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THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VIRGINIA. 


March  17-September  2, 1862. 


PART  II. 

REPORT8-JU11C  25-Septembcr  2,  1862.* 


JUNE  25-JULY  1,  1862.— Seven-days’  Battles. 


STJMIM^RY  OF  THE  TRINCIEAT.  EYENTS.* 

June  25, 1862. — SkirmisH  near  Ashland. 

Engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  King’s  School-House,  French’s  Field, 
or  the  Orchard. 

26,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Atlee’s  Station,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad. 

Skirmish  near  Hanover  Court-House. 

Skirmish  at  Meadow  Bridge,  near  Mechanicsville. 

Battle  of  Mechanicsville,  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  or  Ellison’s  Mill. 
Engagement  at  Point  of  Rocks,  Appomattox  River. 

26-27, 1862. — Skirmishes  at  Hundley’s  Corner. 

26-July  2, 1862. — General  Stoneman’s  operations,  including  destruction  of  stores 
at  White  House  Landing. 

27,  1862. — Battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Cold  Harbor,  or  the  Chickahominy. 

Action  at  Garnett’s  Farm. 

Skirmish  at  Fair  Oaks. 

28. 1862.  — Action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms. 

Skirmish  at  Dispatch  Station,  on  Richmond  and  York  River  R.  R. 
29,  1862. — Engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  near  Fair  Oaks 
Station 

Skirmish  on  the  James  River  Road,  near  Willis’  Church. 

Skirmish  on  the  Williamsburg  Road,  near  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
Battle  of  Savage  Station,  on  Richmond  and  York  River  Railroad. 
Skirmish  at  Jordon’s  Ford. 

30. 1862.  — Engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

Action  at  Brackett’s. 

Battle  of  Glendale,  Nelson’s  Farm,  Charles  City  Cross-Roads,  New 
Market  Road,  Frazier’s  Farm,  or  Willis’  Church. 

Engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  or  Malvern  Cliff. 

Skirmish  near  New  Kent  Court-House. 

Skirmish  at  Jones’  Bridge. 

July  1, 1862. — Battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  or  Crew’s  (or  Poindexter’s)  Farm. 

*For  Summary  of  the  Principal  Events  during  this  period,  see  General  Summary 
in  Part  I,  pp.  3-4, 
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RKI^ORTS,  ETC. 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. 

No.  2.— Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
during  the  operations  before  Richmond,  Va.,  June  25-July  2,  1862. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Philip  St.  George  Cooke,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Re- 
serve, of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  4. — Col.  George  A.  H.  Blake,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  5. — Col.  Richard  H.  Rush,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  battle  of  Gaines’ Mill. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  William  N.  Grier,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  7. — Capt.  Joseph  H.  McArthur,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  8. — Maj.  Alfred  Pleasontou,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  operations  June  28-July3. 

No.  9. — Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Corps,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  10. — Capt.  John  D.  Frank,  Battery  G,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  11. — Brig.  Gen.  Israel  B.  Richardson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  O^k  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  12. — Capt.  Rufus  D.  Pettit,  Battery  B,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  13. — Lieut.  Rufus  King,  jr.,  Batteries  A and  C,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  14. — Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Caldwell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  15. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  G.  Langley,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  of  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  en- 
gagement at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nel- 
son’s Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  16. — Capt.  Edward  E.  Sturtevant,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  of  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  17. — Col.  George  Yon  Schack,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Fra- 
zier’s Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill.  * 

No.  18. — Col.  Francis  C.  Barlow,  Sixty-first  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  19. — Maj.  H.  Boyd  McKeeu,  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  engagement 
at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  20. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Francis  Meagher,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade, of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Savage  Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s 
Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  21. — Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  French,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale and  Malvern  Hill. 
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No.  22. — Lieiit.  Col.  William  P.  Baily,  Second  Delaware  Infantry,  of  the  engagement 
at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill, 

No.  23. — Col.  Joseph  C.  Pinckney,  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  24. — Brig.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick,  U.  S.  Army,  conjmanding  Second  Division,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  25. — Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Or- 
chard, or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Fra- 
zier’s Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  26. — Capt.  John  A.  Tompkins,  Battery  A,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  27. — Lieut.  Edmund  Kirby,  Battery  I,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage  Station,  Glendale, 
or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  28. — Col.  Alfred  Sully,  First  Minnesota  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  29. — Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Kimball,  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  action 
at  Garnett’s  Faim,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  30. — Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Burns,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  ^cond  Brigade,  of 
engagement  at  Poach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  31. — Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  J.  T.  Dana,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  battle  of  Savage  Station, 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or 
Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  32. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Corps^ 
of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  33. — Capt.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  34.— Capt.  Walter  M.  Bramhall,  Sixth  New  York  Battery,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  35. — Lieut.  Francis  W.  Seeley,  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  action 
at  Brackett’s,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  36. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill, with  resulting 
correspondence. 

No.  37. — Return  of  Casualties  in  Hooker’s  division  from  June  2-24,  1862,  inclusive. 

No.  38. — Capt.  Thomas  W.  Osborn,  Battery  D,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  battle  of  Savage  Sta- 
tion, engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  39. — Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  engage- 
ments at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  Peach  Orchard,  or  Al- 
ien’s Farm,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm), 
and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  40. — Col.  Robert  Cowdin,  First  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at 
Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s 
Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 
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No.  41. — Col.  William  Blaisdell,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  engagement 
at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  42. — Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Tileston,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nel- 
son’s Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  43. — Col.  Powell  T.  Wyman,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  44. — Maj.  Daniel  S.  Lamson,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  45. — Col.  Gilman  Marston,  Second  New  Hampshire  Infantry,  of  the  engagement 
at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s 
Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  46. — Lieut.  Col.  G.  D.  Wells,  First  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding  Twenty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s 
School-House,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  47. — Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of 
the  engagements  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  Peach  Or- 
chard, or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Fra- 
zier’s Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  48. — Maj.  Thomas  Holt,  Seventieth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  49.— Col.  George  B.  Hall,  Seventy-first  New.  York  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  50. — Col.  N.  Taylor,  Seventy-second  New  York  Infantry,  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  51. — Capt.  Alfred  A.  Donalds,  Seventy-third  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  engage- 
ments at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  Peach  Orchard,  or  Al- 
len’s Farm,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  52. — Col.  Charles  K.  Graham,  Seventy-fourth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or 
Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  53.— Col.  Joseph  B.  Carr,  Second  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade, of  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  bat- 
tles of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  54. — Col.  S.  H.  Starr,  Fifth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  June  28-July  1. 

No.  55. — Maj.  John  Ramsey,  Fifth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  56. — Col.  Gershom  Mott,  Sixth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  June  28-July  3. 

No.  57. — Col.  Joseph  W.  Revere,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at 
Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  58. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Bartlett,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  June 
28-July  1.  • 

No.  59. — Capt.  William  S.  Tipson,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  June 
28-July  1. 

No.  60. — Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Olmsted,  Second  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or 
Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  61. — Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of  the 
engagements  at  Oak  Grove  and  Peach  Orchard,  .skirmish  at  Jordon’s 
Ford,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  62. — Capt.  George  E.  Randolph,  Battery  E,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery, 
of  the  action  at  Brackett’s,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  63.— Lieut.  Pardon  S.  Jastram,  Battery  E,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  of  the 
battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  with  findings  of 
Court  of  Inquiry. 
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No.  04.— C apt.  James  Thompson,  Battery  G,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard  and  battle  of  Glendale. 

No.  65. — Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Robinson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  66.—  Col.  William  L.  Brown,  Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  67.— Lieut.  Col.  Elhanon  W.  Woods,  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  68. — Col.  Alexander  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  69. — Capt.  Calvin  A.  Craig,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  70. — Brig.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  skirmish  at  Jordon’s  Ford,  and  battles  of 
Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  -71. — Col.  Enrico  Fardella,  One  hundred  and  first  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  en- 
gagement at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  72.— Brig.  Gen.  Hiram  G.  Berry,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  73. — Maj.  Louis  Dillman,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  74. — Capt.  William  Humphrey,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Glen- 
dale and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  75.— Lieut.  Col.  Ambrose  A.  Stevens,  Third  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  engagement 
at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No,  76. — Maj.  John  D.  Fairbanks,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  77. — Col.  Garrett  Dyckman,  First  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak 
Grove,  or  King’s  School-House. 

No.  78. — Brig.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  CorjDS,  of 
operations  June  27- July  2. 

No.  79. — Maj.  Robert  M.  West,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  operations  June  28-Jnly  2. 

No.  80. — Capt.  Theodore  Miller,  Battery  E,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of  the 
defense  of  Bottom’s  Bridge,  June  25-29. 

No.  81. — Capt.  James  Brady,  Battery  H,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of  the 
defense  of  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  the  Railroad  Bridge  over  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  June  27-29. 

No.  82. — Lieut.  Valentine  H.  Stone,  Battery  M,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  defense 
of  Jones’  Bridge,  June  29-30. 

No.  83. — Brig.  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of 
operations  June  25-July  1,  including  skirmish  on  James  River  Road  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  84. — Lieut.  William  Munk,  Battery  C,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
skirmish  of  June  29  on  the  James  River  Road. 

No.  85. — Lieut.  Martin  Reichenbacher,  Battery  C,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil-  • 
lery,  of  the  destruction  of  Turkey  Bridge. 

No.  86. — Lieut.  Edward  Dougherty,  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
of  skirmish  June  29  on  the  James  River  Road. 

No.  87. — Brig.  Gen.  Albion  P.  Howe,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  88.— Col.  Thomas  A.  Rowley,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  June  30- July  7. 

No.  89. — Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Abercrombie,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 
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No.  90. — Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Array,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  bat- 
tle of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  91. — Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of  oi)er- 
ations  June  24- July  3. 

No.  92.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessells,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of 
operations  June  24-July2. 

No.  93. — Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm),  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  94. — Col.  John  F.  Farnsworth,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  near  Hanover 
Court-House,  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  and  skirmish  at 
Dispatch  Station. 

No.  95. — Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  operations  June 

26- July  2. 

No.  96. — Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  commanding  Artillery  Reserve,  of  operations  June  26- 
July  1. 

No.  97. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays,  commanding  Brigade  of  Horse  Artillery,  of  opera- 
tions May  6-July  1. 

No.  98. — Capt.  John  C.  Tidball,  Light  Battery  A,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations 
June  27-July  6,  including  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 

No.  99. — Capt.  James  M.  Robertson,  Batteries  B and  L,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg,  skirmishes  at  New  Kent  Court-House  and  New 
Bridge,  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill,  and  engagement  at  Mal- 
vern Cliff. 

No.  100. — Capt.  Henry  Benson,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  June  28-July  2, 
including  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  101.— Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Getty,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Artillery  Re- 
serve, of  operations  June  26-July  1. 

No.  102. — Lieut.  Alanson  M.  Randol,  Battery  E,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  May 

27- June  30,  including  the  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s 
Farm). 

No.  103. — Lieut.  Samuel  S.  Elder,  Battery  K,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  June 
27-July  3. 

No.  104. — Lieut.  Charles  H.  Morgan,  Battery  G,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations 
June  19- July  4. 

No.  105. — Lieut.  Adelbert  Ames,  Battery  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  action  at  Garnett’s 
Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  106. — Capt.  John  R.  Smead,  Battery  K,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  May  11- 
July  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill  and  en- 
gagement at  Turkey  Bridge. 

No.  107. — Maj.  Albert  Arndt,  First  Battalion  New  York  Light  Artillery,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve,  of  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm,  the  battles 
of'Gaines’  Mill  and  Glendale,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  108. — Capt.  John  W.  Wolcott,  Battery  A,  Maryland  Light  Artillery,  of  operations 

. June  26-July  1,  including  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  109. — Capt.  Alonzo  Snow,  Battery  B,  Maryland  Light  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  110. — Capt.  J.  Howard  Carlisle,  Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Fifth  Bri- 
gade, Artillery  Reserve,  of  operations  June  27-July  4,  including  the  action 
at  Garnett’s  Farm,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  111. — Capt.  La  Rhett  L.  Livingston,  commanding  Batteries  F and  K,  Third  U.  S. 
Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 
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No.  112.— Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  oftho 
battles  of  Mecbanicsvillo  and  Gaines’ Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff, 
and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  113. — Col.  Hiram  Berdan,  First  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill, 
Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  114. — Capt.  George  G.  Hastings,  First  U.  S.  Sharpshooter.s,  of  operations  June  29- 
July  1. 

No.  115. — Capt.  William  B.  Weeden,  Battery  C,  Fir.st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery, 
Chief  of  Artillery,  of  operations  May  24-July  2,  inclnding  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  116  — Capt.  Augustus  P.  Martin,  Battery  C,  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  117. — Lieut.  John  B.  Hyde,  Battery  E,  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  118. — Lieut.  Henry  W.  Kingsbury,  Battery  D,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  119. — Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Martindale,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern 
Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  120. — Col.  Charles  W.  Roberts,  Second  Maine  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines^ 
Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  121. — Col.  James  Barnes,  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  Stoueman’s 
ox)erations,  including  destruction  of  stores  at  White  House  Lauding. 

No.  122. — Maj.  William  S.  Tilton,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  123. — Capt.  Walter  S.  Sampson,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  124. — Col.  Horace  S.  Roberts,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  125. — Maj.  Francis  A.  Schceffel,  Thirteenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  bat- 
tle of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  126. — Capt.  Shepard  Gleason,  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville  and. Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  bat- 
tle of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  127. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Grif6n,U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff, 
and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  128. — Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern 
Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  129. — Col.  T.  B.  W.  Stockton,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  130. — Lieut.  Col.  John  V.  Ruehle,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  131. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  M.  Richardsou,  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  132. — Col.  Henry  S.  Lansing,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  Stoneman’s 
operations,  including  destruction  of  stores  at  White  House  Landing. 

No.  133. — Lieut.  Col.  Nelson  B.  Bartram,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  Stone- 
man’s  operations,  including  destruction  of  stores  at  White  House  Iiaud- 
ing. 

No.  131. — Maj.  William  T.  C.  Grower,  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
June  28. 
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No.  135. — Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Rice,  Forty-fourth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 

No.  136. — Lieut.  Col.  Hugh  S.  Campbell,  Eighty -third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  137.— Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes,  U.  S.  Army,  eommanding  Second  Division,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  138. — Capt.  Stephen  H.  Weed,  Battery  I,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery, of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  bat- 
tle of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  139. — Capt.  John  Edwards,  commanding  Batteries  L and  M,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery, 
of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern 
Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  140. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  C.  Buehanan,  Fourth  U S.  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  .at  Malvern  Cliff,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  141. — Capt.  Thomas  W.  Walker,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
MiB,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  142. — Capt.  John  D.  Wilkins,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  opefations  June  28-July  1, 
including  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  143. — Capt.  Joseph  B.  Collins,  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ Mill, 
engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  144. — Maj.  Henry  B.  Clitz,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  145. — Capt.  Matthew  M.  Blunt,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  146. — Capt.  John  D.  O’Connell,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill.  • 

No.  147. — Maj.  Charles  S.  Lovell,  Tenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  148. — Lieut.  John  S.  Poland,  Second  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  149. — Capt.  Thomas  Hendrickson,  Sixth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  150. — Maj.  De  Lancey  Floyd-Jones,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  151. — Maj.  George  L.  Andrews,  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  152. — Col.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  153. — Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  Duryea,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  154. — Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm).  ^ 

No.  155. — Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Seymour,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  156. — Col.  James  H.  Childs,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  157. — Lieut.  John  G.  Simpson,  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  158. — Cajit.  James  H.  Cooper,  Battery  B,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm). 
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No.  159. — Lieut.  Frank  P.  Amsden,  Battery  G,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s 
Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  160. — Col.  George  S.  Hays,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  First  Brigade,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  161. — Maj.  Roy  Stone,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (First  Pennsylvania 
Rifles),  of  operations  June  26-July  1. 

No.  162. — Col.  Horatio  G.  Sickel,  Third  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Second  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s 
Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  163. — Col.  Albert  L.  Magilton,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s 
Farm). 

No.  164. — Col.  C.  Feger  Jackson,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Third  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm 
(Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  165. — Col.  James  T.  Kirk,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

No.  166. — Col.  John  H.  Taggart,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s 
Farm). 

No.  167. — Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixth  Corps,  of 
operations  June  27-July  2,  including  the  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Gold- 
ing’s Farms,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  168. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of 
operations  June  27-July  3. 

No.  169. — Capt.  William  Hexamer,  Battery  A,  New  Jersey  Light  Artillery,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  170. — Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  171. — Col.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  172. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  L.  Buck,  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  action  at 
Garnett’s  Farm  and  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  173. — Capt.  Edwin  Bishop,  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  174. — Col.  Henry  W.  Brown,  Third  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  June  27- 
July  7. 

No.  175. — Col.  James  H.  Simpson,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  176. — Col.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett,  Twenty-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  177.— Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  G.  Frick,  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  command- 
ing Fifth  Maine  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  178. — Maj.  Joel  J.  Seaver,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No,  179. — Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  D.  Adams,  Twenty-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of 
the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  180. — Col.  Henry  L.  Cake,  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  181. — Brig.  Gen.  John  Newton,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  182. — Maj.  John  C.  Meginnis,  Eighteenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill. 
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No.  183. — Col.  Roderick  Matheson,  Thirty-second  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  184. — Lient.  Col.  Gustavus  W.  Town,  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  185. — Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of 
actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  and 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  186. — Capt.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  opera- 
tions June  28-July  1. 

No.  187. — Brig.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  and 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  188. — Col.  Hiram  Burnham,  Sixth  Maine  Infantry,  of  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm. 

No.  189. — Col.  Francis  L.  Vinton,  Forty-third  New  York  Infantry,  of  action  at  Gar- 
nett’s Farm. 

No.  190. — Maj.  Thomas  M.  Hillings,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  action  at 
Garnett’s  Farm. 

No.  191. — Capt.  James  D.  Campbell,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  action  at 
Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms. 

No.  192. — Capt.  John  B.  Miles,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  action  at  Gar- 
nett’s and  Golding’s  Farms. 

No.  193. — Col.  Amasa  Cobb,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm. 

No.  194. — Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  H.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
cf  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  and 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  195.— Col.  Edwin  ll.  Stoughton,  Fourth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  action  at  Garnett’s 
Farm. 

No.  196. — Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  A.  Grant,  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Savage 
Station. 

No.  197. — Col.  Nathan  Lord,  jr..  Sixth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  the  action  at  Garnett’s 
Farm. 

No.  198. — Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
the  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  battle  of, Savage  Station, 
and  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  199. — Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operations  at  Timstall’s  Station  and 
White  House,  June  28. 

ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA. 

No.  200. — Organization  of  the  Confederate  forces  during  the  engagements  around 
Richmond,  Va. 

No.  201. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Savage  Station, 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Frazier’s  Farm 
and  Malvern  Hill,  with  orders. 

No.  202. — Surg.  Lafayette  Guild,  Medical  Director,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  with 
Return  of  Casualties. 

No.  203. — Capt.  Smith  Stansbury,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Richmond  Arsenal,  of 
captured  ordnance,  with  iuclosure  from  Lieutenant  Jones. 

No.  204. — Capt.  James  E.  Webb,  C.  S.  Army,  Acting  Ordnance  Officer  of  General  D. 
H.  Hill’s  division,  of  captured  ordnance. 

No.  205. — Lieut.  William  M.  Archer,  C.  S.  Army,  Ordnance  Officer  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P. 
Hill’s  division,  of  captured  ordnance. 

No.  206.— Maj.  Beverly  Randolph,  C.  S.  Army,  Ordnance  Officer,  First  Division,  First 
Corps,  of  captured  ordnance.  ^ 

No.  207. — Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  B.  Stuart,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade, 
of  operations  June  26-July  10. 
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No.  208. — Col.  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb,  Georgia  Legion,  of  oi^erations  June  26-July  10. 

No.  209. — Col.  Lawrence  S.  Baker,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  of  operations  .June 
28-July  27. 

No.  210. — Brig.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  in  front  of 
Richmond  during  the  Seven-days’  Battles. 

No.  211.— Col.  Thomas  F.  Goode,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  June  26- 
July  10. 

No.  212. — Lieut.  Col.  Will.  T.  Martin,  commanding  the  Jeff.  Davis  Legiou  (Mississippi) 
and  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  June  25-J  aly  6. 

No.  213. — Col.  Thomas  L.  Rosser,  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  June  28- 
July  10. 

No.  214. — Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve  Artil- 
lery, Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  of  operations  June  26-July  2. 

No.  215. — Maj.  Charles  Richardson,  commanding  Second  Battalion,  of  operations 
June  26-July  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsvillo  and  Gaiues’  Mill. 

No.  216. — Capt.  John  J.  Ancell,  Fluvanna  (Va.)  Light  Artillery,  of  oi)eratious  June 
26-July  2. 

No.  217. — Capt.  John  Milledge,  jr.,  Georgia  Battery,  of  operations  June  26-July  2, 
including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsvillo  and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  218. — Lieut.  James  Woolfolk,  Ashland  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  operations  June  26- 
July  1. 

No.  219. — Maj.  William  Nelson,  commanding  Third  Battalion,  of  operations  June 
26-July  1,  including  the  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms. 

No.  220. — Lieut.  John  L.  Massie,  Fluvanna  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  operations  June  26- 
July  4,  including  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm. 

No.  221. — Capt.  Thomas  J.  Kirkpatrick,  Amherst  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  operations  June 
26-July  2. 

No.  222. — Capt.  R.  C.  M.  Page,  Morris  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  operations  June  26-July  2, 
including  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms. 

No.  223. — Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Cutts,  commanding  Sumter  (Ga.)  Artillery  Battalion,  of 
operations  June  26-July  1. 

No.  224. — Capt.  John  Lane,  Company  E,  Sumter  Artillery,  of  operations  June  26-July 
3,  including  the  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of 
Savage  Station. 

No.  225. — Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown,  First  Virginia  Artillery,  of  operations  Juno  27- 
July  2. 

No.  226. — Guns  captured  at  Frazier’s  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill,  taken  from  the  field  by 
Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown,  First  Regiment  Virginia  Artillery. 

No.  227. — Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Corps,  of 
the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  228.— Col.  S.  Crutchfield,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill  and 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  229. — Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division 
(temporarily  attached  to  Jackson’s  corps),  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill, 
engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  230. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  (Texas)  Brigade, 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  231. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Winder,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division  (Jackson’s),  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  232. — Capt.  William  T.  Poague,  Rockbridge  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  233. — Lieut.  John  C.  Carpenter,  Alleghany  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Poin- 
dexter’s Farm  (Malvern  Hill). 
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No.  234. — Lient.  Col.  Lawson  Botts,  Second  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No  235. — Col.  Charles  A.  Ronald,  Fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  236. — Col.  William  S.  H.  Baylor,  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  237. — Capt.  G.  C.  Smith,  Twenty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry,  of  - the  battles  of 
Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  238. — Col.  John  F.  Neff,  Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  239. — Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Cunningham,  "J'wenty-first  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  (Jackson’s),  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  240. — Capt.  William  P.  Moseley,  Twenty-first  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  June 
27- July  10. 

No.  241. — Maj.  Henry  Lane,  Forty-second  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  242. —Capt.  John  M.  Vermillion,  Forty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  243. — Capt.  B.  W.  Leigh,  First  Virginia  Battalion,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill 
and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  244. — Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren,  Tenth  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division  (Jackson’s),  of  operations  June  26-July  1. 

No.  245.— Capt.  George  W.  Wooding,  Danville  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  engagement  at  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  246. — Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  R.  Lawton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade, 
Second  Division  (Jackson’s),  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  247. — Col.  Marcellus  Douglass,  Thirteenth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  248. — Maj.  E.  S.  Griffin,  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
•Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  249. — Maj.  J.  H.  Lowe,  Thirty-first  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ Mill. 

No.  250. — Capt.  William  H.  Battey,  Thirty-eighth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Gaines’s  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  251. — Maj.  Thomas  J.  Berry,  Sixtieth  Georgia  Infantry  (Fourth  Georgia  Battalion), 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  252. — Maj.  Gen.  Richard  S.  Ewell,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of 
skirmishes  at  Hundley’s  Corner,  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 
and  skirmish  at  Westover. 

No.  253. — Col.  James  A.  Walker,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  254. — Brig.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  of  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  255. — Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  R.  Trimble,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Seventh  Brigade,  of 
operations  June  26-July  4,  including  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill  and  skirmish  at  Westover. 

No.  256. — Col.  Leroy  A.  Stafford,  Ninth  Louisiana  Infantry,  commanding  Eighth  Bri- 
gade, of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  257.— Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  First  Maryland  Infantry  (Confederate),  command- 
ing Maryland  Line,  of  skirmishes  at  Hundley’s  Corner,  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill,  and  skirmish  at  Westover. 

No.  258. — Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  of  engagement  at  King’s  School- 
House,  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 
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No.  259. — Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Eodes,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  tlio 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  260. — Col.  John  B.  Gordon,  Sixth  Alabama  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  261. — Maj.  Kobert  M.  Sands,  Third  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  262. — Col,  John  B.  Gordon,  Sixth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill. 

No.  263.— Col.  B.  B.  Gayle,  Twelfth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  264. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  Garland,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
of  the  engagement  at  King’s  School-House,  or  Oak  Grove,  and  battles  ol 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  265. — Col.  Daniel  H.  Christie,  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions May  30-June  30. 

No.  266. — Brig.  Gen.  Koswell  S.  Eipley,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville, 
Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  267. — Maj.  H.  P.  Jones,  commanding  Artillery  Battalion,  of  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville and  Gaines’  Mill  and  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  268. — Capt.  A.  Burnet  Rhett,  Soutk  Carolina  Battery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville and  Gaines’  Mill  and  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

No.  269. — Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Estes,  Forty-fourth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  ol 
Ellison’s  Mill,  or  Mechanicsville,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  270. — Lieut.  Col.  William  L.  De  Rosset,  Third  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the 
battles  of  Ellison’s  Mill,  or  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  271. — Maj.  Gen.  J.  Bankhead  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Magruder’s, 
McLaws’,  and  1^.  R.  Jones’  divisions,  including  the  actions  at  Garnett’s 
and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  and  battles  of  Sav- 
age Station,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill,  with  resulting  correspondence. 

No.  272. — Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of  oper- 
ations June  27-July  1,  including  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  actions  at 
Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Fair  Oaks  Station  (Peach 
Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm),  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  273. — Maj.  John  J.  Garnett,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  actions  at  Garnett’s  and 
Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Fair  Oaks  Station  (Peach  Orchard,  or 
Allen’s  Farm),  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  274.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Toombs,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  the 
action  at  Garnett’s  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  275. — Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Holmes,  Second  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  action  at 
Garnett’s  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  276. — Col.  William  T.  Millican,  Fifteenth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  actions  at  Gar- 
nett’s and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  277. — Col.  Henry  L.  Benning,  Seventeenth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  action  at 
Garnett’s  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  278.— Col.  J.  B.  Cumming,  Twentieth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  actions  at  Garnett’s 
and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  279. — Col.  George  T.  Anderson,  Eleventh  Georgia  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  280. — Col.  William  J.  Magill,  First  Georgia  Regulars,  of  the  engagement  at  Peach 
Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No,  281. — Capt.  George  H.  Carmical,  Seventh  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  actions  at  Gar- 
nett’s and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s 
Farm,  9,nd  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 
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No.  282. — Capt.  George  O.  Dawson,  Eighth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  actions  at  Gar- 
nett’s and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  283. — Maj.  William  M.  Jones,  Ninth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  operation^  Juiie27-July  12. 

No.  284. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Luffman,  Eleventh  Georgia  Infantry,  of  operations  June 
26-July  1,  including  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  285. — Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  286. — Brig.  Gen.  Paul  J.  Semmes,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Crew’s 
Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  287. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  of  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  288. — Capt.  Del.  Kemper,  Alexandria  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Peach 
Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  289. — Maj.  F.  Gaillard,  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  engagement  at  Peach 
Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  290. — Col.  James  D.  Nance,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill,  and  cap- 
ture of  arms  at  Shirley,  Va.,  July  4. 

No.  291. — Col.  D.  Wyatt  Aiken,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  operations  Juno 
25-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of 
Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  292. — Col.  John  W.  Henagan,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  operations  Juno 
25-July  2,  including  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  293. — Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Magrutlor’s  division,  of  operations 

* June  25-July  1,  including  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm,  engagement  at 

Peach  Orchard,  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Crew’s  Farm,  or  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  294. — Brig.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Magru- 
der’s  division,  of  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  295. — Col.  William  Barksdale,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  Magruder’s  division,  of  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  296. — Maj.  Kennon  McElroy,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  297. — Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Fiser,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  298.— Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Luse,  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  of  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  299. — Capt.  William  C.  F.  Brooks,  Twenty-first  Mississippi  Infantry,  of  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  300. — Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  opera- 
tions June  26-July  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 
Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  301. — Col.  J.  B.  Walton,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  guns  taken,  &c. 

No.  302. — Brig.  Gen.  James  L.  Kemper,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  the 
battle  of  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No  303. — Col.  John  B.  Strange,  Nineteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  304. — Brig.  Gen.  Cadmus  M.  Wilcox,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade, 
of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 
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No.  305.— Brig.  Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  of  the 
battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  306.— Brig.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Featherston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade,. 

of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 

No.  307.— Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  operations. 

June  25-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  King’s  School-House,  or- 
Oak  Grove,  action  at  Brackett’s,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  308.— Brig-  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,. 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  temporarily  attached  to  Huger’s  division, 
of  the  engagement  at  King’s  School-House,  or  Oak  Grove,  and  battle  of; 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  309.— Capt.  Joseph  Graham,  Company  C,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops,  command- 
ing Brem’s  Battery,  of  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff. 

No.  310.— Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of 
operations  June  1-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  skir- 
mish at  Jordon’s  Ford,  action  at  Brackett’s,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  311.— Capt.  Carey  F.  Grimes,  commanding  battery,  of  the  engagement  at< 
French’s  Field,  or  King’s  School-House  (Oak  Grove),  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  312.— Col.  William  Smith,  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at. 
King’s  School-House,  or  Oak  Grove. 

No.  313.— Brig.  Gen.  Ambrose  R.  Wright,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
operations  June  25-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  King’s  School- 
House,  or  Oak  Grove,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  314.— Capt.  Frank  Huger,  Company  D,  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  King’s  School-House,  or  Oak  Grove. 

No.  315.— Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Armistead,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,, 
of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  King’s  School- 
House,  or  Oak  Grove,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  316.— Lieut.  Col.  James  S.  Gilliam,  Ninth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  317.— Col.  James  Gregory  Hodges,  Fourteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  318.— Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Mah- 
vern  Hill. 

No.  319.— Maj.  Joseph  R.  Cabell,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

No.  320.— Col.  H.  B.  Tomlin,  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern, 
Hill. 

No.  321.— Maj.  George  M.  Waddill,  Fifty- third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  engagement 
at  King’s  School-House,  or  Oak  Grove. 

No.  322.— Capt.  R.  W.  Martin,  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Fair 
Oaks. 

No.  323.— Capt.  J ohn  Grammer,  jr..  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  battles  around 
Richmond,  May  31-July  1. 

No.  324.— Lieut.  Col.  Waddy  T.  James,  Fifty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  325.— Capt.  William  E.  Alley,  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill. 

No.  326.— Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  P.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Light  Division,  of  the 
•battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm, 
or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill.  * 
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No.  327. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Field,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville, 
Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm',  or  Glendale). 

No.  328.— Col,  J.  M.  Brocken  brough.  Fortieth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 

No.  329. — Col.  Robert  M.  Mayo,  Forty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 

No.  330. — Col.  Francis  Mallory,  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  331. — Col.  William  E.  Starke,  Sixtieth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  332. — Brig.  Gen.  Maxcy  Gregg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  333. — Capt.  D.  G.  McIntosh,  Pee  Dee  (S.  C.)  Artillery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  334. — Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton,  First  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  335. — Col.  Dixon  Barnes,  Twelfth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale), 
and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  336. — Col.O.  E.  Edwards,  Thirteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles  of 
Beaver  Dam  Creek,  or  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’  Farm  (Nel- 
son’s Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Crew’s  Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  337. — Col.  Samuel  McGowan,  Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  338. — Col.  J.  Foster  Marshall,  First  South  Carolina  Rifles,  of  the  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville, Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 

No.  339. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  340. — Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaiues’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm, 
or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  341. — Capt.  Marmaduke  Johnson,  Virginia  Battery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanics- 
ville and  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  342. — Col.  Edward  Graham  Haywood,  Seventh  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  skir- 
mishes near  Meadow  Bridge  and  Atlee’s  Station,  and  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville, Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’  Farm,  or  Glendale),  and 
Malvern  Hill. 

No.  343.— Col.  Robert  H.  Cowan,  Eighteenth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale), and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  344. — Col.  James  H.  Lane,  Twenty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale), and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  345. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  F.  Hoke,  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or 
Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  346. — Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Barbour,  Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm, 
or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

No.  347. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill. 
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No.  348. — Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Pender,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  349.— Capt.  William  G.  Crenshaw,  Virginia  Battery,  of  operations  June  25-July 

1,  including  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

No.  350. — Capt.  L.  Masters,  commanding  battery,  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  in- 
cluding the  battle  of  Mechanicsville. 

No.  351. — Acting  Adjutant  Thomas  Smith,  Twenty-second  Virginia  Battalion,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 

No.  3.52. — Maj.  Gen.  Theophilus  H.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  of  operations  June  30-July  2,  including  the  engagement 
at  Malvern  Cliff  (Turkey  Bridge). 

No.  353.— Lieut.  Col.  James  R.  Branch,  commenting  on  the  report  of  General  Holmes 
in  regard  to  Branch’s  Battery. 

No.  354. — Col.  James  Deshler,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff 
(Turkey  Bridge). 

No.  355. — Col.  Junius  Daniel,  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  (Turkey  Bridge). 

No.  356. — Col.  Van  H.  Manning,  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  of  operations  June  26-July 

2,  including  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  (Turkey  Bridge). 

No.  357. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade  (acting  with 
Holmes’  command,  Department  of  North  Carolina),  of  operations  June  30- 
July  1. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan^  TJ.  8.  Army^  commanding  Army 

of  the  Potomac.* 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  at  Berkeley.,  Va.^  July  15,  1862. 

General:  Without  waiting  to  receive  the  reports  of  all  the  subordi- 
nate commanders,  I submit  the  following  very  brief  narrative  of  the 
operations  of  this  army  since  the  25th  ultimo  : 

On  the  24th  of  June  I received  information  that  appeared  entitled 
to  some  credit,  that  General  Jackson  was  at  Frederick’s  Hall  with  his 
entire  force,  consisting  of  his  own  division,  with  those  of  Ewell  and 
Whiting,  and  that  his  intention  was  to  attack  our  right  flank  and  rear, 
in  order  to  cut  off  our  communications  with  the  White  House  and 
throw  the  right  wing  of  the  army  into  the  Chickahominy.  Fortunately 
I had  a few  days  before  provided  against  this  contingency,  by  ordering 
a number  of  transports  to  the  James  Eiver,  loaded  with  commissary, 
quartermaster,  and  ordnance  supplies.  I therefore  felt  free  to  watch  the 
enemy  closely,  wait  events,  and  act  according  to  circumstances,  feeling 
sure  that  if  cut  off  from  the  Pam  unkey  I could  gain  the  James  Eiver 
for  a new  base.  I placed  General  Stoneman  in  command  of  the  cavalry 
on  the  right,  intrusting  to  his  charge  the  picket  duty  toward  Hanover 
Court-House,  to  give  the  earliest  possible  information  of  an  advance  of 
the  enemy  from  that  direction. 

On  the  25th  General  Heintzelman  was  directed  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets  from  the  woods  in  his  front,  in  order  to  give  us  command  of 
the  cleared  fields  still  farther  in  advance.  This  was  gallantly  and  hand- 
somely done  under  a stubborn  resistance,  the  brunt  of  the  fighting 

ISee  also  general  report.  Part  I,  pp.  49-71. 
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falling  upon  the  division  of  Hooker.  Just  as  the  new  line  was  gained 
1 was  called  from  the  field  by  intelligence  which  tended  strongly  to  con- 
firm the  belief  that  Jackson  was  really  approaching.  I immediately 
repaired  to  the  camp  of  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  commanding  on  the 
right  of  the  Chickahominy,  to  obtain  further  information  and  arrange 
the  movements  for  the  morrow.  On  my  arrival  I found  that  there  was 
a strong  probability  of  Jackson’s  advancing,  although  not  a certainty 
of  it.  I therefore  determined  to  leave  our  heavy  guns  in  battery  and 
to  retain  McCall’s  division  in  its  strong  position  on  Beaver  Dam  Creek, 
near  Mechanicsville,  posting  merely  small  outposts  to  watch  the  cross- 
ings near  Meadow  Bridge  and  Mechanicsville  and  to  give  General 
McCall  immediate  notice  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  Porter’s  remaining 
troops  were  to  be  held  in  reserve,  ready  to  act  according  to  circum- 
stances. The  center  and  left  of  the  army  were  also  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  repulse  any  attack  or  to  move  to  the  assistance  of  the  right. 
It  had  long  before  been  determined  to  hold  the  position  of  Beaver  Dam 
Creek  in  the  event  of  being  attacked  on  that  side,  for  the  reasons  that 
the  position  was  intrinsically  a very  strong  one,  was  less  liable  to  be 
turned  on  either  flank  than  any  position  in  advance  of  it,  and  brought 
the  army  in  a more  concentrated  and  manageable  condition.  The 
natural  strength  of  the  position  had  been  somewhat  increased  bj^  slight 
rifle  pits  and  felling  a little  timber  in  front  of  it.  With  the  exception 
of  epaulements  for  artillery  near  Gaines’  and  Hogan’s  houses  to  act 
against  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chickahominy, 
there  were  no  other  artificial  defenses  on  the  left  bank  of  that  stream. 

Our  position  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  had  been  rendered  reason- 
ably secure  against  assault  by  felling  timber  and  the  construction  of 
slight  earthworks.  Measures  had  already  been  taken  to  secure  the 
passage  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  right  wing,  under  the  command 
of  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  consisted  of  the  divisions  of  Morell,  Sykes, 
and  McCall,  with  a large  part  of  the  cavalry  reserve.  He  had  ten 
heavy  guns  in  battery  on  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  morning  of  June  26.  I was  by 
that  time  satisfied  that  I had  to  deal  with  at  least  double  my  numbers, 
but  so  great  was  my  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  the  offlcers,  and  the 
bravery,  discipline,  and  devotion  of  my  men,  that  I felt  contented 
calmly  to  await  the  bursting  of  the  coming  storm,  ready  to  profit  by  any 
fault  of  the  enemy,  and  sure  that  I could  extricate  the  army  from  any 
difficulty  in  which  it  might  become  involved. 

No  other  course  was  open  to  me,  for  my  information  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  was  too  meager  to  enable  me  to  take  a decided 
course.  I had  not  long  to  wait.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  the 
enemy  crossed  in  several  columns  in  the  vicinity  of  Mechanicsville  and 
Meadow  Bridge  and  attacked  McCall  in  his  position  at  Beaver  Dam 
Creek. 

His  repeated  efforts  were  constantly  repulsed,  with  but  little  loss  on 
our  side,  but  with  great  slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  The  con- 
test ceased  here  about  9 p.  m.,  the  enemy  leaving  us  in  full  possession 
of  every  part  of  the  field  of  battle. 

During  the  action  McCall  was  supported  by  the  brigades  of  Martin- 
dale  and  Griffin,  of  the  division  of  Slorell.  While  this  was  going  on 
there  were  some  sharp  affairs  of  pickets  on  the  center  and  left,  but 
nothing  of  a serious  nature. 

By  this  time  I had  certain  information  that  Jackson  was  rapidly 
advancing  in  strong  force  from  Hanover  Court-House ; that  his  ad- 
vance guard  had  probably  participated  ia  the  battle  of  Beaver  Dam 
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Creek.  This  rendered  that  position  untenable.  I therefore  determined 
still  further  to  concentrate  the  army,  by  withdrawing  Porter’s  com- 
mand to  a position  near  Gaines’  Mill,  where  he  could  rest  both  his  flanks 
on  the  Ohickahomiuy  and  cover  the  most  important  bridges  over  that 
stream.  The  wagons  and  heavy  guns  were  withdrawn  during  the  night, 
the  troops  falling  back  to  their  new  position  early  in  the  morning.  The 
enemy  attacked  Seymour’s  brigade,  constituting  the  rear  guard  of  the 
division,  McCall’s,  but  were  sharply  repulsed,  and  the  movement  was 
not  further  molested. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning  of  the  27th  I received  intelligence  that 
Longstreet’s  corps  was  at  Mechanicsville,  ready  to  move  down  on  either 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  according  to  circumstances.  This  intelli- 
gence, and  many  threatening  movements  of  the  enemy  on  various  parts 
of  the  center  and  left,  iflaced  a limit  to  the  amount  of  the  re-enforce- 
ments available  for  the  support  of  Porter.  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  impossible  to  withdraw  him  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Chicka- 
homiuy  by  daylight.  The  enemy  were  so  close  upon  him  that  the 
attempt  would  have  insured  the  loss  of  a large  portion  of  his  corps,  and 
m any  event  the  abandonment  of  his  position  at  that  time  would  have 
placed  our  right  flank  and  rear  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
necessary  to  fight  him  where  we  stood,  to  hold  our  position  at  any  cost 
until  night,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  perfect  the  arrangements  for  the 
change  of  base  to  the  James  River. 

In  the  report  of  General  Porter  will  be  found  a detailed  description 
of  the  field  of  battle  at  Gaines’  Mill  and  the  circumstances  of  that 
eventful  contest,  creditable  alike  to  the  energy  of  the  enemy  and  the 
desperate  valor  of  the  comi)aratively  small  band  that  repelled  the 
attacks  of  his  enormous  masses. 

It  will  suffice  for  the  purposes  of  this  report  to  state  that  the  action 
commenced  about  2 i).  m.,  and  that  during  the  afternoon  I ordered  uj) 
the  division  of  Slocum  to  the  support  of  Porter,  and  soon  after  the 
brigades  of  French  and  Meagher,  of  Richardson’s  division.  The  latter 
were  not  engaged.  At  a later  i^eriod  two  brigades  of  Peck’s  division 
were  ordered  forward,  but  as  their  services  were  not  needed  they  did 
not  cross  the  Cbickahominy.  The  contest  continued  with  varying  for- 
tunes until  dark,  when  the  enemy  discontinued  his  attack.  During 
the  night  the  final  withdrawal  of  the  right  Aving  across  the  Chicka- 
homiiiy  was  comi)leted  without  difficulty  and  without  confusion,  a 
portion  of  the  regulars  remaining  on  the  left  bank  until  the  morning 
of  the  28th.  Early  on  that  morning  the  bridges  were  burned,  and  the 
Avhole  army  was  thus  concentrated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy. 

During  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill  the  position  of  General  Smith  was 
warmly  attacked,  but  the  enemy  was  at  once  repulsed  with  loss.  In 
the  course  of  the  night  of  the  27th  General  Keyes  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  White  Oak  Swamp  with  the  Fourth  Oorjjs  and  take  up  a position  to 
cover  tlie  passage  of  the  trains.  Measures  were  also  taken  to  increase 
the  number  of  bridges  across  the  swamp.  The  trains  were  set  in  motion 
at  an  early  hour,  and  continued  passing  across  the  swamp  night  and 
day  without  intermission  until  all  had  crossed. 

On  the  28th,  Porter’s  corps  was  also  moved  across  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  took  up  a position  covering 
the  roads  leading  from  Richmond  toward  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
Long  Bridges. 

During  the  night  of  the  28th  and  29th  the  divisions  of  Slocum  and 
McCall  were  ordered  aeross  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  were  placed  in 
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position  to  cover  tlie  passage  of  the  remaining  divisions  and  trains.  In 
the  course  of  the  same  night  the  corps  of  Sumner  and  Heintzelman 
and  the  division  of  Smith  were  ordered  to  fall  back  from  their  original 
position  to  an  interior  line  resting  upon  Keyes’  old  intrenchments  on 
the  left  and  so  arranged  as  to  cover  Savage  Station.  They  were 
ordered  to  hold  this  position  until  dark,  then  to  fall  back  across  the 
swamp  and  rejoin  the  rest  of  the  army.  This  order  was  not  fully  carried 
out,  nor  was  the  exact  position  I designated  occupied  by  the  different 
divisions  concerned  5 nevertheless  the  result  was  that  two  attacks  of 
the  enemy — one  a very  determined  onset — were  signally  repulsed  by 
Sumner’s  corps,  assisted  in  the  last  by  Smith’s  division,  of  the  Sixth 
Corps.  These  are  the  two  actions  known  as  the  affair  ot  Allen’s  Field 
and  the  battle  of  Savage  Station.  The  Third  Corps  crossed  the  swamp 
before  dark,  having  left  its  position  before  the  hour  assigned  and  was 
not  in  action  during  that  day  (the  20th).  The  Second  Corps  and  Smith’s 
division  safely  crossed  the  swamp  during  the  night  with  all  their  guns 
and  materiel^  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  wagon  train.  In  the  night 
of  the  29th  and  30th  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Corps  were  ordered  to  move 
to  James  Eiver,  to  rest  on  that  river  at  or  near  Turkey  Bend  and 
occupy  a position  perpendicular  to  the  river,  thus  covering  the  Charles 
City  road  to  Eichmoud,  opening  communication  with  the  gunboats, 
and  covering  the  wagon  train,  which  was  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible 
upon  Haxall’s  and  Harrison’s  plantations. 

The  remaining  corps  were  moved  in  the  same  direction  and  posted 
so  as  to  cover  the  main  roads  leading  from  Eichmond  as  well  as  the 
crossings  by  which  the  army  had  passed  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
to  guard  the  passage  of  our  large  trains  to  the  James  Eiver.  When 
the  troops  were  in  position  in  the  afternoon  before  the  enemy  attacked 
they  were  posted  about  as  follows:  Porter  with  two  divisions  (Morell’s 
and  Sykes’)  and  the  mass  of  the  reserve  artillery  on  Malvern  Hill  (the 
left  of  the  position);  next  Couch,  with  one  brigade  of  Peck’s  division 
in  reserve;  next  Sedgwick;  then  McCall,  Hooker,  Kearny,  Slocum, 
NTaglee’s  brigade,  Richardson,  and  Smith. 

During  the  actions  which  ensued  at  Turkey  Bridge,  on  the  Kew 
Market  road  (Glendale),  and  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  changes  were  made 
in  this  disposition.  The  result  of  the  various  actions  of  the  30th, 
during  which  our  whole  line  was  attacked,  was  that  the  enemy  was 
everywhere  repulsed  except  in  his  attack  upon  McCall’s  division,  which, 
hard  pressed  by  greatly  superior  numbers,  and  having  lost  three  of  its 
general  officers,  broke  and  lost  most  of  its  artillery.  The  gallant  con- 
duct of  their  comrades  near  by,  especially  Hooker’s  division,  retrieved 
that  mishap,  and  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  reap  any  ad- 
vantages from  it. 

By  this  time  the  last  of  the  trains  had  reached  Haxall’s  Landing, 
and  daring  the  night  the  troops  fell  back  to  the  vicinity  of  that  place, 
all  arriving  in  safety  and  unmolested  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning. 
They  were  promptly  placed  in  position  to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy 
should  he  again  attack,  the  left  of  the  line  resting  on  the  admirable 
position  of  Malvern  Hill,  with  a brigade  in  the  low  ground  to  the  left 
watching  the  road  to  Eichmond;  the  line  then  following  a line  of 
heights  nearly  parallel  to  the  river  and  bending  back  through  the 
woods  nearly  to  the  James  Eiver  on  our  right.  On  the  left  we  relied 
upon  the  natural  advantages  of  the  position.  On  the  right,  where  the 
natural  strength  was  less,  some  little  cutting  of  timber  was  done  and 
the  roads  blocked. 

Although  our  force  was  small  for  so  extensive  a position  it  was 
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necessary  to  hold  it  at  any  cost.  When  the  battle  commenced  in  the 
afternoon  I saw  that  in  the  faces  and  bearing  of  the  men  which  satisfied 
me  that  we  were  sure  of  victory. 

The  attack  was  made  upon  our  left  and  left  center,  and  the  brunt  of 
it  was  borne  by  Porter’s  corps  (including  Hunt’s  reserve  artillery  and 
Tyler’s  heavy  guns)  and  Couch’s  division,  re-enforced  by  the  brigades 
of  Sickles  and  Meagher.  It  was  desperate,  brave,  and  determined,  but 
so  destructive  was  the  fire  of  our  numerous  artillery,  so  heroic  the  con- 
duct of  our  infantry,  and  so  admirable  the  dispositions  of  Porter,  that 
no  troops  could  have  carried  the  position.  Late  in  the  evening  the 
enemy  fell  back,  thoroughly  beaten,  with  dreadful  slaughter.  So  com- 
pletely was  he  crushed  and  so  great  were  his  losses,  that  he  has  not 
since  ventured  to  attack  us. 

Previously  to  the  battle  of  Malvern  I had  fully  consulted  with  Com- 
modore Eodgers,  and  with  him  made  a hasty  reconnaissance  of  the  posi- 
tions on  the  river.  The  difficulty  of  passing  our  transports  above  City 
Point  was  so  great  that  I determined  to  fall  back  upon  the  position  now 
occupied  by  the  army  j a position,  too,  much  less  extensive  than  that  of 
Malvern,  and  therefore  permitting  me  to  give  the  men  the  rest  they  so 
much  needed.  Accordingly  the  army  fell  back  during  the  night  of  the 
1st  and  2d  of  July,  reaching  this  place  at  an  early  hour  on  the  2d.  On 
the  3d  the  troops  were  jdaced  essentially  in  their  present  positions. 

To  the  calm  judgment  of  history  and  the  future  I leave  the  task  of 
pronouncing  upon  this  movement,  confident  that  its  verdict  will  be 
that  no  such  difficult  movement  was  ever  more  successfully  executed ; 
that  no  army  ever  fought  more  repeatedly,  heroically,  and  successfully 
against  such  great  odds;  that  no  men  of  any  race  ever  displayed  greater 
discipline,  endurance,  x)atience,  and  cheerfulness  under  such  hardships. 

My  mind  cannot  coin  expressions  of  thanks  and  admiration  warm 
enough  or  intense  enough  to  do  justice  to  my  feelings  toward  the  army 
I am  so  proud  to  command.  To  my  countrymen  I confidently  commit 
them,  convinced  they  will  ever  honor  every  brave  man  who  served 
during  those  seven  historic  days  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Upon 
whatever  field  it  may  hereafter  be  called  upon  to  act  I ask  that  it  may 
never  lose  its  name,  but  may  ever  be  known  as  The  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac,” a name  which  it  never  has  nor  ever  will  disgrace. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  make  mention  of  distinguished  services. 
The  names  of  those  who  deserve  well  of  their  country  would  swell  this 
report  to  too  great  dimensions.  I will  simply  call  attention  to  the  in- 
valuable services  rendered  by  the  artillery,  and  say  that  its  perform- 
ances have  fully  justified  my  anticipations,  and  prove  it  to  be  our  j)olicy 
to  cherish  and  increase  that  arm  of  the  service. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
gallant  and  accomplished  Commodore  John  Eodgers  for  the  valuable 
assistance  rendered  this  army  in  various  ways,  but  especially  by  the 
fire  of  a portion  of  the  flotilla  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy  attacking 
Malvern  Hill  on  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  July.  Their  fire  was  excel- 
lent and  produced  very  beneficial  results, 

I am,  general,  very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General j asliington^  D,  C. 


24  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  ?;xnL 

No.  2. 

Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  during  the  operations  before  Richmond,  Va.,  June  25-July 
2,  1862,  inclusive^ 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 


Killed. 


"Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Kemarks. 


SECOND  AKMY  CORPS. 
Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner. 
Statf 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Israel  B.  Richard- 
son. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Caldwell. 


Staff  

5th  New  Hampshire 

7th  New  York 

61  st  New  York  

Slst  Pennsylvania  . . . 


Total  First  Brigade. 


5e 


Second  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher. 

(2.)  Col.  Robert  NugExNt. 
(3.)  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher. 


Staff  

29th  Massachusetts . 

63d  New  York 

69th  New  York 

88th  New  York 


Total  Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  H.  French. 


52d  New  York 

57th  New  York ... 

64th  New  York 

66th  New  York 

53d  Pennsylvania 
2d  Delaware 


Total  Third  Brigade . 


30 


80 

118 


27 


329  I 


21 

18 

120 

57 


111 


216 


41 


134 


227 


1 

109 

1.52 

117 

175 


554 


1 

35 

70 

208 

129 

493 


17 

17 

35 

44 

27 

38  ' 

36 

45  ) 

15 

28 

32 

36 

162 

208 

* Includes  losses  at  Oak  Grove,  or  the  Orchard,  June  25;  Mechanicsville  and  near 
Hanover  Court-Honse,  Juue  26;  Gaines’  Mill,  or  the  Chickahominy,  Fair  Oaks,  and 
Garnett’s  Farm,  June  27 ; Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms  and  Dispatch  Station,  Juno 
28;  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  Savage  Station,  and  near  Willis’  Church,  Juue 
29;  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Turkey  Bridge,  Jones’  Bridge,  and  Glendale  (Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Charles  City  Cross-Roads),  June  30;  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  and  near  Malvern 
Hill,  July  2. 
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Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Ai'my  of  the  Potomac  daring  the  oper- 
ations before  Richmond,  Fa.,  June  2b-July  2,  1862,  inclusive— Continued. 


Command. 


KUled. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Remarks. 


Artillery. 

Capt  George  W.  Hazzaed 
(wounded). 

1st  Ne-^^  York  Light  Artillery; 
Battery  B. 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  A 
and  C. 


Total  artillery. 

Total  First  Division 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brtg.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Alfred  Sully. 


15th  Massachusetts 

1st  Minnesota 

Massachusetts  Sharpshooters  (Ist 
company). 

34th  New  York 

82d  New  York 

Russell’s  company  sharpshooters 


Total  First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Burns. 


Staff. 

69th  Pennsylvania.. 
71st  Pennsylvania.. 
72d  Pennsylvania.. 
106th  Pennsylvania. 


Total  Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  N . J.  T.  Dana. 


19th  Massachusetts 
20th  Massachusetts 

7th  Michigan 

42d  New  York 


Total  Third  Brigade. 


Artillery. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Tomptcins. 

Ist  Rhode  Island  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  A. 

1st  17.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I. . 


Total  artillery 

Total  Second  Division 


91 


12 


38 


48 


98 


41 


•27  5 

3 4 

16  2 

2 


13 


30 


12 


18 


604 


74 


184 


110 

55 

49 

26 


249 


12 


519 


10 


533 


150 


39 


170 


151 


29 


1,  284 


54 


246 


405 


196 

117 


16 


475  1, 133 
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Command. 

Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers.  1 

Enlisted  men. 

Corps  Artillery  Reserve. 

Ist  New  York  Light  Artillery, 

Battery  G.* 

Ist  Rhode  island  Light  Artil- 

1 

1': 

lery,  Battery  B. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artil- 

1 

lery,  Battery  G. 

Total  Artillery  Reserve 

2 

2 

Cavalry. 

6th  New  York  Cavalry,  Com- 

panies  D,  F,  H,  and  K. 

Total  Second  Army  Corps. . 

12 

189 

72 

1, 123 

14 

1,  010 

2,420 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heiktzelman. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig  Gen.  Joseph  Hookee. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cuviee  Geovee. 

1st  Massachusetts. 

13 

g 

73 

2 

57 

154  f 

11th  Massachusetts 

21 

21 

16th  Massachusetts 

1 

6 

3 

43 

36 

89 

2d  New  Hampshire 

4 

3 

42 

49  i 

26th  Pennsylvania 

1 

20 

21 

42  , 

Total  Fir  st  Brigade 

1 

24 

15 

199 

2 

114 

355 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

70  th  New  York 

3 

1 

g 

1 

14 

Tlst  New  York 

4 

1 

32 

3 

78 

118 

72d  N ew  Y nrk 

1 

13 

67 

6 

87 

73d  New  York 

3 

1* 

25 

1 

5 

35 

74th  N ew  York.. 

2 

37 

15 

54 

Total  Second  Brigade 

1 

25 

3 

170 

4 

105 

308 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  B.  Caee. 

5th  New  Jersey 

2 

10 

3 

15 

6t.h  New  Jersey.  

3 

10 

13 

7th  New  Jersey. 

1 

7 

1 

10 

19 

8th  New  Jersey 

2 

2 

2d  New  York 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

10 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1 

3 

1 

23 

2 

29 

59 

Eemarks. 


Xo  loss  reported. 


See  Artillery  Keserve,  rifth.  Army  Corps. 
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Command. 


KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Kemarks. 


Artillery. 

Ist  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  D. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  4th 
Battery. 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  H — 


Total  artillery 

Total  Second  Division 

THIED  DIVISION. 

Brig,  Gen.  Philip  Kearny. 
First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Eobinson. 


52 


20th  Indiana 

87th  New  York 

57th  Pennsylvania . 
63d  Pennsylvania . 
105th  Pennsylvania 


Total  First  Brigade, 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney. 


Staff 

3d  Maine 

4th  Maine 

38th  New  York , 
40th  New  York . 
lOlst  New  York , 


Total  Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hiram  G.  Berry. 


2d  Michigan  . . 
3d  Michigan  .. 
5th  Michigan  . . 
1st  New  York 
37th  New  York 


Total  Third  Brigade. 


Artillery. 

Ist  Khode  Island  Light  Artillery 
Battery  E . 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  G 


Total  artillery 

Total  Third  Division. 


53 


10 


19 


14 


296 


51 


27 


19 

4 

29 

122 

42 


216 


16 


92 


25 


579 


255 


68 


159 


184 


173 


2 

8 

TsT 


187 

38 

73 

116 

113 


527 


1 

34 

30 

37 

102 

44 


248 


236 

81 


No  loss  reported. 


429 


23 


521  1,227 
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Command. 


KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Remarks. 


Corps  Artillery  Reserve. 

Capt.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  6th 
Battery 

New  Jersey  Light  Artillery,  2d 
Battery 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  K.. 


Total  Corps  Artillery  Re- 
serve. 


Cavalry. 

Col.  William  W.  Averell. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

Total  Cavalry 

Total  Third  Army  Corps. . . 

FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS.* 
Brig.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch. 
First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albion  P.  Howe. 


150 


Staff 

55th  New  York 

62d  New  York 

93d  Pennsylvania . 
98th  Pennsylvania . 
102d  Pennsylvania. 


Total  First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Abercrom- 
bie. 


Staff 

65th  New  York 

67th  New  York 

23d  Pennsylvania. 
31st  Pennsylvania . 
6l8t  Pennsylvania . 


Total  Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer. 


Staff 

7th  Massachusetts. 
10th  Massachusetts . 


23 


17 


44 


977 


14 


142 


32 


161 


14 


15 


11 


11 


780  1, 973 


208 


203 


*Thi8  statement  embraces  the  losses  of  the  Fourth  Army’  Corps  from  June  2 to  July  2,  inclusive. 
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Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  oper- 
ations before  Richmond,  Fa.,  June  2^-July  2,  1862,  inclusive — Continued. 


Command. 

Bailed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

7 

6 

4 

1 

93 

16 

39 

143 

23 

2 

21 

9 

185 

1 

47 

265 

Artillery. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  C. 

1st  Penn  ayl  v an  i a Light  Artillery, 
Battery  D. 

8 

61  I 22  1 488 

3 

94 

676* 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck. 

First  Brigade. 

A 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Xaglee. 

11th  Maine 

56th  New  York 

100th  New  York 

52d  Pennsvlvania 

104th  Pennsylv.ania 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessells. 

81st  Xew  York 

85th  Xew  York 

2 

12 

79 

2 

12 

81 

92d  Xew  York 

9Gth  New  Yoi’k 

1 

1 

98th  New  York 

85th  Pennsylvania 

1 

1 

8 

19 

9 

20 

lOlst  Pennsylvania 

103d  Pennsylvania 

Total  Second  Brigade...... 

1 

2 

1 

120 

124 

Artillery. 

1st  Xew  York  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  H. 

Xew  York  Light  Artillery,  7th 
Battery. 

Total  Second  Division 

1 

2 

1 

120 

124 

Corps  Artillery  Reserve. 

Maj.  Eouert  M.  West. 

Xew  York  Light  Artillery,  8th 
Batt(5ry. 

1st  PennsylvaniaLightArtiUory, 
Battery  E. 

1st  PennsylvaniaLight  Artillery, 
Battery  H. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  M . . . 

Eemarks. 


}Xo  loss  r< 
ported. 


I Xo  loss  re- 
( ported. 


Xo  loss  reported. 

Xo  loss  reported. 
Xoloss  repoi-ted. 


}Xo  loss  re- 
ported. 


Xo  loss  re- 
ported. 


Six  hundred  of  these  casualties  occurred  at  Malvern  Hill,  July  1. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Cavalry. 

Col.  D.  McM.  Gregg. 

8th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

No  loss  reported. 



Total  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

8 

62 

22 

490 

4 

214 

800 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Pouter. 

Sta£f 

1 

1 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Martindale. 

1 

1 

2d  Maine 

4 

3 

52 

5 

45 

109 

18th  Massachusetts* 

22d  Massachusetts 

3 

66 

6 

147 

5 

119 

346 

1st  Michigan 

1 

32 

5 

128 

1 

47 

214 

13th  New  York 

2 

1 

54 

2 

67 

126 

25th  New  York 

2 

4 

2 

39 

2 

35 

84 

Massachusetts  Sharpshooters  (2d 

6 

6 

company). 

Total  First  Brigade 

6 

108 

17 

426 

16 

313 

886 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin. 

9th  Massachusetts 

8 

61 

10 

271 

2 

41 

393 

4th  Micbisan 

5 

51 

5 

136 

1 

54 

252 

14th  New  York 

3 

30 

9 

167 

1 

15 

225 

62d  Pennsylvania 

2 

22 

10 

164 

4 

81 

283 

Total  Second  Brigade 

18 

164 

34 

738 

8 

191 

1, 153 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield. 

Staff 

1 

1 

12th  New  York 

2 

19 

5 

116 

3 

56 

201 

17th  N e w Y ork  *. 

44th  New  York 

16 

6 

99 

34 

155 

16th  Michigan 

2 

47 

8 

140 

2 

54 

253 

Brady’s  company  Michigan  Sharp- 

1 

6 

2 

9 

shooters. 

83d  Pennsylvania 

2 

77 

12 

154 

4 

113 

362 

Total  Third  Brigade 

6 

160 

31 

515 

10 

259 

981 

Artillery. 

Capt.  "William  B.  Weeden. 

Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 

1 

8 

4 

3d  Battery  (C). 



Detached  with  Stonemau's  command. 
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Organization  of  Troops  and  Betiirn  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  oper- 
ations before  Richmond,  Va.,  June  21>-July  2,  186*2,  inclusive — Continued. 


Command. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Eemarks. 


Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
5th  Battery  (E). 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  C. 

5th  U.  s’.  Artillery,  Battery  D . . . 


Total  artillery. 


Sharpshooters. 

Col.  Hiram  Berdan. 

1st  U.  S.  Sharpshooters 

Total  First  Division 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  C.  Buchanan. 


3d  U.  S.  Infantry 
4th  U.  S.  Infantry 
12tli  U.  S.  Infantry 
14th  U.  S.  Infantry 


Total  First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 

Maj.  Charles  S.  Lovell. 


2d  IT.  S.  Infantry 
6‘.h  U.  S.  Infantry 
10th  IT.  S.  Infantry 
11th  IT.  S.  Infantry  . 
17th  U.  S.  Infantry  , 


Total  Second  Brigade . 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  G.  K.  Warren. 


5th  Xew  York 
loth  New  York 


Total  Third  Brigade 


31 


448 


Artillery. 

Capt.  Stephen  H.  Weed. 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  L 
and  M. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I 


Total  artillery 


34 


37 


87 


12 


170 


33 


37 


31 


1, 747 


35 


30 

16 

101 

138 


285 


103 

69 

13 

26 

8 


219 


106 

40 


146 


20 


670 


10 

31 

11 


56 


13 


56 


784  3, 132 


180 


14 


63 

32 

217 

255 


567 


139 

121 

22 

43 

34 


359 


163 

123 


83 


286 


32 


358  1, 244 


Total  Second  Division. 
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Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  oper- 
ations before  Richmond,  Fa.,  June  2^-July  2,  1862,  inclusive — Continued. 


Command. 


Killed. 


"Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Bemarks. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


(1.)  Brig.Gen.  George  A.  McCall 
(captured). 

(2.)  Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Seymour, 
Staff 


First  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Eetnolds 
(captured). 

(2.)  Col.  Seneca  G.  Simmons 
(killed). 

(3.)  Col.  R.  Biddle  Roberts. 


Staff 

Ist  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

2d  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

8th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

13th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (1st 
Rifles),  Companies  A,  B, 
D,  E,  F,  and  K, 


Total  First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade 
(wounded). 

(2.)  Col.  Albert  L.  Magilton. 


Staff 

3d  Pennsylvania  Reserves  . 
4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
7th  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
11th  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 


Total  Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.Gen.  Truman  Seymour. 
(2.)  Col.  C,  Feger  Jackson. 


6th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  t . 
9th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  . . 
10th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  . , 
12th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  . . 


Total  Third  Brigade. 


Artillery. 

Ist  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  A. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  B. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  G. 

5th  U,  S,  Artillery,  Battery  C 


Total  artillery. 


122 

74 

114 

106 

48 


47 

21 

58 

80 

180 


102 


33 


464 


17 


386 


3 

4 

5 
5 

(*) 


76 

41 

132 

*18 


136 

128 

619 


105 


17 


267 


37 


972 


129 

137 

59 


75 


14 


325 


140 


18 


39 


2 

205 

118 

207 

230 

247 


1,  009 


4 

187 


294 

716 


1, 400 


208 

239 

112 


559 


74 


* The  wounded  at  Gaines’  Mill  are  counted  among  the  captured  or  missing, 
t Detached  with  Casey’s  command. 
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Commaud. 


Killed. 


Cavalry. 

Col.  James  H.  Childs. 
4tU  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  . . 
Total  Third  Division  . 


16 


Cavalry. 

Col.  John  F.  Faunsworth. 
8th  Illinois  Cavalry 


AKTILLEPvY  RESERVE. 


302 


Wounded. 


70 


11 


1, 106 


Captured  or 
missing. 


58 


Kemarks. 


22 


1,  515  ! 3,  067 


Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt. 

First  Brigade  {Horse  Artillery). 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays. 


2d  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  A 6 1 7 

2d  H.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  B 1 1 

and  L. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery.  Battery  M 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  B.atteries  C 

and  G.* 


Total  First  Brigade j 6 2 8 


Second  Brigade. 


No  loss  reported. 


Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Getty. 

Ist  IT.  S.  Artillerj^  Battery  E... 
IstlJ.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  G .. 
Ist  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  K. .. 
4th  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  G. . . 
.5th  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  A... 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  K..  . 

Total  Second  Brigade 


Third  Brigade. 

MaJ.  Au5ERT  Arndt. 

Ist  Battalion  New  York  Light 
Artillery.  Battery  A. 

Ist  Battalion  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  Battery  B. 

Ist  Battalion  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  Battery  C. 

1st  Battalion  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  Battery  D. 

Total  Third  Brigade 


Fourth  Brigade. 

MaJ.  E.  Jl.  Petiierbkidce. 

Staff  

Maiyland  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tjry  A. 


11 


i 


3 


* Detached  with  Casey’s  command. 

3 11  R — VOL  XI,  PT  II 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


34 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXm. 


Organization  of  Troops  and  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  oper- 
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Command. 


Maryland  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery B. 


Total  Fourth  Brigade. 


^ Fifth  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  Howard  Carlisle. 


2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  E 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  F 
and  K. 


Total  Fifth  Brigade. 


Unattached. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  G.* 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  5th 
Battery.! 


Total  unattached 

Total  Artillery  Keserve. 


Siege  Tram. 

Col.  IlOBERT  0.  Tyler. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  . 
Total  Fifth  Army  Corps . . . 

SIXTH  AIIMY  CORPS. 
Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  B.  Franklin. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Biig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum. 
First  Brigade. 

Biig.  Gen.  George  W.  Taylor. 


1st  New  Jersey. 
2d  New  Jersey. 
3J  New  Jersey - 
4.h  New  Jer.sey 


Total  First  Brigade 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett. 


5tli  Maine 

IGth  New  York. 


Killed. 


56 


15 


2 

939 


110 


Wounded. 


194 


20 


17 


20 


75 


4 

3,m 


80 

53 

131 

96 


360 


44 

173 


Captured  or 
missing. 


13 


27 


101  2, 700 


57 

42 

4.3 

415 


25 


557 


25 


107 


35 


7,  601 


164 

114 

'215 

585 


1,078 


228 


* Temporarily  assigned  July  1 from  Second  Corps, 
t Not  mounted  officers  and  men  serving  with  other  batteries. 


Remarks. 
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Coramaiul. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missiiJg. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

1 

1 Enlisted  men. 

Officeis. 

Enli.sted  men. 

12 

10 

108 

32 

162 

96th  Pennsylvania 

1 

12 

2 

59 

13 

87 

Total  Second  Brigade  

3 

66 

25  1 

384 

2 

66 

546 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Newton. 

Staff  

2 

2 

18th  New  York 

2 

10 

4 

59 

1 

49 

125 

1 

16 

4 

83 

30 

134 

1 

43 

16 

60 

95th  Pennsylvania 

2 

8 

4 

80 

18 

112 

Total  Third  Brigade 

^ 1 

35 

14 

265 

1 

113 

433 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Edward  R.  Platt. 

Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1st  Battery  (A.) 

New  Jersey  Light  Artillery,  Ist 

6 

1 

7 

Battery. 

2d  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D 

Total  artillery 

1 

1 

5 

13 

1 

4 

6 

18 

Total  First  Division 

14 

212 

59 

1,022 

28 

2,  075 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock. 

filli  IVfniiift  - 

3 

1 

25 

30 

59 

43d  New  York  

2 

40 

29 

71 

40tli  Prf»T»nflyl vaniii 

4 

13 

12 

29 

5th  Wisconsin 

2 

12 

27 

41 

Total  First  Brigade  

9 

3 

90 

98 

200 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks. 

2d  Vermont 

1 

42 

36 

79 

3(1  Vei  mont ...... 

1 

6 

1 

21 

15 

44 

4th  Vermont 

12 

12 

.5t  h V erm  on  t. - 

2 

29 

9 

138 

31 

209 

Cth  Vermont 

c 

1 

47 

57 

111 

Total  Second  Brigade '. 

3 

1 42 

11 

1 260 

139 

455 

Third  Brigade. 

Bi-ig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 

7th  Maine 

5 

5 

20th  New  York 

3 

1 

io 

61 

64 

33d  New  York 

1 

6 

1 

8 

1 

19 

86 

llcmarks. 
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Coiumaud. 


49th  New  Tork 

77th  New  York 

Total  Third  Brigade 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres. 

1st  New  Tork  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  E. 

New  Tork  Light  Artillery,  1st 
Battery. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  9d 
Battery. 

5th  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  F 

Total  artillery 

Cavalry. 

5th  Pennsylvania,  Companies  I 
and  K. 

Total  Second  Division 

Unattached  Cavalry. 

1st  New  York 

Total  Sixth  Aimy  Corps. . . 


CAVALRY  RESERVE. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  Sx.  Geo.  Cooke. 

6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

1st  TJ.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies  A, 

C,  F,  and  H. 

5th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies  A, 

D,  F,  H,  and  I. 

Gth  U.  S.  Cavalry 

Total  Cavalry  Reserve 


VOLUNTEER  ENGINEER  BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury. 

15th  New  York  Engineers 

50th  New  Tork  Engineers 

Total  Volunteer  Engineer 
Brigade. 

Battalion  TJ.  S.  Engineers 


TROOPS  AT  WHITE  HOUSE,  VA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey. 

11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B,  D,  F,  I,  and  K. 
1st  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
Battery  F. 

93d  New  Tork,  Companies  B,  C, 
D,  E,  G,  and  I. 


Killed. 


18 


11 


66 


278 


13 


Wounded. 


16 


75 


21 


Captured  or 
missing. 


375 


1, 397 


27 


50 


29 


11 


86 


15 


338 


1, 081 


122 


22 


2,878 


55 


82  154 


12 


12 


11 


Remarks. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. . 

Captured  or 
missing. 

j Aggregate. 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

1 

s 

o 

Enlisted  men. 

i 1 

05 

(n 

o 

m 

o 

Enlisted  men. 

TROOPS  AT  GENERAL.  HEAD- 
QUARTERS. 

McClellan  Dragoons  

No  loss  reported. 

Stiir^^s’  

Oneida  (N.  X.)  Cavalry 

93d  New  York,  Companies  A,  F, 
H,  and  Kh 

‘2d  U.  S Cavalry 

4th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies  A 
and  E. 

8th  U.  S.  Infantry,  Companies  F 
and  G. 

REC  APITUL  A T ION. 


Second  Array  Corps 

12 

189 

72 

1,123 

977 

14 

1,  010 

2,420 

1,973 

800 

Third  Array  Corps 

8 

150 

44 

14 

780 

Fourth  Array  Corps 

8 

62 

22 

490 

4 

214 

Fifth  Army  Corps 

56 

939 

194 

3,  611 

1,  397 

101 

2,  700 

1,  081 
82 

7,  601 
2,  878 
154 

Sixth  Array  Corps 

18 

278 

75 

29 

Cavalry  Reserve 

1 

13 

5 

50 

3 

Volunteer  Engineer  Brigade 

12 

12 

Battalion  U.  S.  Engineers 

2 

9 

11 

Grand  total  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

103 

[1,631  i 

412 

7,  650 

165 

5,888 

1 

15,  849 

Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  OaJc  Grove,  or  the  Orchard,  Va.,  June 

25,  1862.^ 

[Compiled.from  nomiaal  list  of  casualties,  &c.  \ 


Command. 

KiUed. 

AVounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

j 

Aggregate.  1 

i 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

3«1  Ma.inft  

No  loss  reported. 

4th  Maine 

1 

1 

2d  New  Ilamp.shire  

4 

1 

33 

38 

Ist  Massachu.setts  

9 

6 

49 

64 

7th  Maasachiiafttt..s - 

1 

1 

14 

16 

lOtii  Maasachiisntts 

8 

8 

11th  Masanc.hiisfitts  

18 

18 

16th  Mass.achiisetts 

3 

1 

21 

4 

29 

19th  Massachusetts 

1 

10 

2 

38 

51 

2<l  Rhode  Island 

5 

1 

16 

22 

1st  N ow  York 

6 

6 

2d  Now  York 

1 

;j 

2 

6 

36th  New  Vork 

1 

4 

5 

37th  New  York 

3 

40th  New  York 

1 

1 

2 

70th  New  York 

8 

1 

9 

1 

14 

7l8t  New  York 

3 

1 

28 

4 

36 

* These  casualties  are  embraced  in  preceding  table. 
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Eeturti  of  Casualties  iu  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  Oak  Grove,  or  the  Orchard,  Va.,  June 

25, 1862 — Continued. 


Command. 


72d  New  York 

73d  New  York 

74th  New  York 

87th  New  York  . . 

101st  New  York 

New  Jersey  Light  Artillery,  2d 
Buttery. 

.5th  New  Jersey 

7th  New  Jersey 

26tli  Benusylvania 

63d  Pennsylvania 

105th  Pennsylvania  

2d  Michitran 

3d  Michigan  

5th  Michigan  

20th  Indiana 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  detachm’t 
Battery  K. 

Total 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


11 


65 


21 


483 


Captured  or 
missing. 


32 


54 


1 

3 

125 


626 


Remarks. 


No  loss  reported. 

No  loss  reported. 
No  loss  reported. 


Eeturn  o/  Casualties  in  the  Uni07i  forces  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Mechanics ville,  Va.,  June 

26, '1862." 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c  .] 


Command. 


Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
3d  Battery  (C). 

9th  Massachusetts  

22d  Massachusetts  

13th  New  York  

14th  New  York 

25th  New  York  

4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalrj’,  Com- 
panies E and 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  A. 

Ist  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  B. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  G. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

2d  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

3d  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  

5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  ... 

7th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

8th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

9th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

10th  Pennsylvania  Resei  ves 

12th  Pennsylvania  Reserve  s 
13th  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (1st 
Rities),  Companies  A,  B, 
D,  E,  F,  and  K. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


20 

27 

2 

’43 

12 

8 

10 

16 


Captured  or 
missing. 


Remarks. 


No  loss  reported. 
No  loss  reported. 

No  loss  reported. 

No  loss  reported. 


* These  casualties  are  embraced  iu  lii  st  table,  pp.  24-37. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville,  Va.,  June 

26,  1862 — Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

i 

Aggregate. 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers.  j 

Enlisted  men. 

1 Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

62d  PftTin  sylvan  in,  - 

No  loss  reported. 
No  loss  reported. 

Brady’s  company  Michigan 
Sharpsheoters. 

Ist  

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

22 

3 

1 

2 

5 

29 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

4th  Michigan  

4 

5 

8th  Illinois  Cavalry,  detachment  . 

Ist  TJ.  S.  Sharpshooters  

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  L 
and  M. 

5th  U.  S.  Artil'erj’',  Batterv  C 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  K 

Total 

1 

1 

49 

9 198 

3 

102 

361 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  at  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Va.,  June  27,  1862.* 

[Comiwled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

a 

OJ 

a 

4) 

CO 

'a 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

General  and  general  staff  officers. 
2d  Maine 

1 

. 3 

5 

1 

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

34 

44 

2 

2 

3 

144 

104 

44 

7 

2 

5tli  Blaine 

1 

Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
tst  Battery  (A). 

•Massachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
3il  Battery  (C). 

Alassachusetts  Light  Artillery, 
5tli  Battery  (E). 

9th  Massachusetts 

1 

3 

51 

55 

2 

23 

112 

6 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

5 

22d  Massachusetts 

29th  Massachusetts 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  C. 

1st  Battalion  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  Battery  B. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  5th 
Battery. 

5th  Now  York 

1 

5 

12 

6 

1 

106 

40 

62 

50 

68 

154 

59 

17 
106 

83 

39 

18 

2 

1 

37 

8 

9 

2 

10 

31 

10 

4 

12 

16 

1 

5 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

8 

4 

1 

10 

4 

14 
69 
52 
65 

15 

7 

35 

19 

23 

lOtli  Now  York 

1 

2 

2 

1 

12th  New  York 

2 

13th  New  York 

14th  New  York 

1 

1 

2 

2 

16th  New  York  

18th  New  York 

...... 

25th  New  York. 

27th  New  York  

31st  New  York 

1 

32d  New  York 

16 

28 

44th  New  York 

4 

52.1  New  York 

57th  Now  York ’ . 

1 

1 

..... 

5’ 

63d  New  York •. |.. 

* Those  casualties  are  embraced  in  first  table,  pp.  24-37. 


Eemarks. 


4 


89 

66 

5 


3 


8 

231 

283 

1 

15 

8 

1 


162 

122 

131 

120 

100 

201 

110 

45 

151 

104 

56 

55 


1 

7 


No  loss  reported. 
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Eeturn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Va.,  June  27,  18G:, 

Continued. 


Command. 


64th  New  York 

66th  New  York 

69th  New  York 

88th  New  York 

New  Jersey  Light  Artillery,  1st 
Battery. 

1st  New  Jersey  — 

2d  New  Jersey.  Companies  D, 
H,  I,  and  K. 

3d  New  Jersey 

4th  New  Jersey 

4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies A,  B,  C.  E,  F,  and  11 . 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  A. 

1st  Pennsylvania'  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  B. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artil- 
lery, Battery  Gr. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Eeserves 

2d  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

3d  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

5th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

7th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

8th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

9th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

10th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

11th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

12th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 

13th  Pennsylvania  Reserves 
(1st  Rifles),  Companies  A, 
B,  D,  E,  and  F. 

53d  Pennsylvania 

62d  Pennsylvania 

83d  Pennsylvania 

95th  Pennsylvania 

96th  Pennsylvania 

2d  Delaware 

Brady’s  company,  Michigan 
Sharpshooters. 

1st  Michigan 

4th  Michigan 

16th  Michigan 

8th  Illinois  Cavalry  (detach- 
ment). 

1st  U.  S.  Sharpshooters 

1st  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies 
A,  C,  F,  and  H. 

4th  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies 
A and  E. 

5th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies 
A,  D,  F,  H,'  and  I. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  A.. 
2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  B 
and  L. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D . . 
3d  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  L 
and  M. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  C . . 
5th  E.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D . . 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  F . . 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  1. .. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  K.. 

2d  U.  S.  Infantry 

3d  U.  S.  Infantry 

4th  U.  S.  Infantnjr 

6th  U.  S.  Infantry 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


75 

52 

131 

96 

2 

5 


2 

6 

2 

3 

(*) 


11 


(*) 


76 


107 

3 

7 

18 


103 

19 


47 


Captured  or 
missing. 


43 

415 


46 

46 

8 

89 
46 

9 

25 

609 

8 

90 


159 

113 

215 

585 

2 

15 

13 


19 

45 

35 
98 
62 

36 
168 
149 

55 

134 

684 

26 

111 


164 

196 

112 

87 


1.51 


214 

3 


139 

45 

19 

99 


Remarks. 


No  loss  reported. 
No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 


No  loss  reported. 
No  loss  reporteil. 


Included  among  the  captured  or  missing. 
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Beturn  of  Casnallies  in  the  Union  forces  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Va.,  June  27,  1862 — 

Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
ini.ssing. 

Aggregate. 

i 

Remarks. 

OfiBcers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

10th  U.  S.  Infantry,  Companies 

4 

1 

13 

4 

22 

B,  E,  G,  and  I. 

11t}i  TT  S Ttifantry 

7 

2 

26 

8 

43 

12th  U.  S.  Infantry 

1 

53 

5 

97 

56 

212 

14th  n.  S.  Infantry  

18 

5 

124 

93 

240 

17th  U.  S.  Infantry 

1 

5 

1 

8 

2 

17 

34 

Provost  Guard,  Regular  Cav- 

1 

3 

2 

6 

alry  Division.* 

Total 

51 

843 

164 

2,  943 

104 

2,  732 

6,  837 

* Not  accounted  for  in  their  regiments. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Philip  St.  George  Cooke^  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Cavalry  Reserve.,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Reserve, 

Camp  on  James  River,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir  : T have  the  lionor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Oavalrj^  Reserve 
in  the  battle  of  June  27.  Its  extraordinary  duties  and  exposure  for  the 
(hiy  or  two  previous  in  covering  the  right  and  rear  of  the  army  had 
caused  the  detachment  of  about  half  ot‘  my  forces,  under  Brigadier- 
(Tcneral  Emory,  and  which  that  morning  were  ordered  to  retire  on  a 
dilferent  line. 

In  obedience  to  orders  I left  Cold  Harbor,  and  arrived  on  the  field  of 
battle  about  the  hour  the  enemy  began  his  attack.  I selected  a posi- 
tion and  disposed  my  force  in  contiguous  close  columns.  Of  the  First 
Brigade  there  were  present  two  and  a half  squadrons  Fifth  Cavalry, 
and  three  squadrons  Lancers,  Colonel  Rushj  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Colonel  Blake,  only  two  skeleton  squadrons  First  Cavalry,  and  the 
])rovost  guard,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grier. 

About  6 o’clock  j).  m.  I observed  all  the  infantry  of  the  left  wing, 
in  rear  of  which  was  my  i)osition,  giving  way,  and  three  batteries, 
which  in  reserve  positions  had  been  silent  the  whole  day,  opened  a 
violent  fire  Ti])on  the  advancing  lines  of  the  enemy.  Without  orders, 
of  course,  1 instantly  conducted  the  Fifth  and  First  Cavalry  to  the 
front,  ami  dei)loyed  them  in  two  lines  a little  in  rear  of  and  just  filling 
the  interval  of  tlie  two  right  batteries.  This  was  under  a warm  fire  of 
musketry  and  shell.  1 instructed  Cai>tain  Whiting,  commanding  the 
Fifth,  to  c.harge  when  the  support  or  safety  of  the  batteries  required 
it.  1 instructed  Colonel  Blake  to  support  the  Fifth  and  charge  when 
necessary. 

1 then  galloj)ed  to  the  left,  and  placed  the  Lancers  on  the  right  of  the 
I bird  battery — Second  Artillery,  Captain  Robertson.  I found  it  limber- 


42  TPTE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  Xxm. 

ing,  having  been  wliolly  unsii[)poi‘ted.  1 ordered  the  fire  reopened. 
The  position  was  not  very  good  for  the  matter  in  hand,  but  the  renewed 
fire  was  continued  until  the  rest  of  the  army  had  retreated,  and  the 
enemy  was  nearer  the  only  line  of  retreat  than  we  were.  I then  ordered 
this  battery  to  retire,  and  when  it  was  all  to  the  rear  I fell  back  about 
400  i)aces  with  the  Lancers,  and  found  the  enemy  checked  at  the  brow 
of  the  hill  by  a most  brave  handful  of  infantry — I was  told  part  of  the 
Ninth  Massachusetts — and  my  First  Cavalry,  in  line  on  the  slope,  a 
little  in  their  rear.  I then  formed  the  Lancers,  and  ordered  the  First 
Cavalry  to  take  post  on  the  left  of  the  infantry,  but  by  an  unhappy 
misconception  of  the  order  they  advanced  close  upon  their  rear.  While 
they  were  in  motion  Colonel  Childs,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  re- 
ported to  me  with  an  only  squadron  of  his  regiment  in  hand,  expressing 
a noble  devotion.  I sent  him  to  join  the  left  of  the  First,  and  this  was 
done  with  a jmecision  and  bravery  wdiich  would  have  honored  veterans. 
Thus  was  withstood,  under  a hot  fire  of  infantry,  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  at  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Then  a battery  of  ours,  which  had  been 
posted  4n0  or  500  paces  in  our  rear  in  the  obscurity  of  evening  and  of 
smoke  and  dust,  opened  a fire  of  shrapnel,  which  fell  among  us  instead 
of  the  enemy.  I then  ordered  the  cavalry  to  retire,  having  been  informed 
a second  or  third  time  that  General  Porter  had  ordered  a retreat,  and 
which  he  has  informed  me  he  had  not  done.  The  infantry  were  near 
the  cover  of  a ravine  leading  to  the  rear,  and  retired  at  the  same  time. 
Having  reached  the  hollow  under  and  safe  from  the  fire  of  our  battery, 
1 formed  once  more  the  First  Cavalry  and  the  Lancers.  The  enemy  made 
no  further  advance. 

It  was  a hard  duty  given  this  half  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry.  Emulation 
of  the  habitual  devotion  of  our  artillery  was  a strong  motive.  I was 
determined  on  this  occasion  they  should  not  be  sacrificed  nor  lose  their 
guns. 

The  charge  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  failed  to  be  carried  home.  The  left 
squadron  had  but  one  otficer  i)resent,  the  gallant  Captain  Chambliss, 
and  when  he  fell  it  broke  and  threw  the  rest  of  the  line  into  disorder. 
Its  success,  beyond  enabling  the  batteries  to  get  oft,  was  imxmssible,  It 
lost  most  severely,  and  did  not  rally.  The  First  Cavalry  then  retired 
in  line,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  batteries.  Its  subsequent  action  has 
been  given. 

The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  (Lancers),  under  its  gallant  colonel  (Rush) 
and  his  fine  officers,  performed  its  duty  handsomely.  The  reports  of 
commanders  are  inclosed,  with  the  lists  of  casualties.  These  show  a 
loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  9 officers,  92  rank  and  file, 
and  128  horses. 

I again  Lave  the  pleasure  of  commending  the  bravery  and  ability 
with  which  my  staff  (Capt.  W.  Merritt,  Second  Cavalry ; First  Lieut. 
James  P.  Martin,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  Frank  Beach,  Fourth  Artillery) 
l)erformed  their  duties. 

Privates  B.  F.  King,  Company  D,  Sixth  Cavalry,  and  Adam  Romer, 
Company  B,  Fifth  Cavalry,  performed  services  above  their  i)Osition  as 
orderlies  with  intelligence,  bravery,  and  x)romptness. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  ST.  GEO.  COOKE, 
Brigadier- General,  U,  S.  Army. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

AssL  Adjt.  Ge7i.j  Fifth  P7^ovisio7ial  Army  Corps. 
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seven-days’  battles. 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

February  28,  1804. 

Sir:  I inclose  communication  from  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 
LI.  S.  Army,  which  explains  itself.  I was  on  General  Cooke’s  staff  at 
tlie  time  spoken  of,  and  he  sends  the  paper  to  me  to  be  assured  ot  the 
correctness  of  his  statement.  All  he  says  in  his  letter  is  strictly  true. 
There  are  a thousand  and  one  misrepresentations  in  regard  to  the  oper- 
ations of  the  cavalry  at  Gaines’  Mill,  arising  from  statements  of  per- 
sons who  were  ignorant  of  the  facts  or  circulated  falsehood  maliciously. 

The  cavalry  did  much  on  that  field  to  restore  the  fortunes  of  the  day 
in  charging  and  supporting  under  the  most  merciless  fire  batteries 
which  otherwise,  on  account  of  having  no  supports,  would  have  been 
obliged  to  retire  much  earlier  than  they  did,  thus  suspending  a fire  that 
kept  the  enemy  in  check. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier -General  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

To  the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 

[Inclosure.] 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  February  6,  1804. 

I have  found  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  of  January  23  what 
purports  to  be  part  of  Major-General  McClellan’s  official  report,  and 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  relating  to  the  battle  of  Gaines’ 
Mill: 

This  reverse,  aided  by  the  confusion  that  followed  an  unsuccessful  charge  by  five 
companies  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  and  followed,  as  it  was,  by  more  determined  assaults 
on  the  remainder  of  our  lines,  now  outflanked,  caused  a general  retreat  from  our  posi- 
tion to  the  hill  in  the  rear,  overlooking  the  bridge.  French’s  and  Meagher’s  brigatles 
now  appeared,  driving  before  them  the  stragglers  who  were  thronging  toward  the 
bridge.  These  brigades  advanced  boldly  to  the  front,  and  by  their  example,  as  well 
as  by  the  steadiness  of  their  bearingj  reanimated  our  own  troops  and  warned  the 
enemy  that  re-enforcements  had  arrived.  It  was  now  dark.  The  enemy,  already  re- 
pulsed several  times  witb  terrible  slaughter  and  bearing  the  shouts  of  fresh  troops, 
failed  to  follow  up  their  advantage.  This  gave  an  opportunity  to  rally  our  men  be- 
hind the  brigades  of  Generals  French  and  Meagher,  and  they  again  advanced  up  the 
hill,  ready  to  repulse  another  attack. 

Tlie  whole  paragraph,  compiled,  of  course,  from  the  report  of  his 
favorite  general,  who  has  since  been  dismissed  and  forever  incapacitated 
to  hold  an  office  of  honor,  is  essentially  false,  but  especially  in  its  be- 
ginning, where  a devoted  and  successful  effort  of  a few  squadrons 
of  cavalry,  in  connection  with  a few  others,  to  save  some  of  the  artil- 
lery and  some  of  the  honor  of  an  army  after  it  had  suddenly  retreated 
in  disorder,  is  maliciously  and  absurdly  belied  into  a cause  of  the 
defeat.  Also,  when  General  French’s  brigade  approached  the  field  of 
battle,  the  rebels  had  been  checked  and  finally  stopped  at  its  edge  by 
this  remnant  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve  and  perhaps  100  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  and  while  they  thus  faced  the  enemy  were  fired  into  from  their 
rear  by  a battery  belonging  to  or  with  said  brigade. 

If  tlie  War  Department  publishes  General  McClellan’s  report  it 
would  be  but  just  to  give  publicity  to  this,  and  I request  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  ST.  GEO.  COOKE, 

Brigadier -General^  tl.  8.  Army. 

To  the  Ad.tutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington  City. 
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Report  of  Col.  George  A.  H.  Blake,  First  U.  JS.  Cavalry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp,  Harrison^s  Landing,  James  River,  Ya.,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  headquarters  cavalry  divis- 
ion I have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  this  brigade  on  the 
26th  instant  and  its  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  following  day. 

The  brigade  consisted  of  two  small  squadrons  of  the  First  TJ.  S.  Cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grier,  and  the  provost  guard 
of  the  division,  consisting  of  39  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Balk,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  On  the  26th  instant  information  was  re- 
ceived of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  who  we  were  informed  were  seen 
upon  the  road  in  our  rear.  The  brigade  was  immediately  formed. 
About  12  o’clock  m.  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  reached  Cold 
Harbor,  where  we  remained  for  the  night. 

About  7 o’clock  upon  the  following  morning  (June  27)  the  line  of 
march  was  again  resumed,  and  we  proceeded  to  a point  which  was  then 
occupied  for  the  time  by  General  F.  J.  Porter  as  his  headquarters,  on 
the  road  leading  to  No.  8 Bridge.  The  brigade  was  placed  in  position, 
and  about  11  o’clock  the  engagement  commenced.  A short  time  after 
the  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  house  occupied  by 
General  F.  J.  Porter  as  his  headquarters.  Late  in  the  evening,  when 
our  infantry  retired  before  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
the  brigade  was  ordered  upon  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cav- 
alry, with  orders  to  act  as  a reserve  to  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  who  were 
ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  and,  if  successful,  to  take  advantage  of 
it  and  follow  it  up.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so  destructive  tliat  a 
charge  was  not  effected.  The  command  fell  back  with  the  artillery  in 
good  order  and  occupied  a position  about  600  yards  from  our  formqr 
position.  We  were  again  ordered  to  the  front,  and  acted  as  a support 
to  a body  of  infantry  who  had  rallied  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  and 
were  holding  the  enemy  in  check.  When  our  artillery  was  posted  on 
the  hill  in  rear  we  were  ordered  to  retire,  so  as  to  be  out  of  his  fire. 
We  fell  back  a short  distance  and  remained  until  1 o’clock  a.  m.  on  the 
28th  instant,  when  the  command  retired  across  the  Chickahominy,  near 
Savage  Station. 

I am  indebted  to  Lientenant-Colonel  Grier,  Captain  Eeno,  Captain 
Kellogg,  Lieutenant  Feilner,  Lieutenant  Allen  (dangerously  wounded), 
all  of  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry ; Lieutenant  Balk,  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalrj^, 
and  Lieutenant  Kneass,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Cavalry,  for  the  i)rompt  and  cheerful  assistance 
given  me  on  the  field.  Lieutenant  Balk  and  myself  were  slightly  struck 
during  the  engagement,  but  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  notice 
further. 

A list  of  casualties  will  be  furnished  when  received. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  H.  BLAKE, 

Colonel  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  James  P.  Martin. 
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Report  of  Col.  Richard  H.  Rush,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  battle 

of  Caines'^  3Iill. 

(Jamp  of  the  Oavalky  Keserve, 

In  the  Field,  June  28,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  aetion  of  the  27th 
instant,  when  the  enemy  in  force  attacked  General  F.  J.  PorteFs  corps, 
three  squadrons  of  my  regiment  were  engaged.  I was  assigned  my 
position  in  the  field  with  the  Cavalry  Eeserve,  and  during  the  close  of 
the  action  received  orders  to  be  on  hand  and  ready  to  support  the  reg- 
ular cavalry  when  it  charged.  Soon  afterward  received  orders  to  sup- 
l>ort  Robertson’s  battery  and  afterward  to  cover  its  retreat  from  the 
held.  These  duties  were  all  performed  under  a very  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy,  and  at  about  sunset  I took  up  a new  position  in  advance  of 
the  troops  that  were  rallying  near  the  hospital. 

My  regiment  was  the  last  to  leave  the  left  of  the  field,  where  our 
troops  had  given  way,  and  the  perfect  coolness  and  admirable  behavior 
of  otticers  and  men  enabling  me  to  maneuver  the  regiment  in  close 
column  of  squadrons  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  character  of  the 
ground,  I was  enabled  to  cover  my  regiment  and  prevent  a heavier  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded.  My  men  and  horses  were  worn  down  with 
previous  picket  and  outpost  duty.  Some  of  the  companies  had  not  been 
unsaddled  for  a week. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  H.  RUSH, 
Colonel  Regiment  of  Lancers, 

Lieut.  James  P.  Martin, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Reserve. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  N.  Grier,  First  U.  8.  Cavalry,  of  battle  of 

Gaines'^  Mill. 

Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  : For  the  information  of  Col.  G.  A.  H.  Blake,  First  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade  of  Cavalry  Reserve,  I have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  in  the  action  of  27th  of  June, 
1862,  at  or  near  Gaines’  Hill,  on  the  Chickahominy,  by  two  squadrons 
of  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry.  The  whole  strength  of  the  regiment  on  that 
day  consisted  of  two  small  squadrons,  about  125  enlisted  men.  Captain 
Beno,  First  Cavalry,  commanding  one  squadron,  and  Lieutenant  Kel- 
logg commanding  the  other.  During  the  day  the  regiment  was  kept 
moving  from  one  point  to  another  until  in  the  afternoon  it  was  placed, 
together  with  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  Rush’s  Lancers,  (volunteer 
(cavalry),  on  the  extreme  left,  in  the  sui^port  of  our  artillery. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  our  left  wing  was  driven  back  by  very  heavy 
re-enforcements  of  the  enemy,  and  after  they  debouched  from  the  timber 
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in  our  front  were  charged  by  the  Fifth  Eegiment  of  U.  S.  Cavalry,  my 
two  squadrons  directed  to  be  held  as  a reserve  to  watch  the  effect  of 
that  charge  and  act  accordingly.  The  charge  of  the  Fifth  having  made 
no  visible  impression  on  the  overwhelming  masses  of  the  enemy  and 
none  of  them  effecting  a rally  on  the  reserve,  my  squadrons  retired  in 
good  order  at  a walk  in  rear  of  our  artillery. 

During  the  afternoon’s  engagement  the  squadrons  were  subjected  to 
a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  met  with  coolness  and  steadi- 
ness by  officers  and  men.  Colonel  Blake  having  been  i)reseut,  and 
acted  with  these  two  small  squadrons  of  the  regiment,  is  fully  cognizant 
of  its  services  during  the  day,  and  therefore  probably  requires  no  detail 
of  its  different  movements  from  point  to  poiut  during  the  day. 

WM.  N.  GKIEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  ]Sr.  W.  Kneass, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Reserve  Cavalry. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  R.  McArthur,  Fifth  U.  8.  Cavalry,  of  the  battle  of 

Gaines’’  Mill. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Cavalry, 

In  the  Field,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  in  the  battle 
which  occurred  on  Thursday,  the  27th  of  June,  1862,  near  Woodbury’s 
Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy : 

It  is  here  proper  to  state  that  there  were  but  five  companies  present, 
the  remaining  five  acting  with  General  Stoneman  to  the  right  and  rear. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  engagement  the  regiment  was  kept  out 
of  fire,  prepared  to  move  wherever  occasion  demanded.  Late  in  the 
action,  and  about  6 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  regiment  was  moved 
up  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  to  support  Benson’s  battery  and  another 
battery  on  the  right.  The  regiment  occupied  this  position  until  the 
battery  on  the  right  had  ceased  firing.  Tke  enemy  advanced  boldly 
on  these  batteries,  which  had  opened  a murderous  fire  upon  them  with 
the  evident  intention  of  carrying  them.  As  soon  as  the  battery  on  our 
right  ceased'firing  Captain  Whiting,  who  was  at  that  time  in  command, 
gave  the  order  to  charge.  The  regiment  charged  the  enemy’s  infantry 
under  a most  galling  fire  until  6 officers  out  of  the  7 had  been  struck 
down.  The  column,  being  left  without  officers,  wheeled  to  the  right, 
and  came  off*  in  as  good  order  as  could  be  expected. 

1 regret  to  state  that  Captains  Whiting  and  Chambliss  and  Lieuten- 
ant Sweet  have  not  been  seen  or  heard  of  since  the  charge,  and  I am 
unable  to  state  whether  they  are  killed  or  merely  wounded  and  taken 
prisoners. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Adjt.  Thomas  E.  Maley.  who,  although  severely 
wounded,  rendered  great  service  to  me  in  assisring  to  reform  the  regi- 
ment at  once  in  rear  of  our  forces.  Lieutenant  Watkins  was  severely 
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wounded  and  also  trampled  on  by  several  horses  of  the  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Arnold  was  slightly  wounded. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  McARTHUli, 

Captain^  Fifth  Cavalry^  Commanding  Regiment, 

Lieut.  James  P.  Martin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral^  Cavalry  Reserve, 

N^ote. — Those  struuk  dovrn  were  Captains  Whiting  and  Chambliss, 
Lieutenants  Arnold,  Sweet,  Watkins,  and  Maley,  leaving  Cai)t.  J.  H. 
McArthur  alone  unhurt  and  in  command  of  the  five  companies  of  the 
regiment  engaged. 

J.  H.  MCARTHUR, 
Captain^  Fifth  Cavalry^  Commanding, 


m,  8. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alfred  Pleasonton,  Second  U,  S,  Cavalry^  of  operations 

June  2S- July  3. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  Harrison'^ s Landing ^ James  River ^ Uu.,  July  4,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  services 
of  my  command,  the  Second  Cavalry  and  the  iVlcClellan  Dragoons,  489 
strong,  in  executing  the  orders  of  General  McClellan,  from  the  28th 
of  June  to  the  3d  day  of  July: 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  June  I received  orders  to  escort  Lieut. 
Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  Corps  of  Engineers  and  aide-de-camp,  in  a recon- 
naissance to  determine  the  best  position  for  the  army  on  the  left  of 
White  Oak  Swamp  to  cover  the  movement  to  James  River.  The  com- 
mand started  from  Savage  Station  at  8 o’clock  p.  m.,  and  was  all  night 
on  the  road  through  White  Oak  Swamp,  owing  to  the  difficulties  and 
obstructions  on  the  route.  Next  morning  at  7 a.  m.  I reported  to  Col- 
onel Alexander,  who  was  then  bej'ond  the  White  Oak  Bridge,  and  we 
immediately  i)roceeded  to  examine  the  country  in  front  of  Keyes’  corps, 
at  that  time  in  the  advance,  and  aline  of  battle  was  suggested  covering 
the  junction  of  the  Quaker,  New  Market,  and  Charles  City  roads,  aiul 
extending  up  the  latter  beyond  the  dehouche  of  the  road  through  the 
swamp,  over  which  Sykes’  division  had  passed.  We  were  occupied  in 
this  duty  until  near  1 o’clock,  when  learning  the  commanding  general 
had  arrived  on  the  field,  the  colonel  reported  to  him  what  had  been  done. 

The  general  then  ordered  us  to  proceed  to  James  River,  open  com- 
munication with  the  gunboats,  and  examine  the  country  for  a suitable 
location  to  establish  the  army.  After  a march  of  18  miles,  in  which 
every  precaution  was  taken  to  repel  an  attack,  the  command  reached  the 
James  River,  near  Carter’s  Landing,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  June, 
at  5.30  o’clock.  No  gunboats  were  in  sight,  but  Colonel  Alexander 
proceeded  immediately  down  the  river  in  a small  boat  in  search  of  one. 
Upon  inquiiing  I learned  that  a force  of  the  enemy  had  been  in  that 
vicinity  that  morning.  I therefore  kept  my  command  ready  to  mount, 
and  extended  my  pickets  from  1^}  to  3 miles  on  the  right,  front,  and 
left.  More  than  an  hour  elax>sed  and  Colonel  Alexander  did  not  vq- 
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turn,  and  knowing  how  necessary  it  was  to  have  the  plans  of  tUe 
general  commanding  carried  out  at  an  early  moment,  1 availed  myself 

of  the  kind  offer  of  Captain  Been,  [“?]  of  the  gunboat , who  had 

just  come  down  the  river,  and  went  off  to  the  Galena,  Commodore  Bod- 
gers’  flag-ship,  which  was  lying  4 or  5 miles  above  us.  The  commodore 
offered  us  every  assistance,  and  directed  the  Port  Royal,  Captain  Mor- 
ris, to  cover  our  position  at  Carter’s  Landing.  Colonel  Alexander  re- 
turned about  8 o’clock  with  the  steamer  Stepping  Stones,  and  having- 
dispatched  an  express  to  General  McClellan,  repaired  on  board  tbe 
Galena.  I then  returned  to  my  command,  which  remained  saddled  all 
night  in  a strong  position,  ready  for  service  at  a moment’s  notice. 

Early  next  morning,  the  30th  of  June,  my  pickets  reported  the  arrival 
of  the  advance  troops  of  Keyes’  corps ; but  in  the  mean  time  the  sick, 
wounded,  stragglers,  and  trains  of  wagons  and  ambulances  from  dif- 
ferent corps  came  rapidly  in  on  us.  The  former  repaired  in  great  num- 
bers to  the  steamer  Stepping  Stones,  which  was  at  the  wharf,  and  so 
great  was  the  rush  that  I was  obliged  to  clear  this  vessel  three  different 
times  of  all  persons  except  such  wounded  and  sick  as  the  medical 
officers  in  attendance  declared  ought  to  be  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
This  vessel  left  about  11  o’clock  a.  m.  with  500  or  600  of  the  worst  cases 
of  sick  and  wounded.  To  the  generous  kindness  of  the  Kavy  were  we 
indebted  for  this  opportune  assistance  ; and  in  connection  with  this 
subject  it  is  proper  to  record  the  valuable  services  of  Capt.  George  U. 
Morris,  of  the  Port  Royal,  in  furnishing  subsistence  and  supplies,  be- 
sides giving  his  own  personal  attention  and  exertions  to  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded. 

Throughout  both  days,  the  30th  of  June  and  the  1st  of  July,  the  sick, 
wounded,  and  stragglers  kept  coming  in,  and  I can  only  estimate  their 
numbers  by  the  means  I adopted  to  supply  their  wants,  for  they  were 
without  food  or  organization.  The  sick  were  established  in  camps 
according  to  their  respective  divisions,  and  as  the  different  medical  offi- 
cers came  in  I assigned  them  to  duty  with  the  divisions  to  which  they 
belonged.  The  wounded  were  sent  to  the  Carter  house  to  be  attended 
to  by  the  surgeons  at  that  place.  The  stragglers  were  organized  into 
two  commands,  viz,  those  with  arms  and  those  without.  Captain  Hight, 
Second  Cavalry,  had  charge  of  those  with  arms,  and  they  numbered 
over  2,000  men.  The  party  without  arms  was  more  numerous.  The 
trains  of  wagons  and  ambulances  were  parked  in  convenient  positions 
to  water  and  forage. 

On  the  30th  of  June  beef  and  salt  were  issued  to  those  who  asked 
for  them,  and  1,000  rations  of  bread  obtained  from  the  Kavy  were  also 
issued.  On  the  1st  of  July  the  steamer  Spaulding  arrived  with  sup- 
plies, when  8,000  additional  rations  of  coffee,  sugar,  bread,  salt,  and. 
meat  were  issued  j besides,  15  head  of  beef  cattle  were  killed  and  dis- 
tributed by  my  command.  From  these  facts  there  must  have  been 
10,000  or  12,000  men  in  sick,  wounded,  and  stragglers  at  Carter’s  Land- 
ing during  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  July.  There  were  also  some  800 
wagons  and  300  ambulances. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  1 was  apprised  of  the  army  being- 
ordered  to  move  to  a position  covering  Harrison’s  Landing,  and  in  con- 
sequence I ordered  all  the  trains  of  wagons  and  ambulances,  with  all 
the  sick  and  wounded  capable  of  moving,  to  start  immediately  for  that 
place.  My  command  covered  the  rear  of  all  of  these  parties,  and  I 
liave  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  to  the  general  commanding  that  all 
of  these  large  trains  of  materiel  and  personnel  reached  their  several 
destinations  in  the  army  in  safety.  When  the  state  of  the  weather,  the 


CnAP.  XXIII. ] 


seven-days’  battles. 


49 


roads,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy  at  that  time  are  remem- 
bered, the  duties  required  of  all  concerned  for  the  successful  accom- 
plishment of  this  undertaking  will  be  understood.  Besides  these  arduous 
duties,  I caused  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Chickahominy 
to  be  explored  to  observe  the  enemy. 

Captain  Norris,  with  his  squadron,  xierformed  this  duty  on  the  30th 
of  June,  and  Captain  Green  with  an  equal  force  went  within  4 miles 
of  the  Chickahominy  on  the  River  road,  while  one  of  his  detachments 
passed  as  far  as  Charles  City  Court-House  on  the  Charles  City  road. 
There  was  no  enemy  Ausible  on  either  occasion,  and  the  fact  was  re- 
ported by  me  at  the  time  to  General  Marcy,  chief  of  staff. 

The  squadron  of  McClellan  Dragoons  under  Major  Barker  rendered 
good  and  efficient  services  in  the  above-named  movements,  and  the 
major  himself  was  cons lucuous  for  the  energy  and  activity  he  displayed 
in  keei)iug  the  road  clear  on  the  march  from  Carter’s  Landing  to  this 
place. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
general  commanding  the  following-named  officers  of  the  Second  Cav- 
aliy,  for  the  zeal,  gallantry,  and  activity  they  have  displayed  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  : Capts.  Charles  E.  Norris,  Thomas  Hight,  and 
John  Green.  Captains  Norris  and  Green  were  charged  with  destroying 
two  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy  after  our  army  had  crossed,  and 
the  services  performed  by  them  were  highly  satisfactory.  Three  cais- 
sons of  one  of  our  batteries  having  been  left  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  Captain  Green  crossed  with  some  of  his  men,  threw  the 
ammunition  into  the  river,  and  set  fire  to  the  caissons. 

First  Lieut.  James  F.  McQuesteu,  adjutant,  and  Second  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward Ball,  regimental  quartermaster,  have  discharged  their  duties  with 
great  credit  and  ability,  and  are  very  deserving  officers. 

The  faithful  services  and  good  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  Second  Cavalry  in  the  campaign  of  the  last 
three  months  in  this  Peninsula  have  been  a source  of  the  highest  grati- 
fication and  pride  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  I do  not  think 
this  apiireciation  can  be  better  expressed  than  by  naming  two  of  the 
most  deserving  of  them  to  the  general  commanding  for  such  promotion 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  ])ermit.  I am  satisfied  that  Sergt. 
^laj.  Robert  Lennox  and  Quartermaster  Sergt.  Edward  J.  Spaulding 
will  show  themselves  worthy  of  any  advancement  in  their  profession  it 
may  be  deemed  proper  to  bestow  upon  them. 

I remain,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 

J/uyor,  Second  Cavalry^  Commanding, 

General  S.  Willia^ms,  A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  9. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner.,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Corps.,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard.,  or  Allen’s  Farm.,  and  bat- 
tles of  Savage  Station,  Glendale^  or  Nelson^s  Farm  (Frazier’’ s Farm),  and 
MaJvern  Rill. 


llEADqlTARTERS  SECOND  CORPS  D’ARMI^E, 

Camp  near  James  River.,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir  : 1 have  the  honor  to  r(q)ort  that,  in  compliance  with  orders  from 
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the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I abaudoued  my  works 
at  Fair  Oaks  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  principal  depot  at  Orchard  Station,  at  which  place  the 
commanding  general  had  ordered  all  the  Government  property  to  be 
destroyed.  I then  marched  to  Allen’s  field  and  went  into  bivouac. 
At  9 o’clock  a.  m.  the  enemj^  came  up  and  commenced  a furious  attack 
upon  my  right  and  center  with  shells  and  musketry.  I immediately 
got  three  batteries  in  position  (Kirby’s,  Pettit’s,  and  Hazzard’s),  which 
played  with  great  effect  and  finally  silenced  the  enemy’s  batteries.  A 
farm-house  stood  near  the  point  of  attack,  which  was  an  important 
point,  and  was  occupied  by  General  French  with  one  regiment  (Brooke’s 
Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  sux)ported  by  Jones’  Californians. 
The  action  was  very  sharp  at  this  point,  and  continued  till  11  a.  m., 
when  we  drove  the  enemy  from  the  ground,  and  thus  ended  the  battle 
of  Allen’s  Farm. 

The  regiments  and  batteries  engaged  behaved  admirably,  and  I fully 
confirm  the  subordinates’  reports  in  commendation  of  their  commands. 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNEE, 

Brigadier -General^  U.  8.  Army^  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  d’Armee, 

Camp  near  James  River ^ July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  29th  ultimo,  at  12 
o’clock  m.,  about  an  hour  after  the  action  ceased  at  Allen’s  field,  I 
received  intelligence  from  Generals  Franklin  and  Smith  that  the  enemy 
was  crossing  the  Chickahominy  and  advancing  in  large  force  upon  me. 
I saw  the  necessity  at  once  of  concentrating  the  troops  (Heintzelman’s 
corps,  Franklin’s  cori)s,  and  my  own)  at  Savage  Station,  and  this  was 
speedily  done.  I ordered  Heintzelman  to  hold  the  Williamsburg  road, 
on  which  we  had  several  field  works,  and  a skirt  of  timber  between 
those  works  and  the  railroad.  1 then  put  Franklin’s  corps  and  my  own 
in  order  of  battle.  Brooks’  brigade  holding  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the 
field,  where  he  did  excellent  service,  receiving  a painful  wound,  but 
keeping  his  command  till  the  close  of  the  battle.  These  arrangements 
were  hardly  completed  when  the  enemy  came  in  upon  me  at  4 o’clock 
p.  m.  in  large  force,  advancing  by  the  Williamsburg  road  and  through 
the  timber  that  I had  ordered  Heintzelmau  to  hold,  at  the  same  time 
throwing  shells  upon  my  command  with  remarkable  precision  from  the 
railroad.  The  assault  was  met  by  Burns’  brigade  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  supported  and  re-enforced  by  two  lines  in  reserve  and  finally 
by  the  Sixty-ninth  Kew  York  (Irish)  Eegiment.  The  action  continued 
with  great  obstinacy  until  some  time  after  dark,  when  we  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  field,  and  thus  closed  the  battle  of  Savage  Station. 

When  the  enemy  ai)peared  on  the  Williamsburg  road  I could  not 
imagine  why  General  Heintzelman  did  not  attack  him,  and  not  till 
some  time  afterward  did  I learn,  to  my  utter  amazement,  that  General 
Heintzelman  had  left  the  field  and  retreated  with  his  whole  corps 
(about  15,000  men)  before  the  action  commenced.  This  defection  might 
have  been  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  and  although 
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we  beat  tlie  euemy  signally  and  drove  him  from  the  field,  we  should 
certainly  have  given  him  a more  crashing  blow  if  General  iHeintzelman 
had  been  there  with  his  corps. 

I inclose  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  officers,  and  I fully  confirm 
all  they  say  in  commendation  of  their  commands.  No  troops  could 
have  behaved  better. 

Immediately  after  the  action  closed  1 received  orders  from  the  com- 
manding general  to  fall  back  and  cross  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  which 
was  accomplished  during  the  night. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  y.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Army^  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  d’Arm^ie, 

Camp  near  James  River ^ July  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
ultimo  I received  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  to  advance 
with  my  command  to  Glendale  and  halt  there  till  further  orders.  At 
12  o’clock  m.  I received  a pressing  application  from  General  Franklin 
for  re- enforcements  at  the  bridge  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  I sent  oft*  at 
once  two  brigades,  leaving  but  one  of  my  own  brigades  and  two  bat- 
teries on  the  field.  General  Hooker  was  in  the  woods  on  my  left  with 
his  division  and  Kirby’s  battery  was  placed  near  my  left.  About  3 
o’clock  ]).  m.  the  action  commenced  by  a determined  assault  of  the 
enemy  on  McCall’s  division,  which  was  some  distance  on  my  right  and 
in  front.  The  battle  drew  near.  Many  of  McCall’s  division  came  fly- 
ing-into  my  lines,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy.  Just  at  this  time  I 
got  back  the  two  brigades  which  1 had  previously  detached  and  they 
went  into  the  battle  splendidly,  and  after  a. furious  contest,  lasting  till 
after  dark,  the  enemy  was  routed  at  all  points  and  driven  from  the 
field,  and  thus  ended  the  battle  of  Glendale. 

During  the  contest  the  enemy  would  change  his  point  of  attack. 
Sometimes  he  would  be  in  front  of  General  Hooker  and  then  again  in 
front  of  General  Sedgwick’s  division. 

Lieutenant  Kirby  again  distinguished  himself  by  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  handled  his  battery.  To  Generals  Hooker,  Sedgwick,  Burns, 
Dana,  and  Meagher,  and  Lieutenant  Kirby  the  country  is  indebted  for 
very  important  services  in  this  action.  General  Richardson’s  division 
was  engaged  at  the  bridge,  and  will,  of  course,  be  embraced  in  General 
Franklin’s  report. 

The  battle  of  Glendale  was  the  most  severe  action  since  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  troops 
engaged  in  it,  with  the  exception  of  McCall’s  division,  behaved  most 
nobly.  I cannot  too  strongly  confirm  every  word  the  subordinate 
officers  have  said  in  praise  of  their  officers  and  men. 

At  9 o’clock  p.  m.  I received  intelligence  that  General  Franklin  had 
retreated  and  that  General  Heintzelman  was  going  to  do  it.  This,  of 
course,  compelled  me  to  retire  at  once,  which  I certainly  should  not 
have  done  without  orders  from  the  commanding  general  if  these  gen- 
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erals  had  ii()t  lalleri  back  and  entirely  uncovered  niy  right  flank.  My 
command  re’aclied  the  lines  near  James  Eiver  about  daylight. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Brk/ddier-Genemlj  U.  S.  Army^  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  d’Armee, 

Camj)  near  James  River,  July  4,  18(515. 

Sir  : 1 have  the  lionor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant 
1 was  ordered  to  place  my  corps  d'^armee  near  the  center  of  our  lines  on 
the  field  of  Malvern.  This  action  was  mainly  fought  on  the  left  of  the 
line,  and  but  two  of  my  brigades  (Meagher’s  and  Caldwell’s)  and  my 
batteries  of  artillery  were  engaged  in  it.  These  brigades  and  artillery 
behaved  nobly,  as  usual,  and  lost  many  valuable  officers  and  men.  As 
the  commanding  general  came  onto  the  field  during  this  battle  1 
ceased  to  be  in  command,  and  therefore  do  not  make  a detailed  report 
of  the  action. 

I Avould  res])ectfully  recommend  the  few  staff  officers  I had  with  me. 
In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  four  of  my  staff  officers  the  whole  duty 
dc^volved  upon  Captain  Clarke,  chief  of  artillery;  Surg.  J.  E.  Ham- 
mond, medical  director;  Lieut.  L.  Kip  and  Lieut.  A.  H.  Cushing,  aides- 
de-camp.  These  officers  were  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  C apt.  John  1).  Franl-,  Battery  G,  First  New  Yorh  Light  Artil- 
lery, (fthe  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Light  Company  G,  First  New  York  Artillery, 
SumneBs  2d  Army  Corps,  Turkey  Bend,  Va.,  July  5,  18G2. 

Colonel  : Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from  General  Sumner, 
commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  I placed  myself  with  my  battery  of 
eight  lO-pounder  Parrott  guns  under  tiie  orders  of  an  officer  said  to 
have  been  detailed  by  you  to  post  my  battery  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
evening  of  the  Ist  instant,  and  arrived  at  the  left  of  the  center  of  our 
lines  about  0.30  o’clock  p.  m.  This  point  being  at  this  time  pressed  by 
the  enemy  with  the  greatest  determination,  1 opened  at  once  on  the 
(‘iiemy  with  the  left  half  of  my  battery  and  posted  my  remaining  four 
l)ieces  on  the  right  of  another  battery,  as  the  intervening  space  between 
the  batteries  on  my  right  and  left  did  not  admit  of  any  more  than  four 
pieces  being  posted  there. 

The  right  half  battery,  being  j)osted  in  rear  of  a line  of  infantry. 
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opeued  a rapid  fire  of  shell  and  shortly  after  of  spherical  case.  As  no 
infantry  of  ours  was  posted  in  front  of  the  left  half  battery,  these  four 
pieces  were  for  a time  exposed  to  a very  galling  fire  of  musketry  as  Avell 
as  artillery,  but  the  well-directed  discharges  of  shrapnel  from  these  pieces 
soon  silenced  the  musketry  in  front  of  them ; but  while  directing  my 
fire  to  right,  where  a most  terrible  fire  of  musketry  was  being  i)oured 
into  our  infantry,  one  or  more  of  the  enemy’s  regiments  had  approached 
to  within  300  yards  of  the  battery  almost  unobserved  in  the  darkness, 
but  were  soon  driven  back  by  some  rapid  and  well-directed  discharges 
of  canister,  assisted  by  several  volleys  delivered  by  a regiment  on  my 
left  (the  Third  Maine).  Two  of  my  caissons  having  failed  to  come  up — 
one  on  account  of  having  two  horses  shot,  which  at  the  time,  unknown 
to  me,  had  not  been  replaced  ; the  other  one  being  unable  to  keep  up 
with  the  battery,  lost  its  way — my  ammunition  becoming  rapidly  ex- 
hausted, I at  once  had  the  facts  reported  to  General  Porter,  with  a re- 
(jiiest  that  another  battery  might  be  sent  to  my  relief.  This,  however, 
Avas  not  accomplished  until  nearly  9 o’clock,  when  the  action  had  nearly 
closed,  and  Captain  Benson’s  battery  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Artillery  took 
the  place  of  mine.  During  the  time  my  battery  was  engaged  nearlj^ 
too  rounds  of  shell,  515  rounds  of  si^herical  case,  and  60  rounds  of  can- 
ister had  been  expended. 

Lieut.  S.  A.  McClellan  was  slightly  wounded  by  a fragment  of  shell, 
but  did  not  leave  the  field  until  the  battery  was  Avithdrawn.  One  man 
was  severely  wounded ; it  is  feared  mortally.  Four  others  were  but 
slightly  wounded. 

My  loss  in.  horses  consists  of  4 killed,  5 severely  and  3 slightly 
wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  state  that  with  few  excep- 
tions my  officers  and  men  acted  Avith  determined  courage  and  braA'ery, 
even  Avhile  a battery  of  our  own,  posted  in  my  I’ear,  fired  three  rounds 
of  canister  into  my  horses  and  men. 

1 haA^e  the  honor  to  it^nain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  D.  FKANK, 
C(i2)t((in,  First  New  Yorlc  Artillery. 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Fifth  Re(jiinent  U.  S.  Artillery^  Command iny  Artillery . 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Israel  B.  Richardson^  U.  8.  Army.,  commanding 
First  Bicision,  of  engagement  at  Beadi  Orchard.,  or  Allerds  Farm,  hattle 
of  Ravage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles 
of  Glendale,  or  Nelsonls  Farm  {Frazier's  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Richardson’s  Division, 

July  6,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  : In  compliance  Avith  order  I liaA'e  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  as  the  part  taken  by  my  division  in  the  several  actions  of 
Allen’s  Farm,  Savage  Station,  Nelson’s  Farm,  and  Alalverton : 

On  Friday,  June  27,  Avhile  in  the  intrenchments  erected  by  my  divis- 
ion in  front  of  the  station  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
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that  (lay,  I received  orders  IToin  General  Sumner,  commanding  the 
corps,  to  detach  two  of  my  brigades  to  the  assistance  of  General  Porter, 
on  the  oppositfj  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  I was  directed  to  remain 
with  the  remaining  one  to  defend  the  intrenchments.  The  brigades  of 
Generals  French  and  Meagher  were  accordingly  detached,  under  com- 
mand of  the  former  officer,  and  I remained  with  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Caldwell  and  the  batteries  of  Captains  Hazzard  and  Pettit  to  hold 
the  line  at  Fair  Oaks.  The  operations  of  the  command  of  General 
French  and  the  stand  that  he  made  against  the  enemy,  who  were 
already  pursuing  the  routed  columns  of  General  Porter,  are  fully  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  former.  His  command  returned 
to  the  division  next  morning,  after  performing  the  duty  assigned  to  it. 

Saturday,  June  28,  I vras  ordered  to  get  my  division  ready  for  a 
move,  and  accordingly  the  tents  were  struck,  wagons  packed  and  sent 
off  to  Savage  Station,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  I was  ordered  to  de- 
tach the  brigade  of  General  Meagher  to  that  station,  to  report  to  Major- 
General  McClellan  for  duty,  which  was  done. 

The  whole  day  and  night  were  consumed  in  waiting  orders  to  move. 
About  daylight  on  Sunday,  June  29,  I left  as  a rear  guard  to  the 
army  with  my  two  remaining  brigades  and  my  two  batteries.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Allen’s  farm,  distant  some  2 miles,  I was  directed  by  General 
Sumner  to  form  line  of  battle  facing  toward  Richmond,  and  my  left  flank 
in  connection  with  the  right  of  Sedgwick,  both  of  us  being  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.  I formed  the  line  witli  General  French’s  brigade  in 
the  front  line  and  General  Caldwell  in  second  line.  At  the  suggestion 
of  General  French  I obtained  permission  of  General  Sumner  to  occupy 
a large  house  and  some  log  buildings  in  front  of  my  position  as  an  ad- 
vanced redoubt.  This  was  done  by  Colonel  Brooke  with  his  regiment, 
the  Fifty- third  Pennsylvania.  I also  placed  four  pieces  of  Hazzard’s 
battery  on  an  elevated  piece  of  ground  a little  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Brooke’s  advance,  and  supported  by  two  regiments.  The  two  positions 
taken  together  I considered  as  a key  to  the  whole  position. 

These  arrangements  had  hardly  been  effected  when  the  enemy  made 
liis  appearance  in  our  front  in  force,  attacking  the  right  of  General 
Sedgwick’s  and  the  left  of  my  division  with  great  vigor.  Colonel 
Brooke  was  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  a battery  of 
artillery  which  he  now  brought  against  us.  The  battery  of  Hazzard 
was  now  in  full  action.  Only  the  limber-boxes  had  been  retained  by 
him  (by  my  directions),  and  his  caissons  had  been  sent  off  to  Savage 
Station.  We  soon  brought  them  back,  however,  at  a gallop  before  his 
supplies  in  the  limbers  had  been  exhausted.  I also  sent  for  Pettit’s 
battery  to  come  back  from  Savage  Station,  which  it  did  about  that  time. 
The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  had  made  great  efforts  against  the  position 
of  Colonel  Brooke,  but  he  bravely  maintained  himself,  assisted  by  the 
battery,  and  was  re-enforced  also  by  a regiment  of  General  Sedgwick’s 
division,  the  Seventy-first  New  York.  Soon  after  the  return  of  that 
portion  of  the  artillery  which  had  been  sent  for  the  enemy  fell  back  and 
disappeared  in  the  wood. 

Soon  after  this  General  Sumner,  commanding  the  corps,  gave  me  in 
person  the  order  to  fall  back  to  Savage  Station  with  my  command  as 
fast  as  possible,  which  I proceeded  to  do.  This-  movement  was  much 
expedited  by  means  of  the  new  road,  which  I had  already  caused  to  be 
cui  Ihrough  the  woods  in  anticipation  of  the  movement.  On  arriving 
at  the  hills  in  the  rear  of  the  station  I met  General  Sumner,  who  directed 
me  to  form  my  line  nearly  opposite  the  road  which  had  been  cut  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  White  Oak  Swamp.  This  was  about  4 o’clock 
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in  the  afternoon.  About  that  time  the  brigade  of  General  Meagher 
cnme  up  and  reported  to  me  for  duty.  The  ditfereut  corps  had  already 
gained  this  new  position  when  the  enemy  again  made  his  appearance 
in  our  front,  and  immediately  commenced  opening  with  his  artiWery. 
This  attack  was  opposed  at  first  by  the  commands  of  Generals  Franklin 
and  Sedgwick,  and  at  the  order  of  General  Sumner  I detached  i)arts  of 
two  of  ray  brigades  (Generals  OaldwelPs  and  Meagher’s)  to  their  assist- 
ance, also  both  of  my  batteries ; soon  after  which  I was  directed  by 
General  Sumner  to  prepare  with  my  remaining  brigade  (General 
Freikch’sJ  to  repel  an  attack  from  the  front,  toward  which  a heavy 
column  of  the  enemy  was  reported  to  be  moving.  I was  re-enforced 
on  my  right  by  one  brigade  of  General  Smith’s,  and  I deployed  in  line 
of  battalions  the  brigade  of  General  French  to  the  front,  the  remain- 
ing parts  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Caldwell  and  Meagher  in  the 
second  and  third  line.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  in  his  flank  attack,  but 
my  front  did  not  come  into  action. 

Late  at  night  I received  an  order  to  act  as  a rear  guard  with  my 
division  in  covering  the  movement  of  the  army  across  the  Yf  hite  Oak 
Swamp,  and  also  to  take  charge  personally  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
bridge  across  the  creek,  so  as  to  make  it  impracticable  for  the  i)assage 
of  artillery.  My  march  commenced  about  1 o’clock  on  the  30th  of  June, 
and  after  marching  until  nearly  daybreak  in  the  morning,  on  coming 
up  to  the  bridge  I found  the  mass  of  stragglers  from  other  parts  of  the 
army  wedged  in  so  as  to  be  unable  to  move.  I impressed  them  with 
the  necessity  of  crossing  as  rapidly  as  possible  or  the  enemy  would  be 
upon  us  and  the  rear  of  the  army  cut  off.  By  the  greatest  exertions  of 
myself  and  staff  I succeeded  in  getting  this  mass  over  by  sunrise  and 
my  own  division,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  ui)  and  burned  by  about 
10  o’clock  a.  111. 

I was  now  directed  by  General  Sumner  to  remain  here  until  further 
orders,  the  division  of  General  Smith  being  on  my  right  and  my  own 
being  at  Glendale.  Early  in  the  afternoon,  while  our  troops  were  rest- 
ing, a heavy  cannonade  was  opened  by  the  enemy  on  the  other  sifle  of 
the  creek  from  a hill  partly  covei  ed  by  timber.  It  appeared  to  be  some 
three  batteries,  and  they  all  opened  at  once.  My  division  stood  flrmly. 
The  battery  of  Hazzard’s  exhausting  its  ammunition,  the  captain  being 
wounded  and  many  men  and  horses  disabled,  it  was  replaced  by  the 
battery  of  Captain  Pettit,  Vhich  ke^it  up  a continuous  fire  until  night. 
After  tiring  away  all  their  ammunition  these  were  now  replaced  by  a 
battery  of  Franklin’s  division,  which  kept  up  a tire  'with  two  pieces 
until  12  o’clock  at  night,  when  I was  ordered  again  to  fall  back  to 
form  the  rear  guard.  Two  of  my  brigades  had  been  detached  during 
the  day,  and  1 had  only  that  of  General  French  to  cover  the  movement. 
The  movement  was  again  performed  successfully,  and  during  the  next 
day  my  division  was  again  placed  in  position  at  Malverton  Hill,  where 
I was  again  directed  to  detach  two  of  my  brigades  to  report  to  General 
Porter,  leaving  me  with  General  French’s  brigade  to  again  fall  back  in 
the  night  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  and  brought  off  what  remained  of  my 
division  in  good  order. 

During  all  these  operations  the  patience,  fortitude,  and  discipline  of 
njy  division,  both  oflicers  and  men  in  general,  showed  conspicuously, 
and  could  not  have  been  excelled. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  PIOHAEDSON^, 
Brufadier- General j Commanding  Division. 

Lieutenant  Kip,  Aide-dc-Camp. 
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P.  S. — My  division,  which  had  been  reduced  to  a skeleton  by  the 
battle  at  Fair  Oaks,  June  1,  had  been  filled  up  by  three  regiments. 
After  losing  1,500  men  by  that  battle,  and  by  the  several  engagements 
ol  the  last  eight  days,  it  has  lost  1,500  more;  and  by  this  morning’s  re- 
port it  numbers  7,000  men  for  duty.  I cannot  too  much  commend  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  my  three  brigadier-generals — French, 
Meagher,  and  Caldwell — have  done  their  duty  with  their  brigades,  and 
the  skill  with  which  Ca])tains  Hazzard  and  Pettit,  with  their  batteries, 
kept  down  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

If  anything  can  try  the  patience  and  bravery  of  troops  it  must  be 
their  fighting  all  day  for  five  consecutive  days  and  then  falling  back 
every  night. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Capt,  Rufus  D.  Pettit,  Battery  B,  First  New  York  Light  Artil- 
lery, of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’’ s Farm,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  engagement  at  White  Dale  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale,  or  Nelson^ s Faryn  [Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  on  James  Eiver, 

July  5,  18G2. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  orders  this  day  received  I have  the  honor 
to  report  that  my  battery,  according  to  orders,  withdrew  from  its  posi- 
tion in  Eedoubt  No.  5 of  our  works  before  Eichmond  at  4 a.  m.  June 
29,  1862,  and  on  reaching  Allen’s  farm  took  a position  in  battery, 
where  it  remained  some  two  hours,  when  I was  ordered  to  report  with 
my  command  at  Savage  Station,  and  on  arriving  there  was  ordered  to 
return  to  Allen’s  farm,  the  enemy  having  attacked  our  rear  at  that 
place.  Arriving  here,  I took  up  my  former  position  and  opened  fire  on 
two  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  which  were  shelling  our  position,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  silencing  them,  after  expending  near  200  rounds  of  shell  and 
case-shot,  without  loss  to  my  command.  Eemainiug  here  until  12  m. 
my  battery  was  again  ordered  to  Savage  Station.  Then  it  moved  a 
short  distance  down  the  Williamsburg  road  and  took  a position  in  bat- 
tery. The  enemy  attacking  our  rear  again  with  batteries  from  the 
wood  and  railroad,  their  skirmishers  appearing  at  the  same  time,  I was 
ordered  to  a position  some  1,200  yards  from  his  batteries,  and  opened 
on  them  with  good  effect,  causing  them  to  slacken  their  fire,  and  finally 
drove  them  from  their  position,  after  expending  nearly  400  rounds,  hav^- 
ing  in  this  engagement  3 men  severely  wounded  and  1 missing. 

Placing  my  sick  and  wounded  on  the  caissons,  the  battery  moved  to 
White  Oak  Swamp,  which  it  crossed  at  2 a.  m.  June  30,  with  the  loss 
of  the  rear  chests  and  carriages  of  two  caissons  by  the  breaking  of  the 
stocks  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  their  being  taken  farther,  and 
after  removing  the  ammunition  the  carriages  were  further  disabled  by 
cutting  the  wheels,  boxes,  &c.  The  battery  then  moved  to  and  took 
position  near  General  Sumner’s  headquarters,  where  it  remained  until 
ordered  to  Nelson’s  farm  to  relieve  the  battery  of  the  gallant  Hazzard, 
which  had  nearly  expended  its  supply  of  ammunition,  but  was  still 
keeping  up  its  fire  with  good  effect  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
King,  from  whom  I obtained  some  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries,  their  guns  being  masked  by  the  timber,  and 
opened  at  once  a rapid  fire,  first  at  1,200  yards,  then  1,500,  and  finally 
silencing  their  guns  at  1,800  yards,  blowing  up  one  of  his  ammunition 
chests. 
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My  loss  here  was  3 uieii  wounded,  1 missing,  and  4 liorses  disabled. 
Here  we  expended  nearly  1,000  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I was  ordered  at  11  a.  in.  to  report  to  General  Naglee  with  my  com- 
mand, and  moved  with  his  column  en  route  for  James  River,  reaching 
a point  at  3 a.  m.  July  I,  1862,  some  2 miles  from  the  river,  where  I 
took  position  again  in  battery  by  the  directions  of  the  general,  where 
it  remained  until  July  2,  at  7 a.  m.,  when  it  moved  to  this  jilace  and 
joined  its  division. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men  under  my  command  beliaved  with  great  spirit  and 
gallantry.  The  fatigue  was  excessive  and  long,  but  was  borne  with 
great  patience  ; in  fact,  the  conduct  of  all  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Hoping  that  this  may  meet  with  your  apx^roval,  I have  the  honor  to 
remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  D.  PETTIT, 

Capt.j  Comdg.  Battery  R,  First  Neiv  York  Artillery, 

[Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Uieh ardsords  Division.] 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Lmit.  Rufus  King,  jr..  Batteries  A and  (7,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery.,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard.,  or  Allen’s  Farm.,  battle  of  tSavage 
Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glen- 
dale, or  NdsoFs  Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va., 

July  6,  1862. 

Sir  : The  battery  took  position  on  the  brow  of  a hill  commanding 
the  woods  and  the  ap])roaches  to  tlie  right  of  Mr.  Allen’s  house.  The 
general  commanding,  considering  four  guns  sufficient  to  hold  the  iiosition 
and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army,  ordered  half  the  battery  and  all  the 
caissons  to  retire  to  the  rear,  under  my  command.  About  half  an  hour 
after  the  half  battery  under  my  command  had  retired  the  enemy  ojiened 
a hot  fire  of  musketry  from  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  field  in  front  of 
the  ravine.  The  battery  replied  with  spherical  case,  shell,  and  canis- 
ter, exx)ending  100  rounds.  The  enemy  brought  artillery  to  bear  shortly 
after  their  musketry  oiiened,  playing  uiion  the  battery  with  accuracy, 
their  shells  bursting  directly  in  front  of  the  pieces.  The  fire  was  kept 
iq)  by  the  half  battery,  under  Cai)tain  Ilazzard,  until  all  the  ammunition 
was  expended.  Two  caissons  were  sent  to  rejileuish  the  half  battery, 
but  did  not  arrive  until  after  it  had  been  relieved.  The  enemy  having 
(•eased  firing  the  half  battery  retired  to  Savage  Station,  where  the 
half  battery  under  my  command  had  xireviously  taken  x^osition.  The 
two  half  batteries  were  then  joined. 

About  4.30  X).  m.  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  us  with  great  raxfid- 
ity  and  accuracy.  A section  of  the  enemy’s  guns  commanded  a fine 
view  of  our  battery.  The  sun  shining  on  the  brass  x>ieces  made  an  ex- 
cellent target  for  their  artillery.  The  enemy  continued  firing  with  their 
artillery  until  our  infantry  advanced.  Then  Captain  Hazzard’s  half 
battery  was  ordered  to  take  position  a little  farther  on  the  right,  where 
it  immediately  opened  on  the  enemy,  but  finding  that  the  eoeiny  were 
hidden  by  a thick  wood,  discontinued  firing,  after  having  exxiended20 
rounds.  At  the  close  of  the  engagement  Captain  Hazzard’s  half  bat- 
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tery  retired  to  its  former  position,  where  we  remained  until  daylight. 
Our  men,  thoroughly  exhausted  from  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone, 
slept  soundly  through  a drenching  rain-storm,  wetting  all  to  the  skin. 
We  were  aroused  from  our  slumbers  by  the  uncommon  noise  of  drums 
and  bugles,  and  discovered  that  our  battery  was  the  sole  occupier  of 
the  battle-field  of  the  previous  day.  Not  being  anxious  to  fall  into 
tlie  hands  of  the  enemy,  Captain  Ha-zzard  immediately  commanded  the 
l)ieces  to  be  limbered  up,  moving  the  caissons  aliead  of  the  battery,  in- 
structing jne  to  keep  a general  supervision  over  all  of  them  and  see 
that  the  column  was  well  closed  up,  he  remaining  in  rear  with  two  of 
the  light  12-pounders,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  give  the  enemy  a warm 
reception  should  they  attempt  to  take  us. 

The  battery  moved  off  in  remarkably  good  order,  the  horses  going  at 
a walk  until  we  had  proceeded  about  a mile,  when  the  command  was 
given  for  the  head  of  the  column  to  move  at  a trot.  The  r®ad  being- 
in  a remarkably  good  condition  we  bowled  along  in  fine  style,  hurry- 
ing up  stragglers  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  was  in  hot  pur- 
suit, saving  probably  many  an  abled-bodied  soldier  from  spending  the 
balance  of  the  summer  in  a Southern  prison.  We  found  upon  reach- 
ing the  bridge  across  White  Oak  Swamp  that  preparations  were  being- 
made  to  destroy  it.  We  immediately  crossed  over  and  went  into  park 
on  the  toi)  of  the  hill,  congratulated  by  all  hands  upon  the  narrowness 
of  our  escape.  Our  horses  were  then  fed,  and  our  men,  who  were  thor- 
oughly tired  out  from  fatigue  and  hunger,  had  a short  chance  to  rest 
their,  weary  limbs  and  satisfy  their  hunger. 

About  two  hours  after  our  arrival  at  Nelson’s  farm  we  were  suddenly 
aroused  (most  of  the  men  sleeping  soundly  at  the  time)  by  a perfect 
hail  storm  of  artillery  missiles,  the  enemy  liaving  opened  upon  us  with 
at  least,  in  my  estimation,  three  batteries.  My  reason  for  so  thinking 
is  from  the  immense  rapidity  of  their  fire  and  the  different  kinds  of 
projectiles  thrown,  some  of  which  I picked  up  myself,  finding  them  to 
be  the  Armstrong  gun,  0-pounder  rifled  and  0-pounder  smooth-bore ; 
also  pieces  of  railroad  iron  from  0 to  12  inches  long. 

Our  battery  immediately  moved  out  of  park,  a perfect  shower  of 
missiles^  falling  in  our  ranks  and  wounding  our  sergeant  (Brennan) 
severely  in  the  leg,  also  striking  the  staff  of  the  guidon  and  breaking 
it  to  pieces.  General  Richardson  rode  forward  and  ordered  the  battery 
immediately  into  position  on  the  left  of  Nelson’s  house.  After  taking 
this  position.  General  Ricdiardson  directed  four  guns  to  be  jdaced  in  a 
small  gorge  to  the  left  and  front  of  the  first  position,  covering-  the  bridge 
across  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  We  remained  in  that  position  about 
fifteen  minutes,  when  an  order  came  for  the  battery  to  retire.  After 
having  proceeded  about  400  yards  another  order  came,  directing  that 
the  battery  should  occupy  its  first  position  and  open  upon  the  enemy 
immediately. 

We  commenced  tiring-  between  1 and  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  tiring  very 
rapidly  and  drawing-  the  entire  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  uiion  us, 
no  other  battery  being  in  position.  The  enemy  was  completely  covered 
by  a thick  wood,  and  the  only  indication  Ave  had  of  their  position  wtis 
from  the  smoke  of  their  guns.  Their  tire  was  very  rapid  and  very  pre- 
cise, most  of  their  shot  and  shell  striking  within  20  feet  of  the  battery 
and  a perfect  shower  of  grape  passing  through  the  battery.  Were  it 
not  for  the  splendid  position  we  had,  few  of  us  would  have  left  the  bat- 
tle-field that  day  without  a serious  wound.  The  brow  of  the  hill  form- 
ing a natural  breastwork,  our  guns,  just  pointing  over  the  top  of  the 
hill,  were  in  a manner  sheltered,  and  most  of  the  solid  shot  tired  by  the 
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enemy  struck  the  brow  of  the  liill  and  ricochetted  harmlessly  over  our 
heads.  The  men  stood  to  their  guns  nobly,  working  them  as  coolly  as 
if  it  was  an  ordinary  practice,  the  chiefs  of  pieces  sighting  their  guns 
themselves  and  relieving  the  cannoneei  s from  their  arduous  duties  by 
performing  them  themselves.  Captain  Hazzard  behaved  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  encouraging  the  men  and  cheering  them  when  they  ap- 
l)eared  fatigued,  also  superintended  the  entire  fire  of  the  battery,  fre- 
(piently  changing  the  direction  of  the  guns  and  sighting  them  himself. 
At  one  piece,  where  three  of  the  horses  of  the  limber  had  been  shot  and 
the  harness  entangled  by  their  fall,  and  two  of  the  drivers  shot  through 
the  legs  and  feet,  being  unable  to  disentangle  them  themselves.  Captain 
Hazzard  performed  the  deed  himself,  also  carrying  ammunition  to  one 
piece  wdiere  the  cannoneers  were  entirely  tired  out,  and  taking  turns 
with  myself  in  performing  the  duties  of  No.  1. 

About  half  an  hour  after  we  had  been  in  action  Captain  Hazzard 
was  standing  by  one  of  the  limbers,  superintending  the  taking  out  of 
the  ammunition,  when  a shell  burst  in  the  battery,  a fragment  striking 
Captain  Hazzard  in  the  leg,  breaking  the  bone,  and  wounding  him 
severely.  He  was  immediately  carried  off  the  field  and  sent  to  the 
rear.  Great  praise  is  due  to  Captain  Hazzard  for  the  soldierly  conduct 
he  displayed  in  this  engagement.  The  command  of  the  battery  t hen 
devolved  upon  me,  and  I continued  firing  until  I had  expended  all  my 
ammunition. 

General  Meagher  stood  by  one  of  the  pieces,  and,  exposed  to  the  hot- 
test of  the  fire,  assisted  the  men  in  running  the  gun  forward.  Upon 
my  telling  him  how  near  out  of  ammunition  I was,  he  kindly  volun- 
teered to  ride  to  General  Richardson  and  have  ammunition  sent  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible ; but  before  the  ammunition  could  reach  me  I had 
expended  every  shot  in  my  chests,  and  had  to  fall  back  into  a hollow, 
where  my  battery  was  protected  from  the  murderous  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  there  I refilled  my  ammunition  chests. 

During  an  interval  of  a few  seconds  in  the  fight  I could  plainly  see 
a large  body  of  infantry  on  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  evidently  intent 
upon  taking  the  battery.  I immediately  ordered  canister  to  be  fired, 
though  the  range  was  rather  long,  but  1 think  it  had  the  effect  of  driv- 
ing the  enemy  back  into  the  Avoods. 

It  is  impossible  to  mention  individual  merit  on  the  part  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men,  as  every  man  behaved  with  the  greatest 
bravery  and  coolness.  Lieutenants  Field  and  Morris  deserve  the  high- 
est praise  for  their  coolness  and  bravery,  directing  the  fire  of  their 
respective  sections  Avith  the  greatest  skill. 

Lieutenant  Morris  Avas  struck  by  a spent  rifle-ball,  eAudently  fired  by 
a sharpshooter.  Sergeant  O’Neill  (Second),  Corporals  Kidd  and  Bright 
were  wounded  early  in  the  fight.  Sergeant  O’Neill  (First)  was  Avounded 
while  carrying  Captain  Hazzard  off’  the  field. 

Some  of  my  pieces  Avere  in  a great  degree  disabled  by  the  loss  of  the 
pointing  rings,  causing  double  exertion  to  the  men  in  handling  the 
guns.  Several  of  my  pieces  were  struck  by  shot  and  shell,  but  not 
injured  materially,  though  I lost  a great  many  of  my  gun  implements. 
After  retiring  into  the  hollow^  where  my  ammunition  chests  Avere  filled 
up  I sent  three  guns  back  into  position  a little  to  the  left  of  the  ground 
that  the  battery  formerly  occupied.  Captain  Pettit’s  battery  came  up 
to  our  relief  and  took  position  on  our  right  and  immediately  opened  fire 
The  cannoneers  of  my  three  guns  being  so  completely  exhausted  as  to 
bo  unable  to  i)erform  their  duties  rested  Avhilo  Captain  Pettit’s  battery 
was  firing,  and  did  not  open  fire  again  until  tow  ard  dusk,  when  the 
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sound  of  the  enemy’s  axes  ''.vas  heard  felling  trees  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a bridge.  We  then  opened  with  our  light  12-pouuders,  firing 
ease-shot,  and  I think  doing  great  injury  to  the  rebels. 

I then  left  the  section  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Field,  with  instruc- 
tions to  fire  slowly  and  surely,  while  I took  one  gun  to  join  the  rest  of 
the  battery,  which  Avas  i)arked  back  in  the  woods,  and  proceeded  to  get 
the  battery  into  such  order  as  to  be  able  to  take  up  the  march  that 
night.  The  want  of  horses  was  very  great,  as  we  had  lost  some  15  or 
20,  and  1 was  obliged  to  send  forward  and  procure  horses  from  my  bat- 
tery wagon  and  forge  in  order  to  pull  my  pieces  and  caissons  from  the 
field. 

An  order  then  came  directing  me  to  report  to  General  Naglee,  which 
I did,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  up  my  line  of  march  behind  the 
rear  of  General  Smith’s  command. 

The  section  under  Lieutenant  Field  was  kept  behind  by  some  mis- 
take, as  I had  sent  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Field  to  bring  up  the  section 
and  join  the  rest  of  the  battery  through  the  authority  of  General  Naglee; 
Imt  he  did  not  receive  the  order,  and  consequently  remained  in  ])osition 
until  2 o’clock  the  next  morning,  firing  occasionally,  and  was  one  of 
the  last  to  leave  the  ground.  The  rest  of  the  battery  followed  the  com- 
mand of  General  Smith,  and  went  into  park  in  a large  clover  field  at 
Malverton,  where  Ave  fed  our  horses  and  rested  our  men. 

About  an  hour  after  Ave  had  gotten  into  Malverton  General  i^aglee 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force,  and  that  I had 
better  take  a position,  Avhich  i did,  on  the  right  of  Captain  Pettit,  and 
remained  there  all  that  day  and  night.  In  the  evening  the  section 
under  Lieutenant  Field  joined  the  battery,  haAing  been  moA^ed  off  to 
the  left,  where  the  hottest  fight  aa  as,  but  did  not  go  into  position. 

The  next  morning  Ave  took  up  our  line  of  march  and  proceeded  to 
our  present  camping  ground.  We  lost  on  that  march  a caisson  body. 
The  axle-tree  haAung  broken,  and  it  being  impossible  to  mend  it,  we 
abandoned  it,  saving  the  ammunition. 

I am,  respectfully. 


KUFUS  KING,  Jr., 

First  TAeutenant^  Fourth  Artilleri}^  Commanding  Battery. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Bich  ardsoids  JHv  is  ion . 


No.  U. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Caldu'eU,  U.  >S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade.,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  hatth  of 
/Savage  /Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  /Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of 
Glendale,  or  Nelso7i\s  Farm  {FrazieRs  Far^n),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Caldwell’s  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Harrisoids  Ijanding,  Jidy  fi,  I8G2. 
Lieutenant  : I haA^e  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  b}-  my  brigade  in  the  actions  of  June  29  and  30  and  July  I : 

At  Allen’s  Farm,  on  Sunday,  the  29th,  my  brigade  formed  the  second 
line  behind  that  of  General  French,  ami  at  that  place  suffered  no  loss 
excepting  3 men  of  the  SixtyJirst  New  York  Volunteers,  who  were 
wounded  by  a ricochet  shot.  By  order  of  General  Eichardson  I sent 
forward  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  to  re-establish  the  picket 
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line  in  front  of  our  earthworks.  Before  arriving  at  this  place  they 
found  the  eueniy  in  such  force  that  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  attack 
him,  and  the  regiment  fell  back  into  the  Avoods  and  awaited  his  a])- 
proach.  After  a severe  skirmish  the  enemy  Avas  repulsed  with  consid- 
erable loss.  In  the  battle  at  SaA^age  Station  my  brigade  formed  the 
second  line,  and  was  not  engaged. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  30th,  the  brigade  Avas  exposed  to  a 
scA^ere  artillery  fire  at  White  Oak  Swamj)  Avhile  supporting  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Hazzard  and  Pettit,  and  lost  several  in  killed  ami 
wounded. 

Between  5 and  6 o’clock  the  same  afternoon  I Avas  ordered  forward 
to  supiiort  General  Kearny,  Avho  Avas  engaged  in  a scA^ere  battle  at 
Nelson’s  Farm.  We  moved  forward  at  double-quick,  aud  arrived  on  the 
ground  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight.  I formed  three  regiments  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  on  the  left. 
The  Fifth  Ncav  Hampshire  and  the  Seventh  New  York,  beyond  a first 
Amlley,  were  not  engaged.  The  enemy’s  fire  had  nearly  ceased  in  their 
immediate  front  and  darkness  soon  came  on.  The  Sca  enth  New  York 
Avas  soon  Avithdrawn.  The  Fifth  New  Hanqishire  Avas  advanced  to 
Avithin  a fcAV  paces  of  the  enemy,  and  there  remained  until  withdraAvn, 
about  1 o’clock  a.  m.  of  Tuesday,  the  1st. 

The  Sixty-first  New  York,  Colonel  BarloAv,  formed  behind  a fence  on 
the  border  of  an  open  field  at  the  right  of  the  Avood.  Other  regiments 
AATre  firing  into  the  open  field  from  behind  this  fence. 

After  stopping  the  fire  of  the  other  regiments  the  Sixty-first,  Avith- 
out  firing  a shot,  charged  OAxr  the  fence  and  through  the  open  field, 
driAung  the  enemy  in  such  haste  aud  confusion  before  them  that  they 
abandoned  their  colors  Avhich  were  picked  up  by  Colonel  BarloAv.  On 
approaching  the  Avoods  on  the  farther  side  of  the  open  field  the  Sixty- 
first  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  the  woods,  Avhich  Avas  vigorously 
returned.  After  the  firing  had  continued  for  some  time  I ordered  the 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  relieve  the  Sixty-first  New 
York.  Both  regiments  continued  firing  until  their  ammunition  Avas 
nearly  exhausted,  Avhen  they  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  field 
near  the  fence,  Avhere  they  remained  until  AvithdraAvn,  about  1 a.  m.  of 
Tuesday. 

In  this  engagement  both  these  regiments  behaved  Avith  the  greatest 
gallantry,  i)articularly  the  Sixty-first  Ncav  York,  which  lost  one-third 
of  its  men  engaged  and  G out  of  9 officers.  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the 
Eighty-first,  AAms  AAmunded  in  the  thigh. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July  1,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle  at  Malverton,  being  assigned  its  position  b.y  Captain  Irwin,  of 
General  McClellan’s  staff.  Here  we  Avere  exposed  to  a severe  artillery 
fire  of  the  enemy,  Avhich  killed  and  wounded  several  of  my  men.  About 
the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I moA-ed  my  whole  brigade  to  the  sui)port 
of  General  Couch’s  division,  and  while  lying  in  reserve  was  again  ex- 
posed  to  a \iolent  artillery  fire. 

BetAveen  5 and  G o’clock  ]).  m.  the  brigade  came  into  action,  the  Fifth 
Ncav  Hampshire  supporting  a battery  on  the  right  and  the  three  other 
regiments  engaging  the  enemy’s  infantry.  The  Fifth  New  Hampshire 
remained  sui)])orting  a battery  until  Avithdrawn  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d.  The  Sixty-first  Ncav  York  and  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  I con- 
solidated, and  placed  under  Colonel  BarloAv.  They  engaged  the  enemy 
on  the  extreme  right  of  General  Couch’s  line,  being  draAvn  up  in  an 
open  field,  Avhile  the  enemy  were  posted  in  the  edge  of  a wood.  These 
regiments,  under  the  able  command  of  Colonel  Barlow,  fought  most 
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splendidly.  I do  not  think  their  steadiness  and  gallantry  were  ever 
surpassed.  The  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers  were  on  the  left  of  the 
Sixty-first  and  Eighty-first,  and  fought  gallantly.  All  these  regiments 
fought  till  every  round  of  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then  stood 
without  flinching  the  fire  of  the  enemy  when  unable  to  return  it.  The 
brigade  was  withdrawn  about  midnight,  and  marched  with  the  rest  of 
the  army  to  this  place. 

In  mentioning  ofiicers  worthy  of  particular  commendation  I cannot 
fail  to  award  the  highest  praise  to  Colonel  Barlow,  Sixty -first  New 
York  Volunteers.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  officer  distinguished 
himself  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  In  every  engagement  since  he  has 
only  added  to  the  laurels  there  acquired.  He  possesses  in  an  eminent 
degree  all  the  qualities  of  a good  commander — intelligence,  coolness, 
and  readiness.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conner,  of  the  Eighty -first  Penn- 
sylvania, fought  bravely,  and  was  shot  dead  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Von  Schack  and  Major  Gaebel,  of  the  Seventh  New 
York,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gallantry.  During  the  battles 
of  the  three  days  but  two  members  of  my  staff  were  with  me,  Lieut, 
and  Aide-de-Cami)  George  W.  Scott  and  Capt.  and  Acting  Asst.  Adjt. 
Gen.  N.  A.  Miles.  Lieutenant  Scott  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  while  the  brigade  was  advancing  to  the  support  of  Gen- 
eral Kearny.  Of  Captain  Miles  I cannot  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient 
praise.  His  activity  was  incessant.  On  Sunday  he  volunteered  to  cut 
a road  through  the  woods  from  Allen’s  farm  to  Savage  Station,  and 
collecting  axmen  from  various  regiments  soon  made  a road  practica- 
ble for  artillery,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  means  of  saving  three 
batteries.  On  Monday  he  most  vigorously  seconded  my  efforts,  and 
himself  conducted  the  Eighty-first  to  the  support  of  the  Sixty-first. 
On  Tuesday,  although  he  was  my  only  staff*  officer,  I sent  him  to  Gen- 
eral Sumner  for  re-enforcements,  which  duty  he  performed  in  the  most 
speedy  and  successful  manner.  Near  the  close  of  the  engagement  he 
conducted  and  placed  a j^iece  of  artillery  on  the  left,  which  by  send- 
ing a shower  of  canister  silenced  a very  effective  musketry  fire  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  whole  movement  his  services  have  been  to  me 
invaluable. 

I cannot  close  my  report  without  paying  a tribute  to  the  gallant  dead 
and  wounded  as  well  as  to  the  living  and  present.  Men  never  fought 
more  gallantly  and  nobly,  or  endured  fatigue,  privation,  hunger,  and 
sleeplessness  with  a more  uncomplaining  spirit.  We  have  never  lost  a 
gun,  a color,  or  fallen  back  an  inch  while  the  battle  lasted.  I deem 
myself  honored  in  leading  such  gallant  men,  and  claim  no  other  praise 
than  that  inseparable  from  being  the  commander  of  such  brave 
soldiers. 

My  report  shows  3 officers  killed,  28  wounded,  and  3 missing; 
enlisted  men,  86  killed,  467  wounded,  and  178  missing;  making  a total 
of  765.*  The  list  of  missing  will  probably  diminish.  I will  send  de- 
tailed lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  as  soon  as  possible ; certainly 
to-moiTOw. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  0.  CALDWELL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  G.  Stuart  Draper, 

Aide-de  Cam]g  arid  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


But  see  revised  stateineiit,  p.  24. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  G.  Langley,  Fifth  Neic  Hampshire  Infantry, 
of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alleids  Farm,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 


IlDQRS.  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Yols.,  July  3, 1862. 

General:  1 have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  in  the  late  actions: 

Sunday,  June  29,  after  the  division  had  fallen  back  and  formed  a 
new  line,  I was  ordered  by  General  Kichardson  to  establish  a jiicket 
on  the  old  line  in  front  of  our  earthworks.  Moved  the  regiment  into 
the  clearing  near  Fair  Oaks  Station ; saw  large  numbers  of  the  enemy 
inside  the  works;  reported  to  General  Richardson,  and  received  orders 
to  remain  where  1 was.  I threw  out  skirmishers  and  fell  back  gradu- 
ally into  the  woods  in  front  of  the  main  force.  I was  attacked  in  this 
jmsiiion,  and  a sharp  tire  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  the  enemy  falling 
back.  1 remained  in  the  w^oods  until  ordered  by  General  Sumner  to 
join  our  brigade.  Our  loss  in  the  above  affair  was  2 killed,  11  wounded, 
1 second  lieutenant  and  several  men  missing.  In  the  afternoon  the 
regiment  acted  only  as  support.  It  was  under  heavy  artillery  fire,  but 
sustained  no  loss,  and  retired  with  the  brigade. 

Monday,  June  30,  the  regiment  was  formed  as  support  to  battery, 
and  was  under  a very  heavy  artillery  fire  nearly  all  day,  during  which 
time  we  had  5 killed  and  9 wounded.  At  about  7 p.  m.  went  with  the 
brigade  to  support  General  Kearny,  then  engaged  about  2 miles  to  our 
left.  On  our  arrival  we  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Seventh 
New  York  Volunteers  in  the  road.  We  remained  in  this  position  sub- 
ject to  a musketry  fire,  but  were  unable  to  return  it  on  account  of  a 
regiment  of  our  men  being  in  our  front.  Some  time  after  the  firing  had 
ceased  the  regiment  was  ordered  lorward  about  100  yards  as  picket. 
At  about  2 a.  m.  I was  ordered  by  General  Caldwell  to  retire  and  join 
the  brigade.  In  retiring  I lost  one  first  lieutenant  and  several  men, 
who  must  have  remained  on  the  ground  asleep  and  been  taken  prisoners. 

Tuesday,  July  j,  after  forming  the  regiment  in  column,  I was  unwell 
afid  retired,  and  did  not  join  it  until  Wednesday,  at  this  camii.  Here- 
with 1 forward  a report  of  Captain  Sturtevant,  who  was  in  command 
during  my  absence.  A large  number  of  the  sick  and  wounded  were 
left  behind,  and  have  probably  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A 
day  or  two  more  and  we  can  tell  nearer  how  we  stand. 

Respectfully, 


S.  G.  LANGLEY, 

lAeutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Vols. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Caldwell,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edward  E.  Sturtevant,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry, 
of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Regt.  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 

City  Point  [Harriso7i'’s  Landmg],  Va.,  July  3,  1862. 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
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part  taken  in  action  by  the  Fifth  Eegiinent  New  Hainpishire  Volunteers 
on  Tuesday,  July  1,  18G2: 

The  regiment  moved  forward  with  the  brigade,  and  deployed  in  line 
of  battle  to  supi)ort  the  batteries  in  our  front,  where  it  remained  six 
hours.  During  nearly  all  the  time  the  regiment  remained  in  the  line 
the  enemy  kept  up  a heavy  fire  from  artillery.  After  the  enemy  ceased 
his  fire  in  this  direction  the  line  of  battle  was  changed,  about  4 o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  to  a fence,  where  it  remained  about  one  hour,  and  was 
then  changed  again  to  a road  leading  near  the  enemy’s  fire  on  the  left, 
where  it  remained  in  reserve  a short  time,  receiAung  a severe  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  then  the  line  of  battle  was  moved  to  the 
front,  where  I was  ordered  to  report  for  orders  to  General  Howe,  which 
I did.  His  orders  to  me  were  to  move  my  regiment  to  the  right  of  a 
battery  which  Avas  near  us  and  assist  in  supporting  it.  I did  as  ordered, 
and  the  enemy  kept  up  for  an  hour  a heavy  fire  from  his  artillery. 

Another  of  our  batteries  then  came  up  and  ad\"anced  toAvard  the 
enemy’s  lines.  I then  moved  my  regiment  forward  to  support  this 
battery.  The  enemy  formed  in  line  of  battle  several  times  and  at- 
temiited  to  advance,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  lieaA^y  fire  from  our 
battery,  Avhich  kept  up  a constant  fire  until  near  10  o’clock  at  night, 
Avhen  the  battery  withdrew.  It  being  then  understood  by  me,  from 
Acdiat  1 could  learn  from  two  other  regiments  who  were  also  engaged 
in  supporting  this  battery,  that  another  battery  was  to  return  and  take 
its  place,  and  failing  to  receive  any  orders  I concluded  to  remain  on 
the  ground  with  my  regiment  and  assist  the  other  two  regiments  in 
keeping  guard  in  front.  No  other  battery  returned,  and  I found  that 
most  of  our  troops  had  been  drawn  off  during  the  night,  and  not  being 
able  to  find  our  brigade  I concluded  to  retire  to  the  rear,  Avhich  I did 
at  about  5 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  July  2,  1862.  1 found  on  going 

to  the  rear  that  most  of  the  army  had  left  for  City  Point  [Harrison’s 
Landing],  Va.  I remained  in  the  rear  some  tAVO  hours,  when  I learned 
from  our  cavalry  and  provost-marshal  (as  I was  informed)  that  our 
brigade  and  dlAusion  had  gone  to  City  Point.  I then  started  on  the 
march  Avith  my  command  for  this  camp,  Avhere  I arrived  AAith  my  com- 
mand and  joined  this  brigade  at  about  11  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  July 
2, 1862.  During  the  action  of  the  day  2 lieutenants  and  5 enlisted 
men  Avere  Avounded  and  21  enlisted  men  were  missing. 
llespectfullA",  your  obedient  seiwant,  . 

EDWARD  E.  STHRTEVANT, 
Captain^  Comdg.  Fifth  Eegt.  New  Hampshire  Vols. 

Brigadier  General  Caldavell. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Col.  George  Von  Schach^  Seventh  New  Yorh  Infmitry,  of  engage- 
ment at  Reach  Orchard.,  or  AUeii’s  Farm.,  battle  of  Savage  Station^  en- 
gagement at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge.,  and  battles  of  Glendale.,  or 
NeUoyds  Farm  (FrazieFs  Farm).,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Uegt.  New  York  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Harrison'’s  Landing,  July  6,  1862. 
The  Seventh  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  left  Fair  Oaks  Station 
on  the  29th  of  June  at  3 o’clock  a.  m.  for  Orchard  Station.  Here  the 
regiment  Avas  placed  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  in  the  second  line. 
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At  Savage  StatioD,  where  the  regiment  arrived  at  dark,  it  was  ordered 
to  support  the  right  flank  in  the  woods.  During  the  night  it  marched 
through  the  White  Oak  Swamp. 

On  the  30th,  at  noon,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Hill  for  the  protection  of  our  batteries. 
At  sunset  it  had  to  march  to  the  left  for  supporting  the  left  wing,  under 
General  Heintzelman.  Here  it  took  position  in  the  woods  in  the  second 
line.  At  1 o’clock  a.  m.  it  marched  to  Malverton. 

On  the  1st  of  July  early  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the 
Seventh  Eegiment  on  the  right  flank,  to  cover  our  batteries  near  Nelson’s 
Farm.  In  the  afternoon  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and 
remained  here  until  7 p.  m.  The  regiment  kept  its  position  for  two 
hours  without  any  ammunition,  and  received  the  order  to  fall  back  to 
Nelson’s  Farm  at  11  o’clock  p.  m.,from  where  it  marched  to  Harrison’s 
Landing. 

G.  YON  SGHACK, 

Colonel  Seventh  Eegiment  Neiv  Yorh  Volunteers, 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Col.  Francis  C.  Barlow.,  Sixty -first  New  Yorh  Infantry,  of 
engagement  at  White  Oal  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or 
Nelson^s  Farm  {Frazier^s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-first  Eegt.  New  York*  Volunteers, 

Near  James  River,  July  3,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  June  30,  1862,  the 
regiment  under  my  command  marched  with  the  other  regiments  of 
General  Caldwell’s  brigade  toward  the  sound  of  the  enemy’s  firing  at 
about  6 p.  m.  Ou  arriving  near  the  front  we  became  separated  from 
the  remainder  of  our  brigade  in  the  confusion  arising  from  our  troops 
firing  upon  each  other.  I then  had  the  honor  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Eobinson,  of  General  Kearny’s  brigade,  for  orders.  By  order 
of  General  Eobinson  my  regiment  was  formed  in  line  upon  the  border 
of  a large  field  into  which  our  troops  were  firing  and  in  the  rear  of  a 
fence  which  our  men  were  using  as  a parapet.  Having  stopped  the 
firing  of  the  other  regiments.  General  Eobinson  ordered  my  regiment 
to  advance  into  the  field,  which  we  did  with  bayonets  at  a charge. 
By  reason  of  the  darkness  and  thick  smoke  I am  unable  to  say  whether 
the  enemy  was  occupying  the  open  field  or  not.  1 think  they  were, 
and  that  they  fell  back  hastily  at  our  approach,  as  I found  one  of  their 
colors  lying  upon  the  ground.  It  bore  the  inscriptions  “Seven  Pines” 
and  “Fair  Oaks”  upon  it,  and  I have  caused  it  to  be  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Sumner’s  corps. 

As  we  approached  the  woods  on  the  other  side  of  the  field  the  enemy 
asked  from  within  what  regiment  we  were.  My  men  answering  “ Sixty- 
first  New  York,”  the  enemy  shouted,  “Throw  down  your  arms,  or  you 
are  all  dead  men.”  We  at  once  oi)ened  fire  upon  them.  They  were 
posted  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  We  were  very  close  to  them,  and 
their  fire  was  severe  and  fatal.  I requested  Lieutenant  Greenhalgh,  of 
General  Berry’s  staff,  who  had  advanced  with  us  into  position,  to  bring 
re-enforcements  if  possible,  as  no  other  regiment  was  in  the  field.  He 
informed  me  upon  his  return  that  he  could  bring  us  none.  Having 
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succeeded  in  communicating  with  General  Caldwell,  he  sent  ns  the 
Eighty -first  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  formed  in  front 
of  us  and  opened  fire  vigorously  upon  the  enemy.  I was  directed  hy 
the  staff  officer  who  brought  this  regiment  to  assume  command  of  that 
part  of  the  brigade  which  was  in  the  open  field.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  a considerable  time,  firing  vigorously.  Ko  re-enforcements 
came  to  us. 

Perceiving  indications  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  on  our  left  flank 
and  were  preparing  to  make  a vigorous  attack,  I moved  the  regiments 
to  the  right  of  the  field,  nearer  the  parapet,  from  which  position  we  were 
soon  withdrawn  by  General  Caldwell.  Later  in  the  evening,  by  order 
of  General  Kearny,  I formed  my  regiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  Fifth 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, both  of  Caldwell’s  brigade,  inside  the  parapet,  and  there  remained 
until  withdrawn  with  the  rest  of  the  troops  occupying  the  position. 

On  account  of  previous  losses  I had  reduced  my  regiment  to  eight 
companies,  one  of  which  was  absent  on  picket  and  not  in  the  action. 

As  supports  of  Hazzard’s  battery  we  had  been  under  a heavy  artil- 
lery fire  during  the  whole  day  and  had  marched  directly  thence  to  the 
fight,  for  which  reason  I am  unable  to  state  exactly  what  number  of 
men  we  took  into  action.  There  were  present  8 officers  besides  myself, 
(i  of  whom  were  wounded  severely  and  taken  prisoners  at  the  hospital 
to  which  they  were  removed.  The  horses  of  myself.  Lieutenant  Greg- 
ory, regimental  adjutant,  Major  McKeen,  Colonel  Johnson,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Swain,  of  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Eegiment,  were  shot 
under  us. 

The  number  of  men  of  my  regiment  in  the  action  was  not  more  than 
225  at  the  very  outside,  of  which  75  were  killed  and  wounded.  Having 
been  engaged  several  times  since  with  loss  I cannot  tell  exactly  the 
loss  of  men  in  this  action,  but  suppose  the  proportion  of  our  whole  loss 
which  is  to  be  credited  to  this  action  to  be  as  I have  stated.  Company 
H,  First  Eegiment  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  Captain  Hastings,  which 
had  been  encamping  with  my  regiment,  was  in  the  action  with  us  and 
suffered  largely,  losing  one  of  its  two  commissioned  officers. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

FEANCIS  C.  BAELOW, 

Col.  Glsit  Regt.  A.  Y.  Caldwell’s  Brig.j  Richardson’s  Div. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Potter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Robinson’s  Brigade,  Kearny’s  Division. 


Headquarters  Sixty-first  Kew  York  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  James  River,  July  5,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  June 
30,  1862,  the  regiment  under  my  command  was  placed  in  line  with 
Meagher’s  brigade  at  White  Oak  Swamp  as  a support  to  Hazzard’s 
and  Pettit’s  batteries,  which  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  We 
remained  in  this  position  nearly  all  day,  exposed  at  times  to  a severe 
artillery  tire,  which  killed  2 and  wounded  several  of  the  men.  During 
the  afternoon  a heavy  musketry  fire  commenced  on  our  left,  at  some 
distance  from  us,  and  about  6 p.  m.  this  regiment,  together  with  the 
others  of  this  brigade,  was  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  firing.  After 
a march  of  some  IJ  miles  we  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  engagement, 
and  my  regiment  became  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
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in  the  confusion  arising  from  some  of  our  troops  firing  upon  each  other. 
I at  once  reported  to  the  first  general  officer  I could  find  (Brigadier- 
General  Eobiuson,  of  Kearny’s  division)  for  orders.  By  his  directions 
the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  on  the  border  of  an  open  field  into 
which  our  men  were  firing  from  two  sides.  We  were  formed  behind  a 
fence  which  our  men  were  occupying  as  a parapet  and  from  which  they 
were  then  firing. 

After  stopping  the  firing  of  these  other  regiments  General  Eobinson 
directed  this  regiment  to  go  over  the  parapet  into  the  open  field,  which 
was  done  with  bayonets  at  a charge.  We  advanced  quickly,  and  with- 
out tiring,  into  the  field.  It  was  quite  dark  and  the  atmosphere  was 
thick  with  smoke,  for  which  reason  I am  unable  to  state  what  was  the 
position  or  number  of  the  enemy  in  the  open  field.  They  broke  and 
fell  back  at  our  approach,  and  a flag  with  the  inscriptions  “ Williamsburg” 
and  Seven  Pines”  was  abandoned  by  them.  I took  possession  of  this, 
and  have  forwarded  it  to  brigade  headquarters.  Upon  approaching  the 
woods  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  field  the  enemy  shouted  from  the  woods. 
What  regiment  is  that  ^ ” Upon  being  answered  by  the  men  that  it  was 
the  Sixty-first  Kew  York,  the  enemy  shouted,  “Throw  down  your  arms, 
or  you  are  all  dead  men.”  We  at  once  opened  fire,  which  was  vigor- 
ously continued  on  both  sides.  I requested  Lieutenant  Greenhalgh,  of 
the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Berry,  who  came  into  position  with  us,  to 
procure  us  re-enforcements,  as  .we  were  the  only  regiment  in  the  field 
or  in  sight.  He  returned,  and  informed  me  that  he  could  bring  none. 

After  we  had  continued  firing  for  some  time  Captain  Miles,  of  the 
staff  of  General  Caldwell,  brought  in  to  our  assistance  the  Eighty-first 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  Colonel  Johnson,  of  this  brigade. 
This  regiment  took  position  in  our  front,  and  opened  and  sustained  a 
vigorous  and  determined  fire.  I directed  my  men  to  lie  down  and  rest 
for  a time.  They  came  again  into  line  and  recommenced  fire  before  we 
left  the  position.  I am  unable  to  state  how  long  we  remained  in  this 
position.  Both  regiments  exhausted  nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and 
we  once  changed  position  to  avoid  a threatened  attack  on  our  left  flank. 

The  staff*  olficer  who  brought  in  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Yolun- 
teers directed  me  to  take  command  of  that  part  of  the  brigade  then  in 
the  field  as  the  ranking  officer. 

We  changed  our  position,  as  I have  above  stated,  to  the  right  side  of 
the  field,  near  the  parapet,  from  which  position  we  were  subsequently 
withdrawn  by  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  brigade.  Later  in 
the  evening  we,  in  conjunction  with  the  Fifth  Kew  Hampshire  Yolun- 
teers and  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  were  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Kearny  to  occupy  and  hold  the  parapet  until  further  orders.  We 
remained  there  until  withdrawn  with  the  rest  of  the  troops. 

My  regiment  consists  of  eight  companies,  one  of  which  was  absent  on 
. picket  duty  and  not  in  the  fight.  There  were  not  exceeding  230  men 
I present  and  9 officers,  including  myself,  in  the  action. 

Six  officers  were  wounded  and  taken  prisoners  at  the  hospital  to 
which  they  were  removed  after  the  action.  The  proportion  to  be  credited 
to  this  action  of  the  loss  of  enlisted  men  which  we  sustained  in  the  sev- 
eral actions  in  which  we  were  engaged  on  this  and  the  following  days 
is  at  least  70  enlisted  men.  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  Eighty-first  Eegi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  was  wounded.  Eor  the  remaining  loss 
in  that  regiment  I respectfully  refer  to  the  list  of  casualties  forwarded 
from  that  regiment. 

On  Tuesdaj^,  July  1,  we  were  formed  in  line  with  the  remainder  of 
the  brigade  at  quite  an  early  hour,  and  sustained  an  artillery  fire  of 
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more  or  less  violence  during  tlie  whole  day.  We  lost  several  men  by 
this  fire.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers  was  consolidated  with  the  regiment  under  my  command, 
and  the  whole  put  under  my  command.  This  consolidation  still  con- 
tinues. 

About  5 p.  m.,  July  1,  the  whole  brigade  was  moved  to  the  support  of 
General  Couch’s  division,  and  was  again  subjected  to  a violent  fire  of 
artillery.  About  0 p.  m.  the  Sixty-first  and  Eighty- first  Kegiments  con- 
solidated Avere  sent  into  action,  and  engaged  the  enemy’s  infantry  on 
the  extreme  right  of  General  Couch’s  line.  The  enemy  were  posted  in 
the  edge  of  a Avood  and  our  line  AA^as  in  the  open  field.  The  Seventh 
Regiment  N^ew  York  Yolunteers,  of  this  brigade,  subsequently  took  the 
place  of  a regiment  Avhich  had  been  withdrawn  on  our  left.  We  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  all  other  regiments  in  the  vicinity  Avere 
withdrawn  except  the  Third  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade.  At  about 
11  p.  m.  Ave  were  withdraAvn  to  camp,  and  the  next  morning  marched 
to  this  place.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conner,  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania 
Y olunteers,  aa  as  shot  dead  in  this  fight.  Both  the  Sixty-first  and  Eighty- 
first  Regiments  behaved  Avith  great  gallantry  and  steadiness  in  both 
infantry  engagements  and  under  all  the  artillery  fire  to  which  they 
were  exposed.  Their  steadiness  and  resolution  in  the  infantry  en- 
gagement of  Tuesday  evening  I do  not  believe  could  be  surpassed  by 
any  troops,  for  nothing  of  the  qualities  which  make  men  efficient  sol- 
diers could  be  possessed  or  exhibited  by  any  men  beyond  what  they 
showed. 

Of  the  officers  of  the  Eighty-first  Regiment  I desire  especially  to 
praise  and  commend  the  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Conner,  Major  McKeen,  and  Lieutenant  Swain,  regimental 
adjutant.  Being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  other  officers  of  this 
regiment  even  by  name,  I am  compelled  to  pass  over  without  mention 
the  good  conduct  of  several  others  which  came  under  my  notice,  as  I 
have  no  means  of  identifying  the  officers  whom  I noticed  on  the  field. 
Of  my  own  regiment  all  that  can  be  said  of  a brave  and  good  soldiei 
should  be  said  of  Captain  Broady.  Captain  Mount  also  deserves  much 
praise.  Lieutenant  Gregory,  adjutant,  behaved  most  gallantly,  and 
rendered  most  efficient  service  in  urging  on  the  men.  His  horse,  and 
also  the  horses  of  myself  and  Colonel  Johnson,  Major  McKeen,  and 
Lieutenant  Swain,  adjutant — the  last  three  officers  all  of  the  Eighty- 
first  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers — were  shot  under  them. 

If  I may  be  permitted  to  speak  of  an  officer  not  under  my  own  com- 
mand I desire  to  speak  in  terms  of  admiration  of  the  good  behavior  of 
Capt.  K.  A.  Miles,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  on  the  staff  of 
General  Caldwell.  Captain  Miles  sought  us  out  on  Monday  night, 
and  in  person  brought  us  re-enforcements  when  under  heavy  fire.  On 
Tuesday  night  he  came  repeatedly  down  into  the  field  to  look  after  our 
welfare,  and  finally  by  much  exertion  succeeded  in  bringing  down  to 
our  assistance  a piece  of  artillery,  which  by  a fire  of  grape  succeeded  in 
checking  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I feel  that  both  regiments  under  my 
command  are  much  indebted  to  Captain  Miles. 

Company  H,  First  Regiment  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  Captain  Hast- 
ings, which  had  been  temporarily  encamping  near  us,  gallantly  A^olun- 
teered  to  go  into  the  action  of  Monday  with  us,  and  did  good  service. 
Captain  Hastings  behaved  A^ery  bravely,  and  after  our  loss  of  officers  I 
put  him  in  command  of  part  of  mj"  regiment. 

During  the  fight  of  Monday  night  Lieutenant  Peet,  of  this  company, 
was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  From  my  knowledge  of 
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tlie  character  of  all  my  officers  present,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  I 
am  sure  they  behaved  nobly,  though  those  above  mentioned  were  the 
ones  whom  1 happened  especially  to  be  brought  in  contact  with  in  the 
held. 

The  loss  of  the  Sixty-first  Eegiment  in  all  those  engagements  is  10 
killed,  87  wounded,  and  20  missing  on  the  battle-field.*  Others  fell 
out  on  the  various  marches  to  and  from  action,  and  many  of  them  are 
doubtless  prisoners.  All  who  were  severely  wounded  were  likewise 
left  to  be  taken  prisoners.  Among  the  missing  are  the  surgeon  and 
adjutant  of  the  regiment,  the  latter  being  also  wounded. 

1 have  at  the  present  time  in  camp  170  enlisted  men,  of  whom  at  least 
50  are  sick  and  unfit  for  duty,  many  being  old  chronic  cases.  The  170 
enlisted  men  includes  some  12  drummers  and  the  hospital  and  quarter- 
master’s attendants.  I have  on  duty  2 captains,  1 lieutenant,  quarter- 
master, assistant  surgeon,  and  chaplain. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  0.  BARLOW, 
Colonel  Sixty-first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  N.  A.  Miles, 

A.  A.  A.  tr.,  CaldiveWs  Brigade,  Richardson  Division. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Maj.  H.  Boyd  McKeen,  Eighty  first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  battle  of  Savage  Station, 
engage7nent  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale^  or 
Relsoii’s  Farm  {Frazier’’ s Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 


July  3,  1862. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  June 
20  we  received  orders  to  march  to  Orchard  Station.  Arriving  there, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  support  a battery  posted  in 
front  of  the  line  of  battle.  The  enemy  kept  up  a severe  fire,  but  were 
silenced  by  Pettit’s  battery.  In  the  afternoon  we  w'ere  marched  to 
Savage  Station,  and  were  formed  in  the  brush  fronting  the  railroad, 
in  the  second  line  of  battle;  were  not  engaged.  About  midnight  we 
again  took  up  our  line  of  march,  and  at  daylight  halted.  Line  of  battle 
was  again  formed,  and  the  enemy  opened  a heavy  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery, during  which  we  had  a number  wounded.  About  5 o’clock  we 
were  ordered  to  the  left,  and  were  marched  into  the  woods,  and  then 
were  marched  to  support  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  iiosted  in  an  open 
field.  The  enemy  were  posted  in  a wood  about  100  yards  from  our 
position.  We  took  up  a position  in  front  of  the  Sixty-first,  and  con- 
tinued firing  until  we  had  almost  exjiended  our  ammunition.  We  were 
then  ordered  into  the  woods.  It  was  here  that  Colonel  Johnson  was 
wounded,  CajJain  Harkness  and  Captain  Conner  wounded.  Lieutenants 
Hawk  and  JMcKernan  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Abbott  killed. 

We  again  took  up  our  line  of  march,  and  at  daylight  July  1 again 
halted.  Line  of  battle  being  formed,  we  were  posted  along  a fence  in 
front  of  the  house  used  as  a hospital.  By  order  of  General  Caldwell 
the  Sixty-first  New  York  and  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
were  thrown  together  and  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Barlow, 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  24. 


70 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA, 


[Chap.  XXm, 


of  the  Sixty-first  York.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  we 
were  marched  to  the  front  and  engaged  the  enemy.  The  men  behaved 
with  remarkable  coolness,  loading  and  firing  as  if  on  drill.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Conner  was  killed  by  the  last  volley  fired  by  the  enemy. 

Officers  killed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conner  and  Lieutenant  Abbott ; 
wounded,  Colonel  Johnson,  Captains  Schuyler,  Wilson,  Harkness,  and 
Conner;  Lieutenants  Pryor,  McKernan,  and  Belford.  Enlisted  men, 
2G  killed,  120  wounded,  104  missing.  Total,  28  killed,  128  wounded, 
104  missing.* 

H.  BOYD  McKEEl!^, 

Major  ^ Commanding  Eighty -first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  E”.  A.  Miles, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.,  CaldwelVs  Brigade. 


Yo.  20. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Francis  Meagher,  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Gaines^  Mill,  Savage  Station,  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  [Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqes.  Meagher’s  Brig.,  Eichardson’s  Div., 

Sumner’s  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  6,  1862. 

Lieutenant  : In  compliance  with  the  order  received  by  me  yester- 
day from  the  general  commanding  the  division  I have  the  honor  to 
report  to  him  through  you  the  action  of  the  brigade  which  I command 
in  the  following  engagements:  Allen’s  Farm  [Gaines’  Mill],  Savage 
Station,  Kelson’s  Farm,  Malverton. 

On  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  at  5 o’clock  p.  m.,  being  encamped  at 
Fair  Oaks  Station,  I received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  immediately 
to  the  support  of  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  who  had  been  engaged  with 
the  enemy  for  several  hours,  and  who  was  at  the  time  mentioned  forced 
back  by  overpowering  numbers.  On  receiving  the  orders  to  move 
forward  my  brigade  I was  directed  by  the  general  of  the  division  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  French,  whose  brigade  was  also  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  forces  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Allen’s  Farm. 
Marching  rapidly  to  the  Chickahominy,  the  two  brigades  crossed  Wood- 
bury’s (or  Alexander’s)  Bridge.  The  head  of  the  column  had  just 
appeared  on  the  opposite  side  when  an  immense  cloud  of  dust,  through 
which  teams  and  horsemen  hastily  broke,  indicated  something  more 
than  a repulse  to  our  arms.  These  teams  and  horsemen  were  followed 
by  crowds  of  fugitive  stragglers  on  foot,  whose  cry  was  that  they  had 
•been  cut  to  pieces.” 

At  this  critical  moment  Brigadier-General  French  ordered  me  to 
throw  forward  and  deploy  one  company  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  Col.  Eobert 
Kugent  commanding,  and  with  fixed  bayonets  to  drive  back  the  runa- 
ways. Captain  Felix  Duffy’s  company  was  accordingly  thrown  forward 
and  deployed  (and  the  resolute  and  impetuous  spirit  with  which  they 
discharged  their  duty  under  the  command  of  their  experienced  and  gal- 
lant captain  had  the  effect  of  almost  instantly  checking  a rout  which 
if  not  arrested  at  that  moment  would  have  been  attended  with  the  most 
fearful  consequences),  thus  driving  back  the  fugitives  and  steadying  the 
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broken  masses  of  the  Union  forces  that  had  been  enga^i’ed  all  day.  The 
column,  of  which  my  brigade  formed  the  right  and  rear,  came  u])on  the 
hill  where  the  main  hospital  of  the  Union  army  had  been  established 
and  where  the  greater  portion  of  onr  broken  and  retreating  forces  were 
assembled.  My  brigade  reached  the  summit  of  this  hill  in  two  lines  of 
battle — the  Sixty-ninth  and  Eighty-eighth  the  first,  the  Sixty-third  and 
Twenty-ninth  the  second  line  of  battle — and  having  reached  it,  despite 
of  the  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  that  were  breaking  through  them, 
preserved  an  unwavering  and  undaunted  front.  Our  advance,  which 
was  repeatedly  assailed  by  the  shells  and  the  round  shot  of  the  enemy, 
did  not  halt  until  copimanded  to  do  so  by  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  who 
gave  the  command  in  person.  At  this  time  the  firing  of  the  enemy  sud- 
denly ceased  on  our  front  and  opened  on  our  right,  in  consequence  ot 
which  General  Porter  directed  me  to  move  my  brigade  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  so  relieve  the  regulars  under  Brigadier-General  Sykes,  occu- 
pying the  ground  which  these  splendid  troops  had  so  gallantly  main- 
tained all  through  the  desperate  conflict  of  the  day  and  long  after  their 
ammunition  had  been  exhausted.  hTothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  of 
the  enemy  through  the  night. 

In  this  position  my  brigade  remained  until,  under  orders  of  Brigadier- 
General  Prench,  the  column  under  his  command  recrossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  which  it  did  before  sunrise  the  following  morning.  The  Eighty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Baker,  was  ordered  by  the  general  commanding  the  column  on 
the  other  side  to  keep  in  rear  of  the  column,  to  defend  the  passage  of 
the  wounded  and  stragglers,  until  the  bridge  had  been  thoroughly 
destroyed,  which  work  had  already  commenced  when,  accompanied  by 
my  staff',  I crossed  the  river  in  rear  of  my  brigade. 

Eeturuiug  to  our  intrenched  camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  brigade  rested 
until  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  28th  of  June,  when  I re- 
ceived orders  to  march  my  brigade  instantly  to  Savage  Station,  and 
there  report  to  the  general-in-chief.  The  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Col.  Ivobert  Nugent  commanding,  did  not  accompany  the  brigade, 
being  on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  camp  at  Fair  Oaks.  The  other 
three  regiments  of  the  brigade  took  up  and  held  a i^osition  at  Meadowy 
Station  indicated  by  General  Williams,  the  adjutant-general  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  ordered  to  report  and  return  to  Brigadier- 
General  Bichardson,  which  they  did  about  4 o’clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  29th  of  June. 

Being  temporarily  placed  under  arrest  until  8 o’clock  the  following 
day,  I respectfully  refer  the  general  commanding  the  division  to  the  re- 
port of  Col.  Bobert  Nugent,  the  senior  colonel  of  the  brigade,  who  had 
command  of  the  same  during  the  engagement  at  Savage  Station  on  the 
evening  of  the  29th  ultimo  and  who  commanded  the  brigade  on  the 
march  through  the  White  Oak  Swamp. 

It  gives  me  the  heartiest  satisfaction  to  bear  witness  to  the  able  and 
intre])id  manner  with  which  Colonel  Nugent  fulfilled  the  duties  which 
devolved  ui  on  him  during  my  arrest ; and  it  may  not  be  inopportune  for 
me  to  say  that  no  colonel  with  whom  I am  acquainted  is  more  deserv- 
ing of  honorable  mention,  and  I most  cordially  recommend  him  to  the 
favorable  notice  of  the  general  commanding  the  division. 

In  relation  to  the  engagement  at  Nelson’s  Farm  and  Malvern,  in 
which  my  brigade  suffered  severely  but  most  worthily  behaved,  I shall 
fui'iiish  you  Avith  a report  within  the  next  hour. 

I cannot  close  this  report,  however,  without  commending  to  the  favora- 
ble consideration  of  the  general  commanding  the  division  the  following 
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officers,  who  served  on  my  staff  during  the  engagement  on  APten’s  Farai, 
[Gaines’  Mill]:  Capt.  M^illiam  H.  Hogan,  of  the  Second  Battalion  Is’ew 
York  State  Artillery ; Lieut.  John  J.Gosson,of  the  Sixty-ninth  NewY'ork 
Volunteers;  Lieut.  Temple  Emmett,  of  the  Eighth-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers;  Lieut.  JamesB.  Turner,  of  the  Eighty  eighth  New  Y^)ik  Vol- 
unteers, and  Capt.  Malachi  Martin,  tlie  assistant  quartermaster  of  the 
brigade,  who  with  the  heartiest  alacrity  volunteered  his  services  on  the 
occasion  and  fearlessly  rendered  me  the  most  valuable  assistance.  Maj. 
Thomas  O’Neil,  also  of  the  Second  Battalion  New  York  State  Artillery, 
rendered  me  the  most  gallant  service,  and  in  fulfillment  of  one  of  my  or- 
ders at  the  close  of  the  engagement,  when  I had  dispatched  him  to  one  of 
the  regiments  on  my  right,  was,  I fear,  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy ; at  all 
events,  since  then  we  had  no  tidings  of  him.  I deeply  regret  his  absence, 
for  a more  daring  soldier  I sincerely  believe  does  not  exist. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EBANOiS  MEAGHEE, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  0.  Stuart  Draper, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  First  Division. 


Headquarters  Meagher’s  Brigade, 
Eichardson’s  Division,  Sumner’s  Corps,  A.  P., 

In  Camp  at  Harrison’’ s Landing,  James  River,  Va.,  July  2, 1862. 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  that  I should  report  to  you 
as  the  officer  in  superior  command  of  the  Union  trooiis  engaged  in  the 
action  which  took  place  yesterday  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
the  following  statement  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  brigade 
under  my  command  participated  and  of  which  I was  personally  cogni- 
zant : 

Shortly  after  6 o’clock  p.  m.,  being  seated  at  the  headquarters  of 
General  E.  V.  Sumner,  commanding  the  corjjs  diarmee  in  which  my 
brigade  is  incorporated,  being  ordered  to  do  so  by  that  officer,  T dis- 
patched two  of  my  aides,  Lieut.  John  J.  Gosson,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers  (the  first  regiment  of  the  brigade),  and  Lieut.  Temple 
Emmett,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  (the  fourth  regi- 
ment of  the  brigade),  with  orders  to  hurry  up  the  four  regiments  com- 
posing the  brigade,  and  to  advance  them  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the 
front,  and  to  report  to  you.  These  regiments,  being  the  Sixty-ninth 
New  Y^ork  Volunteers,  the  Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers,  the 
Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachu-^ 
setts  Volunteers,  which  has  been  recently  assigned  to  the  brigade,  had 
been  in  position  in  line  of  battle  from  an  early  hour,  occupying  ami  Ex- 
tending along  a ravine  to  the  right  of  the  headquarters  of  Sumner’s 
corps,  and  so  protecting  in  some  measure  the  right  flank  of  the  army, 
which  was  still  further  and  efficiently  protected  by  the  divisions  under 
the  command  of  Generals  Sedgwick  and  Smith. 

The  line  occupied  by  the  regiments  under  njy  command  along  this 
ravine  was  held  by  them  with  marked  coolness  and  firmness  under  an 
incessant  shower  of  shell  and  round  shot  from  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  is  but  simple  justice  for  me  to  say  that  under  an  unre- 
mitting fire  of  some  hours  they  exhibited  a composure  and  steadiness 
wLich  was  only  equaled  by  their  eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy  more 
actively  and  immediately.  The  orders  communicated  by  the  aides  I 
have  mentioned  were  promptly  and  enthusiasticallv  obeyed.  Advanc- 
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ing  from  the  ravine  by  a flank  march  they  deployed  into  line  of  battle 
in  the  field  immediately  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of  General  Sum- 
ner, the  Sixty-ninth,  under  the  command  of  Ool.  Eobert  Nugent,  form- 
ing the  first  line  of  attack  5 the  Eighty-eighth,  under  the  command  of 
Maj.  James  Quinlan,  forming  the  second  line;  the  Sixty -third,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  John  Burke,  forming  the  third  line,  and  the 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  being  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  Barnes,  forming  the  fourth  line.  Col.  Ebenezer 
Pierce  having  been  previously  wounded  whilst  coolly  and  gallantly 
sustaining  his  regiment  in  their  position  on  the  previous  day  at  the 
passage  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp  in  support  of  Hazzard’s  battery,  and 
in  co-operation  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade. 

The  advance  of  the  regiments  with  a rapid  step,  displaying  their 
colors,  was  marked  by  an  alacrity  and  enthusiasm  which  found  their 
expression  in  vehement  cheers,  which  had  the  efiect  of  rallying  several 
fragments  of  regiments  that  had,  after  bravely  sustaining  themselves 
under  an  overpowering  fire,  been  forced  to  retire  from  the  front.  A 
few  minutes  previous  to  our  entering  upon  the  immediate  scene  of 
action  my  brigade  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  you,  general,  accom- 
panied by  your  staff,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  say  even  in  this  report, 
which  is  addressed  particularly  to  you,  that  your  presence  and  direc- 
tions were  such  as  to  increase  the  ardor  and  render  still  more  efficient 
the  disposition  of  the  regiments,  for  whose  good  name  and  success  I was 
at  that  moment  responsible. 

Closely  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  we  were  met  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Butterfield,  who,  grasping  the  distinctive  green  flag  of  the  leading 
regiment  of  the  brigade,  exhibited  the  ardor  of  a general  who  was  per- 
sonally interested  in  its  honor,  and  thereby  renewed  and  re-excited  the 
spirit  of  the  advance.  Coming  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  the  Sixty- 
ninth  poured  in  an  oblique  fire  upon  them  with  a rapid  precision  and 
an  incessant  vigor  which  had  the  effect  of  almost  instantly  staggering 
and  silencing  for  some  moments  a fire  which  seemed  to  be  almost  over- 
whelming. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Eighty-eighth  were  thrown  forward  to  the  left 
of  the  Sixty -ninth,  and  their  rapid  and  impetuous  movement  had  the 
effect  of  outflanking  the  enemy  and  perfecting  the  success  which  the 
Sixty-ninth  had  already  to  so  important  an  extent  achieved.  The 
oblique  line  thus  formed  by  these  two  regiments  was  maintained  with 
decisive  resolution  until  the  enemy  fell  back  from  the  range  of  fire. 

The  other  two  regiments  of  the  brigade  (tlie  Sixty-third  New  York 
Volunteers  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers)  firmly 
preserved  the  second  line  of  attack  under  a fire  which  was  all  tlie  more 
trying  to  them  inasmuch  as  they  were  not  in  a position  to  return  or 
resist  it,  but  at  this  time  I ordered  up  the  Twenty-ninth  to  support 
Major  Kobertson’s  battery.  Shortly  after  an  officer,  who  represented 
ami  stated  himself  to  be  an  aide  of  General  McClellan,  rode  up  to  me, 
and  desired  me  earnestly  to  detail  one  of  my  regiments  to  accompany 
and  supx)ort  a battery  of  artillery,  which  was  then  going  to  relieve 
another,  the  ammunition  of  which  had  been  exhausted. 

Having  onl}^  the  Sixty -third  at  my  disposal  for  this  duty  I at  once 
ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler  to  accompany  and  support  the  bat- 
tery in  question.  Col.  John  Burke,  commanding  the  Sixty-third,  having 
been  severely  wounded  immediately  on  our  coming  under  the  musketry 
of  the  enemy  and  taken  to  the  rear,  the  command  of  his  regiment  de- 
volved on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler.  This  officer,  however,  under- 
took to  disobey  the  order  I issued  to  sujiport  the  battery,  alleging  that 
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be  was  under  special  orders  issued  by  you,  general,  and  that  mine  were 
consequently  without  weight.  Seeing  the  importance  of  having  a strong 
support  to  the  battery,  which  was  rapidly  proceeding,  to  establish  the 
success  of  the  day,  and  having  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  officer  rep- 
resenting himself  as  an  aide  of  the  general-in-chief  had  the  authority 
which  he  professed  to  have,  I insisted  on  Lieutenant -Colonel  Fowler 
immediately  executing  the  order  I had  given.  He  refusing  to  do  so,  I 
at  once  placed  him  under  arrest,  and  directed  Captain  O’Neil,  the  next 
senior  officer  of  the  regiment,  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  have 
the  disputed  order  instantly  complied  with.  I feel  extremely  gratified 
in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  under  the  command  of  Captain  O’Neil 
the  gallant  Sixty  third  promptly  supported  the  battery,  which  but  for 
them  would  have  been  left  without  support,  and  standing  by  it  until 
its  work  was  done,  it  was  withdrawn  by  orders  from  the  general  com- 
manding the  corps.  They  sustained  it  ably  and  devotedly. 

Night  had  fallen  and  darkness  had  almost  obliterated  the  lines  of  the 
contending  forces,  the  desperate  fire  of  which  was  still  violently  main- 
tained, when  Colonel  Nugent,  coming  up  to  me,  declared  his  inability 
to  maintain  his  position  much  longer,  his  ammunition  being  exhausted 
and  his  arms  rendered  well-nigh  unserviceable  from  the  incessant  firing 
of  his  men,  and  he  begged  of  me  at  once  to  have  his  ammunition 
replenished  and  his  regiment  relieved  until  such  time  as  his  fire-arms 
would  be  so  sufficiently  cooled  as  to  render  them  efficient.  My  aides 
being  at  the  time  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  I did  not 
hesitate  to  go  at  once,  and  as  speedily  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  ride 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  what  seemed  to  me  an  important  relief  for  Colonel 
Nugent  and  his  brave  and  brilliant  regiment.  On  my  way  to  these 

headquarters  I had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  Colonel  , of 

General  McClellan’s  staff,  who  most  kindly  accompanied  me  to  Gen- 
eral Sumner.  The  general  directed  me,  in  case  the  firing  had  com- 
pletely ceased  and  all  was  tranquil  and  assured  in  front,  to  withdraw 
all  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  and  re-establish  them  in  the  position 
tliey  occupied  previous  to  their  advance  upon  the  enemy.  Shortly  after 
9 o’clock  p.  m.  I withdrew  my  brigade,  in  conformity  with  this  order, 
finding  everything  i^erfectly  satisfactory  in  front  of  our  line,  and  our 
officers  and  men,  despite  of  the  fatigue  and  excitement  they  had  under- 
gone, in  high  confidence  and  spirits.  This,  general,  is  all  that  I have 
to  relate  in  connection  with  my  brigade  serving  under  your  command 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  July. 

In  justly  reporting  to  you  the  excellent  conduct  of  the  brigade  which 
I have  the  honor  to  command,  the  eagerness  with  which  it  rushed  to 
the  conflict,  and  the  steadiness  and  fearlessness  with  which  it  bore 
itself  under  the  closing  fire  of  the  enemy  that  day,  I have  to  mention 
with  sincere  and  deep  regret  that  the  brigade  sustained  in  the  death 
and  disabling  of  many  brave  officers  and  men  a loss  which  as  yet  it  is 
not  in  my  power  accurately  to  estimate.  The  list  of  casualties  will  be 
furnished  as  speedily  as  it  is  possible  to  render  it  exact.  In  the  mean 
time  it  is  with  a good  deal  of  pride,  mingled  with  pain,  that  I have  to 
mention  the  wounding  of  Colonel  Burke,  of  the  Sixty-third,  so  seriously 
as  to  incapacitate  liim  and  deprive  his  regiment  and  the  brigade  of  his 
intelligent  and  faithful  services,  whilst  leading  his  men  into  the  battle- 
field. With  a pride  and  pain  no  less  sincere  and  heartfelt  I have  to 
report  that  Capt.  Joseph  O’Honoghue,  of  Company  C,  Eighty-eighth 
Eegiment;  Lieutenant  Eeynolds,  of  Company  A,  Sixty -ninth  Eegi- 
ment,  and  Lieut.  Francis  J.  Hackett,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  are  amongst 
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those  zealous  and  brave  young  officers  who  suffered  most  severely  in  the 
action. 

There  are  many  deaths  amongst  the  men,  of  which  I think  it  my 
duty  to  make  especial  mention  of  that  of  Sergeant  Haggerty,  of  the 
Sixty -ninth,  whose  brother,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerty,  fell  at  the 
head  of  the  Sixty-ninth  'New  York  Militia  at  the  battle  of  Manassas, 
and  whose  noble  example  of  patriotism  and  soldiership  it  was  the  pas- 
sion of  Sergeant  Haggerty  to  emulate. 

In  closing  this  report  I have  to  acknowledge  with  grateful  satisfac- 
tion the  energetic  and  gallant  conduct  of  Oapt.  William  H.  Hogan, 
Lieuts.  John  J.  Gosson  and  Temple  Emmett,  whose  labors  on  the  held 
in  directing  and  sustaining  the  movements  of  the  brigade  were  inces- 
sant and  most  effective. 

Lieut.  James  B.  Turner,  also  of  my  staff’,  having  asked  permission  to 
rejoin  his  company  in  the  Eighty-eighth,  behaved  in  a manner  which 
was  in  admirable  keeping  with  the  brillant  character  of  the  chivalrous 
young  regiment. 

The  bearing  of  Colonel  Nugent,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  was  a guarantee, 
whilst  it  was  an  inspiration  from  the  resolute  and  resistless  bravery  of 
his  regiment.  Maj.  James  Quinlan,  who  commanded  the  Eighty-eighth 
Eegiment,  proved  himself  fully  worthy  of  the  command  which  devolved 
upon  him. 

But  I must  confine  this  enumeration  of  gallant  officers  who  pre-emi- 
nently distinguished  themselves  on  the  occasion  to  those  whose  official 
position  in  the  brigade  renders  it  no  disparagement  to  others  to  have 
them  specially  mentioned. 

THOMAS  EBANCIS  MEAGHEE, 

Brigadier- General. 

General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  d’Armee. 


No.  21. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  French.,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Third 
Brigade.,  of  the  hattle  of  Gaines'^  Mill.,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard^ 
battle  of  Savage  Station^  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and 
battles  of  Gendale  (Frazier's  Farm)  and  Alalvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  ErenciTs  Brig.,  Eichardson^s  Div.,  Sumner^s  Corps, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  at  the 
battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  on  Friday,  June  27,  1862: 

On  Friday  afternoon,  June  27,  at  about  5 ii.  m.,  I received  instruc- 
tions from  First  Lieutenant  Kip,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Sumner’s  Corps,  to  move  rapidly  witli  my  own  brigade  and  that  of 
General  Meagher’s  across  the  Chickahominy  to  the  support  of  Brig. 
Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter,  whose  forces  were  hard  pressed  by  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  In  ’a  few  moments  these  brigades  were  raiiidly  in 
motion,  and  guided  by  Captain  Custer,  of  the  staff  of  Major-General 
McClellan,  they  crossed  the  Chickahominy  on  the  Grapevine  Bridge. 
When  the  head  of  my  column  debouched  into  the  meadow  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  a crowd  of  fugitives,  encumbering  the  road  and  iireventing 
tlie  progress  of  the  ambulances,  were  encountered.  I directed  General 
Meagher  to  deploy  a company  of  his  command  as  skirmishers  to  drive 
them  back,  which  liad  great  effect,  being  vigorously  executed. 
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Eeacliiug  Gaines’  Mill,  the  main  body  of  the  right  army  corps  was 
found  in  full  retreat,  making  it  almost  impossible  for  my  re-enforcements 
to  pass  through  the  masses  of  congregated  troops  of  the  various  arms 
of  the  service  which  had  fallen  back  upon  a confined  space.  I therefore 
ordered  the  heads  of  regiments  to  force  their  way  through  any  intervals 
they  might  find  by  the  force  of  the  bayonet,  which  was  immediately 
done  and  my  command  extricated.  It  was  deidoyed  in  line  of  battle 
and  advanced  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  was  pressing  hard  upon  the  rear 
with  artillery,  cavalry,  and  light  infantry.  When,  my  command  was 
interposed  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  beyond  Gaines’  Mill  I sought 
for  and  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Porter,  and  under  his  instructions 
moved  the  two  brigades  as  far  as  the  crests  of  the  hills  commanding  the 
position,  beyond  which  our  troops  were  now  rapidly  reforming.  These 
were  occupied  during  the  night  by  my  command.  The  regulars  had 
not  lost  their  ground,  but  maintained  it  on  my  right  until  about  9 
o’clock  at  night,  when,  by  direction  of  General  Porter,  they  were 
relieved  by  two  of  my  regiments. 

At  12  o’clock  at  night  General  Porter  returned  from  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  army,  and  directed  me,  in  the  name  of  the  general-in-chief, 
to  hold  my  line  on  the  front  until  all  the  rest  of  our  force  had  crossed 
the  river.  With  great  difiSiculty  I communicated  this  to  the  different 
commanders  of  regiments  and  batteries,  but  in  the  course  of  two  hours 
the  whole  line  was  in  regular  march,  without  the  least  confusion. 
Ascertaining  that  the  object,  upon  which  so  much  stress  had  been  laid 
by  the  general-in-chief,  was  accomplished,  I then  directed  myself  to 
the  withdrawal  of  my  brigade  and  Meagher’s,  which,  far  to  the  front,  lay 
in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy — so  near  that  numbers  of  their  men  and 
officers  were  taken  crossing  our  lines  of  pickets  to  communicate  with 
regiments  which  had  bivouacked  on  our  right  and  left,  separated  by 
the  darkness  of  night.  I had  now,  by  repeated  communications  by 
members  of  my  staff,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  mistake,  so  concerted 
it  that  at  a given  notice  the  entire  command  by  the  right  flanks  of 
regiments  (drawing  in  pickets)  should  simultaneously  move  to  the  rear 
to  Gaines’  Mill.  Here  they  were  put  on  the  road  in  the  order  of  march, 
and  by  4 o’clock  of  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June  the  rear  of  French’s 
and  Meaglier’s  brigades  had  recrossed  the  Ohickahominy. 

Leaving  the  Eighty-eighth  JSTew  York  (Meagher’s),  under  Colonel 
Baker,  to  destroy  the  bridge,  which  had  been  previously  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  and  communicating  with  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Reserve 
Artillery,  a battery  of  artillery  was  posted  to  cover  the  operation,  which 
AA^as  thoroughly  effected.  Before  crossing  the  river  and  about  daylight 
a very  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Fair  Oaks  Station,  to 
Avhich  point  my  column  was  moved  with  celerity,  where  I reported  to 
the  general  commanding  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  anything  in  praise  of  my  command 
engaged  in  this  most  important  duty,  considered  by  all  military 
authority  as  the  highest  and  most  honorable  Avhich  can  be  intrusted  to 
troops  to  lAerform,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  make  comparison  between  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  which  has  gained  universal  applause, 
and  the  unobtrusive  courage  of  the  American  soldier,  who  does  his 
duty  cheerfully,  although  unnoticed.  It  is  sufficient  that  both  brigades 
made  a most  rapid  march;  a most  bold  deployment  in  presence  of  the 
enemy,  effectually  checking  the  career  of  his  victorious  pursuit;  a most 
vigilant  night,  and  having  accomplished  the  object  successfully  retired, 
entirely  deceiving  the  enemy,  who  shelled  the  woods  in  distrust  of 
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their  presence  for  twelve  hours  after  my  command  had  returned  to  its 
camp. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENOH, 

Brigadier- General. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Porter’’ s Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  French’s  Briu.,  Eichardson’s  Div.,  Sumner’s  Corps, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : On  Sunday,  29th  of  June,  my  brigade  moved  with  the  division 
vheu  the  lines  in  front  of  Eichmond  at  Fair  Oaks  Station  were  aban- 
doned, and  retiring  down  the  railroad  about  2 miles,  took  position  of 
defense  on  the  open  field  to  the  left,  called  Orchard  Station.  At  about 
9 a.  m.  the  enemy,  having  discovered  our  retirement  from  the  works 
in  front  of  them,  followed  upon  our  rear  and  established  a battery  on 
our  left,  ut)on  the  road  leading  to  Trent’s  house.  Our  troops  were  now 
shelled  with  great  spirit,  but  our  batteries  answering  with  effect,  pre- 
paration was  made  to  resist  an  attack  of  a heavy  infantry  column,  which 
was  showing  itself  on  our  front  and  right.  Having  advanced  the  Fifty- 
third  Pennsylvania  on  the  right  of  Pettit’s  battery  to  support  it,  and 
observing  a cluster  of  houses  about  300  yards  in  front,  I applied  for 
authority  to  occupy  them,  which  being  obtained,  the  Fifty-third  Penn- 
sylvania was  advanced,  and  in  time  to  sustain  the  attack  of  the  enemy, 
who  was  equally  desirous  to  obtain  so  important  a post.  A vigorous 
combat  ensued,  but  so  judicious  was  the  defense  of  Colonel  Brooke,  that 
whilst  effectually  covering  his  own  troops  he  continued  to  repulse  the 
attemjits  of  the  enemy,  who  were  driven  back  invariably  with  heavy 
loss.  Finding  their  efforts  futile  in  this  direction  the  enemy  moved  off 
by  their  left,  and  during  this  pause  in  the  action  the  occasion  was  taken 
to  rai)idly  withdraw  our  troops  2J  miles  farther  to  the  rear,  at  Savage 
Station.  Here  the  enemy,  bringing  up  more  and  heavier  guns,  shelled 
our  exposed  battalions,  and  his  columns  of  infantry  offered  and  received 
battle  from  that  i)ortion  of  the  army  which  had  not  retired.  My  brigade 
in  this  affair  was  advanced  to  and  held  the  railroad  in  the  rear  and 
right  of  our  line  of  battle. 

DuriDg  the  night  all  of  the  army  corps  had  been  moved  off  and  all 
the  divisions  and  brigades  except  1113^  own,  which  was  left  to  cover  the 
rear  and  to  destroy  the  bridge  across  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  This 
duty  was  successfully  i^erformed,  and  b,y  10  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  next 
day  (Monday)  all  our  train  .was  across  and  the  bridge  cut  up. 

At  about  11  o’clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  having  brought  up  several 
batteries  placed  them  so  as  to  command  the  plains  at  Nelson’s  farm, 
and  for  hours  our  troops  were  snbjeeted  to  one  of  the  severest  and 
most  destructive  cannonades  which  has  occurred  in  the  course  of  this 
campaign.  Our  troops  behaved  with  great  coolness  unUer  it,  one  of 
the  most  trying  to  which  men  can  be  subjected. 

My  brigade  was  in  reserve  in  the  battle  of  the  evening,  and  at  sun- 
down 1 was  directed  to  move  m.y  regiments  to  the  crossing  of  the  White 
Oak  Swamj),  and  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards.  Ayres’  battery  was  placed 
at  my  disposal,  where  b^^  advanced  pickets  and  nn  occasional  discharge 
of  artillery  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  reconstruct  the  destroyed  bridge 
were  greatly  retarded,  although  their  workmen  were  heard  at  intervals 
endeavoring  to  make  the  passage  of  the  creek  practicable. 
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The  whole  army  having  retired,  my  brigade  was  noiselessly  with- 
drawn, and,  following  the  direction  of  its  march,  we  debouched  at  day- 
break upon  the  road  parallel  to  and  upon  the  James  Eiver,  where  in 
the  course  of  the  morning  (Tuesday)  we  occupied  a position  upon  the 
crest  of  the  hill  at  Malvern,  exposed  to  the  cannonading  of  that  day. 
At  sundown  the  brigade  was  directed  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  to 
meet  a body  of  the  enemy  a mile  in  our  front,  when,  night  intervening, 
the  troops  lay  on  their  arms  until,  obeying  the  order  to  retire  in  the 
place  of  its  succession,  my  brigade  in  compact  order  marched  for  this 
camp. 

The  success  which  invariably  attended  the  covering  movements 
assigned  to  my  brigade  must  be  attributed  to  the  habits  of  discipline 
acquired  in  months  of  active  and  arduous  service.  That  no  disaster 
occurred  is  due  to  perfect  obedience  to  orders  and  those  dispositions 
made  to  foil  the  sagacity  of  a most  enterprising  foe. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Lieut.  0.  Stuart  Draper, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Bicliardsonh  Div. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  William  P.  Baily^  Second  Delaware  Infantry^  of  the 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Oah  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eegiment  Delaware  Volunteers, 

Camp  on  James  River,  July  5,  1802, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  general  commanding  brigade 
I moved  from  the  intrenchments  at  Fair  Oaks  at  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  ultimo  and  marched  to  Alienas  farm,  where  I took 
position  in  line;  shortly  after  changed  front,  my  right  wing  in  the 
woods,  the  left  outside.  Then,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I marched 
from  that  iilace  to  Savage  Station,  but  losing  my  horse  and  becoming 
exhausted  after  arriving  at  the  station,  I was  compelled  to  turn  the 
command  over  to  Oapt.  D.  L.  Striker,  and  did  not  resume  it  until  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement  at  Nelson’s  farm. 

What  took  place  during  my  absence  from  duty  Captain  Striker  re- 
ports as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  orders  troni  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bai^  the  command  of  the  regiment 
devolved  upon  me  on  the  afternoon  of  June  29,  at  ^vage  Station.  I was  immedi- 
ately ordered  to  move  the  regiment  300  yards  to  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road, 
where  we  lay  in  line  of  battle  until  6 p.  m.,  at  which  time  I was  ordered  to  advance 
to  the  railroad  and  throw  out  skirmishers.  We  then  fell  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  and  at  10  p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  draw  in  my  skirmishers  and  report  to  General 
French’s  headqifarters,  and  were  moved  to  White  Oak  Swamp  at  daylight  of  the  30th, 
where  we  halted,  and  Lieutenant -Colonel  Baily  took  command. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 the  command  again  devolved  upon  me,  and  I was  ordered 
to  follow  the  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Regiment.  On  our  arrival  at  a high  hill  on  the 
James  River  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  so  remained  until  sun- 
down, at  which  time  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  where  we  remained  until  near 
morning  July  2.  We  then  took  np  our  line  of  march  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  arrived  at  this  place. 

At  Nelson’s  farm  I was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  and 
a few  paces  to  the  rear  of  the  Fifty-third  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
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unteers,  my  right  about  200  yards  from  the  road,  uutil  sundown,  when 
I was  ordered  to  advance  toward  the  bridge  over  White  Oak  Swamp, 
and  occupied  the  ground  between  Nelson’s  house  and  the  road,  throw- 
ing forw^ard  Companies  A and  H to  close  the  interval  between  the  Fifty- 
third  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fifty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  which  position  was  held  until  ordered  to  march  into  the 
road  toward  James  Eiver,  where  we  arrived  shortly  after  daylight. 

Previous  to  the  march  to  Malverton  I was  forced  by  severe  indisiio- 
sitiou  to  again  turn  over  the  command  to  Captain  Striker. 

I have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  regiment  since  it  left 
the  intrenchments  at  Fair  Oaks  : Corpl.  Frederick  Sparr,  Company  F, 
killed  at  Nelson’s  farm;  William  Hepson,  Company  G-,  wounded.  Nel- 
son’s farm;  Jacob  Bowers,  Company  K,  killed  at  Malverton.* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  BAILY, 

Lieut.  Col.j  Second  Regiment  Delaware  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  W.  Plume, 

Aide-de-Canip  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  C.  Pinchney,  Sixty -sixth  New  York  Infantry^  of  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard.,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engageynent  at 
White  Oak  Stvamp  Bridge,  ayid  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-sixth  Eegt.  New  York  Volunteers, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : On  Sunday  morning,  June  29,  the  Sixty-sixth  Eegiment  occu- 
pied the  breastworks  at  Fair  Oaks  to  the  left  of  and  right  of  the  rail- 
road. At  daybreak  we  received  orders  to  abandon  this  position  and 
fall  back  by  the  railroad  track.  We  halted  at  Allen’s  farm,  and  formed 
in  column  closed  in  mass  on  the  left  of  the  road  facing  the  enemy. 
Shortly  after  we  moved  to  the  left  and  formed  line  of  battle  across  the 
wagon  road.  At  about  10  a.  m.  we  changed  position  to  the  rear  in  the 
woods,  so  that  the  line  was  peri)endicular  to  last  position.  The  enemy 
threw  solid  shot  and  shell,  but  failed  to  dislodge  us.  At  12  o’clock  m., 
finding  that  a general  falling  back  of  the  force  was  taking  place,  I made 
a flank  movement  to  the  left,  and  followed  the  Fifty-second  Eegiment 
New  York  Volunteers  thence  to  the  rear,  and  marched  parallel  with 
the  railroad  through  the  woods  until  we  arrived  at  Savage  Station. 
We  formed  line  of  battle  facing  the  railroad,  looking  north.  At  about 
6 o’clock  ]).  m.  I threw  forward  skirmishers  and  advanced  my  line  to 
within  100  yards  of  the  railroad  and  sent  forward  pickets  for  the  night. 

The  night  was  very  dark,  and  a heavy  rain-storm  set  in.  At  9 o’clock 
]).  m.  I received  orders  to  draw  in  my  pickets  and  retire,  which  being 
done,  1 reported  my  command  to  Brigadier- General  French,  who  di- 
rected me  to  retire  by  the  road,  following  the  Sixty-fourth  Eegiment 
New  York  Volunteers.  Continued  marching  until  nearly  break  of  day, 
when  we  arrived  at  the  ford  of  White  Oak  Swamp  Monday  morning, 
June  30,  at  4 o’clock,  and  crossed  and  halted  for  rest  at  Nelson’s  farm. 

At  9 o’clock  we  took  up  position  along  the  road  preparatory  to  a 
march.  At  about  12  o’clock  m.  the  enemy  opened  upon  our  iiosition 
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with  a terrific  fire  of  round  shot,  rifled  shot,  and  shell.  Our  position 
being  parallel  and  near  the  road,  wliich  seemed  to  be  the  point  toward 
which  their  fire  was  directed,  a change  of  front  was  ordered,  so  as  to 
present  a line  of  battle  toward  the  enemy.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  con- 
tinued ‘for  several  hours,  during  which  the  only  casualty  in  my  com- 
mand was  the  wounding  in  the  arm  by  a fragment  of  a shell  of  1 en- 
listed man. 

I now  received  orders  to  change  front  forward  and  occupy  the  woods 
to  our  left,  from  where  we  were  informed  the  enemy  menaced  us.  I 
deployed  my  command  as  skirmishers,  and  occupied  this  position  unin- 
terru])tedly  until  the  arrival  of  General  Burns’  brigade,  which  relieved 
us,  and  I retreated  to  my  former  position  in  the  open  field.  At  7 o’clock 
j).  m.  I advanced  my  line  of  battle  to  the  front  in  support  of  Hazzard’s 
battery,  which  had  occupied  this  point  during  the  day  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  building  a bridge  across  White  Oak  Swamp.  I sent  for- 
ward skirmishers  in  front  and  to  the  left,  at  which  last  point  I drew 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  By  order  of  Brigadier-General  liichardson  I 
moved  my  battalion  forward  and  took  a position  in  and  around  Nelson’s 
house,  with  orders  to  hold  it.  At  9.30  o’clock  p.  m.  retired  as  per  orders 
and  joined  the  column,  marching  all  night,  arrived  at  4.30  a.  m.,  and 
bivouacked  in  a clover  field  behind  Malverton. 

At  9 o’clock  a.  m.  July  1 received  orders  to  march.  Advanced  by  the 
road,  and  ascended  the  hill  at  Malverton  and  formed  line  of  battle  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  while  being  shelled  by  the  enemy’s  guns.  At  6 
p.  m.  we  changed  front  forward  in  support  of  a battery.  At  7.45  p.  m. 
I advanced  the  line  and  rested  in  front  of  woods. 

At  2 o’clock  a.  m.  July  2 I received  orders  to  retire  and  join  column 
eii  route  to  James  Eiver.  At  8 o’clock  a.  m.  we  arrived  near  Harrison’s 
Lauding  and  bivouacked. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  0.  PINCKNEY, 

Colonel  Sixty -sixth  Regiment  Netv  York  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  W.  Plume, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  FrencWs  Brigade. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick^  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Second  Di- 
visio7i,  of  eng  ageinent  at  Beach  Or  chaf'd.,  or  Alienas  Farm.,  aiid  battles  of 
Savage  Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Fann  {Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Mal- 
vern Rill. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Sumner’s  Corps, 
Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  5,  1862. 
Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  sustained  by  this  division  in  the  march  made  and  the  actions 
fought  by  this  army  during  June  29  and  30  and  July  1 and  2: 

The  division  left  its  camp  at  Fair  Oaks  immediately  after  daybreak 
June  29,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  faced  to  the  rear  on  the  left  of 
Eichardson’s  division,  on  Allen’s  farm,  between  Orchard  and  Savage 
Stations,  on  the  Eichmond  and  York  Eiver  Eailroad.  The  enemy 
appeared  and  attacked  about  9 a.  m.,  but  was  successfully  held  in 
check.  At  about  noon,  all  firing  having  been  suspended,  the  com- 
mand crossed  the  railroad  and  fell  back  to  the  high  ground  south  of 
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Savage  Station  and  near  the  Williamsburg  Road.  About  5 p.  m.  the 
enemy  attacked  again  in  stronger  force  and  Avith  more  impetuosity,  but 
was  gallantly  resisted  and  driven  back,  the  engagement  continuing  until 
quite  dark. 

About  11  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed  across  White  Oak  Swamp, 
the  crossing  being  successfully  accomplished  by  about  daybreak.  After 
a brief  rest  the  march  was  continued  to  the  point  known  as  Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale.  About  11  a.  m.  June  30,  the  enemy  having  made 
a strong  attack  with  artillery  upon  Franklin’s  command,  which  had 
remained  to  defend  the  bridge  across  White  Oak  Swamp,  Dana’s  and 
Gorman’s  brigades  (the  latter  under  command  of  Colonel  Sully,  First 
Minnesota)  were  sent,  under  Brigadier-General  Dana,  to  Franklin’s 
support,  moving  a part  of  the  way  at  double-quick. 

About  3 p.  m.  a A^ery  fierce  and  strong  attack  was  made  upon  Mc- 
Call’s division  in  the  first  line,  which  after  a short  resistance  retired, 
thus  bringing  in  direct  contact  with  the  enemy  that  portion  of  my  com- 
mand remaining  Avith  me.  Burns  went  immediately  to  meet  the  enemy, 
and  Dana’s  and  Sully’s  brigades  were  recalled,  again  marching  a part 
of  the  way  at  double-quick.  The  Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  Colonel 
Hiiiks,  was  the  first  to  arrive,  and  scarcely  pausing  to  draw  breath,  gal- 
lantly dashed  at  the  enemy.  The  others  followed  and  went  to  the  front 
as  they  came  up  as  rapidly  as  their  Avearied  condition  rendered  possible. 
Some  temporary  confusion  arose  among  the  regiments  of  Dana’s  brigade 
owing  to  their  failure  to  advance  equally  Avith  each  other,  and  all  these 
regiments  suffered  severely.  The  entire  dnusion  was  now  hotly  en- 
gaged, the  greater  part  of  it  until  night,  and  not  only  did  these  troops 
meet  and  repulse  the  assaults  of  the  enemy,  but  were  forced  to  withstand 
the  demoralizing  influence  of  the  panic  among  those  of  the  first  line, 
Avho  in  many  instances  broke  through  our  ranks  in  their  haste  to  move 
out  of  reach  of  the  enemy’s  fire. 

About  10  p.  m.  the  regiments,  which  were  lying  upon  their  arms  in 
the  positions  occuiiied  at  the  close  of  the  fight,  which  lasted,  as  at 
Sa\mge  Station,  until  some  Mime  after  dark,  were  called  in,  and  jirepa- 
rations  made  to  continue  the  march  to  Malverton,  which  Ave  reached 
about  daybreak. 

At  9 a.  m.  July  1 the  enemy  again  attacked.  My  division  took 
up  a position  under  the  orders  of  General  Sumner,  which  was  changed 
once  or  twice  during  the  day,  and  was  held  in  readiness  to  meet  the 
enemy  should  he  appear  in  our  immediate  front,  or  to  give  any  assistance 
required  on  other  parts  of  the  line.  It  was  exposed  during  a portion 
of  the  morning  to  a lieaA^y  fire  of  artillery,  from  which,  howCA^er,  sur- 
prisingly few  casualties  resulted,  among  them,  unhappily,  the  death  of 
Major  Brown,  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Between  12  and  2 a.  m.  of  the  2d  instant  my  command  was  with- 
drawn from  the  hill,  and  took  up  the  march  down  the  River  road  to  this 
point,  arriving  about  10  a.  m. 

We  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  several  valuable  officers.  Colonel 
Iliiiks,  Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  fell,  dangerously  wounded,  during 
the  action  at  Glendale  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment.  Major 
lIoAv,  of  the  same  regiment,  fell  at  the  same  time.  Colonel  Charles, 
Forty-second  New  York,  also  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment. 

I cannot  refrain  from  speaking  Avith  pride  and  satisfaction  of  the 
great  resolution,  cheerfulness,  and  good  conduct  of  the  men  during  the 
entire  march.  All  were  ready  at  all  times,  in  spite  of  the  severe  and 
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almost  unparalleled  fatigues  they  were  compelled  to  undergo,  to  meet 
the  enemy  at  a moment’s  notice.  I would  especiallj"  call  the  attention 
of  the  general  commanding  the  corps  to  the  gallantry  of  Brigadier- 
General  Burns  in  the  severe  engagements  both  of  Savage  Station  and 
of  Olendale,  in  the  former  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  in 
both  of  which  he  exhibited  great  daring  and  excellent  judgment  in  the 
disposition  of  his  troops. 

The  conduct  of  Brigadier- General  Dana  and  of  Colonel  Sully,  though 
they  were  less  conspicuously  engaged,  was  in  every  way  what  was  to  be 
expected  from  their  well-established  reputation.  I would  also  especially 
commend  the  firm  and  steady  behavior  of  the  Seventy-first  Pennsylva- 
nia, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  which  covered  the  movement  from 
Fair  Oaks  to  Allen’s  farm,  repelling  several  attacks  made  by  superior 
numbers  most  handsomely.  Kirby’s  battery  was  of  great  service  in  the 
engagement  at  Glendale,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  officers  and  men 
fully  sustained  their  well-earned  reputation.  Captain  Tompkins’  Ehode 
Island  battery  was  also  engaged  upon  the  same  occasion,  and  was  worked 
with  great  spirit. 

I refrain  from  multiplying  mention  of  good  conduct,  but  refer  for 
additional  details  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders 
which  I herewith  submit.  My  personal  staff,  Capt.  William  D.  Sedgwick, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieut.  Church  Howe,  aide-de-camp,  as  well  as 
Col.  C.  H.  Tompkins,  chief  of  artillery,  were  untiring  in  their  exertions, 
and  rendered  me,  as  usual,  constant  and  most  valuable  assistance.  Maj. 
E.  F.  Halsted,  volunteer  aide,  also  behaved  most  handsomely,  and  ren- 
dered me  important  services.  To  Capt.  E.  K.  Batchelder,  assistant 
quartermaster,  for  his  skill  and  indefatigable  energy  in  the  difficult  un- 
dertaking of  moving  our  transportation,  the  service  is  under  great 
obligations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEDGWICK, 

Brigadier-General  Volunteers^  Commanding  Division. 

Lieut.  L.  Kip, 

Acting  Assistant  A djiitant- General^  Sumnefs  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  25. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  H.  TompMns^  Chief  of  Artillery.,  of  engagement  at 
Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson^ s 
Farm  {Fraziefs  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Artillery,  Sedgwick’s  Division, 

July  6,  18C2. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  batteries  of  this  division  left  camp  at  Fair  Oaks  on  the  29th 
ultimo  at  daybreak  and  marched  with  the  division  to  Allen’s  Farm,  or 
Peach  Orchard.  There  Kirby’s  battery  was  placed  in  battery  on  the 
north  side  of  the  railroad  and  Tompkins’  battery  on  the  right  of  the 
Kineteenth  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  They  had  scarcely 
taken  their  positions  when  the  enem^-  opened  with  a sharp  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry.  I ordered  both  batteries  to  commence  firing,  Tomp- 
kins to  endeavor  to  reach  their  battery  with  his  Parrott  guns  and  to 
shell  the  woods  with  his  howitzers  j Kirby  to  shell  the  woods.  After 
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firing  briskly  for  a few  minutes  I found  that  many  of  the  Borman n fuses 
were  imperfect  and  would  burn  short,  thus  endangering  the  lives  of 
our  own  troops.  I therefore  ordered  Kirby’s  battery  and  Tompkins’ 
section  of  howitzers  to  cease  firing,  still  continuing  firing  with  the  two 
sections  of  Parrott  guns. 

About  9 o’clock  a.  m.  General  Sumner  ordered  one  section  of  Tomp- 
kins’ Parrott  guns  to  be  placed  on  the  railroad  on  the  left  of  Kirby’s 
battery  and  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whb  could  be  distinctly  seen 
crossing  the  railroad  about  2,000  yards  above  where  the  battery  was 
placed.  This  was  immediately  done,  and  a brisk  fire  opened  with  shell 
and  case-shot. 

About  10  o’clock  a.  m.  the  remaining  two  sections  of  Tomi)kins’  bat- 
tery were  by  order  of  General  Sumner  moved  to  the  right  and  front  of 
the  position  previously  occupied,  and  relieved  Hazzard’s  battery,  of 
Eichardson’s  division,  they  having  expended  their  ammunition.  Shortly 
after  they  had  commenced  firing  from  this  position  Pettit’s  battery 
arrived  and  took  position  upon  their  left.  Both  batteries  kept  up  a 
continuous  fire  until  the  enemy  withdrew. 

About  1 o’clock  p.  m.  the  division  was  ordered  to  fall  back  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Savage  Station.  Kirby’s  battery  and  one  section  of  Tomp- 
kins’  marched  down  upon  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  and  the  other 
two  sections  of  Tomx)kins’  battery  on  the  north  side.  Upon  arriving  at 
Savage  Station  I received  orders  to  order  Lieutenant  Kirby  and  Cap- 
tain Tomi)kins  to  report  to  General  Smith,  with  their  batteries.  This 
was  done,  and  as  they  did  not  come  under  my  command  again  till  the 
following  morning  I would  respectfully  refer  you  for  the  particulars  of 
tbe  part  taken  by  them  in  this  action  to  their  reports,  herewith  inclosed. 
Being  thus  left  without  a command.  General  Sedgwick  was  kind  enough 
to  accept  my  services  as  an  aide  in  the  engagenient  of  that  afternoon. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  Kelson’s  farm,  or  Glendale,  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  both  batteries  reported  back  to  the 
division,  having  been  ordered  to  do  so  by  General  Smith.  In  the  ac- 
tion of  that  afternoon  Kirby’s  battery  was  placed  upon  a knoll  on  the 
left  of  tbe  division  and  west  of  the  road;  Tompkins’  battery  on  a knoll 
on  the  west  of  the  road  and  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  division.  His 
caissons  were  placed  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  the  fences  being 
leveled  between  them  and  the  guns. 

Shortly  after  the  action  commenced  large  bodies  of  infantry  and  some 
artillery  of  McCall’s  division  broke  through  the  woods  in  our  front,  re- 
treating within  our  lines  in  the  utmost  confusion  and  disorder.  They 
were  closely  followed  by  the  enemy,  who  advanced  some  200  yards 
from  the  woods,  where  they  were  checked  and  soon  driven  back  by  a 
terrific  fire  from  Tompkins’  and  Kirby’s  batteries  and  Burns’  brigade. 

From  this  time  till  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and 
the  action  ceased,  both  batteries  kept  up  an  almost  continuous  fire, 
doing,  I have  every  reason  to  believe,  excellent  execution. 

Captain  Tompkins  and  Lieutenant  Kirby  are  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  batteries. 

At  11  o’clock  p.  m.  both  batteries  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Malverton,  Avbeie  they  arrived  and  went  into  i)ark  the  following  morn- 
ing. During  this  march  a wheel  came  off  of  one  of  Tompkins’  caissons 
and  the  axle  tree  was  broken,  rendering  it  necessary  to  abandon  it.  All 
tbe  ammunition  was  removed,  and  such  means  taken  to  destroy  the 
caisson  as  to  render  it  worthless.  Neither  battery  was  engaged  in  the 
action  of  July  1.  The  i)osition  of  both,  however,  had  to  be  changed 
several  times  during  the  day  to  escape  the  effect  of  the  fire  from  the 
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enemy’s  batteries.  At  4 o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  2d  instant  both  batteries 
left  Malverton  and  marched  direct  to  this  place,  arriving  here  about  8 
o’clock  a.  m. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows:  Kirby’s  battery,  9 men  wounded,  2 of 
whom  are ’missing,  and  3 men  missing  j total  wounded  and  missing,  12  j 
3 horses  shot.  Tomi)kins’  battery,  4 men  wounded,  one  of  whom  is 
missing 5 5 horses  shot. 

I cannot  close  this  repott  without  calling  to  your  attention  the  untir- 
ing energy  displayed  by  Captain  Tompkins  and  Lieutenant  Kirby  and 
the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  their  com- 
mands throughout  the  arduous  marches  and  severe  actions  since  leaving 
Fair  Oaks.  I would  also  speak  in  terms  of  highest  commendation  of 
officers  and  men  of  these  two  batteries,  and  would  especially  indorse 
the  remarks  of  battery  commanders  in  commendation  of  those  mentioned 
in  their  reports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  TOMPKINS, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Artillery,  SedgicicWs  Division. 

Capt.  William  D.  Sedgwick, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  A.  Tompkins,  Battery  A,  First  Rhode  Island  Light 
Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard.,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles 
of  Savage  Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelsoids  Farm  (FraziePs  Farm),  and 
Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqks.  Company  A,  First  Ehode  Island  Light  Arty., 
Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 
Colonel  : Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  a report  of  the 
operations  of  my  battery  in  the  actions  of  the  29th  and  30th  ultimo 
and  1st  instant : 

I left  camp  near  Fair  Oaks  at  3 a.  m.  June  29,  and  marched  with  the 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Sully,  First  Minnesota,  to  Allen’s 
farm,  where  I wm,s  ordered  to  place  the  batterj^  upon  the  right  of  the 
Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  At  8 a.  m.  I opened  with  case- 
shot  from  tlie  Parrott  guns  upon  the  enemy  in  the  wood.  At  9 a.  m. 
a section  of  Parrott  guns  was  sent  to  take  position  upon  the  western 
side  of  the  railroad  to  shell  the  enemy  while  crossing  the  railroad 
above.  The  remainder  of  the  battery  was  moved  to  the  right,  and  re- 
lieved Captain  Hazzard’s  battery,  and  opened  a brisk  fire  of  case-shot 
upon  the  enemy,  who  were  in  front,  covered  by  the  woods.  At  12  m. 
the  batteiy  marched  to  Savage  Station. 

At  4 p.  111.  I was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Smith,  and  inarched 
with  Brooks’  brigade  toward  the  White  Oak  Bridge.  At  5 p.  m.  orders 
were  received  to  return  to  Savage  Station,  and  the  guns  were  pushed 
rapidly  forward,  the  caissons  being  left  to  follow  the  division,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Mason.  At  6 p.  m.  the  rifled  guns  were  jilaced 
in  jiosition  uiion  tlie  left  of  Hancock’s  brigade,  facing  the  railroad,  and 
the  howitzers  upon  the  right  of  the  brigade,  near  Kirby’s  battery.  At 
9 p.  m.  I withdrew  the  battery,  and  marched  with  the  advance  regiment 
of  Smith’s  division;  crossed  the  White  Oak  Bridge  at  12,  and  was 
placed  in  ijosition  to  command  the  bridge.  ! 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  30th  ultimo  I was  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  1; 
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report  without  delay  to  General  Sedgwick  at  Nelson’s  farm.  At  3 
p.  m.  the  battery  was  placed  in  x>osition  upon  the  western  side  of  the 
road.  At  5 I opened  fire  ux^on  the  enemy  with  shell  and  case-shot,  and 
continued  firing  until  8 x).  m.,  when  the  enemy  retreated. 

At  11  x^-  111-  I ordered  to  move  my  battery  to  the  road  and  join 
the  division  on  its  march  to  Malverton,  where  I parked  my  battery  at 
3 a.  m.  July  1. 

At  9 a.  m.  July  1 was  ordered  to  move  to  the  front,  and  formed  in 
line  in  rear  of  Comx)any  I,  First  Artillery.  I was  obliged  to  change 
the  xiosition  of  my  battery  several  times  during  the  day  to  protect  my 
men  and  horses  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  At  12.30  a.  m.  the  2d  instant  I 
received  orders  to  hold  my  battery  in  readiness  to  march,  and  at  4 a.  m. 
marched  for  this  place,  where  I went  into  park,  as  directed  by  you. 

I have  to  report  wounded  in  the  action  of  Nelson’s  farm  Sergt.  John 
H.  Hammond — musket-ball  in  arm  and  hip ; Private  William  H.  Slo- 
cum, slightly — musket-ball  in  thigh,  and  Simon  M.  Sidelinger,  slightly 
— musket- ball  in  thigh,  and  3 horses  shot.  At  Allen’s  farm  1 horse 
broke  away  from  the  holder  and  could  not  be  caught.  At  Malverton 
Private  James  Cooper  was  shot  in  the  leg  through  the  carelessness  of 
a private  of  the  Twenty-niiith  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Also  1 horse 
shot  at  the  same  time. 

1 was  obliged  to  abandon  a caisson  body  ux^on  the  march  from  Nel- 
son’s farm  to  Malverton,  owing  to  the  wheel  coming  off  and  the  axle 
breaking.  The  ammunition  was  all  removed.  All  my  wounded  have 
been  sent  on  board  the  transports  with  the  exception  of  Sidelinger, 
who  is  missing.  Amount  of  ammunition  expended,  750  rounds.  One- 
of  my  wagons  was  upset  on  the  White  Oak  Swamx:>  Bridge,  and  owing 
to  the  carelessness  of  the  infantry  guard  detailed  to  protect  the  prop- 
erty my  comx:>any  desk  was  broken  ox^en,  and  my  papers,  invoices,  maps, 
&c.,  destroyed,  and  my  quartermaster  stores  and  clothing  stolen.  I in- 
close as  full  a list  as  xiossible  of  the  articles  lost  or  expended  in  action 
or  during  the  march. 

The  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men  during  the  hard  and  tedious 
marches  and  actions  of  the  past  week  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the 
greatest  praise  and  to  warrant  the  belief  that  they  will  at  any  or  all 
times  respond  willingly  to  any  call  that  the  general  may  make  upon 
them.  They  all  acted  with  great  coolness  and  all  seemed  desirous  of 
doing  everything  in  their  x^ower  for  the  furtherance  of  the  service. 

I would  call  to  your  favorable  attention  Lieuts.  John  G.  Hazard,  Jef- 
frey Hazard,  and  0.  F.  Mason,  who  by  their  untiring  energy  greatly 
aided  me  in  the  execution  of  all  orders  I received. 

1 have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  A.  TOMPKINS, 

Capt.,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery^  Comdg.  Company  A. 

Col.  0.  H.  Tompkins,  Comdg.  Artillery j Sedgivields  Division. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Edmund  Kirhy,  Battery  J,  First  JJ.  S.  Artillery ^ of  en- 
gagement at  Fcaeh  Orehard^  or  Alienas  Farm.,  and  battles  of  Savage  Sta- 
tion, Glendale,  or  Nelson'’s  Faimi  (FrazieFs  Farin),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

(JoLONEL:  In  accordance  with  instructions,  received  at  daylight  on 
the  29th  of  June,  18G2,  I retired  with  Light  Company  I,  First  U.  S. 
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Artillery,  from  Fair  Oaks  to  Allen’s  farm,  when  I was  ordered  into 
position  near  the  railroad.  We  remained  here  about  four  hours  and 
were  nuder  a heavy  fire  of  artillery.  As  my  battery  was  in  an  ex- 
posed position,  I advanced  nearly  100  yards  to  obtain  the  cover  of  a 
slight  hill.  I fired  from  this  position  a few  rounds  of  shell  and  shot, 
when  orders  were  received  to  retire  to  Savage  Station,  where  I was  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  who  placed  me  in  position  on  the 
right,  where  I was  under  a continual  fire,  but  did  not  open  with  my 
battery.  During  the  evening  I received  orders  to  retire  to  White  Oak 
Swamp,  which  place  we  reached  before  daylight,  and  remained  a few 
hours,  when  I was  ordered  to  march  to  NTelson’s  Farm  and  toward 
night  was  placed  in  position  on  a bluff  in  rear  of  our  troops. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  this  point  heav^^  firing  commenced  upon  my 
left  and  front.  I changed  front  to  cover  the  ground  more  effectively. 
As  some  of  our  troops  were  retreating  in  confusion  I opened  with  solid 
shot  and  shell  and  kept  up  a rapid  fire  upon  the  advancing  enemy. 
They  did  not  approach  nearer  than  500  yards  to  my  position,  but  kept 
up  a terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  upon  us  from  their  position 
in  the  woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  I succeeded  in  exploding  a 
caisson  of  the  enemy.  The  fight  continued  until  dark,  and  about  10  p. 
m.  I received  orders  to  retire  to  Malverton,  which  place  I reached  about 
daylight.  At  this  point  I was  under  fire  most  all  day,  but  took  no 
active  part  in  the  battle. 

I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  officer  to 
the  conduct  of  Oorpl.  Michael  Hart,  who  was  sent  with  an  order  and 
was  wounded  while  conveying  it.  He  returned  with  the  answer  before 
visiting  the  hospital. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  he  commanded  a section  of  the 
battery  at  the  battle  of  Ball’s  Bluff  with  great  credit  to  himself.  Also 
Peter  Carlin — a citizen,  employed  to  drive  ambulance — who  gave  his 
ambulance  to  a soldier  who  was  unable  to  work  but  was  able  to  drive, 
and  came  forward  to  act  as  a cannoneer  when  there  Avas  scarcely 
enough  men  to  work  the  guns.  Also  Edward  Perkins  and  James 
Mooney,  members  of  Company  E,  First  California  Begiment,  who  came 
forward  during  the  fight  at  Kelson’s  farm,  and  rendered  efficient  service 
after  several  cannoneers  had  been  disabled. 

At  present  I have  scarcely  a gun-carriage  fit  for  service.  Most  of 
the  trails  are  almost  worthless,  the  wheels  are  fast  falling  to  pieces, 
and  the  different  parts  are  fast  giving  way.  These  carriages  were  made 
by  Wood  & Brothers,  contractors,  Kew  York. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  KIEBY, 

First  Lmitenant,  Commanding  Company  I,  First  Artillery . 

Col.  C.  H.  Tompkins,  Chief  of  Artillery^  Sedgivields  Division. 


Ko.  28. 

Report  of  Col.  Alfred  Sully,  First  Minnesota  Infantry,  eommanding  First 
Brigade,  of  engagement  at  Beach  Orchard,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  en- 
gagement at  White  Oah  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  [Frazier’’ s 
Farm)  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquaetees  Goeman’s  Beigade, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Layiding,  July  6,  1862. 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
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taken  by  the  brigade  I command  in  the  marcli  from  Fair  Oaks  to  this 
camp : 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  General  Gorman,  the  commanding  officer,  I 
was  placed  in  command.  Early  Sunday,  29th  ultimo,  we  left  our  in- 
trenchments  and  fell  back  to  Alien’s  farm,  on  the  railroad.  The  Fif- 
teenth Massachusetts  the  evening  before  were  ordered  to  Savage  Station 
as  a guard,  and  were  employed  in  destroying  Government  stores  there. 
The  enemy  ojmning  on  us  at  Allen’s  farm,  the  brigade  was  drawn 
up  in  line  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  as  a support,  and  though  exposed 
to  a heavy  artillery  fire,  were  not  engaged.  The  enemy  being  repulsed, 
we  were  ordered  to  move  promptly  to  Savage  Station,  and  took  our 
position  there  on  a hill. 

About  4 p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery.  The  First 
Minnesota  Ivegiment  was  ordered  to  follow  General  Burns’  brigade, 
which  was  advancing  across  the  field  to  the  woods  occupied  by  the 
enemy.  They  here  did  good  service  in  protecting  Burns’  left  flank 
and  firmly  held  their  ground  against  great  odds.  Their  loss  here  was 
very  heavy.  The  enemy  still  pressing  Burns  heavily  the  Eighty-second 
New  York  and  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  were  ordered  to  his  assistance 
and  the  relief  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers. 
These  regiments  moved  up  handsomely  in  line  of  battle,  and  taking 
their  position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  under  a heavy  fire,  held  their 
ground.  The  Thirty -fourth  New  York  Voluuteers  was  kept  on  the  hill 
ill  reserve,  as  there  was  some  danger  of  our  extreme  left. 

About  9 p.  m.  the  regiments  were  withdrawn,  and  we  took  up  our 
line  of  march  through  the  White  Oak  Swamp;  continued  the  inarch 
during  the  night  and  next  day  until  w^e  reached  Nelson’s  farm.  At 
tlie  time  some  skirmishing  was  going  on  in  front  by  troops  of  other 
divisions.  Heavy  artillery  firing  taking  place  in  our  rear,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  back  to  support  Eichardson’s  division.  Being  very  unwell 
I lemained  behind,  sending  my  staff*  with  orders  to  send  for  me  in  case 
we  got  engaged. 

Soon  after  this  the  battle  opened  on  the  field  where  I was,  the  enemy 
driving  large  bodies  of  our  troops  (McCall’s  division,  I believe),  who 
ran  to  the  rear  panic-stricken.  I did  all  I could  to  rally  them,  but 
without  success.  General  Sumner  told  me  he  had  sent  for  my  brigade, 
and  wished  me  to  lead  it  into  action,  keeping  the  First  Minnesota  as  a 
reserve.  The  brigade  soon  after  arrived,  very  much  exhausted,  having 
marched  most  of  the  way  at  double-quick.  It  was  soon  formed  and 
marched  to  the  front,  the  First  Minnesota  being  placed  in  advance  of 
our  batteries.  I rode  to  the  right  of  our  line  and  found  that  General 
Burns  had  ordered  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  and  Thirty-fourth  New 
York  into  the  woods,  to  support  some  regiments  hotly  pressed  by  the 
enemy.  The  Eighty-second  New  York  Was  placed  in  position  on  their 
right. 

Finding  that  the  right  of  the  line  was  verj"  much  exposed,  owing  to 
the  fact  til  at  some  regiments  before  stationed  there  had  fallen  back 
and  the  eneni}^  were  collecting  a large  force  in  our  front,  I sent  back 
word  to  General  Sumner  and  then  went  myself,  in  hopes  of  bringing 
up  the  First  Minnesota  Eegiment,  but  I found  that  General  Dana  had 
ordered  it  into  the  thickest  of  tlie  fight,  to  sustain  some  regiments  of  his 
brigade.  This,  I understand,  they  did  most  gallantly.  The  Fifteenth 
iMassacliusetts  were  ordered  farther  to  tlie  left  bj'  General  Burns,  to 
siqiport  part  of  his  brigade.  During  the  rest  of  the  day  they  held  the 
ground  they  were  ordered  to.  The  Thirty-fourth  and  Eighty-second 
New  York  also  maintained  their  jiosition  on  the  right  till  12  at  night, 
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when  all  the  regiments  were  withdrawn  and  we  again  took  np  our  line 
of  march.  By  sunrise  we  reached  Malvern  Hill,  and  the  rest  of  the 
army,  almost  entirely  broken  down  by  fatigue,  but  not  to  rest.  We 
were  soon  again  under  arms,  and  marching  to  the  right  formed  line  of 
battle,  to  support  some  batteries  and  be  ready  for  an  attack.  After 
waiting  there  some  time,  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  artillery,  we  moved 
by  the  right  flank  and  joined  Smith’s  left,  where  we  remained  in  posi- 
tion until  night,  when  we  were  again  ordered  to  march,  reaching  this 
place  about  noon  July  2. 

Where  so  many  behaved  well  it  is  hard  to  mention  names.  Colonel 
Suiter,  Thirty-fourth  New  York ; Colonel  Hudson,  Eighty-second  New 
York;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller,  First  Minnesota;  Lieutenant- Colon  el 
Kimball,  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  commanded  their  regiments  with 
great  coolness  and  bravery.  Colonel  Suiter,  Thirty-fourth  New  York, 
recommends  his  adjutant,  Lieut.  George  W.  Thompson,  for  his  effi- 
ciency. I cheerfully  concur  in  this  recommendation.  My  thanks  are 
due  to  my  staff,  Captain  Hebard,  Lieutenants  Eaquet  and  Gorman,  and 
Mr.  E.  L.  Sproat,  volunteer  aide,  acting  on  the  staff,  for  the  services  ren- 
dered me  in  time  of  action.  I beg  leave  to  state  to  the  general  com- 
manding that  I can  say  with  pride  that  in  all  these  fights  not  a regiment 
of  the  First  Brigade  yielded  one  inch  of  ground  to  the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 

Colonel  First  Minnesota^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  William  D.  Sedgwick, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  29. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Kimball^  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
of  the  action  at  Garnetfs  Farm,  battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at 
White  Dale  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Bill. 

Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Vols., 
Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  July  5,  1862. 
[Sir:]  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday,  June  27,  1862,  at 
2 o’clock  1).  m.,  I was  ordered  to  move  my  regiment  as  rajiidly  as  possi- 
ble from  camp  near  Fair  Oaks,  and  take  a position  on  the  right  of  the 
Eighty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  this  being  the  extreme  right  of 
Gorman’s  brigade.  Eemained  in  this  position  until  about  5 o’clock  p. 
m.,  when  I was  ordered  to  report  immediately  to  General  Burns,  which 
I did,  taking  a position  on  the  left  of  his  brigade,  in  support  of  the 
Seventh  New  York  Volunteers.  We  remained  in  this  position  about 
half  an  hour,  during  which  time  a very  hot  skirmish  was  going  on 
directly  in  front,  in  which  the  front  lines  and  artillery  only  were  en- 
gaged. 

Was  then  ordered  to  report  immediately  to  General  Smith  on  the 
right  of  the  line,  which  I did,  moving  my  regiment  a part  of  the  way  at 
double-quick.  Eeporting  to  General  Smith  at  8 o’clock,  was  ordered  at 
once  to  enter  a rifle  pit  to  the  left  of  the  front,  thereby  relieving  the 
Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who  were  ordered  to  the  front,  where  a 
most  terrific  engagement  was  going  on. 

Was  then  ordered  to  leave  the  i)it  and  advance  in  line  of  battle  to 
the  front,  in  order  to  relieve  the  troops  whose  ammunition  had  been  ex- 
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pended.  When  but  a few  rods  in  advance  of  the  pit  the  order  was 
countermanded,  the  report  having  been  received  that  the  enemy  had 
been  repulsed  and  driven  from  his  position  in  much  confusion.  After 
receiving  the  thanks  of  General  Smith  I returned  to  camp  by  his  order, 
reporting  to  General  Sumner.  Although  not  actually  engaged  with 
the  enemy  in  any  part  of  the  day’s  fight,  I cannot  but  think  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  timely  arrival  of  my  regijuent  on  the  right,  thereby  per- 
mitting re-enforcements  to  go  to  the  front  at  this  critical  time,  that  the 
tide  of  battle  was  turned  and  the  success  made  complete  to  our  arms. 
My  loss  was  2 wounded,  which  will  be  shown  in  the  recapitulation  of 
casualties. 

At  G o’clock  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  the  28th  ultimo,  was  ordered  to  have 
everything  packed  and  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  At 
8.30  o’clock  p.  m.  I reported  in  person  to  General  Sedgwick  for  orders 
by  order  of  Lieut.  Church  Howe.  Was  ordered  by  General  Sedgwick 
to  proceed  immediately  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Savage  Station 
and  report  there  to  General  Marcy,  chief  of  staff.  I left  camp  precisely 
at  9 o’clock,  and  proceeding  by  way  of  the  railroad,  reported  to  General 
Marcy  at  10.30  o’clock.  By  his  orders  bivouacked  my  regiment  near 
station  until  morning,  there  to  await  further  orders.  By  orders  of  Gen- 
eral Williams  my  regiment  was  ordered  at  9 o’clock  a.  m.  to  report 
immediately  at  the  station,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  ammunition 
and  stores  collected  there.  Such  was  the  quantity  and  weight  of  ma- 
terial to  be  destroyed,  that  the  utmost  exertions  of  my  entire  force  were 
required  to  accomplish  the  desired  end  before  the  arrival  of  the  division 
to  the  general  of  which  1 was  ordered  to  report.  At  4.30  o’clock  p.  m. 
was  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the  hill  as  reserve,  the  enemy 
having  appeared  in  front  and  opened  on  us  with  artillery.  The  engage- 
ment becoming  general,  was  ordered  by  General  Sumner  to  advance  to 
the  front  at  double-quick. 

With  cheers  the  men  advanced,  and  with  an  unbroken  line  soon 
reached  the  woods,  there  to  relieve  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  then  somewhat  disordered,  and  occupy  a i^osition 
to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Eighty-second  ISTew  York  Volunteers  and 
to  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  This  position 
I was  ordered  to  hold,  throwing  out  my  i)ickets  300  yards  to  the  front. 
About  9 o’clock  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  withdraw  quietly,  leaving  my 
pickets,  and  report  to  Colonel  Sully,  commanding  brigade,  near  my 
original  position.  When  advancing  to  the  front  the  men,  by  order  of 
General  Sumner,  threw  knapsacks  and  blankets  off,  and  were  not  al- 
lowed to  recover  them  on  tlieir  return,  by  order  of  Colonel  Sully.  In 
this  engagement  my  loss  was  3 wounded,  which  will  be  shown  in  the 
recapitulation  of  casualties. 

On  Monday,  30th  ultimo,  at 2.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  was  ordered  to  form 
my  regiment  in  the  open  field  in  front  of  headquarters  at  Nelson’s  Parm, 
heavy  firing  of  artillery  having  opened  on  the  right.  After  remaining 
about  half  an  hour  in  this  position  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  right 
and  report  to  General  Dana.  After  i)roceeding  half  a mile  in  this  direc- 
tion was  ordered  to  form  my  regiment  in  the  field  near  the  road.  At 
this  time  Colonel  Suiter  took  command  of  the  brigade.  At  about  4 
o’clock  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  General  Eichardson’s  line  of 
battle,  forming  a right  angle  Vvuth  his  line,  in  order  to  protect  his  left 
fiank.  At  about  5 o’clock  j).  in.  was  ordered  to  return  to  my  original 
])ositi()n,  a severe  engagement  having  opened  at  that  jioint.  On  the  road 
I rec(‘ived  orders  direct  from  General  Sedgwick,  through  Lieut.  Church 
Howe,  to  use  the  utmost  siieed  in  reaching  the  field,  as  more  troops 
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were  greatly  needed  at  this  critical  moment.  Almost  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  heat,  my  men,  unable  to  move  rapidly,  still  came  in  in  good 
order,  and  forming  in  the  field  advanced,  by  order  of  General  Sumner, 
to  the  front. 

After  advancing  some  300  yards  was  ordered  by  General  Burns  to 
move  by  the  right  flank  to  the  rear  and  support  of  Colonel  Baxter. 
The  firing  becoming  very  heavy  on  the  extreme  left,  was  ordered  by 
General  Burns  to  proceed  to  the  left  of  the  First  Minnesota  Yolunteers 
and  then  move  forward  to  that  point  where  the  fire  was  the  hottest. 
On  reaching  the  front  I relieved  the  Sixty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Yolun- 
teers, whose  ammunition  had  become  exhausted.  Before  my  arrival  the 
fire  had  slackened  and  soon  ceasing  altogether  was  not  renewed  at  that 
point.  I remained  in  this  position  until  12  o’clock,  when  being  ordered 
to  withdraw  quietly,  did  so,  taking  in  my  pickets.  The  loss  to  my 
regiment  during  this  engagement  was  6 wounded,  which  will  be  shown 
in  the  recapitulation  of  casualties. 

On  Thursday,  July  1,  at  11  o’clock,  the  enemy  having  appeared  in 
force,  I was  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the  hill  at  Malverton 
as  a reserve  to  the  First  Minnesota  and  Eighty-second  F'ew  York  Yol- 
unteers. When  in  this  position  received  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s 
artillery,  and  was  soon  ordered  out  of  range  and  under  cover  of  the 
woods.  Kemained  in  this  position  until  1 o’clock  a.  m.  July  2,  and  was 
then  ordered  to  withdraw  quietly,  taking  in  my  pickets. 

Of  the  conduct  of  my  command  during  the  five  days  of  labor  and 
fatigue  I have  but  to  say  that  they  all,  officers  and  men,  evinced  a dis- 
position to  perform  the  arduous  duties  assigned  them  to  the  utmost  of 
their  ability  and  strength,  and  although  not  at  any  time  under  severe 
fire,  advanced  when  ordered  upon  points  of  apparent  danger  with  that 
same  si)irit  and  determination  which  they  have  ever  shown  in  former 
engagements. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

[JOHN  W.  KIMBALL, 

Lieut.  Col.  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry.] 

Captain  Hebard,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


m.  30. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Burns.,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  8ec- 
ond  Brigade,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and 
battles  of  Savage  Station,  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Fann  (Frazier’’ s Farm), 
and  Malvern  Hill. 


Headquarters  Burns’  Brigade, 
Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  July  5,  1862. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  I was  directed  to  draw  my  brigade  from  the 
breastworks  to  join  the  division,  and  march  to  Orchard  Station,  which 
was  done  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  under  favor  of  a fog.  On  reaching 
Orchard  Station  the  corps  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  to  the 
rear.  Soon  after  I received  an  order  to  send  a regiment  back  to  reoc- 
cupy our  former  lines  as  advanced  pickets.  I sent  the  Seventy-first 
Pennsylvania  Yolunteers  (California),  Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Jones.  When 
Colonel  Jones’  pickets  reached  the  wood  where  the  battle  ended  on  the 
31st  of  May  he  captured  2 prisoners,  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  pickets. 
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He  soon  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  in  my  old  camp,  who  commenced 
to  advance  on  him.  At  the  same  time  a force  came  down  the  railroad 
in  front  of  the  regiment,  advanced  on  his  left,  and  forced  this  regiment 
back.  Colonel  Jones  fell  back  to  a favorable  position  at  the  left  of  the 
wood  behind  Allen’s  house,  and  received  the  enemy  in  gallant  style. 
The  force  of  the  enemy,  however,  beginning  to  multiply,  the  Califor- 
nians retired  fighting  through  the  woods  to  the  edge  of  the  field,  hi 
front  of  the  line  of  battle  formed  by  Sumner’s  corps.  Here  it  halted  on 
the  second  advanced  line,  composed  of  the  Sixty-third  New  York, 
Colonel  Burke,  on  the  right ; Twentieth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Lee, 
on  the  left,  and  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire,  which  had  previously  been 
the  left  of  the  advanced  line. 

The  enemy  were  here  checked,  but  anticipating  a renewal  of  attack. 
General  Sedgwick  directed  me  to  take  command  of  this  line.  The  Sev-’ 
enty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  its  gallant  young  lieutenant- 
colonel,  won  high  encomiums  from  the  corjis  commander,  who  knows 
what  hard  fighting  means. 

About  12  o’clock  we  received  orders  to  fall  back  upon  Savage's, 
passing  through  the  lines  of  General  Heintzelman,  when  lying  at  Sav- 
age’s, expecting  an  attack  in  the  direction  of  Bottom’s  Bridge.  About 
4.30  o’clock  the  enemy  appeared  in  the  corner  of  the  field  to  our  left 
rear,  having  evidently  followed  us,  and,  avoiding  Heintzelman’s  work, 
passed  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  General  Sumner  ordered  me  to  take 
two  regiments  and  move  promi^tly  back  across  the  field  about  half  a 
mile,  and  hold  the  woods  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the  rail- 
road. Before  I reached  the  position  a scout  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  were  in  large  force  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  Seeing  that  both 
of  my  flanks  would  be  exposed,  I sent  to  General  Sumner  for  another 
regiment.  Fortunately  the  enemy  did  not  attack  until  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Miller,  First  Minnesota  Eegiment,  reported,  and  I had  time  to 
throw  it  to  the  left,  across  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the  left  flank 
retired.  I found  I still  had  not  sufficient  length  of  line  to  cover  the 
ground,  and  was  obliged  to  move  Colonel  Baxter  to  the  right  and  throw 
back  his  right  flank  to  cover  the  railroad,  leaving  a gap  in  the  center 
of  my  line. 

These  dispositions  were  in  progress  when  the  enemy  attacked  most 
furiously  with  infantry,  he  having  been  playing  with  artillery  upon 
me  during  the  whole  movement  across  the  field,  which  Avas  answered 
by  General  Sumner’s  batteries.  The  battle  raged  along  the  whole  line, 
but  concentrated  gradually  toward  my  two  weak  points,  the  center 
and  the  Williamsburg  road.  1 urged  more  regiments,  which  were 
promptly  sent  me.  Before  these  arrived,  however,  the  enemy  made  a 
rush  on  the  center,  wounded  me  and  killed  the  captain  of  the  left  com- 
pany of  Baxter’s  (Captain  McGonigle),  forced  through  to  the  fence, 
and  flaunted  their  flag  across  the  rails,  broke  the  line  for  a moment, 
but  the  brave  men  rallied  and  drove  them  back. 

Tlie  fight  then  moved  toward  the  Williamsburg  road,  when  most  op- 

])ortunely  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Colonel , came  across  the 

lield  double-cpiick  and  cheering.  I threw  them  into  the  gap  on  the  road, 
Avlien  the  enemy  opened  artillery  and  infantry  upon  them,  but  they 
newer  faltered — not  only  went  up  to  my  line  but  beyond  it,  and  drove 
secesh  before  them.  Tlie  Eight3^-second  NeAv  York,  Colonel  Hudson, 
then  came  over  the  field,  and  I advanced  it  to  the  gap  of  the  center. 
It  too  advanced  beyond  the  original  line.  The  Fifteenth  Massachusetts 
coming  u]),  I relieved  Colonel  Morehead  with  it,  and  Colonel  Baxter 
with  tlie  Twentieth  Massacliusetts,  Colonel  Lee.  The  First  California 
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and  Seventh  Michigan  coining  up,  I held  them  in  reserve,  looking  to 
the  flanks.  Colonel  Owen,  of  the  Sixty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  led  to  the  left  of  the  Minnesota  by  my  aide,  and  still  farther  to  the 
left  General  Brooks’  brigade  was  thrown  by  General- Sumner,  on  learn- 
ing the  enemy  was  moving  in  large  force  in  that  direction.  The  fight 
closed,  however,  with  the  fire  of  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Eighty- 
second  New  York,  and  Fifteenth  Massachusetts.  Prisoners  reported 
four  brigades  of  the  enemy.  Generals  Cobb  and  Kershaw  came  down 
the  Nine-mile  road,  General  Toombs  and  another  down  tlie  Williams- 
burg road. 

My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  cannot  well  be  had,  as  regiments  of 
different  brigades  will  make  their  reports  to  their  own  brigade  com- 
manders. Our  men  showed  their  superiority,  and  the  victory  can 
‘fairly  be  claimed  by  us.  He  was  the  attacking  party,  and  was  not 
only  checked,  but  repulsed  and  driven  from  the  ground. 

The  battle  ceased  at  7 o’clock.  About  11  o’clock  I received  orders 
from  General  Sumner  to  withdraw  my  brigade  and  march  to  White 
Oak  Bridge.  On  Monday,  about  8 o’clock,  we  were  again  put  in  march 
for  Malverton.  When  arriving  at  Glendale  we  were  halted  to  allow 
the  train  to  pass  us.  About  11  o’clock  the  enemy  attacked  the  troops 
of  General  Franklin  at  the  bridge.  General  Sumner  sent  two  of  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick’s  brigades  back  to  his  support,  leaving  but  mine  at  Glen- 
dale. About  3.30  o’clock  an  attack  was  made  on  General  McCall’s 
division  in  front  of  Nelson’s  house.  Soon  his  left  gave  way  and  broke 
toward  us  in  confusion.  General  Sumner  made  the  disposition  of  my 
brigade,  placing  Colonel  Baxter  on  the  right.  Colonel  Owen  in  center, 
and  Colonel  Morehead  left,  the  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania,  Colonel 
Jones,  in  rear  of  Kirby’s  battery,  in  support.  At  the  request  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  General  Sumner  forwarded  Colonel  Owen  to  the  right  of 
Hooker’s  first  line  and  sent  Colonel  Morehead  in  reserve  of  General 
Hooker’s  right.  I was  then  directed  to  lead  Baxter  to  the  wood  on  the 
right  of  the  field,  through  which  McCall’s  left  retreated,  as  the  enemy 
seemed  to  be  moving  that  way  to  rid  themselves  of  the  terrible  fire  of 
Kirby’s  battery,  which  swept  this  field.  Soon  after  General  Dana’s 
brigade  came  back  from  the  bridge  and  went  forward,  filling  the  space 
between  Colonel  Owen’s  right  and  Colonel  Baxter’s  left. 

Another  heavy  attack  broke  McCall’s  center  and  sent  the  fugitives 
shamefully  through  our  ranks.  Our  line  was  advanced,  and  Colonel 
Owen,  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  unsupported,  pursued 
the  victorious  rebels  back  over  the  ground  through  which  they  were 
passing  and  crowned  the  crest  of  the  hill  where  McCall  had  lost  his 
artillery.  Gallant  Sixty -ninth!  The  line  followed  this  noble  example, 
and  McCall’s  position  was  held  and  the  enemy  discomfited.  By  direc- 
tion of  General  Sedgwick  I placed  the  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  in  support  of  the  first  line, 
in  connection  with  Baxter’s  Seventy-second,  Colonel  Hudson’s  Eighty- 
second  New  York,  Colonel  Suiter’s  Thirty-fourth  New  York.  While 
perfecting  this  line  another  attack  was  made  on  the  left  center,  and  I 
found  that  the  Seventh  Michigan  and  Forty-second  New  York  had 
broken  from  the  front  line,  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing  through  the 
gap.  I threw  the  Sevent:y^rst  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Jones,  and  Nine- 
teenth Massachusetts,  Colonel  Hinks,  into  the  breach,  and  nobly  did 
they  redeem  the  faults  of  their  comrades.  These  two  noble  regiments 
met  the  enemy  face  to  face,  and  for  nearly  one  hour  poured  into  them 
such  tremendous  volleys  that  no  further  attack  was  had  at  that  vital 
point. 
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On  going  to  the  right  I received  a message  from  General  McCall  that 
he  was  wounded  and  hard  pressed  on  his  right.  By  authority  of  Gen- 
eral Sumner  I immediately  forwarded  the  Thirty-fourth  New  York, 
Colonel  Suiter,  to  the  left  of  General  Berry,  at  his  request,  and  advanced 
our  right,  then  in  reserve,  to  relieve  McCall,  but  before  reaching  him 
three  staff  officers  came  back,  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
been  taken  in  flank  on  the  right  and  was  in  a fair  way  of  being  caj)- 
tured.  I halted  our  line,  as  it  was  growing  late  and  I was  fearful  of 
firing  upon  friends  coming  from  the  right  flank.  Again  Sedgwick’s 
division  was  victorious.  About  11  o’clock  orders  were  given  to  fall 
back  on  Malverton,  which  was  quietly  done. 

At  Malverton  my  brigade  was  exposed  to  a heavy  enfilading  fife  of 
shells,  in  which  2 were  killed.  I refer  to  the  reports  of  regimental 
commanders  for  individual  good  conduct.  Colonel  Baxter,  Colonel 
Owen,  Colonel  Morehead,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones  fulfilled  my 
utmost  expectations.  I repeat  my  assertion  at  Fair  Oaks — I am  satis- 
fied with  the  conduct  of  my  brigade.  None  will  gainsay  it. 

My  staff*  (Captain  Hicks,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Lieutenant 
Blakeny,  Avounded,  and  Lieutenant  Griffiths)  were  indefatigable.  Sur- 
geon Lidell  made  an  army  fame. 

My  brigade  lost  Captain  McGonigle  and  99  privates  killed;  Captain 
IMallery,  Lieutenant  Kenny,  Captain  Johnson,  Seventy-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers;  Lieutenant  She  well,  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania, 
and  148  privates  wounded.* 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

WM.  W.  BUENS, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Capt.  William  D.  Sedgwick, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Afapoleon  J.  T.  JDana^  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  battle 
of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oah  Stvamp  Bridge,  and  battles 
of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  2d  Corps  d’Armee, 

July  5,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  brigade  under  my  command  and  of  other  regiments  at  diff'erent 
times  assigned  to  my  command: 

My  brigade  occupied  the  intrenchments  in  the  advanced  position  at 
Fair  Oaks  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps.  About  11  o’clock  at  night 
of  the  28th  instant  I received  an  order  from  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding corps  to  have  all  tents  struck,  knapsacks  packed,  and  regi- 
ments ready  to  march  at  a moment’s  warning.  About  dawn  of  day 
29th  1 received  an  order  to  repitch  the  tents,  and  about  half  an  hour 
afterward  I received  an  order  to  march  immediately  to  Allen’s  Farm, 
on  the  railroad  next  below  Orchard  Station.  I then  reported  my  brigade 
to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  division,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
on  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  lower  side  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  same 

^But  see  revised  statement,  p.  25. 
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time  sent  a regiment  (the  Twentieth  Massachusetts)  to  hold  the  line  of 
woods  about  600  yards  to  the  front  on  the  other  side  of  the  farm.  My 
brigade  occupied  this  position  about  four  hours,  during  which  time 
they  were  exposed  to  a sharp  artillery  fire. 

About  11  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  29th  instant  I received  an  order  from 
the  brigadier-general  commanding  corps  to  hasten  my  command  by 
regiments  with  all  possible  dispatch  down  the  railroad  to  Savage  Sta- 
tion. Here  I formed  my  brigade  in  obedience  to  orders  on  the  left  oi 
Eichardson’s  division,  fronting  the  north,  and  detached  the  Forty-second 
New  York  Volunteers  about  1,000  yards  in  the  woods  to  the  front,  to 
observe  the  enemy  and  resist  his  approach.  This  regiment,  as  well  as 
the  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  lost  several  men  by  the  enemy’s  shells, 
and  the  whole  line  was  exposed  to  the  sharp  fire  of  artillery. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I discovered  a long  line  of  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  emerging  from  the  woods  far  off  on  our  left  into 
the  open  field,  a portion  of  which  we  occupied.  I could  not  conceal 
my  surprise  and  astonishment  at  this,  as  I had  supposed  that  portion 
of  the  woods  was  occupied  by  a i)ortion  of  another  corps  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Batteries  were  promptly  placed  in  position  by  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  corps,  and  a line  of  battle  formed  on 
that  flank  by  a portion  of  the  corps  which  was  rapidly  advanced  into 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  I was  ordered  to  support  the  right  by  two 
of  my  regiments,  the  Seventh  Michigan  and  the  Twentieth  Massachu- 
setts. The  enemy  were  found  in  these  woods  in  great  force,  and  the 
battle  raged  here  with  great  violence  until  after  dark,  at  which  time  the 
enemy  were  repulsed. 

I was  just  leading  my  remaining  regiment  (the  Nineteenth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers)  to  the  support  of  my  two  regiments  on  the  right, 
when  at  about  9 p.  m.  I received  an  order  to  recommence  the  retreat, 
and  immediately  recalled  my  four  regiments.  The  brigade  marched 
about  10  p.  m.  across  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  crossed  the  bridge  at  the 
swamp  at  about  dawn  of  day  of  the  30th  instant,  slept  on  their  arms 
about  two  hours,  and  then  resumed  the  retreat,  halting  at  Nelson’s 
farm. 

About  noon  of  this  day  a very  heavy  artillery  fire  was  heard  on  our 
right  at  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  General  Franklin  was  posted 
with  three  divisions  to  hold  the  place.  Soon  after  this  an  artillery  fire 
commenced  in  our  front.  About  2 p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  go  with  my 
brigade  and  with  the  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Suiter,  to  re-enforce 
General  Franklin.  Assuming  command  of  these  two  brigades,  I directed 
Colonel  Lee,  the  senior  otficer,  to  assume  command  of  my  own  brigade. 

On  arriving  at  White  Oak  Swamp  I was  ordered  to  place  one  of  my 
brigades  on  the  left  of  French’s  brigade  and  hold  the  other  in  reserve. 
After  remaining  in  this  position  about  two  hours  a very  heavy  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry  was  heard  in  the  position  we  had  left  two  hours 
ago.  Messengers  came  to  me  almost  every  moment  from  General  Sum- 
ner to  hurry  up  my  command  by  regiments  in  double-quick  time  and 
to  make  all  possible  haste.  Very  many  men  broke  down  on  the  road, 
and  those  who  arrived  at  Nelson’s  farm,  although  in  excellent  spirits, 
showed  the  marks  of  great  fatigue.  The  regiments  were  formed  and 
marched  into  the  woods  as  rapidly  as  they  arrived.  The  first  three  which 
arrived  were  under  command  of  Colonel  Lee.  The  last  one  which  ar- 
rived was  the  First  Minnesota,  which  I formed  myself  and  marched  for- 
Avard  to  the  woods.  The  first  line,  under  Colonel  Lee,  advanced  beyond 
support  and  was  subjected  to  a tremendous  fire.  One  of  the  regiments 
broke,  but  was  afterward  rallied,  which  compelled  the  Twentieth  Massa- 
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cliusetts,  which  had  advanced  farther  than  any,  to  fall  hack,  which  they 
did  in  order. 

Soon  after  dark  orders  were  given  to  withdraw  the  regiments  and 
continue  the  retreat.  The  retreat  was  continued  all  night,  and  at  dawn 
of  day  of  the  1st  instant  we  arrived  at  Malverton,  where  my  brigade 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  rear  of  Kichardsorf  s division. 
The  enemy  soon  after  commenced  an  attack,  and  we  were  exposed  to 
a galling  fire  of  artillery,  but  about  9 o’clock  we  moved  to  the  right  to 
occupy  a road  in  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  Smith’s  division.  Soon 
after  this  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  sent 
to  report  to  me,  which  connected  my  line  with  Smith’s  division.  About 
11  o’clock  at  night  I received  an  order  to  again  withdraw  my  regiments 
and  continue  the  retreat,  and  arrived  here  about  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
noon. 

I regret  to  report  that  some  of  the  most  valuable  officers  of  my  com- 
mand are  lost  to  the  service  for  the  present.  The  gallant  old  veteran 
Colonel  Lee,  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  the  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  has  been  entirely  disabled  by  an  artillery  horse 
falling  on  him  at  the  battle  of  Kelson’s  farm.  Colonel  Hinks,  Mne- 
teenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  next  in  rank,  a most  gallant  and  com- 
petent officer,  severely  wounded  at  Kelson’s  farm,  has  been  sent  to  the 
rear.  Colonel  Charles,  Forty-second  Kew  York  Volunteers,  was  left 
wounded  (supposed  mortally)  at  a hospital  at  Kelson’s  farm.  Major 
How,  Kineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
and  brave  officers  in  the  service,  was  killed  at  Kelson’s  farm.  I my- 
self am  now  confined  to  my  bed  quite  ill  for  the  first  time  during  my 
service,  and  have  been  unable  myself  to  write  this  report.  If  it  is  un- 
satisfactory I hope  these  losses  and  my  own  condition  will  be  sufficient 
excuse. 

I desire  to  make  particular  mention  of  the  officers  of  my  staff  (Capt. 
W.  B.  Leach,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Lieut.  Col.  L.  Peirson, 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Lieut.  E.  P.  Bishop,  Kineteenth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Surg.  A.  K.  Dougherty  and  Capt.  W.  Gr. 
Le  Due,  assistant  quartermaster),  whose  labors  were  incessant  and  un- 
remitting during  these  four  days  of  trial. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

K.  J.  T.  DAKA, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  William  D.  Sedgwick, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Seeond  Division,  Second  Corjgs  WArmee. 


Ko.  32. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  JJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Third  Corps,  of  the  engagement  at  Gale  Grove,  or  Kingh  School-House, 
battle  of  Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Gale  Swamp  Bridge,  and 
battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  James  River,  Ya.,  July  18,  1862. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  this  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  corps  on  the  25th  of  June,  when  our  pickets  were  pushed  for- 
ward from  beyond  our  intrenchments  near  the  Seven  Pines,  on  the 
Kichmond  road. 
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A few  days  after  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  our  pickets  were  withdrawn 
from  the  position  they  occupied  after  the  battle.  This  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficult  character  of  the  swamp  and  the  thick  under- 
growth. Our  pickets  being  so  near,  necessitated  keeping  the  troops 
more  on  the  alert  than  would  have  been  necessary  had  they  been  out 
the  usual  distance,  thus  depriving  them  of  necessary  rest.  All  our 
efforts  to  extend  our  pickets  were  opposed  by  the  rebels  in  the  most 
determined  manner,  occasioniug  a daily  loss  on  both  sides. 

The  evening  of  the  24th  I received  orders  from  the  commanding 
general  to  put  my  whole  corps  under  arms  and  extend  my  i:>icket  line 
to  the  requisite  distance,  that  General  Sumner’s  left  would  advance  at 
the  same  time,  and  a demonstration  with  artillery  would  be  made  still 
farther  to  the  right.  The  necessary  orders  were  given  that  night. 

At  8 o’clock  a.  m.,  the  hour  fixed  upon,  1 went  to  the  front.  The 
troops  were  soon  in  position,  and  the  advance  commenced.  General 
Hooker  has  so  fully  explained  the  i)osition  of  his  division  it  is  not 
necessary  to  repeat  it  here.  Information  was  sent  to  General  Rich- 
ardson on  the  right  and  to  General  Kearn^^  on  the  left  of  our  advance 
to  enable  them  to  push  forward  their  pickets  at  the  same  time.  The 
enemy  from  the  beginning  oi:>posed  the  advance  of  General  Sickles’ 
brigade  on  both  sides  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  enemy  were, 
however,  steadily  driven  back  some  GOO  yards  on  our  right  half  a mile 
in  front  of  General  Grover’s  brigade  and  near  a mile  on  the  front  of 
General  Kearny’s  division. 

A t this  time  General  Hooker’s  division  was  opposed  by  three  to  one, 
and  the  enemy  held  the  woods  so  pertinaciously  that  no  further  prog- 
ress could  be  made  without  re-enforcements.  This  I telegraphed  to 
general  headquarters,  and  ordered  up  General  Birney’s  brigade  as  a 
support.  Just  as  this  brigade  reported  to  General  Hooker  he  received 
a telegram  from  General  Marcy,  intended  for  me,  directing  him  to  fall 
back.  The  order  was  given,  but  the  enemy  was  contented  to  hold  the 
ground  on  which  they  were. 

As  the  commanding  general  was  coming  to  judge  for  himself  about 
pressing  farther,  1 directed  the  troops  to  halt  and  hold  what  we  had 
gained.  At  about  1 o’clock  i).  m.  tlie  general  arrived.  After  learning 
the  x)osition  of  affairs  he  directed  the  attack  to  be  renewed.  Ordering 
u])  General  Palmer’s  brigade.  General  Couch’s  division,  of  General 
Keyes’  corjis,  as  a support,  should  it  be  needed,  I sent  Captain  He  Russy 
forward  with  a section  of  a battery  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  This  was 
handsomely  done,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  into  the  open  field  and 
to  the  woods  beyond.  In  the  edge  of  the  woods  were  several  rebel 
camps,  which  were  shelled.  Our  troops  were  now  in  the  i^osition  we 
wished  to  hold  from  right  to  left.  Measures  were  taken  to  establish  a 
picket  line  and  withdraw  the  troops  to  their  former  lines. 

Whilst  this  was  being  done  (at  5 o’clock  p.  m)  the  commanding 
general  received  a telegram  requiring  his  presence  on  our  extreme  right 
and  left  immediately.  Everything  remained  quiet  for  half  an  hour, 
when  the  rebels  made  a sudden  attack  on  the  right  of  General  Kearny’s 
line  on  General  Robinson’s  front.  The  attack  was  so  vigorous  that  a 
portion  of  the  line  gave  way.  I had  ])reviously  ordered  uj)  General 
Birney’s  brigade  to  relieve  General  Grover’s,  as  the  latter  had  already 
finished  their  tour  in  the  advance. 

This  brigade  being  at  hand  I immediately  directed  it  to  the  relief  of 

General  Robinson.  One  regiment,  the , enabled  him  to  repulse  the 

enemy  and  again  occupy  our  advanced  line.  By  9 o’clock  p.  m.  all 
was  quiet,  and  I returned  to  my  headquarters.  All  the  brigades  of 
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General  Hooker  being  worn-out  by  continued  service  in  throwing  up 
works  and  constant  watchfulness,  the  commanding  general  allowed  me 
to  retain  General  Palmer’s  brigade  to  cover  our  front  on  the  Williams- 
burg road. 

- During  the  night  there  were  several  stampedes,  but  I observed  that 
most  of  the  firing  came  from  our  troops.  There  were  also  indications 
that  the  enemy  were  collecting  and  moving  troops  and  artillery.  This 
was  supposed  to  indicate  a purpose  on  their  part  to  attack  us  in  the 
morning.  I thought  it  rather  a preparation  on  their  part  to  meet  an 
advance  from  us,  as  a very  small  advance  farther  in  this  direction  would 
turn  their  works  at  Old  Tavern.  To  be  prepared  for  any  contingency  I 
was  on  the  ground  at  daylight;  An  hour  after  there  was  heavy  firing 
again,  but  almost  entirely  from  our  side.  Last  evening  it  was  reported 
to  me  by  the  signal  officers  that  the  enemy  were  moving  and  placing 
artillery  in  position.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted  sufficiently  it  was  observed 
that  the  rebel  troops  and  camps  had  been  withdrawn  out  of  sight  back 
into  the  woods,  beyond  the  range  of  our  artillery.  Only  their  pickets 
were  to  be  seen.  The  sounds  taken  for  the  moving  of  artillery  the 
evening  before  being  the  wagons  employed  in  removing  the  rebel 
camps,  we  were  now  left  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  ground  we 
had  gained  the  day  before. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  again  calling  attention  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  judgment  displayed  by  General  Hooker.  All  the 
arrangements  of  his  division  were  made  by  him  and  under  his  special 
superintendence.  Than  him  there  is  not  a braver  man  in  this  army  or 
one  more  worthy  of  promotion.  I also  would  call  attention  to  General 
Eobinson.  The  attack  on  his  line  was  one  of  the  severest  of  the  day, 
and  he  handsomely  sustained  himself.  The  Twentieth  Indiana,  of  his 
brigade,  distinguished  itself  and  bore  the  brunt  of  the  attack,  well  sup- 
ported by  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Hays.  I also  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  special  mention  made  in  General  Hooker’s  report 
of  Brigadier-Generals  Sickles  and  Grover  and  the  commanders  of  regi- 
ments. 

General  Kearny,  with  the  officers  and  men  of  his  division,  conducted 
themselves  with  their  usual  gallantry.  It  is  impossible  to  mention  all 
who  are  deserving,  but  I inclose  the  rejiorts  I have  received. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  were  with  me,  and  active  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 

This  was  apparently  only  an  affair  of  pickets,  but  there  were  engaged 
on  our  side  both  the  divisions  of  my  corps,  a brigade  of  General  Couch’s 
division.  General  Keyes’  corps,  and  a portion  of  General  Eichardson’s 
division,  General  Sumner’s  corps.  The  ground  was  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult, and  every  inch  of  it  was  most  gallantly  contested  by  a large  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  our  heavy  loss  shows  with  what  energy.  It  put  us 
in  a position  that  with  fresh  troops  the  next  day  I had  no  doubt  we 
could  have  turned  the  enemy’s  position  at  Old  Tavern.  The  men  of 
my  corps  were  worn-out  by  continued  wat(jhfulness  for  near  a month, 
and  an  encampment,  with  bad  water,  in  an  unwholesome  swamp,  on  the 
old  battle-field,  with  the  half-buried  dead  men  and  horses  poisoning  the 
air.  They  had  already  accomplished  all  that  could  be  expected  from 
men. 
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I annex  a table  of  the  loss  in  my  corps.*  I have  no  reports  of  the 
loss  in  General  Palmer’s  brigade. 

Eespectfullv  submitted. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Harrison^s  Bar. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Gamp  near  Harrison^s  Bar,  Ya.,  July  21,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  a report  of  the  operations  of 
my  corps  after  the  action  of  the  25th  of  J une,  and  to  include  the  battle 
of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  of  June  I received  orders  to  withdraw  the 
troops  of  my  cori)S  from  the  advanced  position  they  had  taken  on  the 
25th  of  June,  and  to  occupy  the  intrenched  lines  about  a mile  in  rear. 
A map  was  sent  me  showing  the  positions  General  Sumner’s  and  Gen- 
eral Franklin’s  corps  would  occupy.  About  sunrise  the  next  day  our 
troops  slowly  fell  back  to  the  new  position,  cautiously  followed  by  the 
enemy,  taking  possession  of  our  camps  as  soon  as  we  left  them.  From 
some  misapprehension  General  Sumner  held  a more  advanced  position 
than  was  indicated  on  the  map  furnished  me,  thus  leaving  a space  of 
about  three-fourths  of  a mile  between  the  right  of  his  corps  and  Gen- 
eral Smith’s  division  of  General  Franklin’s  corps. 

The  night  of  the  27th  of  June  I was  sent  for  to  general  headquarters, 
and  was  there  informed  of  the  determination  to  change  our  base  of 
operations  to  James  Eiver.  I returned  to  my  headquarters  at  SaVage 
Station,  where  1 remained  on  the  28th  and  the  29th,  urging  the  artil- 
lery add  wagons  across  the  railroad.  I had  another  crossing  i) repared 
a short  distance  below,  which  much  facilitated  the  operation.  By  10.30 
a.  m.  the  second  day  all  had  passed. 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  29th  the  enemy  commenced  an  attack  on  General 
Sumner’s  troops,  a few  shells  falling  within  my  lines.  Late  in  the  fore- 
noon reports  reached  me  that  the  rebels  were  in  possession  of  Dr. 
Trent’s  house,  only  IJ  miles  from  Savage  Station.  1 sent  several  cav- 
alry reconnaissances,  and  finally  was  satisfied  of  the  fact.  General 
Franklin  came  to  my  headquarters,  when  I learned  of  the  interval 
between  his  left  and  General  Sumner’s  right,  in  which  space  Dr.  Trent’s 
house  is  5 also  that  the  rebels  had  repaired  one  of  the  bridges  across  the 
Chickahominy  and  were  advancing. 

About  2 p.  m.  General  Smith’s  division  commenced  to  appear  in  the 
large  field  to  the  north  of  Savage’s,  and  in  a few  minutes  he  and  Gen- 
eral Franklin  rode  up.  I learned  from  them  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing  in  force,  and  of  the  necessity  for  General  Sumner  to  fall 
back  to  connect  with  General  Smith’s  left.  I rode  forward  to  see 
General  Sumner,  and  met  his  troops  falling  back  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  through  my  lines.  General  Sumner  informed  me  that  he  intended 
to  make  a stand  at  Savage  Station,  and  for  me  to  join  him  to  determine 
upon  the  position.  This  movement  of  General  Sumner’s  uncovering 
my  right  flank,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  at  once  withdraw  my 
troops.  I directed  General  Kearny,  who  was  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
to  fall  back  so  soon  as  General  Sumner’s  troops  were  out  of  the  way, 
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and  to  be  followed  by  General  Hooker.  I rode  back  to  find  General 
Sumner.  After  some  delay,  from  the  mass  of  troops  in  the  field,  I 
found  him,  and  learned  that  the  course  of  action  had  been  determined 
on ; so  I returned  to  my  command  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  cars,  ammunition,  and  provisions  still  re- 
maining on  the  ground.  Lieutenant  Norton,  of  my  stafi*,  with  some 
cavalry,  set  fire  to  them. 

The  whole  open  space  near  Savage’s  was  crowded  with  troops — more 
than  I supposed  could  be  brought  in  action  judiciously.  An  aide  from 
the  coK^manding  general  had  in  the  morning  reported  to  me  to  point  out 
a road^cross  the  White  Oak  Swamp  starting  from  the  left  of  General 
Kearny’s  position  and  leading  by  Brackett’s  Ford.  General  Kearny , 
having  also  reconnoitered  it,  sent  a portion  of  his  division  and  his  artil- 
lery by  this  road.  Feeling  it  to  be  impossible  for  all  the  troops  to  retire 
by  the  roads  leading  by  Savage  Station,  I ordered  the  whole  of  my  corps 
to  take  this  road,  with  the  exception  of  Osborn’s  and  Bramhall’s  bat- 
teries. These,  at  General  Smith’s  request,  I directed  to  report  to  him, 
as  all  his  batteries  had  already  retired.  1 beg  to  refer  to  Captain 
Osborn’s  report  for  the  particulars  of  the  gallant  service  rendered  by 
those  batteries  that  afternoon. 

The  road  from  General  Kearny’s  left  across  White  Oak  Swamp  soon 
forked,  one  going  by  Jourdan’s  Ford,  another  by  Fisher’s,  and  a third 
by  Brackett’s,  the  latter  alone  practicable  for  artillery.  The  first  was 
occupied  by  a force  of  the  .enemy.  After  he  was  repulsed  General 
Berry’s  brigade  crossed  by  Fisher’s  Ford  and  the  rest  of  the  troops  by 
Brackett’s.  The  advance  of  the  column  reached  the  Charles  City  road 
at  6.30  p.  m.  and  the  rear  at  10  ir.  m.  without  accident.  We  found 
General  Sykes’  troops  holding  the  point  at  which  the  road  terminated. 
General  Berry’s  brigade  entered  the  Charles  City  road  some  distance 
in  advance. 

I repaired  to  general  headquarters  and  reported,  where  I remained 
until  the  next  morning,  when  I received  instructions  where  to  post  my 
division. 

In  the  morning  June  30  I sent  and  destroyed  the  bridge  at  Brackett’s 
Ford,  and  gave  orders  to  fell  trees  across  that  road,  as  well  as  to  ob- 
struct the  Charles  City  road  in  the  same  manner. 

After  the  commanding  general  passed  on  his  way  to  James  Eiver  he 
sent  back  an  aide  to  inform  me  that  General  Sedgwick’s  division  was 
close  in  rear  of  my  corps,  with  instructions  to  furnish  me  with  re-en- 
forcements, if  needed. 

The  left  of  General  Slocum’s  division  was  to  extend  to  the  Charles 
City  road,  at  a point  a short  distance  in  front  of  the  debouche  of  the 
Brackett’s  Ford  road  ; General  Kearny’s  right  to  connect  with  General 
Slocum’s  left,  and  to  extend  across  to  the  Long  Bridge  road,  which 
branches  some  2 miles  in  g;dvance  into  the  Central  and  New  Market 
roads.  Beyond  this  was  to  be  General  Hooker’s  division.  The  object 
was  to  cover  the  Quaker  road,  upon  which  our  wagons  and  artillery 
were  crossing  to  James  Kiver. 

General  Kearny’s  division  took  up  a strong  position  very  favorable 
for  an  advance  upon  Kichmond,  but  much  too  far  forward  for  the  object 
we  had  in  view.  After'  much  difficulty  I got  this  division  into  its  proper 
position.  In  the  mean  time  General  McCall’s  division  took  i)ost  to  the 
left  of  the  Long  Bridge  road,  in  communication  with  General  Kearny’s 
left.  General  Hooker  was  then  forced  to  move  still  farther  to  the  left 
and  connect  with  the  left  of  General  McCall.  ’ This  is  the  reason  why 
General  Hooker’s  division  was  not  in  its  proper  position.  These  delays 
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brought  it  to  the  afternoon  before  General  Kearny’s  division  was  in 
position. 

At  Ip.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  a heavy  artillery  fire  to  the  right, 
I afterward  learned,  at  the  White  Oak  Swamj)  Bridge.  There  was 
also  an  attempt  made  to  cross  at  Brackett’s  Ford,  but  it  was  repulsed 
by  the  troops  I sent  to  destroy  the  bridge  and  obstruct  the  road. 

At  2 p.  m.  General  Berry  reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  force 
on  the  Charles  City  road.  At  3.30  p.  m.  the  attack  was  made  down 
the  road  on  General  Slocum’s  left.  His  artillery  kept  the  enemy  in 
check.  / 

About  5 p.  m. — perhaps  a little  earlier — General  McCall’s  division  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  large  force,  evidently  the  principal  attack. 
In  less  than  an  hour  General  McCall’s  division  gave  way.  General 
Hooker,  being  on  his  left,  by  moving  to  the  right  repulsed  the  rebels  in 
the  handsomest  manner  and  with  great  slaughter.  General  Sumner, 
who  was  with  General  Sedgwick  in  McCall’s  rear,  also  greatly  aided, 
with  his  artillery  and  infantry,  in  driving  back  the  enemy.  They 
now  renewed  their  attack  with  vigor  on  General  Kearny’s  left,  and 
were  again  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  attack  continued  until 
some  time  after  night.  This  attack  commenced  at  4 p.  m.,  and  was 
pushed  by  heavy  masses  with  the  utmost  determination  and  vigor. 
Captain  Thompson’s  battery,  directed  with  great  skill,  firing  double 
charges,  swept  them  back.  The  whole  open  space,  200  paces  wide,  was 
filled  with  the  enemy.  Each  repulse  brought  fresh  troops.  The  third 
attack  was  only  repulsed  by  the  rapid  volleys  and  determined  charge 
of  the  Sixty -third  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Hays,  and  half  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Kew  York  Volunteers. 

When  General  McCall’s  division  gave  way,  as  I felt  satisfied  that 
the  attack  on  the  Charles  City  road  was  not  the  serious  one,  I rode  over 
to  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  house  at  Kelson’s  farm  where  General 
Sumner  had  his  headquarters,  to  see  for  myself  the  situation  of  aftairs, 
having  previously  ordered  over  Captain  He  Bussy’s  battery  to  aid  in 
checking  the  enemy.  General  McCall’s  troops  soon  began  to  emerge 
from  the  woods  into  the  open  field.  Several  batteries  were  in  position 
and  commenced  firing  into  the  woods  over  the  heads  of  the  fugitives  in 
front.  I placed  Captain  He  Pussy’s  battery  on  the  right  of  General 
Sumner’s  artillery,  with  orders  to  shell  the  woods.  General  Burns’ 
brigade  was  then  advancing  to  meet  the  enemy  and  soon  drove  him 
back.  Other  troops  began  to  return  from  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge, 
where  they  had  been  sent  earlier  in  the  day  to  sustain  our  defense  of 
that  point.  Here,  whilst  looking  on,  I received  a severe  contusion  on 
iny  left  wrist,  disabling  my  arm  for  several  weeks. 

Seeing  that  the  enemy  were  giving  way  I returned  to  the  forks  of 
the  road,  where  I received  a call  from  General  Kearny  for  aid.  Know- 
ing that  all  General  Sedgwick’s  troops  were  unavailable,  1 was  glad  to 
avail  myself  of  the  kind  offer  of  General  Slocum  to  send  the  Kew  Jersey 
brigade  of  his  division  to  General  Kearny’s  aid.  I rode  out  far  enough 
on  the  Charles  City  road  to  see  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  that 
direction,  and  returned  to  see  the  Kew  Jersey  brigade  enter  the  woods 
to  General  Kearny’s  relief.  A battery  accompanied  this  brigade.  They 
soon  drove  back  the  enemy. 

It  was  now  growing  dark.  I sent  by  three  different  aides  of  the  com- 
manding general  a detailed  verbal  statement  of  the  events  of  the  day 
and  of  our  situation.  From  the  exhaustion  of  the  men,  want  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  uncertainty  as  to  the  force  and  position  of  the 
enemy,  I also  gave  my  opinion  that  the  troops  had  better  be  withdrawn. 
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I liad  no  fears  of  the  force  we  had  just  defeated  so  signally,  but  of  the 
fresh  troops  they  could  bring  up  against  our  worn-out  men. 

Shortly  after  dark  I heard  that  General  Franklin  was  retiring.\  The 
right  of  my  troops  being  so  far  in  advance,  and  my  being  without  olders, 
I could  not  believe  it.  Soon  after  General  Seymour  came  and  assured 
me  that  it  ^Yas  so.  I sent  Lieutenant  Hunt,  of  my  staff,  to  entreat  him 
to  hold  on  until  I could  hear  from  the  commanding  general,  as  I ex- 
pected to  do  so  every  moment.  Lieutenant  Hunt  returned,  and  reported 
that  when  he  got  there  General  Frankliffs  troops  had  already  left;  that 
three  regiments  of  General  Naglee’s  brigade  were  drawn  ui:>  a short 
distance  from  the  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  waiting  for  the  return  ot 
the  general.  It  was  now  12  o’clock,  and  I could  not  wait  any  longer. 
General  Slocum  was  at  my  headquarters,  waiting  for  me  to  decide 
what  to  do,  he  having  also  heard  that  General  Franklin  was  leaving. 
We  arranged  for  his  division  to  leave  immediately,  to  be  followed  by 
General  Kearny’s  and  then  by  General  Sumner’s.  It  was  necessary 
for  us  to  move  promptly,  as  the  enemy  were  busily  engaged  repair- 
ing the  bridges,  and  would  soon  be  enabled  to  cross  in  force  on  our 
rear.  I hastened  to  General  Sumner’s  headquarters,  and  informed  him 
of  what  had  been  done.  He  concurred  with  me,  and  sent  a note 
to  the  commanding  general  with  the  information.  I then  took  the 
road  and  reached  Malvern  Hill  at  1.30  a.  m.,  and  reported  to  the  com- 
manding general.  Soon  after  daylight  both  of  my  divisions  were  on 
Malvern  Hill. 

I cannot  speak  too  warmly  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  General 
Hooker  and  his  division.  Special  mention  is  made  of  General  Grover^ 
the  First  Massachusetts,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  Sixty-ninth  Penn- 
sylvania, Second  Kew  Hampshire,  and  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Eeg- 
iments.  The  colors  captured  by  Captain  Park,  Company  F,  Second 
New  York  Volunteers,  had  “Williamsburg”  and  “Seven  Pines”  on 
them,  and  belonged  to  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Volunteers.  They  were 
sent  to  General  Sumner’s  headquarters.  This  same  company  captured 
1 lieutenant-colonel,  1 captain,  5 lieutenants,  and  30  to  40  privates. 

General  Kearny  showed  his  usual  gallantry  and  activity.  The  por- 
tion of  his  division  engaged  behaved  most  gallantly. 

The  first  of  the  attack  fell  on  General  Kobin son’s  brigade,  and  con- 
tinued five  hours.  General  Eobinson  was  particularly  distinguished. 
Captain  Thompson’s  battery  was  conspicuous  from  the  admirable  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  served.  It  was  most  admirably  supported  by  Colonel 
Hays,  with  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  and  half  the  Thirty-seventh 
New  York.  Attention  is  called  to  General  Kearny’s  report  of  this  part 
of  the  action.  I gladly  add  my  commendation. 

General  Caldwell’s  brigade,  sent  by  General  Sumner,  rendered  valu- 
able aid;  also  General  Taylor’s  New  Jersey  brigade,  volunteered  by 
General  Slocum.  My  thanks  are  due  to  both  these  officers  for  the 
promi>tness  with  which  they  gave  this  assistance. 

General  Berry  and  his  brigade  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry. 
Special  attention  is  called  to  Major  Fairbanks,  who  commanded  the 
Fifth  Michigan,  and  was  dangerously  wounded.  The  Twenty-fourth 
Nev/  York  Volunteers,  only  200  men,  led  by  Lieutenant  Greenhalgh, 
one  of  General  Berry’s  aides,  captured  a stand  of  colors. 

I neglected  to  mention  in  the  proper  i)lace  that  Captain  Eandolph, 
who  commanded  a battery,  is  highly  commended. 

My  staff,  as  usual,  performed  their  duties  to  my  satisfaction.  Captain 
McKeever,  chief  of  staff,  was  active  in  communicating  orders  to  the  left 
at  a critical  moment,  and  Lieutenant  Hunt  especially,  in  going  to  White 
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Oak  Swamp  Bridge  just  before  midnight  to  learn  whether  our  troops 
had  retired. 

All/the  reports  received  accompany  this,  and  will  give  the  names  of 
those^  worthy  of  mention. 

I annex  a statement  of  the  losses  in  General  Hooker^s  division  this 
day,  but  cannot  of  General  Kearny’s,  as  the  casualties  of  this  day  and 
the  next  are  blended.  The  aggregate  is  951  for  the  two  days,  of  which 
I believe  the  greater  part  occurred  on  the  30th  of  June.* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  HEIKTZELMAK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  Va.,  July  24,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  corps  at 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  and  till  their  arrival  at  their  present  camp 
the  next  day : 

On  my  arrival  at  Malvern  Hill,  at  1.30  a.  m.  of  the  1st  of  July,  I met 
the  commanding  general  on  horseback  and  reported  to  him  what  had 
been  done.  He  directed  me  to  see  General  Barnard,  chief  engineer, 
and  General  Porter,  commanding  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  consult  with 
them  as  to  the  iiosition  for  the  troops  to  occupy.  I found  them,  but 
they  were  of  the  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  done  before  daylight. 
As  soon  as  it  was  light  I saw  General  Barnard,  and  he  rode  out  to 
make  another  examination  of  the  ground.  On  his  return  he  pointed 
to  the  direction  where  I was  to  post  my  troops.  I gave  the  necessary 
orders,  but  before  they  could  be  carried  out  the  commanding  general 
returned,  and  I rode  with  him  the  whole  circuit  of  the  lines,  leaving 
staff  officers  to  place  my  two  divisions  in  position — General  Kearny’s 
on  the  left,  to  connect  with  General  Couch’s  right  on  the  right  of 
Kearny;  General  Hooker’s  division  with  General  Sumner’s  corps  on 
his  right.  It  was  near  10  a.  m.  when  I returned  via  Haxall’s  to  Mal- 
vern Hill.  We  now  occupied  a very  strong  position,  but  lacked  some 
20,000  men  to  be  certain  of  holding  it  against  the  superior  force  1 feared 
would  be  brought  against  us. 

Before  my  troops  were  all  in  position  the  rebels  commenced  an 'artil- 
lery fire,  which  we  returned.  Some  of  their  shells  exploded  beyond  the 
brick  house  on  the  hill  and  in  the  bottom  beyond.  This  lasted  about  two 
hours.  At  3.30  p.  m.  the  attack  was  renewed  with  artillery  and  accom- 
panied by  infantry  on  the  left  of  General  Kearny,  but  principally  on  Gen- 
eral Couch’s  division.  By  5 p.  m.  this  was  repulsed.  Later  the  attack 
was  renewed  on  General  Porter’s  front,  extending  to  the  right  as  far  as 
General  Kearny’s,  by  artillery  and  infantry  in  large  force.  The  firing 
continued  until  9 p.  m.  The  rebels  were  defeated  with  great  slaughter. 

During  the  afternoon  large  bodies  of  troops  were  seen  passing  along 
our  front  toward  the  right  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  They  were  sev- 
eral hours  passing.  They  disappeared,  however,  without  any  further 
demonstration.  They  passed  beyond  the  range  of  our  field  artillery. 

Toward  dusk  General  Porter  sent  to  General  Sumner  for  a brigade 
and  battery  of  artillery.  This  was  sent.  I added  another  brigade  and 
battery,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  defeat  more  complete.  I sent  them, 
as  it  was  now  so  late  I did  not  anticipate  any  attempt  on  my  right. 
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All  the  troops  under  my  command  were  exposed  to  this  artillery 
fire.  In  General  Kearny^s  division  only  the  artillery  and  skirmishers 
were  immediately  engaged.  “ Captain  Thomi)son  managed  his  battery 
with  the  full  genius  of  that  arm,  whilst  Captain  Eandolph  with  his 
Parrott  guns  persecuted  all  that  attacked  him,  silencing  several  times 
batteries  that  were  sweeping  our  front  or  covering  their  columns  of 
attack  on  General  Couch  to  our  left.”  The  Fourth  Maine  was  particu- 
larly distinguished  for  its  coolness  in  holding  a ravine  and  repulsing 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers. 

In  General  Hooker’s  division  the  men  behaved  with  their  usual  cool- 
ness. The  batteries  were  so  placed  that  they  were  enabled  several 
times  to  enfilade  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  infantry  advance.  We  have 
to  deplore  the  loss  of  Captain  Beam,  a most  gallant  officer,  command- 
ing one  of  the  batteries.  He  was  killed  by  a shell. 

Captain  He  Eussy,  my  chief  of  artillery,  was  quite  distinguished.  It 
was  through  his  good  management  and  personal  attention  that  the  bat- 
teries sent  to  the  left  later  in  the  day  were  so  effective. 

Quite  late  in  the  afternoon  a staff*  officer  from  the  commanding  gen- 
eral informed  me  that  we  might  fall  back  to  another  position  farther 
down  the  river  in  the  course  of  the  night.  At  10.50  p.  m.  J received 
orders  to  move  in  rear  of  General  Couch’s  division.  Before  the  road  was 
clear  for  the  leading  brigade  of  my  corps  it  was  3.40  a.  m.,  and  the 
renr  did  not  leave  till  daylight. 

Soon  after  daylight  a heavy  rain  set  in,  seriously  injuring  the  road, 
but  early  in  the  day  all  the  troops  reached  their  camps. 

My  whole  corps  made  the  march  with  its  artillery  and  baggage 
wagons  from  Savage  Station  to  the  camp  at  Harrison’s  Bar  without  the 
loss  of  a single  wagon.  Our  reported  loss  in  missing  is  but  745,  and  of 
this  number  a portion  of  killed  and  wounded  were  left  on  the  battle- 
fields, and  some  have  since  come  in.  To  show  the  endurance  and  forti- 
tude of  the  troops,  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  Eegiments  did 
not  lose  a man  in  the  whole  march.  Of  these  regiments  one  had  8 
stragglers,  of  whom  3 were  wounded.  They  have  all  since  come  in. 
The  Seventh  New  Jersey  did  not  have  a field  officer  present.  Captain 
Bartlett,  Comi)any  C,  commanded,  with  I captain,  Frederick  Cooper, 

and  3 lieutenants,  Hillyer  and  Mullery,  of  Company  K,  and •*,  of 

Company  C. 

At  Savage  Station  we  received  orders  to  reduce  our  baggage.  We 
left  our  tents  for  the  wounded  and  the  officers  part  of  their  personal 
baggage.  This  enabled  me  to  place  500  pounds  of  ammunition  in  each 
wagon  for  the  reserve  artillery  of  the  corps.  Captain  De  Eussy  made 
good  use  of  it  at  Malvern  Hill. 

All  the  troops  were  exposed  for  several  hours  to  a continuous  fire  of 
shells,  which  they  bore  with  unflinching  courage.  Those  exposed  to 
the  infantry  fire  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry. 

General  Sickles’  brigade  was  sent  late  in  the  day  to  aid  General  Por- 
ter’s command.  How  well  it  was  done  is  well  set  "forth  in  the  general’s 
report.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Taylor’s  regiment,  the  Seventy-second 
New  York  Yolunteers,'was  brilliant. 

The  officers  of  my  staff*  performed  their  duties  with  their  usual  prompti- 
tude and  energy.  Dr.  Milhau  did  all  it  was  possible  to  do  under  our 
peculiar  circumstances.  Captain  Weeks,  assistant  quartermaster,  Cap- 
tain iMcKelvy,  chief  commissary,  and  Lieutenant  Dresser,  ordnance  offi- 
cer, attended  faithfully  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  departments.  To 
them  I am  indebted  for  the  safety  of  every  wagon,  for  ample  supplies 
of  provisions,  and  that  the  reserve  ammunition  was  on  the  field  at  the 
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proper  moment.  Captain  McKee ver’s  duties  since  the  first  day  of  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  have  been  exceedingly  arduous,  and  have  been  per- 
formed with  great  judgment  and  untiring  energy,  assisted  by  Captain 
Moses,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenant  Hunt  I have  mentioned 
in  ray  previous  report.  Lieut.  Henry  Korton,  one  of  my  aides,  particu- 
larly distinguished  himself  at’  Malvern  Hill  by  communicating  with 
General  Couch  at  the  extreme  front  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  en- 
gagement and  previously,  showing  much  personal  gallantry. 

I beg  leave  especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral to  the  loss  in  battle  of  General  Hooker’s  division  since  the  1st  of 
June,  847  men,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign  2,589.  As  they 
have  uniformly  slept  on  the  field  of  battle,  no  other  evidence  can  be 
required  of  their  gallantry  and  that  of  their  distinguished  commander. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

General  S.  Williams,  A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Capt.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy^  Chief  of  Artillery.,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  OaJc  Grove,  or  King'^s  School-House. 

Camp  near  Fair  Oaks,  Ya.,  June  25,  1862. 

Captain:  About  1 o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  June  a staff 
officer  of  the  army  brought  me  an  order  from  General  Heintzelman, 
commanding  Third  Corps,  requiring  that  a section  of  artillery  should  be 
taken  to  the  front  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Hooker,  at  that  time 
immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy  and  occupying  the  most  advanced 
position.  I ordered  a section  of  Battery  K,  Fourth  Artillery,  to  march 
at  once,  and  by  putting  10  horses  to. a piece  succeeded  in  getting  up 
the  guns  without  difficulty.  Ammunition  was  supplied  them  by  send- 
ing the  limbers  to  and  fro. 

When  I reported  to  General  Hooker  I was  directed  by  him  to  station 
the  section  in  front,  at  a turn  in  the  road  where  both  the  approaches 
to  our  position  and  the  enemy’s  camp  could  be  commanded.  Lieuten- 
ant Henderson,  of  Taft’s  battery,  temporarily  attached  to  Battery  K 
and  commanding  the  section,  opened  with  canister  shot  and  spherical 
case,  according  to  the  range  and  the  work  to  be  accomplished.  His 
guns  were  served  with  accuracy  and  judgment,  and  the  effect  was  to 
drive  the  enemy  entirely  beyond  their  reach. 

About  3 o’clock  the  enemy  succeeded  in  bringing  up  on  his  side  four 
rifled  guns,  which  he  halted  beyond  the  range  of  Lieutenant  Hender- 
son’s 12-pounders,  and  with  which  he  opened  fire.  General  Hooker 
directed  Lieutenant  Henderson  to  continue  his  fire  until  the  ammuni- 
tion at  that  time  up  should  be  expended.  This  having  been  done,  the 
section  was  withdrawn. 

There  were  expended  during  the  firing  20  round  shot,  17  shells,  51 
spherical  case,  and  20  canister. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  DE  EUSSY, 

Captain,  Fourth  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Third  Corps. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Hooker^s  Division. 
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No.  34. 

Report  of  Capt  Walter  M.  Bramhall,  Sixth  New  York  Battery^  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 

Camp  near  James  Eiver,  Y a.,  July  5,  1862. 

Captain  : I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  re- 
port of  the  movements  of  this  battery  since  its  departure  from  Fair 
Oaks,  on  the  28th  ultimo  : 

At  6.30  p.  m.  the  28th  ultimo  I reported,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Heintzelman,  commanding  Third  Army  Corps,  to  his  headquarters  at 
Savage  Station,  coming  into  position  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  At  6 
o’clock  the  next  morning  I was  ordered  to  follow  the  column  then 
moving  down  toward  the  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge.  I marched  that 
day  to  a point  about  2J  miles  beyond  the  bridge,  halting  for  the  night 
near  general  headquarters.  The  following  morning  I moved  forward  to 
the  position  of  General  Hooker’s  division,  and  receiving  from  that  gen- 
eral an  order  to  continue  the  march  toward  the  James  River,  1 followed 
the  column,  arriving  at  noon  in  the  place  upon  the  bluff  near  the  river 
then  occupied  by  the  Artillery  Reserve,  reporting,  as  directed  by  General 
Hooker,  to  General  Porter.  At  3.30  p.  m.,  by  order  of  General  Porter, 
I moved  back  upon  the  road  up  which  we  had  come  and  came  into  bat- 
tery upon Hill  in  a position  to  command  the  same  road,  co-operat- 

ing with  Lieutenant  Ames’  battery  in  our  front  and  on  the  right,  a bat- 
tery of  10-pounder  Parrotts  and  Captain  Osborn’s  battery  of  four  3-inch 
guns  on  our  left,  with  a support  of  two  regiments  of  General  Morell’s 
division  distributed  among  these  several  batteries.  1 remained  in  this 
position  until  the  next  morning,  July  1,  at  6 o’clock,  when,  by  order  of 
General  Porter,  I took  up  a position  to  the  right  of  the  road  up  which 
the  army  had  marched  200  yards  in  front  of  a ^ ood,  to  command  either 
of  two  approaches  which  intersected  on  the  side  of  the  woods  on  which 
we  lay.  I was  instructed  that  our  pickets  were  a short  distance  in  ad- 
vance in  the  wood  and  upon  both  roads,  and  that  if  attacked  they  would 
retire  through  the  wood,  and  emerging  at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads, 
fall  back  upon  the  main  line. 

At  about  7 a.  m.  the  pickets,  having  been  attacked,  fell  back  rapidly, 
and  in  a few  minutes  the  fire  of  the  enemy  fell  among  us  and  passed 
over  our  heads.  Our  pickets  having  retired  in  order  and  in  the  man- 
ner indicated  I immediately  opened  fire  upon  the  woods  in  front  and 
on  the  right,  firing  at  first  the  Hotchkiss  case  shot  with  2"  fuses.  For 
a few  minutes  the  enemy  manfullj^  withstood  the  fire,  advancing  and 
firing.  At  this  time  the  firing  froiu  my  battery  was  very  rapid,  being 
at  the  rate  of  two  shots  a minute  from  each  piece.  That  it  was  efective 
I am  induced  to  believe  from  the  fact  that  after  about  five  minutes  the 
enemy’s  fire  ceased  almost  entirely.  Upon  this  we  gradually  increased 
the  range  and  lengthened  the  fuses  until  we  reached  the  5"  fuse,  using 
both  case-shot  and  shell,  but  mainly  the  latter,  and  scattering  our  fire 
generally  through  the  woods.  At  this  time,  too,  I used,  for  experiment’s 
sake  as  much  as  for  any  other  reason,  a half-dozen  percussion  shell 
(Schenkl’s  percussion)  which  we  had  found  and  appropriated  at  Fair 
Oaks.  The  result  was  a perfect  success,  every  one  bursting,  though 
some  of  them  fell  upon  soft  meadow-land.  Our  fire  now  grew  very 
slow  and  deliberate,  being  maintained  by  order  of  and  in  the  manner 
I)rescribed  by  Brigadier-General  Griffin,  in  command  at  that  point. 

At  about  one  hour  after  opening  fire,  being  ordered  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Heintzelman,  we  ceased  firing,  and  moved  from  our 
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positiou  to  that  indicated  by  yourself,  near  General  Heintzelman^s 
headquarters.  From  that  time  until  the  present  the  battery  has  taken 
no  part  in  any  movement  beyond  retiring,  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  with 
the  corps  of  Generals  Sumner  and  Heintzelman  to  the  plain  immediately 
upon  the  river,  from  where,  by  your  order,  we  moved  yesterday  to  our 
present  camp. 

I have  to  report  but  one  casualty  among  my  men,  that  of  Private 
John  H.’Yennett,  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a fragment  of  a shell 
while  the  battery  was  moving  from  one  position  to  another.  One  man 
is  still  missing,  but  I hope  yet  to  recover  him,  he  having  been  known 
to  have  gone  in  advance  with  the  wagons. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  testify  to  the  gallant  and  spirited 
conduct  of  my  officers  and  such  of  my  men  as  were  well  enough  to 
accompany  the  battery.  Exposed  as  they  had  been  for  five  days  to 
almost  uninterrupted  fatigue,  hardship,  and  privation,  with  little  or  no 
rest  and  almost  nothing  to  eat,  they  were  always  ready  to  meet  their 
duties,  which  they  performed  with  alacrity,  cheerfulness,  and  I may 
say  success.  I beg  to  refer  particularly  to  the  case  of  Private  William 
P.  Colby,  an  intelligent  lad  of  twenty  years  of  age,  who,  having  be- 
come separated  from  the  battery  when  near  White  Oak-  Swamp  Bridge, 
volunteered  his  services  to  Captain  Porter,  of  the  First  Massachusetts 
Battery,  and  served  gallantly  during  the  battle  of  30th  of  June,  as  tes- 
tified to  by  Captain  Porter  in  a note  which  I have  received  from  him. 

The  main  damage  which  I have  sustained  during  this  movement  has 
been  to  my  horses,  of  which  I have  lost  9 on  the  route ; one  only  from 
a positive  injury,  the  rest  having  dropped  in  harness  during  the  last 
day^s  march,  utterly  incapable  of  being  moved.  I was  already  short 
in  the  number  of  my  horses  before  starting,  and  until  I can  have  time 
to  rest  those  which  I have  (95,  of  which  only  80  are  effective),  and  to 
recuperate  their  strength  by  care  and  sufficient  food,  I cannot  under- 
take to  move  my  battery  any  considerable  distance. 

An  equal  degree  of  prostration  exists  among  my  men;  out  of  138 
present  there  being  but  108  fit  for  any  duty.  My  loss  in  equipments, 
implements,  and  accouterments  has  been  but  slight,  and  can  doubtless 
soon  be  replaced.  With  rest  from  too  onerous  duty,  regularity,  and 
sufficiency  of  food  I believe  that  in  a short  time  I shall  be  able  again 
to  report  the  battery  in  as  effective  a condition  as  ever. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  M.^BEAMHALL, 

Captain^  Commanding  Sixth  Independent  N,  Y,  Battery, 

Capt.  G.  A.  De  Eussy,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Reserve  Artillery^  Third  Army  Corps. 


No.  35. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Francis  W.  Seeley^  Battery  K,  Fourth  V.  8.  Artillery,  of 
the  action  at  Bracketfs  and  battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  City  Point,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
participation  of  Battery  K,  Fourth  Artillery,  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand, in  the  actions  of  June  30  and  July  1 near  the  White  Oak  Swamp. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  the  enemy  having  in  strong  force  attacked  the 
rear  guard  of  our  army  at  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  Battery  K was  or- 
dered about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  to  a position  on  General  Slocum’s  right,-near 
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the  Charles  City  road,  where  the  enemy  were  reported  to  be  crossing 
the  swamp.  After  getting  our  guns  into  this  position  we  shelled  the 
woods  vigorously  for  about  half  an  hour,  effectually  checking  the  en- 
emy at  that  point.  I then  received  orders  from  you  to  move  the  bat- 
tery to  the  left  of  our  line  to  aid  General  Heintzelman.  We  immedi- 
ately limbered  up,  moved  off  at  a trot,  and  took  a position,  designated 
by  you,  in  an  open  field,  a short  distance  in  rear  of  our  infantry,  which 
was  then  engaged,  and  about  800  yards  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  line. 
We  then  opened  a rapid  and  well-directed  fire  with  solid  shot,  firing 
about  20  rounds,  when  the  enemy,  finding  it  impossible  to  withstand 
the  combined  fire  of  our  artillery  and  infantry,  retired  under  cover  of 
the  woods.  By  this  time  our  infantry  had  advanced  so  far  to  the  front 
of  our  position  that  it  was  considered  dangerous  to  fire  any  more  at 
that  time.  We  therefore  ceased  firing,  but  remained  in  position  until 
about  2 o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  1st  of  July,  when,  pursuant  to  orders  re- 
ceived, we  withdrew  from  the  field. 

Our  loss  this  day  was  as  follows : Sergt.  James  L.  Johnson  and  Pri- 
vate Patrick  Swaine,  both  supposed  to  b^e  mortally  wounded,  and  have 
probably  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I have  also  to  report  3 
horses  killed.  We  fired  during  the  day  130  rounds  of  shot,  shell,  and 
spherical  case. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  after  withdrawing  about  4 miles  from  the  scene 
of  the  previous  day’s  engagement,  the  battery  was  held  in  reserve  until 
about  6 o’clock  p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  up  to  the  assistance  of  Gen- 
ei  al  Couch’s  division,  which  was  engaged  with  a superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  Our  battery  was  posted  in  a small  field  near  the  head  of  a 
large  and  thickly- wooded  ravine  on  the  right  of  the  division.  It  hav- 
ing been  reported  that  the  enemy  occupied  this  ravine  in  force,  with 
the  intention  of  turning  General  Couch’s  right,  we  opened  fire  with 
si)herical  case-shot  and  shell,  discharging  each  gun  about  twice  every 
five  minutes.  In  a short  time  an  aide  came  to  me  from  General  Couch, 
and  said  that  the  general  detrended  upon  our  battery  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  turning  his  right.  From  that  time  until  we  ceased  firing 
we  discharged  our  pieces  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Kot  a shot  was  lost 
by  being  fired  too  high  or  too  low,  and  I have  been  told  by  officers 
who  were  in  a position  to  witness  the  result  that  the  effect  on  the  enemy 
was  ver3"  destructive  and  finally  compelled  him  to  retire  with  great 
loss. 

After  keeping  up  a constant  fire  for  about  an  hour  and  a half,  having 
expended  all  of  our  ammunition,  the  enemy  having  retired,  we  were 
relieved  by  order  of  General  Couch,  and  withdrew  from  the  field  with- 
out the  loss  of  a man,  although  the  rebel  sharpshooters  stationed  in 
the  neighboring  trees  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  on  the  battery,  killing 
1 horse  and  wounding  4 others. 

In  both  engagements  the  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  was  excellent,  and  my  special  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenants 
Henderson  and  Bancroft  and  First  Sergt.  Kobert  James,  who  each 
commanded  a section,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  arduous  and  responsible  duties. 

In  tlie  engagement  of  July  1 we  expended  670  rounds  of  shot,  shell, 
and  spherical  case. 

I am,  cai)tain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEELEY, 

First  Lieutenant^  Fourth  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery  K, 

Capt.  G.  A.  De  Russy, 

Fourth  Arty.^  Chief  of  Artillery^  Third  Corps. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooher,  JJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  the  engagement  at  Oah  Grove,  or  King^s  School-Souse,  and 
battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsonh  Farm  (Frazierh  Farm),  with  resulting 
correspondence^  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
Fear  Harrison’s  Landing,  James  River,  July  14,  1862. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  instructions  were  received 
through  the  headquarters  Third  Corps  on  the  night  of  the  24th  ultimo 
to  push  forward  the  line  of  pickets  covering  the  advance  of  the  army 
before  Eichmond,  and  early  the  following  morning  chiefs  of  the  First 
and  Second  Brigades  were  directed  to  establish  their  lines  of  battle  im- 
mediately in  rear  of  the  then  existing  line,  preparatory  to  commencing 
the  movement.  The  Second  Brigade,  under  Brigadier- General  Sickles, 
was  drawn  up  across  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  First  Brigade, 
under  Brigadier-General  Grover,  on  its  left,  and  extending  well  to  the 
south.  The  Third  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Carr,  was  posted  behind  our 
lines  of  defenses,  to  hold  them  or  to  furnish  supports  for  other  brigades, 
as  circumstances  might  require. 

For  half  a mile  to  the  front  of  our  line  of  battle  heavy  forest  covered 
the  ground,  and  running  through  the  middle  of  this  was  a belt  of 
swampy  soil,  on  each  side  of  which  was  an  almost  impenetrable  under- 
growth. From  the  great  difficulty  of  relieving  pickets  across  the 
swamp,  in  many  places  waist-deep,  the  latter  had  tacitly  become  the 
dividing  section  between  the  advanced  pickets  of  the  two  armies,  and 
any  invasion  of  it  was  regarded  as  an  aggressive  encroachment  by  the 
opposing  force,  and  repelled,  if  practicable,  at  once.  Beyond  this  forest, 
in  the  direction  of  Eichmond,  was  a cleared  field  of  a little  greater 
width,  on  the  western  margin  of  which  were  encamped  up  to  a recent 
date  two  divisions  of  the  rebel  army.  The  swamp  and  the  jungles 
presented  formidable  obstacles  to  an  advance,  the  latter  by  afibrding 
places  of  concealment  for  masses  of  the  enemy  close  by,  while  to  pene- 
trate it  discovered  the  approach  and  position  of  the  advancing  force. 

At  8 o’clock  the  advance  commenced  along  the  entire  line  by  send- 
ing forward  skirmishers,  while  the  supports  and  reserves  followed  them 
within  easy  supporting  distance.  Grover’s  skirmishers  became  engaged 
at  once,  and  as  the  fire  from  the  enemy  increased  they  were  strength- 
ened from  time  to  time  sufficiently  to  insure  a vigorous  and  successful 
advance  along  his  whole  line.  The  Fifth  New  Jersey  Eegiment,  Carr’s 
brigade,  under  Major  Henry,  rendered  good  service  in  this  movement. 
Owing  to  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  Sickles’  brigade  was  slower  to 
come  up  with  the  enemy,  but  a rattling  musketry  fire  soon  announced 
that  the  enemy  were  in  his  front,  and  no  less  prepared  to  resist  his 
advance.  Still  the  brigade  pressed  forward  until  it  had  almost  reached 
the  outer  edge  of  the  woods,  when  the  increased  fire  of  the  enemy  sat- 
isfied me  that  our  right  was  outnumbered.  This  was  between  9 and  10 
o’clock,  and  Colonel  Carr  was  directed  to  re-enforce  it  with  the  Seventh 
New  Jersey  Eegiment,  under  Colonel  Eevere,  which  was  prqmptly  ex- 
ecuted, and  that  regiment  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, and  again  the  whole  line  pressed  forward  in  the  face  of  a galling 
fire  and  an  obstinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Grover,  on 
the  left,  had  fought  his  way  up  to  the  line,  and  reported  that  he  had 
established  his  picket  upon  it.  In  connection  with  this  service  I desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  commander  of  the  corps  to  the  brilliant  con- 
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duct  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  and  to  Company  B,  Captain  Littlefield, 
Second  Eegiinent  i^'ew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  as  reported  by  their 
brigade  commander. 

At  this  moment,  about  11  o’clock,  from  some  misapprehension  of  my 
true  condition  at  general  headquarters,  orders  were  sent  to  withdraw 
my  command  from  the  contest,  and  at  the  same  time  Brigadier-General 
Birney,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  gallantly  tendered  me  his  services, 
which  from  the  character  of  my  instructions  I was  constrained  to  de- 
cline, and  the  brigade  returned  to  its  camp. 

Suddenly  the  major-general  commanding  the  army,  appearing  on  the 
field  and  learning  the  state  of  affairs,  gave  directions  for  me  to  resume 
and  finish  the  duty  assigned  me  the  night  previous.  The  Second  New 
York  Eegiment,  Carr’s  brigade,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmsted, 
took  the  place  of  the  Seventh  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  which 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  advance  during  the  suspension  of  our 
operations,  and  the  line  again  moved  forward  under  a severe  fire  from 
our  adversaries,  when  Olmsted’s  regiment  established  itself  on  the 
right  of  the  line  which  we  were  to  occupy.  About  this  time  Palmer’s 
brigade,  from  Conch’s  division,  came  uj),  and  soon  after  a section  of  De 
Eussy’s  Napoleons  arrived,  and  on  being  judiciously  posted  and  brought 
into  action  by  that  brave  and  accomplished  officer,  they  opened  with 
canister  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road  and  literally 
swept  the  jungles  of  rebels.  A part  of  Palmer’s  brigade  had  been 
assigned  the  section  as  support,  while  the  remaining  regiments  deployed 
and  took  the  advance  of  the  infantry  on  this  part  of  the  field  and  im- 
mediately moved  forward  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  woods. 

I respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commander  of  the  corps  to  the 
report  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer  of  the  services  of  his  command.  As 
it  has  not  been  received  by  me,  I can  only  add  my  testimony  to  that  of 
others  to  their  courage  and  good  conduct. 

After  the  undergrowth  had  been  cleared  of  rebels  the  section  opeueid 
fire  with  great  effect  on  the  rebel  encampment  on  the  side  of  the  field 
opposite  their  position.  These  pieces  were  worked  under  the  immedi- 
ate charge  of  Lieutenant  Henderson,  and  this  young  officer  deserves 
especial  mention  for  .the  skill  and  intrepidity  he  displayed  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty.  At  7 o’clock  my  command  was  withdrawn  and 
our  new  line  turned  over  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer  to  defend  for  the 
night. 

In  this  affair  our  loss  was  28  killed,  262  wounded,  and  19  missing. 
The  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. In  all  of  our  encounters  with  the  enemy  my  brigade  com- 
manders have  uniformly  rendered  me,  by  their  zeal,  activity,  and  in- 
telligence, a generous  support,  but  on  this  field,  from  its  character,  I 
was  more  than  ever  indebted  to  them.  To  them  should  be  accorded  the 
merit  of  our  success,  and  to  their  prudence  and  excellent  arrangement  ' 
the  limited  loss  with  which  it  was  achieved.  I desire  to  make  especial 
mention  of  Brigadier-General  Sickles  for  his  great  gallantry  in  rallying 
a i)art  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Eegiment  and  returning  it  to 
action  after  it  had  given  way,  and  Brigadier-General  Grover,  for  the 
skillful  disposition  of  his  force  and  his  gallant  use  of  it  in  accomplish- 
ing our  object.  I desire  also  to  call  especial  attention  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  Third  Corps  to  all  the  commanders  of  the 
regiments  of  the  First  aud  Second  Brigades  j to  Colonel  Eevere,  of  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  Eegiment ; Major  Henry,  Fifth  New  Jersey,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmsted,  of  the  Second  New  York  Eegiment.  It 
was  on  their  courage  and  intelligence  that  our  success  in  a great  meas- 
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ure  depended.  Especial  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter,  Seventy-first  New 
York  Volunteers,  Major  Stevens,  Seventy-second  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  to  Captain  Donalds,  of  the  Seventy-third  New  York  Volunteers, 
whose  heroic  conduct  was  conspicuous  throughout  the  day. 

Surgeon  Prentice,  of  the  Seventy-third  New  York,  was  with  the  ad- 
vance the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  him  for  his  unwearied  devotion  to  the  wounded.  His  soldier- 
ship in  the  intervals  of  his  professional  duties  were  no  less  the  subject 
of  admiration. 

Many  other  names  among  my  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  have  claims  to  honorable  mention,  as  will  be  found  in  the  ac- 
companying reports. 

I must  again  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  Captain  Dickinson,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general.  Lieutenants  Lawrence  and  Candler,  aides-de- 
camp,  and  Lieutenant  Austin,  officers  of  my  staff,  for  their  faithful  and 
devoted  services  during  these  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier- Genera^  Commanding  Division, 

Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker^s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  James  River,  Ya.,  July  15,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  my  command  was  withdrawn  from  its 
advanced  position  before  Eichmond  about  sunrise  on  the  29th  ultimo. 
We  retired  in  condition  to  give  or  receive  battle,  as  occasion  might 
require,  to  a new  line  a mile  or  more  to  the  rear,  where  it  was  halted 
and  drawn  up  to  check  any  advance  of  the  enemy  either  by  the  Will- 
iamsburg road  or  railroad.  The  enemy  followed  up  our  movements 
closely,  taking  possession  of  our  camps  as  soon  as  they  were  abandoned, 
but  evincing  no  disposition  to  come  to  close  quarters.  We  remained  in 
our  new  position  until  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.  with  no  other  event  than  a 
feeble  attack  on  Sumner’s  advance  line,  that  officer’s  corps  being  on  my 
right,  and  a few  projectiles  from  the  artillery  which  found  their  way 
inside  my  lines. 

Orders  were  now  sent  me  to  fall  back  to  Savage  Station  for  its  de- 
fense, and  while  my  column  was  moving  for  that  purpose  orders  were 
again  received  to  follow  Kearny  in  his  flank  movement  toward  James 
Eiver  and  to  cross  White  Oak  Swamp  at  Brackett’s  Ford,  which  was 
accomplished  that  night,  the  rear  of  my  column  coming  up  to  Charles 
City  road  about  10  o’clock,  at  which  point  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
In  this  flank  movement  two  of  my  batteries,  Osborn’s  and  Bramhall’s, 
had  been  detached  for  duty  in  the  defense  of  Savage  Station,  where 
they  rendered  excellent  service.  The  report  of  Captain  Osborn  is  here- 
with forwarded,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  corps  is  especially  invited. 

About  daylight  the  following  morning,  30th  ultimo,  the  major-general 
commanding  the  corps  Communicated  to  me  in  person  that  it  was  his 
desire  that  my  division  should  cover  what  is  called  the  Quaker  road, 
over  which  our  troops,  artillery,  and  trains  were  to  pass  in  their  retro- 
grade march  to  James  ^Eiver.  As  Kearny’s  division  was  assigned  the 
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same  duty,  and  as  it  was  yet  early  in  the  morning,  we  mounted  our 
horses,  rode  over  the  road  we  were  required  to  defend,  and  examined 
the  country  and  the  approaches  over  which  the  enemy  would  be  most 
likely  to  advance.  The  direction  of  Quaker  road  is  nearly  perpendie- 
ular  to  the  general  course  of  James  Eiver  and  crosses  at  nearly  right 
angles  the  principal  highways  leading  out  of  Eichmond  between  the 
river  and  the  Williamsburg  road.  Numerous  by-roads  connect  these 
most  traveled  highways  with  the  Quaker  road,  and  it  was  determined 
that  I should  establish  my  division  on  the  one  which  falls  into  the 
last-named  road  near  Saint  Paul’s  Church,  the  right  resting  on  this 
cross-road,  and  the  line  nearly  parallel  with  and  half  a mile  or  more 
in  advance  of  the  Quaker  road.  A forest  covered  the  area  between 
my  position  and  this  road.  On  my  right  was  Sumner’s  corps  in* 
a cleared  field,  occupying  the  position  which  I had  supposed  was 
assigned  to  Kearny,  and  ‘Kearny  remained  near  where  I had  left  him 
early  in  the  morning. 

About  9 o’clock  my  line  of  battle  was  established,  Grover  on  the 
right,  Carr  in  the  center,  and  Sickles’  brigade  on  the  left.  In  the 
mean  time  directions  were  given  for  all  of  my  batteries  to  contkiue  on 
their  march  to  our  proposed  camp  on  James  Eiver,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  jiut  in  position  there. 

About  11  a.  m.  some  of  our  army  wagons  were  observed  in  our  front, 
which  on  inquiry  were  found  to  belong  to  McCall’s  division,  which  was 
the  first  intimation  I had  received  of  his  being  in  my  neighborhood, 
and  on  ^examination  1 found»his  division  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  his 
left  resting  500  or  000  yards  from  my  right,  and  stretching  oft*  in  an 
obtuse  angle  with  the  direction  of  my  own.  The  woods  in  which  this 
division  was  found  extended  to  the  immediate  front  of  my  right  wing, 
narrowing  in  width  as  It  approached  my  position. 

About  3 o’clock  the  enemy  commenced  a vigorous  attack  on  McCall, 
and  in  suoh  force  that  General  Sumner  voluntarily  tendered  me  the 
services  of  a regiment,  which  was  posted  in  an  open  field  on  my  ex- 
treme right  and  under  shelter  from  the  enemy’s  artillery.  This  was 
the  Sixty-ninth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Owen. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy’s  attaek  had  grown  in  force  and  violence,  and 
after  an  inefi’ectual  efibrt  to  resist  it,  the  whole  of  McCall’s  division  was 
completely  routed,  and  many  of  the  fugitives  rushed  down  the  road 
on  which  my  right  was  resting,  while  others  took  to  the  cleared  fields 
and  broke  through  my  lines  from  one  end  of  them  to  the  other,  and 
actually  fired  on  and  killed  some  of  my  men  as  they  passed.  At  first 
I was  apprehensive  that  the  efl'ect  would  be  disastrous  on  my  com- 
mand, and  was  no  little  relieved  when  they  had  passed  my  lines. 
Following  closely  upon  the  footsteps  of  these  demoralized  people  were 
the  broken  masses  of  the  enemy,  furiously  pressing  them  on  to  me 
under  cover  of  the  woods  until  they  were  checked  by  a front  fire  of 
the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  afterward  by  a diagonal 
fire  on  their  right  and  left  fianks  from  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  the  left  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers ; 
also,  whenever  the  enemy  ventured  to  uncover  himself  from  the  forest, 
a destructive  fire  was  poured  into  him  along  my  right  wing. 

After  great  loss  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  were  instantly  followed 
with  great  gallantry  by  Grover,  at  the  head  of  the  First  Massachusetts 
Eegiment,  while  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Eegiment,  heroically 
led  by  Owen,  advanced  in  the  open  field  on  their  flank  with  almost 
reckless  daring. 
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Grover  Avas  re-enforced  by  the  Second  Hampshire  and  the 
Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Eegiments,  but  not  until  after  he  had  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  enemy^s  reserves.  The  enemy  were  rolled  back 
through  a part  of  McOalFs  camp,  and  passing  SumnePs  front,  were  by 
him  hurriedly  thrown  over  onto  Kearny,  where  the  fire  was  kept  up  to 
a late  hour  in  the  night. 

During  all  this  time  several  of  Sumner’s  batteries  had  been  doing 
splendid  execution  in  the  rebel  ranks  and  greatly  contributed  to  our 
success.  The  troops  under  Grover  were  withdrawn  from  the  pursuit 
at  dark  and  restored  to  their  places  in  our  line  of  battle. 

Soon  after  this  attack  was  made  word  was  received  from  General 
Sickles  that  the  enemy  in  his  immediate  front  was  preparing  to  turn 
our  left,  when  all  of  our  reserves  were  dispatched  to  strengthen  him. 
Ko  attack,  however,  in  force  was  made,  and  Sickles’  and  Carr’s  bri- 
gades remained  in  position.  The  former  reports  the  capture  of  150 
l)risoners,  in  which  are  included  1 lieutenant-colonel,  1 captain,  5 lieu- 
tenants, and  40  enlisted  men,  taken  by  Captain  Park,  Company  F, 
Second  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Carr’s  brigade.  To  these 
should, be  added  one  stand  of  colors,  all  of  which  were  forwarded  to  the 
headquarters  of  General  Sumner. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  in  this  battle  was  very  severe.  The  field  on 
which  it  was  fought  was  one  of  unusual  extent  for  the  numbers  en- 
gaged, and  was  almost  covered  with  their  dead  and  dying. 

From  their  torches  we  could  see  that  the  enemy  was  busy  all  night 
long  in  searching  for  his  wounded,  but  u^  to  daylight  the  following 
morning  there  had  been  no  apparent  diminution  in  the  heart-rending 
cries  and  groans  of  his  wounded.  The  unbroken,  mournful  wail  of 
human  sufiering  was  all  that  we  heard  from  Glendale  during  that  long, 
dismal  night. 

I was  instructed  to  hold  my  position  nntil  Sumner  and  Kearny  had 
retired  over  the  Quaker  road,  and  soon  after  daylight  my  command 
was  withdrawn  and  followed  them. 

Among  others  I have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Colonel  Wyman,  of  the 
Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe,  of  Major  Chandler,  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  both 
officers  of  singular  merit  and  promise.  Diligent  search  was  made  for 
the  latter  during  the  night  without  success,  and  no  tidings  of  his  fate 
have  since  been  received  by  his  regiment. 

I respectfully  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regi- 
mental commanders ; also  the  report  of  the  services  of  Osborn’s 
battery  at  Malvern  Hill. . From  these  it  will  appear  that  my  division 
has  again  given  me  cause  to  be  profoundly  grateful  for  their  conduct 
and  courage. 

As  Colonel  Owen  has  rendered  me  no  report  of  the  operations  of  his 
regiment,  1 can  only  express  my  high  appreciation  of  his  services,  and 
my  acknowledgments  to  his  chief  for  having  tendered  me  so  gallant  a 
regiment. 

1 must  again  make  my  heartfelt  acknowledgments  to  my  brigade 
commanders,  and  especially  ami  indebted  to  Brigadier-General  Grover 
for  his  gallantry  on  this  field. 

I also  beg  leaA^e  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  corps  to  Surgeon  Foye,  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, for  his  activity  in  searching  for  our  wounded  and  his  devotion 
to  them  when  found.  His  labors  only  ended  on  our  abandonment  of 
the  field. 

To  Captain  Dickinson,  assistant  adjutant- general  3 Lieutenants  Law- 
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rence  and  Candler,  aides-de-camp,  I tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
services. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding  Division. 
Capt.  Ghauncey  McKeeveb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters,  IJ.  S.  Insane  Asylum, 

Vmr  Washington^  D.  0.,  November  8,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georue  A.  McCall,  Commanding ^ &c.: 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo*  reached  me  daj’^  before  yesterday, 
since  which  time  my  engagements  have  prevented  reply,  and  even  now 
I have  not  time  to  give  it  the  consideration  it  requires. 

I regret  extremely  that  you  should  have  discovered  any  exceptiona- 
ble statements  in  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Glendale,  and  if  injustice 
has  been  done  you  or  your  command  I shall  be  rejoiced  to  remove  it, 
but  before  doing  so  I must  be  satisfied  that  I am  in  error. 

In  rendering  the  report  of  Glendale  my  single  object  was  to  be  just 
to  my  own  division,  and  if  I had  felt  that  my  desire  admitted  of  execu- 
tion without  reference  to  your  command  I assure  you  no  mention  would 
have  been  made  of  it  by  me. 

You  will  excuse  me,  general,  if  I give  you  some  of  my  reasons  for  sup- 
posing that  your  command  had  met  with  discomfituiye  at  Glendale,  and 
I believe  I nowhere  leave  it  to  be  inferred  that  it  wa^  not  without  abun- 
dant cause,  for  of  that  I had  no  opportunity  of  knowing.  Sumner  was 
on  my  right  in  an  open  field,  where  at  one  time  not  less  than  six  or 
eight  regimental  colors  were  seen  flying  to  the  rear,  while  between  my 
position  and  his  the  horses  of  the  artillery,  without  their  batteries,  and 
the  dragoons  rushed  down  the  road.  Crowds  of  men  were  even  run- 
ning panic-stricken  to  the  rear  along  the  road,  and  far  to  the  right  and 
left  of  it  I myself  arrested  an  officer  in  his  flight  with  a small  body  of 
men,  who  represented  himself  to  be  in  command  of  the  provost  guard 
of  your  division,  and  ordered  him  to  halt,  form  his  guard,  and  check 
the  flight  of  the  runaways  in  his  immediate  vicinity,  which  he  attempted, 
but  was  soon  hurried  to  the  rear  by  overwhelming  numbers.  He  de- 
clared openly  that  this  division  had  been  all  cut  to  pieces,  that  all  the 
artillery  was  lost,  and  that  several  regiments  had  lost  their  standards. 
From  my  personal  observation  I must  confess  I was  prepared  to  be- 
lieve it  all,  and  without  knowing  the  impression  of  any  great  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  SumnePs  and  your  own  command,  I never  felt  a 
doubt  but  that  they  confirmed  my  own.  If  it  should  become  necessary 
their  evidence  can  readily  be  procured,  as  well  as  that  of  officers  of 
Kearny^s  command,  on  your  right.  In  fact,  I am  more  indebted  to  that 
officer  for  knowledge  of  the  operations  on  the  right  than  to  any  one 
with  whom  I have  conversed.  Of  what  related  to  the  extreme  right 
I know  nothing  from  personal  observation. 

You  will  remember  where  I met  yourself  and  General  Meade,  in  the 
vicinity  of  your  batteries,  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  was  only  from 
that  visit  that  I had  an  opportunity  to  form  an  idea  of  your  position. 
With  regard  to  Sumner’s  views  of  our  relative  positions,  as  communicated 

* Not  found,  but  see  McCairs  report,  No.  154. 
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tbrougli  your  letter,  I can  only  say  that  his  knowledge  of  them  seems 
to  be  extremely  limited.  I hope  that  an  opportunity  will  soon  present 
itself,  if  it  is  a matter  of  doubt  now,  whether  his  opinions  or  mine  are 
the  correct  ones. 

In  calling  it  the  Quaker  road,  I adopted  the  name  by  which  it  was 
called  on  every  map  furnished  me  from  headquarters;  and  in  referring 
to  your  position  as  a camp,  it  only  referred  to  the  place  where  I had 
seen  your  troops  passing  the  day  in  like  manner  with  my  own.  I had 
pitched  no  tents  during  my  transit  from  Gasey^s  camp  to  Harrison’s 
Landing.  Until  I received  your  letter  I was  not  aware  that  any  troops 
except  your  own  occupied  the  ground  in  advance  of  my  position. 

But  these  are  matters  of  but  little  or  no  consequence  in  the  issue.  I 
reported  that  your  command  was  routed  at  Glendale,  and  if  it  was  not 
1 shall  be  rejoiced  to  be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  that  I may  do  your 
division  “justice.”  I should  be  sorry  to  learn  that  I had  ever  done 
them  injustice.  I simply  announced  what  I believed,  and  still  believe, 
to  be  a fact,  without  reflecting  upop  the  conduct  of  your  men  while  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  or  expressing  an  opinion  of  his  force  which  re- 
quired your  command  to  give  way  before  him. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters,  U.  S.  Insane  Asylum, 
N'ear  Washington  City,  D.  0.,  October  15,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

If  you  have  no  objection  I request  that  you  will  substitute  the  in- 
closed report*  of  the  battle  of  Glendale  for  the  one  forwarded  at  the 
proper  time.  I desire  it  for  the  reason  that  the  latter  contained  a re- 
flection on  the  conduct  of  McOalFs  command  which  they  nobly  redeemed 
at  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  The  language  of  my  report  was 
just  and  called  for  when  made,  but  I do  not  think  that  it  was  so  much  the 
fault  of  the  men  as  of  other  causes.  I am  now  of  opinion  that  the  men 
were  all  right.  In  other  regards  the  reports  are  identical. 

Captain  Moore  will  go  up  and  return  with  the  reports. 

Please  say  to  Hardie  that  I will  do  all  I can  for  him,  but  my  weight 
with  the  authorities  is  not  perceptible. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Center  Grand  Division, 

Gamp  near  Potomac  Creeh,  Va.,  December  7,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall, 

Washington,  D,  C. : 

Your  letters  of  the  11th,  13th,  and  19th  of  November,!  with  inclosures, 
were  duly  received,  as  also  that  of  the  2d  instant,!  and  if  I have  delayed 
making  my  acknowledgment  I assure  you  it  has  been  from  no  want 
of  respect  to  yourself,  or  desire  on  my  part  to  remove  from  your  mind 


*Tliat  of  July  15,  p.  110. 

tNot  found,  but  see  McCalPs  report,  No.  154. 
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as  early  as  possible  any  unfavorable  impression  you  may  have  entertained 
respecting  the  accuracy  of  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Glendale. 

From  the  perusal  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  the  impression 
left  on  my  mind  was  that  you  did  not  look  for  answer  until  the  op- 
portunity to  ascertain  from  General  Meade,  and  others  of  your  divis- 
ion, the  particulars  of  this  hard-fought  field’’  had  been  presented  me,, 
since  which  time  my  official  engagements  have  more  than  ever  before 
absorbed  my  attention.  I only  regret  that  I could  not  relieve  your 
mind  earlier,  and  that  you  have  not  furnished  me  with  more  evidence 
that  I had  been  unkind  or  unjust  in  that  part  of  my  report  which  re- 
lates to  your  command  at  Glendale,  for  I had  already  assured  you  that 
it  was  my  conviction  that  you  had  been  completely  routed”  on  that 
field — not  so  much  from  the  reports  which  were  ma  de  me  by  the  offi- 
cers of  your-  command,  as  you  seem  to  convey  in  your  letter  of  the  13th, 
as  from  my  own  personal  observation.  These  only  helped  to  confirm 
me  in  the  opinion  I had  previously  formed,  from  the  falling  back  not  of 
‘‘stragglers”  or  the  parts  or  whole  of  “one  or  two”  regiments,  but,  I 
should  judge,  of  the  bulk  of  your  command,  in  a flying,  demoralized 
condition. 

The  objectionable  part  of  my  report  appears  to  be  that  which  alleges 
that  your  division  was  completely  routed,  and  yet  I will  venture  to 
assert  that  neither  General  Eeynolds,  Meade,  or  Seymour  will  ever 
say  that  such  was  not  the  fact.  Eeynolds,  since  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  lOtli  ultimo,  has  assured  me  that  such  was  the  case.  I have 
had  no  opportunity  to  converse  with  Meade  and  Seymour  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  do  not  doubt  that  if  that  specific  question  is  put  to  either  of 
them  they  will  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

In  the  extract  from  Meade’s  letter  furnished  me  he  seems  to  dwell  on 
the  fact  “that  if  the  whole  division  had  run  through  my  lines  our 
army  would  have  been  destroyed.”  I certainly  nowhere  in  my  report 
declared  that  they  did,  for  of  these  that  fled  to  the  rear  but  an  incon- 
siderable portion  crossed  my  line ; a much  greater  proportion  made 
their  escape  through  the  field  occupied  by  Sumner.  Generals  Sumner 
and  Sedgwick  are  good  authority  on  that  subject,  for  they  had  as  good 
an  opportunity  to  witness  it  as  myself. 

The  letter  of  Captain  Clark  is  no  less  irrelevant  to  the  point  at  issue, 
which  is  not  that  your  men  did  not  behave  well,  but  that  they  were 
“ completely  routed.”  In  announcing  that  fact  I did  not  impeach  their 
conduct,  for  of  that  I had  not  the  same  opportunity  to  know.  Troops 
can  be  whipped,  I take  it,  and  still  preserve  their  honor.  The  same 
remark  is  applicable  to  extracts  from  letters  of  other  officers  of  your 
division.  They  all  seem  to  mistake  the  point  at  issue.  To  arrive  at 
the  fact  it  would  be  much  more  conclusive  and  satisfactory  to  inquire 
of  each  whether  or  not  your  division  was  “ completely  routed”  on  that 
field.  Generals  Kearny,  Berry,  and  Eobinson  informed  me  that  such 
was  the  fact,  on  the  extreme  right.  The  two  latter  are  now  living  and 
can  testify  for  themselves.  If  any  further  doubt  is  felt  on  this  point  it 
would  be  well  to  refer  to  the  record  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on  young  Ean- 
dol,  commanding  battery. 

But  of  this — the  testimony  of  my  whole  division — that  of  Sedgwick’s 
and  Kearny’s — no  matter.  I assure  you,  general,  that  it  is  no  agreeable 
task  for  me  to  accumulate  proof  to  the  prejudice  of  any  companion  in 
arms,  and  I have  only  written  the  above  to  satisfy  you  that  I have  not 
been  unjust  or  untrue  in  my  report  of  this  battle.  The  crossing  of  my 
lines  by  your  men  filled  me  with  apprehension — the  approach  of  the 
rebels  none.  Justice  and  duty  required  that  it  should  be  placed  on 
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record  at  my  hands,  and  from  that  consideration  only  I made  mention  of 
your  command.  This  record  must  stand  as  it  is,  because  it  is  true  of 
yours  and  it  is  just  of  mine.  I shall  never  refer  to  it  again  except  in 
vindication  of  what  I have  stated. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing^  James  Biver^  F«.,  July  18,  1862. 

Captain  : After  withdrawing  from  Glendale  our  march  was  con- 
tinued to  the  Malvern  Hills  without  interruption,  and  about  10  o’clock 
a.  m.  my  division  was  established  in  line  of  battle  for  the  defense  of 
our  new  position.  Under  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  Grover’s 
brigade  was  strongly  posted  on  the  right,  Carr’s  on  his  left,  and  well 
sheltered.  Subsequently  Sickles’  brigade,  held  in  reserve,  was  posted 
in  rear  of  my  right,  protected  from  the  enemy’s  shots,  and  well  in  hand 
to  re-enforce  any  part  of  my  lines.  Osborn’s  and  Beam’s  batteries  occu- 
pied higher  ground,  where  they  could  reply  to  the  enemy’s  artillery, 
or  open  upon  his  columns  of  infantry  should  he  attempt  to  advance. 
Webber’s  and  Bramhall’s  batteries  were  located  in  rear  of  these,  and 
held  in  reserve. 

During  the  remaining  part  of  the  forenoon  a brisk  fire  was  kept  up 
between  the  artillery,  principally  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  without 
any  decided  effect,  as  far  as  could  be  discovered,  on  either  side,  the  dis- 
tance being  about  1,500  yards.  I regret,  however,  to  state  that  it  was 
in  this  artillery  skirmishing  that  the  gallant  chief  of  the  Fourth  Kew 
Jersey  Regiment  [Second  New  Jersey  Battery],  Captain  Beam,  fell 
from  a shell  which  pierced  his  body.  About  3 o’clock  this  firing  was 
xesumed  with  more  activity  in  the  direction  of  Kearny’s  left.  This 
exposed  the  rebel  batteries  to  an  enfilading  fire  from  my  position,  a 
direct  one  from  Kearny,  and  a diagonal  one  from  several  other  bat- 
teries, which  soon  resulted  in  driving  the  rebel  gunners  from  their 
pieces.  Prior  to  this  a heavy  column  of  infantry  had  been  seen  pass- 
ing to  my  right,  which  disappeared  behind  the  forests  in  my  front,  and 
were  not  heard  from  again  that  afternoon.  On  the  left  an  attack  was 
made  in  great  force,  and  the  battle  lasted  until  long  after  dark. 

About  half  an  hour  before  sunset  orders  were  sent  me  by  General 
Sumner*  to  dispatch  a brigade  of  my  command  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Porter,  and  immediately  General  Sickles’  brigade  moved  to 
that  point. 

For  a full  account  of  the  important  services  it  rendered  on  the  left 
I respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  the 
■corps  to  the  report  of  its  chief,  herewith  inclosed.  I will  especially 
invite  his  attention  to  that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the  bril- 
liant conduct  of  Colonel  Taylor’s  regiment,  the  Seventy-second  Kew 
York  Volunteers.  The  loss  sustained  by  that  regiment  is  the  truest 
index  of  its  services. 

The  First  and  Third  Brigades  were  not  engaged  during  the  day,  and 
remained  in  their  position  until  near  morning,  when  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  march  in  the  direction  of  Harrison’s  Landing. 


Sent  by  my  orders. — S.  P.  H. 
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I transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery 
commanders. 

I desire  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Capt.  John  S.  Godfrey,  the 
assistant  quartermaster  of  the  division,  for  his  zealous,  faithful,  and 
meritorious  services  in  the  performance  of  all  of  his  duties  from  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign. 

As  no  official  list  has  been  furnished  the  major-general  commanding 
the  corps  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  division  I have  the  honor  to 
command  since  the  1st  day  of  June  last,  I herewith  forward  it.*  The 
number,  as  will  be  seen,  is  847,  making  the  aggregate  of  my  loss  in  bat- 
tle since  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  the  Peninsula  2,589. 

And  in  this  connection  I may  be  permitted  to  add,  in  justice  and 
fidelity  to  the  living  and  the  dead,  that  the  brave  officers  and  men 
whose  honor  and  welfare  were  confided  to  my  care  have  uniformly 
slept  on  the  field  on  which  they  have  fought;  that  in  all  their  en- 
counters with  the  enemy,  whether  involving  the  whole  force  of  the 
division  or  down  to  an  affair  between  the  pickets,  they  have  inflicted 
heavier  blows  than  they  have  received,  and  under  all  their  toils,  hard- 
ships, and  privations  have  evinced  a cheerfulness,  obedience,  fortitude^ 
and  heroism  which  will  never  fail  to  command  the  gratitude,  reverence^ 
and  admiration  of  their  chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

Capt.  Ohauncey  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Third  Army  Corps, 


No.  37. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  MooTcer^s  division  from  June  2-24, 1862,  inclusive^ 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

2d  New  Hampshire 

4 

1 

5 

Ist  Massachusetts 

3 

3 

nth  Massachusetts 

1 

1 

16th  Massachusetts 

17 

30 

2 

32 

61 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  fith  "Rattery . 

1 

1 

2d  New  Yoni 

1 

7 

8 

Tlst  New  York 

1 

1 

1 

3 

72d  New  York 

2 

3 

5 

10 

73d  New  York 

2 

3 

11 

IG 

5th  New  Jersey 

5 

5 

8th  New  Jersey 

1 

1 

2 

26th  Pennsylvania 

5 

G 

Total 

2 

23 

2 

61 

2 

30 

120 

*Se0  No.  37  for  losses  from  June  2-24. 
revised  statement,  p.  26. 


The  losses  June  25- July  1 are  embodied  in 
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Beport  of  Gapt.  Thomas  W,  Osborn^  Battery  J),  First  New  York  Light 

Artillery^  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King'^s  School- House,  battle  of 

Savage  Station,  engagement  at  Malveryi  Cliff,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : In  reporting  the  part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  late 
engagements  before  Richmond,  and  in  the  march  from  the  position  of 
General  Hooker’s  division  at  the  intrenchments  to  the  bank  of  James 
Eiver  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  1 would  report  that  on  the  25th  of  Jnoe, 
General  Hooker’s  division  having  been  engaged  during  the  morning,  1 
was  ordered  up  about  3 p.  m.  in  front  of  the  redoubt,  taking  position  on 
the  right  of  the  road  and  500  yards  from  the  woods.  I commenced 
shelling  the  opposite  side  of  the  woods  to  protect  the  passage  of  Gen- 
erals Hooker’s  and  Kearny’s  troops  through  them,  giving  my  guns  4^^ 
and  up  to  elevation,  and  using  fuse  from  5"  to  1",  being  directed 
both  as  to  elevation  and  direction  by  the  lookout  in  the  tree  in  front  of 
our  center  redoubt.  We  threw  60  fuse  shell,  55  case-shot,  and  14  per- 
cussion shell.  We  used  the  ammunition  originally  prepared  for  the 
3-inch  wrought  iron  regulation  guns,  and  the  paper  fuses  worked  very 
indifferently,  but  the  percussion  well.  From  the  position  of  the  battery 
we  could  not  see  the  enemy,  but  the  lookout  reported  to  me  that  our 
shells  did  good  execution  on  the  column  of  the  enemy  as  they  were 
marching  down  the  road  from  the  direction  of  Richmond  toward  our 
forces. 

On  the  30th  [29th]  of  June,  about  6 a.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion behind  the  rear  line  of  intrenchments,  as  General  Hooker’s  division 
was  at  the  time  falling  back  from  the  front.  I placed  the  battery  300  yards 
from  the  road  on  the  right.  We  were  subject  during  the  engagement 
of  the  morning  to  the  shelling  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  but  as  neither 
the  enemy’s  artillery  nor  infantry  apjiroached  us  in  such  a manner  that 
we  could  employ  the  battery  without  endangering  General  Sumner’s 
corps  on  our  right,  I did  not  open  fire.  At  2.30  p.  m.  we  were  ordered 
to  fall  back.  Having  reached  the  corner  of  the  open  field  in  which  Sav- 
age Station  is,  I was  ordered,  together  with  Lieutenant  Kairn,  Fourth 
Kew  York  Battery,  by  General  Heintzelman,  to  report  to  General  Smith, 
near  the  station. 

At  4 p.  m.  General  Smith  moved  forward,  leaving  the  field,  and  we 
were  ordered  to  report  again  to  General  Hooker.  I then  learned  that 
General  Hooker  had  retired  from  the  left  of  the  rear  intrenchments  to 
the  left.  I rode  back  to  learn  whether  the  passage  was  clear,  but  just 
as  we  reached  the  intrenchments  they  were  being  occupied  by  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers.  I immediately  reported  this  to  General  Sumner 
on  the  field,  and  found  that  Lieutenant  Winslow  had  already  placed  the 
battery  in  an  admirable  i)osition,  200  yards  in  rear  of  a perpendicular 
line  from  Savage  Station  to  the  main  road  and  300  yards  from  the  road. 
I do  not  know  the  regiments  which  supported  the  battery,  only  that 
they  belonged  to  Sedgwick’s  division. 

At  5 p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  infantry  of  Sedgwick’s  divis- 
ion lying  near  this  battery  from  a battery  i)lanted  at  the  skirts  of  the 
woods  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  1,400  yards  from  us.  I directed 
the  fire  of  the  battery  on  it,  and  in  a few  minutes  silenced  it,  dismount- 
ing one  piece. 
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About  this  time  Captain  Pettit  (B),  First  ISTew  York  Artillery,  took 
position  on  our  left,  and  soon  after  a portion  of  another  battery  on  our 
right.  The  enemy  soon  showed  the  masses  of  his  infantry  near  where 
the  battery  had  been  in  position,  and  was  moving  to  the  right.  We 
opened  fire  and  drove  them  under  shelter  of  the  woods.  We  now 
learned  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  woods  by  our  skirmishers  to 
be  directly  in  front  of  us,  and  by  turning  the  fire  of  the  three  batteries 
on  their  masses,  held  them  at  bay  for  an  hour,  their  prisoners  affirming 
that  we  did  splendid  execution  among  them,  the  range  being  good  and 
the  shells  exploding  well.  A few  minutes  before  sunset  the  enemy 
opened  a battery  from  near  the  railroad  bridge,  in  rear  of  the  former 
site  of  General  Keyes’  headquarters.  This  was  silenced  in  a few  min- 
utes by  the  fire  of  the  three  batteries. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  sunset  the  infantry  of  the  two 
armies  became  engaged,  and  the  roar  of  musketry  was  incessant  and 
terrific  till  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  was  routed,  and  fled  before  our 
forces  at  least  a half  mile.  Our  infantry  made  charge  after  charge 
upon  the  enemy’s  front,  and  the  determined  shouts  and  huzzas  rang 
distinctly  above  the  roar  of  the  musketry.  I consider  the  whole  affair 
a splendid  and  magnificent  one.  The  enemy’s  troops  fought  bravely, 
but  our  own  surpassed  them  in  every  particular,  and  in  two  and  a half 
liours  from  their  first  api)earance  had  fought,  defeated,  and  driven  them 
from  the  field.  During  the  engagement  I fired  90  fuse  shell,  40  case 
shot,  and  11  percussion  shell. 

At  10  jL  m.  I was  ordered  to  move  to  the  rear,  and  at  1 in  the  mo^'n- 
ing  I crossed  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge.  In  the  morning  (July  1) 
[June  30J  I reported  to  General  Hooker  for  duty. 

July  1 [June  30],  having  been  ordered  by  General  Hooker  to  pass  on 
before  his  division  and  report  to  any  commanding  officer  at  the  front,  I 
proceeded  to  the  hill  on  which  the  battle  of  July  2 [1]  was  fought  and 
reported  to  General  Sykes,  but  he  not  having  a position  for  me,  I after- 
ward reported  to  General  Morell,  and  was  ordered  into  position  near  the 
large  white  house  which  the  general  occupied  that  evening  as  head- 
quarters. Captain  Bramhall’s  battery  (Sixth  NTew  York  Battery) 
occupied  my  right,  and  still  another  battery  at  Captain  Bramhall’s 
right. 

About  5 p.  m.  a battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  from  the 
woods  on  our  left  and  about  1,300  jmrds  distant.  General  Morell 
ordered  me  to  open  fire  on  it,  and  at  the  same  time  shell  the  woods  in 
its  vicinity.  I threw  50  shell  at  an  elevation  of  3^0  to  4Jo.  During 
the  firing  there  was  a heavy  explosion  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
enemy’s  battery,  resembling  the  explosion  of  a caisson,  upon  which 
the  enemy’s  firing  immediatel}’  ceased.  We  remained  in  this  position 
during  the  night.  While  in  this  position  we  were  supported  by  the 
Fifty-seventh  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers. 

July  2 [1],  at  G.30  in  the  morning,  I left  the  battery  in  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant Winslow,  to  search  for  and  report  to  yourself.  At  7 a.  m.  the 
enemy  appeared  in  large  force  on  the  main  road  on  our  front,  coming 
forward  rapidly,  driving  our  pickets  in,  and  yelling  desperately. 
General  Griffin  ordered  Lieutenant  Winslow  to  open  fire  ui)on  them, 
which  he  did,  firing  at  3^  elevation  fuse,  and  having  a most  admirable 
cross-fire  on  the  enemy  with  Captain  Bramhall’s  battery.  Lieutenant 
Winslow  and  Captain  Bramhall  fired  rapidly  and  their  ammunition 
worked  w^ell.  There  were  two  other  batteries  in  position,  but  were  not 
firing  so  rapidly.  The  enemy  retreated  under  the  artillery  fire  in  a 
very  few  minutes,  our  infantry  not  becoming  engaged. 
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Immediately  after  this  very  brief  engagement  the  battery  was  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Couch,  on  General  MorelFs  right,  and  before  com- 
ing into  position  was  again  ordered  to  report  to  General  Hooker,  on 
General  Couch’s  right.  These  orders  were  by  General  Heintzelman. 
From  this  last  position  we  participated  at  several  different  times  during 
the  day  in  assisting  in  driving  the  enemy’s  batteries  from  the  open 
field,  where  he  persisted  in  placing  them  at  short  intervals  during  the 
day.  They  were  about  1,500  yards  from  us  and  shelling  our  troops. 
During  the  very  severe  engagement  late  in  the  afternoon  I was  in  posi- 
tion too  far  to  the  right  to  bring  the  battery  to  bear  upon  the  enemy. 
That  day  I fired  55  fuse  shell,  20  case  shot,  and  4 percussion  sheil. 
The  firing  was  mainly  good,  excepting  that  4 shell  in  the  afternoon 
failed  to  take  the  rifling  of  the  piece,  and  revolving  rapidly  in  their 
flight  fell  one-third  of  the  distance  short  of  their  intended  destination. 
At  2 a.  m.  I was  ordered  to  fall  back  with  the  body  of  the  army,  and 
reached  camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing. 

It  is  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  none  of  my  officers  or 
men  were  injured  in  any  of  the  engagements.  I brought  the  battery 
through  complete,  and  only  suffered  in  the  loss  of  several  horses, 
brought  about  by  excessive  labor.  Also  the  personal  effects  of  many 
of  the  men. 

I am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  WAED  OSBOEN, 
Captain  Battery  D,  First  Few  York  Artillery. 

Captain  De  Eussy, 

Chief  of  Artillery^  Third  Corps j Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  3G 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  Cuvier  Grover^  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  engagements  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King^s  School-House,  and 
Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsonh 
Farm  {Frazierh  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Hooker’s  Division, 
Gamp  near  James  River,  Ya.,  July  8,  1862. 
Captain;  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  of  June  I re- 
ceived orders  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  front  of  our  intrenchments, 
near  Fair  Oaks,  and  to  take  up  a position  with  a view  to  advancing  our 
picket  line  and  await  further  orders.  The  length  of  front  assigned  to 
my  command  was  about  that  occupied  by  it  when  in  line  of  battle. 
Upon  this  line  I caused  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  the  First  and 
Eleventh  Massachusetts,  with  strong  supports,  and  detached  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  on  the  left  of  the  line  to  keep 
the  connection  with  General  Kearny’s  division  in  case  his  pickets  should 
not  advance  at  the  same  time.  The  Second  New  Hampshire,  the  Six- 
teenth Massachusetts,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania were  held  in  reserve  until  the  strong  points  of  the  enemy’s  po- 
sition should  be  developed  by  the  advancing  line. 

These  dispositions  being  made,  at  8.30  a.  m.  the  final  order  was 
received  to  advance,  and  our  line  moved  steadily  on,  meeting  with 
increased  and  varied  resistance  in  proportion  to  our  advance.  It  there- 
fore became  necessary  to  materially  strengthen  the  whole  line,  and  as 
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any  flank  movements  were  from  the  nature  of  tlie  ground  and  position 
of  the  enemy  hazardous,  it  became  necessary  to  suiiport  our  line 
pushing  forward  detachments  from  the  reserves  as  circumstances  and 
the  constant  and  changing  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  break  our  lines 
made  expedient.  Four  companies  of  the  Second  New  Hampshire  Vol- 
unteers were  ordered  to  the  support  of  the  right  of  the  First  Massachu- 
setts and  to  keep  the  connection  with  the  Excelsior  Brigade  on  our 
right,  which  connection  was  becoming  broken  by  the  more  rapid  ad- 
vance of  our  right,  and  six  companies  of  the  same  regiment  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  left  of  the  First  and  the  right  of  the  Eleventh,  the  latter 
regiment  gradually  closing  on  their  centers  to  strengthen  their  line  and 
fill  the  places  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Five  companies  of  the  Six- 
teenth Massachusetts,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meacham,  were  thrown 
forward  to  support  our  extreme  left,  which  was  becoming  very  much 
exposed,  as  the  division  on  that  flank  had  not  as  yet  commenced  the 
advance. 

Hardly  had  these  re-enforcements  got  in  place  when  I learned  that 
our  right  required  still  further  re -enforcements,  on  account  of  the  in- 
crease in  distance  between  it  and  the  left  of  the  Excelsior  Brigade. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  commanding  the 
Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania,  was  ordered  to  that  flank  with  the  remain- 
ing seven  companies  of  his  regiment,  with  orders  to  keep  up  the  con- 
nection and  to  use  whatever  portion  of  his  force  he  found  necessary  to 
accomplish  that  object.  Colonel  Wells  was  also  ordered  to  fill  a break 
in  the  line  between  the  left  of  the  First  Massachusetts  and  the  re-en- 
forcements from  the  Second  New  Hampshire,  which  he  did  with  two 
companies.  Failing  to  find  the  point  of  connection  with  the  left  of  the 
Excelsior  Brigade,  Colonel  Wells  advanced  three  of  his  companies  and 
covered  the  whole  ground  between  the  right  of  the  Second  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  Williamsburg  road.  This,  however,  was  only  a tempo- 
rary position,  and  these  companies  were  soon  returned  and  withdrawn,^ 
the  advance  of  the  Excelsior  Brigade  making  it  no  longer  necessary  to 
extend  farther  to  the  right  than  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Second 
New  Hampshire. 

During  all  this  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  advance  the 
contest  had  been  sharp  all  along  the  line,  varied  by  dashes  of  the  enemy 
to  break  our  front  at  different  points.  Every  attempt,  however,  was  a 
failure,  and  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  my  line  occupied  the  whole  ground  I 
was  ordered  to  take  and  hold,  with  considerable  ground  to  the  right 
and  left  of  it.  The  fighting  did  not,  however,  cease,  and  our  losses 
were  considerable  after  our  possession  of  the  ground.  I must  in  this 
connection  make  special  mention  of  Company  B,  Captain  Littlefield,,  of 
the  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  which  deployed  upon  a most 
exposed  position  in  advance  of  our  center,  and  did  signal  service  in 
clearing  the  front  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  who  had  made  them- 
selves especially  annoying.  I regret  to  say  that  in  this  gallant  service 
the  company  lost  2 killed  and  14  wounded,  1 mortally. 

General  Kearny’s  lines  having  advanced  in  the  afternoon  and  received 
the  support  of  the  five  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  no 
longer  necessary,  they  were  withdrawn  about  4 p.  m.  At  about  5 p. 
m.  I received  a request  from  General  Eobinson  to  send  him  a regiment 
as  a support  to  a battery  at  some  distance  from  my  left.  Though  I felt 
great  reluctance  in  sparing  my  only  remaining  reserve,  yet  thinking 
that  important  results  might  depend  upon  it.  Colonel  Wyman  was 
ordered  with  the  seven  remaining  companies  of  his  regiment  to  report 
to  General  Eobinson  for  that  service. 
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For  details  of  the  service  thus  rendered  I would  respectfully  refer  to 
the  inclosed  report  of  Colonel  Wyman. 

Soon  after  the  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  information  was  received 
from  the  left  that  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  advancing,  apparently 
with  a view  to  attack  our  position  on  that  flank.  Major  Henry,  of  the 
Fifth  NTew  Jersey  Volunteers,  having  his  regiment  in  position  in  the 
field  behind  my  right,  at  a request  from  me,  with  great  alacrity  re- 
enforced my  left,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  my  brigade,  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening,  was  relieved  by  a picket  from  General  Couch’s 
division.  Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  pickets  and  after  night 
had  closed  in  the  enemy  had  accumulated  a large  force  of  infantry, 
probably  two  brigades,  with  some  artillery,  in  our  front,  and  busied 
themselves  the  whole  evening  in  removing  tiieir  wounded,  leaving  the 
dead. 

About  9 p.  m.  the  enemy  formed  line  of  battle  and  marched  on  our 
lines,  delivered  one  fire,  which  was  returned  along  our  whole  lines, 
upon  which  he  retired.  After  the  establishment  of  the  pickets  upon 
the  new  line  I withdrew  my  brigade  into  the  trenches  and  guarded 
them  for  the  night.  Our  whole  loss  during  the  day  was  17  killed,  139 
wounded,  and  4 missing;  total,  160.  The  First  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers suffered  much  more  heavily  than  any  other  regiment. 

In  conclusion  I would  specially  recommend  all  of  the  regimental  com- 
manders— Colonels  Cowdin,  Marston,  Blaisdell,  Wyman,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel W ells — for  having  well  and  gallantly  performed  every  duty 
required  of  them,  and  would  refer  the  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  division  to  the  recommendation  which  they  make  in  their 
reports  as  deserving  notice. 

I would  also  make  special  mention  of  Captain  Hibbert,  Lieutenants 
Hubbard  and  Perkins,  of  my  staff,  as  having  done  their  duty  with  the 
greatest  efficiency,  both  on  the  field  and  off,  during  the  day.  I consider 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  whole  brigade  behaved  during  the  day 
with  most  admirable  steadiness,  as  usual. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  GEOVEE, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Capt.  Jos.  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Hooker’s  Division, 
Camp  near  James  River ^ Fh.,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  the  battle  before  Fair  Oaks, 
in  which  my  brigade  was  engaged,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  my  command 
remained  at  its  camp  in  that  vicinity  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
incident  or  movement  worthy  of  note  until  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
when,  pursuant  to  orders  duly  received,  my  brigade,  at  about  6 a.  m., 
withdrew  from  its  advanced  camp  and  took  up  a position  behind  the 
second  line  of  intrenchments,  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road, 
and  joining  on  its  right  the  left  of  General  Sumner’s  corps  Jarmee^ 
which  rested  upon  the  railroad.  In  this  position  we  waited  an  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Dispositions  were  made  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  by  the  ground,  and  a strong  picket  from  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts,  under  Major  Tripp,  was  thrown  out,  covering  the  vari- 
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ous  approaches  to  our  position.  The  euemy,  however,  did  uot  move 
upou  us  in  force,  but  directed  his  whole  attack  against  General  Sum- 
ner’s position  on  our  right,  only  throwing  occasionally  a few  shell  into 
the  woods  occupied  by  my  command.  Fortunately,  though  many 
shells  fell  within  our  limits,  no  one  was  killed,  and  but  2 men  of  the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  were  on  i)icket  duty,  were 
wounded. 

Early  in  the  day,  the  enem>’  having  been  repulsed  on  the  right  and 
not  appearing  in  front  of  our  position,  I received  an  order  to  fall  back 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Savage  Station,  and 
subsequently  to  take  a road  leading  across  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the 
James  Eiver.  At  about  9 o’clock  p.  m.,  having  crossed  the  swamp,  my 
brigade  encamped  not  far  from  Saint  Paul’s  Church,  and  early  in  the  day 
on  the  30th  took  up  a position  on  the  left  of  a direct  road  from  Eich- 
mond,  intersecting  our  line  of  march  to  the  James  Eiver  near  Saint 
Paul’s  Church.  Here  again,  under  the  instructions  of  the  general  com- 
manding division,  my  brigade  Avas  placed  in  a position  to  meet  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  flank  of  the  moving  army. 

About  3 o’clock  i:).  m.  the  enemy  moved  upon  General  McCall’s  lines 
in  our  front,  and  having  broken  them,  came  down  in  great  force  upon 
our  i^osition.  The  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  being  in  posi- 
tion across  and  on  the  immediate  left  of  the  road  along  which  the  ad- 
vance Avas  made,  received  and  repulsed  the  heaviest  and  most  persistent 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  break  the  lines.  The  Twenty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  on  the  left  of  the  Sixteenth,  were  not  hard  pressed, 
and  had  not  an  opportunity  to  deliver  its  whole  Are  upon  the  enemy. 
The  Eleventh  Massachusetts  was  thrown  upon  the  extreme  left  of  our 
diAusion  lines,  in  anticipation  of  an  attempt  to  turn  our  flank.  As  no 
such  attempt,  however,  was  made  in  force,  this  regiment  did  not  become 
engaged  during  the  day.  The  First  Massachusetts  and  Second  New 
Hampshire  occupied  a line  in  rear  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  and 
the  Twenty- sixth  PennsyHania  Volunteers,  but  the  steadiness  and  de- 
termination with  which  the  first  line  met  the  enemy,  not  only  checking 
his  advance,  but  causing  him  to  withdraw  from  this  portion  of  the 
field,  rendered  any  assistance  at  this  time  unnecessary  from  the  second 
line. 

It  had  now  become  nearly  sunset;  the  fury  of  the  battle  had  shifted 
to  the  right  of  our  position,  and  the  strength  of  the  enemy  was  evidently 
broken  in  our  front.  I was  ordered  with  the  First  Massachusetts  to  drive 
Avhat  there  remained  of  the  enemy  from  our  immediate  front.  That  gal- 
lant regiment,  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  rapidity,  advanced  to 
the  front,  driving  before  it  AvhateA^er  enemy  still  remained  upon  the 
ground,  and  advanced  to  the  crest  of  a hill  something  like  a quarter  of 
a mile  from  our  lines.  Ui^on  this  high  ground  the  smoke  of  the  battle 
had  settled  heaAuly  and  obscured  our  Anew ; still,  upon  advancing  in 
line,  the  left  of  a body  of  our  troops  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  could 
be  seen.  On  the  left,  somewhat  nearer  to  our  position,  a column  of 
infantry  Avas  moving  by  the  flank  to  the  right.  Their  colors  were 
furled,  and  they  wore  the  uniform  of  our  troops,  and  were  believed  to 
be  a regiment  from  the  left  of  the  Excelsior  Brigade,  moAung  to  re-en- 
force the  right  of  our  position.  Upon  approaching  nearer,  hoAvever, 
this  column  halted,  faced  to  its  right,  and  fired  a A^olley  upon  us. 
Fully  assured  still  that  it  Avas  one  of  our  own  regiments,  I ordered  the 
regiment  to  fall  back  under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  'without  return- 
ing the  fire.  Having  Avithdra\Am  my  men,  I returned  to  assure  myself 
of  tlie  facts  of  the  case,, and  rode  Avithin  about  100  yards  of  their  colors, 
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which  had  become  partially  loosened  from  the  staff.  It  was  a rebel  reg- 
iment, and  gave  me  a volley  as  soon  as  I was  observed. 

At  dark  a portion  of  my  brigade,  the  Second  New  Hampshire  and 
Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  re-enforced  the  line  on  our  right 
of  the  road,  where  the  fighting  did  not  cease  until  about  9.30  p.  m. 
These  regiments  did  not,  however,  come  into  action.  At  about  10.30 
p.  m.  the  latter  regiments  were  withdrawn  to  their  first  positions.  At 
about  4 a.  m.  on  the  1st  of  July  we  carefully  withdrew  our  thickets  and 
continued  our  march,  making  an  early  camp  at  Malvern  Hill.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2d  the  march  was  continued  to  James  Eiver  during  a 
heavy  rain  and  almost  impassable  roads.  Since  reaching  this  vicinity 
no  incident  worthy  of  notice  has  occurred. 

The  conduct  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  on  the  30th  was  highly 
distinguished.  Its  gallant  colonel  lost  his  life  and  its  lieutenant-colonel 
and  adjutant  were  wounded. 

The  First  Massachusetts  sustained  the  character  it  had  previously 
won.  It  lost  among  many  others  its  major. 

The  other  regiments,  the  Second  New  Hampshire,  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  and  the  Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania,  filled  well 
and  as  usual  the  positions  which  by  the  fortunes  of  the  day  fell  to  their 
lot.  I deem  it  suflicient  to  say  that  *the  regimental  commanders.  Col- 
onel Cowdin,  Colonel  Marston,  Colonel  Blaisdell,  Lieutenant- Colonel 
AVells,  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  commanding  the  Twenty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Major  Lamson,  commanding  Sixteenth  Massachusetts, 
after  the  fall  of  Colonel  Wyman  and  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Meacham,  filled  their  positions  unexceptionably  and  with  credit 
to  themselves.  For  cases  of  honorable  mention  within  their  commands 
I would  respectfully  refer  to  the  inclosed  reports. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff — Surg.  T.  B.  Eeed,  Captain  Hibbert, 
Lieutenants  Hubbard,  Brown,  and  Perkins — I am  especially  indebted 
for  their  faithful  and  efficient  services  in  their  respective  lines  of  duty 
during  the  time  covered  by  this  report. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GEOVEE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Hooherh  Division. 


No.  40. 

Reports  of  Col.  Robert  Cowdin,  First  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the  en- 
gagement at  Oak  Grove,  or  King^s  School-House,  and  battle  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson’s  Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm). 

Hdqrs.  First  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

Camp  Lincoln,  Ya.,  June  25,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  brigadier- general  commanding 
brigade  I this  morning  proceeded  with  my  command  from  camp  to  the 
front  and  thence  into  the  fallen  timber  and  deployed  my  regiment  as 
skirmishers,  the  right  toward  the  Eichmond  road  and  the  left  toward 
Kearny^s  right  flank,  and  moved  forward  my  line  of  skirmishers  to  the 
front,  throwing  a few  pickets  in  advance,  who  soon  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  the  regiment  continuing  to  move  forward,  driving  the 
enemy’s  pickets  back  to  their  reserves,  wlio  made  a firm  and  deter- 
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miued  resistance,  but  did  not  check  our  advance.  At  this  time  we  lost 
3 captains,  3 lieutenants,  and  a number  of  sergeants,  leaving  two  com- 
panies commanded  by  corporals. 

We  now  drove  the  reserve  from  their  position  through  the  bushes, 
across  the  open  field,  and  into  the  bushes  on  the  other  side  near  the 
rail  fence.  At  the  same  time  a large  force  of  infantry  was  seen  moving 
from  left  to  right,  when  I sent  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
for  re-enforcements.  Eight  companies  of  the  Second  New  Hampshire 
came  up  promptly  and  took  position,  six  on  my  right  and  two  on  my 
left.  Soon  after  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  with  the  Twenty-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Eegiment,  took  position  as  support  in  my  rear.  The 
services  of  only  two  companies  being  required,  the  remainder  was 
ordered  to  a new  position  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  bri- 
gade. Meanwhile,  my  line  being  established  according  to  previous  in- 
structions on  the  edge  of  the  bushes  and  being  continually  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy  from  the  bushes  and  trees  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
field,  we  kept  up  a well-directed  fire  upon  their  position.  We  continued 
to  hold  our  position  until  relieved  late  in  the  evening  by  the  Thirty- 
sixth  New  York  Regiment  and  Third  Maine,  the  instructions  of  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  having  been  fully  carried  out,  but  in 
doing  so  I met  with  quite  a severe  loss.  I annex  a list  of  casualties.* 

During  the  day  we  were  visited  several  times  by  the  brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding  brigade,  which  greatly  encouraged  the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  COWDIN, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Infantry* 

Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General . 


Hdqes.  First  Regt.  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
Near  James  River,  Va,,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I make  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Nelson^s  Farm,  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  by  the  First  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  my  command,  on  Monday,  June  30: 

The  enemy  in  overwhelming  numbers  attacked  a portion  of  our  lines 
held  by  General  McCalPs  division  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  our 
lines  and  completely  destroying  the  rear  of  our  army.  This,  it  seems, 
was  nearly  accomplished,  when  General  Hooker’s  division  was  ordered 
up  and  placed  in  such  a position  as  to  check  their  farther  advance,  and 
they  were  finally  repulsed  and  put  to  flight  with  great  slaughter. 
During  this  action  I was  ordered  to  charge  on  the  enemy  in  front  at 
considerable  distance,  which  1 did,  passing  over  a fence  across  a field 
and  through  the  woods,  the  rebels  falling  back  before  us ; we  still 
advanced  through  an  open  field.  Here  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle, 
when  a brigade  of  troops,  dressed  in  our  uniform  and  supposed  by  us 
to  be  our  own,  opened  a terrific  fire  on  our  front  and  left  tlank,  from 
which  fire  I lost  many  of  my  bravest  and  best  men. 

In  connection  with  this  movement  I cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise 
of  Majjor  Chandler,  Capts.  Clark  B.  Baldwin,  G.  Walker,  A.'  W.  Adams, 
and  First  Liehts.  George  E.  Henry  and  William  Sutherland,  who  as- 
sisted greatly  in  cheering  on  the  men.  During  this  encounter  Major 
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Chandler  and  Lieutenant  Sutherland  were  wounded  and  fell,  and  were 
probably  taken  prisoners. 

Dr.  Munroe,  my  assistant  surgeon,  was  untiring  in  his  zeal  in  attend- 
ing to  the  wounded  as  they  were  carried  to  the  rear.  The  officers  and 
men  behaved  with  great  courage  and  bravery  during  the  whole  time. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties  in  this  engagement:  Killed,  4; 
wounded,  30  j missing,  28. 

The  commanders  of  companies  report  their  men  as  acting  with  great 
bravery  and  doing  their  duty  faithfully. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  COWDIK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
William  Schouler,  Adjutant- General,  Massachusetts, 


Ko.  41. 

Report  of  Col,  William  Blaisdell,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oalc  Grove,  or  Kingh  School-Mouse, 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Re^t.  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
Camp  at  Fair  Oahs,  Va,,  June  26,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  I 
was  at  7 o’clock  ordered  to  take  a jjosition  in  line  of  battle  on  our 
l>icket  line  and  to  deploy  as  skirmishers.  I proceeded  according  to 
orders  and  deployed  one-half  of  each  company  as  skirmishers,  holding 
the  other  half  in  reserve,  and  at  once  advanced  and  started  my  line  of 
skirmishers  through  the  fallen  timber,  and  immediately  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  reserves,  moving  cautiously  and  steadily, 
killing  and  driving  the  enemy  before  us  to  the  open  held,  there  forming 
a line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, and  held  that  position  until  relieved  by  the  One  hundred  and 
hrst  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  at  2 o’clock  this  morning. 

In  skirmishing  through  the  woods  my  regiment  kept  up  communica- 
tion with  the  regiment  on  our  right  and  arrived  at  the  open  held  at  the 
same  time.  The  bring  of  my  skirmishers  in  passing  through  the  woods 
was  very  heavy  and  continuous,  and  yet  I am  most  happy  to  state  that 
the  casualties  in  the  regiment  were  very  small  comparatively,  having 
no  one  killed  and  only  one  man  supposed  to-be  mortally  wounded. 

The  officers  and  men  all  behaved  coolly  and  bravely.  To  single  out 
any  particular  one  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  others,  where  all  be- 
haved so  well.  I was  well  supported  by  my  held  and  staff  officers — Maj. 
Porter  D.  Tripp  and  Adjutant  Currier.  Surgeon  Foye  and  his  assist- 
ant, Alfred  G.  Williams,  were  employed  all  day  most  assiduously  in 
caring  for  the  wounded  of  our  own  and  other  regiments. 

Herewith  annexed  is  a list  of  the  wounded  of  this  regiment,  and  I 
am  most  thankful  for  the  almost  miraculous  escape  of  my  men  from 
being  injured  by  the  very  heavy  and  continuous  hre  of  the  enemy.* 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLAISDELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Hooher^s  Division. 


* See  return,  p.  37. 
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Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Tileston^  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Infantry^ 
of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battle  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelson^ s Farm  (Frazierh  Farm). 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

July  5,  1862. 

Captain  : In  reply  to  circular  of  this  date  I would  state  that  the 
regiment  was  engaged  in  the  action  near  Seven  Pines  on  Sunday,  the 
29th  day  of  June.  The  casualties  were  2 men  wounded.  The  regiment 
was  also  engaged  in  the  action  near  Saint  PauPs  Church  June  30,  but 
met  with  no  loss.  A report  of  the  action  of  June  25  has  been  already 
forwarded. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  TILESTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


N'o.  43. 

Beport  of  Col.  Poicell  T.  Wyman,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 
the  engagement  at  Oalc  Grove,  or  King^s  School-House. 

Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

June  26,  isfe. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment 
in  the  fight  of  yesterday. 

On  taking  the  field  in  the  morning  my  regiment  was  held  in  reserve 
by  the  general,  and  so  placed  as  to  repel  any  attack  from  the  enemy  on 
the  left  intended  to  cut  off  the  advancing  line  of  our  regiments.  Five 
companies  of  the  regiment  were  detached  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Meacham  about  8.30  o’clock  a.  m.  to  support  the  left  of  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts,  they  being  seriously  threatened  by  the  enemy.  These 
companies  remained  on  this  duty  until  almost  4 in  the  afternoon,  when 
they  were  recalled.  About  3 o’clock  I was  ordered  to  support  the 
right  of  the  First  Brigade  with  these  companies,  and  conducted  them 
myself.  I was  relieved  in  command  of  them  by  Major  Lamson  about  4 
p.  m.  I took  command  of  the  remaining  seven  companies,  then  held 
in  reserve. 

About  5 p.  m.  I received  orders  to  march  to  the  left  and  report  to 
General  Eobinson  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  supporting  a light  bat- 
tery. On  reporting  I was  directed  to  put  my  regiment  in  the  edge  of 
some  woods  to  ward  off  any  attack  from  the  enemy  coming  from  the 
left,  the  enemy  being  supposed  to  be  in  strong  force  there.  My  right 
flank,  therefore,  rested  toward  what  may  be  considered  the  front  of 
the  enemy’s  lines.  The  battery  having  performed  the  service  required 
of  it  was  now  withdrawn,  but  I was  still  left  in  the  same  position,  with 
no  orders  to  return.  The  enemy  was  soon  reported  as  advancing  in 
strong  force  upon  my  right  flank  through  the  woods.  The  pickets  of 
our  troops,  which  were  in  front  of  me,  were  rapidly  retiring  toward 
their  left  without  firing.  I took  measures  to  attempt  to  withdraw  my 


128 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXTET. 


regiment  in  good  order  from  their  exposed  position,  and  though  in  the 
outset  there  was  a little  confusion,  the  men  were  rallied  and  advanced 
to  the  support  of  their  comrades  on  the  right  flank,  then  seriously 
threatened. 

At  this  moment  there  appeared  to  be  a general  movement  of  the 
enemy  along  the  front,  and  the  troops  of  Eobinson^s  brigade  began  to 
retire  along  the  whole  of  their  front.  With  some  of  my  companies  I 
then  crossed  an  open  space  between  the  right  and  left  of  that  front, 
with  intention  of  endeavoring  to  rally  these  broken  troops.  But  the 
tide  was  too  strong,  and  my  own  men  were  soon  retiring  with  them  to 
the  cover  of  the  woods,  when  again  a stand  (and  a permanent  one)  was 
made.  My  regiment  in  the  melee  had  become  divided  into  two  por- 
tions, one  of  which,  under  the  lieutenant-colonel,  reached  their  own 
brigade  some  time  before  I was  enabled  to  do  so.  The  regiment  was 
reunited  on  its  own  brigade  grounds  of  the  morning  about  8 p.  m. 

It  being  impossible  for  me  to  see  the  whole  regiment  during  the 
period  of  this  tight,  there  were  doubtless  many  instances  of  good  be- 
havior on  the  part  of  officers  and  men  which  did  not  come  under  my 
personal  observation.  Of  those  which  did  I desire  to  mention  particu- 
larly the  behavior  of  Captain  Wiley,  Adjutant  Merriam,  and  First 
Lieutenant  Amory  as  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  The  ener- 
getic exertions  of  the  adjutant  and  his  constant  presence  wherever 
most  needed  are  deserving  of  more  than  a passing  notice. 

The  casualties  of  yesterday  in  the  regiment  are  3 killed,  4 missing, 
and  22  wounded.  Of  the  wounded  one  was  a commissioned  officer. 
Second  Lieut.  Oassander  Flagg,  who  was  slightly  hurt  in  the  shoulder 
in  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  T.  WYMAN, 
Colonel  Sixteenth  Massachusetts, 

Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen,,  First  Brigade,  Sooher^s  Division, 


No.  44. 

Report  of  Maj.  Daniel  S,  Lamson,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Infamtry,  of 
the  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsonh  Farm  {Frazier^ s Farm), 

Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Eegt.  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

In  Camp,  James  River,  Ya,,  July  5,  1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  the  circular  from  headquarters  of  this 
date  I will  proceed  to  relate  the  position  and  actions  in  which  this  regi- 
ment participated  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  rendered.  The 
action  of  the  25th  June  has  been  reported  by  the  late  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  P.  T.  Wyman. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  in  connection  with  the  brigade,  we  took  up  our 
line  of  march  to  the  rear,  first  covering  the  retreat  of  our  picket  line  in 
front  of  our  position  at  Fair  Oaks.  Upon  reaching  the  first  parallel  of 
defense  in  rear  of  our  late  advauce  it  became  necessary  to  cover  the 
artillery  and  baggage  train  against  a threatened  attack  of  the  advancing 
enemy,  and  the  Sixteenth  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  com- 
manding the  approaches  to  the  line  of  the  woods,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
railroad.  The  march  was  resumed,  however,  without  an  engagement, 
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and  at  niglit  tlie  brigade  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak 
Swainj). 

On  JMoiiday,  June  30,  we  took  up  our  position  in  front  of  Charles 
City  Court-House,  covering  the  road  and  the  left  of  the  army  in  connec- 
tion with  the  other  regiments  of  our  brigade.  At  this  post  we  were 
engaged  in  liot  contest  with  the  enemy  from  2 o’clock  p.  in.  till  after 
sunset,  but  maintained  throughout  the  afternoon  the  position  assigned 
to  us  from  the  first.  During  a sortie  of  the  enemy  in  force  upon  the 
road  the  right  wing  of  my  regiment  suffered  considerably,  but  they 
were  successful  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  accomplishing  his  pur- 
l)0se,  which  was  to  break  the  left  wing  of  our  army  and  thus  cut  off* 
the  retreat  of  the  army  to  the  James  Kiver.  At  this  ])oint  of  defense 
Col.  P.  T.  Wyman  was  killed  by  a ball  in  the  heart  while  encouraging 
his  men  to  defend  at  all  hazards  this  all-important  ])oiiit. 

Adjutant  and  First  Lieut.  Waldo  Merriam  is  worthy  of  mention  for 
his  courage  at  this  trying  moment.  He  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
throat.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meacham  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left 
arm  at  the  same  time.  The  horses  of  both  the  colonel  and  adjutant 
were  shot  under  them. 

Company  H,  Cajit.  Gardner  Banks,  was  posted  immediately  upon  this 
road,  and  the  entire  company  performed  their  duty  with  credit  to  them- 
selves and  their  regiment.  Company  C,  Captain  King,  at  a house  and 
fence  in  advance  of  our  Line,  were  exposed  to  an  uninterrupted  fire  of 
shell  and  ball  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  engagement.  When 
ordered  to  rally  on  the  regiment  their  coolness  and  good  conduct 
called  forth  the  attention  and  congratulations  of  Colonel  Wyman. 
When  the  attack  was  made  on  the  road  above  alluded  to  the  lett  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  were  enabled  to  play  a flank  fire  througli  the 
ravine  on  the  left,  which  in  my  opinion  in  no  little  served  to  check  the 
enemy.  I annex  herewith  a list  of  the  names  of  those  reported  by  their 
ca])tains  as  worthy  of  special  mention,  and  also  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.* 

On  Tuesdajy  July  1,  we  reached  the  heights  above  James  Kiver, 
and  were  posted  during  the  engagement  of  that  day  upon  the  left  rear 
think  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  shelling 
were  not  engaged  throughout  the  day. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  LAMSON, 

Major ^ Commanding  Regiment, 

Captain  Hibbert,  A.  D.  C., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Headquarters  in  the  Field. 


Ko.  45. 

Reports  of  Col.  Gilman  MarstoUj  Second  New  Hampshire  Infautrg^  of  the 
engagement  at  Oah  Grove.,  or  King^s  School-House.,  and  battle  of  Glen- 
dale, or  Nelsoii^s  Farm  {Frazier^s  Farm). 


Hdqrs.  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Fair  Oahs,  Va.,  June,  1802. 

In  com])liance  with  orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  brigade  1 marched  my  regiment  at  7 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 

* Eml)0<li(Ml  in  revised  statement,  p.  26. 
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25tli  iustaut  to  the  front  of  the  redoubt  at  Fair  Oaks.  At 8.30  o’clock, 
agreeably  to  further  orders,  I sent  four  companies,  under  command  of 
Major  Stevens,  to  support  the  left  of  the  First  llegiment  of  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  who  had  a few  moments  previously  advanced  intothc? 
fallen  timber  in  front  toward  the  enemy’s  lines.  At  tifteen  minutes^ 
before  9 o’clock  I advanced  with  four  companies  from  the  right  wing-  of 
my  regiment  to  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Massacbusetts,  whicli  had 
now  become  engaged  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  Advancing: 
through  the  fallen  timber  and  into  a swamp  covered  witli  a dense  growtli 
of  bushes  I came  upon  four  companies  of  the  First  Alassacliusetts  aiuR 
formed  upon  their  right. 

The  lire  to  the  left  and  in  front  was  now  quite  severe,  and  the  shots 
of  the  enemy  fell  thickly  in  our  ranks.  Sending  messengers  to  the 
front  and  left  I soon  ascertained  the  position  of  the  remainder  of  the 
First  Massachusetts,  and  then,  with  the  detachment  from  my  own 
regiment  and  the  four  companies  of  the  First  Alassachusetts  before 
mentioned,  quickly  advanced  and  foinned  a connection  with  tlieir 
right.  Major  Stevens  formed  his  detachment  on  the  left  of  the  First 
Massachusetts,  and  at  the  request  of  Major  Chandler  dei)loyed  Com- 
pany B,  armed  with  Sharp’s  rifles,  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  that  regi- 
ment. 

The  whole  line  then  rapidly  advanced  through  the  fallen  timber  and 
underbrush  and  over  the  swampy  ground  on  the  right,  the  enemy  re- 
tiring, but  all  the  while  keeping  up  a sharp  fire  in  front  and  from  the 
timber  on  the  left,  which  was  returned  with  spirit  and  good  effect  along 
the  whole  line.  As  we  approached  the  margin  of  the  wood  the  enemy 
were  seen  in  considerable  force  flying  in  confusion  across  the  open  field 
in  front.  Several  well-directed  volleys  were  tired  into  (he  retreating 
foe  before  he  could  cross  the  open  ground  into  the  woods  beyond.  Offi- 
cers and  men  were  anxious  to  follow  the  retreating  enemy,  but  the 
general  commanding  the  brigade  ordered  that  no  farther  advance  be 
made,  but  to  hold  the  line  we  then  occupied  at  all  hazards. 

I should  have  mentioned  that  soon  after  I advanced’with  four  com- 
panies from  the  right  of  my  regiment  the  two  remaining  companies 
were  ordered  to  join  on  the  left  and  be.  detached  under  Major  Stevens, 
which  thej^  did.  The  line  thus  formed  on  the  margin  of  the  wood  we 
occupied  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  being  continually  annoyed 
by  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  stationed  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of 
our  line.  A portion  of  Company  B was  dei)loyed  as  skirmishers,  and  did 
good  execution  upon  the  enemy  lurking  in  the  woods  in  that  vicinity. 

During  the  afternoon  we  were  much  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  some 
pieces  of  our  own  artillery  to  the  right  of  us,  many  shots  from  which 
fell  very  near  us  and  some  in  our  own  ranks.  Toward  night  the 
enemy  brought  down  some  pieces  of  artillery  immediately  in  front  of 
our  line,  but  concealed  from  view  by  a narrow  belt  of  bushes  beyond 
the  open  ground,  but  the  fire  being  directed  to  the  right,  Ave  did  not 
suffer  therefrom.  About  9.30  o’clock  the  four  companies  from  my  right 
Aving  Avere  relie\"ed  and  marched  back  to  the  redoubt  at  Fair  Oaks, 
and  about  11.30  o’clock  the  six  companies  on  the  left  of  the  First  JMas- 
sachusetts  Avere  also  relieA^ed,  and  just  as  they  Avere  about  to  march 
back  to  the  redoubt  the  enemy  came  out  into  the  open  field  in  front  and 
there  forming  in  line  fired  one  \mlley  without  mucli  effect,  Avhich  being 
returned  by  a fire  along  our  Avhole  line  Avas  not  reiieated.  Major  Ste- 
vens then  marched  his  detachment  back  to  the  redoubt,  a\  here  my  regi- 
ment remained  in  the  trenches  until  8 o’clock  the  next  morning,  when 
Ave  Avere  relieved,  and  the  regiment  marched  into  camp. 
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1 should  have  remarked  that  after  fighting  all  day  and  standing  in 
the  trenches  the  following  night  about  100  men  were  detailed  from  my 
regiment  at  5 o’clock  in  the  morning  to  fell  timber  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  until  8 o’clock  a.  m. 

During  the  operations  of  the  25th  the  detachment  under  Major  Ste- 
vens was  handled  judiciously  and  eflectively  by  that  officer.  It  is  but 
simple  justice  to  the  regiment  to  say  that  all  the  officers  and  the  mer, 
with  but  very  few  exceptions,  acquitted  themselves  admirably.  They 
were  confident,  brave,  and  obedient  to  orders. 

Adjutant  Lawrence  is  deserving  of  commendation,  not  only  for  his 
activity  and  efficiency  on  the  25th  instant,  but  also  for  the  promptness 
with  which  he  performs  all  his  duties;  also  Sergeant-Major  Moore,  a 
brave  man  and  a good  soldier.  He  brought  down  2 lebel  sharpshooters 
from  the  trees  where  they  were  concealed  and  was  himself  severely 
wounded  in  the  hand.  I wish  particularly  to  call  attention  to  Surgeon 
Merron.  1 believe  there  is  no  one  in  the  medical  corps  who  performs 
his  duties  more  faithfully  or  more  skillfully  than  this  officer.  Where 
almost  every  man  performed  his  part  well  and  according  to  the  best 
of  Ids  ability  it  might  be  considered  invidious  to  mention  particular 
cases  of  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  which  otherwise  I should  be  glad 
to  do. 

The  casualties  in  my  regiment  on  the  25th  instant  were  4 killed  and 
32  wounded,  4 mortally.*  Of  these  17  occurred  in  Company  B. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILMAN  MABSTON, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  Neio  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Second  Eeoiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Harriso}ds  Landing.,  Fu.,  July  10,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo  this  regiment  marclied  with  the 
First  Brigade,  Hooker’s  division,  from  Fair  Oaks,  and  after  awaiting 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  some  2 miles  from  that  place  on  the  road 
toward  Savage  Station  until  past  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  again  marched  toward 
White  Oak  Swamp,  crossing  the  same  at  sunset,  and  camped  near 
Saint  Paul’s  Ohurcli. 

About  9 o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  regiment  was  posted  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  past  said  church,  and 
there  remained  until  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  Avhen  by  order  of  the  briga- 
dier-general commanding  the  brigade  I moved  the  regiment  rapidly  to 
the  right  about  half  a mile  to  the  support  of  De  Eussy’s  battery,  wliich 
was  then  hotlj"  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  Before  reach- 
ing the  battery  I was  ordered  to  return  to  the  ground  originally  occu- 
pied,  the  enemy  having  made  a very  determined  attack  in  front  and  to 
tlie  right  of  that  position.  Thence  1 was  immediately  ordered  forward 
and  formed  line  of  battle  at  the  base  of  a slight  ridge  of  land  beyond 
which  the  enemy  were  in  force,  thence  forward  to  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  then  by  the  right  flank  into  a wood  on  the  same  elevation,  then 
farther  to  the  right  into  an  open  field,  where  we  remained  until  9 o’clock 
p.  m.,  momentarily  expecting  an  attack  at  that  point,  the  enemy  being 
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iit  this  time  in  I'orcc  beyond  a narrow  belt  of  wood  in  front  of  us.  We 
were  snbsecpiently  moved  to  the  left,  to  the  position  we  had  before 
oeenpied,  on  the  crest  of  the  rising  ground  in  the  wood,  throwing  one 
coni])auy  forward  to  o])serve  the  enemy.  Soon  after  the  regiment  was 
moved  farther  to  the  left  and  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachu 
setts  Itegiment,  and  this  position  we  continued  to  occupy  until  dawn, 
Avhen  the  wliole  brigade  marched  toward  the  James  River. 

Although  my  regiment  occupied  so  many  positions  upon  the  held  of 
batth*,  during  tlie  day,  and  all  the  while  within  long  musket-range  of 
tlie  (memy,  it  did  not  become  actually  engaged.  We  were  never  in 
position  to  return  effectively  the  hre  of  the  enemy,  which  reached  us 
Irom  a distance  until  as  late  as  9 o’clock  p.  m.  I have  never  seen  the 
men  of  my  regiment  so  eager  for  a tight  as  on  that  day.  Every  indi- 
vidual man  seemed  anxious  to  come  to  close  quarters  with  the  foe  and 
to  strike  telling  blows  for  the  great  cause  in  which  they  had  volun- 
tarily engaged  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

None  were  killed  upon  the  held.  Capts.  Edward  L.  Bailey  and  Sam- 
uel r.  Sayles  were  slightly  wounded,  qs  also  were  Privates  William  A. 
Hey  wood  and  John  W.  iJarmond,  of  Company  A;  Joseph  Tallin  and 
James  M.  Wiggiii,  ot  Comi)aiiy  H;  James  Mayhew,  Company  F;  James 
M.  Wellman,  Com]'any  (t;  Abiel  W.  Colgan  and  George  H.  Thyng, 
Company  E,  and  John  H Bieeze,  of  the  same  com])any,  mortally. 

I have  the. honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILMAN  MARSTON, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  Neiv  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Joseph  Hibberj',  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4G. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  J>.  Wells.  First  Massachusetts  Infantry., 
commanding  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the  engagement  at 
Oak  Gro  ve,  or  KUufs  School- Ho  use,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Relson^s 
Farm  {FraziePs  Farm). 

Udqks.  20th  Regt.  Pa.  Vols.,  1st  Brig.,  Hooker’s  Div., 
Camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  20,  1802. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  re])ort  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  I 
was  ordered  to  detach  four  companies,  under  Captain  Moffett,  to  re- 
enforce the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  I was  ordered  with 
the  remaining  companies  to  the  front  to  sn[)port  the  First  Massachu- 
setts, then  heavily  engaged.  While  performing  this  duty  I ascertained 
that  our  line  there  Iiad  no  connection  with  the  riglit  and  that  its  con- 
nection with  its  left  was  very  weak.  1 so  reported,  and  was  ordered 
to  Jiiake  the  connection  on  both  flanks.  I threw  two  comiianies  be- 
tween the  right  and  left  wings  of  the  First  Massachusetts  on  the  left 
and  extended  the  remaining  three  companies  from  the  Second  New 
Hampshire  to  the  Williamsburg  road. 

Soon  after  this  Sickles’  brigade  e-ame  forward  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  I conceidrated  my  companies  on  the  right  of  the  Second  New 
Hampshire,  my  right  connecting  with  Sickles’  left.  The  First  Brigade 
now  formed  a continuous  line  of  battle,  holding  the  extreme  advance 
ordered  in  the  morning,  and  extending  from  Sickles’  on  the  right  to 
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Kearny’s  on  tlie  left.  I received  from  General  Hooker  an  ord(‘r  to  push 
the  line  forward  on  tlie  Williamsburg’  road,  but  as  my  command  did  not 
extend  to  that  point  was  unable  to  com])ly.  Soon  after  three  regiments 
of  Palmer’s  brigade  formed  a l.ne  in  front  of  the  New  York  regiments. 
As  this  line  overlapped  my  three  companies  I withdrew  them,  placing 
the  left  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  in  the  i)recise  xmsition  I had 
occui)ied. 

I was  then  ordered  to  take  my  three  companies  and  join  the  force 
first  sent  to  the  left.  I found  that  it  needed  only  two  companies  to 
establish  a sufficient  line  between  Blaisdell’s  left  and  Kearny’s  right, 
and  1 held  the  five  companies  remaining  as  a sup])ort  to  hold  a wood 
road  in  which  my  left  rested.  Unable  to  ascertain  where  this  road  led 
to,  I sent  a scouting  party  up  it  to  find  out.  They  soon  came  upon  an 
open  space,  in  which  the  enemy  was  forming  a line  of  three  regiments 
for  an  attack.  Supposing  this  to  be  intended  for  our  position  1 sent 
to  say  so,  and  that  if  made  we  should  need  help  upon  that  road.  The 
attack  was  made,  however,  upon  Kearny’s  line,  farther  to  the  left.  The 
enemy  broke  through,  and  we  heard  them  sweeping  by  our  left  flank 
and  to  our  rear.  The  Seventh  New  Jersey  coming  we  formed  a strong 
line  of  battle,  and  with  them  and  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
I waited.  General  Kearny  soon  appeared  on  the  left  Vith  re-enforce- 
ments, driving  the  enemy  before  him,  and  we  held  the  line  until  re- 
lieved. 

Officers  and  men  were  all  that  could  be  desired — steady  and  courage- 
ous. ^Adjutant  Hall  left  a sick  bed  to  (*ome  to  tlu^  front  when  he  heard 
we  were  engaged. 

My  list  of  casualties — 1 killed  and  10  wounded — has  already  been 
sent  in. 

1 am,  captain,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdff.  Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania  Vols, 

(■a])t.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


TTdqrs.  Twenty  sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  James  River ^ July  4,  1862. 

Captain:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  June  29  this  regiment 
broke  cam])  at  Pair  Oaks,  marcheil  to  the  second  line  of  intrenchments, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  intrenchments  in  the  woods; 
w(‘re  exposed  to  artillery  fiici  without  casualty  for  some  hours;  then 
mai'ched  through  White  Oak  Swamp.  June  30  were  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  on  tite  left  of  the  Quaker  road.  McCall,  who  was  in  front, 
became  engag(‘d  about  3 o’clock.  The  engagement  was  progressing 
with  considmabh*,  vigor,  and  McCall  seemed  to  be  holding  his  own,  when 
suddenly  he  g.we  way,  and  the  attack  tell  upon  our  own  lines.  Owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground  1 could  bring  the  fire  of  but  one  com])any 
to  bear  u])on  the  enemy,  who  struck  our  lines  some  rods  to  the  right  of 
my  position.  This  comiiany  delivered  a rapid  and  telling  fire,  which 
was  returned,  but  the  leturn  fire  ail  went  over.  The  enemy  was  soon 
beaten  back  from  that  point,  find  the  battle  raged  farther  along  the 
light. 

I was  then  oj-dered  by  (bmeral  Hooker  to  take  my  regiment  out  of 
line  and  clear  the  open  s])ace  between  the  wood  held  by  the  enemy  and 
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that  held  by  iis.  T did  so,  cliar^iii!^’  through  for  about  a (juarter  of  a 
mile,  and  covering  and  holding  the  entire  open  si)ace,  clearing  it  of  the 
enemy  so  far  as  I could  see..  The  men  charged  with  great  cheering  and 
shouting  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  us  from  20  to  30  prisoners,  who 
were  extracted  from  ditches  and  Other  places  of  concealment.  The 
smoke  of  battle  and  the  coming  night  making  it  very  dark,  and  my  left 
flank  extending  toward  and  nearly  reaching  the  enemy\s  wood,  I fded 
my  men  into  the  front  edge  of  our  wood  in  such  ])osition  as  to  cover  the 
entire  open  S])ace  on  our  front.  From  this  i)oint  I was  withdrawn  and 
posted  to  support  a portion  of  Sumner’s  corps.  The  next  morning  we 
went  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  were  posted  on  the  right  dire(!tly  before  one 
of  our  batteries,  which  was  firing  over  us  most  of  the  day.  The  next 
day  reached  Harrison’s  Landing. 

(Jasnalties:  13  wounded,  12  missing,  5 prisoners. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Conidg.  Twenty-sixth  Fennsylvanm  VoJs. 

Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  47. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  JJaniel  E.  Sicldes,  U.  Army.,  com  manding  Second 
Brigade,  of  the  engagements  at  Oah  Grove,  or  Kbafs  School-Ilou.se.,  and 
Peach  Orchard^  or  Alleids  Farm.,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  XelsoEs 
Farm  (FrazieSs  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqks.  Excelsior  Brig.,  Second  (Hooker’s)  Division, 

July  7,  1802. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  sunrise  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th  ultimo  I was  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  division  to  report  with  my  command  at  tlie  advanced  line  of  defenses 
on  the  Williamsburg  road.  In  obedience  to  orders  received  soon  after 
reaching  the  earthworks,  at  8 o’clock  a.  m.  I formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  in  front  of  the  works  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  and  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  Williamsbui  g road.  My  right  wing  (Second  and 
Fourth  Regiments)  rested  on  the  left  of  Genm'al  Sumner’s  line.  My  left 
wing  comprised  the  Third,  First,  and  Fifth  Regiments,  tlie  right  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment  resting  on  the  road,  and  my  lelt  flank  regiinent  (Colonel 
Taylor’s)  supported  by  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade*.  Seven  com})anies 
of  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  through  the  fallen  timber  about 
300  yards,  and  were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  pickets. 

In  this  order  of  battle  the  two  brigades  advanced  through  tlie  woods 
in  a line  jierpendicular  to  the  road.  Owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty 
which  my  left  encountered  in  penetrating  the  abatis  as  we  entered  tin* 
woods  I was  unable  to  keep  in  line  with  the  First  Brigade,  and  could 
not  move  my  right,  which  was  unimpeded  and  somev  hat  in  advance, 
until  the  left  had  gained  sufticient  ground  to  align  with  the  right  wing. 
Colonel  Graham,  immediatelj^  on  the  left  of  the  road,  soon  re})orted  to 
me  that  half  of  his  men  were  struggling  through  a swam})  nearly  u[)  to 
their  waists  in  water  and  miuL  I withdrew  liiia  from  the  fallen  timber, 
and  directed  him  to  move  along  tin*  road  by  the  flank  and  then  by  file 
into  line  parallel  with  the  right.  We  then  advanced  in  line  of  battle 
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tlirongii  a dense  undergrowth  and  lieavy  timber  toward  the  open  ground 
beyond  the  woods.  My  skirmishers,  having  driven  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets,  soon  encountered  their  supports  and  reserves  and  some  re-en- 
tbrcements  moving  rapidly  into  position  to  resist  our  advance. 

Pressing  my  line  forward  briskly,  the  skirmishers  falling  back  in 
order  upon  their  sui)poi  ts,  the  tire  became  general  and  sustained  along 
the  line.  The  resistance  of  the  enemy,  although  stubborn,  sensibly 
diminished  until  Vv^e  reached  the  clearing  on  the  left  of  the  wood  and 
approached  the  open  ground  beyond  the  woods  on  the  right.  Here  we 
encountered  their  re-enforcements,  when  a brisk  engagement  resulted  in 
driving  the  enemy  back  beyond  the  clearing  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  road. 

The  most  serious  demonstration  made  by  the  enemy  was  on  my  right 
flank,  which  at  one  moment  was  in  great  danger  of  being  turned,  partly 
by  the  force  wliich  menaced  it,  but  quite  as  much  by  a panic  which 
seized  the  left  wing  of  the  right-flank  regiment  (Colonel  Hall’s  Second 
Excelsior).  At  the  moment  of  this  occurrence  I was  proceeding  with 
Colonel  Hall  to  reconnoiter  on  the  right,  where,  as  Colonel  Hall  re- 
ported to  me,  the  enemy  were  in  such  force  as  to  make  a farther  ad- 
vance hazardous  without  re-enforcements. ' I had  gone  only  a few  paces 
beyond  the  color  company  when  a heavy  volley  attested  the  presence 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  Some  one,  whom  I could  not  ascertain, 
exclaimed  in  a loud  voice,  We  are  flanked;  retreat.”  Instantly  the  left 
wing,  including  the  color  comiiany  of  the  Second,  broke  to  the  rear  in 
disgraceful  confusion.  Calling  aloud  to  the  rest  of  the  line  to  hold  their 
ground  and  kec])  u])  their  tire,  which  order  was  gallantly  obej^ed  by  the 
right  wing,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter,  and  by  the  Fourth  Eegi- 
ment,  under  Cai)tain  Donalds,  I used  my  best  exertions,  aided  by  Colonel 
Hall  and  Major  Hammerstein,  of  General  McClellan’s  staff,  to  rally  the 
fugitivt's.  This  was  soon  done,  although  some  of  the  men,  including 
the  color-sergeant,  had  fled  to  the  open  ground  in  the  rear,  between 
the  woods  and  the  new  redoubt.  This  occurrence  was  all  the  more- 
mortifying,  as  it  hapiiened  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  brigadier- 
gencrid  (commanding  the  division,  who  was  in  front  throughout  the  day. 

Tlie  line  being  reformed  was  again  pressed  forward,  when  the  brig- 
iulha  -general  commanding  the  division  informed  me  he  had  ordered  the 
Second  IS^ew  York  from  Patterson’s  brigade  to  support  me  on  the  right. 

1 then  hastened  to  the  left  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  been  pressed 
ba(ck  beyond  the  cleared  fields,  and  my  line  was  strongly  posted  at  the 
edge  of  the  opening.  My  left  flank  was  not  supported  in  sufficient 
forcic,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  having 
only  a detachment  of  his  regiiiient  [Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania]  on 
Colonel  Taylor’s  left.  Extending  my  left  by  a further  deployment,  and 
requesting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells  to  take  ground  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, so  as  to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  his  reserves,  and  direct- 
ing that  part  of  the  line  to  advance  with  my  right,  I returned  to  the 
right  and  formed  the  Second  New  York  in  position,  although  some- 
what to  the  rear  of  my  line.  Throwing  this  regiment  forward  the 
whole  liiH*  was  again  advanced,  when  I was  ordered  by  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  the  division,  in  consequence  of  orders  just  then 
received  by  him  from  Prigadier-General  Marcy,  chief  of  staff,  to  hill 
back  to  our  defenses. 

lacaving  a line  of  skirmishers  within  supporting  distance,  I withdrew 
my  command  in  order,  tailing  back  in  line  of  battle  to  the  ground  where  ' 
I had  formed  my  first  line  early  in  the  morning.  The  pickets  were  then 
established  by  Patterson’s  I l igade  (Colonel  Carr  commanding)  about 
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100  yards  Ueyoud  the  old  line.  About  two  hours  afterward  the  line  of 
battle  was  again  formed  in  obedieiuie  to  orders  from  the  brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding  the  division,  and  we  again  advanced  over  the  same 
ground.  The  resistance  of  the  enemy  was  obstinate,  but  our  line  was 
vigorously  and  successfully  pushed  forward. 

General  Palmer’s  brigade,  of  Couch’s  division,  and  a section  of  Cap- 
tain I)e  Pussy’s  battery  then  came  up  to  re-enforce  the  right.  General 
Palmer’s  line  was  formed  in  front,  supported  by  1113^  own.  The  enemy 
fell  back  soon  after  Captain  Do  Pussy  opened  his  well-directed  and  rapid 
fire,  to  which  the  eiieni}'  replied  with  spirit  from  a battery  of  rifled 
guns. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  hea\\y  and  continued  volleys  of  musketry 
on  the  extreme  left  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  encountered  General 
Kearny’s  forces  in  that  direction.  On  the  right  we  were  still  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  road 
atter  Captain  De  Pussy  ceased  firing.  The  First  [Second]  Phode 
Island,  Tenth  Massachusetts,  and  Second  New  York,  on  the  right,  hav- 
ing advanced  their  skirmishers  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  woods,  we  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  7 p.  m.,  when  my  command,  relieved  by 
General  Palmer’s  brigade,  returned  to  camp. 

The  loss  sustained  hy  the  enemy  was  severe.  Two  of  his  regiments 
which  were  pressed  forward  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  wcod  and  the 
forces  brought  to  bear  on  103^  right  flank  were  repulsed  twice  under  a 
destructive  fire.  Captain  De  Pussy’s  Napoleons  Avere,  as  usual,  bril- 
liantly handled,  and  with  great  effect  upon  the  enemy’s  masses.  My 
own  loss  was  not  inconsiderable.  M3"  aggregate  force  present  did  not 
exceed  1,500,  and  of  these  8 were  killed,  116  Avounded,  and  11  missing. 

I cannot  too  highl3"  commend  the  steadiness  and  ardor  which  were 
displa3"ed  b3"  m3"  officers  and  men  in  this  advance,  tAvice  executed  on 
the  same  day,  against  the  determined  resistance  of  the  enemy.  While 
my  acknoAvledgments  are  due  to  the  commanding  officers  of  all  the 
regiments,  I must  especiall3"  commend  the  admirable  conduct  of  Capt. 
Alfred  A.  Donalds,  commanding  Fourth  Excelsior.  lie  Avas  not  assisted 
b3^  a single  officer  above  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  of  these  onlv"  four 
were  on  duty.  NotAvithstaiiding  every  embarrassment,  the  fragment  of 
his  brave  command  Avas  most  effectively  and  gallantl3"  led  by  him 
throughout  the  da3".  Great  credit  is  due  to  Lieuteuaut-Colonel  Potter, 
Second  Excelsior,  for  his  coolness  and  courage  in  holding  his  Aving  of 
the  regiment  stead3"  under  the  trying  and  critical  circumstances  to 
which  1 have  before  adA"erted. 

Although  informed  1)3"  the  brigadier-general  commanding  that  the 
Second  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olmsted  commanding,  Avas  di- 
rected to  report  to  me  during  the  engagement,  I have  not  received  any 
official  report  from  that  officer  of  his  operations.  I am  told,  hoAvever, 
that  his  rejiort  has  been  already  made  to  diA"ision  lieadquarters  direct, 
which  will  render  any  further  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  regi- 
ment unnecessary  in  this  communication. 

1 Avill  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  Major  Hammerstein,  of  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding 
the  arm3",  without  Avhose  aid  I could  not  have  succeeded  in  rall3"ing  tin* 
fugitives  of  the  Second  Pegiment. 

Although  Captain  Hart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant 
Tremain,  aide-de-camj),  were  barel3"  coiiA^alescent  from  recent  illness, 
the3^  bore  uj)  Avith  fortitude  through  the  arduous  staff  duties  Avhich  d(‘- 
volved  upon  them  for  tAvelA"e  hours,  evincing  the  same  activit3^,  zeal, 
and  gallantr3^  Avhich  I have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  mention. 
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I ain  especially  indebted  to  Surgeon  Prentice,  Foiirtli  Regiiaent,  for 
tlie  services  wbicli  lie  rendered  as  a volunteer  aide  during  most  of  tlie 
day.  His  ])resence  near  the  line  of  battle  was  frequently  most  oppor- 
tune for  timely  attention  to  the  wounded,  considering  how  far  in  the 
rear  the  hospital  was  established,  and  in  the  intervals  of  professional 
em])loyment  he  displaced  the  courage  and  bearing  of  a soldier  in  con- 
veying niy  orders  over  the  field.  ^ 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  references  made  by  regimental 
commanders  to  the  officers  and  men  of  their  commands  who  were  con- 
spicuous for  their  good  conduct  in  this  affair.  Colonel  Graham  has 
brought  to  my  notice  especially  Sergeants  Vanderzee,  Page,  and  Whit- 
ney, and  Sergeant-Major  Chamberlain,  of  the  Fifth  Excelsior, 
i am,  captain,  ^xu\y  respectfullv,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  SICKLES, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  Jos.  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  SooJcer^s  Division. 

Note. — Major  Hammerstein,  of  General  McClellan’s  staff,  is  the  officer 
who  so  gallantly  aided  in  rallying  the  portion  of  Colonel  Hall’s  Second 
Excelsior  Pegiment  that  gave  wav. 

S.  P.  H.,  B.  G. 


Hdqrs.  Excelsior  Brig.,  Second  (Hooker’s)  Division, 

Jiily  9,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  late  at  night  on  the  28th 
ultimo  orders  were  received  from  division  headquarters  to  be  ready  to 
move  at  daylight  the  following  morning,  with  three  days’  cooked  rations 
ill  havei  sacks.  This  order  was  accompanied  by  instructions  to  employ 
all  our  available  means  of  transportation  in  bringing  away  intrenching 
tools,  ammunition,  subsistence,  and  hospital  stores,  and  to  send  the 
train  to  the  rear  immediately.  Such  camj!  and  garrison  equipage,  sub- 
sistence, clothing,  and  other  stores  as  could  not  be  removed  I was  di- 
rected to  destroy.  These  orders  were  executed. 

Early  next  morning  my  command  broke  camp,  and  pursuant  to  orders 
marched  to  the  defenses  in  front.  The  iiioneers  of  the  several  regi* 
iiumts  wei  e detailed,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Van  B.  Bates,  First 
P(‘giment,  to  destroy  all  the  property  left  in  the  camps. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the 
division,  as  soon  as  our  pickets  were  withdraAvn  and  the  artillery  had 
moved  to  th(‘,  rear  the  division  marched  in  column  to  the  first  line  of 
defenses  in  the  rear,  this  brigade  on  the  left.  Lieutenant  Bates  with 
his  ])ioneers  folloAved  the  column  as  a rear  guard,  felling  timber  and 
])lacing  obstacles  in  the  road.  Captain  Leonard’s  company.  Third  Ex- 
celsior, was  thrown  out  as  a picket  between  the  old  cami)  and  our  new 
position. 

The  division  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  first  line  of  earthworks, 
b(‘tween  the  W^illiamsburg  road  and  the  railroad,  my  right  resting  on 
the  left  of  General  Grover.  The  First  and  Second  Regiments  were 
held  in  reserve  on  my  right  and  left  fiaidv.  W^e  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion while  General  Sumn(*r  was  engaged  on  our  right — annoyed  occa- 
siomdly  by  1h(‘  ex])losion  of  some  of  the  enemy’s  shell  within  our  lines, 
killing  2 and  wonmling  .5  ot  my  men. 
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zVboiit  4 in  the  allernoon  I was  ordered  to  face  to  the  rear  and  move 
in  line  of  l>attle  through  the  woods  between  the  railroad  and  the  stage 
road  to  Savage  Station.  Approaching  the  station  I was  directed  by 
General  Ileintzelman  to  counter-march  and  move  briskly  toward  the 
(jharles  City  road  across  Brackett’s  Ford,  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp, 
throwing  out  thinkers  on  the  line  of  march.  Crossing  the  swamp  at  sun- 
set the  head  of  my  column  reached  the  Charles  City  road  soon  after 
dark,  and  having  reported  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the 
division,  I was  ordered  to  bivouac  with  the  division  near  the  road  in  an 
opening  skirted  bj"  woods  on  all  sides.  A few  pickets  Avere  thrown 
out  in  front  and  toward  the  James  Eiver. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  I was  directed  by  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  the  division  to  reconnoiter  the  country  in  front  of  the 
Quaker  road  toward  James  Eiver,  and  especially  with  reference  to 
intersecting  roads  leading  from  the  front.  Accomxianied  by  Colonel 
Carr,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  and  Captain  Chester,  of  my  staff,  I 
made  a careful  examination  of  the  line  as  far  as  Malvern  Hill.  While 
returning  heavy  cannonading  on  the  right  admonished  me  that  an 
engagement  had  begun  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Charles  City  road.  Has- 
tening to  my  command,  I found  it  moving  under  Colonel  Taylor  to 
a position  covering  the  Quaker  road,  along  wliich  our  train  was  jiassing. 
General  McCall  was  in  front  and  to  the  right.  The  brigadier- general 
commanding  tlie  division  assigned  me  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle, 
embracing  my  own  and  the  Third  Brigade,  which  was  formed  on  the 
outskirts  of  a belt  of  woods  covering  the  Quaker  road  and  command- 
ing an  opening  extending  to  a small  stream  in  front.  On  the  left  the 
woods  encircled  the  opening,  and  through  this  timber,  as  well  as  in 
front  to  another  belt  of  timber,  flankers  and  skirmishers  were  thrown 
out.  My  left  requiring  support,  I directed  the  Second  I^ew  York  to 
form  on  Colonel  Taylor’s  left,  and  later  in  the  day  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts reported  to  meAvith  orders  to  cover  the  left  flank.  It  aauis  not 
hmg  after  these  dispositions  Avere  made  before  General  McCall  became 
engaged.  A considerable  body  of  his  troo])s  falling  back  on  my  line, 
and  mistaking  us  for  the  enemy,  poured  several  Amlleys  into  us.  Our 
colors  Avere  promptly  displayed  along  the  line,  and  through  the  exer- 
tions  of  Major  Holt  (First  Eegiment)  and  Major  SteA^ens  (Third),  with 
a conqiany  of  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  which  Avere  in  front,  these  fugi- 
tives were  driAmn  back  to  their  line.  From  a lookout  which  I estab- 
lished in  a tall  tree,  in  charge  of  Corporal  Bowen,  Company  H,  and 
Private  Fatrick  Connor,  Company  E,  Third  Eegiment,  and  also  from 
the  reports  of  my  skirmishers,  conflrmed  by  my  own  observations,  I 
ascertained  that  the  enemy’s  reserves  Avere  moAung  against  our  right 
in  a line  of  battle  almost  ])erpendicular  with  my  front.  This  I caused 
to  he  reported  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division,  with 
the  suggestion  that  a battery  of  artillery,  supported  by  my  left,  might 
he  advantageously  thrown  forward,  so  as  to  assail  the  enemy  in  the  rear 
and  on  his  right  flank. 

At  this  moment  my  second  regiment  Avas  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Sumner,  and  learning  that  the  First  and  Sixteenth  Massachusetts, 
of  this  diAusion,  Avere  also  sent  to  support  our  position  on  the  right,  1 
reluctantly  relinquished  the  design  of  moving  my  left  forAvard,  eA^en 
Avithout  artillery.  Each  regiment  as  it  was  successiA^ely  posted  on  my 
lelt  flank  (Third  Excelsior,  Second  Yew  York,  and  EleAxnth  Massa- 
chusetts), by  throwing  forward  skirmishers  and  flankers,  captured 
numbers  of  pi-isoners — at  least  loO  in  all — and  among  these  the  field 
and  some  of  the  line  oflicers,  together  with  the  colors  of Eegiment. 
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These  i)risoDeis  ^\ere  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of  Captain  Chester,  of 
iny  staff,  with  directions  to  report  with  them  to  the  division  or  corps 
commander,  and  in  their  absence  to  turn  them  over  to  the  nearest 
])rovost-marslial.  My  loss  during  the  day  was  limited  to  a small  num- 
ber wounded,  whieh  is  embraced  in  the  list  of  casnalties  heretofore  re- 
ported. I regret  exceedingly  that  Private  l^atrick  Connor,  Company 
P,  Third  Kegiment,  was  seriously  injured  by  falling  from  the  tree  in 
whieh  he  was  remlering  important  service  as  a look-ont.  Corporal 
IJowen,  Company  U,  Third  Eegiment,  was  exceedingly  active  and  nse- 
fnl  in  discharging  the  same  duties. 

During  the  night  we  rested  on  our  arms.  The  enemy  was  in  motion 
all  night.  Rations  for  two  days  were  issued  to  his  men.  Parties  were 
constantly  sent  out  for  wounded.  All  commands  given  were  distinctly 
heard  along  my  line,  and  especially  by  my  pickets.  These  commands 
embraced  at  least  forty  regiments,  from  various  States.  Just  before 
dawn — indeed,  twice  during  the  night — the  enemy  formed  a line  of 
battle  in  front  and  extending  far  beyond  my  left.  These  movements 
Avere  promptly  reported  to  the  brigadier-generaf  commanding  the 
division.  At  daybreak,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  I called  in  my  pickets 
and  flankers  and  withdrew  my  command,  moving  by  the  right  Hank 
through  the  Avoods  to  the  Quaker  road,  where  I joined  the  diAusion 
column  and  marched  Avith  it  to  Malvern  Hill,  Avhither  the  main  body 
of  the  army  had  preceded  us. 

After  remaining  in  column  of  battalions  for  seA^eral  hours,  exposed 
to  the  enesny’s  artillery,  fortunately  without  loss,  1 Avas  ordered  about 
11  p.  m.  to  support  the  Pirst  Brigade  in  front.  Covering  my  men  in  a 
ravine  on  the  right,  1 thrcAV  out  Captain  Bliss’  company,  Tliird  Regi- 
ment. as  scouts,  and  the  First  and  Fourth  Regiments  (forming  one 
battalion),  under  Major  Holt,  as  pickets  along  the  interval  betAveen 
the  right  of  the  Third  Corps  and  Sumner’s  left. 

Two  ])risoners  talten  by  Cai)tain  Bliss,  Avho  Avere  sent  to  division 
headquarters,  reported  a movement  of  the  enemy  in  force  toAvard  onr 
front.  This  Avas  corroborated  by  other  information  and  some  demon- 
strations of  the  enemy,  avIio  avu\s  then  attacking  General  Porter  on  our 
extreme  left,  so  that  it  appeared  CAudent  that  a general  engagement 
along  the  Avhole  line  Avas  imminent.  Soon  aftei'Avard,  say  about  5 
]).  m.,  I Avas  ordered  to  move  at  once  to  support  General  Porter,  Avhich 
order  Avas  Avelcomed  and  obeyed  Avith  admirable  spirit  by  my  com- 
mand. For  my  operations  in  that  ])art  of  the  field  I have  the  honor  to 
refer  you  to  the  special  report  made  to  the  assistant  adjutant- general 
of  the  Fiifli  Provisional  Corps,  a duplicate  of  Avhich  is  hercAvith  trans- 
mitted. 

This  is  an  imperfect  and  barren  narrath^e  of  the  movements  of  my 
command  during  tAvo  eventful  days  and  nights.  Desiring  to  confine 
my  reiKU't  Avilliin  the  a])propriate  limits  sanctioned  by  usage,  yet  1 can- 
not close  this  communication  without  putting  on  record  iny  heartfelt 
testimony  to  the  fortitude  and  constancy — traits  rarer  than  courage — 
Avhich  signalized  alike  my  officers  and  men  in  all  the  critical  ])Ositions, 
the  anxious  vigils,  the  arduous  marches,  and  the  severe  ])riA"ations 
Avhi(;h  th(‘y  shared  in  common  with  this  army  in  its  successful  move- 
ment to  a ncAv  and  distant  base  of  operations. 

1 am,  ca])tain,  very  respecJfulhq  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  SICKLES, 
Brigadier-  General^  Command ing. 

Capt.  Jos.  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  IloolceCs  Division. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  liRiGADE,  Second  (Hooker’s)  Division, 

July  9,  LSGli. 

Captain:  I have  the  iionor  to  report  tliat,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  bri^'adier-j>'eneral  commanding  the  division,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  1st  instant  I left  my  i)Osition  on  tlie  right  and  moved  rapidly 
with  my  command  to  report  to  General  Fitz  dohn  Porter,  wlio  was 
then  engaged  w th  the  enemy  at  Alalvern  Hill,  on  the  extreme  left  of 
tlie  position  occupied  by  the  army  on  that  day. 

On  arriving  at  General  PorteFs  headquarters,  the  general  being  in 
front,  I reported  to  General  Kearny,  who  was  present.  General  Kearny 
told  me  the  enemy  were  then  moving  in  force  toward  the  center  and 
right,  and  advised  me  to  return  and  resume  iny  position.  The  action 
on  the  left  appearing  still  to  be  very  animated,  I requested  the  signal 
officer  at  General  Porter’s  headquarters  to  inform  me  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  General  Porters  front.  In  a few  moments  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  General  Porter’s  right  was  weak,  several  regiments  being  out 
of  ammunition.  General  Kearny  then  said,  I have  no  further  advice 
to  give;  decide  for  yourself.”  1 immediately  led  my  column  at  a brisk 
])ace  to  that  jiart  of  the  field  where  the  firing  was  most  vigorous  and 
sustained.  Kot  meeting  an  officer  from  whom  I could  receive  orders 
I halted  my  men  in  a ravine  partially  under  cover,  and,  accompanied 
by  Major  Stevens,  Third  Eegiment,  rode  over  the  field  from  right  to 
left,  winch  was  nearly  a mile  in  extent,  to  find  General  Porter.  Meet- 
ing an  officer  of  his  staff’,  I reported  to  him,  and  informing  him  of  the 
])osition  of  the  head  of  my  column,  returned  to  my  command  and 
awaited  orders. 

In  a few  moments  General  Porter  arrived  in  person  and  directed  me 
to  sup])ort  two  batteries  near  a large  farm-house  on  the  right  of  the 
main  road,  and  for  this  purpose  to  form  my  line  en  echelon,  left  in  front. 
At  the  same  time  General  Porter  directed  me  not  to  pursue  in  case  the 
enemy  i*etired,  but  to  hold  my  position  at  all  hazards.  The  column  was 
promptly  deployed,  every  regiment  springing  into  line  with  enthusiastic 
cheers — indeed,  the  same  dashing  spirit  animated  all  their  movements 
throughout  the  day. 

I directed  my  left-flank  regiment  (Colonel  Taylor,  Third  Excelsior) 
to  be  formed  in  line  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  left  battery.  The  Fifth, 
(/ol.  Cliarfi  s K.  Graham,  the  First  and  Fourth  (forming  one  battalion), 
under  Maj.  Thomas  Holt,  and  the  Second,  Col.  George  B.  Hall,  were 
formed  in  line  en  echelon  at  20  paces,  so  that  the  right-flank  regiment 
((k)lonel  Hall’s  Second)  was  within  supporting  distance  of  the  battery 
on  the  right. 

A few  moments  after  this  formation  was  completed  I was  directed  by 
an  officer  of  General  Porter’s  staff’  to  report  to  General  Couch,  to  relieve 
such  of  his  regiments  in  front  as  Avould  be  indicated.  I endeavored  to 
find  General  Couch,  but  could  not.  However,  it  was  not  long  before 
several  staff’  officers  came  to  me  with  messages  from  Generals  Conch, 
Howe,  and  Abercrombie,  requesting  me  to  relieve  a number  of  regi- 
ments in  front  which  were  out  of  ammunition.  As,  soon  as  precise 
orders  could  be  obtained  from  General  Couch  Colonel  Taylor’s  Third 
was  sent  forward,  moving  bj-  the  right  flank,  to  relieve  the  Thirty-first 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  in  position  in  an  open  field  in  front  of  a belt 
of  woods,  behind  which  the  right  battery  was  posted.  The  Sixty-first 
New  York  was  on  the  left,  and  botli  these  regiments  were  engaging 
the  enemy.  Colonel  Taylor  promptly  relieved  the  Thirty-first  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  soon  warmly  engaged,  the  enemy  being  in  force  on 
tiie  other  side  of  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  front  and  on  his  right.  Giv- 
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ing  liis  line  nii  oblique  direetioii  on  tlie  riglit,  Colonel  Tnylor  delivered 
51  sustained  and  most  effeetive  lire  for  an  hour.  Twiee  the  enemy, 
.sutfering  from  the  rapidity  and  i)reeision  of  our  hre,  attemi)ted  to  ad- 
N'ance  aeross  the  open  held,  but  each  time  was  gallautl}'  driven  back 
with  great  loss,  when  he  withdrew,  leaving  some  parties  to  carry  olf 
his  wounded. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Graham’s  Fifth  Excelsior  was  posted  on 
the  left  of  the  road  to  the  rear  and  left  of  Colonel  Taylor,  about  100 
yards  in  advance  of  one  of  our  batteries,  and  far  enough  to  the  left  to 
unmask  its  hre.  Colonel  Graham  was  immediately  engaged  with  the 
(uiemy,  who  was  covered  by  some  woods  on  the  left.  Opening  with 
great  spirit  an  oblique  hre  to  the  left,  which  being  promjitly  followed 
by  grape  and  canister  from  the  battery,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his 
ground  with  fearful  loss.  Colonel  Graham  was  then  withdrawn  fro!n 
ihe  front  to  the  support  of  the  battery  on  his  right.  Later,  when  tin* 
liriiig  of  the  enemy  had  ceased  on  the  right,  he  was  again  advanced 
and  pickets  thrown  out  to  the  woods  in  front. 

Leaving  Major  Holt  within  supporting  distance  of  a battery  fartln*!* 
on  the  right,  I moved  Colonel  Hall’s  Second  Excelsior  to  tlie  front, 
where  he  relieved  the  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler 
commanding.  The  fire  from  the  battery  efiectually  cleared  the  woods 
in  his  front.  After  lying  on  his  arms  about  two  hours  Colonel  Hall 
moved  forward  in  line  with  the  Third  Excelsior,  and  remained  in  that 
l)osition  until  m\  regiments  were  withdrawn.  The  battery  on  the  right 
having  retired,  I sent  for  Major  Holt’s  battalion.  First  and  Fourth  Ex- 
celsior, as  a reserve  supx)ort  for  my  line  in  front,  but  it  seems  that  an 
aide-de-camp  of  Brigadier-General  Howe  had  in  my  name  ordered  the 
regiment  to  the  front,  to  relieve,  as  he  understood,  the  Eighty-first 
Pennsylvania.  Some  time  afterward  I found  Major  Holt  in  position 
on  the  left,  he  having  relieved  one  of  the  regiments  of  General  Howe’s 
brigade. 

Observing  that  there  was  no  reserve  supply  of  ammunition  on  the 
right  in  General  Couch’s  division,  I brought  up  from  the  rear  20,000 
rounds,  caliber  .58,  having  previously  supi)lied  Colonel  Taylor  with  15 
rounds  a man  from  Major  Holt’s  boxes  while  he  was  in  reserve.  As 
soon  as  the  ammunition  arrived  Colonel  Taylor  and  Major  Holt  ob- 
tained 00  rounds  a man,  and  the  remainder  was  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  regiments  of  other  commands. 

Colonel  Taylor  lost  several  men  from  the  fire  of  one  of  our  batteries 
in  the  rear.  There  was  no  hospital  and  no  surgeon  in  my  i)art  of  the 
held.  There  were  many  of  our  wounded  who  languished  and  died  from 
the  lack  of  medical  attendance. 

•Early  in  the  morning  I was  informed  by  General  Couch  that  he  was 
ordered  to  Avitlidraw  all  his  troops  and  move  to  the  rear.  No  orders 
were  communicated  to  me,  but  General  Couch  intimated  to  me  that  I 
should  follow  the  movement  of  his  command. 

About  2 a.  m.  I Avithdrew  my  regiments,  commencing  with  the  Third 
(Colonel  Taylor),  and  having  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  600  yards  in 
the  rear,  covered  the  moA^ement  of  several  isolated  regiments,  called  in 
my  pickets,  and  aa  ith  a section  of  a battery  moved  oft  in  column,  folloAv- 
ing  a portion  of  Kearny’s  diAision,  Avhich  I overtook  on  the  route  toward 
Harrison’s  Landing.  Colonel  Hall  remained  on  the  large  field  in  the 
rear  of  General  Couch’s  headquarters,  Avhen  he  reported  to  Colonel 
Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Avho  Avas  in  command  of  the  rear 
guard,  mid  continued  under  his  orders  until  about  9 a.  m.,  when  he 
Avas  relieved  and  iirocecded  to  join  this  brigade. 
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I have  to  regret  the  severe  loss  sustained  hy  Colonel  Taylor.  Besides 
Capt.  Stephen  M.  Doyle,  an  officer  conspicuous  for  courage  and  zeal, 
who  was  killed  early  in  the  action,  this  regiment  lost  14  killed  and  47 
wounded  out  of  a force  of  about  300  engaged. 

Colonel  Graham  (Fifth)  lost  8 wounded.  Commendation  is  pre-emi- 
nently due  to  Colonel  Taylor,  Major  Stevens,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Third  Kegiment  for  gallantry  and  distinguished  conduct  in  this 
action.  Colonel  Graham  (l^ifth),  during  the  brief  period  his  regiment 
was  under  fire,  handled  his  men  with  judgment  and  tact,  displajdng  his 
characteristic  intrepidity  in  action. 

The  loss  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  in  my  immediate  front  was  very 
great.  Without  estimating  the  destructive  fire  of  the  Third  and  l^ifth 
liegiments,  which  was  at  short  range  and  delivered  with  coolness  and 
precision,  the  artillery  swept  the  woods  with  grape  and  canister,  fol- 
lowed by  shell  as  the  enemy  fled  through  the  undergrowth.  During  the 
night  the  air  was  laden  with  the  cries  of  their  wounded,  which  were 
audible  all  along  my  lines,  and  as  I advanced  my  pickets  it  was  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  dead  and  wounded  lying  in  their 
paths.  Many  of  my  own  wounded  were  left  behind.  They  were 
brought  to  the  rear  and  placed  beside  others  of  our  men  in  some  farm 
buildings  near  General  Couch’s  headquarters.  Every  possible  atten- 
tion Avas  given  to  them.  I sent  Lieutenant  Tremain,  aide-de-camp,  as 
well  for  ambulances  as  for  ammunition,  but  with  all  his  efforts  he  Avas 
only  able  to  procure  three,  and  these  could  not  be  brought  to  the  depot 
for  the  wounded  until  morning,  when  Ave  had  commenced  our  flank 
movement.  A few  only  Avere  brought  away,  with  the  body  of  Captain 
Doyle.  It  was  painful  beyond  expression  to  abandon  so  many  braA^e 
men.  If  a surgeon  could  huA^e  been  left  with  them  my  solicitude  for 
their  fate  would  have  found  some  alleAdation.  All  the  medical  officers 
of  my  command  were  on  duty  at  the  general  hospital,  nearlj^  a mile  in 
the  rear. 

Lieutenant  Tremain,  aide-de-camp,  the  onlj^  officer  of  my  staff’  able 
to  report  for  duty,  was,  as  usual,  distinguished  for  zeal  and  gallantry, 
although  suffering  throughout  the  day  from  severe  indisposition.  I 
am  indebted  to  the  gallant  Maj.  W.  O.  Stevens,  Third  Excelsior,  for 
his  kindness  in  couA^e.N  ing  my  orders  when  no  staff’  officer  was  present. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  Col.  ]S"elson  Taylor, 
Third  Excelsior,  and  Col.  Charles  K.  Graham,  Fifth  Excelsior,  Avith 
lists  of  their  killed  and  wounded. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  SICKLES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke,  A.  A.  G.,  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps* 


Ko.  48. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Holt,  Seventieth  New  Yorh  Infantry,  of  the  en- 
gagement at  Oak  Grove,  or  King^s  School- House.,  and  battles  of  Glendale, 
or  Nelson’s  Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 


Hdqrs.  First  Kegt.,  Excelsior  Brigade,  IT.  S.  V., 
Gamj)  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  8,  18G2. 
Captain  : I haA^e  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  Avas  ordered 
to  advance  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  1862,  and  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Fair  Oaks.  We  continued  adATiuciug  until  ordered  to  fall 
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back  at  11.30  a.  iii.  At  1.30  p.  id.  we  were  ordered  to  advance  tlirough 
tlie  woods  and  swamp  and  drive  the  enemy  from  it  again.  We  ad- 
vanced throngh  the  swamp  until  we  gained  the  0})en  held,  wliich  ])osi- 
tioD  we  lield  until  relieved  by  General  Palmer’s  brigade  at  0.30  p.  m. 
Gn  the  1-Oth  instant  w^e  were  held  as  a reserve  in  the  trencbes.  The 
27tli  we  spent  in  camp.  The  28th  we  occupied  tlie  trenches  in  our 
regular  tour  of  duty.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  at  0.30,  we  fell  back 
to  the  second  line  of  defense,  lay  there  until  3 ]>.  ni.,  when  we  took 
up  our  line  of  march  for  James  Eiver.  We  bivouacked  at  7.50  p.  m. 
on  tlie  south  side  of  the  Charles  City  road.  At  9.30  a.  m.  on  the  30th 
iiistant  moved  the  regiment  to  the  Quaker  City  road,  and  formed  line 
of  battle  at  1.30  p.  m.  to  support  a brigade  of  General  McCall’s.  At 
1.30  a.  m.  July  1 1 was  ordered  to  fall  back.  Halted  at  5 o’clock  a.  m. 
in  an  oi)en  held  and  remained  until  10  a.  m.  1 was  then  ordered  on 
picket  in  the  woods  to  the  front  of  our  position.  At  G.30  ]).  m.  1 re- 
ceived an  order  to  assemble  my  ])ickets  and  move  to  the  sui)i)ort  of  a 
brigade  of  Porter’s  division,  which  order  was  obeyed  at  a double-quick. 
At  2 o’clock  a.  m.  Jidy  2 I was  ordered  to  fall  back  and  make  Harrison’s 
Landing,  which  we  did  in  good  order.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of 
July  I received  orders  to  break  camp.  We  marched  at  4 o’clock  ]).  in., 
and  bivouacked  in  an  open  held.  At  7 p.  m.  on  the  4th  I was  ordered 
to  march  to  the  front,  and  bivouacked  at  9 p.  m.  in  the  held  we  now" 
occupy  as  a camp. 

Our  loss  since  June  25  has  been  0 killed,  11  wounded,  and  1 missing. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ THOMAS  HOLT, 
Commanding  First  Regiment. 

Ca|)t.  O.  H.  Hart,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsement.] 

What  regiment  did  Major  Holt  relieve  % 

What  order  did  he  receive  and  from  whom? 

Whether  from  General  Porter  or  General  Couch  ? 

What  ])ositions  did  the  regiment  occupy  ? 

What  loss,  if  any,  was  sustained  ? 

AVas  tiie  regiment  engaged  with  the  enemy  ? 

P.  S. — Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with 
iiKjuiries  made  on  the  foregoing  report,  that  on  the  1st  of  July,  at  about 
h o’clock  p.  m.,  whilst  ou  picket,  I received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Tre- 
main,  aide-de-camp  of  General  Sickles,  to  withdraw  my  pickets  imme- 
diately and  move  at  double-quick  to  support  a brigade  of  General  Por- 
ter’s division.  After  moving  to  the  front  and  halting  under  the  tire  of 
the  enemy  1 Avas  ordered  to  advance  about  500  yards,  and  Avas  there 
ordered  to  remain  in  line  of  battle  by  General  Sickles  until  1 received 
orders  from  him.  We  remained  in  this  position  about  one  hour,  Avhen 
1 received  orders  from  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Howe,  stating  that  it 
^yas  an  order  from  General  Sickles  to  adAmnce  to  the  front  and  form  in 
liiKi  of  battle  to  relieve  a regiment  I believe  to  be  the  Eighty-first 
Pennsylvania,  but  I am  not  certain,  in  Avhich  position  1 remained  until 
about  2 a.  m.,  when  I w"as  relieved  by  orders  of  General  Sickles  in  per- 
son. The  Fourth  Kegiment  Avas  under  my  command,  and  acted  in  con- 
Jnmdion  Avith  me  during  the  whole  day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  HOLT, 

31ajor,  Commanding  First  Regiment. 
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Report  of  Col.  George  B.  Half  Seventy-first  New  York  Infantry^  of  the 
battles  of  Glendale^  or  Nelsoni’s  Farm  (Frazier^s  Farm),  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Eegt.,  Excelsior  Brigade,  U.  S.  Y., 
Gamp  near  Harrisonh  Landing.^  F«.,  Jnly  8,  18()2. 


Captain  : In  connection  with  my  report,  pursuant  to  General  Orders, 
No.  108,  I am  requested  to  add  that  on  tlie  20  th  ultimo  my  comma  ml 
was  on  duty  at  the  earthworks  in  front  of  PTiir  Oaks  ; relieved  in  the 
evening. 

June  27,  on  duty  at  earthworks. 

June  28,  in  camp  under  arms. 

June  29,  at  daylight  retreated  to  second  line  of  defense,  near  Savage 
Station. 

June  30,  held  in  reserve  near  Charles  City  road.  Lost  1 killed  and 
2 wounded  (1  severely). 

Jnly  1,  moved  at  daylight  toward  Malvern  Hill,  where  we  formed 
line  near  the  center  and  rested  till  1 p.  m.,  when,  the  enemy’s  batteries 
having  opened  on  our  right,  we  were  moved  at  double-quick  to  the 
extreme  right,  and  took  position  in  a clover-field  on  a side  hill.  There 
rested  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  attack  was  made  on  the 
extreme  left.  We  were  then  ordered  to  re-enforce  the  command  there, 
and  moved  at  double-quick  about  1 mile.  After  forming  line  on  hill 
west  of  the  house  we  were  ordered  to  re  enforce  General  Couch  ; then 
advanced  to  the  front,  formed  in  support  of  bis  battery,  whicli  was 
then  shelling  the  woods  in  front.  Shortly  afterward  moved  to  the  right 
to  relieve  tlie  First  Eegiment  Chasseurs,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler, 
and  remained  in  that  position  about  two  hours,  when  we  moved  forward 
in  line  with  the  Third  Kegiment  of  this  brigade,  and  occupied  that  posi- 
tion until  about  1 a.  m.  of  the  2d  instant,  when  we  were  withdrawn  to 
the  rear  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  line  with  tlie  negro  quarters 
before  the  woods.  Holding  this  position  until  about  0 a.  m.,  we  were 
ordeixMl  to  form  a portion  of  the  rear  guard,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  continuing  under  his  orders  until, 
about  9 a.  m.,  we  were  relieved  and  ordered  to  Join  our  brigade,  when 
we  marched  to  our  first  camp,  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya. 

July  3,  in  same  camp. 

fJuly  I,  (Jianged  camp,  about  2 miles  distant. 

July  5,  changed  camp  to  iiresent  localit3^ 

July  (),  in  same  camp. 

July  7,  on  picket  from  8 a.  m.  until  10  a.  m. 

July  8,  being  relieved  by  the  Fifth  Eegiment. 

Res] )ectful ly  submitted. 


GEO.  B.  HALL, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment ^ Excelsior  Brigade^  U.  S.  F.,  Comdg. 


Cai)t.  O.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Ke])ort  of  Col.  Nelson  Taylor^  Seventy-second  New  York  Infantry^  of 

hattle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  Eeuiment,  Excelsior  Brigade, 
Cami)  near  Ilarrison'^s  Landing^  James  Eiver^  Va.,  July  4,  1801}. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  attack  made  by  the 
enemy  ut>on  the  corps  of  General  Porter  and  division  of  General  Couch 
on  the  1st  instant: 

At  about  half  an  hour  before  sunset  notice  was  given  me  that  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  support  General  Porter.  The  brigade  in  going 
to  support  marched  left  in  front,  my  regiment  being  upon  the  left  of 
the  brigade.  Upon  Jipproaching.  the  scene  of  action  after  some  delay, 
which  was  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  precise  i)oint 
where  a support  was  needed,  General  Porter  appeared  and  directed  the 
brigadier- general  commanding  the  brigade  to  support  with  his  com- 
mand two  batteries,  which  were  then  stationed  to  the  right  and  rear  of  a 
large  tarm-house.  By  direction  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  brigade  my  regiment  was  immediately  formed  in  line  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  left  battery.  In  a few  moments  I was  directed  by  General 
Porter  to  rei)ort  to  General  Couch,  who  held  the  right  of  the  position, 
and  who,  it  was  said,  needed  support. 

Soon  several  officers,  representing  themselves  to  be  of  General  Couches 
staff,  at)peared,  and,  in  answer  to  my  inquiry  where  to  place  my  regi- 
ment, commenced  to  give  a variety  of  directions,  which  were  confused 
and  confiicting.  After  some  difficulty  I found  an  aide  of  General  Couch, 
who  informed  me  that  my  regiment  was  to  go  to  the  front  of  a piece  of 
woods  behind  wliich  the  artillery  was  posted.  I moved  my  regiment 
by  the  right  flank  ui)  a narrow  road  on  the  left  of  this  piece  of  woods 
until  1 reached  an  open  field  on  the  right  skirted  on  three  sides  by 
woods,  and  in  this  field  our  forces  Avere  engaging  the  enemy.  1 was 
to  form  my  regiment  in  line  and  to  relieve  the  lliirty-first  Begirnent 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  wlio  Avere  on  the  right  of  another  regiment 
of  Union  troops — the  Sixty-first  NeAv  York,  I think — and  both  engag- 
ing tlie  enemy. 

Soon  forming  my  regiment  in  line  in  rear  of  the  Thirty-first  Pennsyl- 
vania tbey  began  to  withdraAv  by  the  left  flank,  and  as  soon  as  suffi- 
cient si)ace  Avas  opened  by  their  AvithdraAval  for  a company  to  advance 
•1  pushed  forAvard  my  regiment  by  companies,  commencing  with  my 
right  comi)any,  and  directed  each  company  as  it  was  unmasked  to  com- 
mence firing  by  file.  This  Avas  done,  and  when  the  front  of  the  AAdiole 
regiment  aatis  unmasked  I advanced  the  line  to  the  same  ground  as  that 
occupied  by  the  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania. 

Having  been  previously  directed  by  General  Porter,  in  the  presence 
of  the  lirigadier- general  commanding  the  brigade,  not  to  advance 
beyond  the  position  then  held  by  the  regiment  Avhich  I was  to  relieve,  I 
maintained  this  same  ground  throughout  the  rest  of  the  action.  The 
enemy  1 found  to  be  posted  in  my  front  in  the  edge  of  the  Avoods,  and 
also  in  the  Avoods  to  my  right  and  nearer  to  my  line  there  than  in  front. 
I then  threAv  back  the  tAvo  right  companies,  so  as  to  form  an  oblique 
line,  and  directed  them  to  silence  the  fire  coming  from  the  woods  on 
the  right  and  directed  the  rest  of  the  regiment  to  take  care  of  the  fire 
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ill  Iroiit.  Wlieii  I reached  this  gTOiiiid  it  was  already  dusk,  aud  the 
enemy’s  ])ositioii  could  only  be  ascertained  from  the  flask  of  their  pieces. 
I directed  my  men  to  watch  the  flashes  and  to  fire  low. 

After  we  had  been  a short  time  engaged  I found  that  the  battery  in 
rear  of  my  right  flank  was  firing  canister,  and  aiming  so  low  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  companies  on  that  flank.  Two  men  were 
killed  and  one  certainly  Avounded  by  this  fire.  To  avoid  it  I threw  the 
four  right  companies  to  the  rear  into  column,  and  kept  them  there  until 
the  battery  ceased  tiring,  Avhen  they  Avere  again  deployed  in  line  and 
engaged. 

The  firing  Avas  kejit  up  briskly  on  both  sides  for  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  AAdien  the  fire  of  the  enemy  sensibly  diminished,  and  only 
a few  shots  AA^ere  fired  by  them.  BelicAung  that  they  had  concluded  to 
AAutlidraAv,  1 ordered  my  men  to  cease  firing,  but  to  load.  This  they 
did,  and  set  up  a loud  cheer.  This  seemed  to  proA'Oke  the  enemy,  Avho 
cheered  in  turn,  and  advanced  out  from  the  AAmods  in  force  so  near 
that  they  could  be  seen,  and  ojiened  a destructive  A^olley  from  the  left 
and  front.  As  they  advanced  1 ordered  the  firing  to  be  rencAved,  and 
so  rapidly  and  steadily  Avas  it  kept  up  that  the  enemy  AvithdreAV  in 
haste.  As  they  AvithdrcAv  I directed  my  men  to  aim  a little  higher,  so 
as  to  reach  them  as  they  retreated  through  the  Avoods.  Nothing  more 
Avas  heard  of  tlie  enemy  that  night,  except  the  slight  noise  of  men  col- 
lecting their  dead  and  Avounded.  I should  have  stated  that  at  the  time 
my  regiment  took  its  i)lace  in  line  and  commenced  firing  the  other  regi- 
ments of  our  troo})S  ceased  firing  and  rested  in  the  field  on  their  ar»is. 

By  the  time  the  enemy  had  been  driven  away  my  men  had  fired  away 
in  a little  over  an  hour  flO  rounds  each.  Using  the  patent  cartridge, 
they  loaded  and  fired  Avith  great  rapidity. 

During  this  action  no  man  left  the  ranks.  The  dead  Vdy  Avhere  they 
fell,  and  the  Avounded  Avere  laid  by  the  file  closers  just  in  rear  of  the 
line.  The  men  kept  perfectly  closed  up,  and  obeyed  with  alacrity  CAwy 
order.  Of  the  conduct  of  all,  ofiicers  and  men,  1 (*an  sj>eak  but  in  terms 
of  commendation.  It  Avas  most  praiseworthy. 

When  the  firing  was  through  1 found  that  the  First,  Second,  and  Fifth 
Begiments  of  this  brigade  Avere  near  by  to  *up[)ort  me,  and  my  men 
having  nearly  exhausted  their  ammunition,  I Avent  to  Major  Holt,  com- 
manding the  First  Begiment,  and  obtained  from  him  10  or  15  rounds 
per  man,  Avhich  I distributed  to  my  men. 

1 Avas  then  directed  by  Oeneral  Couch  to  Avithdniw  my  command  back 
near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  leaving  outlying  pickets  on  the  line  1 was 
occupying,  Avhich  I did,  and  then  Ave  lay  on  our  arms  until  Avithdrawu^ 
at  about  2 o’clock  a.  m. 

My  list  of  casualties,  Avhicli  acconipanies  this,  is  quite  large — 14  killed 
and  47  Avounded,  making  the  total  loss  01  out  of  the  Avhole  number  en- 
gaged— about  oOO.  I have  ])?irticularly  to  regret  the  loss  of  Capt. 
Stei)heii  M.  Doyle,  Killed  by  a Minie  ball,  avIio  upon  this  occasion,  as 
before  at  AViliiamsbiirg,  Fair  Oaks,  and  in  the  action  of  the  30th  of  June, 
Avas  conspicuous  for  his  gallaidry.  He  was  an  accomplished  officer,  an 
ornament  to  the  regiment  and  to  the  service,  and  he  fell  as  a true  sob 
dier  falls. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Oaid.  O.  H.  Hart, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Gen&raL 


NELSON  TAYLOB, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment, 
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Beport  of  CcqB.  Alfred  A.  Donalds^  Secenfy -third  New  York  Infantry^  of 
engagements  at  Oak  Grove^  or  Kiiufs  School- llouse^  and  Peach  Orchard, 
or  Ailerfs  Phirm,  and  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’’ s PArm  (P'raziePs 
P'arm). 


Hdqks.  Fourth  Regibient,  Excelsior  Brigade, 

July  1,  1802. 

Ill  accordance  to  orders  received  from  headquarters  I hereby  trans- 
mit a report  of  the  duty  performed  by  this  regiment,  commencing  on 
the  morning  of  rJnne  25  : 

The  regiment  left  cam])  at  Fair  Oaks  under  command  of  Oapt.  Alfred 
A.  Donalds  Avith  one  day’s  rations,  and  were  ordered  to  form  in  line  of 
battle,  the  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  the  Second 
Excelsior  on  onr  rigid.  Received  orders  to  de])loy  one  comi)any  as 
skirmisliers  and  push  forward  through  the  woods,  sn])ported  by  the 
main  line.  Continued  through  the  Avoods  toAvard  Richmond  until  at- 
tacked by  tlie  pickets  of  the  enemy  at  the  Brick  Chimney,  where  the 
regiment  had  a brisk  engagement,  und  lost  28  men  killed  and  Avonnded, 
holding  our  ground  for  some  time,  until  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the 
edge  of  the  Avoods  near  the  redoubt,  Avhen,  on  receiAung  a fresh  siip])ly 
of  ammunition,  we  returned  to  the  Brick  Chimney,  Avhere  Ave  received  a 
A'olley  of  musketry  from  the  (uiemy,  Avhich  Ave  ])romptly  returned, 
driving  them  Irom  their  ])osition.  We  Avere  tlien  relieA^ed  by  General 
Falmer’s  brigade  and  fell  back  to  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  and  lay  there 
until  sundown.  We  Avere  ordered  to  return  to  camp,  which  Avas  done 
in  good  order. 

June  2(5,  on  duty  in  ride  i)its  and  redoubt. 

June  27,  on  duty  in  rifle  pits  and  redoubt. 

June  28,  received  orders  to  hav^e  three  days’  rations  in  hawersacks, 
and  to  destroy  everything  that  could  not  be  carried. 

Gn  the  morning  of  the  29t;h  left  camp  and  fell  back  as  far  as  the 
second  line  of  defenses  betAveen  Fair  Oaks  and  Savage  Station,  AAdiere 
there  AAUis  a brisk  engagement  on  our  riglit.  We  lost  2 men  by  the 
bursting  of  stiell.  Left  the  ritie  pits  and  fell  back  through  the  Avoods, 
and  eucajiiped  in  a Avheat  held  near  Charles  City  road.  Left  this  ])lace 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  Went  through  the  AAOods  and  crossed  the 
Cliarles  City  road  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  aatis  held  in  reserve 
during  the  engagement  of  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  Avhich  we 
left  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  Avhen  aa^o  AA^ent  on  to  the  hill 
near  the  James  RiA'er,  Avhere  in  the  afternoon  Ave  Avent  on  picket, 
accom])anied  by  the  First  Excelsior.  We  Avere  next  ordered  to  the 
sui)])ort  of  General  Couch’s  division  same  night,  Avhich  place  Ave  left 
betAveen  1 and  2 o’clock  the  morning  of  the  2(1,  and  arrived  at  Harri- 
son’s Bar  same  afternoon,  and  on  the  4th  removed  to  the  camp  Ave  now 
occupy. 

All  of  Avhich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  A.  DONALDS, 

Captain,  Covmanding  PYurth  liegiment,  Excelsior  Brigade, 
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No.  52. 

KeporU  of  Col.  Charles  K.  Graham Severity-fourth  New  York  Infantry ^ 

of  the  engayement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King\s  Sehool- Mouse,  and  battles  of 

Glendale,  or  Nelsonh  Farm  {FrazieSs  Farm),  and  Malvern  Mill. 

ilDQRS.  Fifth  IIegt.,  Excelsior  Brig.,  U.  8.  Vols., 
Camp  near  James  Fiver,  Va.,  July  5,  1802. 

Captain  : On  the  25tli  ultimo,  at  8 a.  m.,  this  regiment  was  ordered 
beyond  the  intrenehments  at  Fair  Oaks  and  to  march  through  tlie 
woods  on  tlie  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  for  the  i)nri)ose  of  driving 
in  the  enemy’s  jiickets.  Throwing  out  two  companies  of  skirmishers  it 
advanced  over  oOO  yards  in  the  wood  without  encountering  any  opposi- 
tion. Then,  the  enemy  aiipearing  in  considerable  force,  the  skirmishers 
fell  back  on  the  regiment,  and  the  regiment  advanced  in  line  of  battle, 
sup])orted  on  the  right  by  the  Fourth  Kegiment  and  on  the  left  by  the 
First  Eegiment,  until  the  woods  were  about  cleared. 

At  this  time  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  rifle  pits  was  very  heavy,  and 
it  was  evident  that  they  were  in  considerable  force  and  rapidly  receiv- 
ing re-enforcements.  All  the  regiments  steadily  advanced,  pouring  in 
heavy  volleys,  and  the  enemy  was  forced  to  abandon  his  position. 

At  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  this  regiment  with  the 
others  of  this  brigade  was  withdrawn  to  the  skirt  of  the  wood.  Ke- 
maining  there  an  hour,  orders  were  again  received  to  advance  to  the 
position  occupied  by  us  in  the  wood  before  retiring.  This  was  done, 
the  opposition  being  comparatively  slight.  About  3 o’clock  the  enemy 
commenced  a heavy  tire  of  grape  and  canister,  but  fortunately  few  of 
the  regiments  were  injured.  Fresh  troops  arriving  to  relieve  the  bri- 
gade, this  regiment  returned  to  cami)  at  0 p.  m.  Killed,  2;  wounded, 
30;  total,  32.* 

All  the  officers  conducted  themselves  creditably.  In  the  absence  of 
the  ndjntant,  Lieut.  AVillard  Bullard  discharged  his  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  gallantry.  Sergeant  Vanderzee,  a new  recruit,  and  Sergeants 
Ihige  and  Wliitney,  and  Sergeant-Major  Chamberlain  deserve  especial 
mention  for  their  activity  and  coolness. 

In  t-he  action  of  the  Is't  instant,  [30th  ultimo],  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  this 
regiment  was  ordered  to  take  np  a position,  the  Fourth  Kegiment  on 
the  right  and  the  First  on  the  left,  along  the  borders  of  a fence,  which 
it  maintained  until  withdrawn,  about  3 a.  m.  on  the  2d,  [IstJ.  About 
1 ]).  m.  a heavy  fire  was  opened  from  the  wood  opi)osite,  wliich  was  iiot 
returned,  as  it  was  eAudent  that  it  proceeded  from  a portion  of  McCall’s 
commaml.  The  fence  and  the  character  of  the  ground  affording  excel- 
lent shelter,  no  persons  were  injured,  and  but  2 persons  were  slightly 
Avounded  during  the  Avhole  day  by  the  bursting  of  a shell. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  K.  GKAHAM, 

Colonel. 

Capt.  O.  II.  11  AiiT,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IIdqrs.  Fifth  Kegiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  j 

Camp  near  Marrisonh  Bar,  July  5,  1862.  | 

Captain:  On  the  2d  [Ist]  instant,  at  5 p.  m.,  this  regiment  Avas  or- 
dered Avith  the  others  of  the  brigade  to  the  support  of  the  First  Brigade,  I,; 
which  Avas  stationed  in  a Avood  but  a few  hundred  yards  from  the  camp. 


But  see  revised  stateuieut,  p.  38. 
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Arriviug  on  the  ground,  the  brigade  formed  in  a ravine,  and  continued 
there  until  ordered  to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Couch’s  division, 
which  was  engaged  on  the  left.  This  moveinent  was  executed  rapidly. 
Arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  regiments  were  formed  in  echelon, 
the  Third  Eegiment  40  paces  in  advance  of  the  Fifth,  which  positions 
were  maintained  during  the  continuation  of  the  fight,  the  Third  being 
,011  the  right  of  the  wood  and  the  Fifth  on  the  left,  about  100  yards  in 
advance  of  a battery  of  our  artillery.  Opening  an  oblique  fire  to  the 
left,  the  enemy  almost  immediately  retired  from  the  field. 

Subsequently  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the  field  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  battery  oii  the  right..  At  10  p.  m.  it  was  again  advanced, 
and  pickets  thrown  to  the  borders  of  the  woods.  These  pickets  couhl 
distinctly  see  the  enemy  gathering  uxi  the  wounded  and  hear  com- 
mands given  as  if  they  were  forming  for  an  attack  upon  the  battery. 
This  information  was  reported  to  General  Couch,  and  about  2 o’clock 
the  regiment  retired  from  the  field  with  the  force  on  duty  there. 

Kesxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CITAELES  K.  GEAHAM, 

Colonel. 


Capt.  O.  H.  llABT, 

A ssi slant  A djn tan  t-  Genera  1. 


No.  5B. 

Reports  of  Col.  Joseph  B.  Carr^  Second  New  Yorlc  Infa^itry,  commandinf^ 
Third  Brigade,  of  the  engagement  at  Oah  Grove,  or  King^s  Sehool- House, 
and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson’’ s Farm  (Frazier^ s Farm),  and  Mah 
rern  Hill. 

IIdqbs.  Third  Brig.,  IIooker’s  Biv.,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  20,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  which  the  Third  Brigade,  undei 
my  command,  took  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  on  the  25th  instant. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  this  command  relieved  General  Sickles’ 
brigade,  and  commenced  its  tour  of  duty  in  the  defenses  on  our  front. 
The  Eighth  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Yolunteers  were  ordered  out  on  the 
right  and  front  into  the  redoubt  and  the  rifle  i)its  extending  between 
it  and  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  Sixth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
were  sent  to  the  left  and  front  to  do  ])icket  duty  there.  The  rest  of  the 
force  were  disclosed  of  in  the  main  redoubt  and  the  defenses  to  the  right 
and  left  of  it.  At  8 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  First  and 
Second  Brigades  came  up,  and  were  by  the  command  of  General  Hooker 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  our  front  in  two  lines,  and  at  8.30  o’clock 
moved  forward  through  the  woods.  Firing  was  soon  heard,  which  after 
a short  time  became  lieavy,  and  at  9 o’clock  the  Seventh  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  which  had  previously  relieved  the  Eighth  Eegiment  in  the 
redoubt  on  the  left,  were  sent  forward  to  sux:)X)ort  the  Second  Brigade, 
engaged  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  the  woods  in  front. 

1 refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Col.  J.  W.  Eevere  for  a 
detailed  account  of  the  ])art  that  tlie  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
took  in  the  engagement,  and  as  they  were  immediately  under  the  e3"e 
of  General  Hooker  he  is  enabled  from  actual  observation  to  indorse  the 
praises  whi(4i  (Jolonel  Eevere  bestows  ux>on  the  coolness  and  bravery 
of  Ids  ol1i(;ers  and  men. 

The  Second  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  to  the  front 
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about  1.30  o’clock,  and  advanced  tliroiigh  tlie  woods  on  the  right  of  the 
Williamsburg  road  until,  after  receiving  two  volleys  from  the  enemy, 
they  formed  a junction  on  the  farther  edge  of  wood,  with  the  Teiitli 
Massachusetts  on  their  left  and  Eichardson’s  pickets  on  their  right.  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  although  this  was  effected  under  the  tire  of  the 
enemy,  the  loss  of  this  regiment  is  not  heavy.  Capt.  John  Arts,  of  Com- 
pany K,  who  had  volunteered  to  go  ahead  of  the  regiment  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  our  forces  in  front,  was  so  severely  wounded  in  the 
leg  while  bravely  performing  that  duty  as  to  render  amputation  neces- 
sary. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  witli  few  exceptions  behaved 
remarkably  well.  I would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  rei)ort  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Olmsted,  commanding,  for  a more  detailed  statement  of 
the  services  rendered. 

The  Fifth  New  Jersey  Yolunteers  were  on  picket  duty  on  the  front 
and  left  of  the  road  during  the  day,  and  after  General  Grover  had  made 
his  advance  the  Seventh,  by  order,  advanced  their  pickets,  and  estab- 
lished them  about  20  paces  in  front  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
First  Brigade.  About  2 o’clock  the  Seventh  were  ordered  to  retire  to 
the  tree  used  by  the  lookouts,  where  it  remained  until  7 o’clock  p.  m., 
when  a lieavy  tire  of  musketry  came  from  the  left  of  the  tree,  and  by 
order  of  General  Grover  the  regiment  moved  forward  to  sui^port  the 
line,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, and  remained  there  until  11  o’clock  p.  m.,  when  they  were  relieved 
by  the  P'ourth  Maine  Volunteers. 

The  rest  of  my  force  were  in  the  main  redoubt  and  trenches  during 
the  day,  ready  to  drive  the  enemy  back  had  they  succeeded  in  forcing 
our  men  who  were  engaged  in  front  to  retire. 

Tlie  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  brigade  is  as  follows, 
as  per  regimental  returns: 


Colonel  Second  Neic  Yorlc  Yolnnieers^  Commandina  Brigade. 


Capt.  Jos.  Dickinson,  Asf^utant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  l)iy.,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Armif  of  the  Fotomae^  July  8,  1802. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  Third  Brigade,  commanded  by  me,  during  the  change 
of  front  and  the  battles  in  which  it  was  engaged: 
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On  Saturday,  tbo  28tli  ultimo,  at  4 ]).  m.,  I was  ordered  to  the  front 
to  relieve  tlie  First  Brigade,  then  performing  picket  duty.  After  arriv- 
ing I stationed  the  different  regiments  as  follows,  viz:  Sixth  New 
Jersey  in  the  advance  redoubt,  the  Seventh  New  Jersey  on  the  right 
of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  Fifth  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  and 
the  Second  New  York  on  the  left  of  the  road ; also  sent  90  of  the  Second 
New  York  as  the  advance  picket.  At  11  o’clock  that  evening  I received 
orders  to  have  all  the  wagons  loaded  with  commissary  stores  and  am- 
munition and  for  every  man  to  provide  himself  \titli  three  days’  ra- 
tions, which  order  I promulgated  to  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments. 

At  5 o’clock  a.  m.,  June  29,  I was  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  in 
order  that  I might  prepare  my  brigade  to  move,  which  was  done  In  a 
very  brief  sjiace  of  time.  At  (1  o’clock  I commenced  the  movement, 
ami  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road  about 
a mile  to  the  rear  of  the  rifle  pits.  I was  then  ordered  by  General 
Hooker  to  move  and  form  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  the 
rear  of  the  second  line  of  defenses.  There  we  remained  until  4 o’clock 
p.  111.,  when  I was  ordered  to  move  and  take  the  rear  of  the  division, 
which  covered  the  whole  column.  This  position  we  retained  without 
molestation  from  the  enemy  until  we  arrived  at  White  Oak  Swamp, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  12  m.  on  the  following  morning  (30th)  1 was  ordered  to  form  line  of 
battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  Quaker  Meeting-House, 
to  support  Generals  McCall  and  Kearny,  who  anticipated  an  attack  from 
the  enemy.  I posted  four  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade 
and  one  on  the  left  of  the  Serxind  Brigade  (the  Second  New  York),  di- 
recting them  to  throw  out  on(‘.  company  as  hankers.  While  the  enemy 
was  hotly  engaged  with  the  first  line  they  advanced  on  to  our  left  and 
engaged  the  hankers  from  the  Second  New  York,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Sidney  W.  Bark,  who  stood  their  ground  nobly,  and  captured  one 
battlehag  (bearing  the  inscriptions  ‘AVilliamsburg”  and  “Seven  Pines”) 
1 lieutenant-colonel,  1 cajrtain,  5 lieutenants,  and  from  30  to  40  enlisted 
men — all  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Virginia.  As  the  enemy  did 
not  advance  by  the  lirst  line  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  did  not  be- 
come engaged.  I retained  the  position  until  3 o’clock  the  next  morning, 
July  1,  when  ordered  to  move  to  the  rear  of  the  First  Ifrigade,  whicli 
order  1 endeavored  to  carry  out,  but  was  prevented  by  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, Avhich  broke  through  my  line  and  passed  me,  as  I believe,  con- 
trary to  orders.  At  about  h o’clock  I arrived  at  Kemp’s  farm,  on  the 
James  Biver.  After  remaining  here  for  two  hours  was  ordered  to  form 
line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  was  done  under  a heavy  hre 
ifom  the  enemy’s  battery,  but  the  position  was  chosen  by  General 
Hooker,  and  it  was  a sidendid  one,  for  we  could  resist  an  attack  against 
three  times  our  number,  as  every  man  was  under  cover. 

I remained  here  until  3 o’clock  the  following  morning,  July  2,  vvhen 
I received  orders  fronu  General  Ileintzclman’s  aide  to  move  my  brigade 
immediately,  and  also  notity  General  Grover  to  <lo  the  same.  1 sent 
word  to  General  Grover,  and  at  the  same  lime  moved  my  own  brigade. 
It  comimmced  raining,  and  raiiuMl  incessantly  until  after  my  arrival 
at  Harrison’s  Landiiig,  which  rendered  the  march  excessively  severe, 
(isj)ecially  on  the  convalescents.  Alt(‘r  riaiching  Harrison’s  Landing 
we  immediately  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  the  following  morn- 
ing, duly  3,  when  we  were  ordered  to  march,  without  camp  equipage 
or  kna])sacks.  After  marching  about2  miles  and  halting  as  many  hours 
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we  were  ordered  to  aiiotlier  camp,  where  we  remained  until  the  follow- 
ing morning,  when  General  Patterson  took  command  of  the  brigade. 

In  closing,  it  affords  me  no  ordinary  pleasure  to  compliment  nearly 
all  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  especially  Colonel  Mott,  of  the  Sixth  New 
Jersey,  for  his  coolness  and  excellent  judgment,  and  Capt.  Sidney  W. 
Park  of  the  Second  Infantry,  New  York  Volnnteei’s,  who  commanded 
his  company  while  acting  as  flankers  during  the  engagement  of  the 
3()th  ultimo,  and  captured  so  many  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  a battle 
flag,  without  losing  a man  ; also  Lieut.  0.  K.  Hall  for  his  very  efficient 
and  able  services  as  aide  during  the  whole  movements  and  engagements 
which  the  brigade  took  part  in. 

Colonel  Starr’s  report  has  been  sent  for  on  three  different  occasions, 
and  he  has  up  to  the  ])resent  neglected  to  forward  it. 

The  report  of  the  affair  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  forwarded  hereto- 
fore. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOS.  B.  CAPR, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Jos.  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Division. 


No.  54. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  H.  Starr ^ Fifth  New  Jersey  Infantry.,  of  operations 

June  '2S-July  1. 

IIdqrs.  Fifth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Harrisoids  Landing,  Ya.,  July  12,  18G2. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  I briefly  report  that  my  regiment,  form- 
ing a part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Hooker’s  division,  Avas  one  of  the  last 
regiments  to  fall  back  from  onr  position  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  formed  a 
j)art  of  the  rear  guard  on  the  29th  of  June.  The  regiment  Avas  under 
tire  ewery  day  of  the  movement  from  Fair  Oaks  to  this  camp  saA^e  one, 
but  AAUs  not  called  upon  to  take  an  actiAUA  part  in  any  one  of  the  series 
of  engagements  Avhich  characterized  the  change  of  the  base  of  opera- 
tions. 

A list  of  casualties  since  the  1st  of  June  I have  had  the  honor  of 
submitting.* 

From  the  2d  to  the  28th  of  June  inclusive  the  regiment  was  on 
picket  duty  eA^ery  third  day,  and  a number  of  casualties  oc»cnrred.  The 
insalubrity  of  the  locality  of  its  camp,  its  hard  service,  exposure,  and 
Avant  of  palatable  food  liaA^e  sickened,  weakened,  and  exhausted  the 
regiment,  and  repose  has  become  an  absolute  necessity.  I take  pleas- 
ure in  being  able  to  say  that  the  regiment  in  retreat  bore  itself  (Avith 
some  exceptions,  AAdiicii  I shall  name)  with  as  much  coolness  and  delib- 
eration as  if  it  had  been  advancing  instead  of  retreating  before  a 
greatly-superior  force.  Aly  regiment  is  reduced  by  death  and  sickness 
to  441  effectiA^e  musketeers,  but  on  these  the  general  may  confldentl3" 
rely. 

T1ie  exceptions  alluded  to  above  are  Lieuts.  C.  A.  Angel  and  Theo- 
dore P.  Large,  and  some  30  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who 
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absconded  the  niglit  previous  to  tlie  29tli  June  and  jn^eceded  the  army 
to  this  camp.  Doubtless  their  intention  was  to  have  retnriuMl  to  their 
homes  had  they  not  been  stopi)ed  by  the  provost  guard. 

I deem  it  my  duty,  in  connection  with  tliis  report,  to  enlarge  upon 
the  demoralizing  influence  of  certain  officers  of  volunteers,  who  main- 
tain that  an  officer  1ms  the  right,  if  he  be  sick  and  unable  to  obtain  a 
leave  of  absence,  to  go  without  one.  Ca]>t.  James  F.  Uusling,  brigade 
quartermaster  of  this  brigade,  advocates  this  principle,  and  has  himself 
acted,  I have  been  informed,  on  the  priucijde  he  avows.  This  officer 
was  formerly  my  regimental  quartermaster,  and  possesses  some  inllu- 
ence  with  the  officers  of  my  regiment.  11  is  language  and  exam})le, 
I have  no  doubt,  have  had  a very  injurious  effect  upon  the  minds  of 
my  officers,  lie  has  asserted  and  maintained  that  an  officer  of  my 
regiment  who  deserted  at  Williamsburg  and  returned  to  New  Jersey 
was  justified  in  leaving  without  permission  because  he  was  ill,  and 
declared  that  he  would  do  the  like.  Another  officer.  Dr.  James  (J. 
Fisher,  brigade  surgeon  of  this  brigade,  has  caused  me  considerable 
trouble,  because  he  persists  in  urging  upon  the  medical  officers  of  my 
regiment  that  I,  their  commanding  officer,  have  no  control  over  them 
whatever;  that  they  may  leave  cam])  at  any  time  without  my  ])ermis- 
sion,  or  the  army  with  a sim])le  leave  from  their  sui)erior  medicjil  otficer ; 
that  the  medical  dei)artnient  is  wliolly  independent  of  the  military  de- 
partment, ‘‘being  a separate  organization,”  &c. 

I should  have  taken  official  action  against  all  the  delinquents  named 
herein  were  there  an.y  hope  that  justice  might  be  administered  through 
the  actio  i of  a general  court-martial.  There  being  no  such  hope  in  my 
mind,  I res])ectfully  submit  the  facts  for  such  remedy  as  the  general- 
in  chief  may  see  fit  to  ap])ly. 

1 am,  \wy  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  II.  STARE, 

" Colonel  Fifth  N.  J.  YohinteevH^  Commanding  Regimenf. 

Capt.  Jos.  Dtoktnson, 

AsHistant  Adjutant^ General^  Jlooler-s  Fivision. 


No.  55. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  Ramsey^  Fifth  Neiv  Jersey  Infantry^  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Dale  Grore^  or  Kiiufs  hlehool- House. 

Camp  of  the  Fifth  New  Jeesey  Volunteers, 

Fair  OalcSj  Va.,  June  25,  18(12. 

Sir  : In  com])liance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the  bri- 
gade I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  tlie  Fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  of  the  25th  of 
June : 

The  regiment  marched  from  its  camp  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  to 
l)erform  its  tour  of  ])icket  duty,  remaining  in  the  rifle  ])its  during  the 
night.  Early  in  the  morning  the  regiment  was  ordered  lorward  to  re- 
lieve the  ])icket  line.  Shortly  after  establishing  my  men  on  the  line,  I 
receiv(Ml  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding  the  lirigade  to  withdraw 
my  ])i(;ket  as  soon  as  the  First  Brigade  had  formecl  line  of  battle  in 
my  rear  of  the  line.  The  First  Brigade  having  formed  line  of  battle,  I 
ordered  my  men  to  retire,  and  then  formed  the  battalion  in  rear  of  the 
First  Brigades  as  ordered. 
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About  10  o’clock  p.  lu.  of  tbe  25tli  I received  orders  from  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  division  to  establish  a picket  line  on  the  ground 
occupied  by  Grover’s  brigade.  On  the  receipt  of  that  order  I marched 
seven  companies  forward,  and  established  the  line  about  20  paces  in 
front  of  Sickles’  and  Grover’s  brigades.  In  a few  minutes  after  the 
line  had  been  established  a volley  of  musketry  was  fired  from  the  rear, 
for  what  reason  1 know  not,  but  certainly  it  was  not  at  an  advancing 
enemy.  Fortunately  my  men  were  lying  down;  but  2 being  wounded 
by  the  volley. 

About  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  I received  orders  from  the  general 
commanding  the  division  to  withdraw  my  men  and  form  the  battalion 
in  rear  of  the  tree  used  as  a lookout. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  evening  I received  orders  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding the  brigade  to  march  the  regiment  inside  of  our  line  of  works, 
when  General  Grover  requested  me  to  remain,  stating  that  the  enemy 
were  then  shelling  his  line,  and  he  might  require  re-enforcements,  which 
request  I complied  with. 

At  7 o’clock  in  the  evening  a heavy  volume  of  inusketry  came  from 
the  left  of  the  tree  mentioned  above.  General  Grover  then  ordered  me 
to  the  support  of  the  line,  and  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  wdiich  i)osition  I remained  in  until  11  o’clock 
at  nigiit,  being  relieved  by  the  Fourth  Maine  Volunteers. 

Several  of  the  companies  had  nothing  to  eat  during  tlie  entire  day 
except  breakfast.  Colonel  Starr,  having  a severe  attack  of  dysentery 
for  the  past  several  days,  part  of  the  time  being  confined  to  liis  tent, 
was  unable  to  appear  upon  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  RAMSEY, 

Major  Fifth  Neic  Jersey  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Capt.  0.  M.  Prevost, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Brigade. 


No.  56. 

Report  of  Col.  Ger shorn  Mott.,  Sixth  Few  Jersey  Infantry.,  of  operatnons 

June  2S- July 

Headquarters  Sixth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Camp  7iear  IIarrison\H  Jjanding,  Ftt.,  Jtdy  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment 
during  the  engagements  since  Saturday,  June  28: 

At  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  I received  orders  tliat  tiie  Third  Brigade 
would  relieve  the  First,  then  on  duty  at  the  trenches  at  Fair  Oaks. 
When  arrived  there  I wiis  ordered  to  occupy  the  outer  redoubt  and 
to  hold  it  at  all  hazards.  About  1.30  o’clock  a.  m.,  of  Sunday,  June 
20,  I received  an  order  that  the  wagons  were  to  be  loaded  with  provis- 
ions and  started  to  the  rear,  all  private  property  to  be  destroyed,  and 
the  public  property  that  could  not  be  transported  to  be  destroyed  like- 
wise. At  about  4 a.  m.  I was  relieved  by  Colonel  Cowdin,  and  I re- 
ceived an  order  to  march  my  regiment  to  camp,  have  knapsacks  packed, 
tents  struck,  men  to  get  their  breakfast,  and  to  be  furnished  with  three 
days’  provisions,  and  that  1 had  fifteen  minutes  to  do  it  all  in. 

1 lelt  camii  about  5 a.  m.,  and  marched  to  the  rear  about  half  a mile 
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au(l  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road;  re- 
mained there  about  one  hour,  then  resumed  march  to  the  rear  and 
formed  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  same  road  to  the  right  of  the 
Fifth  New  Jersey  Yolnnteers,  which  regiment  occupied  some  earthworks 
there.  About  4 p.  m,  resumed  the  march  and  continued  until  about 
10  ]).  m.,  when  I bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  Monday  morning  about  9 o’clock  I was  ordered  into  position  to 
form  a second  line  of  battle  on  White  Oak  Swamp,  to  support  Gen- 
erals Kearny  and  McCall.  In  the  afternoon  they  had  a severe  battle 
with  the  enemy,  and  shell  and  shot  flew  thick  among  my  regiment,  but 
having  them  well  protected  I only  had  2 men  wounded,  1 being  struck 
by  a piece  of  shell,  the  other  by  a buck-shot,  both  slight  wounds.  I 
held  this  i^osition  until  about  daylight  on  Tuesday,  July  1,  when  orders 
were  received  to  march  to  Kemp’s  farm,  near  the  James  River,  where 
we  were  halted  for  a time,  a.nd  about  10  o’clock  were  ordered  to  sui^port 
some  batteries  which  were  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

[ formed  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment 
and  in  front  of  the  Fifth  New  Jersey  Yolnnteers.  My  regiment  was 
well  ])rotected  by  a bluff  in  front,  but  pieces  of  shell  fell  thick  around 
us  and  a few  musket  balls.  I had  1 man  wounded  by  a ball  in  the 
hand  at  this  time.  1 held  this  ])osition  until  about  3.30  a.  m.  July  *2, 
when  ordered  to  march  to  near  llarrison’s  Landing.  About  this  time 
it  commenced  to  rain  very  hard.  The  men  got  thoroughly  wet  through, 
and  the  roads  were  in  a terrible  condition,  and  much  confusion  on  the 
route,  which  was  added  to  by  General  Sickles  with  his  command  cut- 
ting through  my  regiment,  thereby  cutting  ott*  my  two  left  companies 
and  ordering  one  of  my  captains  under  arrest  (which  by.iny  instruc- 
tions he  did  not  obey).  On  Wednesday,  July  3,  I moved  to  this  camp. 

During  the  engagement  and  march  the  officers  and  men,  with  but  a 
few  exceptions,  behaved  well,  and  fully  sustained  the  reputation  they 
had  gained  at  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks. 

Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 

Colonel  Sixth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  G.  K.  ITall, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  HoolceVs  Division. 


No.  r>7. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  If.  Revere,  Seve^ith  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the 
engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King'^s  School- House. 

llEAUQUARTERS  SEVENTH  NeW  JERSEY  YOLUNTEERS, 

Cainp  Lincoln,  Va.,  June  2G,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedicmce  to  your  order  of  June  26,  1862,  I have  to  report 
that  when  with  my  regiment  on  guard  in  the  redoubt  in  front  of  this 
camj),  at  9 a.  m.  2r>th  instant,  1 received  orders  from  General  Hooker 
to  hold  ouiselves  in  readiness  to  sujiport  the  regiments  of  the  Second 
Ibigade  of  this  division,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  our  front. 
The  r(‘giment  was  quickly  formed  and  moved  up  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  where  we  lay  a short  time  in  line.  In  obedience  to  orders  we 
again  advanced  through  the  woods,  with  our  left  on  the  Williamsburg 
road,  and  i)assing  through  this  diflicult  ground  for  about  half  a mile. 
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driving-  before  US  with  our  fire  the  enemy,  eame  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods  on  the  other  side.  There  we  dressed  on  line,  somewhat  aug^ 
mented  by  some  30  of  the  Second  Brigade,  who  were  lost  in  the  woods, 
and  commenced  a heavy  and  well-directed  tile  tire  against  the  enemy  in 
onr  front,  wliich  was  hotly  returned  by  them.  A rebel  regiment,  retir- 
ing by  a haidv  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  also  received  a well  sustained 
and  severe  tire  from  our  left-flank  companies,  and  tbeir  colors  were 
seen  several  times  to  fall  before  it. 

Tlie  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment  stood  steadily  as  a reserve 
to  onr  line,  and  at  this  time  (10.30  ji.  m.),  the  enemy  appearing  in  strong 
numbers  in  the  woods  in  our  front,  General  Hooker  ordered  us  to  retire, 
which  we  did  in  good  order,  carrying  otf  our  dead  and  wounded  and 
leaving  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  on  the  ground,  at  11  a.  m. 

1 have  to  mention  especially  for  your  commendation  the  gallant  and 
skillfnl  conduct  of  Capt.  H.  (J.  Bartlett,  who  acted  as  field  officer,  and 
to  whom  1 am  much  indebted  for  his  cool  and  -deliberate  courage  and 
invaluable  assistance  in  carrying  out  my  commands;  also  to  Capt. 
Frederick  Cooper  and  Acting  Adjt.  Lient.  W.  J.  Evans,  who,  though 
(piite  sick,  nobly  stood  to  his  duty  and  enconraged  the  men. 

1 i)articnlarly  desire  to  mention  the  noble  and  phihinthro]^ic  conduct 
of  *Kev.  Dr.  Julius  D.  Bose,  chaplain  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
who,  as  previously  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  ranged  over  the  field 
with  the  musicians,  seeking  out  and  ministering  to  the  wounded  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  to  Surg.  D.  W.  C.  Hough  and  Asst.  Surg. 
A.  Satterthwaite,  who,  from  the  proximity  of  our  camp  to  the  field, 
were  laboriously  engaged,  not  only  in  attending  to  our  own,  but  also  to 
the  wounded  of  several  regiments,  though  both  in  feeble  health. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  courage  and  determination, 
few  though  they  were  in  numbers — the  regiment  numbering  in  the  com- 
bat only  1 field  officer  (myself),  3 captains,  1 acting  adjutant,  5 lieu- 
tenants, and  280  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Capt.  James  McKiernan,  Com- 
pany G,  missing,  who  bravely  left  a sick  couch  to  take  his  place  in  our 
ranks  and  commanded  his  comj)any  with  his  accustomed  bravery;  also 
Second  Lieut.  A.  T.  Chazotte,  Company  F,  who  fell  while  encouraging 
his  com])any  in  the  most  daring  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BEVERE, 

Colonel  Seventh  Neiv  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Capt.  C.  M.  Prevost, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..^  Third  Brigade^  IloolceVs  Division. 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  C.  Bartlett.,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry^  of  opera- 
tions June  2S- July  1. 

Camp  Seventh  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Near  Harrison^s  Bar.,  Va.,  July  8,  1862. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  conduct  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
during  the  late  retreat  from  the  rifle  pits  iu  front  of  Richmond  to  this 
place : 

On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  28th  day  of  June,  the  regiment 
moved  to  the  I'ront  nnder  my  command,  to  relieve  (with  the  other  regi- 
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ments  of  this  brigade)  the  brigade  then  on  duty  there.  Owing  to  the 
sickness  and  absence  of  many  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  1 had  with 
me  but  one  captain  (Frederick  Cooper,  of  Conii)any  F)  and  three  lieu- 
tenants (Hillyer  and  Mullery,  of  Company  K),  and  Conrsen,  of  Com- 
pany I),  the  latter  being  acting  adjutant.  Al)out  midnight  I received 
an  order  to  send  the  teams  to  Orcliard  Station  for  provisions  and  am- 
munition and  to  destroy  all  property  tliat  we  could  not  carry.  At  that 
late  hour  it  was  impossible  to  hud  our  teams  (which  had  some  days 
previous  been  ordered  to  the  rear)  among  the  mass  of  wagons  that 
crowded  the  roads.  I therefore  ordered  the  two  wagons  in  cam])  (the 
only  ones  I was  able  to  obtain)  to  load  with  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  directed  the  officers  to  destroy  their  personal  baggage  and 
tents,  which  was  done  in  the  most  thorough  and  com])lete  manner. 
Having  seen  that  the  men  of  the  command  were  supi)lied  with  three 
days’  rations  I destroyed  all  the  rest  of  the  provisions  that  one  wagon 
could  not  carry,  having  reserved  the  other  for  ammunition. 

At  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  took  u})  the  line 
of  march  to  the  rear,  and  occupied  the  ride  pits  of  the  second  line  of 
defense,  where  we  remained  till  3.30  o’clock.  We  then  moved  along 
the  road  toward  White  Oak  Swamp,  which  we  i)assed  before  sundown, 
and  bivouacked  a short  distance  beyond.  In  the  morning  we  again 
moved  forward  toward  tlie  James  Eiver,  and  halted  about  2 miles  from 
our  bivouac,  near  the  New  Market  road.  Here  tlie  regiment  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  a wood  commanding  an  open 
held,  through  whi(9i  the  enemy  were  expected  to  advance.  Here  we 
remained  under  arms  till  daylight  the  next  morning,  the  enemy  not 
having  been  able  to  force  their  way  through  the  front  line.  The  men 
behaved  with  great  coolness,  though  grape,  canister,  shell,  and  bullets 
Hew  thick  around  us,  wounding  2 of  my  men.  At  daylight  we  resumed 
our  march,  and  reached  Malvern  Hill  shortly  after  sunrise. 

The  enemy  having  advanced  to  attack  us  at  this  ])oint,  I was  ordered 
to  take  the  regiment  to  supi)ort  tlie  Fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and 
while  posted  in  their  rear  Ordeiiy-Sergeant  Dougherty,  of  Company  A, 
was  wounded  in  the  hand  by  one  of  the  enemy’s  shells.  Shortly  after, 
by  order  of  Colonel  Carr,  I detailed  two  comjianies  (C  and  11)  to  exteml 
the  line  of  the  Sixth  New  Jersey,  and  took  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment to  the  front  to  support  the  First  Brigade.  Here  we  were  in  ])lain 
sight  of  the  rebel  battery  on  a hill  about  a half  mile  in  front  of  us,  and 
were  treated  to  a shower  of  shell  and  solid  shot,  but  by  keeping  my 
men  down  close  to  the  ground  we  rendered  their  lire  harmless. 

At  daylight  we  resumed  our  march  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  (our 
own,  the  Third,  having  moved  off  without  us)  and  reached  the  James 
Fiver  about  0 o’clock,  where  shortly  afterward  Major  Price,  who  had 
been  absent  on  leave,  rejoined  the  regiment  and  relieved  me  of  com- 
mand. 

On  a roll  call  made  by  my  order  after  we  got  into  cam])  I ascertained 
that  out  of  the  whole  number  I started  with  from  the  rille  ])its  in  front 
f>f  Kichmond  but  8 men  were  absent,  including  the  3 before  mentioned 
as  wounded.  These  have  all  since  made  their  ai)pearance,  and  I am 
happy  to  rei)ort  that  I have  lost  no  men  during  this  retreat. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Capt.  Frederick  Cooper  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  seconded  my  efforts  and  for  his  constant  vigilance  and 
attention,  as  also  to  Lieutenant  Conrsen,  acting  adjutant,  who  spared 
no  ett'ort  to  make  himself  useful  and  whose  aid  in  carrying  out  my 
orders  was  invaluable.  1 have  also  to  thank  lieutenants  Hillyer  and 
Mullery,  of  Comi)any  K,  for  the  steady  and  faithful  manner  in  which 
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they  pertormed  their  duties.  Sergeant-Major  Smith,  of  Com])any  A,, 
and  Orderly-Sergeant  Crane,  of  Company  C,  who  were  placed  by  me* 
in  command  of  companies,  also  acquitted  themselves  in  the  most  praise- 
worthy manner. 

When  it  is  considered  tliat  the  regiment  was  almost  entirely  without 
officers,  it  certainly  speaks  well  for  the  men  that  the  regiment  should 
have  been  brought  into  camp  with  so  few  stragglers. 

V ery  respectfully, 

HENEY  C.  BAETLETT, 

Capt.  Co.  (7,  Seventh  N.  J.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Eegt.  on  the  Retreat. 

Capt.  C.  M.  Prevost,  A.  A.  G.,  Third  Brigade^  Hooker^s  Division. 


Eo.  59. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  S.  Tipson^  Eighth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions June  2^- July  1. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 

Eeport  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers  from  their 
camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  29,  1862,  until  their  arrival  on  the  ])anks 
of  the  James  Elver: 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
this  regiment  took  up  their  line  of  march  with  the  Third  Brigade,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Carr,  of  HookeFs  division,  and  assisted  in  the 
various  maneuvers  appertaining  to  the  different  changes  and  locations 
of  the  division,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  has  tlu^ 
satisfaction  of  stating  that  there  were  no  officers  or  enlisted  men  killed 
in  any  of  the  skirmishes  on  the  march,  nor  have  any  officers  or  enlisted 
men  of  the  regiment  been  taken  prisoners  or  wounded. 

WM.  S.  TIPSON, 

Captain,  Commanding  Eighth  Regiment  N.  J.  Volunteers. 

[Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.] 


No.  60. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Olmsted,  Second  New  York  Infantry,  of 
the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King’s  School-House,  and  battles  of 
Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  26,  1862. 
Eeport  of  skirmish  of  Second  Infan tiy.  New  York  Volunteers,  June 
25.  1862,  made  by  order  of  General  Hooker,  as  follows : 

The  order  received  direct  from  General  Hooker  was  that  I should 
take  the  regiment  through  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  form 
on  the  line  and  right  of  the  Second  Excelsior  Eegiment;  after  that  to 
throw  out  skirmishers  in  advance  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  to  connect 
with  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second  Excelsior  and  Sumner’s  pickets,  on 
our  right.  I was  taken  to  the  point  of  exit  into  the  Avoods  by  the  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  of  General  Hooker  and  ad  vane,  d in  line  of  battle 
through  the  woods,  which  task  Avas  difficult  and  troublesome,  on  ac- 
count of  the  thick  woods  and  swamps  on  our  right. 
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After  getting  in  the  woods  about  100  yards  threw  out  skirmishers 
to  find  out  our  position  and  also  the  iiosition  of  tlie  Excelsior  yecxind, 
wliich  was  reported  to  me  as  being  on  the  immediate  front  of  onr  regi- 
ment. I halted  the  regiment,  still  keeping  skirmishers  ahead,  and  sent 
Capt.  John  Arts,  who  volunteered  to  go  out  ahead  and  to  the  left  of 
onr  regiment  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  regiment  ahead.  He  had 
been  gone  but  about  five  minutes  when  we  received  a volley  from  the 
front,  and  then  some  of  our  skirmishers  fired,  when  some  men  of  Company 
H commenced  firing  without  orders,  which  generally  spread  throughout 
the  line.  I succeeded  in  stopi)ing  the  firing,  when  we  got  another  vol- 
ley, seemingly  from  onr  immediate  front.  AV e did  not  fire,  but  laid  low. 
At  the  first  fire  from  enemy  or  friend  Cai)t.  John  Arts  was  wounded  by 
a round  ball  in  the  knee. 

We  advanced  to  a road  running  parallel  with  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
at  right  angles  with  the  road  rnnning  from  onr  camp,  halted,  and  here 
came  on  the  jierision  of  the  adjutant-general  of  General  Sickles,  who  in- 
formed me  that  we  liad  been  firing  over  their  heads,  and  that  they  also 
received  a volley  from  the  front.  He  went  through  tlie  woods  and  ascer- 
tained the  right  of  the  Excelsior.  He  returned  and  I advanced.  AVe 
lapi)ed  them  about  two  companies. 

Aftei-  getting  on  the  right  of  this  regiment  we  received  another  volley, 
but  (lid  not  fire.  Shortly  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  came  u])  and  in  front 
of  us,  when  we  got  another  volley.  Some  of  our  men  fired  and  broke. 
AVe  also  had  a rear  fire  of  shell  from  some  battery.  Notified  General 
Hooker,  wlio  stopped  it.  Here  received  an  order  to  move  to  right  200 
files  and  allo\v  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  to  come  in  and  occupy  our 
])lace,  we  to  take  the  right  of  them.  Did  so.  Here  sent  out  Company 
D as  skirmishers  to  the  front  to  edge  of  woods  and  met  the  picdxcts 
of  Tenth  Massachusetts,  but  nothing  on  our  right.  Notified  General 
Hooker,  wlio  ordered  me  to  skirmish  front  our  right  oblirpiely.  Did  so, 
and  the  report  was  that  there  was  no  x)icket  on  onr  right;  that  they 
liad  Vv  itlidrawn  on  account  of  the  shells  falling  among  "them  from  our 
battery.  They  came  out  with  onr  comx)any,  C,  who  had  been  skirmish- 
ing. 

Eimling  our  x)ickets  did  not  (mnnect  on  the  right,  I liad  a company 
and  half  de])loyed  to  the  front  at  this  place.  We  joined  with  Eicliard- 
son’s  pickets  aliout  150  yards  or  so  to  the  front;  also  deployed  a jiart  of 
a company  on  onr  riglit  flank,  to  overcome  surprise  on  that  (juarter. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Lieutenant  McFeeters,  of  Conijiany 
H,  behaved  very  unsoldier- like  in  running  to  the  rear  and  hiding  be- 
hind a large  stum}).  This  was  rex^orted  to  me  by  Lieul-enant  8(diiafer. 
1 had  a very  liard  time  to  rally  his  company  and  bring  them  to  the 
front.  No  order  was  given  by  me  at  any  time  to  hre,  knowing  the  skir- 
mishers w^re  ont  ami  the  regiments  ahead,  but  at  the  hre  of  the  men 
called  out  to  “Stox)  fire,”  “Don’t  fire,”  &c.  Cax^tain  Maguire  was  fired 
on  by  some  wood-choi)X)ers  while  he  was  out  as  skirmishers  and  x>ickeL 
H(i  returned  a ^'olley,  when  it  ceased.  The  Tenth  Massachusetts  re- 
lieved our  ])icket  and  then  returned,  x>r©viously  being  notified  that  wes 
wonld  be  relieved  soon. 

I hand  you  a list  of  wounded  and  missing  for  the  25th,  1862.* 

W.  A.  OLMSTED, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  iSeoond  Infantry  W.  lA  Vols.^  Comdg. 
[Assistant  Ad.jutant-Genekal, 

Third  Brigade^  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,] 


Embodied  iu  revised  statemeiit,  p.  37, 


160 


[Chap.  XXITI 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 

lluQUS.  Second  Regiment  New  Yorac  Volunteers, 
Cami)  near  Harrison’’ s Landing^  Ye.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I liAVC  the  lionor  to  iniike  the  followiiii>‘  rei)()rt  of  the  recent 
ii)()V(‘inenLs  niii(l(‘,  troin  T"air  Oaks  to  Harrison’s  LaiKlinj^': 

Tlie  reiL>iinent  was  out  on  ])ieket  ^uard  at  Fair  Oaks,  liaviici>-  relievcHl 
Oeneral  Sickles’  brigade  at  d.30  j).  in.  on  Saturday,  June  28,  1862.  Re- 
ceiN^ed  two  circulars,  under  date  fluiie  28,  by  a mounted  orderly,  at  1.30 
a.  in.  June  29,  which  were  obeyed.  Took  u])  line  of  march  at  4 a.  m., 
and  ])roceeded  down  the  Williamsburg  road  iii  the  direction  of  General 
Hooker’s  (luarters.  The  regiment  formed  line  of  battle  in  a held  ojipo- 
site  to  the  general’s  (luarters,  acting  as  reserve.  Again  took  up  line 
of  march,  formed  into  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road  behind  the 
breastworks.  Took  uj)  line  of  march  at  4 p.  m.  toward  the  Quaker 
Cross  Roads,  encamped  in  an  open  held,  and  remained  during  the  day 
(iMonday)  till  2.30  j).  m.  Received  orders  to  march.  Subsequently 
formed  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp. 
Receiv'ed  orders  from  Colonel  Carr,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  report 
to  (b'lieral  Sickles.  Olieyed,  and  was  ])osted  on  the  left  of  his  brigade — 
a very  im])orta,nt  iiosition.  Were  ordered  to  throw  out  Hankers  to  the 
left,  consisting  of  Captain  Ikirk’s  company,  Company  1^,  and  relievetl  a 
comi>any  of  General  Sickles’  brigade. 

At  this  ])oint  Ca])tain  Ikirk  captured  several  rebel  officers  and  ink 
vates  and  the  colors  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Virginia  Volun- 
teers. 

At  7 o’clock  p.  m.  received  orders  to  throw  out  skirmishers  to  the 
left  and  front  ot  the  wo(k1s,  to  bring  in  the  Avounded  of  our  party,  as 
well  as  ]‘ebels.  Several  ])risoners  were  brought  in.  Huring  the  night 
Ave  lost  1 lieufenant  and  1 private,  sui)posed  to  be  killed. 

Received  orders  on  Tuesday  morning,  July  1,  at  3.30  o’clock,  and 
jiiaindied  to  a i)iece  of  ground  immediately  in  front  of  General  McClel- 
lan’s headquarters.  Formed  in  line  of  battle;  occupied  a positioii  in  a. 
A'alh'y  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy,  Avhere  the  regiment  remained 
during  the  day  and  [)art  ot  the  night.  This  Avas  a critical  position. 
Reing  in  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  as  Avell  as  our  oAvn,  shells  fell  iu 
every  direction  around  the  regiment,  lieceived  orders  on  Wednesday 
morniiig  at  2 a.  m.  to  march,  Avhich  Avas  done,  and  arrived  at  Harrison’s 
Landing  at  8 a.  m.  This  march  Avas  severe  on  the  soldiers,  accom- 
panied by  a scAmre  rain  storm,  Avhich  tended  to  i)rostrate  the  Avhole 
regiment. 

Special  notice  is  made  of  Capt.  George  AY.  AYilson  and  Captain  l^ark, 
Avho  Avere  acting  as  tieid  officers,  Col.  J.  1>.  Carr  commanding  the  bri- 
gnde.  These  ohicers  A\"ere  braAUi,  and  rendered  A'aluable  services  through- 
out the  entire  movements  of  this  and  the  previous  days.  Also  to  Cap- 
tain (j>uackenbush  and  men  for  the  ])romi)tness  (‘vinced  in  obeying 
orders.  The  members  of  Company  throAvn  out  as  Hankers  deserve 
also  special  notice  for  holding  their  ground  under  such  difficult  cir- 
cumstances. Adjt.  Le  Grand  Benedict  Avas  uniforndy  prompt  in  car- 
rying  orders  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other.  The  attention  of 
(1l(‘.  commander  of  the  brigade  is  called  to  the  members  of  Company  E, 
Ihey  having  lost  all  their  e(iuii)inents.  They  AA^ere  hurriedly  sent  AAuth 
prisoners  to  head(piarters  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Harrison,  of 
Company  J).  The  general  deportment  of  the  regiment  Avas  excellent. 

The  folio Aving  is  the  list  of  casualties,  viz:  Lieut.  Charles  G.  Otis, 
supposed  to  be  killed ; ITivate  Hildebrand,  Oomi)any  C,  killed  ; miss- 
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iDg,  Private  John  F.  Andrew,  Company  0,  Private  Hugh  O’Riley, 
Company  C. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  OLMSTED, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Second  Infantry  New  York  Vols.y  Comdg, 

[Assistant  Adjutant -General, 

Third  Brigade^  Second  Division^  Third  Corps.] 


No.  61. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny.,  U.  S.  Army,  commaiiding  Third 

Division,  of  the  engagements  at  Oak  Grove,  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas 

Farm,  skirmish  at  Jordon's  Ford,  and  battles  of  Glendale  (Frazier's 

Farm)  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  near  Seven  Pines,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  of  my  three  brigades 
for  the  skirmishing  of  the  25th  instant.  During  these  engagements  I 
remained  at  my  redan,  and  only  took  i^ersonal  part  in  the  same  until 
toward  evening.  I remained  at  bivouac  with  Birney’s  brigade  the 
entire  night. 

I have  particularly  to  commend  General  Robinson,  and  Colonel  Brown, 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers ; Colonel  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bachia,  Eighty-seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, but  not  so  much  his  regiment.  Also  the  firm,  solid  appear- 
ance of  the  First  New  York  Volunteers,  as  arriving  at  night  and  taking 
up  position. 

The  casualties  have  been  principally  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  and 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvania. 

I refer  you  to  brigade  reports. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

Oapt.  Chaunoey  McKee ver. 

Chief  of  Siaf,  Third  Corps. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Harrison's  Landing,  July  6,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  moves  and  battles 
of  the  last  week : 

On  the  28th  of  June,  at  midnight,  I received  orders  to  prepare  to 
retire  from  Fair  Oaks.  This  was  executed  at  6 a.  m.  regularly  and 
without  annoyance,  the  enemy  apj)earing  with  distrust,  as  we  left  with- 
out pressure.  My  division  then  took  up  its  position  in  the  very  strong 
fortified  camp  near  Savage’s.  In  the  afternoon  we  received  orders  again 
to  retire  across  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  This  I executed  by  the  back 
(the  mill)  road.  Some  artillery  and  my  Twentieth  Indiana  marksmen 
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held  this  place  for  several  hours  after  the  retreat  commenced,  and 
manned  the  works  on  the  right  of  the  road,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  enemy  from  hurrying  us. 

Colonel  Brown,  Twentieth  Indiana  Yolunteers,  greatly  distinguished 
himself.  His  regiment  lost  some  killed  and  wounded,  as  the  enemy 
shelled  the  works  toward  the  last,  and  parties  of  his  advance  and  our 
rear  guard  became  engaged. 

Fearing  lest  the  roads  to  the  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  and  Brack- 
ett’s Ford  might  be  unduly  clogged  with  troops,  I proposed  crossing  at 
Jordon’s  Ford,  3 miles  below  my  camp.  I had  reconnoitered  it  in  the 
morniug,  and  found  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  the  central  road 
but  not  on  the  Charles  City  road,  and  did  not  then  seem  to  be  on  the 
lookout.  General  Eobinson  was  to  cover  my  retreat,  and  was  cau- 
tioned against  the  enemy’s  troops  arriving  from  across  the  Williams- 
burg road.  General  Birney,  with  his  brigade,  was  to  lead  the  march  j 
General  Berry  to  follow. 

It  was  found,  after  crossing  the  double  arm  of  the  swamp  at  Jordon’s, 
that  our  moves  had  been  expected,  and  it  being  problematical  whether 
the  relative  position  of  the  lines  of  retreat  justified  a full  engagement 
after  a successful  skirmish  of  the  advance  pickets,  and  on  learning  that 
the  road  to  Brackett’s  was  then  free,  I withdrew  the  troops  and  pro- 
ceeded by  that  ford.  General  Berry’s  brigade,  however,  finding  Fish- 
er’s Ford  unobstructed,  passed  by  that  route. 

This  same  night,  by  10  p.  m.,  the  whole  division  was  encamped  on 
and  near  the  Charles  City  road,  at  a point  subsequently  during  the 
battle  occupied  by  General  Slocum. 

In  the  morning  of  the  30th  June  I drew  up  in  a very  strong  position 
on  the  Charles  City  road.  Subsequently  I was  assigned  to  guard  the 
Eew  Market  road  and  country  thence  to  the  Charles  City  road,  a space 
of  near  2^  miles. 

In  taking  up  my  line  of  battle.  General  Eobinson,  with  the  First 
Brigade,  was  posted  on  the  left,  his  left  on  the  New  Market  road,  sup- 
porting Thompson's  battery.  General  Birney  divided  the  distance  with 
him  to  the  Charles  City  road.  General  Berry  was  in  reserve.  General 
Slocum  was  to  the  right  of  my  line  of  battle.  General  McCall  to  its 
left.  The  enemy’s  attack  commenced  on  General  McCall  at  about  2 
p.  m.  At  about  3 p.  m.  it  seemed  to  be  fully  developed,  but  as  1 rode 
over  to  visit  it,  it  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  unduly  threatening  further 
than  from  the  shape  of  his  line,  its  left  greatly  refused.  It  had  disad- 
vantages for  myself,  although  advantages  for  those  to  whom  the  enemy 
must  present  its  flank  in  making  an  attack  on  him. 

At  4 p.  m.  the  attack  commenced  on  my  line  with  a determination 
and  vigor  and  in  such  masses  as  I had  never  witnessed.  Thompson’s 
battery,  directed  with  great  skill,  literally  swept  the  slightly-falling 
open  space  with  the  cornpletest  execution,  and  mowing  them  down  by 
ranks  would  cause  the  survivors  to  momentarily  halt ; but  almost  in- 
stantly after  increased  masses  came  up  and  the  wave  bore  on.  These 
masses  coming  up  with  a rapid  run,  covering  the  entire  breadth  of  the 
open  ground  some  200  paces,  would  alone  be  checked  in  their  career 
by  the  gaps  of  the  fallen.  Still  no  retreat,  and  again  a fresh  mass 
would  carry  on  the  approaching  line  still  nearer.  If  there  was  one 
man  in  this  attack  there  must  have  been  ten  thousand,  and  their  loss 
by  artillery,  although  borne  with  such  fortitude,  must  have  been  un- 
usual. It  was  by  scores.  With  the  irrepressibility  of  numbers  on  they 
persisted.  The  artillery,  destructive  as  it  was,  ceased  to  be  a calcula- 
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tion.  It  was  then  that  Colonel  Hays,  with  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania 
and  half  the  Thirty-seventh  i^ew  York  Volunteers,  was  moved  forward 
to  the  line  of  the  guns. 

I have  here  to  call  to  the  attention  of  my  superior  chiefs  this  most 
heroic  action  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Hays  and  his  regiment.  The  Sixty- 
third  has  won  for  Pennsylvania  the  laurels  of  fame.  That  which  grape 
and  canister  failed  in  effecting  was  now  accomplished  by  the  deter- 
miued  charge  and  rapid  volleys  of  this  foot.  The  enemy  at  the  muzzles 
of  our  guns  for  the  first  time  sulkily  retired,  fighting.  Subsequently, 
ground  having  been  gained,  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  was  ordered 
to  ^‘Lie  low,”  and  the  battery  once  more  reopened  its  ceaseless  work  of 
destruction. 

This  battle  saw  renewed  three  onsets  as  above  with  similar  vicis- 
situdes, when  finally  the  enemy  betokened  his  efforts  as  past  by  con- 
verting his  charges  into  an  ordinary  line  fight  of  musketry,  embracing 
the  whole  front  of  the  brigade;  for  by  this  period  he  was  enabled  to  do 
so  from  Thompson’s  pieces  having  left  the  field  after  expending  their 
grape  and  becoming  tired  of  the  futility  of  round  shot. 

It  may  have  been  then  about  7.30  p.  m. ; full  daylight  remained,  and 
anticipating  that  the  enemy,  foiled  in  the  attemi^t  to  carry  the  ilew 
Market  road  and  adjacent  open  ground,  would  next  hazard  an  attack 
toward  the  Charles  City  road  or  intermediate  woods,  my  attention 
was  called  there.  I therefore  left  everything  progressing  steadily  in  the 
left  and  visited  the  entire  line  to  the  right,  notwithstanding  that  the 
line  was  long  and  that  no  reserves  (excepting  the  weak  Third  Michi- 
gan) existed.  The  cheerful  manner  and  solid  look  of  Birney’s  brigade 
gave  assurance  of  their  readiness  to  be  measured  with  the  foe,  and 
they  met  my  warning  of  the  coming  storm  with  loud  cheers  of  exulta- 
tion. Half  an  hour  or  forty  minutes  may  have  been  thus  passed.  I 
then  returned  to  the  extreme  left  of  my  line.  Arriving  there,  I found 
that  Colonel  Hays  had  been  relieved  by  Colonel  Barlow,  of  the  Sixty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers,  the  head  of  General  Caldwell’s  brigade, 
sent  to  me  from  Sumner’s  corps,  and  which  had  reported  to  General 
Eobinson. 

Almost  in  the  commencement  of  the  action,  within  the  first  half  hour, 
as  I had  plainly  foreseen  and  warned  my  superior.  General  Heintzel- 
man,  and  General  Humphreys,  Engineers,  who  most  kindly  had  gone 
over  my  position  with  me,  every  man  was  engaged  or  in  position  or  in 
close  support.  The  Eighty -seventh  New  York  Volunteers  had  been 
ordered  by  General  Heintzelman  to  Brackett’s  Eord,  and  the  First 
New  York  Volunteers  was  diverted  from  me  by  a misapprehension  of 
Colonel  Dyckman.  This  fact  I announced  to  General  Heintzelman 
without  asking  re-enforcements,  since  I did  not  conceive  them  neces- 
sary, nor  would  they  have  been  but  for  the  diverting  of  my  First  New 
York  Volunteers — a very  strong  regiment — to  General  McCall. 

The  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  under  its  most  intrepid  leader, 
Colonel  Barlow,  had  vied  with  the  brave  regiment  he  had  relieved,  and 
charging  the  enemy  bore  off  as  a trophy  one  of  his  colors.  It  had  sub- 
sequently taken  up  its  position  to  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifth 
Pennsylvania  and  itself  been  subsequently  retired,  but  none  appointed 
to  take  its  i)lace,  that  breastwork  being  unoccupied.  It  was  at  this 
conjuncture  that  I arrived  from  my  right.  I found  McCall’s  i^osition 
abandoned,  although  not  occupied  by  the  enemy.  I placed  in  it  the 
First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  General  Taylor.  I then  knew  it  to  be  in 
true  hands.  I observed  that  whilst  the  enemy  were  amusing  my  entire 
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front  with  an  ordinary  musketry  fire  strong  parties  of  rebel  skirmishers 
in  the  gloom  of  the  evening,  rendered  denser  by  the  murky  fogs  of  the 
smoke,  were  feeling  their  way  slowly  and  distrustfully  to  the  unoccu- 
pied parapet.  Galloping  back  to  find  the  nearest  troops  I met  General 
Caldwell,  who,  under  General  McCall’s  supervision,  was  putting  two 
or  more  of  his  regiments  into  line  to  the  right  of  the  road  (a  quarter  of 
a mile  in  rear  of  the  breastworks)  to  move  up  in  order.  Circumstances 
denied  this  delay.  Accordingly  I directed  General  Caldwell  to  lead  a 
wing  of  a regiment  at  double-quick  up  the  road  to  open  on  these  rebel 
skirmishers.  This  was  done  promptly,  but  from  their  being  foreigners 
not  with  a full  comprehension,  and  darkness  embarrassing  them,  they 
fired  at  the  rebels,  but  in  the  direction  of  others  of  my  line  j and  thus 
whilst  the  enemj^  were  swept  otf  the  arena  it  left  for  some  little  time 
our  troops  firing  at  each  other.  To  increase  this  confusion  the  residue 
of  the  brigade  who  had  not  filed  into  the  woods  and  formed  on  the  road 
opened  on  us  all  who  were  in  the  front.  It  is  my  impression  that  Gen- 
eral McCall  must  have  been  killed  by  this  fire. 

The  errors  of  cross-firing  having  at  last  subsided  my  Fifth  Michigan 
gallantly  crossed  the  parapets  and  i)ursued  the  retiring  enemy.  The 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania,  then  nobly  responding  to  my  orders,  gal- 
lantly led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conner  and  Captain  Miles,  of  General 
Caldwell’s  staff,  dashed  over  the  i)arai)et,  pursued,  charged,  and  with 
a few  vigorous  volleys  finished  the  battle  at  9.30  at  night.  I remained 
much  longer  on  the  field,  and  then  reported  in  person  to  General  Heint- 
zelman  at  his  quarters.  [Under  a tree  at  the  junction  of  the  Quaker 
and  Charles  City  roads. — !S.  P.  IT.] 

In  concluding  my  report  of  this  battle — one  of  the  most  desperate  of 
the  war,  the  one  the  most  fatal  if  lost — I am  proud  to  give  my  thanks 
and  to  include  in  the  glory  of  my  own  division  the  First  New  Jersey 
Brigade,  General  Taylor,  who  held  McCall’s  deserted  ground,  and 
General  Caldwell,  whose  personal  gallantry  and  the  bravery  of  whose 
regiments  not  only  entitle  them’  to  share  in  the  credit  of  our  victory, 
but  also  ever  after  engender  full  sympathies  between  the  two  corps. 

In  this  engagement  the  coolness  and  judicious  arrangements  of  Gen- 
eral Birney  infiuenced  his  whole  command  to  feel  invincible  in  a very 
weak  position.  General  Berry,  as  usual,  was  active.  The  fearful  losses 
his  noble  regiments  ha^  e sustained,  reducing  them  to  scarce  200  to  a 
regiment,  obliged  me  to  preserve  such  heroes  for  the  decisive  moments. 
Still,  they  will  not  be  repressed,  and  the  Fifth  Michigan,  under  Major 
Fairbanks,  was  the  first  to  pursue  the  enemy.  I regret  for  ourselves 
that  he,  almost  the  last  of  our  nobly  distinguished  at  Williamsburg 
and  Fair  Oaks  and  the  forced  advance  of  the  25th  June,  is  dangerously 
wounded.  I have  to  state  that  this  division  has  been  extremely  used. 
This  has  prematurely  reduced  to  nothing  regiments  of  the  highest 
mark. 

I have  reserved  General  Kobinson  for  the  last.  To  him  this  day  is 
due,  above  all  others  in  this  division,  the  honors  of  this  battle.  The 
attack  was  on  his  wing.  Everywhere  present,  by  personal  supervision 
and  noble  example  he  secured  for  us  the  honor  of  victory. 

For  the  names  of  officers  distinguished  in  their  regiments  I for  the 
present  refer  you  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  reports.  As  to  the 
action  of  my  artillery  (Battery  G,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery),  it  has  never 
been  equaled  for  rapidity  and  precision  of  fire  and  coolness  amidst 
great  loss  of  men  and  horses.  The  gallantry  of  its  commander.  Captain 
Thomi^son,  identifies  him  with  its  distinction. 

Our  loss  has  been  severe,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  occurs 
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to  mere  skeletons  of  regiments,  there  is  but  one  observation  to  be  made — 
that  previous  military  history  presents  no  such  parallel. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Third  Division. 

Capt.  Ohauncey  McKeever, 

Assistam^t  Adjutant- General,  Third  Corps. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

July  6,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  in  continuation  that  at  the  close  of 
the  battle  on  the  New  Market  road  our  men  remained  in  position  until 
midnight,  when  orders  were  brought  from  General  Heintzelman  to 
effect  a retreat,  as  General  Franlilin  had  already  abandoned  his  posi- 
tion. This  move  was  again  effected  quietly  and  rapidly  by  the  troops, 
but  at  some  sacrifices  from  the  want  of  transportation.  By  dawn  we 
were  in  a new  and  stronger  position. 

It  was  toward  noon  when  the  battle  was  again  renewed — the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill.  In  this  battle,  whilst  all  our  regiments  were  on  the 
alert  and  un^er  artillery  fire  and  all  lost  more  or  less  from  the  enemy^s 
shelling  and  grape  shot,  none  but  our  artillery  and  skirmishers  were 
immediately  engaged.  Captain  Thom])son  managed  his  battery  with 
the  full  genius  of  that  arm,  whilst  Captain  Randolph  with  his  Parrott 
guns  persecuted  all  that  attacked  him,  silencing  several  times  batteries 
that  were  sweeping  our  front  or  covering  their  columns  of  attack  on 
General  Couch  to  our  left.  The  Fourth  Maine  inarticularly  distin- 
guished itself  for  its  coolness  in  holding  the  ravine  in  our  front  and 
daringly  engaging  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy’s  attacking  columns. 
Their  loss  was  considerable. 

The  brigades  of  Generals  Robinson  and  Berry  were  principally  in 
reserve,  but  were  constantly  sent  forward  in  support,  as  the  tide  of 
battle  swerved  to  and  fro  on  our  left.  The  first  line  was  held  by  Gen- 
eral Birney  with  coolness  and  firmness,  and  the  regiments,  even  under 
fire,  erected  for  themselves  well-arranged  rifle  pits.  Had  the  next  day 
witnessed  a renewal  of  the  battle,  success  was  sure. 

Our  loss  was  951  in  the  several  engagements.  It  was  at  midnight 
that  we  were  again  called  on  to  move  in  retreat,  and  tired  as  were  all 
our  command  it  was  again  executed  with  much  regularity,  and  we 
arrived  at  10  a.  m.  at  Harrison’s  Landing. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 

Capt.  Chauncey  McKeever,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Corps. 


No.  62. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  E.  Randolph,  Battery  E,  First  Rhode  Island  Light 
Artillery,  of  the  action  at  Brachetfs,  and  the  battles  of  Glendale  and 
Malvern  Hill. 


Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  July  18,  1862. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  the  movements  of  my 
battery  in  the  recent  actions  from  June  29  to  July  2. 
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Early  Sunday  morning  I received  orders  to  hold  myself  ready  to 
move  at  a moment’s  notice  from  the  redan  in  the  line  of  works  near 
Fair  Oaks.  About  4 o’clock,  with  the  last  regiments  of  General  Bir- 
ney’s  brigade,  I moved  from  the  line  of  earthworks  and  placed  four 
Parrott  guns  in  position  in  a redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg 
road,  while  my  howitzers  were  placed  in  a smaller  redoubt  on  the 
extreme  left  of  that  line  of  works.  I remained  here  until  I received 
your  order  to  move  at  once  through  the  woods  and  cross  White  Oak 
Swamp  by  way  of  Brackett’s  Ford.  I reached  at  about  dark  a point 
between  Charles  City  and  New  Market  roads,  where  I encamped,  re- 
porting to  you  very  early  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  30th  June.  I 
was  there  placed  in  position  in  an  advanced  position  on  the  right  of 
Charles  City  road,  to  act  in  co-operation  with  General  Birney’s  brigade, 
where  I remained  until  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  about  noon.  Our 
skirmishers  having  been  withdrawn  from  the  woods  I threw  four  shells 
into  them,  and  then  by  order  of  General  Birney  moved  with  his  troops 
to  the  left  and  into  woods  covering  ravine  a little  in  rear  of  our  first 
position.  Here  I took  position  i)ointed  out  by  General  Birney,  but 
was  soon  ordered  to  report  to  General  Kearny’s  headquarters.  Here  I 
took  a temporary  position  around  the  house  until  directed  to  report 
with  my  Parrott  guns  to  General  Slocum  on  the  right.  Here  I relieved 
Captain  Porter’s  battery,  and  under  direction  of  Captain  Platt,  chief 
of  artillery,  shelled  at  a very  rapid  rate  the  woods  covering  the  plain 
occupied  by  General  Birney  and  myself  early  in  the  morning.  This 
fire  was  continued  till  late  in  the  evening,  with  what  effect  I cannot 
say.  After  midnight,  with  the  other  batteries  of  General  Slocum’s 
division,  I moved  silently  down  the  Charles  City  road  and  on  to  Mal- 
vern Hill,  my  Parrott  guns  closing  the  rear  of  the  column  of  artillery — 
a very  questionable  disposition  of  rifled  guns  where  smooth-bore  pieces 
were  to  be  had. 

Meanwhile  Lieutenant  Jastram,  whom  I had  left  near  General  Kear- 
ny’s headquarters,  was  ordered  to  place  his  section  in  battery  where 
Captain  Thompson’s  battery  had  been  during  the  day,  on  the  left  of 
General  Kearny’s  line,  and  near  the  position  of  General  McCall.  His 
pieces  were  put  in  battery  as  directed,  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  hardly 
discernible  for  the  smoke,  until  the  falling  back  of  our  forces  in  front 
and  left  convinced  him  of  the  policy  of  retiring.  The  horses  of  the 
swing  and  wheel  team  of  one  piece  having  been  shot  rendered  the 
withdrawal  of  it  impossible,  and  it  was  spiked  and  left  on  the  field.* 
I was  joined  by  Lieutenant  Jastram  at  Malvern  Hill. 

After  a short  rest — enough  to  water  my  horses  and  replenish  ammu- 
nition-boxes— I took  position,  under  direction  of  Cai)tain  Thompson, 
Second  Artillery,  IT.  S.  Army,  on  the  left  of  the  house  occupied  by 
General  Kearny  as  headquarters  on  the  1st  of  July.  Here  I almost 
immediately  engaged  a battery  of  the  enemy  that  appeared  in  the  oat 
field  opposite  and  1,000  or  1,200  yards  distant,  receiving  in  return  a 
hot  fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel,  which  however  was  more  destructive 
in  front  and  rear  than  to  usj  for,  until  afternoon,  I suffered  no  loss.  I 
kept  up  a fire  at  intervals  whenever  I saw  in  the  opposite  field  any 
enemy  to  oppose  until  toward  night,  when  General  Couch  engaged  the 
enemy  to  our  left.  I was  specially  ordered  to  silence  a battery  of  the 
enemy  that  was  covering  their  attacking  columns  and  making  havoc 
in  our  lines.  I opened  a sharp  fire,  immediately  drawing  the  fire  of 
the  rebel  battery  from  General  Couch  to  myself,  and  succeeded  after  a 
short  time  in  silencing  it  altogether.  Soon  after  my  attention  was 
called  to  a column  of  re-enforcements  going  to  the  support  of  the  enemy. 
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Here  too  I had  an  opportunity  to  do  good  service,  as  our  previous  prac- 
tice had  given  us  the  range  and  elevation  of  the  point  at  which  the 
enemy^s  column  entered  the  wood. 

Our  fire  ceased  about  8.30  p.  m.  Tuesday,  and  at  2 a.  m.  I moved  in 
company  with  General  Kearny^s  division  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  arriv- 
ing there  at  about  9 a.  m.  July  2.  My  only  firing  since  then  has  been 
some  80  or  90  rounds  fired  at  the  battery  that  shelled  our  camp  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  July. 

Of  the  general  behavior  of  my  officers  and  men  during  the  foregoing 
actions  I can  only  say  that  in  every  instance  where  I could  observe  it 
I was  entirely  satisfied.  My  men  were  cool  and  persistent,  my  officers 
collected  and  carefully  attentive  to  the  efficient  working  of  their  sec- 
tions. Where  all  did  so  well  it  is  somewhat  unjust  to  mention  either, 
and  yet  I cannot  forbear  to  mention  Lieut.  W.  A.  Arnold,  my  first  offi- 
cer, for  the  coolness  and  determination  he  showed  upon  every  occa- 
sion. I regret  greatly  the  loss  of  one  of  the  pieces  of  my  battery,  the 
more  that  I was  not  present,  and  am  unable  to  judge  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  attending  its  loss;  yet  the  entire  con- 
fidence that  I repose  in  Lieutenant  Jastram  and  in  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  of  his  section  makes  me  confident  that  the  loss  of  the 
piece  was  a military  necessity.  I am  the  more  completf^ly  convinced 
of  this  when  I learn  that  one  of  Captain  Thompson’s  pieces  (an  officer 
of  well-known  judgment  and  bravery)  was  left,  although  it  was  away 
from  the  field  when  Lieutenant  Jastram  entered,  and  1 feel  confident 
that  as  Captain  Thompson  had  personal  charge  of  his  battery  there  must 
have  been  good  and  sufficient  cause  for  the  loss  of  both  his  piece  and 
mine,  t 

Upon  inspection,  I find  the  vents  of  my  Parrott  pieces  greatly  enlarged 
from  rapid  and  continued  firing,  so  much  so  as  almost  to  render  them 
unserviceable.  The  copper  vent-piece  of  the  howitzers,  although  tired 
as  many  times,  is  but  little  injured. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  RANDOLPH, 

CcrpL,  Commanding  Battery  jE7,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

Capt.  Alexander  Moore, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.^  Kearny's  Division.,  [Third  Corps]. 

[Indorsements.] 

*Not  a single  man  of  my  division  fell  back.  This  conduct  was 
extraordinary.  Lieutenant  Jastram  lost  his  piece  by  not  reporting  to 
me,  who  was  in  the  advanced  fire  at  about  that  period.  The  fugitives 
may  have  been  McCall’s.  I desire  Lieutenant  Jastram’s  conduct  to  be 
brought  up  before  official  investigation. 

P.  KEARNY, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Division. 

t Captain  Thompson  lost  his  piece  by  not  reporting  that  he  could  not 
get  it  off  from  some  accident  to  his  horses.  I was  in  advance  of  where 
his  battery  was.  The  enemy  never  occupied  the  place  until  the  retreat 
of  next  morning. 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- General.,  Commanding  Division. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

At  my  intimation  for  them  to  do  so,  both  Captain  Thompson  and 
Lieutenant  Jastram  have  applied  for  a court  of  inquiry  as  to  the  aban- 
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donment  of  their  pieces.  My  testimony  will  be  that  they  were  aban- 
doned in  rear  of  a steady  line  of  my  infantry,  where  myself  and  Colonel 
Hays  were  present.  The  good  of  the  service  demands  investigation. 

P.  KEAENY, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Third  Division, 

Captain  Eandolph^s  skill  and  gallantry  at  Malvern  were  extremely 
conspicuous. 

P.  KEAENY, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division, 


m,  63. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Pardon  S,  Jastram,  Battery  J57,  First  Rhode  Island 
Light  Artillery^  of  the  battle  of  Glendale^  or  Nelson’s  Farm  {FraziePs 
Farm)j  with  findings  of  Court  of  Inquiry, 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  LANDiNa,  Ya., 

July  7,  1862. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  on  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo, 
I remained  with  the  howitzers  in  position  in  front  of  General  Kearny’s 
headquarters  and  awaited  his  orders.  About  half  an  hour  after  one  of 
the  general’s  aides  * rode  in  at  full  speed  from  the  field  in  front,  with 
orders  to  bring  in  the  howitzers  as  soon  as  possible  and  save  the  day. 
The  necessary  orders  were  given,  and  I started  ofii*  at  a quick  trot,  the 
aide  continually  urging  me  to  ‘‘hurry  up.”  Passing  through  to  the 
main  road,  and  turning  one  side  to  allow  the  iiassage  of  Captain  Thomp- 
son and  his  battery,  I entered  the  field  on  the  right.  On  inquiring  of 
the  aide  what  position  I was  to  occupy  or  where  I should  go,  I could 
obtain  no  definite  information.  The  order  was  to  “ Fire  toward  the  sun.” 
The  dense  smoke,  covering  every  jiart  of  the  field  in  front,  prevented 
me  from  judging  for  myself  where  my  presence  was  most  needed. 
Accordingly  I moved  to  the  front  and  right,  gave  the  orders,  “Action 
front,  and  spherical  case,  two  seconds’  time.”  But  three  cannoneers  suc- 
ceeded in  accompanying  each  iiiece,  and  the  corporal  of  the  sixth  piece 
was  acting  as  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7.  The  lead  driver  also  acted  as  No.  1, 
and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  horses  as  soon  as  the  piece  was  unlimbered. 
By  some  mistake,  too,  the  piece  had  been  loaded  with  canister,  which 
had  to  be  fired  into  the  air,  since  I knew  not  the  position  of  our  own 
men  in  our  immediate  front.  The  other  charges  of  spherical  case  were 
thrown  beyond  into  the  woods. 

At  this  moment  our  men  began  to  fall  back  on  our  left  and  front 
and  came  between  the  pieces,  so  that  I could  not  work  them.  I then 
gave  the  order  to  limber  to  the  rear,  and  at  the  same  time  some  field 
officer  ordered  me  to  get  my  pieces  out  as  quickly  as  possible.  I saw 
the  fifth  piece  leave  the  field  safely,  but  the  near  wheel  horse  of  the 
sixth  piece  had  been  hit  when  we  first  unlimbered,  had  fallen  over  the 
pole,  and  so  entangled  the  harness  that  we  could  not  draw  the  piece 
out.  Accordingly  I gave  orders  to  spike  the  piece,  which  was  faith- 
fully executed  by  young  Harvey,  of  the  sixth  detachment,  and  at  the 
same  time  Albert  Hopkins,  the  lead  driver,  unfastened  the  lead  horses 
from  the  swing  team,  one  horse  of  which  had  also  been  hit,  and  brought 

*It  was  au  orderly — A.  Malpus,  New  Jersey  Fourth. — [P.  K.] 
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them  from  the  field.  Definite  orders  as  to  the  position  I was  to  take 
upon  the  field  would  undoubtedly  have  made  the  howitzers  of  some 
service,  while  the  want  of  such  orders  could  not  but  make  their  presence 
of  little  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  S.  JASTRAM, 

First  Lieutenant^  Battery  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

Oapt.  George  E.  Randolph, 

Battery  Ej  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

[Indorsements.] 


Respectfully  forwarded. 

General  Kearny,  nor  Colonel  Hays  (suiiport'  preordered  to  artillery), 
nor  Colonel  Robinson  ever  saw  Mr.  Jastram  or  his  pieces.  He  was  sent 
for  by  an  orderly  (an  intelligent  one),  and  did  not  come  forward  for 
orders,  but  all  of  us  oificers  were  near  by,  and  conspicuous,  as  mounted. 

P.  KEARKY, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

The  court  of  inquiry  asked  for  at  iny  suggestion  should  examine  this. 

P.  K. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  301.  1 Gamp  near  Knoxville,  Md.,  Oetoher  27,  1862. 

1.  A court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Col.  C.  H.  Tompkins,  First  Regiment 
Rhode  Island  Artillery,  is  president,  convened  at  the  headquarters  of 
Kearny’s  division,  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.,  by  virtue  of  Special 
Orders,  Nos.  213  and  230,  from  these  headquarters,  dated,  respectively, 
July  24  and  August  8,  1862,  issued  at  the  request  of  First  Lieut.  P.  S. 
Jastram,  First  Rliode  Island  Artillery,  ‘‘To  inquire  into  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  loss  of  one  of  the  pieces  of  the  section  of  Battery  E, 
Rhode  Island  Artillery,  commanded  by  said  Lieutenant  Jastram,  on 
June  30,  1862,  at  Charles  City  Cross-Roads.”  The  court,  having  care- 
fully weighed  the  testimony  before  them,  presents  the  following  sum- 
mary of  evidence : 

• It  appears  that  Lieutenant  Jastram  received  an  order  to  move  his 
section,  and  was  guided  to  a position  he  knew  nothing  about  at  a trot- 
out  by  a person  having  the  authority  of  General  Kearny;  that  he 
opened  fire  without  any  definite  object ; that  regular  supports  were  not 
near  the  section  in  question,  but  disjointed  squads  were  moving  con- 
fusedly about  near  to  where  it  was  stationed ; that  there  was  a defi- 
ciency of  men,  owing  evidently  to  the  fact  that  Lieutenant  Jastram 
failed  to  mount  his  cannoneers  before  starting;  that  confusion  pre- 
vailed around  the  section,  the  lead  driver  of  the  piece  which  was  aban- 
doned having  been  dismounted  to  work  at  the  piece,  the  teams  became 
entangled,  one  or  more  horses 'being  wounded,  and  a difficulty  in  lim- 
bering was  the  result;  that  Lieutenant  Jastram  gave  the  order  to 
spike  and  abandon  the  piece ; that  no  enemy  was  nearer  than  200  yards, 
if  so  near;  that  the  remaining  i)iece  of  this  section,  with  other  artil- 
lery and  other  troops,  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  abandoned 
piece  until  daylight  the  next  morning. 

2.  The  general  commanding  has  carefully  considered  the  proceedings 
in  this  case.  They  show  Lieutenant  Jastram  to  have  been  culpable — 
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1st.  In  failing  to  mount  hie  cannoneers  before  starting  Ms  sections. 

2d.  In  unnecessarily  abandoning  Ms  position. 

3d.  In  not  making  proper  efforts  to  withdraw  the  piece  that  was 
lost. 

4th.  In  not  making,  or  causing  to  be  made,  inquiries  and  efforts  for 
its  recovery  during  the  night. 

It  appears,  however,  that  in  moving  to  the  front  and  in  opening  lire 
on  the  enemy  he  acted  with  promptness  and  spirit;  that  objects  had 
then  become  very  indistinct  to  the  eye;  that  confusion  prevailed 
around ; that  no  one  gave  him  sufficient  information  or  any  instruc- 
tions for  his  guidance,  and  that  his  abandonment  of  the  position  was 
an  error  of  judgment. 

The  major-general  commanding  disapproves  the  conduct  of  Lieuten- 
ant Jastram,  but  upon  full  consideration  of  the  testimony  and  the  find- 
ing of  the  court  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  service  do 
not  require  any  proceedings  against  him  beyond  the  censure  herein  ex- 
pressed. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


m.  64. 

Reports  of  Capt.  James  Thompson.,  Battery  G,  Second  IT.  8.  Artillery.,  of 

the  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard.,  and  battle  of  Glendale  or  TTelson'’s 

Farm  {Frazier^ s Farm). 

Camp  of  Company  G,  Second  Artillery, 

JS' ear 'Harrison’s  Landing.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  battery  from  the  28th  ultimo  until  the  time  of  occupying 
the  present  position : 

In  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo  I received  orders  to  move  my  battery 
from  the  redoubt  on  the  left  of  Williamsburg  road,  and  near  Fair  Oaks, 
as  follows : One  section  to  move  before  daybreak,  and  occupy  the  re- 
doubt near  Williamsburg  road,  in  front  of  Savage  Station ; one  section 
to  occupy  position  near  a house  about  300  yards  in  front  of  section  as 
above ; the  other  section  to  remain  in  the  redoubt  and  move  with  the 
rear  guard  of  Berry^s  brigade.  The  battery  operated  as  ordered,  and 
was  concentrated  early  in  the  day  in  the  intrenchments  in  front  of  Sav- 
age Station.  The  battery  remained  behind  these  works,  supported  by 
the  Twentieth  Indiana  Eegiment,  Colonel  Brown,  until  about  5 o’clock 
p.  m.,  long  after  the  right  was  open  back  as  far  as  Savage  Station. 
Troops  appearing  in  front  were  twice  driven  back  with  spherical  case- 
shot. 

I have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  infantry  support  (Colonel 
Brown)  did  not  have  loaded  muskets.*  Orders  were  given  by  General 
Kearny  to  retire,  and  by  mistake  the  battery  was  near  Savage  Station 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  wrong  road  had  been  taken.  The  fight 
commenced  there  at  that  time,  and  we  retired  by  White  Oak  Swamp 
Bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  I moved  my  battery  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  bridge  up  to  General  Kearny’s  headquarters  and  reported.  The 
caissons  of  my  battery  came  by  another  road,  and  having  been  sent 
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forward  at  a rapid  gait  by  General  Kearny’s  orders,  one  complete 
caisson  and  one  body  were  upset  and  lost. 

The  battery  was  then  ordered  into  position  near  the  Kew  Market 
road  on  the  right.  The  fences  in  front  were  leveled,  the  brush  cut 
down,  and  the  field  cleared.  Soon  after  General  Meade  came  with  Gen- 
eral Seymour  and  desired  me  to  change  my  battery  from  front  to  right, 
so  that  instead  of  bearing  on  the  New  Market  road  it  should  bear 
toward  the  dehouchS  from  the  Charles  City,  &c.,  roads.  I pointed  out 
to  them  the  position  of  General  Kearny’s  division,  and  said  I was  on 
his  left  flank,  and,  as  1 believed,  in  j^roper  position  as  regarded  his 
division.  They  retired,  and  soon  after  an  ai)parent  change  of  line  of 
battle  in  General  McCall’s  division  was  observed,  and  the  battery  they 
proposed  to  deploy  perpendicularly  was  deployed  nearly  in  proionga- 
tion  of  it,  slightly  advanced.  General  Kearny  soon  rod(‘.  up  and  I 
commenced  to  tell  him  of  this.  He  ordered  me  to  change  my  position 
so  as  to  fire  to  the  right,  which  j)laced  me  nearly  perpendicularly  be- 
hind Kandol’s  battery,  and  soon  after  General  Kearny  left  I deployed 
forward  in  echelon  of  pieces,  and  came  into  action  left,  so  as  to  cover 
the  ground  I did  at  first,  and  in  this  i)osition  the  battery  fought  over 
three  hours.  Had  I remained  in  the  other  position  my  battery  would 
have  been  swept  away  with  Eandoi’s,  without  doubt,  before  I could 
have  changed  front  forward. 

The  enemy  appeared  by  the  New  Market  road,  and  as  soon  as  they 
began  to  show  themselves  in  front  the  battery  opened  on  them  with 
spherical  case-shot  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  about  400  yards. 
They  advanced  in  line,  stooi^ing  down  and  firing,  and  we  continued 
firing  spherical  case-shot  until  they  reached  the  torn-down  fence,  brush, 
&c.,  about  150  yards  in  front,  where  they  appeared  to  falter.  They 
soon,  however,  rallied  for  a charge,  and  canister  was  poured  upon  them, 
and  as  they  advanced  double  canister  was  used  and  served  without 
sponging,  which  with  the  terrible  infantry  volley  poured  into  them  by 
Colonel  Hays’  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  gallantly  support- 
ing the  battery,  drove  them  back.  They  retired  to  about  150  yards  at 
the  fence,  when  spherical  case  was  again  used  with  half-second  fuses. 
Three  successive  charges  were  made  by  overwhelmingly  large  forces,  but 
they  were  each  time  hurled  back  with  terrible  slaughter.  The  battle 
continued  in  this  manner  when,  at  about  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  the  canister 
and  spherical  case-shot  having  become  exhausted,  and  after  firing- 
round  shot,  it  became  apparent  that  the  battery  was  being  risked  with- 
out doing  the  enemy  injuiy,  and  it  was  therefore  retired. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Butler  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  bravery  and  efii- 
ciency.  I am  under  great  obligations  to  him  for  the  condition  of  my 
battery. 

The  battery  went  into  action  with  six  pieces,  four  caissons,  and  one 
caisson  limber;  came  out  with  five  guns,  one  caisson,  and  two  limbers. 
The  horses  of  one  piece  were  shot,  and  the  piece  lost  after  getting  partly 
off  the  field.t 

One  man  killed,  13  wounded,  2 missing.  Medical-Cadet  Frank  Le 
Moyne  was  on  the  field  of  battle  or  near  the  battery  during  the  entire 
day,  and  worked  until  late  at  night  dressing  wounded  until  all  were 
attended  to.  His  conduct  deserves  great  commendation. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  THOMPSON, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  U.  8.  Army, 

Lieut.  Alexander  Moore, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Third  Corps. 


t See  indorsement,  p.  172. 
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* This  statement  as  to  Twentieth  Indiana  is  not  correct. 

P.  KEAENY, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

t No  excuse  for  this.  I remained  on  the  field  as  long  as  the  enemy 
continued  to  advance — at  least  half  an  hour  after  retiring  of  battery. 
It  was  never  reported  to  me,  nor  General  Eobinson,  nor  Colonel  Hays. 

P.  KEAENY, 

Brigadier- General.  ♦ 


Camp  of  Company  G,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 
Near  Harrison^ s Landing,  Ya.,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  battery  (G, 
Second  U.  S.  Artillery)  on  Monday,  the  30th  June: 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  the 
division  the  battery  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  New  Market  road, 
supported  by  Berry’s  and  Eobinson’s  brigades,  in  order  to  be  in  posi- 
tion to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  advancing  either  upon  the  New  Market 
road  or  upon  the  Central  road.  I deploj’cd  my  battery  facing  the 
open  field  on  the  right  of  New  Market  road,  the  left  piece  near  and  a 
little  in  rear  of  the  right  i)iece  of  EandoFs  battery,  First  IT.  S.  Artillery, 
McCall’s  division,  the  right  retired  in  echelon. 

About  400  yards  in  front  was  a dense  wood,  which  ax)proached  within 
100  yards  on  our  right  behind  a small  house.  About  4 o’clock  the  en- 
emy came  upon  us  in  line  from  this  wood.  I opened  fire  upon  them 
with  spherical  case-shot,  but  they  advanced  to  the  debris  of  two  fences 
I had  caused  to  be  thrown  down  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day  and 
about  100  yards  in  front.  Canister  was  now  used,  and  our  supports 
opened  fire  on  them  with  musketry,  and  they  were  stopped.  The  wood 
on  the  right  was  densely  crowded  with  them  in  large  force,  and  three 
successive  charges  to  capture  the  battery  were  repulsed  by  the  proinjit 
and  gallant  supports  deployed  between  the  guns  and  by  the  murderous 
double  canister  from  our  guns,  loaded  without  sponging. 

The  battery  was  enabled  to  hold  this  position  until  about  8 p.  m.,* 
after  the  capture  of  the  battery  on  our  left,  and  until  our  suijply  of 
canister  was  exhausted,  some  guns  having  fired  double  spherical  case- 
shot,  cut  to  explode  on  leaving  the  gun. 

By  great  exertion  we  were  enabled  to  bring  all  our  guns  from  the 
field  except  one.  When  leaving  with  this  a trace  broke,  and  in  re- 
idacing  it  (although  there  was  one  under  the  limber)  the  horses  were 
shot,  and  we  were  comxielled  to  spike  the  gun  and  h^ave  it.  Efforts 
were  made  during  the  night  to  bring  it  away,  but  without  success.! 
The  battery  was  saved,  first,  by  its  double  canister,  served  without 
sxiongiug,  and  the  admirable  suiiport  rendered  by  Generals  Berry  and 
Eobinson  •,  secondly,  by  its  retired  echelon  i)osition. 

Our  loss  was  small — 1 man  killed,  13  wounded,  and  2 missing.  As 
the  infantry  deployed  through  the  battery  they  mingled  with  the  can- 
noneers, and  in  some  instances  served  the  guns  with  great  zeal  and 
efficiency. 

After  Eandol’s  battery  was  taken  one  of  his  lieutenants  worked  one 
of  my  guns  for  some  time  with  3 men  only. 

The  conduct  -of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battery  was  excellent. 
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Lieut.  J.  H.  Butler,  Second  Artillery,  was  very  cool,  brave,  and  active, 
and  I am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  the  efficient  condition  of  the  bat- 
tery before  the  battle.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Dudley,  Second  Artillery,  and 
Lieut.  J.  0.  Schuetz,  Second  Michigan,  had  charge  of  sections,  and  be- 
haved admirably. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  THOMPSON, 

Captain^  U.  ’S.  Army, 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Third  Division^  [Third  Corps], 

[Indorseraents.] 

* I should  rather  say  that  the  time  was  7.30  p.  m. 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- General  J Commanding  Division, 

1 1 have  to  complain  that  Captain  Thompson  made  no  report  to  me 
of  this  accident  to  his  piece  at  the  time,  though  immediately  in  front 
of  where  the  pieces  had  been  firing.  A small  detail  of  men — even  his 
own  artillerists — should  have  taken  it  off.  I was  ignorant  of  his  loss 
for  twenty-four  hours  and  onlv  learned  it  by  rumor. 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 


Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  court  of  inquiry  asked  for  at  my  suggestion  should  examine  this 
loss  of  piece,  never  reported  and  most  easy  to  be  saved.  Our  line  never 
once  broke,  but  held  their  ground.  I was  with  Colonel  Hays  for  more 
than  half  an  hour  after  retiring  of  Thomi)soffs  pieces.  Captain  Thomp- 
son was  brave  in  action,  negligent  afterward. 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier-  General, 


, No.  65. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Robinson,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  the  engagement  at  Oah  Grove,  or  Kinfs  School-House,  and 
battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson^ s Farm  (Frazier’’ s Farm),  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Kearny^s  Division,  Third  Corps, 

June  26,  1862. 

General  : In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from'  you  I left 
camp  yesterday  morning  at  7.30  o’clock  with  three  regiments  of  my  bri- 
gade, for  the  purpose  of  extending  our  line  of  pickets  in  conjunction 
with  those  of  Hooker’s  division.  On  entering  the  woods  in  front  of 
the  abatis  I de^doyed  four  companies  of  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania 
as  skirmishers,  with  six  companies  as  reserves,  following  in  three  col- 
umns. This  regiment  was  followed  by  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  ready 
to  support.  The  Eighty-seventh  New  York  was  held  in  reserve  at  the 
edge  of  the  wood.  My  skirmishers  soon  became  engaged  with  the  en- 
emy’s pickets  and  drove  them  back  on  their  supports,  when  the  firing 
becoming  brisk  and  the  right  of  my  line  of  skirmishers  being  for  a mo- 
ment repulsed,  I ordered  forward  the  Eighty-seventh  New  York.  The 
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enemy  was  now  steadily  driven  back  and  beyond  three  of  bis  picket 
camps,  the  whole  distance  contested  being  through  thick  woods,  with 
tangled  underbrush,  until  our  left  rested  upon  an  orchard,  near  which 
were  three  small  buildings  which  he  had  been  occupying  and  from 
which  he  was  driven. 

Finding  that  I was  getting  ahead  of  Hooker’s  skirmishers,  I here 
rested  my  command.  Immediately  in  front  of  our  deft  was  an  open 
field,  from  which  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery,  throwing  shell 
and  canister,  but  doing  us  no  injury.  On  examination,  I discovered  in 
this  field  a two-story  frame  house,  which  afforded  shelter  to  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters.  It  was  there  I sent  word  to  you  that  I could  use  artil- 
lery with  advantage.  Soon  after  I received  a section  (two  10-pounder 
Parrott  guns)  of  Battery  B,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  under  command 
of  First  Lieut.  A.  J udson  Clark.  One  piece,  being  placed  in  position  in 
the  orchard,  sent  four  percussion  shells  through  the  house,  rendering 
it  untenable,  and  silenced  a section  of  the  battery  that  had  been  play- 
ing upon  us.  I then  directed  Lieutenant  Clark  to  withdraw  his  guns. 

About  6 o’clock  ]).  m.  the  enemy  made  a desperate  attack  on  my  left 
flank  (composed  of  the  Eighty-seventh  New  York)  with  a heavy  body 
of  infantry.  I immediately  ordered  a part  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  to 
support  the  left,  which  was  handsomely  done.  A deadly  fire  was 
poured  into  his  advancing  columns  and  a charge  made  which  sent  him 
flying  in  disorder  across  the  field. 

At  this  time,  when  the  victory  was  won,  some  man  in  the  Eighty- 
seventh  New  York  called  out  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  a battery  to 
bear  on  the  left,  when  the  whole  regiment  immediately  broke  and  fled 
to  the  rear;  and  although  the  most  strenuous  exertions  were  made  by 
myself  and  staft*  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bachia,  commanding,  the  regi- 
ment could  not  be  rallied,  and  did  not  again  appear  on  the  field.  The 
Twentietli  Indiana,  then  being  hard  pressed  by  re-enforcements  of  the 
enemy,  was  forced  to  give  way,  and  tied  to  the  rear.  I succeeded  after 
a little  time  in  rallying  this  regiment,  and  forming  on  its  colors  it  again 
advanced  to  the  attack. 

At  this  time  you  had  arrived  with  a portion  of  Birney’s  brigade, 
which  followed  in  support.  The  woods  being  very  difficult  to  advance 
through,  I,  together  with  one  of  my  aides.  Lieutenant  Eobinson,  got  in 
advance  of  the  leading  regiment,  and  soon  found  ourselves  face  to  face 
with  a battalion  of  the  enemy,  who  opened  a volley  upon  us,  disabling 
our  horses.  The  enemj"  again  was  driven  from  the  field,  and  we  occu- 
pied the  ground  we  had  just  lost.  The  supports  furnished  from  Lirney’s 
brigade  were  now  withdrawn,  and  the  Eighty- seventh  New  York  was 
replaced  by  a fourth  regiment  of  my  brigade  (the  One  hunclred  and 
fifth  Pennsylvania).  The  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  us  during  the 
night,  but  was  easily  repulsed. 

Having  but  recently  taken  command  of  this  brigade,  it  is  imi)ossible 
for  mo  to  name  all  who  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  Colonel  Brown, 
Twentieth  Indiana;  Colonel  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  and  Colonel 
McKnight,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania,  handled  their  regi- 
ments gallantly  and  with  ability.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bachia,  Eighty- 
seventh  New  York,  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  he  seconded  my  efforts  to  rally  his  regiment.  First  Lieutenant 
Clark,  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  performed  very  important 
service  in  a manner  which  entitles  him  to  great  credit  as  an  artillerist 
and  gallant  soldier. 

The  officers  of  my  staff.  Captain  Potter,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Lieutenant  Morgan  and  Lieutenant  Eobinson,  aides-de-camp,  are  enti- 
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tied  to  special  notice  for  the  gallant  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they 
performed  the  duties  required  of  them. 

I understand  that  the  force  brought  against  us  was  of  the  command 
of  Major-General  Huger. 

The  enemy’s  loss  greatly  exceeded  our  own,  and  is  estimated  by  our 
officers  at  not  less  than  500. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  0.  EOBINSOi^, 

• Brigadier-  General^  Gommcmding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny, 

Comdg.  Third  Div.^  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Kearny’s  Hiv.,  Third  Corps, 

July  4,  1862. 

General  : On  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo  my  brigade  left  the 
edge  of  White  Oak  Swamxi  and  took  the  position  assigned  it  at  Kel- 
son’s farm,  on  the  right  of  the  Kew  Market  road,  McCall’s  division 
being  on  the  left.  About  2.30  o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  a 
furious  attack  upon  McCall’s  position.  While  he  was  there  engaged  I 
emiiloyed  a portion  of  my  brigade  in  constructing  a slight  barricade  of 
rails  on  the  right  of  my  line.  Before  this  was  completed  the  enemy 
relinquished  his  attack  on  McCall,  and  at  4 o’clock  turned  his  whole 
force  against  my  front.  I had  two  comjianies  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana 
deploj^ed  as  skirmishers  in  the  woods  in  front  of  the  clearing,  who  held 
their  position  as  long  as  possible  and  fought  their  way  back  to  the 
brigade.  The  remainder  of  the  Indiana  regiment  was  in  line  behind 
the  barricade.  In  the  center  was  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  and 
on  the  left  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  while  the  One  hundred  and 
fifth  Pennsylvania  was  formed  in  column  and  held  in  reserve.  Against 
this  line  the  enemy  brought  his  whole  force,  constantly  sending  in  fresh 
regiments  to  relieve  those  already  engaged. 

For  five  hours  my  brigade  sustained  these  assaults  under  a terrific 
fire,  and  frequently  repulsed  the  enemy  and  drove  him  to  seek  shelter 
in  the  woods.  I was  supported  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  by 
regiments  from  Birney’s,  Berry’s,  and  Caldwell’s  brigades,  but  many  of 
the  regimental  commanders  having  failed  to  report  to  me,  I leave  it  for 
those  brigade  commanders  to  report  their  operations.  The  enemy  was 
twice  driven  back  by  our  troops  charging  uxion  him. 

The  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  in  addition  to  guarding  the  left  of  our 
line,  was  charged  with  jirotecting  Thompson’s  battery,  which  duty  was 
most  gallantly  performed.  The  regiment,  although  few  in  numbers, 
made  a brilliant  charge  upon  the  enemy,  contended  with  him  hand  to 
hand,  and  drove  him  from  the  field. 

I beg  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Hays, 
who  mentions  First  Lieutenants  Gray  and  Fulton  and  Adjutant  Corts 
as  particularly  distinguished  in  this  action. 

Considering  the  disparity  of  the  forces  engaged,  the  enemy  outnum- 
bering us  at  least  4 to  1,  the  result  of  the  battle  was  all  that  could  be 
desired  and  more  than  we  had  reason  to  expect.  The  Eighty-seventh 
New  York,  one  of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade,  was  that  morning  de- 
tached and  sent  to  destroy  Brackett’s  Ford,  across  White  Oak  Swamp, 
which  duty  was  well  performed  in  face  of  the  enemy. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel  Brown,  Twentieth  Indiana,  and  Colonel 
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Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,  for  their  active  exertions  and  assist- 
ance during  the  engagement. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  EOBINSOK, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny, 

Comdg.  Third  Division^  Third  Corps j Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Third  Corps, 

Jidy  5,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  of  the  1st 
instant  my  brigade  was  formed  in  column  by  battalion  as  support  to 
Birney’s  brigade  and  Thompson’s  and  Eandolphs’  batteries.  In  this  posi- 
tion it  was  for  several  hours  exposed  to  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  by  which  we  lost  several  othcers  and  enlisted  men.  After 
the  enemy  advanced  to  attack  our  line  I detached  and  led  to  the  sup- 
port of  Couch’s  division  the  Fifty -seventh  and  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Eighty-seventh  Kew  York.  These  regiments  were  afterward 
employed  in  suiH)orting  a battery  attached  to  that  division  and  He 
Eussy’s  battery,  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

During  the  day  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was : Sixty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania, 4 enlisted  men  wounded ; Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  1 officer 
and  1 enlisted  man  killed  and  8 enlisted  men  wounded ; One  hundred 
and  fifth  Pennsylvania,  6 enlisted  men  wounded ; Eighty-seventh  Kew 
York,  1 enlisted  man  killed,  2 enlisted  men  wounded.  Total,  1 officer 
and  2 enlisted  men  killed ; 20  enlisted  men  wounded.  Aggregate,  23. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  C.  EOBIKSOK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny, 

Comdg.  Third  Division,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Ko.  66. 

Report  of  Col.  William  L.  Brotvn,  Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Glendale.,  or  Nelson^ s Farm  {Frazier^ s Farm). 

On  the  Battle-field  below  Eichmond, 

June  30,  1862. 

General:  In  the  action  this  afternoon  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment 
was  engaged  from  5 to  the  close  of  the  battle,  about  9 o’clock,  suflering 
a loss  of  1 captain  and  1 lieutenant  killed,  28  enlisted  men  wounded, 
and  22  missing;  in  all  a loss  of  52.  During  the  few  hours  in  which  we 
were  in  position  before  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  the  com- 
mand constructed  a breastwork — precious  hours  well  employed,  saving 
many  valuable  lives.  Behind  this  work  but  1,  the  lamented  Lieutenant 
Andrew,  fell,  pierced  in  tbe  liead  by  a ball,  and  1 man  wounded,  nigh 
all  our  loss  occurring  from  the  pickets  in  retiring  becoming  engaged 
with  the  masses  of  the  rebels  on  their  left.  Here  Capt.  Alfred  Eeed, 
Company  K,  fell,  with  his  son,  quartermaster  sergeant,  fighting  with 
more  than  heroic  bravery.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Andrew  and 
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Captain  Eeed  we  mourn  the  loss  of  two  most  excellent  and  valuable 
officers . 

The  regiment  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness,  the  wing  engaged 
jesting,  cracking  jokes,  loading  and  tiring  deliberately  as  if  at  a target. 
The  enemy’s  force  assailing,  vastly  our  superiors  in  numbers,  suffered 
terribly  from  our  rifles.  Time  and  again  their  ofticers  were  seen  and 
heard  rallying  and  endeavoring  to  bring  them  to  a charge,  but  of  no 
avail.  When  the  contest  ceased  the  moans  of  their  wounded,  the 
large  number  of  searchers  Avitli  torches,  continued  through  the  night, 
tell  unmistakably  a fearful  loss  to  the  rebels;  and,  saving  our  line  to 
my  left  being  flanked,  the  number  of  wounded  and  missing  will  prob- 
ably be  reduced  by  returns  to  our  ranks  of  some  who  were  on  picket, 
and  who,  being  suddenly  assailed,  were  unable  at  the  time  to  rejoin  us. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  truly,  yours, 

W.  L.  BROWN, 

Colo7icl  Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 
General  John  C.  Robinson,  Coindg.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div. 


No.  07. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Flhanon  W.  Woods,  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  the  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsonh  Farm  (Frazierh  Farm). 

July  3,  1862. 

Sir  : I liaA^e  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  174  rank  and  tile  and  14  commissioned  officers, 
attached  to  Robinson’s  brigade.  General  Kearny’s  division,  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1862,  was  marched  with  the  brigade  into  a held  to  the  left  of 
and  in  adAmnce  of  the  battery.  Sent  out  skirmishers,  who  reported  the 
enemy  coming  in  force.  Were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  rear  of  field 
and  posted  behind  a fence  and  a little  to  the  rear  of  battery.  Enemy 
opened  upon  us  about  3 i).  m.  with  shell  and  shortly  after  with  mus- 
ketry, to  Avhich  we  replied,  and  remained  at  our  post  under  tire  for 
nearly  five  hours,  the  men  firing  from  80  to  130  rounds  of  cartridges  per 
man. 

All  of  Avhich  1 most  respectfully  submit. 

E.  W.  WOODS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Fifty -seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Sturges. 


No.  68. 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  Hays,  Sixty -third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 
battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsoids  Farm  (Frazier’’ s Farm). 

Camp  of  the  Sixty-third  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

In  Bivouac,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Sixty-third 
Itegimeiit  I’ennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  battle  of  the  30th  of 
June,  near  Richmond,  Va. 

Early  in  the  day  the  regiment,  of  300,  men  Avas  detailed  to  protect  the 
battery  commanded  by  Captain  Thompson,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery 
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About  3 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  one  advanced  section, 
in  command  of  Lieutenant  Butler,  Tvhicli  was  soon  withdrawn,  and  with 
the  regiment  retired  to  the  rear  to  join  the  battery.  The  battery  was 
placed  in  position  to  sweep  an  extended  field,  over  which  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  enemy  . should  advance  to  the  attack. 

In  about  an  hour’s  time  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  Avith  shot,  shell, 
and  other  missiles,  to  Avhich  Captain  Thompson  replied  most  gallantly. 
For  the  space  of  an  hour  the  firing  was  unremitting.  In  the  obscurity 
of  the  smoke  it  was  communicated  to  me  that  the  battery  Avas  en- 
dangered. I at  once  gaA^e  the  order  to  charge,  Avhich  AA^as  resjiouded 
to  by  my  men  leaping  the  fence  and  moving  forAvard  at  double-quick 
in  better  order  than  at  an  ordinary  drill.  The  alarm  was  false,  and  I 
AvithdreAV  to  my  original  position. 

Very  soon  afterward  General  Kearny,  as  also  Captain  Thompson, 
announced  danger  to  the  battery.  Again  the  order  Avas  gAen  to  charge, 
and  again  the  regiment  moved  forAvard,  passing  the  battery,  and  were 
halted  50  feet  in  front,  the  enemy  retiring  to  the  woods  and  houses 
be^^ond.  The  order  Avas  given  to  lie  down  and  open  spaces  for  the 
artillery.  Within  good  range  of  our  ‘^Austrians”  and  the  continued 
fire  of  the  artillery  Ave  hurled  into  the  enemy  a perfect  storm'  of  shot. 
The  enemy,  howcAW,  replied  Augorousl}^  and  presented  an  obstinate 
resistance.  The  contest  Avas  thus  carried  on  for  an  hour,  Avhen  Captain 
Thompson  announced  to  me  tliat  his  ammunition  Avas  exhausted  and 
the  necessity  of  withdraAving  his  battery.  To  coA^er  his  AvithdraAval,  as 
the  enemy  had  been  made  emboldened  by  heavy  re-enforcements,  I 
ordered  again  a charge.  At  once  the  men  sprang  to  their  feet,  and 
AAith  leA'eled  bayonets  dashed  upon  the  enemy.  The  conflict  was  short, 
but  most  desperate,  especially  around  the  buildings.  It  was  muzzle  to 
muzzle,  and  the  poAvder  actually  burned  the  faces  of  the  opposing  men 
as  they  contended  through  the  paling  fences.  The  enemy  fled,  and  I 
AvithdrcAV  my  force  back  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  battery — one 
l)iece  of  AA'hich  still  remained  upon  the  field.  I Avas  here  informed  that 
another  force  Avas  relicA  ing  us,  ami  retired  to  our  original  position  at 
the  fence.  Night  AAns  coming  on.  We  had  been  under  tire  for  five 
hours,  in  action  half  the  time,  and  our  loss  Awy  heaA^y. 

We  are  indebted  to  a detachment  from  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers  for  assistance  during  our  last  charge,  and  I Avould  be  i)leased 
if  I could  name  the  officers  in  command.  At  the  same  time  I regret  to 
state  that  our  charge  aaus  much  impeded  by  a tire  on  us  from  our 
friends. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  ])rivates  Avhose  conduct  deserves 
commendation  is  too  great  to  enumerate.  I Avill,  hoAvever,  endeaA'or  to 
keep  their  conduct  in  vieAv  for  rcAvard. 

Aiaong  my  commissioned  ofiicers  I most  especaally  refer  to  the  Ile- 
])artment  the  names  of  First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Gray  and  First  Lieut.  II.  F. 
Fulton,  as  disiinguished  for  their  gallant  conduct.  First  Lieut,  and 
Adjt.  George  F.  Corts  Avas  again  distinguished  and  slightly  Avounded... 

The  following  list  of  killed  and  Avounded  speaks  for  those  enumerated : 
Killed — enlisted  men,  10  ; Avounded,  85  ; missing,  23.  Killed — commis- 
sioned officers,  1;  Avounded,  G.  Aggregate — killed,  Avounded,  and  miss- 
ing, 125. 

llespectfullA'  submitted. 

ALEX.  HAYS, 

Colonel  Sixty-third  Regiment  Fennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  E.  11.  Kobinson, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutemt-- General. 
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Report  of  Capt.  Calvin  A,  Craig^  One  hmidrcd  and  fifth  Fennsylvania  In- 
fantry^ of  the  hattle  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson^ s Farm  [Frazierh  Farm). 

Hdqrs.  One  hundred  and  fifth  Eegt.  Pa.  Vols., 

July  3,  1802. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  tlie  part  taken  by  the  On(5 
hundred  and  fifth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the  action  of 
June  30,  1802.  The  regiment  was  led  into  action  about  3 o’clock  p.  m. 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corbet,  who  commanded  for  a short  time,  but 
being  very  unwell  withdrew  from  the  field,  after  which  I took  command. 
The  regiment  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  in  edge 
of  woods  fronting  open  field.  The  regiment  numbered  190  men  when 
it  went  into  action ; was  under  a heavy  fire  about  four  hours  when  re- 
lieved. Company  commanders  repoj  t that  the  conduct  of  their  respect- 
ive commands  was  praiseworthy.  Not  a man  straggled  or  skulked  in 
the  rear. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  CKAIG, 

Captain,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  fifth  Fennsylvania  Vols. 
Colonel  Brown, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Kcarmfs  Division. 


No.  70. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  David  B.  Birney,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  /Second 
Brigade,  of  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  or  King\3  /School  House, 
skirmish  at  Jordou^s  Ford,  and  battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelsoids  Farm 
[Frazier^ s Farm),  and  Malvern  Rill. 

headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Camp  near  /Seven  Fines,  June  27,  1802. 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  iji  obedience  to  orders,  I 
marched  my  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  to  the  line  of 
fortifications  in  front  of  the  division,  arriving  there  by  8 o’clock  a.  m. 
Formed  in  close  column  by  division,  I held  my  brigade  in  readiness. 
During  the  morning,  under  orders  from  General  Ileintzelman,  I moved 
up  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  rei)orted  in  edge  of  woods  to  General 
Hooker.  . Under  his  orders  I returned  to  my  former  i)osition. 

About  — o’clock  p.  m.  I received  orders  from  General  Kearny  to  move 
forward  and  relieve  General  Grover.  I marched  Avith  the  Fortieth  New 
York,  Fourtli  Maine,  and  seven  companies  of  the  One  Iiundred  and  first 
Ncav  York,  leaving  orders  for  the  Third  Maine  (to  relieve  Avhich  from 
l)icket  General  Kearny  had  sent  the  Thirty-eiglitii  New  York)  to  follow 
me.  1 left  a staff  officer  to  conduct  them. 

Beacliing  Hooker’s  redoubt,  in  front  of  Twin  Houses,  I Avas  ordered, 
to  i)roceed  to  the  Avoods  to  the  left  and  driAX‘  the  <memy  back,  i 
dei)loyed  the  Fortieth  New  Yoik  and  Fourth  Maine  in  the  Avoods,  and 
moved  across  the  Avoods  toAvard  tlui  field  to  left  of  the  o])en  space, 
through  AAdiich  Ave  ])asse<l.  Finding  that  the  enemy  Avere  not  in  the 
AA'oods  betAveen  the  fields,  I changed  front  and  ouhwed  an  adAmnce 
toAvard  the  enemy’s  fortilications,  and  sent  to  liurry  foiAvard  the  One 
hundred  and  first  Ncav  York  and  Third  Maine.  AYe  received  several 
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severe  volleys  from  the  enemy,  hut  the  only  casualties  were  in  the  One 
hundred  and  first  Kew  York,  a list  of  which  I annex.* 

At  this  time  General  Keariij^  changed  the  front  of  my  command, 
posting  the  Fortieth  New  York  and  Fourth  Maine  in  line  in  the  woods 
behind  the  fence  of  the  open  field,  i)lacing  the  One  hundred  and  first 
New  York  at  right  angles  through  the  woods  on  the  right.  I had  found 
Colonel  Wyman,  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  with  a few  men  of  his 
regiment,  in  the  woods,  and  placed  him  as  my  right.  My  left  connected 
with  the  First  New  York.  General  Kearny  himself  took  command  of 
the  troops.  About  6.30  o’clock  I asked  General  Kearny  whether  I was 
to  relieve  General  Grover.  He  replied  not  until  I received  orders  from 
him.  Under  his  orders  the  Fortieth  New  York  was  detached  from  my 
commaiKb  About  dusk  Lieutenant  Linnard,  who  had  met  General 
Heintzelman,  brought  me  an  order  to  relieve  General  Grover  at  once. 
I ordered  the  Fourth  Maine  and  seven  companies  of  the  One  hundred 
and  first  New  York  to  move  out  of  the  woods  by  the  road  and  report  to 
me  at  the  “ lookout  tree,”  where  General  Grover  Avas  stationed,  and 
left  a staff  officer  to  conduct  them.  I rode  to  the  Third  Maine,  which 
had  been  ordered  b}^  General  Kearny  to  remain  in  the  field,  and  con- 
ducted them.  General  Grover  kindly  left  officers  to  show  my  regiments 
their  position,  and  with  much  trouble,  the  night  being  very  dark  and 
foggy  and  part  of  line  through  thick  abatis  and  the  enemy  at  short 
distance  throwing  in  volleys  of  musketry,  his  regiments  were  relieved, 
and  I held  the  same  position  that  he  had  held. 

About  2 o’clock  a.  m.  I commenced  to  cut  out  the  road  through  the 
abatis  so  that  artillery  could  be  run  to  the  front.  After  accomplishing 
a third  of  it  I was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Moore  to  desist,  as  the  general 
exi)ected  shortly  to  order  the  aa  ithdrawal  of  iny  regiments.  Just  before 
daAvn  I received  orders  through  Lieutenant  Moore  to  withdraw  my 
regiments  as  rapidly  and  quietly  as  possible,  protecting  their  rear  Avith 
a guard.  I sent  orders  to  each  regiment  to  withdraw,  and  to  report  to 
me  in  the  field  near  the  lookout  tree. 

General  Kearny  then  ordered  me  to  send  each  regiment  as  it  came 
out  to  the  line  of  fortifications  in  front  of  Berry’s  camp,  with  orders  to 
man  them,  retaining  the  Fortieth  New  York  as  a guard  until  all  had 
retired.  General  Kearny  then  ordered  Colonel  Egan,  Avith  eight  com- 
panies, to  moA^e  toAvard  Hooker’s  redoubt,  so  as  to  unmask  the  First 
New  York  Eegiment,  Avhich  he  had  placed  on  the  rear  line  of  the  field 
at  the  edge  of  the  coppice,  and  to  lea  A^e  tAvo  companies  as  a guard  until 
all  the  stragglers  and  pickets  came  out  of  the  field. 

General  Kearny  then  detached  the  Fourth  Maine  from  my  command, 
sending  them  to  the  left.  The  One  hundred  and  first  NeAv  York  and 
Third  Maine  retired  to  the  fortifications.  When  the  stragglers  Avere 
out  of  the  abatis  I moved  the  two  companies  of  the  Fortietli  Regiment 
to  the  balance  of  the  regiments,  Avhich  had  been  halted  by  General 
Kearny  to  the  left  of  Hooker’s  redoubt,  in  front  of  Twin  Houses.  As 
this  was  the  only  regiment  left  under  my  command,  and  General 
Kearny  had  personally  placed  other  regiments  and  took  immediate 
command  of  the  front,  I remained  Avith  the  regiment,  awaiting  further 
orders. 

During  the  morning  an  order  Avms  sent  to  Colonel  Egan  to  send  four 
of  his  companies  to  the  left  of  the  First  Ncav  York  in  the  woods,  plac- 
ing six  companies  as  a support.  As  the  ranking  officer  present  I at- 
tended to  the  execution  of  orders,  and  aftciAvard,  under  General 

^ Embodied  iu  revised  statement,  p.  38. 
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Kearny^s  personal  instructions,  connected  with  the  line  of  pickets,  with 
the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  on  the  left  and  the  First  New  York  on 
the  right,  extending  them  in  front  to  the  position  held  the  evening 
before,  the  pickets  and  scouts  of  the  enemy  retiring  before  us,  their 
firing  lieing  constant  but  harmless.  The  skirmishing  company  of  the 
Fortieth  New  York  did  good  execution  with  the  Enfield  rifle,  as  the 
bodies  found  testified.  At  3 o’clock  p.  m.  I was,  by  order  of  General 
Kearny,  relieved  from  the  front,  and  ordered  to  relieve  the  pickets  of 
the  First  New  York  with  the  Fortieth  New  York.  This  was  at  once 
executed. 

I take  pleasure  in  speaking  of  the  high  state  of  discipline  evinced  by 
the  Fourth  Maine  and  Fortieth  New  York.  They  were  steady  and 
united.  The  One  hundred  and  first  New  York  broke  when  marching 
to  post  under  the  first  volley  at  about  10  o’clock  p.  m.,  but  soon  rallied 
and  marched  steadily  to  the  front,  and  did  good  service.  The  Third 
Maine  were  somewhat  disordered  by  the  same  volley,  and  although 
most  of  this  hitherto  reliable  regiment  remained  at  post,  1 regret  to 
report  that  some  retired  to  camp  some  mile  in  rear.  The  commanding 
officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sampson,  left  his  command  and  post  and  was 
next  morning  in  camp.  I could  not  find  him  during  the  night.  He  left 
without  my  permission  or  knowledge.  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  place 
him  under  arrest. 

I annex  as  part  of  my  report  a map  of  localities  picketed  and  held  by 
my  command*  and  also  a list  of  casualties,  t 
I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIPNEY, 
Brigadier- General, 

Captain  Sturges, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Kearny’’ s Division. 


Headquarters  Birney’s  Brigade, 

Camp  Kear^iy^  July  5,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  conduct  of  my  command 
during  the  movement  from  the  Williamsburg  road  near  Seven  Pines  to 
this  point : 

On  the  20th  ultimo  under  orders  I withdrew  my  brigade  from  the 
intrenched  front  of  Kearny’s  division  to  the  second  intrenched  line.  I 
remained  in  position  here  for  several  hours,  and  then  fell  back  to 
Savage  Station,  where  1 again  formed  line.  Thence  I took  the  woods 
road  to  the  Cliarles  City  road,  which  I was  ordered  to  hold.  I crossed 
tlie  swamp,  or  rather  the  two  branches  of  it,  at  Jordon’s  Ford  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Charles  City  road.  My  advanced  skirmishers  were  fired 
into  by  the  enemy,  and  we  had  soon  unmistakable  evidence  of  a much 
superior  force  being  oiiposed  to  us  and  their  possession  of  artillery. 

My  skirmishers  from  the  Third  Maine  Eegiment,  under , gallantly 

kept  the  enemy  in  check. 

General  KeariQ^,  arriving  and  reconnoitering  the  ground,  ordered  me 
to  withdraw  and  march  to  the  lower  ford.  This  I did  after  a sharp 
skirmish  and  the  arrival  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Barricading  the  ford 
and  leaving  a guard  to  defend  it,  from  the  Fourth  Maine  Eegiment,  I 
sent  my  brigade  to  the  lower  ford,  crossed  in  safety,  and  reached 


Not  found. 


tSee  pp.  37-38. 
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Charles  City  road  at  IQ  o’clock  p.  iii.  In  the  battle  of  the  30th  ultimo 
my  brigade  held  a long  line  some  12  miles  in  extent,  connecting  with 
Slocum’s  division.  The  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment,  Major  Fairbanks, 
was  sent  to  my  support,  and  by  its  gallantry  added  greatly  to  our 
strength.  At  11  o’cloclv  p.  m.*  I received  orders  to  withdraw  my  bri- 
gade, the  PTrst  New  York,  Colonel  Dyckman,  and  Fifth  Michigan,  Major 
Fairbanks,  and  retire  to  James  River.  To  do  this  within  100  yards  of 
the  enemy’s  pickets,  in  such  along  line  and  dark  night  through  a dense 
woods  and  tangled  copse,  was  no  light  undertaking.  I am  happy  to 
report  that  the  discipline  of  the  troops  enabled  me  to  do  it  successfully, 
in  good  order,  and  without  collision.  In  this  1 was  especially  aided  by 
Colonel  Ryckman,  whose  regiment  in  line  of  battle  advanced  to  what 
1 considered  the  dangerous  point,  and  remained  until  [gave  him  orders 
to  follow  our  column. 

On  the  1st  July,  on  reaching  Turkey  Island  Bend,  James  River,  my 
brigade  was  again  ordered  to  the  front,  to  meet  the  advancing  enemy. 
This  was  done  in  good  order,  full  ranks,  and  determined  spirit.  We 
held  the  front  line  during  the  furious  cannonade  and  intrenched  our 
entire  front.  The  Fourtli  Maine  and  four  com})anies  from  the  Third 
Maine  held  the  wooded  ravijie  in  front  of  Kearny’s  line,  and  when 
Couch’s  right  was  in  danger  of  being  driven  back  by  an  unexpected 
and  furious  onslaugiit  of  the  enemy  that  portion  of  my  command  gal- 
lantly aided  him  in  driving  the  enemy  back.  We  held  the  j)osition 
until  2 o’clock  a.  m.  July  2,  when,  under  orders,  we  took  up  march  down 
the  river,  arriving  at  Harrison’s  Point  during  the  afternoon. 

On  July  3 we  were  again  ordered  to  the  front  and  right  of  Heintzel- 
man’s  line,  and  during  the  niglit,  without  tools,  erected  a strong  barri- 
cade, serving  for  defense  and  })rotection  for  rihemen. 

I give  a list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  my  brigade  since  the 
29th  ultimo.  It  is  impossible  now  to  classify  them  or  to  specify  in 
which  fight  the  casualties  liappened.  The  movements  were  so  rapid 
that  regimental  and  company  commanders  were  unable  to  keep  i)roper 
records. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  my  brigade,  although  somewhat  reduced 
in  strength,  is  in  fighting  trim  and  eager  to  meet  the  foe. 

I mention  with  pleasure  Brigade  Surgeon  Pancoast  as  worthy  of 
honorable  notice  for  his  assiduous  attention  to  his  duties  and  his  con- 
stant i^resence  on  the  field.  He  proved  himself  a brave  and  skillful 
officer.  Lieutenant  Linnard,  my  aide-de-camp,  was  slightly  wounded, 
and  I fear  taken  prisoner  during  the  retiring  of  my  brigade.  Lieuten- 
ant Lee,  of  my  staff,  was  untiring  in  his  efforts,  and  rendered  me  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  service. 

My  whole  command  feels  under  great  obligations  to  the  general  com- 
manding division  for  his  unceasing,  untiring  devotion  to  their  interests, 
which  his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  by-roads  and  paths  of  the 
swamp  enabled  him  so  successfully  to  promote. 

Captain  Miudil,  chief  of  my  staff,  fully  sustained  the  honorable  men- 
tion heretofore  made  of  him. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  annexed  listf  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 

Captain  Sturges,  Actg.  Afist.  Adjt.  Oen.^  Kearny’s  Division. 

* The  order  was  not  sent  from  my  headquarters  until  12  midnight. — S.  P.  H. 
fSee  p.  27. 
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No.  71. 

Report  of  Col.  Enrico  Fardella^  One  hundred  and  first  New  YorJc  Infantry., 
of  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove.,  or  King^s  School-House. 

Hdqrs.  One  hundred  and  First  Reut.  N.  Y.  S.  Vols., 

Camp  Kearny^  June  27,  18G2. 

General:  I hear  that  it  has  been  reported  to  yon  that  my  regiment 
broke  in  presence  of  the  enemy.  This  report,  general,  I must  assure 
you  is  iucorrect,  and  as  commander  of  the  regiment  I feel  it  my  duty 
to  mention  the  following  facts  : 

After  the  engagement  of  tlie  25th,  in  whicli  my  command  of  seven  ♦ 
companies  (three  being  on  picket)  conducted  itself  in  such  a manner  as 
to  be  complimented  by  you,  you  ordered  us,  with  muskets  slung  and 
picks  and  shovels  on  the  shoulders,  to  proceed  to  throw  up  ride  juts  in 
the  advance.  As  we  arrived  near  the  j)ickets  a heavy  volley  of  mus- 
ketry was  tired.  The  j)ickets  fell  back  and  retired  through  our  ranks. 
From  the  nature  of  the  j)ath  we  had  taken  it  was  necessary  to  march 
in  single  tile,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  some  of  the  men  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  darkness  to  get  out  of  danger  ; but  the  regiment  Avas 
not  broken  or  disorganized.  I at  once  reported  to  you.  You  asked 
about  the  condition  of  the  regiment,  to  which  I replied  that  we  were 
ready  to  moA^e  forward.  You  ordered  me  to  retire  and  Avait  orders. 
After  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  you  sent  us  to  relicA^e  a regiment 
])OSted  as  picket  in  the  advance.  We  held  the  position  during  the 
night,  though  aAATire  that  the  enemy  was  outfianking  us  and  that  there 
was  great  danger  of  being  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners.  At  day- 
break Ave  received  your  orders  immediately  to  retire. 

If  it  AA^ere  true  that  the  regiment  broke  and  ran,  it  would  haA^e  been 
an  impossibility  to  lead  it,  Avithin  fifteen  minutes,  iii  the  darkness  and 
through  the  woods,  to  a position  farther  advanced.  I beg  you,  there- 
fore, general,  to  accejit  this  statement  of  facts,  and  to  correct  the  bad 
iinjmession  such  a report  avouUI  tend  to  create  about  the  One  hundred 
and  first. 

Believe  me,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  FARDELLA, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  First  New  York  Volunteers. 

General  KEARNY^ 

Commanding  Third  Division. 


[Indorsement.] 


Sir  : I resjiectfully  forward  this,  and  I am  happy  to  state  in  behalf 
of  this  regiment  my  mistake.  I witnessed  the  men,  some  hundred,  run 
out.  I presumed  that  there  was  a relative  jmrtion  behind  in  the  slash- 
ings. But  they  Avere  Avith  muskets  slung  and  carrying  spades,  &c. 
General  Birney  also  makes  this  testimony  in  their  favor.  Their  colonel 
is  a noble  and  braA^e  old  soldier.  His  only  difficulty  is  that  he  does  not 
speak  English  fluently.  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier- Gmieralj  Commanding  Division. 
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No.  72. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Sir  am  G.  Berry.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  eyigagement  at  Gale  Grove,  or  Kmg\s  School- Bouse,  and 
battles  of  Glendale,  or  Nelson^s  Farm  (Frazier^s  Farm),  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


nEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE, 

June  27,  1862. 

Captain  : At  7 a.  m.,  morning  of  25tli  instant,  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  your  headquarters,  I moved  forward  to  support  and  advance 
my  picket  line,  the  Second  and  Third  Michigan  Volunteers,  the  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York,  and  ten  companies  of  the  First  New  York  being 
then  on  outpost  duty.  I immediately  relieved  the  Thirty-seventh  New 
York  and  the  ten  companies  of  the  First  New  York  with  the  Second 
Michigan,  Major  Dillman  commanding. 

I placed  the  Thirty-seventh,  after  it  was  relieved,  at  the  dangerous 
road  (direct  road  to  Charles  City  road),  and  the  ten  companies  of  the 
First  New  York  in  advance,  some  1,000  yards  on  said  road.  I placed 
the  Third  Michigan  between  the  dangerous  road  and  the  pine  tree, 
some  1,000  yards  in  advance  of  the  road,  and  had  skirmishers  here  out 
along  my  front  100  yards.  I advanced  the  line,  keeping  the  connection 
on  the  right.  The  enemy’s  ])ickets  were  driven  in  by  my  right  at  the 
same  time  that  they  were  met  by  the  forces  of  General  Itobinson,  the 
enemy  supporting  on  the  left  of  General  Eobinson  in  force. 

At  this  time  you  called  ou  me  for  a regiment  to  su])port  on  the  left 
of  the  First  Brigade.  I sent  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  and  im- 
mediately ordered  over  the  Fifth  Michigan  to  take  its  place.  On  its 
arrival  I changed  and  placed  the  Fifth  in  position  on  my  right,  and 
placed  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  dowui  the  dangerous  road  500 
yards,  in  line  with  the  Third  Michigan,  but  some  hundred  yards  from 
it.  At  3 p.  m.  the  firing  was  heavy  for  a time.  The  two  pieces  of 
artillery  of  Beam’s  battery  were  now  at  work.  The  enemy  seemed  to 
be  arranging  for  something.  I judged  it  to  be  to  make  a dash  for  the 
road  in  rear  of  the  field  ])ieces.  I placed  the  right  wing  of  the  First 
New  York  Kegiment  on  my  extreme  right,  with  orders  to  advance  and 
hold  the  road  at  all  hazards.  This  regiment,  together  with  the  Fifth 
Michigan,  contributed  much  to  sustain  our  lines  when  the  Eighty- 
seventh  New  York  broke. 

It  now  became  dark,  and  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  general 
of  division  I kept  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  on  outpost  duty;  also 
ten  companies  of  the  First  New  York.  We  held  all  the  ground  gained 
during  the  day,  having  advanced  our  right  about  one-half  mile. 

I will  send  you  a detailed  report,  together  with  a list  of  casualties  of 
the  day,  as  soon  as  my  regimental  reports  are  in. 

Very  respectfullv, 

U.  G.  BEERY, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers. 

Captain  Sturges, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Note. — I had  out  during  the  day  the  Second,  Third,  aud  Fifth 
Michigan,  the  Thirty-seventh  and  First  New  York.  I had  to  guard  a 
line  of  2.J  miles  long,  and  as  my  left  is  the  dangerous  point,  my  attention 
was  particularly  directed  to  that  point.  All  my  men  behaved  Laud- 
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somely.  At  iiiglit  I established  my  picket  line  on  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers, having  advanced  it  on  the  right  more  than  one-half  a mile. 

IT.  U.  BEKliY, 
Brigadier- General^  Volunteers. 

Captain  Sturges^ 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  July  5,  18G2. 

Captain:  At  12.30  at  night  of  29th  June  I received  orders  to  be  pre- 
pared to  fall  back  from, the  position  that  my  brigade  occupied  on  the 
left  of  the  line  to  the  second  line  of  defenses  and  to  pass  to  the  same 
by  the  Saw-mill  road,  my  pickets  to  be  kept  to  the  front  and  my  bri- 
gade to  fall  back  after  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  I made  the 
necessary  preparations,  and  at  3 a.  m.  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
moved,  together  with  two  sections  of  Thompson’s  battery,  which  was  in 
the  redouM  on  my  immediate  front.  At  4 a.  m.  I filed  my  command  to 
the  rear  by  regiments,  the  Third  Michigan  covering  our  rear,  taking 
with  them  the  remaining  section  of  Thompson’s  battery.  We  passed 
to  the  second  line  of  defenses  by  way  of  the  saw-mill,  having  succeeded 
in  withdrawing  our  pickets  without  confusion  or  loss.  We  took  posi- 
tion on  the  left  of  the  earthwork  in  the  skirt  of  tlie  woods  fronting  the 
plain,  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  Major  Hillman,  guarding  the 
approaches  via  saw-mill,  as  well  as  picketing  our  front  to  connect  with 
those  of  the  First  Brigade,  which  together  covered  our  front  from  the 
saw-mill  to  the  Williamsburg  road. 

At  2.30  p.  m.  the  general  of  division  sent  for  me  to  pass  down  and 
examine  the  fords,  in  conformity  to  an  order  from  corps  headquarters. 
I immediately  did  so.  I found  Jordon’s  Ford  in  a bad  condition,  re- 
quiiing  some  considerable  labor  to  finish  the  crossing,  and  1 ordered  it 
done  by  the  Fourth  Maine  Begiment,  there  on  fatigue  duty.  I also 
])assed  down  to  Fisher’s  Ford,  and  found  that  a little  labor  would  put 
that  in  good  condition  for  infantry.  I also  ordered  that  work  com- 
menced immediately.  Colonel  Walker  put  on  extra  men,  and  I am 
happy  to  state  the  ford  was  in  an  hour  made  passable. 

At  this  time,  say  3.45  i'l,  an  orderly  came  for  me,  ordering  me  to 
report  to  division  headquarters.  I returned  as  rax)idly  as  i)0ssible,  and 
when  within  a mile  of  camp  met  my  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Hayinan,  moving  toward  the  ford.  Colonel  Ilayman  informed  me  that 
we  were  to  cross  the  swaiip)  at  Jordon’s  Ford,  and  that  the  division  as 
well  as  the  army  was  on  the  move.  I i)assed  on  to  headquarters  of  divis- 
ion for  instructions,  and  when  I reached  there  the  general  of  division 
was  absent.  I immediately  returned  to  my  brigade.  I i)assed  down 
the  road,  and  when  I reached  Jordon’s  Ford  I examined  it  again,  and 
concluded  it  was  not  i)ossible  to  jiass  a large  body  of  men  over  it  with 
any  rai)idity,  and  knowing  the  next  ford  was  in  good  condition  I xmshed 
on  for  that.  I passed  over  it  with  my  command,  excejit  the  Second 
Michigan,  which  had  been  on  x)icket  and  was  in  the  rear  of  the  troox>s 
of  our  corps.  After  i)assing  the  ford  I took  the  Charles  City  road  to 
the  left  and  joined  General  Sykes’  command,  and  took  position  on  his 
front. 

At  3 a.  m.  June  30  I rei)orted  my  command  to  the  general  of  division. 
We  were  moved,  by  order  of  the  general  of  division,  forward  to  a jiosi- 
tion  on  tlie  left  of  the  Cliarles  City  road,  my  right  resting  uxmn  it  and 
my  left  on  a swamp.  We  arrived  in  this  position  at  5 a.  m.  At  11.30 
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a.  m.  I received  orders  to  move  my  command  to  a new  line  to  the  left, 
and  while  making  arrangements  to  get  my  pickets  relieved  an  order 
came  to  hurry  at  double-quick.  My  men  laid  aside  their  knapsacks, 
placing  a guard  over  them,  and  moved  as  ordered.  AVe  took  up  a po- 
sition to  the  rear  and  reserve  to  the  two  brigades.  At  4 p.  m.  I receiv^ed 
orders  to  place  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  central  road,  in  the  skirt 
of  the  wmods,  directly  in  the  front  of  division  headquarters. 

At  5 a.  m.  the  action  in  front  of  Eobinson’s  brigade  and  Thompson’s 
battery  opened  severely.  It  vras  evident  that  the  troops  on  the  left  of 
the  road  (McCall’s  division)  were  giving  way.  At  this  time  I placed 
the  First  New  York,  Colonel  Dyckman,  in  support  of  Thompson’s  bat- 
tery. General  Eobinson  called  on  me  for  a regiment  to  sustain  his 
line,  and  I sent  him  the  Second  Michigan,  Major  Dillman.  Captain , 
Sturges,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  took  the  Third  Michigan 
Yolunteers,  Major  Pierce,  to  support  General  Birney.  Thompson’s  bat- 
tery was  severely  assailed,  and  by  the  use  that  gallant  officer  made  of 
canister,  and  the  support  rendered  by  General  Eobinson’s  brigade,  to- 
gether with  that  rendered  by  the  First  New  York  and  afterward  by  the 
Thirty-seventh  New  York  and  Fifth  Michigan  (Major  Fairbanks),  of  my 
owm,  prevented  them  from  advancing  their  lines  toward  us.  This  regi- 
ment operated  in  front  of  General  AIcCall’s  line  and  the  road.  The 
enemy  were  jiressing  in  that  direction  very  hard,  and  I thought  it  my 
duty  to  check  them  to  save  our  left  dank. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  a column 
to  make  a strong  effort  to  pierce  our  lines.  I made  known  the  fact  to 
General  Burns,  who  was  forming  a second  line  to  McCall’s.  That 
officer  gave  me  the  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
Colonel  — . I marched  up  to  the  road  and  placed  the  Fifth  Michi- 

gan, of  less  than  200  men,  and  they,  the  remaining  one,  on  its  right; 
filed  by  the  right  across  our  front  and  in  rear  of  Thompson’s  battery, 
and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  who  had  appeared  in  a strong  column. 
Lieutenant  Greenhalgh,  one  of  my  aides,  gallantly  led  the  regiment, 
drove  back  the  enemy,  and  captured  a stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the 

Eegiment,  of . Other  re-enfcrcements  arrived,  and  we  held 

our  line  without  falling  back  an  inch. 

At  12  m.  1 received  orders  to  draw  off'  my  men  immediately  and  to 
follow  General  Eobinson’s  brigade.  I did  so  without  loss  of  any  pickets, 
leaving  my  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  considerable,  including  Major  Fair- 
banks, badly  wounded. 

AVe  followed  the  retreating  army  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  after  having 
collected  stragglers  took  position  under  orders  from  your  headquarters 
on  the  right  of  the  advanced  general  line,  supporting  the  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  us  from  the  plateau  oiipo- 
site  with  considerable  effect.  My  men,  however,  kept  their  position  all 
day  without  flinching,  although  some  50  men  were  hit ; among  others 
Captain  Pulford,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers. 

At  1 a.  m.  of  the  2d  we  were  ordereil  to  fall  back  and  follow  the  Second 
Brigade.  AA^e  did  so  in  order,  arriving  at  this  locality  at  10  a.  m.  of  tho 
2d  instant. 

I have  to  mention  that  my  brigade  behaved  admirably  at  the  battle 
of  Charles  City.  The  position  was  strongly  contested.  Night  closed 
in  uijon  us  in  possession  of  our  own  ground.  The  First  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Dyckman,  behaved  handsomely.  This  regiment  re- 
ceived a charge  of  a rebel  regiment,  and  charged  in  turn  and  broke  the 
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eu^^oiy  ill  eonfiisioii.  Tlie  Thirty-seventh  ^ew  York  Yolunteers,  Col- 
ouel  Hayinan,  charged  a rebel  regiment  and  broke  it  into  confusion. 
The  Fifth  Michigan  again  fought  as  usual.  Major  Fairbanks,  its  only 
field  officer,  was  here  badly  wounded.  Tlie  Third  Michigan  was  with 
the  Second  Brigade  and  the  Second  Michigan  was  with  the  First  Bri- 
gade. They  behaved  as  Michigan  soldiers  always  do— well.  None 
llinched.  At  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  my  brigade  was  exposed  to  the 
shot  and  shell  from  morning  till  night.  Notwithstanding  many  were 
killed  and  wounded,  the  regiments  maintained  the  most  perfect  order. 

T have  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Captain  Wilson,  my  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general ; also  Lieutenants  Freeman  and  Greenh^lgh. 
They  were  active  in  carrying  out  my  wishes  during  the  battles  men- 
tioned. Lieutenant  Greenhalgh  led  tlie  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  New 
York  Volunteers,  of  General  Bums’  command,  gallantly  into  the  light, 
repulsing  the  enemy  and  capturing  a stand  of  rebel  colors  at  one  of  the 
most  critical  periods  of  the  fight.  All  my  company  officers  behaved 
well.  1 have  no  fault  to  find  with  any.  For  the  particular  ones  who 
distinguished  themselves  more  than  others  I respectfully  refer  yon  to 
the  regimental  reports. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  BERRY, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  W.  G.  Sturges. 


No.  73. 

Report  of  Maj.  Louis  Dillmany  Second  Michigan  I^ifantry^  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Oah  Orove^  or  ILinfs  School-House. 

Camp  of  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

June  27,  1862. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  received 
in  the  morning  of  June  25,  I left  cam])  at  7 a.  m.  on  Sunday  to  relieve 
the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  then  on  picket  in  the  woods  to  the  left 
of  General  Hooker’s  line  of  pickets.  Soon  after  leaving  camp  I was 
joined  by  two  coiiqiauies  of  the  First  New  York,  that  were  to  act  as  a 
reserve  to  the  Seimnd  Michigan  Regiment.  By  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Berry  1 deployed  three  companies  of  my  regiment  as  skir- 
mishers on  the  old  jiicket  line,  with  instructions  to  advance  the  right  of 
the  line  just  fast  enough  to  keep  up  a connection  with  the  skirmishers 
ol’  the  Tliird  Maine,  who  were  deployed  to  the  right  of  my  line.  The 
two  regiments  becoming  separated,  a comiiany  of  the  Third  Michigan 
was  thrown  onto  the  line,  to  form  a connection  on  the  right  with  the 
Tliird  Maine  and  on  the  left  with  the  Second  Michigan.  The  line  was 
now  formed,  but  was  left  very  crooked.  On  the  26th  I straightened  the 
line,  and  as  now  placed  the  jiickets  are  about  half  a mile  in  advance  of 
the  line  as  we  found  it  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  I would  further 
re.jiort  that  there  has  been  no  unusual  movement  or  noise  observed  on 
our  front  wTiile  on  this  tour  of  picket  duty.  I was  relieved  this  morn- 
ing by  Colonel  Hayman,  Thirty-seventh  New  York. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  HILLMAN, 

Major.,  Commanding  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers. 

[Capt.  G.  W.  Wilson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.j  Third  Brigade^  Third  Hiv.j  Third  Corps.] 
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No.  74. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  Humphrey^  Second  Michigan  Infantry^  of  the 
battles  of  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  of  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

071  James  River Fa.,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir:  Iu  pursuance  of  order  from  brigade  headquarters  the  Second 
Regiment  Michigan  Infantry,  under  command  of  Major  Dillman,  took 
ui)  its  line  of  march  from  Caini)  Lincoln  early  in  the  morning  of  June 
29,  marching  to  the  rear  of  the  camp  down  the  Saw-mill  road  until  we 
reached  an  open  field  that  had  been  occupied  by  General  Couch’s  divis- 
ion as  a camping  ground.  Here  the  regiment  was  halted.  Two  com- 
lianies,  E and  H,  were  thrown  forward  to  a light  breastwork  at  the 
edge  of  the  woods  and  covering  the  road  down  which  we  had  marched 
from  our  camp.  Three  companies,  C,  K,  and  F,  were  sent  back  to  the 
saw  mills  to  act  as  vedettes  on  the  road  leading  from  our  old  camp  to 
the  imsition  we  then  occupied;  also  to  throw  out  scouts  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  The  remaining  five  companies  were  held  in 
reserve. 

About  2 p.  m.  the  companies,  C,  F,  and  K,  at  the  saw  mills  were 
ordered  to  draw  in  their  vedettes  and  scouts  and  join  their  regiment, 
which  in  turn  was  ordered  to  join  the  brigade,  then  stationed  behind 
the  earthworks  to  the  rear  of  us.  As  soon  as  these  orders  were  exe- 
cuted the  regiment  moved  on  the  road  toward  Jordon’s  Ford.  But 
before  reaching  the  forks  of  the  road,  where  Kearny’s  and  Hooker’s 
divisions  were  to  seiiarate,  the  artillery  broke  the  column,  dividing  the 
regiment,  four  companies,  A,  B,  D,  and  G taking  the  road  to  the  right 
toward  the  ford,  which  they  crossed  about  4 p.  m.,  and  were  soon  en- 
gaged in  a warm  skirmish  with  the  enemy’s  pickets,  who  were  found 
pretty  strongly  posted  to  dispute  the  passage  of  another  ford  (name  not 
known)  beyond  Jordon’s.  It  was  soon  deemed  impracticable  to  attempt 
to  force  a passage,  and  tlie  troops  were  ordered  to  recross  Jordon’s 
Ford.  The  four  companies.  A,  B,  G,  D,  of  the  Second  were  ordered  to 
hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  recrossing  of  the  ford  was  accom- 
lilished  by  the  rest  of  the  troops,  when  they  were  to  fall  back  and  bring 
up  the  rear  of  the  division,  which  command  was  fully  executed.  . 

The  six. remaining  companies  took  the  road  to  the  left,  followed  it  as 
far  as  the  saw-mill  in  front  of  Crittenden’s  Ford,  when  finding  they 
were  on  the  wrong  road  they  retraced  their  steps,  took  the  road  toward 
Jordon’s  Ford,  and  reached  it  just  as  the  troops  were  recrossing.  They 
at  once  joined  the  column,  and  marched  with  it  across  and  some  2 miles 
beyond  Brackett’s  Ford,  where  they  camped  for  the  night. 

June  30. — Tlys  morning  the  comiianies  of  the  regiment  reunited  and 
the  regiment  joined  the  brigade,  and  all  marched  to  a position  some 
distance  to  the  front  of  where  we  camped  for  the  night.  Soon  after 
we  changed  our  position  to  the  left  and  rear  onto  the  expected  battle- 
field, and  at  once  formed  into  column  of  divisions  to  the  right  of  the 
open  field.  Soon  after  we  were  ordered  to  a position  farther  to  the 
right.  From  here  we  marched  to  the  front,  and  were  placed  iu  position 
to  support  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  which  was  holding  a 
slightly-constructed  rifie  pit  formed  by  hurriedly  throwing  up  loose 
rails!  We  joined  the  Twentieth  Indiana  in  the  pit  about  3 p.  m.,  and 
with  them  held  it  under  a galling  fire  on  our  front  and  left  fiauk  until 
the  battle  ended. 

As  soon  as  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  had  drawn  oft  from  the 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


seven-days’  battles. 


189 


field  we  reeeived  orders  to  throw  out  iiickets  in  front  of  the  rifle  pits 
to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  The  line  was  at  once  formed, 
and  a sharp  lookout  kept  by  all,  for  the  enemy  was  observed  to  be  on 
the  alert,  and  about  midnight  quite  a force  was  seen  filing  along  their 
lines  toward  our  right.  From  the  number  of  colors  seen  this  force 
consisted  of  at  least  twelve  regiments.  From  their  cries  for  their  com- 
rades we  ascertained  that  the  wounded  from  tweuty-four  of  the  enemy’s 
regiments  lay  on  the  field  within  talking  distance  of  our  position. 

July  1. — At  2 a.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  call  in  our  pickets  and 
march  at  once.  We  were  soon  on  the  road,  and  about  5 a.  m.  reached 
Haxall’s  Landing,  on  James  River.  After  a short  rest  we  were  marched 
up  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  line  then  being  formed  to  meet  a 
threatened  attack  from  the  enemy.  On  reaching  the  ground  we,  with 
the  rest  of  the  brigade,  were  placed  in  loosition  to  support  the  batteries 
that  were  now  idaying  on  the  enemy’s  advancing  column  or  replying 
to  a fierce  fire  from  their  batteries.  We  reached  this  position  about  1) 
a.  m.,  and  remained  here  until  12  m.  During  the  whole  of  this  time 
the  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy’s  guns  were  incessantly  flying  over 
and  through  our  ranks.  At  this  time  we  were  drawn  back  under 
shelter  of  the  hill,  where  we  remained  until  again  ordered  to  march. 

July  2. — A little  past  midnight  were  marching,  and  taking  the  road 
downi  the  river  we  reached  the  present  camp  of  the  army  about  9 a.  m. 

July  3. — Changed  our  position  to  the  camp  we  now^  occiqiy.  I 
omitted  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection  that  Major  Dillman  was 
carried  to  the  rear  at  12  m.  July  1.  He  was  obliged  to  go  from  the 
fatigue  and  exposure  of  the  last  few  days’  excessive  labor.  By  order 
of  Brigadier-General  Berry  I at  once  assumed  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

I cannot  close  this  report  of  the  part  the  Second  Regiment  took  in 
the  execution  of  this  grand  and  successful,  but  to  many  of  us  during  its 
progress  discouraging,  movement  of  the  army.  The  endurance  of  the 
men  had  been  severely  taxed  by  the  almost  incessant  duties  performed 
by  them  as  pickets  and  scouts  since  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  Yet  they 
submitted  to  the  hardships  and  ])rivations  incident  to  such  a march 
without  a murmur,  and  bore  themselves  manfully  before  the  enemy. 
It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  speak  of  each  ofhcer  and  man  present 
during  this  march,  but  I cannot. 

I remain,  very  resiiectfully, 

WM.  HUMPHREY, 

Captain^  Comdg.  Second  licgiment  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Wilson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  75. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Ambrose  A . Stevens^  Third  Michigan  Infantry of 
the  engagement  at  Gale  Grove.)  or  Kingh  School- Hoiise. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers, 

Camp  Lincoln^  Ttc,  June  27,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  3 0 ur  circular  of  thfs 
<late  I have  the  honor  to  re])ort  brielH"  the  part  taken  by  the  Third 
Michigan  Volunteers  in  the  aftair  of  the  25th  instant.  At  7.30  a.  m. 
orders  were  received  from  your  headquarters  to  move  the  regiment  from 
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its  camp  to  a position  outside  the  rifle  pits  and  on  tlie  right  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan.  This  order  had  scarcely  been  complied  with  when  we 
were  again  ordered  to  move  forward  about  100  rods,  wJiere  we  halted 
in  line  of  battle  between  the  forks  of  two  roads,  being  then  in  a con- 
venient position  to  throw  forward  a force  on  either  road  as  a support  to 
the  troops  already  sent  forward,  for  the  puri)ose  of  advancing  the  i)icket 
lines  on  our  front. 

We  remained  but  a short  time  at  this  place,  when  we  were  ordered 
forward  by  yourself  about  half  a mile  distant  to  the  picket  line  of  the 
Third  Maine  Volunteers,  who  were  now  by  your  orders  about  to  advance 
their  pickets  to  the  front,  the  Third  Michigan  Eegiment  following 
closely  as  a suf^port  to  the  reserves  of  the  pickets  of  the  Third  Maine 
for  the  distance  of  nearly  one  mile,  when  we  v/ere  halted  by  your 
order  and  formed  as  a reserve  line,  connecting  on  our  right  with  the 
Fifth  Michigan  and  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  on  our 
left.  We  remained  in  this  position  during  the  engagement  upon  our 
right  and  until  evening,  when  the  regiment  was  iilaced  as  pickets  for 
the  night. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  x\.  8TEVFNS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Mieliigan  Volunteers^  Goyndg. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Wilson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General^  Berry^s  Brigade. 


No.  76. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  I).  Fairhanhs^  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry of  the  en- 
gagement at  Oah  Grove,  or  King'’s  tSchool- House. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Eegiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

Camp  near  White  Oak  Swamp.,  Va.,  June  27,  1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  an  order  received  this  morning  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follovdng  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
regiment  on  the  25th  instant: 

The  regiment  was  under  arms  in  light  marching  order  at  daybreak. 
At  8 oYlock  I was  ordered  to  march  outside  of  the  breastworks  and 
form  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  works,  my  right  resting  on  the  left 
of  the  road.  About  10  o’clock  I was  ordered  to  march  into  the  woods 
in  front,  and  went  forward  at  double-quick  till  I found  General  Berry. 
By  his  direction  the  regiment  formed  a line  of  liattle  by  the  road-side, 
where  we  remained  until  we  were  sent  forward  to  supiiort  the  Eighty- 
seventh  New  York  Eegiment. 

Soon  after  getting  into  position  to  siqiport  the  Ihghty-seventh  we 
were  moved  to  the  left,  guided  by  yourself,  and  by  you  iplaciHl  as  a re- 
serve in  rear  of  the  Third  Maine  Eegiment,  then  on  iiiclvot  duty.  About 
5 ]).  m.  that  regiment  was  relieved  by  the  Thirty-eighth  New  York, 
Colonel  Ward.  Soon  after  Colonel  Ward  had  stationed  his  men  we 
heard  rapid  firing  and  loud  cheering  in  front,  and  large  numbers  of 
men  belonging  to  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  came  rushing  ])ast  us 
in  disorder  and  reported  that  the  enemy  were  u|)on  us  in  great  Ibrce. 
We  tried  to  rally  the  runaways  and  turn  them  back,  with  little  success. 

Finding  I could  do  nothing  with  them,  I gave  the  order,  “Forward,” 
and  marched  to  the  front  as  rapidly  as  possible,  considering  the  nature 
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of  the  gToimd.  (3olonel  Dyckman  came  up  witli  the  right  wing  of  the 
First  New  York  and  formed  on  our  right.  We  soon  met  the  enemy, 
and  by  a few  well-directed  discharges  from  the  First  and  Thirty-eighth 
New  York  and  this  regiment  drove  him  from  our  front,  and  at  sun- 
down found  ourselves  at  the  edge  of  an  open  field,  with  no  enemy  in 
sight.  I aui  ha])py  to  be  able  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  we  were 
ex]iosed  to  the  lire  of  a rebel  battery,  which  threw  shell  and  canister 
among  us  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  to  a severe  lire  of  musketry  at 
short  range  for  about  half  an  hour,  we  only  had  3 men  slightly 
wounded. 

I have  to  thank  the  fev/  officers  present  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
executed  my  orders  and  for  their  advice,  es])ecially  Captains  Farrar, 
Gilluly,  Mathews,  and  Fultord.  All,  botli  officers  and  men,  behavW 
well.  I am  also  indebted  to  yourself  and  Lieutenant  Freeman  and 
General  Berry’s  staff. 

Corporals  Lerich  and  Cook,  and  Privates  Bickford,  Green,  and  Kin- 
iiej',  who  volunteered,  Avent  to  the  front  and  brought  back  reliable  in- 
formation of  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Corporal  Lerich  was  captured 
by  the  enemy,  but  managed  to  escape  and  rejoin  the  regiment  about  0 
o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  FxilEBANKS, 

Major ^ Comdg.  Fifth  Regiment  Miehigan  Infantry. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Wilson, 

Acting  Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Col.  Garrett  Rychman,  First  Few  York  Infantry.,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Oak  GrovCj  or  King^s  School-House. 


IIdqrs.  First  Begiment  N.  Y.  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  ^Yhite  Oak  Swamp.,  Va.j  June  27,  1862. 

General:  I beg  leave  to  report  that,  as  directed  by  you,  at  6.30  p. 
111.  on  the  2r)th  instant,  1 detached  four  comiianies  from  the  First  Eegi- 
meiit  New  York  Volunteers,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  Lieutenants 
Campbell  and  Nixon  5 C,  Lieuteuant  ShaAv;  E,  Captain  Yeamans  and 
Jjieuteiiaut  Duncan;  and  F,  Capt.  John  H.  Coster  and  Lieutenant 
Allen,  to  proceed  to  the  support  of  our  troops  to  the  right  of  Avhere 
our  regiment  Avas  lying,  who  appeared  to  be  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy. 

On  moving  oblicpiely  forAvard  in  line  of  battle  to  the  right  Ihrough 
the  SAvamp  1 found  that  the  enemy  Avitli  a strong  force  had  attacked 
tlie  front  and  forced  it  on  the  reseiwe,  the  Fifth  Michigan,  AAdtli  such 
rat)idity  that  tlicy  Avere  jirevented  from  adAaincing.  1 immediately 
foriiHMl  across  the  road  AAdth  the  three  right  companies  (the  left  one 
liaving  been  detained  by  the  assistant  adjutant- general  for  a feAv 
minutes),  and  as  soon  as  our  scattered  troojis  had  passed  to  the  rear 
oi)ened  lire  on  the  enemy,  distant  less  than  50  yards.  The  Fifth  Mich- 
igan, of  about  150  or  200  men,  then  formed  on  my  left.  We  then 
advanced  to  tlie  o])ening  in  front,  not  deeming  it  advisable  to  moAm 
too  far  with  so  small  a force.  1 halted,  and  receh^ed  orders  fiom  you 
to  hold  the  position  1 Avas  in.  I am  hapiiy  to  say  that  the  timely 
arrival  of  the  small  force  you  sent  forAvard  I am  told  Avas  tlie  means  of 
saving  the  battery  on  our  right, 
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I take  great  pleasure  iii  reporting  that  the  conduct  of  tlie  officers  and 
men  was  most  gallant. 

Our  casualties  were  6 wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GAERETT  DYOKMAN, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  R^eic  York  Volunteers. 
Brigadier-General  Berry, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade.,  Third  Division.^  Third  Corps. 


No.  78. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Erasmus  B.  Keyes,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 
Corps,  of  operations  June  21 -July  2. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Gorps, 

HarrisoFs  Bar,  July  20,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fourth  Corps  from  June  27  to  July  2 instant,  embrac- 
ing the  time  oceupied  by  the  flank  movement  or  change  of  base  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  (fiiickahominy  to  the  Janies  River : 

At  1 o’clock  a.  m.  June  28  I received  orders  to  place  three  bri- 
gades of  my  corps  and  all  their  artillery  and  baggage  across  White 
Oak  Swam})  before  daylight  the  same  morning.  My  orders  from  Gen- 
eral McClellan  required  that  I should  seize  the  strong  positions  on  the 
opposite  side,  so  as  to  cover  most  effectively  the  passage  of  the  other 
troops.  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  had  some  time  x>reviously  been 
destroyed  by  General  Hooker,  and  other  bridges  were  to  be  constructed 
for  the  passage  of  the  whole  army.  Not  a single  bridge  was  ready  for 
a wheeled  carriage  to  cross  until  about  two  hours  after  sunrise.  The 
moment  the  first  was  ready  I ^pushed  forward  Brigadier-General  Peck, 
commanding  division,  with  Wessells’  brigade  in  the  advance,  and  imme- 
diately following  General  Couch,  commanding  division,  with  Palmer’s 
brigade. 

Belbre  12  o’clock  m.  those  two  brigades,  with  several  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, Avere  established  nearly  4 miles  beyond  the  bridge,  in  position  to 
guard  the  Charles  City  road,  the  New  Market  and  Quaker  roads,  and 
the  roads  and  paths  below  Avhich  lead  to  the  James  and  Chickahominy 
Rivers.  Before  night  Abercrombie’s  and  HoAve’s  brigades,  of  Couch’s 
division,  Avith  most  of  the  artillery  and  baggage  of  the  Fourth  Corps, 
had  Joined  me.  In  this  position,  near  the  junction  of  Jiiany  roads,  I 
thought  my  corx)S  could  best  coA^er  the  crossing  of  White  Oak  SAvaiii]) 
and  tbAAnrt  any  designs  the  enemy  might  Inwe  to  interru})t  the  passage 
of  the  army  to  the  James  RAer. 

Naglee’s  brigade  of  Peck’s  division,  and  Miller’s  and  Brady’s  bat- 
teries had  been  left  behind  to  guard  and  destroy  the  railroad  and 
Bottom’s  Bridges,  AA^hich  was  done  most  effectiAT'ly,  and  after  scA^eral 
conflicts  Avith  the  enemy  they  joined  the  balance  of  the  Fourth  Coit)s 
at  Haxall’s,  on  the  James  RiA^er,  July  1.  Col.  D.  McM.  Gregg,  Avitli  a 
l)ortion  of  his  Eighth  Pennsylvania  CaAmlry,  Avas  also  detached  and 
made  a spirited  reconnaissance  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chickahominy, 
and  rejoined  the  Fourth  Corx)s  by  SAvimming  the  riAxr  at  Long  Bridge 
and  rafting  OA^er  his  arms  on  the  28th. 

On  the  morning  of  June  29  a large  ])ortion  of  a regiment  of  rebel 
cavalry,  ax)p reaching  on  the  NeAV  Market  road,  charged  upon  a part  of 
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the  line  of  Couches  division  with  extraordinary  audacity.  Averell’s 
cavalry  sentinels  in  front  gave  way  judiciously,  leading  the  enemy 
forward  to  within  50  j^ards  of  our  line,  when  a section  of  Cajitain  Mc- 
Carthy's battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Munk,  First  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  opened  with  canister  and  case-shot,  which  being  followed  up 
by  Averell’s  cavalry  and  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Douglierty,  of  Flood’s 
battery.  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  who  commanded  a section  on  the 
right,  damaged  the  assailants  to  the  amount  of  about  80  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  Our  side  lost  not  a man.  This  little  affair  produced  an 
excellent  effect  in  clearing  the  roads,  as  the  contrabands  informed  me 
that  all  the  cavalry  we  did  not  kill  had  run  away  to  Eichmond.  I de- 
sire to  call  iiarticular  attention  to  the  fact  that  Lieutenants  Munk  and 
Dougherty  were  ready  with  their  guns  to  fire  when  the  enemy  appeared. 
Lieutenant  Munk  had  measured  the  ground  in  front  of  his  guns,  and 
was  thus  able  to  cut  his  fuses  to  the  proper  length. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  29  I was  ordered  by  General  McClellan 
to  move  my  whole  force  to  the  Jaines  Eiver,  where  I was  to  communi- 
cate with  the  gunboats,  guard  Turkey  Bridge,  the  mill-pond,  and  stream 
leading  to  the  river.  Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter’s  corps  was  ordered 
to  support  me  in  case  of  attack. 

By  the  assistance  of  scouting  parties  from  the  Eighth  Illinois  and 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  iiersons  belonging  to  the  country  I 
had  learned  all  the  roads  and  paths  to  the  James  Eiver.  I directed 
Colonel  Farnsworth,  with  his  (Eighth)  Eegiment  of  Illinois  Cavalry, 
with  all  the  baggage  and  mule  trains,  to  march  after  dark  by  a road  to 
the  left.  The  whole  of  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  Colonel  Gregg’s 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  I directed  along  an  obscure  road  through 
the  woods,  which  had  been  brought  to  my  knowledge  by  Captain 
Keenan,  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  an  excellent  officer,  and 
as  skillful  as  an  Indian  in  woodcraft.  A i)ortion  of  that  road  had  not 
been  used  for  wheels  in  many  years,  and  old  trees  were  lying  across  it. 
The  cavalry  and  artillery  were  divided  through  the  column,  the  infantry 
of  Couch’s  division  in  advance  and  that  of  Peck’s  division  in  the  rear. 
In  this  way  the  Fourth  Corps  moved  all  night  silently  0 miles  through 
the  woods,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  June  30  it  encamped,  with  all 
its  artillery  and  baggage  in  good  order,  on  the  banks  of  James  Eiver, 
below  Turkey  Bridge,  which  was  strongly  guarded,  without  delay. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  commanding  general  and  other  portions  of 
the  army  the  line  of  defense  on  the  down  river  side  of  the  new  position 
was  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Coriis.  The  enemy  having  attacked  above 
Turkey  Bridge,  I was  ordered  successively  to  detach  the  brigades  of 
infantry  of  Couch’s  division  to  strengthen  our  forces  in  that  direction. 
By  a reference  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Couch  and  his  sub- 
ordinates, and  of  Major  West,  chief  of  artillery,  and  other  artillery 
commanders,  it  will  be  found  that  at  Seven  Pines,  Malvern  Hill,  Bot- 
tom’s Bridge,  Jones’  Bridge,  and  elsewhere  the  troops  of  the  Fourth 
Corps  fouglit  with  the  same  gallantry  with  which  they  have  uniformly 
met  the  enemy  in  this  campaign.  That  corps  has  won  many  advan- 
tages over’ the  enemy  and  has  never  given  an  inch  of  ground  to  equal 
numbers. 

With  the  balance  of  my  command,  embracing  Peck’s  division  of  in- 
fantry, thirty-five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  I 
was  charged  on  the  night  of  July  1 to  form  the  rear  guard  of  the  army 
in  its  movement  down  the  river  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  7 miles  below  Turkey 
Bridge. 
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The  road  along  which  the  army  was  to  move,  running  at  an  average 
distance  of  2.J  miles  from  the  river,  was  bordered  throughout  on  the  left 
with  forest  aiid  on  the  right  by  open  fields,  here  and  there  checkered 
with  woods.  From  the  left  the  enemy  might  approach  by  many  roads 
and  paths  through  the  woods,  and  might  folloAV  on  the  main  road  over 
Turkey  Bridge  uidess  Ave  could  succeed  in  destroying  it. 

To  insure  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  I requested  Colonel  Farns- 
Avorth,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  to  send  me  an  officer  and  a detachment 
of  men  from  his  regiment,  on  whom  I could  rely,  for  that  puri)ose.  He 
sent  Captain  Clark,  with  a party  of  25  axmen,  who  proceeded  to  make, 
in  adAmnce,  the  examinations  and  preparations  necessary  to  secure  the 
l)rompt  demolition  of  the  bridge  the  moment  the  last  of  our  troops 
should  have  crossed.  To  provide  against  a hot  pursuit,  I directed  Major 
West  to  select  an  able  officer  of  artilleiT  to  blow  up  the  bridge  if  it 
should  become  absolutely  necessary  to  destroy  it  in  that  way.  Lieut. 
M.  Eeichenbacher,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  AA^as  the  artillery  officer 
selected.  Lieutenants  Gibson  and  Jackson,  of  my  staff  (the  former  an 
officer  of  General  McClellan’s  staff  and  a A^olunteer  with  me  for  the 
night),  were  directed  to  go  Avith  the  parties  to  the  bridge  and  to  make 
sure  of  its  destruction,  and  bring  me  information.  While  our  troops 
were  passing,  many  large  trees  were  chopped  nearly  through,  and  in 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  tail  of  the  column  had  crossed  the  bridge  had 
disappeared  Avithout  the  use  of  powder,  and  the  road  through  the  jungle 
was  blocked  against  the  possible  passage  of  wheels  or  cavalry  for 
tAventy-four  hours  and  made  hazardous  for  infantry. 

Beside  the  main  road,  upon  which  the  army  was  to  retire  to  Harri- 
son’s Bar,  a road  for  the  accommodation  of  neighbors  starts  from  Hax- 
all’s  immense  field,  below  Turkey  Bridge,  on  Avhich  A^ast  numbers  of 
our  wagons  were  parked,  and  joins  the  main  road  about  4 miles  below 
the  bridge.  Near  my  headquarters  on  the  loAver  edge  of  the  field  this 
road  crosses  a stream,  wooded  on  both  sides,  Avhich  extends  from  the 
main  road  to  the  rh^er.  To  prevent  the  enemy  passing  that  way  to 
attack  our  right  flank  I had  giA^en  permission  to  General  Naglee,  who 
came  to  ask  it,  to  fell  trees  across  the  road  after  he  had  imssed  over 
with  his  brigade  and  several  batteries  of  the  rear  guard. 

As  the  day  began  to  dawn  it  became  eAudent  that  all  the  artillery 
and  Avagons  could  not  pass  along  one  road.  Immense  trains  were  stand- 
ing still,  and  others  were  turning  off  the  main  road,  which  had  become 
blocked,  and  AA^ere  moving  doAvn  tOAvard  my  headquarters.  At  this 
time  the  rain  began  to  fall  briskly,  and  though  I was  not  yet  certain 
of  the  destruction  of  Turkey  Bridge,  I kneAv  the  roads  AA^ould  be  seri- 
ously injured  by  the  rain;  so,  weighing  all  the  chances  and  dangers, 
I concluded  to  save  the  trains  if  possible.  Accordingly  I ordered  as 
many  axmen  as  could  AA^ork  to  clear  aAAmy  the  felled  trees  and  open 
the  road  which  Naglee  had  obstructed.  OA^er  the  road  thus  cleared 
not  less  than  1,000  A^ehicles,  nearly  all  draAvn  by  six  cattle,  passed, 
and  AA^ere  saved  from  the  enemy,  Avho  might  otherAvise  liaA^e  seized 
them  all. 

The  troops  composing  the  rear  guard  were  arranged  as  folloAvs: 
Wessells’  brigade,  Avith  Miller’s  and  one  section  of  McCarthy’s  bat- 
teries, all  under  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Peck,  com- 
manding division,  were  formed  in  line  of  battle,  faced  to  the  rear,  on 
the  hill  overlooking  Ilaxall’s  vast  fiirm  and  in  the  Avoods  across  the 
roads  coming  in  from  the  direction  of  Wliite  Oak  SAA^amp.  Upon  all 
these  roads  cavalry  scouts  were  kept  in  constant  motion.  Half  a mile 
beloAY  Peck’s  position  Colonel  Farnsworth’s  regiment,  the  Eighth  Ilfi- 
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nois  Cavalry,  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  faced  also  to  tlie  rear, 
and  still  a mile  farther  on  Naglee’s  brigade  and  several  batteries  under 
Major  West  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  a ridge.  All 
these  arrangements  were  made  before  daylight,  and  the  extremities  of 
the  lines  of  battle  concealed  in  the  woods  or  by  the  inequalities  of  the 
ground,  so  as  to  confuse  the  enemy  in  regard  to  our  numbers.  The 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Gregg,  was  ordered  to 
accompany  me,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  dictate.  The  columns  of 
infantry  moved  in  the  fields  parallel  to  the  double  line  of  wagons  in 
the  main  road.  The  men  were  kept  in  the  ranks  and  the  ranks  and 
teams  closed  up,  so  that  the  army  never  presented  a more  formidable 
appearance  nor  had  it  before  been  so  much  massed  and  in  so  good  a 
situation  to  repel  an  attack,  which  was  threatened,  but  not  made,  dur- 
ing the  march  of  our  columns. 

As  the  last  of  our  wagons  passed  the  rear  guard  withdrew  to  new 
positions.  Every  straggler  who  could  be  seen  was  sent  forward,  and 
nothing  was  left  behind  except  a small  number  of  wagons  whicli  broke 
down.  No  doubt  some  stragglers  coucealed  in  the  woods  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  eneiu}". 

As  the  day  advanced  the  continuous  deluging  rains  rendered  it  next 
to  impossible  to  get  forward  the  trains  over  Kimminger’s  Creek,  which 
is  the  boundary  of  our  present  camx>.  It  was  found  necessary  to  park 
some  1,200  as  they  came  u}!  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  and  it  was 
not  till  after  dark  of  the  3d  instant  that  by  extraordinary  exertions  the 
last  of  the  wagons  was  brought  over. 

Erigadier-General  Wessells,  Avith  his  brigade,  assisted  by  MillePs 
battery  and  a iiarty  of  Gregg’s  cavalry,  remained  to  guard  the  wagons 
and  to  defend  them  against  the  enemy,  approaching  Avith  cavalry  and 
artillery.  After  firing  a few  shells  the  enemy  left  upon  being  saluted 
Avuth  a feAv  100-pounders  from  the  gunboats. 

I do  not  think  more  vehicles  or  more  public  jiroperty  was  abandoned 
on  the  march  from  Turkey  Bridge  than  Avould  have  been  left  in  the 
same  state  of  the  roads  if  the  army  had  been  moving  toAvard  the  enemy 
instead  of  away  from  him;  and  Avhen  it  is  understood  that  all  the  car- 
riages and  teams  belonging  to  the  army  stretched  out  in  one  line  Avould 
extend  not  far  I'rom  40  miles,  the  energy  and  caution  necessary  for  their 
safe  AvatlidraAval  from  the  presence  of  an  enemy  Auistly  superior  in  num- 
bers Avill  be  ap])reciated. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Couch 
and  Peck,  cojumanding  divisions,  and  of  Major  West,  chief  of  the 
Beserve  Artillery  of  the  Eourth  Corps,  and  of  itheir  subordinates.  To 
these  officers,  especially  to  my  stafi*,  and  to  many  others  I owe  my 
acknoAvledgments  for  their  efficient  co-o])eration  Avith  me  in  the  late 
moA^ements.  In  other  communications  many  gallant  officers  have  been 
reconunended  for  advancement. 

In  the  battles,  labors,  and  exposures  to  which  this  army  has  been 
subject  the  Eourtli  Cor[)S  has  had  its  full  share.  Many  in  that  corps 
have  fallen  while  nobly  and  braA^ely  fighting  for  our  cause.  Their 
names  Avill  be  held  in  honorable  reinembran(*,e.  A leAV,  1 regret  to  say, 
have  sought  to  evade  the  stern  duties  Avhich  this  ciisis  imj)Oses  upon 
CAmry  man  Avho  loves  his  country. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

E.  1).  KEYES, 

Brigadler-Geyienil,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps., 

Brig.  (ten.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Report  of  M a j.  Robert  M.  Chief  of  Artillery^  of  operations  June  28- 

July  2. 

Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  11,  1862. 

I respectfully  present  herewilli  a report  of  uiy  movements  during  the 
change  of  base  from  York  to  James  Eiver. 

Miller’s  and  Brady’s  Pennsylvania  batteries  and  Fitch’s  Eighth  Inde- 
pendent New  York  Artillery  having  been  iireviously  detached  from 
my  command  to  the  assistance  of  General  Peck  in  guarding  the  Ohick- 
ahominy  Elver  and  White  Oak  Swamp,  I moved  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  of  June  at  2 o’clock  with  McKnight’s  battery,  M,  Fifth  U.  S. 
Artillery,  and  General  Couch’s  division  of  artillery,  consisting  of 
Flood’s  and  McCarthy’s  Pennsylvania  batteries,  to  General  Peck’s 
division  camp,  whence,  after  halting  one  hour,  I proceeded  with  the 
three  batteries  referred  to,  supported  by  General  Palmer’s  brigade,  of 
Couch’s  division,  to  the  junction  of  the  Charles  City,  James  Eiver,  and 
New  Market  roads,  arriving  at  that  point  about  11  a.  m.  General 
Palmer  and  General  Woodbury,  of  the  Engineers,  having  designated 
the  i)osition  the  artillery  should  occupy,  I i)roceeded  to  post  it  accord- 
ingly as  follows  : One  section  of  Flood’s  battery,  pointing  toward  Eich- 
mond,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  near  the  blacksmith’s  shop.  The  other 
section  of  Flood’s,  on  the  New  Market,  advanced  from  the  junction 
about  300  yards,  Lieuts.  Alichael  Hall  and  Edward  Douglierty  com- 
manding these  sections  respectively.  One  section  of  McCarthy’s  bat- 
tery, under  command  of  Lieut.  William  Munk,  was  posted  near  to  and 
c.ominanding  the  Janies  Elver  road,  advanced  sufficiently  to  co-operate 
with  Lieutenant  Dougherty’s  section  on  the  New  Market  road.  Six 
pieces  were  in  all  thus  posted  and  iiroperly  masked. 

I had  in  reserve  McKnight’s  six  guns  and  McCarthy’s  remaining 
piece  (McCarthy  lias  but  three  guns).  The  three  sections  in  position 
were  su])ported  by  as  many  regiments  of  infantry  from  General  Pal- 
mer’s brigade,  of  Couch’s  division,  and  three  companies  from  Colonel 
Averell’s  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Ample  sujiports  of  both  arms 
were  within  easy  supporting  distance. 

On  the  28th  all  Avas  quiet.  On  the  20th,  at  10  a.  m.,  a strong  column 
of  rebel  cavalry  charged  along  the  James  Eiver  road,  driving  in  and 
folloAving  Avith  furious  yells  our  adAninced  caAmlry  pickets  and  their 
supports.  Lieutenant  Munk,  commanding  a section  on  this  road, 
allowed  the  rebels  to  adATince  to  Avithin  50  yards  of  his  masked  iiieces, 
when  he  opened  fire  Avith  deadly  effect.  The  enemy’s  column  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  retreated,  folloAved  by  a column  of  caAmlry 
from  Colonel  AA^erell’s  regiment.  Many  of  the  enemy  AA^ere  killed  and 
many  more  AA^ounded — among  the  latter  the  leader,  a major  of  cavalry, 
Avhom  I saw  AVTithing  in  agony  Avith  a Avound  Avhich  our  surgeons  pro- 
nounced fatal.  Horses  AA’ere  disabled  and  trappings  Avere  abandoned, 
streAvn  along  the  road  in  much  confusion.  Dougherty’s  section  parti- 
cipated, firing  some  eiglit  shots.  No  further  demonstration  Avas  made 
on  this  (lay. 

At  4 p.  m.  I started  the  column  of  three  batteries  toAvard  James 
El  AW,  marching  Avith  General  Couch’s  division  by  an  unfrequented 
road.  At  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  our  column  debouched 
upon  the  plain  in  front  of  Haxall’s  Landing,  in  sight  of  James  Eiver. 
Miller’s  and  Brady’s  batteries  joined  from  the  Chickahominy  and  re- 
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ported  for  duty.  I was  also  joined  by  Lieiitenaut  Elder  with  his  bat- 
tery, K,  First  Artillery. 

When  the  battle  of  June  30  commenced,  at  about  1 p.  m.,  I assumed 
command  of  all  the  artillery  in  the  corps  (nine  batteries),  and  i)laced 
it  in  battery  covering  the  dehouches^  and  about  1,000  yards  distant  from 
the  woods  skirting  the  Richmond  road,  General  Palmer’s  brigade  being 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  my  left.  This  disposition  was  only  tem- 
porary, for  about  2.30  p.  m.  I was  ordered  by  the  corps  commander  to 
form  a line  of  battle  in  a large  wheat  held  perpendicular  to  the  river, 
with  the  right  resting  on  the  edge  of  a woods  which  skirted  the  held 
running  jmrallel  with  the  river.  In  this  line  I placed  half  of  the  artil- 
lery, forming  a reserve  line  i)arallel  to  the  hrst  and  about  1,000  yards 
retired  with  the  other  half.  I had  ten  batteries;  hve  in  position  (viz  : 
Flood’s,  Brady’s,  McCarthy’s,  and  Miller’s  Pennsylvania,  and  McKnight’s 
battery,  M,  Fifth  Regular),  covering  the  woods,  beyond  which  the  light 
was  raging;  and  hve  batteries  in  reserve,  viz:  Regan’s,  Fitch’s,  and 
Mink’s  IS'ew  York  (the  latter  three  gnns),  of  Peck’s  division,  and 
Elder’s  regular  battery;  also  Battery  G,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Morgan;  which  last-named  battery  reported  at 
about  4.30  p.  m.,  whence  I know  not.  There  were  twenty-one  guns  in 
position  and  twenty-three  in  reserve.  Thus  matters  remained  until 
about  11  a.  m.  on  the  following  day,  Jnly  1,  1862,  when  the  general 
commanding  the  corjis,  becoming  satished  that  the  enemy  was  working 
around  toward  the  right  flank,  gave  minute  instructions  for  a change 
of  front  of  the  artillery,  for  the  better  i)rotection  of  that  hank.  The 
general’s  instructions  were  all  faithfully  executed.  Timbers  were 
slashed  and  gnns  posted,  covering  all  the  approaches  to  onr  position, 
to  do  which  required  all  the  artillery  in  the  corps.  At  about  1 p.  m. 
Morgan’s  regular  battery  was  taken  away  by  order  of  General  McClel- 
lan, and  an  hour  later  Elder’s  regular  battery  was  taken  away  by  the 
same  authority. 

About  5 p.  m.  Miller’s  battery  was  sent  for  by  General  McClellan  to 
take  ]mst  in  a small  gap  between  Peck’s  and  Slocum’s  divisions.  I 
])osted  the  battery  myself  in  the  position  indicated  by  General  McClel- 
lan’s aide. 

Night  set  in  without  an  attack.  At  1 a.  m.,  July  2, 1862, 1 was  called 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  commander,  and  received  directions 
for  my  guidance  while  manenvering  the  artillery  in  the  morning  for  the 
protection  of  the  rear  of  the  army,  which  directions  were  adhered  to 
during  the  movements  which  followed ; Miller’s  Pennsylvania  battery 
being  the  last  battery  of  this  army  to  enter  its  ])resent  line.  My  com- 
mand all  arrived  safelj^  without  loss. 

I inclose  with  this  brief  reports  of  all  the  commanders  who  acted  in 
an  independent  capacity  during  the  whole  movement. 

1 beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  authority  to  those  re- 
ports and  to  the  indorsements  which  I have  made  in  each  case.  I also 
desire  to  notice  the  excellent  bearing  and  valuable  services  of  Princi- 
l)al  Musician  Robert  Hargreaves,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  whose 
]>rompt  and  intelligent  conveyance  of  my  orders  contributed  greatly  to 
the  harmonious  movement  of  the  large  mass  of  artillery  temporarily 
under  my  command.  He  is  qualified  for  a better  position.  The  officers 
and  men  were  cheerful  throughout  the  entire  movement,  always  cheer- 
fully doing  what  was  required  of  them;  and  having  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  their  leaders,  always  determined  to  believe  that  the  movement 
was  what  it  really  was — a strategic  movement  and  not  a retreat. . Indi- 
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vidnal  cases  of  merit  are  embraced  in  tbe  separate  reports.  It  is  felt 
that  tliey  will  be  rewarded. 

I have  tlie  honor  to  be,  cai>tain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

EOB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major ^ Fennsijlvania  Artillery , Comdg.  Artillery^  Fourth  Corps. 

Capt.  0.  0.  SUYDAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


m.  80. 

Report  of  Capt.  Theodore  Alillerj  Battery  F,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Ar- 
tillery^ of  the  defense  of  Bottonds  Bridge^  June  25-29. 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  Ya., 

July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : In  accordance  witli  yonr  communication  of  tliis  date,  directing 
me  to  forward  a report  of  my  oiierations  wliile  guarding  the  Chicka- 
liominy,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following: 

On  the  evening  of  the  25tli  of  June  I received  orders  from  the  chief 
of  artillery  of  the  Eourth  Army  Corps  to  proceed  immediately  to  Bot- 
toiifs  Bridge  and  reiiort  for  orders  to  Brigadier-General  ISTaglee.  At 
8.30  p.  m.  I started  from  camp  near  Seven  Pines,  and  arrived  near  Bot- 
tom’s Bridge  at  about  10  ]>.  m.  I reported  at  once  in  ])erson  to  General 
Naglee,  who  directed  me  to  place  three  pieces  of  my  battery  guarding 
Bottom’s  Bridge  and  one  on  the  railroad  guarding  the  railroad  bridge. 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th  working  parties  were  sent  to  throw  np  a 
breastwork  close  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  at  Bottom’s 
Bridge,  which  was  completed  at  about  5 o’clock  p.  m.,  and  the  three 
])ieces  of  my  battery  were  placed  in  i^osition. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  Light  ComiDanj^  G,  Eonrth  Artillery, 
and  Brady’s  battery  (II),  of  the  First  Pennsjdvania  Artillery,  had 
arrived,  and  one  gun  of  the  former  (light  12-pounder)  and  two  guns  of 
the  latter  (10-pouuder  Parrotts)  battery  were  added  to  my  three  at 
Bottom’s  Bridge,  making  in  all  six  guns  (four  light  12-pounders  and 
two  lO-pounder  Parrotts),  while  the  remaining  two  of  Brad^^’s  battery, 
joining  Lieutenant  Wildey  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  Light  Comx)auy 
G,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Morgan,  Fourth  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army, 
took  position  about  700  yards  to  the  rear  and  left  of  my  battery  on 
elevated  ground. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  about  10  o’clock,  small  iiarties  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  at  a distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  at  about  2 o’clock  p.  m.  our  jnckets  reported  a column  of  the 
enemy’s  infantry,  a squadron  of  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  in 
sight,  and  taking  i)osition  about  2,000  yards  in  front  and  to  the  left  of 
Bottom’s  Bridge,  close  to  the  banks  of  the  railroad.  This  report  proved 
to  be  correct,  for  at  about  2.30  o’clock  their  artillery  could  be  seen,  and 
a report  reached  me  from  the  railroad  bridge  that  the  enemy  was  throw- 
ing up  breastworks.  I then  prepared  for  action.  The  guns  were  care- 
fully aimed,  and  I directed  the  Parrotts  to  load  with  shell  and  the  12- 
pouuders  solid  shot,  should  the  order  To  load”  be  given  j for  my 
instructions  were  not  to  fire  exceid  fired  on. 

At  about  4 o’clock  the  enemy  opened  fire,  the  shell  striking  about  20 
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yards  in  rear  of  my  right  piece,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  an- 
other, which  struck  some  50  yards  to  the  right  of  the  first,  neither  of 
which  exploded.  I replied  at  once  with  my  10-pounder  Parrott.  The 
shell  exploded  immediately  over  the  enemy’s  artillery.  A light  12- 
pounder  fired  next  and  with  good  effect.  The  others  all  followed  in 
succession  and  did  well.  (I  would  here  remark  that  the  light  12-ponnder 
gnu  carried  solid  shot  1,800  yards  with  ease  and  accnracj^ ; none  fell 
short.)  The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  had  fired  four  more  shell,  two 
exploding,  hut  doing  no  damage  whatever,  and  all  with  too  high  an 
elevation.  The  pieces  at  the  railroad  bridge  also  oi)ened  fire  on  the 
enemy  and  I think  did  good  execution.  After  firing  six  more  rounds, 
the  enemy  making  no  reply,  I ceased  firing,  and  shortly  after  our  x^ickets 
reported  the  enemy  retiring.  During  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the 
following  night  everything  remained  quiet. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  about  5 o’clock,  I received  orders  from 
General  IsTaglee  to  “withdraw  one  of  my  jiieces  and  send  it  to  the  rear 
on  the  road  to  White  Oak  Swamx) ; another  i^iece  to  follow  in  about 
half  an  hour,  and  so  on  till  further  orders.”  This  was  done,  and  at  7.30 
o’clock  j).  m.  the  last  xffece  left  the  breastwork  at  Bottom’s  Bridge; 
Comx^any  G,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  the  three  x^ieces  at  the  railroad 
bridge,  under  Cax^tain  Brady,  having  left  some  time  before  this.  On 
the  morning  of  the  30th  of  June  about  10  o’clock  I reported  in  x^erson 
to  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corx:>s  at  camx)  near  City 
Point  Landing,  Ya. 

The  behavior  of  the  men  was  sxfiendid  ; nor  can  I sx)eak  too  highly 
of  Lieutenants  Wildey  and  Fagan.  The  former  guarded  for  thirty-six 
hours  with  one  piece  the  railroad  bridge  before  he  was  joined  by  two 
X')ieces  of  Battery  H,  and  Lieutenant  Fagan  with  the  other  section  of 
that  battery  was  the  whole  time  under  my  immediate  observation,  and 
displayed  his  usual  cool  and  brave  qualities.  Lieutenant  Benson  joined 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  and  assisted  ably,  having  charge  of  the 
last  x)iece  of  my  battery,  sex)arate  from  the  command,  till  it  arrived  at 
camp  near  City  Point  Landing,  Ya. 

lam,  sir,  very  resx:)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  MILLER, 

Captain^  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery^  Comdg.  Battery  E. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  12,  1862. 

Captain  Miller’s  mention  of  Lieutenants  Wildey,  Fagan,  and  Benson 
is  well  merited.  These  officers,  having  each  a small  separate  command, 
faithfully  toiled  through  the  route  (which  was  much  obstructed)  with 
loss  of  food  and  rest,  arriving  in  time  and  in  order  to  render  service, 
should  any  be  needed  of  them,  in  the  fight  of  June  30  and  July  1.  It 
is  not  so  much  for  what  these  oflicers  liave  done  as  for  what  I know 
they  would  do  that  attention  is  called  to  their  names.  Either  one  of 
them  would  fire  a magazine  and  with  it  be  blown  to  atoms,  if  such  a 
sacrifice  were  necessary  in  the  service  of  the  country. 

What  Caxitain  Miller  says  of  others  may  be  equally  well  said  of 
himself. 

ROB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major j Pennsylvania  Artillery ^ Commanding, 
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Report  of  Gapt.  James  Brady ^ Battery  R,  First  Pennsylvania  lAylit 

Artillery^  of  the  defense  of  Bottom^  Bridge  and  the  Railroad  Bridge 

over  the  Chichahominy^  Jane  27-29. 

IIdqrs.  Light  Battery  H,  First  Pa.  Ees.  Art., 

Camp  Harrison^  July  11,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a report  of  the  ox^erations  of  my 
battery  whilst  guarding  the  Chickahominy  during  the  retirement  of  the 
right  wing  to  the  west  bank  of  the  stream  and  change  of  base  of  the 
Grand  Army : 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo,  orders  were  received 
from  Major  West  to  proceed  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  report  to  General 
Naglee,  which  were  obeyed.  Keporting  in  i)erson,  I received  orders  to 
l^ost  one  section  of  my  battery  adjoining  and  covering  the  bridge,  and 
the  other  section  at  the  railroad  bridge,  about  a half  mile  uj)  the  stream, 
and  to  hold  these  points  at  all  hazards,  which  was  obeyed.  Lieutenant 
Fagan  was  left  in  command  of  the  section  at  Bottom’s  Bridge.  The 
other  section,  at  the  railroad  bridge,  under  my  immediate  command, 
had  one  gun  posted  on  the  embankment  behind  a small  curtain  hastily 
thrown  up.  The  second  gun  was  placed  in  a redoubt  on  an  elevated 
knoll  covering  the  surrounding  swami^s,  the  bridge,  and  the  position 
on  the  track. 

Thus  posted,  at  daylight  on  Saturday  morning  signs  of  the  enemy’s 
approach  became  apparent  from  the  concourse  of  stragglers  and  wounded 
soldiers  that  came  over  the  bridge.  Orders  were  received  from  General 
Naglee  to  prepare  for  firing  the  bridge.  The  burning  of  Dispatch 
Station  now  gave  evidence  of  the  enemy’s  presence.  The  orders  were 
obeyed,  and  the  bridge  was  wrapt  in  flames  almost  simultaneously  with 
the  enemy’s  appearance  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank,  preparing  to  feel 
our  strength  by  opening  with  a battery  from  an  eminence  supxiorted 
by  cavalry.  Soon  Mr.  Fagan,  at  Bottom’s  Bridge,  responded  to  the 
challenge,  and  })resently  the  guns  of  my  section  at  the  railroad  bridge, 
getting  the  enemy’s  range,  joined  issue.  In  a few  minutes  the  enemy 
withdrew,  declining  to  renew  the  contest,  although  the  challenge  was 
repeated  by  throwing  the  iron  gauntlet  into  their  camps. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  signal  was  given  to  clear  the  track, 
as  the  train,  loaded  with  ammunition,  had  been  fired,  and  was  about 
being  run  into  the  Chickahominy.  The  burning  train,  rushing  over 
the  bridge,  exploded  on  reaching  the  creek,  throwing  fragments  thou- 
sands of  feet  high. 

Retiring  with  the  infantry  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  that  evening  Gen.  Nag- 
lee  ordered  the  battery  to  join  the  corps,  which  was  obeyed,  reporting 
to  onr  chief,  Maj.  R.  M.  West,  the  following  morning,  ready  for  service. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  BRADY, 

Captain^  First  Pennsylvania  Res.  Arty.,  Comdg.  Battery. 

Adjt.  Joseph  Benson. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  of  Arty.,  Fourth  Corps,  July  12, 1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  Brady  iierformed  his  arduous  march  well,  reporting  to  mo 
with  his  battery  in  excellent  fighting  trim. 

ROB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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NTo.  82. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Valentine  S.  Stone.,  Battery  ]\f  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery.,  of 
the  defense  of  Jones’’  Bridge,  June  29-30. 

Hdqes.  Aetilleey  Eeseeve,  General  Keyes^  Corps, 

July  11,  18C)2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June,  1862,  I was  ordered  with  the 
section  under  my  command  to  guard  Jones’  Bridge,  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  Took  up  position  at  the  bridge  at  6 p.  m.  same  day.  June 
30, 11  a.  m.  the  rebels  appeared  on  the  opposite  side.  At  1 p.  m.  they 
opened  fire  with  eight  guns.  I was  under  fire  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time  until  6 ii.  m.  For  two  hours  of  the  time  I had  their  guns 
completely  silenced.  They  succeeded  in  crossing  2 miles  with  cavalry 
and  infantry.  I then  retired  to  join  the  army,  marching  all  night  to 
do  so.  My  riding  horse  was  killed  with  a shell.  No  men  killed  in 
my  command.  One  of  the  cavalry  killed.  Considerable  loss  on  the 
enemy’s  side. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

VAL.  II.  STONE, 

First  Ijieutenantj  Fifth  Artillery. 

Joseph  Benson, 

Second  lAeut.  and  Adjutant,  Arty.  Reserve,  Gen.  KeyeF  Corps. 


[ludorsement.] 

' Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  12,  1862. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

This  young  officer,  with  new  horses  and  men  that  had  never  been 
tried,  performed  exceedingly  well,  considering. 

EOB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Commanding. 


No.  83. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  of  operations  June  2^- July  1,  including  shirmish  on  James 
River  Road,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Rill. 

Headquarters  Couch’s  Division, 
Rarrisoii’s  Landing,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  in  reference  to  my  division  : 

On  the  morning  of  June  25  I had  orders  from  Ceneral  Keyes  to  move 
forward  two  brigades  to  support  Hooker,  who  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  beyond  Seven  Fines.  Palmer’s  and  Howe’s  were  pushed  forward 
and  held  in  reserve  until  about  2.30  x).  m.,  when  the  former  was  ordered 
ui)  by  Ceneral  McClellan  to  report  to  Ceneral  Heintzelmau.  It  was 
moved  into  the  woods  in  front,  where  Hooker  had  been  engaged,  I ac- 
comxianying  the  brigade  rather  as  a volunteer,  seeing  that  it  was  taken 
from  under  my  command.  It  was  deployed  in  the  woods  under  Palmer, 
and  lay  there  until  next  day.  During  the  afternoon  it  was  a good 
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(leal  exposed  to  fire  from  some  of  the  enemy’s  rifled  guns  and  at  niglit 
to  a heavy  fire  of  musketry.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  as 
follows : Commissioned  officers — killed,  1 ; wounded,  4.  Enlisted  men — 
killed,  7 ; wounded,  41. 

On  the  27th,  at  near  night,  Palmer’s  brigade,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Seventh  Massachusetts,  which  was  moved  down  toward  the  White 
Oak  Swamp,  was  ordered  to  the  Chickahominy,  to  support  our  troops 
I'alling  back  to  the  right  bank  of  the  stream.  Abercrombi(fs  brigade 
was  ordered  to  Golding’s  Hill  to  support  Smith.  These  brigades  were 
recalled  the  same  night,  and  at  12.30  o’clock  that  night  I was  directed 
to  fall  back  with  my  whole  division  and  cross  White  Oak  Bridge. 
Crossing  that  bridge,  I was  ordered  by  General  Keyes  to  take  position 
at  the  junction  of  the  James  River,  Kew  Market,  and  Charles  City 
roads.  This  important  post  was  occupied  by  my  (livision : Peck  with 
a part  of  his  small  division  occupying  ground  to  my  right  and  left. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June  some  of  our  cavalry  (ui  the 
James  River  road  were  driven  in  by  a battalion  of  Korth  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, who  charged  clear  into  my  lines,  whicli  were  so  masked  as  not  to  be 
seen.  Two  guns  and  a few  rifle-shot  broke  them  comi)letely  up  in  a 
few  minutes,  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing  80  to  100  of  them,  with 
no  loss  to  the  division. 

In  tlie  course  of  the  morning  Sykes’  brigade  crossed  the  swamp  and 
formed  on  my  right  and  many  other  troops  in  the  course  of  the  day 
came  up.  That  night  uiy  division  formed  the  advance  of  the  corj)s, 
making  a night  march  to  Haxall’s,  below  Turkey  Bridge,  on  James 
River.  It  was  accomi)lished  by  sunrise,  being  one  of  the  most  fatigu- 
ing marches  imaginable,  but  it  was  borne  by  all  without  a murmur. 
The  Second  Rhode  Island  and  Seventh  Massachusetts  were  ordered  for- 
ward to  Turkey  Bridge,  and  at  noon  the  30th  instant  Abercrombi(fs 
brigade  in  the  same  direction. 

At  between  3 and  4 ]).  m.  I was  dire(ded  by  General  McClellan  to 
move  toward  Malvern  Hill,  and  attacflv  the  enemy  in  flank  should  they 
succeed  in  forcing  our  lines  on  the  hill.  They  did  not,  and  I moved 
forward  and  took  a strong  position  for  the  night,  but  at  dark  had  orders 
to  ])us]i  forward  to  Sumner’s  support,  who  ludd  the  junction  of  the 
roads  occupied  by  my  division  two  days  before. 

At  2 o’clock  that  night,  tTuly  1,  I8(>2,  Sumner  marched  to  Malvern 
Hill,  my  division  of  two  brigades  in  the  advance,  he  directing  me  to 
take  i)ost  where  the  division  was  the  night  before.  Arriving  at  day- 
light, we  began  getting  into  the  position  we  held  the  day  of  our  glori- 
ous victory  of  Malvern  Hill,  for  an  account  of  which  I beg  to  refer  you  to 
a coi)y  of  my  re])ort  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a copy  of  that  rei)ort. 

I am,  captain,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  COUCH, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 

Capt.  C.  C.  SiTYDAM, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Fourth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Couch’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Ilarrison^s  Landing,  Va.,  July  5,  1862. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  2 o’clock  a.  m.  July  1, 
current.  General  Sumner,  to  whose  supiiort  I had  marched  with  two 
brigades  the  night  iirevious,  gave  me  orders  to  return  to  the  i)osition 
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occupied  the  evening  before  on  Malvern  Hill.  These  brigades  were 
posted  on  the  right  of  the  James  Eiver  road,  looking  westward.  The 
other  brigade  of  the  division — Abercrombie’s — lay  a few  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear.  The  Seventh  Massachusetts  and  Second  Khode  Island 
being  on  detached  service  much  weakened  the  command.  Part  of 
Porter’s  corps  was  to  my  left  across  the  road,  including  two  batteries. 
Kingsbury’s  splendid  battery  (formerly  Griffin’s)  was  on  my  left  front : 
Palmer’s  brigade  in  a strong  wooded  ravine  a little  to  the  right  of  the 
battery,  and  running  to  the  front  200  yards.  One  of  Howe’s  regiments, 
Sixty-second  Kew  York,  was  strongly  loosted  in  a peach  orchard  to  the 
rear  and  between  the  battery  and  Palmer.  To  the  right  of  Palmer 
was  an  oat  held,  sloping  to  the  front  and  skirted  on  the  right  by  a 
tangled  marsh  and  wooded  bank. 

This  was  my  right  and  held  by  General  Howe.  In  the  course  of 
the  morning  he  was  re-enforced  by  part  of  Abercrombie’s  command, 
and  the  balance  occupied  the  ground  with  Palmer.  My  own  artillery 
being  several  miles  to  the  rear.  General  Heintzelman  sent  me  a battery 
for  my  right,  but  afterward  withdrew  it,  to  place  it,  probably,  on  his 
own  front.  lv>  my  right  lay  Kearny,  who  during  the  day  advanced  two 
regiments  of  Robinson’s  brigade  to  sustain  Howe  in  case  of  need.  The 
ground  in  front  of  me  Avas  open  to  within  100  to  500  yards  from  right 
to  left.  Across  the  road  in  front  of  Griffin  the  country  was  open  for 
three-fourths  of  a mile,  making  it  very  favorable  for  our  artillerj". 

General  JMcGlellan  rode  over  the  ground  in  the  morning  with  the 
engineer  officers,  and  designated  the  ground  different  corps  were  to 
occupy.  General  Porter  also  rode  up  about  the  same  time.  By  8 
o’clock  a.  m.  there  were  signs  of  the  rebels  in  front,  and  at  9 o’clock 
Berdan’s  Sharpshooters  Avere  driven  in.  The  rebels  were  driA^en  off' 
by  artillery  alone.  From  this  time  until  about  1 p.  m.  the  contest  was 
on  both  sides  in  the  hands  of  the  artillerists;  then  they  pushed  for- 
ward a column  to  carry  the  left  of  the  line  held  by  Griffin.  They  were 
driA^en  back  disorganized  and  cut  up  by  our  artillery  alone.  Their 
batteries  played  u])on  us  without  intermission,  but  owing  to  the  care 
used  in  masking  the  men  our  loss  from  it  Avas  not  serious,  with  the 
exception  of  a battery  to  the  right,  that  enfdaded  my  position. 

About  3 p.  m.  a brigade  broke  through  the  opening  of  the  woods  in 
front  of  Palmer  and  Abercrombie,  but  Kingsbury’s  battery,  together 
with  the  steady  lire  of  the  Tenth  Alassachusetts  and  a charge  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  Kew  York,  droA'e  them  back  in  confusion,  the  latter  regi- 
ment capturing  the  colors  of  the  Fourteenth  Rorth  Garolina  in  hand 
conflicts.  This  movement  of  the  rebels  was  a rash  one  or  a ruse  to 
draw  our  troops  on  to  disadvantageous  ground — undoubtedly  the 
latter — and  it  did  not  succeed.  The  enemy  were  now  massing  large 
columns  on  our  front. 

At  about  4.30  p.  m.,  after  an  incessant  cannonade,  they  boldly  imshed 
forAvard  a large  column  from  their  right  in  the  open  field  to  carry  Grif- 
fin’s position.  The  fire  of  the  three  batteries  was  concentrated  upon 
them.  Kingsbury’s  battery,  haAing  been  AvithdraAvn  for  ammunition, 
Avas  relieved  l)y  three  guns  of  battery  G,  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  and 
tA\m  guns  (Allen’s,  Fifth  Massachusetts),  under  Captain  Weeden.  The 
atta(iking  column  kept  on,  continuallj^  re-enforced,  until  within  range  of 
Griffin’s  Rifles,  Avhen  it  Avas  stopi^ed  and  formed  line. 

From  this  time  until  8 ]a.  m.  there  Avas  enacted  one  of  the  sublimest 
sights  ever  presented  in  war,  resulting  in  a glorious  victory  to  our 
arms. 
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The  action  now  being  general,  I assumed  command  of  the  whole  line 
for  the  time ; ordered  up  the  reserves  on  the  left ; placed  in  position 
regiments  falling  back,  and  halted  those  bravely  moving  forward, 
many  of  the  regiments  having  already  masked  the  lire  of  our  artillery. 
Upon  seeing  the  advance  on  the  left  Abercrombie  and  Palmer  pushed 
forward  their  brigades  in  front  of  the  artillery,  in  order  to  drive  back 
the  foe.  The  enemy  continually  re-enforced  their  column  of  attack  be- 
sides advancing  heavy  reserves  in  support.  Abercrombie  and  Palmer 
became  engaged  to  their  left  and  right.  General  Caldwell,  of  Kichard- 
son’s  division,  having  been  sent  to  my  support  by  General  Sumner,  now 
went  into  action,  joining  my  brave  division,  liercely  engaged.  The  enemy 
were  making  desperate  efforts  to  drive  in  my  right.  General  Heint- 
zelman  sent  me  Seeley’s  battery,  which,  under  De  Pussy,  chief  of  his 
artillery,  and  with  the  advice  of  General  Howe,  was  established  on 
the  ground  held  by  this  latter  officer.  It  did  its  duty  well. 

General  Porter  came  upon  the  ground  about  6 p.  m.  Later  General 
Sickles,  of  Hooker’s  division,  reported  to  me  with  three  regiments, 
leading  his  men  directly  into  action,  relieving  some  of  my  division 
whose  ammunition  was  expended.  At  about  7 p.  m.  General  Meagher, 
with  his  brigade,  reported  to  me  from  General  Sumner,  and  was  posted 
on  the  left  of  Griffin’s  batteries. 

Night  closed  upon  us  still  fighting,  the  opposing  forces  only  known 
by  their  lines  of  fire,  that  of  the  rebels  gradually  slackening  until  8.30 
p.  m.,  after  which  an  occasional  cannon-shot  from  our  batteries  only 
broke  the  stillness  that  pervaded  this  bloodj^  field.  Thus  ended  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  caused  great  carnage  and  demoralization 
among  the  best  divisions  of  the  euemjy  with  comparatively  small  loss 
on  our  side. 

Generals  Abercrombie  and  Palmer  formed  a line  with  their  brigades 
that  not  a private  retreated  from.  General  Howe,  on  the  right,  held 
his  position  and  drove  the  enemy  back.  Your  attention  is  particularly 
called  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  accompanying;  also  to  the  reports 
of  Generals  Caldwell,  Sickles,  and  Meagher,  for  which  I refer  you  to 
their  division  commanders  and  to  those  of  the  artillery  officers  from  re- 
ports to  their  respective  chiefs.  This  arm  did  brilliant  service.  It 
could  not  have  been  excelled. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  General  Sumner  for  his  prompt  assistance  and 
anticipation  of  my  wants ; also  to  General  Heintzelman.  General 
Kearny  rode  over  my  lines  during  the  morning,  and  I am  indebted  to 
him  for  some  valuable  information  as  regards  dispositions. 

Capt.  D.  F.  Parker,  division  quartermaster,  joined  me  on  the  field; 
also  Lieutenant  Eccleston,  provost-marshal.  Brave  and  collected,  these 
gentlemen  were  always  ready  to  go  where  the  fight  was  thickest.  They 
have  my  thanks  and  admiration  for  their  conduct.  Lieutenant  Smith, 
Eightli  Illinois  Cavalry,  did  me  excellent  service.  Captain  Walker,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general  of  my  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Bnrt,  aide-de-cam]), 
were  near  me  to  take  my  orders  and  anticipate  my  wishes  on  the  field. 

Having  received  orders  from  General  McClellan  to  fall  back,  my 
troops  were  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  field.  Captain  Benson,  who 
had  relieved  the  Massachusetts  and  Bhode  Island  batteries  after  dark, 
left  one  section  of  his  artillery.  General  Sickles,  who  was  very  active 
on  the  field  at  this  time,  drew  oft  the  rear  in  admirable  order.  His  bri- 
gade was  the  last  to  leave.  This  was  at  midnight. 

From  some  prisoners  we  learned  that  the  enemy  were  falling  back, 
expecting  to  be  attacked  in  the  morning.  Both  armies  retreated  j the 


Chap.  XXIIL]  SEVEN-DAYS’  BATTLES.  205 

one  because  it  was  beaten,  tbe  other  because  it  was  a i)art  of  the  plans 
of  our  general. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servaut, 

D.  K COUCH, 

Bri(j.  Gen.^  Commanding  First  Division^  Fourth  Corps. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  A.  A.  U.,  Ildiprs.  Army  of  the  Fotomac. 


Ko.  84. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  Munlc.,  Battery  C,  First  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  of  skirmish  of  June  20  on  the  James  River  Road. 

Pennsylvania  Light  Aiitillery, 

Camp  near  Rarrisonh  Landing,  July  10,  1862. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  orders  calling  for  a report  of  my  operations 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  June  I will  state  that  on  June  28  I 
took  post  on  the  James  Eiver  road  b^^  your  directions  in  such  position 
that  my  guns  would  defilade  the  James  Eiver  road  should  an  enemy 
ai)pear  from  that  direction.  After  placing  my  guns  in  position  and 
maskiug  them,  the  Second  Ehode  Island,  Colonel  Wheaton,  and  the 
Seventh  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Eussell,  Avith  one  comi)any  of  the  Third 
Pennsyhuinia  CaA^aliy,  came  ui)  as  my  support  on  my  right  and  left. 
We  remained  here  all  night. 

Next  morning  at  about  10  o’clock  the  enemy’s  caAmlry  appeared  in 
force  in  full  charge,  driving  in  our  A^edettes.  I opened  fire  first  AAdth 
case-shot,  at  a distance  Avhich  I had  previously  carefully  measured,  and 
afterward  Avith  canister.  My  first  discharge  staggered  them,  and  my 
second  droA^e  them  pell-mell  in  retreat,  Captain  Walsh,  of  Averell’s  Third 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  following  quickly  in  pursuit  Avith  all  the  avail- 
able cavalry  at  hand,  amounting,  I think,  to  about  one  squadron  and  a 
half.  More  caAmlry  soon  folloAved,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  sight. 

The  sur])rise  Avas  complete.  The  leader  of  the  enemy  was  mortally 
wounded.  Numbers  of  them  (the  enemy)  AA^ere  unhorsed,  and  subse- 
(jiiently  captured  by  our  i)ursuing  cavalry.  Trappings  Avere  lying  in 
profusion  along  the  road  immediately  after  the  pursuit  commenced, 
showing  their  loss  to  have  been  heavy  compared  Avith  the  numbers 
they  had. 

1 tliiuk  the  aggregate  of  men  killed,  Avounded,  and  captured  would 
i-each  80,  and  the  number  of  horses  cai)tured  or  disabled  20.  I sustained 
no  loss. 

The  section  of  Flood’s  battery  on  my  right  contributed  some  to  the 
gyiieral  result.  My  men  Avere  firm  and  true,  Avhile  the  enemy  came 
wsuddenly  upon  them  Avith  disheartening  yells. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MUNK, 

First  LAeutenant,  Battery  C,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 

Maj.  E.  M.  West,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps  WArmee. 

[Indorsement.  J 

Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  12,  1862. 

Tlie  success  of  this  surprise  is  due  not  so  much  to  the  plan  as  to  its 
cool,  deliberate  execution.  Lieutenant  Munk  himself,  Avith  primer  in- 
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serted  and  lanyard  in  hand,  awaited  the  coining  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ing tlie  first  fire  in  the  nick  of  time.  To  the  subsequent  quick  loading 
and  firing  by  the  cannoneers  may  be  attributed  the  great  amount  of 
destruction.  The  whole  affair  was  over  in  less  than  five  minutes.  One 
section  of  rilled  artillery  could  not  have  done  better. 

Very  respectfully, 

EOB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major j Commanding. 


E-o.  85. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Martin  Reielienhaeher^  Battery  0,  First  Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery^  of  the  destruction  of  Turhey  Bridge. 

Light  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  11,  18G2. 

Sir  : I respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  destruction  of  Turkey 
Bridge  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1802  : 

Being  ordered  by  the  general  commanding  the  Fourth  Corps  to  take 
means  and  jiroceed  to  Turkey  Bridge  and  destroy  it  after  the  rear  guard 
of  the  army  had  passed,  in  pursuance  to  the  above  order  25  men  from 
the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  supiilied  with  axes  and  some  75 
])ounds  of  powder.  We  proceeded  to  the  above-named  place,  and  after 
the  rear  guard  had  passed  the  bridge  was  destroyed  by  cutting  the 
stringers  in  the  center  of  the  bridge  and  cutting  the  planks  in  small 
pieces  and  felling  trees  over  the  bridge,  and  also  at  some  places  along 
the  road,  making  it  completely  impassable  for  the  i^assage  of  troops  of 
any  army.  There  also  accompanied  me  Lieutenant  Gibson,  of  General 
IMcClellan’s  staff',  and  Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  General  Keyes’  staff.  I 
conferred  with  those  officers  as  to  the  best  mode  of  obstructing.  After 
the  bridge  being  destroyed  I returned  to  my  command. 

Most  resi)ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

lyiAKTTISr  BEICIIEKBACHER, 

First  Lieutenant,  Battery  C,  First  Fennsylcania  A rtillery. 

Capt.  C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Corps. 


Llndorseraent.] 

Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

JtUy  12,  1862. 

This  officer  was  selected  for  the  important  duty  referred  to  within  on 
account  of  his  known  coolness,  bravery,  and  quickness  of  perception. 
The  result  of  the  aff'air  confirms  his  claims  to  these  qualities.  Lieu- 
tenant Keichenbacher  is  entitled  to  his  full  share  of  whatever  credit 
may  be  due  for  the  successful  destruction  of  the  bridge  and  obstruction 
of  the  road.  In  any  position  Avhere  a brave  and  faithful  officer  and  a 
thorough  soldier  will  be  api)reciated  he  will  always  give  entire  satis- 
faction. 

Besi)ectfull3q 

PvOB’T  M.  WEST, 

Major,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Conpnemding. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Edward  Dougherty^  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery^  of  sMrmish  June  29  on  the  James  River  Road. 

Hdqrs.  LiaHT  Battery  D,  First  Pa.  Kes.  Arty. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  the  28th  June,  after  the  battery  arrived  on  the  Charles  City  road, 
I was  ordered  by  you  to  take  my  section  to  a point  on  the  New  Market 
road  about  400  yards  from  where  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City 
roads  meet,  and  there  get  it  into  position  as  much  concealed  as  possi- 
ble, which  order  I obeyed.  Everything  remained  quiet  until  next  day 
(Sunday)  at  8 o’clock  a.  m.  I heard  a cheer  on  my  left,  and  shortly  after 
saw  the  enemy’s  cavalry  approaching  on  a road  (the  name  of  which  I 
do  not  know)  at  a charge,  driving  in  a small  body  of  our  cavalry.  I 
had  placed  my  guns  in  echelon,  so  that  they  could  be  worked  to  protect 
the  New  Market  road  or  the  woods  on  my  left.  I immediately  ordered 
the  guns  to  action  left,  and  opened  hre  with  siiherical  case  at  2"  fuse 
and  elevation.  I hred  four  rounds  from  each  gun,  doing  good  exe- 
cution, and  was  preparing  to  fire  the  fifth  round,  when  I was  ordered 
by  Major  West  to  cease  firing. 

Nothing  further  transpired  until  ordered  by  you  to  rejoin  my  battery, 
bringing  my  section  along. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUAVABD  JlOUGllEUTY, 

First  Lieutenant^  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 

Capt.  Edw.  U.  Flood. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps, 

July  12,  1862. 

Ilesj)cctfidly  forwarded. 

The  coolness  and  In  avery  evinced  by  this  officer  and  his  men  entitle 
them  to  be  ranked  among  the  best  soldiers  of  the  army. 

BOB’T  M.  AVEST, 

Major ^ Pennsylvania  Artillery Commanding. 


No.  87. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Albion  P.  Iloioe^  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Rill. 

Headquarters  Howe’s  Brioade,  Couch’s  Division, 
Rarrisonh  Landing,  Va.,  July  5,  1862. 
Captain  : In  obedience  to  the  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of 
the  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
report  of  the  o])erations  of  the  brigade  under  jny  command  at  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  1st  instant. 

The  brigade  on  that  day  was  composed  of  the  following  regiments, 
viz : The  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania^  commanded  by  Cob 


208 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIIL 


onel  Eowley ; the  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Ballier;  the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania,  commanded  Gai)tain  Long; 
the  Sixty-second  New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel  Nevin ; and  the 
Fifty-fifth  New  York,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thonrot. 

The  position  of  the  brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  division  line  of 
battle,  the  right  of  the  brigade  resting  on  a deep  ravine  running 
obliquel^^  to  the  front,  and  impassable  for  artillery  and  cavalry,  but 
practicable  for  infantry,  the  edge  of  the  ravine  on  tlie  right  being  cov- 
ered by  a thin  belt  of  woods.  From  the  right  the  brigade  line  extended 
to  the  left  in  an  open  field,  except  at  a small  space  of  Avoods  which 
coA^ered  the  left  center.  The  ground  in  our  rear  was  uncovered  for 
three-fourths  of  a mile. 

In  front  of  our  line  of  battle  the  ground  was  open  and  admitted  the 
easy  passage  of  any  troops  except  in  front  of  our  left  center,  which  was 
Avooded,  the  coA^er  extending  to  Avithin  some  500  yards  of  our  front. 
The  brigade  line  Avas  tbrmed  a little  before  8 a.  m.,  and  immediately  after 
Captain  Moser’s  [?]  Ncav  York  battery  reported  to  me  and  was  posted 
in  our  line  so  as  to  sAveep  the  open  ground  in  our  front,  and  if  necessary 
to  shell  the  Avoods.  Before  the  enemy  had  completed  his  disposition 
for  attack,  haAung  already  got  some  of  his  artillery  into  i)osition  in  our 
front,  an  order  Avas  received  AvithdravAdng  Captain  Moser’s  [?]  battery, 
and  although  the  ground  Avas  admirably  adapted  for  the  pla^^  of  artillery, 
1 Avas  left  for  a time  Avithout  any  with  Avhich  I could  reply  to  that  of  the 
enemy.  A little  before  9 a.  m.  the  enemy  succeeded  in  placing  a field 
battery  about  1,200  yards  in  adA^ance  of  our  front,  and  a second  battery 
at  a more  distant  point  to  our  right  and  front. 

When  the  enemy,  Avithout  ‘dny  annoyance  from  us,  had  quite  com- 
pleted his  artillery  preparations,  he  opened  fire  upon  our  lines  with 
his  two  batteries.  Their  artillerymen  Avere  without  the  range  of  our 
rifles,  and  I ordered  the  brigade  to  lie  doAv  n and  aAvait  the  advance  of 
their  infantry. 

The  rebel  battery  nearest  us  was  worked  Avith  much  speed  and  some 
skill,  occasionally  doing  some  little  injury  within  our  lines ; but  the 
battery  more  distant  Avas  not  worthy  of  any  notice,  doing  us  no  manner 
of  injuiy  or  eA^en  approaching  it. 

Wlien  the  rebel  batteries  had  continued  their  fire  to  their  satisfaction 
the  enemy  threw  forAvard,  under  cover  of  the  woods  in  our  front,  a large 
body  of  infantry,  and  attacked  our  center.  When  the  attacking  force 
canie  within  the  range  of  our  arms  our  Avliole  line  sprang  to  their  feet 
and  poured  into  the  enemy  a withering  fire.  The  rebels  stood  Avell  iq) 
to  their  work  and  largely  outnumbered  us,  but  our  men  had  the  A^an- 
tage  ground  and  Avere  determined  not  to  yield  it.  The  firing  continued 
with  much  Afiolence  on  both  sides,  but  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  being  gen- 
erally too  high,  did  us  comx)aratively  little  injury.  Soon,  however,  the 
advantage  of  our  grounds  and  the  superiority  of  our  arms  became  evi- 
dent in  the  effects  of  our  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  began  to 
AA^aA^er.  I then  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania, 
Colonel  BoAvley,  which  aa'US  held  in  reserve,  to  ad\'auce  with  our  line 
ui)on  the  enemy.  Nobly  and  gallantly  did  eA^ery  man  of  the  regiment 
respond  to  the  order,  and  the  imi)etuous  dash  of  our  men  the  enemy 
could  not  stand,  but  gave  way,  and  were  sent  back,  much  cut  up  and 
in  disorder,  OA^er  the  ground  on  which  they  advanced.  This  success 
gave  us  much  advantage  of  i)osition,  by  allowing  the  left  center  of  the 
brigade  line  to  rest  upon  the  AAmods,  some  800  yards  in  adAUince  of  our 
first  position,  and  at  the  same  time  affording  us  a cross-fire  upon  any 
second  attempt  of  the  enemy  upon  our  position, 
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At  this  time  I was  re-enforced  by  detachments  from  two  Maine  regi- 
ments, which,  being  posted  on  my  right  in  support  of  the  Ninety-third 
Pennsylvania,  gave  me  much  additional  strength.  I was  soon  again 
re-enforced  by  Captain  [Snow’s]  battery  and  the  Twenty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania Eegiment,  Colonel  Neill. 

The  enemy’s  batteries,  after  the  repulse  they  met  with,  discontinued 
their  fire,  but  kept  their  position. 

On  being  re-enforced  by  Captain  [Snow’s]  battery  I immediately 
])laced  it  in  a favorable  i^osition  to  bear  upon  the  rebel  battery  that 
had  annoyed  us  with  its  fire  in  the  beginning  of  the  action.  The  bat- 
tery at  once  opened  fire  ui)on  them  with  fine  effect,  the  spherical  case- 
shot  doing  good  execution  on  their  teams  and  among  their  artillerymen. 
The  rebel  battery  replied  spiritedly  for  a time,  and  after  a shar^)  can- 
nonading from  our  battery  it  drew  off’  the  field.  During  this  cannon- 
ading the  enemy  kept  ui)  a sharp  fire  of  musketry  at  long  range,  but 
with  little  or  no  effect. 

In  the  mean  time  I was  again  re-enforced  by  two  other  Pennsylvania 
regiments,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Barlow,  from  General  Cald- 
well’s brigade.  The  firing  now  became  very  heavy  on  the  part  of  the 
division  on  my  left,  and  by  the  aid  of  a glass  I could  discover  the  rapid 
movement  of  bodies  of  the  enemy  to  my  left.  At  this  time  a division 
staff  officer  came  to  me  for  any  assistance  I could  send  to  our  left.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  battery  and  the  three  last  regiments  that  had 
come  to  my  support  to  the  left.  The  enemy  again  came  down  upon  the 
left  and  center  of  our  division  in  strong  force  and  was  again  repulsed. 
Colonel  Nevin’s  regiment,  the  Sixty-second  New  York,  on  the  left  of  my 
brigade,  gallantly  joining  with  the  left  of  the  division  in  the  repulse. 
The  enemy  again  rallied,  and  the  firing  continued  sharp  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  division. 

About  this  time,  between  G and  7 p.  m.,  my  brigade  was  re  enforced 
by  Captain  De  Pussy’s  regular  battery,  of  the  Fourth  Artillery,  which 
was  at  this  time  of  great  assistance,  as  night  was  coming  on  and  the 
enemy  seemed  determined  to  make  one  more  last  effort  before  abandon- 
ing the  field.  The  battery  took  a fine  position,  and  delivered  its  fire, 
with  that  of  the  whole  brigade  and  division  line,  with  marked  effect, 
until  after  9 p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  gave  up  the  field. 

I inclose  herewith  a list  of  the  casualties  in  the  brigade  during  the 
day,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  brigade  was  under  fire  over 
twelve  hours,  and  a portion  of  the  time  hotly  engaged,  I think  the 
wliole  loss  sustained,  being  in  aggregate  208,  will  be  considered  small. 

More  than  thanks  are  justly  due  to  Cai)t.  J.  Heron  Foster,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Pegiment,  a member  of  my  staff’,  for 
the  gallantry  and  untiring  energj^  with  which  he  performed  far  more 
than  his  duties  from  earl}^  morning  until  late  at  night.  He  was  the 
only  staff  officer  I had  during  most  of  the  day,  the  other  members  of 
the  staff  being  disabled  early  in  the  action. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HOWE, 

Brigadier- General, 

Capt.  Francis  A.  Walker, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  Couch’s  Divisionj  Fourth  Corps  WArmee, 
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No.  88. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  A.  Bouley,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  June  SO-July  7. 

Hdqrs.  One  Hundred  and  Second  Kegt.  Pa.  Yols., 
Gamp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  Ya.,  July  1,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  the  last  eight  days, 
as  follows : 

On  Monday  morning,  June  30,  about  6 o’clock,  after  a fatiguing  march 
during  the  entire  preceding  night,  we  reached  Haxall’s,  or  Cumming’s, 
Landing,  on  James  Piver,  near  Turkey  Bend,  and  lay  down  to  rest  in 
an  open  field.  About  noon  we  were  moved  to  a position  well  calculated 
for  defense,  in  a pleasant  grove,  convenient  to  good  water,  whence,  at  4 
in  the  afternoon,  we  were  moved  forward  to  White  Oak  Bridge  and 
placed  in  line  of  battle  until  after  night,  when  we  were  again  moved 
forward  to  the  field  on  which  hard  fighting  had  occurred  during  the 
day,  occupying  it  until  nearly  daybreak,  when  we  marched  to  the  ground 
occupied  the  previous  evening  and  took  position  in  a grain  field  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  where  we  remained  during  Tuesday,  July  1,  under  the 
scorching  rays  of  a July  sun,  greater  part  of  the  time  under  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  until  about  4 o’clock,  Avhen,  on  the  increasing  rapidity 
of  their  fire  and  advance  of  their  lines  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward 
to  meet  them. 

The  movement  was  executed  in  perfect  order,  under  heavy  fire  of  both 
artillery  and  musketry,  and  a position  taken  farther  in  front  in  the 
grain  field,  which  was  held  until  after  5 o’clock,  when  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  move  by  the  left  flank  into  a wooded  ravine,  where  they  re- 
mained under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  sharpshooters  secreted 
in  tree-tops  and  behind  shocks  of  grain  until  ordered  back  about  2.30 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  July  2. 

Our  loss,  which  mainlj'  occurred  during  the  advance,  was  10  killed, 
among  whom  were  1 field  and  1 line  officer,  38  wounded,  and  12  missing, 
including  1 line  officer. 

Among  the  killed  I regret  to  record  the  names  of  Maj.  John  Poland 
and  First.  Lieut.  Thomas  Mooney,  both  active  and  efficient  officers, 
whose  places  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  Major  Poland,  who  had  proved 
his  courage  not  only  in  Mexico  but  in  every  engagement  of  this  war  in 
which  this  regiment  had  participated,  was  shot  through  the  thigh  while 
gallantly  cheering  the  men  in  their  forward  movement.  Lieutenant 
Mooney,  Avho  Avas  sufiering  from  illness  and  left  his  bed  to  lead  his  com- 
pany in  the  fight,  lost  both  legs  by  the  explosion  of  a shell.  Both 
were  biwe  men,  whose  memories  will  ever  be  cherished  by  their  fellow- 
soldiers. 

At  daybreak  on  Wednesday  morning  the  regiment  fell  in  line  with 
the  brigade  and  proceeded  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  where  we  are  now  en- 
camped. 

During  the  whole  day  officers  and  men  of  my  command  did  their  whole 
duty  promptly,  obeying  every  order,  lying  under  heavy  fire  during  the 
heat  of  the  day,  taking  no  steps  backward,  and  expending  no  ammuni- 
tion except  when  the  enemy  could  be  seen  Avithin  range  of  their  guns 
and  their  shots  rendered  effective. 

I feel  it  due  to  my  adjutant,  »Toseph  Browne,  to  say  that  he  rendered 
me  most  effective  service  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  proA^ed 
himself,  as  on  former  occasions,  a brave  and  a valuable  officer. 

It  is  also  proper  to  mention  the  efficiency  of  the  assistant  surgeon  of 
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the  regiment,  Dr.  M.  P.  Morrison,  who  was  at  all  times  with  his  regi- 
ment attending  to  his  duties  under  circumstances  which  render  their 
performance  the  more  commendable.  More  than  once  the  shells  of  the 
enemy  (one  of  whicli  killed  his  horse)  compelled  him  to  remove  to 
places  affording  better  shelter  while  attending  to  wounded  men,  but  he 
never  was  beyond  a iiosition  enabling  him  to  render  us  efficient  aid. 
Captain  Foster,  of  Company  A,  was  not  with  his  company,  having 
been  selected  a few  days  before  by  Brigadier-General  Howe  as  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general  of  the  brigade,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
often  with  us,  riding  through  the  hottest  of  the  enemy’s  fire  Avith  a 
coolness  which  elicited,  as  it  deserves,  the  admiration  of  all  his  com- 
rades ill  the  regiment  in  which  he  has  so  long  been  an  officer. 

Ivespectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  A.  EOWLEY, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  Second  Begt.  Pa.  Vols. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Foster, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

Casualties:  Killed,  2 officers,  8 men  5 wounded,  38  men;  missing,! 
officer,  11  men. 


Ko.  89. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Ahercronibie.,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Rill. 

Headquarters  Abercrombie’s  Brioade, 
Camp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing,  Va.,  July  12,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  of  1st  July,  1862: 

Oil  the  30th  of  June  my  brigade  crossed  Turkey  Creek  Bridge  and 
liroceeded  on  the  road  to  Bichmoiid  about  2 miles,  and  deployed  into 
line  of  battle  to  the  right  of  the  road  in  an  elevated  field,  where  it  re- 
' inaiiied  for  a few  hours ; but  finding  my  position  much  exiiosed  to  the 
enemy’s  shells  at  long  range,  another  and  a less  exposed  position  was 
taken.  No  advances  being  made  by  the  rebels,  the  brigade  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

Early  011  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  orders  from  division  head- 
quarters were  received  to  cross  a ravine  immediately  in  front  of  my 
line,  to  supiiort  a portion  of  Howe’s  brigade  and  several  batteries  pre- 
viously advanced  to  Malvern  Hill.  It  was  soon  discovered  the  enemy 
was  preparing  for  an  attack  both  in  front  and  on  our  left,  as  they  were 
seen  to  emerge  in  great  force  in  both  directions.  Two  regiments,  viz, 
the  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs  and  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
moved  u])  to  the  supfiort  of  Griffin’s  battery  and  the  Sixty-second  New 
York.  With  the  three  other  regiments  of  my  brigade,  viz.  Thirty-first 
and  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  First  Long  Island,  I 
moved  to  the  support  of  General  Howe’s  brigade,  and  took  up  a iiosition 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  tongue  of  Avoods.  Subse- 
(piently  the  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs  and  Thirty-first  PennsylAmuia  Volun- 
teers were  ordered  to  take  up  their  position  in  line  of  battle  across  the 
extreme  point  of  this  tongue  of  woods  in  support  of  General  Palmer’s 
brigade.  The  Twenty -third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  sent  to  the 
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support  of  General  Howe’s  brigade,  while  the  two  remaining  regiments, 
First  Long  Island  Volunteers  and  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
formed  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  almost  peri)endiculai 
to  the  batteries.  The  enemy  appearing  in  large  force  on  tbe  left,  with 
the  obvious  intention  of  charging  the  batteries,  the  Long  Island  and 
Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  changed  front  by  the  left,  and 
forming  in  front  and  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  they  held  this  posi- 
tion under  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  until  relieved  (their  ammunition 
being  exhausted)  by  the  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Neill,  who  continued  a heavy  fire  upon  tbe  enemy  until  dark,  when,  60 
rounds  ])er  man  having  been  ex^iended,  they  were  relieved  by  a regi* 
ment  of  General  Sickles’  brigade. 

The  First  Chasseurs  and  tbe  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
meanwhile  had  been  under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and 
infantry,  and  after  expending  all  their  ammunition  they  were  relieved 
by  some  regiments  of  General  Hooker’s  division.  The  brigade  then  re- 
turned to  the  ])Osition  they  had  occupied  in  the  morning,  where  they 
bivouacked  until  orders  were  received  to  take  up  the  line  of  march. 
From  early  in  the  morning  until  dark  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a 
storm  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  during  the  after- 
noon was  hotly  engaged  with  a much  sui)erior  force  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry. 

During  the  heat  of  the  contest,  and  while  the  brigade  was  between 
the  enemy  and  our  own  batteries  (which  were  firing  over  their  heads), 
several  unfortunate  accidents  occurred,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
several  men.  In  consequence,  I was  induced  to  ride  u[)  to  them,  with 
a view  of  increasing  the  elevation  of  some  of  tbe  pieces,  and  again  to 
communicate  with  the  division  commander.  General  Couch,  whom  I 
found  near  by,  in  a most  exposed  position,  calmly  directing  the  opera- 
tions of  his  division,  wlien  I informed  him  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
regiments  of  my  brigade  had  expended  all  their  ammunition  (60  rounds), 
wlien  a portion  of  General  Hooker’s  division  was  ordered  to  relieve 
him. 

The  regiments  composing  my  brigade  all  acquitted  themselves 
througbout  the  battle  in  a highly-commendable  manner,  and  acted,  with 
a very  few  exceptions,  like  veterans.  If  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  ever  lost  anything  jireviously  they  more  than  regained  it 
this  time.  Tlie  commanders  of  regiments — Colonel  Shaler,  of  the  First 
Chasseurs ; Colonel  Cross,  of  the  First  Long  Island ; Colonel  Neill, 
Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vallee, 
commanding  temporarily  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania — exhibited  a great 
degree  of  coolness,  and  managed  their  regiments  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner.  Colonel  Williams’  regiment  havung  been  engaged  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  farther  to  telie  right  with  General  Howe’s  bri- 
gade I am  unable  to  say  more  than  this.  From  their  uniform  good 
conduct  in  other  battles  I have  no  doubt  that  it  and  its  commander 
conducted  themselves  most  gallantly. 

In  alluding  to  the  line  officers,  I should  be  doing  a great  injustice  to 
my  ]^ersonal  staff.  Lieutenants  Appleton  and  Slii)per,  were  I to  omit 
alluding  to  their  soldierly  bearing  and  imomptness  in  communicating 
my  orders  during  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  of  some  seven  or  eight 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  engaged  in  during  a long  period  of  military 
life  the  hottest  of  them  all.  These  gentlemen — Lieutenant  Appleton 
l)articularly — conducted  regiments  to  their  respective  i)ositions  in  the 
coolest  and  most  gallant  manner,  for  which  they  deserve  especial 
attention. 


CHAP,  xxm.]  seven-days’  battles.  213 

A tabular  account,  together  with  a nominal  list  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  has  already  been  forwarded.* 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERCEOMBIE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Francis  A.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  90. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  James  River,  Va.,  Hdy  4,  1802. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  oi)erations 
of  my  brigcide  in  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant : 

On  the  30th  ultimo  two  regiments  of  my  command,  the  Second  Rhode 
Island  and  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  were  detached  by  the 
order  of  Brigadier-General  Couch,  commanding  the  division,  in  order 
to  take  up  a position  near  the  Turkey  Island  Bridge,  and  they  were 
unfortunately  not  present  during  the  engagement.  The  remaining  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade — the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Major  Miller,  and  the  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Major  Raney — w^ere  on  arriving  on  the  battleground  placed  in  ])osi- 
tion  under  the  direction  of  General  Couch,  and  they  were  directed  to 
hold  the  w'oods  on  the  right  of  the  battery  formerly  Griffin’s,  and  to 
act  at  the  same  time  as  the  support  to  this  battery.  A comiiany  of  the 
Tenth  Massachusetts  was  detached  as  skirmishers  to  watch  the  ravine 
a little  to  the  right  and  Ixont  of  the  battery,  and  four  companies  of 
tlie  Thirty-sixth  New  Y^ork,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Walsh,  were 
thrown  out  obliquely  across  the  field  on  my  right,  in  order  to  get  a 
cross  fire  upon  any  force  that  might  appear  from  the  woods  immediately 
in  front  of  the  battery. 

Affiiirs  remained  in  this  state  until  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  after 
a sharp  artillery  fire  trom  both  sides,  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  on 
the  right.  This  force  i>roved  to  be  a brigade  of  North  Carolina  troops, 
commanded  by  General  Anderson,  and  it  advanced  in  good  order  until 
it  was  within  about  350  yards  of  my  men.  A heavy  fire  w^as  then  opened 
upon  it  by  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  and  the  four  companies  under  Cap- 
tain Walsh.  As  soon  as  it  was  within  the  view  of  the  battery  a fire 
from  it  was  opened,  and  I directed  the  remaining  six  companies  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  New  York  to  wheel  from  its  position  in  the  wood  and  open 
fire.  Tins  was  done  in  gallant  style,  and  after  a sharp  contest,  which, 
however,  lasted  only  a few  jninutes,  the  enemy  broke  and  fied.  After 
imrsuing  for  some  distance  my  command  was  recalled,  as  a pursuit 
would  necessarily  bring  tliein  in  front  of  the  batteries.  In  this  short 
engagement  the  battle-llag  of  the  Fourteenth  North  Carolina  Regiment 
was  cai)tured  by  the  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  brought 
in  by  Captain  Dohoghue,  of  that  regiment.  The  loss  in  my  brigade  was 
small  in  this  affair. 

This  ended  the  first  engagement  of  the  day.  Notice  was  immediately 
given  to  me  by  the  general  commanding  the  division.  General  Couch, 
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that  the  enemy  was  receiving  strong  re-enforcements,  and  that  the 
battle  might  be  renewed  at  any  moment.  Nearly  the  same  distribution 
of  my  command  was  made  as  before,  and  the  renewal  of  the  attack  was 
awaited. 

At  about  G p.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared  in  large  force  in  front  of 
Griffin’s  brigade,  and  one  wing  of  that  brigade  immediately  moved 
down  upon  them.  This  induced  me  to  think  that  a charge  would  be 
made  along  the  whole  line,  although  I well  knew  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  general  in  command  only  to  hold  on  to  the  line  we  had 
taken  up,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  lire  of  the  batteries.  I ordered 
my  command  to  move  forward  to  support  any  troops  that  might  be 
first  engaged,  not  intending  to  get  in  front  of  the  batteries.  The  firing 
' commenced  furiously  along  the  line  and  other  regiments  of  the  division 
pressed  forward,  and  soon  my  command  was  forced  to  move  to  the  front 
of  the  batteries  or  remain  inactive.  The  brigade  moved  in  good  order 
slowly  to  the  front,  keeping  up  the  firing.  Major  Miller,  commanding 
the  Tenth  Massachusetts,  while  gallantly  leading  and  encouraging  his 
men,  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  the  command  of  that  regiment  de- 
volved on  Captain  Barton,  wlio  conducted  it  gallantlj^  through  the 
rest  of  the  engagement.  Major  Eaney  led  his  regiment  finely,  and 
remained  on  the  field  until  every  cartridge  was  exhausted.  I then 
directed  him  to  take  up  a position  in  the  rear  of  the  regiments  newly 
arrived  on  the  ground.  The  Tenth  Massachusetts,  after  several  hours’ 
hard  fighting,  reported  their  ammunition  exhausted,  but  they  remained 
firmly  on  the  field  until  after  dark  and  until  the  enemy  was  everywhere 
repulsed. 

During  the  entire  operations  of  the  day  both  officers  and  men  acquit- 
ted themselves  handsomely.  In  the  death  of  Major  Miller  the  service 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  gallant  officers.  Major  Eaney  and  Captain 
Walsh,  of  the  Thirtj^-sixth  New  York,  were  conspicuous  for  the  admi- 
rable manner  in  which  they  handled  their  commands,  and  no  fault  could 
possibl^^  be  found  with  any  portion  of  my  command.  I saw  no  strag- 
gling to  the  rear ; every  man  did  his  duty. 

I inclose  a list  of  casualties  in  the  Thirty-sixth  New  York  and  Tenth 
Massachusetts.*  I account  for  the  large  proportion  of  wounded  by  the 
fact  that  the  enemy  use  for  the  most  part  the  old  smooth-bore  musket, 
firing  buck  and  ball,  or  the  common  hunting  rifle.  The  wounds  in- 
flicted by  these  are  in  a majority  of  cases  only  sufficient  to  disable, 
without  inflicting  mortal  wounds.  As  soon  as  I can  procure  the  full 
reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  they  will  be  forwarded, 
and  the  cases  of  individual  gallantry  among  the  officers  and  men  will 
be  noticed. 

During  the  day  I was  much  indebted  to  the  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  the  brigade.  Lieutenant  Porter,  of  the  Tenth  Massachu- 
setts; to  Lieutenant  Storer,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Devens,  and  to 
Lieutenant  Wheaton,  Second  Ehode  Island,  temporarily  on  my  staft', 
and  to  Gaptaiii  Parker,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Brigade  Surgeon 
O’Leary. 

i am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEE, 

Brig.  Oen.j  Commanding  Third  Brigade.,  Couelds  Division. 

Capt.  Francis  A.  Walker, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 

* Embodied  iu  revised  statement,  p.  28. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Pech,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second  Di- 
vision, of  operations  June  2^ July  3. 

Headquarters  Peck’s  Division, 
Harrison^ s Point,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I assumed  command  of  this  divis- 
ion at  White  Oak  Swamp  on  the  24th  of  June,  1862,  in  comiiliance  with 
orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  division  con- 
sisted of  two  brigades,  one  of  which,  commanded  by  General  Wessells, 
was  at  the  headquarters,  at  White  Oak  Swamp  ] the  other,  under  Gen- 
eral hTaglee,  was  guarding  the  intrenched  line  between  the  railroad 
and  Bottom’s  Bridge,  distant  some  miles.  A squadron  of  cavalry 
and  nine  pieces  of  artillery  were  at  the  headquarters  and  four  i)ieces  of 
artillery  near  Bottom’s  Bridge. 

On  assuming  command  I proceeded  to  make  a personal  examination 
of  the  whole  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  commencing  at  the  pickets  of 
General  Couch,  and  also  of  the  Chickahominy  up  to  and  beyond  the 
railroad  bridge.  My  conclusions  were  that  the  swamp  offered  but  a 
slight  defense  against  enterprising  infantry.  During  my  stay  at  that 
place  I kept  several  hundred  choppers  employed  in  closing  up  with 
trunks  of  trees  and  other  obstructions  all  the  fords  and  passages.  An 
abatis  was  constructed  across  the  open  area  in  front  and  the  timber 
slashed  extensively  on  the  right  and  left.  By  cutting  certain  timber  on 
the  right  large  clearings  were  connected  and  brought  under  the  guns 
of  the  batteries.  At  least  one-half  mile  of  rifle  pits  was  constructed, 
adding  materially  to  the  strength  of  the  position.  A small  work  was 
ordered  across  the  railway,  near  a screen  of  timber,  on  the  right  of 
General  Naglee’s  line;  also  a general  slashing  of  timber  in  his  front. 
A redoubt  on  the  road  from  Bottom’s  Bridge  was  found  in  a half- 
tinished  state,  which  I directed  to  be  completed.  The  whole  country 
beyond  the  White  Oak  Swami^  in  the  direction  toward  Eichmond,  New 
Market,  and  the  Chickahominy,  and  also  the  territory  across  Bottom’s 
Bridge,  was  most  thoroughly  covered  by  cavalry  patrols,  under  the 
general  direction  of  Captain  Keenan.  From  him  I had  information  of 
the  movements  of  General  Wise  with  his  force,  of  some  5,000  of  all 
arms,  his  headquarters  being  near  New  Market. 

Late  on  the  26th  I was  advised  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Cliickahominy  in  large  force,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  our  communi- 
cations. 

Early  on  the  27th  I proceeded  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  made  a care- 
ful reconnaissance  of  all  the  approaches,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Naglee,  which  resulted  in  ordering  the  construction  of  a redoubt  for 
ten  or  twelve  guns  at  the  bridge,  close  to  the  river.  An  epaulement  for 
tliree  guns  was  also  ordered  on  the  railroad.  I re-enforced  General 
Naglee  with  Colonel  Howell’s  regiment,  placing  it  at  the  battery  below 
Bottom’s  Bridge.  Lieutenant  Morgan’s  regular  battery  was  sent  to 
General  Naglee;  also  all  the  intrenching  tools  at  my  command.  A 
squadron  of  cavalry  for  special  service  was  asked  for  on  that  part  of 
the  line.  The  reported  crossing  of  Jackson  with  60,000  men  proving 
too  true,  I deemed  it  advisable  to  guard  the  whole  line  to  the  extent  of 
my  ability  from  Bottom’s  Bridge  to  White  Oak  Swamp.  By  a thorough 
examination  I found  a line  of  high  blufls  commanding  all  the  approaches 
from  Chickahominy  Swamp.  Four  diflerent  sites  were  selected  for  lines 


216 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXm. 


of  rifle  pits  and  the  work  commenced.  One  was  completed,  and  Col- 
onel Lehmann’s  regiment  placed  in  position  that  night. 

The  instructions  from  headquarters  to  destroy  Bottom’s  Bridge  and 
the  railroad  bridge  in  case  an  attack  should  be  made  in  overwhelming 
force  I communicated  to  General  Naglee,  and  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions were  made  therefor.  The  important  order  to  ‘^Hold  the  road  to 
the  James  Eiver  over  White  Oak  Swamp  at  all  hazards”  was  received 
and  carried  out  to  the  letter. 

During  the  evening  Captain  Fitch’s  battery,  Colonel  Eussell’s  Seventh 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  General  Woodbury’s  engineer  force 
joined  for  duty  at  my  headquarters.  Parties  under  discreet  ofiicers 
were  sent  down  the  Chickahominy  with  instructions  to  destroy  all 
bridge  structures,  and  to  proceed  as  far  as  Jones’  Ford  if  possible. 
General  Woodbury  was  employed  preparing  bridge  structures  to  be 
thrown  across  the  White  Oak  at  or  before  daylight.  He  was  furnished 
with  men  and  implements  and  every  facility  afforded  for  the  discharge 
of  this  duty.  A large  force  was  employed  during  the  night  clearing 
the  obstructions  in  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge.  Eeports  were  made 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  Fourth  Corps  at  intervals  of  half  hours. 

On  the  28th,  at  daylight,  I received  instructions  from  headquarters 
Fourth  Army  Corps  to  throw  my  immediate  command  across  the  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  seize  strong  positions,  so  as  to  cover  most  effectually 
the  passage  for  other  troops.”  So  soon  as  the  bridge  was  passable  I 
moved  General  Palmer — who  had  joined  me  with  his  brigade  (Eussell’s 
regiment  leading),  a squadron  of  cavalry,  and  Eegan’s  and  Fitch’s  bat- 
teries of  artillery — forward  to  a position  of  much  strategic  importance, 
some  four  miles  in  advance  toward  Eichmond,  covering  the  junction 
of  the  Quaker,  IS'ew  Market,  Charles  City,  and  other  principal  roads. 
General  Woodbury  at  my  request  accompanied  General  Palmer,  and 
made  a hasty  reconnaissance  of  the  position.  Having  placed  Wessells’ 
brigade  with  Lieutenant  Mink’s  battery  in  movement  to  sui^port  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  I proceeded  in  advance  with  Captain  Keenan  to  make  a 
careful  reconnaissance  of  the  country  between  the  main  road  and 
White  Oak  Swami:>.  After  placing  Colonels  Eose’s  and  Durkee’s  regi- 
ments on  tbe  right  of  the  road,  and  the  Sixty-second  Kew  York,  Colonel 
Kevin’s,  far  to  the  right  toward  the  swamp  in  advance  of  Palmer’s  line, 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  an  important  road,  I examined  the  disposi- 
tion of  General  Palmer,  which  met  my  approval.  The  remainder  of 
Wessells’  brigade,  with  the  artillery,  were  placed  in  reserve.  Soon 
after  General  Couch  came  up  with  his  division,  and  after  examining 
and  approving  the  disposition  i^laced  his  command  in  position.  Lines 
of  pickets  were  established,  but  every  iirecaution  was  taken  to  prevent 
any  information  from  reaching  the  enemy. 

At  2 p.  m.  I ordered  Colonel  Fairman’s  Kew  York  regiment  and  two 
sections  of  Fitch’s  battery  to  proceed  to  Long  Bridge,  to  destroy  what 
remained  of  it,  and  i^revent  the  enemy’s  crossing  in  that  quarter.  A 
detail  of  200  infantry  was  sent  with  a section  of  artillery  to  Jones’ 
Bridge  with  similar  instructions.  About  this  time  the  Eighty-fifth 
Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Howell,  was  established  as  an  outpost  on  the 
Charles  City  road,  to  cover  the  debouche  of  the  crossing  of  the  White 
Oak  Swami)  at  Brackett’s  Ford.  Infantry  and  cavalry  pickets  were 
established  in  advance  of  this. 

In  this  connection  I would  mention  that  the  Kinety-second  Kew 
York,  Colonel  Anderson,  was  left  on  duty  at  the  White  Oak  Swamp 
Bridge. 

At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  detachments  along  the 
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Cbickahominy  and  White  Oak  Swamp,  my  force  in  hand  was  reduced 
to  less  than  1,400.  An  abatis  was  ordered  to  be  cut  in  front,  but  not 
much  progress  was  made  for  want  of  tools.  The  day  passed  without 
disturbance,  which  I attributed  in  a great  degree  to  the  precaution  I 
had  taken  of  having  the  provost  guard  over  every  house  within  the 
distance  of  2 or  3 miles,  with  instructions  to  prevent  any  person  leaving 
his  premises. 

About  9 a.  m.  on  the  29th  some  of  Wise^s  cavalry  dashed  into  the 
camp  in  a reckless  manner,  cheering,  and  were  received  with  a volley, 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  major  and  the  capture  of  some  25, 
among  whom  was  Captain  Kuffin,  M.  0. 

The  troops  lay  in  position  all  day,  awaiting  in  anxious  suspense  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Somewhat  encouraged  by  the  arrival  of  sup- 
ports from  White  Oak  Swamp,  at  G o’clock  p.  m.  my  command  was 
relieved  by  that  of  General  Slocum,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
General  Keyes,  commanding  Fourth  Corps,  took  up  the  line  of  march 
to  James  Eiver,  where  it  arrived  in  safety  with  its  train  and  artillery  at 
9 a.  m.  on  the  30th,  having  been  on  the  road  without  sleep,  in  expecta- 
tion of  meeting  the  enemy,  the  whole  night. 

I placed  Wessells’  brigade  in  iiosition  not  far  from  Turkey  Creek, 
Naglee’s  brigade  not  having  joined.  The  enemy  having  commenced 
his  attack  upon  the  columns  in  route,  my  command  was  placed  in  line 
of  battle  by  General  Keyes  at  3.30  p.  m.  on  the  extreme  right,  and 
intrusted  with  the  defense  of  the  reserve  artillery.  For  a long  time 
it  was  the  only  command  on  the  ground.  Early  on  the  1st  of  July 
General  Slocum  was  i)laced  on  my  left,  and  in  conjunction  with  him 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  defense  of  our  portion  of  the  line. 

During  the  day  my  detachment  at  Turner’s  and  Long  Bridges  and 
Jones’  Ford  were  compelled  to  withdraw,  to  avoid  being  destroyed  by 
the  overwhelming  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
They  reported  the  enemy  had  already  crossed  at  Jones’  Bridge  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

At  midnight  I was  advised  that  the  army  would  immediately  com- 
mence its  movement  to  Harrison’s  Landing — some  7 miles — and  that 
my  command  would  constitute  the  rear  guard.  After  consultation  it 
was  deemed  best,  in  case  of  being  only  one  road,  that  the  brigades  of 
Wessells  and  Kaglee  should  cover  the  rear  alternately  with  the  needful 
supply  of  artillery. 

At  1.30  a.  m.  I was  in  my  saddle,  aiding  General  Wessells  in  forming 
liis  line  of  battle  on  the  heights  a short  distance  this  side  of  the  head- 
quarters of  General  McClellan.  Miller’s  battery  only  was  retained. 
All  the  principal  by-roads  were  picketed  with  cavalry,  and  Naglee’s 
brigade  was  formed  about  a mile  in  the  rear  in  a commanding  position. 

Stationing  mj^self  in  the  road  I gave  my  entire  time  and  x>ersonal 
attention  to  the  sui)ervision  of  trooi)S,  batteries,  and  trains.  Long 
trains  of  wagons  and  ambulances  converging  from  every  quarter 
toward  the  road,  it  became  a very  imx)ortant  question  how  to  (lispose 
of  them  under  my  instructions,  which  were  to  operate  with  reference  to 
the  rear  of  the  artillery  and  troops  and  not  with  reference  to  the  trains, 
save  the  having  of  a single  regiment  in  their  rear.  The  plan  whicli  1 
adopted  was  this — that  there  should  be  one  unbroken  line  of  troops 
and  batteries  on  one  side  of  the  road  and  that  the  trains  sliould  move 
in  like  manner  on  the  other  side;  that  as  long  as  the  trooiis  moved 
the  trains  could  move,  but  that  ux^on  any  detention  of  the  troox^s 
the  wagon  train  must  be  halted ; batteries,  ammunition,  and  hospital 
wagons  to  have  the  x) reference.  Where  extensive  openings  bordered  the 
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road  steps  were  taken  to  sliorteii  up  the  train  by  moving  in  several 
columns.  Eeports  frequently  came  in  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
in  various  quarters,  and  on  reception  of  one  of  these  General  Smith 
formed  line  of  battle  for  some  half  hour  to  co-operate  with  me. 

About  12  o^clock  m.  Colonel  Averell  passed  by  with  his  fine  com- 
mand, bringing  up  everything  from  the  direction  of  Turkey  Creek  in 
excellent  order  and  time.  As  every  command,  ambulance,  wagon,  and 
straggler  had  gone  by  the  rear  guard,  I directed  General  Wessells  to 
draw  in  his  pickets  and  detachments,  and  move  on  and  take  up  a new 
position  in  rear  of  General  Naglee.  About  5 o’clock  p.  m.  it  was 
evident  that,  owing  to  the  terrible  condition  of  the  roads,  the  whole 
country  being  flooded  with  water,  which  had  poured  down  upon  the 
clay  soil  uninterruptedly  since  early  in  the  morning,  the  train  could  not 
reach  its  destination  that  night,  and  without  protection  would  fall  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  rapidly  advancing.  I i^laced  Wessells’  brigade  in 
position  on  the  other  side  of  Kimmager’s  [or  Kimminger’s  ?]  Creek,  with 
Miller’s  battery  and  seven  small  companies  of  cavalry.  The  brigade  of 
Naglee,  he  being  unwell,  was  placed  in  supporting  distance  this  side  of 
the  creek.  Soon  after  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  upon  the  train, 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  confusion  and  stampeding  the  animals.  Two 
additional  regiments  were  sent  to  re-enforce  General  Wessells.  Judi- 
cious dispositions  were  made  by  him,  and  every  step  taken  to  keep  the 
train  of  wagons  moving  through  the  night  across  the  creek. 

At  daylight  on  the  3d  the  crossings  of  the  stream  were  well-nigh 
impassable,  the  rain  having  continued  through  the  night.  The  drivers 
and  animals  were  exhausted  by  want  of  food  and  great  exertion,  and 
the  prospect  for  the  passage  of  the  balance  of  the  train  exceedingly 
dubious.  New  roads  were  cut  through  the  woods,  teams  were  doubled, 
and  fresh  ones  sent  for.  The  enemy’s  pickets  were  around  us  and  his 
advance  column  not  far  distant,  doubtless  held  in  check  by  the  fire  of 
the  gunboats.  The  work  proceeded  slowly  but  surely  through  the  day, 
and  at  7 o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  3d  I had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  report- 
ing, for  the  information  of  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
that  the  last  vehicle  had  passed  the  creek.  The  opinion  is  ventured 
that  the  history  of  military  operations  affords  no  instance  where  a train 
of  like  magnitude  and  value  was  moved  so  great  a distance  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  face  of  so  many  material  obstacles,  with 
so  trifling  a loss. 

So  soon  as  the  train  was  fairly  out  of  the  way  I brought  the  rear 
guard  to  this  side,  where  I established  my  line  of  battle  along  the  crest 
of  the  creek,  my  left  resting  on  the  James  Kiver.  On  the  4th  I called 
the  attention  of  the  general-in-chief  to  the  advantages  of  this  line,  and 
after  an  examination  he  was  pleased  to  adopt  it.  The  timber  on  the 
opi)osite  side  has  been  slashed  down  to  the  James  ; also  in  the  ravine 
and  up  to  the  crest  of  the  creek  on  one  side,  which  is  lined  with  rifle 
I)its  and  batteries.  Numerous  roads  have  been  cut,  giving  free  commu- 
nication between  the  reserves  and  the  front  and  between  the  different 
l)ortions  of  the  front. 

General  Perry,  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois,  Thirteenth  Indiana, 
Sixty-second  and  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Eegiments,  was  assigned  to  my 
division  on  tlie  6th  instant.  The  record  of  these  troops  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  is  highly  creditable,  and  gives  promise  of  brilliant  conduct 
when  an  oi)portunity  offers. 

General  Naglee  was  intrusted  with  a highly  responsible  and  trying 
command  at  Bottom’s  Bridge  and  the  railroad,  which  he  discharged 
with  zeal  and  fidelity.  His  troops  at  Dispatch  Station  were  brought 
over  at  the  right  time.  His  batteries  and  sharpshooters  inflicted  some 
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punisliment  upon  the  enemy  when  they  were  pressing  upon  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  bridges. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  General  Haglee  no  report  has  been 
received  from  that  brigade,  and  I am  embarrassed  with  respect  to  tlie 
details  thereof.  His  report  as  soon  as  received  will  be  sent  forward  to 
accompany  this. 

General  Wessells  has  labored  most  faithfully  night  and  day  since  I 
joined  the  division,  and  displayed  the  greatest  interest  in  the  service 
under  very  critical  circumstances.  In  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers his  judgment  seemed  most  reliable. 

General  Palmer  led  the  advance  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  made 
excellent  dispositions,  of  which  I am  hapi)y  to  make  mention. 

Colonel  Eussell,  Seventh  Massachusetts,  was  in  advance  of  the  ad- 
vance, as  usual,  and  exhibited  his  anxiety  to  meet  the  foe  with  his  fine 
regiment. 

Colonels  Fairman,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  5 Lehmann,  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania;  Pose,  Eighty- first  New  York;  Belknap,  Eighty- 
fifth  New  York;  Howell,  Eiglity-fifth  Pennsylvauia,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  I)  urkee,  Ninety-eighth  New  York,  are  all  meritorious  officers, 
who  have  rendered  the  country  good  service  and  exert  a salutary 
influence  upon  their  troops.  Colonel  Gregg’s  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry was  of  great  assistance  in  their  movements,  scouring  the  country 
and  watching  the  enemy. 

Captain  Keenan,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  deserves  especial 
notice  for  untiring  and  valuable  service.  When  he  was  in  the  saddle 
no  movement  of  the  enemy  escaped  his  eye. 

Lieut.  C.  H.  Morgan,  Fourth  Artillery,  displayed  extraordinary  zeal, 
pushing  on  many  miles  from  Bottom’s  Bridge  to  join  the  advance  to 
James  Kiver.  He  is  an  officer  of  merit. 

As  usual  all  the  members  of  my  staff'  were  active  and  rendered  great 
assistance. 

It  is  due  to  Division  Surg.  A.  B.  C-rosby  that  I should  acknowledge 
his  untiring  devotion  to  the  sick  and  wounded.  That  he  shoukl  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  tender  his  resignation  is  to  be  much  regretted. 

The  artillery,  under  Captains  Began,  Miller,  Brady,  Fitch,  and 
Lieutenants  Morgan  and  Mink,  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  re- 
sponded proini)tly  to  every  call  of  duty.  With  such  batteries  I felt 
confident  of  more  than  ordinary  success  in  any  rencounter  with  the 
rebels. 

The  severe  labors  that  have  devolved  upon  me  since  taking  the 
division  have  prevented  my  finding  out  many  deserving  of  notice,  and 
I desire  to  thank  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  coininand  for  the  cheer- 
ful and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  duties  incessant 
and  arduous  by  day  and  by  night.  Chickahominy  and  White  Oak 
Swamp  will  bear  evidence  of  their  industry  for  generations.  While  the 
late  severe  service  has  not  been  so  brilliant  as  that  which  fell  to  other 
trooi)s,  it  will  ever  be  deemed  honor  enough  to  have  been  a member  of 
that  division  which  held  the  troops  of  Jackson  at  bay  across  the  Chick- 
ahominy, destroying  all  the  bridges,  which  held  tlie  advance  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  covered  the  rear 
safely  during  the  great  strategic  movement  from  Turkey  Creek  to  Har- 
rison’s Point. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Division, 

Capt.  C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

A,  A,  O.j  Keyes’’  Ddqrs.,  Fourth  Corps. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  WessellSj  TJ.  8.  Army.,  commanding  8ec- 
’ ond  Brigade^  of  operations  June  24:-July  2. 

Second  Brigade,  Peck’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Harrisoii^s  Landing.,  Va..,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  instructions  of  yesterday  I liave  the  honor 
to  report  the  movements  of  this  brigade  since  the  24th  ultimo,  at  wliich 
date  it  was  encamped  at  Poplar  Hill,  and  composed  of  the  Eighty-fifth, 
Ninety-second,  and  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  the  Eighty-fiftb, 
One  hundred  and  first,  and  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  Eighty-first  and  Ninety-eighth  New  Y^ork  Volunteers 
temimrarily  attached.  Having  prepared  that  camp  for  defense  at  the 
crossings  of  White  Oak  Swamp  by  extensive  slashings  and  rifie  pits  the 
brigade  moved  from  its  position  across  the  White  Oak  Swamj)  on  the 
28th  of  June,  and  bivouacked  same  day  on  the  Charles  City  road  near 
the  place  known  as  the  ‘‘Blacksmith’s  Shop.” 

On  the  following  day,  at  sundown,  the  movement  in  this  direction 
was  resumed  on  a cross-road,  accompanied  by  Pegan’s  and  Morgan’s 
batteries,  arriving  early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  at  the  farther  side 
of  the  large  opening  near  Haxall’s  Landing,  and  in  the  ev^ening  of  that 
day  crossed  the  open  plain  or  field  and  encamped  on  this  side  of  the 
clearing. 

On  tlie  day  following  the  brigade  changed  position,  being  jdaced  in 
line  of  battle  and  for  defense  near  the  road  to  Harrison’s  Landing  and 
on  the  high  ground  at  this  extremity  of  the  large  plain  referred  to,  on 
which  were  i)arked  the  several  wagon  trains  of  the  army.  Tlie  march 
of  the  several  corps  of  the  arinj^,  with  their  artillery  and  wagon  trains, 
was  commenced  during  the  night,  and  all  passed  the  point  occupied  by 
this  brigade  at  about  10  o’clock  on  the  moiming  of  July  2,  the  rear 
being  handsomely  covered  thus  far  by  Averell’s  cavalry  and  Buchanan’s 
brigade  of  regular  troops. 

Averell’s  command  then  moved  forward,  my  own  brigade  shortly  follow- 
ing, and  the  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  was  detailed  as  a rear 
guard  for  the  wagons.  As  it  had  now  rained  for  some  hours  the  con- 
(lition  of  the  road  (cut  up  by  such  a multitude  of  wheels)  began  to  be 
difficult,  and  the  movement  was  very  slow.  At  a mile  and  a half  I 
passed  Naglee’s  brigade,  of  the  same  division,  which  in  turn  fell  in  rear. 
Having  halted  my  brigade  in  the  field  near  this  camp  it  was  passed  by 
Naglee’s  brigade,  he  moving  to  this  side  of  the  creek,  now  forming  a 
portion  of  the  front  of  our  present  position.  The  crossing  was  here 
very  difficult,  but  one  wagon  passing  at  a time,  and  the  number  had 
accumulated  to  near  a thousand.  The  rear  guard  was  followed  uj)  by 
a force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  Some  skirmishing  ensued,  without  loss,  except  2 men  miss- 
ing from  the  Eighty-fifth,  and  the  infantry,  supported  by  Gregg’s  cav- 
alry, retired  to  the  vicinity  of  the  wagon  train.  Miller’s  battery,  of  four 
brass  pieces  joined,  the  brigade  before  the  commencement  of  the  march. 

It  being  found  impracticable  to  cross  the  wagons  that  night  1 was 
directed  to  remain  as  a guard,  and  at  once  placed  the  several  regiments 
in  the  best  position  for  defense,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  division.  Two  shots  were  fired  into  the 
l^lain  from  the  enemy’s  field  guns,  but  were  silenced  by  a few  rounds 
from  one  of  the  gunboats.  The  rain  continued  most  of  the  night  and 
several  hundred  wagons  remained  on  the  following  morning.  Addi- 
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tional  bridges  were  finally  constructed  and  the  movement  was  consid- 
erably accelerated,  so  that  by  about  6 o’clock  p.  m.  all  the  wagons  had 
passed.  During  the  day  I was  re-enforced  by  the  One  hundred  and 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fifty-sixth  i'lew  York  Volunteers. 
Gregg’s  cavalry  remained  until  the  last  and  performed  most  efficient 
service,  and  to  the  colonel  himself  I am  indebted  for  active  assistance 
during  the  arduous  and  trying  labor  attending  on  this  movement. 

The  train  of  wagons  having  crossed,  was  followed  by  Miller’s  battery, 
with  the  Fifty-sixth  and  Eighty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  all  taking 
position  in  line  on  this  side  of  the  creek  indicated  by  General  Peck,  who 
was  indefatigable  in  his  personal  exertions  to  preserve  order  and  provide 
security  in  this  delicate  movement.  The  Ninety-secondNew  York  Vol- 
unteers and  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  then 
crossed,  and  were  placed  in  ])osition  like  the  others.  They  in  turn  were 
followed  by  the  Eighty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania 
‘Volunteers  at  a suitable  interval,  the  Ninety-eighth  New  York  Volun- 
teers in  their  rear. 

The  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Ninety- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers  also  crossed  in  turn,  the  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers  being  left  as  a rear  guard.  The  outposts  still  re- 
mained in  imsition,  a cavalry  company  being  stationed  on  the  road  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  camp.  It  was  now  about  10 
o’clock  p.  m.;  the  pickets  were  carefully  withdrawn,  and  the  rearguard 
comi)leted  the  crossing  without  the  slightest  accident  at  about  11  o’clock, 
and  the  whole  brigade  in  line  of  battle  facing  the  rear. 

On  th'e  following  morning  the  camp  was  marked  out,  and  the  brigade 
pro(x^edcd  to  strengthen  its  position  by  the  construction  of  rifle  pits, 
slashing  timber  with  et^aulements  for  artillery,  and  is  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy. 

Very  respectfull}^,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commandmg. 

Oapt.  W.  H.  Morris, 

Adjt.  Gen.,  PecBs  Division. 


No.  93. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth 
Corps,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or 
Nelson’’ s Farm  {Frazier’s  Farm),  engagement  at  Turhey  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.,  July  8,  1862. 
General  : I have  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  the  general 
instructions  communicated  to  me  at  the  time  when  the  operations  of 
the  right  wing  of  this  army  were  confided  to  my  care  by  the  major- 
general  commanding,  the  extreme  flanking  force  was  disposed  with  a 
view  to  the  observation  of  the  bridges  crossing  the  Ohickahominy  at 
IMeadow  Bridges  and  Mechanicsville  and  the  line  through  Hanover  to 
the  Pamunkey.  There  were  mere  outposts  placed  at  these  bridges 
themselves,  the  supporting  force  being  strongly  posted  on  the  east  side 
of  Meadow,  or  Beaver  Creek,  which  runs  through  a ravine,  and  joins 
the  Chickahominy  about  a mile  east  of  Mechanicsville.  This  support- 
ing force  consisted  of  two  brigades  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  un- 
der the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Eeynolds.  The  remainder — 
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Meade’s  brigade,  of  McCall’s  division,  of  wliich  these  brigades  formed 
a part — was  held  in  reserve  with  Morell’s  and  Sykes’  divisions  on  Gaines’ 
Farm.  The  position  is  naturally  a strong  one.  To  increase  its  defen- 
sibility  earthworks  were  erected,  under  the  siii^ervision  of  General 
Reynolds,  and  masked  from  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

On  Thursday,  June  26,  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  the  bridges 
already  named.  In  accordance  with  directions  previouSy  given  the 
outposts,  observing  the  access  to  the  crossings,  fell  back  after  slight 
resistance  to  the  already  selected  line  of  battle  on  the  eastern  crest 
of  Meadow  Creek,  destroying  the  bridges  as  they  retired.  Meade’s 
brigade  was  immediately  advanced  to  the  support  of  Reynolds,  together 
Avith  Martindale’s  and  Griffin’s  brigades,  of  Morell’s  division.  General 
McCall  at  an  early  hour  joined  his  command  in  front.  The  road  par- 
allel to  the  Chickahominj^  intersected  the  line  of  troops  above  described 
near  its  left.  The  road  from  Mechanics Aulle  turns  just  before  reaching 
Meadow  Creek  Valley  and  runs  nearly  parallel  to  it,  thus  presenting 
the  flank  of  an  approaching  enemy  to  the  tire  of  troops  disputing  the 
passage.  Down  this  road  and  into  the  ravine  came  the  enemy’s  column 
in  good  order  and  great  force.  Our  troops  were  concealed  by  earth- 
works flanking  this  road  on  the  lower  side  of  the  ravine.  The  men 
coolly  reserved  their  fire  until  the  head  of  the  enemy’s  column  was 
nearly  across,  then  opened  a terribly  destructive  volley"  in  the  face  and 
flank  of  the  advancing  force.  The  survivors  turned  and  fled  in  con- 
sternation, and  no  second  attempt  was  made  in  force  to  cross  the  road. 

The  enemy  then  deployed  and  took  position  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  ravine,  placing  artillery  in  such  positions  as  they  could  select,  and 
from  tliat  time  until  after  dark  employed  their  time  mainly  in  persistent 
efforts  to  drive  us  from  our  position  by  mere  fire  of  musketry  and  artil- 
lery— efforts  which  I cannot  but  think  Avere  attended  with  double  the 
loss  to  them  that  Ave  suffered. 

The  firing  ceased  about  9 p.  m.  and  the  men  lay  on  their  arms  in 
ranks  as  they  had  stood  during  the  day,  while  exertions  were  being 
made  by  their  officers  to  refill  their  exhausted  cartridge  boxes  and  to 
bring  food  to  such  men  as  had  none  in  their  haversacks,  and  by  the 
medical  department  to  care  for  and  remoA^e  to  the  rear  the  wounded, 
happily  not  very  numerous  on  our  side.  All  Avas  made  ready  for  a 
renewal  of  the  contest  on  the  old  ground,  or  an  adA^ance  toAvard  Rich- 
mond via  the  bridges  Avhich  the  enemy  had  crossed,  should  our  success 
Av arrant  it.  During  the  night,  hoAvever,  as  the  commanding  general 
(who  had  joined  me  at  an  early  hour  in  the  afternoon  and  remained 
until  about  10  o’clock  at  night)  is  aAvare,  numerous  and  unvarying 
accounts  came  in  from  our  outposts  and  scouts  toward  the  Pamunkey 
which  tended  to  corroborate  the  previously  receh^ed  intelligence  of  the 
adAmnce  of  the  Avhole  of  Jackson’s  force  from  the  direction  of  Gordons- 
vill(‘,  Avhereby  our  right  was  to  be  effectually  flanked  without  at  all 
Aveakening  the  force  in  the  immediate  front  of  the  army. 

It  was  thus  rendered  necessary  to  select  which  side  of  the  Ghicka- 
hominy  should  be  held  in  force,  there  being  on  each  side  an  army  of 
our  enemies  equivalent  (in  connection  Avith  their  breastworks)  to  the 
whole  of  our  OAvn,  and  these  two  armies  and  defenses  AA^ell  connected 
Avith  each  other,  and  Avith  Richmond,  their  base.  But  for  the  concep- 
tion of  the  idea  of  a flank  moA^ement,  changing  our  base  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  James  River,  our  position  Avould  have  left  but  one  alterna- 
tive— a hasty  abandonment  of  our  attack  on  Richmond  and  a retirement 
by  the  Avay  \A^e  had  advanced.  The  former  plan,  however,  now  so  hap- 
pily accomplished,  Avhich  was  made  safe  by  its  very  boldness,  necessi- 
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tatecl  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  our  right.  The  commauding  general, 
however,  left  me,  with  the  intention  of  deciding,  on  information  he 
should  receive  on  arrival  at  his  own  headquarters,  Avhether  I should 
remain  where  I was  and  hold  Beaver  Creek,  or  retire  to  a i)osition 
selected  by  General  Barnard  near  Gaines’  Mill.  General  Barnard  re- 
mained with  me  to  conduct  my  command  to  the  new  position,  if  decided 
upon  to  withdraw  from  Mechanicsville. 

Immediately  after  pointing  out  to  me  the  new  ground.  General  Bar- 
nard left  me,  to  represent  the  state  of  affairs  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding and  the  necessity  for  additional  troops,  and  also  to  send  me 
axes,  that  the  proper  defenses  might  to  some  degree  be  prepared.  In 
accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding  for  this 
end,  received  about  2 a.  m.  on  the  27th,  the  retirement  from  Me- 
chanicsville was  begun  at  daylight  of  Friday,  the  27th  June.  The 
brigade  of  General  Seymour  was  the  last  to  start,  and  that  force,  under 
its  gallant  and  skillful  commander,  most  coolly  retired,  covering  the 
march  of  the  other  forces,  occupying  the  attention  of  the  foe  so  per- 
fectly that  ample  time  was  allowed  for  all,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery, 
wagons  and  wounded,  to  reach  their  designated  posts  in  the  line  where 
a new  stand  was  to  be  made  before  crossing  the  Chickahominy.  The 
guns  of  position  were  safely  removed  from  the  works  we  were  about 
to  abandon — works  overlooking  New  Bridge — and  during  the  action 
of  the  same  afternoon  did  us  good  auxiliary  service  by  tlie  lire  from 
Smith’s  position  beyond  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  open  plain  near 
those  works  were  posted  Tidball’s  and  liobertson’s  Horse  Batteries, 
which  carefully  watched  the  road  and  secured  the  retiring  troops  from 
the  enemy,  now  pressing  upon  Seymour’s  brave  baud.  All  finally  got 
securely  back  within  the  lines  selected  for  the  next  stand,  near  the  upijer 
bridges,  in  use  by  our  forces. 

General  Stoneman  during  the  events  above  described  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  force  which  was  detailed  to  guard  the  region  reaching  from 
Meadow  Bridges  to  the  Pamunkey.  To  his  cavalry  force  was  added 
the  Seventeenth  New  York  and  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiments. 
By  the  movements  of  the  enemy  this  command  became  cut  off  from  its 
connection  with  the  remainder  of  my  corps,  and  was  therefore  ordered 
to  White  House  to  aid  in  securing  the  Government  property  at  that 
point.  The  troops  have  since  safely  rejoined  me  via  the  York  and 
James  Elvers.  The  actions  in  which  my  corps  was  engaged  followed 
each  other  in  such  rapid  succession  after  this  auspicious  opening  that 
it  was  not  possible  between  each  two  to  make  a report  of  losses.  The 
sad  list  of  good  soldiers  whose  loss  reduced  my  noble  corps  by  so  large 
a part  of  its  numbers  in  so  short  a space  of  time  must  be  made  up  in 
one  report,  bearing  date  after  the  last  of  five  battles  fought  by  us  in 
five  successive  days. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Afist.  Adjt,  Gen.j  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Botomac. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing^  Ya.^  July  7,  1862. 
Genihial:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  27th  of 
June,  niter  the  successful  Avithdrawal  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army 
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from  Mechauicsville  and  its  encampment  on  Gaines^  and  Curtis’  farms, 
near  New  Bridge,  it  became  necessary  for  tbe  safety  of  the  material  to 
cover  the  bridges  connecting  with  the  main  army  across  the  Ohicka- 
hominy.  For  this  purpose  the  corps  was  disposed  in  a semicircle, 
liaving  its  extremities  resting  on  the  stream,  while  the  intermediate 
portion  occupied  the  ground  designated  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding, it  being  the  best  possible  for  defense  under  the  circum- 
stances. Part  of  the  front  was  covered  by  the  ravine  of  the  Gaines’ 
Mill  stream,  covered  with  trees  and  underbrush,  which  partially  masked 
our  force  and  screened  the  reserves  from  view. 

By  this  disposition  the  roads  from  Cold  Harbor  and  Mechanicsville, 
which  converge  at  that  point,  were  duly  covered  and  defended.  On  the 
front  thus  formed  were  posted  the  divisions  of  Morell  and  Sykes,  each 
brigade  having  in  reserve  two  of  its  own  regiments.  Portions  of  the 
divisions  of  artillery  of  Morell  and  Sykes  were  posted  to  sweep  the 
avenues  of  aiiiiroach.  The  rest  were  held  in  reserve.  McCall’s  divis- 
ion formed  a second  line  in  rear  of  the  woods  skirting  the  ravine, 
Keynolds’  brigade  being  posted  on  the  extreme  right,  to  cover  the 
approaches  from  Cold  Harbor  and  Dispatch  Station  to  Sumner’s  Bridge. 
General  Cooke,  with  his  cavalry,  was  instructed  to  take  a position  under 
the  hill  in  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy  to  watch  our  left  flank, 
and,  should  the  opportunity  occur,  to  strike  the  enemj^  on  the  plain. 
He  was  told  that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  on  the  hill.  The  troops 
remained  in  position  waiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy’s  columns, 
known  to  be  advancing  in  very  great  force.  Believing  my  force  too 
small  to  defend  successfully  this  long  line,  I asked  of  General  Barnard, 
who  had  selected  and  pointed  out  this  position,  to  represent  to  the 
major-general  commanding  the  necessity  of  re-enforcement,  and  he 
was  to  send  me  felling  axes  for  defensive  purposes. 

Deserters  from  their  ranks  and  loyal  citizens  of  Virginia  represented 
that  General  Jackson,  with  50,000  men,  had  united  his  forces  with 
those  of  Longstreet,  A.  P.  Hill,  and  D.  H.  Hill,  from  Eichmond,  and 
that  they  were  advancing,  with  the  determination  to  overwhelm  and 
crush  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  dust  from  the  immense  columns 
of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  for  miles,  and  soon  our  scouts  and  pickets 
warned  us  that  they  were  extending  over  pur  whole  front. 

About  2 o’clock  p.  m.  they  began  with  their  skirmishers  to  feel  for 
the  weakest  point  of  our  position,  and  soon  large  bodies  of  infantry, 
supported  by  a warm  fire  of  artillery,  engaged  our  whole  line.  Eepulsed 
in  every  direction,  a few  hours  of  ominous  silence  ensued,  indicating 
that  their  troops  were  being  massed  for  an  overwhelming  attack.  Our 
infantry  and  artillery  were  drawn  in  toward  the  center  and  posted 
to  meet  the  avalanche.  Ee-enforcements  were  again  asked  for,  and  all 
available  troops  were  sent  forward  by  the  major-general  commanding. 

About  6 o’clock  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack,  advancing  immense 
bodies  of  infantry,  under  cover  of  artillery,  along  the  road  from  Cold 
Harbor  to  Adams’  house,  immediately  upon  our  right  and  center, 
where  Sykes’  division  and  Griflin’s  brigade  were  placed.  This  furious 
attack  was  successfully  resisted  and  repulsed,  but  immediately  renewed 
by  fresh  troops.  The  reserves  were  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible 
into  the  woods  to  the  support  of  Griffin,  whose  regiments  were  relieved 
upon  the  exi)enditure  of  their  ammunition.  This  and  all  our  i)Ositions 
were  held  against  the  enormous  odds,  and  the  enemy  were  at  times 
driven  back  by  our  battalions  of  fresh  troops  as  they  were  successively 
thrown  into  action.  At  each  repulse  by  us  fresh  troops  were  thrown 
by  the  enemy  upon  our  exhausted  forces,  and  in  such  numbers  and  so 
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rapidly  that  it  appeared  as  if  their  reserves  were  inexhaustible.  The 
action  now  extending  throughout  our  entire  lines,  the  brigades  of  Mc- 
Call were  successively  thrown  forward  to  give  support  to  MorelPs  hard- 
pressed  division.  The  promised  re-enforcements  (Slocum’s  division) 
arrived  just  as  the  last  of  McCall’s  troops  had  been  sent  in  to  the  relief 
of  those  of  Morell’s  battalions  whose  ammunition  had  been  exhausted, 
or  to  take  the  place  of  those  which  had  been  nearly  cut  to  pieces.  New- 
ton’s brigade,  of  Slocum’s  division,  being  in  the  advance,  was  promptly 
led,  regiment  after  regiment,  to  the  right  of  Griffin’s  brigade,  of  Morell’s 
division,  and  the  left  of  Sykes’  division  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
by  its  gallant  commander,  and  was  soon  followed  in  the  same  manner 
by  Taylor’s  brigade,  each  regiment  relieving  the  regiment  in  advance 
as  soon  as  the  ammunition  of  the  latter  was  exhausted. 

In  the  mean  time  Sykes,  hard  i)ressed  on  the  right,  maintaining  his 
ground  with  all  the  obstinacy  of  the  regulars  and  the  spirit  of  the  vol- 
unteers, required  support,  and  Bartlett’s  brigade,  of  Slocum’s  division, 
was  sent  to  his  relief.  A portion,  however,  of  Newton’s  brigade  had 
already  been  pushed  in  to  the  assistance  of  his  left. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Slocum’s  brigade,  Eeynolds,  having  repulsed 
the  enemy  in  his  front,  and  hearing  the  tremendous  contest  on  his  left, 
had,  acting  under  a true  maxim  and  with  the  generous  spirit  of  a soldier, 
moved  to  the  sound  of  cannon,  and  led  his  men,  regiment  after  regiment, 
where  our  hard-i)ressed  forces  required  most  assistance.  As  each  regi- 
ment entered  the  woods  to  the  relief  of  their  exhausted  companions 
the  effect  was  immediately  shown  by  the  enemy  being  driven  before 
them,  as  evidenced  by  the  sound  of  musketry  growing  more  and  more 
distant.  Some  regiments  which  had  been  withdrawn  after  having 
exhausted  their  ammunition  reformed,  replenished  their  boxes,  and 
returned,  in  one  case  even  for  the  third  time,  to  this  unequal  contest. 
For  each  regiment  thrown  into  action  there  seemed  to  be  two  or  three 
fresh  regiments  brought  up  by  the  enemy,  but  our  men  maintained 
their  own,  and  necessarily  repulsed  them  until  the  last  regiment  had 
been  advanced. 

As  if  for  a final  effort,  just  as  darkness  was  covering  everything  from 
view,  the  enemy  massed  his  fresh  regiments  on  the  right  and  left  and 
threw  them  with  overpowering  force  against  our  thinned  and  wearied 
battalions.  In  anticipation  of  this  our  artillery,  which  till  now  had 
been  well  engaged  at  favorable  points  of  the  field  in  dealing  destruc- 
tion upon  the  enemy  or  held  in  reserve,  was  now  thrown  to  the  front 
to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  our  retiring  troops.  The  batteries  already 
engaged  continued  playing  on  the  coming  horde,  while  the  others  (in 
all  about  eighty  guns)  successively  opened  as  our  troops  withdrew  from 
in  front  of  their  fire,  and  checked  in  some  places,  in  others  drove  back, 
the  advancing  masses. 

All  appeared  to  be  doing  well,  our  troops  withdrawing  in  order  to 
the  cover  of  the  guns,  the  enemy  retiring,  and  victory,  so  far  as  posses- 
sion of  the  field  was  concerned,  had  already  settled  upon  our  banners, 
when,  to  my  great  surprise,  the  artillery  on  the  left  were  thrown  into 
confusion  by  a charge  of  cavalry  coming  from  the  front.  With  no 
infantry  to  support,  these  and  the  other  batteries  limbered  up  and 
moved  to  the  rear — some  with  deliberation  and  only  after  dealing 
destruction  to  the  enemy  ; others  in  haste,  but  without  confusion,  leav- 
ing the  battle-field  with  no  enemy  upon  it.  The  explanation  of  this  is 
that  although  the  cavalry  had  been  directed  early  in  the  day  to  keep 
below  the  hill  and  under  no  circumstances  to  appear  upon  the  crest, 
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but  to  operate,  if  a favorable  opportunity  offered,  against  the  flank  of 
the  enemy  in  the  bottom-land.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  8t.  George  Cooke,  doubt- 
less misinformed,  ordered  it,  as  I have  since  learned,  to  charge  between 
our  infantry  and  artillery  upon  the  enemy  on  our  left  flank,  who  had 
not  yet  emerged  from  the  woods.  This  charge,  executed  in  the  face  of 
a withering  fire  of  infantry  and  in  the  midst  of  heavy  cannonading, 
resulted,  of  course,  in  their  being  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  be- 
wildered horses,  regardless  of  the  efforts  of  the  riders,  wheeled  about, 
and  dashing  through  the  batteries,  convinced  the  gunners  that  they 
were  charged  by  the  enemy.  To  this  alone  is  to  be  attributed  our  fail- 
ure to  hold  the  battle-field  and  to  bring  off  all  our  guns  and  wounded. 

At  this  juncture  the  cheering  shouts  of  Brigadier- Generals  French’s 
and  Meagher’s  men  were  heard  advancing  to  our  support.  Although 
they  came  too  late  to  give  us  the  aid  required  to  drive  back  the  already 
retiring  foe,  they  gave  renewed  courage  and  confidence  to  our  men, 
whose  regiments  formed  under  their  protection  and  were  all  withdrawn 
that  night,  with  the  material  and  supplies,  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Chickahominy.  Thus  was  accomplished,  with  defeat  and  heavy  loss  to 
the  euemy,  the  withdrawal  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  in  execution 
of  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding.  In  these  two  severe 
contests  of  Mechanicsville  and  the  Chickahominy  the  country  has  to 
deplore  the  loss  of  many  gallant  and  brave  men. 

In  so  unequal  a struggle  (one  to  three)  our  losses  may  be  considered 
as  small.  It  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  skill  of  the  officers  and  the 
bravery  and  discipline  of  the  men. 

For  our  success  at  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville  I desire  especially  to 
commend  the  admirable  dispositions  made  by  Brigadier- Generals  Eey- 
nolds  and  Seymour,  owing  to  which,  with  the  skillful  management  of 
their  men,  the  losses  were  few.  In  this  latter  respect  (the  excellent 
posting  of  his  men)  I also  commend  Brigadier-General  Griffin.  I desire 
to  express  my  thanks  for  the  service  rendered  by  those  in  charge  of 
our  siege  guns,  referred  to  above,  which  had  been  previously  moved 
across  the  Chickahominy  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Smith, 
in  checking  by  their  destructive  fire  the  enemy  from  advancing  upon 
our  left.  At  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy  I desire  especially  to  call 
to  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  the  conduct  of  Brigadier- 
General  Sykes  and  of  his  brigade  commanders.  Colonel  Warren,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Buchanan,  and  Major  Lovell,  who  for  hours,  by  the 
admirable  disposition  of  their  men,  drove  back  the  enemy  and  main- 
tained their  ground  against  fearful  odds ; to  Brigadier-General  Morell 
and  his  brigade  commanders,  Martindale,  Butterfield,  and  Griffin,  who 
yielded  their  position  in  the  front  only  after  their  ammunition  was  ex- 
pended and  their  regiments  much  cut  up ; to  Brigadier-General  McCall 
and  his  brigade  commanders,  Eeynolds,  Meade,  and  Seymour,  who 
successively  led  their  regiments  in.to  the  thickest  of  the  fight  to  support 
and  relieve  their  exhausted  commands ; to  Brigadier-Generals  Newton 
and  Taylor,  who  also  conducted  their  regiments  to  the  support  of 
Morell  and  McCall  5 to  Colonel  Bartlett,  commanding  brigade,  Slo- 
cum’s division,  who  gallantly  assisted  General  S^^kes  and  repulsed 
charges  of  the  enemy 5 to  Captain  Locke,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Captains  Kirkland  and  Mason,  Lieutenants  Monteith  and  McQuade, 
and  Lieutenant  Weld,  members  of  my  staff*,  the  gallantry  of  all  of 
whom  was  conspicuous,  and  whose  services  in  carrying  orders,  conduct- 
ing re- enforcements,  directing  batteries,  and  rallying  troops  were  no  less 
valuable  than  those  of  the  commanders  themselves;  and  to  Dr.  Lyman, 
medical  director,  for  his  prompt  care  and  attention  to  the  wounded. 
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• I beg  leave  also  to  express  my  tbauks  for  the  service  rendered  dur- 
ing part  of  the  engagement  by  the  aides  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing, Lieutenant- Colonel  Eadowitz,  Major  Harnmerstein,  and  Gapts. 
Louis  Philippe  and  Eobert  d’Orleans,  whose  courage  and  energy  were 
conspicuous  among  many  brave  men  on  that  day’s  field.  I also  in  this 
connection  exi)ress  my  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Hoyt,  aide 
to  General  Butterfield,  who,  like  all  the  above  aides  (mine  included), 
inspired  our  men  with  confidence  when  rallying  them  in  their  retreat 
and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

I cannot  further  mention  individual  acts.  I give  merely  those  in 
elevated  position  whose  conduct  came  under  my  own  observation  and 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  services  of  each  command.  Many  other 
cases  of  merit  must  be  left  for  a more  detailed  report. 

In  the  operations  above  detailed  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  losses 
were  necessarily  severe,  but  our  objects  were  gained  in  the  unmolested 
concentration  of  our  army  with  all  its  siege  guns  and  material.  Among 
the  officers  lost  to  us  I regret  being  obliged  to  number  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Eeynolds,  Major  Glitz,  Captain  Whiting,  and  Lieut.  S.  M.  Weld, 
my  aide,  and  Captain  Chambliss,  who  were  taken  prisoners  near  the 
close  of  the  contest.  The  country  will  mourn  the  loss  of  Colonels  Gove, 
of  the  Twenty"  second  Massachusetts;  McLane,  of  the  Eighty-third,  and 
Black,  of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania,  killed  in  action — genial  men 
and  gallant  officers,  who  had  distinguished  themselves  on  previous 
occasions;  Maj.  E.  B.  Eossell,  Third  Infantry,  and  some  others  who 
have  not  yet  been  officially  reported  to  me. 

Detailed  reports  of  commanders  will  be  forwarded  as  they  are  re- 
ceived. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE. 

July  12. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I have  learned  that  the  call  for  troops 
and  axes,  intrusted  to  General  Barnard  early  in  the  day,  was  never 
delivered  to  the  commanding  general.  Axes  were  again  called  for,  but 
delivered  at  too  late  an  hour  to  be  helved  and  used.  Two  hundred 
men  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  detailed  to  helve  them,  w^ere  all  of 
that  regiment  saved  from  capture  or  destruction.  The  barricades  i)re- 
pared  by  borrowing  the  axes  of  the  artillery  insured  desperate  and 
prolonged  resistance,  and  had  the  call  for  axes  first  asked  for  and  the 
troops  been  delivered  and  filled,  the  fate  of  the  day  and  the  result  of 
the  camx^aign  ux)on  the  prolonged  contest  between  the  two  sections  of 
our  country  may  have  been  most  materially  changed. 

F.  J.  POETEE, 

Major- General. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing^  Fa.,  July  8,  18fi2. 

General:  On  the  29th  of  June,  the  major-general  commanding  hav- 
ing decided  to  move  on  the  following  day  the  whole  of  the  material  of 
the  army  to  a jjosition  on  the  James  Eiver  near  Turke3^  Island,  I was 
directed,  with  Morell’s  and  Sykes’  divisions  and  a portion  of  the  reserve 
artillery,  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Turkey  Bridge,  and  there  select 
and  hold  a iiosition  behind  which  the  army  could  be  withdrawn  in 
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safety.  I moved  the  command  at  sundown  that  eveuing  on  New  Market 
road  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  hut,  ignorant  of  the  country,  having  but 
one  guide,  we  were  misled  that  night  and  did  not  succeed  in  reaching 
our  destination  until  the  following  morning  at  9 o’clock,  w here  I had 
two  hours  earlier  selected  a position  on  Malvern  Hill  west  of  Turkey 
Bridge.  This  hill  commanded  all  the  roads  leading  from  Eichmond  and 
Ohickahominy  Swamp  to  James  Eiver  which  converge  at  Turkey  Bridge. 
Here  as  soon  as  possible  were  posted  the  two  divisions,  thoroughly  cov- 
ering the  Eiver  road  and  the  debouch^  from  the  New  Market,  Charles 
City,  and  Williamsburg  roads.  Warren’s  brigade,  of  Sykes’  division, 
was  posted  in  the  valley  of  the  creek,  across  the  Eiver  road,  to  prevent 
the  left  flank  from  being  turned  by  an  advance  from  Eichmond  along 
the  road.  Through  the  command  thus  posted  passed  in  safety  the 
supply  trains  of  many  of  the  divisions  and  the  reserve  artillery  of  the 
army,  the  current  only  ceasing  to  flow  at  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  30th  of 
June. 

At  about  this  liour  the  enemy  began  to  appear  and  to  feel  our  front, 
and  about  5 o’clock  showed  themselves  in  large  force,  advancing  upon 
our  left  flank.  Under  the  cover  of  the  woods  skirting  the  Eiver  road 
the  enemy  planted  his  artillery  to  engage  our  main  force  on  Malvern 
Hill,  while  his  infantry,  with  some  artillery,  moved  direct  upon  Colonel 
Warren,  with  whom  he  was  soon  engaged. 

The  enemy’s  demonstration  soon  brought  upon  him  the  concentrated 
Are  of  some  thirty  guns,  together  with  the  infantry  fire  of  Colonel  War- 
ren’s troops.  Under  these  influences  the  force  which  had  advanced 
against  that  part  of  our  line  incontinently  retreated,  leaving  two  guns 
in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Warren  and  numerous  evidences  of  the  destruc- 
tiveness of  the  artillery  which  crowned  the  crest  of  Malvern  Hill. 

In  this  connection  should  be  mentioned  with  due  acknowledgment 
the  help  of  the  gunboats,  whose  well-directed  fire  of  heavy  shells  gav^e 
the  very  greatest  support,  moral  and  physical,  to  the  efforts  by  which 
this  determined  onslaught  was  repulsed.  The  assaulting  column  is 
understood  to  have  consisted  of  15,000  men,  under  General  Henry  A. 
Wise,  being  part  or  the  whole  of  the  division  commanded  by  General 
Holmes.  This  is  known  as  the  battle  of  Turkey  Bridge. 

While  the  battle  was  taking  place,  McCall’s  division,  i^osted  on  the 
New  Market  road  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  our  trains,  was  attacked 
by  the  enemy  in  immense  force.  He  maintained  his  place  till  night-fall, 
when  the  surviving  portion  of  his  command  rejoined  the  corps,  coming 
in  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Seymour,  the  only  remain- 
ing general  officer  on  duty.  I have  here  to  regret  the  loss  of  Brigadier- 
General  McCall,  commandiug  division,  taken  prisoner,  and  of  the  serv- 
ices of  Brigadier-General  Meade,  severely  wounded,  and  of  many  other 
valuable  field  and  line  officers,  as  well  as  many  brave  men. 

This  action  (the  battle  of  New  Market  road)  lasted  from  about  4 p.  m. 
till  after  dark,  during  which  period  the  remainder  of  the  trains  of  the 
whole  army  had  successfully  passed  the  contested  point  and  reached 
a place  of  safety  within  the  interior  lines  of  the  army.  To  Generals 
McCall’s,  Meade’s,  and  Seymour’s  reports,  to  be  made  and  forwarded 
hereafter,  I must  refer  for  the  details  of  the  battle  of  New  Market  road, 
and  to  Generals  Couch  and  Warren  for  those  of  Turkey  Bridge. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Botomac. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing^  Va.^  July  8,  1802. 

General  : While  the  battle  of  Turkey  Bridge  was  taking  place  the 
necessary  arrangements  were  being  made  to  resist  the  enemy  coming 
from  the  direction  of  NTew  Market  and  Charles  City,  who,  as  a natural 
consequence  of  previous  operations,  might  be  expected  to  launch  on 
the  following  day  his  whole  power  against  this  force,  with  the  hope  of 
annihilating  it  and  destroying  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  corps 
felt  the  responsibility  and  accepted  it. 

The  position  in  which  we  were  thrown  had  certain  elements  of  great 
strength,  and  was  the  best  adapted  for  a battle-held  of  any  with  which 
we  have  so  far  been  favored.  An  elevated  plateau  covered  the  con- 
verging roads  and  was  fronted  to  a certain  extent  with  defensible 
ravines  and  low  grounds,  over  which  our  artillery  had  excellent  play. 
Gn  the  night  of  the  battle  of  Turkey  Bridge  the  division  of  General 
IMorell  was  i)laced  on  the  right  of  the  line,  with  a portion  of  his  division 
artillery  and  of  Hunt^s  reserve  artillery;  the  division  of  General  Sykes 
on  the  left,  with  the  same  support,  and  the  reserve  artillery,  under 
Colonel  Hunt,  advantageously  posted  for  general  efficiency,  crowning 
the  crest  of  Malvern  flill.  In  this  position  the  corps  lay  on  its  arms 
during  the  night  and  waited  the  attack,  which  took  place  at  about  4 in 
the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  July. 

Couch’s  division,  which  had  been  sent  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of 
June  to  General  Sumner,  remained  in  support  of  our  immediate  right, 
and,  like  our  own  force,  lay  on  its  arms  through  the  intermediate  time. 

On  the  following  morning,  July  1,  the  lines  were  visited  and  recti- 
fied by  the  major-general  commanding,  and  Generals  Heintzelman 
and  Sumner,  who  had  retired  from  White  Oak  Swamp  within  our  lines 
during  the  night,  took  position  on  the  right  of  Couch,  prepared  to  resist 
attack  or  give  sui^port  to  the  left  and  center,  as  circumstances  should 
require.  Our  position  was  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  heavy  artil- 
lery under  Colonel  Tyler,  whose  ten  siege  guns  were  posted  so  as  to 
control  the  Eiver  road  and  sweep  our  left  flank,  and  by  firing  over  the 
heads  of  our  own  men  to  reach  the  enemy,  advancing  on  the  Charles 
City  road. 

At  about  1 o’clock  j).  m.  the  enemy  commenced  with  his  artillery 
and  skirmishers,  feeding  along  our  whole  front,  and  kept  up  a desultory 
firing  till  about  4 with  but  little  effect.  During  this  firing  General 
Sumner,  having  withdrawn  under  the  crest  of  the  hill  behind  Malvern 
house  a portion  of  his  corps,  directed  me  to  do  the  same  with  mine.  I 
could  not  at  once  refer  to  the  major-general  commanding  then  on  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  protested  against  such  a movement  as  disastrous 
to  us,  adding  that  as  the  major-general  commanding  had  seen  and 
approved  my  disposition,  and  also  General  Couch’s,  I could  not  change 
without  his  order,  which  could  soon  be  obtained  if  desirable.  He  de- 
sisted, and  the  enemy  was  soon  upon  us,  compelling  him  to  recall  his 
own  corps. 

The  same  ominous  silence  which  had  preceded  the  attack  in  force  at 
Gaines’  ]\liH  now  intervened,  lasting  till  about  0 o’clock,  at  which  time 
the  enemy  (General  John  B.  Magruder’s  corps)  opened  upon  us  sud- 
denly with  the  full  force  of  his  artillery,  and  at  once  began  to  ])ush 
forward  his  columns  of  infantry  to  the  attack  of  our  positions.  Begi- 
ment  after  regiment,  and  sometimes  whole  brigades,  were  thrown 
against  our  batteries,  but  our  infantry  withheld  their  fire  till  they  were 
witliin  short  distance  (artillery  mowing  them  down  with  canister),  dis- 
persed the  columns  in  every  case,  and  in  some  instances  followed  the 
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retiring  mass,  driving  them  with  the  bayonet,  capturing  prisoners,  and 
also  flags  and  other  trophies,  some  of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  youi 
headquarters. 

This  contest  was  maintained  by  Morelfls  and  Couch’s  divisions,  the 
forjner  supported  by  Sykes,  who  had  thrown  some  of  his  regimeots  to 
the  front  and  dispersed  a large  column  attempting  to  take  us  in  flank. 
A portion  of  the  reserve  artillery  was  also  here  in  action.  While  the 
battle  was  x^roceeding,  seeing  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  our  men 
and  accumulating  his  masses  to  i)our  fresh  troops  upon  them,  I called 
for  aid  from  General  Sumner,  which  call  was  promptly  responded  to 
by  the  arrival  of  General  Meagher,  with  his  brigade,  billowed  by  that 
of  Sickles,  which  General  Heintzelman  voluntarily  and  generously 
sent  to  complete  the  contest.  These  brigades  I posted — Sickles  on 
the  right  of  Couch  and  Meagher  on  the  left  of  Morell  and  in  their  sup- 
port— with  instructions  to  x>ush  their  regiments  forward  in  echelon  of 
about  100  paces,  extending  to  the  rear  from  the  right  or  left  of  Conch’s 
division,  to  relieve  those  in  advance  Avhose  ammunition  had  been  ex- 
liended  and  to  drive  the  enemy.  These  directions  were  promptly  and 
successfully  executed.  McCall’s  (now  Seymour’s)  division  was  held  in 
reserve. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Hunt  hastened  and  brought  uj)  artillery 
to  relieve  the  batteries  whose  ammunition  had  been  exhausted  and 
who  had  successfully  borne  the  brunt  of  the  engagement  throughout 
the  day.  Long  after  the  enemy’s  infantry  was  driven  in  disorder  from 
the  field  and  our  own  troops  withheld  from  the  desired  ]jursuit  these 
fresh  batteries  (one  of  them  of  32-pounder  howitzers)  sent  their  missiles 
in  destructive  search  after  the  rear  of  his  column,  silencing  the  guns 
he  placed  in  position  to  cover  his  retreat.  The  lateness  of  the  hour 
(9  1).  m.)  did  not  permit  us  to  pursue  the  enemy  farther,  maintaining 
due  regard  to  the  security  of  the  army,  of  which  we  were  simply  a rear 
guard,  even  had  we  had  ammunition  and  provisions,  in  both  of  which 
particulars  our  men  were  sadly  deficient. 

For  this  brilliant  action  of  my  corps,  inflicting  on  the'  enemy  a blow 
which  under  other  circumstances  might  have  been  followed  ux)  To  a 
decisive  victory,  we  can  only  claim  that  the  success  obtained  secured 
for  the  army  the  following  days  of  x^eaceful  and  undisturbed  retirement 
to  Harrison’s  Landing,  so  essential  to  rest,  recruit,  and  security. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  excellent  disx^ositions  of  the  reserve 
artillery  made  by  Colonel  Hunt  and  the  x3i‘om])tness  with  whicfli  bat- 
teries under  the  immediate  directions  of  Maj.  William  Hays  and  Oapt. 
George  W.  Getty  were  always  at  hand  when  wanted  to  relieve  others 
or  to  open  fire  in  new  x^ositions,  and  also  for  valuable  services,  both  by 
advice  and  action,  received  of  him  and  of  his  assistants. 

Colonel  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  rendered  me  valuable 
service  as  volunteer  aide  during  the  action,  and  to  him  was  confided 
the  command  of  the  rear  guard,  which  held  the  x>osition  keexflng  the 
enemy  in  check  by  the  boldest  demonstrations  during  the  march  which 
ensued  on  the  following  day  from  Malvern  Hill  to  Harrison’s  Landing. 
His  disxpositions  were  in  every  respeid  brilliant  in  concex^tion  and  satis- 
factory in  result.  Under  the  x^rotection  of  his  regiment  and  Buchanan’s 
brigade  of  regulars  and  Tidball’s  battery  all  the  trooxis  and  all  the  trains 
were  safely  and  in  x>roper  order  and  time  brought  to  this  depot. 

Eeports  of  the  commanders  of  divisions  will  soon  be  xtresented,  when 
I shall  take  occasion  to  bring  to  the  sx)ecial  notice  of  the  major-general 
commanding  many  officers  to  whose  services  are  due  the  successes  of 
the  day  and  who  merit  reward.  Among  the  many  noble  sx3irits  taken 
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from  us  in  tliis  battle  I have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  brave,  gallant, 
and  beloved  Colonel  Woodburj^,  Fourth  Michigan  Yolunteeis,  and 
Colonel  Cass,  Ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  had  escaped  the 
dangers  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines^  Mill,  and  who  were  about  to 
see  their  noble  efforts  and  those  of  their  comrades  crowned  with  suc- 
cess and  themselves  with  honor. 

In  presenting  this  my  hasty  and  preliminary  report  of  the  services 
of  this  corps  and  of  those  commands  which  accidentally  or  by  order 
served  with  it,  I cannot  close  it  without  a tribute  in  general  terms  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  have  day  after  day  contended  suc- 
cessfully against  immense  odds  in  severe  battles,  made  long  marches, 
endured  exposure,  fatigue,  and  hunger  without  a murmur,  and  patiently 
awaited  attack  of  the  immense  forces  of  the  enemy  pouring  upon  us 
with  a confidence  of  success.  Cheered  by  the  example  of  their  officers ; 
held  together  by  mutual  confidence,  arising  from  strict  discipline; 
relying  under  Providence  in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  this  gallant 
band  has  on  three  occasions  withstood  the  brunt  of  attack  of  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  finally  driven  him  from  the  field  when  expect- 
ing success  to  crown  his  efforts — that  success  the  capture  or  destruction 
of  this  army.  I am  gratified  to  be  able  to  add  that  in  this  movement 
of  the  army  to  its  new  base,  hard  pressed  as  it  has  been  at  times,  the 
corps  has  maintained  its  discipline  and  unity,  and  with  its  accustomed 
cheerfulness  and  confidence  has  ever  been  and  is  now  ready  for  any 
duty  required  of  it. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETER, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

July  8,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  for  the  Government 
at  Washington  four  rebel  flags  taken  in  battle  by  different  commands  of 
this  corps.  Two  were  captured  by  the  Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Reserve  Corps  at  the  battle  on  the  New  Market  Road,  June 
30,  1862 ; another  at  the  same  time  and  place  by  the  Ninth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Reserve  Corps,  and  the  fourth  by  the  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Butterfield^s  brigade,  MorelFs  division, 
at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  1862. 

I desire  to  state  that  another  flag  was  taken  by  a regiment  of  Couches 
division  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  from  a rebel  regiment  which  had 
been  already  cut  to  pieces  by  the  destructive  fire  of  Kingsbury^s  bat- 
tery. This  flag  is  properly  a trophy  of  this  battery,  although  it  is  held 
and  claimed  by  the  above  named  regiment  of  Couch’s  division. 

An  account  of  the  capture  of  these  flags  is  attached  to  each,  with  the 
names  of  the  regiments  to  which  they  belonged,  as  well  as  the  names 
of  the  captors. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

July  8.  1802. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  an  additional  liag-  captured 
from  the  rebels  at  the  battle  of  the  Ghickahominy  June  27,  1862,  by  the 
Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Marshall, 
Martiudale’s  brigade,  MorelPs  division.  Porter’s  corps,  aud  supposed 
to  have  belonged  to  the  First  Tennessee  Battalion.  Sergt.  John  Marks, 
Company  D,  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  the  captor. 

Yon  will  please  cause  this,  with  the  rest  of  the  flags,  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POUTER, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  94. 

Beport  of  Col.  John  F.  Farnsworth.^  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.^  of  slcirmish 
near  Hanover  Court-Mouse,  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’’ 
and  slcirmish  at  Dispatch  Station. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Regiment  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Camp  on  James  River.,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a brief  report  of  the  doings  of  my  command 
from  the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  26th  of  June  until  the 
28th,  inclusive : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  about  7 o’clock,  the  rebels  commenced 
the  attack  upon  my  picket  some  6 miles  north  of  Mechanicsville,  on 
the  Hanover  Court-House  road.  At  that  time  my  pickets  extended 
from  the  farm  of  the  widow  Crenshaw,  by  the  way  of  Atlee’s  and  Shady 
Grove  Church,  to  the  place  of  attack,  a company  being  stationed  at 
each  of  those  four  places,  Major  Dustin,  of  my  regiment,  in  charge  ot 
the  whole  line,  and  Capt.  R.  M.  Hooker,  with  his  company  (11),  on  the 
right.  Major  Dustin  and  Captain  Hooker  had  gone  up  the  road 
toward  Hanover  a short  distance  and  were  returning  to  the  pickets, 
when  they  were  fired  upon  by  a party  of  the  enemy  in  ambush.  They 
immediately  wheeled  into  the  road  (it  was  thickly  wooded)  and  rode 
rapidly  by  a circuitous  route  to  join  the  company.  Ca])tain  Hooker 
being  seriously,  and  I fear  mortally,  wounded  b}^  this  fire,  gave  out  and 
was  obliged  to  dismount,  aud  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy. 

The  major  joined  the  company  and  at  once  reported  the  attack  and 
position  of  matters.  Immediately  notified  all  the  companies  on  picket 
to  be  on  the  alert.  I also  sent  two  companies  to  re-enforce  Major  Dus- 
tin, under  command  of  Major  Clendeuiu,  and  also  a compaiQ^  to  obstruct 
the  road  upon  which  the  rebels  were  advancing,  by  felling  trees,  tearing 
up  bridges,  &c.,  as  much  as  possible.  My  pickets  on  the  right,  being 
hard  pressed  by  infantry  and  cavalry,  fell  back  slowly,  constantly  skir- 
mishing. Soon  after  Captain  Dana,  who  was  on  picket  at  Atlee’s,  sent 
me  word  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  his  pickets  at  Hughes’  Store,  and 
were  approaching  in  force.  I directed  Captain  Dana  to  fall  back 
slowly  in  the  direction  of  Shady  Grove  Churcli  and  form  a junction 
with  my  force  there,  which  he  did. 
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About  3 o’clock  I learned  that  a crossing  had  also  been  effected  b^ 
the  enemy  at  Meadow  Bridge,  when  the  company  at  Mrs.  Crenshaw’s, 
being  informed  of  it,  also  to  avoid  being  cut  off',  fell  back  and  joined 
some  companies  of  the  Bucktail  Eilies,  who  were  on  picket  at  the  bridge 
and  upon  the  said  road. 

Skirmishing  continued  during  the  whole  day,  mj^  men  frequently 
driving  back  the  advanced  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  upon  the  main 
body,  but,  being  advanced  upon  by  large  forces  of  infantry,  were  obliged 
to  give  way.  They,  however,  held  them  at  bay  so  much  that  not  until 
between  3 and  4 o’clock  p.  m.  did  the  rebels  make  their  appearance  in 
Mechanicsville,  and  during  all  that  time  my  men  were  entirely  unsup- 
ported by  either  infantry  or  artillerj".  L then  brought  in  my  men  from 
that  route.  At  about  1 o’clock  I sent  a company,  under  Captain  Whit- 
ney, up  the  Pole  Green  Church  road,  and  ascertained  that  the  rebels 
had  sent  a force,  who  were  approaching  by  that  road.  General  Martin- 
dale,  being  informed  of  this,  at  once  so  disposed  his  force  as  to  check 
them,  otherwise  they  would  inevitably  have  cut  off*  the  rear  of  the 
forces  under  General  Eeynolds  at  Mechanicsville.  At  night  I put  out 
companies  upon  the  Old  Church  road  and  the  Pole  Green  Church  road, 
and  lield  the  main  body  of  my  command  in  hand  near  the  intersection 
of  these  roads. 

On  the  following  morning,  leaving  one  company  under  Captain  Medill 
at  the  corner  of  the  roads  to  cover  the  column  and  give  notice  to  Gen- 
eral Eeynolds  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  by  the  Pole  Green  Church 
road,  with  the  balance  of  my  command  I fell  back  in  the  rear  of  the 
forces  of  General  Martindale  to  Old  Cold  Harbor.  Captain  Medill 
joined  me,  bringing  up  15  fat  cattle  which  had  been  abandoned  by 
some  quartermaster  and  which  Captain  Medill  snatched  from  the  very 
front  of  the  enemy.  During  the  preceding  night  Dr.  Hard,  the  efficient 
surgeon  of  my  regiment,  succeeded  in  removing  all  my  sick  and  wounded, 
some  40  in  numl)er,  from  my  hospital  and  sending  them  to  the  White 
House  Landing  in  safety. 

Several  times  on  Friday  I sent  messages  through  to  General  Stone- 
man  in  safety,  the  last  time  by  your  request.  On  Friday  afternoon  by 
your  request  I dispatched  Companies  E and  K,  under  Captains’  Farns- 
worth and  Kelley,  to  Dispatch  Station,  to  picket  and  guard  the  ap- 
I)roaches  thereal30uts.  They  saw  no  enemy  until  the  following  morn- 
ing, but  during  the  night  they  gathered  up  and  sent  across  the 
Chickahomiuy  near  the  railroad  bridge  numerous  stragglers  from  our 
own  army  from  the  battle-field  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

On  Saturday  morning,  however,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  made  their  ap- 
pearance. Skirmishing  began  and  continued  until  afternoon,  when, 
artillery  coming  ui),  my  companies  were  obliged  to  fall  back  across 
the  ford  at  Bottom’s  Bridge.  During  the  forenoon,  however,  they 
succeeded  in  getting  away  all  the  sick  and  wounded,  with  the  surgeons 
and  nurses  from  the  hospital  at  Dispatch  Station,  who  were  not  in- 
formed of  the  proximity  of  the  rebels  until  so  informed  by  my  officers. 
They  also  removed  all  the  teams,  wagons,  and  ambulances,  and  what 
hospital  stores  they  could  carry,  and  then  burned  the  building  with  the 
remainder.  They  also  killed  several  of  the  enemy,  including  the  officer 
commanding  the  cavalry,  whose  horse  was  brought  in  by  the  man 
(Sergeant  Freelove)  who  killed  him. 

During  the  battle  of  Friday  afternoon  the  balance  of  my  command 
stood  to  horse  until  a x^ortion  of  your  forces  gave  way,  when,  seeing  the 
confusion,  I directed  my  men  to  mount,  then  dej^loyed  them  so  as  to 
stop  the  rout  as  far  as  possible.  I regret  to  say  we  succeeded  only 
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piirtially,  crossing  the  Ohickahominy  that  night  about  11  o’clock  and 
joining  iny  wagons,  neither  men  nor  horses  having  had  rest  or  food  for 
nearly  forty-eiglit  hours.  The  following  day  I sent  a part  of  my  com- 
mand to  finish  the  destruction  of  Sumner’s  lower  bridge  and  support 
the  artillery  there  until  I was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Marcy  in  the 
afternoon,  when  I called  in  my  command  and  did  so  report. 

The  ofiicers  and  men  of  my  regiment,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
behaved  in  the  most  cool  and  gallant  manner,  and  displayed,  in  my 
opinion,  great  adroitness  as  well  as  daring  during  those  days  of  con- 
stant activity  and  excitement,  and  bore  all  their  fatigues  and  privations 
without  the  slightest  murmur  of  discontent  or  complaint. 

Two  killed;  10  wounded,  including  Captain  Hooker;  3 missing. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  FAENSWORTH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps. 


No.  95. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of 
opera, tions  June  2Q-July  2. 

Headquarters  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Cajnp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  instructions  contained  in  circular  from  head- 
quarters Fifth  Corps  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  since  the  26th  ultimo  : 

On  the  27th,  when  the  corps  of  General  F.  J.  Porter  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  I sent  Capt.  E.  S.  Jones,  with  a squadron  of  this  regi- 
ment, to  picket  the  railroad  from  Dispatch  Station  to  Tunstall’s,  which 
duty  was  well  performed  by  him  until  he  was  relieved  at  daylight  the 
next  morning.  A squadron  under  the  command  of  Capt.  J.  C.  White 
went  at  the  same  time  across  the  Chickahoininy  at  Bottom’s  Bridge  and 
scoured  the  country  on  the  left  bank  of  that  stream  as  far  down  as 
Jones’  Bridge.  Captain  White’s  squadron  was  relieved  on  the  evening 
of  the  27th  by  Caiitain  Town’s,  which  continued  the  same  duty. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  general  commanding  this 
army,  through  General  Heintzelman,  at  3 o’clock  a.  m.  28th  I pro- 
ceeded with  five  squadrons  of  the  regiment  and  crossed  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  which  was  completed  at  6.30  a.  m.,  and  covered  the 
advance  of  the  army  toward  the  James  River  about  2 miles,  where  the 
advance  of  the  Second  Corps  was  halted  for  the  night.  The  advance 
pickets  for  the  night  were  composed  of  Companies  D,  K,  and  E,  of  this 
regiment,  under  Captains  Gary,  Martin,  and  Russell.  By  direction  of 
the  general  commanding  the  army  I sent  Lieutenant  Davis  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  gunboats  on  James  River,  which  delicate  duty  was  suc- 
cessfully performed. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  I sent  Capt.  J.  C.  White,  with  his 
squadron,  a section  of  a light  battery,  and  200  infantry  to  Jones’  Bridge, 
on  the  Chickahominy,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  that  point  and 
to  patrol  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  in  order  that  the  army  might 
have  the  earliest  information  of  any  attemiit  of  the  enemy  to  cross, 
fj'  iptain  White  performed  this  duty  well,  and  held  Jones’  Bridge  until 
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the  niglit  of  June  30,  when  the  enemy  attacked  him  in  force  with  artil- 
lery. The  captain  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  My  i)ickets  in  ad- 
vance of  the  army  were  relieved  about  8 a.  m.  by  Captain  Walsh  with 
three  companies.  At  9 a.  m.  my  pickets  in  the  Quaker  road  were 
driven  in  by  a force  of  rebel  cavalry,  represented  to  have  been  com- 
posed of  five  companies  of  the  First  Korth  Carolina  and  four  of  the 
Fourth  Virginia,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Lawrence  Baker.  My 
pickets  drew  them  into  a position  in  front  of  a section  of  Major  WesFs 
artillery,  which  opened  an  effective  discharge  of  canister  at  short  range, 
which  killed  a major,  8 men,  several  horses,  and  wounded  perhaps  100, 
and  threw  the  regiment  into  complete  disorder,  when  the  reserves  to 
my  pickets,  led  by  Captains  Walsh  and  Eussell,  charged  and  drove 
them  nearly  2 miles,  taking  many  prisoners — I believe  about  60. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  day  I received  an  order  to  report  to  General 
F.  J.  Porter  for  duty  with  his  corps,  and  under  iustructious  from  him 
took  my  regiment,  Benson’s  battery,  and  Colonel  Hays’  regiment 
infantry  and  covered  the  advance  of  the  corps  on  the  road  to  New 
Market.  Kemained  on  picket  duty  until  morning,  when  the  column 
was  withdrawn  and  put  in  the  Quaker  road,  with  the  exception  of  one 
squadron  under  Captain  Town,  which  remained  in  position  in  the  road 
until  relieved  by  General  McCall  about  noon.  The  regiment  was  held 
in  position  on  the  Quaker  road  until  3 p.  m.,  some  squadrons  being 
engaged  in  keeping  the  wagon  trains  in  order  and  in  arresting  stragglers. 
During  this  time  I was  sent  to  White  Oak  Bridge  by  the  chief  of  staff' 
of  the  general  commanding  the  army,  to  view  the  engagement  then 
going  on  at  that  point  and  to  give  such  orders  as  might  be  essential  to 
the  holding  of  the  position.  Upon  my  return  from  that  duty  I rode 
to  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  James  River,  to  investigate  the  position  and 
condition  of  our  advance,  and  seeing  that  my  regiment  could  be  well 
employed  along  the  route  sent  back  for  it,  and  it  was  engaged  from 
that  time  until  next  evening  in  controlling  the  movements  of  trains 
and  collecting  stragglers  and  returning  them  to  their  regiments.  Dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  30th  Lieutenants  Newhall  and  Treichel  were  sent 
by  the  general  commanding  the  army  to  communicate  with  our  right 
and  center.  This  hazardous  duty  was  well  performed.  Lieutenant 
Newhall  passed  along  the  line  of  our  army  twice  during  the  night,  each 
time  being  obliged  to  go  for  IJ  miles  through  the  bivouacs  of  the  enemy. 
At  12  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant  I received  orders  from  the 
general  commanding  to  take  charge  of  the  rear  guard  of  the  army.  At 
daybreak  on  the  2d  I took  command  of  the  rear  guard,  composed  of  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  four  regiments  of  U.  S.  Infantry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buchanan.  I found  the  New  York  Chasseurs 
on  the  field,  and  assumed  command  of  them  also. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Buchanan  informed  me  on  my  taking  command 
that  the  enemy  was  threatening  his  pickets  and  advancing  toward  both 
his  flanks.  I sent  an  officer  to  the  rear  to  direct  the  cavalry  I had 
upon  the  road  to  push  the  trains  forward  with  all  dispatch  and  to  col- 
lect those  which  could  not  be  removed  and  prepare  them  for  burning  ; 
then  deployed  three  regiments  of  infantry  with  the  Chasseurs  along 
the  front,  which  I immediately  covered  with  a double  line  of  skir- 
mishers; then  advanced  the  whole  line  as  if  for  attack,  pushing  for- 
ward simultaneously  from  the  right  and  left  wings  columns  of  cavalry 
and  disposing  parties  of  horsemen  far  to  the  right  and  left  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  and  to  give  me  information  of  their  movements. 

Observing  that  the  feint  was  about  to  succeed,  although  the  cavalry 
was  suffering  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  i sent  an  officer  to  the 
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rear  to  assure  the  rear  of  the  army  of  its  security,  and  to  bring  me  back 
a battery  of  artillery,  of  which  I was  destitute.  Captain  Frank  re* 
sponded  promptly  to  this  call,  and  soon  had  four  guns  in  good  position 
in  rear  on  a hill.  While  he  was  coming  one  of  my  squadroas  by  a 
skillful  disposition  of  troopers  in  sections  created  a very  good  semblance 
of  a battery,  which  moved  up  under  the  crest  of  a hill  in  front,  and 
went  through  the  motions  of  going  into  action  front.  The  enemy  with- 
drew to  the  woods  in  their  rear,  and  I held  the  position  until  10  a.  m. 
Parties  of  the  enemy  gaining  confidence  came  out  without  arms  and 
commenced  collecting  their  dead,  with  which  the  fields  in  front  were 
thickly  strewn.  At  10,  hearing  that  the  rear  of  the  army  was  2 miles 
away,  I withdrew  my  artillery  to  another  good  position,  with  the  reserve 
regiment  of  infantry  ; then  withdrew  the  main  bodj^  of  the  infantry, 
and  then  the  line  of  skirmishers*,  screening  these  operations  with  gal- 
loping skirmishers  of  cavalry  along  the  line  in  front.  Two  guns  taken 
from  the  enemy  the  night  before  had  to  be  spiked  and  the  carriages 
broken  for  want  of  transportation. 

I may  mention  here  that  I did  not  observe  over  a dozen  of  our  dead 
upon  the  field  and  that  our  wounded  were  all  under  shelter. 

From  an  early  hour  the  rain  commenced  falling,  and  its  increasing- 
heaviness  assisted  to  render  my  operations  obscure  to  the  enemy.  As 
soon  as  the  artillery  and  infantry  were  well  upon  the  road  I directed 
my  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Owen,  to  withdraw,  leaving  12 
wagons  without  mules  ready  for  them  to  destroy.  The  march  was  con- 
tinued without  incident  until  the  rear  crossed  Turkey  Island  Bridge, 
which  was  destroyed.  A mile  farther  on  I found  Brigadier-General 
Wessells  in  excellent  position  with  his  brigade,  and  a mile  farther  on 
Brigadier-General  Naglee  with  a second  line.  Considering  our  rear 
perfectly  secure,  I passed  through  their  lines  with  my  wearied  forces 
and  came  to  this  camp. 

I have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  report  of  cas- 
ualties during  all  these  operations  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.* 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYERELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps. 


No.  96. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  commanding  Artillery  Reserve,  of  opera- 
tions June  26- July  1. 

Hdqrs.‘  Artillery  Reserve,  Army  Potomac, 

Camp  near  W estover.  Va.,  July  7,  1862. 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
service  of  the  Artillery  Reserve  in  the  operations  of  this  armj'  since 
June  26, 1862: 

Smead’s  battery  of  Napoleon  guns,  attached  temporarily  to  McCall’s 
division,  and  Edwards’  battery  of  Parrotts  were  engaged  at  the  battle 
of  Mechanicsville,  June  26.  Sinead’s  report  is  inclosed  herewith.  Gib- 
son’s battery  of  horse  artillery  was  detached  on  the  25th  for  service 
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with  StonemaD^s  column.  It  is  still  absent,  and  no  report  lias  been 
received  of  its  services.  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  Robertson’s  and 
Tidball’s  batteries  of  horse  artillery  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Porter,  commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps,  on  tlie  left  bank  of 
the  Ohickahominy.  Smead’s  battery  of  light  12-pounders,  Yoegelee’s 
battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts  already  with  him,  and  Weed’s  and 
Edwards’  with  General  Sykes,  were  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
the  Ohickahominy  on  the  27th.  For  the  particulars  of  their  services  I 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hays  and  Major  Arndt, 
commanding  brigades,  and  those  of  the  battery  commanders. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  reference  to  Major  Arndt’s  rejKu  t that  Die- 
derichs’  and  Knieriem’s  batteries  of  20-pounders,  stationed  near  Golding’s 
house,  were  used  with  effect  in  cannonading  the  enemy’s  right  at  Gaines’ 
Hill.  On  the  27th  Elder’s  and  Ames’  light  12-pounder  batteries,  of 
Getty’s  brigade  ; Grimm’s  32-pouuder  howitzers,  and  Diederichs’  and 
Knieriem’s  20-pounder  Parrotts,  under  Major  Arndt — in  all  thirty-two 
guns — under  the  general  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty,  reported 
to  Brigadier-General  Smith,  and  took  post  in  front  of  Golding’s,  where 
they  w^ere  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  batteries  of  position  and 
field  batteries  on  Garnett’s  farm  repeatedly  during  the  day.  After 
silencing  them  they  took  part  in  the  defense  of  the  position  when  it 
was  assaulted  in  the  evening.  During  the  afternoon  Diederichs’  and 
Knieriem’s  20-pouuders  were  also  usefully  employed  in  cannonading 
the  enemy’s  right  on  Gaines’  Hill,  on  the  ox)i)osite  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy. 

On  the  28th  Morgan’s  battery  was  detached  and  reported  to  General 
Kaglee  at  Bottom’s  Bridge.  For  a narrative  of  the  services  of  the  bat- 
tery I would  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Morgan. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  the  reserve  took  the  road  for  Janies  River, 
passing  through  White  Oak  Swamp.  It  passed  the  bridge,  and  went 
into  camp  at  General  Keyes’  headquarters,  near  the  junction  of  the  Kew 
Market  and  Charles  City  roads  during  the  morning  of  ‘the  29th.  On 
the  afternoon  of  that  day  Benson’s  battery  of  horse  artillery  Avas  as- 
signed to  service  Avith  Averell’s  Horse  to  make  a reconnaissance  toAvard 
Kew  Market.  Diederichs’  and  Knieriem’s  batteries  of  20-pounder  Par- 
rotts and  Randol’s  of  light  12-x)Ouuder  guns  were  assigned  to  McCall’s 
diAusion,  and  Elder’s  to  Keyes’  corps  for  special  serAuce. 

Diederichs’,  Knieriem’s,  and  Randol’s  batteries  were  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  New  Market  road  June  30.  From  the  report  of  Lientenan: 
Randol  it  would  apjiear  that  they  were  badly  posted  and  badly  sup 
ported.  All  that  men  could  do  under  the  circumstances  seems  to  have 
been  done  by  him  and  his  of&cers  to  redeem  the  errors  of  others,  but 
it  was  at  the  sacrifice  ou  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Randol  of  all  his  guns 
and  of  two  of  Knieriem’s.  Randol  might  liaA^e  saAxd  his,  but  was  not 
Ijerrnitted  to  do  so,  as  the  effort  would  Inu^e  brought  on  another  attack. 
For  the  particulars  of  the  action  reference  may  be  had  to  Major  Arndt’s 
report  and  Lieutenant  Randol’s,  inclosed  liereAAdth. 

The  loss  of  Randol’s  guns  and  the  success  of  the  enemy’s  charge 
ui)on  them  might  haA^e  been  prevented  but  for  an  error,  so  common  and 
so  deeply  rooted  as  to  require  special  instructions  from  headquarters  to 
correct  it.  It  appears  that  tlie  column  of  attack  on  the  battery  con- 
sisted of  three  regiments  in  line.  The  tAvo  first  Avere  repulsed.  The 
second  repulse  was  followed  up  by  a charge  from  the  supports  of  the 
battery.  Immediately  on  meeting  the  tliird  regiment  of  the  assaulting 
column  the  sui)i)ort  broke  and  sought  shelter  in  the  battery,  closely 
pursued  by  the  enemy,  who  entered  it  Aviih  them.  Had  they  returned, 
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as  urged  and  warned  beforehand  to  do,  by  the  flanks  of  the  battery, 
thus  leaving  its  field  of  fire  clear,  the  third  assault  might  have  been 
repulsed  and  the  guns  saved  ; but,  as  is  usual,  the  supports  had  in  the 
first  place  taken  up  their  positions  in  the  rear  of  the  guns,  amongst  the 
carriages,  where  they  could  by  no  possibility  be  of  use  except  to  repel 
an  attack  with  the  bayonet,  and  from  which  position  they  are  almost 
always  sure  to  fire  through  the  batterj".  When  in  this  case  the  sup- 
ports were  repulsed  in  their  sortie  they  rushed  through  the  battery  for 
their  former  positions,  depriving  the  artillery  of  the  power  of  self- 
defense. 

I have  always  found  it  difficult  to  get  infantry  troops  ordered  to 
support  batteries  to  take  positions  on  the  flanks.  They  insist  upon 
being  either  in  front  or  rear  of  the  batteries.  Generally  the  command- 
ers of  these  supports  rank  battery  commanders,  and  the  latter  are  un- 
able to  correct  the  evil.  It  is  desirable  that  artillery  officers  should 
always  be  consulted  as  to  the  positions  to  be  occupied  by  their  supports. 
If  this  is  not  done,  it  would  be  better  in  most  cases  to  give  tliem  no 
special  support,  but  leave  them  to  the  chance  assistance  of  troops 
in  their  neigiiborhood.  Lieutenant  EandoPs  guns  were  well  defended 
by  the  gunners,  and  their  loss  reflects  no  discredit  on  either  men  or 
officers. 

On  the  30th  that  part  of  the  reserve  still  at  headquarters  marched  to 
Malvern  Hill,  and  were  posted  on  the  height,  on  the  west  of  the  plateau 
and  in  front  of  the  brick  house.  On  the  extreme  left  of  the  plateau, 
overlooking  the  valley,  was  stationed  Smead’s  battery  of  light  12  pound- 
ers; then  Voegelee’s  and  Carlisle’s  20-pounders;  then  Edwards’  and 
Weed’s,  between  whom  and  the  house  on  the  heights  were  two  New 
York  batteries  not  belonging  to  the  reserve.  About  4 p.  m.  the  enemy 
commenced  shelling  the  plateau  from  a point  of  wood  at  Turkey  Creek 
across  the  valley.  He  was  immediately  answered,  his  fire  silenced,  his 
horses  killed  and  men  driven  off,  leaving  two  guns  in  our  possession. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  positions  were  held  by  these  batteries  very 
much  as  on  the  day  before,  the  line  on  the  left  being  strengthened  by 
the  siege  guns  under  Colonel  Tyler.  On  the  right  of  the  plateau  were 
stationed  Wolcott’s  and  Snow’s  batteries  of  the  reserve,  and  Frank’s 
battery  of  New  York  artillery,  temporarily  serving  with  it.  Facing 
the  wood  which  stretches  along  the  Valley  road  dividing  the  plateau 
was  placed  Grimm’s  32-pounder  howitzers.  The  horse  artillery,  the 
remaining  Napoleon  guns,  Hiederichs’  and  Knieriem’s  20-pounder  Par- 
rotts were  held  in  reserve  near  the  brick  house  used  as  a hospital. 
Ames’  and  Livingston’s  were  stationed  on  the  left  front  of  the  line  of 
battle,  near  the  road  and  in  front  of  Griffin’s  brigade.  During  the  con- 
flict of  the  afternoon  such  changes  were  made  as  exigencies  required. 
Wolcott’s,  Diederichs’,  and  Knieriem’s  batteries  re-enforced  General 
Sumner  on  the  right.  Snow’s  and  Frank’s  were  posted  to  support 
Couch’s  division.  Edwards’  was  sent  to  the  front  to  strengthen  the 
position  occupied  by  Ames.  Weed’s,  Carlisle’s,  and  Smead’s  were 
posted  upon  the  road  by  which  the  enemy,  should  he  succeed  in  forc- 
ing our  left,  w^ould  debouch  upon  the  plateau. 

Toward  night  his  efforts  to  accomplish  this  were  fierce  and  persistent, 
and  the  whole  of  the  reserve  was  called  into  action.  By  direction  of 
General  Porter  I brought  up  all  the  horse  artillery  under  Colonel  Hays 
and  Grimm’s  32-pounder  howitzers,  and  pushed  forward  to  the  front  of 
Malvern  Heights,  where  they  were  immediately  brought  into  action 
at  the  point  of  the  enemy’s  main  attack,  and  took  a decisive  part  in 
the  final  struggle  for  the  mastery  of  the  position,  following  up  the 
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enemy  until  darkness  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  stopped  further 
pursuit. 

For  the  particulars  reference  is  invited  to  reports  of  commanders  of 
brigades  and  batteries  transmitted  herewith. 

I concur  with  them  in  the  praise  awarded  to  their  officers  and  men, 
whose  conduct  in  all  cases  coming  under  my  observation  was  excellent. 

The  loss  of  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  reserve  during  these  opera- 
tions was:  8 officers  wounded,  2 non-commissioned  officers  and  17  pri- 
vates killed,  14  non-commissioned  officers  and  73  privates  wounded, 
a number  of  them  mortally;  17  privates  missing,  some  of  them  proba- 
bly killed  or  wounded;  142  horses  killed,  56  wounded,  and  23  missing. 

The  officers  wounded  and  the  time  and  place  of  the  actions  are : At 
Mechanicsville,  June  26,  Lieutenant  Piper,  of  Smead’s  battery.  Fifth 
Artillery,  severely.  Battle  of  Chickahominy,  June  27,  Lieutenant 
Hayden,  Third  Artillery,  Edwards’  battery,  severely;  Lieutenant 
Kelly,  Third  Artillery,  Edwards’  batteiy,  slightly;  Captain  Weed, 
Fifth  Artillery,  slightly.  At  Kew  Market  road,  June  30,  Lieutenant 
Hill,  First  Artillery,  Randol’s  battery,  severely;  since  dead.  Malvern 
Hill,  July  1,  Second  Lieutenant  Brownson,  Third  Artillery,  Edwards’ 
battery,  severely;  Lieutenant  Yaniieman,  Snow’s  battery,  severely, 
and  Lieutenant  Bigelow,  adjutant  of  Petherbridge’s  Maryland  Brigade, 
severelj^ 

It  will  be  perceived  from  this  and  the  accompanying  reports  that  the 
Reserve  Artillery  had  its  full  share  in  all  these  operations;  that  it  was 
represented  at  the  advanced  position  at  Mechanicsville  by  a battery  of 
Napoleon  guns  and  one  of  10-pounder  Parrotts;  in  the  battle  of  the 
Chickahominy  by  six  batteries  of  various  descrix)tions,  besides  the  aid 
afforded  by  the  flank  fire  on  the  enemy’s  right  from  two  batteries  sta- 
tioned near  Golding’s;  that  on  the  same  day  it  contributed  five  batteries 
to  our  forces  at  the  battle  of  Garnett’s  Farm,  and  furnished  the  horse 
artillery  to  Stoneman’s  command;  that  it  furnished  the  batteries  for 
the  position  of  Sumner’s  Lower  and  Bottom’s  Bridges,  and  covered  the 
passage  of  the  army  by  those  points;  that  it  furnished  three  batteries 
for  the  battle  at  the  advanced  position  on  the  New  Market  road;  that 
it  provided  all  the  artillery  which  silenced  the  enemy’s  cannonade  at 
Turkey  Bridge;  that  in  the  battle  of  July  1 it  re-enforced  strongly  the 
whole  line,  and  sent  forward  its  full  quota  to  repel  the  attacks  on  our 
front  and  left,  and  finally  brought  iqj  to  the  decisive  point  at  the  close 
of  the  day  the  howitzers  and  the  three  horse  batteries,  thus  bringing 
every  gun  of  this  large  artillery  force  into  the  most  active  and  decisive 
use.  Not  a gun  remained  unemployed  and  not  one  could  have  been 
safely  spared. 

I trust  that  1 may  be  pardoned  for  stating  here  that  when  we  con- 
sider, in  addition  to  all  this,  the  service  of  its  heavy  batteries  at  York- 
town ; that  rendered  by  furnishing  the  large  force  of  draught  horses 
required  for  moving  the  siege  train ; the  labors  of  officers  and  men  in 
fabricating  gabions  and  fascines  and  making  and  laying  platforms;  the 
details  of  its  officers  for  engineer  duty  in  constructing  redoubts  and 
batteries ; the  service  of  the  horse  artillery  at  Williamsburg  and  in  all 
the  oi)erations  of  Stoneman’s  and  other  cavalry  commands  down  to  the 
time  of  our  establishment  on  the  Chickahominy  and  the  x)art  it  took  in 
the  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House  and  in  minor  oj^erations  ; the  great 
and  indisi)ensable  service  rendered  by  its  complete  ammunition  train, 
in  not  only  keeping  u])  fully  its  own  sux)i)lies  but  making  good  the 
deficiencies  of  others — it  may  be  justly  claimed  that  its  artillery  reserve 
has  contributed  its  full  share  to  the  services  rendered  by  the  Army  of 
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the  Potomac,  and  vindicated  in  the  most  complete  manner  the  wisdom 
and  forecast  of  the  general  commanding  in  organizing  so  completely 
and  thoroughly  a special  artillery  force  of  such  magnitude,  and  which 
events  have  proved  was  no  larger  than  necessity  required. 

Captain  Carlisle  calls  special  attention  to  the  services  of  Captain 
Taft’s  Fifth  New  York  Independent  Battery  and  to  the  good  conduct  of 
his  officers  and  men.  Captain  Taft,  finding  his  battery  could  not  be 
mounted  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  campaign,  volunteered  its  services 
for  the  Artillery  Eeserve,  among  the  batteries  of  which  the  officers  and 
mem  have  been  distributed.  Captain  Taft,  his  officers,  Lieutenants 
Henderson,  Denike,  and  Eussell  (the  latter  wounded  at  Yorktown),  his 
non-commisioned  officers,  and  men  have  served  faithfully,  efficiently, 
and  usefully.  I recommend  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
general  commanding,  and  request  that  they  be  organized  and  mounted 
as  a battery  as  soon  as  opportunity  offers. 

The  commanders  of  brigades,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Hays  and  Getty, 
Majors  Arndt  and  Petherbridge,  and  Captain  Carlisle,  Second  Artil- 
lery, performed  their  duties  on  all  occasions  with  skill,  courage,  and 
efficieucy. 

Captain  Frank,  First  New  York  Artillery,  temporarily  attached  to 
the  reserve  on  the  1st  of  July,  commanded  his  battery  with  judgment 
and  effect  at  Malvern. 

My  personal  staff'.  Lieutenants  Carling,  Third  Artillery,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  j Miller,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Hardin,  Third  Artil- 
lery, were  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  zealous,  prompt,  and 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties  on  the  field,  in  camp, 
and  on  the  march,  and  1 beg  leave  to  present  their  names  to  the  ffi void- 
able consideration  of  the  general  commanding.  Lieutenant  Miller  not 
only  kept  the  reserve  batteries  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  but  by 
supplying  the  wants  of  many  of  the  division  batteries  prevented  their 
being  thrown  out  of  action. 

Lieutenants  Eandol  and  Olcott,  First  Artillery,  volunteered  their 
services  to  me  as  additional  aides-de-camp  on  the  evening  of  July  1 at 
Malvern,  and  as  such  were  engaged  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  besides 
assisting  in  the  service  of  tlie  32-pounder  howitzer  battery  in  the  last 
struggle  on  the  hill. 

I wish  here  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  and  record  the  services 
of  Lieut.  E.  E.  Warner,  Third  Artillery,  who  was  until  June  1 acting 
assistant  adjutant- general  of  the  reserve.  He  labored  zealously  in  its 
organization,  and  served  with  it  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  until  the 
1st  of  June,  when  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  made  it  necessary  to  send 
him  to  Old  Point.  In  all  the  duties  devolving  on  them  the  labors  of 
the  officers  of  the  staff  departments  attached  to  the  reserve  have  been 
faithfully  performed,  and  I am  indebted  for  their  services  to  Brigade 
Surgeon  McMillan,  Assistant  Surgeons  Gouley,  Jaquett,  White,  and 
Smith,  U.  S.  Army  ; Assistant  Surgeons  Bennett,  Wieber,  and  O’Don- 
nell, volunteer  forces;  Captain  Sappington,  commissary  of  subsistence 
(especially),  and  Captain  Beazell,  assistant  quartermaster  volunteer 
forces.  Assistant  Surgeon  Smith  was  left  in  charge  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  at  Savage  Station,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  White  at  Malvern. 

The  services  of  the  battery  commanders,  officers,  and  men  are  detailed 
in  the  reports  transmitted  herewith,  and  I respectfully  (;all  attention  to 
the  claims  of  those  whose  names  are  there  presented.  To  the  special 
attention  called  in  the  brigade  reports  to  the  services  of  Lieutenants 
Benjamin,  Second  Artillery,  and  Ames,  Fifth  Artillery,  I give  my 
hearty  concurrence.  The  conduct  of  these  officers  has  been  above  praise. 
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The  names  of  First  Sergt.  Terrence  Eeily  and  Henry  Flood,  of  Light 
Company  M,  Second  Artillery ; First  Sergt.  James  Chester,  of  Com- 
pany E,  First  Artillery  (who  commanded  a section  in  battle),  and  First 
Sergt.  Charles  Holmann,  of  Battery  K,  Fifth  Artillery,  are  especially 
presented  by  their  battery  commanders.  Captains  Benson  and  Smead, 
Lieutenants" Eandol  and  Elder,  for  commissions,  for  gallantry  on  the 
held.  I concur  in  the  recommendations,  and  request  that  the  name  of 
Quartermaster  Sergt.  James  Davidson,  Third  Artillery,  sergeant-major 
to  the  reserve,  be  added  to  the  list.  His  character  and  services  justly 
entitle  him  to  the  promotion. 

^ Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  J.  HUNT, 
Colonelj  Commanding. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

September  26,  1862. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  my  official  report  of  the  actions  before  Eichmond  I referred  to  the 
services  of  this  command,  but  now  take  pleasure  in  again  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  distinguished  services  of  the  Eeserve  Artillery  and  the  im- 
portance of  such  resources,  as  well  for  the  moment  when  suddenly 
large  reserves  are  thrown  into  action  as  to  replace  that  artillery  of 
divisions  which  has  been  disabled  in  action  or  otherwise  not  available. 

The  Eeserve  Artillery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hunt  and  lately 
under  Colonel  Hays,  has  been  ever  judiciously  employed,  and  always 
was  within  reach  of  and  employed  when  it  was  required.  In  every 
case  (and  this  has  been  in  every  action,  not  only  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  but  in  all  in  which  this  a:  my  was  associated  with  the  Army 
of  Virginia)  its  services  have  been  marked  and  valuable,  its  officers 
serving  with  distinguished  ability,  and  doing  their  full  part  to  gain  the 
battle  by  their  individual  efforts  and  their  cordial  co-operation  and 
labors  with  other  troops. 

1 also  here  especially  commend  the  services  of  that  portion  of  the 
reserve  which  lias  served  as  mounted  or  light  artillery  or  horse  artil- 
lery, whose  labors  have  been  severe  and  losses  in  some  cases  irreparable. 
The  officers  of  the  artillery  have  received- but  little  if  any  reward  for 
their  services,  and  while  their  companions  of  the  same  date  are  elevated 
in  rank  and  (jommand  they  receive  not  the  reward  a soldier  seeks  and 
they  and  the  army  are  conscious  that  they  merit,  and  the  fact  tends  to 
discourage  them.  Their  duty  to  the  country  which  educated  them  and 
their  patriotism  alone  keeps  them  in  the  service  so  long  as  they  benefit 
her.  Some  have  been  offered  promotion  in  volunteer  regiments,  but 
ai)preciating  the  value  of  their  services  in  the  artillery  and  that  they 
could  not  be  sjiared  from  an  arm  which  has-been  among  the  most 
prominent  in  earning  victory  they  have  declined  the  advancement, 
while  others  have  avoidinl  seeking  what  they  know  they  could  obtain. 
SiKth  self-sacrittc(‘.  deser’s  es  reward,  and  taken  in  connection  with  their 
services,  1 would  r(vs])ectfully  ask  of  the  (xovernment  i)romotion  by 
brevet  (u-  in  volunteer  servicje. 

F.  J.  POETEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 

16  R R — VOL  XT,  PT  U 
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No.  97. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays,  commanding  Brigade  of  Horse  Artil- 
lery,  of  operations  May  6- July  1. 

Hdqrs.  Brigade  op  Horse  Artillery,  Arty.  Kes., 

Ca^ni)  at  Hew  Bridge,  Va.,  June  (),  1862. 

Sir  ; I Lave  the  honor  to  make  the  following-  report  of  the  services 
of  the  batteries  of  the  brigade  of  horse  artillery : 

On  the  Gth  of  May,  at  Williamsburg,  Captain  Eobert son’s  ])attery 
joined  General  Stonemau’s  command  (this  command  being  the  advance 
guard  of  our  army). 

On  the  12th  of  May,  with  Captain  Tidball’s  battery,  I joined  General 
Stoneman’s  command  at  Cumberland.  The  two  batteries  continued  on 
duty  with  General  Stoneman  until  the  31st  of  May,  when  they  rejoined 
the  Artillery  Eeserve.  Captain  Benson’s  battery  was  detached  with 
General  Porter’s  command  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  took  an  active  and 
important  part  in  the  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House. 

On  the  23d  of  May  Captains  Eobertson’s  and  Tidball’s  batteries  were 
placed  in  positions  to  drive  the  enemy’s  troops  from  New  Bridge  and 
the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy,  which  service  they  succeeded  in  accom-. 
plishing  in  a very  short  time.  The  command  on  the  same  afternoon 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  When  about  three-quarters 
of  a mile  from  the  village  the  enemy’s  artillery  opened  a fire  on  us. 
Lieutenant  Dennison’s  section  of  Tidball’s  battery  immediately  returned 
the  fire.  The  two  batteries  were  promptly  placed  in  battery  and  com- 
menced firing.  The  firing  was  continued  until  some  time  after  the 
enemj^  had  stopxied  firing.  On  the  following  daj^  Lieutenant  Penning- 
ton’s section  of  Tidball’s  battery  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Davidson  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the-  attack  on  Mechanicsville. 
For  a more  detailed  account  of  tlie  services  rendered  by  the  batteries 
of  my  command  I respectfully  refeu  you  to  the  reports  of  Captains 
Eobertson,*  Benson, f Tidball,t  and  Pennington,!  herewith  inclosed. 

The  ofticers  and  men  were  all  active,  cool,  and  efficient  under  fire, 
and  bore  with  patience  and  cheerfully  the  privations  and  exposures 
incident  to  the  arduous  and  important  service  they  were  on.  Assist. 
Surg.  Joseph  S.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  Avas  on  duty  with  the  command, 
and  performed  his  duties  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HAYS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  Artillery  Reserve. 


Headquarters  Brigade  of  Horse  Artillery, 

Camp  at  W estover,  Va.,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services 
of  the  batteries  of  this  brigade  since  the  25th  of  June: 

On  the  25th  of  June  Captain  Gibson’s  battery  Avas  detached  Avith 
General  Stoneman’s  command.  No  report  of  his  battery  has  since  been 
received.  I hear  it  has  since  arrived  at  Fort  Monroe. 

On  the  26th  Captains  Eobertson’s  and  Tidball’s  batteries  joined 
General  Porter’s  command  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and 
took  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  of  June. 

* See  No.  99.  t Sec  ))j).  RAC,  (tA7,  (>94,  695,  Part  L 
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Oil  the  night  of  the  IJStli  of  June  the  brigade  moved  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  James  Kiver. 

On  the  29th  Captain  Benson’s  battery  Avas  sent  on  a reconnaissance 
with  Colonel  Averell’s  cavalry  in  the  direction  of  ISTew  Market,  and 
rejoined  the  brigade  on  the  30th. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  at  Malvern  Hill,  Captain  Eobertsou’s  battery 
took  part  in  the  firing  of  our  batteries  on  a battery  of  the  enemy,  whicdi 
opened  a fire  on  our  camp  from  the  woods  beyond  the  swamp  on  our 
left.  The  enemy’s  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  two  of  his  guns 
taken. 

On  the  1st  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I was  ordered  to  take  hvo 
batteries  (Captains  Eobertson’s  and  Tidball’s)  and  move  forward  to 
Avhere  our  troops  were  Avarmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Captain  Ben- 
son’s b'iittery  had  preceded  me  to  the  same  point  by  order  of  General 
Porter.  As  soon  as  the  batteries  reached  the  battle  ground  they  were 
promjitly  brought  into  action,  and  opened  a rapid  and  efiective  fire 
until  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Every  ofiicer  and  man  of  the  brigade 
acted  with  energy,  coolness,  and  ability  on  this  and  all  other  occasions 
when  under  fire,  and  bore  Avith  patience  and  cheerfully  the  fatigues 
and  privations  of  the  difierent  marches. 

J find  it  difiicnlt  to  discriminate  Avhere  all  did  so  Avell,  but  Avithout 
disparagement  to  any  one  1 Avould  beg  leaA^e  to  call  special  notice  to 
Captains  Eobertson,  Benson,  and  Tidball,  the  commanders  of  batteries, 
and  to  Lieuts.  J.  M.  Wilson,  BarloAv,  and  Pennington,  the  senior  first 
lieutenants  of  the  respective  batteries. 

For  a more  detailed  account  of  the  serAices  of  each  battery  I refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  battery  commanders,  herewith  transmitted,  and 
Avhich  are  adopted  as  a part  of  m^^  report.  Officers  ])resent  Avith  the 
batteries : Capts.  J.  M.  Eobertson,  Henry  Benson,  and  J.  C.  Tidball, 
and  Lieuts.  John  M.  Wilson,  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  John  W.  Barlow, 
Peter  C.  Hains,  William  X.  Dennison,  Eobert  Clarke,  Carle  A.  Wood- 
rufi‘,  Albert  O.  Yiucent,  and  Eobert  H.  Chaifin. 

WILLIAM  HAYS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel 


Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  Artillery  Reserve. 


Eo.  98. 

Reports  of  Capt.  John  C.  Tidball,  Light  Battery  A,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 
of  operations  June  21 -July  (>,  including  the  battles  of  Gaines’’  Mill  aiid 
Malvern  Hill. 


« Camp  at  Westover,  July  6,  1862. 

(30LONEL : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  sundoAvn  of  the 
26th  ultimo  I Avas  ordered  by  you  to  proceed  with  my  battery  across  the 
Chickahominy  (to  the  north  side)  and  there  report  to  General  Porter  at 
or  before  daylight  the  next  morning.  This  1 did,  and  received  instruc- 
tions from  him  to  i)ost  my  battery  on  a rising  piece  of  ground  on  the 
north  side  of  the  main  road  leading  from  Mechanicsville  to  Gaines’ 
Mill,  and  about  1 mil(‘  from  the  latter.  Here  1 Avas  to  remain  until  the 
troops  near  Mechanicsville  should  pass  on  their  way  to  a new  position 
beyond  Gaines’  Mill,  ami  then  by  a judicious  use  of  my  battery  delay 
the  advance  of  tin*,  enemy.  1 detached  one  seidion.  under  Brewet  Cap- 
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tain  J\?nnington,  to  a favorable  position  farther  to  tlie  rif^ht  and  slightly 
advanced.  The  last  of  onr  troops  jiassed  about  5 o’clock  a.  in.,  and  in 
a few  minutes  tlie  enemy  made  their  appearance  and  ojiened  a lire  of 
mnsketry  upon  Captain  rennington’s  section,  which  at  once  opened  on 
and  checked  them.  My  other  two  sections  at  the  same  time  opened 
lire  upon  troops  advancing  along  the  road.  These  were  likewise 
checked. 

I remained  at  this  position  until  I supposed  all  of  onr  troops  liad 
jiassed  beyond  Gaines’  Mill,  when  1 moved  slowly  to  the  rear.  Arriving 
at  Gaines’  Mill,  I found  that  some  overloaded  wagons  had  obstructed 
the  road  by  the  bridge,  and  quite  a number  of  ambulances  and  a bat- 
tery of  volunteer  artillery  were  not  yet  across,  and  all  those  belonging 
thereto,  as  well  as  numerous  stragglers,  were  engaged  in  ransacking 
sutlers’  stores.  It  took  me  about  two  hours  to  start  forward  these 
vehicles,  battery,  and  .stragglers,  after  which  I crossed  over  my  own 
battery,  and,  destroying  both  bridges,  remained  about  one  hour  ionger 
at  this  place.  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vanced, but  it  was  only  occasionally  that  bodies  large  enougli  to  tire 
u])on  would  make  their  apiiearance.  Withdrawing  a short  distance 
farther,  I remained  at  Little  Cold  Harbor  until  about  11  o’clock  a.  m., 
when  I received  an  order  from  General  Porter  to  rejoin  him  with  my 
battery  at  Gaines’  Mill,  which  I accordingly  did. 

After  expressing  his  entire  satisfaction  at  the  mauner  in  which  I had 
])erformed  the  delicate  duty  assigned  me,  lie  directed  me  to  report  for 
further  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Sykes.  Shortly  afterward  (about  1 
o’clock  p.  m.)  tlie  enemy,  aiipearing  in  force,  opened  fire  with  their  bat- 
teries, and  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy,  or  Gaines’  Mill,  commenced. 
Soon  thereafter  General  Sykes  ordered  me  to  place  my  battery  on  the 
extreme  right  of  our  position,  there  to  assist  Captain  Weed,  of  the 
Fifth  Artillery,  who  was  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  then  xilaying 
fiercely  with  his  artillery  from  the  ridge  in  front  of  his  right  Hank. 
Hastening  up  at  a trot  and  coming  into  battery,  it  required  but  a few 
minutes  to  silence  the  enemy  at  this  point  and  cause  him  to  change  the 
position  of  his  guns.  The  ground  upon  my  left  sloped  off  to  a marshy 
slough,  fringed  with  trees  and  bushes.  Along  this  was  iiosted  a bat- 
talion of  legular  infantry  (the  Fourth),  lor  my  support  j on  my  right 
and  front  came  down  to  within  200  yards  the  point  of  a pine  forest ; 
directly  in  my  front  along  the  ridge,  at  about  1,000  yards’  distance,  was 
a growth  of  young  pines,  and  farther  around  to  my  left  extended  a thin 
strip  of  pine  woods  ; upon  my  left  was  the  open  field  where  was  posted 
the  Third  Kegiment  Regular  Infantry.  In  about  half  an  hour  the  en- 
emy again  returned  with  his  guns,  and  ]>lacing  them  behind  the  small 
])ines  already  mentioned  opened  a hot  fire  upon  us.  Sheltered  as  they 
were  from  our  view  it  required  an  unusual  amount  of  shelling  to  silence 
them.  In  this  way  at  irregular  intervals  the  enemy  would  return  and 
as  often  be  driven  back  by  our  fire.  ^ 

In  the  mean  while  the  battle  raged  upon  the  ridge  extending  around 
upon  my  left.  About  4 o’clock  p.  m.  our  troops  at  this  point  for  a time 
were  forced  back,  and  the  enemy  threatened  to  sweep  down  through 
the  thin  pine  woods  before  mentioned  as  being  ui)on  my  left  and  front. 
I at  once  changed  front,  so  as  to  meet  with  canister  this  new  danger. 
A few  rounds  were  fired  into  the  woods  and  shell  into  the  open  space 
beyond,  which  was  now  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Repeated  charges  of 
our  infantry  cleared  this  space,  as  far  I could  see,  of  the  enemy,  and  not 
knowing  tlie  iiosition  of  our  troops  in  this  direction,  I was  fearful  of 
continuing  the  fire.  The  ground  in  rear  of  my  battery  not  admitting 
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of  my  caissons  in  position,  I left  them  near  by  in  cbarge  of  my  first 
sergeant,  who  supplied  the  exhausted  limbers  of  the  guns  by  con- 
stantly bringing  up  full  ones  from  the  caissons. 

When  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  top  of  the  hill  the  caissons 
were  forced  to  retire  by  the  falling  back  of  our  troops.  I had  received 
instructions  from  General  Sykes  that  if  forced  to  retire  to  take  the 
main  road  leading  to  my  rear.  The  ammunition  of  my  limbers,  with 
the  exception  of  a few  rounds  which  I wished  to  retain  for  an  emergency, 
was  exhausted,  and  being  now  exposed  to  a sharp  fire  of  musketry  as 
well  as  of  artillery  1 thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw  and  seek  a posi- 
'tion  where  my  few  remaining  rounds  might  be  effective.  I accordingly 
changed  my  position  a few  hundred  yards  and  brought  some  of  my 
]ueces  into  battery,  but  it  was  now  so  dark  that  I could  not  see  whether 
tbe  troops  in  front  were  friends  or  foes,  and  perceiving  it  impossible  in 
consequence  of  the  woods  to  join  our  troops  toward  the  center  of  the 
battle-field  I again  limbered  up  and  retired  slowly  by  the  road  pre- 
scribed by  General  Sykes.  About  9 o’clock  p.  m.  I crossed  the  Ohicka- 
hominy  at  Woodbury’s  Bridge  and  returned  to  my  camp.  My  com- 
pany ofQcers  in  the  engagement  were  First  Lieutenant  and  Brevet 
Captain  Pennington,  First  Lieutenant  Dennison,  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Clarke,  all  of  whom,  as  well  as  the  whole  company,  did  their  duty 
in  the  most  commendable  manner.  They  had  been  up  the  whole  of  the 
night  previous;  the  day  was  opi)ressively  hot  and  water  scarce,  and 
all  became  exhausted  by  the  labor  of  working  the  guns. 

My  casualties  were  Corporal  Mathes,  Privates  Bedford,  Bell,  Bernhard, 
Guth,  and  Quin  wounded,  none  mortally,  and  6 horses  killed  and  3 
wounded.  1 lost  nothing  in  the  way  of  material.  I fired  during  the 
day  about  600  rounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  TIDBALL, 

Captain^  Second  Artillery^  Commanding  Light  Company  A. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays, 

Commanding  Brigade  Borne  Artillery^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Camp  at  Westoyer,  July  6,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  soon  after  dark  upon  the 
evening  of  the  28th  ultimo  I received  orders  from  you  to  move  with 
my  battery  from  my  camp  near  the  Chickahominy  by  Savage  Station 
oil  the  Bichiiiond  and  York  Eiver  Eailroad  toward  the  James  Eiver. 
Starting  immediately  I marched,  with  frequent  delays,  all  night,  and 
soon  after  daylight  crossed  the  bridge  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  and 
halted  with  the  remainder  of  the  Artillery  Eeserve  about  2 miles  be- 
yond. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3()th  resumed  our  march,  and  about  12  m. 
ani\'cd  at  Malvern  Hill,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The 
next  morning,  duly  1,  the  enemy  attacking  in  force,  the  battle  com- 
menced. My  battery  being  held  in  reserve,  was  not  called  into  action 
until  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  under  your  directions  I moved 
forward  iqion  the  battle-field,  and  took  position  in  a field  uiion  the  left 
of  the  main  road.  Here  1 came  into  battery  in  the  only  position  that 
I could  see  not  already  occupied  by  other  batteries.  A battalion  of 
infantry  was  in  my  front  liring,  in  consequence  of  which  1 could  get 
only  my  two  Hank  ])ieces  into  action.  The  enemy  were  retiring,  and 
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it  wns  but  a few  minutes  until  the  firing-  ceased  along  our  whole  line. 
In  about  an  lioui*  afterward  most  of  our  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  and  I was  directed  by  you  to  close  in  toward  the  road  on  my 
right  and  remain  in  a state  of  vigilance  during  the  night,  occasionally 
firing  a shot  into  the  forest  in  front  of  me.*  About  11  o’clock  you  di- 
rected me  to  withdraw  and  take  the  road  leading  to  the  James  Eiver. 

I accordingly  did  so,  and  arrived  at  this  point  about  0 o’clock  the  next 
morning,  July  2. 

In  the  action  of  the  day  previous  I met  with  no  casualties,  but  on 
the  march  back  one  of  my  caissons  breaking  was  unfortunately  lost. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3 the  enemy,  taking  position  with  artilleiy . 
on  the  high  ground  (now  our  front),  commenced  shelling  the  low  ground, 
which  was  occu])ied  by  our  troops.  They  also  threw  with  great  pre- 
cision a score  or  so  of  war  rockets.  I was  directed  to  prepare  my  bat- 
tery for  immediate  action,  and  was  in  a few  minutes  afterward  directed 
to  report  to  General  Smith,  who  ordered  me  up  to  the  front,  now  occu- 
pied by  the  right  of  our  line.  Here  I came  into  battery  about  1,500 
yards  from  the  enemy’s  positions  and  opened  fire,  and  in  a few  minutes 
drove  the  enemy  away.  I remained  at  this  point  until  the  5th  instant, 
when,  being  relieved  by  another  battery,  I returned  to  the  camj)  of  the 
Artillery  Reserve. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO  C.  TIDHALL, 

Captain^  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Company  A. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays, 

Commanding  Brigade  Horse  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  99. 

Reports  of  Capt.  James  M.  Robertson,  Batteries  B and  L,  Second  U.  S. 
Artillery,  of  the  shirmishes  at  and  battle  of  Williamsburg^  skirmishes  at 
New  Kent  Court-House  and  New  Bridge,  battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill,  engage- 
ment at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va., 

' June  4,  1802. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I marched  from  Camp  Winfield 
Scott  at  10.30  o’clock  a.  m.  Sunday,  May  4,  1862,  in  command  of  Bat- 
teries B and  L,  Second  Artillery.  Taking  the  road  to  Williamsburg, 
I arrived  (about  4 o’clock  p.  m.)  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  near  the 
enemy’s  batteries  in  front  of  Williamsburg.  By  order  of  the  general 
commanding  my  battery  was  placed  in  position  in  rear  pf  and  only  a 
few  yards  from  the  woods.  Several  of  the  enemy’s  shot  falling  in  my 
battery,  and  having  no  opportunity  to  reply,  I was  ordered  to  retire 
and  take  a position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field. 

About  12  m.  the  5th  I was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Smith,  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  a wheat  field,  and  remained  till  dark,  at 
which  time  I was  withdrawn. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  I was  detached  from  your  brigade,  and 
reported  to  General  Stoneman  for  duty  with  the  advanced  brigade  of 
the  army,  and  remained  on  this  duty  until  the  31st  of  May,  1862,  when 
the  battery  returned  and  joined  the  Reserve  Artillery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hunt.  During  the  time  the  battery  was  with  General 
Stoneman’s  column  it  performed  the  following  service  and  marches : 
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At  0 o’clock  a.  ui.,  May  7,  1862,  left  camp  near  Williamsburg  and 
followed  the  retreating  enemy  toward  Richmond.  The  roads  were 
very  lieavy,  and  in  many  places  imiiassable  for  artillery.  Several 
times  during  the  day  I was  compelled  to  dismount  my  cannoneers, 
build  causeways,  and  cut  new  roads  through  the  woods.  The  roads 
on  the  8th  were  much  improved,  and  we  met  with  no  serious  obstruc- 
tions till  about  1 p.  m.  on  the  9th,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us 
from  a concealed  battery  in  our  front.  Lieutenant  Wilson’s  (the  lead- 
ing) section  was  at  once  put  in  position  on  the  road,  and  Lieutenant 
Vincent’s  (the  center)  section  iilaced  in  position  on  the  right.  These 
two  sections  at  once  opened  fire,  judging  the  direction  and  distance  by 
the  enemy’s  shot.  * Lieutenant  Woodruff’s  (the  rear)  section  was  now 
thrown  about  200  yards  to  the  left  of  the  road,  where  the  smoke  could 
be  seen  rising  from  the  enemy’s  guns,  and  opened  fire.  Firing  from 
the  enemy  soon  ceased,  and  the  battery  advanced  to  Slaters ville,  near 
where  the  enemy’s  guns  stood.  Several  of  our  shell  struck  near  the 
rebel  guns,  one  passing  entirely  through  a house  and  another  killing 
a cavalry  horse.  Thirty-four  shells  were  fired  by  my  battery  during 
the  skirmish,  fully  one-third  of  them  failing  to  explode. 

At  Cumberland,  on  the  11th  of  May,  I found  it  necessary  to  make  the 
following  repairs  to  the  battery  in  consequence  of  the  poor  material 
and  inferior  workmanship  used  in  its  construction,  viz : One  chain  to 
key  of  ammunition  chest,  one  linchpin,  one  pole-prop,  one  chain  to  tar- 
bucket,  one  pole,  one  large  pointing  ring,  and  one  handspike.  What, 
however,  was  of  the  most  importance  was  the  breaking  of  the  bolts 
connecting  the  uxiper  and  lower  x^ortions  of  the  trail-xilates  on  two  of 
the  guns.  Owing  to  the  lower  x)late  having  sprung  from  its  place,  the 
work  of  replacing  these  bolts  was  accomx)lished  with  difficulty.  On  the 
19th  of  May,  near  Parsley’s  Mill,  the  plates  of  a third  trail  became  dis- 
connected, and  were  rex^laced  like  the  two  former. 

On  the  21st  of  May  1 officer  and  24  enlisted  men  of  the  Ninth  New 
York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  attached  to  my  battery,  were  detached  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  23d  of  May  the  battery  was  put  in  x^ositiou  at  Hogan’s,  near 
New  Bridge,  and  oxiened  fire  ux)on  some  cavalry  and  a section  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery  on  the  oxix>osite  bluff*  of  the  Chickahominy  River. 
Fifty-one  shell  were  fired,  when  the  enemy  retired.  The  practice  was 
very  good  in  regard  to  elevation  and  direction,  but  fully  one- third  of 
the  fuses  failed. 

The  battery  returned  to  camp,  and  at  2 x>.  hl  same  day  marched 
toward  Mechaiiicsville.  As  the  head  of  the  column  was  x^assing  the 
bridge  at  Ellison’s  Mill  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a battery  beyond 
the  hill  on  the  oi)X)Osite  side  of  the  creek.  His  first  shot  (a  3-inch  solid 
shot  of  the  Hotchkiss  ])attern)  x^assed  between  the  teams  of  one  of  my 
X)ieces  and  lodged  in  the  bank  at  the  side  of  the  road.  My  battery  was 
ordered  to  take  a x>osition  in  a field  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  oxien 
lir(^  Ninety  shell  were  iired,  but  with  what  effect  1 am  unable  to  say. 
Captain  Tidball’s  battery  firing  at  the  same  time  and  a hill  intervening 
to  obstruct  my  view. 

May  27,  having  arrived  at  the  crossing  of  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road, a section  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wilson  was  xuit  iu  position 
on  th(i  road.  Soon  after  a train  of  cars  was  seen  ax:>proaching  from  the 
direction  of  Hanover  Court-House.  Having  reached  a distance  of  about 
1 mile,  1 ordered  him  to  oi)en  fire  with  percussion  shell.  At  the  first 
shot  the  train  was  seen  to  run  back  a short  distance,  and  after  the 
second  shot  to  stox).  Seeing  that  the  train  did  not  move  again,  after 
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firing  12  rounds  the  firing  ceased.  Upon  examination  the  cars  were 
found  deserted,  and  taken  possession  of.  I was  informed  the  following 
morning  by  negroes  who  were  on  the  cars  at  the  time  that  the  first  shot 
went  directly  over  the  train,  struck,  and  exploded  on  the  track,  and  that 
they  were  afraid  to  run  them  farther  back. 

During  the  whole  time  the  battery  was  detached  from  the  Artillery 
Eeserve  I haVe  been  most  ably  and  efficiently  assisted  by  my  chiefs  of 
sections,  viz:  First  Lieut.  John  M.  Wilson,  and  Second  Lieuts.  Carle  A. 
Woodruff  and  A.  O.  Vincent,  of  the  Second  Artillery,  and  my  chiefs  of 
caissons.  First  Lieut.  Perry  Bly,  Mnth  Few  York  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
until  he  was  detached  from  the  battery  on  the  21st  of  May,  1862,  and 
also  by  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  other  enlisted  men  of  the 
batteiy,  both  regulars  and  volunteers,  which  entitles  them  to,  and  I 
hereby  tender  them,  my  most  sincere  thanks.  During  the  skirmish 
near  Slatersville  several  of  the  enemy’s  shell  exploded  in  the  battery, 
but  without  damage,  except  slightly  grazing  Private  John  De  Waigner, 
of  Company  L,  Second  Artillery,  on  the  shoulder,  with  a fragment  of 
case-shot. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  EOBEETSOF, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery ^ Commanding  Batteries  B and  L, 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays, 

Comdg,  Horse  Brig.,  Bes.  Arty.,  Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va 


Camp  near  Westover,  Va.,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I was  detached  from  your  bri- 
gade on  the  26th  of  June,  1862,  and  with  my  own  (Eobertson’s  Horse 
Batteries  B and  L,  Second  Artillery)  and  TidbalFs  Horse  Battery  A, 
Second  Artillery,  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  General  Porter  at’ his 
headquarters  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver,  near  the 
house  of  William  Gaines.  In  comijliance  with  these  instructions  1 left 
my  camp  near  Mitchie’s  house,  Virginia,  at  8 p.  m.,  and  marched  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill  near  Alexander’s  Bridge,  where  I was  delayed  till  11 
o’clock  p.  m.  by  wagon  trains  x>assing  the  bridge  to  the  south.  The 
bridge  having  been  cleared  at  11  p.  m.  I crossed  with  my  command 
and  proceeded  on.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  wagons  in  the  road 
iny  progress  was  very  slow,  and  I did  not  reach  the  point  of  rendez- 
vous till  2 o’clock  a.  m.  the  27th.  Taking  Captain  Tidball  with  me,  I 
at  once  reported  to  General  Porter  in  person.  After  some  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject,  the  general  assigned  each  battery  to  its  special 
duty,  relieving  me  of  all  further  responsibility  of  Battery  A.  With  my 
own  batteries,  B and  L,  I was  posted  in  a peach  orchard  near  the  house 
of  William  Gaines,  with  instructions  to  cover  and  protect  the  rear  of 
General  McCall’s  division,  who  were  falling  back  to  a point  farther 
down  the  Chickahominy.  Soon  after  daylight  the  retiring  troops  began 
to  pass,  and  had  all  filed  by  my  battery  exce])t  one  compaii}"  of  the 
Eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  which  had  been  indicated  to 
me  as  the  rear  of  the  column. 

Meantime  the  enemy,  having  discovered  our  position  or  seen  the 
troops  passing,  opened  fire  uiion  us  from  a heavy  gun  stationed  near 
the  widow  Price’s  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver. 
Several  shot  fell  near  my  battery,  but  without  causing  any  damage. 
At  this  time  also  the  last  company  was  seen  approaching  across  the 
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field  ill  front  of  the  left  of  my  battery,  and  at  the  same  time  sharp 
skirmishing-  was  heard  in  a point  of  woods  about  400  yards  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  right  ])iece  (between  the  positions  occupied  by  mine 
and  Captain  TidbalPs  battery).  Throwing  forward  my  left  wing,  I 
waited’  for  our  skirmishers  to  clear  the  woods,  which  was  indicated  to 
me  by  a detached  section  of  Captain  TidbalPs  battery  opening  tire,  and 
commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  advancing  enemy, 
causing  his  advance  to  retire  on  his  reserves.  The  company  which  was 
pointed  out  to  me  as  the  rear  of  McCalPs  division  having  passed  and 
being  well  on  their  way  to  the  woods  near  Hogan’s,  and  distinctly  hear- 
ing the  enemy’s  columns  advancing  through  the  woods  on  my  right  and 
front,  I retired  simultaneously  with  Captain  TidbalPs  battery,  which 
was  in  view  on  my  right,  Tidball  passing  down  the  road  to  Gaines’ 
Mill  in  column  and  my  battery  in  line  across  the  plain  to  Hogan’s.  I 
arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood  near  Hogan’s  just  after  the  rear 
company  of  infantry  had  entered  it.  I broke  into  column  of  pieces  and 
passed  through  to  clear  ground  beyond  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  where  I 
formed  in  line  and  waited  for  the  infantry  to  again  pass.  The  rear 
company  having,  as  I supposed,  passed  me  and  crossed  the  two  small 
bridges  below,  I rode  to  Dr.  Gaines’  house  to  inform  a small  guard  sta- 
tioned there  that  I was  in  the  rear  of  the  retiring  column,  when  upon 
looking  up  the  road  I saw  several  stragglers,  and  upon  inquiring  of  one 
who  just  then  came  up  I learned  that  they  were  a company  of  the  Ninth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  who  by  some  unaccountable  means 
had  been  left  in  the  rear.  Keeping  the  small  guard  of  Dr.  Gaines’ 
house  with  me  I remained  till  this  company  (who  came  up  without  any 
officer  or  formation)  had  got  well  past  me  and  I could  again  hear  the 
enemy  approaching  through  the  woods  and  see  his  skirmishers  on  the 
hill  to  my  right,  and  having  no  su^iport  within  a mile  except  a small 
guard  of  an  officer  and  17  men  I retired.  While  halted  in  this  last 
position  the  enemy  opened  upon  me  from  a battery  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Chickahomiuy  and  dropped  several  shot  near  my  battery,  but 
without  doing  me  any  damage. 

Having  completed  my  instructions  I reported  with  my  battery  to 
General  Porter  at  his  temporary  headquarters  near  the  Adams  house  and 
was  held  in  reserve  till  about  1.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Porter,  I took  up  a position  on  the  bottom  ground  to  protect  the 
left  of  the  line  resting  on  the  Chickahomiuy  Swamp.  No  enemy  ai)- 
pearing  at  this  point  I remained  in  position  till  near  sunset,  at  which 
time  the  left  of  the  line  was  found  to  retire.  As  soon  as  the  infantry 
had  passed  into  the  low  ground  in  front  of  me  I ojiened  with  shell, 
firing  over  their  heads  at  the  advancing  enemy.  As  the  first  men  and 
officers  of  the  retiring  regiment  came  opposite  my  battery  I used  every 
means  in  my  power,  without  neglecting  my  more  important  duties  with 
the  battery,  to  induce  them  to  halt  and  reform  behind  a small  hill  in 
my  rear,  and  was  most  ably  and  energetically  assisted  by  First  Lieut.  J. 
M.  Wilson,  of  my  battery,  in  these  endeavors,  but  without  success.  The 
enemy  advancing  to  witliin  range,  as  soon  as  the  infantry  passed  1 
commenced  firing  canister,  and  soon  drove  him  from  my  front  to  the 
cover  of  the  woods. 

The  action  to  my  right  and  front  had  now  become  very  close,  and  a 
battery  i)osted  near  me  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  was  forced  to  retire, 
leaving  two  of  its  guns  on  the  field.  It  was  now  getting  to  be  dusk, 
and  the  enemy  were  appearing  on  the  hill  to  my  right,  and  seeing  no 
su[)port  I linibered  np  to  retire,  when  1 was  met  by  a squadron  or  more 
of  liush’s  LaiH'.ers,  t!i(‘.  commanding  officer  of  which  informed  me  he 
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would  protect  my  right.  I agiiiii  brought  my  battery  into  action,  and 
remained  holding  the  enemy  in  check  till  I had  exhausted  all  the 
ammunition  in  my  boxes.  I then  retired,  my  rear  being  protected  by 
the  Lancers  before  mentioned.  Taking  the  road  toward  Alexander’s 
llridge,  I saw  General  Porter  on  the  hill  before  descending  to  enter  the 
swamp,  and  was  told  by  him  to  get  a position  and  coine  into  battery, 
but  upon  being  informed  that  I was  without  ammunition,  he  ordered 
me  to  make  my  way  to  my  camp  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  river.  I 
arrived  and  went  into  camp  at  Mitcdiie’s  house  at  10.30  o’clock  p.  m. 
My  loss  this  day  was  1 man  and  3 horses  missing. 

Saturday,  June  28,  1862,  I left  camp  at  Mitchie’s  house  at  11  o’clock 
p.  m.,  taking  the  road  past  Savage  Station,  and  reached  camp  near 
Turkey  Creek  at  11.30  o’clock  a.  m.  June  30,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  the 
enemy  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon  a portion  of  our  infantry  lying- 
in  reserve  behind  the  brow  of  a hill  from  a battery  stationed  in  the 
woods  on  the  west  side  of  the  swamp,  and  the  infantry  were  forced  to 
leave.  I at  once  placed  my  battery  in  position,  my  right  resting  on 
the  ground  the  infantry  had  just  left.  I fired  157  rounds,  wlien,  the 
enemy’s  battery  having  retired  or  been  disabled,  I ceased  firing  and 
returned  to  camp. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  my  battery  was  held  in  reserve  till  after  sun- 
set, when  I was  ordered  forward  and  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of 
the  road.  It  being  after  dark  when  1 arrived  on  the  field  I found  some 
difficulty  in  getting  to  the  front,  owing  to  a brigade  of  infantry  march- 
ing ofii*  as  I was  going  on  the  ground.  At  the  time  I got  my  battery 
in  position  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  brisk,  but  it  soon  sia(*ke]ied, 
and  finally,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  picket  shot,  ceased  alto- 
gether. At  10  o’clock  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  I withdrew 
my  battery  and  returned  to  camp.  My  loss  was  1 horse  killed  and  1 
wounded.  At  11  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  I moved  with  my 
battery,  taking  the  road  to  Harrison’s  Bar  Landing,  and  arrived  near 
that  place  at  dawn  of  day  on  Wednesday,  July  2.  Thursday,  July  3, 
I reported  to  General  Sykes  for  duty  with  my  battery,  but  my  services 
not  being  needed  I was  held  in  reserve  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
I went  into  camp  near  Westover,  where  I now  am. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  officers  of  my  battery. 
First  Lieut.  J.  M.  AVilsoii  and  Second  Lieuts.  Carle  A.  Woodrufi*  and 
Albert  O.  Vincent,  and  also  to  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  for  their  coolness  and  strict  obedience  to  orders  while  under 
fire,  especially  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  June,  when,  after  having 
limliered  up  to  retire,  they  were  again  brought  into  action  on  the  same 
ground  under  a direct  and  flank  fire.  Where  all  did  so  well  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  particularize. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  EOBEETSOi7, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Corndy.  Horne  Batteries  B and,  L. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays, 

Second  Artillery,  Corndy.  Horse  Artillery  Brlyade, 

Reserve  Artillery,  Camp  near  Westover,  Va. 


Gamp  near  Westover,  Va.,  July  9,  1862. 
Sir:  In  my  report* of  July  5 I inadvertently  omitted  to  mention  the 
name  of  First  Lieut.  A.  M.  liandol.  First  Artillery,  and  now  beg  leave 
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to  state  that  soon  after  1 reported  to  General  Sykes,  on  the  niorning 
of  July  3,  Lieutenant  Eandol  joined  iny  battery  as  a volunteer,  with 
1 sergeant  and  12  privates.  The  battery  not  being  called  into  action, 
late  in  the  afternoon  he  received  an  order  to  report  to  Colonel  Hunt  to 
fit  out  a new  battery  and  left  me. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  EOBEETSON, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Gomdg.  Horse  Batteries  B and  L. 
Col.  William  Hays, 

Second  Arty.,  Gomdg.  Horse  AHy.  Brig.,  Artillery  Reserve. 


No.  100. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Henry  Benson,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations  June 
2S- July  2,  including  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing, 

July  6,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  colonel  commanding 
the  brigade  of  horse  artillery  the  operations  of  my  battery  during  the 
following  days : 

The  battery  left  Camp  Lincoln,  near  Savage  Station,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  28th  of  June,  and  occupied  the  ground  in  front  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Couch,  to  command  the  bridge  across  the  Chickahominy 
at  that  point.  The  object  was  to  drive  the  enemy  back  should  he 
attempt  to  cross  the  bridge.  On  several  occasions  during  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  api^eared  in  force  near  the  head  of  the  bridge,  and  at  one 
time  a body  of  infantry  approached  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
crossing,  but  a few  Schenkl  shell  dropped  among  his  troops  caused 
him  to  retire.  The  battery  remained  in  position  until  10  p.  m.,  and 
then  retired  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge  across  White  Oak  Swamp. 
The  march  was  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  when  the 
battery  was  moved  to  an  advanced  position  on  the  New  Market  road, 
where  it  remained  during  the  night,  the  men  standing  at  their  guns  all 
night.  At  daydawn  the  battery  was  withdrawn,  and  retired  in  the  di- 
rection of  White  Oak  Swamp. 

During  the  30th  the  march  was  continued  until  the  battery  reached 
Malvern  Hill,  where  it  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
July  1 had  one  horse  severely  wounded  by  a shell  from  the  enemy, 
and  late  in  the  afternoon  the  battery  moved  rapidly  to  the  front,  and 
o])ened  tire  on  the  enemy’s  infantry  engaged  with  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Couch.  This  fire  was  continued  until  his  infantry  retired,  when 
it  was  discontinued.  The  battery  remained  in  position  until  ordered 
to  return  by  the  colonel  commanding  brigade,  leaving  one  section, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Barlow,  to  cover  the  returning  infantry, 
and  then  marched  to  camp  near  Charles  City  Court-House,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant. 

Loss  during  the  days  mentioned  above  was  3 horses  wounded  and  2 
lost. 

Lieutenants  Barlow,  Hains,  and  Chapin  commanded  their  sections 
with  their  usual  gallantry.  Conduct  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
irien,  althougii  broken  down  for  want  of  sleep  and  rest,  was  admirable 
on  the  march  and  in  battle.  I would  res])ectfully  hand  in  the  names 
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oT  Sergts.  Terrence  Kiely  and  Henry  PTood,  of  my  batteiA',  for  com- 
missions for  distinguished  conduct  in  the  field  at  Hanover  Court-House 
and  on  other  occasions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BENSON, 
Captain^  Second  Artillery^  Commanding. 

Col.  William  Hays, 

Commanding  Brigade  of  Horse  Artillery. 


No.  101. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  TY.  Getty,  commanding  Second  Brigade.,  Artil- 
lery Reserve j of  operations  June  26-July  1. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve, 
Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing.,  Ya.,  July  8,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
services  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve,  during  the  operations 
Irom  the  26th  of  June  to  the  1st  of  July,  1862 : 

Sinead’s  battery  (K,  Fifth  Artillery),  consisting  of  four  light  12- 
pounder  guns,  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Chicka- 
hominy  on  the  26th  and  27th  of  June,  1862,  being  attached  temiiorarily 
to  the  division  of  General  McCall.  PYr  detailed  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  battery  in  those  actions  I refer  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Smead,  already  submitted.  On  the  30th  of  June  this  battery  was 
placed  in  position  on  the  bluff  near  the  Malvern  house,  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  line  of  batteries,  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June  Ames’  and  Elder’s  batteries  (A, 
Fifth  Artillery,  and  K,  First  Artillery),  of  six  light  12-ponnder  guns 
each,  were  ordered  to  the  division  of  Brig.  Gen.  Willinm  P\  Smith. 
Elder’s  battery  was  held  in  reserve,  while  Ames’  was  placed  in 'position 
v’ith  other  batteries  on  a knoll  about  700  yards  in  rear  of  the  earth- 
works thrown  up  during  the  previous  night  in  the  wheat  field  near 
James  Garnett’s  house.  Whilst  in  this  position  it  was  subjected  to  a 
terrific  cannonade  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy  placed  in  redoubts  and 
from  their  field  iKitteries,  numbering  in  all  probably  twenty -four  guns. 
At  night-fall,  after  the  firing  ceased,  it  was  withdrawn  and  ordered  to 
its  camp,  near  Dr.  Trent’s  house.  Pdder’s  battery  remained  with  Smith, 
and  was  posted  during  the  night  as  follows : Two  sections  near  the 
redoubt  covering  the  entrance  to  the  lines,  the  remaining  sectioii  cov- 
ering the  bridge  on  the  Chickahominy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  battery  was  withdrawn  and  took 
position  at  Courtney’s  house,  where  it  remained  during  the  day.  Dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  night  it  joined  the  brigade  near  Savage  Sta- 
tion, on  tlie  road  crossing  White  Oak  Swamp. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  Elder’s  and  Randol’s  (K,  l^irst  Artil- 
lery, and  E,  PJrst  Artillery)  were  detached  by  your  order,  the  former 
with  the  corps  of  General  Keyes,  the  latter  witli  the  division  of  McCall, 
l^or  the  services  of  their  batteries  while  detached  I refer  to  the  reports 
of  Lieutenants  Ptaudol  and  Elder,  herewith  submitted. 

At  the  battle  of  Malvern,  July  1,  Ames’  battery  was  posted  on  the 
right  of  the  main  road  leading  by  the  house,  and,  with  other  batteries, 
was  supported  by  the  division  of  General  Morell.  The  battery  remained 
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oil  the  field  during'  the  entire  day,  and  was  liandled  with  great  skill. 
Over  1,300  rounds  of  aminnnition  was  expended  by  this  battery  during 
the  day.  Sinead’s  battery  was  held  in  reserve.  About  dusk  it  was 
placed  in  battery  across  the  main  road  in  rear  of  the  main  position, 
with  orders  to  act  as  occasion  might  require. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  admirable  behavior  of  tlie 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  batteries.  During  all  these 
operations  they  bore  the  fatigue  and  deprivation  of  slee]),  and  in  many 
cases  of  food,  without  murmur,  and  were  at  all  times  ready  and  eager 
for  action. 

The  commanders  of  batteries,  Gapt.  John  R.  Smead,  First  Lieuten- 
ants Randol,  Morgan,  Elder,  and  Ames,  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  managed  their  batteries.  First  Lieut. 
Adelbert  Ames,  commanding  Battery  A,  Fifth  Artillery,  deserves  par- 
ticular mention  for  gallantry  and  skill  at  the  battles  of  Ghickahominy 
and  jMalvern.  He  was  ably  supported  by  his  chiefs  of  section.  First 
Lieut.  William  D.  Fuller,  Third  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieuts.  James 
Gilliss  and  George  W.  Grabb,  Fifth  Artillery.  In  this  connection  I 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  First  Lieut. 
Samuel  N.  Benjamin,  of  Garlisle’s  battery,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th 
June,  1802.  Although  disabled  and  unable  to  stand  without  crutches, 
he  remained  with  Lieutenant  Ames’  battery  after  his  own  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  directed  and  encouraged  the  men  until  the  firing- 
ceased.  He  remained  with  the  battery  until  it  was  withdrawn,  after 
night  fall.  On  this  occasion  Gaptain  Garlisle’s  (Second  Artillery)  con- 
duct was  also  admirable.  Other  officers  of  the  batteries  doubtless  be- 
haved with  gallantry  and  skill ; all,  however,  with  the  exception  of 
those  mentioned  above,  were  most  of  the  time  on  detached  servic(‘. 
I was  therefore  deprived  of  the  ojiportunity  of  observing  their  conduct. 

Asst.  Surg.  John  W.  S.  Gouley,  U.  S.  Army,  the  medical  officer  of 
the  brigade,  was  on  the  field  on  the  27th  June.  On  this  occasion  and 
at  the  battle  of  Malvern  his  professional  services  in  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  wounded  were  invaluable. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Gol.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  Artillery  Reserve. 


102. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Alamon  M.  Randol.,  Battery  jF,  First  U.  S.  Artillery, 
of  operations  May  21 -June  30,  including  the  battle  of  Glendale,  or  Nel- 
son’’s Farm  {Frazier^s  Farm). 

Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Landinu,  Ya., 

July  G,  1862. 

Golonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  battery,  E,  First 
Artillery,  arrived  in  camp  near  New  Bridge  May  27.  On  June  1 I was 
ordered  with  my  whole  battery  to  a position  near  one  of  the  bridges  on 
the  Ghickahominy,  and  remained  there  until  about  sunset,  when  I was 
relieved  by  jiart  of  the  Maryland  Artillery.  The  whole  battery  was 
again  on  picket  at  New  Bi  idge  June  5,  remaining  in  position  twenty- 
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four  hours.  On  the  9th  of  June  the  right  and  left  sections  were  again 
on  picket — the  right  at  New  Bridge  and  the  left  at  the  bridge  i in - 
mediately  below  it.  On  the  11th  of  June  1 crossed  the  Ghickaboininy 
to  Camp  Lincoln.  On  the  27th  of  June,  while  tlie  battle  was  in  prog- 
ress beyond  the  Chickahominy,  my  battery  was  hitched  np  and  in 
readiness,  but  did  not  leave  camp  until  the  morning  of  the  28th, 
when  it  took  a position  to  command  the  bridge — Lieutenant  Hill  and 
the  right  section  on  the  road  near  the  bridge,  Lieutenant  Olcott  and 
the  left  section  at  the  bridge  immediately  below,  the  center  section 
movable.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  destroyed  Lieutenant  Hill  moved 
his  section  back  some  200  yards,  and  took  up  a position  to  command 
the  bridge. 

At  about  11  o’clock  p.  m.  the  order  was  given  to  retreat,  and  1 
marched  all  night  and  part  of  the  next  day,  crossing  White  Oak  ISwaini), 
and  coming  into  the  temporary  camp  of  the  Artillery  Beserve  about  11 
a.  m.  oil  the  29th.  Toward  evening,  in  compliance  with  your  orders, 
1 reported  with  my  battery  to  General  McCall  on  the  New  Market  road, 
and  was  placed  liy  him  on  picket  during  the  night.  On  the  30th  ot 
June  my  whole  battery  was  engaged  in  action  with  the  enemy  until 
about  4.30  p.  m.,  when  my  supports  became  panic-struck  and  ran.  My 
cannoneers  Avere  driven  from  their  posts  with  the  bayouet  and  my  guns 
were  taken.  I rallied  a few  companies  of  the  supporting  regiment  and 
retook  my  guns,  but  was  unable  to  hold  them  or  remove  them  from  tluA 
held.  I then  joined  the  remnant  of  my  battery,  and  reported  with  them 
at  City  Point  same  night. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PvANHOL, 

First  Lieutenant^  First  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery  E. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Getty, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  Artillery  Reserve. 


Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya., 

July  7,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  rejiort  that  in  compliance  v/ith  your 
orders  I left  the  temiiorary  camp  of  the  Artillery  Eeserve,  near  White 
Oak  Swamp,  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  June,  in  company  with  Ben- 
son’s battery,  and  reported  lo  General  McCall  on  the  Ncav  Market  road, 
near  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  to  Malvern  Hill. 

At  dusk  we  proceeded  about  a mile  and  a half  along  the  New  Market 
road,  when  I was  ordered  by  General  McCall  to  place  the  battery  in 
position  in  a field  on  the  right  of  the  road  and*  await  further  orders. 
The  position  designated  by  the  general  was  at  the  foot  of  a hill  covered 
Avith  small  trees  and  underbrush,  the  soil  SAvampy.  Supposing  that 
the  field  was  selected  merely  for  an  encampment  for  the  night,  and  not 
for  a position  of  defense,  1 made  no  objection  to  entering  it.  Fortu- 
nately the  enemy  did  not  make  his  appearance,  and  nothing  of  impor- 
tance occurred  during  the  night  except  three  disgracefnl  stampedes  by 
the  infantry  of  McCall’s  division.  About  an  hour  before  daybreak  an 
aide  of  General  M(;Call’s  informed  me  that  the  division  Avas  on  the 
Avrong  road,  having  moved  too  far  to  the  Avcst,  and  ordered  me  to  hitch 
in  and  follow  them  to  the  junction  of  the  two  I'oads  above  numtioned. 
I did  so,  and  on  applying  to  Geneia!  McAhill  forturther  orders  was  told 
to  remain  where  J aa  as. 
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About  2 p.  ui.  our  advance  pickets  on  the  New  Market  road  were 
driven  in  and  measures  immediately  taken  for  forming  our  line  of  battle. 
I was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Meade  to  place  my  battery  on  a 
held  on  the  right  of  the  New  Market  road  and  on  the  left  of  Captain 
Thompson’s  battery  (G,  of  the  Second  Artillery).  Not  having  room  for 
the  whole  battery,  I placed  four  iiieces  in  iiosition,  leaving  the  left  sec- 
tion (Lieutenant  Olcott)  movable.  Soon  after  General  Kearny  appeared 
on  the  held  and  changed  the  front  of  Captain  Thomiison’s  battery  to 
right  angj.es  with  mine.  I then  placed  one  piece  of  Lieutenant  Olcott’s 
section  in  position  in  the  road  on  my  left,  near  the  woods,  to  command  it. 

Shortly  after  the  enemy  apj^eared  in  some  force  on  our  left  and  drove 
a regiment  of  our  skirmishers,  who  ran  without  bring  a shot.  Imme- 
diately after  the  enemy  opened  hre  on  the  batteries  on  my  left,  which 
was  at  once  replied  to,  and  a herce  cannonading  ensued,  which  lasted 
about  thirty  minutes.  As  the  enemy  was  beyond  the  range  of  m^^ 
guns  and  their  movements  hidden  by  the  woods  I did  not  open  on 
them,  lest  I should  iiimecessarily  expose  the  battery  to  a hre  which  we 
could  not  return  with  any  ettect.  After  the  bring  of  the  enemy  had 
ceased,  and  while  they  were  supposed  to  be  forming  for  a charge,  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Meade  I bred  four  rounds  of  spherical  (jase  into  the 
woods  in  front  of  me,  but  receiving  no  reply,  a regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Reserves  was  sent  into  the  woods  on  my  left  to  ascertain  their  iiosition. 
They  met  them,  bred  one  volley,  broke  and  ran,  closely  pursued  by 
the  enemy.  As  soon  as  our  hying  troops  had  unmasked  Lieutenant 
Olcott’s  gun  he  opened  on  the  enemy  with  canister,  making  a terrible 
slaughter  iu  their  ranks.  After  this  brst  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the 
batteries  on  my  left  having  been  repulsed,  I ordered  Lieutenant  Olcott 
to  limber  up  and  come  in  battery  with  his  section  on  my  right.  Soon 
the  enemy  made  a second  attack  on  the  batteries  on  my  left,  when  I 
changed  front  forward  on  my  left  jiiece,  so  as  to  take  them  in  hank. 
Again  they  were  forced  to  retire,  but  not  until  they  had  driven  the 
cannoneers  away  from  all  of  the  batteries  on  the  left  and  killed  many 
of  their  horses.  They  next  appeared  on  my  iiresent  right  hank  (my 
former  front),  Avheu  I immediately  changed  front  to  the  rear  on  my  left 
piece.  Captain  Thompson  also  changed  front  to  a line  parallel  to  mine, 
his  pieces  being  in  line  with  my  caissons.  The  rebels  approached  under 
cover  to  within  300  yards,  Avhen  I o])ened  on  them  with  canister.  The}" 
came  boldly  on,  notwithstandiyg  the  frightful  havoc  made  among  them, 
to  within  100  yards  of  the  battery,  Avheii  they  broke  and  ran,  but  were 
rallied  behind  a second  regiment,  advancing  to  the  attack,  who  ap- 
proached to  about  50  yards,  but  they  too  were  driven  back  in  confusion 
with  great  slaughter.  My  infantry  supports,  who  during  the  attack 
were  lying  down  between  the  lines  of  my  limbers  and  caissons  bring  at 
the  enemy,  arising  for  a charge  on  the  disordered  mass,  I ceased  bring. 

Early  in  the  engagement  1 had  cautioned  both  officers  and  men  of 
my  supports  that  if  they  charged  in  front  of  the  battery  and  were 
obliged  to  fall  back,  they  should  at  once  unmask  my  bre  by  returning 
by  the  banks  of  the  battery.  They  rushed  boldly  to  the  charge,  con- 
bdent  of  an  easy  victory,  but  being  met  by  a fre-sh  regiment,  the  third 
of  the  coluinn  of  attack,  they  lired  once,  were  seized  by  unaccountable 
panic  and  bed,  threw  away  tlieir  arms,  and  rushed  directly  for  the  bat- 
tery. I in  vain  endeavored  to  make  them  unmask  my  bre.  On  they 
(;ame,  th(‘  fo(*,  close  Ixbiind  them,  till  when  vithin  30  yards  1 gave  the 
comirmnd  to  tire  ; but  it  was  too  late.  Tliey  rushed  through  the  bat- 
tery, followed  by  m^aiiy  50  of  the  enemy.  When  onr  trooi)S  broke  I 
ordered  th(‘,  j)ieces  to  be  limbered  to  the  reai*,  ])jit  38  of  my  liorses  lay 
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dead  ou  the  field  and  many  were  hadly  wounded.  Captain  Thompson's 
battery  had  opened  fire  also,  and  being  on  the  same  line  with  our  cais- 
sons it  was  impossible  to  move  up  the  limbers  of  the  caissons,  so  I 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  field. 

When  the  enemy  entered  the  battery  they  drove  the  cannoneers 
(who  had  up  to  this  time  kept  up  the  fire)  from  their  posts  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  and  took  Lieutenant  Hill,  who  was  liadly  wounded,  a 
prii!,oner.  It  was  impossible  to  stop  all  our  frightened,  flying  supports, 
but  I rallied  a few  coini)anies,  and  with  them  charged  the  battery  and 
retook  it,  one  of  tlieir  officers  recapturing  Lieutenant  Hill;  but  we 
could  not  hold  our  advantage.  The  enemy  were  within  50  yards,  charg- 
ing again,  and  I was  obliged  to  leave  the  field. 

I found  two  caissons  and  four  limbers  and  the  bulk  of  the  men  of 
my  battery  on  the  road  about  half  a mile  from  the  battle-field,  and 
proceeded  with  them  to  the  hospital,  where  the  wounded  of  my  battery 
had  been  carried.  Soon  afterward  1 moved  the  remnant  of  the  bat- 
tery, carrying  all  my  wounded  except  2 to  City  Point,  where  I reported 
in  person  to  the  colonel.  My  loss  during  the  action  was  2 killed  and  8 
wounded.  Thirty-eight  horses  were  killed  and  8 wounded.  I also  lost 
six  light  12-pouuder  guns,  four  caissons  partially  packed,  and  two  lim- 
bers. 

The  regiment  that  pretended  to  support  the  battery  was  the  Fourth 
Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserves.  They  acted  very  badly,  rushing 
forward  as  if  to  charge  the  enemy,  receiving  one  volley,  breaking  and 
running,  notwithstanding  the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  General  Meade 
and  his  staff  to  rally  them. 

I would  particularly"  call  your  attention  to  the  conduct  of  my  officers 
and  men  during  the  engagement.  It  was  gallant  and  meritorious  in 
the  extreme,  although  almost  completely  worn-out  by  frequent  picket 
duty  and  long  and  tedious  marclies  night  and  day ; yet  they  performed 
their  duty  willingly  and  cheerfully,  and  manfully  stood  by  their  guns 
till  (being  unarmed)  they  were  driven  from  them  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  Lieutenant  Hill,  who  was  badly  wounded,  taken  i^risoner, 
but  retaken,  acted  with  commendable  bravery  and  coolness,  and  was 
one  of  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed 
upon  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  E.  W.  Olcott  during  the  whole  engagement; 
constantly  active,  ever  foremost  in  the  fray,  endeavoring  to  rally  our 
panic-stricken  supports  by  voice  and  action,  it  was  a miracle  he  was 
not  killed.  After  we  had  been  driven  from  the  battery  he  joined  Cap- 
tain Thompson,  and  did  noble  <luty  as  cannoneer  to  one  of  his  guns. 
He  left  the  field  with  me,  but  after  we  had  assembled  the  remnants  of 
the  battery  he  returned  and  acted  as  volunteer  aide  to  one  of  our  gen- 
erals. All  my  non-commissioned  officers  performed  their  duty  with 
great  gallantry,  and  where  all  did  so  nobly  it  would  seem  invidious  to 
make  any  distinction  among  them  ; but  I would  particularly  recommend 
for  promotion  my  first  sergeant,  James  Chester,  Avho  commanded  the 
center  section  of  the  batter^",  and  exhibited  qualities  which  eminently 
fit  him  for  a higher  position  than  the  one  he  now  fills.  The  greater 
part  of  my  command  were  in  the  attacks  on  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens, 
and  they  did  not  belie  the  almost  world  wide  reputation  they  there 
obtained  for  bravery,  skill,  and  endurance. 

Yerv  res])ectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PANDOL, 

Lieiitenant^  First  Artillery^  Comdg.  Battery  F, 

tffil.  George  W.  Getty, 

U,  S,  Army^  Comdg.  Second  Brigade.^  Artillery  Reserve. 
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Camp  of  Artillery  Reserve, 

July  25^  1862. 

General  : In  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of  New  Market  I stated 
it  was  the  Foiii  tli  Pennsylvania  Reserves  that  rushed  toward  the  enemy, 
received  one. volley,  broke  and  ran,  charging  through  my  battery.  Since 
then  I liave  been  led  to  believe,  from  testimony  given  in  court  of  inquiry 
and  statement  made  to  me  by  Colonel  Magilton,  that  I was  mistaken 
about  tlie  number  of  the  regiment.  My  mistake  arose  from  the  fact 
that  Colonel  Magilton’s  regiment  was  early  in  the  engagement  posted 
between  my  limbers  and  caissons,  and  I was  not  then  aware  he  had 
changed  his  position  and  another  regiment  taken  his  ])lace.  Injustice 
to  Colonel  Magilton  I would  therefore  respectfully  request  that  so  much 
of  my  report  as  designates  the  number  of  the  regiment  be  corrected, 
the  rest  of  the  report  remaining  unaltered. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  RANDOL, 

First  Lieutenant^  First  Artillery, 

Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  elOHN  Porter, 

Commanding  Fifth  CorpSj  Army  of  the  Fotomac. 


No.  103. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Samuel  S.  Elder , Battery  K,  First  U.  S.  Artillery^  of 
operations  June  21-July  3. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bend, 

July  5,  1802. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  having  been  temporarily  trans- 
ferred to  Light  Company  K,  First  Artillery,  I assumed  command  of 
that  company  June  26,  1862,  at  Camp  Lincoln,  near  Trent’s  house,  on 
the  Chickahominy.  On  the  27th  I was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  front 
with  the  battery  of  maneuver  and  remained  in  line  on  the  plain  near 
the  headquarters  of  Brigadier-General  Smith  until  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  when  I was  ordered  to  place  two  sections  of  my  battery  on  the 
right  and  front  of  our  line  of  intrenchments  at  that  point,  wliich  was 
done  under  a brisk  fire  of  the  enemy’s  musketry,  with  no  other  casualty 
than  the  loss  of  one  man  mortally  wounded,  Private  James  Kellian,  of 
Company  G,  First  Artillery,  who  has  since  died.  My  remaining  section 
was  in  the  mean  time  placed  to  command  the  bridge  over  the  Chicka- 
hominy, which  had  been  partially  destroyed.  On  the  29th  the  sections 
were  withdrawn  and  the  battery  placed  in  position  about  1,200  yards 
in  rear  of  our  line  of  intrenchments. 

About  9 o’clock  a.  in.  of  the  same  day  the  battery  was  withdrawn, 
and  after  a tedious  march  joined  the  Artillery  Reserve  in  camj)  near  the 
ci  ossing  of  the  Wliite  Oak  Swamp  about  noon  of  the  30th.  I was  here 
directed  to  report  to  Major-General  Keyes,  and  by  him  ordered  to  i)lace 
myself  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Couch,  and  under  his 
orders  arrived  on  the  James  River  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1862,  at  a 
point  near  Turkey  Bridge.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  General 
Keyes  I placed  my  right  secition  in  battery  on  an  elevation  command- 
ing Turkey  Bridge,  masking  the  pieces,  and  the  remaining  four  pieces 
in  position  on  the  right  of  the  general’s  headquarters.  On  the  2d  of 
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July  1 was  relieved  from  duty  with  General  Keyes  and  ordered  to 
report  for  duty  to  General  Smith,  who  directed  the  battery  to  be  placed 
in  position  on  his  right.  About  1 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  1 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  General  Smith’s  command  and  ordered  to 
fall  back  to  this  point,  where  the  battery  arrived  about  G o’clock  p.  m. 

I regret  to  report  that  while  on  the  march  to  this  camp  one  oi‘  tlic 
carriages  of  Battery  G,  Fourth  Artillery,  which  had  fallen  in  rear  of  its 
battery,  drove  up  at  a trot  while  one  of  iiiy  pieces  was  crossing  a narrow' 
bridge,  crowding  the  horses  from  the  bridge  into  the  stream,  which  was 
some  5 or  G feet  deep,  drowning  3 of  my  horses,  severely  injuring  one  of 
my  drivers,  and  temporarily  disabling  the  piece.  It  was  impossible  to 
save  the  limber  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  road  was  rat)itlly 
being  blocked  up.  I therefore  attached  a prolonge  to  the  lunette  of  the 
axle-strap,  drew  the  piece  to  the  rear,  and  unlimbering  a caisson  lim- 
bered up  the  piece  and  abandoned  the  caisson,  having  first  destroyed 
the  ammunition.  I have  also  to  report  that  4 men  of  the  battery  are 
missing  since  the  night  of  June  30.  The  men  of  the  battery  had  been 
three  nights  without  sleep,  and  during  the  temporary  halts  which  the 
nature  of  the  road  made  necessary  would  drop  asleep  in  their  saddles 
and  by  the  guns.  Several  were  thus  left  behind  the  battery,  not 
being  seen  in  the  darkness.  I regret  to  say  that  four  of  these  are  still 
absent. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  S.  ELDEK, 

First  Lieutenant^  First  Artillery,  Comdg.  Battery  K. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Getty, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve, 


Ko.  104. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Morgan,  Batteip  G,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery, 
of  operations  June  M)-July  4. 

Camp  near  James  River,  Va.,  July  5,  18G2. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  your  directions  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  services  of  Battery  G,  Fourth  Artillery,  since 
it  joined  your  brigade  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  June,  18G2 : 

Until  the  morning  of  the  28th  no  special  service  was  rendered,  though 
the  battery  was  frequently  in  harness  many  hours  at  a time  waiting  for 
orders.  About  daylight  on  the  28th  a section  of  the  battery  was  placed 
in  position  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  Grapevine  Bridge.  About  10 
a.  m.  of  the  same  day  the  battery  marched  to  Bottom’s  Bridge  (a  march 
of  10  or  12  miles),  where  I reported  to  General  Kaglee.  The  battery 
was  placed  in  position  here  to  dispute  the  crossing.  At  4 j).  m.  the 
next  day  I drew  off  four  of  the  pieces,  all  the  caissons,  and  three  piec(\s 
and  caissons  of  a volunteer  battery,  leaving  a section  behind,  uiid(‘r 
Lieutenant  Dickenson.  One  piece  of  this  section  joined  the  batteiy 
that  night,  the  other  the  day  that  the  reserve  arrived  at  its  ])rese!j( 
camp.  After  leaving  Bottom’s  Bridge  I reported  to  General  Feck  at. 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  marched  with  his  command  to  the 
James  River.  On  this  occasion  the  battery  was  on  the  road  from  4 
p.  m.  till  11a.  m.  on  the  30th,  a x)eriod  of  nineteen  hours. 

At  2 o’clock  ]).  ni.  on  the  30th  I was  ordered  to  report  to  the  chief 
of  artillery  of  Keyes’  corps.  The  battery  was  placed  in  line  of  battle 
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about  4 o’clock,  where  it  remained  until  noon  of  the  next  day,  when 
it  was  ordered  to  the  rear  again  and  placed  in  line  of  battle  iu  Smith’s 
division.  About  5 o’clock  it  was  withdrawn,  marched  to  the  bottom 
on  the  river,  where  it  was  parked  till  1 a.  m.  on  the  2d  July,  wlien  it 
resumed  the  march  for  the  camp  now  occupied  by  the  Artillery  lieserv  e, 
where  it  arrived  at  6 a.  m.  At  noon  on  the  3d  July  the  battery  was 
again  iu  line  of  battle  in  Smith’s  division,  where  it  now  remains. 

From  the  30th  June  to  the  4th  July  the  men  were  without  rations 
excei^t  such  food  as  could  be  found  without  apparent  owners  on  tlu‘ 
road,  with  the  exception  of  a little  hard  bread  and  coffee  issued  at  the 
landing  on  the  2d  July. 

I have  expended  to  date  11  round  shell,  10  solid  shot,  and  0 spherical 
case. 

The  right  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Dickenson,  tired  a few  rounds 
during  the  battle  of  Monday.  The  rest  of  the  ammunition  has  been 
expended  on  i:)icket  or  advanced  duty.  One  man  disappeared  on  th<' 
night  of  the  1st  July,  supposed  to  have  straggled  and  been  taken 
prisoner. 

Two  horses  (one  unserviceable)  were  lost  on  the  march.  No  other 
casualty  or  loss  of  material  has  occurred,  and  the  battery  is  now  en- 
tirely serviceable.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  battery  has  not  been  with- 
out its  share  of  severe  work,  though  deprived  of  the  more  agreeable 
duty  of  engaging  in  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MOKGAN, 

First  Lieutenant^  Fourth  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery, 

Col.  Geokge  W.  Getty, 

Commanding  Seeond  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve, 


No.  105. 

Reports  of  Lieut,  Adelhert  Ames,  Battery  A,  Fifth  U,  JS.  ArtiUery,  of 
action  at  GarnetVs  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bar  Landing,  Va., 

July  5,  1802. 

Hir:  On  the  27th  of  June  last  Battery  A,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  was 
ordered  into  position  near  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver  in 
Iront  of  General  Smith’s  lines.  About  12  o’clock  a heavy  cannonade 
was  opened  upon  us  by  five  rebel  batteries,  four  of  Avhicli  Avere  in  held 
works.  Their  distances  varied  from  800  to  1,500  yards  and  their  lire 
converging.  After  a cannonading  of  about  an  hour  and  a half  they  were 
silenced.  Their  loss  is  supiiosed  to  have  been  considerable.  During 
the  afternoon  all  the  batteries  but  my  oavii  were  withdraAvu,  the  bring 
having  ceased.  At  about  sunset  a brisk  hre  was  opened  on  us.  It  con- 
tinued hfteen  or  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy’s  guns  numbered  at  least 
twenty  and  their  practice  very  good. 

During  both  engagements  our  guns  were  served  with  coolness  and 
effect.  The  amount  of  ammunition  I expended  was  273  rounds. 

My  olhijers,  First  Lieut.  VV.  D.  Fuller,  Third  Artillery,  and  Second 
Lieuts.  J.  Gilliss  and  George  W.  Crabb,  Fifth  Artillery,  conducted 
themselves  most  creditably.  I consider  it  my  duty  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  conduct  of  First  Lieut.  S.  N.  Benjamin,  Second  Artil- 
lery. Although  lame  and  obliged  to  use  crutches  he  remained  on  the 
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Iitild  uilcr  liiis  own  battery  bad  retired,  and  greatly  assisted  me  in  the 
second  cannonading. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respecttullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  AMES, 

Firaf  Lieutenant^  Fifth  Artillerjj^  Commanding  Battery  A. 
Lient.  i'ol.  George  W.  Getty, 

Cominanding  tSeeond  Brigade^  Artillery  Beserve. 


Oam]^  near  Harrison^s  Bar  Landing,  Va., 

July  4,  18()2. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
engngemeiit  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  II.  S.  Artillery,  in  the  battle  of  duly 
1,  1852 : 

The  battery  was  in  position  in  a held  at  distances  varying  from  400 
to  1,100  yards  from  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy.  In  the  forenoon  a 
heavy  cannonading  was  opened  upon  us  and  continued  at  intervals 
during  the  day.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  charged  a battery 
on  our  right,  but  were  entirely  cut  up,  with  loss  of  their  colors.  In 
tills  instance  our  canister  \vere  very  effective.  Vigorous  attempts  were 
afterward  made  by  heavy  masses  to  turn  our  left.  A heavy  artillery 
tire  was  poured  into  them,  canister  being  used  from  time  to  time. 
After  night  fall  all  our  ammunition  but  a few  rounds  of  canister  was 
expended.  To  use  them  to  advantage  we  maintained  onr  position  for 
some  time  under  a heavy  musketry  fire.  During  the  battle  1,392  rounds 
of  ammunition  were  expended.  To  obtain  this  quantity  the  caissons 
were  sent  to  the  rear  as  soon  as  emptied.  Had  not  the  ammunition 
train  been  removed  we  would  not  have  failed  of  ammunition  at  any 
time. 

During  the  time  we  were  in  iiosition  two  or  three  batteries  were  suc- 
cessively in  iiosition  on  our  left  and  three  or  four  on  our  right,  being 
relieved  as  their  ammunition  was  expended. 

My  officers,  First  Lieut.  A'.  D.  Fuller,  Third  Artillery,  and  Second 
LieiUs.  J.  Gilliss  and  George  W.  Orabb,  Fifth  Artillery,  behaved  with 
great  coolness  and  bravery,  ;ind  ably  seconded  all  my  efforts.  My  non- 
commissioned officers  made  themselves  conspicuous  b3^  their  bravery 
and  skill  in  handling  their  guns.  Every  private  of  the  battery  nobly 
did  his  duty. 

1 am,  sir,  verv  respectfully',  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  AMES, 

First  Lieutenant^  Fifth  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery  A. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Getty, 

Commanding  ^Second  Brigade^  Artillery  Resenie. 


No.  105. 

Reports  of  Capt.  dohn  R.  iSmead,  Battery  Fifth  U,  R.  Artillery^  of  opera- 
tions May  11-July  2,  inelnding  the  battles  of  Media nicsville  and  Gaines' 
Mill  and  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge. 

Lamp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  James  Biver,  Va., 

July  5, 1852. 

Colonel  : Having  been  directed  to  submit  a rejiort  of  the  move- 
ments of  my^  battery,  K,  Fifth  Artillery',  since  leaving  Boper’s  Church, 
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L have  the  honor  to  state  the  battery  reached  that  j)oint  on  Sunday, 
May  11,  and  from  there  marched  to  tlie  camp  of  the  Artillery  Reserve 
near  New  Bridge  over  the  Chickahominy  River,  reaching  the  latter 
])lace  on  May  28,  passing  Cumberland  May  13,  and  White  House 
May  17. 

On  June  1 and  2 the  battery  was  in  position  covering  the  construction 
ot  Upper  Bridge  over  the  Chickahominy  River  o])posite  William  Gaines’ 
house.  Four  shots  were  tired  (high)  over  the  battery  from  the  enemy’s 
guns.  June  ti  Lieutenant  Piper  went  with  his  section  to  guard  New 
Bridge,  and  Lieutenant  Brewerton  witli  his  to  Upper  Bridge.  They 
were  relieved  June  7.  Sent  again  on  the  lltli  and  relieved  on  the  13th. 

June  13  the  Artillery  Reserve,  except  my  own  and  one  20- pounder 
Parrott  battery,  crossed  the  Chickahominy.  I was  ordered  to  report 
for  orders  to  General  Fitz  John  Porter.  June  17  the  battery  went 
on  duty  at  New  Bridge  in  position  behind  a breastwork.  About  3 
o’clock  p.  m.  June  18,  by  order  of  General  Porter,  the  battery  tired 
about  a dozen  shots  at  the  enemy’s  battery  near  Mrs.  Price’s  liouse,  to 
draw  its  tire.  The  battery  opened  upon  us  very  briskly.  As  my  shells 
did  not  quite  reach  only  the  above  number  of  rounds  were  tired,  but 
the  enemy  continued  to  shell  us  for  nearly  an  hour,  bursting  them  close 
in  front  of  and  over  the  breastwork.  My  men  lay  close  under  the 
epaulement,  and  none  were  injured.  My  horses  I had  sent  back  to  camp. 
The  shells  thrown  were  10-jjounder  Parrott  and  3-inch.  Three  spokes 
of  one  of  my  gun-carriage  wheels  were  cut.  The  paulins  spread 
between  the  guns  to  shade  the  men  were  much  (uit  by  fragments  of 
shell,  one  having  twelve  holes  through  it.  An  emi)ty  camp-kettle, 
standing  a few  yards  in  rear  of  the  battery,  had  a Parrott  shot  through 
both  sides  without  moving  or  upsetting  it.  The  battery  was  relieved 
on  the  18th.  June  22  Lieutenant  Brewerton  was  posted  again  at  Upper 
Bridge  and  relieved  on  the  23d.  June  24  1 received  orders  to  report 
with  the  battery  for  temporary  duty  with  General  McCall’s  division. 
General  Reynolds,  of  that  division,  directed  me  to  place  one  section  to 
command  the  Mechanics ville  Lower  road.  I sent  Lieutenant  Piper 
with  his  section.  June  25  Lieutenant  Brewerton  was  detached  by  or- 
ders from  headquarters  Artillery  Reserve,  and  sent  to  rei)ort  to  Captain 
Gibson,  Third  Artillery.  Lieutenant  Van  Reed  with  his  section  relieved 
Lieutenant  Piper.  June  26  1 was  directed  by  General  Reynolds  to  take 
my  reinaijiing  section  and  occupy  the  small  breastwork  on  the  Upper 
Mechanicsville  road.  During  the  afternoon  the  enemy  attacked  in 
force  with  artillery  and  infantry. 

In  this  battle  my  battery  was  divided  as  above  stated,  Itieutenant. 
Piper  commanding  the  right  and  Lieutenant  Van  Reed  the  left  section. 
Taentenant  Piper  was  severely,  but  I am  happy  to  say  not  dangerously, 
wounded  by  a musket-ball  in  the  right  hip  early  in  the  action.  I was 
then  obliged  to  remain  with  his  section  and  unable  to  superintend  the 
section  under  Taeutenant  Van  Reed.  However,  I am  glad  to  be  able 
to  say  that  General  Seymour  informed  me  that  Lieutenant  Van  Reed 
handled  his  guns  well  and  did  very  etticient  service.  Lieutenant  Piper 
also  did  good  service  at  short  ranges  with  shrapnel  and  canister.  Pri- 
vate .John  Duffy,  of  Lieutenant  Piper’s  section,  was  killed  by  a musket- 
ball  through  the  foreln^ad.  Three  horses  of  Lieutenant  Piper’s  section 
were  wounded.  In  Lieutenant  Van  Reed’s  section  James  Sullivan,  a 
private  of  Captain  Taft’s  company,  of  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery, 
temporarily  attached  to  my  battery,  was  wounded  by  a fragment  of 
shell.  He  went  to  the  rear  and  has  been  missing  since — supposed  to 
have  died.  Three  horses  were  killed  in  Ueutenant  Van  Reed’s  section. 
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Ill  this  battle  the  battery  (four  guns)  expended  about  350  rounds  of 
ammunition — shell,  shrapnel,  and  some  canister. 

At  daybreak,  June  27, 1 was  directed  to  withdraw  and  unite  the  sec- 
tions. 1 remained  with  General  McCall’s  division  near  Adams’  house, 
between  Gaines’  Mill  and  Woodbury’s  Bridge,  until  about  11  o’clock  a. 
m.,  and  was  then  ordered  across  the  Ghickahominy  to  obtain  ammuni- 
tion, forage,  and  rations,  my  wagons  having  been  sent  across  the  daypre- 
vious.  In  the  afternoon  the  battery  returned  to  the  field  north  of  the 
Ghickahominy,  where  the  battle  of  27th  of  June  was  then  progressing, 
and  got  into  position  at  the  close  of  the  battle  in  time  to  give  the  ad- 
vancing enemy  40  or  50  rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel.  The  battery 
was  under  their  artillery  fire  for  a short  time,  but  without  loss  of  men. 
Lieutenant  Van  Keed’s  horse  was  wounded  at  this  time  by  a fragment 
of  shell. 

About  2 o’clock  a.  in.  June  28  the  battery  was  ordered  across  the 
Ghickahominy,  and  took  position  to  cover  the  crossing  at  Woodbury’s 
Bridge.  There  it  remained  until  after  dark  on  the  same  day,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Getty,  commanding  Second  Brigade 
Artillery  Keserve,  and  marched  Avith  his  brigade  to  White  Oak  Swamp 
Bridge,  arriving  there  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  June  29,  and  remaining  in 
harness  until  the  morning  of  June  30,  when  the  battery  moved  to  Tur- 
key Island  Bridge  and  took  position  on  the  bluff  to  the  left  of  the  Mal- 
vern house,  to  sweep  the  lower  Bichmond  road.  During  that  afternoon 
a battery  of  the  enemy  of  four  guns,  apparently,  opened  fire  upon  us, 
about  900  yards  from  and  nearly  opposite  to  my  position.  Captain 
Voegelee’s  20  pounder  Parrott,  Captain  Weed’s  3-inch,  and  my  battery 
of  12-pounders  returned  the  fire  and  soon  silenced  the  enemy’s  battery. 
I have  been  informed  that  two  guns  and  30  dead  horses  were  found  at 
that  point  next  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 my  battery  was  withdrawn  from  its  posi- 
tion. About  sunset  1 received  orders  to  place  it  at  the  gorge  of  the 
woods  just  in  rear  of  the  battle-field,  and  to  hold  this  point  as  long  as 
l)ossible  in  case  our  troops  should  be  driven  back.  I was  thankful  the 
emergency  did  not  arise  which  Avoiild  have  called  the  battery  into  action. 

About  11  o’clock  p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  march  to  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  at  daylight  on  the  2d  of  July,  with  my  men  and  horses  nearly 
exhausted  with  the  fatigues  of  the  past  week.  My  horses  were  in  har- 
ness from  June  25  until  July  2.  Aly  oftictrs  and  men  bore  up  under 
their  fatigue  without  complaint  and  behaved  gallantly  in  action,  and 
on  arriving  here  not  one  was  missing,  except  those  killed  or  wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted . 

JNO.  R.  SMEAI), 

Captain^  Fifth  ArtiUery. 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  ArtiUery  Beserve^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing, 

James  Bivcr^  Va.,  July  fi,  1862. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  battery  during  the  battles  of  the  26th  and  27th  of 
June  and  on  the  march  to  this  iioint: 

Battery  K,  Fifth  Artillery  (4-gun  battery),  belonging  to  the  Artillery 
Reserve,  under  my  command,  was  tem])orarily  attached  to  General  Mc- 
Call’s division  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  one  section  placed  in  position 
near  the  mill  to  sweep  the  lower  road  from  Mecljanicsville.  About  noon 
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Oil  the  26th  of  June  the  remaining  section,  Lieutenant  Piper’s,  I placed, 
by  direction  of  General  Iteynolds,  in  the  small  earthwork  on  the  upper 
road  from  Mechanicsville  (the  one  leading  to  Old  Church).  Lieutenant 
Van  Reed  commanded  the  other  section,  placed  as  stated  above.  Be- 
tween  4 and  5 o’clock  the  enemy  attacked  in  force  with  artillery  and 
infantry.  My  first  section  being  on  a hill,  fire  was  opened  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite  one,  the  distance  being  some  700  yards, 
a small  creek  and  marshy  ground  lying  between  the  hills.  The  enemy 
approached  down  toward  the  creek  several  times  to  within  400  yards, 
when  I opened  upon  them  with  canister,  and  I think  with  considerable 
eftect.  The  fire,  both  of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  was  quite  severe, 
but  my  position  and  the  breastwork  saved  me  from  many  casualties. 
Lieutenant  Piper’s  section  was  first  engaged,  being  on  the  right.  When 
I heard  that  the  section  under  Lieutenant  Yan  Reed  had  opened  fire  I 
wished  to  proceed  to  it  to  suiierintend  it,  but  jnst  at  this  moment  Lieu- 
tenant Piper  was  wounded,  and  I remained  to  take  charge  of  his  section. 
On  this  account  I cannot  speak  from  my  own  observation  of  Lieutenant 
Van  Reed’s  section,  but  I was  informed  by  General  Seymour,  who  wit- 
nessed its  fire,  that  Lieutenant  Van  Reecl  handled  his  guns  well  and 
(lid  efficient  service.  Lieutenant  Van  Reed  speaks  well  of  the  conduct 
of  his  men. 

Lieutenant  Piper  showed  great  coolness  and  judgment  in  directing 
the  fire  of  his  guns,  while  the  good  conduct  of  his  men  was  only  what 
1 had  expected  from  the  good  order  and  discipline  he  has  always  main- 
tained in  his  section. 

At  daylight  on  the  27th  of  June,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I united  the 
two  sections  and  moved  the  battery  to  the  neighborhood  of  Adams’ 
liouso,  between  Gaines’  Mill  and  Woodbury’s  Bridge.  About  11  a.  m. 
1 was  ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  for  ammunition  and  then 
recross  by  the  Grapevine  Bridge.  This  was  countermanded,  how- 
ever, and  1 recrossed  by  Woodbury’s  Bridge,  and  endeavored  to  find 
General  Reynolds  on  the  field.  The  battle  was  then  progressing.  I 
could  not  find  the  general,  nor  Generals  McCall,  Seymour,  or  Meade, 
and  not  being  able  to  find  a position  that  was  not  already  occupied  by  a 
battery,  1 kept  my  battery  ready  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

At  the  close  of  the  fight,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  I came  into 
battery,  and  fired  som(‘  30  or  40  rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel.  At  this 
])oint  Lieutenant  Van  Reed’s  horse  was  wounded,  but  no  men  were  hurt. 

The  night  of  the  27th  of  June  the  battery  stood  in  park  without 
unharnessing  until  about  2 a.  m.  (28th),  and  then  moved  across  the 
Chickahominy  and  took  a position  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  troops. 
After  dark  on  the  28th,  having  joined  the  Artillery  Reserve  again,  the 
battery  marched  with  it,  arriving  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  about 
10  o’clock  June  29,  remaining  with  horses  harnessed  until  the  morning 
of  June  30,  when  the  battery  marched  to  Turkey  Island  Bridge,  and 
was  placed  in  xmsition  on  the  bluff  to  the  left  of  the  brick  house. 
During  the  afternoon  four  guns  opened  from  a point  in  the  woods 
skirting  the  road  from  Richmond  nearly  opposite  my  battery,  about 
800  or  900  yards  distant.  1 opened  fire  on  them,  together  with  two 
other  batteries  on  my  right.  The  enemy’s  battery  was  silenced.  I was 
informed  next  morning  that  two  pieces  and  30  dead  horses  were  left  at 
that  spot.  The  next  morning,  July  1,  the  battery  was  withdrawn  to 
give  place  to  the  siege  guns  and  stood  in  harness  until  evening,  when 
1 received  orders  to  place  the  battery  at  the  gorge  of  the  woods  just  in 
rear  of  the  battle-field  of  July  1,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in  case  our 
trooi^s  were  driven  back.  I placed  the  battery  and  loaded  with  double 
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canister,  but  was  very  happy  to  find  my  services  were  Jiot  needed  on 
that  occasion.  About  11  p.  m.  I received  orders  to  move  to  this  place, 
which  1 reached  about  daylight  on  the  2d  July,  and  removed  the 
harness  from  my  horses  for  the  first  time  since  June  25.  The  men  of 
the  battery  bore  up  wonderfully  well  under  the  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep, 
and  short  food  from  the  day  of  the  first  action  at  Mechanicsville  to  their 
arrival  here.  Although  a new  battery,  in  a new  regiment,  I think  they 
have  established  their  claim  to  the  title  of  old  soldiers  of  the  Eegular 
Army.  I am  proud  to  say  that  in  action  my  officers  and  men  behaved 
like  men,  and  when  I reached  her(‘  none  were  missing  except  the  killed 
and  wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  R.  SMEAD, 

Captain^  Fifth  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery  K. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke,  Anst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


IS'o.  107. 

Report  of  Maj.  Albert  Arndt,  First  Battalion  Neiv  York  Light  Artillery, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve,  of  action  at  Garnetfs 
Farm,  the  battles  of  Gaines''  Mill  and  Glendale,  engagement  at  Turkey 
Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Bar.,  Ya., 

July  7,  1802. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  respectfully  about  the  position 
and  activity  of  the  batteries  under  my  command  during  the  time  from 
the  27th  of  June  to  the  1st  of  July  : 

On  the  27th  day  of  June,  at  5 o’clock  a.  m.,  I was  ordered,  with  three 
batteries  (Captains  Diederichs’,  Knieriem’s,  and  Grimm’s),  in  front  of 
General  Smith’s  division,  where  I took  position  in  the  following  order: 
Grimm’s  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  redoubt  and  close  to  the  siege 
pieces,  in  order  to  shell  the  enemy’s  redoubt.  After  a few  shots  he  was 
stopped  firing  by  order  of  Colonel  Getty.  Knieriem’s  was  posted  just 
in  front  of  our  redoubt,  and  began  about  11  o’clock  p.  m.  firing  at  the 
enemy,  who  came  down  Gaines’  Hill  in  great  force.  Diederichs’  was 
placed,  by  order  of  General  Smith,  to  the  right  of  the  redoubt,  close  to 
the  ravine,  with  the  object  to  sweep  the  ground  in  front  and  to  shell 
the  wood  to  his  left,  bu  t after  a few  shots  he  had  to  cease  firing  because 
some  of  his  shells  wounded  our  own  men.  After  this  battery  had  been 
nearly  an  hour  inactive,  and  while  tbe  enemy  continued  marching 
down  Gaines’  Hill,  1 inet  General  Barry,  and  asked  his  permission  to 
bring  Diederichs’  battery  in  the  same  position  as  Knieriem’s,  in  order  to 
increase  the  fire  on  Gaines’  Hill.  My  request  was  granted,  and  1 did 
in  consequence,  and  according  to  the  acknowledgment  of  General  Porter 
and  my  ow  n observation,  terrible  damage  to  the  rebels.  I ceased  firing 
about  7 o’clock  ]).  m.,  wdien  the  rebel  batteries  opened  their  firing  into 
our  rear,  wdiich  wms  silenced  by  Diederichs’  battery  in  less  than  half  an 
hour. 

Captain  Voegelee  w^as  during  this  day  in  battle  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chickahominy,  under  command  of  General  Sykes.  About  noon 
he  w’as  placed  near  the  bridge  leading  over  the  Chickahominy  below 
Gaines’  Mill,  and  was  soon  brought  into  action  by  a rebel  battery  2, OUO 
yards  in  front.  He  kept  up  a brisk  fire  at  the  enemy  till  late  in  the 
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eveiliug,  but  could  not  tell  with  what  effect,  a8  the  eueiuy’s  batteries 
had  been  hidden  in  the  woods.  He  lost  during  the  cngageinent  2 men 
killed,  0 severely  wounded,  16  horses,  mostly  by  riffe-balls,  and  the 
battery  wagon. 

On  the  28th,  at  3 o’clock  a.  m.,  I was  ordered  to  return  with  my  bat- 
teries to  Gamp  Lincoln,  where  I was  rejoined  by  Captain  Yoegelee. 
About  11  o’clock  a.  m.  I received  orders  to  march  to  Savage  Station, 
and  from  there  soon  to  White  Oak  Swamp.  T arrived  at  12  o’(;h)ck 
p.  m.  near  the  bridge,  which  I crossed  at  4 o’clock  on  the  21)th,  and  I 
went  into  park  IJ  miles  farther  on.  In  the  evening,  about  o o’(4ock,  I 
received  orders  to  send  8 pieces  (Captains  Diederichs’  and  Knieriem’s) 
to  the  disposal  of  General  McCall. 

On  the  30th,  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.,  they  were  put  in  i^osition  by  General 
McCall  himself  on  a field  about  600  or  700  yards  square,  and  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  woods.  On  the  left  wing  they  commenced  shelling  the 
woods.  At  4.30  o’clock  Knieriem,  whose  position  was  about  100  yards 
in  advance  of  Diederichs’,  was  attacked  by  infantry  on  his  left  flank  at 
a distance  of  no  more  than  60  yards,  wounding  4 men  and  killing  22 
horses.  Two  men  were  missing.  In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  horses 
he  had  to  abandon  two  caissons.  He  lost  in  ibis  action  also  two  j)ieces, 
but  saved  the  limbers. 

The  moment  Knieriem  had  left  his  position  Diederichs  fired  at  the 
attacking  infantry  as  long  as  he  had  canister  and  shrapnel,  used  with 
very  short  fuses.  Then  he  also  was  obliged  to  withdraw.  When  en- 
tering the  road  the  traces  of  the  wheel  horses  of  a caisson  broke,  and 
caused  the  loss  of  the  hind  j)art  of  that  caisson.  Diederichs  lost  in  this 
action  1 man  killed,  1 wounded,  1 missing,  and  12  horses  killed. 

With  Yoegelee’s  and  Grimm’s  batteries  I arrived  about  noon  at  the 
heights  of  the  James  Kiver,  and  went  into  battery  on  the  right  of  the 
roa(l.  Toward  evening  the  enemy  opened  tire  with  a heavy  battery 
from  the  woods,  which  was,  however,  soon  silenced  by  Captain  Yoe- 
gelee, in  conjunction  with  several  other  batteries.  I sustained  no  loss 
whatever. 

On  the  1st  of  July  Yoegelee’s  battery  remained  in  the  same  position 
as  the  day  before.  Diederichs  and  Knieriem  I brought  in  position  to 
the  right  of  our  center,  where  they  silenced  a rebel  battery  about  7 
o’clock  p.  m.  Grimm’s  battery  was  all  the  day  in  position  in  front  of  the 
hospital  without  firing.  Toward  evening  he  was  brought  up  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  whence  he  returned  about  10  o’clock. 

At  12  o’clock  we  began  to  march  to  this  camp,  where  we  arrived  at  8 
o’clock  on  the  2d  of  July,  with  no  other  loss  than  three  wagons. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  ARNDT,  Major. 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  U.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  Artillery  Reserve. 


No.  108. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  W.  Wolcott^  Battery  A,  Araryland  Light  Artillery.,  of 
operatmis  June  26-Jifb/  1,  including  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  of  Artillery  Reserve, 

Rear  Harrison\s  Bar.,  Va.,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Thursday,  June  26,  after 
the  action  near  Mechanics vi lie  liad  (*ommenced,  four  iiieces  of  my  bat- 
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tery  were  ordered  to  the  Grapevine  Bridge,  where  they  remained,  under 
command  of  First  Lieut.  James  H.  Rigby,  until  the  following  day  with- 
out being  brought  into  action.  On  Frida3^  the  27th,  my  battery  was 
not  under  orders,  and  remained  in  park.  On  Saturday,  the  2^th,  while 
my  battery  was  in  position  guarding  the  Woodbury  Bridge  over  the 
Chickahominy,  my  guidon-bearer,  named  Randolph  M.  Ridgley,  was 
Avounded  by  the  explosion  of  a shell.  Leaving  the  above  position,  in 
compliance  with  orders, 'at  about  11  o’clock  p.  m.  the  same  evening,  1 
arrived  at  the  bridge  across  the  brook  at  White  Oak  Swamp  the  fol- 
lowing noon,  where  I encamped  and  rested  my  command  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  Leaving  our  place  of  encampment  near  the  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge  early  Monday,  June  30,  1 arrived  at  Malvern, 
near  the  James  River,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  at  about 
3 o’clock  p.  in.  was  ordered  into  position  near  the  brick  house,  which 
Avas  used  as  a hospital,  where  I remained  until  Tuesday  without  seeing 
signs  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  At  about  9,  hoAvever,  in  tlie  morn- 
ing the  rebels  opened  with  artillery,  and  kept  up  a galling  tire  from 
the  coA^er  of  the  Avoods  at  long  range  for  more  than  two  hours,  during 
Avhich  time  1 had  2 men  Avounded  und  1 horse  injured. 

At  about  11  o’clock,  in  obedience  to  orders,  1 Avitlidrew  my  battery 
to  a less  exposed  situation,  Avhere  I remained  until  about  3 o’clock  p. 
m.,  when  I received  from  Colonel  Getty  an  order  to  report  to  Genend 
Sumner.  I at  once  proceeded  Avith  my^  command,  and  was  jilac.ed  by 
General  Sumner  upon  the  right  of  his  line,  to  enhlade  two  rel)e]  batte- 
ries which  were  engaging  our  center  nnd  which  were  about  1,300  yards 
distant.  Here  I remained,  firing  at  interAnls  and  with  effect  as  occa- 
sion seemed  to  require,  during  the  afternoon,  and  receiving  a return 
fire,  which  ])assed  over  our  heads  and  inflicted  no  injury.  At  about 
10  o’clock  in  the  evening  I received  your  order  to  prepare  for  a march, 
and  immediately  limbered  up  and  left,  reaching  this  place  at  about  7 
o’clock  the  following  morning.  The  names  of  the  two  men  Avounded, 
as  mentioned  above,  are  Privates TJrawford  and  M(iNulty.  The  injuries 
received  are  not  severe. 

1 haA^e  to  report  as  missing  Lieut.  Francis  I.  Witcher,  aaTio  became 
separated  from  me  on  Monday,  June  30.  He  liad  been  ill  lor  two  or 
three  days  preAuous,  but  his  illness  does  not  seem  sufficient  excuse  for 
his  prolonged  absence.  PriAmte  George  W.  Dougherty  has  also  been 
missing  since  the  morning  of  June  30,  and  is  doubtless  a prisoner.  iMy 
loss  of  horses,  Avhich  Av^ere  disabled  on  the  march  and  abandoned,  is  4. 

In  conclusion,  I am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  fatigue  and  i)eril  of  the  past  Aveek  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
command  have  conducted  themselves  Avith  entire  ])roi)riety  and  in  a. 
manner  AAdiich  reflects  credit  upon  them  and  upon  the  State  to  which 
they  belong. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  WOLCOTT, 

Captain  Battery  A,  First  Maryland  TAglit  Artillery. 

Major  Petherbridge, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  Maryland  Light  Artillery. 
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Report  of  Capt.  Alonzo  Snow,  Battery  B,  Maryland  Light  Artillery,  of 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  Artillery  Eeserve,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Harrison’s  Landing,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : About  noon  on  Tuesday  last,  July  1,  when  in  column  at  camp 
near  James  Eiver  next  above  tiiis  camp,  I was  ordered  by  yourself  to 
move  my  battery  forward  to  General  Porter’s  headquarters  and  await 
further  orders.  Colonel  Hunt  there  ordered  me  to  report  at  once  to 
General  Griffin  out  on  the  road  by  which  the  battery  fell  back  from 
White  Oak  Swamp.  On  reporting,  the  general  directed  me  to  General 
Couch,  who  placed  the  battery  in  a corn  field  on  the  right  of  the  road 
in  rear  of  the  battery  then  playing  on  the  enemy.  Afterward  I was 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  battle  by  General  Howe,  in  a field  of 
oats,  and  before  I got  into  position  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  from  a 
battery  in  a field  of  wheat  opposite,  well  masked  by  stacked  and  stand- 
ing grain.  After  a fire  of  thirty  minutes  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
the  field,  one  piece  with  its  team  and  men  certainl}^  destroyed.  Shortly 
after  another  battery  in  the  same  field,  about  200  yards  nearer  to  us 
and  to  the  right  of  the  position  of  their  farther  battery,  opened  on  us, 
to  which  we  replied,  and  after  about  a half  hour’s  fire  drov^e  it  from  its 
position. 

During  this  time  the  enemy’s  sharpshoopters  drew  up  in  a wooded 
ravine  and  annoyed  us  severely,  wounding  two  of  my  men  badly.  The 
colonel  commanding  the  infantry  support  was  repeatedly  begged  by 
myself  and  first  lieutenant  to  drive  them  out,  but  did  not  comply.  The 
enemy’s  batteries  having  been  driven  off  I drew  the  battery  about  50 
yards  to  the  rear,  and  by  the  time  this  was  accomplished  an  order  came 
to  send  a section  toward  the  left  of  the  line.  The  left  section,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Vanneman,  moved  off  at  once,  and  in  obedience  to  a 
second  order  the  center  section,  under  Lieutenant  Kidd,  was  sent  out 
also,  leaving  the  right  section,  under  Lieutenant  Gerry,  on  the  right. 
I had  fired  some  canister  into  the  ravine  to  silence  the  enemy’s  sharp- 
shooters, but  some  remained  and  continued  their  fire  upon  us.  The 
right  piece  had  a canister  lodged  in  the  bore,  and  although  tremendous 
efforts  were  made  to  disengage  it  all  failed,  and  I was  compelled  to  send 
it  back  to  camp.  Whilst  in  this  position  I had  4 men  wounded  and  4 
horses  killed. 

Leaving  the  right  section,  I proceeded  along  the  line  and  found  Lieu- 
tenant Yanneman’s  section  in  action  in  a hot  fire  about  the  center  and 
Lieutenant  Kidd’s  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle.  Both  of  these  sec- 
tions were  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  musketry  during  the  remainder 
of  the  battle,  and  by  their  gallantry  drew  forth  the  praise  of  officers  and 
cheers  from  the  troops.  My  battery  remained  thus  divided  until  the 
close  of  the  fight,  when  they  were  separated  and  ordered  to  cease  firing 
and  fall  back  to  camp,  the  remaining  piece  of  the  right  section  with  the 
last  of  the  caissons  being  the  last  to  leave  the  field,  between  9 and  10 
o’clock  at  night.  I used  688  rounds  during  the  engagement,  but  having 
long  fuse,  rendering  it  necessary  to  cut  them,  and  a large  number  of 
rounds  having  been  expended  after  night,  I cannot  give  as  full  re])ort 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  fuse  and  shell  as  may  be  desirable.  Those  used 
at  the  batteries  did  excellent  execution  at  the  different  ranges  of  about 
1,200  and  1,500  yards. 
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1 have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  gallant  condnet  on  (lie  ])ai‘t  ot  my 
whole  command,  both  officers  and  men,  but  regret  to  state  that  tlie 
casualties  amounted  to  2 killed  and  18  wounded.  Lieutenant  Vanne- 
man,  whilst  bravely  directing  the  fire  of  his  section,  fell,  struck  by 
pieces  of  shell  on  tlie  breast  and  each  leg,  wounding  him  severely. 
Ineutenant  Parker,  whilst  su])erintending  the  su])ply  of  ammunition, 
had  his  hors(‘  killed  under  him,  bnt  mounting  another  coolly  contlnue(l 
his  duties.  When  Lieutenant  Vanneman  was  carried  off  the  field  Ad- 
jutant Bigelow,  of  the  battalion,  took  charge  of  his  section  and  fought 
it  gallantly  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  and  was  shot  through  the  left 
fore-arm  during  the  engagement.  I left  one  spare  wheel  on  the  field, 
having  to  throw  it  off  to  bring  in  a piece  whose  limber  had  gone  to  the 
rear  for  supplies.  Two  spare  wheels  were  broken  by  shell.  Six  horses 
were  killed  and  five  Avounded  and  rendered  unserviceable.  Owing  to 
the  darkness  one  of  my  dead  Avas  left  in  the  field.  The  other  was 
brought  off;  and  has  since  been  buried.  The  division  of  the  battery 
prevented  that  care  of  the  wounded  which  it  would  have  been  my 
pleasure  to  have  rendered.  Some  of  our  wounded  were  left  on  the 
field,  and  those  sev'evely  wounded  who  were  taken  to  the  hospitals  have 
not  since  been  heard  from.  Lieutenant  Vanneman  and  Corporal  Taylor 
excepted,  Avho  were  placed  on  steamers  at  this  place. 

ALONZO  SNOW, 

Captain^  Battery  B,  MaryJand  Artillery. 

Maj.  E.  B.  Petherbridge. 


No.  110. 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  Howard  Carlisle.,  Battery  Second  U.  S.  AHillery., 
and  Fifth  Bricjade,  Artillery  Reserve.,  of  operations  June  21-July  4,  in- 
cludiiKj  the  action  at  GarnetVs  Farm.,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya., 

July  4,  1802. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
Battery  E,  Second  Artilleiy,  from  Friday,  June  27,  up  to  July  4,  1862: 

On  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  the  battery  took  position  near 
Golding’s  house,  returning  to  camp  at  9 p.  rn.  At  3 a.  m.  the  next 
morning  again  took  position  near  Golding’s,  b^^  order  from  general 
headquarters.  On  Fridaj^,  the  27th,  the  battery  Avas  ordered  to  occupy 
a position  in  the  large  wheat  field  near  Garnett’s  house,  where  intrench- 
ments  had  been  commenced.  Threatening  demonstrations  of  the  enemy 
droA^e  the  Avorking  iiarties  from  the  field,  and  the  battery  was  ordered 
to  take  position  on  a knoll  about  700  yards  in  rear  of  the  unfinished 
intrenchments.  On  this  knoll  Avere  also  five  30-pounder  Parrott  guns 
and  Battery  A,  of  the  Fifth  Artillery  (light  12-pounder).  An  opening 
through  the  woods  gaA^e  us  a sweep  of  fire  over  a portion  of  the  Avheat 
lield. 

At  about  12  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us,  Avhich  Avas  returned, 
and  the  firing  soon  became  hot  on  both  sides.  The  juisition  of  the 
enemy’s  guns  commanded  ours,  and  they  had  the  adA'antage  of  being 
nearly  concealed  by  the  crests  in  the  field.  Their  guns  Avere  0-])ounders, 
12-pounders,  and  rifled  pieces  of  unknoAvn  caliber,  and  their  firing  rapid 
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and  true.  Their  fuses  were  also  well  timed,  shell  and  shrapnel  explod- 
ing among  and  around  our  guns  with  rapidity  aud  precision.  Our  lire 
soon  caused  them  to  change  position,  but  they  immediately  reoi)en(  d 
fire  from  a new  i)ositiou,  firing  probably  from  about  twenty-four  guns 
and  from  their  redoubts,  placing  us  uuder  a fire  from  the  front  and  two 
oblique  fires.  Our  limber-boxes  being  exhausted,  two  caissons  were 
brought  up  and  the  fire  kept  up  with  as  much  rapidity,  but  with  delib- 
erate aim.  AVe  were  crowded  close  together,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  making  us  a fine  target.  The  enemy  also  frequently 
changed  position.  The  fire  was  very  hot  for  about  an  hour  and  a half 
and  then  quickly  died  away.  During  the  last  twenty  minutes  of  the 
firing  the  enemy  used  but  little  shell.  Our  range  varied  from  900  yards 
to  1,700  yards  with  the  enemy’s  change  of  position.  Two  men  were 
killed  at  the  guns  and  2 wounded.  Four  horses  were  killed  and  3 dis- 
abled. One  wheel  was  broken  by  a shot;  also  a sponge-stalf  and  a 
maneuvering  handspike  shot  from  the  trail.  Two  of  the  other  gnn-car- 
i iages  were  marked  by  shot,  but  not  injured,  and  our  guidon  torn  and 
burned  by  shrapnel.  ^7ear  sunset  the  battery  was  ordered  to  return  to 
(lolding’s.  The  battery  had  hardly  arrived  at  Golding’s  before  the 
enemy  shelled  the  plain  vigorously,  and  then  made  a sharp  attack  on 
Hancock’s  brigade,  stationed  in  the  woods  in  front  of  the  small  redoubt. 
The  battery  was  ordered  up  to  shell  the  woods  if  the  enemy  should 
succeed  in  driving  our  troops  out.  The  attack  lasted  about  an  hour. 
The  battery  did  not  fire. 

The  next  morning  (June  28),  about  8 a.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  take 
a position  near  Courtney’s  house.  The  enemy  threw  some  shells  after 
us  without  effect  as  we  left.  AVe  took  position  in  battery  in  front  of 
Courtney’s,  aud  remained  there  until  12  at  night,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  march  through  the  AVhite  Oak  Swainp.  A stamt>ede  of  teamsters 
took  place  on  the  road  in  front  of  us  when  in  the  woods  at  about  3 
a.  m.,  the  29th  of  June  (Sunday).  The  men  acted  admirably ; all  ])erfectly 
cool  iind  ready  for  action,  in  spite  of  the  confusion  and  terror  of  the 
teamsters  and  the  guard  to  the  train.  About  noon  we  crossed  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  aud  went  into  park  without  unhitching  near  Bret- 
tin’s  house,  then  used  as  general  headquarters.  About  3 p.  m.  we  took 
position  in  battery  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  by  order  of 
General  Alarcy.  At  night  we  unhitched  for  the  first  time  since  the 
evening  of  the  26th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  at  5 o’clock,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
from  general  headquarters,  we  continued  our  march  toward  the  dames 
River.  At  noon  we  halted  at  the  brick  house  and  unhitched.  One  of 
the  chiefs  of  pieces  had  to  be  taken  in  an  ambulance,  leaving  but  5 non- 
commissioned ofhcers  with  the  battery.  About  2 p.  m.  we  hitched  in 
and  took  a position  in  battery,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hays,  of 
the  Second  Artillery.  By  order  of  Colonel  Hunt  we  limbered  up  and 
again  took  i)osition  in  battery  near  the  house  since  used  as  a hospital. 
The  enemy,  at  about  5 j).  m.,  opened  fire  from  the  low  ground  to  our 
left,  which  was  returned  by  one  of  the  German  batteries.  The  battery 
changed  front,  moved  forward,  and  opened  fire.  The  gunboats  also 
fired,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  the  enemy  withdrew.  The  battery 
again  moved  forward  and  to  the  right,  taking  position  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  facing  nearly  to  the  northwest. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  July  1,  about  10  o’clock  the  enemy  opened 
fire  and  shelled  the  X)lain.  In  the  afternoon  when  the  attack  was  made 
on  our  trooi)s  we  shelled  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  position  of  the 
regular  infantry  for  some  time,  and  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  ai)- 
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pearing  shelled  it  aud  drove  it  from  its  position.  The  range  was  about 
2, GOO  yards.  Our  shells  burst  among  their  guns  with  great  precision 
after  we  had  got  the  range.  Afterward,  toward  dusk,  we  again  shelled 
the  woods  up  the  valley  aud  to  our  left,  it  being  reported  that  the  en- 
emy were  advancing  from  that  direction.  Later  in  the  evening,  at  the 
request  of  General  Butterfield,  we  threw  a few  shells  in  the  woods. 
Corporal  Scheerer  died  in  an  ambulance  this  day.  He  did  his  duty  well 
and  faithfully  till  the  day  before  his  death.  At  11.30  p.  m.  the  battery 
started  for  Harrison’s  Landing,  arriving  at  4 a.  m.  July  2.  The  even- 
ing of  the  3d  instant  the  battery  moved  to  its  present  camp. 

During  this  time  the  men  bore  the  fatigue  and  deprivation  of  sleep 
and  food  without  a murmur,  and  were  ever  ready  and  eager  for  action. 
Although  the  ammunition  was  economized  with  the  greatest  care  nearly 
800  rounds  have  been  fired.  With  the  battery  I had  First  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel Benjamin,  Second  Artillery;  Second  Lieut.  W.  P.  Graves,  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  P.  Denike,  Fifth  New  York  Inde- 
l)endent  Battery  (temporarily  attached),  who  during  all  of  this  time 
conducted  themselves  with  gallantry  and  fortitude.  Lieutenant  Benja- 
min deserves  very  particular  mention.  As  he  has  served  much  under 
your  own  immediate  observation,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  recount  his 
valor  aud  untiring  energy  from  the  day  the  battery  left  Washington, 
and  in  the  affairs  of  the  last  week  he  was  always  present  with  the  bat- 
tery, directing  and  encouraging  the  men,  although  so  entirely  disabled 
as  to  be  unable  to  stand  without  crutches,  and  could  only  be  carried 
on  a gun-carriage.  I would  respectfully  request  that  the  particular 
attention  of  the  general  commanding  be  called  to  his  service.  First 
Sergt.  Joseph  Keeffe,  of  this  battery,  rendered,  as  he  has  during  the 
whole  of  this  campaign,  invaluable  service.  I would  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion. 

In  connection  with  this  report  of  the  battery  1 would  call  your  atten- 
tion to  Capt.  E.  D.  Taft,  Fifth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  who 
has  been  by  your  order  for  some  months  attached  to  the  brigade  under 
my  command.  His  services  have  been  of  the  greatest  importance. 
His  courage,  perse verence,  and  endurance  have  been  of  the  highest 
order,  and  are  deserving  of  all  praise  and  of  the  highest  consideration 
of  the  Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  HOWAED  CABLISLE, 

2d  Arty.,  Comdg.  Bat.  JEJ,  2d  Arty.,  and  5th  Brig.  Art.  Ees. 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

A.  D.  C.,  Commanding  Artillery  Reserve. 


No.  111. 

Report  of  Capt.  La  Rhett  L.  Livingston,  commanding  Batteries  F and  K, 
Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Gamp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va., 

July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  instant  I en- 
gaged the  enemy  with  my  battery  at  about  10  a.  m.  My  firing  first 
commenced  on  the  enemy’s  infantry,  who  debouched  from  the  woods 
on  my  right  and  front.  They  soon  retired,  however.  An  hour  later 
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the  euemy  opened  fire  from  some  guns  directly  in  trout  of  us,  aud  very 
soou  after  his  infantry  advanced  from  that  point.  They  were  soon 
driven  back.  About  this  time  they  made  another  attempt  on  the  right, 
advancing  in  line  in  fine  style.  Here  I had  an  enfilading  fire  on  them 
with  two  of  my  guns,  assisting  in  driving  them  back,  and  in  sucli  haste 
inid  disorder  Uiat  they  left  their  colors  on  the  field.  While  this  was 
going  on  they  advanced  again  in  front,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
nearer  the  battery  than  400  yards.  About  4.30  p.  m.  my  battery  was 
relieved  by  Captain  Edwards’  battery,  Third  Artillery,  and  1 went  to 
the  rear  for  a supply  of  ammunition,  my  case-shot  aud  shell  being 
almost  exhausted.  My  men  behaved  Avith  coolness  and  served  the  guns 
admirably.  The  officers.  Lieutenants  Turnbull,  Barstow,  and  Cuyler, 
are  deserving  of  honorable  mention.  Sergeant  Parke,  of  Company  F, 
was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  groin  in  the  first  of  the  engagement. 
Private  McCabe,  of  Company  K,  was  very  slightly  wounded  in  the  arm. 
Two  horses  were  killed  and  2 wounded,  injury  was  done  to  the  car- 
riages or  other  material. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LA  RHETT  L.  LIVINGSTOJS^, 
Captain^  Third  Artillery^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Carlisle, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Brigade.^  Arty,  Ees.j  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  112. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell^  JJ.  S.  Army.,  commanding  First 
Division.,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines^  Millj  engagement 
at  Turhey  Bridge.,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Morell’s  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps  (Porter’s), 

Harrison^s  Bar,  Ya.,  July  21,  1802. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  division  from  the  25th  of  June  last  to  the  2d  of  *Tuly  : 

On  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  whilst  encamped  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Chickahominy,  at  Gaines’  Mill,  near  New  Bridge,  having  received 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  to  detail  two  regiments  of  not 
less  than  500  men  each  to  rei)ort  that  evening  to  General  Stoneman  for 
special  service,  I directed  Generals  Martindale  and  Butterfield  to  desig- 
nate each  from  his  own  brigade  a regiment  for  that  purpose.  The 
former  detailed  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Barnes,  and  the 
latter  the  Seventeenth  New  York,  Colonel  Lansing,  and  these  regiments 
remained  with  General  Stoneman  till  the  2d  of  July,  when  they  rejoined 
tbe  division  at  Harrison’s  Bar,  on  the  James  River. 

Reports  having  been  received  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  (Thursday) 
that  the  enemy  were  crossing  the  Chickahominy  in  force  at  Mechanics- 
ville and  Meadow  Bridge,  I was  ordered  to  send  one  brigade  to  Mechan  - 
icsville, one  to  Old  Church  via  Cold  Harbor,  and  to  retain  one  in  camp 
to  take  to  the  sui)port  of  either,  as  eircumstances  should  require.  1 or 
dered  the  First  Brigade,  General  Martindale,  with  Martin’s  battery  (C, 
Massachusetts),  Avhich  Avas  joined  afterAvard  by  Kingsbury  (D,  Fifth  17. 
S.  Artillery),  to  Mechanicsville,  or  Beaver  Creek,  to  take  position  on  the 
extreme  right,  near  Richardson’s  ; the  Third  Brigade,  General  Butter- 
field, Avith  Allen’s  (E,  Massachusetts)  battery,  Lieutenant  Hyde  corn- 
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inandiDg,  toward  Old  Ohurcli,  aud  retained  the  Second,  General  Grif- 
hn’s,  with  Weeden^s  First  Ehode  Island  Battery,  in  camp.  The  Third 
was  subsequently  ordered  to  go  no  farther  than  Cold  Harbor. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  attack  of  the  enemy  was  developed  at 
Mechanicsville,  and  I was  ordered  to  go  there  with  the  Second  Brigade, 
and  to  recall  the  Third  and  direct  it  to  follow  me.  I arrived  at  Mechan- 
icsville, or  Beaver  Creek,  between  5 and  6 o^clock,  and  found  McOalPs 
division  Pennsylvania  Eeserves  closely  engaged  on  the  defensive.  His 
right,  under  General  Eeynolds,  was  severely  pressed,  and  I ordered  Gen- 
eral Griffin  to  support  him  and  take  care  of  the  interval  between  him 
and  General  Martindale.  Two  of  GriffiiPs  regiments,  the  Fourteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  McQuade,  and  the  Fourth  Michigan, 
Colonel  Woodbury,  became  almost  immediately  engaged ; the  other  two, 
the  Ninth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Cass,  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania, 
Colonel  Black,  and  Weeden’s  battery,  were  held  in  reserve.  The  action 
continued  until  after  dark,  our  troops  repelling  the  enemy  and  main- 
taining their  ground.  As  soon  as  the  Second  Brigade  was  in  t>osition 
1 rode  to  General  Martindale,  who  was  near  Eichardson’s.  Three  of  his 
regiments,  Thirteenth  New  York,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  and 
First  Michigan,  had  been  slightly  engaged  in  the  early  part  of  the  ac- 
tion. The  Third  Brigade  returned  from  Cold  Harbor,  and  was  placed 
in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  General  Sykes’  division  by  General  Porter, 
between  his  headquarters  and  Gaines’  Mill,  and  remained  under  his  im- 
mediate orders  until  we  formed  line  of  battle  the  next  day.  Toward 
morning  it  removed  by  hand  the  heavy  guns  from  the  battery  near 
Hogan’s  house  to  the  hill  near  Watts’  and  Adams’,  to  cover  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  troops  from  Mechanicsville. 

About  1 o’clock  a.  m.  Friday  orders  were  received  from  General 
Porter  for  the  whole  line  at  Mechanicsville  to  retire  beyond  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  take  a position  in  that  vicinity,  which  movement,  begun  on 
the  right  just  before  daybreak,  was  successfully  executed,  the  rear  being 
(iovered  by  Seymour’s  brigade,  McCall’s  division.  We  reached  our  old 
camping  ground  at  Gaines’  Mill  about  7 a.  m.  Our  wagons  had  been 
l)acked  and  sent  over  the  Chickahominy  near  general  headquarters  the 
evening  previous.  A small  quantity  of  commissary  and  ordnance  stores 
were  not  removed,  and  as  for  want  of  transportation  (some  of  which  was 
absent  at  White  House)  they  could  not  be,  they  were  destroyed,  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  We  then  retired  about 
a mile  beyond  Gaines’  Mill  to  Mrs.  Watts’  farm,  near  New  Cold  Harbor, 
and  under  General  Porter’s  orders  formed  line  of  battle. 

From  Gaines’  Mill  to  a distance  beyond  New  Cold  Harbor  the  road 
is  bordered  on  the  southerly  side  by  woods.  Near  New  Cold  Harboi- 
a small,  shallow  stream  of  water  flows  southerly  between  steep  banks 
of  equal  height  (say  30  feet),  tJassing  150  or  200  yards  west  of  Watts’ 
house,  and  having  on  each  side  to  the  edge  of  the  table-land  a belt  of 
timber,  which  diminishes  in  width  aud  terminates  where  the  stream 
strikes  the  bottom-land  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  east  side  the 
table-land  ascends  gradually  some  1 ,200  or  1,500  yards  to  Adams’  house, 
where  it  falls  off  abruptly  toward  the  river.  On  the  west  the  ground  is 
also  open  and  rolling  to  Hr.  Gaines’  house. 

The  Third  Brigade,  General  Butterfield,  which  during  the  night  had 
been  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Porter,  was  ])osted  by 
him  l)ehind  this  stream,  with  its  left  in  the  southerly  extremity  of  the. 
belt  of  timber,  and  being  directed  to  place  my  other  two  brigades  also 
in  this  timber,  I posted  the  First,  General  Martindale,  on  the  right  of 
the  "JMiird,  and  the  Second,  General  Griffin,  on  the  right  of  the  First, 
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the  whole  forming  almost  a straight  line,  slightly  convex,  facing  to  the 
west,  and  in  its  general  direction  a prolongation  of  General  W.  F. 
Smithes,  from  which  it  was  separated  the  bottom  land  and  the 
Chickahominy,  his  being  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Some  of  his 
guns,  however,  commanded  part  of  the  open  country  between  my  left 
front  and  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  and  rendered  good  service*  during  the 
battle.  The  Third  and  First  Brigades  were  each  in  two  lines,  with 
small  intervals ; the  second  in  one  line,  with  one  regiment  in  reserve. 
Martin’s  battery  was  in  the  open  field  between  my  division  and  Gen- 
eral Sykes’,  on  my  right,  mine  being  on  the  extreme  left.  A section  of 
Weeden’s,  under  Lieutenant  Buckley,  was  placed  at  an  opening  through 
the  timber  in  General  Martindale’s  line,  and  a section  of  Allen’s  in  a 
like  position  in  General  Butterfield’s.  The  rest  could  not  be  brought 
into  action.  Kingsbury’s  was  on  the  high  ground  some  distance  in  rear 
of  my  left,  to  command  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy.  The  Kinth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Cass,  of  Griffin’s  brigade,  was 
ordered  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  at  the  bridge  at  Gaines’  Mill  as 
long  as  practicable  and  then  to  retire  slowly  to  our  position,  which 
duty  was  ably  performed. 

With  the  few  axes  that  could  be  obtained  and  the  time  at  command 
a few  trees  were  felled  along  a small  portion  of  our  front  and  slight 
barriers  erected  by  means  of  rails  and  knapsacks.  Berdan’s  Sharp- 
shooters, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kipley,  were  thrown  well  forward 
as  skirmishers.  The  enemy  approached  through  the  woods  from  the 
direction  of  Kew  Cold  Harbor,  and  made  their  first  serious  attack  about 
12  o’clock  upon  the  right,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  Griffin’s 
brigade.  The  second  attack  was  made  about  2.30  and  the  third  about 
5.30  o’clock,  each  extending  along  my  entire  front,  and  both,  like  the 
first,  were  gallantly  rejiulsed.  At  the  fourth  and  last,  about  G.30 
o’clock,  they  came  in  irresistible  force,  and  throwing  themselves  chiefly 
against  the  center  and  left,  swept  us  from  the  ground  by  overwhelming 
numbers  and  comiielled  us  to  retire.  Lieutenant  Buckley  lost  his  two 
guns,  yet  without  discredit,  for  he  fought  them  to  the  last  moment, 
having  but  three  men,  including  non-commissioned  officers,  left  to  each 
piece  when  the  infantry  gave  way.  As  we  retired  the  artillery  opened 
fire  from  the  left  and  rear,  but  the  pressure  was  so  great  that  the  troops 
could  not  be  rallied  except  in  small  bodies  to  support  it. 

Besides,  General  Cooke’s  cavalry,  having  been  repulsed  in  a charge 
upon  the  enemy’s  right,  rode  at  full  speed  obliquely  through  a large 
portion  of  the  artillery,  carrying  men  and  horses  along  with  them. 
The  cavalry  reformed  under  the  hill  beyond  the  reach  of  musketry, 
and  advancing  to  the  neighborhood  of  Adams’  house  imparted  some 
steadiness  to  the  infantry  near  them.  I urged  their  immediate  com- 
manding officer.  Colonel  Blake,  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Grier  and  Platt,  to  make  a demonstration  on  our  left,  which  he  seemed 
disposed  to  do,  when  he  received  a peremptory  order  from  General 
Cooke  to  retire  from  the  field,  and  they  rode  at  a brisk  pace  to  the  rear. 
The  infantry  followed,  and  finally  rallied  in  the  valley  before  reaching 
the  hospital.  The  Third  Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the 
Twelfth  New  York  Kegiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kichardson, 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  near  Woodbury’s  Bridge,  and  bivouacked 
with  General  W.  F.  Smith’s  division. 

It  was  now  dark ; the  firing  had  ceased  on  both  sides  j ammunition 
was  partially  distributed,  and  after  taking  all  necessary  precautions 
we  laid  ourselves  down  to  rest.  During  the  battle  my  command  was 
18  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  II 


274 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXin. 


supported  by  General  Newton’s  brigade  and  by  part  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Eeserves,  under  General  Meade.  About  2 o’clock  a.  m.  the  28th, 
Saturday,  pursuant  to  orders,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  via  Alex- 
ander’s Bridge,  and  bivouacked  near  the  late  general  headquarters,  ou . 
Dr.  Trent’s  farm. 

At  2 o’clock  j).  m.,  by  General  Porter’s  orders,  I marched  with  my 
division  to  Savage  Station,  and  reported  to  General  Marcy,  chief  of 
staff,  who  directed  me  to  push  on  immediatel}^  cross  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  aid  General  Woodbury’s  engineers  in  contructing  a bridge, 
and  support  General  Keyes.  I crossed  the  swamp,  bivouacked  before 
sunset  on  the  south  side  on  Britton’s  farm,  reported  to  Geiieral  Keyes, 
who  w as  a mile  and  a half  in  advance,  and  furnished  a detail  of  500 
men  to  General  Woodbury,  by  whom  the  bridge  and  causeway  over 
the  swamp  were  completed. 

Early  next  morning,  the  29th  (Sunday),  firing  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  James  Eiver  and  Eichmond,  and  a message  from  General 
Keyes  directed  me  to  move  up  so  as  to  be  in  a position  to  support  him 
if  necessary.  The  firing,  however,  soon  ceased.  While  my  division 
was  getting  in  motion  General  McClellan  and  staff  arrived,  followed 
soon  after  by  General  Porter,  under  whose  direction  I proceeded  up 
the  Long  Bridge,  or  New  Market,  road  a short  distance  beyond  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads,  and  formed  partial  line 
of  battle,  facing  toward  Eichmond.  The  day  passed  quietly,  and  at 
daylight  on  the  30th  (Monday)  I started  for  Turkey  Bridge  aud  James 
Eiver  via  the  Quaker  road  aud  Malvern  Hill,  and  bivouacked  about  10 
a.  m.  on  the  bank  of  the  river  below  the  bridge,  but  was  soon  recalled 
to  Malvern  Hill,  as  the  enemy  was  approaching. 

Near  a mile  north  from  Malvern  house  is  a large  cultivated  field, 
stretching  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  from  south  to  north  aud  one- 
fourth  from  east  to  west.  It  lies  on  the  west  side  of  the  Quaker  road* 
and  north  side  of  one  known  to  us  as  the  Eichmond  road,  which,  begin- 
ning at  a point  where  the  Quaker  road  turns  sharply  to  the  east,  de- 
scends along  a depression  of  the  grounds  and  runs  first  westerly  then 
across  a valley  southwesterly^  till  it  intersects  the  Eiver  road  to  Eich- 
mond. On  the  west  is  a valley  some  800  or  1,000  yards  wide,  which, 
sweeping  around  the  westerly  base  of  Malvern  Hill,  extends  to  the 
river.  Por  100  yards  from  the  Eichmond  road  the  ground  rises  grad- 
ually to  the  height  of  about  40  feet,  and  then  gently  descends  to  the 
woods,  which  bound  the  field  on  the  north  and  for  some  distance  on  the 
east.  These  woods  extend  al.so  westerly  across  the  valley  aud  along 
its  west  side.  On  the  west  edge  of  the  field,  not  for  from  the  Eichmond 
road  and  overlooking  the  field  and  valley,  is  a large  white  house.  Dr. 
J.  H.  Mellert’s,  at  which  were  my  headquarters.  My  division  occupied 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  aud  in  this  field  bore  its  part  in  the  battle 
of  Malvern. 

The  Second  Brigade,  General  Griffin,  was  ordered  to  the  front.  The 
artillery  advanced  toward  the  woods,  and  was  supported  on  the  left  by 
the  Ninth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Cass,  and  Sixty -second  Pennsylvania, 
Captain  Hull,  aud  on  the  right  by  part  of  Couch’s  division.  While 
getting  into  position  a few  casualties  Avere  caused  by  shot  thrown  from 
a battery  on  our  left  aud  rear  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley, 
which,  however,  was  soon  silenced  by  guns  near  Malvern  house.  At 
evening  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Captain  Campbell,  Third  Bri- 
gade, was  sent  forward  to  the  left  of  the  batteries,  and  in  this  position 
Ave  passed  the  night  on  our  arms.  Early  in  the  morning  of  July  1 
(Tuesday)  the  Eighty-third  was  relieved  by  the  Eourth  Michigan, 
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Colonel  Woodbury,  Second  Brigade,  and  retired  to  its  brigade.  The 
Fourteenth  I^ew  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  McQuade,  Second  Brigade, 
with  a section  of  Weeden’s  battery,  was  placed  in  the  edge  of  the  held, 
between  the  Eichmond  road  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Mellert’s  house,  facing  to 
the  west,  to  watch  the  road  and  valley  and  protect  our  left.  The  First 
and  Third  Brigades  were  under  cover  of  a narrow  strip  of  woods  which 
skirts  the  Quaker  road  after  it  turns  to  the  east.  The  artillery  in  front 
was  placed  under  command  of  General  Griffin.  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters 
were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Eipley. 
Shells  were  thrown  into  the  woods  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to 
be  ai)proaching  and  forming,  to  which  they  replied  on  my  right  front, 
but  on  my  left  front  and  left  maintained  an  ominous  silence. 

About  10  o’clock  an  attack  was  made  upon  General  Couch’s  right  bj^ 
a moderate  force,  which  was  repelled  by  his  batteries  and  tliose  in  my 
front.  Satisfied  that  a heavy  attack  was  impending,  and  my  First 
and  Third  Brigades  being  too  far  to  the  right  and  rear  to  render  prompt 
assistance,  about  11  a.  m.  I moved  the  First,  General  Martindale,  into 
Mellert’s  field,  immediately  north  of  the  Eichmond  road,  and  the  Third j 
General  Butterfield,  in  its  rear  on  the  south  side,  both  in  close  order.* 
making  the  men  lie  down,  in  wliich  position,  while  sheltered  by  the 
rise  of  the  ground  in  front  from  all  except  vertical  fire,  they  were  near 
at  hand  to  suiiport  Griffin’s  brigade,  directly  in  front,  Couch’s  division 
on  the  right,  or  to  meet  an  attack  on  the  left.  Further,  to  guard  against 
accident,  I directed  Generals  Martindale  and  Butterfield  to  support 
General  Griffin,  if  he  called  for  assistance,  and  each  other,  without 
waiting  for  further  orders,  if  the  emergency  required  it.  Sykes’  divis- 
ion and  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps,  under  General  Seymour,  were 
in  reserve.  General  Couch  was  on  my  right,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Quaker  road. 

The  batteries  first  in  position  were  Captains  Edwards’  and  Living- 
ston’s, Third  U.  S.  Artillery ; Lieutenant  Kingsbury’s  (D)  and  Lieu- 
tenant Ames’  (A),  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery  J part  of  Captain  Weeden’s 
(C),  First  Ehode  Island ; part  of  Captain  Allen’s  (E),  Massachusetts, 
Lieutenant  Hyde  commanding,  and  Captain  Bramhall’s  New  York, 
which  were  relieved  by  others  whose  designation  I am  unable  to 
give. 

About  12  o’clock  the  enemy  advanced  against  my  left  front  and  some 
two  hours  later  against  my  right,  but  were  driven  off  by  the  fire  of  the 
artillery,  the  infantry  not  being  engaged.  Neither  of  these  attacks  was 
vigorously  i)ressed,  and  I considered  them  demonstrations  made  to  feel 
our  position  prior  to  the  commencement  of  more  serious  work.  There 
was  now  a cessation  of  firing  till  near  5.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  when  they 
made  their  most  determined  attack.  It  was  begun  by  a heavy  fire  of 
artillery  from  the  front  of  my  division  and  of  Couch’s,  i)roducing  a 
serious  cross-fire  over  my  two  rear  brigades,  which  were  concealed  and 
partially  covered  by  the  undulation  of  the  ground.  While  this  was 
in  i)rogress  I received  notice  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eipley,  of  the 
Shari)shooters,  that  a considerable  body  of  the  enemy  were  stealthily 
making  their  way  along  the  valley  to  attack  my  left  and  rear.  I had 
been  on  the  lookout  for  such  a movement,  but  a growth  of  bushes  and 
a light  mist  floating  a few  feet  above  the  ground  completelj^  concealed 
it.  1 cautioned  Colonel  McQuade,  Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers, 
to  be  prei)ared ; ordered  General  Martindale,  the  left  of  whose  brigade 
was  immediately  in  his  rear,  to  wheel  the  Thirteenth  New  York,  Major 
Schceffel,  to  the  left  to  his  support ; directed  General  Butterfield  to  bo 
ready,  and  dispatched  a note  to  General  Porter  apprising  him  of  my 
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situation.  I had  barely  completed  these  arrangements  before  the  en- 
emy appeared  ascending  the  hill  near  MellerUs  house,  and  opened  fire 
upon  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Eegiment,  which  promptly  advanced 
to  meet  them,  and  after  a sharp  engagement,  in  which  three  attacks 
were  repulsed,  drove  them  away.  The  attempt  in  that  quarter  was  not 
renewed. 

Simultaneously  with  the  attack  on  the  left  of  my  rear  a most  deter- 
mined and  powerful  one  was  made  on  my  left  front.  The  enemy  in 
great  force  emerged  from  the  woods,  and,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
fire  from  the  batteries,  advanced  steadily  until  they  arrived  near  them, 
when  the  supporting  regiments — the  Fourth  Michigan,  Colonel  Wood- 
bury; Ninth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Cass,  and  Sixty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania, Captain  Hull — gallantly  moved  forward  and  repulsed  them;  but 
being  re-enforced  by  fresh  troops,  who  extended  their  line  on  the  right 
and  left,  these  regiments  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  their  former 
position,  where  they  maintained  their  ground  until  their  ammunition 
was  exhausted,  and  they  were  regularly  relieved  by  the  Twelfth  New 
York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kichardson ; Forty-fourth  New  York,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Eice,  and  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Captain  Camp- 
bell, and  these,  supported  by  the  First  Michigan,  Col.  H.  S.  Eoberts ; 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  Captain  Sampson ; Second  Maine,  Col. 
C.  W.  Eoberts;  Twenty-fifth  New  York,  Captain  Gleason,  and  Six- 
teenth Michigan,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Euehle,  continued  the  fightagainst 
unequal  numbers  until  they  were  in  turn  relieved  by  part  of  Sykes’ 
division  and  the  Irish  Brigade,  General  Meagher,  which,  having  been 
sent  to  our  aid,  was  led  into  action  by  its  own  commander  and  General 
Porter. 

It  was  now  after  7 o’clock.  The  enemy,  constantly  re-enforced,  fought 
with  great  obstinacy,  but  made  no  impression  on  our  line ; yet  they 
continued  the  struggle  till  after  dark,  and  only  relinquished  it  when 
their  strength  was  exhausted.  They  were  finally  driven  from  the  field, 
which  remained  in  our  i)ossession,  and  was  picketed  from  my  division 
by  the  First  Brigade,  the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  of  the  Third,  and  the 
Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  this  last 
regiment  retaining  the  position  it  held  in  the  morning.  The  Second 
Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York,  when  relieved 
retired  to  the  vicinity  of  Malvern  House,  and  the  Third  a little  to  the 
rear  of  their  position  before  going  into  action.  Having  received  orders 
about  11  p.  m.  to  go  down  the  James  Eiver  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  I put  my 
division  in  motion  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  arrived  there  near  sun- 
rise the  morning  of  Wednesday,  July  2. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  endurance  and  courage  displayed 
by  officers  and  men  during  the  period  embraced  in  this  report.  From 
the  moment  we  were  summoned  to  Mechanicsville  till  we  arrived  at 
Harrison’s  they  were  constantly  on  the  alert,  and  though  without  shel- 
ter and  at  times  almost  without  food,  they  responded  with  the  utmost 
alacrity  to  every  call  to  duty.  At  Gaines’  Mill  the  flag  of  the  First 
Tennessee  Eegiment  was  taken  by  the  Thirteenth  New  York,  and  that 
of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  which  was  stricken  down  by  the  fire  of  Buckley’s 
section  of  artillery,  was  secured  by  the  Second  Maine.  At  Malvern  a 
flag  was  captured  in  a charge  made  by  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  and 
Eighty-third  Penns^dvania,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  last  regi- 
ment. At  Malvern  the  flag  of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  was 
five  times  cutdowm,  but  quickly  raised  again  and  carried,  displayed  by 
the  regiment  from  the  field.  The  Fourth  Michigan  nobly  held  its 
ground  after  its  colonel  (Woodbury)  was  killed  until  its  ammunition 
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was  exhausted  and  it  was  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Kew  York,  when 
it  retired  in  perfect  order. 

I regret  to  add  that  our  loss,  as  appears  by  the  returns  already  for- 
warded, has  been  extremely  severe.*  Forty-seven  officers  of  this  corps 
are  reported  killed  in  action,  28  of  whom  fell  in  my  division,  viz:  2 in 
the  First,  19  in  the  Second,  and  7 in  the  Third  Brigade.  At  Gaines’ 
Mill,  Colonel  Black,  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania,  was  killed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action  leading  his  regiment  in  a charge,  and  soon  after  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Skillen,  Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  met  a similar 
fate.  At  a later  hour  Colonel  Gove,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  was 
killed,  and  as  the  line  gave  way  Colonel  McLane  and  Major  Naghel, 
Eighty -third  Pennsylvania,  fell  while  changing  the  position  of  the  regi- 
ment. Col.  H.  S.  Eoberts,  First  Michigan ; Colonel  Childs,  Fourth  Mich- 
igan, and  Major  Gilbert,  Twenty-fifth  New  York,  were  wounded,  and 
Colonel  Stockton,  Sixteenth  Michigan ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Sweitzer, 
Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  j Lieutenant-Colonel  Varney,  Second  Maine; 
Major  Tilton,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  and  Major  Gilbert,  Twenty- 
fifth  New  York,  were  made  prisoners.  At  Malvern,  Colonel  Woodbury, 
Fourth  Michigan,  was  killed  late  in  the  afternoon.  Colonel  Cass  and 
Major  Hanley,  Ninth  Massachusetts;  Lieutenant-Colonel Eipley,  First 
Sharpshooters,  and  Major  Barnum,  Twelfth  New  York,  were  wounded. 
Colonel  Cass’  wound  was  mortal.  He  died  a few  days  after  reaching 
home. 

I am  under  obligations  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders 
for  their  able  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  which  devolved  upon 
them,  particularly  after  the  great  loss  of  officers  at  Gaines’  Mill,  and  I 
desire  especially  to  recognize  the  services  of  General  Griffin,  who  held 
the  front  at  Malvern,  and  in  addition  to  his  brigade  had  the  immediate 
command  of  the  batteries,  which  his  knowledge  and  experience  as  an 
officer  of  artillery  enabled  him  to  use  with  a skill  and  judgment  that 
contributed  materially  to  our  success.  His  horse  was  killed  under  him. 

I make  my  acknowledgments  to  Captain  Grannis,  division  quarter- 
master, and  to  Captain  Batchelder,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, division  ordnance  officer,  for  their  care  and  attention  in  getting 
their  trains  to  the  James  Elver;  and  I am  particularly  indebted  to 
Captain  Auchmuty,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  to  Lieutenant  Will- 
iams, Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  one  of  my  aides,  and  the  only 
members  of  my  staff  with  me,  for  communicating  orders,  and  for  doing 
promptly  and  cheerfully  whatever  was  required  of  them,  though  they 
were  far  from  being  well.  Captain  Auchmuty’s  horse  was  shot  at 
Gaines’  IMill  and  Lieutenant  Williams’  at  Malvern.  Also  to  Captain 
Weeden,  of  the  First  Ehode  Island  Battery,  and  chief  of  the  division 
artillery,  who,  besides  performing  his  peculiar  duties,  joined  me  when- 
ever he  could  do  so,  and  acted  as  one  of  my  staff. 

I forward  reports  from  the  comiTianders  of  brigades  of  the  regiments 
of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  (I  have  received  none  from  those  of 
the  Second),  of  the  batteries  of  Captain  Weeden,  chief  of  division  artil- 
lery, of  Colonel  Berdan’s  First  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  and  of  Colonel 
Barnes,  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  of  the  services  of  his 
regiment  while  detached  with  General  Stoneman,  to  all  of  which  I beg 
leave  to  refer  for  further  details  and  for  the  names  of  officers  and  men 
who  have  particularly  distinguished  themselves,  concurring  in  their 
recommeudations  and  asking  for  them  a fiivorable  consideration;  and 
in  addition  I recommend  Col.  James  McQuade,  Fourteenth  New  York 
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V^olunteers,  the  only  surviving  colonel  of  the  Second  Brigade,  for  por- 
motion. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MORELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


m.  113. 

Report  of  Col.  Hiram  Berdan.,  First  IT.  8.  Sharpshooters.,  of  the  battles  of 

Gaines^  Mill^  Glendale,  or  Nelson^ s Farm  ( Frazier^ s Farm),  and  Malvern 
Hill.  , 

Headquarters  Berdan^s  Sharpshooters, 

Camp  on  James  River.,  Harrison^ s Landing,  July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  orders,  I 
marched  the  portion  of  my  command  not  on  detached  service  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  26th  ultimo  with  the  Second  Brigade.  We  lay  on 
our  arms  all  night,  and  retired  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo  as  far 
as  ordered,  and  I then  i^osted  my  men  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
on  the  farther  side  of  the  woods  in  which  the  principal  action  of  the 
day  occurred,  the  First  Brigade  being  on  our  left  and  the  Mnth  Massa- 
chusetts on  our  right. 

About  1.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  in  line  of  battle  the  whole 
length  of  the  woods.  My  men  had  good  cover,  and  so  rapid  was  our 
fire  from  our  breech-loading  guns  we  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great 
loss.  They  were  also  repulsed  on  our  left,  but  the  ISTinth  Massachusetts 
fell  back  some  300  yards  iu  disorder,  where  it  reformed.  This  made  it 
necessary  to  bring  my  right  back  to  prevent  being  outflanked. 

We  received  and  repulsed  the  enemy  a second  time,  as  did  the  troops 
on  our  left.  At  this  charge  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  fell  back  altogether. 
We  held  the  same  position  during  the  third  charge,  repulsing  the  enemy 
with  great  loss,  but  finding  that  at  this  time  the  lines  of  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades  were  broken  on  our  left  and  that  our  supports  were  fall- 
ing back,  we  also  fell  back  in  good  order. 

When  I arrived  on  the  field  in  the  rear  of  the  woods  {*)  I saw  not  less 
than  12,000  of  our  men  and  officers,  each  apparently  making  quick-time 
for  the  bridge.  Only  a few  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  would  have  been 
necessary  to  create  a stampede.  In  this  event  the  most  of  our  force 
would  have  been  inevitably  lost.  Seeing  no  effort  made  to  rally  the 
men,  I rode  through  them  to  the  right  and  left,  appealing  to  the  officers 
to  get  the  men  together,  and  I would  go  down  to  the  bridge  and  bring 
uj)  the  rear.  The  bridge  was  full  when  I reached  it,  and  finding  my 
appeals  to  the  officers  and  men  of  no  avail,  I drew  my  iiistol  and  threat- 
ened to  si  loot  the  first  officer  or  man  who  passed  me,  and  finding  these 
threats  of  no  use,  I fired  several  shots  over  their  heads  before  I suc- 
ceeded iu  checking  the  rush,  which  had  become  almost  a panic  at  this 
point.  I forced  them  into  line  without  reference  to  regiment  or  rank. 
I regret  that  I have  not  the  names  of  some  line  officers  who  were  more 
determined  on  crossing  than  the  men,  if  possible.  Others  saw  the  im- 
portance of  forming  lines,  if  only  for  the  appearance  of  order,  to  deter 
the  enemy  from  attacking  us,  and  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

In  about  a half  hour  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  with  four  bat- 
talions, varying  from  600  to  2,000.  Here  I halted  them,  and  compelled 
the  stragglers  in  front  to  form.  Many  a brave  officer  had  responded  to 
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my  appeals  and  gathered  large  squads  of  men.  Seeing  the  rebel  cav- 
alry forming  in  line  in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  woods  which  they  had 
taken  possession  of,  and  having  little  confidence  in  the  men,  I set  them 
to  cheering,  when  the  enemy,  thinking,  perhaps,  we  had  been  re-en- 
forced, retired,  and  we  crossed  the  bridge  in  good  order. 

On  Monday  night,  the  30th  ultimo,  we  lay  on  onr  arms  near  where  I 
had  previously  posted  my  men,  where  an  attack  was  anticipated  on  our 
right.  On  Tuesday  morning,  being  unable  to  find  General  Morellj  and 
learning  that  the  enemy  was  approaching,  I marched  my  command  to 
the  front  and  was  about  to  deploy  them  as  skirmishers,  when  General 
Porter  came  along,  and  he  approving  my  suggestion,  I posted  them  in 
front  of  the  batteries,  where  they  remained  all  day,  receiving  and  re- 
pelling the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  received  the  rebel  infantry  in  the 
afternoon  standing  firm  and  firing  with  great  rapidity  and  coolness 
until  the  enemy’s  line  was  witliin  grape-range  of  our  artillery,  when 
they  fell  back  with  the  Fourth  Michigan,  firing  constantly. 

At  this  period  it  became  necessary  to  have  re-enforcements,  and  at 
the  request  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  Y.  W.  Ripley,  of  my  regiment,  went  back  and  got  two  regi- 
ments, first  the  Twelfth  New  York  and  afterward  the  Fourteenth  New 
York,  which  arrived  just  in  time  to  save  the  left  wing.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ri])ley  behaved  with  great  bravery  and  coolness.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  my  whole  command,  with  a few  exceptions,  including 
the  companies  on  detached  service,  as  I have  learned  from  the  general 
commanding.  Companies  C and  G were  in  General  McCall’s  division, 
and  were  in  the  engagement  at  Mechanicsville,  and  covered  the  retreat 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th.  They  were  also  in  the  battle  at  Gaines’ 
Mill.  Companies  A and  D helped  to  cover  the  retreat  in  Smith’s  divis- 
ion, Company  H in  Richardson’s,  and  Company  B in  Hooker’s. 

My  men  have  all  been  in  several  engagements  and  are  almost  worn- 
out,  but  are  in  good  spirits. 

One  ofticer  and  7 men  killed ; 4 officers  and  31  men  wounded  j 13  men 
missing  ; 14  men  left  sick  in  hospital. 

Respectfully, 


H.  BERDAN, 

Colonel^  Commanding  U.  8.  Sharpshooters. 


Capt.  R.  T.  Auchmuty. 


[Indorsement.] 


Colonel  Berdan  was  not  in  the  fight  at  Gaines’  Mill.  What  occurred 
far  to  the  rear  near  the  bridge  I do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge, 
but  I have  every  reason  to  believe  this  statement  is  highly  exaggerated. 
I refer  to  the  statement  marked  thus  (*). 

GEO.  W.  MORELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


No.  114. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  G.  Hastings^  First  TJ.  8.  Sharpshooters , of  operations 

June  29-July  1. 

Hdqrs.  Co.  H,  First  Regt.  U.  S.  Sharpshooters, 

Camp  at  Harrisonh  Pointy  F«.,  July  o,  1862. 
Sir  : In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  division, 
requiring  reports  from  commanding  officers  in  this  division  of  the  sev* 
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oral  actions  at  Allen’s  farm,  Savage  Station,  Nelson’s  farm,  and  Mal- 
verton,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  29th  June,  as  soon 
as  our  line  of  battle  was  formed  at  Allen’s  farm,  I reported  in  person 
to  the  general  commanding  the  division,  who  ordered  me  to  deploy  my 
company  in  such  manner  as  to  command  by  an  enfilading  fire  the  road 
from  the  Ohickahominj^  I deployed  my  company  accordingly  where 
the  road  entered  the  field  occupied  by  our  troops,  about  300  yards  to 
the  right  and  rear  of  our  line  of  battle.  No  enemy  api^earing  in  sight 
in  that  direction,  but  information  being  brought  me  that  our  cavalry 
scouts  had  been  fired  upon  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  farther  down 
the  road,  I advanced  my  men  as  skirmishers  through  the  wood  on  the 
left  of  the  road  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  to  an  open  field,  and 
took  position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  bordering  on  the  field,  which 
position  commanded  the  road  and  enabled  me  to  observe  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  the  Ghickahominy.  Com- 
munication between  me  and  the  main  body  was  maintained  by  cavalry 
pickets.  I observed  only  some  two  or  three  parties  of  armed  men  of 
three  or  four  each  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
field,  but  saw  no  organized  body  of  the  enemy,  nor  was  any  hostile 
demonstration  made  from  that  quarter.  I sent  report  of  these  facts  to 
the  general  commanding  the  division,  who  ordered  me  to  remain  in 
the  position  I then  occupied.  I did  so  during  the  entire  action.  When 
our  troops  had  all  withdrawn  from  the  field  I assembled  my  skirmishers, 
and  overtook  the  rear  of  the  column  upon  the  road  to  Savage  Station. 
At  Savage  Station  I reported  with  my  command  to  the  general  com- 
manding the  division,  who  ordered  us  to  remain  where  we  were  until 
further  orders. 

Eeceiving  no  further  orders,  we  liad  no  part  in  the  action  which  took 
place  there.  From  that  time  I had  no  orders  except  to  march  my  com- 
mand with  General  Caldwell’s  brigade.  I kept  that  position  in  the 
column  of  march  through  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  on  Monday,  30th 
of  June,  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Sixty-first  New 
York  in  supporting  our  batteries,  and  remained  in  line  with  the  brigade 
until  it  went  into  action  at  Nelson’s  Farm  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 

1 reported  to  Colonel  Barlow,  commanding  the  Sixty-first  New  York, 
who  requested  me  to  keep  my  company  on  the  right  of  his  regiment, 
which  I did,  and  took  my  command  into  action  with  that  regiment,  put- 
ting myself  under  Colonel  Barlow’s  orders.  His  report  of  that  action 
will  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  of  the  part  which  my  com- 
mand bore  in  it,  but  I cannot  forbear  to  state  that  my  men  stood  nobly 
in  the  field  with  the  Sixty-first  under  a terrific  fire  of  musketry  from  an 
enemy  concealed  in  the  woods  evidently  far  outnumbering  our  own  force 
there  immediately  engaged.  The  conduct  of  my  men  was  fully  satisfac- 
tory to  me.  Lieutenant  Peet,  of  my  company,  though  suffering  from 
sickness,  entered  eagerly  into  the  battle,  and  conducted  himself  with 
great  bravery  and  perfect  coolness.  He  fell  wounded  while  encouraging 
and  cheering  on  our  men. 

In  the  action  at  Malverton  on  the  1st  instant  my  command  was  not  ' 
engaged. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  HASTINGS, 

Captain^  First  U.  S.  Sharpshooters^  Comdg.  Company  H, 

Lieutenant  Draper, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Eeport  of  Capt.  William  B.  WeedeUj  Battery  G,  First  Rhode  Island  Light 
Artillery^  Chief  of  Artillery^  of  operations  May  2^July  2,  including  the 
battles  of  Alechanicsville^  Gaines’’  Milf  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  0,  First  Erode  Island  Artillery, 

Harrison’’ s Bar.,  Ya..,  July  2,  18G2. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  battery  under  my  command  since  it  was  first  sta- 
tioned at  Old  Church,  Va.,  Saturday,  May  24; 

Having  reported  at  headquarters,' Brigadier-General  Porter  com- 
manding cor})s,  the  battery  was  attached  to  the  command  of  Colonel 
Warren,  commanding  brigade,  Sykes’  division.  At  11  a.  m.,  by  his 
order,  marched  to  Old  Church,  Ya.,  7 miles,  and  encamped  at  dark. 
May  25  moved  camp  one-half  mile  to  field  opposite  Old  Church  Hotel. 
May  26  three  pieces  of  the  baltery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Buckley,  were  ordered  on  a reconnaissance  at  9 a.  m.,  one  piece  moving 
with  a detachment  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  on  the  road 
toward  Hanover  Court-House,  two  pieces  marching  with  the  main  body 
along  the  northerly  road.  The  two  forces  made  a junction  near  Han- 
overtown,  6 miles  from  Old  Church,  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets, 
destroyed  a bridge  across  Pamunkey.  Battery  returned  into  camp  at 
7 p.  m.  May  27,  after  an  hour’s  delay,  caused  by  the  carriages  sinking 
in  deep  quicksands,  by  command  of  Colonel  Warren  commanding, 
the  battery  marched  at  8 a.  m.  by  direct  road  to  Hanover  Court-House. 
At  3.30  p.  m.  the  column  arrived  at  the  point  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  by  General  Morell’s  force  and  continued  in  pursuit 
on  the  road  to  Hanover  Court-House. 

At  about  5 p.  in.  the  column  was  reversed  by  command  of  Brig.  Gen* 
F.  J.  Porter,  commanding  corps,  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  had  appeared 
in  rear.  The  battery  was  halted  in  field  to  right  of  White  House,  used 
as  hospital  headquarters,  and  was  held  in  reserve.  By  command  of 
General  Porter  it  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field  at  9 i).  m.  May  28 
moved  three-quarters  of  a mile  toward  Hanover  Court-House  and  took 
position  to  command  the  roads. 

May  29,  by  command  of  Colonel  Warren,  the  battery  marched  on  a 
reconnaissance  toward  Ashland,  passing  by  Peake’s  Station.  After 
marching  4 miles  three  pieces  were  posted  to  command  the  roads  to 
Ashland  and  the  cross-roads  on  each  side.  At  5 p.  m.  the  whole  force 
returned  to  their  camps,  and  at  7.30  o’clock  p.  m.  we  marched  15  miles 
to  Old  Church,  arriving  in  iiark  at  12.30  a.  m.  May  30  marched  to 
New  Bridge  at  2 p.  m.,  during  a heavy  thunder-storm,  and  reported  to 
Capt.  Charles  Griffin,  commanding  division  artillery,  at  6.30  p.  m. 
The  service  of  the  battery  in  this  expedition  was  very  severe.  It 
rained  nearly  every  day ; the  roads  were  bad,  and  neither  horses  nor 
men  ever  fully  recovered  from  the  fatigue. 

June  1 I was  stationed  in  position  at  5 a.  m.  to  command  New  Bridge, 
and  returned  to  camp  at  dark.  From  this  date  until  26th  instant  the 
battery  remained  in  camp  on  Gaines’  fiirm,  doing  iiicket  duty  at  bridges 
once  every  three  days.  June  15  four  pieces,  under  Lieutenants  Water- 
man and  Clark,  stationed  in  intrenchments  to  the  right  of  New  Bridge, 
opened  on  the  rebel  battery  to  the  left  of  Price’s  house  in  intrench- 
ments. Eight  rounds  of  percussion  shell  and  shrapnel  were  fired, 
b(iven  of  wliich  were  seen  to  take  efiect.  Our  advanced  jackets  ob- 
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served  the  same,  and  deserters  reported  that  G rebels  were  killed  or 
wounded.  The  rebels  did  not  oi)en  fire  again  while  our  guns  were  in 
position. 

Thursday,  June  26,  by  command  of  the  division  general,  this  bat- 
tery moved  from  camp  on  Gaines^  farm  at  5 p.  m.  and  marched  with 
Griffin’s  brigade  on  the  Mechanicsville  road.  Griffin’s  command  went 
forward  into  action,  and  the  batterj"  was  held  in  support  in  rear  and 
to  right  of  the  road.  During  the  night  it  was  ordered  by  the  division 
general  to  fall  back  with  General  Griffin’s  column.  Moved  at  daybreak, 
and  was  in  position  on  the  field  at  Gaines’  Mill  in  rear  of  Griffin’s  bri- 
gade at  about  11  a.  m.  By  command  of  division  general,  before  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  I placed  one  section  under  Lieut.  W.  W. 
Buckley  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  on  General  Maitindale’s  right. 
The  enemy  attacked  General  Martindale  in  force  at  about  3 p.  m.,  and 
Lieutenant  Buckley  opened  fire  with  shrapnel,  bursting  in  the  enemy’s 
line  as  they  appeared  on  the  crest  beyond  the  ravine.  The  practice 
with  the  guns  was  excellent,  and  the  fire  was  continued  until  the  enemy 
retired.  He  advanced  and  was  repulsed  three  times,  the  section  firing 
shell  and  shrapnel.  At  the  fourth  attack  the  infantry  gave  way;  the 
pieces  kept  up  their  fire,  using  canister  as  the  enemy  came  near.  The 
cannoneers  served  the  guns  until  the  sup])orting  infantry  had  all  re- 
tired. There  were  then  (including  non-commissioned  officers)  3 men  at 
each  piece.  Three  horses  were  killed  at  one  limber,  one  Lorse  was 
killed  at  the  other,  and  the  remaining  ones  stampeded  under  the  tre- 
mendous musketry  of  the  enemy,  though  the  drivers  made  every  effort 
to  restrain  them.  The  pieces  were  necessarily  abandoned.  The  caissons 
retired  in  good  order.  I would  respectfully  submit  that,  from  my  own 
observation  and  the  information  of  officers  who  saw  the  whole  of  the 
contest.  Lieutenant  Buckley  made  every  effort  to  save  his  pieces,  and 
that  his  section,  as  well  as  himself,  should  be  commended  for  gallant 
conduct.  The  colors  of  one  rebel  regiment  were  struck  to  the  ground 
by  a case-shot.  They  were  never  raised  again  by  the  enemy.  After 
he  retired  they  were  brought  in  by  the  Second  Maine  Begiment.  In 
view  of  these  facts  I would  respectfully  ask  that  they  be  given  to  this 
battery. 

The  right  and  center  sections,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Water- 
man and  Clark,  from  their  position  in  rear  of  Griffin’s  brigade,  opened 
fire  when  our  first  line  retired.  After  a few  rounds  they  changed  posi- 
tion 100  yards  to  rear  and  in  line  with  the  other  artillery.  After  firing 
some  40  rounds  we  saw  the  enemy  turning  the  left  of  the  batteries.  The 
smoke  had  filled  the  whole  field  to  the  woods,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
direct  the  lire.  The  batteries  were  limbering  to  the  rear  in  good  order, 
to  retire  and  renew  the  fire  from  the  brow  of  the  hill,  when  the  cavalry, 
repulsed,  retired  in  disorder  through  and  in  front  of  the  batteries.  The 
caissons  were  exchanging  limbers  with  the  pieces,  and  it  was  imi)ossible 
to  limber  up  and  withdraw  them.  Men  were  ridden  down  and  the  horses 
stampeded  by  the  rush  of  the  cavalry.  The  whole  line  of  artillery  was 
thrown  into  confusion.  Commands  could  be  neither  heard  nor  executed, 
and  different  batteries  were  mingled  in  disorder.  One  piece  of  my  bat- 
tery mired  in  the  woods.  Other  caissons  in  front  and  rear  of  the  same 
having  been  abandoned  by  the  drivers,  it  was  impossible  to  rescue  the 
piece.  The  remainder  of  the  battery  crossed  W oodbury’s  Alexander’s] 
Bridge  at  dark  and  encamped  on  Trent’s  farm. 

Saturday,  June  28,  bj^  command  of  the  division  general,  we  moved  at 
1 p.  m.,  and  encamped  at  7 p.  m.  at  White  Oak  Bottom,  having  marched 
8 miles. 
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Sunday^  June  29,  at  8 a.  m.,  by  command  of  the  division  general,  we 
moved  to  Charles  City  Cro'ss-Eoads ; halted  until  near  evening,  moved 
forward  about  2 miles,  and  encamped  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road 
at  9.30  p.  m. 

Monday,  June  30,  at  daybreak,  by  command  of  the  division  general 
we  marched  about  6 miles,  and  encamped  at  10  a.  m.  at  Turkey  Bend. 
At  3 p.  m.,  by  the  same  command,  recrossed  the  creek  and  took  position 
on  the  plateau  in  the  rear  of  Malvern  house  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  by  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter,  commanding 
corps,  at  8.30  a.  m.  we  moved  to  front,  and  remained  in  reserve  to  sup- 
port General  Grilfiii’s  command.  At  12.30  p.  m.,  by  command  of  Brig- 
adier-General GriflQn,  we  took  position  on  left  of  the  White  House,  to 
command  the  bottom  on  our  left.  We  fired  several  rounds  into  the 
woods  below.  One  shell  from  a 30-pounder  rifled  gun  in  our  rear  struck 
into  the  battery,  killing  2 men  instantly,  wounding  3 others,  and  kill- 
ing 2 horses.  At  about  4 p.  m.  we  moved  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  in  connection  with  one  section  of  Allen’s  Massachusetts  battery  we 
relieved  Kingsbury’s  battery  and  commenced  firing  with  shrapnel,  and 
swept  the  woods  wherever  the  enemy  were  known  to  be.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  from  batteries  posted  under  cover  of  woods  oiiposite  Grif- 
fin’s position.  We  replied  to  them  with  shrapnel  and  i^ercussiou  shell. 
When  the  enemy  deployed  his  masses  of  infantry  he  ceased  firing  with 
artillery.  This  battery  maintained  a rapid  fire  until  the  ammunition 
was  expended,  excepting  canister,  which  could  not  be  safely  used,  owing 
to  the  oblique  front  of  General  Couch’s  troops  on  the  right.  We  were 
relieved  by  a battery  of  10-pounder  Parrotts,  and  retired  about  7 p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Phillips’  section  of  the  Massachusetts  battery,  which  had 
done  excellent  service,  withdrew  at  the  same  time. 

At  12  p.  m.,  by  command  of  the  division  general,  we  moved  from 
Malvern  house,  marched  10  miles,  and  encamped  at  Harrison’s  Bar  at 
4 a.  m.  July  2. 

The  exact  amount  of  ammunition  fired  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
some  caissons  were  lost.  The  boxes  contabied  1,200  rounds.  June  26, 
200  rounds  additional  were  obtained,  and  on  the  28th  all  was  expended 
except  100  rounds  canister  and  shell. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  the  men  with  very  few  exceptions  was 
satisfactory.  There  were  many  marked  instances  of  heroism.  Having 
been  on  duty  with  the  division  artillery,  the  immediate  command  of  this 
battery  since  June  26,  both  on  march  and  in  action,  has  devolved  on 
Lieut.  Eichard  Waterman.  He  discharged  his  duties  with  skill,  and  at 
Malvern  had  two  horses  shot  under  him. 

The  foregoing  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  WEEDEK, 

Captain^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell,  Commanding  Division. 


Ko.  116. 

Report  of  Capt.  Augustus  P.  Martin.,  Battery  (7,  Massachusetts  Light  Ar- 
tillery,  of  the  battles  Of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'^  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  Va., 

July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : T have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tht? 
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disposition  and  engagement  of  the  battery  under  my  command  on  the 
26th  and  27th  of  June  and  1st  day  of  July,  1862  : 

At  about  noon  on  the  26th  ultimo  I was  ordered  to  report  with  my 
battery  to  Brigadier-General  Martindale  at  Mechanicsville.  I was 
assigned  a position  in  reserve  with  the  brigade,  where  we  remained 
until  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  27th  ultimo,  when  I received  orders 
to  march  with  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Gaines’  Mill,  where  we 
arrived  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  were  assigned  a position  by 
General  Porter  on  the  left  of  General  Sykes’  division  and  on  the  right 
of  General  Morell’s,  commanding  an  open  field  occupied  by  General 
Sykes’  division. 

The  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about 
1,000  yards  in  front  of  the  battery,  several  times  during  the  day,  and 
endeavored  to  form  a line  of  battle.  My  battery  opened  upon  them  at 
every  attempt  to  form  a line  with  spherical  case,  which  broke  their 
lines  and  drove  them  back  into  the  woods.  The  battery  remained  in 
the  same  position  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  broken  the  left  of  our  line,  and  I was  ordered  to  retire  with 
my  battery.  I at  once  commenced  the  execution  of  the  order,  when  I 
observed  a large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  in  line  up  the  slope  of 
the  hill,  which  appeared  to  be  a brigade  of  the  enemy  advancing  on  our 
front.  My  support  had  all  retired  from  the  field  with  the  exception  of 
the  Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  Major  Jones  commanding,  who  were  im- 
mediately on  the  right  of  the  battery.  When  the  enemy  arrived  within 
150  yards  of  the  battery  we  poured  a double  charge  of  canister  into 
the  regiment  directly  in  our  front,  which  broke  their  lines  and  drove 
them  to  the  rear  in  utter  confusion,  giving  me  an  opportunity  (after 
firing  36  rounds  of  canister)  to  retire  with  my  battery  in  safety,  except 
three  caissons,  on  which  the  horses  were  so  completely  disabled  that  it 
was  imi)ossible  to  get  them  from  the  field,  although  I returned  to  the 
field  in  person  after  I had  secured  my  pieces  and  made  another  efibrt 
to  get  the  caissons  from  the  field,  but  the  horses  were  so  badly  cut  up 
that  it  was  impossible  to  move  them. 

During  the  retreat,  about  half  a mile  from  the  field,  one  of  my  pieces 
was  accidentally  run  off  from  a bridge,  capsizing  the  piece  and  break- 
ing the  leg  of  one  horse.  The  pressure  was  so  great  that  the  guards 
would  not  allow  time  to  extricate  it,  and  we  were  obliged  to  leave  it 
and  the  horse  with  a broken  leg. 

We  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  encamped  during  the  night  with 
General  Martindale’s  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  ultimo  I received  orders  to  report  with 
my  battery  to  Colonel  Warren,  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  command- 
ing a brigade  in  General  Sykes’  division,  on  the  road  near  Turkey 
Creek  Bridge.  At  daybreak  the  next  morning  Colonel  Warren  directed 
me  to  place  one  section  of  my  battery  in  an  open  field  near  the  banks 
of  the  James  Eiver,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of  battle.  Lieu- 
tenant Tyler  was  assigned  to  the  position  Avith  one  section  of  the 
battery. 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  made  their  appearance  in  an  open  wheat  field 
several  times  during  the  day,  and  were  shelled  and  driA^en  from  their 
position  whenever  they  made  their  appearance. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  battery  took  a position  on  the  road  to 
the  left  of  Malvern  Hill,  supijorted  by  Colonel  Warren’s  brigade.  The 
woods  in  front,  where  a regiment  of  the  enemy  were  reported  to  be 
concealed,  were  shelled. 
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No  damage  whatever  was  sustained  by  the  battery  during  the  en- 
gagement. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  battery  behaved  well. 

A.  P.  MAETIN, 

Captain  Battery  (7,  Massachusetts  Artillery, 

Oapt.  William  B.  Weeden, 

Chief  of  Artillery.  MorelVs  Division. 


No.  117. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  B.  Hyde^  Battery  B,  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery^ 
of  the  battles  of  Gaines^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing, 

July  5,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  regards  the  battery 
under  my  command : 

June  26  I was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Butterfield,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  his  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  was  sub- 
sequently ordered  back  to  a field  near  General  MorelPs  headquarters, 
and  took  position  near  the  woods.  Afterward  I was  ordered  to  the 
field  formerly  occupied  by  the  Eeserve  Artillerv ; remained  there  until 
3 a.  m.  of  the  27th,  and  was  then  ordered  to  take  x>osition  in  battery 
to  the  left  and  near  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  to  command  the  bridge  in  front 
and  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  troops  and  then  to  retire  after  all  were 
over  and  the  bridge  destroyed.  This  being  accomplished,  1 again  took 
position  on  the  other  side  of  a bridge  on  a hill,  about  100  yards  from 
the  woods,  and  then  was  ordered  to  take  position  near  the  edge  of  the 
woods  by  General  Butterfield,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  'brigade 
drove  the  enemy  back  several  times  in  great  disorder,  after  which  we 
resumed  our  xiosition  on  the  hill  and  remained  in  readiness  for  the 
enemy  to  come  out  of  the  woods,  then  to  give  them  double  canister, 
which  we  did  with  great  efiect  until,  our  sux^x^ort  giving  way,  we  were 
obliged  to  limber  up  and  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order,  with 
all  our  x>icces  but  one,  the  horses  of  which  having  been  x^reviously 
killed,  I was  obliged  to  leave.  We  had  proceeded  but  a short  distance 
when  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  so  intense  that  the  horses  in  three 
of  the  pieces  were  killed,  therebv  preventing  their  removal  from  the 
field. 

After  having  retired  from  the  field  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
Eiver,  and  encamped  for  the  night  near  General  McClellan’s  head- 
quarters. 

July  1, 1862, 1 was  ordered  by  Captain  Weeden  to  take  my  remaining 
X)ieces  with  his  battery  to  the  front  and  on  the  brow  of  a hill,  about 
2,000  yards  from  the  enemy,  who  were  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  with 
artillery  and  infantry.  We  began  to  shell  them,  and  after  about  half 
an  hour,  in  connection  with  other  batteries,  silenced  the  enemy,  and 
were  then  ordered  with  Weeden’s  battery  to  take  position  in  the  field 
on  the  ox)X)Osite  side  of  the  road,  and  again  began  firing  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy.  This  was  kex>t  up  till  night,  when  we  were  relieved  and 
returned  to  camp. 
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During  the  engagement  all  the  men  behaved  remarkably  well. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  HYDE, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding  Battery  B,  Massachusetts  Artillery, 
Captain  Weeden, 

Chief  of  Artillery^  General  MorelVs  Division, 


No.  118. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Kingsbury^  Battery  D,  Fifth  TJ.  8.  Artillery^ 
of  the  battles  of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va., 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  I report  as  follows  as  to  the  service  of 
Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  since  the  26th  ultimo : 

At  noon  on  that  day  orders  were  received  to  pack  camp  equipage 
and  send  the  wagons  to  General  McClellan’s  headquarters.  One  team- 
ster deserted  his  charge ; the  mules  were  lost,  the  wagon  destroyed  by 
order  of  Captaiu  .Tidball,  of  the  artillery.  Later  on  the  26th  I was 
ordered  to  follow  Brigadier-General  Griffin,  then  on  the  march  toward 
Mechanicsville.  Being  misled  as  to  his  route  I did  not  find  him,  but 
reached  the  cross-roads  near  Mechanicsville  just  after  sundown,  and 
took  position  in  an  open  field,  supported  by  regiments  of  Brigadier- 
General  Martindale’s  command — this  with  the  assent  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morell,  commanding  division. 

On  the  27th,  at  2 a.  m.,  I returned,  by  order,  with  General  Martin- 
dale  over  the  same  route  by  which  we  had  advanced.  A little  after 
sunrise  I halted  near  Gaines’  Mill  and  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J. 
Porter.  He  ordered,  “ Stand  still  and  await  further  orders.”  These  I 
soon  received  from  yourself,  viz  : Cross  the  bridge  and  follow  General 
Griffin’s  brigade.”  This  I did,  and  parked  near  Tait’s  house.  Soon, 
by  y^our  order,  I went  into  battery  in  a position  commanding  a wide 
stretch  of  tbe  valley  of  the  Chickahominy.  In  the  afternoon  I received 
orders  from  General  Porter  to  move  to  the  right  of  General  Grilfin’s 
brigade.  These  were  immediately  countermanded.  Later,  through 
Lieutenant  Monteith,  General  Porter  sent  me  an  order  to  move  quickly 
to  the  right  of  our  line  and  report  to  General  Sykes,  if  I could  find 
him ; if  not,  to  go  and  act  at  my  own  discretion,  as  a regiment  would  be 
sent  to  support  me.  I reported  to  General  Sykes.  He  held  the  battery, 
with  its  support  (the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  in 
reserve. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Buchanan,  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  asked,  in  con- 
versation, “If  the  battery  w'ould  support  his  troops  should  the  enemy 
attempt  a flank  movement  upon  them  V’  I replied,  “ Certainly.”  Gen- 
eral Sykes  not  being  i^resent  at  the  time,  seeing  wbat  I thought  the 
enemy’s  preparation  to  attack,  I brought  forward  four  pieces  and  placed 
them  on  the  right  of  two  pieces  of  Captain  Edwards’  battery,  already 
in  position.  I opened  fire  with  shrapnel  on  the  enemy’s  artillery  and 
infantry — effect  satisfactory.  After  two  hours  the  last  fierce  charge  of 
the  enemy  was  made.  I ordered  up  my  remaining  two  pieces.  Imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  battery  tbe  enemy  did  not  emerge  from  the 
woods,  being  prevented  by  our  canister,  On  our  left  the  infantry  were 
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soon  forced  to  retire.  Finding  the  enemy  so  gaining  in  that  quarter 
as  to  have  an  enfilading  fire  upon  us  and  my  support  retiring,  I moved 
to  the  rear  about  80  yards  and  came  into  battery  in  front  of  the  Six- 
teenth Eegiment  ^ew  York  Volunteers.  There  Ave  again  opened  fire 
with  shrapnel — effect  apparently  good.  The  Sixteenth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers advanced  handsomely  through  our  battery.  I directed  the 
guns  to  the  left,  where  there  were  crowds  of  Union  fugitives  and  where 
the  enemy  were  still  gaining  ground. 

At  this  juncture  a remnant  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry  passed,  disor- 
ganized, but  walking.  Captain  Bead,  Lieutenant  Heckscher,  and  the 
standard-bearer  strove  manfully  to  rally  them.  They  succeeded  in  so 
doing  among  some  bushes  150  yards  to  our  rear.  I was  now  in  the 
open  plain,  with  no  infantry  near  my  battery.  I retired,  therefore,  to 
these  bushes  and  again  opened  fire  with  shrapnel.  The  smoke  was 
dense.  An  officer  from  the  front,  however,  reported  our  range  exact. 
In  this  last  position  the  battery  remained  until  after  dark,  when  it 
withdrew  by  order  of  General  Sykes.  I parked  for  the  night  near 
Woodbury’s  [f]  Bridge.  A caisson-driver  mistook  the  road  of  retreat. 
Four  caissons  were  thus  misled.  The  next  morning  they  came  to  the 
bridge  and  attempted  to  cross.  The  structure  was  already  damaged 
by  our  engineers,  and  was  soon  after  blown  up.  The  caissons  were 
destroyed  at  the  same  time.  The  driver,  with  the  horses,  save  tAvo, 
forded  the  stream  and  reached  the  battery. 

On  June  28,  at  2 a.  m.,  moved,  by  order  of  General  Porter,  across 
W oodbury’s  [Alexander’s  %]  Bridge  and  parked.  In  the  afternoon  moved 
with  General  Griffin’s  brigade  to  White  Oak  Swamp;  camped  at  dusk. 
On  the  road  we  picked  up  three  abandoned  caissons.  On  June  29, 
about  9 a.  m.,  the  battery  marched  with  General  Butterfield’s  brigade, 
and  parked  after  dark  at  Prospect  Hill.  On  the  30th  marched  at  2 a. 
m.  to  join  General  Griffin’s  brigade.  After  marching  about  2 miles 
halted  to*  await  daybreak.  At  sunrise  the  march  was  resumed.  We 
crossed  Turkey  Creek  and  parked  at  noon  at  Turkey  Bend.  After  a 
rest  of  a few  hours  we  marched  back  and  were  held  in  reserve  near 
Malvern  House.  For  the  night  we  parked  on  Mah^ern  plain. 

On  July  1,  at  9 a.  ni.,  the  battery  moA^ed  by  your  order  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  that  occupied  by  the  battery  of  Lieutenant  Ames. 
Our  guns  commanded  the  fork  of  the  roads,  one  of  Avhich  led  to  Eich- 
mond.  ToAvard  noon  horsemen  appeared  to  our  front  and  right,  dis- 
tance 1,600  yards.  Lieutenant  Hazlett’s  section  opened  with  shrapnel 
and  i)ercussion  shell.  The  enemy  immediately  disappeared.  Soon  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  to  the  front  and  left  of  Captain  Livingston’s 
batteiy,  Avhich  Avas  posted  on  the  left  of  Lieutenant  Ames.  The  three 
batteries  at  once  opened  with  shrai)nel,  and  the  enemy  Avere  speedily 
driA'en  back  to  the  woods.  Simultaneously  with  the  appearance  of  this 
infantry  a field  battery  opened  on  us  from  the  Eichrnond  road.  We 
returned  the  fire,  and  forced  it  apparently  to  change  its  position.  Soon 
what  I conceived  to  be  two  more  batteries  opened  upon  us  from  the 
same  road.  In  connection  Avith  the  other  batteries  AA^e  replied  with 
shrapnel,  range  about  1,300  yards.  In  our  front,  distant  500  yards, 
there  noAv  appeared  a mass  of  infantry  preparing  to  charge.  ^ I ordered 
at  once  a brisk  fire  upon  them  AAdtb  slirapnel.  fidiey  advanced  steadily 
until  within  150  yards.  Our  canister  then  caused  them  to  fly  in  con- 
fusion. They  left  a battle-flag  behind  them.  (This  was  picked  up  by 
an  infantry  officer  some  time  later.)  Against  these  rebels  a portion  of 
a regiment  on  our  right  assisted.  When  they  first  formed  1 drew  the 
attention  of  Ijieutenant  Ames  to  them.  He,  too,  pointed  some  of  his 
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gi.ins  on  them.  We  entered  the  fight  in  the  morning  with  not  less  than 
600  rounds  of  ammunition.  Owing  to  the  blowing  up  of  our  caissons  on 
the  28th  of  June  this  began  to  fail.  One  hundred  and  fiftj^  rounds, 
mostly  shell,  were  sent  us.  This  we  used  mostly  in  firing  at  masses  of 
the  enemy  as  they  appeared  in  the  distance. 

I was  now  relieved  by  your  own  battery,  and  went  to  the  rear  for 
ammunition.  I left  with  16  rounds  to  a piece,  which  by  your  order  I 
reserved  for  emergencies.  During  the  day  Brigadier-General  Couch 
frequently  urged  me  to  fire  through  the  woods  at  a rebel  field  battery 
stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  Turkey  Creek.  I replied  that  it  was 
useless  to  fire  at  objects  we  could  not  see.  As  1 left  the  field  the  gen- 
eral’s staff  officer  told  me  from  the  general  that  it  was  not  intended  that 
I should  retire  more  than  100  yards,  there  to  receive  ammunition.  I 
replied  that  I was  directed  to  receive  it  at  General  Porter’s  headquar^ 
ters.  He  asked  if  I would  return  immediately.  I replied  yes,  if  so 
ordered  after  receiving  my  ammunition.  I repeated  this  conversation 
to  General  Porter.  He  bade  me  await  his  orders.  The  effect  of  the 
firing  upon  our  pieces  was  to  enlarge  materially  the  vents  of  three,  i^’o 
ammunition  for  lO-poundcr  Parrott  guns  was  to  be  had,  nor  did  we  re- 
ceive a supply  until  we  reached  Harrison’s  Landing.  On  the  night  of 
the  battle  the  battery  marched  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  where  we  have 
since  remained. 

In  both  these  actions  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  such 
as  to  command  my  hearty  praise.  Especially  would  I commend  to  your 
attention  First  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Hazlett,  Fifth  Artillery.  To  his  un- 
wearied exertions  of  preparation  is  due  much  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
battery.  In  both  the  recent  actions  I have  consulted  with  him  freely, 
and  have  frequently  adopted  his  suggestions.  Whatever  credit  is 
awarded  the  battery  much  of  it  should  fall  to  his  share.  To  Second 
Lieut.  L.  M.  Harrison  is  due  credit  for  coolness  under  the  hottest  fire  of 
the  enemy.  Second  Lieut.  H.  B.  Eeed  was,  as  usual  when  under  fire, 
cool  and  brave.  He  displayed  judgment  in  shielding  his  pieces  and  men 
from  the  enemy’s  fire  while  his  section  was  in  reserve. 

In  the  second  action  (July  1)  Second  Lieutenant  Carroll  behaved  well. 
From  enlisted  men  I select  for  your  special  notice  First  Serg.  Samuel 
Peeple.s,  Corporals  Broderick  and  Grady.  When  acting  as  gunners  the 
accuracy  of  their  fire  could  not  be  excelled. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  W.  KINGSBUEY, 

First  Lieutenant^  Fifth  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery. 

Capt.  William  B.  Weeden, 

Commanding  Division  of  Artillery. 


NTo.  119. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  JS.  Martindale^  TJ.  8.  Army.,  commanding  First 
brigade.,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines^  Mill,  engagement  at 
Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Dill. 

Headquarters  Military  District  of  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  March  27,  1863. 

General  : At  your  request,  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  on  record 
in  proper  form  the  operations  of  your  command  during  the  eventful 
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movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  months  of  June  and 
July  last,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  First  Brigade  of  your  division,  then  commanded  by  me  : 

After  the  interval  which  has  since  transpired  I should  fail  in  making 
a report  from  memory  satisfactory  to  myself,  but  it  happened  that  on 
the  4th  and  5th  days  of  July  I prepared  a written  account  of  the  events 
through  which  I had  just  passed,  and  which,  omitting  incidents  of  a 
purely  personal  nature,  is  almost  literally  transcribed  in  the  folio  wing- 
report  : 

It  is  proper  to  premise  that  the  infantry  troops  of  the  Fifth  Provis- 
ional Army  Corps  then  consisted  of  Sykes’  and  Morell’s  divisions  and 
Berdan’s  regiment  of  Sharpshooters,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Fitz  John  Porter  5 that  Morell’s  division  consisted  of  three  brigades, 
as  follows;  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  the  undersigned ; Second 
Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  0.  Griffin ; Third  Brigade,  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield.  My  brigade  consisted  of  six 
regiments,  viz,  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  Col.  James  Barnes  command- 
ing j Twenty-fifth  N'ew  York,  Major  Gilbert  commanding;  Twenty- 
second  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Gove  commanding;  Second  Maine,  Col. 
C.  W.  Eoberts  commanding;  Thirteenth  Yew  York,  Colonel  Marshall 
commanding ; First  Michigan,  Col.  H.  S.  Eoberts  commanding. 

On  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  my  brigade  was  encamped  near 
Dr.  Curtis’  house,  in  the  valley  of  the  Chickaliominy,  about  1 mile  from 
Yew'  Bridge  and  7 miles  from  Eichmond.  Year  night  I received  orders 
to  detail  a regiment  of  500  men  at  least  to  go  with  General  Stoneman 
on  a reconnaissance.  I detailed  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts.  The 
Seventeenth  Yew  York,  of  Butterfield’s  brigade,  w'as  detailed  for  the 
same  service.  They  were  to  leave  as  early  as  5 o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  26th. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  the  regiment  and  expedition  had  left. 
In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  of  the  26th  I received  a notice  to  repair 
to  General  Porter’s  quarters.  There  I learned  that  intelligence  had 
been  received  that  a strong  demonstration  against  our  right  and  our 
communications  with  the  Pamunkey  at  White  House  was  apprehended 
and  to  be  guarded  against.  I was  instructed  to  have  our  wagons  all 
loaded  and  packed  and  to  move  with  my  brigade  to  the  rear  of  and 
above  Mechanicsville  about  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  to  form  on 
the  Hanover  Court-House  road  to  guard  against  any  approach  in  that 
direction.  The  brigade  w'as  soon  under  arms  and  moved  rapidly 
about  3 miles  away  and  near  to  McCall’s  division,  ready  to  resist  any 
eftort  to  turn  his^right  and  assail  him  in  the  rear.  At  this  place  Col- 
onel Farnsworth  was  encamped  with  a body  of  cavalry.  I proceeded 
more  than  2 miles  farther  toward  Hanover  Court-House  with  a small 
escort  furnished  to  me  by  Colonel  Farnsworth,  until  it  was  reported 
to  me  by  the  scouts  that  the  woods  and  grounds  in  front  were  full  of 
rebels.  I then  formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  in  a strong  position 
about  half  a mile  in  advance  of  the  Mechanicsville  road.  Afterwards 
I received  peremptory  orders  from  General  Porter  to  withdraw  from 
the  line  I had  taken.  I did  so  a very  short  distance.  The  battle  had 
oi)ened  on  our  left  nearer  to  Mechanicsville.  I sent  out  the  Thirteenth 
Yew'  York  and  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  to  support  General  Eey- 
nolds,  Avho  was  commanding  in  that  direction,  and  waited  the  demon- 
stration against  my  front.  The  fire  was  very  hot  on  the  Mechanicsville 
side.  My  regiments  were  not  much  exposed  to  it.  The  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  lost  there  but  4 men  killed.  In. my  front  the  enemy 
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opened  upon  us  with  six  pieces  artillery,  wounding  only  one  of  my  men 
in  the  First  Michigan.  In  this  condition  the  sun  went  down  aiid  the 
firing  on  both  sides  ceased.  At  1 o’clock  in  the  night  I received  orders 
from  General  Porter  to  withdraw  my  brigade  and  return  before  day- 
break. Immediately  the  men,  who  were  resting  on  their  arms,  were 
roused  and  got  in  motion. 

Shortly  after  daylight  I had  reached  my  old  camp,  but  on  our  march 
the  battle  had  open^  behind  us.  I learned  that  we  were  about  to 
abandon  the  easterly  side  of  the  Ghickahominy  and  our  base  at  the 
White  House  and  pass  to  the  Richmond  side.  When  I reached  camp 
most  of  the  wagons  were  gone.  A considerable  quantity  of  commissary 
and  quartermaster’s  stores  had  not  been  removed,  and  by  command  of 
General  Porter  these  stores  were  burned.  General  Porter  directed  me 
to  move  into  position  on  the  right  of  Butterfield,  about  half  a mile  to 
the  east  and  south  of  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  and  where  Morell’s  division 
formed  a line  of  battle  as  indicated  in  the  following  diagram. 

Sykes’  division  was  on  the  right  when  the  battle  opened  and  a few 
solid  shot  were  thrown  at  us.  Before  getting  into  position  I went  in 
person  across  the  ravine  and  over  the  ground  in  our  front.  Our  forces 
formed  an  obtuse  angle,  one  arm  of  which  was  held  by  Sykes’  regulars 
on  the  right  and  the  other  arm  by  Morell’s  division  on  the  left. 
McCall’s  division  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were  held  in  reserve.  1 
found  that  Butterfield’s  brigade  (which  had  not  been  to  Mechanics ville 
with  Griffin’s  and  mine)  was  already  in  position,  two  of  his  regiments 
being  placed  down  in  the  bottom  of  a ravine  behind  a ditch  in  a dense 
wood,  and  the  other  two  regiments  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  concealed 
by  the  woods,  but  having  open  ground  in  the  rear.  A similar  arrange- 
ment was  intended  for  me.  I remonstrated,  insisting  that  we  were 
placing  our  men  on  the  defensive  in  the  last  ditch,  and  that  the  front 
line  ought  to  be  placed  near  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  opposite  side, 
because  they  would  be  concealed  from  observation  there  as  the  enemy 
approached,  and  could  rise  at  once  and  deliver  an  effective  fire.  Besides, 
such  a position  afforded  opportunity  for  pursuing  the  rebels  should  we 
repel  them.  But  I was  informed  by  General  Butterfield  that  General 
Porter  had  directed  it.  I then  sought  General  Morell  and  went  over 
the  ground  with  him,  and  pointed  out  the  objection  to  the  proposed 
formation  of  our  lines.  General  Morell  directed  me  to  form  on  the 
right  of  General  Butterfield,  and  I accordingly  did  so.  The  enemy 
approached  from  the  direction  of  Mechanics\ulle.  Had  artillery  been 
placed  on  the  crest  of  the  ravine  held  by  Morell’s  division  the  enemy’s 
line  of  approach  was  within  reach  of  our  guns.  It. was  practicable, 
therefore,  to  have  directed  a cross-fire  against  the  enemy’s  troops  as 
they  advanced  to  attack  Sykes,  as  well  as  to  meet  face  to  face  when 
they  changed  direction  or  sent  independent  columns  against  us. 

Morell’s  division,  except  Griffin’s  brigade,  was  in  two  lines,  and  the 
back  line  was  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  which  formed  the  south  bank  of 
the  ravine.  I applied  to  General  Morell  for  artillery  to  be  planted  on 
this  crest,  and  where  on  clearing  the  woods  a sight  would  be  afforded 
of  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy.  At  first  the  application  was 
not  heeded.  The  battle  went  on.  Not  a piece  of  artillery  was  used 
on  our  left.  It  was  placed  100  yards  in  rear  of  the  woods  where  we  were 
formed,  and  where  it  remained  silent  and  useless.  I applied  again  to 
General  Morell,  and  asked  him  to  see  how  desirable  it  was  to  have  the 
artillery  brought  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  ravine.  He  said  that  Gen- 
eral Porter  had  control  of  the  artillery.  Afterward  I went  to  his  head- 
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quarters,  which  were  in  convenient  proximity  at  Watts’  house,  to  urge 
the  use  of  the  artillery  again.  There  I met  General  Griffin,  who  at  my 
request  went  with  me  to  examine  the  ground.  He  pronounced  the 
artillerj"  most  neexiful  in  the  position  I indicated.  At  length  two  pieces 
only  were  sent.  Then  my  pioneers  proceeded  to  trim  up  the  woods,  so 
as  to  get  a clear  sight  of  the  enemy  as  they  approached.  I solicited 
and  got  permission  to  send  skirmishers  across  the  ditch  at  the  foot  of' 
the  ravine  (over  which  men  could  almost  jump  and  could  easily  climb)  to* 
the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  opposite  side.  Soon  the  skirmishers  got 
engaged  and  drove  back  the  enemy. 

At  this  time  the  battle  raged  on  the  right,  and  Sykes’  division 
appeared  to  me  to  be  falling  back.  On  the  left  we  did  not  follow  up  the 
enemy  as  they  were  repulsed  by  our  skirmishers.  The  design  of  battle 
seemed  to  contemplate  that  we  should  simply  hold  our  position.  After 
a considerable  interval  of  time  a determined  assault  was  made  in  our 
direction.  At  that  time  I was  posted  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  cIosp-  to 
the  rank  of  the  Second  Maine  Eegiment.  Our  skirmishers  came 
rushing  back.  My  command  withheld  their  fire  until  the  enemy  were 
Avithin  500  yards.  We  then  opened.  The  enemy  followed,  halted, 
tried  bravely  to  hold  their  own,  but  soon  retired.  As  soon  as  they 
passed  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  their  side  they  were  beyond  our 
reach.  If  we  had  had  twenty  jneces  of  artillery  in  position  there  and 
the  woods  sufficiently  cleared  we  might  have  done  much  greater 
execution.  We  did  not  move  our  forces  across  the  ditch  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ravine  ; we  simply  held  our  own.  Kepeated  efforts  against  us  of 
similar  character  were  unavailing  and  the  fire  for  a considerable  time 
ceased. 

At  length  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack  more  determinedly  than  be- 
fore. I sent  for  a part  of  McCall’s  reserve,  one  regiment  of  which  was 
I)laced  in  rear  of  a part  of  my  own  line.  The  right  of  our  line,  where 
Sykes’  division  was  formed,  had  at  this  time  receded.  The  enemy  had 
succeeded  in  planting  artillery  opposite  Sykes’,  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
left  of  my  brigade.  From  this  fire  the  left  of  the  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  suffered  severely.  It  was  nearly  sundown.  Looking 
through  the  partial  clearing  in  front  of  my  two  pieces  of  artillery,  I 
saw  the  enemy  approaching  in  dense  columns.  Already  the  right  had 
shown  signs  of  suffering,  and  part  of  Griffin’s  regiments  had  retired, 
having  been  relieveil. 

The  enemy  came  on.  The  battle  was  now  a continuous  roar.  It 
was  a very  stubborn  and  prolonged  assault,  in  which  the  enemy  had  a 
very  great  preponderance  of  force.  Presently  I saw  one  of  Butter- 
field’s regiments  coming  in  order  out  of  the  woods.  Their  movement 
grew  quicker.  The  right,  too,  was  receding.  At  once  the  whole  line 
gave  way  and  retired  in  disorder.  After  retiring  about  three-quarters 
of  a mile  re-enforcements  were  met  from  the  Richmond  side  of  the  river. 
The  enemy  did  not  pursue.  It  was  dark,  and  during  the  night  we  went 
deliberately  across  the  Chick ahominy. 

Thus  euded  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Hill,  or  Mill.  I had  about  2,500 
men  in  the  action.  Of  that  number  I lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  6G2.  Every  regiment  suffered,  but  the  Twenty-second  Massa- 
chusetts much  the  most  of  all.  Colonel  Gove,  commanding  it,  was 
killed.  Major  Tilton,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  Major  Gilbert,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  ^Tew  York,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Varney,  of  the  Second  Maine,  were  also  taken  prisoners. 
The  Second  Maine  and  the  Thirteenth  New  York  each  bore  away  a 
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stand  of  rebel  colors,  which  during  the  light  their  skirmishers  had  takei) 
on  the  field.  We  rested  a little  during  the  night  on  the  flat  ground 
bordering  the  Chickahominy. 

The  next  day,  being  Saturday,  the  2Sth,  we  were  ordered  forward, 
and  marched  some  6 or  7 miles  to  a camp  toward  the  James  Eiver  across 
W’hite  Oak  Swamp,  being  a swampy  tributary  of  the  Chickahominy. 
My  men  had  scarcely  any  food,  and  that  little  consisted  of  hard  bread 
principally,  wdth  coffee  and  sugar.  We  got  into  camp,  tents  were 
pitched,  wagons  were  parked,  and  we  counted  on  a good  night’s  rest, 
though  the  men  were  tired  and  they  knew  that  the  enemy  which  we 
had  fought  the  day  before  was  close  at  hand.  About  1 o’clock  we  were 
roused  by  a false  alarm,  the  men  were  got  under  arms,  the  wagons  were 
repacked,  and  thus  we  rested  until  daylight.  Xot  long  after  we  had 
information  that  Keyes’  corps  required  our  aid,  and  my  brigade  was  put 
in  motion  to  go  to  his  assistance.  It  was  a hot,  sultry  Sunday  morning. 
My  brigade  was  moved  forward  about  a mile.  Back  of  us  was  fighting, 
by  whom  I do  not  know \ We  remained  in  position,  covering  the  retire- 
ment of  other  portions  of  our  troops,  all  day.  We  had  no  food  but  hard 
bread  and  coffee. 

Kight  came,  and  pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Morell  I moved 
my  brigade  out  of  the  road-side  to  a field  half  a mile  distant,  and  halted 
again  for  more  troops  to  pass.  There  was  random  firing  all  about  us. 
My  men  were  exhausted  with  the  excitement  of  battle,  want  of  sleep 
and  food.  They  were  reminded  that  it  was  a time  to  remember  that 
panic  would  be  destruction.  Should  an  enemy  assail  us,  there  could 
be  no  security  except  in  steady,  unfaltering  obedience  to  orders.  On 
being  reminded  of  these  facts  the  response  came  repeatedly  from  the 
ranks,  ‘AYe  shall  be- steady.”  A panic  was  started  in  a regiment  of 
another  brigade  near  us.  Shots  were  fired  in  the  neighboring  woods. 
The  men  sprang  to  their  feet  and  arms,  and  then  quietly  sank  again  to 
the  ground  without  leaving  the  ranks. 

It  was  2 o’clock  in  the  morning  when  I received  orders  to  move  imme- 
diately forward.  I got  mj^  command  in  motion  and  in  the  road  again, 
but  only  to  halt  in  expectation  until  morning.  During  all  the  preced- 
ing day  it  was  almost  impossible  to  find  water,  and  as  in  most  cases 
where  a halt  is  ordered  for  a few  hours,  all  the  wells  were  drained  dry 
and  the  springs  made  muddy.  The  sun  rose,  and  we  got  in  motion 
again ; went  forward  about  5 miles,  when  we  struck  the  James  Eiver 
close  by  Turkey  Island,  or  Oakley,  or  better  known  as  Malvern  Hill. 
We  hoped  that  our  troubles  were  ended,  but  there  was  fierce  cannon- 
ading in  our  rear,  mingled  with  the  I'oar  of  musketry.  The  men  had 
already  fixed  their  little  bough  houses,  when  we  had  an  order  to  get 
under  arms  and  return  to  the  summit  of  the  high  hill  from  which  we 
had  descended  to  the  river. 

It  was  now  Monday  afternoon,  June  30.  Back  we  marched  up  the 
hill.  This  march  was  about  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  through  a 
narrow  path,  most  of  the  way  covered  by  a dense  wood.  The  springs 
ran  down  the  road,  and  it  had  only  been  made  passable  by  placing  rails 
thickly  across  it.  As  we  returned  some  of  the  baggage  wagons  ob- 
structed the  passage,  and  we  had  to  pick  our  way  along  in  single  files. 
At  length  my  brigade  was  on  the  elevated  plateau  above,  where  we 
could  overlook  the  country  for  miles.  The  battle  was  coming  nearer 
and  nearer.  Transportation  wagons  were  teeming  in  on  the  trot. 
Clouds  ofdust  and'smoke  filled  the  air.  I received  orders  to  move  my 
brigade  still  farther  to  the  front  about  a mile  to  support  a battery. 
These  orders  were  communicated  to  me  l)y  Captain  Auchmuty,  assist- 
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ant  adjutant- general  of  General  Morell,  and  lie  showed  me  the  posi- 
tion which  the  orders  indicated.  General  Griffin  was  already  there 
with  part  of  his  brigade.  I passed  Butterfield’s  brigade  on  the  road. 
My  lines  were  all  formed  and  I had  sent  out  pickets.  I knew  that 
there  was  a force  of  onr  troops  still  in  onr  front,  and  soon  Couch’s 
division  went  forward  to  relieve  it. 

At  about  10  o’clock  at  night  1 received  information  from  General 
Porter  that  he  did  not  expect  me  to  go  so  far  to  the  front  and  not  far- 
ther than  the  position  held  by  Butterfield’s  brigade,  but  he  sent  me  no 
orders.  I then  withdrew  my  command  about  half  a mile,  but  still  in 
advance  of  Butterfield’s  brigade.  We  had  parted  from  our  transporta- 
tion, tents,  and  food  back  at  White  Oak  Swamp  on  Sunday  morning. 
This  night  the  men  had  to  forage  for  food,  and  although  firing  had 
ceased,  pigs  were  squealing  wherever  they  could  be  found  in  our 
vicinity.  The  Thirteenth  New  York  Eegiment  had  a full  day’s  ration 
of  hard  bread  on  hand,  and  they  generously  divided  with  the  First 
Michigan,  which  regiment  had  been  twenty-four  hours  without  rations. 

Morning  came,  July  1.  We  got  intelligeuce  from  our  wagons,  and 
had  sent  around  to  us  a quantity  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  hard  bread. 
This  was  a great  relief.  It  was  quite  along  in  the  forenoon,  when  the 
rear  guard  of  the  day  before  retired,  and  Porter’s  corps  and  Couch’s 
division  were  left  to  cover  the  front.  I think  it  was  full  noon  when 
the  battle  opened.  The  firing  was  in  a northeast  direction  from  us, 
toward  Couch’s  division,  which  was  on  our  right.  Under  orders  from 
General  Morell  I moved  my  brigade  forward  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle  by  battailous  at  half  distance.  They  were  slightly  covered  by 
ground  rising  in  front.  The  Second  Maine  Eegiment  was  on  the  right; 
the  Thirteenth  New  Y^ork  was  on  the  left.  I directed  them"  to  lie 
down.  Griffin’s  brigade  was  in  front,  still  farther  on  the  left,  where 
we  had  a couple  of  batteries.  Butterfield’s  brigpAle  was  immediately  in 
my  rear. 

The  battle  was  now  an  affair  of  artillery,  and  none  of  Porter’s  corps 
had  yet  engaged  the  infantry.  Couch,  however,  was  pressed  severely 
on  the  right,  but  held  his  ground.  1 had  encountered  artillery  before, 
but  now  it  opened  as  I had  never  yet  seen  it.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
whole  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  resting  there  for  safety  on  the  steadi- 
ness of  the  portion  of  it  which  was  then  confronting  the  enemy.  I 
went  along  the  line  of  my  regiments  and  told  them  my  dispositions  for 
battle,  and  reminded  them  that  a retreat  would  be  annihilation.  It 
would  be  better  to  face  the  enemy  to  the  last  than  to  retire — that  there 
was  no  Washington  to  fall  back  upon,  as  at  Bull  Eun ; no  Chickahominy 
to  cross,  as  at  Gaines’  Mill.  We  must  be  victorious  or  perish.  That 
statement  of  the  case  was  true,  and  the  men  knew  it  and  appreciated  it. 

During  the  progress  of  the  cannonading  my  men  were  held  inactive. 
I saw  repeatedly  the  wounded  rise  from  their  places  and  retire  to  the 
shelter  of  a bank  to  our  left  and  rear  (which  place  was  selected  for  a 
hospital),  and  those  that  could  not  go  without  aid  borne  by  comrades, 
who  deposited  them  with  the  surgeon,  and  promptly  and  quietly  returned 
to  their  places.  In  this  position  a number  of  men  were  killed  and  were 
borne  away  in  like  manner,  and  the  places  thus  made  vacant  were  imme- 
diately closed  again.  Without  contrasting  the  quiet,  steady,  resolute 
courage  of  my  brigade  with  any  other  engaged  that  day,  I am  sure  that 
no  other  furnished  finer  exhibitions  of  fortitude  and  heroism  than  my 
men  displayed.  At  length  the  enemy  ceased  their  cannonading.  There 
was  a calm,  but  the  storm  burst  again  speedily.  I had  directed  the 
Second  Maine  to  the  right,  to  be  in  readiness  to  support  Couch.  I 
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formed  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Xew 
York  (which  was  reduced  to  a fragment)  and  advanced  it  to  the  sup- 
port of  Griffin’s  brigade.  I reformed  the  Second  Maine  in  rear  of  the 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts  and  ordered  it  forward. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  move  around  under  cover 
of  a bank  and  turn  our  left  flank.  Griffin  had  one  regiment,  the  Four- 
teenth New  York,  in  that  direction.  I received  orders  from  General 
Morell  to  use  my  own  judgment  in  repelling  that  attack.  Deeming  the 
emergency  imminent,  I went  in  person  to  form  and  lead  the  Thirteenth 
New  York  in  that  direction.  Major  Schoefiel,  who  was  in  command 
(Colonel  Marshall  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stephan  both  being  absent 
sick),  under  my  direction  formed  line  to  the  left  and  moved  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Fourteenth  New  York.  I returned  to  the  First  Michigan 
Regiment,  and  deploying  it,  ordered  it  forward.  At  nearly  the  same 
time  Butterfield’s  brigade  came  forward  and  one  of  the  regiments 
(the  Twelfth  New  York)  reported  to  me.  Other  re-enforcements  ap- 
peared on  the  ground  not  belonging  to  Morell’s  division.  There  was 
danger  of  confusion.  I placed  the  Twelfth  New  York  in  position  to 
protect  the  extreme  left,  and  I think  also  another  of  the  regiments 
which  moved  up  from  the  rear.  As  I made  these  dispositions  General 
Porter  himself  appeared  on  the  ground,  and  I explained  to  him  how 
the  commands  were  situated. 

At  this  time  a considerable  body  of  wounded  men  and  stragglers 
were  retiring  from  the  lines.  General  Porter  directed  me  to  form  a 
line  to  prevent  straggling  and  collect  the  wounded.  I proceeded  to 
execute  his  orders,  and  took  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  and  stretched 
it  across  the  field  for  that  purpose.  The  enemy  had  been  driven  back 
at  alPpoints.  I was  directed  l3y  General  Porter  to  send  out  pickets  to 
the  front,  and  did  so.  My  brigade,  except  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York, 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  on  the  advanced  ground  which  had  been  won 
on  the  left,  and  which  was  part  of  the  identical  ground  to  which  I 
had  advanced  the  night  before.  The  light  of  the  fires,  reflected  on  the 
clouds  over  the  woods,  and  the  report  of  the  pickets  disclosed  that  the 
enemy  was  using  the  night  to  retire  out  of  reach  of  our  cannon  toward 
Richmond. 

At  about  10  o’clock,  while  preparing  to  bivouac,  I learned  that  we 
must  make  a forced  march  that  night  11  miles  down  the  James  River 
to  Harrison’s  Bar.  At  a later  hour  the  order  was  given  me  by  General 
Morell  in  person  to  get  in  motion.  My  brigade,  according  to  the  order, 
was  to  lead,  and  I called  in  my  pickets  and  moved  my  command  back 
a mile  to  the  summit  of  Malvern  Hill.  Descending,  it  was  necessary  to 
go  through  the  long,  dark  passage  which  I have  before  described.  Gen- 
eral Morell  met  me  there.  The  artilleiy  was  moving  down  the  defile. 
He  told  me  to  follow  the  artillery  and  left  me,  saying  he  would  rejoin 
me  there.  I rested  with  the  head  of  my  column  close  to  the  moving 
artillery.  Soon  troops  came  on  and  attempted  to  pass  the  head  of  my 
column.  I halted  them.  They  pressed  through  to  the  other  side  of 
the  artillery  and  moved  on.  I moved  the  head  of  my  column  down 
about  100  yards  to  a bend  in  the  road  to  see  if  I could  not  stop  the 
movement,  and  halted  again. 

But  the  tide  on  the  other  side  rolled  on.  \Ye  were  left  in  the  rear, 
and  the  order  of  march  was  no  longer  maintained.  I sent  back  an 
orderly  for  General  Morell,  but  no  tidings  of  him  were  brought  to  me. 
The  head  of  my  column  still  maintained  its  ground.  In  the  darkness 
I discovered  General  Butterfield’s  assistant  adjutant-general  passing 
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by  me.  I halted  him.  He  informed  me  that  Generals  Butterfield  and 
Porter  had  just  passed.  Thereupon  I gave  the  order  to  the  Second  Maine, 
then  in  advance,  to  move  forward.  We  advanced,  groping  through 
the  darkness.  At  length  we  emerged  from  the  long  defile  and  came 
opposite  to  the  ground  where  we  had  encamped  the  previous  day. 
There  I found  General  Morell.  The  troops  were  retiring  in  great  dis- 
order. It  was  fortunate  for  us  that  we  had  whipped  the  rebels  so 
soundly  a few  hours  before.  I found  that  the  rear  of  my  own  brigade 
had  been  following  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  artillery  where 
I had  been  halting  and  were  already  quite  in  advance  of  me.  I went 
forward  and  joined  General  Porter.  He  stopped  near  HaxalPs  Landing. 
I proposed  to  remain  with  him.  He  did  not  desire  it,  and  I went  for- 
ward in  company  with  his  staff  to  HarrisoiPs  Landing.  I came  in  front 
of  a regiment  encamped  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Eighteenth  Massachusetts.  The  regiment  had  left  their  camp  to  join 
General  Stoneman  and  proceed  to  White  House  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th.  They  had  destroyed  and  removed  the  stores  at  that  depot,  had 
gone  down  the  York  Kiver  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  night  before, 
July  1,  had  come  ui)  the  James  Eiver  to  Harrison’s  Bar.  The  rain  had 
commenced  to  fall  early  in  the  morning  and  continued  during  most  of 
the  day.  During  the  forenoon  my  brigade  was  encamped  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  over  which  regiment,  from 
the  time  "that  I joined  it,  I resumed  command  as  brigade  commander. 
The  continued  rain  and  inpouring  of  troops,  teams,  and  wagons  were 
cutting  up  the  soil,  through  which  movement  grew  more  and  more  diffi- 
cult. 

The  following  night  was  passed  in  great  discomfort.  The  men  were 
subsisting  on  hard  bread  and  drinking  polluted  surface  water. 

The  morning  of  the  3d  of  July  came.  All  around  us  was  a sea  of 
deep  mud,  through  which  the  mules  were  struggling  and  goaded  to 
drag  the  loads  behind  them.  At  length  there  was  the  sound  of  cannon. 
The  enemy  were  shelling  us.  I got  my  regiments  into  line  of  battle 
by  battalions  in  mass,  agreeably  to  orders.  A few  solid  shots  plowed 
the  earth  right  in  our  midst,  but  without  doing  any  damage,  except  in 
a single  instance,  where  a shot  went  crushing  through  a transportation 
wagon.  At  length  some  troops  (not  of  our  division)  were  sent  in  the 
direction  of  the  firing,  and  the  enemy  retired.  Then  I moved  my 
brigade  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  into  the  edge  of  woods  which 
bouuded  the  broad  plain  at  Harrison’s  Bar  and  skirted  the  Westover 
marshes.  Our  wagons  reached  us  the  following  morning  at  about  10 
o’clock  July  4,  and  during  that  day  our  tents  were  pitched  and  camp 
established. 

During  the  following  night,  agreeably  to  orders,  my  brigade  was  got 
in  readiness  to  move,  information  having  been  communicated  to  me  in 
orders  that  the  enemy  had  ai)peared  in  force  in  our  front  and  that  the 
command  must  be  on  the  alert. 

Thus  ended  the  succession  of  events  commencing  with  the  breaking 
up  of  the  camps  of  my  brigade  in  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy  and 
followed  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  James 
River. 

I was  immediately  afterward  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  and  on 
the  11th  of  July  separated  from  my  brigade.  Since  my  recovery  I 
have  been  assigned  to  other  duties,  and  have  never  resumed  that  com- 
mand. For  these  reasons  it  would  not  now  be  possible  for  me  to  dis- 
tinguish with  satisfactory  discrimination  the  particular  instances  of 
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gallant  conduct  of  wliicli  I was  a witness.  The  reports  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  are  respectfully  referred  to  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Because  during  a critical  period  of  the  battle  of  Malvern  and  toward 
its  close  the  Twelfth  Kew  York,  then  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Richardson,  reported  to  me  and  was  by  me  put  in  position  and 
brought  into  action,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  request  a brief  report 
from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Richardson  on  that  subject,  which  is  herewith 
respectfully  transmitted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient 

Q T1 

’ JOHY  H.  MARTINDALE, 

Brig.  Gen..,  lately  Gomdg.  First  Brig. ^ MorelVs  Biv.,  Fifth  P.  A.  G. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell, 

Lately  Gomdg.  MorelVs  Div.,  Fifth  Prov.  Gorps,  A.  of  P. 


No.  120. 

Report  of  Gol.  Gharles  W.  Roberts^  Second  Maine  Infantry.,  of  the  battle 
of  Gaines^  Mill.,  engagement  at  Turhey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers, 

Gamp  near  HarrisoFs  Landing,  Ya.,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir : Pursuant  to  orders  I submit  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  morning  of  the  27th  June  my  regiment,  having  been  on  picket  for 
twenty-four  hours  at  New  Bridge,  Virginia,  left  New  Bridge  at  4 o’clock 
a.  m.,  taking  a position  near  the  house  occupied  by  Dr.  Gaines.  At 
6 o’clock  a.  m.,  however,  we  left  this  position,  and,  together  with  the 
remainder  of  General  Fitz  John  Porter’s  army  corps,  were  en  route  for 
Gaines’  Hill,  where  we  arrived  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  The  enemy,  pur- 
suing our  rear  guard  from  Mechanics ville  with  very  little  loss  to  our 
troops,  soon  notified  us  that  we  could  not  cross  the  Chickahoininy  with- 
out making  a stand.  By  orders  of  General  Morell  our  division  was 
speedily  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  as  follows : The  Second  Brigade 
on  the  extreme  right  on  the  skirt  of  the  woods  facing  northeasterly 
towards  the  road  coming  from  Gaines’  Mill,  General  Martindale  in 
the  center.  General  Butterfield  on  the  left.  On  the  extreme  right  Gen- 
eral Sykes’  division  of  regulars  were  posted.  My  regiment  was  posted 
on  the  extreme  right  of  our  brigade,  the  Twenty-second  Massachu- 
setts, Colonel  Gove,  and  other  regiments  attached  to  the  brigade,  on 
my  left. 

Having  the  advantage  of  a rail  fence,  I ordered  my  boys  to  make 
with  their  knapsacks  a barricade,  which  they  did  in  a very  short  time. 
In  this  position  we  remained  nearly  two  hours,  waiting  for  the  enemy. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  sharp  cracks  of  rifles  notified  us  that 
our  skirmishers  were  being  driven  in,  and  the  shell  of  the  enemy, 
striking  about  us  from  the  right  and  left,  warned  us  that  the  rebels 
were  in  force.  Soon  our  extreme  right  was  attacked  and  the  enemy 
repulsed.  Then  they  tried  our  center,  when  they  were  again  repulsed 
with  great  loss,  my  regiment  taking  during  this  encounter  the  colors 
of  the  Fifth  Alabama  Regiment.  We  were  not  allowed  long  to  remain 
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inactive,  for  speedily  our  whole  line  was  attacked  from  right  to  left  by 
four  times  our  number.  We  stood  our  ground,  however,  until  our  am- 
munition was  nearly  expended. 

At  this  juncture  I requested  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments,  sta- 
tioned directly  in  my  rear,  to  relieve  me,  and  I gave  to  my  command  the 
order  to  fix  bayonets,  when,  to  my  surprise,  the  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, rising  up  to  relieve  me  as  I supposed,  went  to  the  right-about 
and  retreated  from  the  field  in  confusion.  At  this  time,  the  right  and 
left  flanks  of  our  entire  army  corps  having  broken,  I followed  suit  with 
my  own  command,  and  finally  rallied  them  in  rear  of  the  Reserve 
Artillery,  some  eighth  of  a mile  behind  our  original  line  of  battle. 
Here  I remained  until  1 p.  m.,  when  orders  came  for  us  to  cross  the 
Chickahominy.  We  crossed  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and,  together 
with  the  whole  army,  left  the  following  morning  for  the  James  River, 
where  we  arrived,  after  sundry  forced  marches  and  uncomfortable 
bivouacs,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo.  Here  on  the  banks  of 
the  James  River  we  went  into  camp,  but  were  soon  informed  that  there 
was  no  rest  for  the  poor,  wearied  soldier,  as  the  enemy  was  pressing  us 
hard,  and  by  orders  from  General  Martindale  we  pressed  forward  double- 
quick  on  to  Malvern  Hill,  so  called.  Here  our  brigade,  being  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  in  close  columns  of  divisions  near  the  southerly  end 
of  said  hill,  awaited  the  approach  of  the  rebels. 

The  roar  of  the  artillery  at  this  time  was  tremendous.  The  gun- 
boats opening,  however,  the  enemy  retreated.  Later  in  the  evening  I 
was  ordered  to  the  front,  facing  easterly,  to  watch  and  ward  off  any 
attack  of  the  enemy  from  this  quarter.  About  10  o’clock  the  same 
night,  however,  we  were  relieved  from  this  i)Osition  and  moved  by 
General  Martindale’s  orders  to  the  rear.  The  following  day,  at 
about  2 o’clock,  the  enemy  still  giving  us  no  rest,  we  were  ordered, 
together  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  to  defend  the  left,  and 
in  rear  of  Griffin’s  and  other  batteries  we  laid  for  three  hours  under 
an  incessant  and  extremely  hot  artillery  fire,  both  from  the  right,  left, 
and  front. 

At  about  5 the  fight  became  general,  regiment  after  regiment  mov- 
ing forward  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  were  charging  our  batteries,  my 
command  in  rear  of  the  First  Michigan.  I moved  forward  prepared  to 
support  them,  but  a regiment  on  the  left  of  the  battery  being  low  in 
ammunition.  Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  First  Michigan,  relieved  them,  and 
I advanced  my  command  in  his  iiosition.  I finally  defended  the  right 
flank  of  a battery  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  Hunt,  when,  dark- 
ness ensuing,  the  battle  ceased,  and  retiring  a short  distance  we  laid 
down  for  the  night,  but  at  1 o’clock  we  were  ordered  to  move,  and 
through  rain  and  mud,  after  a forced  march,  I arrived  at  our  present 
location. 

During  the  last  seven  days  of  trial,  danger,  and  fatigue  I cannot 
but  express  myself  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  own  command,  and 
would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  fact  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  their  knapsacks  and 
all  the  effects  available  to  a soldier  excepting  muskets  and  ammu- 
nition. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHAS.  W.  ROBERTS, 

Colonel  Second  Maine. 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Brigade.^  MorelVs  Division. 
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No.  121. 

Report  of  Col.  Jmies  Barnes.,  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry.,  of  opera- 
tions June  26-July  2. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment, 

In  Camp  at  Harrison^  Landing.,  on  James  River.,  Fa.,  July  b,  1862. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you  I have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  the  duty  performed  by  this 
regiment  since  Thursday  last,  the  26th  day  of  June  : 

Very  late  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  25th,  while  in  camp  at  Gaines’ 
Hill,  I received  orders  to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Stoneman,  of  the 
cavalry,  for  special  duty  early  on  the  following  morning.  I accordingly 
reported  to  him,  and  was  instructed  to  report  to  him  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning  at  or  near  Old  Church,  equipped  in  light  marching 
order,  and  by  way  of  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  The  men  were  to 
be  furnished  with  three  days’  provisions  in  their  haversacks.  An  extra 
supply  of  ammunition  was  to  be  carried  in  a wagon  and  a supply  of 
medical  stores  and  ambulances.  I accordingly  started  at  4.30  o’clock 
in  the  morning  with  an  entire  force  of  514  officers  and  men,  one  am- 
munition wagon,  one  hospital  transport,  and  two  ambulances,  the  men 
furnished  with  the  required  provisions,  and  without  other  incumbrance 
than  their  blankets.  The  sick  and  others  unfit  for  the  arduous  duty 
that  was  to  be  performed  were  left  behind,  who,  together  with  the 
camp  guard  and  others  detailed  for  special  duty,  amounted  in  all  to 
238 ; these,  with  the  portion  taken  with  me,  constituting  the  entire 
regiment.  All  the  knapsacks  and  other  property  of  the  regiment  were 
left  in  the  camp. 

Proceeding  by  the  MechanicsviUe  turnpike,  I reached  that  village 
and  found  everything  apparently  quiet.  Passing  thence  by  the  old 
Hanover  road  toward  Old  Church,  nothing  particular  occurred  until 
arriving  at  the  point  where  the  road  turns  off  to  Old  Church.  I fouod 
General  Emory  in  charge  of  a body  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  a good 
deal  of  excitement  existing  on  account  of  the  rumors  that  the  enemy 
were  likely  soon  to  be  in  our  rear.  Under  his  instructions  I moved 
rapidly  forward  toward  Old  Church,  accompanied  by  a section  of  Cap- 
tain Gibson’s  battery.  We  soon  reached  the  place,  and  the  battery 
and  the  part  of  the  regiment  assigned  for  its  support  were  at  once  placed 
in  position,  the  remainder  being  held  in  reserve. 

In  the  mean  time  heavy  firing  was  heard  upon  our  left  toward  Me- 
chanicsville, the  point  from  which  we  had  so  recently  arrived,  and  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  was  eagerly  looked  for.  After  waiting  in  this 
jiosition  for  some  time  and  no  force  appearing,  the  firing  in  the  mean 
time  ceasing,  I received  instructions  from  General  Stoneman  to  leave 
four  companies  as  a support  to  the  artillery  and  to  withdraw  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  to  the  rear  about  half  a mile  on  the  opposite 
side  of  a small  creek,  which  I did  just  after  dark,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night.  During  the  night  two  additional  comi)anies  were  established 
as  a picket  to  the  left  of  our  position.  Nothing  further  transpired  that 
night.  The  regiment  was  under  arms  at  early  dawn,  and  at  a later 
period  the  pickets  from  the  front  and  left  were  dra  wn  in  and  the  entire 
force  under  General  Stoneman  was  withdrawn  about  a half  mile  to  the 
rear,  the  four  companies  before  spoken  of  acting  as  a rear  guard  of  the 
column,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Hayes.  Here  the  whole  force 
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was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  The  heavy  firing  upon  our  left  heard 
the  day  before  in  the  mean  time  was  renewed  with  more  frequency  and 
vigor  than  before. 

After  waiting  in  this  position  for  some  time  orders  were  again  re- 
ceived to  continue  in  motion  to  the  rear.  This  was  accomplished  in 
good  order,  without  undue  excitement,  in  readiness  at  any  moment  to 
act  in  any  direction  to  which  it  might  be  called.  In  this  way  we  con- 
tinued on  until,  on  reaching  TunstalPs  Station  at  dark,  the  regiment 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  Saturday  morning  the  regiment  was 
again  early  in  position.  The  firing  of  the  day  before  was  continued, 
but  apparently  more  remote.  We  remained  in  this  position,  awaiting 
orders,  which  at  length  came,  directing  us  to  continue  to  \vithdraw 
toward  the  White  House  Landing.  The  force  was  soon  in  motion, 
and  upon  arriving  at  the  Landing  a large  part  of  the  property  there  was 
in  flames  and  preparations  making  to  fire  the  remainder.  Leaving 
General  Stoneman  about  a mile  from  the  landing  I was  directed  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Casey,  from  whom  on  arrival  I received 
instructions  to  place  five  companies  of  the  regiment  on  the  steamer 
Vanderbilt  and  fi'^e  on  the  John  Brooks.  This  was  soon  done,  and 
the  latter  placed  under  command  of  Major  Hayes.  Everything  at  this 
place  having  been  prepared  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  flames  having 
already  consumed  the  larger  portion  of  the  property  abandoned  here, 
word  was  received  from  General  Stoneman  that  the  enemy  were  already 
attacking  his  rear.  The  remaining  tents  were  soon  fired,  and  the 
forces  being  all  on  board,  General  Casey  himself  being  on  the  steamer 
Knickerbocker,  the  whole  moved  slowly  down  the  river,  leaving  nothing 
for  the  possession  of  the  enemy  but  the  blackened  and  flaming  ruins 
of  what  had  up  to  that  time  constituted  the  White  House  Landing. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  alacrity  and  cheerful- 
ness of  the  command,  both  officers  and  men,  during  the  whole  of  this 
exciting  duty,  an  active  enemy  constantly  threatening  to  cut  off  their 
communication  with  their  rear,  no  sign  of  undue  hurrying,  no  disorder, 
nothing  but  a constant  cheertulness  marking  every  step. 

We  proceeded  a few  miles  below,  and  near  the  Cumberland  Landing 
came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  I was  able  here  to  recover  the  hospital 
supplies  with  which  we  started,  the  amluilances  and  transports  having 
been  turned  from  the  road  to  White  House,  which  they  were  unable  to 
reach.  Taking  in  the  band,  now  acting  as  attendants  on  the  hospital 
department,  and  the  medical  supplies,  the  ambulances  were  directed 
to  continue  on  to  Old  Point,  which  jilace  they  subsequently  reached  in 
safety. 

The  next  morning  (Sunday)  the  boats  started  on  their  route  down 
the  river  and  arrived  at  Old  Point  the  same  evening.  Orders  were 
here  received  to  have  the  boat  prepared  for  ]iroceeding  to  Harrison’s 
Bar,  on  the  James  Kiver.  The  removal  of  the  large  number  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  brought  down  from  White  House,  the  coaling  of  the 
steamers,  &c.,  occupied  the  whole  of  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday,  after 
receiving  the  supplies  of  provisions  necessary  for  the  men,  the  boats 
started  for  the  James  Kiver,  and  reached  Harrison’s  Landing  late  in 
the  afternoon.  The  regiment,  with  a large  number  of  stragglers  from 
other  regiments,  was  soon  landed,  and  under  instructions  I proceeded 
about  a mile  from  the  Landing,  established  the  necessary  pickets  to  the 
front,  and  bivouacked. 

On  the  following  morning  (Wednesday)  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  arriv^ed  upon  the  ground,  and  1 soon  receiv^ed  orders  from 
General  Oasey  to  report  once  more  for  duty  with  the  brigade.  The 
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large  number  of  sick  and  detailed  mem  left  by  us  in  camp  began  to- 
make  tbeir  appearance,  having  found  thMr  way  across  the  Chickahom- 
iny  with  the  trains,  some  of  them  having  been  able  to  perform  some 
service  on  the  way.  About  20  of  the  number  are  still  missing,  some 
of  whom  it  is  sup])Osed  were  captured  by  the  enemy.  I have  caused 
requisitions  to  be  made  for  shelter-tents  and  camp  equipage  for  the  men, 
all  their  clothing  and  knapsacks,  including  their  shelter-tents,  having 
been  left  in  camp,  and  subsequently  destroyed  before  the  camp  was 
abandoned  to  the  enemy.  In  every  other  respect  1 am  happy  to  be  able 
to  report  tlie  regiment  as  in  good  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

‘JAMES  BAENES, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  First  Brig..,  MoreWs  iJiv.^  Forterh  Fifth  A.  C. 


N^o.  122. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  8.  Tilton,  Twenty -second  Massachusetts  Infantry ^ 
of  the  battles  of  Meehan icsv ill e and  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Boston,  July  25,  1862. 

General  : In  accordance  with  your  request  I have  the  honor  to 
make  a brief  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-second  Massachu- 
setts in  the  battles  of  the  26th  and  27th  ultimo.  That  I may  be  prop- 
erly understood,  I shall  have  to  mention  the  position  of  other  troops, 
which  I trust  will  not  be  out  of  order. 

On  Thursday,  the  26th,  I left  camp  in  command  of  the  regiment,  and 
by  order  of  General  Martindale  made  a stand  on  Hanover  Court-House 
road,  about  1 mile  east  of  Mechanicsville.  The  First  Michigan,  cov- 
ered by  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York,  were  posted  in  a belt  of  timber  on 
the  right  of  the  road;  the  Thirteenth  New  Y^ork  and  the  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  to  the  left.  A section  of  Martin’s  battery  was  drawn 
up  to  the  right  of  our  regiment  and  covered  the  road.  I proceeded  to 
fell  trees,  to  make  openings  for  artillery  and  an  abatis,  to  strengthen 
our  position.  Colonel  Gove  now  came  upon  the  ground  and  assumed 
command  of  the  Twenty-second  and  Thirteenth. 

Eapid  musketry  firing  was  now  heard  to  the  left.  General  Martin- 
dale  ordered  Colonel  Gove  to  deploy  a company  of  skirmishers  to 
ascertain  what  it  was.  Pending  this  operation  word  came  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  at  Old  Church.  The  brigade  should  guard  against 
being  outflanked.  Before  the  skirmishers  had  time  to  deploy  we  w^re 
ordered  to  move  through  the  woods  to  our  left  and  rear,  and  support  a 
battery  in  Griffin’s  command  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Mechanics- 
ville. On  emerging  from  the  woods,  about  800  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
battery,  we  met  a warm  reception,  but  got  under  cover  within  sup- 
porting distance  with  a loss  of  3 men.  The  enemy  having  retreated 
across  the  Chickahominy,  at  dark  I withdrew  a short  distance  and  pick- 
eted for  the  night. 

Friday,  June  27,  turned  out  at  2 o’clock  a.  m.,  and  after  much  delay 
marched  back  to  camp  on  Curtis’  Farm.  During  our  march  quite  an 
action  was  going  on  on  the  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  toward  our 
right.  We  stopped  in  cam})  an  hour,  packed  up  for  a retreat,  destroyed 
commissary  stores  ; also  the  pontoon  train.  The  four  right  companies 
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of  the  Tweiity-secoud  being  ou  picket,  the  colouel  had  great  anxiety, 
fearing  their  knapsacks  would  be  left  to  the  enemy,  but  by  vehement 
urging  we  obtained  an  order  to  withdraw  the  men  and  saved  them. 

We  now  took  up  the  line  of  march  down  the  Chickahominy,  the 
firing  between  General  McCall  and  the  foe  having  ceased.  At  Gaines’ 
Mill  Bridge  there  was  some  confusion,  caused  by  an  effort  of  several 
brigades  of  infantry  and  artillery,  together  with  baggage  wagons  and 
ambulances,  to  get  over  one  small  bridge  at  the  same  instant.  No  di- 
recting hand  was  there,  the  only  order  appearing  to  be,  “The  devil  take 
the  hindmost.”  At  or  near  noon  we  came  to  Watts’  house,  and  soon 
thereafter  I was  ordered  to  deploy  the  Twenty-second  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  hither  edge  of  a wood  to  the  left  and  front  of  the  house.  It  was 
an  excellent  line  of  defense,  a deep  ravine  running  through  the  woods 
parallel  with  our  line  of  battle;  yet  on  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Gove 
1 still  more  strengthened  our  position  by  felling  great  pines  and  con- 
structing of  them  and  smaller  trees  a barricade.  Before  us  on  the  edge 
of  a ravine  were  posted  the  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York, 
Avhom  we  were  to  support.  The  Second  Maine  was  on  their  right,  the 
First  Michigan  on  iheir  left,  the  latter  supported,  I think,  by  a regi- 
ment from  the  brigade  of  General  Butterfield,  which  occupied  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  line,  which  extended  through  the  woods  to  the  Chicka- 
honiiny  bottom.  Colonel  Gove  was  very  active,  and  caused  a similar 
barricade  to  be  thrown  up  by  the  regiments  in  front  of  us. 

At  2.30  p.  m.  the  enemy’s  shells  began  to  burst  over  our  heads,  doing, 
however,  little  injury.  (And  here  let  me  say,  by  the  way,  that  while 
a prisoner  I was  told  by  the  Confederates  that  they  suffer  little  by 
artillery  fire,  especially  when  posted  in  the  woods,  our  shells  generally 
passing  harmlessly  over  their  heads.  Query:  Is  a prosier  allowance 
made  for  the  heating  of  the  gun  '?)  Fierce  fighting  was  now  heard  on 
the  right,  the  scene  extending  as  far  as  Cold  Harbor.  Presently  a rebel 
regiment  came  out  of  the  woods  from  the  other  side  of  the  field  before 
our  2)osition  in  the  forest  and  charged  toward  us.  They  received 
such  a warm  reception  from  our  first  line  and  a section  of  Martin’s 
battery  stationed  on  our  right  that  they  broke  and  ran  back  to  the 
cover  of  the  woods.  Meanwhile  the  din  was  incessant  on  our  right, 
and  soon  three  Yankee  cheers  told  us  that  there  the  enemy  had  been 
repulsed  also.  Now  our  extreme  left  was  visited  by  the  vigorous 
assaults  of  the  enemy,  and  they  there  met  a similar  fate.  The  battle 
raged  furiously  for  two  or  three  liours,  the  enemy  making  two  distinct 
attacks  (which  I saw),  only  to  be  defeated.  Eveiy thing  looked  favor- 
able for  us  and  much  enthusiasm  was  manifested  among  the  men. 
Congratulations  were  exchanged  between  Generals  Martindale  and 
Butterfield.  The  latter  felt  much  pleased  with  his  work,  and  rode  up 
and  down  the  lines,  while  the  men  cheered  at  the  success  of  our  arms. 
So  strong  was  his  confidence,  that  he  re-enforced  the  line  to  our  right, 
weakening  himself. 

I now  supposed  the  enemy  would  abandon  the  field  for  the  night, 
but  such  did  not  prove  to  be  their  design,  for,  forming  in  three  lines, 
they  made  a final  and  desperate  effort  to  break  through  our  lines,  and 
they  were  successful,  but  not  until  our  weary  men  were  trampled  upon 
by  the  hordes  of  Jackson’s  army.  The  attack,  I say,  was  desperate, 
and  so  was  the  defense.  The  noise  of  the  musketry  was  not  rattling, 
as  ordinarily,  but  one  intense  metallic  din.  The  sound  of  the  artillery 
was  sublime.  The  forces  on  our  left  began  to  give  way  by  regiments. 
Individuals  from  oiir  own  first  line  sought  shelter  behind  our  barricade. 
The  Ijrave  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York,  which  had  so  long 
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defended  our  front,  were  soon  compelled  to  retreat  with  the  rest,  fall- 
ing back  to  our  breastworks.  The  First  Michigan  did  the  same. 
Before  many  of  the  troops  had  fallen  back  to  our  breastworks  I shouted 
to  our  men  to  rise  and  fire  by  file.  Some  fired  one,  some  six  rounds, 
but  they  were  much  embairassed  by  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  friend 
from  foe,  so  closely  were  the  former  pursued  by  the  latter. 

At  this  juncture  I was  shot  through  the  right  shoulder,  went  to  the 
rear,  and  was  ordered  to  the  hospital  by  Surgeon  Prince.  While  the 
surgeon  was  examining  my  wound  the  house  was  surrounded  by  Con- 
federates ; so  our  whole  line  must  have  given  way.  Soon  after  I left 
the  field  the  house  was  penetrated  many  times  by  shells  from  our  own 
batteries.  After  this  I can  say  nothing,  as  I saw  no  more  of  the  action, 
unless  it  may  be  to  recite  the  reports  of  some  of  my  captains.  As 
well  as  I can  judge  Colonel  Gove  gave  the  order  to  retreat,  when  our 
regiments  in  front  threw  themselves  back  on  the  Twenty-second,  as  at 
that  moment  we  were  outflanked  on  either  side  and  subject  to  a cross- 
fire. 

On  coming  out  of  the  woods  about  200  yards  it  would  appear  that  the 
colonel  strove  to  rally  the  regiment,  but  was  shot  down  in  the  act  half 
way  between  his  men  and  the  enemy.  I am  told  that  Captain  Thomp- 
son, of  Woburn,  rallied  a few  men  around  the  colors  and  made  a stand. 
Afterward,  when  near  the  bridge.  Captain  Ward  well.  Captain  Burt, 
Lieutenant  Field,  and  others  rallied  all  of  our  own  men  that  they  could 
find,  together  with  manj^  others  retreating  in  disorder,  forming  them 
into  a battalion.  This  body  consisted  of  upward  of  1,000  men.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Griswold,  being  now  in  camp,  can  question  these  officers, 
and  give  you  a more  thorough  account  of  the  last  of  the  battle  than  I 
can.  On  Captain  Burt's  testimony  I should  place  great  reliance,  as  he 
is  a gentleman  and  a modest  soldier. 

I was  told  by  several  prisoners  in  Eichmond  that  Captain  Sampson, 
of  Company  A,  was  the  first  man  to  run  away.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  said  Lieutenant  Connor,  of  the  same  company,  did  bravely.  I 
am  also  told  that  Lieutenant  Symonds,  of  Company  D,  was  eminently 
cool,  sedulous,  and  vigorous  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  Sergeant 
Carr,  of  Company  E,  not  being  too  sick  to  take  the  field,  as  were 
both  of  his  superior  officers,  fell  while  bravely  fighting  in  commanding 
his  company.  Capt.  J.  J.  Thompson,  of  Company  H,  proved  himself 
to  be  a brave  and  reliable  soldier.  His  first  lieutenant,  T.  T.  Salter, 
one  of  my  most  valuable  officers,  I learn  with  much  grief  is  among  the 
missing.  These  are  the  only  officers  in  the  regiment  worthy  of  particu- 
lar mention  excepting  Lieutenant  Stiles,  of  the  Sharpshooters,  who  did 
his  duty,  all  of  it,  manfully.  Captain  Whorf,  Lieutenant  Washburn, 
and  Lieutenant  Stearns  were  wounded  before  they  had  much  opportu- 
nity to  distinguish  themselves.  I had  nearly  forgotten  our  chivalric 
adjutant,  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  We  can  illy 
spare  his  services,  as  he  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  gentlemen  in  the 
regiment  and  altogether  the  hardest  working  man.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Prince  is  a superior  man.  Neither  shot  nor  shell  can  deter  him  from 
his  duty,  which  he  has  always  performed  under  whatever  circumstances 
with  untiring  zeal.  In  Eichmond  his  good  qualities  were  pre-eminent. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

WM.  S.  TILTON, 

Major ^ T wenty -second  Mass. ^ in  command  on  26th  and  21th  June. 

Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Beport  of  Capt.  Walter  S.  Sampson,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry, of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqes.  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Keoiment, 

. Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.,  July  1,  1862. 

Sir  : Thursday  morning,  June  26,  at  6 o’clock,  I was  detailed  to  take 
the  four  right  companies  (A,  Lieut.  H.  0.  Connor,  commanding ; D, 
Capt.  John  Dunning ; F,  Capt.  S.  J.  Thompson ; L,  Lieut.  Charles  O. 
Conant,  commanding),  and  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Upper  Bridge 
(one  of  the  new  military  roads)  to  do  picket  duty.  Nothing  of  unusual 
interest  occurred  during  the  day.  At  night  I had  orders  to  assist  in 
destroying  the  bridge.  This  accomplished  I awaited  further  orders. 
To  Capt.  D.  K.  Wardwell,  of  Company  B,  I am  indebted  for  verbal  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  of  the  regiment  during  my  absence. 

About  noon  (Thursday,  June  26)  the  regiment  received  light  march- 
ing orders  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Mechanicsville  to  support  Gen- 
eral McCall,  who  was  severely  pressed  by  the  enemy  in  overwhelming 
numbers.  The  right  of  the  line  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade. The  left  of  the  right  was  the  position  of  the  Twenty-second 
Slassachusetts,  and  on  approaching  the  scene  of  action  the  regiment 
was  brought  under  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Shot,  shell, 
and  grape  flew  fast  and  furious  over  and  around  the  regiment  for  up- 
ward of  an  hour,  during  which  time  1 man  of  Company  K was  killed 
and  2 mortally  wounded  in  Comi^any  G (since  dead). 

About  this  time  Company  B,  Captain  Wardwell,  was  deployed  in 
front  in  a piece  of  woods  and  exchanged  several  shots  with  the  enemy. 
About  8 o’clock  p.  m.  the  regiment  retired  slowly  across  a large  field 
toward  the  Hanover  Court-House  road,  leaving  Company  B in  the 
woods  to  do  picket  duty.  The  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
alongside  of  the  Eichmond  road.  Colonel  Gove  ordered  Company  C, 
Captain  Burt,  to  deploy  in  the  large  field  through  which  the  regiment 
had  just  passe^l  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment  to  seek  what  rest  they 
could  resting  on  their  arms.  The  shades  of  night  were  closing  around 
the  fearlul  scene  (the  battle  on  the  lull),  except  discharges  of  artillery, 
which  was  kejjt  up  until  about  10  o’clock  in. 

About  3 o’clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  June  27,  the  ifickets  in  front  of  the 
regiment  were  recalled,  and  all  moved  as  rear  guard  toward  the  camp 
on  Curtis’  farm.  Along  the  whole  route  on  the  right  the  battle  was 
raging  furiously.  On  reaching  camp  orders  were  given  to  sling  knap- 
sacks and  get  ready  for  an  immediate  movement.  Very  early  on  Friday 
morning  I received  orders  to  withdraw  my  pickets  and  report  at  the 
old  camp  at  Gaines’,  there  to  await  orders.  Here  was  a mistake.  I 
should  have  reported  at  regimental  camp  on  the  Curtis  farm.  By  this 
I lost  an  hour  and  a half  of  time.  The  mistake  was  discovered,  and  I 
hastened  to  join  the  regiment.  This  I could  not  do,  for  1 met  the  regi- 
ment some  distance  this  side  of  Curtis’  farm,  where  I received  orders 
from  Colonel  Gove  to  hasten  to  camp,  secure  our  knapsacks,  and  then 
destroy  everything  left  behind,  such  as  commissary  and  quartermaster 
stores,  tents,  knai)sacks,  guns,  equipments — in  fact,  all  pertaining  to  a 
soldier’s  comfort  or  necessities.  This  duty  was  faithfully  discharged  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  They  had  hardly  finished  the 
task  before  the  enemy  came  bounding  into  the  camp,  expecting  to  find 
an  abundance  of  stores  suited  to  their  taste,  but,  alas  for  human  ex- 
pectations, nothing  met  their  view  but  the  burning  and  charred  remains 
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of  Store  and  camp  equipage.  My  command  was  liastening  on  to  join 
the  regiment,  which  we  soon  did.  I made  a verbal  report  to  Colonel 
Oove  as  to  the  success  of  my  mission,  which  I am  hapi)y  to  say  was 
approved. 

The  second  company  of  Sharpshooters,  under  Lieutenant  Stiles,  was 
left  the  day  before  on  camp  guard,  and  had  been  detailed  as  guard  for 
the  baggage  train  to  go  to  Savage  Station.  The  regiment  moved  to  its 
assigned  position  toward  the  rear  of  the  Gaines  estate,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  some  high  rolling  lands  overlooking  the  bottom  lands  and  the 
Chick ahominy  Swamp.  The  position  was  a most  important  one,  com- 
manding the  road  across  the  Chickahominy  from  its  elevation.  Orders 
were  early  sent  to  Colonel  Gove  to  hold  this  position  at  any  cost  or 
sacrifice,  and  the  colonel  ordered  a rude  barricade  to  be  built.  This 
was  accomplished  by  felling  some  large  trees  that  stood  near  the  regi- 
mental line  and  by  the  use  of  rails  near  at  hand.  This  was  scarcely 
done  before  the  enemy  opened  a well-directed  fire  from  a battery  on  this 
position. 

Here  was  tested  Colonel  Gove’s  military  knowledge  and  foresight. 
The  shell  burst  directly  in  front  of  the  regiment,  and  many  lives  would 
have  been  lost,  if  no  more  serious  consequences  involved,  had  it  not 
been  for  this  barricade.  The  enemy  seemed  determined  to  have  this 
])Osition,  for  they  rained  metal  enough  into  this  inece  of  woods  to  drive 
out  aii}^  body  of  troops  who  were  unprotected.  Their  effort  was  furious 
and  full  of  determination.  The  battery  ceased  its  work  for  a short  time 
to  enable  a large  body  of  infantry  which  they  pushed  forward  to  seize 
this  position.  They  met  such  a reception  that  but  few  lived  to  tell  the 
tale. 

This  conflict  was  short.  The  enemy  was  reindsed  with  a firmness,  a 
steadiness,  worthy  of  such  men  as  performed  deeds  of  noble  daring  on 
this  eventful  day.  The  enemy’s  battery  was  soon  again  at  work.  They 
also  placed  a battery  on  the  flats  and  opened  a cross-fire,  seeming 
determined  to  drive  out  the  troops  from  around  this  ravine.  Nothing- 
moved  Colonel  Gove,  his  officers  or  men.  They  stood  to  their  posts 
faithfully.  Night  was  fast  approaching,  and  the  enemy,  being  largely 
re-enforced,  made  a fearful  dash  at  the  whole  line  of  battle.  At  all 
points  the  battle  raged  fiercely.  A more  bloody  struggle  never  occurred. 
Our  hungry,  weary,  and  worn-out  soldiers  had  to  bear  the  impetuous 
charge  of  at  least  four  times  their  number. 

This  unequal  contest  was  prolonged  for  upward  of  an  hour  amid  a 
hail- storm  of  lead  and  iron  that  surpasses  description.  At  an  early 
period  of  this  last  attack  Major  Tilton  was  wounded  and  left  for  the 
hospital.  Soon  regiments  posted  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  Twenty- 
second,  and  who  had  no  barricades,  had  to  fall  back,  closely  followed 
by  an  ambitious  and  exulting  enemy.  This  caused  the  position  of  the 
Twenty-second  to  become  untenable.  Being  outflanked  right  and  left, 
it  was  forced  to  give  way  a few  yards  behind  the  barricade.  In  the 
open  field  Colonel  Gove  endeavored  to  reform  the  line  to  rally  the  men. 
Here  he  gave  his  country  his  life.  He  fell  nobly  and  manfully.  -En- 
deared to  all,  sincerely  does  the  regiment  mourn  his  irreparable  loss. 
Here,  too.  Adjutant  Sherwin  was  wounded  while  ably  seconding  Colonel 
Gove  and  the  officers  in  rallying  the  men  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
Surgeons  Prince  and  Millner  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

At  this  time  the  regiment  was  left  without  a field  or  staff’  officer. 
The  regiment  rallied  arouud  its  colors,  ready  to  do  any  duty,  and  did 
for  a time  support  a battery.  Upward  of  one-half  of  the  line  officers 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Of  those  who  were  present.  Orderly 
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Sergeant  Carr,  of  Company  E,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company,  which 
he  commanded  this  daj".  Over  one-half  of  the  rank  and  file  fell  man- 
fully battling  for  their  country’s  rights. 

To  attempt  to  particularize  where  all  showed  so  much  gallantry  would 
be  invidious  and  might  do  some  injustice.  The  loss  sustained  is  a 
sufficient  record.  Before  the  action  commenced  Colonel  Gove  gave 
orders  to  lay  aside  knapsacks,  blankets,  haversacks,  not  to  be  encum- 
bered with  anything,  and  when  the  regiment  left  they  had  to  leave 
everything  behind,  even  to  tin-cups,  plates,  knives  and  forks,  and 
spoons.  Tbe  Twenty-second  was  among  the  very  last  to  leave  its  posi- 
tion. Night  was  at  hand,  and  it  was  too  late  for  the  enemy  to  get  bat- 
teries into  position.  All  had  been  effected  that  was  desired.  Artillery 
trains,  stores,  &c.,  were  across  the  Chickahorainy,  passing  over  Wood- 
bury’s [Alexander’s  ?]  Bridge.  Nothing  remained  but  to  remove  the 
wounded  and  cross  the  troops,  which  was  done  in  perfect  order.  Across 
the  Chickahominy,  behind  the  center  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the 
regiment  collected  its  shattered  fragments  together,  a little  less  than 
300  effective  men,  without  a field  or  staff*  officer,  the  men  without  tents, 
haversacks — nothing  save  what  they  stood  in.  There  I assumed  com- 
mand, and  I was  ably  assisted  by  Capt.  D.  K.  Wardwell  and  Sergeant- 
Major  Benson,  who  acted  as  adjutant. 

About  noon  Saturday,  June  28,  I reeeived  orders  to  march  the  regi- 
ment to  Savage  Station,  which  I did.  Here  I was  prostrated  with 
a severe  attack  of  chills  and  fever  and  rheuiuatic  pains.  1 lost  no  time, 
but  placed  myself  .under  the  surgeon’s  care.  The  command  of  the  regi- 
ment now  devolved  upon  Capt.  D.  K.  Wardwell.  At  Savage  Station 
a short  halt  was  made.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  on,  passing 
through  White  Oak  Swamp,  at  the  farther  side  of  which,  upon  some 
high  rolling  lands,  the  regiment  encam]ied  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  Sunday,  June  29,  the  regiment  moved  forward  toward  James 
Eiver,  passing  over  a dry  and  waterless  country,  the  weather  exceed- 
ingly hot.  The  men  were  suffering  for  all  the  necessaries  of  a soldier’s 
life — food,  coffee,  haversacks,  &c.  A halt  was  made  at  night  where  no 
water  could  be  obtained,  no  coffee  made,  and  the  sufferings  of  our  men 
can  better  be  imagined  than  described.  I hope  that  no  troops  will  ever 
again  have  to  endure  all  the  privation  that  the  Twenty-second  endured 
during  the  past  eight  or  ten  days.  All  was  borne  without  much  mur- 
muring— borne  as  heroes  alone  can  bear  their  burdens. 

Monday  morning,  June  30,  at  3 o’clock  a.  m.,  moved  again.  After 
marching  a few  miles  water  was  discovered,  a halt  was  ordered,  and  all 
that  could  made  coffee.  Another  forward  movement  of  some  miles 
brought  the  regiment  in  the  vicinity  of  Turkey  Bend,  where  a halt  of 
some  hours  was  made.  Soon  the  regiment  received  orders  to  return  to 
Malvern  farm,  a high  plateau  of  land  some  2 miles  back.  After  reach- 
ing this  place  the  regiment  lay  in  column  of  division  and  upon  their 
arms  for  the  night. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  about  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  a forward  movement  of  about 
1 mile  was  made.  Here  they  were  subject  to  a very  heavy  and  severe 
cross-fire  from  the  enemj^’s  artillery.  Here  we  lost  some  8 men.  Cap- 
tain Wardwell  moved  the  regiment  forward  about  400  yards  and  de- 
ployed in  line  of  battle  for  shelter  and  protection.  Soon  they  moved 
forward  to  support  a battery,  which  they  did  firmly  and  steadily.  Or- 
ders soon  came  for  the  regiment  to  move  forward  to  support  the  first 
line  of  battle,  which  was  being  pressed  very  hard  by  the  enemy.  The 
regiment  moved  to  its  position  and  opened  fire  by  file,  using  up  their 
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60  rounds  of  ammunition.  The  second  company  of  Sharpshooters,  under 
Lieutenant  Stiles,  fired  upward  of  40  rounds  with  their  target  rifles. 
The  regiment  a*ivanced  so  close  to  the  enemy  that  they  took  32  prisoners, 
who  were  sent  to  the  rear.  The  regiment  maintained  its  position  with- 
out ammunition  until  properly  relieved,  then  retired  in  the  best  order. 

Among  the  casualties  of  this  day  was  the  loss  of  Oapt.  S.  J.  Thomp- 
son, who  was  severely  wounded  and  left  in  hospital.  The  loss  of  rank 
and  file  was  about  GO.  In  this  day’s  action  Companies  G,  E,  and  I 
were  led  into  action  by  sergeants,  and  Company  K was  commanded  by 
Corp.  Andrew  Wilson,  whom  I recommend  to  your  favorable  notice. 
Sergeant-Major  Benson  was  detailed  to  act  as  aide  to  Brigadier-General 
Martindale  daring  the  day. 

I cannot  close  tliis  Avithout  making  especial  mention  of  Capts.  S.  J. 
Thompson,  J.  J.  Thompson,  and  Captain  Burt;  also  Lieutenants  Field, 
Symonds,  Connor,  and  Stiles.  They  did  their  Avhole duty. 

Wednesday  morning,  July  2,  about  1 o’clock,  the  regiment  received 
orders  to  fall  back  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.  This  was  done  in  good 
order,  amid  a heavy  rain,  and  mud  almost  knee-deep.  Upon  reaching 
this  place  the  regiment  biAmuacked  in  mud  and  rain.  Hungry  and  Avet 
through,  it  Avas  a sad  time  for  the  remnant  of  the  TAventy-second.  Of 
the  conduct  of  the  men  during  all  the  trying  scenes  through  which  they 
passed  I am  proud.  Of  Capt.  H.  K.  Wardwell,  commanding  the  regi- 
ment, 1 may  say  his  conduct  is  above  any  praise  of  mine. 

July  3 I had  sufficiently  recoA^ered  to  assume  command  and  march 
the  regiment  to  this  place,  its  present  encampment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  SAMPSOil, 

Captain^  Twenty-secotid  Regiment  Mcissaelmsetts  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Assistant  Adjutant Areneral^  First  Brigade^  MorelVs  Division. 


No.  124. 

Report  of  Col.  Horace  S.  Roberts,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  MecJumicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  First  Michigan  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  6,  1862. 
Captain  : In  compliance  Avith  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit a report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  26th  ultimo  to 
the  2d  instant,  inclusive : 

On  Thursday,  the  26th  of  June,  this  regiment,  in  light  marching 
order,  left  its  cainp  near  Gaines’  Hill,  and  proceeded  Avith  the  First 
Brigade  toward  Mechanicsville,  on  the  Hanovei'  road.  Arriving  near 
the  scene  of  the  action  of  that  day,  the  regiment  Avas  formed,  by  order 
of  General  Martindale,  in  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  a Avood  in  front 
aud  to  the  right  of  the  road,  the  Thirteenth  Ncav  York  being  deployed 
on  the  oj)posite  side  of  the  road.  Captain  Griffith’s  com])any  (D),  of  my 
regiment,  A\ms  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  co-operating  Avith  a com- 
pany of  the  Thirteenth  New  Y'ork  in  front  of  its  line.  The  skirmishers 
soon  became  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy,  Avlien  the  command  was 
ordered  by  the  "general  to  change  its  position  more  to  the  rear  and 
across  a ravine.  This  movement  Avas  executed,  leaving  our  skirmishers 
still  engaged. 
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At  this  time  the  battle  was  raging  heavily  on  our  left,  and  our  own 
position  was  again  changed.  Captain  Grummond’s  company  (I)  was 
here  thrown  out  to  support  Captain  Griffith,  and  the  regiment  was  put 
in  position  in  support  of  Captain  MartiiYs  Massachusetts  battery.  The 
men  slept  on  their  arms  until  2 o’clock  a.  m.,  when,  by  order  of  your 
general,  the  pickets  were  called  in,  and  the  regiment  took  up  its  march 
toward  its  camp.  Arriving  there,  after  a brief  rest  the  command,  with 
the  rest  of  the  brigade,  moved  forward  across  the  bridge  at  the  mill, 
then  to  the  right,  where  it  was  placed  in  i^osition  for  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill,  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  in  a belt  of  woods,  along  a 
ravine,  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Kew  York  on  its  right  and  the  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania,  of  Butterfield’s  brigade,  on  the  left.  In  front  of 
the  position  was  the  sloping  side  of  Gaines’  wheat  field,  up  which  and 
onto  the  field  Companies  E,  Captain  Pomeroy,  and  afterward  A, 
Captain  Alcott,  were  deployed  as  skirmishes.  By  direction  of  General 
Martindale  a rude  barricade  Avas.  hastily  thrown  up  along  the  line,  and 
the  men  laid  down  awaiting  the  attack.  It  Avas  not  long  before  the 
skirmishers  were  actively  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy.  The  firing 
was  brisk,  and  Ave  lost  a number  of  men. 

Meanwhile,  about  12  o’clock,  the  enemy  commenced  firing  shot  and 
shell,  which  fell  and  burst  among  and  near  the  men,  costing  us  a few 
liA^es.  Twice  our  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  but  regained  their  posi- 
tion as  soon  as  practicable,  until  I deemed  it  advisable  to  call  them  in 
permanently.  About  3 o’clock  the  enemy’s  infantry  appeared  in  force 
on  our  right  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  were  repulsed  by  a vigorous 
fire.  An  hour  later  they  appeared  in  strength  on  our  left,  and  were 
there  handsomely  repulsed  and  lost  severely  by  our  musketry.  In  both 
of  these  attacks  the  enemy  must  haA^e  lost  great  numbers.  At  about  6 
o’clock  he  appeared  in  great  force  all  along  our  line,  Avith  his  troops 
massed  and  his  columns  heavier  about  our  center.  All  along  the  lines 
fire  was  opened  on  him  and  maintained  in  a most  vigorous  manner. 
Nothing  could  have  been  better  done;  the  effect  upon  his  ranks  was 
perceptible,  and  the  slope  of  that  hill  must  have  borne  testimony  to 
the  steadiness  and  accuracy  of  our  fire.  Yet  he  moA^ed  steadily  along 
wjth  a fire  that  cut  down  nearly  one-fourth  of  my  command  until  up 
and  onto  us,  when,  unable  to  resist  the  mass  hurled  at  them,  the  line 
broke  and  the  men  commenced  a retreat.  The  men  Avere  borne  back 
by  sheer  force  of  numbers.  Twice  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  by 
our  fire,  but  with  fresh  troops  he  moved  in  inestimable  force  against 
the  line,  and  it  had  to  give  way.  We  fell  back,  reformed  our  line,  and 
took  position  near  to  and  in  front  of  the  hospital,  ready  for  a renewal 
of  the  fight.  We  remained  here  until  3 o’clock  a.  m.,  Avhen  the  regi- 
ment crossed  the  Ghickahominy  Eiver.  Subsequently  we  moved  with 
the  brigade,  nothing  of  i)articular  importance  occurring  until  Monday 
evening,  June  30,  when  Ave  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  remained 
under  arms  while  the  fight  of  that  day  was  occurring. 

In  the  engagement  of  Tuesday  the  regiment  Avas  on  the  left  of  the 
first  line  of  our  brigade ; was  formed  in  double  column ; was  placed  in 
position,  and  for  four  hours  Avas  subjected  to  a severe  fire  of  shell  and 
grape  and  canister.  At  about  0 o’clock  the  fire  in  front  of  us  became 
very  sharp,  and  I was  ordered  to  deploy  column  and  move  forward  to 
be  ready  to  charge  the  enemy  sliould  they  drive  back  our  force  in  front. 
The  deployment  Avas  made,  and,  supx)orted  by  the  Second  Maine,  Col- 
onel Roberts,  Ave  took  ])osition.  Here  a messenger  Irom  the  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania  reached  me,  asking  to  be  relieved  at  once,  as  it  had 
been  actively  engaged  for  a long  period  in  front.  I moved  the  regiment 
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forward  in  line  of  battle  under  fire  and  relieved  that  regiment,  which 
was  supporting  a battery  exposed  to  a sharp  fire  of  the  enemy.  I 
commenced  firing,  and  continued  until  that  of  the  enemy  seemed  en- 
tirely stopped  and  he  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  It  then  being  reported 
to  me  that  we  were  out  of  ammunition,  the  regiment  was  moved  by 
company  to  the  rear,  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  taking  its  place 
in  line.  I was  met  by  General  Porter,  Avho  ordered  a line  formed  on 
the  side  of  the  road  perpendicular  to  the  old  line,  in  doing  which  we 
received  a volley.  We  cleared  away  a fence  and  some  obstructions  by 
his  order,  and  finally,  directed  by  him,  we  formed  line  in  the  extreme 
advance  of  the  line  in  support  of  TidbalFs  battery. 

Night  coming  on,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  I threw  out  pickets 
to  the  front  and  left,  keeping  them  out  till  midnight,  when  they  were 
called  in  and  the  movement  commenced  to  this  place,  where  we  arrived 
the  next  morning.  In  all  the  operations  of  this  time  I have  been 
greatly  assisted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whittlesey  and  Major  Abbott, 
the  latter  of  whom  had  just  returned  from  sick  leave  and  was  hardly 
in  a state  for  the  field.  My  officers  and  men  have  done  bravely  and 
well.  Although  as  a regiment  exposed  for  the  first  time  to  fire,  not  a 
man  flinched  or  drew  back.  The  privations  and  hardships  of  the  march 
were  borne  with  patience  and  fortitude.  I shall  at  another  time  report 
to  you  the  names  of  those  who  have  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves in  these  engagements. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  my  knapsacks  and  much  of  regimental 
and  company  ])roi)erty  were  destroyed  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  My  loss  during  the  week  has  been  209  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.* 

A list  of  names  is  hereto  appended.  Capt.  O.  0.  Comstock,  a brave 
and  promising  officer,  is  supposed  to  be  killed.  Nine  of  my  officers 
were  wounded,  among  whom  were  Captains  Tbroop,  Alcott,  Hopper, 
Pomeroy,  and  Grummoud.  Captain  Alcott,  although  vrounded  on 
Friday,  rendered  valuable  service  on  the  following  days.  Lieutenant  i. 
Eggleston  was  severely  wounded  in  the  head  and  Lieutenant  Hubbard 
is  missing. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HOEACE  S.  EOBEKTS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  125. 

Report  of  Maj.  Francis  A.  Schoejfel,  Thirteenth  Few  Yorh  Infantry^  cf 
the  battles  of  Mechanic sville  and  Gaines'^  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey 
Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  on  James  Eiver, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  tliis  regiment  received  orders 
on  the  26th  day  of  June  to  march  to  Mechani(;sville.  We  started  at 
11.30  a.  m.,  marching  about  3 miles,  wlien  a rest  was  ordered.  Best- 
ing about  half  an  hour  we  proceeded  half  a mile,  when  we  were  de- 
ployed by  the  left  flank  in  an  open  field  in  line  of  battle.  Three  com- 
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pauies  (A,  B,  and  D)  were  deployed  forward  as  skirmisliers.  The 
regiment,  after  remaining  for  a couple  of  hours,  was  ordered  to  march 
back  across  the  creek  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.  When  Colonel  Marshall 
ordered  me  to  go  to  the  front  and  instruct  the  skirmishers  the  regiment 
had  fallen  back  across  the  ravine.  When  I returned  the  regiment  had 
moved  to  the  rear  and  to  the  left.  Marching  through  a piece  of  woods 
and  entering  an  open  field,  with  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  on 
our  left,  we  marched  to  within  GOO  yards  of  Carlisle’s  battery,  where 
we  halted,  throwing  forward  Company  B as  skirmishers  through  the 
woods,  when  an  order  came  for  us  to  march  back  to  the  cross-roads 
from  where  we  first  advanced. 

Here  we  remained  until  3 a.  m.  of  the  27th  of  June,  when  our  skir- 
mishers were  called  in.  We  had  no  casualties,  although  being  under 
fire  for  three  hours.  The  regiment  marched  back  to  camp  near  Gaines’ 
house,  where  knapsacks  were  packed  and  the  regiment  marched  toward 
the  Clnckahominy,  where  we  arrived  about  noon,  when  the  regiments 
were  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  a ravine  close  to  Gaines’  [Watts’?] 
house,  oil  the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Yolunteers.  Here 
we  lay,  expecting  the  enemy,  and  were  not  disappointed,  for  about  1 
or  2 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  came  in  sight,  drove  in  our  skirmishers 
and  charged,  but  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  our  regiment 
capturing  9 prisoners,  with  the  battle-flag  belonging  to  the  First  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment.  The  prisoners  belonged  respectively  to  the  First 
Tennessee,  Seventh  Tennessee,  Fourteenth  Tennessee,  and  Fifth  Ala- 
bama Eegiments. 

Our  regiment  had  built  a barricade,  which  protected  the  men  very 
much.  VVe  remained  behind  this  barricade  until  5 p.  m.  or  later,  when 
the  enemy  came  on  us  again  in  stronger  force  than  before.  Our  men 
stood  their  ground  manfully,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  all  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  when  we  fell  back  to  the  second  line  of 
defense.  The  enemy,  seeing  us  fall  back,  pressed  us  hard.  Here  our 
loss  was  severe,  but  not  as  severe  as  some  of  the  other  regiments.  The 
reported  loss  was  4 killed,  47  wounded,  29  missing. 

The  regiment  in  falling  back  rallied  three  different  times.  After 
rallying  the  first  time  Colonel  Marshall  fell  back,  being  taken  sick.  I 
took  command  at  9 p.  m.  I found  I had  but  160  men  left.  In  looking 
around  I found  Colonel  Marshall  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  at  the 
general  hospital.  I then  marched  what  men  I had  to  this  hospital. 

At  12.30  midnight,  or  morning  of  Saturday,  June  28,  I received 
orders  to  march  across  the  Chickahominy,  which  was  done.  At  7 
a.  m.  I joined  the  brigade  which  we  had  lost  during  the  night.  After 
joining  the  brigade  we  marched  about  half  a mile  toward  Savage 
Station,  where  we  rested  until  11  a.  ni.,  when  we  were  suiiplied  with 
ammunition,  and  resumed  our  march  to  Savage  Station,  where  we 
rested  half  an  hour,  when  the  march  was  resumed  again.  VVe  marched 
to  I believe  Jones’  Bridge  or  a hill  close  by,  where  we  camped  for  the 
night.  At  2 a.  m.  Sunday,  June  29,  we  were  aroused  by  a false  alarm, 
which  kept  the  command  up  the  rCimaiuder  of  the  night.  At  about  7 
a.  in.  we  resumed  the  inarch  and  marched  about  5 miles,  when  we 
came  to  a halt,  remaining  until  about  5 p.  m.,  when  the  march  was 
resumed.  We  marched  about  2 miles,  when  we  came  to  a halt  in  a 
licld,  remaining  there  until  Monday,  3 a.  m.,  June  30,  when  the  march 
was  resumed.  VVe  marched  to  Turkey  Bend,  on  the  James  Elver,  wdiere 
we  arrived  about  10  a.  m.  We  lay  there  about  two  hours,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  inarch  back  across  the  swamp,  up  the  steep  hill,  and 
on  the  liekl,  when  we  marched  by  the  right  flank  in  column  by  dmsion 
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near  to  a road,  where  we  halted  for  half  an  hour.  Then  we  marched 
forward  across  the  field,  across  two  roads,  then  by  the  right  flank 
across  the  road  which  we  marched  in  on  in  the  morning,  then  marched 
forward  to  a house,  in  front  of  which  we  lay  all  night  on  x)icket. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July  1,  at  early  dawn,  wo  marched  to 
the  rear  about  600  yards,  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  road,  remain- 
ing there  until  2 p.  m.,  when  we  marched  by  the  left  flank  down  the 
road,  then  in  line  of  battle  across  the  field,  when  the  regiment  was 
formed  double  column  at  half  distance.  The  column  then  marched  by 
the  left  flank  to  Yvdthin  100  yards  of  where  the  Fourteenth  ISTew  ^rk 
Yolunteers  was  deployed  in  line  of  battle.  Here  w^e  lay  under  fire  for 
three  hours,  when  we  received  orders  to  march  to  the  left  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill  and  deploy  in  line  of  battle  to  protect  our  left  flank,  which 
we  did  until  it  became  dark.  Seeing  the  enemy  fall  back,  I moved  my 
regiment  by  the  right  flank  around  the  house.  In  the  7nean  time  the 
firing  had  slackened  in  our  front.  I remained  here  until  the  Fourteenth 
IT.  S.  Infantry  came  to  relieve  me  (during  the  action  I lost  6 men 
wounded,  the  officers  and  men  behaving  manfully),  when  I marched 
my  regiment  by  the  right  flank  toward  the  road  which  we  marched  in 
on  from  Savage  Station.  Here  I joined  the  brigade,  when  I was  ordered 
to  march  across  the  road  to  the  house  by  the  right  flank  and  remain 
there  on  picket.  We  remained  there  until  1.30  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  July 
2,  when  we  received  orders  to  fall  back  with  the  brigade.  We  did  so, 
and  marched  to  this  place,  arriving  at  9 a.  m. 

Eesi)ectfully  submitted. 

F.  A.  SOHGEFFEL, 

Major ^ Commanding  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ho.  126. 

Report  of  Capt.  Shepard  Gleason.^  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Infantry.,  of  the 
battles  of  Meehaniesville  and  Gaines’  Mill.,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge, 
and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Eegiment  Hew  York  Yols., 
Harrison’s  Landing.,  Fa.,  July  5,  1862. 
The  brigade  having  been  ordered  under  arms,  the  Twenty -fifth  Eegi- 
ment fell  in  and  ntarched,  under  command  of  Maj.  E.  S.  Gilbert,  with- 
out any  unusual  occurrence,  on  the  Hanover  road  about  5 miles,  resting 
opposite  Meehaniesville.  The  presence  of  the  enemy  being  discovered 
in  front,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the 
second  line  formed  by  the  brigade,  and  there  rested  until  word  was 
brought  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  us  on  the  right,  when 
the  major  moved  us,  by  command  of  the  general,  to  the  right  and 
rear,  where  we  afterward  formed  under  a fence  near  the  house  on  the 
high  ground  on  the  right  of  the  Hanover  road,  and  sent  forward  two 
companies  of  skirmishers.  The  regiment  afterward  moved  to  the  rear 
of  the  batteries  on  the  Old  Church  road,  where  we  lay  on  our  arms  till 
2 o'clock  next  morning,  when  we  received  orders  from  General  Martin- 
dale  to  recall  the  skirmishers  sent  out  the  previous  evening,  and  quietly 
take  up  our  line  of  march  to  our  old  camp.  Eestiug  a few  minutes 
opposite  our  old  camp,  the  regiment  continued  to  retire  across  the 
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bridge  over  the  ravine  at  Gaines’  Mill,  making  a detour  to  the  right, 
and  finally  rested  at  the  house  on  the  hill  in  rear  of  Sumner’s  cause- 
way and  in  rear  of  the  subsequent  battle-field.  About  8 o’clock  a.  m., 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  in  the 
woods  in  front  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  where  we  threw  up  a slight 
barricade  and  rested  on  our  arms,  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Four  companies  of  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  Iroht,  with  instructions  to  fire  a volley  upon  tbe  foe  upon  their 
approach  and  then  retire  behind  the  barricade.  After  some  slight 
skirmishing  the  enemy  advanced  in  line.  The  skirmishers  fired  upon 
them  and  then  retired.  The  rebels  came  on  in  good  style,  but  some- 
what to  our  right,  so  that  only  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged. They  were  soon  compelled  to  retire.  A small  number  of  skir- 
mishers was  then  sent  forward  by  Major  Gilbert  to  watch  and  report  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  which  they  from  time  to  time  did.  The  battle 
continued  on  the  right  and  left  of  us,  but  not  in  our  immediate  front, 
until  about  7 o’clock  p.  m.,  when  the  skirmishers  again  advised  us  of 
their  approach  and  retired  behind  the  barricades. 

This  time  the  enemy  came  on  in  deployed  lines  and  columns  by  bat- 
talions closed  in  mass,  one  battalion  immediately  behind  the  other.  The 
Twenty-fifth  Kegiment  reserved  fire  until  the  enemy  were  half  way 
down  tlie  hill,  and  then  opened  upon  them.  Each  line  of  the  enemy 
fired  on  descending  the  hill  as  soon  as  it  was  unmasked  by  the  line  in 
front.  The  firing  was  heavy  and  continuous.  Our  men  behaved  with 
great  coolness,  firing  slowly  and  with  precision.  The  enemy  once 
wavered  for  a moment,  and  would  have  gone  back,  but  for  the  impul- 
sion of  the  mass  behind.  Major  Gilbert  stood  just  in  rear  of  the  colors, 
shooting  the  rebels  as  they  advanced  with  his  pistol.  Captain  Bates 
was  wounded  here,  and  Lieutenant  Fairman,  acting  adjutant,  twice, 
once  in  the  leg  and  once  in  the  hip.  The  break  in  the  first  line  com- 
menced to  the  left  of  our  regiment,  and  ran  like  a wave  through  the 
whole  line.  I did  not  see  Major  Gilbert  after  he  left  the  barricade,  be- 
ing considerably  to  the  right  of  him,  but  I learn  from  two  or  three  of 
the  men  that  he  fell,  while  going  back  up  the  hill,  near  the  second  line. 
Lieutenant  Bishop  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Norris  were  among  the  miss- 
ing officers  in  this  engagement,  and  Captain  Ferguson,  of  the  provost 
guard,  was  also  mortally  wounded. 

I had  but  few  men  with  me  on  arriving  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
those  of  my  own  company.  The  plain  beyond  was  filled  with  men 
scattered  in  every  direction  before  we  reached  the  second  line,  and  as 
the  artillery  in  rear  was  getting  ready  to  fire  wo  passed  behind  it. 
The  confusion  prevented  me  from  rallying  or  even  finding  any  more  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Begiment,  though  I spent  the  better  part  of  the  night 
in  looking  for  them.  I found  Captain  Alcott,  and  with  about  30  men 
we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  in  rear  of  the  Twenty-second  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  next  day,  June  28,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  marched  with 
the  brigade  to  Savage  Station  and  thence  accompanied  the  brigade 
until  it  arrived  on  the  bank  of  James  Eiver.  June  30  we  were  ordered 
under  arms  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.  and  marched  something  over  a mile 
to  the  front,  took  position,  and  slept  on  our  arms  until  the  next  morning, 
then  retired  a short  distance  and  rested  till  about  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  when 
we  again  advanced.  The  regiment  was  formed  in  column  of  division 
between  the  First  Michigan  and  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  and  lay 
under  fire  of  shell  and  grape  for  about  two  hours.  It  was  then  ordered 
to  advance  in  lino  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts,  and 
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took  position  on  the  left  of  the  battery  stationed  in  front.  The  officers 
and  men  supposed  it  was  to  advance  still  farther,  but  received  orders 
to  support  that  battery.  While  occupying  this  position  several  charges 
were  made  by  different  regiments. 

The  battle  being  in  our  favor,  aud  several  lines  being  formed  in  our 
rear,  receiving  no  further  orders  we  retired  to  our  original  position, 
and  received  orders  to  form  a line  of  guard  across  an  open  field,  to  stop 
all  stragglers  and  to  designate  a place  for  the  wounded.  The  line  was 
formed  and  in  working  order  until  about  1 o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  next  day. 
At  that  hour  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in  rear  of  the  column  then  pass- 
ing and  retire  with  it.  We  did  so,  but  on  account  of  the  rapid  move- 
ments of  artillery  and  cavalry,  together  with  the  state  of  the  roads,  the 
regiment  was  much  broken  and  scattered  before  reaching  the  open 
field  near  Harrison’s  Landing.  The  next  day,  however,  the  regiment 
was  together,  and  followed  the  movements  of  the  brigade  to  its  present 
encampment. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  this  time  was  7 officers  and  87  en- 
listed men.* 

* SHEPARD  GLEASON, 

Captam,  Co'irmanding  Tiventy  fifth  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols. 

[Oapt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Corps.] 


No.  127. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’’  Mill,  engagement  at 
Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Morell’s  Division, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders  from 
Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I assumed  command  of  the  Second 
Brigade  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  26th  of  June,  1862,  at  Gaines’  farm, 
and  at  3 o’clock  same  date  received  orders  for  the  brigade  to  move 
immediately  in  the  direction  of  headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army 
Corps,  when  further  orders  were  received  to  march  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible to  the  support  of  General  J.  F.  Reynolds,  who  was  engaging  the 
enemy  at  or  near  Mechanicsville.  The  brigade  arrived  about  5.30  o’clock, 
and  by  direction  of  General  Reynolds  formed  line  of  battle,  under  a 
terrific  artillery  fire,  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  line  engaged.  Soon 
after  the  Fourth  Michigan,  Col.  D.  A.  Woodbury,  moved  forward  and 
relieved  Colonel  Simmons’  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  the  Fourteenth 
New  York,  Col.  James  McQuade,  advanced  to  relieve  and  support  the 
Kane  Rifles  on  the  right.  The  Fourth  Michigan  was  scarcely  in  posi- 
tion when  it  was  attacked  by  two  regiments  of  the  enemy,  which  were 
repulsed  in  the  handsomest  manner,  the  regiment  firing  about  15  rounds 
per  man.  Four  companies  of  the  Fourteenth  were  engaged  for  a short 
time.  After  night-fall  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  fell  back,  whilst 
our  troops  held  their  position  until  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
when  orders  were  received  to  return  to  our  former  camp,  which  was 
reached  about  7 o’clock. 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  30. 
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The  casualties  on  the  26th  were  1 man  killed  and  3 wounded  in  the 
Fourteenth  New  York;  3 killed,  22  wounded,  and  4 missing  in  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  and  1 killed  and  2 wounded  in  the  Ninth  Massachu- 
setts, making  an  aggregate  of  36. 

About  9 a.  m.  of  the  27th  the  brigade  received  orders  to  fall  back 
and  take  ])Osition  on  the  east  side  of  Gaines’  Creek,  which  point  was 
readied  about  10  o’clock.  The  urgency  of  the  movement  rendered  the 
destruction  of  our  commissary  stores  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
necessary  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  a number  of  wagons  belonging  to  the  brigade  train  being  at  the 
White  House.  The  Ninth  Massachusetts,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Cass,  was  ordered  by  General  Morell  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  and 
prevent  his  crossing  at  Gaines’  Mill,  which  duty  was  gallantly  per- 
formed. The  enemy  crossing  above  the  mill  in  force.  Colonel  Cass  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  gradually  to  the  line  occupied  by  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade. 

About  12  m.  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts, posted  on  the  right,  and  made  a fierce  attack.  The  Ninth  as 
a regiment  received  the  onslaught  with  steadiness  and  repulsed  it. 
The  extreme  left  wavered  for  a moment,  but  soon  recovered  its  place. 
The  Fourteenth  New  York  was  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth 
and  the  Fourth  Michigan  some  distance  to  the  left  of  the  Fourteenth. 
The  right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  was  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  this  time,  but  nobly  and  repeatedly  drove  him  back  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Skillen,  of  the  Fourteenth, 
was  here  mortally  Avounded.  The  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania,  which 
had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  moved  up  to  support  the  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  after  delivering  a volley  w as  pushed  forward  by  its  gal- 
lant colonel  at  a charge  bayonet.  Colonel  Black  was  instantly  killed 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  during  the  charge.  The  right  wing  of  the 
Fourteenth  and  the  Ninth  and  the  Sixty-second  held  their  position  in 
the  wood,  resisting  repeated  attacks  by  fresh  troops  of  the  enemy,  until 
they  were  relieved  by  Newton’s  brigade  and  ordered  to  fall  back. 
About  6 o’clock  the  Sixty-second,  having  received  a fresh  supply  of  am- 
munition, was  gallantly  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sweitzer  to  support 
the  troops  on  our  left.  In  this  advance  Colonel  Sweitzer  was  badly 
wounded  and  left  on  the  field.  The  left  wing  of  the  brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  New 
York,  under  command  of  Colonel  McQuade,  held  its  position  until  late 
in  the  evening,  but  was  forced  to  retire  after  the  troops  on  the  left  of 
tlie  line  gave  way. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here  that  the  artillery,  by  order  of 
General  Porter  and  under  my  direction,  opened  fire  upon  the  ene- 
my advancing  upon  our  left,  but  it  Avas  too  late.  Our  infantry  had 
already  commenced  to  fall  back,  and  nothing  being  left  to  give  con- 
fidence to  the  artillerymen,  it  Avas  impossible  to  make  them  stand  to 
their  Avork.  The  brigade  Avas  rallied  and  formed  in  its  proper  order 
near  the  hospital,  where  it  remained  until  2 o’clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, Avhen  it  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and  encamped  near  general 
headquarters. 

Our  loss  in  the  battle  was  as  folloAvs : Killed,  96;  wounded,  354; 
missing,  136 — an  aggregate  of  586. 

About  2 o’clock  p.  m.  June  28  the  brigade  left  this  point  and  marched 
to  White  Oak  Swamp,  Avhere  it  encamped  for  the  night,  moAung 
the  next  morning  tow^ard  Turkey  Island  Bridge,  Avhich  Avas  reached 
about  10  o’clock  a.  m.  June  30.  The  men  bivouacked  in  a wood  for  a 
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few  hours,  when  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  Malvern 
Hill,  a battle  being  in  progress  on  our  front  and  left.  The  Ninth  and 
Sixty- second  were  moved  to  the  front  to  suj^port  batteries  in  the  wheat 
field,  the  Fourteenth  and  the  Fourth  being  held  in  reserve.  A rebel 
battery  on  our  left  opened  fire  and  killed  a sergeant  in  the  Fourth 
Michigan  and  slightly  wounded  one  man  in  the  Fourteenth  'New  York. 
The  regiments  lay  upon  their  arms  and  retained  their  relative  positions 
during  the  night.  Shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  July  1 the 
Fourth  Michigan  was  moved  up  to  relieve  the  Eighty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania in  supporting  our  batteries  in  position  on  the  left.  The  Four- 
teenth Nev7  York  was  posted  on  the  hill  commanding  the  Eichmond 
road  to  protect  the  left  flank,  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  and  Sixty-second 
retaining  their  original  positions. 

About  8 o’clock  General  Porter  placed  the  artillery  under  my  com- 
mand. It  was  supported  on  the  right  by  Couch’s  division.  Not  far 
from  10  o’clock  the  enemy  advanced  two  brigades  in  front  of  Couch’s 
right,  approaching  so  close  as  to  throw'  their  musket  balls  into  our  bat- 
teries, but  by  a quick  concentration  of  the  fire  of  the  four  batteries  on 
the  field  they  were  soon  repulsed.  About  two  hours  afterward  the 
enemy  attempted  an  advance  upon  our  extreme  left  with  what  appeared 
to  be  two  brigades,  forming  in  the  open  field,  but  the  same  artillery  fire 
caused  him  to  break  and  retreat  in  the  greatest  disorder.  An  hour, 
perhaps,  after  this  the  enemy  attempted  the  same  maneuver  near  our 
right  and  along  the  road  by  which  the  troops  came  up,  but  w'as  again 
handsomely  repulsed  by  our  artillery  fire,  leaving  a stand  of  colors 
on  the  field,  which  fell  into  our  hands.  Here  Couch’s  right  wing  ad- 
vanced and  drove  the  enemy  far  through  the  wood.  The  batteries 
engaged  were  Captains  Edwards’  and  Livingston’s  Third  U.  S.  Artillery, 
four  Parrott  guns  each ; Battery  H,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Kingsbury,  six  Parrott  guns;  Battery  A,  Fifth 
IT.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Ames,  six  light  12-t>ounders,  and  three  guns 
of  Weeden’s  Ehode  Island  and  two  of  Fifth  Massachusetts,  under 
command  of  Lieutenants  Waterman  and  Hyde.  The  batteries  were 
excellently  served.  The  greatest  coolness  and  bravery  were  displayed 
by  officers  and  men,  and  my  only  regret  is  my  inability  to  mention  the 
officers  by  name. 

After  this  a sharp  fire  was  kept  up  by  skirmishers  and  artillery  until 
5.30  o’clock,  when  the  enemy  made  his  final  and  fiercest  attack  on  our 
left.  The  artillery  continued  its  effective  fire  until  the  enemy  arrived 
within  a few  yards  of  our  batteries,  when  the  supporting  regiments — 
Fourth  Michigan,  Colonel  Woodbury;  Ninth  Massachusetts,  Colonel 
Cass,  and  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania,  Captain  Hull — gallantly  moved 
forward  and  repulsed  him.  But  a fresh  force  making  its  appearance 
both  on  left  and  right,  the  regiments  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  being 
relieved  by  the  Twelfth  New  York,  Forty -fourth  New  York,  and  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania.  Five  times  were  the  colors  of  the  Sixty-second 
cut  down  and  as  often  determinedly  raised  and  rescued,  the  last  time 
being  picked  up  by  an  officer  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York,  who  deliv- 
ered them  to  Cayffiain  Hull  upon  the  demand  of  a sergeant  of  Company 
]_)  of  his  regiment.  The  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  left  the  field  with 
its  colors  flying.  The  handsome  manner  in  wffiich  the  Fourth  Michigan 
stood  its  ground  and  the  good  order  in  which  it  retired  from  the  field 
w'as  the  subject  of  comment  among  all  who  witnessed  it.  The  gallant 
Colonel  Woodbury  fell  dead  urging  his  men  on  to  victory.  The  Ninth 
Massachusetts  well  maintained  the  reputation  it  has  ever  borne,  the 
colonel  being  dangerously  wounded.  The  Fourteenth  New  York  was 
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moved  from  its  first  position  to  resist  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  who  was 
endeavoring  to  turn  oiir  left  flank,  and  exposed  to  a most  deadly  fire, 
which  it  withstood  without  flinching  during  the  entire  engagement, 
repulsing  the  enemy  three  times.  The  Fourteenth  was  not  relieved, 
hut  held  its  position  on  the  field  of  battle  until  2 o’clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  the  entire  army  was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows : Killed,  79;  wounded,  414;  missing, 
38;  an  ggregate  of  531.  During  the  cannonade  of  the  enemy  on  the 
3d  of  July  2 men  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  were  wounded.  An 
accurate  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  be  found  in  the 
accom])anying  statements  of  regiments.  No  language  could  do  justice 
to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men.  The  evidence  of 
their  courage  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  missing,  a majority  of  whom  it  is  but 
fair  to  suppose  were  left  on  the  field  disabled.  The  men  received  but 
one  day’s  rations  from  the  27th  of  June  to  the  2d  of  July,  yet  they 
made  no  complaints,  but  endured  the  hardships  of  the  march  patiently, 
and  fought  in  every  engagement  with  the  courage  and  impetuosity  of 
fresh  troops. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  if  it  omitted  a proper  recognition 
of  the  valuable  services  of  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieut. 
C.  B.  Mervine,  and  Lient.  W.  G.  Lowry,  aide-de-camp.  Their  bravery 
in  action,  alacrity  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  and  unfaltering  endur- 
ance of  the  fatiguing  march  are  worthy  of  the  greatest  praise. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  GEIFFIN, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 

Capt.  E.  T.  Auchmuty, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  128. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield.,  V.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Meclianicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill.,  engagement  at 
Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Butterfield’s  Brigade,  Morell’s  Division, 

Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.,  July  [2J,  1862. 
Captain  : I respectfully  report  the  following  general  account  of  the 
movements  and  actions  of  the  brigade  which  1 have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand since  the  26th  of  June: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  June,  between  3 and  4 o’clock  p.  m., 
I was  ordered  by  General  Morell  to  proceed  with  my  brigade  on  the 
road  toward  Old  Church,  by  Cold  Harbor,  and  take  a strong  position 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  there.  A subsequent  order  directed  me 
luit  to  go  very  far,  but  to  assume  a strong  position,  if  one  could  be 
found.  I arrived  at  Cold  Harbor  and  found  Brigadier-General  Cooke, 
U.  S.  Army,  in  command  of  a force  of  cavalry.  In  pursuance  of  direc- 
tions of  General  Porter,  received  there,  I halted  my  brigade  and  assumed 
command  of  the  whole  force  and  made  dispositions  to  resist  an  attack, 
placing  skirmishers  in  front,  disposing  the  infantry  in  two  lines,  cavalry 
in  reserv^e,  and  directed  patrols  to  be  sent  out  2 or  3 miles  in  advance 
and  on  all  the  roads  ax)proaching  the  position. 
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I had  but  fairly  made  these  dispositions  when  I was  ordered  to  return 
and  report  to  General  Morell,  near  the  camp  of  General  Porter,  on  the 
Mechanicsville  road.  On  leaving  my  position  I directed  General  Cooke 
to  remain  at  Cold  Harbor  until  receiving  orders  from  General  Porter, 
and  notified  General  Porter  thereof.  While  on  the  march  to  the  posi- 
tion ordered  by  General  Morell  I received  orders  to  halt  in  the  vicinity 
of  General  MorelPs  old  camp,  near  Gaines’  house,  and  await  orders. 
After  remaining  until  nearly  dark  at  this  point,  wliile  General  Morell 
w^as  with  the  balance  of  the  division  engaged  with  the  enemy  near 
Mechanicsville,  General  Porter  ordered  me  to  move  up  in  the  rear  of 
the  regular  infantry  near  his  camp  and  encamp  in  line  of  battle,  which 
was  done. 

At  3 a.  m.  on  the  27th  I received  orders  from  General  Porter  to 
detail  a regiment  to  remove  by  hand  the  heavj^  guns  in  battery  near 
Hogan’s  house  to  a point  on  the  hill  near  Watts’  and  Adams’  houses, 
east  of  Hr.  Gaines’  house,  on  the  Gaines’  Mill  creek,  to  guard  them 
with  my  brigade,  and  take  up  a position  on  the  hills  east  of  Dr.  Gaines’ 
house  across  the  ravine,  and  to  hold  that  position  during  the  passage 
of  Generals  McCall’s  and  Martindale’s  troops  to  the  rear.  In  compliance 
with  these  orders  I posted  my  brigade  on  the  hill,  with  the  battery 
assigned  to  me,  the  battery  commanding  Gaines’  house,  the  approaches 
to  the  hill  and  valley  in  that  direction,  the  brigade  supporting  it. 

Subsequently,  at  about  5 a.  m..  General  Porter,  in  company  with 
General  Barnard,  directed  me  to  take  up  a new  position  in  the  rear  of 
the  one  last  mentioned,  in  the  ravine  in  front  of  Watts’  house,  with  the  » 
left  resting  on  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy ; to  leave  the  battery  on 
the  hill  where  it  had  been  stationed  until  the  passage  of  all  of  our  troops 
and  the  flying  artillery  guarding  the  rear ; then  to  bring  the  battery 
back,  destroying  all  bridges.  This  was  all  successfully  and  properly 
accomplished,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rice,  Forty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  field  officer  of  the  day,  who  had  charge 
of  the  destruction  of  the  bridges. 

The  following  was  the  disposition  of  my  brigade:  Eighty- third  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  on  the  creek,  with  its  right  connecting  with  General 
Martindale’s  left  (First  Michigan  Regiment);  Forty-fourth  New  York 
to  the  left  and  on  the  same  line  of  Eighty-third;  Twelfth  New  York 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  the  Eighty-third ; 
Sixteenth  Michigan  back  of  crest  of  hill,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  the 
Forty -fourth ; Allen’s  Fifth  Massachusetts  Battery  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  my  position,  so  situated  as  to  be  used  at  any  point  of  the  line  I might 
wish  ; skirmishers  from  the  Eighty-third  and  Forty-fourth  Regiments, 
together  with  the  sharpshooters  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  were  thrown 
well  forward  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  commanding  our  entire  lines.  These 
skirmishers  throughout  the  day  ])erformed  their  duties  in  a manner  to 
merit  my  entire  satisfaction,  successfully  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
and  only  retreating  when  attacked  by  two  or  three  regiments  of  the 
enemy.  For  the  names  of  the  gallant  oflicers  Tvho  commanded  the  line 
of  skirmishers  so  bravely  and  so  well  I refer  to  tfie  regimental  reports 
of  the  Eighty-third  and  Forty-lburth  Regiments. 

The  first  attack  of  the  enemy  in  force  on  my  brigade  took  place  at 
about  2.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  it  having  been  preceded  by  a like  attack  on  the 
right  and  center  of  the  general  line.  So  soon  as  it  began  I ordered  a 
section  of  Allen’s  battery  to  take  a position  opposite  to  and  fire  through 
an  interval  in  the  woods  commanding  the  hill  in  front  of  my  center. 
Their  fire*proved  very  destructive  to  the  assaulting  column.  Finding 
that  my  front  line  would  successfully  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  I ordered 
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the  Twelfth  jS'ew  York  and  Sixteenth  Michigan  to  the  right  in  support 
of  General  Martiudale’s  left;  but.  as  the  result  iiroved,  their  services  were 
not  needed  there  and  they  returned. 

The  second  attack  of  the  enemy,  preceded  as  in  the  first  one  by  an, 
attack  on  the  right  and  center,  took  i)lace  at  about  5.30  o’clock  p.  in. 
and  was  more  severe,  but  so  far  as  the  result  is  concerned  met  with  a 
like  reception  and  repulse.  I brought  forward  my  two  reserves  and 
had  the  whole  of  my  force  engaged.  Constant  information  was  brought 
me  from  the  skirmishers  of  any  change  in  the  enemy’s  position.  I was 
thus  enabled  to  anticipate  every  assault.  The  Seventh  Kegiment  Penn- 
sylvania Eeserve  Corps  was  once  sent  to  mj^  assistance  but  was  not 
used,  and  subsequent!}",  at  the  request  of  Colonel  McQuade,  sent  to  his 
support,  and  while  on  the  way  stopped  by  General  Martindale  to  assist 
him. 

At  the  third  and  last  assault,  which  took  jilace  shortly  after  6 p.  m., 
and  which  seemed  simultaneous  throughout  the  whole  line,  all  four  of 
my  regiments  were  engaged,  occupying  the  iiositious  as  first  noted. 
Finding  the  pressure  terribly  severe  ui)on  General  Martindale’s  line,  I 
moved  a portion  of  my  command  by  the  flank  to  his  support,  changing 
the  front  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  partially  to  assist  in  resist- 
ing the  attack  on  General  Martindale’s  front,  and  moving  the  Twelfth 
by  a flank,  with  the  hope  and  endeavor  to  hold  in  check  the  enemy, 
who  by  their  vastly  superior  strength  and  their  overiiowering  re-enforce- 
ments of  fresh  troops  had  succeeded  in  breaking  a portion  of  General 
Martindale’s  line  without  disgrace  to  any  portion  of  his  command;  for 
no  men  could  ever  have  fought  better,  braver,  or  more  determinedly. 
In  moving  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  by  the  right  flank  a portion  of  the 
regimen  gave  way,  the  balance  remaining  firm,  with  the  greater  portion 
of  my  brigade,  until  surrounded  and  outflanked.  At  this  time  fell  the 
gallant  Colonel  McLane,  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  regiment;  also 
Major  Naghel. 

The  various  movements  of  the  different  portions  of  my  command  in 
detail  are  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders  in- 
closed herewith. 

Finding  it  useless  to  attempt  longer  to  hold  the  ground,  every  effort 
was  made  to  form  a new  line  in  the  rear  and  gradually  withdraw  the 
brigade  under  cover  of  the  batteries  on  our  right.  Twice  did  the 
greater  portion  of  the  command  form  and  deliver  a fire  with  a bravery 
and  gallantry  worthy  of  better  success  while  the  enemy  pursued  hotly 
in  overpowering  numbers.  Finding  from  the  position  and  condition  of 
my  command,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  I ordered  Major 
Vegesack  to  withdraw  the  left  in  as  good  order  as  possible  and  place 
it  in  condition  of  safety.  The  enemy  had  cut  my  line  while  1 was 
endeavoring  to  rally  those  that  had  broken  from  my  right  and  from  the 
left  of  General  Martindale.  So  emboldened  were  the  enemy  by  their 
success  in  getting  on  all  sides  of  my  command,  that  a regiment  sent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  Eighty-third,  demanding  their  surrender.  This 
was  indignantly  refused,  and  the  regiment  expended  its  last  round  of 
ammunition  in  fighting  its  way  out.  A large  portion  of  these  succeeded 
in  forming  in  good  order  on  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  batteries,  and  with 
other  fragments  of  commands,  aided  by  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  Cap- 
tain Hoyt,  and  Major  Webb,  of  the  regular  artillery,  and  Colonel  Eob- 
erts.  Second  Maiue,  two  good  lines  of  troops  were  formed  with  some 
degree  of  precision.  The  firing  of  the  artillery  closed  the  scene  and 
saved  us  all  from  destruction. 
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Too  mucli  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  artillery  practice  of  General 
Smithes  command  across  tbe  Chickahominy  upon  the  overpowering 
masses  of  the  enemy  thrown  upon  our  left.  The  fire  of  General  Smith’s 
artillery  upon  the  masses  was  deadly  and  precise  and  was  of  material 
■ assistance  to  us,  silencing  a battery  planted  by  the  enemy  in  the  orchard 
near  Gaines’  house  about  noon. 

I know  not  how  properly  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  my 
own  personal  staff.  They  were  everywhere  i)resent  in  time  of  need, 
behaving  with  the  greatest  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Fisher  received  a 
mortal  wound  while  carrying  an  order  to  the  Eighty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  The  conduct  of  Captain  Hoyt  and  Major  Vege- 
sack  throughout  the  day  for  their  courage,  gallantry,  and  coolness 
ill  the  trying  scenes  at  the  close  of  the  fight  was  most  admirable.  I 
cannot  too  highly  speak  of  their  personal  bravery.  Major  Welch,  of 
the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  and  Major  Barnum,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York, 
Volunteers  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance  throughout  the  entire 
fight,  exposing  themselves  to  danger  carrying  orders  and  bringing  in- 
formation with  unsurpassed  coolness  and  bravery.  Lieutenant  Living- 
ston also  did  good  service,  making  strong  endeavors  to  rally  the  troops 
when  broken  and  driven  by  the  enemy.  I shall  take  another  time  and 
pay  a fitting  tribute  to  the  services  and  memory  of  Colonel  McLaiie 
and  Major  Naghel  and  Lieutenant  Fisher  and  all  the  officers  who 
gave  their  lives  for  their  country  on  this  hard-contested  field. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eice,  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  behaved 
with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  bravery,  and  I would  recommend  his 
promotion  to  the  command  of  his  regiment,  made  vacant  by  the  resig- 
nation of  his  colonel.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eichardson,  of  the  Twelfth 
New  York  Volunteers,  with  a large  proportion  of  his  regiment,  added 
credit  and  honor  to  their  name  and  reputation.  Colonel  Stockton,  of 
the  Sixteenth  Michigan  (too  sick  really  for  duty  and  now  missing), 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Euehle  and  Major  Welch,  behaved  well  and 
deserve  credit.  All  my  officers  and  men,  with  a very  few  exceptions, 
behaved  in  the  most ‘admirable  manner.  I should  like  to  speak  more 
at  length  of  many  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  but  I must 
leave  these  details  to  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders.  En- 
feebled by  the  extreme  heat  and  a return  of  the  weakness  and  illness 
from  which  1 have  been  suffering  for  some  time,  I am  admonished  that 
I must  rest  and  remain  quiet,  that  I may  be  ready  again  to  answer  any 
call.  I must  trust  to  a future  report  of  the  action  of  July  1 to  make  a 
general  resume  of  the  whole  and  endeavor  to  do  justice  to  all.  I will 
send  ill  regimental  reports  as  fast  as  received.  Much  interesting  detail 
and  valuable  information  of  the  iirogress  of  the  action  will  be  gathered 
from  them.  I am  not  able  now  to  write  more. 

Eespectfully, 

DANL.  BUTTEEFIELD, 

. Brigadier-  Q eneral. 

Capt.  E.  T.  Auohmuty,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Harrison’’ s Landing.,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 

Captain  : In  continuation  of  the  part  of  my  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  from  tlie  26th  of  June  to  the  2d  of  July  I 
would  state  that  the  left  of  the  brigade  (separated  from  the  right,  as 
indicated  in  my  last  report)  was  conducted  across  the  Chickahominy 
on  the  night  of  the  27tli  to  the  camii  of  General  iSniith  by  Lieutenant- 
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Colonel  Eice,  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  senior  officer 
in  command,  by  orders  from  me,  sent  through  Major  Vegesack,  of  my 
staff.  At  General  W.  F.  Smith’s  camp  thej*  received  every  attention 
and  kindness  from  that  officer,  which  I desire  sincerely  to  acknowledge. 
Such  portions  of  the  right  as  I had  been  able  to  keep  in  good  order 
rested  for  the  night  on  the  hill  at  the  hospital  near  Woodbury’s  Bridge, 
on  the  battle-field.  Subsequently  the  whole  command  were  moved  by 
order  of  General  Porter  at  about  daylight  across  the  Ohickahominy 
to  the  Trent  farm,  the  old  headquarters  of  General  McClellan. 

On  Saturday,  by  order  of  General  Morell,  two  of  my  regiments  were 
sent  out  on  outpost  duty  in  front  of  the  position  then  held  by  the 
corps.  Subsequently  the  whole  command  were  recalled  and  marched 
to  Savage  Station  and  from  there  to  White  Oak  Swamp,  nothing 
worthy  of  note  occurring  on  the  march.  The  brigade  encamped  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  corps  without  tents,  blankets,  or  rations,  and  marched 
at  an  early  hour  next  day  (Sunday.  29th),  and  took  position  on  the 
Charles  City  road  to  repel  any  attacK  from  that  direction.  At  8 p.  m. 
it  moved  out  with  the  rest  of  the  division  some  6 miles  and  back, 
arriving  at  the  vicinity  of  the  former  camp  at  daybreak.  The  line  of 
march  was  taken  np  toward  James  River  at  6 a.  m.  Monday,  30tl), 
arriving  and  going  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  and  rear  of  Malvern  Hill 
at  10  a.  m. 

On  Monday  afternoon  we  received  orders  to  move  to  a position  on 
Malvern  Hill  in  front  of  the  Malvern  house,  supporting  some  bat- 
teries of  General  Sykes’  division  or  General  Griffin’s  brigade,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  render  expedient.  The  enemy  opened  fire  with  a 
battery  from  the  woods  on  the  left  of  that  position,  which,  though  for 
a time  sending  many  shell  among  us,  caused  no  loss.  General  Griffin 
sent  to  me  for  a regiment  to  support  him  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
Eighty -third  Pennsylvania  was  sent  to  him  and  remained  with  him 
overnight,  returning  next  morning.  The  balance  of  the  brigade  slept 
on  their  arms  that  night.  In  the  morning,  at  about  8 o’clock,  we  took 
a position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  Quaker  road, 
behind  the  i)rivate  road  crossing  it,  with  orders  to  support  General 
Martindale,  and  if  he  captured  any  prisoners  to  take  charge  of  them. 

About  noon,  apprehending  an  attack  from  the  enemy  in  large  force 

upon  the  i)Osition  held  by  General  Griffin,  near  Mr. ’s  house  and 

the  junction  of  the  road  and  private  road,  my  brigade  was  formed,  by 
General  Morell’s  order,  in  close  column  in  two  lines  in  the  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Martiudale’s,  and  lay  for  a long  time,  suffering  a severe  artillery 
fire  by  the  enemy,  which  killed  and  wounded  several  of  my  command. 
Shortly  after  this  disposition  the  enemy  oiiened  a severe  fire  of  shell, 
canister,  grape,  and  round  shot  from  different  batteries  on  his  right  and 
left,  which,  for  the  most  part,  converged  in  the  vicinity  of  this  open 
s[)ace.  The  brigade  for  a long  time  and  with  great  patience  endured 
this  artillery  fire.  Many  of  its  soldiers  were  wounded,  yet  that  spirit 
of  calmness  and  firmness,  arising  from  discipline,  but  worthy  of  older 
and  more  experienced  troops,  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  ranks. 
This  patient  endurance  of  such  a severe  converging  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery  confidently  assured  me  on  what  determination  I might  rely 
when  the  fortunes  of  the  day  should  call  the  brigade  from  passive  to 
active  dut3\ 

1 at  once  endeavored  to  thoroughly  acquaint  myself  with  the  nature 
of  the  ground  in  front,  and,  if  possible,  the  threatening  disposition 
which  the  enemy  was  continually  making  of  his  own  forces.  For  this 
purpose  1 rode  to  the  front  frequently  and  personally  gained  the  knowl- 
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edge  required,  and  often  communicated  tlie  same  to  the  general  com- 
manding the  corps  hy  orderlies  furnished  me  for  that  purpose.  I was 
greatly  assisted  in  this  duty  by  the  invaluable  services  of  Major  Bar- 
num  and  Captain  Hoyt. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  General  Couch’s  left  would  require  sup- 
port. I visited  General  Couch  and  consulted  with  him.  His  opinion 
corresponding  with  mine,  I informed  him  that  1 would  assist  him  in 
case  of  necessity.  I also  advised  the  general  commanding  the  corps 
to  that  eflect.  On  receipt  of  this  dispatch  General  Porter  ordered  Col- 
onel Caldwell’s  brigade  to  report  to  me  for  such  disposition  as  I might 
deem  necessary.  I ordered  this  brigade  to  remain  in  reserve  on  Gen- 
eral Couch’s  left  and  rear  and  report  to  him  for  orders.  The  enemy 
now  attacked  our  line  with  renewed  vigor,  and  advanced  with  the 
design  of  capturing  our  batteries  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  General 
Couch  sent  by  an  orderly  to  me  for  further  support.  I immediately 
ordered  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  and  Sixteenth  Michigan  to  the 
point  of  junction  of  the  Fifth  Corps  with  General  Couch’s  left.  The 
result  of  this  disposition  of  these  two  regiments  is  fully  set  forth  in  the 
official  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  to  which  I would  call 
the  attention  of  the  commanding  general. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  throwing  large  forces  on 
our  front  and  left  with  a resolution  to  flank  us,  and  thus  decide  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  The  struggle  became  along  the  front  and  left 
desperate  on  both  sides.  Sensible  of  the  im])ortance  of  the  moment, 
advising  the  general  commanding  the  corps  of  my  actions  in  the 
premises,  the  brigade  stationed  in  front  of  mine  not  moving,  I deter- 
mined to  and  did  order  the  Forty-fourth  N^ew  York  to  advance  in  line 
of  battle,  cross  the  field  in  front,  and  relieve  a portion  of  General  Grif- 
fin’s command,  whose  ammunition  seemed  to  be  exhausted,  and  to  charge 
the  enemy  with  the  Eighty-third  Regiment.  At  the  same  time  1 di- 
rected the  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers  to  advance  to  the  left  and 
check  the  approach  of  the  enemy  and  relieve  the  Fourth  Michigan. 
The  gallantry  with  which  these  two  regiments,  joined  by  the  Eighty- 
third  on  their  right,  obeyed  this  order  under  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy 
is  faithfully  set  forth  in  the  respective  rei)orts  of  their  commanding 
officers.  The  Forty-fourth  Ne^v  York  and  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania 
were  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
who  witnessed  their  heroic  conduct. 

The  ammunition  of  my  command  was  exhausted,  and  we  were  re- 
lieved by  the  Irish  Brigade  and  some  troops  of  General  Sykes.  The 
Sixteenth  Michigan  picketed  the  battle-field  after  victory  had  crowned 
the  efibrts  of  our  arms.  At  the  close  of  the  fight  and  its  decision  in  our 
favor,  with  the  permission  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps  I 
placed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richardson,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, senior  officer  present,  in  conjinand  of  the  brigade,  who  marched 
it  by  direction  of  General  Morell  to  Harrison’s  Landing,  where  it  arrived 
at  about  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  July.  I followed  it  a short 
time  after,  and  assumed  command  on  my  arrival  there.  The  Seventeenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Lansing,  which  had  been  detached  on 
the  26th  for  temporary  service  with  General  Stoneman,  now  rejoined  the 
command. 

The  events  of  the  2d  of  July  were  without  interest,  other  than  the 
heroism  and  devotion  shoAvn  by  the  men  and  their  promptness  to  resist 
an  expected  attack,  after  the  seven  days  of  duty  reported  herein,  some 
of  the  time  without  food,  in  the  midst  of  mud  and  rain  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  describe. 
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I would  especially  commend  to  the  most  favorable  notice  the  conduct 
of  the  following-named  officers  of  my  brigade : Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kichardson,  commanding  the  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Eice,  commanding  Forty-Fourth  New  York  Volunteers; 
Colonel  Euehle,  commanding  Sixteenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  Major 
Welch,  of  the  same  regiment ; Captain  Campbell,  commanding  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ; Captain  Conner,  Company  F,  Forty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers  ; Captain  Fowler,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Oliver,  of  the  same  regiment.  I especially 
desire  to  recommend  Sergt.  W.  J.  Whittich,  of  the  Eighty- third  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  who  had  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery  be- 
fore my  troops  became  engaged,  and  who  in  the  midst  of  the  action, 
while  a South  Carolina  regiment  had  piled  up  their  dead  to  shel  ter 
them  from  the  fire  that  our  troops  were  pouring  into  them,  rushed  for- 
ward in  advance  of  the  charge,  seized  the  enemy^s  colors,  and  brought 
it  to  me.  Other  names  covering  instances  of  most  meritorious  conduct 
will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders.  I would 
also  call  attention  to  the  invaluable  services  rendered  me  during  the 
day  by  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt,  and  by 
Major  Bariium,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day  acted  as  my  aide,  and  at  the  close  led  his 
regiment  into  the  fight  and  to  the  charge,  and  was  severely  wounded 
while  thus  engaged.  His  conduct  was  most  praiseworthy.  Privates 
Eobert  Mannle  and  Charles  Guyer,  Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers, 
musicians,  accomiianied  me  during  the  engagements  as  buglers.  Their 
devotion  and  courage  deserve  special  commendation. 

It  is  with  a mingled  feeling  of  sorrow  and  pride  that  I close  this 
report.  The  plains  of  Hanover,  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy,  the 
heights  of  Malvern  are  wet  with  the  blood  of  the  gallant  dead  of  this 
brigade.  The  list  of  casualties  is  inclosed  herewith.*  They  need  no 
comment  from  me. 


Capt.  E.  T.  Auchmtjty, 

Assistcmt  Adjutant- General, 


DANL.  BUTTEEFIELD, 

Brigadier- General, 


No.  129. 

Report  of  Col,  T,  B,  W,  Stochton,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry^  of  the 

battle  of  Gaines*  Mill, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  18, 1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  your  communication,  dated  Headquar- 
ters Fifth  Army  Corps,  August  14,  1862,  informing  me  that  the  com- 
manding general  desires  to  receive  a copy  of  the  report  of  my  opera- 
tions on  the  27th  June  as  soon  as  I shall  be  able  to  make  it  out,  I hereby 
submit  the  same : 

Having  returned  from  Eichmond  only  the  day  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  your  note  sick  and  unfit  for  duty,  and  the  army  being  ordered  to 
move  on  that  day,  I was  unable  to  comply  until  my  arrival  here,  and 
now,  having  no  data  as  to  the  exact  casualties,  my  report  will  neces- 
sarily be  brief,  and  limited  to  the  operations  only  of  the  27th  up  to  the 

Embodied  in  statement,  p.  30. 
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time  I was  captured,  leaving  all  omissions  to  be  supplied  by  the  reports^ 
of  my  lieutenant-colonel  and  General  Butterfield,  the  latter  of  whom 
being  present  knows  the  part  I performed  in  the  bloody  battle. 

I deem  it  proper  here  to  state  that  for  some  days  previous  to  the 
26th  of  June  I was  unwell  and  under  medical  treatment,  so  much  sa 
that  when  the  order  was  received  for  the  regiment  to  march  both  Gen- 
eral Butterfield  and  my  surgeon  urged  me  strongly  to  go  to  the  hospital 
rather  than  the  field,  notwithstanding  which  I accompanied  my  regi- 
ment to  Cold  Harbor,  where  it  was  first  marched,  and  thence  toward 
Mechanics^dlle,  bivouacking  with  it,  and  again  on  the  27th  to  the 
field  finally  chosen  for  the  battle.  Up  to  this  time  my  lieutenant- 
colonel  had  exercised  the  command,  but  after  that  I resumed  the  com- 
mand and  exercised  it  all  day.  I am  particular  as  to  this  fact,  inas- 
much as  I have  seen  editorials,  which  have  remained  uncontradicted  by 
the  major,  that  he,  the  major,  ‘Ged  his  regiment  in  all  the  recent  fights^ 
Colonel  Stockton  having  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  very  beginning  of 
the  Gaines’  Mill  battle  5 ” a statement  entirely  false.  My  regiment  acted 
as  a reserve  to  the  brigade,  and  was  posted  some  150  or  more  yards  to 
the  rear  of  the  line  in  the  open  field  and  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  resting 
sometimes  in  line,  sometimes  in  column,  usually  lying  down,  but  ready 
to  move  at  any  moment.  The  slope  of  the  hill  partially  protected  my 
men  from  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  but  exposed  them  much  more  to  the 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun. 

My  regiment  occupied  this  position  until  somewhere  near  3 o’clock 
p.  m.,  when  the  skirmishing  beginning  intimated  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching.  It  grew  louder  and  nearer,  and  soon  the  battle  began  in 
good  earnest  along  our  whole  front.  The  enemy’s  artillery  opened 
with  shot  and  shell,  evidently  trying  to  drive  us  from  the  shelter  of  the 
woods  where  our  line  was  posted. 

After  thus,  as  it  were,  feeling  of  us,  the  enemy  made  a strong  demon- 
stration to  force  our  lines  along  the  Second  Brigade.  It  was  then  that 
General  Butterfield  ordered  my  regiment  to  move  to  the  support  of  that 
point.  My  regiment  was  immediately  deployed  and  most  gallantly 
charged,  thereby  sustaining  our  line  and  compelling  the  enemy  to  fall 
back.  My  regiment  immediately  returned  to  its  position  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  the  brigade,  remaining  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and 
nearer  to  our  line.  It  was  whilst  here  that  Captain  Carr  was  kMled 
and  some  4 or  5 men  mortally  wounded.  Soon  afterward  I moved  my 
regiment  more  to  the  left  and  in  rear  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment,  the 
extreme  left.  General  Butterfield  usually  directed  all  these  movements 
and  changes,  being  present  and  actively  overseeing  every  change. 

During  all  this  the  firing  was  kept  up,  at  times  raging  fierce  and  hot. 
After  remaining  in  this  last  position  perhaps  an  hour  or  more,  the  firing 
kept  increasing  and  the  enemy  evidently  concentrating  on  our  center, 
my  regiment  was  directed  to  again  move  to  the  right,  to  support,  if 
necessary,  any  part  of  the  line.  It  was  whilst  I was  so  doing  that  the 
enemy  forced  our  line  somewhere  between  the  First  and  Second  Bri- 
gades. General  Butterfield  was  standing  near  me  when  I called  his 
attention  to  our  flying  troops.  He  immediately  mounted  his  horse,  the 
better  to  enable  him  to  oversee  his  brigade. 

Our  lines  once  broken,  the  troops  kept  giving  way,  thus  permitting 
the  enemy  to  enter  and  outflank  those  who  stood  firm.  Perceiving 
this,  I had  faced  my  regiment  to  the  rear  for  the  purpose  of  falling 
back  more  under  the  hill  and  save  being  flanked,  when  Major  Barnum, 
of  the  Twelfth  New  York,  and  field  officer  of  the  day,  rode  up  to  me 
and  urged  that  I would  hold  on  a few  minutes  longer,  as  he  hoped  the 
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enemy  would  be  driven  back.  I thereupon  faced  my  regiment  about 
again  and  resumed  firing.  Immediately  afterward  Major  Welch  came 
to  me  and  stated  that  if  I remained  there  a minute  longer  we  would  be 
all  cut  to  pieces — that  the  enemy  were  close  upon  us  in  overwhelming 
force.  I thereupon  again  faced  my  regiment  to  the  rear,  still  intending 
to  fall  back  fighting,  but  I had  no  sooner  given  the  command  to  march 
than  all  started  in  double-quick,  leaving  me  at  once  in  the  rear,  and 
regardless  of  my  command  to  halt.  Most  ran  off  for  the  bridge  over 
the  Ghickahominy.  Manj^  sought  the  timber-land  along  the  river.  Be- 
lieving those  seeking  the  bridge  would  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  I,  with 
many  others,  gained  the  timber,  hoping  to  cross  in  some  way,  but  after 
struggling  all  night  through  mud  and  water  we  were  suddenly  captured 
just  after  daylight  on  Saturday  morning  and  immediately  sent  on  to 
Eichmond.  As  soon  as  I return  to  my  regiment  and  can  procure  facts 
I will  further  report,  in  case  the  details  have  not  already  been  made. 
Yery  respectfully, 

T.  B.  W.  STOCKTON, 
Colonel  Sixteenth  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


No.  130. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Y.  Buehle,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry of  the 
battle  of  Gaines^  Mill^  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge^  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Bill. 

Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  James  Eiver,  Ya., 
s July  5,  1862. 

General  : In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  I hereby  transmit 
a report  of  the  movements  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry  since 
June  26: 

On  that  day  between  2 and  3 o’clock  p.  m.  orders  came  for  the  regi- 
ment to  strike  tents  and  have  everything  loaded  and  the  wagons  sent 
at  once  over  the  Ghickahominy  to  General  McClellan’s  headquarters, 
and  also  to  form  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  and  await  orders.  The 
orders  soon  came  to  move  with  the  brigade  toward  Old  Church  to 
oppose  the  enemy,  said  to  be  advancing  from  the  northward.  Line  of 
battle  was  formed  at  Gold  Harbor,  this  regiment  forming  in  rear  of  the 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  but  orders  soon  came  to  return  at  once  to 
Gaines’  Mill,  which  was  done,  and  the  regiment  moved  into  its  old  camii 
near  that  point  and  stacked  arms,  but  was  soon  after  ordered  to  move 
with  the  brigade  toward  Mechanicsville,  where  a heavy  fight  was  taking 
place.  Here  the  regiment  halted  for  the  night,  after  moving  about  half 
a mile. 

At  daylight  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  moved  back  toward  Gaines’ 
house,  guarding  to  that  point  a battery  of  32-pounder  guns.  Here  it 
turned  to  the  left  and  formed  in  line  behind  Allen’s  Massachusetts  bat- 
tery, but  the  position  of  the  brigade  was  soon  after  changed  by  moving 
to  the  rear  and  behind  a ravine  about  800  yards  distant.  Here  the  reg- 
iment formed  into  line  in  rear  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York,  but  was 
soon  moved  about  150  yards  to  the  rear  and  behind  the  slope  of  the 
hill,  to  shelter  it  from  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Its  first  position  was  in 
line  of  battle,  which  was  soon  after  changed  to  double  column  at  half 
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distance  and  changed  direction  by  the  right  flank,  and  lay  down  to 
await  orders.  About  noon  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers  in  front  grew 
louder  and  near,  and  continued  at  intervals  until  about  2 p.  m.,  when 
the  battle  opened  directly  in  front  with  great  fury  and  soon  became 
general  along  the  whole  line.  Soon  after  this  the  regiment  was  ordered 
by  the  general  to  change  direction  by  the  left  flank  and  deploy  and  ad- 
vance to  a fence  in  front  and  to  the  right,  and  immediately  after  to  charge 
over  the  hill  to  the  support  of  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade  (Martin- 
dale’s),  but  soon  after  fell  back  to  its  old  i)osition,  from  which  it  was 
soon  moved  up  to  support  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  two  com- 
panies (B  and  F)  were  moved  to  the  left,  and  took  x)osition  on  the  left 
of  the  Forty-fourth  in  the  rifle  pits.  The  regiment  then  moved  to  the 
left,  but  soon  returned  and  was  stationed  in  the  road  directly  behind 
the  Twelfth  and  Eighty-third  and  afterward  moved  to  the  left  and  took 
position  directly  behind  the  Forty-fourth  ]New  York.  All  the  move- 
ments were  executed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Butter- 
field himself,  who  was  present,  and  at  every  x^art  of  his  line,  directing 
and  superintending  everything  under  a terrible  fire  of  musketry  and 
artillery. 

After  remaining  here  nearly  an  hour  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
move  by  the  right  flank  to  support  the  right  of  the  brigade,  which  was 
severely  pressed  and  exposed  to  a flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  now  broken  through  the  line  to  the  right  of  our  brigade  and  were 
driving  the  regiments  on  our  right  in  disorder  before  them.  The  regi- 
ment moved  up  to  the  right  under  a terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  pouring  over  the  hill  upon  us.  The  regiment  was  now  halted, 
fronted,  and  poured  its  fire  into  the  rebel  ranks  at  close  range.  It  then 
fell  back  a short  distance,  halted,  fronted,  and  firing,  and  so  continued 
doing  across  a small  ravine  and  to  another  about  400  yards  from  its 
first  position.  It  was  now  exposed  to  a tremendous  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery,  pouring  in  grape,  canister,  and  shell.  Here  the  colors  of 
the  regiment  were  planted  on  the  bank  of  the  ditch  by  Major  Welch, 
and  the  regiment  rallied  around  it  and  fired  12  or  15  rounds,  when  Major 
Yegesack,  of  General  Butterfield’s  stall*,  brought  orders  to  move  the  reg- 
iment back  up  the  hill  to  4ts  old  position.  The  order  was  received  by 
Major  Welch,  who  gallantly  led  it  back  up  the  hill,  where  it  remained 
until  forced  back  down  the  hill  and  over  the  low  ground  and  into  the 
bridge  by  overwhelming  forces.  It  fell  back  slowly  and  in  good  order, 
but  its  loss  was  very  great.  Indeed,  the  greatest  loss  sustained  by  the 
regiment  that  day  was  after  its  second  advance.  The  bridge  had  already 
been  destroyed,  but  the  regiment  crossed  the  swamps  and  j:eached  the 
opposite  side  shortly  after  dark  that  night,  when  it  camx^ed,  but  sep- 
arated so  that  it  was  not  all  together  again  until  morning,  when  it  took 
up  its  line  of  march  for  General  McClellan’s  headquarters  and  thence 
to  Savage  Station.  Its  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  220 — 
49  killed,  116  wounded,  and  55  missing.*  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
most  of  those  reported  missing  were  killed  or  wounded,  since  only  those 
were  reported  killed  or  wounded  who  were  known  to  be  such. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  V.  EUEHLE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Forter^s  Division. 


* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  30. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry, 
Harrison^ s Landing^  James  River ^ 7a.,  July  6,  1862. 

Captain  : In  recounting  the  liistory  of  the  regiment  on  the  30th  of 
June  and  1st  of  July  I shall  go  back  no  farther  than  the  afternoon  of 
the  first-mentioned  day.  We  were  in  camp,  selected  that  morning,  just 
beyond  what  is  known  as  the  Malvern  estate,  when  orders  came  to  move 
back  over  the  road  we  came  to  that  place.  This  we  did  about  4 o^clock 
in  the  afternoon,  taking  our  position  in  rear  of  a battery,  with  orders 
to  support  it.  We  were  in  column  doubled  on  the  center  just  below 
the  summit  of  the  hill  when  General  Butterfield  led  us  to  the  crest,  and 
the  battalion  was  deployed  under  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy^s  rifled 
pieces,  the  arms  stacked,  and  the  men  ordered  to  lie  down.  We  re- 
mained in  this  iiosition  a quarter  of  an  hour  or  more,  when,  the  enemy’s 
firing  growing  less,  we  were  again  placed  in  double  column  at  half 
distance,  about-faced,  and  marched  to  the  rear  farther  down  the  hill. 
Directly  afterward  we  changed  direction  by  the  right  flank  and  marched 
farther  out  on  the  road  in  rear  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers as  their  support.  In  this  position  we  remained  all  night  and 
until  a portion  of  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day  had  gone  by. 

The  enemy’s  artillery  opening  upon  our  right,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  toward  a belt  of  woods  that  skirted  the  field  upon  the  east, 
upon  which  we  lay  and  through  which  a small  stream  ran.  On  the 
other  side  of  which  woods,  about  200  yards  distant,  was  a good  road, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  the  stream.  We  were  deployed  on  the 
left  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  threw  a platoon  of 
our  rifle  company,  Brady’s  Sharpshooters,  Captain  Dygert,  out  as  skir- 
mishers through  the  woods  to  cover  our  front.  In  this  position  we 
remained  until  about  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  when  we  again  moved  to  the  left 
up  to  the  road  in  double  column,  with  orders  to  support  the  Eighty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  were  150  yards  in  advance.  The 
country  here  was  quite  undulating,  which  would  seem  to  protect  our 
men  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  fire,  but  the  cross-fire  from  their  guns 
was  exceedingly  severe,  and  some  of  our  men  were  killed  and  wounded 
by  solid  shot  and  shell. 

Toward  6 o’clock  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  the  brow  of 
a hill  500  yards  in  advance,  to  the  support  of  a battery  just  on  the  left 
of  the  road.  This  was  done  under  a bitter  fire  of  shell  and  spherical 
case-shot,  wounding  several  men.  As  we  advanced  up  the  slope  of 
the  hill  in  line  of  battle  the  left  of  the  battalion  passed  over  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  were  lying 
down  200  yards  in  rear  of  the  caissons.  We  advanced  until  the  line 
was  halted  between  the  guns  and  caissons,  breaking  file  to  the  rear  for 
ammunition  to  pass  through,  where  we  remained  until  the  battery  was 
out  of  ammunition,  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  they  lim- 
bered up  and  withdrew,  and  we  opened  fire.  Some  of  the  men  helped 
to  carry  ammunition,  and  two  of  our  men  took  the  places  of  wounded 
artillerymen  on  the  second  section  of  the  battery,  and  did  good  service 
until  they  were  no  longer  needed.  The  battery  we  supported  was 
Wolcott’s  Maryland  battery.  Our  men  and  officers  received  high 
praise  from  the  officers  of  the  battery  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  sustained  under  a galliug  fire  of  musketry.  Another  battery, 
under  Colonel  Hunt,  I believe,  coming  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  with- 
drawn, we  ceased  firing,  after  having  fired  about  40  rounds,  and  moved 
by  the  right  flank  to  tlie  rear. 

Meanwliile  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  had  moved 
to  the  front  on  the  left  of  the  line  parallel  with  the  one  we  had  just 
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fallen  back  from  and  opened  fire.  The  battery  that  had  just  taken  its 
place  was  supported  by  the  First  Michigan  Volunteers.  The  enemy^s 
firing  had  by  this  time  nearly  ceased  or  was  only  fitfully  continued, 
and  directly  stopped  altogether.  Our  musketry  and  artillery  played 
for  half  an  hour  later.  It  was  now  9 o’clock  p.  m.  and  after.  We  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Porter  to  remain  on  the  field  and  support 
a battery  that  was  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  cover  our 
front  with  a line  of  pickets  connecting  with  those  on  our  right.  General 
Sickles’  brigade,  and  those  on  our  left,  the  First  Michigan.  Company 
A,  Captain  Barry,  was  detailed  for  this  service. 

At  about  1 o’clock  a.  m.,  by  the  order  of  General  Couch,  our  picket 
line  was  withdrawn,  and  the  regiment  moved  back  and  joined  the 
brigade,  which  was  found  on  the  field  of  June  30  on  its  line  of  march 
to  the  rear.  Our  loss  in  killed  was  2 ; in  wounded,  37  j missing,  3. 
During  the  whole  of  both  days  General  Butterfield  was  ever  among  us, 
cheeriug  the  men  and  inciting  them  to  deeds  of  bravery  by  his  cool- 
ness and  valorous  daring.  We  all  love  him,  and  tnly  hope  that  we 
may  be  able  to  follow  him.  Captains  Brockway,  Elliott,  and  Martin; 
Lieutenants  Prentiss,  Fuller,  Brown,  and  Dill;  Sergeant-Major  Kydd 
and  Sergeant  Chittuck,  of  Company  B;  Cook,  of  Company  A,  and 
Jewett,  of  K,  all  displayed  true  courage  and  the  right  spirit  in  the 
right  place.  They  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  y.  EUEHLE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment, 

Oapt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  131. 

Reports  of  Lieut,  Col,  Robert  M,  Richardson^  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines'’  Millj  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill, 

Headquarters  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Gamp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir  : At  my  first  leisure  moment  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
the  26th  day  of  June  last,  at  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  (Colonel  Weeks 
being  sick),  I broke  camp  near  Watts’  house,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  and  in  company  with  the  whole  brigade,  excepting  the 
Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  went  to  meet  the  enemy.  This 
regiment  was  538  strong.  After  a severe  and  devious  march  we  biv- 
ouacked near  Mechanicsville  in  support  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserves. 
At  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  fell  back  to  the  hills  east  of 
Dr.  Gaines’  house,  where  we  liiade  a stand  to  await  the  enemy.  Our 
regiment  was  posted  on  the  summit  of  a hill  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  occupied  a ravine  some 
25  feet  below  us.  At  11  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  the  skirmishers  of  the 
enemy  made  their  appearance  on  the  opposite  hill,  and  soon  after  a 
sharp  engagement  commenced  on  our  right,  where  General  Martindale’s 
brigade  was  posted,  and  as  the  skirmishers  on  our  immediate  front 
fell  back  I changed  front  to  the  right,  by  order  of  General  Butterfield, 
to  support  General  Martindale.  The  enemy,  however,  coming  forward 
in  force  on  our  front,  I resumed  my  first  position  and  opened  fire  di- 
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rectly  over  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania.  The  engagement  was  spir- 
ited and  lasted  some  forty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  retired  behind  the 
hills  with  great  loss. 

At  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  came  on  again  and  was 
again  repulsed  with  still  greater  loss,  this  engagement  being  of  about 
the  same  duration.  At  6 o’clock  he  renewed  the  attack,  and  for  an 
hour  and  a half  the  battle  raged  fiercely  along  our  entire  line.  The 
enemy  was  evidently  in  greatly  superior  numbers.  Brigade  after  bri- 
gade of  fresh  troops  poured  down  upon  us  from  the  opposite  hills,  but 
at  about  7.30  o’clock  the  enemy  gave  way  on  our  front  and  inclined  to 
their  left,  bearing  down  in  overwhelming  numbers  upon  General  Mar- 
tindale.  Our  men  were  beginning  to  fire  to  the  right  oblique,  when  the 
right  of  my  regiment  was  broken  by  the  First  Michigan  Volunteers 
falling  back  through  it.  General  Martindale’s  brigade  having  fallen 
back,  the  enemy  occupied  the  hill  on  our  right  where  General  Martin- 
dale’s  brigade  had  been  posted,  and  was  evidently  designing  to  cut  us 
off.  The  Eighty-third  had  filed  out  of  the  ravine  to  our  left  and  taken 
position  out  of  the  woods  on  our  rear.  Some  of  the  companies  on  the 
right  of  my  regiment  were  in  disorder,  owing  to  the  First  Michigan 
breaking  through  our  lines,  and  I was  rallying  and  aligning  them  at  the 
time  Major  Barnum  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  our  regiment 
was  alone  and  that  we  were  nearly  surrounded.  I gave  the  order  to 
fall  back.  A portion  of  the  regiment  on  the  left  formed  on  the  right  of 
the  Eighty-third  and  Forty-fourth  and  returned  again  into  the  woods, 
uDder  the  direction  of  General  Butterfield,  and  checked  for  a while  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  and  afterward  fell  back  under  the  command  of 
Major  Bamum,  Captains  Eandall,  Fowler,  and  Hoagland,  and  crossed 
the  Ohickahominy  above  Woodbury’s  Bridge.  The  other  portion  of  the 
regiment  gathered  around  the  colors.  Captains  Wood  and  Huson  rally- 
ing them,  and  until  1.30  o’clock  served  as  a support  to  a battery  at 
How’s  house,  when  by  order  they  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Wood- 
bury’s Bridge.  I was  with  this  portion  of  the  regiment. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  11  killed,  66  wounded,  and  54  miss- 
iug.  The  whole  battle  and  all  the  movements  of  our  regiment  were 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  general,  whose  soldierly,  confi- 
dent bearing  as  he  rode  along  our  lines  gave  encouragement  and  spirit 
to  my  entire  command,  and  I can  hardly  give  any  information  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  the  men  not  already  known  to  him, 
as  he  witnessed  the  behavior  of  all,  but  I cannot  omit  to  say  that  the 
officers  generally  behaved  handsomely  and  were  constantly  encoura- 
ging their  men  to  a vigorous  fight.  The  gallantry  of  Major  Barnum 
gave  life  and  spirit  to  all.  Captains  Eandall  and  Hoagland,  though 
sick  in  camp  (our  devious  march  had  brought  us  back  near  to  camp), 
hearing  the  firing,  joined  the  regiment  and  did  good  service  in  the  en- 
gagement and  retreat.  Captains  Wood,  Huson,  and  Fowler,  Lieuten- 
ants Estes,  Behan,  Auer,  and  Smith  acted  bravely.  There  were  many 
instances  of  real  bravery  exhibited  by  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  but  I cannot  mention  them  by  name  now,  but  will  do  so 
when  appointments  are  to  be  made. 

Allow  me  here  to  mention  with  approbation  the  conduct  of  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Hilton,  who,  after  riding  up  and  down  the  ranks  en- 
couraging the  men,  dismounted,  took  a musket,  went  into  the  ranks, 
and  did  good  service  as  a soldier.  It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  notice 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Major  Welch,  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  who 
held  his  men  steady  under  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  woods,  and  who  after- 
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ward  advanced  them  with  some  of  my  own  men  under  Captain  Ean- 
dall  against  the  enemy,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  brigade. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  EIGHAEDSON, 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  Twelfth  New  YorTc  Vols,,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
Gamy  near  Harrison^ s Landing^  Fa.,  July  6, 1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  5 o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  June  30,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  General  Butterfield,  I moved 
this  regiment  (407  strong)  from  the  wheat  field  overlooking  the  James 
Eiver,  where  the  gunboat  Galena  lay,  back  about  1 mile  to  the  Mal- 
vern Hills.  We  lay  ujjon  our  arms  during  the  night  in  support  of  our 
advanced  forces.  On  the  morning  of  July  1 our  whole  brigade  was 
moved  farther  to  the  left,  and,  as  I understood,  to  the  extreme  left  of 
our  forces.  We  lay  upon  our  arms  during  the  entire  day,  taking  no 
active  part  in  the  engagement  until  6 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  though 
3 or  4 of  our  men  were  wounded  by  pieces  of  shell  during  the  heavy 
cannonading  that  was  going  on  at  various  intervals  throughout  the 
day. 

At  6 o’clock  this  regiment,  with  the  entire  brigade,  except  the  Seven- 
teenth New  York  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and,  as  I suppose^ 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  turning  our  left  flank.  Our  front  was  at  first 
toward  the  left  of  our  general  line,  but  no  enemy  being  discovered  in 
that  direction,  we  changed  front  to  our  general  front  and  moved  for- 
ward. My  regiment  had  to  march  through  very  dense  woods,  full  of 
brambles,  that  impeded  our  progress  and  broke  our  line,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  road  that  led  to  the  left  in  rear  of  Griffin’s  battery  and  General 
Martindale’s  brigade  I halted  and  dressed  my  line  and  again  moved 
forward,  but  finding  two  regiments  in  front  in  support  of  the  batteries, 
and  desiring  to  set  the  regiment  to  immediate  work,  I moved  it  by  the 
left  flank  down  a ravine  in  front  of  a house  in  view  on  the  left,  with 
the  design  of  advancing  upon  a hill  beyond  the  ravine  and  go  into  the 
engagement.  In  the  ravine  1 found  the  Fourth  Michigan  Volunteers, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Eandolph,  Colonel  Woodbury  having 
been  killed  there.  That  regiment,  having  expended  their  ammunition, 
were  holding  that  position  and  receiving  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  front  without  any  ability  to  return  the  fire,  and  upon 
doubling  their  files  we  charged  through  them  up  the  hill  and  drove  the 
enemy  back  into  his  rifle  pits  at  short  musket-range  beyond.  Major 
Barnum  leading  the  left  wing  and  myself  the  right  wing,  the  Fourth 
Michigan  cheering  our  men  on  and  some  of  them  joining  us. 

For  about  an  hour  we  continued  our  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Griffin’s 
battery  on  our  right  came  to  our  assistance,  and  by  7.30  o’clock  the 
enemy  was  completely  silenced,  and  at  8 o’clock  I withdrew  the  regi- 
ment in  rear  of  the  battery,  and  at  10.30  o’clock  returned  to  the  position 
occupied  during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  having  taken  27  prisoners, 
whom  I sent  to  the  provost  guard.  There  I found  the  other  regiments^ 
of  the  brigade,  and  at  2 or  3 o’clock  at  night  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  this  place. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  and  on  the  summit  of  the  hill  the 
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gallant  and  lamented  Barnum  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  cheering 
on  ©ur  men  to  victory.  The  color-bearers  of  the  enemy  fell  four  times 
during  the  engagement  from  our  fire,  and  at  one  time  he  displayed  the 
American  colors.  Our  officers  and  men  exhibited  great  coolness  and 
courage  during  the  fight.  Captains  Wood,  Fowler,  Boot,  Hoagland,  and 
Huson  rendered  important  service,  and  seemed  to  redouble  their  eiforts 
after  the  fall  of  the  major,  who  was  the  life  of  all.  Captain  Fowler 
aided  me  very  much  in  encouraging  the  men,  continually  passing  along 
the  lines  from  right  to  left.  Captain  Root  was  wounded  during  the 
action.  Lieutenants  Ludden,  Stanton,  Behan,  Clark,  Bates,  Smith,  and 
May  behaved  handsomely,  and  were  constantly  at  their  posts.  Our 
loss  during  the  engagement  was  11  killed,  55  wounded,  and  4 missing. 

I had  entertained  very  serious  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  taking 
the  regiment  so  far  to  the  left  without  direct  orders,  but  I was  greatly 
relieved  from  any  embarrassment  the  next  morning  by  the  assurance  of 
a general  of  division  that  our  taking  of  that  hill  had  tended  very  mate- 
rially to  save  the  fortunes  of  the  day  by  preventing  the  enemy  from 
turning  our  left  flank,  and  if  I erred  may  I hope  the  error  will  be  over- 
looked in  consideration  of  the  good  service  the  regiment  did  in  the  field. 
Blackburn’s  Ford  had  fixed  a stain  ui^on  the  reputation  of  the  regiment 
and  every  one  was  determined  to  wipe  it  out.  The  same  general  that 
censured  there  commended  here.  Throughout  both  days,  and  particu- 
larly when  the  heaviest  cannonading  was  going  on,  the  activity  and 
spirit  of  our  general  gave  life  and  confidence  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command,  and  wherever  he  rode,  out  or  in,  watching  the  progress 
of  the  fight,  his  presence  was  hailed  by  the  men  with  enthusiasm. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  RICHARDSON, 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  Tivelfth  New  Yorlc  Vols.y  Commanding, 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Washinoton,  D.  C.,  March  25,  1863. 
General:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment New  York  Volunteers  is  not  one  of  the  regiments  not  in  your 
own  brigade  that  came  under  your  command  at  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill,  July  1,  1862,  I beg  leave  to  say  that  shortly  after  6 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  and  just  as  I emerged  with  that  regiment  from 
the  woods  and  reached  the  road  that  passed  in  rear  of  your  brigade,  I 
halted  the  regiment  in  the  road  and  went  to  the  right  in  search  of  Gen- 
eral Butterfield.  Not  seeing  him  I reported  to  you  for  orders,  whom  I 
found  mounted  near  the  road  with  your  brigade.  I informed  you  that 
I had  been  separated  from  General  Butterfield’s  other  regiments,  and 
asked  if  I should  move  directly  forward.  You  replied  that  you  held 
that  front  with  youi*  brigade,  and  directed  me  to  take  in  my  regiment 
farther  to  the  left,  indicating  the  position,  which  I obeyed.  I make 
this  statement  in  justice  to  you,  as  1 suppose  I should  have  done  in  my 
report  of  the  actions  of  my  regiment  at  that  memorable  battle. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  M.  RICHARDSON, 

Late  Lieutenant- Colonel  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Martindale,  Military  Governor,  &c. 
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Reports  of  Col,  Henry  S.  Lansing^  Seventeenth  New  York  Infantry^  of 
operations  June  25-July  2. 

Harrison’s  Landing,  July  2, 1862. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  special  orders  detailing  this  regiment 
upon  special  service  I reported  to  General  Stoneman  midnight  25th 
ultimo.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  him  I was  with 
the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  at  Old  Church  by  7 o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th.  General  Stoneman  arrived  with  his  command  at  10  a.  m. 
In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  him  I moved  my  command  to 
the  point  where  the  branch  roads  intersect  the  main  road  to  Eichmond 
via  Mechanicsville,  in  which  direction  the  enemy  was  reported  advanc- 
ing. Colonel  Barnes,  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  arriving  about 
noon  via  Mechanicsville,  and  the  enemy  having  been  reported  ap- 
proaching by  the  Old  Church  road,  under  the  instructions  of  General 
Stoneman  I sent  him  there  with  his  command  to  support  a section  of 
Gibson’s  battery. 

Later  in  the  day,  hearing  the  enemy  were  between  us  and  Mechan- 
icsville, under  General  Stoneman’s  instructions  I left  Major  Hayes, 
with  four  comiianies  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  to  support  a sec- 
tion of  Gibson’s  battery,  the  rest  of  the  command  falling  back  and 
taking  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  a stream,  about  half  a mile  dis- 
tant from  Old  Church  and  on  the  bluff  of  the  ravine  through  which  the 
stream  ran.  Throwing  out  a heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

Before  daylight  on  Friday  morning  we  were  under  arms.  We 
remained  in  this  position,  listening  to  the  heavy  battle  waging  in  our 
rear  until  about  Ip.  m.,  when  General  Stoneman  received  orders  to 
fall  back  to  White  House.  Major  Hayes,  with  his  four  companies  and 
a squadron  of  cavalry,  forming  the  rear  guard,  made  a rapid  march, 
arriving  at  Tunstall’s  Station  inside  of  four  hours. 

Major  Hayes,  with  a section  of  battery,  was  left  to  defend  the  bridge 
below  Tunstall’s  Station,  with  orders  to  destroy  it  after  our  cavalry 
scouts  and  pickets  should  have  come  in.  Colonel  Barnes  and  the  bal- 
ance of  his  command  bivouacked  in  the  valley  to  supx)ort  Major  Hayes 
in  case  of  an  attack.  The  Seventeenth,  with  two  sections  of  the  battery, 
with  the  cavalry  not  on  duty,  were  posted  to  the  left,  on  the  high  bluff 
which  commands  the  valley  and  approaches.  In  this  position  we  re- 
mained during  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  28th,  I sent  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Bartram,  with  four  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  to  Tunstall’s 
Station,  with  orders  to  retire  only  in  the  presence  of  a superior  force. 
Soon  after  noon  the  enemy  were  reported  within  half  a mile  of  Tunstall’s 
Station,  with  a force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  on  both  sides  of  the  road. 
The  cavalry  scouts  reported  them  advancing  over  the  hill. 

General  Stoneman,  feeling  assured  that  our  forces  had  fallen  back 
across  the  Chickahominy,  ordered  the  command  to  fall  back  on  White 
House.  Colonel  Barnes,  supporting  the  battery,  retired  by  the  Valley 
road,  while  the-  Seventeenth  covered  their  right  flank  along  the  bluff. 
Upon  arriving  at  White  House  the  work  of  destruction  of  all  stores  re- 
maining was  begun.  When  it  was  completed.  General  Stoneman  hav- 
ing directed  me  to  embark  the  infantry,  I sent  Colonel  Barnes  on  board 
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the  transport  Vanderbilt.  The  Seventeenth  I embarked  on  the  gun- 
boats j Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram,  with  three  companies,  on  board 
the  Marblehead  5 Major  Grower,  with  three  companies,  on  board  the 
Chocura,  whilst  I,  with  the  four  remaining  companies,  embarked  on 
board  the  Sebago.  General  Stoneman,  with  the  cavalry  and  light  bat- 
tery, left  the  vicinity  of  the  White  House  at  9 p.  m.  on  Saturday,  and 
by  a forced  march  reached  Yorktown  on  Sunday.  The  gunboats  re- 
mained in  the  vicinity  of  White  House  until  Sunday  afternoon,  a por- 
tion of  the  Seventeenth  landing  on  Sunday  morning  to  complete  the 
work  of  destruction,  and  having  a brush  with  the  enemy ^s  skirmishers, 
their  force  showing  themselves  upon  the  plain,  composed,  apparently, 
of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  two  of  cavalry,  and  a light  horse  battery. 
In  this  affair  I had  2 men  wounded,  1 seriously,  the  other  slightly,  and 
left  at  Fortress  Monroe. 


Dropping  down  to  Cumberland,  we  waited  until  all  transports  had 
left  and  what  remained  destroyed,  and  came  to  anchor  for  the  night  at 
West  Point.  All  the  property  here  was  shipped,  with  the  exception  of 
8 army  wagons  and  18  head  of  cattle,  on  shore  near  the  old  battle- 
ground. I put  on  board  the  Sebago  35,000  rounds  of  ball-cartridge, 
calibci  .58,  which  I found  on  shore  at  West  Point.  It  still  remains  on 
board  the  Sebago,  now  on  James  Eiver.  Just  before  daylight  Monday 
morning  the  enemy’s  signal  rockets  were  seen  abreast  of  us,  opposite 
West  Point,  and  their  advanced  cavalry  patrol  on  Monday  afternoon 
within  9 miles  of  Yorktown.  At  noon  on  Monday,  all  transports 
having  dropped  down  the  river,  the  gunboats  followed  in  the  rear,  all 
coming  to  anchor  at  Yorktown.  At  this  place  I went  on  shore  to  com- 
municate with  General  Stoneman  ; found  he  had  left  for  the  Fortress, 
leaving  orders  for  me  to  follow  and  report  to  General  Dix. 

The  companies  on  board  the  Marblehead  and  Chocura  I transferred 
to  the  transport  Catskill,  remaining  on  board  the  Sebago  myself  with 
four  companies ; came  to  anchor  at  Hampton  Eoads  about  10  p.  m.  The 
next  morning,  on  reporting  to  General  Dix,  I was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  my  command  up  the  James  Eiver  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  where  I 
would  receive  orders.  Colonel  Bnrnes,  with  his  command,  remained 
on  board  the  Vanderbilt.  The  Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers  I 
transferred  from  the  gunboat  Sebago  and  transport  Catskill  to  the 
transport  Kennebec.  After  getting  provisions  and  obtaining  blankets, 
shelter-tents,  and*  haversacks  for  those  lost  on  the  march,  proceeded 
up  the  river,  and  rejoined  our  division  Wednesday  at  5 o’clock  p.  m. 

As  my  command  went  light,  the  men’s  knapsacks  were  left  in  camp, 
and  all  destroyed  at  the  battle  of  Friday  last.  The  baggage  of  nearly 
all  my  officers  was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons  on  the  retreat  to  this  point. 
Four  wagons  and  one  ambulance  arrived  here  in  safety  with  the  rest  of 
the  train  from  the  Chickahominy.  Two  wagons  and  one  ambulance 
which  were  with  my  command  on  the  expedition  to  the  White  House 
went  through  with  General  Stoneman’s  command  and  arrived  at  For- 
tress Monroe  in  safety,  where  I directed  them  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
quartermaster’s  department. 

I inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram  and 
Major  Grower.  Colonel  Barnes  has  not  yet  sent  in  his. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Stoneman  I have  made  my  report  direct. 
Verv  respectfully, 

H.  S.  LANSING, 

Colonel  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

llarrisorCs  Landing,  Fa.,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir:  At  11  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  25th  of  June  last  I received  an 
order  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Stoneman  at  Major-General  Por- 
ter’s headquarters.  Arriving  after  midnight,  I was  directed  to  report 
to  General  Stoneman  at  his  headquarters.  Eeporting,  General  Stone- 
man  informed  me  that  I was  to  accompany  him  on  “an  expedition  to 
check  Jackson’s  advance,”  having  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  uoder 
Brigadier-General  Emory,  a light  battery,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry 
(the  Seventeenth  Kew  York  Volunteers  and  Eighteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Barnes),  and  that  the  infantry  would  be  under  my 
command,  as  senior  in  rank.  He  ordered  me  to  be  at  Old  Church  with 
. the  infantry  as  soon  after  daylight  as  possible.  Getting  my  regiment 
immediately  under  arms,  witli  ammunition  and  rations,  I reached  Old 
Church,  via  Cold  Harbor,  soon  after  6 o’clock  a.  m.  General  Stone- 
man, with  the  cavalry  and  battery,  arrived  about  10  a.  m.  By  his 
orders  I moved  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  up  to  the  junction  of  the 
road  from  Hanover  and  the  turnpike  to  Eichmond  which  crosses  the 
Chickahominy  at  Mechanicsville.  Here  two  sections  of  the  battery 
were  put  in  position,  one  having  been  left  at  Old  Church.  I sent  my 
pioneers  to  destroy  a bridge  on  the  Hanover  road. 

Between  12  m.  and  1 p.  ni.  Colonel  Barnes,  with  the  Eighteenth 
Massachusetts,  arrived  by  the  Mechanicsville  road,  having  taken  a 
wrong  direction,  coming  by  the  way  of  that  village.  The  cavalry  scouts 
brought  frequent  information  of  tbe  enemy’s  cavalry  being  in  our  front. 
One  report  arriving  with  Colonel  Barnes  that  a large  force  of  cavalry 
was  coming  by  Old  Church,  I sent  Colonel  Barnes  there  at  once,  when 
he  took  up  position.  The  fight  at  Mechanicsville,  the  26th  of  June,  was 
distinctly  heard,  and  as  the  enemy  were  evidently  in  the  rear  of  our  left. 
General  Stoneman  ordered  me  to  fall  back  to  the  junction  occupied  by 
Colonel  Barnes  at  Old  Church,  and  just  before  dark  a mile  farther 
back  on  the  Cold  Harbor  road,  where  we  took  up  position  for  the  night, 
having  a ravine  and  small  stream  in  our  front,  the  bridge  over  the 
latter  being  destroyed.  Toward  morning  a dispatch  was  received  by 
General  Stoneman  from  General  Porter  that  “our  troops  had  held  their 
ground  the  26th  instant,  but  had  fallen  back  to  a new  line  on  Gaines’ 
Mill  and  Cold  Harbor,  General  Stoneman’s  command  holding  the  ex- 
treme right.” 

The  whole  command  was  kept  under  arms,  as  they  had  been  during 
the  night.  The  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill  commenced,  and  we  anxiously 
waited  information.  About  1 o’clock  p.  m.  General  Stoneman  received 
an  order  from  General  Porter  and  one  from  General  McClellan,  direct- 
ing him  to  fall  back  upon  White  House.  The  larger  portion  of  the 
cavalry,  under  General  Emory,  started  at  once,  the  battery  following, 
the  Seventeenth  New  York  flanking  it  on  the  right  and  the  Eighteenth 
Massachusetts  on  the  left  of  the  road,  followed  by  a rear  guard  of  cav- 
alry. As  we  started  a large  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  reported 
in  sight  of  Old  Church. 

Our  hue  of  march  was  just  in  rear  of  the  field  of  battle,  the  shells 
bursting  within  800  yards  of  the  road  we  were  marching  upon.  The 
march  was  rapid  and  the  day  hot.  Many  men  were  left  behind  from 
partial  sun-stroke,  nearly  all  of  whom  came  into  camp  before  daylight. 

We  arrived  at  Tunstall’s  Station  about  5 p.  m.  A section  of  the  bat- 
tery and  four  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  under  Major 
Hayes,  took  up  position  for  the  night  at  the  bridge  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  about  1 mile  below  Tunstall’s.  Colonel  Barnes  with  the  balance 
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of  his  regiment  bivouacked  within  supporting  distance.  Two  sections, 
with  the  Seventeenth  New  York  as  support,  took  up  their  position  on 
the  commanding  bluff  where  Major-General  McClellan  had  his  head- 
quarters in  the  forward  movement,  the  cavalry  a little  in  our  rear. 
General  Stoneman  had  cavalry  patrols  and  pickets  posted  on  all  the 
roads  leading  to  our  position. 

At  daylight  I sent  ‘Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram  with  200  men  to 
TunstalFs  Station.  One  train  of  cars  passed  up  the  road  early  in  the 
morning.  Soon  after  stragglers  began  to  arrive,  and  gave  us  the  first 
knowledge  of  the  result  of  the  action  the  day  before,  the  27th.  General 
Stoneman  sent  for  a locomotive  and  attempted  to  run  up  the  road,  but 
the  pickets  brought  information  that  the  enemy  had  Dispatch  Sta- 
tion, and  were  moving  in  force  down  the  railroad.  A note  from  Colonel 
Ingalls,  quartermaster,  informed  General  Stoneman  that  he  had  received 
a dispatch  from  the  rebels  stating  that  they  were  after  us.  General 
Stoneman,  General  Emory,  and  myself  then  consulted  together  as  to 
our  best  line  of  action,  and  it  was  determined,  at  the  suggestion  of 
General  Stoneman,  to  cut  our  way  through  by  Long  Bridge  and  join 
our  forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

Orders  were  sent  calling  in  alDour  pickets  and  scouting  parties. 
Before  they  arrived  another  note  came  from  Colonel  Ingalls,  stating  that 
all  our  forces  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  that  the  enemy  had 
at  least  60,000  men  between  us  and  that  stream ; also  stating  that  he 
could  furnish  transportation  for  1,200  men.  General  Stoneman  at  once 
ordered  the  command  to  fall  back  upon  White  House.  Colonel  Barnes 
with  the  battery  took  the  Yalley  road.  I,  with  the  Seventeenth,  kept  on 
the  hill  flanking  the  valley  on  the  right.  General  Emory  covered  the 
rear  and  left  flank.  Arriving  at  the  White  House,  I stacked  arms  and 
served  my  men  with  a spirit  ration.  General  Casey  was  at  the  house 
with  General  Stoneman  when  word  came  that  the  rebel  cavalry  ad- 
vance were  in  sight.  General  Stoneman  at  once  mounted  and  moved 
out  upon  the  plain  to  cover  the  embarkation. 

Under  Colonel  Ingalls’  direction,  and  Colonel  Morris’,  of  the  Ninety- 
third  New  York  Volunteers,  the  torch  was  applied  to  the  public  prop- 
erty. The  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  and  Ninety-third  New  York  em- 
barked upon  transports.  The  Seventeenth  New  York  I divided  and 
sent  on  board  the  gunboats : Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram  with  three 
eompanies  on  board  the  Marblehead,  Major  Grower  and  three  com- 
panies on  board  the  Chocnra,  four  companies  on  board  the  Sebago, 
making  my  own  headquarters  on  board  the  latter  vessel;  afterward 
sent  a sergeant  and  15  men  on  board  the  Currituck.  By  dark  all  the 
transports  had  gone,  leaving  the  gunboats.  At  9 p.  m.  General  Stone- 
man telegraphed  a farewell,  and  started  for  Yorktown,  with  the  cav- 
alry and  the  battery,  arriving  there  the  next  day,  Sunday,  29th  instant, 
at  3 p.  m.  The  conflagration  was  magnificent,  but  sad ; it  lighted  up 
the  whole  country,  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  coming  near  the 
shore,  as  they  could  be  seen.  The  White  House  mansion  was  burned 
by  an  incendiary — as  I am  informed,  a private  of  the  Ninety -third  New 
York  Volunteers — not  by  any  order. 

At  daylight  29th  instant  some  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  hav- 
ing erept  on  the  bank,  began  an  annoying  fire  upon  the  Marblehead. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram  landed  some  men,  and  while  a portion 
with  the  boat’s  crew  apx)lied  the  torch  to  property  not  yet  destroyed 
he  deifloyed  20  men  as  skirmishers  and  drove  their  sharpshooters  to 
the  woods.  Within  500  yards  of  the  woods  two  regiments  of  infantry 
opened  fire  upon  his  party,  thus  showing  their  i)ositions.  The  Marble- 
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head  opened  fire  from  her  11-inch  gun,  and  a few  shell  drove  them  out 
of  sight.  Our  skirmishers  retired  to  the  boats  in  safety.  A negro  ac- 
companying the  party  was  the  only  one  shot.  Captain  Wilson,  of  the 
Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  had  stationed  himself  in  the  cross- 
trees  as  a lookout,  the  bank  being  too  high  to  see  from  the  deck.  Dis- 
covering their  cavalry  forming  in  the  peach  orchard,  in  rear  of  the  man- 
sion, he  indicated  their  direction  with  his  hand;  giving  his  estimate  of 
the  distance.  Two  shells  were  fired  and  burst  among  them,  dismount- 
ing some  and  sending  the  rest  flying  over  the  plain. 

A light  battery  next  moved  up  to  take  position  on  the  point  below 
to  enfilade  the  boats.  Again,  by  Captain  Wilson’s  aid,  a shell  was 
dropped,  arresting  the  battery  and  dismounting  a gun.  Three  pieces, 
however,  got  in  position  and  fired  six  rounds  at  the  Marblehead  as 
she  moved  down  the  stream,  without,  however,  doing  any  damage. 
Under  cover  of  this  fire  some  of  their  riflemen  lined  the  bank  and 
poured  in  a sharp  fire,  which  was  sharply  returned  by  the  men  of  the 
Seventeenth,  under  cover  of  the  hammock-netting.  Two  men  were 
slightly  and  one  severely  wounded  by  this  fire.  Steaming  down  the 
river  the  gunboats  drove  all  vessels  before  them,  waiting  for  tugs  sent 
by  Colonel  Ingalls  to  draw  ofi*  those  aground  or  abandoned  at  their 
anchors,  as  many  of  them  were.  Stopping  at  Cumberland,  all  Govern- 
ment property  left  here  was  destroyed  ; dropping  anchor  at  West  Point 
at  sundown  Sunday  evening,  29th  of  June. 

At  this  place  I found  40,000  rounds  of  ball-cartridge,  which  I had 
put  on  board  the  Sebago.  All  property  left  here,  but  of  little  worth, 
was  destroyed,  except  half  a dozen  wagons  and  a dozen  head  of  cattle, 
left  on  the  old  battle-ground  at  West  Point.  There  were  18  head  of 
cattle,  6 of  which  I had  slaughtered  for  the  boat’s  crew,  and  my  men 
sailed  from  West  Point  Monday,  June  30,  arriving  at  Torktown  about 
3 p.  m.,  having  cleared  the  York  Eiver  above  of  everything. 

Going  on  shore  to  report  to  General  Stoneman  I found  he  had  gone 
to  Baltimore,  leaving  orders  for  me  to  report  to  General  Dix  at  Port- 
ress Monroe.  Sailed  at  once,  and  arrived  at  the  Fortress  during  the 
night.  Eeported  to  General  Dix  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July'l, 
and  received  orders  to  take  transports  up  James  Eiver  to  Harrison’s 
Bar.  Finding  Colonel  Barnes  still  on  board  his  transports  I dispatched 
him  at  once.  My  movements  were  delayed  in  procuring  a transport 
and  transshipping  my  men  from  the  gunboats.  Pending  this  movement 
I obtained  shelter-tents  and  haversacks  for  my  men,  which  had  been  lost 
in  the  retreat.  Sailed  Tuesday  evening,  and  arrived  at  Harrison’s  Bar 
on  Wednesday,  July  2.  Disembarked  immediately,  and  reported  my 
arrival  to  General  Porter,  commanding  corps. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  S.  LANSING, 

Colonel  Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Lieut.  Col.  Feed.  T.  Locke,  A.  A.  6^.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
This  narrative  furnishes  a record  of  that  portion  of  my  command 
which,  under  General  Stoneman,  was  not  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the 
Seven  Days,  but  which  rendered  valuable  and  trying  services  on  our 
right  and  at  White  House. 

F.  J.  POETEE, 

Major-  General. 
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Beport  of  Lieut.  Col,  Nelson  B.  Bartram,  Seventeenth  New  YorJc  Infantry^ 
of  operations  June  29-30. 

Hdqes.  Seventeenth  Eegiment  New  York  Yols., 

On  Board  Steamer  Kennebec,  July  2,  1862. 

Colonel  : In  accordance  with  your  orders  I proceeded  on  board  the 
gunboat  Marblehead,  Captain  Nicholson  commanding,  with  Companies 
A,  I,  and  H,  of  the  Seventeenth  New  York.  About  7 p.  m.  the  signal 
officer  attached  to  the  Marblehead  came  on  board  and  announced  that 
General  Stoneman  had  left  with  all  his  force.  At  this  time  the  flames 
were  bursting  forth  from  the  barges  and  stores  which  had  been  fired, 
and  presented  a scene  of  great  splendor.  The  White  House  was  also 
wrapped  in  flames,  which,  with  occasional  heavy  explosions  of  liquor 
and  ammunition,  made  an  impression  upon  the  few  who  remained  to 
see  the  destruction  complete  that  will  never  be  forgotten. 

About  12  o^clock  midnight  the  silence  was  bro&n  by  the  clatter  of 
hoofs,  and  soon  about  a dozen  horsemen  were  seen  galloping  down  the 
bank.  They  were  visible  but  for  an  instant,  all  returning  but  three, 
who  boldly  rode  up  to  the  bank  opposite  the  Marblehead  and  hailed. 
They  claimed  to  be  three  of  the  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  to  have  dispatches 
from  General  McClellan  to  General  Casey.  They  desired  a boat  to  be 
sent  ashore  that  they  might  ask  some  questions  about  the  dispatches. 
They  also  inquired  which  way  General  Stoneman  had  taken,  and  whether 
we  thought  they  could  overtake  his  rear  guard  that  night.  Upon  being 
informed  by  Captain  Nicholson  that  if  they  did  not  leave  suddenly  ^‘he 
would  send  them  something  besides  a boat  ” they  dashed  off  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  till  daylight.  At  this  time  a company  of  the  en- 
emy^s  cavalry  was  discovered  filing  out  of  the  woods  nearly  ox)posite  to 
us.  They  continued  on  with  the  evident  intention  of  reconnoitering 
the  banks  and  woods  below  us.  A shell  from  one  of  the  Marblehead^s 
24-pounder  howitzers  caused  them  to  change  direction,  and  they  scam- 
pered off  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  formed  facing  us.  In  this  posi- 
tion the  11-inch  gun  was  charged  with  a stand  of  shrapnel  and  sent  at 
them.  A cloud  of  dust  upon  the  road  leading  up  the  bill  over  which 
we  came  into  the  White  House  was  the  last  seen  of  this  squad.  The 
enemy  had  evidently  now  made  up  their  minds  that  the  plain  in  front 
of  the  White  House  was  no  place  for  them,  and  the  next  seen  of  them 
was  near  the  railroad  bridge  and  along  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  our 
left  of  it.  In  this  position  the  rifled  gun  upon  the  forecastle  was  brought 
to  bear,  and  they  soon  disax)x)eared  again.  Everything  remained  quiet 
now  for  nearly  two  hours,  during  which  time  the  ship  swung  with  the 
tide,  head  downstream,  and  we  were  all  ready  for  a start. 

Captain  Nicholson,  wishing  to  assure  himself  of  the  complete  de- 
struction of  everything  that  could  give  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemy,  a 
cutter  was  sent  ashore  with  8 men,  under  Captain  Wilson,  Company  I, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Laha,  of  the  Marblehead.  They  visited  the 
wharf  near  the  railroad  bridge  and  vicinity,  rekindled  fires  that  had 
gone  out,  and  reported  the  destruction  of  the  small  amount  of  Govern- 
ment property  left  as  complete.  There  was,  however,  a considerable 
quantity  of  sutler’s  stores  which  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  destroy. 
A boat  load  of  the  most  valuable  was  secured  and  the  balance  ren- 
dered unfit  for  use.  Captain  Nicholson  also  sent  Lieutenant  Winslow, 
with  4 of  his  men,  who  set  fire  to  some  three  or  foui  barges  that  had 
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not  been  consumed.  These  boats  had  just  returned  to  the  ship,  when 
a few  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  having  reached  the  negro  quarters 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  House,  opened  upon  the  ship.  The  ship 
having  swung  with  the  tide,  her  stern  being  upstream,  no  gun  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  the  quarters  whence  the  skirmishers  were  firing. 
After  consulting  with  Captain  ll^icholson  1 landed  with  8 men,  and  was 
immediately  followed  by  Captain  Martin  with  12  more,  who  were  held 
in  reserve.  1 deployed  the  8,  and  advanced  along  the  bank  and  searched 
along  the  shanties  for  the  sharpshooters.  The  lookout  at  the  mast- 
head of  the  Marblehead  reported  them  to  be  running  for  the  woods 
opposite,  and  the  little  line,  taking  double-quick,  came  in  sight  of  them 
about  500  yards  distant,  making  for  cover.  We  opened  fire,  and  Ser- 
geant Lusk,  Company  I,  brought  down  one  of  them  by  a well-directed 
shot  at  a distance  of  nearly  500  yards.  Advancing  about  100  yards 
farther  brought  us  upon  tlie  plain,  where  we  were  opened  upon  by  a 
regiment  concealed  in  the  edge  of  the  wood.  I ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down  and  fall  back  under  cover  as  quickly  as  possible,  which  we  did 
without  loss.  A negro  standing  a short  distance  to  the  rear  of  the 
right  of  my  line  received  a ball  through  the  body.  We  reached  the 
ship  and  had  just  got  on  board  when  the  enemy^s  sharpshooters  were 
again  among  the  shanties  in  greater  numbers  than  before.  They  opened 
with  great  precision,  the  bullets  rattling  and  whistling  through  the 
rigging  and  spars  of  the  ship  quite  lively.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
Private  Majory,  of  Company  A,  was  shot  through  the  hip  and  several 
privates  received  bullets  through  their  clothing.  Captain  Wilson,  who 
was  in  the  cross-trees  of  the  foremast,  was  made  a target  of,  and  the 
bullets  in  the  mast  and  rigging  in  his  vicinity  testify  to  the  good  marks- 
manship of  the  enemy.  Simultaneously  with  the  closing-up  of  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy  Captain  Wilson  reported  a light  battery 
coming  into  battery  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Another  moment  and 
a shell  passed  high  over  the  ship.  At  my  request  Captain  Mcholson 
steamed  down  the  river  out  of  range  of  the  shanties,  which  completely 
protected  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  From  this  position  two  rounds  of 
shrapnel  from  the  ll-inch  gun  were  thrown  into  the  woods  where  the 
infantry  was  concealed,  and  a shell  from  the  rifled  Parrott  gun  forward 
was  landed  in  the  midst  of  the  light  battery,  which  produced  the  great- 
est confusion,  and  must  have  caused  considerable  loss.  I forgot  to  say 
that  a shot  from  this  gun  early  in  the  morning  struck  one  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  who  ran  off  the  field,  leaving  his  horse  disabled.  The  tide 
having  now  risen  so  that  the  Marblehead  could  cross  the  bar  above 
Cumberland,  we  steamed  down  the  Pamunkey,  joined  the  other  gun- 
boats, and  arrived  at  West  Point,  where  we  remained  overnight. 

The  next  morning,  Monday,  30th  ultimo,  by  your  order  I transferred 
the  three  companies  from  the  Marblehead  to  the  transport  Catskill, 
and  received  on  board  also  three  companies  from  the  Chocura,  under 
command  of  Major  Grower.  We  arrived  at  Fort  Monroe  Tuesday 
morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  regiment  together  once  more,  on  board  the  transport  Kenne- 
bec, bound  up  James  Kiver. 

In  closing  I cannot  omit  to  stnte  the  uniform  kindness  and  gentle- 
manly treatment  that  we  received  from  one  and  all  of  the  officers  of  the 
Marblehead.  Each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  providing  for  our 
comfort,  and  both  officers  and  men  of  my  command  experienced  nothing 
but  kindness  and  attention  from  them.  May  their  shadows  never  be 
less. 
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I herewith  traDsmit  the  report  of  Major  Grower,  iu  eouimand  of  de- 
tachment on  board  the  Chocura. 

Very  respectfully, 

K.  B.  BAETBAM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventeenth  Regiment  N'eio  YorJc  Vols. 
Col.  H.  S.  LANSIN&, 

Commanding  Infantry  Detachment^  Stoneman’s  Expedition, 
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Report  of  Maj.  William  T,  C.  Grower j Seventeenth  New  Yorh  Infantry^ 

of  operations  June  28. 

On  Board  Steamer  Kennebec, 

July  2,  1862. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  as  commanding  detach- 
ment, consisting  of  Companies  D,  E,  and  G,  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  as 
follows : 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  embarked  the  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand on  the  gunboat  Chocura,  Lieutenant  Pattison,  U.  S.  Kavy,  com- 
manding, on  Saturday,  June  28.  The  enemy  being  reported  in  force 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  House,  and  our  vessel  aground  a short  dis- 
tance below  in  tbe  night,  our  i)osition  became  somewhat  critical,  as  the 
bank  was  too  high  to  bring  the  guns  of  the  boat  to  bear.  After  con- 
sulting Avith  Lieutenant  Pattison  on  the  situation  I decided  to  keep  a 
company  under  arms,  placexl  along  the  bulwarks  of  the  vessel,  so  as  to 
pick  off  the  enemy  should  he  make  his  appearance,  and  also  to  send  a 
])icket  on  shore.  I accordingly  posted  a line,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Perry,  of  Company  G,  placing  the  men  in  a semicircle,  so  as  to 
keep  a good  lookout  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  flanks  and  pre- 
vent them  from  being  cut  off.  The  A^essel  being  afloat,  about  1 o’clock 
the  concertexl  signal  was  made  (a  light  at  the  mast-head)  and  the  pickets 
drawn  iu,  and  the  vessel  moved  down  the  stream,  Lieutenant  Pattison 
being  anxious  to  get  the  vessels  xIoavu  the  river,  there  being  no  further 
use  for  them  there.  That  the  precautions  taken  by  me  Avere  not  un- 
necessary Avas  proved  by  the  attack  on  the  Marblehead. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  T.  C.  GEOWER, 

Jlajor,  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  Yorh  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bartram, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  YorJc  Volunteers. 


No.  135. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  C Rice.,  Forty -fourtli  New  Yorlc  Infantry^  of 
the  battles  of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-fourth  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  Yols., 

Third  Brigade,  General  Butterfield,  Commanding,  July  4,  1862. 
Captain  : As  field  officer  of  the  day  for  the  27th  day  of  June  last  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daybreak  the  brigade  was  under  arms 
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aDd  ill  motion  toward  the  field  selected  as  the  position  of  defense 
against  tbe  expected  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  natural  character  of 
this  position  of  defense  is  an  extended  field  of  high  rolling  ground, 
skirted  in  front  and  on  the  right  by  a thin  copse  of  woods  and  a small 
creek  running  through  a deep  ravine.  On  the  left  a meadow  extends 
along  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  whih*- 
the  rear  is  protected  by  the  same  river,  with  the  low,  marshy  ground 
and  the  dense  growth  of  forest  through  which  it  runs.  The  ground  in 
front  of  this  ])Osition,  and  which  was  taken  by  the  enemy  as  his  line  of 
attack,  is  high  and  rolling,  overlooking  the  meadow  and  frequently 
furrowed  by  deep  ravines  and  sluggish  streams.  Over  these  ravines 
and  streams  our  forces  had  previously  thrown  strong  timbered  bridges, 
to  gain  easy  access  to  those  which  had  been  built  across  the  Ohicka- 
hominy. 

As  early  as  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  the  reserve,  of  which  our  brigade 
formed  a part,  had  taken  its  position,  while  the  main  force  and  rear 
guard  were  gradually  and  in  good  order  falling  back  and  joining  it. 
The  general  had  assigned  to  the  xiioneers  of  the  brigade  the  duty  of 
destroying  three  bridges  lying  between  the  house  of  Dr.  Gaines  and 
the  line  of  our  defenses  as  soon  as  the  rear  guard  had  passed,  and 
ordered  me  to  take  command  of  tlie  same,  and  see  that  the  work  should 
be  eflectually  and  faithfully  accomifiished,  so  as  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  In  obedience  with  this  order  I at  once  exam- 
ined the  construction  of  the  bridges,  and  determined  uxion  the  most 
exxieditious  manner  in  which  they  could  be  destroyed.  . Having  jire- 
jiared  everything  for  the  siieedy  destruction  of  these  bridges  I rode  for- 
ward to  the  rear  guard,  which  was  now  vigorously  pressed  by  the  enemy, 
leaving  the  pioneers,  with  axes  and  spades  in  their  hands,  under  tJie 
command  of  Sergeant-Major  Kydd,  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Yolun- 
teers,  ready  to  commence  the  cutting  away  of  the  same  as  soon  as  1 
should  conduct  the  rear  of  the  guard  safely  across.  Although  the  en- 
emy was  in  sight,  he  seemed  to  have  mistaken  the  course  taken  by 
our  forces,  and  jiressed  considerably  beyond  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  on  the 
main  road,  before  he  truly  apiirehended  our  position.  This  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance enabled  me  to  conduct  the  last  of  our  artillery  safely  across 
the  bridges,  to  effectually  destroy  them,  and  to  securely  fall  back  with 
the  pioneers. 

In  successfully  performing  this  duty  I Avas  greatly  assisted  by  Orderly- 
Sergeant  Grannis,  of  Company  II,  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  Sergeant-Major  Kydd,  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Volunteers.  I 
would  esjiecially  commend  the  conduct  of  these  two  non-commissioned 
ofhcers  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  general.  Nor  would  I forget 
to  speak  in  terms  of  admiration  of  tke  good  order  in  which  the  rear 
guard  fell  back,  and  es[)ecially  of  the  invaluable  services  of  Captain 
llobertson,  commanding  a battery  of  United  States  flying  artillery, 
Avhich  covered  the  retreat. 

The  bridges  having  been  destroyed  between  the  rear  guard  and  the 
enemy,  I reiiorted  the  fact  to  the  general,  who  immediately  ordered  me 
to  superintend  the  felling  of  the  trees  in  front  of  his  brigade  as  an  abatis, 
and  the  construction  of  a dam  on  our  extreme  left  across  the  stream,  to 
more  effectually  obstruct  the  aiiiiroach  of  the  enemy.  The  Forty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers,  holding  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  had  thrown 
up  a temi)orary  earth  work  of  considerable  strength  by  order  of  the  gen- 
eral, in  addition  to  the  other  defenses  he  had  ordered  for  the  xirotection 
of  the  brigade.  These  speedily-thrown-uxJ  defenses  eventually  saved  the 
left  of  the  line  from  entire  annihilation.  Scarcely  had  these  obstructions 
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beeu  thrown  up  before  the  line  of  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  brigade  g’a  v(‘. 
evichmee  of  tlie  approach  of  the  enemy.  For  nearly  two  hours,  while 
the  enemy  was  moving  his  troojis  into  position  on  our  center  and  right, 
the  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  of  the  brigade  held  in  check  tlie 
right  of  the  enemy^s  forces,  and  frequently  compelled  entire  regiments 
to  fall  back  under  cover  of  the  woods  to  escape  their  deadly  lire.  The 
effectiveness  of  this  line  of  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  in  front  of 
our  masked  forces  deserves  esjiecial  notice.  They  not  only  constantly 
reiiorted  to  the  general  the  movements  and  disposition  of  the  enemy^s 
forces,  but  conti  uually  thinned  his  ranks  by  their  unerring  fire.  I would 
commend  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  general  the  commanders  of 
these  skirmishers,  who  so  often  during  the  day  freely  gave  their  lives 
to  promptly  inform  him  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  The  names 
of  these  officers,  belonging  to  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
are  Captain  Larrabee,  Lieutenants  Gaskell,  Kelly,  Webber,  Becker,  and 
Orderly-Sergeant  Grannis. 

I would  also  most  favorably  mention  in  this  connection  the  name  of 
Acting  Adjutant  Lieut.  E.  A.  Nash,  who  was  with  the  skirmishers  in 
front  most  of  the  day  and  constantly  communicating  the  various  changes 
in  position  taken  by  the  enemy.  Nor  would  I forget  to  mention  here 
the  most  gallant  conduct  of  Major  Barnum,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York 
Volunteers,  who  constantly  exposed  his  life  to  gain  information  as  to 
the  position  of  the  enemy  during  the  day.  This  gallant  officer  now 
sleeps  in  death.  He  fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
on  the  1st  instant.  His  last  words  were,  “My  wife,  my  boy,  my 
country’s  flag.”  The  thousand  streams  of  the  Peninsula  are  red  with 
the  best  blood  of  the  North,  but  none  are  crimsoned  with  purer  and 
nobler  than  that  wdiich  flowed  from  his  heart — a heart  entirely  devoted 
to  his  country.  I would  also  most  favorably  mention  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  Maj.  Ernest  Von  Vegesack,  aide-de-camp.  Major  Welch,  and 
Caxitain  Hoyt,  whose  services  during  the  day  were  invaluable  to  the 
gemu'al  commanding. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  12  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  com- 
menced along  our  entire  line  a most  determined  attack.  On  the  left  of 
the  line  he  was  constantly  repulsed  till  6 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
an  entire  brigade  of  his  forces  charged  upon  our  lines,  broke  through 
the  left  of  the  forces  on  our  right,  and  vigorously  attacked  the  right 
flank  of  our  brigade.  Thus  severely  jiressed  on  the  right  and  in  front 
by  a suj)erior  force,  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  and  the  Twelfth 
New  York,  which  supported  it,  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  They  were 
now  quickly  rallied  by  the  general  commanding,  who  ordered  at  once 
the  Sixteenth  Michigan  to  their  support.  Here,  animated  by  the  im- 
mediate preseiu^e  and  encouraging  words  of  the  general,  these  regi- 
ments sustained  for  a few  moments  a most  murderous  fire.  Not  far 
from  this  point  of  time  Colonel  McLaiie,  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania, gallantly  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  the  noblest  soldier  of 
us  all — fell  honored,  loved,  mourned  by  us  all.  Here,  too,  fell  Major 
Naghel  and  many  other  gallant  officers  of  the  same  regiment,  who  freely 
gave  their  lives  for  their  country.  They  all  sleep  well.  Their  names 
are  ifiimortal. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  had  turned  the  right  of  our  entire  line  of  bat- 
tle and  tlie  center  Avas  falling  back,  when  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  with  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment 
(loinmenced  to  retreat,  and  at  length  to  fly  toward  the  Chickahominy. 
1 was  in  command  of  the  right  Aving,  and  as  soon  as  I saw  the  conduct 
of  the  left  Aving  1 was  fired  Avith  indignation  and  anger,  for  not  a 
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moment  before  the  entire  regiment  had  assured  the  general,  who  had 
visited  it  under  a terrible  fire  and  animated  it  to  deeds  of  valor  by 
cheering  words,  that  he  might  depend  upon  its  constancy.  With  such 
feelings  I at  once  ordered  the  right  wing  to  stand  firm,  and  overtook 
the  left  before  it  had  reached  the  river.  I halted  the  columns,  seized 
the  colors,  rallied  the  battalion  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Conner, 
and  in  line  of  battle  led  it  back  under  a murderous  fire  to  its  original 
position.  I regret  to  report  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
and  Captain  Walsh,  of  Company  E,  fled  across  the  river  at  this  time, 
and  did  not  join  their  regiment  till  the  next  day  at  11  o’clock  a.  m. 
Scarcely  had  the  regiment  been  reformed  and  advanced  to  its  original 
l)()sition  before  the  enemy  was  closing  fast  upon  our  rear  and  light  in 
overpowering  numbers  and  pouring  into  our  ranks  a most  deadly  lire. 
The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to  leap  over  the  earthwork  and  pour 
its  fire  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  now  closing  in  upon  us  from  the 
rear  and  right.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  had  pushed  forward  a 
regiment  not  more  than  100  yards  to  our  front,  now  our  rear.  The 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  and  Sixteenth  Michigan  had  quickly  changed 
front  to  meet  the  attack  of  this  regiment. 

Information  was  now  brought  to  me  by  our  skirmishers  that  this 
regiment  desired  to  lay  down  its  arms  and  surrender.  This  informa- 
tion as  to  the  desire  of  this  regiment  to  surrender,  in  addition  to  the 
fact  that  our  skirmishers  had  already  taken  20  prisoners  and  were  just 
bringing  in  10  others  from  this  ver}^  regiment,  induced  me  to  send  out 
Captain  Conner,  a trusty  officer,  to  ascertain  the  facts.  At  the  same 
time  I was  impressed  with  the  apprehension  that  the  reason  why  this 
regiment  so  long  withheld  its  fire  arose  from  the  fact  that  it  had  mis- 
taken us  from  the  opposite  direction  of  our  fire  for  its  friends.  This 
apprehension  soon  iiroved  true.  In  the  mean  time  the  Eighty-third 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Sixteenth  Michigan,  not  being  able  to  stand  the 
deadly  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  right  and  rear,  joined  the  Eorty-fourth 
New  York. 

Now  the  enemy  was  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  around  us,  but  still 
we  poured  into  his  advancing  ranks  a terrible  fire.  At  this  moment 
Major  Von  Vegesack,  aide  de-cami),  informed  me  that  the  general  had 
ordered  him  to  bring  off  from  the  field  the  remaining  regiments  of  tln^ 
brigade,  but  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  advise  with  me  before  he  gava*. 
the  order  to  retreat.  1 at  once  sorrowfully  beheld  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  the  unequal  contest  and  ordered  a retreat.  The  column  had 
scarcely  passed  by  the  right  flank  from  the  rear  of  the  earthworks  and 
filed  into  the  ravine  running  for  a short  distance  in  the  direction  of  the 
river  before  the  regiment  of  the  enemy  in  our  rear  discovered  its  mis 
take  and  opened  upon  us  a severe  fire,  while  along  the  entire  right 
upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  the  enemy  poured  into  our  ranks  from  both 
musketry  and  artillery  a sheet  of  iron  and  lead.  Still  the  column 
pressed  forward  across  the  long  meadow,  its  ranks  becoming  thinner 
and  thinner,  till  at  length  through  marsh  and  swamp  and  tangled  under- 
wood, dense  and  almost  impassable,  amid  falling  trees  and  bursting 
shells,  it  reached  the  river,  and  plunging  in,  waded  to  the  opposite 
bank.  In  this  retreat  not  less  than  100  of  this  fragment  of  the  brigade 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Having  crossed  the  rh^er,  I formed  the 
fragments  of  the  brigade  in  line  and  commenced  the  march  toward  the 
headquarters  of  General  McClellan.  When  opposite  the  headquarters 
of  General  Smith  his  assistant  adjutant- general  informed  me  that  the 
general  desired  the  troops  under  my  command  to  suppoit  him  against 
an  expected  attack  of  the  enemy  during  the  night,  and  desired  that  I 
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should  place  the  same  in  rifle  pits  to  the  left  of  the  fort  for  this  purpose. 
I promptly  obeyed  the  order,  although  the  command  was  exhausted  and 
without  food  or  ammunition.  General  Smith  at  once  ordered  rations 
and  ammunition  to  be  served  out  in  abundance  to  the  command,  and 
soon  made  its  wet  and  weary  soldiers  comfortable  and  cheerful  by  his 
soldier  like  kindness. 

My  command,  well  quartered  and  supplied  with  food,  I started  at  11 
o’clock  at  night,  and  walked  with  Captain  Campbell,  of  the  Eighty-third 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  headquarters  of  General  McClellan,  to  report  to 
the  general  commanding  the  brigade,  when  I received  orders  to  bring 
up  my  command  to  that  place,  which  I did  on  the  morning  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  general.  The  Forty-fourth  New 
York  lost  in  this  battle  5 killed,  22  wounded,  and  29  missing.  Most  of 
the  missing  were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  retreat  and  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Captains  Yan  Derlip  and  McEoberts  and  Lieu- 
tenants Gaskell  and  Becker  were  wounded  in  this  battle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  EICE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel, 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-fourth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Third  Brigade, 
Harrison'’ s Landing.,  Fe.,  July  7,  1862. 

Captain  : As  commanding  officer  of  this  regiment  during  the  battle 
of  the  1st  instant  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the 
30th  ultimo  the  Forty -fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  with  the  three  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  wearied  and  exhausted  by  the  unparalleled 
marches  made  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  previous  three 
days,  slept  on  the  field  u])on  its  arms,  awaiting  with  determined  spirit 
the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy  in  the  morning.  The  distant  sound 
of  the  enemy’s  artillery  aroused  the  wearied  soldiers  from  their  deep 
slumbers,  and  at  sunrise  the  brigade  was  under  arms  and  moving  to 
the  ])osition  in  the  order  of  battle  assigned  to  it  by  the  general  com- 
manding. 

The  character  of  the  ground  held  by  our  forces  is  admirably  adapted 
by  nature  for  defense.  It  is  a semicircular  field  of  considerable  extent, 
of  high,  undulating  character,  rising  to  the  nature  of  a bluff*  in  the 
rear  and  overlooking  in  that  direction  the  low  meadows,  forests,  and 
marshy  grounds  lying  between  it  and  the  James  Eiver.  The  left  is 
protected  by  a low,  broad  marsh,  flanked  by  a dense  growth  of  timber, 
while  the  front  and  right  gently  slope  for  a distance  of  1,000  yards, 
terminating  at  length  in  an  extensive  plain  of  woods.  Partially  and 
diagonally  intersecting  this  field  is  a thin  skirt  of  woods,  which 
leaves  an  o])en  space  in  passing  to  the  front  of  not  more  than  250 
yards,  through  which  the  main  road  runs.  It  was  on  the  edge  of  the 
left  of  this  skirt  of  woods  and  in  their  rear  that  the  Third  Brigade  was 
stationed  as  a reserve  during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  to  support  either 
the  left  or  right  of  our  lines,  as  the  nature  of  the  attack  of  the  enemy 
might  require.  During  the  forenoon  the  enemy  shelled  this  skirt  of 
woods  (jiiite  vigorously  from  his  right,  but  fortunately  without  injury  to 
our  brigade. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  general  received  information  that  the 
evident  design  of  the  enemy  was  to  attack  our  left,  and,  breaking 
through  our  lines  at  that  point,  to  advance  through  the  open  space  be- 
fore ujferred  to.  He  therefore  ordered  the  brigade  in  single  columns 


(Chap.  XXI11. 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 

by  divisions,  right  in  front,  to  take  its  position  in  this  space,  which  was 
sntiiciently  wi(le  to  de])loy  two  small  regiments  in  line  of  battle.  The 
Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  w-as  stationed  on  the  right  and  the  Forty- 
fourth  New’  York  Volunteers  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Sixteenth 
Michigan  Volunteers  and  the  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  respect- 
ively. Directly  to  the  front  was  General  Martindale’s  brigade,  and 
between  his  and  our  own  was  a battery  of  artillery. 

For  two  hours  the  brigade  calmly  and  firmly  endured  the  severest 
fire  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  shrapnel,  and  round  shot  without  a man 
leaving  the  ranks  save  those  who  were  wounded.  At  about  5 oYlock 
in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  attacked  the  left  of  our  line  with  great  vigor, 
and  the  general  moved  up  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  and  the  Six- 
teenth Michigan  to  support  certain  batteries  in  front,  and  soon  after- 
ward the  Forty -fourth  New’  York  Volunteers  was  ordered  to  deploy  and 
prepare  for  action.  At  this  time,  while  the  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  terrific  and  he  seemed  to  l3e  successfully  advancing  against  all 
opposition,  the  bugle  sound  of  the  Third  Brigade  to  charge  was  heard 
above  the  din  of  the  battle.  The  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers 
immediately  was  ordered  to  advance,  although  the  general  Avas  far  in 
front  and  beyond  sight,  leading  on  the  other  regiments  of  his  brigade. 
The  Twelfth  New"  York  Volunteers  followed,  passing  through  the  woods 
farther  to  our  left.  Onward  the  Forty-fourth  marched  in  regular  line 
of  battle,  with  its  colors  far  advanced,  i)assing  line  afbu*  line  of  our 
troops,  who  loudly  cheered  our  flag  as  Ave  steadily  and  firmly  pressed 
on,  till  at  length,  beyond  the  extreme  front  of  our  forces  and  Avithin  100 
yards  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  w"as  ordered  to  charge  bayonets  upon 
his  lines.  Scarcely  had  the  regiment  charged  50  yards  toAvard  the 
enemy  before  his  lines  broke  and  fell  back,  leaving  his  colors  ui)on  the 
field  some  20  or  30  yards  in  front  of  our  regiment.  A dozen  officers 
and  soldiers  sprang  forward  from  our  ranks  to  seize  them,  when  a ser- 
geant of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  (Avhich  regiment  w"e  had  passed 
on  our  right  in  the  charge),  fired  to  deeds  of  valor  and  daring  by  Avords 
spoken  to  him  by  the  general,  rushed  forward,  and  running  across  the 
entire  right  wing  of  our  regiment,  outstripped  all  his  com])etitors  i!i 
the  race,  seizerl  the  colors,  bore  them  ofl‘,  and  haiid(*d  them  to  tin*, 
general. 

Another  brigade  of  the  enemy  was  now  advancing  toAvard  us.  My 
command  was  ordered  to  halt  and  commence  firing.  For  nearly  half 
an  hour  the  regiment  held  this  brigade  at  bay  by  its  constant  a.-al  un- 
erring fire,  till  the  general  commanding  the  corps  i)ersonally  led  uj) 
re-enforcements  to  our  relief,  Avhose  valor  turned  the  fortunes  of  the 
day  and  secured  a most  signal  victory  to  our  arms 

Idle  Forty-fourth  New  York  entered  this  engagement  Avith  225  men. 
Its  loss  Avas  11  killed,  84  wounded,  and  4 missing.  Among  the  Avounded 
were  Captain  Shaffer  and  Lieutenant  Woodworth,  the  latter  mortally. 
At  10  o’clock  at  night,  in  company  with  Surgeon  Frothingham  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Bissell,  with  a detachment  from  the  regiment,  1 
went  over  the  field  of  battle,  gathered  together  all  our  Avounded,  many 
of  whom  were  lying  among  the  Avounded  of  the  enemy,  and  (‘arried 
them  OA"er  a mile  by  hand  in  blankets  to  the  hospital,  there  being  no 
ambulances  on  the  field.  Passing  from  the  battle-field  to  the  hospital 
I receiA’ed  orders  to  march  my  command  Avith  the  brigade  to  this  {mint, 
and  rejAort  the  same  to  the  general,  Avhich  Avas  dul^’  obeyed. 

I desire  esiiecially  to  commend  to  the  most  favorable  notice  of  the 
general  commanding  the  gallant  conduct  of  Private  James  B.  Hitch- 
cock, of  Company  K,  Avho,  after  four  color-bearer#  had  been  shot  down, 
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asked  permission  to  carry  the  colors,  and  although  subsequently  se- 
verely wounded  twice,  refused  to  resign  the  flag  into  any  other  hands 
than  those  of  the  commanding  officer  who  had  intrusted  it  to  liim. 

I would  also  call  tlie  attention  of  the  general  to  two  instances  of 
gallant  and  faithful  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle : Corporal  Blaisdell, 
of  Comi)any  H,  was  shot  in  the  arm  early  in  the  action,  and  was  urged 
by  his  captain  to  go  to  the  rear,  but  he  preferred  to  remain,  when  lie  was 
again  struck  in  the  head  and  face  by  the  euemyks  balls  and  fell,  sup- 
posing himself  mortally  wounded.  Lying  upon  the  ground,  he  bade 
his  captain  farewell,  and  told  him  to  say  to  his  parents  “that  he  died 
in  a good  cause.”  Afterward,  recovering  from  the  first  shock,  he 
walked  from  the  field  of  battle  during  the  night  to  Harrison’s  Laud- 
ing, carrying  his  musket  and  straps,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hands 
of  his  captain,  with  the  request  that  he  would  preserve  the  same  until 
he  should  be  able  to  return  to  duty.  Oorpl.  L.  Thompson,  of  Company 
H,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  was  sent  to  the  rear  to  bring 
lip  provisions  for  the  regiment,  and  when  he  returned  he  found  his 
regiment  engaged  in  action.  He  immediately  joined  the  regiment  and 
remained  with  the  same  until  it  was  relieved  by  the  Irish  Brigade. 
Not  having  time  to  exhaust  his  cartridges,  he  joined  the  Sixty-ninth 
New  York,  and  remained  with  it  until  his  ammunition  was  expended, 
when  he  returned  to  his  company  and  marched  off  the  field  at  the  close 
of  the  action  with  his  regiment. 

I would  also  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  general  the  good  conduct 
of  the  following  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers  during 
the  engagement:  Captains  Conner,  Larrabee,  Shaffer,  and  Hanks j 
Lieutenants  Woofi worth,  Nash,  Webber,  and  Herendeen;  Sergeants 
Kussell,  Dunham,  Eexford,  Thomas,  Johnson,  Sen  tell.  Weaver,  Camp- 
bell, Mason,  and  Hatch;  Corporals  Hilleabrandt,  Wilbur,  Kinney, Long- 
well,  Harris,  Whitbeck,  and  St.  John;  Privates  Watson,  Ferris,  Pabodie, 
Slciuiier,  Wood,  Burnett,  McClanathan,  Case,  Buck,  Angus,  Ferguson, 
Seeley,  Oliver,  Hamms,  Duff',  and  Wendell. 

I would  also  again  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  general  to  the 
faithful  conduct  of  Surg.  William  Frothingham  during  the  engagement 
in  his  untiring  attention  to  the  wounded. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report,  with  a strict  deference  to  truth  and 
justice,  without  again  calling  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general 
to  the  conduct  of  Capt.  M.  AIcN.  Walsh,  of  Company  E,  who  again 
without  permission  left  his  company  in  the  midst  of  the  engagement 
and  retired  from  the  field. 

\'erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  EICE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Forty -fourth  New  Yorlc  Vols. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hoyt,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  136. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hugh  8.  Campbell,  Eighty -third  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqhs.  Eighty-third  Pa.  Vols.,  Third  Brig., 

July  5,  1862. 

General:  Agreeably  to  paragraph  742,  page  107,  Army  Eegula- 
tions,  1 have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  relative  to  the 
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])art  taken  by  the  Eighty -tliird  Regiment  in  the  action  fought  before 
Richmond  on  the  27th  ultimo: 

In  tlie  forenoon  of  June  26,  1862,  the  regiment  received  orders  to 
hold  itself  in  readiness  to  march,  and  in  compliance  therewith  packed 
kna])sacks  and  struck  tents,  and  at  about  3 p.  m.  on  that  date,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Third  Brigade,  set  out.  Being  in  column  of  route,  and 
after  having  proceeded  some  distance  toward  the  Chickahominy  River, 
we  changed  direction  of  march,  and  halted  at  about  2 miles  distant  in  a 
southeasterly  direction  from  where  we  started.  Here  we  detached 
two  companies,  (x  and  B,  Captains  Morris  and  Knox,  as  skirmishers  to 
feel  for  the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  lurk  in  front,  and  who,  alter 
a short  reconnaissance,  returned  and  reported  all  quiet.  At  this  time, 
near  5 p.  m.,  heavy  cannonading  with  sounds  of  musketry  were  heard 
ahead  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  We  accordingly,  under 
orders,  proceeded  in  that  direction,  and  learned  that  fighting  was  going 
on  there.  We  arrived  near  the  Chickahominy  at  7.30  p.  m.,  and  on  the 
open  plain  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  next  morning  we  were  again  on  the  march  and  partly 
retraced  our  route,  halting  for  a short  time  near  Gaines’  Mill,  and 
thence  proceeded  into  the  woods  that  skirt  the  wheat  field  from  east  to 
west,  resting  in  the  swamp,  and  distant  about  three-fonrths  of  a mile 
from  the  mansion  known  by  that  name.  Immediately  in  front  of  this 
wood  and  between  it  and  the  wheat  field  runs  a ravine,  through  which 
winds  an  intricate,  gorged  rivulet,  thickly  overgrown  with  brier  and 
brush-wood,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  same  and  through  the  forest  we  were 
ordered  to  form  line  of  battle.  This  accomplished,  the  regiment  stacked 
arms,  unslung  knapsacks,  and  for  the  better  enabling  of  the  defense  by 
the  river  and  the  obstruction  of  the  enemy,  who  were  expectantly 
approaching  down  hill  and  through  the  wheat  field  in  front,  and  threw 
up  a temporary  breastwork  of  all  the  felled  timber  and  rubbish  along 
their  line. 

For  many  hours  in  this  position  we  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  to  be  announced  by  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers.  Companies 
B and  A,  who  meanwhile  lay  extended  in  our  front.  When  at  about 
— p.  m.  he  first  showed  himself  in  the  expected  direction  our  skir- 
mishers fell  back  at  once,  capturing  and  bringing  in  2 prisoners,  who 
were  sent  to  the  rear.  The  Twelfth  and  Forty-fourth  Kew  York 
Yolunteers,  who  were  deployed  in  rear  and  on  the  heights  in  the 
woods  above  us,  opening  fire  upon  him,  the  fire  was  returned,  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  Eighty-third,  being  more  on  a level  and  in  view  of 
the  enemy,  commenced  also  a heavy  fire.  The  enemy  still  approached 
in  column  of  brigades,  covered  by  his  regiments  in  line  of  battle,  but 
discovering  when  too  late  the  position  our  regiment  held,  he  precipi- 
tately fled  back,  with  heavy  loss  of  killed  and  wounded. 

At  this  moment  Brigadier-General  Butterfield,  amidst  a galling  fire 
from  his  lines  of  support  in  the  rear  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  front, 
came  coolly  down  the  knoll,  and,  sword  in  hand,  seized  our  colors, 
waving  them  repeatedly  aloft,  and  by  all  mortal  means  encouraged  the 
valor  of  our  regiment.  His  presence  at  once  stimulated  with  new  vigor 
our  now  thipned  ranks,  when  the  general  loudly  shouted  out,  ‘‘Your 
ammunition  is  never  expended  while  you  have  your  bayonets,  my  boys, 
and  use  them  to  the  socket.” 

The  battle  at  this  juncture  raged  furiously.  The  fire  was  tremendous. 
The  trees  were  lopped  and  branches  and  leaves  fell  as  thick  as  snow- 
flakes, whilst  the  balls  flew  like  a hail  storm,  the  solid  shot,  grape, 
canister,  and  shrapnel  unintermittingly  scattering  destruction  in  all 
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directions,  when  it  was  intimated  that  the  regiments  on  our  riglit  wine 
repulsed  and  gave  way  under  the  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy,  wlio 
also  threatened  our  right  flank  and  were  at  that  moment  gradually 
gaining  on  our  rear.  Placed  iu  this  situation,  without  a moment’s 
respite  to  change  our  position,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  face  by  the 
rear  rank  and  wheel  obliquely  to  quarter  circle  on  the  i)roper  right, 
then  become  the  left,  a maneuver  that  was  rai^idly  executed,  and  dur- 
ing its  performance,  I regret  to  state,  its  commander.  Colonel  McLane, 
was  killed,  and  Major  Naghel  mortally  wounded. 

The  command  of  the  Eighty-third  now  devolved  upon  me.  I found 
the  enemy  in  vast  numbers  iu  front.  The  fire  was  terrific.  The  Eighty- 
third  faced,  as  just  stated,  by  the  rear  rank,  mowed  the  assailants  down 
in  heaps,  drove  them  back,  and  ultimately  compelled  them  to  abandon 
their  object  of  advance.  They  accordingly  retreated  and  rallied  in  con- 
tiguous lines  of  battle  in  another  open  field  to  the  right  and  nerpendic- 
nlar  to  my  proper  left  flank. 

The  enemy  now  being  fairly  driven  from  the  woods,  and  as  a last 
resort  made  his  final  stand  on  his  own  chosen  ground.  Major  Von 
Vegesack  came  galloping  along  our  lines,  and,  in  a voice  never  to  be 
forgotten,  ordered  tlie  Eighty-third  to  face  by  the  right  flank,  advance, 
half  face  to  the  left,  thereby  still  keeping  the  rear  rank  in  front,  deej)  on 
the  center,  and  again  lace  the  foe.  This  cool  and  determined  move  on 
the  part  of  him.  Major  Von  Vegesack,  which  shall  never  be  too  warmly 
appreciated  on  the  part  of  the  Eighty-third,  so  filled  the  enemy,  who 
were  drawn  up  in  line  at  about  100  yards’  distance,  with  consternation, 
that  he  remained  perfectly  motionless  and  evidently  awe-stricken  for 
many  moments,  and  waved  signals  which  we  did  not  understand,  and 
finally  sent  forward  a flag  of  truce,  the  Eighty-third  doing  so  likewise, 
to  know  their  intentions,  which  wei'c  to  the  eftect  that  they  considere<l 
themselves  so  iiowerful  we  had  better  surrender;  a proposition,  I need 
hardly  add,  that  caused  indignant  mirth  among  us;  and  ere  the  officer 
of  the  Eighty- third  who  bore  the  truce  returned  to  our  ranks  they, 
contrary  to  the  rules,  I believe,  of  civilized  warfare,  poured  a deadly 
volley  into  the  i)artly  incautious  ranks  of  our  regiment.  At  om^e  we 
fell  flat  on  the  ground,  raising  on  the  knee  and  returning  the  fire,  whicli 
was  kept  up  in  the  bravest  and  most  determined  manner  against  over- 
whelming numbers,  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay,  until  dark  of  the  evening 
and  the  total  expenditure  of  our  cartridges  caused  us  to  retreat  across 
the  Chickahominy  Eiver  to  the  camp  ground  of  the  Seventy-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  where  again,  without  a particle  of  covering,  we 
lay  down  exhausted  during  the  night. 

It  only  remains  for  me  now  to  forward  the  inclosed  list  of  casualties,* 
which,  although  comparatively  small,  considering  the  heavy  firing  to 
which  the  regiment  was  exposed,  is,  I regret,  many;  and  in  conclusion 
say  the  officers  and  men  unavoidably  lost  their  knapsacks,  blankets, 
and  shelter-tents,  &c.,  and  that  from  the  cool  and  determined  bravery 
of  all  engaged  that  day  I have  reason  to  believe  and  feel  a i)ride  in 
announcing  that  the  conduct  of  the  Eighty-third  during  the  action  was 
in  the  highest  degree  worthy  their  country  and  the  cause  they  so  nobly 
sustained. 

I am,  very  respectfully. 


H.  S.  CAMPBELL, 
TAeutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 
Brigadier-Cxeneral  Butterfield. 


Enil»oflie<l  in  revised  statement,  p.  40. 
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Hdqrs.  Eighty-third  Pa.  Yols.,  3d  Brig.,  Porter’s  Div,, 

July  7,  1862. 

General:  In  conformity  with  the  Army  Eegulations  and  customs 
of  war  I have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighty- 
third  Regiment  in  the  action  fought  before  Richmond  on  Tuesday,  1st 
instant: 

Halted  near  Turkey  Greek  on  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo.  The  Eighty- 
third  Regiment,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  Third  Brigade,  were 
ordered  to  re-enforce  the  troops  then  engaged  with  the  enemy  some 
distance  in  rear  and  from  the  James  River,  and  proceeded  accordingly 
to  the  heights,  distant  nearly  a mile  from  where  they  were.  Here  until 
after  sunset  we  remained  in  reserve  without  our  services  being  called 
upon,  when  it  was  notified  we  had  been  detailed  for  outl.ying  pickets 
that  night.  From  this  latter  duty  we  were  relieved  at  8 o’clock  the 
following  moruing  and  returned  back  to  our  camp  ground,  where  until 
11  a.  m.  same  day  we  rested,  when  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  march 
and  advance  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  distance  some  300  yards,  and 
support  General  Martindale’s  brigade,  who  were  farther  in  front  and 
momentarily  expected  to  be  attacked.  The  Eighty-third,  having  in- 
structions that  in  case  the  brigade  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  back 
they  were  to  follow  up  the  pursuit  and  secure  any  prizes  or  prisoners 
that  might  be  captured,  or  in  the  possibility  of  the  brigade  being  diiven 
back  by  the  enemy  they  should  allow  its  lines  to  pass  to  the  rear,  charge 
upon  the  assailants,  and  defend  to  the  last  extremity  the  position 
assigned  them,  made  all  due  preparations  for  the  expected  onslauglit 
and  watchfully  waited  its  coming. 

Acting  under  the  last  impressions,  we  waited  until  3 p.  m.  without  the 
enemy’s  near  aj^proach,  during  which  time  and  up  to  that  hour  terrible 
cannonading  v/as  kept  up  in  front,  and  many  shells  burst  close  to  and 
caused  much  annoyance  among  our  men.  From  3 to  4 p.  m.  the  fire 
ceased,  at  which  latter  period  it  was  notified  by  a general  order  tliat 
the  enemy  were  evidently  making  a demonstration  on  our  left  and 
front,  and  intended  to  turn  or  force  his  way  in  that  direction.  This 
announcement  communicated,  shortly  after  4 p.  m.  the  regiment,  being 
in  line,  counter-marched  and  fronted  in  the  supposed  direction  of  the 
adversaries,  and  then  deployed  into  column  of  division,  right  in  front, 
and  lay  down,  distance  nearly  one-third  of  a mile  in  rear  of  our  batteries, 
which  were  directly  in  front  and  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  A 
terrific  cannonading  was  now  kept  up  between  the  contending  artiller- 
ist's. The  shot  and  shell  plowed  up  and  tore  the  earth  and  trees  in  all 
directions.  Many  of  our  men  were  becoming  wounded  and  carried  to 
the  rear,  when  our  brigadier-general  (Butterfield)  came  galloping  furi- 
ously along  and  called  out  for  the  Eighty-third,  and  in  a few  but  very 
appropriate  words  appealed  to  their  valor,  ending  his  speech  with, 
‘^Eighty-third,  you’ll  be  called  on  presently.  When  you  advance  let 
your  war-cry  be,  ‘Revenge  for  McLane.’” 

About  6 p.  m.  the  order  to  advance  was  given.  A wild  yell  rang 
from  our  ranks.  Onward  we  went,  passing  through  the  ranks  of  Gen- 
eral Martindale’s  brigade,  gaining  our  position  only  just  in  time  to  save 
our  guns,  as  most  assuredly  if  we  had  been  a moment  later  the  enemy 
would  have  captured  them.  Here,  confronted  with  the  enemy,  both 
lines  steadily  advanced  toward  each  othea',  and  when  within  about  200 
yards  of  the  foe  we  halted,  delivered  a volley,  and  dropped  on  our  knees. 
Our  opponents,  although  shaken  by  this  fire,  still  approached,  and 
evidently  intended  to  charge.  Our  regiment  opened  fire  again,  pouring 
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in  volley  after  volley  until,  when  within  150  yards,  he  was  completely 
brought  to  a stand-still. 

All  this  time  the  enemy  delivered  his  fire  whilst  advancing,  but  now 
finding  the  fire  of  the  Eighty-third  so  very  sharp,  he  was  unable  to 
proceed  farther.  The  battle  was  now  very  hot.  It  became  evident  we 
were  exposed  to  a cross-fire.  Another  regiment,  whose  number  or  name 
I cannot  learn,  came  to  our  assistance  and  formed  on  our  left,  and,  I 
regret  to  say,  who,  after  only  receiving  a low  rounds  of  the  enemy’s  fire, 
gave  way  and  fled.  Numbers  of  the  Eighty-third  saw  this  and  indig- 
nantly hooted  5 but  their  temper  and  bravery  was  presently  calmed  and 
aroused  by  the  timely  and  unexpected  appearance  of  their  old  friends, 
the  Forty -fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  rapidly  formed  line  on  our 
left,  occupying  the  position  vacated  by  the  gallant C?)  braves  who  sud- 
denly disappeared.  I must  also  here  remark  that  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Forty-fourth,  and  upon  the  flight  of  the  unknown  regiment  just 
mentioned,  the  battery  which  supported  us  in  rear,  seeing  that  corps 
give  way,  did  limber  up  their  guns  and  also  moved  rapidly  some  25  or 
30  paces  farther  to  the  rear,  but,  still  viewing  the  daring  of  our  regi- 
ment, again  advanced  and  opened  fire.  I do  consequently  claim  for 
the  Eighty-third  the  honor  of  holding  the  enemy  in  check  unsupported, 
and  in  all  probability  saving  the  capture  by  the  enemy  of  that  battery 
during  that  impetuous  and  trying  i^eriod. 

It  was  now  nearly  8 p.  m.  The  battle  raged  with  all  the  horrors  of 
war.  Eepeatedly  the  enemy  advanced,  and  was  as  often  beaten  back. 
Our  ranks,  although  nobly  assisted  by  the  Forty-fourth,  were  becoming 
very  much  thinned.  The  enemy’s  dead  lay  in  heaps,  while  he  was  seen 
to  collect  the  bodies  of  his  fallen  slain  and  jjile  them  for  his  protection 
from  our  fire.  We  felt  almost  overpowered — nay,  annihilated — from 
the  fury  and  storm  of  shot  poured  into  us.  Yet,  seeing  our  adversaries 
waver,  we,  in  conjunction  with  the  Forty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
decided  to  and  did  charge  upon  two  of  his  regiments,  drove  them  back, 
captured  his  colors  (which  was  carried  as  a trophy  by  Orderly-Ser- 
geant Wittich,  who  amid  a shower  of  balls  gallantly  bore  them  oft  the 
field),  and  then  fell  back  to  the  position  we  maintained  and  held  for 
the  two  previous  hours  without  a moment’s  cessation  of  battle  and 
against  va^ly  superior  numbers,  when  to  our  utter  joy  the  gallant 
Irish  Brigade  dashed  onto  the  field  in  time  to  save  our  utter  destruc- 
tion. 

With  these  new  trooijs  came  new  hopes.  Energy  and  devotion  now 
truly  showed  itself.  The  remaining  fragment  of  our  regiment,  nerved 
with  obstinate  determination  to  do  or  die,”  still  mowed  down  their 
assailants.  The  old  banner,  although  i)ierced  with  untold  numbers  of 
balls  and  its  bearers  shot  down  as  quickly  as  they  could  be  replaced, 
still  floated  from  its  half  staff — that,  I omitted  to  state  in  my  last  re- 
port, was  broken  in  two  and  had  two  of  its  bearers  shot  down  on  the 
27th  of  June — and  only  when  the  shades  of  night  closed  over  our  heads 
did  we  retire  to  the  ground  we  occupied  in  the  early  morning. 

Inclosed  is  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing*  that,  while  I 
deplore  the  loss,  I rejoice  to  say  fell  proudly,  manfully,  and  without  a 
murmur,  in  defense  of  our  cherished  land. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Coindg.  LJighty-third  Pennsylvania  Vols. 

Brigadier-General  Butterfield. 

* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  j).  30. 
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Report  of  Jlrig.  Gen.  George  i^glces,  U.  S.  Army.^  commanding  Second  Di- 
vision, of  the  battle  of  Gaines’’  MiU.^  engagement  at  Turlcey  Bridge.,  and 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 


Headquarters  Sykes’  Division, 
Camp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir:  The  events  taking  place  since  the  26tli  ultimo  have  followed 
each  other  so  rapidly  that  they  may  well  be  included  in  one  general 
snmmary,  which  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit : 

Tlie  enemy  having  attacked  in  force  at  Mechanicsville  on  the  20th 
of  June,  my  command  moved  a short  distance  in  that  direction  as  a 
support  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  on  the  27th  I retired  to 
the  position  assigned  me  near  New  Cold  Harbor,  and  subsequently  to 
a second  position,  chosen  to  command  the  roads  leading  from  New  and 
Old  Cold  Harbor  to  Dispatch  Station,  on  the  Kichmond  and  York 
Kiver  Railroad.  My  troops  occupied  the  crest  of  a hill  in  an  open  fiehl, 
partly  covered  by  a fence  and  partly  by  the  inequalities  of  the  ground. 
McOehee’s  house,  in  rear  of  my  right  center,  was  the  commanding  ])oint 
of  the  position.  At  the  distance  of  400  yards  my  front  was  masked 
throughout  by  heavy  timber,  bordering  a ravine,  and  where  my  left  con- 
nected with  other  troops  of  Porter’s  corps  a dense  forest  extended  to 
the  left  and  front.  Under  cover  of  this  the  enemy  was  enabled  to 
form  his  masses,  lu-otect  them  from  our  fire,  and  hurl  them  on  our 
lines. 

Weed’s  battery,  supiiorted  by  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  occupied 
in.v  right,  and  commanded  the  approach  from  Old  Cold  Harbor.  Then 
followed  to  the  left  the  Third,  Fourteenth,  Twelfth,  Sixth,  Second, 
Tenth,  Seventeenth,  and  p]leventh  IT.  S.  Regular  Infantry,  Fifth  ami 
Tenth  New  York  Volunteers,  with  sections  of  Edwards’  liattery  at  in- 
t rvals  along  the  line.  Tliese  troops  formed  three  brigades.  The  First 
and  Third,  under  Colonels  Ruchanan  and  Warren,  TT.  S.  Army,  were 
deqiloyed ; the  Second,  under  Major  Lovell,  Tenth  Infantry,  was  held 
in  reserve. 

About  11  a.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  in  some  force  beyomi  the  ravine 
in  front,  and  witli  his  artillery  endeavored  to  sliake  the  center  of  my 
line  of  battle.  From  this  hour  till  2 p.  m.,  his  battalions  being  con- 
stantly strengthened,  he  made  repeated  attempts  on  the  flanks  and 
center  of  my  line  and  was  as  often  driven  back  to  his  lair.  At  noon 
Tidball’s  battery  of  Horse  Artillery  rexiorted  to  me,  and  taking  posi- 
tion 01)  the  right  of  Weed,  these  two  batteries  broke  np  every  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  our  right  flank,  and  finally  sent  him  scampering  to  his 
main  body,  on  our  left.  Matters  now  remained  qniet  for  an  hour.  It 
was  only  tlie  lull  that  precedes  the  storm. 

At  3 p.  m.  I directed  Colonel  Warren  to  throw  forward  his  skir- 
mishers and  feel  the  enemy  in  the  ravine.  Desultory  firing  began, 
which  soon  deepened  into  a continuous  roar,  unvarying  and  unceasing, 
until  darkness  set  in  and  the  conflict  ceased.  In  this  interval  between 
2 and  3 p.  m.  the  enemy  had  brought  ui)  his  reserves,  replenished  his 
ammunition,  and  under  cover  of  the  forest  heretofore  mentioned  mar- 
shaled his  legions  for  a grand  attack.  It  was  not  one,  but  many,  each 
of  whicli  was  met  and  repulsed  with  a steady  valor  that  could  not  be 
surpassed.  In  these  attacks  the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Duryea,  and  Second,  Sixth,  Twelfth,  and  Fourteenth 
U.  S.  Infantry  were  especially  conspicuous.  The  Fifth  New  York  Vol- 
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imteers  were  the  peers  of  any  troops  on  that  hard-fought  held.  The 
Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  under  Major  Clitz  and  Captain 
O’Connell,  advanced  in  the  most  perfect  order  in  line,  and,  heroically 
aiding  Warren’s  brigade  (Fifth  and  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers), drove* 
the  enemy  from  our  left  and  center  far  into  the  woods  beyond.  In 
connection  with  this  movement  the  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  under  jMajor 
Kossell,  was  thrown  from  its  original  position  to  the  right  and  lear  of 
the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth,  and  while  in  this  exposed  situation,  boldly 
resisting  the  foe,  the  gallant  major  lost  his  life. 

It  was  now  5.30  p.  m.  The  enemy  still  continued  to  pour  in  fresh 
trooi)S  against  4,500  men,  who  had  bafded  him  at  every  point  since  1 1 
in  the  morning.  Their  excess  of  strength  compelled  the  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth  to  occupy  the  crest  of  a secondary  ridge  somewhat  in  rear 
of  the  position  they  had  i)reviously  won.  While  holding  it  they  were 
attacked  in  overwhelming  numbers,  the  Twelfth  decimated,  and  Major 
Clitz  severely,  if  not  fatally,  wounded.  Around  his  fate,  still  shrouded 
in  mystery,  hangs  the  painful  apprehension  that  a career  so  noble,  so 
soldierly,  so  brave,  has  terminated  on  that  field,  whose  honor  he  so  gal- 
lantly ui)held.  Previous  to  this  a brigade  of  volunteers,  under  Col.  J.  J. 
Bartlett,  consisting  of  the  Sixteenth  and  Twenty -seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, Fifth  Maine,  and  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
Kingsbury’s  battery,  Kegular  Artillery,  joined  my  command.  Under  my 
direction.  Colonel  Bartlett  posted  the  regiments  of  his  brigade  with  great 
daring  in  front  of  and  around  McGehee’s  house,  and  firmly  maintained 
himself  until  the  center  of  Porter’s  army  was  pierced,  the  troops  in  his 
front  driven  in,  his  left  flank  exposed,  and  his  position  no  longer  tena- 
ble. Kingsbury’s  battery  (regulars)  unlimbered  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge 
near  and  to  the  right  of  McGehee’s  house,  and  maintained  its  stand  with 
great  obstinacy  and  eflect  until  the  enemy  were  ux)on  it  and  tin*,  in- 
fantry supports  forced  from  the  field. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  action  I was  compelled  to  separate  the  sec- 
tions of  Captain  Edwards’  battery,  but  in  their  assigned  i)ositions  they 
were  admirably  served,  and  moving  from  the  center  to  the  front  and 
center  to  the  left  were  more  exposed  than  any  other  guns  in  the  divis- 
ion. One  ofthese  sections  near  McGehee’s  house  held  its  ground  until 
the  final  attack  of  the  enemy,  when,  having  all  its  chiefs  of  pieces  killed 
or  wounded  and  its  horses  disabled,  it  was  impossible  to  bring  it  olf, 
and  it  fell  a trophy  to  the  foe. 

Bartlett’s  troops  now  fell  back  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  The  Third, 
Twelfth,  and  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantr^^  joined  in  this  movement,  cov- 
ered by  Kingsbury’s  battery,  which  taking  a new  front  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  its  former  one  and  supported  by  the  Third  U.  S.  Infantr^^,  held 
the  rebels  at  bay  until  the  troops  had  passed.  Weed’s  and  Tidball’s 
batteries,  with  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  still  kej)!  their  original  posi- 
tion on  the  Old  Cold  Harbor  road.  The  skillful  handling  of  these  guns 
during  the  battle  prevented  the  enemy  from  turning  my  right  flank,  on 
which  he  made  three  distinct  attacks,  forced  him  to  develop  his  own 
attack  on  the  center  and  left  of  my  line,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  cleared  the  way  for  themselves  to  retire  to  our 
new  rendezvous. 

This  much  for  the  right  of  my  line.  On  the  left,  when  the  enemy 
had  pushed  back  the  troops  opposed  to  him,  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and 
Seventeenth  U.  S.  Intantry  (which,  though  always  under  fire,  had  been 
my  i)rincipal  reserve)  were  brought  forward  in  the  handsomest  man- 
ner, winning  the  admiration  of  their  brigade  commander.  Major  Lovell, 
by  their  wonderful  coolness  and  steadiness  j but  the  tide  was  too  strong 
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for  tbeui.  Few  iu  uiimbers,  they  could  not  stem  it.  Here  also  a small 
remnant  of  the  Second  Infantry,  less  than  70  strong,  rallied  near  the 
outhouses  of  McGehee’s  farm,  and,  led  by  Captain  Bond  and  Lieutenant 
Grafius,  Second  Infantry,  my  assistant  adjutant- general.  Lieutenant  Fos- 
ter, and  my  assistant  quartermaster.  Lieutenant  Parker,  drove  an  entire 
regiment  of  rebels  from  their  path.  These  battalions,  the  rest  of  Lovell’s 
brigade,  and  Warren’s  troops,  exhausted  and  out  of  ammunition,  sullenly 
retired  along  the  slope  in  rear  of  McGehee’s,  and  united  with  the  rest  of 
the  division  at  its  base.  At  this  point,  half  a mile  from  the  battle-lield, 
my  command  remained  until  relieved,  about  9.30  p,  m.,  by  the  brigades 
of  French  and  Meagher. 

These  brigades  were  not  in  the  action  just  closed.  At  midnight  I 
was  ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy.  This  was  accomplished  with- 
out confusion,  and  the  troops  bivouacked  on  the  heights  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  command- 
ing the  approaches  from  the  river. 

At  G p.  m.  on  the  28th  1 resumed  the  march  to  W^hite  Oak  Swamp 
via  Savage  Station,  and  halted  in  rain  and  darkness  at  2 iu  the  morn- 
ing. At  dawn  1 continued  my  route,  crossed  the  swamp  at  Brackett’s 
Ford,  and  occupied  a position  on  the  Charles  City  road  near  its  junc- 
tion with  the  New  Market  and  Quaker  roads,  and  in  communication 
with  the  troops  of  General  Couch. 

In  the  afternoon  (29th)  the  division  of  General  Hooker  crossed  the 
swamp  and  bivouacked  in  rear  of  my  line.  A brigade  under  General 
Berry  also  approaching,  I requested  him  to  establish  it  on  my  right, 
which,  with  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Warren,  who  had  reconuoitered 
the  ground,  was  immediately  done. 

Early  on  the  30th,  General  Kearny  having  arrived  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  troops,  my  division  was  withdrawn,  and  took  up  the  march 
f u*  Turkey  Island  Bridge.  I reached  the  plateau  of  Malvern  about  11 
a.  m.,  where,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  General  F.  J.  Porter,  and  assisted 
by  Col.  G.  K.  Warren,  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  all  the  available 
artillery  was  posted  to  control  the  approaches  in  our  front.  Two  regi- 
ments of  Buchanan’s  brigade  were  thrown  into  a clump  of  pines  on 
my  extreme  right.  The  other  two  supported  Weed’s  battery  (regulars) 
and  one  of  New  York  Volunteers.  Chapman’s  brigade,  commanded  by 
Major  Lovell,  Tenth  Infantry,  pr  olonged  the  line  to  the  left,  covering  the 
guns  of  Edwards,  Carlisle,  and  Smead  (regulars),  and  Captain  Voege- 
lee’s  battery  of  New  Y"ork  Volunteers,  Artillery  Eeserve.  Warren’s 
brigade  was  thrown  in  the  valley  on  the  left  and  below  the  plateau, 
watching  the  Eiver  road  from  Eichmond.  At  a later  hour  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  under  Major  Floyd- Jones,  and  strength- 
ened by  Martin’s  battery  of  light  12-pounders  and  a detachment  of 
cavalry  for  outpost  duty,  under  Lieutenant  Hess.  My  troops  then 
rested  on  their  arms,  while  other  corps  of  the  army  followed,  and  took 
up  the  ground  assigned  them  on  the  plateau  to  the  right  and  rear. 

Nothing  could  be  more  commanding  than  the  line  1 held,  and  when 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  enemy  showed  himself  in  front,  tlie 
concentrated  fire  of  our  artillery  smashed  his  batteries  to  pieces,  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  two  guns  and  six  caissons  on  the  ground,  and  drove 
his  iijfantry  and  cavalry  ignominiously  in  retreat.  He  was  not  again 
heard  from  in  that  direction.  (“A  commissioned  officer  taken  prisoner 
stated  this  column  to  have  been  15,000  strong,  with  thirty  guns,  and 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  under  Generals  Holmes  aud  Vvise.’ ) 

Early  on  the  1st  of  July  the  enemy  appeared  beyond  my  extreme 
right  and  in  front  of  General  Griffin.  A lively  cannonade  began  and 
continued  for  a few  hours.  At  3 p.  m.,  ha\'ing  gathered  his  columns. 
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the  attack  was  renewed  with  great  violence.  The  lieavy  batteries  on 
my  line,  under  Colonel  Tyler,  First  Connecticut  j Captain  Carlisle,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  Voegelee,  Kew  York  Volunteers,  ranging  far  up  the  valley 
toward  the  enemy’s  approach,  assisted  in  holding  him  at  bay.  This 
attack  Avas  mainly  on  the  divisions  of  Morell  and  Couch.  After  con- 
tinuing for  some  hours  with  great  intensity  I was  directed  to  move  in 
support,  and  with  the  brigades  of  Buchanan  and  Lovell  marched  to  the 
held.  Fortunately  I arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy. 
My  troops  were  posted  to  cover  the  left  of  our  line,  though  some  of 
Buchanan’s  regiments  overlapped  those  of  our  own  troops  immediately 
in  front.  On  getting  into  position  I discovered  a strong  movement  of 
the  rebels  from  the  liill  on  their  extreme  right.  Ignorant  of  our  pres- 
ence, they  advanced  with  cheers  and  descended  the  opposite  slope.  I 
(Greeted  Captain  O’Connell,  commanding  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  to 
rcvserve  his  hre  until  their  flank  Avas  well  exposed  j then,  giving  the 
Avord,  the  Fourteenth  poured  in  two  or  three  well-aimed  volleys,  Avhich 
so  shattered  the  enemy  that  he  fled  to  the  rear  in  confusion  and  dis- 
order. It  Avas  noAv  quite  dark,  and  this  closed  the  fight  on  the  left. 
The  Third  and  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry  Avere  i)artly  engaged  on  the  right, 
meeting  with  some  loss. 

The  brigades  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field.  At  midnight  Lovell’s 
brigade  Avas  ordered  to  retire,  Avhile  Buchanan’s  held  its  ground  as  a 
rear  guard,  to  coA^er  the  withdrawal  of  the  army.  My  Third  Brigade 
(Wari'en’s),  still  in  position  on  the  Biver  road,  was  directed  to  head  the 
column  en  route  to  Janies  Biver,  but  the  stream  of  troops  hurrying  along 
the  highway  shut  him  out  from  the  lead.  Seeing  this,  I held  the  Second 
iind  Third  llrigades  in  hand,  Avith  a view  to  support  the  rear  guard,  if 
necessary,  and  permitted  the  army  heretofore  on  the  plateau  of  Mal- 
vern to  pass.  At  G a.  m.  the  road  Avas  clear,  when  I moved  to  Harri- 
son’s Landing.  Buchanan’s  brigade,  forming  part  of  the  rear  guard, 
under  Colonel  Averell,  in  face  of  the  enemy,  covered  the  withdrawal  of 
the  army,  and  Avas  the  last  to  leave  the  plateau. 

On  the  following  day,  after  being  under  arms  and  moving  out  to 
meet  the  enemy,  I encamped  in  my  present  position.  In  the  various 
operations,  extending  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  July,  it  is 
almost  impossible  tliat  any  one  report,  striving  to  embody  and  har- 
monize a dozen  others,  should  succeed.  Where  this  harmony  is  want- 
ing 1 beg  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  com- 
manders, and  ask  for  them  the  consideration  they  deserA^e.  Those  of 
Colonel  Buchanan,  Colonel  Warren,  and  Major  Lovell  are  particularly 
explicit  and  satisfactory. 

It  is  my  ])ainful  duty  to  advert  to  cases  of  misbehavior  and  neglect 
mentioned  by  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  and  to  say  that 
they  are  already  the  subject  of  official  investigation. 

It  is  my  ])leasing  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  services  of  Col.  B.  C.  Buchanan,  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry; 
Maj.  (h  S.  Lovell,  Tenth  LT.  S.  Infantry,  and  Col.  G.  K.  Warren,  Fifth 
Ncav  York  Volunteers,  brigade  commanders,  and  to  add  that  their 
zealous  co-oi)eration  in  all  our  movements,  gallantry,  fortitude,  and 
management  of  their  troops  left  me  nothing  to  direct  or  ad\nse. 

The  continued  illness  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chapman,  Third  Infantry, 
commander  of  the  Second  Brigade,  depriv^ed  me  of  his  valuable  services 
in  the  battle  herein  described.  Though  still  feeble  betook  the  head  of 
liis  brigade  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  but  Avas  unable  to  command  it 
on  the  following  day.  Colonel  Warren,  Avith  the  lAractical  experience 
of  an  accom])lished  engineer,  his  untiring  industry,  unceasing  energy, 
and  unsTirpassed  gallantry  vqKm  the  field  won  for  himself  promotion. 
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which  caiiiiot  be  too  soon  or  more  worthily  bestowed.  To  my  personal 
staff  I am  under  great  obligations.  Lieut.  S.  A.  Foster,  Sixth  Infantry, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  James  A.  Suyder,  Third  Infantry, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  T.  D.  Parker,  Second  Infantry,  assistant  quarter- 
master, and  Lieut.  Henry  Inman,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  acting  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  were  zealous,  gallant,  and  active.  Their  duties, 
constant  and  dangerous,  were  performed  just  as  I desired. 

I had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Lieutenant  Parker,  killed  near  the  close 
of  the  action  on  the  27th,  and  the  further  services  of  Lieutenant  Inman, 
severely  wounded  on  the  same  day.  Lieutenant  Parker  had  recently 
won  his  commission,  adorned  it,  and  had  endeared  himself  to  his  com- 
rades by  the  qualities  of  a soldier  and  a gentleman. 

I respectfully  refer  to  the  services  of  the  various  commanders  men- 
tioned in  the  reports  of  their  brigadiers,  and  to  add  my  personal  testi- 
mony to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  valor  of  Colonel  Bendix,  Tenth  N^ew 
York  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duryea,  Fifth  ]N^ew  York  Volun- 
teers; Major  Floyd- Jones,  Eleventh  Infantry ; Major  Clitz,  Twelfth  In- 
fantry, and  Major  Andrews,  Seventeenth  Infantry;  Captains  Hendrick- 
son, Sixth  Infantry ; Collins,  Fourth  Infantry;  O’Connell  and  McKib- 
bin,  Fourteenth  Infantry;  Walker  and  J.  D.  Wilkins,  Third  Infantry, 
and  Captain  Bond,  Second  Infantry.  These  captains,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  McKibbin,  were  in  command  of  their  regiments,  except  Capts.  J. 
D.  Wilkins  and  M.  M.  Blunt,  Third  and  Twelfth  Infantry,  who  were  in 
command  of  their  respective  regiments  at  the  battle  of  Malvern,  July 
1.  In  the  same  list  I desire  to  include  the  names  of  Capt.  It.  Y.  Scott, 
Fourth  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  First  Brigade; 
First  Lieut.  John  S.  Poland,  regimental  quartermaster.  Second  In- 
fantry, and  acting  aide-de-cam]).  Second  Brigade,  and  Kev.  G.  Winslow, 
Fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  These  officers  were  conspicuous  for  gal- 
lantry throughout  the  27th.  The  latter,  acting  as  aide-de-camp  to 
Colonel  Warren,  united  in  himself  the  duties  of  minister,  soldier,  and 
surgeon. 

I beg  also  to  heartily  unite  in  the  various  notices  of  good  behavior 
and  soldierlj^  bearing  on  the  part  of  captains  and  subaltern  officers, 
and  in  the  recommendations  for  promotion  to  faithful  and  meritorious 
non-commissioned  officers. 

The  medical  officers  generally  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  relieve 
the  wounded.  Brigade  Surgeon  Bigelow,  Drs.  Spencer,  Middleton,  and 
Okie,  U.  S.  Army,  had  charge  of  the  field  hospital.  Drs.  Sternberg, 
Forwood,  Bamsey,  and  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Army;  Assistant  Surgeon 
Doolittle,  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Graut 
were  prompt  and  faithful  in  their  onerous  duties.  Dr.  Doolittle  is 
spoken  of  by  Colonel  Warren  as  being  particularly  distinguished  by 
his  services  on  the  field  after  having  his  horse  shot  under  him  and 
being  severely  bruised.  Dr.  Sternberg  added  largely  to  the  reputation 
already  acquired  on  the  disastrous  field  of  Bull  Bun. 

• My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Captain  Weed,  Fifth,  and  Captain 
Edwards,  Third,  U.  S.  Artillery,  belonging  to  my  division,  and  to  Cap- 
tain Tidball,  Second,  and  Lieutenant  Kingsbury,  Fifth,  Begular  Artil- 
lery, and  their  lieutenants,  for  the  superb  manner  in  which  their  guns 
were  handled.  For  the  names  of  these  lieutenants  the  general  is  respect- 
fully referred  to  the  reports  of  the  battery  commanders.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  enemy’s  attack  on  my  right  flank  was  frustrated 
mainly  by  the  services  of  Captains  Weed  and  Tidball. 

In  conclusion,  no  army  ever  underwent  greater  hardship  in  the  same 
length  of  time  tlian  this  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Seven  pitched  battles 
attest  its  valor.  Hunger,  night  marches,  tropical  heat,  storm-drenched, 
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weary,  and  exhausted,  they  reached  their  new  base  uncomplainingly, 
cheerful,  still  defiant. 

Annexed  will  be  found  tabular  statements  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.  They  aggregate  8 officers  killed,  30  wounded,  6 missing; 
178  enlisted  men  killed,  656  wounded,  288  missing.  Grand  total,  1,122 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  SYKES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 
Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke,  A.  A.  G.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  138. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Stephen  H.  Weed,  Battery  I,  Fifth  TJ.  8.  Artillery,  and 

Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey 

Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  the  Ghickahominy,  Ya., 

June  28,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  yesterday’s  engagement: 

At  about  12  m.  I placed  my  guns  in  position  at  r i)oiut  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line,  commanding  the  road  from  Col  I Harbor.  In  a very 
few  moments  thereafter  the  enemy  apiieared  on  the  height  o^jposite  me 
with  artillery.  I at  once  opened  fire  with  evidently  good  effect;  the 
distance  was  not  over  1,000  yards.  About  half  an  hour  after  1 had 
opened  Captain  Tidball’s  battery  arrived.  We  continued  in  our  original 
position  until  about  6.30  p.  m.,  several  times  silencing  the  enemy. 

I would  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  my  officers — Lieutenants  Watson,  Mc- 
Elrath,  and  Mac  Connell. 

My  men,  although  all  recruits,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  behaved 
well  under  a very  galling  fire  toward  the  close  of  the  engagement  of 
both  artillery  and  musketry. 

I would  especially  mention  Sergts.  Lemuel  Smith,  Stephen  Hemion, 
and  Isaac  Taylor. 

My  casualties  are  as  follows : I was  slightly  wounded  in  the  face  by 
a fragment  of  shell.  I lost  5 horses.  Two  pieces  were  disabled  and 
abandoned  on  the  road,  the  carriages  having  broken  down.  I had  not 
time  to  manage  their  transportation.  I am  not  able  to  report  the  casu- 
alties in  Edwards’  battery,  as  he  does  not  yet  know  them  himself. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  H.  WEED, 

Captain,  Fifth  U.  8.  Arty.,  Comdg.  Batty.,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Lieut  Samuel  A.  Foster,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Sykes^  Division. 


Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya., 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  service 
of  my  battery  since  June  26: 

* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  31. 
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My  baggage  wagons  were  ordered  to  be  sent  off  on  the  inoming  of 
that  date,  as  the  battery  was  supposed  to  be  going  into  action.  I sent 
my  battery  wagon  and  forge  with  my  wagons;  also  my  sick  and  worth- 
less men.  The  battery  was  marched  out  a short  distance  in  tlie  even- 
ing, and  remained  in  harness  until  about  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th.  After  two  or  three  intermediate  positions  it  was  finally  posted 
at  about  12  m.  for  the  engagement  of  that  day.  The  position  was  a 
beautiful  one  for  artillery  and  thoroughly  commanded  the  road  leading 
from  Cold  Harbor.  There  can,  1 think,  be  no  doubt  if  that  position  had 
not  been  taken  and  strongly  held  by  artillery  our  right  would  have 
been  turned  before  2 p.  m.  As  it  was,  the  enemy  did  not  get  posses- 
sion of  that  ground  until  fully  7 in  the  evening.  Immediately  on  my 
right  was  posted  the  Fourth  Infantry;  on  my  left  the  Third,  covered 
by  the  neck  of  the  woods  on  our  left  of  the  road.  By  this  position  the 
extreme  right  rested  on  ground  inaccessible  to  the  enemy. 

Before  1 o’clock  he  appeared  on  the  bluff*  about  1,000  yards  or  less 
in  our  front,  first  with  cavalry  drawn  up  to  charge  down  the  road.  1 
Oldened  fire  at  once,  and  almost  immediately  getting  the  range,  the  cav- 
alry was  broken  in  confusion  and  a fire  of  artillery  was  commenced  in 
reply.  About  a half  hour  after  the  first  firing  Tidball’s  battery  came 
into  action  immediately  on  my  right.  The  enemy  was  soon  silenced 
under  our  combined  fire.  During  the  afternoon  he  several  times  changed 
position  and  reopened  fire,  but  was  in  each  case  soon  silenced. 

Between  5 and  6 o’clock  a line  of  infantry  was  seen  crossing  the  road 
at  double-quick  to  gain  the  wood  on  their  right.  At  the  same  time 
their  artillery  opened  fire  to  divert  our  attention  from  them.  The  artil- 
lery fire  was,  however,  entirely  disregarded,  and  a most  destructive  fire 
from  our  batteries  was  brought  upon  their  infantry  while  passing  and 
the  woods  they  had  gained  were  thoroughly  shelled.  Some  of  our 
infantry  soon  after  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  the  wood,  but 
were  forced  to  retire  before  greatly  superior  numbers.  As  soon  as  the 
wood  was  evacuated  by  our  troops  the  guns  of  both  batteries  were 
turned  obliquely  upon  it  and  a tremendous  fire  of  canister  from  twelve 
guns  poured  in,  with  the  effect  of  sensibly  diminishing  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  on  our  immediate  left  and  front  and  causing  them  to  gain  ground 
rapidly  to  their  right.  Their  loss  during  this  fire  must  have  been  very 
heavy. 

About  6.30  p.  m.  they  gained  the  open  ground  in  their  front  of  the 
wood,  and  opened  a fire  of  musketry  at  close  range  upon  the  battery. 
1^0  order  had  been  received  to  retire,  but  it  soon  became  very  evident 
that  the  position  was  no  longer  tenable.  A very  few  moments  more 
would  have  lost  my  guns.  Both  batteries  were  limbered  to  the  rear, 
nnd  at  about  7 p.  m.  I left  the  field,  immediately  after  Captain  Tidball. 
The  enemy  very  soon  occupied  the  ground.  It  was  getting  quite  dark, 
and  the  battle  closed.  During  the  day  there  was  fired  from  my  battery 
something  over  1,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  not  one  round  was 
fired  without  deliberate  aim.  At  least  such  is  my  belief,  based  upon 
very  close  observation  of  the  fire. 

My  battery  was  not  again  immediately  under  fire  until  the  30th  ultimo. 
On  that  day  it  was  in  position  on  a point  of  White  Oak  Eidge,  imme- 
diately overlooking  a plain  of  from  1,500  to  1,800  yards  wide.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  plain  was  a thick  line  of  woods.  About  5 p.  m.  a bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  its  concealment  on  the  edge  of  the 
wood.  I immediately  answered  with  case-shot  and  shell.  The  enemy 
apparently  concentrated  most  of  their  fire  upon  my  battery,  probably 
because  it  was  the  most  conspicuous,  and  I had  2 men  and  a horse  killed 
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almost  immediately.  By  the  fire  of  our  batteries  the  enemy  was  soon 
knocked  to  pieces  and  silenced.  The  fight  was  too  unequal,  and  was 
apparently  so  considered  by  the  New  York  battery  on  my  right.  The 
conduct  of  this  battery  I have  already  reported  verbally  to  the  general 
commanding  the  division,  and  also  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  I here  renew  that  report  in  writing.  It  called  itself 
the  Fourth  New  York,  and  was  commanded  by  a Lieutenant  Nairn.  I 
believe  there  is  the  amplest  evidence  that  it  killed  an  officer  and  2 
enlisted  men  of  our  own.  However  that  may  be,  I can  assert  from  my 
own  knowledge  that  if  terrible  at  all  it  was  only  so  to  its  friends.  It 
fired  quite  rapidly,  making  considerable  noise  and  smoke,  but  it  fired 
canister  at  a distance  of  from  1,500  to  1,800  yards.  Bound  after  round 
of  canister  was  fired,  and,  so  far  as  I could  observe,  nothing  else  was 
until  long  after  both  friend  and  foe  had  ceased  firing.  This  irrepress- 
ible battery  threw  several  case-shot  or  shell,  which  struck  somewhere, 
certainly  much  nearer  our  own  troops  than  the  point  at  which  the 
hostile  battery  had  been  posted. 

In  the  battle  of  the  1st  of  July  my  battery  was  exposed  only  to  acci- 
dental fire  of  the  enemy,  although  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  it  had 
an  opportunity  of  placing  a few  shot  at  effective  range. 

I would  mention  particularly  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and  enlisted 
men.  Lieutenants  Watson,  McElrath,  and  MacConnell  displayed  a cool- 
ness and  intrepidity  under  heavy  fire  and  a cheerfulness  and  patience 
in  the  endurance  of  much  fatigue  and  loss  of  sleep  worthy  of  the  very 
highest  praise.  My  men,  although  all  recruits,  with  very  few  exceptions 
behaved  exceedingly  well.  I would  especially  mention  First  Sergt. 
Lemuel  Smith  and  Sergts.  Stephen  Hemion  and  Charles  M.  Taylor,  and 
Cor  pi.  Martin  Maloy.  - 

In  closing  this  report  I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  to  the  fact  and  manner  of  the  loss  of  three  of  the 
guns  of  my  battery.  None  of  them  were  lost  on  or  near  any  battle- 
field. Two  were  disabled  and  abandoned  while  retiring  from  the  field 
of  the  27th  ultimo  j the  third  on  the  march  to  this  point.  In  each  case 
the  axles  were  broken  short  off.  The  material  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  these  carriages  was  of  the  most  villainously  poor  character  j the  iron 
of  the  axles  of  the  very  poorest  quality,  and  never  properly  welded. 
Five  of  the  six  axles  of  my  guns  have  broken  since  arriving  at  Camp 
Winfield  Scott.  Fortunately  two  broke  and  were  replaced  just  before 
leaving  Camp  Lovell. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  H.  WEED, 

Captain,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery  I, 

Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  Artillery  Reserve, 


No.  139. 

Report  of  Capt,  John  Edwards,  commanding  Batteries  L and  1/,  Third  U. 
8.  Artillery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Oaines^  Mill,  engage^ 
ment  at  TurJcey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 

Camp  near  James  Biver,  Va., 

July  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
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taken  hy  Batteries  L and  M,  Third  Artillery,  in  the  late  engagements 
with  the  rebels : 

On  the  evening  of  June  26  I was  directed  to  report  with  the  battery 
to  General  McCall.  It  was  about  sunset  when  I reached  his  position. 
The  battery  was  here  exposed  to  the  enemy^s  artillery  fire.  Two  men 
were  slightly  wounded,  two  horses  placed  hors  de  combat^  and  two  chiefs 
of  pieces  disabled  by  the  fall  of  their  horses.  The  battery  was  placed 
in  position  on  the  left  of  the  line,  where  it  opened  a fire  of  case-shot  and 
shell  on  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  the  woods  harboring  their  troops. 
But  a few  rounds  were  fired,  as  it  soon  became  too  dark  to  fire  with 
accuracy.  At  early  dawn  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  across 
the  creek,  opened  a lively  musketry  fire  upon  our  position,  without  in- 
flicting any  serious  damage.  At  the  same  time  I had  received  orders 
to  withdraw  to  Gaines’  Mill,  which  order  was  executed. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  27th  two  sections  of  the  battery,  Lieuten- 
ants Hayden’s  and  Kelly’s,  were  posted  on  the  right  of  the  center  in  a 
hollow  to  the  left  of  the  house  used  as  a hospital,  from  which  position 
a partial  view  of  the  plain  upon  which  the  enemy  debouched  was  had. 
Before  opening  fire  here  I was  ordered  to  take  one  section  in  the  field 
to  the  front  near  the  wooded  ravine  that  ran  parallel  to  the  right  of  the 
army.  I took  Lieutenant  Hayden’s  section  to  this  position.  The 
pieces  were  no  sooner  brought  into  battery  than  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  them  from  at  least  six  guns.  A constant  shower  of  shell  and 
solid  shot  fell  in  and  around  the  section.  One  cannoneer  was  wounded 
at  the  piece.  The  section  opened  upon  them  effectively  with  case-shot. 

I then  received  notice  from  Colonel  Warren  that  the  enemj"  were 
preparing  to  charge  us  from  the  ravine.  I threw  double  rounds  of  can- 
ister into  the  ravine,  and  at  the  same  time  received  orders  from  General 
Sykes  to  retire  behind  the  infantry.  I withdrew  the  section  and  posted 
it  on  the  hill  behind  the  infantry.  Lieutenant  Brownson’s  section  was 
joined  to  Lieutenant  Kelly’s  in  the  position  first  mentioned,  where  an 
effective  fire  was  kept  up  upon  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  enemy. 
These  sections  remained  in  this  position  until  the  enemy’s  fire  had  com- 
paratively ceased  and  their  artillery  was  seen  to  withdraw.  When  the 
battle  was  renewed  I was  directed  to  detach  one  of  the  sections  and 
post  it  on  the  high  ground  600  or  700  yards  to  the  left.  I placed  Lieu- 
tenant Kelly’s  section  there,  but  the  position  was  not  a good  one,  as 
nothing  could  be  seen.  His  section  was  afterward  moved  directly  to 
the  front  across  the  road  and  in  the  angle  of  the  field  formed  by  the 
two  roads,  one  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  the  other 
running  along  our  front.  At  this  time  the  battery  was  split  up  into 
sections.  Lieutenant  Hayden’s  was  posted  on  the  hill  in  front  of  the 
hospital,  Lieutenant  Brownson’s  400  or  500  yards  to  the  left  of  it.  Lieu- 
tenant Kelly’s  600  to  700  yards  to  the  left  of  the  latter.  As  I could  not 
be  in  these  three  positions  at  the  same  time,  I passed  from  one  section 
to  the  other  continually,  to  observe  and  direct  the  fire. 

About  half  an  hour  before  our  infantry  fell  back  I withdrew  Lieu- 
tenant Kelly’s  section  from  its  exposed  position  to  the  height  in  rear. 
Shortly  afterward,  as  our  troops  were  breaking  and  running  to  the  rear, 
I directed  Lieutenant  Kelly  to  limber  up  and  retire.  The  guns  were 
the  last  to  leave  that  part  of  the  field.  I then  rode  to  Lieutenant 
Brownson’s  section.  He  was  already  limbering  up  and  in  great  danger 
of  losing  his  section,  as  the  rebels  had  gained  the  road  in  front.  The 
two  lead-horses  of  one  piece  had  been  killed  and  the  two  surviving 
horses  were  shot  as  the  piece  was  being  limbered.  This  gun  was  drawn 
to  the  rear  by  2 horses.  I started  for  Lieutenant  Hayden’s  section, 
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but  found  the  grounds  in  and  around  the  hospital,  which  was  in  rear  of 
his  position,  occupied  by  the  rebels.  I kept  on  to  the  right  of  this 
building  and  soon  met  Lieutenant  Hayden,  who  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  advanced  upon  him  in  large  numbers ; that  he  threw  double 
rounds  of  canister,  when  he  was  struck  in  the  leg  by  a musket-ball  and 
fell.  Upon  recovering  himself,  his  cannoneers  had  left  and  most  of  the 
horses  were  slain.  I get  but  a confused  account  of  the  capture  of  this 
section.  Lieutenant  Hayden  having  been  wounded.  I saw  nothing  of 
it  myself.  Lieutenant  Brownson^s  section  did  a good  deal  of  execution 
during  the  action,  throwing  double  rounds  of  canister  at  the  rebel  in- 
fantry on  two  different  occasions  when  they  advanced  beyond  their 
cover.  Eight  horses  out  of  sixteen  were  shot  in  this  section  alone. 
Lieutenant  Brownson  occupied  nearly  the  same  position  through  the 
engagement,  and  held  it  unflinchingly  until  the  last  moment,  although 
the  enemy  kept  up  a continuous  fire  of  artillery  upon  the  section.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  battery — 
First  Lieutenants  Hayden  and  Kelly,  who  were  both  wounded,  the  latter 
slightly,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Brownson.  They  all  behaved  with 
gallantry  and  coolness. 

My  guns  were  advanced  nearer  to  the  enemy  by  500  yards  than  any 
artillery  on  the  field.  Had  I been  able  to  have  reached  the  sC/Ction  in 
time  I think  I could  have  saved  it.  In  this  action  2 lieutenants,  1 ser- 
geant, and  6 privates  were  wounded ; 1 private  missing,  known  to  have 
been  wounded,  and  24  horses  were  shot.  My  own  horse  was  shot  un- 
der me. 

In  the  artillery  combat  of  the  30th  June  the  battery  was  posted  on 
the  height  occupied  by  the  left  of  the  army.  The  enemy  opened  their 
guns  upon  us  from  their  concealment  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side  of 
the  valley.  The  different  batteries  as  well  as  my  own.  posted  on  this 
hill,  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  they  were  soon  silenced.  The  battery 
suffered  no  loss  here.  On  the  1st  of  July,  in  the  afternoon,  I was  or- 
dered to  the  front.  General  Griffin  directed  me  to  a position  near  a 
small  house,  about  900  yards  from  the  woods  in  front,  where  the  enemy 
had  their  forces  concealed.  Their  artillery,  hidden  by  the  woods, 
played  upon  us,  but  their  fire  was  bad.  The  battery  returned  their  fire 
with  effect.  The  enemy^s  sharpshooters  crept  along  a wooded  ravine 
to  the  right  and  on  to  the  left  some  250  yards  off,  from  which  points 
they  annoyed  us  a good  deal  by  attempts  to  pick  off  the  cannoneers. 
Our  own  sharpshooters  would  not  advance  sufficiently  to  drive  them 
off,  and  I was  forced  to  fire  canister  at  them. 

After  some  time  a regiment  of  rebels  emerged  from  the  woods  waving 
their  flag.  The  battery  plied  them  with  case-shot,  and  as  they  ap- 
proached nearer  with  double  rounds  of  canister.  The  Ninth  Massachu- 
setts Eegiment,  which  was  in  rear  of  my  battery,  then  rose  up,  gave  a 
cheer,  and  advanced  bravely  as  far  as  the  rear  of  my  limbers,  where 
they  crouched  down  and  opened  a fire  of  musketry  in  spite  of  all  my 
efforts  to  stop  them,  thereby  placing  my  men  and  horses  in  great  jeop- 
ardy. I continued  the  fire  of  canister,  and  under  its  effects  the  rebel 
ranks  were  broken  and  many  men  ran  to  the  rear.  I then  urged  this 
regiment  forward.  They  advanced  a short  distance  beyond  my  guns. 
I ordered  the  latter  to  be  limbered  up  and  to  withdraw.  The  rebels 
had  approached  so  near  one  of  my  guns  that  Corporal  Himmer  shot 
one  with  his  revolver.  In  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Brownson  was 
wounded  in  the  head  by  a fragment  of  a shell.  I directed  him  to  retire 
to  the  rear.  One  private  was  killed,  1 corporal  and  5 privates  wounded, 
and  1 iirivate  wounded  and  missing  j 5 horses  were  shot. 
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I have  to  report  my  commendation  with  regard  to  the  officers,  and 
also  state  that  the  greater  part  of  the  enlisted  men  fought  nohl^^  I 
would  mention  First  Sergeant  App,  who  took  charge  of  the  caissons, 
and  Privates  Smith,  Moffitt,  Mallinger,  Burke,  Emmett,  Reed,  and  oth- 
ers, who  proved  themselves  good  soldiers. 

JN^O.  EDWARDS, 
Captain,  Third  Artillery. 


No.  140. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  G.  Buchanan,  Fourth  JJ.  S.  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill,  engagement  at 
Turhey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Regular  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing,  Va.,  July  6,  1862. 
Sib  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  bri- 
gade since  the  26th  of  June : 

On  the  26th,  the  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Third,  Fourth,  Twelfth, 
and  Fourteenth  Infantry,  having  just  returned  to  camp  near  New 
Bridge  from  a reconnaissance  to  Totopotomoy  Creek,  was  ordered  out 
about  4 p.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville  to  support  McCalFs 
division,  then  known  to  be  engaged  with  the  enemjL  We  advanced 
about  half  a mile,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  order  of  battle.  At 
daylight  next  morning  we  moved  back  to  camp,  and  after  collecting  the 
knapsacks  of  the  men,  sending  off  the  sick  to  cross  the  Ohickahominy, 
and  destroying  the  commissary  and  other  stores,  crossed  the  creek  at 
Gaines’  Mill  to  a position  in  front  of  McGehee’s  house,  and  covering  the 
Cold  Harbor  Cross  Roads,  where  it  was  disposed  of  in  order  to  repel 
an  attack  of  the  enemy.  I ordered  the  Fourth  Infantry  to  support 
Weed’s  battery,  posted  on  a knoll  commanding  the  Cold  Harbor  road, 
whilst  the  Third  was  ordered  to  occupy  a position  along  the  head  of  the 
road  and  to  the  left  of  the  battery,  from  which  it  could  observe  the  road 
and  a skirt  of  timber  in  front,  through  which  the  enemy  might  advance. 
The  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  the  corn  field  in 
front  of  McGehee’s  house.  This  disposition  of  my  brigade  was  generally 
maintained  throughout  the  battle,  being  only  varied  by  the  alternate 
successes  of  the  opposing  forces  during  the  action,  as  the  troops  pressed 
back  the  enemy  or  were  pressed  back  in  turn.  Our  position  was  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  upon  its  being  held  very  much  depended. 

About  noon  the  enemy  commenced  by  attacking  our  right  flank 
with  his,  artillery,  to  which  Weed  responded  in  a vigorous  manner, 
soon  silencing  his  battery  and  driving  him  from  that  part  of  the  field. 
Tidball’s  battery  was  now  advanced  and  took  up  a position  on  the 
right  of  Weed,  and  both  retained  their  positions  till  the  close  of  the 
battle.  The  action  soon  became  lively  on  the  right,  and  the  Fourteenth 
Infantry  was  first  throwm  into  the  edge  of  the  woods  fronting  the  house, 
through  which  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  soon  attempted  to  advance,  but 
without  success,  as  the  Fourteenth  routed  and  drove  them  off*  hand- 
somely. Meantime  they  came  up  in  force  through  the  woods  and  field 
to  the  left,  and  immediately  Major  Glitz  changed  the  front  of  his  bat- 
talion (the  Twelfth)  and  repulsed  them  handsomely.  Again  the  enemy 
brought  u])  his  artillery  and  engaged  Weed  and  Tidball,  but  was  re- 
pulsed, with  the  loss  of  several  caissons  blown  up. 
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About  3.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  renewed  his  efforts,  and  the  action  soon 
became  general  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  the  lines.  At  this  time 
the  brigade  was  disposed  as  follows : The  Fourth,  still  on  the  extreme 
right,  was  supporting  Weed  and  Tidball;  the  Third  in  its  position  ob- 
serving the  road  5 the  Twelfth  along  the  fence  running  to  the  edge  of 
the  woods  fronting  the  house,  and  the  Fourteenth  in  the  corn  field  facing 
toward  this  woods. 

Seeing  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  coming  up  from  the  ravine 
to  the  left,  and  moving  up  through  the  field  to  the  left  of  that  occupied 
by  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth,  I directed  the  Fourteenth  to  change 
front  to  the  rear,  with  the  view  of  flanking  him,  and  then  to  charge  as 
he  fell  back.  This  was  done,  and  the  two  battalions  crossed  the  inter- 
vening fence  and  advanced  in  as  handsome  a line  of  battle  as  I ever 
saw  on  drill,  driving  the  enemy  from  this  field  and  killing  many  of 
them.  I then  advanced  the  Third  into  the  field  on  the  right  and  threw 
it  into  the  edge  of  the  wood  in  front,  in  order  to  repel  any  effort  to  turn 
my  right.  Having  done  this,  I observed  a company  of  pickets  coming 
up  from  the  Cold  Harbor  road  without  an  officer,  and  upon  inquiring 
whose,  it  was  found  that  it  was  Captain  Lay’s  Twelfth  Infantry,  who, 
the  sergeant  stated,  had  been  taken  sick  and  was  then  with  the  Fourth 
Infantry.  This  officer  has  since  been  arrested  under  charges  for  gross 
dereliction  of  duty  on  a subsequent  occasion. 

The  battle  now  raged  with  varying  success  until  night-fall,  when  all 
the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  and  the  most  of  them  were 
thrown  across  the  Chickahominy.  The  conflict  in  this  part  of  the  field 
throughout  the  entire  day  was  characterized  by  the  most  indomitable 
energy,  perseverance,  and  gallantry  of  our  troops.  Every  time  that  a 
regiment  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed  a fresh  body  came  to  take  its  place, 
whilst  we  occupied  our  original  ground  with  the  same  forces  that  first 
went  into  action.  Here  it  was  that  we  met  with  the  most  of  our  loss, 
and  yet  my  brigade  maintained  its  ground  against  greatly  superior  odds 
for  nearly  eight  hours. 

During  the  entire  action  the  Fourth  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Capt.  J.  B.  Collins,  covered  the  two  batteries,  and  at  its  close  formed  in 
rear  of  them  and  marched  there,  when  they  were  withdrawn,  about  8 
p.  m.  On  the  march  to  the  rear,  which  was  not  commenced  until  the 
batteries  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  the  Fourth  on  three  several  oc- 
casions formed,  fronting  the  enemy  and  checking  his  advance,  whilst 
the  batteries  were  enabled  to  pass  successfully  obstacles  that  seriously 
impeded  their  progress  and  threatened  their  capture.  This  regiment 
did  not  cross  the  Chickahominy,  but  took  ui)  a position  covering  the 
Grapevine  Bridge  on  the  north  side,  which  it  maintained  that  night. 
The  next  morning,  after  partially  destroying  that  bridge,  it  crossed  by 
the  Woodbury  Bridge  to  Camp  Lincoln.  Maj.  Delozier  Davidson  com- 
manded the  regiment  until  after  it  was  posted  as  the  support  to  the  bat- 
teries, when,  without  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  any  one,  he  ab- 
sented himself,  leaving  his  horse  with  his  orderly,  and  has  not  been  seen 
or  heard  of  since. 

Our  loss  was  very  severe,  and  among  others  was  that  of  the  brave 
and  lamented  Major  Eossell,  commanding  the  Third  Infantry,  and  the 
gallant  and  dashing  Clitz,  commanding  the  Twelfth,  who  was  twice 
severely  wounded,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  a prisoner  in  Ilichmond. 
My  coininand  behaved  admirably,  and  fully  maintained  the  reputation 
of  the  regulars.  The  two  old  regiments  (the  Third  and  Fourth  ) main- 
tained their  previous  rei)utation,  and  the  new  battalions  (the  Twelfth 
and  Fourteenth)  earned  one  for  themselves.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
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evening  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Oapt.  E.  NT.  Scott,  Fourth 
Infantry,  was  disabled  by  a severe  wound  in  the  arm  whilst  in  the  act 
of  carrying  an  order  to  the  batteries  and  the  Fourth  to  withdraw,  and 
was  soon  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  His  cool  and  gallant  conduct 
throughout  the  day  deserves  especial  notice. 

On  the  28th  the  Fourth  Infantry  was  thrown  out  on  picket  in  front 
of  Grapevine  Bridge,  with  orders  to  destroy  it,  which  was  successfully 
done,  and  about  noon  the  regiment  was  relieved  by  mounted  pickets 
and  returned  to  Gamp  Lincoln.  About  3 p.  m.  the  brigade  left  camp 
and  moved  past  Savage  Station  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp, 
through  which  it  passed  that  night  and  the  next  morning,  when  it  was 
halted  near  tlie  head  of  the  Quaker  road  and  placed  in  position  for 
battle.  This  position  was  occupied  until  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
when  the  brigade  moved  to  Malvern  Hills,  near  the  James  Eiver. 
Here  the  brigade  was  divided,  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  occupying 
a position  on  the  plain  near  the  house,  whilst  the  Third  and  Fourth 
were  posted  in  a wood  on  the  side  of  a liill  to  the  right  of  the  line  and 
somewhat  in  advance,  which  it  was  considered  it  was  most  important 
to  hold.  That  evening  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a battery  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  after  a sharp  artil- 
lery fight  was  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  his  pieces  behind  him.  During 
the  fight  a ^^ew  York  battery  (said  to  be  Captain  Smithes),  firing  through 
the  woods  in  which  the  Third  was  posted,  killed,  by  cutting  away  the 
branches  of  the  trees,  which  fell  upon  them,  1 officer.  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Guire, 1 sergeant,  and  1 private  of  that  regiment. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  enemy  attacked  the  position  occupied  by  the 
army  in  force,  and  about  3.30  p.  m.  the  First  Brigade  was  brought  into 
action,  the  disposition  of  the  regiments  being  regulated  by  the  division 
commander.  The  Third  and  Fourth  were  pushed  across  a ravine 
through  the  woods  to  our  right,  whilst  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth 
were  deployed  on  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  a line  about  per- 
pendicular to  the  direction  of  their  base.  By  this  latter  movement  the 
enemy  was  defeated  in  an  effort  to  turn  our  fiank,  and  the  brigade  was 
reunited  and  placed  in  position  in  the  extreme  front  by  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding,  which  position  it  held  until  about  2 a.  m.,  when 
I withdrew  it  a few  yards  to  another  on  the  road  to  the  house  where 
the  left  lay.  About  that  hour  I received  an  order  from  the  commander 
of  the  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps  to  the  effect  that  my  brigade,  with 
a battery  of  artillery  and  AverelFs  cavalry,  would  constitute  the  rear 
guard  of  the  army,  which  was  then  falling  back  across  Turkey  Creek 
Bridge. 

The  brigade  remained  in  its  position  until  about  5 a.  m.,  when  Col- 
onel Averell  arrived  on  the  ground  and  directed  its  further  disposition. 
Having  about  7 a.  m.  received  the  order  to  retire,  the  brigade  moved 
off,  left  in  front,  and  having  crossed  the  bridge,  was  formed  in  a large 
plain — the  Third,  Fourth,  and  Twelfth  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  Four- 
teenth to  the  left  and  front  on  the  main  road,  covering  some  roads  lead- 
ing into  White  Oak  Swamp,  which  position  it  maintained  for  some 
time;  but  no  enemy  appearing  to  oppose  us,  the  march  was  resumed  and 
continued  to  the  camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  about  half  a mile  from 
this  point.  On  the  3d  we  changed  our  camp  to  our  present  position. 

In  summing  up  our  operations  I cannot  but  ask  for  my  brigade  the 
favorable  notice  of  the  commanding  general  for  its  patient  endurance 
of  hardship  and  great  exposure,  its  energetic  and  prompt  action  on  all 
occasions,  and  its  marked  coolness  and  gallantry  in  action.  Bivouack- 
ing for  eleven  nights  with  small  supply  of  rations,  which  it  had  seldom 
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time  to  cook;  enduring  everything’,  not  only  without  complaint,  but 
with  absolute  cheerfulness ; conscious  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  in 
which  we  are  enlisted,  it  has  earned  for  itself  an  honorable  name. 

Maj.  Delozier  Davidson,  Fourth  Infantry,  absented  himself  from  his 
regiment  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  of  the  27th  and  has  not 
been  heard  of  since:  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  Williams,  Third  Infantry,  ab- 
sented himself  also  on  that  occasion  and  has  not  since  joined ; Capt. 
J.  Carbery  Lay,  Twelfth  Infantry,  is  reported  as  having  been  drunk 
duiing  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  July  and  unfit  for  duty,  and  Second 
Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Wright,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  absented  himself  with- 
out leave  during  that  evening  and  has  not  since  joined. 

It  now  becomes  my  agreeable  duty  to  bring  to  the  especial  notice  of 
the  commanding  general  the  names  of  the  following  officers,  whose 
gallant  conduct  entitles  them  to  that  distinction : Oapt.  B.  N.  Scott, 
Fourth  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  First  Brigade 
on  the  27th  June  (severely  wounded) ; Second  Lieut.  William  H.  Powell, 
adjutant  Fourth  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  since  that 
date;  Oai^t.  J.  B.  Oollins,  commanding  Fourth  Infantry:  Capt.  Hiram 
Dryer,  acting  field  officer  Fourth  Infantry;  Oapt.  J.  D.  O’Connell,  com- 
manding Fourteenth  Infantry;  Bvt.  Maj.  M.  M.  Blunt,  commanding 
Twelfth  Infantr}';  Capt.  D.  B.  McKibbin,  acting  field  officer  Fourteenth 
Infantry;  Oapt.  Thomas  W.  Walker,  acting  field  officer  Third  Infantry; 
Capt.  John  G.  Read,  acting  field  officer  Twelfth  Infantry,;  Capt.  Fred- 
erick Winthrop,  Twelfth  Infantry;  First  Lieuts.  C.  R.  Coster,  H.  E. 
Smith,  J.  G.  Heckscher,  and  Robert  L.  Burnett,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

Inclosed  are  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders. 

Believing  that  my  report  covers  all  the  principal  operations  of  my 
brigade,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  0.  BUCHANAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Fourth  Infantry^  Oommandiny  Brigade. 

Capt.  Fred  T.  Locke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.^  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps. 


No.  141. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Walker^  Third  U.  S.  Infantry^  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge^  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  on  James  River,  July  4,  1862. 
The  regiment,  under  command  of  Maj.  N.  B.  Rossell,  left  bivouac 
near  Hall’s  shops  and  marched  to  Camp  Lovell ; left  Camp  Lovell  at 
3.30  p.  m.  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Mcchanicsville,  I J miles,  and 
took  position  for  battle.  Bivouacked  in  position  that  night.  June  27 
marched  at  4 a.  m.  to  Camp  Lovell;  then  fell  back  beyond  Gaines’  Mill, 
and  took  up  position  near  the  right  of  the  line  of  battle,  with  Weed’s 
and  Tidball’s  batteries  on  our  right  and  Griffin’s  battery  on  our  left. 
Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Infantry  to  our  left.  Battle  began  at  noon. 
The  regiment  remained  in  its  position  under  fire,  though  not  engaged, 
until  about  4 j).  nr.,  when,  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Infantry  having 
niov’ed  forward  to  charge  the  enemy,  the  Third  Infantry  was  ordered 
to  the  front  under  a heavy  fire,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Twelfth  and 
Iourt(‘enth,  to  take  position  along  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  su^jport 
those  two  regiments  and  prevent  the  euemjHurning  their  flank.  I was 


362 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXm. 


here  ordered  by  Maj.  N.  B.  Eossell  to  report  to  General  Sykes  that  the 
enemy^s  cavalry  and  infantry  in  large  force  were  attempting  to  turn  onr 
right  flank. 

On  returning  to  the  regiment  I found  its  whole  left  wing  exposed  to 
a murderous  fire  from  the  front,  flank,  and  rear,  and  almost  surrounded, 
and  that  in  my  absence  Maj.  E.  B.  Eossell  had  been  mortally  wounded. 
I then  took  command  of  the  regiment,  and  the  Twelfth  having  retired 
to  its  original  position  and  not  seeing  the  Fourteenth,  I withdrew  the 
regiment  slowly  to  its  first  position  in  sux^port  of  the  batteries,  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  being  to  our  left.  The  enemy  suddenly  appeared  in 
front  of  the  Twelfth  in  the  woods  and  almost  decimated  the  regiment 
at  a volley.  I pushed  forward  four  companies  (Companies  0,  D,  H, 
and  I,  under  Captain  Davies,  Lieutenants  Sheridan,  McGuire,  and 
Eckert),  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Twelfth,  which  formed  on  their 
left,  vigorously  attacked  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back  to  the  woods. 
This  position  I maintained  until  after  night-fall  and  until  all  on  my 
left  hand  had  fallen  back.  Weed’s  and  TidbalFs  batteries  were  still  in 
position,  and,  supported  by  the  Fourth  Infantry  on  the  right  and  the 
Third  on  the  left,  still  held  the  enemy  in  check. 

About  8 o’clock  p.  m.  all  on  my  right  retired,  and  I slowly  fell  back 
to  a line  of  batteries  established  about  600  yards  in  my  rear,  and  took 
up  a position  on  their  right  flank,  and  held  this  position  until  all  the 
batteries  had  retired  to  the  rear.  I then  withdrew  from  the  field,  the 
regiment  being  the  last  to  pass  the  hospital  in  rear  of  the  battle  ground. 

About  5 p.  m.  I discovered  that  Lieutenant  Williams,  commanding 
Company  G,  was  unaccountably  missing,  and  that  Sergt.  William 
Hessian,  of  the  same  company,  had  assumed  the  command  of  the  com- 
pany and  was  handling  it  well.  I then  detached  Lieutenant  Page 
from  Company  D and  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  Company  G,  in 
which  position  he  has  since  remained.  Bivouacked  that  night  near 
the  bridge  over  the  Chickahominy.  I believed  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion named,  all  the  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well,  and  would 
especially  refer  to  the  good  conduct  of  Sergt.  Maj.  August  Kaiser,  First 
Sergt.  David  Grier,  Company  E,  and  First  Sergt.  Stanley  Mourton,  of 
Company  H,  all  of  whom  have  heretofore  been- recommended  for  pro- 
motion. Company  K,  Lieutenant  Whitney,  was  detailed  on  picket 
early  in  the  morning,  and  acted  with  the  Fourth  Infantry  during  the 
day. 

June  28,  left  our  bivouac  at  1.20  a.  m.  and  marched  across  the  Chicka- 
hominy, and  took  up  a position  on  the  hill  previously  occupied  as  gen- 
eral headquarters,  where  we  remained  until  about  5 p.  m.,  when  we 
took  up  the  march  through  Savage  Station  to  a point  where  the  bag- 
gage had  been  left,  where  we  halted  some  hours. 

June  29,  marched,  about  1 o’clock  a.  m.,  to  and  through  W^hite  Oak 
Swamp,  to  a point  near  Kew  Market  road.  . 

June  30,  marched  to  camp  on  James  Eiver — name  unknown  to  me. 
About  4 p.  m.  Lieut.  Woods  McGuire,  and  Corporals  Montford,  Com- 
pany D,  and  Jansen,  Company  H,  were  killed  by  the  firing  of  a battery 
posted  on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Third  Infantry,  and  com- 
manded, I believe,  by  Lieutenant  Nairn. 

July  1,  the  regiment  was  under  arms.  Captain  Wilkins  commanding, 
in  the  woods  till  near  night,  when  we  were  pushed  forward  through 
the  woods  under  a heavy  fire,  and  took  ux^  x’^^^ition  near  the  left  of  the 
battj^^'then  x)rogTessing.  Here  the  regiment  remained,  snx)X)orting  Eob- 
ertson’s  battery,  until  the  battle  ended,  and  bivouacked  on  the  field, 
and  collected  many  x^risoners  during  the  night. 
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July  2,  detailed  on  extreme  rear  guard,  and  marched  in  rear  of  the 
whole  army,  except  AverelFs  cavalry  command,  to  a point  about  3 miles 
from  Turkey  Bridge,  where  it  was  relieved  from  rear-guard  duty,  and 
marched  into  camp  with  the  brigade. 

Herewith  inclosed  you  will  please  find  list  of  all  the  casualties  in  the 
regiment  from  the  26th  June  to  the  present  date.* 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  brigade  headquarters  I would  men- 
tion the  names  of  Sergt.  Maj.  August  Kaiser,  First  Sergt.  David  Grier, 
Company  E,  and  First  Sergt.  Stanley  Mourton,  Company  H,  Third 
Infantry,  as  being  in  my  opinion  entitled  to  promotion  to  commission 
on  account  of  their  abilities,  past  good  conduct,  and  excellent  bearing 
in  the  recent  engagements. 

On  this  march  all  the  regimental  and  company  property  has  been 
destroyed  and  abandoned  by  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  WALKED, 

Captain^  Third  Infantry^  Commanding  Regiment. 


Ko.  142. 

Reports  of  Capt.  John  D.  Wilkins,  Third  U.  JS.  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
Turkey  Bridge  and  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  Eegiment  U.  S.  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing^  Ya.,  July  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a report  supplementary  to  one 
already  furnished  by  Captain  Walker.  The  reason  of  its  not  having 
been  furnished  earlier  was  my  having  been  sick.  In  justice  to  myself  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  24th  of  June,  at  Camp  Lovell,  I was 
quite  ill  with  fever,  and  was  on  the  sick  report,  unable  to  attend  any 
duty  at  the  time  the  movement  commenced,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
assistant  surgeon  to  the  rear.  On  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Gaines^ 
house  I rode  to  the  regiment  in  an  ambulance  and  reported  to  Major 
Eossell  for  duty,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  return  to  the  wagons  and 
remain  there.  On  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chickahominy  I reported  for  duty,  and,  as  subsequent  events  proved, 
too  soon  for  my  health.  On  my  arrival  at  this  point,  having  been  on 
foot  nearly  all  the  time,  I was  so  utterly  prostrated  as  to  be  entirely 
unfit  for  duty,  and  was  sent  by  the  assistant  surgeon  to  the  rear,  and 
am  only  now  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  fit  for  duty. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  WILKINS, 

Captain,  Third  Infantry^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Powell, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Brigade  Regulars. 


Headquarters  Third  Eegiment  U.  S.  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing^  Va.j  July  20,  1862. 
Sir  : In  order  to  complete  the  report  of  the  movements  of  this  regi- 
ment during  the  change  of  the  base  of  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

I assumed  command  of  the  regiment  on  the  morning  of  June  28^ 

^ Emljodied  ia  revised  statement,  p.  31. 
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on  its  arrival  this  side  of  Woodbury’s  Bridge.  After  remaining  under 
arms  at  this  point  until  evening  the  regiment  moved,  and  after  a night 
march  arrived  the  next  morning  near  the  position  occupied  by  General 
Couch’s  brigade.  Some  firing  to  our  front  and  right  caused  an  order 
to  halt,  and  a subsequent  order  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  all  the  remainder  of  the  29th 
of  June  and  that  night. 

The  next  morning  we  moved  with  the  brigade,  and  were  assigned  to 
a position  on  or  near  Malvern  Hills.  Here  we  remained  the  30th  of 
June  and  the  1st  of  July  until  evening,  exposed  at  intervals  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy’s,  our  own,  and  the  gunboats’  guns.  At  this  point  we 
lost  Lieut.  Woods  McGuire  and  2 men  killed,  supposed  to  be  by  a shell 
from  one  of  our  batteries  posted  in  our  rear. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  July  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of 
the  troops  already  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hills.  While 
advancing  in  line  of  battle  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy  I received 
orders  from  General  Porter  in  person  to  halt  until  he  brought  some 
other  troops  into  action.  A short  time  after  I received  orders  to  ad- 
vance the  regiment,  which  was  posted  by  General  Sykes  in  a position 
which  I was  directed  to  hold  at  all  hazards,  and  here  we  remained  the 
greater  part  of  the  night. 

Early  on  the  2d  of  July  I received  orders  from  Acting  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Buchanan  to  change  the  position  of  the  regiment,  and  we  moved 
to  the  rear.  On  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Averejl  on  the  field  I was  de- 
tailed by  him  on  other  duty,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  during 
the  remainder  of  the  movement,  until  its  arrival  at  this  point,  devolved 
upon  Captain  Walker,  Third  Infantry. 

During  the  period  I had  command  of  the  regiment  both  ofScers  and 
men  manfully  performed  their  duties.  On  the  night  of  the  1st  of  July, 
while  on  the  field  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Penrose  volunteered  and  with 
my  i^ermission  advanced  to  a house  a short  distance  in  front  of  our 
line,  and  with  a-detachment  of  his  company  captured  an  officer  and  23 
men.  Another  officer  came  into  our  lines  during  the  night,  mistaking 
them,  as  he  said,  for  his  own,  and  was  captured.  The  prisoners  were 
sent  to  the  rear. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  time  I was  in  command  amounted 
to  1 officer  (Lieutenant  McGuire),  2 corporals,  and  1 private  killed  j 7 
privates  wounded,  and  10  privates  missing.  A list  has  already  been 
furnished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  WILKINS, 

Captain,  Third  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Powell, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Brigade  Regulars. 


No.  143. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  B.  CoUins.  Fourth  U.  /S'.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 
Caines’’  Mill,  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  James  Kiver,  Va., 

July  4,  1862. 

Sir:  1 liave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  relative  to  the 
operations  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry  since  June  25,  1862: 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Gaines’  Mill  and  New  Bridge,  Va.,  on 
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tJie  2otli  June,  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Old  Church,  at  the 
Totopotomoy  Creek,  bivouacked  until  next  daj^,  and  returned  to  camp 
about  7 a.  m.  Struck  our  camp  near  Gaines’  Mill  and  New  Bridge  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  26th  j sent  the  baggage  to  Camp  Lincoln,  and 
moved  out  in  the  direction  of  Mechanics ville,  formed  line  of  battle,  and 
remained  in  line  all  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  crossed  the  creek  at  Gaines’  Mill  and 
took  up  a position  for  battle  near  the  mill  to  support  Weed’s  battery, 
which  was  afterward  re-enforced  by  Tidball’s.  The  enemy  vigorously 
attacked  our  position  with  artillery  between  11  and  12  o’clock  a.  m. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy  opened  fire  Maj.  D.  Davidson,  commanding 
the  regiment,  left  the  field,  saying  he  was  going  for  re-enforcements. 
He  returned  shortly  afterward,  and  directed  me  to  move  the  regiment 
by  fiank  to  the  right  about  its  length.  He  then  almost  immediately 
retired  to  the  rear  without  informing  any  one  of  his  intentions,  and  has 
not  been  heard  of  since.  He  left  his  horse  on  the  field  with  his  orderly. 
As  soon  as  I became  satisfied  that  Major  Davidson  had  abandoned  his 
regiment  I assumed  command,  and  moved  its  position  to  one  which  it 
retained  until  sunset.  The  regiment  was,  with  but  slight  intermission, 
under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  from  12  o’clock  until  dark.  They 
made  three  attempts  in  force  to  drive  Captains  Weed’s  and  Tidball’s 
batteries  from  their  i^ositions,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter. 
At  dusk  the  firing  and  cheering  on  our  left  induced  me  to  believe  our 
troops  were  retiring,  and  the  captains  of  the  batteries  saying  thej^  were 
nearly  out  of  ammunition  and  about  to  retire,  I at  once  threw  the  regi- 
ment on  their  left,  between  them  and  their  enemy,  keeping  in  their 
rear,  while  they  withdrew  in  excellent  order,  exposing  my  right  and 
front  to  the  enemy’s  fire.  After  the  batteries  retired,  seeing  none  of 
our  troops  on  the  field  to  our  left  except  a few  stragglers,  I slowly  fol- 
lowed the  batteries  in  excellent  order,  under  a nre  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  carrying  off  our  wounded,  having  previously  buried  our  few 
dead  on  the  field.  Bivouacked  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chickahominy, 
covering  Grapevine  Bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I found  Lieut.  John  Whitney,  Third 
Infantry,  with  his  company  on  picket  on  my  right  and  front.  He  was 
doing  such  excellent  service  that  I directed  him  to  remain  there,  and 
only  had  him  recalled  after  the  batteries  withdrew.  He  was  very 
efficient.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Duvillard,  Twelfth  Infantry,  also  reported  to  me 
with  a few  men,  having  been  separated  from  his  picket.  He  remained 
with  me  until  the  next  morning. 

At  sunrise  on  the  28th  marched  to  Woodbury’s  Bridge  (Grapevine 
Bridge  liaving  been  partially  destroyed)  and  crossed  to  Camp  Lincoln — 
the  last  regiment  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  Kiver.  At  10  a.  m.  the 
regiment  was  placed  on  picket  on  the  west  side  of  the  rear,  near  Grape- 
vine Bridge,  which  they  fired  and  completely  destroyed.  Was  relieved 
during  the  afternoon  by  cavalry  pickets.  At  sunset  left  Camp  Lincoln, 
marched  all  night,  passing  through  Savage  Station  and  White  Oak 
Swamp,  and  halted  at  the  head  of  Quaker  road  at  8 a.  m.  the  29th. 
Bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  until  the  morning  of  the  30th,  then  moved 
to  Malvern,  near  James  Eiver,  where  the  regiment  was  placed  in  line 
of  battle. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  enemy  attacked  in  force.  The  regiment 
having  been  ordered  to  advance  with  General  Butterfield’s  brigade  and 
to  use  the  bayonet,  about  dark  on  the  1st  of  July  one  of  our  batteries 
fired  two  rounds  of  canister  on  my  rear  and  not  more  than  200  yards 
from  me,  which  killed  and  wounded  some  of  my  men.  Fortunately 
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we  were  lying  down  at  the  time  or  the  loss  would  have  been  very 
severe. 

The  regiment  was  one  of  the  four  regular  regiments  forming  the 
First  Brigade  of  Eegulars,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  E.  C.  Buchanan, 
that  slept  on  the  battle-field  in  advance  of  the  line  of  battle  formed  by 
our  troops  in  the  morning.  The  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  the  regiment 
formed  the  rear  of  the  rear  guard  until  we  left  the  field  of  battle. 
Camped  that  night  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  on  the  James  Eiver.  On 
the  morning  of  the  3d  marched  one  mile  to  our  present  camp. 

The  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  accompanies  this.*  During 
the  entire  operations  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  exemplary  cool- 
ness, and  carried  out  all  my  orders  most  cheerfully,  promptly,  and  to 
my  entire  satisfaction. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  B.  COLLINS, 

Captain,  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Powell, 

Adjt.  Fourth  Inft.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  First  Brig.  Regulars. 


* No.  144. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  B.  Clitz,  Twelfth  U.  8.  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 

Caines'^  Mill. 

West  Point,  New  York,  January  13,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  of  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1862  : 

The  Twelfth  Infantry,  forming  part  of  Colonel  Buchanan’s  (First) 
brigade  of  Sykes’  division,  moved  from  its  camp,  near  Gaines’  Mill, 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  June,  out  on  the  Cold  Harbor  road,  to 
the  vicinity  of  McGehee’s  house.  McGehee’s  house  is  a little  more  than 
a mile  in  an  air  line  from  Gaines’  Mill,  and  is  situated  on  the  summit  of 
the  crest  of  a ridge  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chickahominy,  and 
not  more  than  a mile  from  it.  Along  this  crest  runs  a road,  which  in 
places  is  so  sunken  as  to  form  an  admirable  line  of  defense.  In  front 
of  this  road  were  corn  fields,  the  ground  having  a gradual  descent  to 
the  woods,  through  which  an  enemy  would  have  to  approach  our  posi- 
tion to  attack  us  in  front.  The  Twelfth  Infantry  was  posted  in  the  corn 
field  directly  in  front  of  McGehee’s  house,  within  close  musket-range 
of  the  woods  in  front.  It  was  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Eegiments  of  Infantry.  The  Fourteenth  Infantry  was  placed 
in  echelon  some  80  or  100  yards  in  rear  of  its  left.  Warren’s  Third 
Brigade  formed  the  extreme  left  of  our  division  line,  and  the  Second 
Brigade,  under  Major  Lovell,  was  held  in  the  reserve,  covering  the  in- 
terval between  the  First  and  Third  Brigades.  Warren  had  thrown 
skirmishers  into  the  woods  to  his  left  front,  and  I had  detached  a com- 
pany, under  Captain  Lay,  and  posted  it  beyond  the  woods  to  watch  the 
Cold  Harbor  road. 

Our  position  was  naturally  a strong  one,  and  had  General  Sykes  been 
permitted  to  hold  with  his  division  the  line  of  road  it  would  have  been 
almost  impregnable  to  any  attack  in  front,  for  then  the  enemy  would 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  woods  and  approach  us 
over  an  open  space  varying  from  300  to  600  yards  in  width,  and  over 
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gTOuiid  easily  swept  in  its  whole  length  by  both  onr  artillery  and 
musketry. 

The  battle,  which  had  opened  on  the  extreme  left  about  11  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  had  slowly  rolled  along  our  front  and  reached  onr  posi- 
tion about  1 o’clock,  when  Warren’s  skirmishers  were  driven  in. 
When  Warren  found  he  was  about  to  be  closely  engaged,  he  sent  his 
chaplain  to  request  me  to  support  him  on  his  right  flank  with  my  regi- 
ment. I had  put  my  regiment  in  motion,  when  I received  an  order 
from  Colonel  Buchanan  to  support  a section  of  Edwards’  battery,  then 
moving  to  take  position  in  my  front.  I accordingly  halted  the  Twelfth 
about  80  yards  in  rear  of  the  section  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down. 
We  were  soon  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  my  men  bore 
without  flinching  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  section  was 
withdrawn  and  joined  its  battery. 

I had  hardly  regained  the  position  first  occupied  by  my  regiment 
'^when  I saw  Warren’s  brigade  advancing  to  the  attack  in  line  of  battle. 
Seeing  there  was  danger  of  his  right  being  overlapped  by  the  enemy, 
I was  moving  the  Twelfth  to  his  support  when  I received  the  order  to 
charge.  As  I was  still  600  yards  from  the  enemy,  and  not  wishing  to 
exhaust  my  men  before  getting  into  close  action,  I ordered  them  to 
shift  their  arms  to  the  right  shoulder,  and  then  marched  them  in  line 
and  in  quick-time. 

In  the  mean  time  Captain  O’Connell  brought  the  Fourteenth  Infantry 
haudsomelj'  into  line  on  my  right,  while  the  battalion  of  the  Tenth  and 
Seventeenth,  under  Major  Andrews,  moved  down  to  fill  the  interval 
between  my  left  and  the  right  of  Warren’s  brigade.  When  within  easy 
distance  of  the  enemy  these  three  battalions,  taking  the  double-quick 
step,  with  a cheer  dashed  at  the  enemy,  who,  not  waiting  for  us  to  close, 
gave  way  and  fled  in  disorder  across  the  marsh  and  into  the  woods  beyond. 
The  rebels,  now  sheltered  by  the  woods,  opened  on  us  an  enfilading  fire 
of  grape,  canister,  and  musketry,  which  forced  me  to  fall  back  and  oc- 
cupy the  old  position,  the  Fourteenth  forming  line  to  my  right,  and  both 
regiments  facing  the  woods.  We  held  this  ground  until  near  7 o’clock, 
when  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  near  Gaines’  Mill,  had  given  way  and 
was  being  forced  back  behind  our  center  and  right.  At  the  same  time 
the  enemy  was  strongly  re-enforced  in  our  front  and  was  crowding 
through  the  woods  in  overwhelming  numbers. 

The  Fourteenth  now  fell  back  in  good  order  to  the  road,  where  our  sec- 
ond line  was  forming.  As  my  men  were  partially  sheltered  by  lying 
down  behind  a low  ridge  of  ground  I determined  to  hold  my  position 
as  long  as  possible,  in  order  to  give  the  second  line  time  to  form.  My 
regiment  was  now  without  support  on  either  flank,  and  I soon  became 
satisfied  that  I must  either  give  ground  or  see  my  battalion  surrounded, 
cut  to  pieces,  or  captured.  I therefore  warned  my  men  that  the  enemy 
were  close  upon  us  and  that  they  must  be  cool  and  aim  low.  When 
the  rebel  regiment  immediately  in  my  front  was  within  50  yards  I 
gave  the  order  to  rise  and  fire.  My  men  poured  in  one  close,  wither- 
ing volley.  I then  gave  the  order  to  face  about  and  fall  back  at  the 
double-quick  and  to  rally  in  the  road  behind  the  second  line.  I had 
been  twice  wounded,  and  while  in  the  act  of  rallying  my  men  in  the 
road  I felt  faint  from  loss  of  blood  and  was  assisted  to  McGehee’s  house, 
only  a short  distance  ofi',  and  which  was  used  as  a temporary  hospital. 
While  lying  there  I witnessed  the  most  desperate  fighting  of  the  day. 
The  First  and  {Second  Brigades  of  the  regular  division  had  rallied  in 
the  rear  of  Weed’s,  Tidball’s,  and  Kingsbury’s  batteries  and  the  out- 
buildings of  McGee’s  house,  and  they  held  the  position,  in  sj^ite  of  the 
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great  odds  against  them,  for  nearly  an  hour.  They  only  fell  back 
when  they  received  the  second  peremptory  order  to  do  so.  Not  being 
able  to  leave  the  field,  I soon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  steadiness,  cool  courage,  and 
gallant  conduct  of  both  my  officers  and  men.  Although  their  first 
battle,  they  behaved  like  tried  soldiers,  and  I feel  it  an  honor  to  have 
been  their  commander  on  so  well  a contested  field  of  battle. 

I can  hardly  express  my  admiration  ol  the  gallant  bearing  of  Cap- 
tains Blunt,  Wister,  and  Sergeant,  Lieutenants  Coster,  Stacey,  Smith, 
barker,  Burnett,  Heckscher,  and  Tracy,  and  Sergeants  Evans,  Egge- 
meyer,  Lamonier,  Keller,  Ongheltree,  Urmston,  Meek,  Wagner,  and 
Thierman.  Conspicuous  even  among  these  brave  officers  I must  not 
forget  to  mention  Captains  Read,  Winthrop,  and  Stanhope,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Van  Rensselaer. 

I received  throughout  the  day  the  most  valuable  assistance  from  my ^ 
quartermaster.  Lieutenant  Franklin,  and  my  acting  adjutant.  Lieuten- 
ant Stacey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  CLITZ, 

Major ^ Twelfth  Infantry^  Commanding, 

Lieut.  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Syhes’’  Division. 


No.  145. 

Report  of  Capt.  Matthew  M.  Blunt,  Tivelfth  U.  S.  Infaiitry,  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  James  River,  July  4,  18G2. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  orders  I forward  to  you  a de- 
tailed account  of  the  operations  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Twelfth 
U.  S.  Infantry  from  the  25th  of  June  to  the  present  date. 

25th.  Regiment  marched  to  Totopotomoy  Creek,  near  Old  Church. 

26th.  Returned  to  Camp  Lovell.  On  the  evening  of  same  day  was 
called  out  on  the  road  to  Mechanicsville  to  support  General  McCall, 
and  remained  there  all  night. 

27th.  Crossed  the  creek  at  Gaines’  Mill  and  engaged  with  the  enemy 
from  about  11  a.  m.  to  8 p.  m.  The  losses  in  this  action  are  stated  in 
paper  marked  A.*  At  night  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Grapevine 
Bridge  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

28th.  At  about  6 p.  m.  moved  toward  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Quaker 
road,  where  we  remained  that  night. 

29th.  Marched  toward  James  River,  and  at  about  12  m.  were  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  to  meet  the  enemy. 

30th.  Marched  to  camp  near  James  River,  where  we  remained  until 
July  2. 

July  1.  The  regiment  was  engaged  at  about  6.30  p.  m.,  with  losses  as 
stated  in  paper  A.  Remained  on  the  field  all  night. 

2d.  Marched  to  camp  in  this  vicinity. 

3d.  Moved  to  our  present  camp. 

You,  colonel,  knew  the  part  this  regiment  took  in  the  action  of  the 
27th.  Contending  against  great  odds  and  deprived  of  its  gallant  and 
brave  commander.  Major  Clitz,  toward  the  close  of  the  struggle,  the 
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contest  was  still  maintained  with  my  diminished  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Bead.  I was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
went  to  the  hospital  to  have  my  wound  dressed,  and  attempted  to  rejoin 
my  regiment. 

To  Major  Glitz  and  Captain  Bead,  as  commanding  during  the  action, 
is  due  the  credit  of  conducting  the  regiment  under  the  repeated  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Bead  wishes  to  state  that  while  he  commanded 
all  behaved  well,  but  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Winthrop,  Lieu- 
tenants Coster,  H.  E.  Smith,  Burnett,  and  Heckscher  attracted  his  at- 
tention. 

The  action  on  the  2d,  though  short,  was  effective.  The  Twelfth  and 
Fourteenth,  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  drove  before  them  a large  force 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  attempting  to  outflank  our  forces.  Both  regi- 
ments advanced  in  splendid  order,  were  under  a heavj^  fire  of  musketry 
for  a short  time,  and  by  their  prompt  and  steady  advance  prevented 
the  attempted  and  nearly  successful  move  of  the  enemy. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  BLUNT, 

Captain,  Twelfth  Inft.,  Bvt.  Maj.,  U.  S.  Army,  Comdg» 

Col.  B.  C.  Buchanan, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  of  Regulars. 


No.  146. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  1).  O’Connell,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Caines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Headquarters  First  Battalion  Fourteenth  Inft., 

Camp  near  James  River,  Fa.,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the 
brigade  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  operations  against  the  enemy  by  the  First  Battalion  Four- 
teenth Infantry  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  present  date: 

On  the  25th  of  June  this  battalion  was  ordered  out  with  the  brigade 
from  Camp  Lovell,  near  the  New  Bridge  over  the  Chickahominy,  to 
Totopotomoy  Creek,  near  Old  Church,  to  make  a reconnaissance,  w here 
it  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

June  26.  Beturned  to  Camp  LoveU,  where  it  remained  until  even- 
ing, when  it  was  called  out  on  the  road  to  Mechanicsville  to  support 
General  McCall,  and  remained  there  during  the  night. 

June  27.  Ordered  across  the  creek  near  Gaines^  Mill,  and  engaged 
the  enemy  about  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  which  continued  till  dark.  The 
greater  part  of  the  day  the  battalion  occupied  the  right  of  the  Twelfth 
Infantry.  I was  directed  to  throw  back  the  two  right  companies  to 
protect  the  right  flank.  With  this  formation  I succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  clear  from  the  field,  following  them  up  to  the  woods,  where 
they  suffered  severely.  I then  retired  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  about  200 
yards  from,  the  woods  in  front,  and  saw  that  the  Third  Infantry  was 
posted  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  my  right  flank,  leaving  some  dis- 
tance between  its  left  and  my  right.  Here  a severe  fire  was  poured  in 
on  my  right  flank  from  the  woods,  which  caused  me  to  change  front 
and  drive  them  from  that  position.  Again  the  enemy  renewed  their 
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fire  in  my  front,  when  I changed  front  and  completely  routed  tliem, 
clearing  them  from  the  pine  shrubbery  in  front  of  my  position.  I then 
returned  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  finding  the  Twelfth  and  Third  In- 
fantry had  retired,  that  the  enemy’s  infantry  could  not  be  seen,  and 
that  their  artillery  had  a true  range  of  the  battalion  with  their  shells, 
I retired  also  and  took  my  position  on  the  right  of  the  Twelfth  In- 
fantry near  the  woods,  just  below  the  house  near  Edwards’  battery. 

From  this  point  the  battalion  received  a severe  fire  from  the  woods, 
which  was  vigorously  returned  by  the  battalion,  slowly  retiring  in  good 
order  to  the  lane  near  the  house  referred  to,  where  it  took  up  and  held 
a position  until  the  troops  were  drawn  from  the  field.  During  this 
engagement  five  officers — Captain  McIntosh,  Lieutenants  Sinclair,  Mc- 
Elhone,  Lyon,  and  Hoover — were  wounded,  the  last  three  badly. 
Eighteen  enlisted  men  were  killed,  113  wounded,  and  12  missing.*  The 
list  of  killed  is  probably  greater  than  here  stated.  The  officers  and 
men  behaved  well.  At  night  crossed  the  Ghickahominy  and  encamped 
on  the  ground  that  had  been  occupied  by  the  general  headquarters 
near  Savage  Station. 

June  28.  Moved  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp. 

June  29.  Crossed  the  swamp  and  marched  to  the  head  of  Quaker 
road  and  laid  there  that  night. 

June  30.  Moved  down  Quaker  road  and  occupied  a camp  near  James 
Eiver. 

July  1.  Participated  in  the  battle  fought  near  that  camp,  having  1 
man  killed,  11  wounded,  and  1 missing.  At  night  the  First  Brigade, 
which  was  in  advance,  formed  the  rear  guard,  and  held  the  position 
while  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  covered  the  movement  of  the 
army  to  the  rear. 

July  3.  Moved  to  this  camp. 

At  the  battle  of  the  1st  the  battalion  arrived  just  in  time  to  engage 
a regiment  of  the  enemy,  which  was  completely  routed.  The  officers 
and  men  behaved  well.  Captain  McKibbin,  the  second  in  command, 
was  everywhere  his  presence  was  required.  The  conduct  on  both  the 
above  occasions  is  much  to  be  admired.  The  company  officers  in  their 
places  behaved  in  like  manner.  Lieutenant  Wright  absented  himself 
from  the  battalion  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  and  did  not  join  until 
near  the  present  camp,  and  could  not  satisfactorily  account  to  me  for 
his  absence  from  the  battalion. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  O’CONNELL, 

Captain^  Fourteenth  Infantry^  Commanding  Battalion. 

Lieutenant  Powell, 

Adjt.  Fourth  Inft.^  A.  A.  A.  O.,  First  Brig.,  Syhes^  Biv. 

P.  S. — At  the  battle  of  July  1 the  battalion  took  11  i3risoners,  who 
were  disposed  of  as  directed  by  the  division  commander. 


No.  147. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  8.  Lovell,  Tenth  TJ.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  8ec- 
ond  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Caines^  Mill. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  My  4, 1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
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tions  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Sykes^  division,  while  temporarily  under 
my  command : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  June  27,  1862,  while  passing  an  old  camp 
near  Gaines’  Mill,  I was  informed  by  one  of  his  aides  that  Colonel  Chap- 
man was  too  unwell  to  continue  in  command,  and  had  been  ordered  by 
the  surgeon  to  the  hospital  at  general  headquarters,  relinquishing  the 
command  of  the  brigade  to  me.  The  command  halted  for  an  hour  or 
more  after  crossing  the  Mill  Bridge ; then  marched  on  for  a mile  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  battle-ground ; there  formed  in  masses,  and  remained 
until  near  12  o’clock  m.,  when,  by  direction  of  the  general  command- 
ing, the  Second  Infantry  and  the  battalion  of  the  Tenth  and  Seven- 
teenth Infantry  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  a cross-road  as  a 
support  to  the  Third  Brigade,  then  in  line  in  the  field  in  front.  The 
Sixth  Infantry  was  posted  near  the  field  hospital  and  the  Eleventh  on 
the  right  of  the  batteries,  near  General  Porter’s  headquarters.  My 
orders  were  to  ‘^give  Colonel  Warren  all  the  support  in  my  power.”* 

About  4 o’clock  p.  m.  the  musket  firing  became  very  heavy,  and  I 
sent  forward  the  Second  Infantry  and  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Infantry 
battalion  to  form  on  Colonel  Warren’s  right.  They  advanced  in  line 
very  handsomely,  and  immediately  took  i)art  in  the  general  action.  I 
then  ordered  the  Sixth  Infantry  to  take  up  a position  in  the  edge  of  the 
timber  on  Colonel  Warren’s  left.  Major  Floyd-Jones,  commanding  bat- 
talion Eleventh  Infantry,  was  continued  in  his  former  position,  support- 
ing the  batteries  as  before  mentioned.  The  enemy  were  driven  back 
to  the  woods  three  different  times  by  the  determined  bravery  of  our 
troops. 

The  Second,  Tenth,  and  Seventeenth,  having  expended  their  ammu- 
nition, fell  back  in  good  order  to  the  cross-roads  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunset.  I then  went  up  to  the  general’s  headquarters,  and  before 
I could  find  him,  the  enemy  in  overpowering  numbers  forced  our  troops 
to  retire  and  took  possession  of  our  former  ground.  Every  exertion  was 
made  by  the  officers  to  urge  on  the  men  to  drive  him  back,  in  which 
Lieuts.  S.  A.  Foster  and  T.  D.  Parker,  of  the  division  staff*,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Poland  and  Kroutinger,  of  the  brigade  staff,  were  very  active., 
and  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  Major  Andrews,  command- 
ing battalion  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  Captain  Bond,  com- 
manding Second  Infantry,  as  also  Lieutenants  Lauman  and  Cutting,  of 
the  Tenth  Infantry,  were  conspicuous  for  their  bravery,  and  used  every 
exertion  to  beat  back  the  enemy.  About  sunset  Lieutenant  Parker  was 
shot  in  the  head,  and  fell  dead  from  his  horse  a short  distance  in  rear 
of  the  house  which  was  at  the  first  part  of  the  engagement  established 
as  a field  hospital. 

For  a more  detailed  account  of  the  services  of  each  battalion  I respect- 
fully refer  to  the  reports  of  commanders,  herewith  inclosed. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  brigade  was  marched  to  the  support  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  was  formed  on  its  left,  but  was  not  under  any  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy  and  was  withdrawn  from  the  field  about  1.30  a.  m. 

During  the  engagement  of  the  27th  Lieutenants  Poland  and  Kroutinger 
rendered  me  most  important  services  in  transmitting  my  orders  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  LOYELL, 

Major,  Tenth  Inft.,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  Sykes^  Division. 

Lieut.  Samuel  A.  Foster, 

A.  D.  G.  and  A.  A.  A,  0.,  Gen.  Sykes'^  Div.  Beg.  Inft. 
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No.  148. 

Report  of  Lieut  John  8.  Poland^  Second  U.  8.  Infantry^  of  the  battle  of 

Oaines’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eegiment  U.  S.  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing j Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Agreeably  to  your  orders  the  Second  Regiment,  with  the  battalions 
of  the  Tenth  and  Seventeenth,  took  up  a position  on  the  main  road  by 
which  we  entered  the  field  of  the  27th,  to  be  held  as  a reserve  to  the 
Third  Brigade.  By  your  order  the  Second  was  thrown  forward  a short 
time  after  the  engagement  began  below  the  crest  of  a hill  over  which 
the  enemy  were  advancing.  They,  in  conjunction  with  the  Tenth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Fifth  New  York,  by  repeated  charges  and  effective 
fire,  held  the  enemy  at  bay  on  the  front  nearly  five  hours.  Four  charges 
were  bravely  made,  in  which  our  loss  was  heavy.  The  enemy  were 
driven  back  under  their  cover.  After  the  first  charge  the  enemy  opened 
canister  and  grape  on  the  battalion,  under  which  it  was  rallied  with 
astonishing  coolness.  Not  a man  gave  way.  It  was  just  there  Lieu- 
tenant Brindley  fell,  while  coolly  and  gallantly  reorganizing  the  line. 

Toward  evening  the  command,  being  forced  back  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  and  almost  exhausted,  retired  to  the  rear  of  our  first  position, 
rallying  near  the  field  hospital  first  selected,  when  I reorganized  the 
battalion  and  advanced  them  to  a ridge  in  the  orchard  to  the  left  of 
the  house,  where  they  remained  until  a section  of  artillery  was  with- 
drawn safely.  The  enemy  had  by  this  time  arrived  on  both  flanks  to 
dangerous  proximity  and  in  much  larger  force.  This  position  was  no 
longer  tenable.  Again  we  retreated  to  the  rear  and  right  of  the  house, 
and  while  endeavoring  to  form  it  in  good  order  in  line  of  battle  Lieut. 
S.  A.  Foster,  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Lieut.  T.  D.  Parker,  Second  Infantry, 
General  Sykes^  aides,  gallantly  but  rashly  led  them  forth  to  their  last 
defiant  charge.  In  this  Lieut.  T.  D.  Parker,  Second  Infantry,  fell  a 
sacrifice.  Exhausted  physically  as  well  as  of  ammunition  the  command 
was  unwillingly  obliged  to  retire  from  the  field,  to  rendezvous  near  the 
general  hospital  on  the  bluff. 

I have  to  rex)ort,  unhappily,  among  the  officers  who  behaved  nobly 
on  that  day  there  were  exceptions.  Some  I saw  at  points  on  the  field 
far  distant  from  their  companies  in  action.  I cannot  conceive  of  a 
necessity  which  would  then  detach  an  officer  not  disabled  from  his 
company,  and  submit  the  matter  for  explanation.  Acting  as  aide-de- 
camp  to  Major  Lovell,  commanding,  I was  not  able  to  see  the  Second 
Infantry  during  the  whole  action,  and  have  based  my  report  in  a few 
of  these  cases  on  the  reports  of  the  first  sergeants,  commanding  com- 
panies. These  exceptions  were  First  Lieut.  F.  0.  Goodrich,  Company 
K,  Second  Infantry ; Second  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Noggle,  Company  A, 
Second  Infantry  j Second  Lieut.  George  A.  Rowley,  Comi)any  D,  Sec- 
ond Infantry. 

Circumstances  rendered  it  necessarj^  to  mention  the  names  of  all  the 
officers  present  with  the  regiment  on  Friday  conspicuous  for  brave  and 
soldierly  bearing,  among  whom  it  is  impossible  to  make  distinctions 
without  fear  of  doing  injustice.  I name  Captain  Bond,  who  bravely 
commanded  the  regiment;  Lieuts.  W.  H.  Jordan,  Ninth  Infantry;  S. 
A.  McKee,  James  W.  Long,  William  F.  Drum,  Charles  M.  Freeman, 
George  H.  McLoughlin,  Abraham  Grafius,  Second  Infantry.  Lieuten- 
ant McKee  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg,  but  remained  with  the 
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regiment  till  the  close  of  the  action  and  since,  undergoing  all  its  fa- 
tiguing marches  and  duties  spiritedly.  Lieutenants  Long  and  Free- 
man were  wounded  severely  and  disabled.  Lieutenant  Kidd  was  also 
slightly  wounded.  It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  con- 
duct of  Sergt.  Frederick  Hair,  Company  B,  who,  having  his  wounds 
received  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  engagement  dressed,  returned  to 
duty  with  the  company,  where  he  remained  until  entirely  disabled  by 
a severe  wound  in  the  leg  j also  Privates  Peter  Burns,  of  Company  D, 
and  William  Shute,  of  Company  K,  both  under  sentence  by  general 
court-martial  for  desertion,  who  redeemed  their  doubtful  reputations 
as  good  and  loyal  soldiers.  I hope  these  two  cases  will  be  especially 
noticed  and  their  sentences  remitted.  Private  Shute,  though  a general 
prisoner,  labored  hard  and  fearlessly,  carrying  our  wounded  from  the 
field  back  to  the  hospital. 

I would  add,  as  a matter  of  justice  to  a brave  and  efficient  officer. 
First  Lieut.  George  H.  McLoughlin,  Second  Infantry.  As  the  com- 
mand was  retiring  from  the  field  Lieutenant  McLoughlin  discovered 
and  secured  a lieutenant  of  a Louisiana  regiment,  and  brought  him 
into  our  camp  and  delivered  him  to  the  division  provost-marshal  at 
Camp  Lincoln,  Ya.,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  POLAND, 

First  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Regiment, 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen.^  General  F.  J,  Porterh  Corps  d^Armee, 


No.  149. 

Report  of  Capt,  Thomas  Hendrickson^  Sixth  TJ.  S.  Infantry^  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 

Headquarters  Sixth  Infantry, 
Camp  near  James  River,  Va.,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Infantry,  under  my  command,  in  the  battle 
with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Ya.,  on  the  27th  of  June 
last,  and  also  in  that  of  the  2d  of  July  instant,  near : 

About  3 o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  27th  of  June  I received  an  order  by  the 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Sykes’  divis- 
ion, of  which  the  Sixth  Infantry  forms  a part,  to  take  the  regiment  and 
report  to  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Yolunteers,  com- 
manding the  Third  Brigade,  same  division,  then  engaged  with  the  en- 
emy in  front. 

In  compliance  with  this  order  I immediately  reported  to  Colonel 
W arren,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  up  a position  in  the  wood  to 
the  left  of  his  line  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  his  left  flank  and  the  ground  in  front  of  his  line  should 
the  enemy  again  appear  in  that  direction. 

The  regiment  had  been  but  a few  minutes  in  position  when  the  two 
or  three  companies  comi)osing  the  left  flank  received  a heavy  volley  of 
musketry  from  a body  of  our  own  troops  stationed  diagonally  to  the 
right  and  front  of  my  line.  This  unexpected  event  and  the  immediate 
falling  back  at  the  same  time  of  a body  of  volunteers  on  its  left  caused 
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a momentary  confusion  in  the  ranks.  Order  was,  however,  soon  re- 
stored and  the  regiment  again  placed  in  position,  which  it  continued  to 
hold  throughout  the  balance  of  the  day,  exposed  at  times  to  a heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy,  from  which  it  only  retired  when  the  troops  occu- 
pying the  field  to  the  right  and  left  of  it  had  fallen  back  at  the  close 
of  the  contest,  causing  its  right  flank  to  be  exposed  to  a severe  fire  of 
musketry,  which  killed  and  wounded  a number  of  men  in  the  companies 
on  the  right  of  the  line. 

A list  of  casualties  upon  this  occasion  has  already  been  furnished.* 
Of  those  then  reported  as  missing  several  of  the  soldiers  have  since 
joined  their  companies.  Captain  Foote,  who  was  reported  among  the 
missing,  is,  upon  a report  of  a sergeant  who  saw  him  shot  about  the 
time  the  regiment  began  to  retire  from  the  field,  supposed  to  have  been 
killed. 

* In  the  battle  of  the  2d  of  July  instant  the  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line  engaged,  but  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy 
upon  that  occasion.  It  lay  upon  the  field  of  battle  until  a late  hour  of 
the  night,  and  captured  a few  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  division 
headquarters. 

The  officers  present  with  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  ultimo 
were  Oapt.  T.  Hendrickson,  commanding  the  regiment;  Lieutenant 
Sanders,  adjutant ; Capt.  E.  W.  Foote,  acting  field  officer;  Capt.  L.  0. 
Bootes,  commanding  Company  G;  Capt.  B.  F.  Smith,  commanding 
Company  E ; Capt.  John  McCleary,  commanding  Company  H ; Capt. 
M.  Bryant,  commanding  Company  D ; First  Lieut.  H.  A.  F.  Worth 
(wounded),  commanding  Company  B;  First  Lieut.  D.H.  Lynn  (wounded), 
commanding  Company  K ; First  Lieut.  Joseph  B.  Eife,  commanding 
Company  F ; Second  Lieut.  Charles  M.  Pyne,  commanding  Company 
I ; Second  Lieut.  Alexander  H.  Freeman,  Second  Lieut.  George  T. 
Hodges,  Second  Lieut.  Abram  W.  Bickley,  and  Second  Lieut.  Jeremiah  / 
P.  Schindel,  all  of  whom  acted  with  great  coolness  throughout  the  day. 

The  same  officers,  except  Captain  Foote  and  Lieutenant  Worth,  were 
with  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  2d  instant.  Captain  Upham  was 
also  with  his  company  (I)  ui)on  this  occasion. 

Eo  individual  act  of  bravery  on  the  part  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers or  privates  of  the  regiment  calling  for  special  commendation  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice  except  that  of  Sergt.  Maj.  George  Ander- 
son, whose  conduct  for  coolness  while  under  fire  was  quite  conspicuous. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  HENDEICKSOK, 

Captain^  Sixth  Infantry^  Commanding  Regiment, 

Actino  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Hdgrs,  Second  Brig. ^ Syhes^  Biv.,  Camp  near  James  River ^ Ya. 


No.  150. 

Report  of  Maj.  Be  Lancey  Floy d- Jones ^ Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry^  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines^  3Iill,  engagement  at  Txirhey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrison’’ s Landing,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  the 
Eleventh  Infantry  since  the 26th  ultimo: 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  regiment  moved  from  its  camp  a 
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short  distance  up  the  Mechanicsville  road,  acting  as  a support  to 
McCall’s  division,  then  engaged.  It  here  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  it  moved  to  a position  between  Cold 
Harbor  and  Gaines’  farm,  where,  in  company  with  the  other  troops  of 
the  division,  they  took  up  the  line  of  battle  selected  for  them.  The 
duty  assigned  the  Eleventh  was  that  of  supporting  two  or  more  bat- 
teries of  artillery — Martin’s  Massachusetts  battery  being  among  the 
number — and  from  12  m.  until  6 p.  m.  the  regiment  remained  exposed 
to  a severe  cannonade  from  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell,  from  the  effects 
of  which,  however,  it  was  partially  protected  by  a slight  hill. 

About  6 p.  m.  it  became  evident  that  our  line  was  everywhere  giving 
way  and  that  our  troops  were  being  pushed.  At  this  time  the  regi- 
ment was  advanced  in  line  to  cover  the  retreat  of  Martin’s  battery, 
which  withdrew  firing,  as  also  did  the  other  batteries.  Upon  watching 
the  front  the  enemy  was  seen  approaching  in  heavy  force,  driving 
before  him  the  remnants  of  our  broken  regiments.  As  soon  as  these 
were  cleared  away  we  gave  him  several  volleys,  holding  him  in  check 
long  enough  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  batteries.  At  the  first  fire  we 
received  on  reaching  the  extreme  front  two  regiments  of  our  troops, 
which  had  reformed  in  our  rear,  broke  and  disappeared.  Being  thus 
left  entirely  alone  with  a handful  of  men,  and  in  danger  of  being  cut 
off',  the  regiment  was  in  good  order  withdrawn  to  the  second  position 
occupied  b^y  our  forces. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  the  self-posses- 
sion and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion.  For 
troops  never  before  under  fire  their  conduct  was  such  as  must  necessa- 
rily be  the  subject  of  much  pride  and  praise.  First  Lieut.  D.  M.  Yance, 
Eleventh  Infantry,  particularly  distinguished  himself.  I have  also  to 
thank  my  adjutant  for  his  efficiency  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo  the  regiment  crossed  the  Ohicka- 
hominy  and  bivouacked.  The  following  day  the  regiment  was  drawn 
up  to  support  batteries  covering  approaches  to  the  Woodbury  Bridge, 
but  marched  at  sunset  on  its  way  to  James  Biver.  The  march  was 
continued  throughout  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  crossed 
the  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  was  thrown  out  as  a picket,  to  protect  the 
passage  of  the  wagon  train.  On  the  30th  removed  in  the  direction  of 
the  James  Eiver,  and  about  sunset  were  detached  from  the  Second  and 
joined  to  the  Third  Brigade  (Warren’s),  and  continued  with  it,  perform- 
ing chiefly  picket  duty,  until  the  2d  of  J uly . During  the  battle  of  the  1st 
it  again  supported  Martin’s  battery.  On  the  2d  the  regiment  marched 
to  its  present  position. 

The  regiment  went  into  battle  with  about  270  muskets. 

Very  respectfully, 

DE  L.  FLOYD-JOBES, 

Major ^ Eleventh  Infantry^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Kroutingee,  A.  A.  A.  G.j  Second  Brigade  of  Regulars. 


No.  151. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  L.  Andrews^  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry ^ of  the 

battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Battalion,  Second  Brig.,  Sykes’  Div., 

July  4,  1862. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I assumed  command  of  this 
battalion  early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo  and  continued  in 
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command  until  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant.  On  the  27th  ultimo 
the  battalion  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  just  within  the  edge  of  the 
timber  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  just  below  Dr. 
Gaines’  house  and  fronting  the  Ohickahominy  Kiver.  This  was  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  After  remaining  in  this  position  about  half 
an  hour  in  obedience  to  orders  I marched  the  battalion  out  into  the  main 
road,  and  joining  the  brigade  marched  by  Gaines’  Mill,  and  finally  took 
up  a position  on  what  I understand  to  be  the  Cold  Harbor  road.  Upon 
taking  this  last  position  I was  instructed  to  support  the  Fifth  Regiment 
Hew  York  Volunteers,  then  in  line  on  my  left. 

About  11.15  o’clock  a.  m.  the  batteries  in  my  rear  opened  fire,  which 
was  briskly  returned  by  the  enemy,  and  occasioned  me  the  loss  of  one 
man  from  Company  I,  Tenth  Infantry,  and  two  men  from  Company  C, 
Seventeenth  Infantry,  First  Battalion.  Between  2 and  3 o’clock  p.  m. 
I received  orders  from  yourself  to  advance,  and  forming  the  battalion 
marched  across  the  road  by  the  right  flank,  passed  through  the  hollow 
on  our  front,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  tbe 
right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  the  enemy  appearing,  I opened  fire 
upon  them  by  rank. 

Here  allow  me  to  digress  for  a moment  to  do  justice,  as  far  as  in  my 
power  lies,  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers.  Too  much  praise  can- 
not be  awarded  to  Capt.  Albert  Dodd,  First  Lieut.  E.  P.  Pearson,  jr.. 
First  Lieut.  C.  H.  Corning  (adjutant  first  battalion  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry), and  First  Lieut.  D.  L.  Montgomery,  First  Lieut.  F.  D.  Howell, 
and  Second  Lieut.  John  S.  Knapp,  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  j First 
Lieut.  George  S.  Lauman  and  First  Lieut.  Heyward  Cutting,  of  the 
Tenth  Infantry,  for  their  coolness  and  courage.  So  long  as  there  was 
an  enemy  to  be  seen  they  superintended  the  fire  of  their  companies 
with  a care  and  attention  which  could  not  have  been  excelled  had  they 
been  drawn  up  for  drill.  The  enemy  after  a while  fell  back,  when  the 
whole  line  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  timber  and  halted,  no  enemy 
being  in  sight.  In  a few  moments  the  line  on  my  right  and  left  retired, 
and  being  so  small  and  having  no  support,  I ordered  the  battalion  to 
retire  to  the  position  occupied  prior  to  the  last  advance.  This  was  done 
in  admirable  order,  although  the  movement  had  hardly  commenced  be- 
fore the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a battery  upon  us,  killing  Capt.  Albert 
Dodd  and  1 man. 

We  had  hardly  resumed  our  old  position  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
when  a regiment  advanced  on  our  left,  and,  forming  in  line  of  battle, 
quite  covering  my  left  company.  The  major  of  this  regiment  gave  the 
order  f '.'s  line  to  advance,  which,  being  misunderstood,  they  broke 
to  the  rear,  and  for  the  moment  quite  engulfed  my  little  battalion . And 
here  again  the  cool  bravery  of  the  officers  named  above  proved  equal 
to  the  emergency,  and  soon  brought  both  lines  back  to  their  original 
position. 

About  this  time  a party  of  our  troops  (not  more  than  two  companies), 
with  buck-tails  in  their  caps,  came  up  and  took  position  on  my  right, 
and,  as  those  had  done  before  on  my  left,  extended  themselves  so  as  to 
cover  my  right  company.  This  alone  would  have  caused  me  to  sus- 
pend my  fire  had  there  been  anything  to  fire  at,  which  for  more 
than  an  hour  we  were  unable  to  discover,  excepting  now  and  then  a 
few  scattered  parties  of  the  enemy.  It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and,  not 
having  been  relieved  during  the  entire  day,  the  men  were  very  much 
exhausted  and  their  ammunition  nearly  expended.  I therefore  sent 
Lieutenant  Corning  to  you  for  instructions,  and  in  obedience  thereto 
withdrew  the  remnant  of  my  command  into  the  road,  and  occupied  the 
position  assumed  by  the  Second  Infantry  in  the  early  part  of  the  day. 
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I had  been  in  this  position  but  a short  time  when  the  enemy  advanced 
immediately  in  our  front,  and  as  we  commenced  to  fire  on  them  a cry 
was  started,  ^‘They  are  our  own  troops,”  and  in  another  moment  one  of 
our  own  regiments  rushed  up  the  road  and  decimated  my  little  bat- 
talion as  by  a whirlwind.  Officers  and  men  were  carried  with  resistless 
power  to  the  rear  of  the  houses,  where  they  were  rallied  by  their  officers 
in  such  numbers  as  could  be  got  together,  and,  attaching  themselves 
to  the  nearest  organized  body  of  our  troops,  again  returned  to  the 
struggle. 

I cannot  close  these  remarks  without  again  calling  your  attention  to 
the  bravery  and  coolness  of  Lieutenants  Pearson,  Corning,  Montgom- 
ery, Howell,  and  Knapp,  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Lauman  and  Gutting,  of  the  Tenth  Infantry.  In  this  trying  mo- 
ment, with  their  men  scattered  in  every  direction  by  a power  beyond 
their  control,  they  were  to  be  found  wherever  the  battle  raged  fiercest, 
doing  their  utmost  to  retard  the  advancing  foe.  It  was  here  the  last 
was  seen  of  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  as  he  advanced  to  the  front  with 
about  20  men. 

Eeferring  you  to  the  accompanying  documents  for  the  casualties*  in 
detail,  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  AKDEEWS, 

ilfqy.,  Seventeenth  Inft.j  Comdg.  Batt.  Tenth  and  Seventeenth  Inft, 

Maj.  C.  S.  Lovell,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade^  Sykes^  Division. 


Ko.  152. 

Report  of  Col.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren.,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill,  engagement  at 

Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Sykes’  Div.,  Porter’s  Corps, 

July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from 
June  26  to  July  3,  1862  : 

The  brigade  consisted  on  the  26th  ultimo  of  the  Pifth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duryea,  numbering 
about  450  effective  men  for  duty,  and  of  the  Tenth  Kew  York  Volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Colonel  Bendix,  numbering  about  575  men  for 
duty.  The  First  Connecticut,  Colonel  Tyler,  had  been  relieved  from 
my  command  for  duty  with  the  heavy  artillery. 

The  conflict  having  begun  on  the  right  of  our  army  at  Mechanics- 
ville  on  the  afteruoon  of  the  26th  ultimo,  we  were  ordered  out  with  the 
rest  of  the  division  and  remained  in  line  of  battle  all  night.  At  2.30 
a.  m.  on  the  27th  we  marched  back  as  directed,  and  took  up  our  line 
so  as  to  defend  the  crossing  of  Gaines’  Creek  while  the  trains  and 
artillery  effected  a passage.  This  having  been  accomplished,  we  again 
marched  forward  to  a new  position,  about  half  a mile  from  the  last, 
where  it  had  been  determined  to  prevent  the  farther  advance  of  the 
enemy. 

The  line  assigned  to  my  brigade,  forming  the  left  of  the  division, 
had  its  left  resting  upon  a forest,  which,  I was  informed,  was  held  by 
Griffin’s  brigade,  and  our  line  of  battle  was  in  an  open  j)lowed  field, 
along  a gentle  slope,  in  a measure  hiding  us  from  the  observation  of  the 
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enemy,  though  affording  but  little  shelter  from  distant  curved  firing. 
In  front  of  us,  distant  from  200  to  300  yards,  was  a belt  of  woods, 
growing  in  a ravine,  through  openings  of  which  a view  could  be  had  of 
an  extensive  open  field  beyond.  These  woods  I occupied  with  a com- 
l^anyof  the  Fifth  I^ew  York  Volunteers  as  skirmishers.  From  300  to  400 
yards  to  the  right  of  my  line  was  another  forest,  bordering  the  open 
field  and  running  nearly  in  a direction  perpendicular  to  our  line.  This 
I guarded  by  a company  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  Major  Olitz^  battalion  of  the  Twelfth  Eegular  Infantry 
was  on  my  right,  on  a line  nearly  ]3erpendicular  to  mine,  with  a large 
interval  between  us.  Our  artillery  was  posted  to  the  rear  and  to  the 
left  of  my  line. 

About  10.30  o’clock  a.  m.  these  arrangements  were  complete,  and  we 
V aited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  Aveather  was  A^ery  warm. 

About  12:30  m.  the  enemy  forced  the  passage  of  Gaines’  Creek  near 
the  mill,  and,  cheering  as  they  came,  appeared  in  force  at  a distance  in 
the  open  field  beyond  the  wooded  ravine  in  my  front.  About  1 o’clock 
p.  m.  they  advanced  in  seA^eral  lines,  and  at  my  request  Captain 
Edwards  brought  up  a section  of  his  battery  on  my  right  and  opened 
on  them.  Their  artillery  replied.  Others  of  our  batteries  to  the  rear 
of  my  line  also  opened  on  them,  and  a fierce  fire  was  carried  on  between 
them  over  our  heads,  in  which  we  suffered  considerably.  Captain 
Edwards  steadilj^  kept  up  his  fire,  tlpaugh  opposed  by  several  batteries, 
till,  the  enemy  haAung  driA^en  in  our  line  of  skirmishers,  I advised  him 
to  retire.  The  enemy  now  adA^anced  sharx)shooters  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods  to  pick  off  our  artillerymen  i)osted  behind  us,  but  our  rifle  firing 
compelled  them  to  retire. 

One  of  our  batteries  having  opened  with  shrapnel,  the  premature 
exxfiosion  of  these  shells  behind  us  caused  so  much  loss  that  I was 
comiAclled  to  change  my  line  by  throwing  the  right  to  the  rear  along 
the  road  and  the  left  more  toward  the  enemy  and  along  the  woods  to 
our  left. 

The  enemy’s  fire  ceasing  for  a time  our  artillerj^  also  ceased  and 
there  was  a lull,  so  that  we  began  to  think  the  enemy  had  retired.  But 
under  the  shelter  of  the  woods  he  had  formed  a coiumn  to  attack  the 
position  occupied  by  Major  Clitz,  to  the  right  of  my  first  position,  and 
as  soon  as  it  appeared  the  rapid  firing  of  our  artillery  dispersed  it  in  a 
few  moments.  Again  there  was  a lull,  but  this  time  he  had  planned 
his  attack  on  the  position  occupied  by  myself  and  where  our  artillery 
could  not  be  used  without  endangering  us. 

I should  think  it  was  now  nearly  3 o’clock  p.  m.  Suddenly  a regi- 
ment burst  from  the  woods  with  loud  yells,  advancing  at  double-quick 
ui)on  us.  The  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  which  had  been  drawn  back 
to  be  out  of  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery,  rapidly  reformed  to  meet  them 
on  our  first  position.  The  enemy  received  a lAortion  of  the  fire  of  the 
Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  as  he  came  rapidly  on,  and  when  he  neared 
the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers  we  charged  back,  turning  his  charge 
into  a flight,  killing  and  wounding  nearly  all  of  those  who  fled.  This 
charge  of  the  enemy  had  also  been  accompanied  by  a Augorous  attack 
on  our  position  in  the  woods,  and  as  we  advanced  we  received  a heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy  stationed  in  them.  Our  men,  nothing  daunted,  con- 
tinued to  adA'ance  and  droA^e  them  from  it.  The  brigade  was  reformed 
(as  well  as  the  confusion  produced  by  this  charge  would  allow)  in  its 
first  position,  and  again  it  successfully  repulsed  the  advance  of  the  en- 
emy, driving  him  back  to  the  woods  in  front,  uja  to  which  point  the 
colors  of  the  Fifth  New  York  were  twice  carried.  During  this  part  of 
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the  fight  the  artillery  on  both  sides  was  silent.  The  enemy  continued 
to  throw  forward  fresh  troops.  The  gallant  and  lamented  Major  Glitz 
engaged  them  on  the  right. 

The  Sixth  Kegular  Infantry  came  to  re-enforce  me  and  I placed  them 
in  position.  General  Reynolds  also  came* up  now  with  his  brigade,  and 
I withdrew  my  shattered  regiments.  Besides  the  exhaustion  of  the 
men  from  their  efforts,  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  arms  from  the 
firing  we  had  done,  about  140  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers  and 
about  50  of  the  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  battle  had  now  become  general  all  along  our  lines  and  the  artil- 
lery had  resumed  its  fire.  I took  up  a position,  supporting  a 20-pounder 
battery,  just  to  the  rear  of  the  first  position,  and  maintained  it,  though 
suffering  continually  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  now  reached  all  parts 
of  the  field.  To  our  left  was  the  Eleventh  IJ.  S.  Infantry,  also  supporting 
batteries.  Toward  evening  the  enemy  succeeded  in  forcing  back  the 
division  on  our  left,  when  the  batteries  we  supported  were  withdrawn, 
we  throwing  in  all  the  fire  our  diminished  numbers  would  permit.  We 
here  witnessed  the  firm  stand  of  the  Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry  on  our  left 
and  the  charge  of  the  Second  IT.  S.  Infantry  on  our  right.  The  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  on  our  front  was  thus  effectually  checked.  We 
then  took  up  a position  supporting  one  of  the  batteries  under  Captain 
Platt,  which  i^osition  we  maintained  till  darkness  put  an  end  to  the 
firing  and  the  battery  was  withdrawn.  We  were  much  concerned  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  cheering  which  took  itlace  in  our  rear  (by  the  regi- 
ments of  French’s  and  Meagher’s  brigades),  fearing  they  were  a rebel 
force  that  had  succeeded  in  getting  in  our  rear.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  battle  till  night  brought  it  to  a close  we  wei*e  almost  constantly 
under  fire,  of  which  fact  I believe  the  general  was  a witness. 

Our  casualties  in  this  day’s  battle  were  as  follows : In  the  Fifth  New 
York  Volunteers,  38  killed  and  110  wounded.*  Among  the  first  was 
Capt.  William  T.  Partridge,  who  fell  nobly  leading  on  his  men  to  the 
cliarge.  Among  the  wounded  were  Capt.  George  Duryea,  Lieut. 
Thomas  W.  Cartwright,  Lieut.  Felix  Agnus,  and  Lieut.  Ralph  E. 
Prime.  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  Duryea  was  everywhere  conspicuous  in  the 
fight,  mounted  on  his  horse,  and  inspired  every  one  by  his  gallantry. 
IMajor  Hull’s  horse  was  shot  in  the  first  charge.  Captain  Winslow  was 
acting  as  field  officer  and  mounted.  Both  acted  most  bravely.  Col- 
onel Duryea  speaks  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  following-named  offi- 
cers, to  which  I can  also  add  my  own  testimony:  Maj.  H.  D.  Hull, 
Capt.  C.  Winslow,  Capt.  William  T.  Partridge,  Capt.  George  Duryea, 
Capt.  H.  H.  Burnett,  Capt.  C.  J.  Cambreleng,  Capt.  W.  F.  Lewis,  Capt. 
C.  Boyd,  Lieuts.  C.  S.  Montgomery,  G.  O.  Hager,  H.  G.  O.  Eickler,  J. 
McConnell,  J.  H.  Lounsberry,  Charles  Sargent,  T.  W.  Cartwright,  R. 
E.  Prime,  F.  Agnus,  S.  W.  Wheeler.  I refer  you  to  the  list  of  meri- 
torious non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  Colonel  Duryea’s  re- 
port, submitted  herewith,  and  also  to  it  for  the  names  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

Three  of  the  officers  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers  left  the  field, 
it  is  believed  unnecessarily,  from  the  effects  of  contusions  made  by  spent 
balls.  Their  conduct  will  be  made  the  subject  of  official  investigation. 
I received  a bruise  on  mj  knee  by  a spent  ball,  which  gave  rise  to  the 
report  of  my  being  wounded,  and  my  horse  received  two  balls  in  his 
neck,  but  he  carried  me  all  through  the  fight. 

In  the  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  Colonel  Bendix  reports  the 
casualties  as  follows : Killed,  8 enlisted  men  5 wounded,  42  enlisted 
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men  and  2 officers — Lieut.  James  E.  Smith  and  Lieut.  George  F. 
Tate.  I annex  herewith  the  list  of  casualties  in  detail,  furnished  me  by 
Colonel  Bendix.* 

Colonel  Bendix  has  not  furnished  any  report  of  those  distinguished  for 
meritorious  conduct.  I havo  only  to  say  that  the  colonel  himself  be- 
haved in  the  most  cool  and  efficient  manner,  always  at  his  post, 
always  ready  to  execute  my  orders  with  promptness,  and  always  with 
his  regiment  under  fire.  I must  also  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Surgeon  Doolittle,  whose  horse  was  killed  under  him  and  himself 
bruised,  but  who  has  been  constantly  with  the  command  to  this  day. 

Early  next  morning  (the  28th)  we  withdrew  across  the  Chickahominy, 
and  remained  till  late  in  the  afternoon  on  the  high  bank,  supporting 
the  artillery  defending  the  passage  of  that  stream.  Toward  evening 
we  took  up  our  march  for  the  left  of  the  army,  traveled  all  night  and 
crossed  the  White  Oak  Swamp  next  morning,  the  29th  of  June.  Here 
we  remained  in  position  all  day  and  night  to  defend  the  bridge  against 
any  enemy  coming  from  Eichmond  along  the  Charles  City  road. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  moved  with  the  division  to  the  James 
Eiver,  near  the  mouth  of  Turkey  Creek,  and  took  up  our  position  on 
the  left  in  the  woods,  to  meet  the  approach  of  any  enemy  along  the 
Eiver  road.  My  brigade  being  posted  in  its  proper  position  on  the  left, 
occupied  the  woods,  observing  the  low,  extensive,  cultivated  plateau 
beyond. 

About  3 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  along  the  Eiver  road  and 
we  made  our  dispositions  to  receive  him,  occupying  the  woods  with  our 
full  strength,  and  being  re-enforced  by  Major  Jones,  Eleventh  Infantry, 
held  in  reserve.  The  enemy  advanced  and  opened  a battery  against 
the  hill  occupied  by  General  Sykes,  when  the  fire  of  our  artillery  com- 
pelled a speedy  retreat.  This  move  of  the  enemy  was  further  expedited 
by  the  shells  from  the  gunboats,  which  produced  much  consternation 
among  them. 

Next  morning,  July  1,  I was  re-enforced  by  Captain  Martin’s  battery 
of  five  light  12-pounder  guns.  I pushed  forward  my  skirmishers  to  the 
front,  and  captured  a captain  and  private  of  the  attacking  force  of  the 
previous  day,  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  six  caissons  which  they  had 
abandoned.  The  fire  of  our  artillery  had  been  very  severe,  as  the  num- 
ber of  dead  horses  showed,  and  the  retreat  was  hurried,  leaving  cannon, 
caissons,  clothing,  &c.  From  my  prisoners  1 learned  that  the  column 
advancing  upon  us  the  previous  day  was  composed  of  General  Wise’s 
and  General  Holmes’  divisions,  numbering  15,000  infantry,  two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery.  Lieutenant  Hess,  of 
the  cavalry,  with  a platoon,  also  reported  to  me,  and  he  was  pushed 
forward  till  the  enemy’s  pickets  were  reached.  Throughout  the  day  he 
continued  to  observe  the  enemy  to  the  front  while  the  fierce  battle  was 
going  on  to  our  right  and  rendered  the  most  valuable  services.  We 
cut  a road  through  the  woods,  and  a section  of  Captain  Martin’s  battery 
was  placed  to  command  the  open  field  beyond,  dispersing  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  with  shrapnel  whenever  it  appeared. 

In  the  afternoon  the  other  three  pieces  of  Captain  Martin’s  battery 
did  efficient  service  in  shelling  the  woods  from  which  the  enemy  at- 
tacked the  left  of  the  division  on  our  right  while  it  was  engaged  in  the 
battle.  The  Fifth  and  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  stood  to  arms  all 
day  and  night  in  this  position  through  June  30  and  July  1,  expecting 
the  enemy  in  front  and  receiving  the  occasional  fire  of  our  gunboats  in 
the  rear,  which  latter  killed  only  one  man  (of  the  Tenth  New  York  Yol- 
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unteers).  Though  several  shells  burst  amongst  us  there  was  only  one 
casualty  here. 

About  1 a.  m.  July  2 we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  our  picket  guard 
and  proceed  at  once  to  this  place.  We  were  ready  to  move  in  a short 
time,  but  the  road  was  so  thronged  with  troops  that  we  were  unable  to 
proceed  till  all  the  others  had  gone.  We  then  marched  to  this  place 
through  the  cold  drenching  storm  of  that  day  and  bivouacked. 

Next  morning,  July  3,  we  were  aroused  by  the  shells  from  an  enemy^s 
battery  falling  in  close  proximity  to  our  camp,  and  were  ordered  out 
with  the  rest  of  the  division  to  drive  the  battery  away  or  effect  its  cap- 
ture. This  object  was  accomplished  by  other  troops  before  we  reached 
the  locality  of  the  battery,  and  we  returned  to  occupy  the  pleasant 
camp  where  we  now  are. 

This  hard  fighting,  long  marches,  and  sleepless  nights  my  command 
bore  with  manliness  and  cheerfulness,  and  far  exceeded  my  most  san- 
guine expectations.  I shall  feel  proud  if  my  superiors  are  as  well  satis- 
fied with  me  as  I am  with  those  I command. 

My  personal  staff  rendered  me  most  efficient  service.  The  Eev. 
Gordon  Winslow  acted  as  my  aide  during  the  fierce  conflict  of  the  27th 
June  in  which  we  were  engaged,  and  subsequently  gave  the  most  in- 
valuable aid  in  removing  the  sick  and  wounded. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Marvin,  jr.,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieut. 
A.  L.  Thomas,  quartermaster,  performed  their  respective  duties  with 
coolness  and  success. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 

Colonel  Fifth  N,  Y.  Vols.,  Comdg,  Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Samuel  A.  Foster, 

Aide-de-Campj  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Syhes^  Division. 


No.  153. 

Deport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  Duryea.,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry.^  of  the 
battle  of  Gaines'  Mill^  engagement  at  Turkey  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fieth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
Gamp  near  Harrison's  Bar,  Va.y  July  4,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  movements  of  this  regiment  from  June  26  to  July  2,  inclusive : 

Thursday  at  4 p.  m.  moved  out  of  camp  to  support  of  McOalPs 
division  on  the  Mechanicsville  road.  Bivouacked  that  night  in  line  of 
battle  in  an  open  field,  where  we  remained  until  about  2.30  o’clock  on 
Friday  morning,  when  we  returned  to  our  camp,  slung  knapsacks,  and 
moved  on  the  road  toward  Cold  Harbor.  About  daybreak  formed  line 
of  battle  on  the  skirt  of  the  wood  in  the  rear  of  Gaines’  Mill,  where  we 
remained  about  two  hours  j then  moved  forward  in  the  direction  and 
to  the  left  of  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle  in  an  open 
field  about  10.30  o’clock  a.  m.  Here  we  rested  until  about  noon,  when, 
in  accordance  with  your  orders,  we  changed  our  position  forward,  our 
lines  resting  under  the  crest  of  the  hill  about  200  yards  from  a piece  of 
woods,  where,  after  remaining  about  half  an  hour,  the  enemy  appeared 
in  force  opposite  our  right,  advancing  in  successive  lines  of  battle. 
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Shortly  after  making  their  appearance  they  posted  a battery  on  our 
right  and  opened  fire  through  an  opening  in  the  woods,  throwing  shrap- 
nel, shell,  grape,  and  canister  with  accuracy  and  efiect.  Company  E 
was  then  ordered  to  the  front  as  skirmishers  to  pick  oif  the  gunners 
from  the  batteries,  which  was  done  with  considerable  effect.  They 
were  driven  in  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  force,  which  was  met  by 
a fire  by  companies  along  the  whole  regiment,  followed  by  a fire  by  file, 
which  had  the  effect  to  check  the  enemy  and  drive  them  back  into  the 
woods.  They  did  not  appear  again  for  about  an  hour.  The  batter- 
ies meanwhile  continued  to  play  upon  us,  thinning  our  ranks  percep- 
tibly. 

Agreeably  with  your  orders  we  again  changed  position,  forming  line 
of  battle  in  the  road.  Shortly  after  the  enemy  emerged  in  force  from 
the  woods  on  onr  left,  and  we  then  resumed  our  former  position  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill.  Of  the  charge  which  the  regiment  then  made,  in 
which  Colonel  Warren  and  all  the  field  officers  mounted  took  a part  in 
leading,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  report.  Suffice  it  that  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  the  field  in  confusion  and  the  fugitives  were  nearly  anni- 
hilated by  our  fire.  The  enemy  with  fresh  troops  now  opened  with 
musketry  from  the  woods,  the  most  deadly  fire  being  carried  on  by 
both  sides,  they  several  times  appearing  on  the  field  in  force.  They 
fought  bravely  and  contested  the  ground  with  great  stubbornness. 
Our  line  was  several  times  forced  to  yield,  which  it  did  in  good  order 
before  a greatly  superior  number,  but  as  often  advanced  and  regained 
the  ground  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  We  occupied  the  ground  until 
re- enforcements  came  to  our  support  and  held  it,  when  we  were  relieved 
and  ordered  to  support  batteries  of  field  artillery  on  our  right,  which 
we  did  until  about  8.30  p.  m.,  delivering  an  effective  fire  whenever  the 
enemy  approached,  and  suffering  considerably.  . 

Night  having  set  in  and  firing  having  ceased  the  batteries  were  with- 
drawn, and  we  retired  from  the  field.  We  were  in  the  engagement 
about  eight  and  a half  hours,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  under  a very 
severe  fire.  Colonel  Warren,  having  command  of  the  brigade,  left  but 
two  field  officers  to  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  Cleveland  Winslow,  of 
Company  E,  was  detailed  to  act  as  major. 

During  the  action  the  following  changes  took  place  in  the  commands 
of  the  companies : Lieut.  C.  S.  Montgomery,  of  Company  C,  was  as- 
signed to  command  of  Company  B.  The  two  remaining  officers  of  Com- 
pany C being  subsequently  wounded.  Lieutenant  Eickler,  of  Company 
H,  was  assigned  to  command  of  that  company.  Lieutenant  Lounsberry, 
of  Company  K,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Company  E. 

I wish  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  following  officers : Major 
Hull,  Captains  Winslow,  Partridge,  Duryea,  Burnett,  Cambreleng, 
Lewis,  and  Boyd;  Lieutenants  Montgomery,  Sargent,  Hager,  Cart- 
wright, Eickler,  McConnell,  Lounsberry,  Prime,  Wheeler,  and  Agnus. 
Their  coolness  was  particularly  shown  in  preparing  for  the  last  charge, 
just  previous  to  wffiich,  the  regiment  being  very  much  thinned,  the 
ranks  were  closed  and  told  off  with  great  coolness  under  the  most  ter- 
rific fire. 

Capt.  William  T.  Partridge,  of  Company  I,  behaved  with  great  bravery 
and  coolness,  commanding  the  admiration  of  the  entire  regiment.  He 
was  nearly  the  whole  day  advanced  with  his  company  as  skirmishers 
in  a very  exposed  i3osition,  and  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his 
company  in  a charge.  I must  also  call  attention  to  the  following  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  whose  meritorious  acts  came  under 
the  notice  of  myself  and  officers,  viz  : Color  Sergt.  Andrew  B.  Allison,, 
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of  Company  H ; Color  Sergt.  John  H.  Berrian,  of  Company  D 5 Color 
Corpl.  George  L.  Guthrie,  of  Company  D ; Color  Corpl.  Leon  Olivia,  of 
Company  B (killed);  Orderly  Sergt.  Patrick  Gilligan,  of  Company  A; 
Private  James  E.  Macbeth,  of  Company  H ; Sergt.  Thomas  E.  Martin, 
of  Company  D ; Sergt.  John  H.  Eeilley,  of  Company  D ; Corpl.  John 
McKenna,  of  Company  D ; Corpl.  William  H.  Scrnder,  of  Company  D; 
Corpl.  Joseph  H.  Pierce,  of  Company  D ; Orderly  Sergt.  John  Frie,  of 
Company  E ; Sergt.  John  S.  Eaymond,  of  Company  E ; Orderly  Sergt. 
William  McDowell,  of  Company  G ; Private  William  F.  Mandeville,  of 
Company  F (killed) ; Orderly  Sergt.  Andrew  Whitehead,  of  Company 
H;  Sergt.  William  Chambers,  of  Company  H;  Corpl.  John  Keeney,  of 
Company  H ; Private  James  J.  Eobinson,  of  Company  I ; Private 
George  McGeehan,  of  Company  E ; Drummer-Boy  Eobert  Daley,  of 
Company  D.  We  went  into  action  about  450  strong. 

Dr.  O.  Munson,  assistant  surgeon,  remained  with  the  sick  and 
wounded  at  Savage  Station,  and  no  doubt  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  He  is  the  officer  reported  missing.  Of  the  missing  enlisted 
men  some  are  supposed  to  have  been  wounded  and  left  on  the  field,  and 
all  are  supposed  to  have  been  taken  prisoners. 

After  leaving  the  battle-field  we  proceeded  to  near  Woodbury^s 
Bridge,  where  we  bivouacked,  and  remained  until  3 o’clock  Saturday 
morning,  28th,  when  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  remained  sup- 
porting the  artillery  defending  the  passage  of  the  stream  until  about 
5 p.  m.  We  then  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Savage  Station,  march- 
ing all  night,  crossing  the  White  Oak  Swamp  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  and  halting  on  the  Charles  City  road,  where  we  remained  until 
Monday  morning,  30th,  watching  the  Charles  City  road  in  the  direction 
of  Eichmond.  Monday  morning  took  ui)  the  march,  and  halted  about 
noon  at  Turkey  Creek,  near  James  Eiver.  Here  we  took  a position  on 
the  Eichmond  road  along  the  river. 

At  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  of  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  the  latter  opening  fire  upon  us.  We  prepared  to 
give  them  battle,  advancing  our  skirmishers  along  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  when  the  enemy,  being  fired  upon  by  the  gunboats  and  artillery 
on  our  right,  retired.  We  remained  on  the  groined  that  night,  and  in 
the  morning  were  re-enforced  by  a section  of  artillery.  About  noon 
the  enemy’s  force  of  cavalry’  and  infantry  again  made  their  appearance, 
advancing  along  the  Eichmond  road.  We  opened  fire  upon  them  from 
our  battery,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  back.  They  afterward 
appeared  several  times  during  the  day,  but  were  as  often  driven  back. 
In  this  position  we  were  very  much  exposed,  shells  often  falling  inside 
our  lines.  The  entire  regiment  remained  on  picket  that  nighf  till  1 
o’clock  Wednesday  morning,  July  2,  when  we  marched  througffia  cold 
and  drenching  rain  to  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  where  we  arrived  and  biv- 
ouacked about  5 o’clock  p.  m. 

During  all  these  trying  scenes  the  men  under  my  command  have 
maintained  a spirit  of  cheerfulness  and  determination,  yielding  none  of 
their  discipline  or  soldierly  pride. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DHEYEA, 

Lieut.  Col..,  Comdg.  Fifth  New  Yorh  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Marvin,  Jr., 

Fifth  N.  Y.  Yols.,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Third  Brig.,  Sykes^  Div. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or 

Nelsonh  Farm  {Frazierh  Farm). 

Headquarters  McCall’s  Division, 

Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  August  12,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a report  of  the  operations 
of  my  division  in  the  battles  before  Eichmond  on  the  26th,  27th,  and 
30th  June  last,  my  capture  by  the  enemy  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of 
the  30th  and  subsequent  detention  in  prison  at  Eichmond  having  neces- 
sarily deferred  my  report  until  the  present  day. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19  th  June  I received  your  orders  requiring 
the  ‘^greater  part”  of  my  division  to  move  forward  from  Gaines’  farm, 
where  I was  then  encamped,  about  2J  miles  from  Mechanicsville,  and 
relieve  Taylor’s  brigade,  of  Franklin’s  division,  at  the  above-named 
village,  then  the  extreme  right  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  order  I directed  the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  com- 
manded respectively  by  Brig.  Gens.  J.  F.  Eeynolds  and  T.  Seymour, 
to  proceed  to  Beaver  Dam  Greek,  1 mile  this  side  of  Mechanicsville, 
and  occupy  a strong  position  on  its  left  bank  near  its  junction  with  the 
Ohickahominy,  and  thence  to  throw  forward  to  the  heights  in  front  of 
Mechanicsville  one  regiment  and  a battery  to  relieve  Taylor,  and  to 
post  a strong  line  of  pickets  from  the  Mechanicsville  Bridge  to  the 
Meadow  Bridge.  The  position  selected  on  the  Beaver  Dam  Creek  was 
naturally  a strong  one,  the  left  resting  on  the  Chickahominy  and  the 
right  extending  to  thick  woods  beyond  the  upper  Mechanicsville  road, 
which  were  occupied.  The  passage  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Creek  was 
difficult  throughout  the  greater  part  of  my  front,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  roads  crossing  at  Ellison’s  Mill  and  that  above  mentioned, 
impracticable  for  artillery.  On  the  right  of  the  last-named  road  an 
epaulement  calculated  for  four  pieces  of  field  artillery  was  thrown  up 
and  rifie  pits  for  a regiment  each  were  constructed  in  advance  of  each 
brigade.  Cooper’s  battery  of  six  10-pounder  Parrott  guns  on  the  right 
of  the  upper  road  and  Smead’s  battery  (regular)  of  four  12-pounder 
guns  on  the  left  commanded  that  approach.  De  Hart’s  battery  (regu- 
lar) of  six  12-pounder  guns  was  near  the  front-center,  commanding  a 
more  distant  view  of  the  same  road  and  also  the  lower  road  direct  to 
Mechanicsville.  I held  in  reserve  the  Second  Brigade  (Meade’s)  in 
front  of  Gaines’  farm,  ready  to  act  either  in  support  of  Eeynolds  and 
Seymour  or  to  oppose  the  crossing  at  New  Bridge  should  the  enemy 
attempt  it. 

In  this  position  I awaited  any  movements  the  enemy  might  initiate. 
Cobb’s  Legion,  of  the  Confederates,  was  encamped  within  view  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  A.  P.  Hill’s  division  about  a 
cannon-shot  to  the  rear,  detachments  from  both  of  which  held  two  re- 
doubts and  an  extensive  line  of  rifle  pits  along  the  crest  of  the  high- 
lands overlooking  the  river. 

At  about  noon  on  the  26th  the  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  in  motion, 
and  at  12.30  p.  m.  our  pickets  at  Meadow  Bridge  were  driven  in  by  the 
advancing  column  of  the  enemy,  and  those  along  the  road  were  ordered 
to  fall  back.  Soon  afterward,  when  the  head  of  his  column  approached, 
my  infantry  and  artillery  in  front  of  Mechanicsville  were  recalled.  I 
now  ordered  forward  Meade’s  brigade,  and  directed  them  to  occupy 
ground  in  rear  of  the  line,  where  they#vould  be  out  of  the  range  of 
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musketry  and  at  a practicable  distance  for  support  of  any  part  of  the 
lield. 

My  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  the  following  order  from  right  to 
left:  On  the  extreme  right  were  seven  companies  of  the  Second  Eegi- 
ment  Peiiusylvania  Reserves,  Lieutenant-Colonel  MeCandless;  then  six 
companies  of  the  First  Rifles,  Major  Stone;  next  the  Fifth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Simmons;  then  the  Eighth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Hays;  then  the  Tenth  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves,  Colonel  Kirk;  then  the  Kinth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  Colonel  Jackson,  and  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves  on  the  extreme  left.  Meade’s  brigade,  in  reserve,  con- 
sisted of  the  Third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Sickel; 
the  Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Magilton,  and 
the  Seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Harvey.  East- 
on’s battery  of  four  12-pounder  guns  and  Kerns’  battery  of  six  12- 
pounder  howitzers  were  also  held  in  reserve. 

The  Sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Kean, had  been  detached  some  days  before,  and  was  at  Tunstall’s 
railroad  station,  while  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Penns^dvania  Reserves, 
Colonel  Gallagher,  was  on  picket  along  the  Lower  Chickahominy. 
These  two  regiments  were  consequently  thrown  out  of  the  engagement, 
except  that  the  Eleventh  was  brought  forward  on  the  morning  of  the 
27tli,  and  was  under  fire  for  a short  time  before  being  withdrawn. 

At  about  3 ]).  m.  the  enemy’s  lines  were  formed  in  my  front  and  the 
skirmishers  rapidly  advanced,  delivering  their  tire  as  they  ax)j)roached 
our  lines.  They  were  answered  by  my  artillery  and  a rather  general 
discharge  of  musketry. 

At  this  moment  I rode  along  the  front  of  several  of  the  regiments, 
and  1 remarked  in  the  animated  and  cheerful  countenances  of^  the  men 
the  i)romise  of  that  brilliant  success  which  they  so  nobly  achieved  in  the 
sequel.  In  a few  moments  afterward  the  enemy,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Robert  E.  Lee,  boldly  advanced  in  force  under  a heavy  artillery 
fire  and  attacked  my  position  from  right  to  left.  1,  however,  was  not 
long  in  discovering  that  his  principal  effort  was  directed  on  my  extreme 
right,  whereui)on  I ordered  Kerns’  battery  to  that  point,  and  at  the 
same  time  moved  forward  Sickel’s  regiment  (Third)  to  support  it.  Here 
for  a long  time  the  battle  raged  with  great  fury^.  The  Georgians 
rushed  with  headlong  energy  against  the  Second  Regiment,  only  to  be 
mowed  down  by  the  steady  fire  of  that  gallant  regiment,  whose  com- 
mander soon  sent  to  the  rear  some  7 or  8 prisoners  taken  in  the  en- 
counter. 

The  enemy  now  for  a time  retired  from  close  contest  on  the  right,  but 
he  kept  up  during  the  whole  day  a heavy  general  fire  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  which,  with  the  rapid  reply  of  the  Reserves,  was  at  times  one 
unbroken  roar  of  a stunning  depth.  After  a time,  however,  a heavy 
column  was  launched  down  the  road  to  Ellison’s  Mill,  where  a deter- 
mined attack  was  made.  I had  already  sent  Easton’s  battery  to  Gen- 
eral Seymour,  and  I now  moved  the  Seventh  Regiment  down  to  the 
extreme  left,  apprehending  that  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  turn  that 
hank  by  crossing  the  stream  below  the  mill.  Here,  however,  the  Re- 
serves maintained  their  position  and  sustained  their  character  for 
steadiness  in  splendid  style,  never  losing  a foot  of  ground  during  a 
severe  struggle  with  some  of  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy,  fighting 
under  the  direction  of  their  most  distinguished  general.  For  hour 
after  hour  the  battle  was  hotly  contested,  and  the  rapid  lire  of  our 
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artillery,  dealing’  death  to  an  awful  extent,  was  nnintermitted,  while 
the  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy  enabled  him  to  precipitate  col- 
umn after  column  of  fresh  troops  upon  my  nearly  exhausted  lines. 

About  sunset  Grif&n’s  brigade,  with  Edwards’  (regular)  battery, 
arrived.  The  former  I requested  its  gallant  leader  to  move  to  the 
extreme  right,  that  being  the  weakest  point  in  my  position.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  these  troops  could  reach  their  ground,  and  as  the 
enemy  had  advanced,  only  a portion  of  this  force  could  be  brought  into 
action.  Then,  a short  time  before  the  close  of  the  engagement,  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  Colonel  Woodbury,  relieved  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Eeserves,  whose  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Fourteenth  New  York  joined  the  Eifles  and  the  detachment  of  Berdan’s 
Sharpshooters. 

Edwards’  battery  had  been  left  by  Griffin  in  reserve,  and  late  in  the 
evening  I turned  it  over  to  General  Seymour,  to  be  placed  on  his  left. 
About  9 o’clock  this  well-contested  action  closed  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  enemy,  with  very  heavy  loss. 

My  attention  was  now  directed  to  the  cleaning  of  the  arms  and  issu- 
ing of  ammunition,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  resumidion  of  the  combat 
in  the  morning.  This  consumed  the  time  till  1 a.  m.  of  the  27th,  and 
shortly  before  day  I received  General  McClellan’s  order  through  you 
to  withdraw  my  division  and  fall  back  to  the  rear  of  Gaines’  Mill. 
This  order,  I confess,  gave  me  some  concern.  Had  it  reached  me  at 
midnight  the  movement  might  have  been  accomplished  without  diffi- 
culty and  without  loss,  but  now  it  would  be  daylight  before  the  move- 
ment—under  fire,  one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  in  war,  and  now 
in  presence  of  a superior  force — could  be  commenced.  I,  however,  went 
to  work  without  a moment’s  delay.  Meade’s  brigade  was  the  first  with- 
drawn, but  before  this  was  completed  the  enemy  opened  his  fire  upon 
us.  His  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and  again  soon  became  general 
along  the  line. 

Now  great  caution  became  necessary  to  screen  the  movement  from 
the  enemy,  but  this  was  successfully  done.  Griffin’s  brigade  and  Ed- 
wards’ battery  were  the  next  to  be  withdrawn.  This  was  done  coolly 
and  successfully.  Eeynolds’  brigade  was  next  ordered  to  retire,  keeping 
up  a scattering  fire  with  musketry  and  from  a single  piece  of  artillery. 
Thus  the  fire  was  kept  up  until  all  the  artillery  was  brought  out  of 
action.  Lastly,  Seymour’s  brigade  was  brought  out  in  the  handsomest 
style.  In  fine,  our  killed  had  been  buried,  the  wounded  had  been  sent 
ofi',  and  not  a man,  nor  a gun,  nor  a musket,  nor  a knapsack  was  left 
upon  the  field.  The  different  regiments  filed  past  as  steadily  as  if 
marching  from  the  parade  ground,  and  it  must  have  been  some  time 
before  the  enemy  were  aware  that  we  were  gone,  as  no  attempt  was 
made  to  follow  immediately. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was,  as  nearly  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
33  killed  and  150  wounded.*  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  heavy  beyond 
l)recedent  in  this  war  for  the  numbers  engaged.  I learned  from  excel- 
lent authority  while  a prisoner  in  Eichmond  that  General  Lee’s  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  did  not  fall  short  of  2,000.  In  the  published  re- 
turns it  appears  that  the  First  North  Carolina  lost  nearly  one-half  of  its 
effective  force  and  the  Forty-fourth  Georgia  nearly  two-thirds.  Stone- 
wall Jackson’s  artillery  was  in  the  battle,  although  his  infantry  was 
several  miles  to  the  right. 

Wh(‘re  all  so  gallantly  supported  the  honor  of  the  flag  it  would  seem 
almost  invidious  to  particularize,  but  my  thanks  are  particularly  due 
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to  Generals  Eeynolds  and  Seymour,  and  to  Colonels  Simmons,  of  tlie 
Fifth,  and  Taggart,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCand- 
less,  of  the  Second,  Major  Stone,  of  the  Eifles,  who  were  all  closely 
engaged.  General  Meade  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  great  zeal  and 
promptness  in  carrying  out  all  the  orders  co'nveyed  to  him,  though  not 
immediately  engaged. 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  I acknowledge  my  obligation  to 
General  Griffin,  who  promptly  brought  his  fine  brigade  to  my  sni)poi  t 
at  a time  it  was  supposed  to  be  much  needed.  Also  to  General  Morell, 
whose  division  was  within  supporting  distance  had  aid  been  leqiiired. 
My  personal  staff,  Capt.  H.  J.  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieu- 
tenants and  Aides-de-Camp  Scheetz  and  Meconkey,  deserve  special 
notice  for  their  gallantry  in  carrying  orders  and  the  other  duties  inci- 
dent to  their  ofijces. 

Battle  of  Gaines^  Mill  on  the  27th  June,  1862. 

My  division  having  been  successfully  withdrawn  from  its  position 
after  the  rei^ulse  of  the  enemy  at  Mechanics ville  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  June,  moved  leisurely  and  steadily  to  the  ground  designated,  in 
rear  of  Gaines’  Mill,  where  it  arrived  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  Here  I was 
notified  by  General  Porter  that  my  division,  having  been  deprived  of 
much  sleep  during  the  previous  night  and  having  been  engaged  for 
three  hours  that  morning  with  the  enemy,  would  be  held  in  reserve 
to-day.  As  the  troops  arrived  on  the  ground  they  were  formed  on  the 
edge  of  the  wood  and  constituted  the  first  line,  while  the  Eeserves  were 
on  the  plain  some  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  woods. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced,  and  very  soon  after  the  action 
commenced.  You  ordered  me  to  move  forward  the  Second  and  Third 
Brigades  of  my  division  to  support  the  first  line.  This  was  immediately 
done,  and  in  a style  that  called  forth  an  expression  of  admiration  from, 
the  commanding  general.  These  two  brigades  soon  were  under  fire,  in 
some  instances  the  regiments  going  immediately  into  line,  while  in 
others  they  halted  directly  in  rear  of  the  line  already  formed. 

In  a short  time  after  this  the  First  Brigade  of  my  division  also  was 
ordered  forward  and  soon  became  engaged.  In  the  mean  time  the  bat- 
teries of  my  division.  Cooper’s  on  the  right,  and  He  Hart’s,  Easton’s, 
and  Kerns’  in  the  center  and  on  the  left,  also  advanced,  and  shelled  the 
enemy  over  the  heads  of  the  men  in  line. 

The  action  soon  became  general,  and  the  fire  in  front  of  my  division, 
which  was  near  the  center  of  the  battle  line,  increased  to  a deafening 
roar  of  musketry,  above  which  the  artillery  fire  at  times  could  scarcely 
be  distinguished.  The  enemy  was  apparently  drawn  up  in  five  lines, 
and  one  after  another  was  thrown  forward  on  my  front  as  fast  as  the 
preceding  one  recoiled  before  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  Eeserves,  or 
with  such  short  intervals  that  the  thoroughly-heated  muskets  had  not 
time  to  cool.  In  this  way  for  upward  of  three  hours  my  brave  fellows 
were  under  fire,  either  relieving  each  other  or  some  regiment  of  another 
division,  when  the  men  became  exhausted.  About  this  time,  seeing 
some  commotion  on  the  left  of  my  division,  I rode  rapidly  to  the  ground, 
and  found  that  the  Fourth  had  been  driven  in  and  was  being  rallied' 
by  General  Meade.  The  line,  however,  was  soon  reformed,  and  I rode 
in  front  of  the  regiment,  addressed  the  men  briefly,  and  they  soon 
resumed  their  place  in  line  of  battle. 

Everything  now  on  the  left  of  the  division  was  in  successful  and 
satisfactory  operation.  I therefore  rode  along  the  line,  halting  for  a 
short  time  in  the  center,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  right.  Here  I 
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found  General  Eeynolds  coming  from  the  woods  with  the  First  and 
Eighth  Regiments  of  his  brigade,  he  having  relieved  them  and  brought 
them  out  of  action  in  consequence  of  their  ammunition  being  exhausted. 
He  reported  to  me  that  the  Fifth  Regiment  had  also  nearly  expended 
all  its  ammunition  and  ought  to  be  relieved.  I directed  my  assistant 
adjutant-general,  Captain  Biddle,  to  ride  down  the  line  and,  if  ijossible, 
bring  up  a regiment  (of  MorelFs  division,  I think)  that  I had  seen  in 
reserve  as  I rode  along  the  line.  I now  discovered  a battery  in  rear  of 
my  extreme  right  which  I thought  might  be  advantageously  brought 
into  action,  and  I rode  back  to  the  spot  and  recommended  a position 
in  front  to  the  officer  in  command,  Captain  Weed,  of  the  Fifth  Regular 
Artillery.  He  cheerfully  assented,  and  at  once  moved  off  to  occupy 
the  i^osition.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  before  I discovered  a large 
number  of  men  toward  the  left  retiring.  It  soon  bcdiime  apparent 
that  we  had  met  with  a reverse.  I rode  out  in  the  direction  of  the 
retreating  men  and  strove  vigorously  to  rally  them,  placing  a squadron 
of  Indiana  cavalry  I happened  to  find  on  the  ground  in  line,  with  orders 
to  cut  down  any  man  who  attempted  to  pass  their  line.  My  endeavor 
was  partially  successful,  and  I also  stopped  two  batteries  that  were 
in  retreat  and  brought  them  into  battery  against  the  enemy,  who  just 
then  appeared  on  the  opposite  hill-side.  This  checked  their  advance 
on  this  point. 

About  this  time  French’s  brigade  and  Meagher’s  brigade  arrived  on 
the  ground  where  I was,  and  I stopped  the  fire  of  the  two  batteries  just 
brought  into  action  while  they  passed  down  the  hill  in  front.  At  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  however,  they  were  met  by  General  Fitz  John  Porter, 
who  halted  the  column  of  these  generous  friends,  as  the  sun  was  then 
about  down  and  the  enemy  had  retired  from  view,  so  that  these  gal- 
lant troops  had  not  the  pleasure  of  encouatering  the  enemy  that  day. 
My  division  now  deliberately  retired,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  de- 
stroyed the  bridge  opposite  Trent’s  Hill,  upon  which  they  had  crossed. 
Here  they  did  bivouac  near  the  ground  occupied  previously  by  the  gen- 
eral headquarters. 

The  only  occurrence  of  this  day’s  battle  that  I have  cause  to  regret 
(except  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  valuable  officers  and  men,  whose 
fall  I sincerely  mourn)  is  the  capture  by  the  enemy  of  a large  portion 
of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Gallagher. 
This  regiment,  of  Meade’s  brigade,  had  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon 
relieved  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Regiment,  Colonel  Simpson  (major  U. 
S.  Topographical  Engineers),  the  latter  promising  to  support  the  former 
in  case  of  being  hard  pressed.  In  the  heat  of  the  action  the  Eleventh 
Regiment,  becoming  enveloped  in  the  smoke  of  battle,  continued  the 
fight  after  the  rest  of  the  line  had  retired,  being  closely  engaged  with  a 
rebel  regiment  in  front,  and  before  the  colonel  was  aware  that  he  had 
been  left  alone  on  the  field  he  found  himself  under  fire  of  two  regiments 
on  either  fiank  besides  the  one  in  front.  Notwithstanding  the  peril  of 
his  position  he  gallantly  kept  up  a galling  fire  on  the  advancing  foe  as 
he  retired  in  order  upon  the  Fourth  New  Jersey.  Here,  to  crown  his 
ill-fortune,  he  found  that  he,  as  well  as  Colonel  Sinq^son,  was  completely 
surrounded,  a strong  force  having  already  taken  position  in  his  imme- 
diate rear. 

The  situation  of  these  two  brave  regiments,  which  had  so  nobly 
maintained  their  ground  (not  having  been  recalled)  after  all  had  retired, 
was  now  hopeless,  their  retreat  being  entirely  cut  off  by  the  increasing 
force  of  the  enemy,  who  were  still  advancing,  and  they  were  compelled 
to  surrender.  No  censure  can  possibly  attach  to  either  Colonel  Galla- 
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gber  or  Colonel  Simpson  or  tbe  brave  men  of  tlieir  respective  regi- 
ments on  account  of  this  iil-turn  of  fortune,  but,  on  the  contrary,  thej^ 
are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  held  their  ground  until  it  was  ten- 
able no  longer. 

I have  only  further  to  add  that  throughout  this  day  the  Eeserves 
supported  the  character  they  had  gained  in  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  and  the  morning  of  this  day. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Eeynolds,  who,  1 regret  to  re- 
port, was  captured,  together  with  his  assistant  adjutant- general,  Charles 
Kingsbury,  by  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  general  find- 
ing on  the  previous  evening  that  the  enemy  was  already  in  his  rear,  and 
having  retired  to  the  woods,  where  he  passed  the  night.  Generals 
Meade  and  Seymour,  as  usual,  led  the  brigades  with  the  skill  and  elfect 
to  be  expected  of  officers  of  their  distinction.  To  the  officers  of  my  per- 
sonal staff,  particularly  to  Capt.  H.  J.  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, and  to  Maj.  Alfred  E.  Lewis,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  acting 
aide-de-camp,  my  thanks  are  due  for  efficient  services. 

The  loss  of  my  division  to-day  was  heavy,  and  is  embraced  in  the 
total  loss  at  the  foot  of  this  report.* 

Battle  of  New  Market  Gross-Eoadsi  on  the  30th  June^  1862. 

On  Friday  evening,  June  27,  after  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  my 
division  crossed  the  Chickahominy  to  Trent’s  Hill,  where  it  remained 
till  8 p.  m.  on  the  28th,  when  I was  ordered  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  White  Oak  Creek,  and  take  with  me  Hunt’s  reserve  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  thirteen  batteries.  Owing  to  unavoidable  detention  on  the 
route  my  division  was  all  night  on  the  march,  and  did  not  reach  White 
Oak  Creek  till  near  noon  on  the  29th.  Having  crossed  the  creek,  I was 
ordered  by  the  general-in-chief  to  put  my  division  in  position  to  repel 
any  attack  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Eichmond.  This  I did, 
and  remained  in  position  till  5 o’clock  jd.  m.,  when  the  march  was  re- 
sumed, and  continued  by  my  command  till  I reached  the  Quaker-road 
crossing  of  the  Kew  Market  road,  where  I arrived  at  midnight  and  took 
up  a x>osition  on’ the  cross-road,  sending  out  a regiment  and  a battery  in 
front  and  a strong  picket  in  advance  of  them.  Here  I remained  in 
readiness  to  repel  any  advance  of  the  enemy  till  about  daylight,  when 
I was  ordered  to  retire.  This  I did,  left  in  front,  and  reached  the  point 
where  the  Turkey  Bridge  road  turns  off  from  the  New  Market  road  at 
about  7 a.  m.  on  the  30th.  I liere  turned  into  Turkey  Bridge  road,  and 
was  ordered  to  halt  on  this  ground  till  the  whole  of  our  immense  train, 
which  had  safely  crossed  White  Oak  Creek,  had  passed  on  toward 
James  Eiver,  and  to  rei)el  any  attack  that  the  enemy  might  make  on  it. 

At  9 o’clock  had  commenced  the  heavy  cannonade  caused  by  the 
enemy  attempting  to  force  the  passage  of  the  creek  in  order  to  fall 
upon  the  train,  and  it  continued  with  little  interruption  till  noon.  It 
was  a determined  artillery  duel,  but  as  I did  not  ap])rehend  their  ability 
to  effect  a passage,  I was  not  long  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  any 
attack  on  myself  must  come  from  the  direction  of  Eichmond  on  my 
right  flank.  I had  thrown  out  a cavalry  picket  in  that  direction,  and 
afterward  discovering  indications  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  moved 
out  a regiment  in  the  same  direction  on  picket  duty. 

I now  examined  the  character  of  the  country  around  me,  and  made 
my  disposition  of  the  troops  facing  to  the  right  flank — Meade’s  brigade 
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on  the  riglit,  Seymour’s  on  tlie  left,  and  Eeynolds’,  now  commanded  hy 
Col.  S.  G.  Simmons,  of  the  Fifth,  in  reserve ; EandoPs  (regular)  bat- 
tery, six  12-ponnder  Eapoleon  or  light  12-pounder  guns,  on  the  right, 
in  front  of  the  Fourth  Eegiment ; Kerns’  and  Cooper’s  batteries  oppo- 
site the  center,  and  two  German  batteries,  belonging  to  Morell’s  divis- 
ion, of  20-pounder  Parrott’s,  of  four  guns  each,  commanded  by  Captains 
Diederichs  and  Knieriem,  on  the  left,  all  in  front  of  the  infantry  line. 
The  country  on  my  new  front  was  open,  embracing  a large  farm,  inter- 
sected toward  the  right  by  the  Kew  Market  road,  and  a small  strip  of 
timber  parallel  to  it.  The  open  front  was  about  800  yards ; its  depth 
about  1,000  yards.  It  was  a beautiful  battle  ground,  but  too  large  for 
my  force  to  find  cover  or  i^rotection  on  both  flanks. 

My  disposition  having  been  made  I calmly  awaited  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  About  2.30  o’clock  my  pickets  were  driven  in  by  a strong 
advance,  after  some  skirmishing,  without  loss  on  our  x)art.  At  3 
o’clock  the  enemy  sent  forward  a regiment  on  the  left  center  and 
another  on  the  right  center,  to  feel  for  a weak  point.  They  were 
under  cover  of  a shower  of  shell  and  boldly  advanced,  but  were  both 
driven  back  on  the  left  by  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  and  on  the  right  by  the 
Seventh  Eegiment.  After  this,  in  order  to  strengtheu  the  left,  I rode 
forward  with  the  Eifles  and  put  them  in  a narrow  strip  of  timber  on 
the  left  and  front.  Soon  after  this  the  left  was  threatened  by  a very 
heavy  column,  which  had  passed  through  the  woods  beyond  the  farm. 
I at  once  changed  front  on  that  flank  by  sending  Colonel  Simmons 
with  two  regiments  to  re-enforce  Seymour.  This  movement  was  promptly 
made,  but  not  a moment  too  soon,  for  a furious  attack  with  artillery 
and  infantry  was  almost  immediately  made  on  that  flank.  I at  the 
same  time  directed  Captain  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  ride 
to  the  left  and  change  the  direction  of  the  fire  of  the  two  German  bat- 
teries against  the  enemy  on  the  flank.  This  order  was  gallantly  ex- 
ecuted, but  I regret  to  state  that  just  at  the  moment  the  enemy’s  fire 
happened  to  be  poured  in  with  terrible  eflect,  and  this  brave  and  valu- 
able officer  fell  mortally  wounded,  being  pierced  by  two  Minie  balls 
and  slightly  wounded  by  a third. 

For  near  two  hours  the  battle  raged  hotly  here,  and  under  a perfect 
storm  of  shot  and  shell  the  gallant  and  much- to-be-lamented  Col.  Sen- 
eca G.  Simmons  fell  also  mortally  wounded.  At  last  the  enemy  was 
com]mlledto  retire  before  the  well-directed  musketry  fire  of  the  Eeserves. 
The  German  batteries  were  driven  to  the  rear,  but  I rode  up  and  sent 
them  back.  It  was,  however,  of  little  avail,  and  they  were  soon  after 
abandoned  by  the  cannoneers. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  enemy  were  inactive  along  the 
center  and  on  the  right  of  my  line  during  all  this  time.  The  batteries 
in  front  of  the  center  were  boldly  charged  upon,  but  the  enemy  was 
speedily  forced  back,  when  I re-enforced  this  part  of  the  line  with  the 
two  regiments  of  the  reserve  still  remaining  on  the  ground.  The  con- 
test was  severe,  and  i)ut  the  steadiness  of  these  regiments  toLhe  test. 
They  both  suffered  much,  but  particularly  the  First  Eegiment,  whose 
lieutenant-colonel,  H.  M.  Mclntire,  lost  his  left  leg  below  the  knee. 

In  the  course  of  this  struggle  I had  the  pleasure  of  having  presented 
to  me  a regimental  color  borne  off  from  the  attacking  regiment. 

Soon  after  this  a most  determined  charge  was  made  on  Eandol’s 
battery  by  a full  brigade  advancing  in  wedge-shape,  without  order,  but 
in  perfect  recklessness.  Somewhat  similar  charges  had,  as  I have  stated, 
been  previously  made  on  Cooper’s  and  Kerns’  batteries  by  single  regi- 
ments without  success,  they  having  recoiled  before  the  storm  of  canister 
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hurled  agaiust  them.  A like  result  was  anticipated  by  Eandol’s  bat- 
tery, and  the  Fourth  Kegiment  was  requested  not  to  fire  until  the  battery 
had  done  with  them.  Its  gallant  commander  did  not  doubt  his  ability 
to  repel  the  attack,  and  his  guns  did  indeed  mow  down  the  advancing 
host ; but  still  the  gaps  were  closed  and  the  enemy  came  in  upon  a 
run  to  the  very  muzzles  of  his  guns.  It  was  a perfect  torrent  of  men, 
and  they  were  in  his  battery  before  the  guns  could  be  removed.  Two 
guns  that  wpre  indeed  successfully  limbered  had  their  horses  killed  and 
wounded  and  were  overturned  on  the  spot,  and  the  enemy  dashing 
past  drove  the  greater  part  of  the  Fourth  Eegiment  before  them.  The 
left  company  (B)  nevertheless  stood  its  ground  with  its  captain,  Fred. 
A.  Conrad,  in  front  of  it,  as  did  likewise  certain  men  of  other  com- 
panies. 

I had  ridden  into  tlie  regiment  and  endeavored  to  check  them,  but 
with  only  i)artial  success.  It  was  here  my  fortune  to  witness  one  ot 
the  fiercest  bayonet  fights  that  perhaps  ever  occurred  on  this  continent. 
Bayonet  wounds,  mortal  or  slight,  were  given  and  received.  I saw 
skulls  crushed  by  the  butts  of  muskets,  and  every  effort  made  by  either 
party  in  this  life-or-death  struggle,  proving  indeed  that  here  Greek  had 
met  Greek.  The  Seventh  Eegiment  was  at  this  time  on  the  right  of  the 
Fourth,  and  was  too  closely  engaged  with  a force,  also  of  great  superi- 
ority in  numbers,  to  lend  any  assistance  to  the  gallant  few  of  the  Fourth 
who  were  struggling  at  their  side.  In  fine,  these  few  men,  some  70  or 
80,  were  borne  bodily  oft'  amongst  the  rebels,  and  when  they  reached  a 
gap  in  the  fence  walked  through  it,  while  the  enemy,  intent  on  pursu- 
ing those  in  front  of  them,  passed  on  without  noticing  them. 

It  was  at  this  moment,  on  witnessing  this  scene,  I keenly  felt  the 
want  of  re-enforcement.  I had  not  a single  regiment  left  to  send  to  the 
support  of  these  so  overpowered.  There  was  no  running ; but  my 
division,  reduced  by  the  previous  battles  to  less  than  6,000,  had  to  con- 
tend with  the  divisions  of  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  (considered  two  of 
the  strongest  and  best  among  many  of  the  Confederate  army,  number- 
ing that  daj'  18,000  or  20,000  men),  and  it  was  reluctantly  comiielled  to 
give  way  before  heavier  force  accumulated  upon  them.  My  right  was, 
as  I say,  literally  forced  oft*  the  ground  by  the  weight  simply  of  the 
enemy’s  column. 

The  center  and  left  were  still  at  times  engaged,  and  the  only  staff 
officer  left  with  me  was  Lieut.  E.  Beatty,  who  was  now  wounded  at  my 
side  and  forced  to  leave  me,  after  maintaining  his  position  for  some 
time.  My  orderly,  a most  faithful  man,  Sergt.  Simeon  Hertz,  was  also 
mortally  wounded  at  my  side,  and  I was  left  with  but  two  men  of  my 
cavalry  escort.  Corporal  King  and  one  private.  I now  rode  to  the  rear 
to  endeavor  to  rally  a force,  and  on  the  road -side  200  yards  in  rear  of 
my  right  I found  two  regiments  of  Berry’s  brigade,  Kearny’s  division. 
I requested  these  regiments  to  move  forward  and  support  my  men,  but 
their  orders,  I was  informed,  would  not  admit  of  their  leaving  their 
ground.  After  some  time  General  Kearny  came  up.  He  at  once  formed 
two  lines  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  moved  forward, 
saying  to  me  as  he  rode  on,  ‘‘  If  you  can  bring  on  another  line  in  a few 
minutes  I think  we  can  stop  them.” 

By  this  time  the  sun  had  set,  and  the  firing,  now  confined  entirely 
to  the  right  of  my  division,  was  becoming  slack  and  interrupted.  In  a 
little  while  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson,  Peiinsylvania  Eeserves,  came 
u])  and  reported  to  me  that  he  had  collected  about  500  men,  with  whom 
lie  was  then  advancing.  I rode  on  with  him  up  the  road  so  as  to  bring 
this  little  command  uiion  the  left  of  Kearny.  On  arriving  at  the  point 
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■where  my  original  line  crossed  the  road  I halted  the  men,  and  having 
no  staff  oiffcer  with  me  I rode  forward  to  ascertain  whether  some  men 
of  the  Fourth  whom  I had  left  a little  in  advance  were  still  on  the 
ground — they  had,  as  I afterward  learned,  joined  Kearny — and  I had 
not  proceeded  more  than  100  yards  before  1 rode  right  into  tbe  Forty- 
seventh  Virginia  Eegiment,  which,  being  drawn  up  under  some  trees, 
was  not  seen  by  me  in  the  obscurity  of  the  evening  until  1 had  ridden 
in  among  them,  and  thus  became  a })risoner. 

The  desultory  firing  on  the  right  continued  at  intervals  f5r  some  time, 
but  the  battle  was  in  fact  over,  and  my  division,  as  I have  siuce  learned, 
slept  in  part  on  the  ground  and  the  remainder  within  a few  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy,  and  at  2 o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  1st  of  July  moved 
forward  toward  James  Eiver,  under  command  of  General  Seymour. 

The  conduct  of  the  division  in  this  hard-fought  field  is  worthy  of  all 
praise.  Besides  the  officers  already  named,  I have  to  thanlv  Brig.  Gen. 
George  G.  Meade,  who  w^as  severely  wounded.  Colonel  Sickel,  of  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  and  a number  of  others,  who  contributed 
largely  to  the  result  desired,  namely,  to  defend  the  position  until  after 
the  heavy  supply  train  had  placed  itself  in  safety.  Among  these  1 must 
mention  Acting  Division  Surg.  A.  E.  Stocker,  who  accompanied  me 
during  a considerable  part  of  the  day  and  assisted  in  bringing  the  lag- 
gards into  line  until  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  wrist  by  a fragment 
of  a shell.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Brigadier-General  Sedgwick, 
whose  brigade  came  to  my  support  near  the  close  of  the  day.  Great 
credit  is  likewise  due  to  Capt.  George  A.  Woodward,  of  the  Second  Ee- 
serves, who  was  severely  wounded  while  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany against  fearful  odds. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding  Division. 

Capt.  Feed.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

^ [Indorsements.] 

Headquakteks  Fifth  Aemy  Corps, 

September  25, 1862. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I 
have  heretofore  in  several  communications  referred  to  the  services  of 
numerous  officers,  some  of  whom  are  commended  herein,  and  asked  for 
them  rewards. 

I present  now  the  name  of  Brigadier-General  Meade,  commanding 
brigade,  whom  I accidentally  omitted,  and  request  that  in  the  promo- 
tions for  brevets  his  name  may  receive  the  attention  his  high  merits 
deserve. 

I commend  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government  the  names  of  the 
other  officers  specially  highly  spoken  of  in  this  report.  Many  of  the 
officers  of  volunteers  have  been  recommended  to  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  promotion. 

F.  J.  POETEE, 

Major- General^  Commaiiding. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Octoher  22,  1862. 

I respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the 
report  of  these  actions.  General  McCall  was  in  immediate  command 
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of  tlie  division  at  Meclianicsville.  was  detached  at  New  Market  roads, 
;i!:d  the  absence  of  his  reports,  those  of  Generals  Eeynolds  and  Morell 
and  Meade,  prevented  me  in  my  preliminary  report  referring  more 
specially  to  the  services  of  the  division,  which  are  now  made  known 
tlirongh  the  commander.  The  reports  are  of  exceeding  interest,  and' 
])ut  before  the  commanding  general  the  services  of  the  division,  which 
were  distinguished,  and  only  required  this  report  to  be  made  part  of 
the  history  of  the  memorable  events  of  the  war  on  the  Peninsula,  which 
has  reflected  high  honor  upon  our  arms. 

P.  J.  POETER, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Washington,  December  10,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  and  accom- 
])anying  documents  supplemental  to  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of 
New  Market  Cross-Roads,  June  30,  1862,  and  to  request  that  these 
l)apers  may  be  appended  to  that  report.  My  reasons  for  so  doing  are 
the  following,  viz : My  attention  has  been  called  to  General  HookePs 
repoi't  of  the  battle  of  Glendale,  published  in  Wilkes’  Spirit  of  the 
Times  and  coi)ied  into  other  papers,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Reserves  is  severely  and  unjustly  reflected  upon.  As 
these  troops  fought  with  great  gallantry  on  that  day  and  sustained 
heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men  in  a desperate  conflict  with  thrice  their 
numbers,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  till  night,  it  is  due  to  them  and 
their  State  that  their  record  be  fairly  set  before  the  country.  With 
that  single  purpose  the  events  of  that  daj^  will  be  here  briefly  recapitu- 
lated. 

Whilst  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  retiring  upon  James  River 
one  of  the  severest  attacks  made  upon  its  right  flank  was  that  of  Mon- 
day, June  30.  Of  the  four  divisions  that  day  engaged,  each  maneu- 
vered and  fought  independently.  My  own  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  front  of  the  Turkey  Bridge  (or  Quaker)  road,  and  crossing  the  New 
Market  road  nearly  at  right  angles.  Hooker’s  division  was  some  dis- 
tance on  my  left,  his  right  resting  on  the  first-named  road.  The  part 
Avhich  his  division  took  in  this  engagement  he  calls  the  battle  of  Glen- 
dale ; but  as  the  Confederate  Army  advanced  from  Richmond  down  the 
New  Market  road,  and  as  General  Lee,  who  commanded  in  person, 
made  the  most  determined  effort  to  cut  the  Union  Army  in  twain  at 
this  ])oint,  I have  thought  it  proper  to  designate  the  fierce  conflict 
which  there  took  place  the  battle  of  New  Market  Cross-Roads.  To  the 
Reserves  it  was  a desperate  affair,  as  will  be  seen  in  some  of  the  accom- 
panying documents.  They  were  barely  6,000  strong  on  the  field,  hav- 
ing suffered  severely  in  the  battles  of  Meclianicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill, 
and  one  entire  regiment  being  detached.  Yet  here  they  had  to  con- 
tend with  A.  P.  Hill’s  and  Longstreet’s  divisions,  from  the  troops  com- 
posing wiiicli  the  Reserves  captured  during  the  day  about  200  prisoners 
and  three  stands  of  colors — one  of  the  standards  as  late  in  the  day  as 
just  before  sunset,  in  my  presence,  by  Private  William  J.  Gallagher,  of 
Company  F,  Ninth  Regiment,  who  killed  the  rebel  color-bearer  in  a 
bayonet  charge  and  brought  off  the  trophy,  which  he  presented  to  me 
on  the  spot. 

Tliere  was  but  one  injudicious  or  unfortunate  movement  made  during 
tlie  day.  Before  the  action  commenced  I placed  the  Twelfth  Regiment 
in  position  on  the  left  of  my  line,  and  after  I had  moved  to  the  right 
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General  Seymour  divided  this  regiment,  posting  the  colonel  with  six 
companies  in  advance  and  to  the  left,  thus  detaching  them  from  the 
line.  Soon  afterward  the  enemy  advanced  a battery  here,  and  the  Third 
and  Tenth  Ivcgiments  were  ordered  to  charge  it.  They  drove  it  in,  rout- 
ing the  infantry  support,  and  sent  in  about  100  prisoners.  They  were 
ordered  to  reform,  and  the  Eifles  were  ordered  to  support  them.  But 
suddenly  a heavy  column  advanced  rapidly,  and  they  were  compelled 
to  retire,  which  they  did  without  precipitation,  and  reformed  in  rear  of 
their  own  ground.  The  six  companies  of  the  Twelfth,  however,  were 
cut  oft  from  the  line,  and  retired  to  the  road  in  front  of  which  the  divis- 
ion vras  formed.  At  the  same  time  a section  of  a Dutch  battery  belong- 
ing to  Porter  was  abandoned  by  its  cannoneers,  who  fled  with  their 
horses,  broke  through  the  ranks  of  my  cavalry,  and  also  several  detach- 
ments of  the  Third  and  Tenth  Kegiments,  which  were  carrying  to  the 
rear  the  prisoners  just  spoken  of. 

This  melange  of  horses,  men,  and  prisoners,  numbering  perhaps  400 
in  all,  were  hurried  down  the  road  between  Sumner  and  Hooker,  and 
partly  on  Hooker’s  right.  Colonel  Taggart,  it  will  be  seen  by  his  report, 
soon  reformed  his  men  on  Hooker’s  right  and  reported  himself  to  that 
general,  who  availed  himself  of  the  colonel’s  services  to  carry  a message 
to  General  Sumner. 

AYith  the  exception  of  this  temporary  and  very  partial  confusion,  pro- 
duced as  I have  endeavored  frankly  to  describe  it,  and  the  failure  of 
the  Fourth  Kegiment  to  support  and  protect  Kandol’s  battery  on  the 
extreme  right,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  division  maintained  its  position 
throughout  the  day  against  thrice  its  numbers  of  the  best  troops  of  the 
Confederate  generals,  whose  encomiums  were  passed  upon  it  the  next 
day,  as  testifled  by  Surgeon  Marsh,  of  my  division,  in  his  report  here- 
with. 

The  following  testimony  by  officers  of  high  character  will,  I think, 
sul)stantiate  what  1 have  here  stated,  for  it  is  apparent,  from  General 
Longstreet’s  remark  to  Surgeon  Marsh,  that  Lee’s  object  in  moving  down 
the  New  Market  road  was  to  break  through  the  IJnion  Army  at  that 
])oiiit,  and  taking  possession  of  the  Turkey  Bridge  (or  Quaker)  road, 
move  on  and  seize  another  road  a mile  or  more  in  my  rear,  which  two 
roads  were  the  onl,v  avenues  in  that  neighborhood  leading  to  James 
Kiver.  Had  he  succeeded  in  routing  my  division  he  would  have  acjcom- 
])lished  his  object,  viz,  to  cut  off  Heintzelman,  Franklin,  and  Kearny 
from  the  main  body  of  the  army.  And  if  the  Confederate  force  on  the 
ground  was,  as  stated  to  me  by  Longstreet  that  night  at  Lee’s  head- 
quarters, 70,000  strong,  the  position  of  those  divisions  would  indeed 
have  been  perilous. 

I will  here  remark  that  the  following  reports,  with  the  exception  of 
Those  of  Generals  Meade  and  Seymour,  are  from  officers  whom  I casually 
met  in  this  city  j they  all  belonged  to  the  Eeserves ; and  were  more 
required,  any  amount  of  testimony  could  be  obtained  from  others  of 
unimpeachable  A^eracity  from  the  same  corps. 


[Extract  from  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  McCall’s  division.] 

Camp  near  Warrenton,  Va.,  November  7,  1862. 

General  George  A.  McCall: 

Dear  General  ; ^ ^ i had  seen  Hooker’s  report  before  you  sent  a copy,  and, 

as  you  well  remark,  was  greatly  surprised  at  his  account  of  our  doings.  * It 

was  only  the  stubborn  resistance  offered  by  our  elivision,  prolonging  the  contest  till 
after  dark  and  checking  till  that  time  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  that  enabled  the 
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concentration  during  tlie  night  of  the  whole  army  on  the  hanks  of  the  James  River, 
which  saved  it.  I will  show  your  letter  and  the  report  to  General  Seymour. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


[Extract  from  a note  by  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Seymour,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  McCall’s  division.] 

'if  * ■>f  I entirely  agree  with  General  Meade.  Any  explanation  should  come  from 

General  McCall  as  to  the  battle  of  New  Market.  Its  credit  and  its  failures  are  well 
known  to  him,  and  are  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  the  result  of  General  McCall’s  arrange- 
ments; and  whatever  General  Hooker  may  have  written,  in  error  or  otherwise,  may 
now,  after  the  three  battles,  be  considered  as  incapable  of  affecting  the  honor  of  the 
Reserves. 

Respectfully, 

T.  SEYMOUR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Extract  from  a note  by  Maj.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter,  commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Corps.] 


^ * Had  not  McCall  maintained  his  position  on  New  Market  road,  June  30,  the 

enemy  would  have  cut  that  line  of  march  of  the  army. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

Major-  General. 


[Extract  from  report  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Clark,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Sej^mour’s  brigade.] 

Washington,  November  1,  1862. 

General  George  A.  McCall: 

General:  * * ^ My  attention  having  been  called  by  you  to  General  Hooker’s 

rej)ort  of  the  battle  of  Glendale,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

* * ^ With  the  exception  of  a portion  of  one  regiment  on  the  left,  the  officers 

and  men  of  the  brigade  behaved  well  and  fought  bravely,  and  stood  their  ground  for 
three  hours  against  superior  numbers  and  one  of  the  most  vigorous  attacks  made  by 
the  enemy  in  any  of  the  engagements  in  front  of  Richmond.  Part  of  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment was  posted  in  advance  by  General  Seymour.  The  attack  in  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  on  this  point  was  in  force  and  impetuous — not  to  be  withstood — and 
these  men  were  routed  and  fell  back  hastily,  and  may  have  continued  the  retreat  to 
Hooker’s  command.  All  the  other  regiments,  as  far  as  I know,  behaved  nobly;  those 
of  the  left,  under  General  Seymour,  I know  did.  Had  the  whole  division  been  routed, 
as  stated  by  General  Hooker,  the  fight  could  not  have  been  continued  as  it  was  or 
the  field  have  been  held  until  sundown  by  you.  * * ^ 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  CLARK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Extract  from  the  report  of  Col.  Boy  Stone,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

late  major  First  Rifles.] 

Washington,  November  3,  1862. 

General  George  A.  McCall: 

General  : * * * My  regiment  (First  Rifles)  was  not  actively  engaged  June  30 
until  after  the  brilliant  and  successful  charge  made  by  several  regiments  on  the  left, 
driving  back  the  enemy’s  advanced  battery,  routing  its  infantry  supports,  and  cap- 
turing a large  number  of  prisoners.  These  regiments,  whose  ranks  were  necessarily 
somewhat  broken  by  the  very  impetuosity  of  their  charge,  but  especially  by  the 
detachments  required  to  bring  in  their  prisoners,  were  ordered  to  reform  in  front  of 
the  farm-house,  and  I was  sent  to  the  left  by  yon  to  support  this  formation.  The 
enemy,  however,  pushed  a solid  column  of  overwhelming  numbers  out  of  the  woods  to 
the  left  and  front,  compelling  our  men  in  turn  to  retire. 

The  advance  of  the  enemy  might  have  been  checked  by  the  Dutch  battery  belonging 
to  General  Porter,  but  it  was  deserted  by  its  gunners  at  the  first  appearance  of  its 
enemy.  Sonie  men  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  were  cut  off  from  their  companions 
by  the  enemy’s  raj)id  advance  and  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  left.  These  were 
]>robably  the  men  who  reaehed  Hooker’s  line.  Meantime  the  enemy,  turning  to  the 
left  (their  left)  were  repulsed  by  your  center  (not  by  Kearny,  as  (leueral  Hooker 
states) . 
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About  sunset  I was  ordered  to  tbe  right,  and  I can  bear  testimony  that  tbe  ground 
held  by  the  center  of  your  division  when  the  battle  opened  was  held  by  your  troops 
in  the  face  of  a large  force  of  the  enemy  long  after  dark. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROY  STONE, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  forty -ninili  Begt.  Pa.  Vols.,  late  Major  First  Rifles. 


[Extract  from  the  report  of  Capt.  J.  Cuthbertson,  commanding  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (tempo- 
rarily).! 

Washington,  Noveniber  4,  1862. 

General  George  A.  McCall: 

General  : * * * This  regiment  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  of  June 

30  placed  in  support  of  Cooper’s  battery.  The  enemy  consumed  a couple  of  hours  in 
a number  of  ineffectual  attempts  to  take  this  battery,  several  times  charging  up  within 
a few  yards  of  the  guns,  but  each  time  driven  back  with  great  slaughter. 

About  6 o’clock  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  left,  the  enemy  apparently  making 
headway  there,  leaving  other  troops  to  support  the  battery.  When  the  enemy  on  the 
left  was  repulsed  we  were  moved  to  the  rear  of  Cooper’s  battery,  which  had  just  been 
taken  by  the  enemy. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  retake  the  battery,  and  the  men  advanced,  cheering 
lustily,  to  tbe  attack,  although  it  was  in  possession  of  a superior  force  and  was  de- 
fended with  great  vigor.  A hand-to-hand  struggle  ensued ; muskets  were  clubbed 
and  bayonets  were  used ; the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  guns,  fleeing  in  great  con- 
fusion, our  men  after  them  to  the  road.  Here  our  men  were  with  difhculty  halted,  I 
having  to  catch  hold  of  the  color-bearer  to  stop  him. 

The  regiment  then  fell  back.  Soon  afterward  a body  of  the  enemy  several  times 
our  number  came  up  and  were  at  once  engaged,  our  men  behaving  with  a valor  and 
heroism  that  could  not  be  surpassed.  Though  not  over  50  yards  separated  us  and 
officers  and  men  fell  rapidly  underthe  terrible  fire,  not  a man  faltered.  In  afew  minutes 
a musket-ball  passed  through  both  my  thighs.  It  was  then  nearly  dark,  and  as  I was 
carried  off  I could  see  my  gallant  comrades  were  still  maintaining  the  unequal  contest 
with  a recklessness  of  life  that  astonishes  me  when  I now  calmly  reflect  upon  it. 

As  near  as  I can  estimate  it  was  about  fifteen  minutes  before  8 o’clock  when  I was 
wounded.  I was  the  senior  captain,  and  temporarily  in  command  of  the  regiment  at 
the  time.  This  regiment  during  this  battle  was  not  at  any  time  in  rear  of  the  line  of 
battle  adopted  by  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CUTHBERTSON, 

Senior  Captain,  Ninth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 

[From  Col.  K.  Biddle  Roberts,  commanding  First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves.] 

General  George  A.  McCall  : 

Dear  General:  * * * The  brigade  to  which  my  regiment  was  attached  June 

30  was  under  command  of  the  late  lamented  and  gallant  Col.  Seneca  G.  Simmons  and 
held  a position  near  the  center  of  your  line,  and  you  will  remember  that  soon  after 
the  action  commenced  I received  a personal  order  from  you  to  advance  the  regiment  to 
the  support  of  Kerns’  battery,  which  was  at  once  done.  From  this  position  I had  a 
view  of  portions  of  the  three  brigades  of  the  division.  We  received  two  distinct 
charges  from  the  enemy,  which  were  repulsed  successfully.  We  suffered  severely,  but 
fought  on 'to  the  close  of  the  day.  * * * 

Very  truly,  yours, 

R.  BIDDLE  ROBERTS, 
Commanding  First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Resei'ves. 


[Extract  from  report  ©f  Col.  John  H.  Taggart,  commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 

Reserves.] 

Washington,  Noveniber  18,  1862. 

General  George  A.  McCall: 

General:  * * * My  regiment  on  the  30lh  June  was  assigned  a position  by 

yourself  on  the  left  of  your  division.  Shortly  afterward  General  Seymour  made  a 
change,  posting  six  companies  in  a breastwork  of  logs  hastily  constructed  and  four 
companies  as  a support  to  two  20-pounder  guns  of  the  Dutch  battery.  At  5 p.  m.  a 
sudden  and  vigorous  attack  was  made  on  my  left  and  front.  My  men  opened  fire  on 
the  advaucing  foe,  but  the  charge  was  so  impetuous  that  after  a short  hand-to-hand 
struggle,  in  which  many  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  the  six  companies  fell  back 
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to  the  hill,  where  a new  line  was  formed,  and  a number  of  the  men  fought  side  by 
side  with  a Massachusetts  regiment,  belonging,  as  I understood,  to  General  Hooker’s 
division.  Afterward,  seeing  General  Hooker  in  the  road  alone,  I reported  to  him  the 
men  under  my  command  for  duty.  General  Hooker  replied  that  he  did  not  want  any 
more  troops,  and  directed  me  to  ride  over  to  General  Sumner  and  tell  him  to  send  no 
more  troox)S  to  his  (Hooker’s)  support,  as  he  did  not  want  them.  I delivered  this 
message  and  returned  to  General  Hooker,  who  directed  me  to  remain  with  my  com- 
mand and  report  to  my  brigade  commander.  I then  advanced  my  men  to  the  front 
again  under  tire.  I did  not  at  any  period  of  the  battle  see  any  disorganized  masses 
of  the  Reserves  break  through  General  Hooker’s  lines  nor  did  I see  any  of  our  men 
kill  or  wound  any  of  his  troops.  A number  of  our  men,  perhaps  150  or  200,  passed 
down  the  road  between  Sumner’s  and  Hooker’s  lines.  These  men  were  carrying  otf  a 
number  of  prisoners  taken  by  them  in  front. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  TAGGART, 

Late  Colonel  Tteelftli  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 

P.  S. — General  McCall  has  shown  me  the  foregoing  reports  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Clark, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Col.  Roy  Stone,  and  I concur  with  them  in  the  state- 
ments they  make  concerning  the  battle. 

JOHN  H.  TAGGART. 


[Extract  frora  report  of  Surg.  N.  F.  Marsh,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  McCall’s  division.] 


General  McCall: 


Washington,  November  25,  1862. 


General:  After  the  battle  of  the  30th  June  I remained  at  Willis’  Church  with  a 
large  number  of  our  wounded.  The  next  morning  I was  directed  by  General  Jackson 
(Stonewall)  to  report  to  General  Lee.  I found  General  Lee  in  company  with  Generals 
Longstreet,  Magruder,  and  Hill,  on  the  New  Market  road.  I addressed  General  Lee, 
and  informed  him  that  I was  a Federal  surgeon,  and  had  remained  to  care  for  our 
wounded,  and  wished  protection  and  supplies  for  our  men.  He  promised  supplies, 
and  directed  General  Longstreet  to  write  the  necessary  permit. 

At  the  time  I approached  they  were  discussing  the  battle  of  the  previous  day,  being 
then  on  the  ground.  General  Longstreet  asked  me  if  I was  present.  I replie<i  I was. 
He  asked  what  troops  were  engaged.  I replied,  I only  knew  the  division  I w'as  con- 
nected with  (McCall’s),  which  fought  just  where  we  then  were.  General  Lougstrtet 
said,  “Well,  McCall  is  safe  in  Richmond;  but  if  his  division  had  not  offered  the  stub- 
born resistance  it  did  on  this  road  we  would  have  captured  your  whole  army.  Never 
mind;  Ave  will  do  it  yet.” 

On  Thursday,  July  3,  General  Roger  A.  Pryor  came  into  the  church  (hospital),  and 
we  had  a long  conversation.  He  repeated,  in  substance,  what  Longstreet  had  said, 
and  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  “pluck  displayed  by  McCall’s  PennsyWania 
troops.” 

The  interest  I felt  in  the  Reserve  Corps  made  me  careful  to  remember  these  acknowl- 
edgments of  the  rebel  generals. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 


N.  F.  MARSH, 

Surgeon,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


[Extracts  from  report  of  Col.  Everard  Bierer,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.] 
General  George  A.  McCall: 

Dear  Sir:  * * * About  the  middle  of  July  last,  Avhile  I was  a captain  of  the 

EleA'cnth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  and  a prisoner  in  Richmond,  I was  called  on  by  Maj. 
David  M.  Whaley,  Fifth  Texas  Regiment.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  I reside.  We  were  conijAanions  in  boyhood  and  school-mates.  He  Avas 
also  knoAvn  by  Major  Johns,  of  my  regiment.  About  eleven  years  ago  he  went  to 
Texas.  He  told  me  he  had  been  in  all  the  battles  of  Richmond,  and  that  he  never  saw 
better  fighting  than  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  He  stated  that  at  the  battle 
of  Mechanicsville  the  Confederate  forces  Avere  repulsed  at  every  point,  and  that  their 
loss  Avas  very  heavy — about  2,000  in  killed  and  wounded.  He  aa’^us  astonished  when  I 
told  him  our  loss  was  only  about  200. 

Though  in  the  rebel  army.  Major  Whaley  is  a gentleman  of  high  integrity,  and  per- 
fectly reliable,  as  I believe. 

I am,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EVERARD  BIERER, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Militia. 
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The  original  letters  from  which  the  foregoing  extracts  were  made 
are  now  in  my  possession. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  McOALL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


]N^o.  155. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Sey^nour,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Third 
Division^  of  the  battles  of  Mechamcsville,  Gaines'^  Mill.,  Glendale^  or 
Belsonh  Farm  {Frazier^s  Farm).,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

IIdqrs.  Seymour^s  (late  McOall'S)  Division, 

Harrisonh  Landing.,  July  15,  1802. 
Captain  : Being  the  only  general  officer  left  with  this  division,  it 
devolves  upon  me  to  report  its  history  during  the  recent  battles,  those 
of  June  26  and  27  at  the  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  near  Mechanicsville ; at 
Gaines’  Mill  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th;  at  Charles  City  road  near 
New  Market  on  June  30,  and  at  Malvern  on  July  1: 

Early  in  June  the  division  had  been  transferred  from  the  Rappahan- 
nock to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  by  the  15th  instant  had  reached 
Dispatch  Station,  near  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  18th,  having  been 
assigned  to  Porter’s  corps,  it  moved  to  the  right  of  the  line,  near 
Meehan icsville.  The  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Reynolds,  con- 
sisted of  the  First,  Colonel  Roberts ; Fifth,  Colonel  Simmons ; Second, 
Colonel  McCandless,  and  Eighth,  Colonel  Hays,  with  a battalion  com- 
posed of  the  First  Rifles  and  of  two  companies  of  Berdan  Shar])shooters, 
under  Major  Stone.  The  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier- General  Meade,  con- 
sisted of  the  Third,  Colonel  Sickel;  Fourth,  Colonel  Magilton;  Seventh, 
Colonel  Harvey,  and  Eleventh,  Colonel  Gallagher.  The  Third  Brigade, 
Brigadier-General  Seymour,  consisted  of  the  Ninth,  Colonel  Jackson ; 
Tenth,  Colonel  Kirk,  and  Twelfth,  Colonel  Taggart,  the  Sixth,  Colonel 
Sinclair,  having  been  left  at  Tunstall’s  Station.  Four  squadrons  of  the 
P'ourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Childs,  belonged  to  the  com- 
mand. The  artillery  force,  under  Captain  De  Hart,  chief  of  artillery, 
consisted  of  his  battery,  C,  Fifth  Artillery,  six  light  12-pounders ; of 
Easton’s  battery.  A,  four  light  12-pounders ; Cooper’s  battery,  B,  six 
12-pounder  Parrotts,  and  Kerns’  battery,  G,  six  10-pounder  howitzers, 
these  three  batteries  all  of  the  Pennsylvania  Artillery. ' 

On  the  19th  the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  with  De  Hart’s  and  Coop- 
er’s batteries,  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  line  of  the  Beaver  Dam,  the 
Second  Brigade  being  held  in  reserve  near  Gaines’,  about  2 miles  to  the 
rear.  The  position  can  best  be  understood  by  reference  to  the  diagrams 
that  accompany  this  report.*  The  Beaver  Dam  is  a stream  of  small  size, 
and  would  everywhere  be  passable  but  for  its  marshy  edges,  and,  in  its 
lower  course,  for  a mill-race  and  deep  ditches.  The  banks,  which  are 
abrupt,  are  covered  with  thick  brush  and  woods,  behind  which  extend 
broad  fields.  On  the  Mechanicsville  side  the  crest  of  the  slope  some- 
what commands,  with  artillery  especially,  the  eastern  side,  occupied  by 
our  troops.  From  the  village,  which  is  on  the  main  route  from  Rich- 
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moud  northward,  roads  diverge  to  Meadow  Bridge,  Hanover  Court- 
House,  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  along  tlie  Chickahoniiny,  these  two  last 
intersecting  the  position  on  the  Beaver  Dam. 

The  approach  of  the  rebel  forces  was  announced  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th.  Mechaiiicsville  was  then  occupied  hy  the  Fifth,  Colonel 
Simmons.  A few  companies  of  the  First  Bides,  Major  Stone,  were 
on  i)icket  duty  near  Meadow  Bridge,  and  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Farnsworth,  patrolled  the  roads  toward  Hanover  Court-House 
for  several  miles.  It  was  by  this  last  route  that  the  enemy  first  came 
down,  but  soon  after  heavy  columns  crossed  at  Meadow  Bridge  and 
above.  The  Bucktails  made  resistance,  and  one  company,  Captain 
Irvin,  holding  ground  too  eagerly,  was  surrounded  and  fell  into  the 
enemy’s  hands. 

From  the  Chickahominy  northward  the  line  of  battle  was  as  follows: 
Twelfth,  Tenth,  Eighth,  Fifth,  Bucktails  and  Sharpshooters,  Second 
and  First.  The  Ninth  was  in  reserve  on  the  left ; the  Fourth  on  the 
right.  The  immediate  crossing  at  Ellison’s  Mill  was  held  by  the  Twelfth, 
Colonel  Taggart,  supported  by  a section  of  Cooper’s  battery,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Fullerton,  and  still  farther  on  a section  of  Smead’s  battery.  Fifth 
Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Van  Eeed,  and  Easton’s  battery  (all  light 
12-pounders)  swept  the  road  in  advance  of  the  point.  The  center  was 
occupied  by  Captain  De  Hart’s  battery  and  by  a section  of  Kerns’ 
battery,  while  the  right  road  was  held  by  the  Fifth  and  Bucktails  with 
the  right  section  of  Smead’s  battery  and  the  remaining  four  guns  of 
Cooper.  The  remaining  four  guns  of  Kerns’  were  on  the  extreme  right. 
Martindale’s  and  Griffin’s  brigades  came  up  after  the  engagement  com- 
menced and  deployed  upon  our  right  toward  Shady  Grove,  where  the 
ground  was  open  and  our  position  might  have  been  turned. 

As  the  rebels  came  down  in  great  force  and  commenced  crossing  the 
plateau  in  front  of  our  line  the  artillery  oi)ened  upon  them  with  excel- 
lent i)ractice.  Lieutenant  Van  Beed  smote  the  head  of  one  column  so 
sharidy  with  shot  and  shell  that  it  broke  and  lied.  The  ground  imme- 
diately in  front  was  soon  occupied  by  skirmishers.  Artillery  came  up 
rapidl}^,  and  about  4 o’clock  the  engagement  became  general  along  the 
line.  The  brunt  of  the  action  was  borne  by  those  regiments  that  were 
Highest  the  crossings.  From  rifle  pits  and  parapets  (previously  pre- 
l)ared  at  these  points)  a close  fire  was  kept  up,  under  which  column 
after  column,  advancing  by  the  two  roads,  and  endeavoring  to  force  a 
])assage,  melted  away  or  retired.  On  our  right  the  Second,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McCandless,  held  a ford  against  sujierior  numbers,  experi- 
encing (considerable  loss,  but  gallantly  ix^pulsing  every  attempt  of  the 
enemy,  and  here  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  four  comiianies  of  the 
Fourteenth  New  York  (Griflin’s  brigade)  were  engaged  and  rendered 
important  service. 

About  sunset  the  left  of  our  line,  being  threatened,  was  re-enforced  by 
a i)oition  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  by  Edwards’  battery.  Third  U.  S. 
Artillery,  of  six  3-inch  rifles.  As  night  fell  the  fire  slackened,  but  not 
until  after  dark  did  it  cease  entirely,  and  both  sides  laid  upon  theic 
arms.  Through  the  night  the  cries  of  wounded  and  suffering  rebels 
came  jdainly  to  our  ears  and  attested  the  vigor  of  our  defense. 

Soon  after  midnight  orders,  in  pursuance  with  the  commands  of  the 
general-in-(cliief,  were  received  to  withdraw.  This  ditficult  movement 
wa.s  executed  on  the  right  by  General  Beynolds,  the  Bucktails,  under 
Majjor  Stone,  being  the  rear  guard,  and  on  the  left,  under  my  super- 
vision, by  the  Ninth,  Colonel  Jackson.  In  the  early  morning,  as  soon 
as  objects  were  visible,  a sharp  fire  recommenced  on  both  sides,  under 
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wliicii  tlie  Niiitli  relieved  the  Twelfth  from  their  rifle  pits.  The  with- 
drawal was  effected  without  loss.  So  stem  aud  appareutly  uuexpected 
had  beeu  the  resistauee  made  that  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  follow 
for  some  time.  The  entire  division  fell  back  to  Gaines’  Mill,  some  4 
miles  distant,  where  it  was  formed  as  a reserve  to  the  line  of  battle, 
composed  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps. 

But  slight  loss  was  experienced  in  this  engagement.  The  shelter 
that  had  been  ])re])ared  and  the  clearing  of  the  ground  in  front  gave 
our  inferior  forces  advantages  that  were  fully  improved  and  that  cost 
the  enemy  very  dearly. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Beynolds  I may  say  that  much  of  the 
credit  of  this  day  belongs  justly  to  him;  his  study  of  the  ground  and 
ample  jireparations,  even  to  the  smallest  detail,  justify  his  high  reputa- 
tion as  a soldier,  and  his  conduct  of  the  right  wing  is  worthy  of  all 
praise.  General  Meade  came  up  with  his  brigade,  and  by  his  advice, 
as  well  as  by  the  presence  and  aid  of  his  command,  was  of  most  valu- 
able service. 

Major  Stone,  with  rare  intelligence,  prepared  his  position,  and  fought 
it  like  a true  soldier  to  the  end  ; and  to  Colonel  Simmons,  since  dead, 
the  same  praise  is  due.  Colonel  Taggart,  of  the  Twelfth,  deserves 
praise  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  his  regiment,  which  held  on 
the  left  the  crossing  at  Ellison’s  Mill  with  the  greatest  tenacity,  re- 
pelling several  assaults.  Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  Is'^inth,  deserves  good 
mention  for  the  skill  with  which  he  relieved  the  Twelfth,  withdrew 
himself  from  battle,  and  covered  the  movement  to  Gaines’  Mill.  Col. 
Biddle  B.  Koberts,  on  the  right,  rendered  excellent  service,  as  did  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  McCandless,  preventing  that  part  of  the  line  from  being 
tbreed. 

To  the  artillery  arm  belongs  also  much  credit.  Captain  Easton,  since 
dead,  repeated  his  glorious  conduct  of  Dranesville,  directing  his  guns 
with  great  effect.  Lieutenant  Van  Beed,  of  Captain  Sinead’s  battery, 
conducted  the  fire  of  his  section  admirably.  Lieutenant  Fullerton,  on 
the  left,  with  the  Twelfth  did  excellent  service.  I hear  the  highest 
praises  of  Captain  De  Hart  and  his  battery  of  Captain  Smead,  of 
Cooper,  and  of  Kerns.  Their  batteries  were  well  handled,  and  their 
close  and  rapid  fire  must  have  inflicted  severe  loss  upon  the  masses  of 
the  enemy’s  troops  as  they  crossed  the  gentle  slopes  before  our  line. 

Men  never  behaved  better ; to  their  constancy  and  courage,  after  all, 
the  good  stand  made  against  a greatly  superior  force  is  due,  and  Penn- 
sylvania may  forever  be  proud  of  the  memories  connected  with  the 
deeds  of  her  sons  at  Mechanicsville. 

BATTLE  or  THE  CHICKAHOMINY  [GAINES’  MILL]. 

The  several  brigades  of  the  division  arriving  successively  upon  the 
ground  selected  for  the  next  point  of  resistance  near  Gaines’  Mill  were 
formed  as  a reserve  to  Morell’s  and  Sykes’  divisions,  already  posted  in 
battle  order.  The  contest  here  may  be  described  briefly  as  a struggle 
for  the  mastery  of  a body  of  woods  on  our  front  and  left,  the  possession 
of  which  gave  control  of  tlie  oi)en  ground  in  our  rear,  over  which  passed 
the  roads  to  the  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy  by  which  we  must  b(‘. 
supported  or  retire.  Morell’s  division  occupied  these  woods ; Sykes’ 
ground  comparati^^ely  open  to  tlie  right.  This  division  was  in  rear  of 
the  woods  in  reserve,  Beynolds’  brigade  on  the  right,  Meade’s  on  tbe 
left,  Seymour’s  as  a reserve  to  the  division  in  rear  of  it.  Cooper’s  bat- 
tery was  on  the  right,  overlooking  open  ground  toward  Cold  Harbor, 
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aud  the  batteries  of  De  Hart,  Eastou,  and  Kerns  on  the  left,  sweeping 
from  commanding  ridges  the  space  between  the  woods  and  the  Ohicka- 
homiuy.  The  cavalry  covered  the  main  bridge  still  farther  to  the  rear. 

The  engagement  commenced  fiercely  about  3 o’clock,  and  such  over- 
powering numbers  were  brought  into  action  by  the  enemy  that  it  was 
soon  necessary  to  send  forward  this  division  in  support  of  the  line 
already  engaged.  Eegiment  after  regiment  advanced,  relieved  regi- 
ments in  iTont,  in  turn  withstood,  checked,  repelled,  or  drove  the 
enemy,  and  retired,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  to  breathe  a 
few  moments,  to  fill  their  cartridge  boxes,  again  to  return  to  the  con- 
tested woods.  Some  of  these  regiments  stood  for  four  hours,  scarcely 
changing  position,  yielding  to  no  odds,  and  to  no  diminution  of  their 
own  numbers.  At  times  parts  of  the  line  would  be  driven  from  its 
ground,  but  only  to  receive  aid  and  to  drive  the  enemy  in  his  turn. 
The  woods  were  strewn  with  the  heroic  dead  of  both  sides,  and  multi- 
tudes of  wounded  and  dying  painfully  sought  every  hollow  affording 
even  momentary  shelter  from  the  incessant  and  pitiless  fire. 

Through  such  scenes,  upon  such  ground,  the  Reserve  Corps  princi- 
pally enacted  its  part.  Several  regiments  were  detached  from  their 
brigades  to  the  support  of  distant  points.  Ko  brigade  went  into  aetion 
entire,  and  it  is  difficult  to  describe  connectedly  the  movements  of  any 
one  command.  Of  the  First  Brigade  the  Second  Regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McCandless,  was  detached  to  the  left,  in  support  of  General 
MorelPs  line.  The  Bucktails,  First,  Fifth,  and  Eighth,  went  in  to  re- 
lieve the  left  of  Sykes’  division  and  the  right  of  Morell’s.  They  held 
their  ground  well  and  stood  fast,  even  after  four  hours’  work  had  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition.  The  First  only  was  relieved,  retired,  and 
after  some  rest  subsequently  advanced  a second  time.  The  Eighth, 
posted  in  support  of  two  batteries  of  Sykes’  division,  was  advanced  to 
relieve  the  Second  IJ.  S.  Infantry,  where  it  gallantly  repulsed  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  in  force. 

In  the  Second  Brigade  the  Fourth  and  Third  Regiments  were  also 
ordered  forward  to  support  the  main  line  of  battle,  and  the  Fourth  re- 
lieved Warren’s  Zouaves,  the  Third  the  Fourth  Michigan.  These  both 
did  manly  service.  The  Fourth  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  some  time, 
but  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  Ninth,  of  Seymour’s  brigade,  came 
to  its  relief.  It  reformed  and  again  returned  to  support  the  Third,  still 
farther  to  the  left,  was  finally  overpowered,  and  fell  back  in  good  order. 
The  Third,  Colonel  Sickel,  was  engaged  for  two  hours,  losing  many 
men.  The  Eleventh  had  been  ordered  to  relieve  an  exhausted  regiment 
in  front,  and  moved  into  line  through  the  woods  by  a flank  upon  the 
right  of  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  at  the  moment  when  the  left  of 
Sykes’  division  was  being  relieved.  The  enemy,  pressing  strongly,  fell 
upon  the  Eleventh,  and  finding  it  at  disadvantage  surrounded  it  and 
compelled  it  to  yield.  The  New  Jersey  shared  the  same  fate. 

The  Third  Brigade  early  in  the  day  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right 
to  sui)port  batteries,  but  the  attack  being  develojoed  more  to  the  left, 
the  Twelfth  was  left  in  support,  aud  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  moved  to  the 
rear  of  the  woods,  into  which  they  were  soon  ordered.  The  Ninth, 
Colonel  Jackson,  relieved  the  Fourth  on  the  right  of  the  woods  at  a 
moment  when  the  enemy  endeavored  to  advance.  Joined  by  parts  of 
the  Ninth  Massachusetts  and  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  it  drove  him 
back  across  a field  in  front,  thereby  exposing  itself  to  a severe  fire, 
under  which  it  fell  back.  Reforming  in  the  wood  it  returned,  but  could 
not  force  the  enemy,  whose  forces  rapidly  increased.  Again  it  fell  to 
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the  rear  and  again  advanced  with  no  better  success.  The  enemy’s 
weight  was  overpowering,  but  the  Ninth  took  one  of  his  colors  frW 
him.  Adjutant  Swearingen,  doing  his  duty  like  a brave  soldier,  was 
here  severely  wounded.  The  Tenth,  more  employed  in  support,  was 
not  so  seriously  engaged. 

Toward  evening  both  the  right  and  left  of  the  line  were  forced. 
The  enemy  came  through  in  great  numbers,  and  from  the  edge  of  the 
woods  poured  a fire  upon  the  artillery.  The  batteries  had  already 
played  an  important  part.  They  now  endeavored  to  drive  the  enemy, 
and  opened  with  rapidity  and  precision,  but  could  not  contend  success- 
fully against  the  bullets  of  the  infantry  at  this  short  range.  Captain 
Easton,  nobly  encouraging  and  cheering  his  men,  shouted  that  they 
should  never  have  his  guns  except  over  his  body.  This  gallant  gen- 
tleman fell,  and  his  battery  was  lost  with  him.  First  Lieut.  William 
Stitt,  of  this  battery,  was  severely  wounded  here.  The  horse  of  Lieut. 
J.  L.  Detrich  was  shot  under  him.  Both  behaved  with  courage  and 
coolness.  Oapt.  Mark  Kerns  was  wounded  early  in  the  battle,  but  in 
spite  of  the  iujurj^  kept  the  field,  and  when  the  enemy  came  down  thickly 
upon  his  battery  loaded  and  fired  the  last  shots  himself  and  brought 
four  of  the  guns  off  the  field. 

Captain  De  Hart’s  battery  did  its  best  service,  keeping  its  ground 
and  delivering  its  fire  steadily  against  the  advancing  enemy.  Captain 
De  Hart  was  wounded  here.  Officers  and  men  all  displayed  the  greatest 
gallantry,  but  no  efforts  could  repel  the  rush  of  a now  successful  foe, 
under  whose  fire  rider  and  horse  went  down  and  guns  lay  immovable 
upon  the  field. 

Sometime  here,  during  the  confusion  incident  to  relieving  regiments, 
&c..  General  Beynolds  was  taken,  with  Captain  Kingsbury,  his  assist- 
ant adjutant-general.  No  greater  loss  befell  the  division  on  this  or 
any  subsequent  day. 

Supports  came  up  about  this  time.  The  cavalry  came  forward,  and 
the  division  fell  back  a few  hundred  yards  to  reform  and  to  pass  the 
night.  Still  later,  in  conformity  to  original  plans,  it  withdrew  with  the 
rest  of  the  army  across  the  Chickahominy. 

BATTLE  OF  NEW  MARKET  CROSS-ROADS  [GLENDALE,  NELSON’S  FARM, 

OR  FRAZIER’S  FARM]. 

On  the  morning  of  June  30  McCall’s  division  halted  on  the  New 
Market  road  just  in  advance  of  where  a by-road  turns  off  toward 
Quaker  Church.  The  remainder  of  the  corps  (Morell’s  and  Sykes’)  had 
already  passed  on  toward  the  James  River.  Exhausted  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  previous  three  days  of  fighting  and  nights  of  marching,  men  and 
officers  courted  this  short  rest  with  delight  and  reposed  in  fancied 
security.  The  order  to  follow  the  mass  of  the  corps  was  momentarily 
expected  by  the  men,  and  no  dispositions  w^ere  made  to  meet  an  attack, 
until  General  Meade  and  myself,  riding  to  the  front,  found  only  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  unsupported  by  a single  infantry  soldier,  inter- 
posing between  the  division  and  the  enemy,  whose  pickets  were  close 
at  hand.  Reporting  this  to  General  McCall,  the  First  Regiment,  Col- 
onel Roberts,  and  the  Third,  Colonel  Sickel,  w^ere  immediately  ordered 
to  the  front  on  outpost  duty,  and  the  division  was  soon  after  iiosted  in 
order  of  battle.  The  line  was  formed  periiendiculaiiy  to  the  New 
Market  road,  two  batteries,  Randol’s  First  and  Thompson’s  Second 
U.  S.  Artillery,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  on  the  left  Amsden,  with 
four  of  Kerns’  guns,  Cooper’s  battery,  and  Captains  Piederichs  and 
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Kuieriem  with  two  four-gun  batteries  of  20-pounder  Parrotts.  They 
were  siipj^orted  by  a line  of  infantry  in  rear,  and  this  line  was  strength- 
ened by  reserves  deployed  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  along  the  by-road 
alluded  to  above. 

The  Second  Brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  main  road,  the  Third  on 
the  left,  the  First  in  reserve.  The  Fourth  Cavalry  was  close  in  rear  of 
the  left  of  the  line.  The  division  was  scarcely  formed  before  the  attack 
commenced  by  a distant  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  left,  and  attracted,  doubtless,  by  a few  discharges  from  the  20- 
pounder  Parrotts.  It  was  borne  with  perfect  coolness  and  steadiness. 
The  advanced  pickets  of  the  First  and  Third  were  rapidly  driven  back 
by  a force  of  skirmishers  upon  the  main  body,  which  at  short  range  de- 
livered a deliberate  fire  upon  the  advancing  foe,  cutting  to  pieces  a regi-  . 
ment  supposed  to  be  the  FTinth  Virginia,  and  taking  from  it  a number 
of  prisoners.  The  position  of  the  Third  interfering  with  the  range  of 
our  artillery,  which  now  began  to  open,  it  fell  back,  and  being  unfbrtu- 
nately  fired  upon  by  our  own  men,  retired  in  some  confusion,  and  re- 
formed only  late  in  the  day. 

On  the  extreme  left  a small  log  farm-house  (Whitlock’s)  had  hastily 
been  ])re])ared  for  defense  by  piling  rails  and  logs  so  as  to  shelter  a 
l)art  of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment,  and  from  which,  supported  as  it  was  by 
other  troops,  it  should  never  have  been  driven.  A fire  from  skir- 
mishers. added  to  that  of  the  distant  artillery,  drove  these  men,  how- 
ever, early  in  the  action,  and  with  very  weak  resistance,  from  their 
posts,  and  lost  to  us  a very  important  point.  The  Fifth  and  a part  of  the 
Tenth  and  the  small  remnant  of  the  First  Eifles  gallantly  and  success- 
fully for  a time  stemmed  the  overwhelming  tide.  The  Tenth,  driving 
the  enemy  back  by  a brilliant  charge,  took  some  60  prisoners  from  the 

xAlabama  and  Georgia  Eegiments  ; but  the  success  was 

only  momentary.  The  force  thrown  upon  us  was  too  great  to  be  long 
withstood. 

Many  a noble  soldier  laid  down  his  life  in  holding  this  ground.  Here 
fell  Colonel  Simmons,  of  the  Fifth,  commanding  the  First  Brigade, 
closing  a long  line  of  honorable  service  by  a glorious  act  of  devotion 
to  duty.  Here  Captain  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  General 
McCall,  gave  his  life  to  his  country,  and  no  man  more  brave  nor  more 
esteemed  fell  this  day.  Capt.  Philip  Holland,  of  the  First  Eifles,  an 
excellent  and  noble-minded  young  man;  Adjutant  Gaither,  of  the 
Tenth,  of  high  promise  as  a man  and  a soldier,  and  not  a few  other 
officers  and  many  men,  in  endeavoring  to  stay  the  rush  of  the  enemy, 
yielded  up  their  lives. 

Immediately  upon  the  enemy  presenting  himself  the  batteries  opened 
along  the  entire  line,  but  at  a great  disadvantage,  so  close  could  the 
enemy  advance  under  cover.  On  the  left,  no  sooner  were  the  Parrott 
guns  subjected  to  the  fire  of  musketry  than  they  were  limbered  up  and 
withdrawn,  causing  much  confusion.  The  cavalry,  crowded  into  a 
narrow  ravine  and  shaken  bj^  the  disorder,  soon  followed.  It  formed 
farther  to  the  rear,  but  found  no  good  opportunity  to  be  of  service  on 
the  field.  Cooi)er’s  guns  were  finally  taken  from  him  after  mauj^  of 
his  officers  and  men  had  been  disabled.  Lieutenants  Danforth  and 
Cadwallader  both  died  at  their  posts.  Veterans  could  have  done  no 
more.  The  Ninth,  Colonel  Jackson,  retook  these  pieces  by  a success- 
ful charge,  and  drove  the  enemy  well  back,  but  in  so  doing  drew  a 
heavy  fire  from  his  right  that  compelled  his  return.  Amsden  stood 
fast,  doing  excellent  service  until  his  ammunition  was  exhausted^  then 
withdrew. 
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On  the  right  of  the  road  General  Meade  met  a severe  attack,  but  the 
capacity  of  Randol’s  and  Thompson’s  batteries  (all  light  12-poiinders) 
for  canister  gave  another  aspect  to  the  fight.  The  enemy  was  repeat- 
edly driven  back  with  great  loss,  yelb  from  the  woods  in  front  of  Randol 
a fire  was  sustained  that  first  weakened,  then  destroyed  his  efiect.  A 
force  came  down  to  take  his  gnus,  but  Colonel  Magilton  (Fourth),  keep- 
ing his  men  well  to  the  ground  until  close  at  hand,  met  it  with  perfect 
success  ; followed  with  the  bayonet ; gave  and  received  many  wounds;, 
recaptured  Lieut.  E.  B.  Hill,  of  the  battery,  who,  after  much  gallantry, 
was  already  a prisouer,  wounded,  and  returned  gloriously  to  his  position 
with  three  secession  flags  in  proof  of  the  obstinate  courage  of  both 
])arties.  The  Seventh,  by  similar  conduct,  added  to  the  success  of  the 
resistance.  It  also  charged  gallantly  with  the  bayonet.  All  its  color 
guard  being  killed  or  wounded,  Oapt.  R.  AI.  Henderson  seized  the 
standard  and  bore  it  oft*  the  field,  when  by  main  strength  the  enemy 
coin])elled  the  regiment  to  withdraw.  The  chief  credit  of  the  stand 
here  made  may,  however,  be  ascribed  to  the  tenacious  skill  with  w^hich 
Captain  Thompson  handled  his  pieces. 

About  this  time  General  Meade  was  severely  wounded  and  compelled 
to  retire,  and  the  services  of  an  able  officer  were  lost  to  the  command. 
But  along  the  line  generally  the  sturdiest  efibrts  of  officers  and  men 
could  not  have  resisted  unaided  the  impulse  and  force  of  this  actack, 
and  although  but  little  ground  was  lost,  it  w^as  evident  that  the  enemy 
w'as  gaining.  Happily  a part  of  Richardson’s  division  came  to  our 
relief,  and  wfiien  night  fell  and  the  battle  ceased  but  trifling,  if  any, 
advantage  had  been  conquered. 

The  parts  of  regiments  that  had  most  sufl'erecl  aiid  had  fallen  to  the 
rear  were  reformed  successfully  by  the  exertions  of  several  field  and 
staff  ofiicers  (Lieutenant  Collamer,  Alaj.  Roy  Stone,  Capt.  Chandler 
Hall,  Captain  Henderson,  and  Lieutenant  Lamborn,  with  others)  and 
moved  to  the  front  in  support  of  those  still  on  the  field.  While  pass- 
ing forward  by  the  main  road,  led  by  General  AIcCall  in  person  and 
somewhat  in  advance  and  in  company  of  Major  Stone,  they  came  sud- 
denly u])on  the  head  of  a body  of  rebels  who  demanded  their  surrender. 
Alajor  Stone  escaped  with  a slight  hurt  from  a volley  fired  upon  him, 
but  General  McCall  fell  into  their  hands.  The  presence  of  our  men 
staid  the  enemy’s  farther  advance. 

The  object  of  the  enemy  was  doubtless  to  divide  our  forces  by  a 
strong  attack  upon  the  center  of  our  line  and  to  seize  the  roads  by 
which  the  army  w^as  changing  its  base.  Several  divisions,  so  prisoners 
state,  fell  upon  the  Reserve  Corps.  The  enemy  did  not  gain  his  object, 
and  in  the  night  the  division  continued  its  march  to  Aialvern. 

In  the  battle  of  July  1 the  command  w^as  held  in  reserve,  and  so 
completely  successful  was  our  main  body  that  no  occasion  offered  for 
it  to  take  a direct  part  in  the  engagement. 

It  remains  only  to  name  some  of  the  many  eminently  worthy  of 
mention.  Of  the  staff  officers  of  Generals  AIcCall,  Reynolds,  and 
Aleade  all  cannot  be  named,  though  all  deserve  noble  prominence,  for 
some  w^ere  killed  and  some  were  wmunded  in  the  discharge  of  their 
important  and  perilous  duties.  Among  these  w'as  Lieut.  J.  H.  Kuhn, 
a young  man  of  many  friends  and  of  great  promise.  Lieut.  W.  N. 
Watmough  (wounded)  was  one  of  this  class.  Capt.  Chandler  Hall  and 
Lieut.  E.  Beatty  (wounded)  wm^e  noted  by  many  for  their  active  and 
energetic  conduct  on  the  field.  Lieut.  C.  B.  Lamborn,  in  rallying  men 
and  in  many  other  ways,  behaved  gallantly  and  efficiently  in  all  these 
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eugagemeuts,  and  after  General  Keynolds  was  taken  attached  himself 
to  General  Meade  tor  further  duty. 

My  own  stah’,  Capt.  J.  0.  Clark,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuts. 
G.  il.  Bemus  and  0.  N.  Jackson,  aides,  rendered  me  laborious  and 
faithful  service  through  the  battles,  as  did  my  quartermaster,  Capt.  C. 
E.  Buss.  My  commissary,  Capt.  J.  M.  Tillepaugh,  left  his  wagons  and 
rendered  at  the  hospital  the  greatest  service  to  our  wounded. 

Of  the  surgeons  I cannot  speak  with  sufficient  praise.  Drs.  A.  E. 
Stocker,  E.  D.  Dailey,  and  J.  King,  the  brigade  surgeons,  were  untiring 
and  unremitting  in  their  care  and  attention  to  the  wounded,  as  were 
also  the  regimental  surgeons,  with  scarcely  an  exception.  Drs.  J. 
Collins  (Third),  J.  De  Benneville  (Eleventh),  K.  E.  Marsh  (Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry),  and  E.  Donnelly  (Second)  voluntarily  remained 
with  tiie  wounded  on  the  field,  and  submitted  to  the  distress  of  capture 
and  imprisonment  in  order  to  devote  themselves  to  the  relief  of  the 
suffering. 

The  chaplains  devoted  themselves  to  the  wounded,  and  deserve  every 
encomium  for  the  services  they  performed. 

Many  of  the  deserving  field  officers  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  my  report.  Capt.  L.  Wister  and  Quartermaster  H.  W.  Pat- 
ton, of  the  First  Eifies  (Bucktails),  are  highly  praised  for  efficient  and 
gallant  service.  Maj.  Eoy  Stone  deserves  the  highest  praise  on  all 
occasions.  He  relates  that  John  Doyle,  a private  of  Easton’s  battery, 
after  the  guns  were  lost,  went  to  his  command  and,  among  the  fore- 
most, performed  manly  duty.  Col.  E.  B.  Eoberts  and  Lieut.  Col.  H. 
M.  Mclntire,  of  the  First,  both  gave  proof  of  being  brave  and  accom- 
plished officers.  The  latter  was  severely  wounded  on  the  30th  and  left 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy.  Maj.  G.  A.  Woodward,  of  the  Second,  is 
praised  for  general  good  conduct ; also  Capt.  H.  Neide — both  wounded 
severely.  Col.  H.  G.  Sickel  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Thompson,  of  the 
Third,  are  among  the  most  deserving  for  continued  good  conduct.  Maj. 
E.  H.  Woolworth  and  Capt.  T.  F.  B.  Taijper,  of  the  Fourth,  showed 
especial  bravery.  Adjt  A.  G.  Mason,  of  the  Fifth,  was  wounded  by  a 
piece  of  shell,  stunned,  and  compelled  to  withdraw ; returned  to  the 
front  and  remained  with  his  regiment.  Lieut.  W.  Eiddle,  of  the  Fifth, 
was  severely  wounded  on  the  26th  in  the  head  and  arm,  but  refused  to 
leave  his  regiment;  went  into  the  following  engagements,  and  was 
again  wounded  and  a i)risoner  on  the  30th.  Lieut.  H.  P.  Petrikiii 
deserves  honorable  notice.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Bolinger,  of  the  Seventh, 
behaved  with  great  courage  and  judgment.  Capt.  E.  M.  Henderson 
has  already  been  mentioned.  Maj.  S.  M.  Baily,  of  the  Eighth,  Capts. 
E.  E.  Johnson,  A.  Wishart,  and  G.  S.  Gallupe  are  much  i)raised  by  their 
colonel.  To  the  cool  and  gallant  conduct  of  Col.  C.  F.  Jackson,  of  the 
Kinth,  I was  often  witness,  as  well  as  that  of  Adjt.  T.  B.  Swearingen,  who 
deserves  high  praise.  In  the  Tenth,  besides  Col.  J.  T.  Kirk,  Lieut.  Col. 
A.  J.  Warner  was  distinguished  for  intelligence  and  courage  under  all 
circumstances.  Private  E.  E.  Douglass,  of  Company  A,  recaptured  a 
stand  of  American  colors  on  the  30th  and  brought  tliem  ofi*  the  field. 
Maj.  P.  Baldy,  of  the  Twelfth,  behaved  excellently.  Adjt.  T.  McMur- 
trie  was  noted  for  special  coolness  and  good  conduct  under  fire. 

Tlie  artillery,  to  Avhich  so  much  is  due  in  these  battles,  behaved  with 
great  spirit  and  courage  at  all  times.  All  the  battery  commanders  on 
the  Beaver  Dam  field  on  the  26th  (J.  E.  Smead,  H.  Y.  De  Hart,  J.  H. 
Cooi)er,  11.  Easton,  and  M.  Kerns)  played  their  i)art  gallantly  and  with 
skill,  as  they  did  also  on  the  27th,  and  for  their  excellent  conduct  sub- 
.sequently  the  previous  i)ages  of  this  report  must  be  consulted. 
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To  the  commatider  of  the  cavalry  of  the  division,  Col.  J.  H.  Childs, 
Fourth  Pennsylvania,  much  is  due  for  the  faithfulness  and  prompti- 
tude with  which  the  duties  were  i3erformed  that  fell  to  his  arm  of  the 
service 

Many  officers  and  men  are  deserving  of  great  honor  and  of  the 
widest  mention  whose  names  have  not  yet  been  submitted  officially. 
Instances  of  heroic  courage  and  devotion,  modestly  hidden,  are  daily 
being  ascertained,  that  must  form  the  substance  of  another  and  more 
detailed  report. 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  SEYMOUR, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 

Capt.  Feed.  T.  Locke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps. 


No.  156. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Childs,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  bat- 
tles of  Meehanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Glendale,  or  Felson’s  Farm- 

{Frazier^s  Farm). 

Headquarters  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

July  6,  1862. 

Captain  : In  pursuance  of  orders  from  division  headquarters  I beg 
to  report  the  position  and  movements  of  my  regiment  in  the  late 
battles : 

Tliursday,  June  26,  at  about  8 o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  first  squad- 
ron, composed  of  Companies  E and  F,  was  ordered  to  Meehanicsville, 
where  they  arrived  about  9.  When  the  pickets  were  driven  in,  about 
12  o’clock,  the3^  were  deployed  as  skiroiishers  on  the  several  roads  be- 
yond Meehanicsville,  and  fell  back  gradually",  exchanging  shots  with 
the  enemy  until  within  our  line  of  infantry.  At  2 p.  m.  the  regiment 
formed  line  and  waited  orders.  None  came,  and  we  bivouacked  for 
the  night  on  our  late  camp  ground,  in  rear  of  General  McCall’s  head- 
quarters. • « 

Friday,  June  27,  at  3.30  o’clock  a.  m.,  I received  an  order  from  Brig- 
adier-General Porter  to  “move  at  once  on  the  road  past  Gaines’  house, 
or  Gaines’  Mill,  to  the  bridge.”  Conducted  by  one  of  General  Porter’s 
aides,  we  formed  line  in  a valley  in  rear  of  the  house  occupied  b.y  Gen- 
eral McCall  as  headquarters  and  later  as  a hospital.  We  were  then 
joined  by  the  first  squadron,  and  remained  in  line  as  ordered,  awaiting 
orders,  until  the  stampede  among  the  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  began, 
when  my  regiment  was  formed  across  the  field,  with  orders  to  stoj)  all 
stragglers  and  compel  ambulances  and  wagons  to  move  only  at  a walk. 

Later  in  the  evening,  by  suggestion  of  General  Morell,  we  formed 
line  with  one  squadron  of  regular  cavalry,  with  the  intention  of  charg- 
ing the  rebels  on  the  left,  but  the  artillery  beginning  to  play  upon 
them  over  our  heads,  we  were  ordered  off  the  field  bj^  General  Cooke 
We  were  then  stationed  in  the  next  valley  crossing  the  road  to  the 
rear,  where  we  remained  by  order  of  General  Porter  until  a late  hour 
of  the  night,  keeping  the  trains  upon  the  road  in  order,  stopping  strag- 
glers, and  reforming  fragments  of  regiments. 

Although  I am  not  able  to  particularize  any  one,  I cannot  si)eak  too 
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highly  of  the  courage  and  discipline  evinced  by  my  officers  and  men 
When  engaged  under  fire  trying  to  subdue  a panic,  themselves  cool 
while  all  around  them  was  fear  and  excitement,  or  of  the  steadiness 
with  which  they  formed  line  under  a Very  heavj^  fire  when  ordered  to 
prepare  to  charge,  and  with  which  they  left  the  field  at  a walk  when 
ordered  to  retire. 

Monday,  June  30,  at  10  o’clock  p.  m.,  by  order  of  Captain  Biddle, 
assistant  adjutant- general  to  General  McCall,  I formed  two  squadrons 
of  my  regiment  in  a small  ravine  in  rear  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry 
Keserve  Corps  and  a battery  of  four  guns  and  one  squadron  in  the 
woods  adjoining.  My  orders,  as  far  as  I had  orders,  were  to  remain  in 
Ihe  position  in  which  I was  placed  until  a favorable  opportunity  oc- 
curred and  then  charge. 

The  position  I held  was  a very  bad  one.  The  men  were  but  partially 
sheltered,  with  no  avenue  of  retreat  until  I bridged  the  swamp  in  the 
rear  with  rails,  and  so  close  upon  the  infantry  that  the  field  officers  in 
the  rear  of  the  regiment  were  on  a line  with  my  company  officers  in 
front  of  their  platoons. 

We  remained  in  this  position  some  time,  exposed  only  to  an  occa- 
sional shell,  when  suddenly  a very  lieavy  fire  of  infantry  opened  upon 
us.  The  battery  limbered  up  to  leave  and  the  infantry  began  to  show 
signs  of  disorder.  My  men  were  dismounted  and  lying  on  the  ground, 
by  my  order,  to  escape  the  musketry,  which  was  i30uring  over  us  ap- 
l)arently  from  two  directions.  I immediately  ordered  them  to  mount, 
but  before  many  of  them  could  get  into  the  saddle  the  Twelfth  Eegi- 
ment  broke  in  a most  disorderly  manner,  without  firing  a shot  at  the 
enemy,  and  falling  back  upon  the  ranks  of  my  men  frightened  the  horses 
and  compelled  them  to  join  in  their  disgraceful  flight.  I readily  rallied 
the  men  a few^  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  our  former  position  and 
reformed  them  on  a neighboring  field. 

1 endeavored  fruitlessly  for  some  time  to  find  an  officer  from  whom  I 
could  obtain  instructions  or  orders,  then  being  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  locality  and  in  entire  ignorance  as  to  the  disposition  of  our 
troops.  I made  my  men  as  useful  as  possible,  stopping  stragglers, 
reforming  x^arts  of  regiments,  and  guarding  prisoners — not  a very  glo- 
rious but  possibly  a useful  service. 

I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  a list  of  our  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  CHILDS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Capt.  James  C.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


* Ko.  157. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  G.  Simpson,  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanics ville  and  Gaines’’  Mill. 

IIdqrs.  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery, 
Camp  near  Rarrison’s  Landing,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir  : I herewith  transmit  the  following  account  of  the  ox)erations  of 
Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  commanded  by  Capt.  H. 


Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  33. 
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Easton,  in  the  battles  of  Kew  Bridge  [Mechanicsville],  June  26,  and 
Gaines’  Mill,  June  27, 1862,  in  General  McCall’s  division,  Pennsylvania 
Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps: 

In  compliance  with  general  orders  from  division  headquarters  Cap- 
tain Easton  proceeded  with  his  battery  of  four  light  12-pounder  guns 
from  camp  near  New  Bridge  to  within  a half  mile  of  Mechanicsville,  and 
there  engaged  the  enemy  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  26th  of  June,  having 
received  instructions  to  plant  his  battery  in  sections  in  such  a manner 
as  to  be  effectually  supported  by  the  Eighth  and  Mnth  Eegiments  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps,  who  occupied  a position 
in  the  rifle  pits  in  front  and  on  his  right  flank  and  rear.  The  battle 
lasted  from  4 o’clock  p.  m.  until  9.30  o’clock  that  night,  when  the  firing 
ceased  on  both  sides,  and  our  army  held  possession  of  the  ground  until 
about  7 a.  m.  next  morning  (27th  instant),  when  we  fell  back,  according 
to  instructions,  in  good  order  to  a point  known  as  Gaines’  Hill,  where  a 
stand  was  made  by  our  forces.  At  this  place  the  battery  was  posted 
on  a hill  to  the  left  of  Gaines’  house,  facing  a dense  woods,  about  700 
to  800  yards  distant,  wholly  unsupported  by  infantry  or  cavalry,  await- 
ing orders,  as  the  wing  of  the  army  was  and  had  been  engaging  the  en- 
emy during  the  afternoon,  driving  him  out  of  the  position  he  held  in 
that  quarter. 

About  6 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  suddenly  appeared  in  front  and  on 
our  left  flank,  firing  heavy  volleys  of  musketry  and  charging  up  the 
hill  on  our  battery,  to  which  we  replied  with  a brisk  fire  of  shell  and 
spherical  case-shot,  but  without  avail,  as  the  dense  masses  of  the  enemy 
instantly  closed  the  gap  our  fire  made  in  their  ranks  and  appeared  to 
have  little  effect  on  them,  although  they  were  literally  mowed  down  in 
heaps. 

This  continued  for  twenty  minutes  or  a half  hour,  when  they  made 
a desperate  charge,  and  we  opened  on  them  with  double-shotted  canister, 
which  checked  them  for  a time,  but  rallying  again  in  overwhelming 
numbers  they  charged  in  on  the  battery,  driving  the  cannoneers  from 
their  posts  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  compelling  them  to  leave  their 
battery  of  four  guns  and  two  caissons  in  the  enemy’s  hands. 

A few  minutes  previous  to  this  occurrence  a body  of  cavalry  were 
sent  to  support  us,  but  after  making  a feeble  charge  were  driven  off  by 
a volley  of  the  enemy’s  musketry.  Had  the  support  consisted  of  infantry, 
the  battery  might  probably  have  been  saved. 

It  was  at  this  period  of  the  engagement  that  the  brave  Captain  Easton 
was  killed,  receiving  his  death-wound  from  a musket-ball  while  gal- 
lantly cheering  on  his  officers  and  men,  who  stood  manfully  and  unflinch- 
ingly at  their  guns.  His  last  words  were,  ^‘The  enemy  shall  never  take 
this  battery  but  over  my  dead  body,”  which  was  received  by  a corre- 
sponding reply  from  his  men  as  they  rapidly  poured  the  canister  into 
the  enemy,  when  the  fatal  shot  felled  this  soldier  and  patriot  to  the 
earth,  and  the  battery  was  lost. 

Junior  First  Lieut.  William  Stitt  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the 
left  arm  and  breast,  and  although  both  horse  and  rider  were  badly 
wounded,  he  stood  bravely  at  his  post  until  compelled  to  leave  by  the 
enemy,  barely  escaping  capture,  as  his  wounds  forced  him  to  remain 
near  the  battle-field  during  that  night. 

Second  Lieut.  J.  L.  Detrich  conducted  the  retreat  of  the  battery  in 
gallant  style,  and  conducted  himself  throughout  the  engagement  with 
great  bravery  and  coolness,  having  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
as  a last  resort  was  comi)elled  to  ride  the  wounded  horse  of  Captain 
Easton  to  save  the  remainder  of  the  command. 
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Orderly  Sergt.  Samuel  D.  Martin,  acting  as  chief  of  caissons,  con- 
ducted himself  in  a cool  and  soldierly  manner,  jiromptly  obeying  orders, 
and  rendering  every  assistance  his  arduous  duties  required  in  sending 
forward  the  requisite  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  guns  and  encour- 
aging the  men. 

Sergeants  Snider  and  Weston  were  both  wounded,  the  former  so 
badly  that  he  was  left  in  the  field  and  subsequently  captured,  while  the 
latter,  in  conjunction  with  Sergeants  Eeese  and  Cummings,  escaped  and 
returned  to  camp. 

Corporals  NTerhood  and  Hinzy  were  both  wounded,  the  bitter  in  the 
engagement  of  the  27th  instant,  firing  his  piece  when  the  enemy  were 
almost  at  the  muzzle  of  his  gun,  and  receiving  in  return  a wound  in 
the  leg  for  his  coolness  and  bravery. 

The  men  throughout  the  whole  engagements  of  the  26th  and  27th 
instant  (as  well  as  officers)  conducted  themselves  like  good  soldiers 
and  fought  bravely,  and  were  it  possible  to  mention  individual  conduct 
I should,  from  what  I have  learned,  consolidate  them  as  a body  truly 
reliable  in  any  emergency. 

In  conclusion,  I would  state  that  the  facts  contained  in  this  report 
were  obtained  from  those  connected  with  the  battery  and  who  jiartici- 
pated  in  the  two  engagements,  as  I had  just  returned  on  the  27th 
instant  from  Philadeliihia  (where  I had  been  confined  with  severe  ill- 
ness), but  too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement,  much  to  my  regret. 
I remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  SIMPSONT, 

Lieut. ^ Comdg.  Battery  M,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 

General  PiTz  John  Porteh, 

Commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Corps. 


No.  158. 

Reports  of  Capt. James  H.  Cooper,  Battery  B,  First  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'’  Mill,  and  Glendale,  *• 
or  JSfelsoti’s  Farm  {Frazier’’ s Farm). 

Being  on  picket  duty  near  Mechanicsville,  I was  ordered  at  noon  on 
Thursday,  June  26,  to  place  my  battery  in  position  by  General  Sey- 
mour.  The  right  and  center  sections,  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Dan- 
forth  and  Cadwallader  respectively,  were  placed  behind  a half-finished 
earthwork  on  the  right  of  the  village,  and  the  left  section,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Fullerton,  in  rear  of  the  village  near  the  church.  By  a 
subsequent  order  from  General  Keynolds,  the  right  and  center  sections 
were  placed  behind  an  earthwork  in  carai^  of  the  Bucktails,  and  the 
left  section  in  the  rear  of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserve 
Yolunteer  Cori)s  rifle  pits. 

At  o p.  m.  the  enemy,  consisting  of  a regiment  of  infantry,  attempted 
to  cross  the  field  in  our  front,  when  we  opened  fire  on  them,  and  caused 
them  to  retire  in  confusion  and  disorder,  when  a battery  of  rifled  guns 
opened  upon  us  from  a concealed  [)osition  on  the  right.  AVe  returned 
the  fire  with  marked  effect,  forcing  them  to  change  their  position  to  the 
left  of  tlie  field  in  our  front.  At  this  juncture  of  affairs  they  opened 
fire  Avith  a battery  of  smooth-bore  guns  from  the  woods  directly  in  our 
front,  which  did  but  little  injury,  their  shots  all  falling  short. 
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At  intervals  during  the  engagement  we  fired  canister  into  the  woods 
on  our  right  and  left,  assisting  theFirst  Eegiment  on  our  right  and  tlie 
Fifth  on  our  left  in  repelling  the  enemy,  who  were  engaging  these  regi- 
ments at  short  musketry-range. 

The  rifled  battery  continued  to  engage  us  until  8 o’clock  p.  m.,  when 
we  ceased  firing,  having  fired  800  or  900  rounds  of  sliot,  shell,  and  can- 
ister. 

Lieutenant  Fullerton,  in  command  of  the  left  section,  reports  having 
engaged  the  enemy  at  the  same  time,  repulsing  them  with  case-shot 
and  canister.  P'our  desperate  efforts  were  made  to  cross  the  bridge 
near  the  mill,  but  as  often  were  they  repulsed  and  forced  to  fall  back. 
Eespectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  H.  COOPEE, 

Captain^  Fennsylcania  Artillery^  Comdg.  Battery  B. 
Capt.  James  0.  Glaek, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Having  retired  from  Mechanicsville  as  rear  guard  of  the  division 
to  Gaines’  Hill  at  3 p.  m.,  we  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  General 
Eeynolds’  brigade  in  front  of  hospital  buildings.  Shortly  afterward 
General  Eeynolds  withdrew  the  infantry  of  his  brigade,  leaving  for 
our  support  one  regiment  of  New  York  troops.  Eemaining  in  this 
position  until  5.30  p.  m.  the  battery  on  onr  right  retired,  the  enemy 
occupying  their  position,  wlien  we  opened  fire  upon  them  and  held  them 
in  check  until  8 p.  m..  when,  our  support  falling  back,  we  retired  in  its 
rear  to  prevent  the  capture  of  onr  battery  by  a column  of  the  enemy 
who  were  charging  upon  ns.  The  effect  of  our  shot  on  the  enemy  was 
destructive. 

Eespectfully,  your  humble  servant,* 

J.  H.  COOPEE, 

Cajjtamy  Pennsylvania  Artillery^  Gomdy.  Battery  B. 

Capt.  James  C.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


The  battery  having  been  ordered  by  General  McCall  to  take  position 
in  line  of  battle  near  the  above-named  place  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  where 
we  remained  until  4.30  p.  m.,  when  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  con- 
cealed in  the  woods  to  our  front,  opened  fire  upon  us,  to  which  we  re- 
plied with  marked  effect,  as  soon  but  one  gun  replied  to  us.  During 
the  engagement  parties  of  infantry  attempted  to  cross  the  field  in  our 
front,  but  with  the  assistance  of  Battery  G,  First  Pennsylvania  Artil- 
lery, we  compelled  them  to  retire  in  disorder  and  confusion.  This  con- 
tinued about  one  and  a half  hours,  when  Battery  G was  compelled  to 
retire  for  want  of  ammunition,  and  our  infantry  support,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  companies,  retired.  The  enemy,  availing  themselves 
of  this  opportunity,  advanced  a regiment  from  a point  of  woods  in  onr 
front,  which  our  canister  failed  to  check,  although  it  did  marked  exe- 
cution. 

The  remaining  infantry  falling  back,  Ave  were  compelled  to  retire 
from  onr  guns.  The  charge  being  so  sudden  and  overpowering  it  Avas 
impossible  to  remove  them,  many  of  the  horses  being  killed  by  the  en- 
emy’s fire. 
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I hereby  desire  to  bear  testimony  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of 
both  men  and  officers  in  my  battery  during  the  three  days’  engagement 
herein  recorded. 

Eespectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  H.  COOPEE, 

Captain^  Pennsylvania  Artillery^  Comdg.  Battery  B. 

Capt.  James  0.  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  159. 

Report  of  Lieut.  FranJc  P.  Amsden^  Battery  G^  First  Pennsylvania  Light 

Artillery^  of  the  battles  of  Mechaniesville^  Gaines’’  Mill.,  and  Glendale, 

or  Nelson’s  Farm  (Frazier’s  Farm). 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya., 

July  3,  1862. 

Sir  : In  the  absence  of  Captain  Kerns  (wounded)  it  devolves  upon 
me  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  camp  near  Kew  Bridge,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  about  12  m.,  orders 
were  received  from  headquarters  of  the  division  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  on  a moment’s  notice.  Battery  moved  out  about  4 p.  m.  in  rear 
of  Captain  Easton’s  battery  and  took  the  road  toward  Mechanics ville. 
The  right  section,  under  Lieutenant  Amsdon,  was  detached  and  placed 
in  iiosition  behind  a breastwork  to  the  right  and  in  front  of  the  position 
taken  by  Captain  De  Hart’s  battery,  with  orders  to  watch  a road  lead- 
ing down  a ravine  to  a private  bridge  700  yards  to  the  left  and  front. 
Orders  to  cease  firing  were  received  from  General  Eeynolds  about  9 p. 
m.  This  section  fired  93  spherical  case  and  29  shell,  and  held  its  posi- 
tion during  the  night.  The  center  and  left  sections,  under  Captain 
Kerns,  took  iiosition  in  front  of  a private  bridge  about  half  a mile  far- 
ther up  to  the  right.  From  this  position  the  enemy  were  held  in  check. 

A brigade  charged  the  battery  from  the  right  and  rear,  but  were 
repulsed  by  double  charges  of  canister  from  guns  Kos.  3 and  6,  Gunners 
Wylie  and  Kreamer.  A light  battery  of  the  enemy,  opposite  the  end 
of  the  bridge,  was  silenced,  our  infantry  reporting  two  of  the  guns 
as  dismounted.  Orders  to  cease  firing  were  received  from  General 
Eeynolds  about  8.30  p.  m.  This  portion  of  the  battery  fired  78  spher- 
ical case,  60  shell,  16  canister,  and  held  her  position  during  the  night. 
In  this  affair  we  suffered  no  loss.  Fired  171  spherical  case,  89  shell,  16 
canister. 

Orders  were  received  Friday,  27th  ultimo,  about  4 a.  m.,  by  Captain 
Kerns,  to  fall  back  and  take  i)osition  on  Gaines’  Hill.  The  right  sec- 
tion followed  soon  after.  Battery  came  into  position  in  the  course  of 
the  morning.  About  5 ii.  m.,  the  enemy  apiiearing  in  force  in  front, 
fire  was  opened  upon  them.  They  charged  the  battery  and  were  repulsed 
three  times,  but  finally  drove  it  from  the  field.  The  charge  is  said  b^^ 
prisoners  and  members  of  the  Eleventh  Eegimeut  Pennsylvania  Eeserve 
Volunteer  Corps  to  have  been  led  by  General  Stonewall  Jackson  in 
person,  carrying  the  colors.  The  man  carrying  the  colors  was  killed 
by  a charge  of  canister  within  80  yards  of  the  battery  fired  from  the 
left  piece  of  the  right  section.  Guns  Kos.  1 and  4 were  left  on  the  field, 
owing  to  lack  of  horses  and  men  to  get  them  off.  While  the  battery 
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was  bcin^'  limbered  the  enemy  were  within  less  than  20  yards  of  the  ) 
pieces.  Captain  Kerns  was  shot  in  the  calf  of  the  leg  almost  in  the 
commencement  of  the  fire,  but  remained  with  the  battery,  taking  espe- 
cial command  of  tbe  center  section,  loading  and  firing  the  last  two  shots 
himself,  and  bringing  the  battery  off  the  field.  In  this  affair  7 men  were  i 
killed.  11  wounded,  including  Captain  Kerns ; 10  horses  were  killed,  2 
guns,  carriages,  and  implements  were  lost.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  spherical  case,  36  shell,  and  75  canister  were  fired.  Battery 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  and  encamped  with  the  division  near  Oeneral 
McClellan’s  headquarters.  Here  the  command  of  tbe  battery  devolved 
upon  me.  Captain  Kerns  being  taken  to  the  hospital. 

From  what  remained  to  us  after  the  previous  day’s  battle  I immedi- 
ately prepared  for  service  a four-gun  batterj^  and  reported  same,  with  a 
synopsis  of  losses,  &c.,  to  General  Meade. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th  ultimo,  about  6 p.  m.,  received  orders  frofii 
headquarters  to  start  all  loaded  wagons  on  the  road  through  White  Oak 
Swamp  and  prepare  the  battery  to  march  upon  order.  This  was  done. 
Orders  to  march  came  about  10  p.  m. 

Line  of  march  in  rear  of  First  Brigade  was  taken  up  about  12  p.  m. 
on  Sunday,  the  29th  ultimo.  About  2 p.  m.  we  encamped  in  a field  on 
a hill  just  beyond  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  About  4.30  p.  m.  line  of 
march  was  again  taken  up,  and  the  road  followed  till  beyond  Kew 
Market  Cross-Eoads.  Here  we  bivouacked  until  almost  daylight.  The 
column  was  then  reversed  and  proceeded  back  to  the  cross-roads,  where 
we  encamped.  On  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo,  about  12  m.,  orders  received 
to  prepare  for  battle.  About  3 p.  m.  we  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
Before  the  firing  commenced  my  caissons  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear 
by  General  Seymour.  When  I found  I should  need  ammunition  I sent 
for  them.  They  could  not  be  found,  having  been  moved  by  order.  Lieu- 
tenant Fitzki  and  my  two  buglers  were  sent  three  different  times,  but 
failed  to  communicate  with  them. 

When  the  ammunition  in  ’my  limbers  was  expended  I reported  to 
General  McCall,  who  ordered  me  to  take  the  road  to  the  rear  with  my 
guns  and  halt  outside  of  the  fire.  This  was  done,  the  guns  halting 
near  a hospital.  After  hunting  near  an  hour  for  my  caissons  I again 
prepared  to  move  my  guns,  by  advice  of  General  Meade,  who  passed 
by  wounded.  I took  up  line  of  march  for  James  Kiver,  and  reached 
Harrison’s  Landing  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  about  9 a.  m.  My  cais- 
sons reached  here  all  safe  about  4 p.  m.  Quartermaster-Sergeant 
Buffum,  who  had  them  in  charge  from  the  time  they  left  me  on  the 
field,  deserves  especial  mention  for  the  manner  in  which  he  brought 
them  from  the  field  and  conducted  them  in  safety  to  the  battery.  I 
immediately  made  a report  of  my  condition  and  where  I was,  directed 
to  yourself,  and  sent  same  to  Major  Clendenin,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
then  commanding  post,  with  request  that  he  would  forward. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  AMSDEK, 

First  Lieutenant^  Comdg.  Battery  G,  First  Pa.  Arty. 

Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Seymour, 

Commanding  Division  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 
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Report  of  Col,  George  8.  Hays,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,,  First  Bri- 
gade,, of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsvilley  Gaines’  Mill,,  and  Glendale^  or 

Kelson’s  Farm  {Frazier’s  Famn). 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  5, 1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  order  on  the  26th  day 
of  June  I placed  six  companies  of  my  regiment  in  rifle  pits  in  front  of 
Easton’s  Pennsylvania  battery,  four  companies  being  directed  to  deploy 
as  skirmishers,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  enemy,  who  were  re- 
ported to  be  advancing  in  great  force  upon  us  near  Beaver  Dam. 
We  were  not  in  position  more  than  twenty  minutes  when  the  batteries 
opened  tire.  About  4 o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy’s  line  appeared  sufficiently 
ck)se  for  our  infantry  to  have  effect,  when  the  battle  raged  fiercely  until 
night  closed  the  contest. 

At  early  dawn  the  battle  was  renewed  until  I received  an  order  to 
fall  back  upon  a new  line  at  Gaines’  Mill.  I called  in  the  skirmishers 
and  flanked  the  regiment  onto  the  Gaines’  Mill  road,  marching  slowly 
aad  in  good  order  to  our  new  base  of  operations,  where  I received  an 
order  from  General  McCall  to  support  two  regular  batteries  that  were 
then  engaged.  I occupied  my  position  as  directed  and  remained  there 
about  one  hour,  when  Colonel  Warren,  of  a Massachusetts*  regiment, 
reported  to  me  that  his  command  was  being  divided  and  wished  me 
to  go  to  his  support.  I told  him  if  he  would  get  an  order  from  General 
McCall  I would  assist  him.  He  did  so,  and  reported  the  enemy  in  force, 
concealed  in  some  woods  about  a quarter  of  a mile  in  front.  I marched 
in  line  of  battle  toward  the  enemy,  and  when  within  a distance  of  per- 
liaps  100  yards  charged  them  with  the  bayonet  and  drove  them  back, 
when  some  desperate  fighting  took  place.  Colonel  Warren,  in  the 
mean  time,  taking  advantage  of  the  enemy’s  being  engaged,  escaped 
from  his  position  (or  that  portion  of  his  command  that  he  wished  to 
have  relieved).  I flanked  the  regiment,  marched  in  good  order  to  our 
original  position,  stacked  arms,  and  remained  there  until  I received 
orders  to  bivouack  for  the  night. 

About  midnight  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  toward 
James  Kiver,  and  marched  in  that  direction  until  the  30th,  near  Willis’ 
Church,  where  we  were  again  called  into  action,  and  had  a severe  fight, 
lasting  until  late  at  night. 

My  officers  and  men  in  all  these  engagements  behaved  with  great 
gallantry  except  in  a few  isolated  cases.  When  relieving  Colonel 
Warren  I had  three  valuable  line  officers,  to  wit:  Captains  Gallni3e, 
Johnson,  and  Wishart,  severely  wounded,  as  was  my  major,  S.  M. 
Baily,  also  several  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  that  I highly 
valued. 

We  are  now  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  James  Eiver,  and  my 
total  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  from  the  26th  to  the  night 
of  the  30th  (in  battle),  proved  to  be  230,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
hereby  apjiend.f 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  HAYS, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  Regiment,  P.  V.  R. 

Major-General  Porter,  Comdg.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps. 

* He  was  colonel  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Infantry, 
t Emhoclied  in  revised  statement,  p.  3^. 
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Reports  of  Maj.  Roy  Stone,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (First  Penn- 
sylvania  Rifles)^  of  operations  June  26-July  1. 

Headquarters  First  Eifles,  P.  E.  V.  0., 
Battle-field  a,t  Gaines’’  Hill,  June  27,  1862 — 12  m. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  at  1 o’clock 
p.  ID.,  while  my  regiment  (six  companies)  was  doing  picket  duty  on 
the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  two  companies  occupying  the  railroad 
and  Meadow  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy,  one  company  on  the  left 
of  the  bridges,  and  the  remaining  three  in  reserve,  J was  ordered  to 
take  my  reserve  companies  to  the  assistance  of  the  cavalry,  who  were 
falling  back  before  the  enemy,  already  advanced  to  Atlee’s  Station.  I 
moved  rapidly  forward,  posted  Captain  Wister’s  company  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  three  roads  leading  to  Meadow  Bridge,  Crenshaw’s  Bridge, 
and  Atlee’s  Station  5 deployed  Cai^tain  Irvin’s  company  across  Cren- 
shaw’s road,  300  yards  in  advance,  and  moved  Captain  Jewett’s  com- 
pauj^  forward  toward  Atlee’s  to  act  as  skirmishers  for  the  cavalry  be- 
yond the  road  leading  oft' to  Shady  Grove  Church.  A cavalry  xiicket 
in  front  of  Captain  Irvin’s  company  covered  Crenshaw’s  Bridge.  At 
this  time  the  cavalry  officers  estimated  the  enemy’s  force  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Atlee’s  at  one  battalion  of  infantry  and  a squadron  of  cavalry. 
Captain  Jewett  had  scarcely  deployed  when  the  enem^^’s  infantry  ap- 
peared in  his  front  in  heavy  force.  He  opened  tire  on  them  at  short 
range  and  with  great  effect.  The  enemy  halted  in  confusion.  When 
they  had  reformed  he  gave  them  a second  volley. 

At  this  moment  I learned  that  my  companies  guarding  the  Meadow 
and  railroad  bridges  had  been  withdrawn  by  order  of  Colonel  Simmons, 
commanding  the  grand  guard,  and  the  enemy  had  immediately  crossed. 
I immediately  sounded  the  recall,  and  directing  Captain  Jewett  to 
move  rapidly  to  the  rear  I rode  back  to  the  junction,  where  I found 
Cai)tain  Wister  already  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  troops  approaching 
from  Meadow  Bridge.  His  determined  front  and  steady  tire  had  checked 
their  advance,  but  they  were  gathering  heavier  forces  to  the  front,  and 
soon  forced  him  to  retire.  His  route  to  Mechanicsville  was  already 
interrupted,  and  he  fell  back  to  the  north,  contesting  every  inch  of  the 
ground.  I went  back  to  meet  Captain  Jewett’s  command,  turned  him 
off'  to  the  left,  and  with  a small  rear  guard  of  cavalry  made  a wide 
detour  to  the  north,  with  the  desperate  hope  of  cutting  our  way  to 
camp. 

Captain  Irvin  had  been  advised  by  the  same  messenger  who  brought 
me  news  of  the  enemy’s  flank  movement  to  retire  to  a safer  position, 
but  declined  to  do  so  without  orders.  When  I sent  him  orders  it  was 
already  too  late,  and  he  was  entirely  surrounded.  I heard  heavy  tiring 
in  his  direction,  but  had  not  been  able  to  learn  whether  any  of  his  men 
were  killed  or  wounded.  NTone  of  them  returned  to  camp.  With  the 
other  companies  I succeeded,  after  a long,  fatiguing  march  through 
Avoods  and  swamjis,  part  of  the  way  under  tire,  in  making  my  way  to 
the  ford  in  the  swamp  above  my  own  camp.  The  three  companies 
which  had  been  recalled  from  picket  had  already  come  safely  in. 
Wlien  I came  in,  after  having  been  reported  entirely  cut  off',  your 
adAuince  line  of  battle  was  already  formed  at  Mechanicsville.  The 
enemy  did  not  appear  in  your  front  for  some  time,  having  evidently 
been  led  to  believe  by  our  broad  front  and  rapid  tire  that  our  force 
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was  miicli  larger,  aud  had  halted  near  the  junction  to  make  his  disposi- 
tions for  battle.  Our  loss  in  this  fight  and  retreat  was  about  75  men, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  those  killed,  wounded,  or  i)risoners. 
I have  no  doubt  the'  enemy’s  loss  was  much  greater  than  ours,  as  our 
fire  was  mainly  directed  upon  their  masses. 

My  men  came  in  very  much  exhausted,  but  when  the  enemy  appeared 
in  our  front  we  occupied  our  rifle  pits  and  opened  a very  steady  fire 
upon  them.  The  engagement  commenced  at  4.30  p.  m.  and  lasted  till 
night-fall.  You  are  familiar  with  all  its  general  facts.  The  position 
of  my  intrenched  camp,  covering  two  principal  fords  of  the  swamp, 
was  apparently  the  key  to  the  whole  line.  For  four  hours  the  enemy 
made  the  most  desperate  effort  to  force  their  passage.  Eegiment  after 
regiment  was  thrown  forward  for  that  purpose,  but  as  often  they 
melted  away.  The  two  sections  of  Cax)tain  Cooper’s  battery  (B),  Penn- 
sylvania Eeserve  Corps,  stationed  in  our  earthworks,  under  Captain 
Cooper’s  command,  were  most  bravely,  skillfully,  and  effectively  served, 
much  of  the  time  under  your  own  direction.  They  drew  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  but  the  earthworks  and  rifle  pits  gave  great  protec- 
tion to  the  gunners  and  riflemen. 

The  casualties  of  the  day  were  comparatively  slight.  Of  my  com- 
mand 2 men  were  killed,  2 officers  and  16  men  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
losses  on  our  front  must  have  been  immense.  Together  with  the  Fifth 
Eegiment  on  our  left  and  the  First  and  Second  on  our  right  we  had 
defeated  and  repulsed  four  or  five  brigades  of  the  enemy.  But  for 
the  unflinching  gallantry  of  these  regiments  our  positions  could  not 
have  been  held,  for  the  enemy  could  have  struggled  across  above  and 
below  both  fords  and  turned  both  our  flanks.  Two  companies  of 
U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Captain  Drew  and  Captain  Giroux,  attached  to  my 
command  during  the  action,  behaved  with  great  steadiness  and  deliv- 
ered a most  effective  fire.  As  to  my  own  regiment  you  were  kind  enough 
to  express  your  own  satisfaction  with  its  conduct,  and  I can  add  nothing 
to  such  commendation. 

At  night  fall  the  enemy  withdrew.  Colonel  McQuade,  of  the  Four- 
teenth New  York,  reported  to  me  near  the  close  of  the  action  with 
orders  to  relieve  my  men  in  the  rifle  pits,  but  I declined  to  be  relieved 
except  as  to  picket  duty.  My  men  slept  in  the  pits  at  night  without 
covering,  having  lost  all  their  baggage  at  the  advanced  picket  station. 

At  daybreak  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  I was  informed  that  the 
army  would  retire  at  once  to  a new  line  on  Gaines’  Hill,  and  was 
directed  to  hold  with  my  regiment  aud  the  battery  the  position  I then 
held  until  that  movement  could  be  effected.  I extended  the  Sharp- 
shooters up  to  my  right  and  left,  to  keep  uj)  the  appearance  of  still  oc- 
cupying the  Avhole  line,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  fairly  light  opened  fire 
upon  tlie  enemy,  who  had  advanced  under  cover  of  the  night  and 
planted  new  batteries  Avithin  grape-shot  range.  Their  infantry  also 
came  down  with  apparently  undiminished  force,  filling  the  road  toward 
the  ford  with  a solid  column.  The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  was  much 
hotter  than  the  evening  before;  so  much  so  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  gunners  to  stand  up  to  load  their  pieces.  As  long,  howeA^er,  as 
tbeir  ammunition  and  my  own  lasted  we  Avere  enabled  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check. 

A little  after  6 o’clock  a.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  retire  as  best  we 
might  to  the  main  body,  3 miles  distant.  After  leaving  the  intrench- 
nients  Ave  Avere  still  obliged  to  go  more  than  half  a mile  before  escaping 
the  range  of  the  same  batteries  Avhich  had  annoyed  us  all  the  morning. 
The  movement  was  necessarily  hurried,  the  enemy  having  outflanked 
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US  and  pressing  closely  upon  our  rear.  I posted  Captain  Holland  with 
his  company  about  300  yards  from  the  ford,  directing  him  to  obstruct 
the  road  and  cover  the  retreat  of  our  main  body,  and  ordered  Captain 
Wister  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  the  mill  hospital.  These  were  difficult 
and  hazardous  duties,  and  were  performed  with  the  coolness  of  veterans, 
and  probably  saved  us  from  entire  destruction. 

Our  loss  in  this  morning’s  fight  and  retreat  was  more  than  half  what 
remained  from  the  previous  day’s  work.  We  could  not  bring  off  our 
dead  and  wounded,  and  every  man  who  gave  out  in  the  double-quu'k 
was  necessarily  captured.  My  men  are  terribly  exhausted,  several 
having  fainted  in  the  heat  of  the  sun  while  forming  this  line  of  battle. 

I have  here  6 officers  and  125  men.  Owing  to  our  exposed  positions 
our  loss  in  prisoners  will  be  largely  out  of  proportion  to  the  killed  and 
wounded.  I hope  that  many  men  will  yet  find  their  way  to  their  com- 
mand. I will  forward  a complete  list  of  losses  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made 
out. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

EOY  STONE, 

Major j Commanding  Rifles, 

Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Eeynolds, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Headquarters  First  Eifles,  P.  E.  Y.  C., 

HaxalVs,  on  James  River ^ July  1,  1862. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I v^ent  into  action  on  the 
CA^ening  of  the  27th  with  150  men  and  6 officers,  all  exhausted  with 
the  three  battles  and  rapid  marches  of  the  preceding  thirty  hours.  I 
could  not  have  saved  even  this  remnant  of  my  command  but  for  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  intrenchments,  the  construction  of  which 
you  ordered  and  supervised.  No  troops  or  batteries  could  have  held 
my  position,  which  was  the  key  to  the  whole  line,  without  such  pro- 
tection. 

My  position  on  the  field  of  Gaines’  Hill  was  on  the  right  of  the  First 
Brigade.  The  enemy  were  concealed  by  the  woods  in  front,  except 
their  batteries,  which  1 could  see  at  a distance  of  500  yards.  I directed 
my  fire  chiefly  upon  these,  compelling  them  frequently  to  change  posi- 
tion, and  finally  silenced  them  entirely.  The  Fifth  Eegiment,  on  my 
left,  the  conduct  of  which  afforded  a constant  example  of  courage  and 
discipline,  answered  the  enemy’s  infantry  with  the  most  terrific  musketry 
firing  of  the  day. 

Our  position  was  unchanged  throughout  the  action,  lasting  nearly 
four  hours.  The  battalions  upon  our  right  one  after  another  disap- 
peared, leaving  an  interval  of  500  yards  between  us  and  a battalion  of 
regular  infantry,  which,  driven  from  the  woods,  where  it  had  met  the 
enemy,  was  reformed  again  and  again  to  meet  the  attack,  but  finally  re- 
tired also. 

At  this  time,  one  hour  before  sunset,  my  ammunition  was  nearly 
spent,  though  it  had  been  carefully  used.  General  Eeynolds  sent  me 
word  that  he  was  looking  for  a battalion  to  relieve  mine.  No  relief 
could  be  found,  and  we  continued  on  the  field.  The  enemy,  finding 
our  fire  slackened,  came  out  of  the  wooils  and  formed  for  a charge. 
We  gave  them  a volley  which  staggered  them,  and  the  Fifth  Eegiment, 
having  also  reserved  their  fire,  moved  up  with  a rush  and  a cheer  to 
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within  150  j^ards  of  their  line,  and  delivered  a fire  which  drove  them 
into  the  woods.  For  a time  all  was  quiet  in  our  front,  but  the  fight 
raged  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth,  and  our  troops  seemed  giving  way.  I 
soon  found  that  a large  force  of  the  enemy — probablj^  fresh  troops — had 
come  upon  my  right  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire,  which  raked  my 
whole  line  and  that  of  the  Fifth  liegiment.  I changed  front  to  meet 
this  attack,  and  gave  the  enemy  a parting  volley  with  my  last  round  of 
ammunition  ; but  I had  no  cover  from  their  fire,  and  directed  iny  men 
to  take  position  behind  a low  ridge  on  the  right.  This,  however,  I 
found  to  be  exactly  in  the  range  of  our  own  batteries,  and  observing 
that  the  retreat  had  become  general,  I allowed  my  men  to  fall  back  with 
the  others.  I reformed  my  command  near  the  hospital,  where  it  re- 
mained during  the  evening. 

When  the  re-enforcements  had  come  up  and  the  enemy  was  checked 
I rode  over  the  bridge,  and  under  instructions  of  an  officer  of  General 
McClellan’s  staff,  with  the  help  of  the  First  Eifles  and  Captain  Wister, 
halted  the  stragglers  and  reformed  nearly  2,000  men  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Eeserves  in  the  meadow^  at  the  end  of  the  bridge.  I then  went 
back  to  report  to  General  McCall. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  1 officer  and  25  men.* 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  we  marched  through  White  Oak  Swamp, 
marched  nearly  all  the  next  day,  and  did  picket  duty  on  the  Eichmond 
road  during  the  night  of  the  29th.  Many  of  our  stragglers'  and  slightly 
wounded  had  come  in,  and  we  entered  the  action  on  the  30th  with  5 
officers  and  150  men  and  5 officers  and  84  men  of  the  U.  S.  Sharp- 
shooters. My  first  position  was  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries  on  the 
right  of  the  First  Brigade.  When  the  brigade  made  its  charge  I re- 
mained to  support  the  batteries,  moving  to  the  left  of  the  Parrott  guns. 
The  charge  was  brilliant  and  successful,  but  the  enemy,  giving  our 
troops  no  time  to  reform,  hurled  itself  in  masses  upon  the  left  of  our 
line,  Avhere  you  were  endeavoring  to  reorganize  those  regiments  which 
had  become  broken  in  the  charge  and  encouraging  them  to  meet  the 
attack.  I had  been  ordered  to  take  position  still  farther  on  your  left, 
but  had  only  reached  a point  in  rear  of  Nelson’s  house  and  behind  a 
crowded  but  confused  force  of  our  own  troops  when  the  attack  com- 
menced. I soon  saw  our  troops  giving  Avay,  and,  halting,  faced  my  men 
by  the  rear  rank  to  the  then  front.  We  lay  down  upon  the  ground, 
while  all  our  own  troops  ran  over  us.  I begged  their  officers  in  pass- 
ing to  reform  behind  us,  and  Avben  oiir  front  was  unmasked  rose  and 
gave  the  enemy  a Amlley  and  continued  firing  for  some  minutes;  but 
finding  that  Ave  Avere  the  center  of  a murderous  fire  of  an  overAvhelming 
force  at  very  short  range;  that  my  men  Avere  falling  fast  and  I should 
soon  have  none  left,  I gaA^e  the  order  to  retire  just  in  time  to  escape 
being  surrounded.  Here  was  lost  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  of 
the  regiment : Senior  Oapt.  Philip  Holland  Avas  shot  dead  while  steady- 
ing his  own  men  and  attempting  to  rally  others. 

Tlie  enemy  did  not  pursue  us  far,  but  turned  to  the  left  to  attack 
the  batteries.  My  regiment  halted  about  400  yards  to  the  rear,  Avhere 
1 made  it  the  nucleus  for  rallying  all  the  fragments  of  the  I’ennsyl- 
vania  Eeserve  Corps  Avhich  came  that  Avay.  The  men  rallied  nobly, 
though  still  under  heavy  fire.  They  only  wanted  a point  to  gather 
and  the  order  to  fall  in.  We  soon  had  the  colors  of  six  regiments  in 

* But  see  revised  statement,  xi.  40.  - 
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the  liue  aod  a respectable  brigade  of  troops  properly  officered  and  in 
fighting  condition. 

Among  the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  particularly  in  this 
rally  and  subsequent  attack  I beg  lea  ve  to  name  Mr.  Charles  B.Lamborn, 
of  your  own  staff;  Capt.  Chandler  Hall,  of  General  McCalPs  staff;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Warner,  Captain  McDaniels,  Capt.  J.  B.  Knox,  Captain 
Partridge,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Pattee,  Lieut.  G.  S.  Knee,  and  Lieut.  D.  W. 
Mayes,  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fisher, 
Major  Dare,  Captain  Zentmeyer,  Captain  Taggart,  and  Lieutenant 
Petrikin,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves;  Adjutant  McMurtrie 
and  Lieutenant  Weaver,  of  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Oliphant,  Capt.  William  Lemon,  Adjutant  Wetter,  and 
Lieutenant  Cochran,  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves. 

Of  my  own  command  my  only  remaining  officers.  Captain  Wister, 
Lieutenant  Allison,  ami  Lieutenant  Bitterling,  of  the  First  Eifles; 
Captain  Giroux  and  Lieutenant  Shepard,  of  the  U.  S.  Sharpshooters, 
displayed  the  most  admirable  courage  and  coolness. 

At  dusk  I moved  the  whole  battalion,  which  seemed  to  put  itself 
under  my  command,  forward  in  excellent  line  of  battle  toward  the 
front,  where  the  fight  was  raging  in  the  dense  woods.  I should  have 
bet  n utterly  at  a loss  as  to  where  advantageously  to  place  my  command 
but  for  the  superior  judgment  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  progress 
of  the  battle  possessed  by  Mr.  Lainborn,  wbo  had  posted  the  other 
divisions  of  the  fresh  troops  as  they  had  come  up,  and  knew  from  his 
own  observation  the  position  of  every  coiqis  upon  the  field.  Upon  his 
advice  1 moved  by  flank  up  the  Eichmond  road,  and  advancing  steadily 
to  the  extreme  front  under  sharp  fire,  halted  to  reconnoiter  upon  find- 
ing myself  among  the  wreck  of  our  own  batteries  where  the  action 
commenced.  General  McCall  had  come  out  of  the  woods  wounded  and 
alone,  and  taken  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  column. 

After  the  halt  the  general  took  me  forward  a few  paces  with  him, 
and  suddenly  in  the  darkness  we  Ibund  ourselves  close  upon  the 
leveled  muskets  of  a column  of  the  enemy,  which  filled  the  road  in 
front  of  us.  We  were  ordered  to  “ Halt;  dismount;”  but  I turned  and 
escaped  only  slightly  hurt,  though  drawing  two  volleys  from  the 
enemy.  General  McCall  was  not  so  fortunate,  and  is  in  the  enemy’s 
hands.  men  at  the  same  time  had  captured  the  colonel  of  a rebel 
regiment  with  a small  party  who  were  scouting  in  our  direction.  I 
formed  my  first  company  across  the  road,  and  went  to  the  rear  in  search 
of  a cannon  to  sweep  the  road  in  front.  I soon,  however,  became  so 
faint  and  dizzy  from  the  effects  of  my  hurt  that  I was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital and  took  no  further  part  in  the  action,  which  soon  terminated. 
The  presence  of  my  force,  which  still  remained  half  an  hour  on  the 
ground  and  then  retired  in  good  order,  no  doubt  checked  an  advance 
of  the  enemy  which  would  have  cut  our  lines  in  the  very  center — its 
weakest  point.  They  were  already  feeling  their  way  down  the  road 
and  had  a powerful  column  ready  to  make  the  dash. 

The  loss  of  my  command  in  this  action  was  much  greater  in  propor- 
tion than  in  any  of  the  ])receding.  I have  this  morning  but  3 officers 
and  GO  men  of  my  own  regiment  and  3 officers  and  28  men  of  the  U.  tS. 
Sharpshooters  for  duty.  We  were  under  fire  for  a while  this  morning 
at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  but  soon  retired,  according  to  your  order, 
under  the  bluff*. 

I am  pained  to  mention  the  loss  of  Capt.  Charles  Drew,  Wisconsin 
company  (G),  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  a brave,  skillful,  and  much-beloved 
commander.  He  was  shot  dead  early  in  the  action. 
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SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  my  command,  both  officers  and  men,  I can  only 
say  that  it  more  than  realized  my  highest  ideal  of  the  soldier’s  charac- 
ter. I cannot  name  individuals  Avhen  all  are  equally  distinguished. 
No  commissioned  officer  of  my  command  is  unequal  to  the  command  of 
a regiment,  and  no  non-commissioned  officer  remains  who  does  not  well 
deserve  a commission.  My  adjutant,  Lieut.  W.  K.  Hartshorn,  one  of 
the  best  officers  of  the  service,  Avas  severely  wounded  in  the  head  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th,  and  is  doubtless  taken  prisoner  in  the  hospital 
at  Savage  Station.  Quartermaster  Lieut.  H.  D.  Patten,  an  officer  of 
great  energy  and  activity,  was  of  the  highest  service  to  me  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  26th.  Sergt.  Maj.  Eoger  Sherman,  who  shared  the 
greatest  dangers  with  most  remarkable  self-possession,  Avas  lost  on  last 
evening,  and  is  probably  Avounded  and  a prisoner.  I beg  leave  also  to 
mention  the  earnest  and  untiring  labors  of  Chaplain  the  Eev.  W.  H. 
D.  Hatton,  in  caring  for  the  wounded,  encouraging  the  exhausted,  both 
on  the  held  and  in  the  hospital.  Asst.  Surg.  William  T.  Humphrey 
has  been  throughout  these  battles  always  at  his  post  and  attended  to 
his  duty.  Private  John  Doyle,  a stalwart  giant  of  Captain  Easton’s 
battery,  Avell  known  as  the  “ Infant,”  after  a loss  of  their  guns,  came 
as  a Amlnnteer  to  my  command,  where  his  dashing  gallantry,  ready 
wit,  and  evident  enjoyment  of  the  occasion  were  a continual  source  of 
encouragement  to  all  about  him. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I beg  to  express  the  hope  that  the  conduct  of 
my  men  during  some  of  the  most  trying  scenes  of  these  eventful  days 
may  haA^e  fallen  under  your  own  obserA^ation. 

I Avill  forward  a complete  list  of  casualties  at  as  early  a i^eriod  as 
possible. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

EOT  STONE, 

Major ^ Commanding  First  Rifles. 

Brigadier-General  Seymour, 

Commanding  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps. 


Eo.  162. 

Report  of  Col.  Horatio  G.  Sicl^el^  Third  Pennsylvania  Reserves.,  Seeond 
Brigade.,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill^  a7id  Glendale^  or 
Nelson’’ s Farm  [Frazier’’ s Farm). 

Headquarters  Third  Infantry,  P.  E.  V.  C., 

Camp  7iear  Harriso^i’s  Landing,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir  : In  accordance  Avith  diAusion  order,  Pennsyh^ania  Eeserve  Corps, 
of  July  3,  1862,  I haA^e  the  honor  restiectfully  to  submit  the  following 
re])ort : 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  26  the  Third  Eegiment  left  its  camp  and 
a.dvanced  toward  MechanicsAulle,  and  first  took  a x>osition  in  front  of 
the  camp  of  the  Third  Brigade  Pennsylvania  EeserA^e  Volunteer  Corps, 
Avheii  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  advance  to  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  to 
su])port  Captain  Kerns’  battery,  which  position  Ave  held  until  relieved, 
at  2 o’clock  a.  m.  27th  instant,  by  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, Col.  Samuel  AV.  Black.  We  were  then  ordered  to  retire  to  Gaines’ 
house,  on  the  Chickahominy  Eiver.  On  this  occasion,  though  exposed 
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to  a,  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery,  oiir  casualties  consisted  in 
only  2 men  wounded,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  table  of  cas- 
ualties hereunto  annexed. 

June  27  the  regiment  was  again  ordered  to  the  supi)ort  of  Captain 
Kerns’  battery  on  the  left  center,  commanding  Gaines’  Hill.  8oon  after 
tlie  attack  by  the  enemy  on  the  center  of  the  line  we  were  ordered  to 
sup]>ort  the  fourth  Michigan,  which  soon  shifted  to  the  left,  under  a 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns.  Here  the  Third  Kegiment  engaged 
a heavy  column  of  intantry,  which  they  held  in  check  for  two  hours, 
when  their  animunitioii  became  exhausted,  and  were  relieved  by  the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Iteserves  and  a Kew  Jersey  regiment.  The 
regiment  then  retired  in  good  order  to  an  open  lot  in  the  rear  of  a 
Rhode  Island  battery  to  replenish  their  ammunition  and  refresh  the 
men.  Here  the  regiment  received  the  congratulations  of  General 
Meade,  who  was  present  in  the  midst  of  the  fight,  for  their  bravery 
and  daring  courage,  which  they  had  so  manfully  earned  in  their  con- 
flict with  an  overwhelming  enemy.  In  this  struggle  the  regiment 
sustained  a great  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
annexed  statement,  before  referred  to.*  My  horse  was  shot  under  me 
during  this  part  of  the  engagement,  the  loss  of  which  I most  seriously 
felt  during  the  afterpart  of  the  day. 

fJune  30,  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  Third  Regiment  was  posted  on  picket 
duty  in  front  of  the  camp  of  McCall’s  division,  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Volunteer  Corps,  the  right  resting  on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  extending 
southAvard  about  one  mile.  It  Avas  soon  reported  to  me  by  the  outpost 
pickets  and  by  me  to  the  rear  that  the  enemy  Avas  rapidly  coA^ering 
our  front  AAuth  heaA^y  columns  of  infantry.  Their  advance  soon  drove 
in  our  outposts,  AvheJi  Ave  received  orders  to  retire  on  our  camp,  Avhich 
Avas  done  in  good  order  to  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  AAdien  we  again  took 
iHA  position  in  line  of  battle.  Here  Ave  remained  until  the  enemy 
approached  to  within  50  paces,  when  the  entire  line  delivered  a well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  front,  utterly  cutting  to  pieces  the  Ninth 
Virginia  Regiment.  Their  column  was  momentarily  checked,  Avhen  Ave 
deliAwed  the  second  fire  with  the  same  good  results. 

At  this  time  our  artillery  had  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  retire  to  get  out  of  range  of  our  OAvn  guns.  Immediately 
after  a regiment  in  our  rear  commenced  to  fire  upon  my  men,  Avdiich 
caused  them  to  break  and  run  in  great  confusion,  and  it  Avas  not  until 
A^ery  late  in  the  day  that  I could  rally  them  together  in  any  great  force, 
but  they  were  all  fighting  someAvhere  in  the  line.  I Avould  liere  state 
that  in  our  retirement  Ave  captured  and  took  in  Avith  us  7 i>risoners — 
one  a lieutenant.  In  this  i)art  of  the  engagement  our  loss  Avas  A^ery 
considerable,  including  several  officers. 

There  are  a number  of  officers  and  men  AAffio  distinguished  them- 
seh^es  by  daring  acts  of  braAT^ry  during  the  three  days’  battle  Avhich 
I shall  at  some  future  time  take  great  pleasure  in  noticing.  First  of 
these,  however,  is  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Thompson,  Avho  rendered  me 
the  greatest  services  during  the  severe  trials  through  which  Ave  haA^e 
just  passed.  Also  Adjutant  Jameson  and  Sergt.  Maj.  H.  S.  Jones, 
the  latter  of  Avhom  Avas  alwa3\s  at  his  post,  encouraging  on  the  men 
to  their  duty.  I Avill  hereafter  make  a full  report  of  the  officers  of  the 
line. 

With  great  respect,  I liaA^e  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  SIOKEL, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry^  P.  P.  V.  G. 


Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  40. 
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Eeport  of  Col.  Albert  L.  Magilton^  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Reserves.,  of  the 
battles  of  Meehaniesville,  Gaines^  Milf  and  Glendale,  or  NelsoFs  Farm 
[Frazier^ s Farm ) . 

Headquarters  Fourth  Eegmment  P.  R.  Y.  0., 

Harrison^s  Landing,  Va.,  July  4,  1862. 
General  : In  accordance  with  division  orders,  P.  E.  0.,  July  3, 1862, 
I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26,  1862,  tlie 
Fourth  Eegimeut  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps  inarched 
toward  Mechanicsville  and  was  placed  near  to  and  in  the  rear  of  Captain 
Easton’s  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Artillery,  as  a suiiport  to  the  battery; 
that  we  remained  in  this  position  all  night  until  early  next  morning, 
when  vre  Avere  withdraArn  to  Gaines’  house,  and  although  we  were  in 
full  range  of  the  enemy’s  battery  and  shells  exploding  constantly 
around  us,  we  had  not  a casualty. 

June  27  Ave  were  again  stationed  in  rear  of  Easton’s  battery,  and  re- 
mained until  we  Avere  ordered  into  the  Avoods  as  a support  to  the  troops 
engaged.  We  soon  came  up  to  them,  and  found  them  to  be  the  Huryea 
ZouaA'es.  Here  we  Avere  engaged  in  skirmishing,  and  drove  the  enemy 
AA’ell  to  the  rear;  but  the  enemy,  being  strongly  re-enforced,  pressed  us 
closely,  and  Av^e  were  obliged  to  retire,  which  wms  done  in  good  order. 
We  Avere  soon  in  line  on  the  clearing  toward  ihe  Chickahominy,  and 
were  then  ordered  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  support  the  Third  Regi- 
ment PennsylAmnia  ReserA^e  Volunteer  Cori)s,  but  subsequently  AA’e  were 
ordered  to  the  left  of  our  line,  Avhere  Ave  Avere  but  a feAv  moments  Arhen 
our  center  gaA^e  Avay  and  Ave  Avere  cut  off*,  and  made  our  escape  only  by 
crossing  the  Chickahominy,  and  came  into  Smith’s  division.  The  list 
of  casualties  Avill  be  found  in  the  list  attached.* 

June  30  AA^ewere  in  i)osition  as  given  to  the  Second  Brigade  by  Gen- 
eral Meade.  The  Fourth  Regiment  PennsylAvania  Reseiw^e  olunteer 
Corps  Avas  to  the  left  and  slightly  to  the  front  of  Randol’s  battery. 
Here  we  laid  concealed  in  the  grass  until  the  enemy  came  Avithin  60 
feet  of  my  regiment,  Avhen  I ordered  my  men  to  rise  and  lire,  Avhen 
the  enemy  broke  to  the  rear.  We  kept  up  the  firiug,  but  the  enemy 
being  re-enforced,  AA^e  AA^ere  obliged  to  retire;  but  shortly  aat.  faced  to 
the  front  and  drove  them  again,  but  being  hotly  i)ressed  and  losing 
many  of  my  men,  AA^e  were  obliged  to  retire.  A third  attempt  Avas  made 
to  rally,  AAdiich  Avas  veryAveak,  and  finally  my  regiment  broke  and  scat- 
tered in  the  Avoods.  The  next  morning  1 collected  about  200  men. 

The  ofQcers  and  men  behaA^ed  most  gallantly,  and  there  are  many 
instances  of  personal  daring — many  hand-to-hand  conflicts.  I would 
especially  mention  the  names  of  Maj.  R.  H.  AVoohAwth,  Third  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  ReserA^e  Corps,  Acting  Lieut.  Col.,  and  Capt.  Thomas  F. 
B.  Tapper,  Fourth  Regiment  PennsylA  ania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  as 
deserving  especial  notice.  I cajitured  three  secession  and  one  Union 
flag  from  the  rebels.  I Avent  into  action  with  less  than  600  rank  and 
lile,  and  my  total  loss  in  the  two  days’  action  was  in  killed,  AAmunded, 
and  missing  201,  being  more  than  one-third  of  the  force  engaged. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servmnt, 

A.  L.  MAGILTOA, 

Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  P.  R.  V.  C.,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Seymour, 

Commanding  Division  of  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  x).  40. 
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Report  of  (Jol.  (J.  Feger  Jackson^  Nmth  Pennsylvania  Reserves^  Third  Bri- 
gade^ of  the  hattles  of  AFeohanicsville,  Gaines'^  il/i//,  and  Glendale^  or 
Nelson’’ s Ikirm  (Frazier\s  Farm). 

Headquarters  Kinth  Eegiment  P.  E.  Y.  C.  ' 
In  obedience  to  order  I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Thursday, 
the  2Gth  day  of  June,  at  about  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  ra[)id  firing-  commenced 
in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  My  regiment  was  at  once  ordered 
under  arms.  We  remained  so  until  about  4 ]).  m.,  the  firing  in  the  mean 
time  approaching  gradually.  The  batteries  in  front  of  our  line  had 
opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy.  I Avas  ordered  to  support  the 
Twelfth  Eegiment,  Avhich  was  posted  in  ride  pits  on  the  left.  Immedi- 
ately after  dark  I sent  four  companies  from  the  left  of  my  regiment  out 
on  picket  on  a line  extending  down  the  stream,  the  remaining  six  com- 
panies being  held  in  reserve.  The  night  ])assed  off  quietly.  At  day- 
break the  enemy  resumed  attack  niion  our  rillc  pits.  I Avas  ordered  to 
send  four  companies  to  relieve  the  men  who  had  held  the  pits  during 
the  night.  This  Avas  accomjilished  under  a lieaA^y  fire.  My  order  Avas 
to  hold  the  pits  until  the  main  body  of  our  troops  had  Avithdrawn. 
This  being  done,  about  7 a.  m.  my  men  Avere  cautiously  drawn  off,  not, 
hoAvever,  Avithont  considerable  annoyance  from  shot  and  shell  for  the 
first  mile  of  onr  retreat.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  gener- 
ally was  most  satisfactory  on  this  occasion. 

Casualties — 2 killed,  10  wounded,  4 missing. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  this  engagement  the  operations  of 
my  regiment  were  confined  to  a small  area,  being  a strip  of  dense  wood 
near  the  extreme  left  of  our  line.  To  enter  this  it  AAms  necessary  to  cross 
a deep,  swampy  ravine,  and  also  to  encounter  a seA'ere  fi»re  from  a large 
body  of  rebel  infantry.  I was  ordered  to  the  support  0#'“  onr  infantry 
and  to  charge  upon  the  enemy.  W^ith  some  difficulty  Ave  crossed  the 
raAfine,  ascended  the  hill,  passed  through  our  lines,  and  charged,  detach- 
ments of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  and  Sixty-second  PennsylA^ania  Eegi- 
ments  joining  us,  driAung  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods  and  diagonally 
across  an  open  field  into  another  AAaiods  skirting  the  same  field.  Our 
men  in  the  moment  of  excitement  exceeded  their  orders  by  folloAving  the 
enemy  beyond  the  second  woods,  Avhere  thej"  receiA^ed  a tremendous  fire 
from  a fresh  body  of  the  enemy.  In  falling  back  across  the  open  field, 
Avhich  was  done  under  a galling  fire,  there  Avas  much  disorder  and  a 
complete  mingling  of  several  regiments,  in  consequence  of  aa^IucIi,  and 
the  Avild,  ineffectual  firing  arising  therefrom,  an  effort  Avas  made  to  rally 
the  different  regiments,  but  without  success. 

AVe  Avere  then  ordered  to  fall  back  and  reorganize,  AA'hich  was  ])ar- 
tially  successful.  Our  former  position  in  the  woods  Avas  again  taken, 
but  it  seemed  impossible  to  make  any  impression  on  the  enemy,  whose 
fire  Avas  increasing,  convincing  me  that  Ave  were  being  met  by  fresh 
troops,  in  every  effort  made  to  dislodge  the  foe.  We  again  fell  back, 
rallied,  and  advanced  the  third  time,  but  our  force  Avas  too  much  re- 
duced by  casualties  and  stragglers  from  the  regiment  to  accomplish 
anything. 

The  officers,  without  an  exception,  did  their  whole  duty.  The  men, 
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with  the  exceptic/ii  of  a few  stragglers  (under  such  trying  circumstances), 
being  much  exhausted  by  har'd  fighting,  hard  marching,  and  extremely 
warm  weather,  behaved  nobly. 

Casualties — 0 killed,  40  wounded,  9 missing. 

WHITE  OAK  SWAMP.* 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  before  the  attack  of  the  eoemy  the 
Ninth  Regiment  was  posted  on  the  edge  of  the  wood,  the  line  extending 
northeast  and  southwest.  In  an  open  field  on  an  elevated  ridge,  and 
parallel  to  the  line  of  my  regiment,  was  posted  Cooper’s  battery.  After 
the  attack,  and  when  the  battery  had  opened,  I was  ordered  to  advance 
to  its  support,  and  took  my  position  a few  yards  in  its  rear,  being  cov- 
ered by  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  battery.  While  in  this  position  I 
was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  our  left  flank,  and  was 
directed  to  change  front  to  oppose  any  force  from  that  direction.  Hav- 
ing occuiiied  the  position  as  directed  some  time  and  no  enemy  appear- 
ing, I was  ordered  to  take  my  original  position  on  the  edge  of  the 
woods.  While  in  the  act  of  making  this  change  Cooper’s  battery  was 
captured,  which  fact  w^as.  told  me  by  the  captain  himself. 

Finding  that  the  men  deeply  sympathized  with  the  captain  in  his 
loss,  I at  once  determined  to  recapture  the  guns.  A successful  charge 
was  made.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  guns  diagonally  to  the 
right  and  into  the  woods.  I immediately  commenced  reforming  my 
regiment  on  the  road  to  our  right.  At  this  time  a heavy  firing  wms 
opened  upon  us  from  the  ri^ht.  We  advanced  into  the  woods,  where 
skirmishing  commenced  and  continued  until  after  dark.  In  this  second 
charge  I became  separated  from  the  regiment.  We  rallied  near  the 
hospital  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  This  was  the  most  disastrous  day 
of  the  three,  having  a number  of  my  most  efficient  line  officers  killed 
or  w^ounded.  With  the  exception  of  a small  percentage  of  skulkers, 
officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  admirably. 

Casualties — 17  killed,  84  ^vounded,  36  missing. 

With  no  desire  of  making  invidious  distinctions  or  of  giving  one 
officer  praise  to  the  disparagement  of  others,  when  all  behaved  bravely, 
the  colonel  commanding  cannot  allow  tire  present  oiiportunity  to  pass 
without  making  special  allusion  to  the  heroic  conduct  of  Lieut.  T.  Brent 
Swearingen,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  at  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Hill,  who 
was  always  to  be  found  in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  leading  the  men  by 
his  daring  valor  and  cheering  words  on  to  victory,  in  the  midst  of 
which  he  was  stricken  down  by  a ball  seriously,  but  1 am  happy  to  say 
not  fatally,  wounding  him.  The  colonel  commanding  is  proud  to  say 
the  regiment  which  he  had  the  honor  to  command  on  that  eventful  day 
captured  from  the  enemy  a stand  of  regimental  colors,  which  it  still  has 
in  its  possession. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  FEGER  JACKSON, 
Colonel  Commanding  Ninth  Regiment  F.  R.  V.  C. 

Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Seymour, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade^  McCalVs  Division. 


Glendale,  &c. 
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No.  165. 

Reports  of  Col.  James  T.  Kiricy  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves y of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsvilley  Gaines'^  Milly  and  OlendalOy  or  Nelsonh  Farm  (Fra- 
zier^s  Farm). 

Headquarters  Tenth  Eegiment  P.  E.  V.  C., 

July  6,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Thursday,  June  26,  1862,  at  4 
o’clock  p.  m.,  the  Tenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer 
Corps,  according  to  orders  of  the  general,  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  “ color  front.”  Firing  immediately  commenced  on  our  right. 
I threw  forward,  by  the  general’s  order.  Companies  A and  B,  in  command 
of  Captain  McConnell,  to  the  rifle  pits  in  front  of  a section  of  De  Hart’s 
battery.  These  companies  were  supported  by  Companies  F and  G,  all 
under  command  of  Major  Smith.  Comi3any  K was  sent  to  supi)ort 
Plaston’s  battery  on  the  hill  in  rear  of  De  Hart’s  battery.  The  remain- 
ing companies,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner,  were  deployed 
through  the  woods  on  the  right  as  skirmishers,  to  pick  off  the  enemy’s 
gunners,  and  to  prevent  his  crossing  the  swamp.  Companies  A and  B 
held  their  positions  in  the  pits  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
when  they  were  relieved  by  Companies  E,  F,  and  G.  Company  E was 
afterward  relieved  by  Company  K.  The  rifle  pits  were  thus  held  until  10 
o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  by  the  general’s  orders,  I withdrew  my  command,  the 
ground  being  occupied  by  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserve 
Volunteer  Corps.  It  is,  perhaps,  but  justice  to  state  that  while  in  no 
part  of  the  field  was  the  enemy  in  greater  force  or  more  determined  in 
his  efibrts  to  gain  our  lines  than  in  the  road  in  front  of  the  rifle  pits,  lie 
was  every  time  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  Our  loss  was  3 killed  aud  2 
wounded,  including  Captain  McConnell. 

It  aflbrds  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  did 
their  duty  nobly.  The  regiment  rested  for  the  night  on  their  arms  in 
the  camp  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

Friday,  June  27,  1862.  The  line  was  formed  at 3 o’clock  a.  m.  Firing 
began  soon  after.  One  man  was  killed  and  one  wounded  while  standing 
in  line.  At  about  5 o’clock  a.  m.  I began  the  march  to  the  rear,  sup- 
porting the  Ninth  Eegiment,  which  was  deployed  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check.  The  march  was  conducted  in  excellent  order.  The  regiment 
was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  Gaines’  Hill,  by  the  directions  of 
General  McCall,  near  the  center  of  the  ground  held  by  our  forces.  At 
about  3 o’clock  x).  m.  I moved  my  command  to  the  right  of  the  line,  to 
supx^ort  batteries  there  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Immediately,  by 
direction  of  the  general,  I started  back  to  the  ground  first  occuxiied, 
when  I was  requested  by  General  Sykes  to  halt  my  regiment  and  sup- 
port one  of  his  batteries  that  was  then  seriously  endangered  and  was 
without  support.  The  regiment  here  remained  for  near  half  an  hour 
under  a sharp  fire. 

The  firing  at  this  point  slackening,  under  the  general’s  order  I moved 
down  to  the  woods  near  the  center  of  our  lines.  Here  the  eneiny,  till 
now  successfully  driven  back  and  held  at  bay,  had  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  the  Tenth  Eegiment  lay,  covering 
itself  by  lying  down  flat  ux)on  the  ground.  The  engagement  here  for 
a time  was  severe  and  desjterate.  A x>ortion  of  the  regiment* was  en- 
gaged for  full  two  hours,  and  was  driven  back  only  when  its  ammuni- 
tion was  entirely  exhausted.  The  regiment  reformed  at  the  foot  of  the 
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hill  in  the  evening,  and  at  3 o’clock  Saturday  morning  crossed  the  Chick- 
ahominy. 

On  Sunday  at  an  early  hour  the  march  was  continued  across  White 
Oak  Swamp,  with  little  interval  for  rest,  till  Monday  at  about  2 o’clock 
p.  m.  My  command  was  then  posted,  by  order  of  General  McCall,  in 
the  edge  of  a wood,  the  right  resting  near  upon  the  left  of  the  Ninth 
Kegiment,  and  in  line  of  battle  perpendicular  to  that  of  the  Ninth 
Regiment.  Companies  B and  G were  thrown  forward  to  support  a bat- 
tery situated  immediately  on  our  left.  At  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  the 
left  of  the  regiment  was  exposed  to  a raking  hre  from  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries, which  opened  on  the  batteries  immediately  on  our  left  and  front. 
I was  ordered  to  move  forward  by  General  McCall  in  person,  which  I 
did,  halting  for  several  minutes  behind  one  of  our  batteries.  Here  the 
horses  of  the  batteries  on  our  left  came  in  wild  confusion  on  my  men. 
The  enemy  were  charging  boldly  upon  the  breastworks  occui^ied  by  the 
Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  when  I charged  most 
successfully  upon  their  flank,  completely  routing  the  enemy,  killing 
large  numbers,  and  capturing  about  60  prisoners.  The  Seventeenth 
Virginia  and  Tenth  Alabama  Regiments  were  almost  wholly  annihi- 
lated by  their  extreme  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  i)risoners.  A stand 
of  American  colors,  said  to  be  that  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  Pennsylva- 
nia Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  was  rescued  and  brought  off  by  E.  E. 
Douglass,  Company  I,  Tenth  Regiment. 

A considerable  number  belonging  to  the  Tenth  Regiment  were  at 
this  time  posted  at  the  breastworks  near  the  house  on  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  were  the  last  to  leave  this  post.  The  enemy  came  up  to  close 
range  without  receiving  our  fire  under  protection  of  Union  colors. 
Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  about  70.  Several  were 
also  taken  ])risoners,  who  soon  after  made  their  escape  while  a ])anic 
raged  among  the  rebels.  About  300  were  again  rallied  behind  the  first 
woods  with  the  colors,  who,  with  others  of  the  reserve  rallied  by  Major 
Stone  and  other  officers,  were  moved  up  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner 
in  line  of  battle  to  within  about  100  yards  of  where  the  right  of  the  regi- 
ment rested  when  the  battle  began.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  here  was  very 
hot,  but  was  not  returned,  ibr  fear  of  firing  upon  parties  of  our  own  men. 

Darkness  ended  the  contest.  At  11  o’clock  ]).  in.  this  line  was  ordered 
back  to  join  the  rest  of  the  reserve  regiments.  At  2 o’clock  a.  m.  next 
morning  the  retreat  was  again  taken  up.  On  Tuesday  my  command 
was  not  brought  into  action.  On  Wednesday,  July  2,  we  nnmfiied  to 
Harrison’s  Landing,  Avhere,  after  the  dreadful  fatigues  of  the  battle- 
field, the  march  continued  almost  night  and  day  for  eight  days.  We 
rested  without  shelter  during  the  storm  of  twenty-four  hours,  almost 
as  dreadful  as  the  storm  of  battle.  On  Thursday,  the  3d  instant,  while 
standing  in  line  of  battle,  I had  one  man  wounded  by  a missile  from  a 
rocket  fired  from  a rebel  battery.  During  this  long  and  most  trying 
season  the  officers  and  men  bore  up  like  veterans. 

1 have  heretofore,  according  to  your  directions,  transmitted  to  divis- 
ion headipmrters  a nominal  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  my 
command.* 

J have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  ICIRK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Tenth  Regiment  F.  E.  V.  C. 

Captain  Clark. 


Eiiibodied  iu  revised  statement,  p.  32. 
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No.  I(!0. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  H.  Taggart,  Tivelfth  Pennsylvania  Reserves^  of  the 

battles  of  Mechanicsville^  Gaines’’  Mill.,  and  Glendale,  or  Nelson’’ s Farm 

(Frazier’s  Farm). 

ITeadquarters  Twelfth  Eegiment  P.  E.  V.  0., 

Gamp  at  Harrison’s  Landing^  Ya.,  July  5,  1862. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annexed  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  at  tlie  battle  of  Meehan- 
iesville,  on  the  26th  of  June: 

In  anticipation  of  an  attack,  rifle  pits  had  been  dug  on  the  slope  of 
the  bill  on  both  sides  of  the  Cold  Harbor  road  leading  from  Mechanics- 
ville,  which  commanded  tlie  approaches  by  the  road  in  that  direcition. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  it  was  rei)orted  tliat  the  enemy  Avere  ad- 
vancing in  force,  when  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  were  at  once 
posted  in  the  rifle  pits  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  two  companies, 
B,  Captain  Mathewson,  and  C,  Cai)tain  Gnstiu,  were  posted  at  a rifle 
pit  near  Ellison’s  grist-mill,  in  advance  on  the  right  of  the  road,  Avliicli 
commanded  the  meadow  which  lay  between  onr  position  and  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy.  Two  pieces  of  artillery  of  Cooper’s  battery,  under 
enmmaud  of  First  Lieut.  James  S.  Fullerton,  were  also  posted  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  road  over  which  the  enemy  were  ex- 
pected to  pass.  These  dispositions  made,  it  was  not  long  before  the 
(memy  appeared  in  large  force  marching  from  Mechanicsville.  Fire 
was  immediately  opened  upon  them  by  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and 
by  the  infantry  in  the  rifle  pits,  which  was  returned  with  great  spii  it 
and  determination  by  the  adAmneiug  force. 

The  battle  raged  for  an  hour  with  great  fury,  when  I discovered  that 
the  enemy  were  attempting  to  turn  our  left  flank,  two  full  regiments 
being  deployed  along  the  hill  opposite  ns  for  that  purpose,  whose  skir- 
mishers had  advanced  to  the  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  meadow  and 
were  endeavoring  to  cross  some  distance  to  onr  left.  I instantB^  com- 
municated the  fact  to  Brigadier-General  Seymour,  who  ordered  the 
Seventh  Eegiment  Pennsyh^ania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Cordis,  Colonel 
Harvey,  a battery  of  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a Massachusetts  regi- 
ment into  a position  on  our  left,  which  fortunateB^  prevented  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  movement. 

The  action  continued  until  after  dark,  lasting  some  five  hours,  during 
Avhich  we  maintained  onr  ground  and  kept  at  bay  an  OA^erwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy.  The  tiring  at  dark  closed  by  mutual  consent,  the  enemy 
occupying  the  woods  on  the  hill  fronting  our  ])Osition,  while  the  men 
under  my  command  retained  jiossession  of  the  rifle  pits,  in  which  they 
remained  during  the  night.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  liaA^e  been 
very  heavy,  as  they  were  in  full  view  of  our  infantry  and  artillery  at 
short  ];ange  while  the  action  lasted  and  in  great  force.  The  cries  of 
their  wounded  Avere  heard  plainly  all  through  the  night  from  our  posi- 
tion. 

On  the  next  morning,  27th  of  June,  haAung  orders  to  fall  back,  I 
ordered  the  rifle  pits  to  be  cleared  and  the  men  to  form  on  the  road  in 
the  rear.  The  firing  had  recommenced  in  the  morning  and  was  kept  up 
Avith  spirit  on  both  sides,  which  made  the  task  of  getting  the  men  out 
of  the  rifle  pits  a difficult  and  dangerous  one.  In  fact,  many  of  the 
men  seemed  so  determined  to  stay  that  they  either  did  not  hear  the 
order  to  fall  back  or  would  not  do  so,  and  a number  (perhaps  20)  were 
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left  beliind,  and  were  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners,  Captain 
Gustin’s  company  at  the  mill,  being  detached  from  the  regiment,  was  in 
a perilous  position,  and  in  danger  of  being  cut  off.  They  maintained 
their  position  for  nearly  an  hour  single-handed  after  my  regiment  had 
left,  and  large  bodies  of  the  enemy’s  troops  had  crossed  the  creek  and 
attempted  to  surround  them.  Captain  Gustin  finally  succeeded  in  with- 
drawing his  company  with  only  3 men  wounded.  Captain  Gustin’s  con- 
duct on  this  occasion  was  worthy  of  all  praise.  Captain  Mathewson 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  company  at  an  early  period  of  the  day. 
I regret  to  report  that  nearly  all  the  men  left  their  knapsacks  and  many 
their  haversacks  behind  them,  not  having  time  to  secure  them  before 
leaving.  We  moved  slowly  toward  Gaines’  Creek,  where  we  halted 
and  took  up  a new  i^osition,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Brigadier- 
General  McCall,  commanding  division. 

1 desire  to  mention  particularly  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  on  the  occasion.  Major  Baldy  was  active  and  energetic  in  cheer- 
ing on  the  men,  and  gallantly  exi^osed  himself  while  the  battle  lasted. 
Captains  Dannells,  Mathewson,  Gustin,  Horn,  Schelling,  Oliver,  Baker, 
Bolar,  and  Eyster  were  constantly  witli  their  men,  encouraging  them 
by  the  exhibition  of  coolness  and  bravery.  Captain  Oliver  received  a 
slight  wound  in  the  cheek,  but  continued  on  duty  till  the  battle  closed. 
Captain  Bolar  rendered  excellent  service  by  observing  with  his  field 
glass  the  effect  of  our  fire,  both  artillery  and  infantry.  The  subaltern 
and  non-commissioned  officers  are  equally  deserving  honorable  mention 
as  well  as  the  men.  All  did  their  duty  nobly. 

Adjt.  Theodore  McMurtrie,  who  was  under  fire  the  whole  time,  is 
deserving  of  honorable  mention  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  and  the 
alacrity  with  which  he  obeyed  all  orders  intrusted  to  his  charge.  Lieu- 
tenant Fullerton,  commanding  the  section  of  artillery,  displayed  great 
coolness  and  intrepidity.  He  worked  his  guns  without  intermission  for 
nearly  five  hours.  I respectfully  present  the  name  of  this  officer  to  the 
attention  of  the  general  commanding. 

The  casualties  may  be  summed  ui)  as  follows.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOUN  H.  TAGGAET, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Ttvelfth  Regiment  P.  R.  V.  C. 

Lieutenant  Bemus, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Third  Brigade,  P.  R.  V.  C. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Eegmment  P.  Jl.  Y.  C., 

Camp  at  Harrisords  Landing,  Va.,  July  5,  18G2. 

Lieutenant  : I liave  tlie  honor  to  report  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  on  the  27th  of  June,  the  regiment  under 
my  command  was  ordered  to  supiiort  a battery  of  regular  artillery  near 
the  center  of  the  field.  After  being  in  this  position  for  two  hours  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  support  Griffin’s  battery,  and  moved  to  a 
l)osition  on  the  right  of  the  field.  For  some  time  the  battery  was  not 
engaged.  I placed  my  men  under  cover  of  a hollow  slope,  or  ravine, 
where  we  rested.  During  the  afternoon  the  enemy’s  batteries  obtained 
a good  range  of  our  position,  and  we  were  subjected  to  a most  galling 
cross-fire,  by  which  we  lost  several  killed  and  wounded.  Toward  dark, 
wljen  the  batteries  were  preparing  to  leave,  I moved  the  regiment  off*  in 

’^Nominal  list  omitted  sliows  2 killed,  11  wounded,  and  5 missing. 
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tolerably  good  order  toward  the  road  leading  to  Woodbury’s  Bridge, 
over  the  Ohickahoiiiiny,  which  I crossed  after  dark,  and  bivouacked  on 
the  flats  on  the  opposite  side.  Although  not  actively  engaged,  the 
officers  and  men  were  exposed  nearly  the  whole  time  to  a heavy  Are  of 
the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  under  the  circumstances  they  behaved  with 
coolness  and  courage. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  H.  TAGGAET, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Tivelfth  F.  B.  V.  C. 

Lieut.  George  H.  Bemus, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade, 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Eegiment  P.  E.  Y.  C., 

Camii  near  Harrison’’ s Bar,  July  5,  18G2. 

Lieutenant:  I respectfully  forward  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps 
at  the  battle  of  Turkey  Creek  [Glendale] : 

On  Monday  afternoon,  June  30,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Corps, 
awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy  and  in  support  of  a battery  on  our 
right.  By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Seymour  the  position  of  two 
of  the  guns  in  the  battery  was  changed  by  moving  them  to  a hill  in 
the  rear  of  my  regiment,  and  six  companies  (A,  Cajitain  Dannells;  B, 
Captain  Mathewson;  C,  Captain  Gustin;  F,  Captain  Oliver;  H,  Captain 
Bolar,  and  K,  Captain  Eyster)  were  detached  and  posted  in  two  log 
huts  and  a breastwork  of  rails  temporarily  thrown  u])  about  200  yards 
in  advance  to  the  left,  commanding  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  while 
four  companies  (D,  Captain  Horn;  E,  Captain  Schelling;  G,  Lieut.  W. 
W.  Arnold  commanding,  and  I,  Captain  Baker)  were  posted  in  rear  of 
the  two  pieces  of  artilleiy.  I had  just  succeeded  in  posting  the  com- 
])anies  in  the  log  huts  and  breastwork  when  a heavy  fire  was  opened 
upon  us  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  his  forces  advanced  in  heavy 
columns  from  the  direction  of  the  road  in  front.  One  column  of  the 
enemy  attempted  to  surround  the  men  in  the  breastwork  and  log  lints 
by  advancing  in  the  rear  toward  a ravine.  The  officers  and  men  main- 
tained their  position  and  fired  three  volleys  at  the  advancing  toe,  which 
failed  to  check  his  progress.  Seeing  that  they  were  about  to  be  sur- 
rounded the  men  retired  from  the  log  huts,  but  not  until  after  losing 
several  of  their  number.  Captain  Dannells,  of  Company  A,  was  wounded 
in  the  side  at  this  time.  The  position  was  untenable  from  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  artillery  which  the  enemy  poured  upon  it.  As  a number 
of  men  in  these  works  have  been  missing  since  the  battle  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  here  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners. 

The  enemy  now  advanced  in  force  upon  the  two-gun  battery,  pouring 
a continuous  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  upon  the  position,  which 
compelled  its  evacuation.  Here  Lieut.  W.  W.  Arnold,  commanding 
Company  G,  was  killed  while  gallantly  cheering  on  his  men.  Capt. 
Thomas  D.  Horn,  of  Company  D,  was  also  Avounded  here.  Captain 
Horn  was  taken  to  the  rear,  but  we  were  unable  to  carry  aAvay  the  body 
of  Lieutenant  Arnold.  A portion  of  the  regiment  was  rallied  after  this 
by  myself  and  Major  Baldy,  and  a number  of  the  men  joined  other  regi- 

* Nominal  list  omitted  shows  5 killed,  13  wounded,  and  8 missing. 
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meuts  near  the  front  and  did  good  service  while  the  action  lasted.  At 
midnight  I marched  the  regiment  toward  Ship  Point,  where  we  halted 
and  remained  all  next  day,  July  1.  During  the  action  that  day  Ave 
were  kept  in  reserve  under  arms  with  the  Third  Brigade,  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

The  casualties  in  this  action  are  as  follows.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  TAGGART, 

Colonel j Coynmanding  Twelfth  Regiynent  P.  R.  V.  C. 

I desire  further  to  mention  that  First  Lieut.  Chill  C.  W.  Hazzard,  of 
Company  F,  rallied  about  40  men  near  our  first  position,  and,  falling  in 
with  a Massachusetts  regiment,  did  good  service.  First  Lieut.  William 
H.  Weaver,  of  Company  D,  also  rallied  a party  of  men  from  difterent 
regiments,  and  took  part  with  another  regiment  under  fire. 

JOHN  H.  TAGGART, 

Colonel^  Coniynanding  Tivelfth  Regwieyit  P.  R.  V.  C. 

Lieut.  George  H.  Bemus, 

Assistant  Adjutcmt-Generalj  Third  Brigade^  P.  R.  V.  C. 


No.  167. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Franhlin^  U.  R.  Amny^  coynmayiding 
Sii’th  CoypSy  of  operations  June  21 -July  2,  including  the  actions  at  Gar- 
netVs  and  Goldiiufs  Faryns,  eyigagemeyit  at  White  OaJc  Swayyip  Bridge^ 
and  battle  of  Malveryi  Hill. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing^  Fa.,  July  17,  1862. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
actions  of  the  corps  under  my  command  between  June  27  last  and 
the  time  of  its  arrival  at  this  place: 

On  June  26  my  command  was  stationed  as  follows,  auz:  Slocum’s 
division  was  in  reserve,  encamped  on  the  Courtney  Clearing  j Smith’s 
division  held  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  at  Golding’s,  picketing  the 
wood  in  rear  of  Garnett’s  house,  Slocum’s  division  i)icketing  to  his  left 
and  joining  on  the  left  the  pickets  of  Sumner’s  corps.  The  First  Regi- 
ment of  Ncav  York  Cavalry  was  in  reserve. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June  a redoubt  was  throAvn  up  on 
the  crest  of  the  Avheat  field  in  front  of  Smith’s  division.  By  daylight 
in  the  morning  it  was  rendered  defensible.  The  enemy  made  no  attempt 
to  interrupt  the  work. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June  I was  ordered  to  send  General 
Slocum’s  division  to  the  east  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  to  rejiort  to 
General  F.  J.  Porter.  After  the  division  was  put  in  motion  and  had 
partially  crossed  the  order  Avas  countermanded,  and  the  division  returned 
to  camp.  The  order  was  reiterated  about  2 o’clock,  and  the  division 
crossed  the  river  by  Alexander’s  Bridge,  and  very  soon  became  scAwely 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  A report  of  its  engagement  has  been  made 
by  General  Slocum  to  General  Porter.  Its  loss  was  very  severe.  Gen- 
eral Smitli’s  force  had  been  increased  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
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June  by  five  reserve  batteries,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty,  live 
30-])ounder  Parrott  guns,  and  five  LJ-incb  siege  guns. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  motion  early  in  the  morning, 
but  no  attack  was  made  until  about  10.30  a.  m.,  »when  his  artillery 
opened  upon  curs  from  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  Garnett’s  house.  The 
cannonading  was  exceedingly  severe  for  about  an  hour,  when  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  Very  little  harm  was  done  by  the  fire.  Demonstrations 
were  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  day,  and  our  artillery  fired  at 
forces  of  infantry  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  were  moving 
against  General  F.  J.  Porter.  This  fire  was  very  effective,  and  forced 
the  enemy  to  move  toward  our  right  instead  of  keeping  along  the 
valley  of  the  river. 

About  6.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  again  opened  a very  heavy  artillery  fire, 
shelling  the  camps  and  artillery,  but,  as  in  the  morning,  doing  very 
little  damage.  This  fire  lasted  nearly  an  hour. 

About  sundown  a severe  infantry  attack  was  made  upon  General 
Hancock,  who  with  his  brigade  held  the  i)icket  line.  The  fight  lasted 
about  forty-five  minutes,  when  the  enemy  retired,  not  having  been  able 
to  gain  an  inch  of  ground.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buck,  Second  New  Jer- 
sey Regiment,  who  commanded  the  pickets  of  Slocum’s  division,  fought 
them  with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  from  in  front  of  his  posi- 
tion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June,  finding  the  enemy  in  great  force 
at  Garnett’s,  a new  battery  in  the  valley  of  the  river  and  a battery  of 
heavy  guns  at  Gaines’  Hill,  I withdrew  all  the  force  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood  inclosing  Golding’s  farm,  Slocum’s  division  on  the  right  of  the 
road  and  Smith’s  on  the  left  connecting  with  General  Sumner’s  line. 
We  Avere  severely  shelled  from  all  of  tlieir  batteries  just  before  the 
movement  commenced  and  Avhile  it  Avas  going  on.  Just  after  the 
movement  was  completed  tAVO  Georgia  regiments  made  an  attack  upon 
the  i^ickets.  They  Avere  handsomely  repulsed  with  great  loss  with  the 
help  of  Captain  Mott’s  battery.  A colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
about  20  priAmtes  were  taken  by  our  troops. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  J une  I was  ordered  by  the  commanding 
general  to  move  my  command  as  folloAvs,  \fiz:  Slocum’s  division  to 
SaA^age  Station,  in  reserA^e;  Smith’s  division  to  a point  near  the  Chick- 
ahominy  between  the  river  and  Savage  Station,  joining  on  the  right 
with  Mc(3all’s  division  and  on  the  left  with  Sumner’s  corps.  General 
Slocum  arrived  at  Savage  Station  at  an  early  hour,  and  Avas  directed 
by  the  commanding  general  to  cross  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  General 
Smith’s  division  arriA^ed  at  its  position  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning. 
I immediately  sent  out  cavalry  to  communicate  Avith  General  Sumner 
and  General  McCall,  but  could  hear  nothing  of  either  of  them.  A stafl:’ 
officer  of  General  Sumner  informed  me,  however,  that  he  was  some 
distance  in  Ifont  of  the  position  in  Avhich  1 understood  that  he  was  to 
liaA^e  been,  and  that  his  right  was  quite  a mile  from  my  left.  After 
holding  the  position  for  two  hours  or  more,  finding  that  the  enemy 
Avas  Avarmly  engaged  with  General  Sumner,  was  crossing  in  force  by  a 
bridge  nearly  in  my  front,  and  that  I Avas  uni)rotected  on  both  flanks, 
I directed  General  Smith  to  fall  back  upon  Savage  Station.  There 
I sent  Avord  to  General  Sumner,  advising  him  to  fall  back  to  the  same 
point.  He  immediately  marched  there  Avith  his  full  force.  I under- 
stood that  General  Hein tzel man  Avas  Avith  his  force  to  occupy  the  same 
l)oinl  , but  he  proceeded  directly  across  White  Oak  SAvamp. 

About  4 o’clock  the  signal  officers  reported  the  enemy  advancing  on 
the  railroad  Avith  infantry  and  artillery.  While  General  Sumner  was 
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engaged  in  foriniug  liis  lines  to  repel  the  anticipated  advance  of  th(‘, 
enemy  we  were  ojiened  upon  by  two  field  pieces  from  the  open  ground 
near  the  right  and  rear  of  the  clearing.  About  the  same  time  a large 
rifled  gun  opened  on  the  railroad.  The  infantry  of  General  Sumner’s 
corps  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  wood  at  the  rear  of  tlie  opening.  After 
a severe  contest,  which  lasted  until  after  dark,  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  position  in  the  woods. 

General  Smith’s  division  was  about  a mile  in  rear  of  Savage  Station 
when  the  engagement  commenced.  It  was  immediately  recalled,  and 
General  Brooks’  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  woods  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  position.  Here  it  engaged  a force  of  the  enemy  until  alter 
dark,  rex)elling  it  and  driving  it  back.  General  Brooks  was  wounded 
in  the  leg. 

General  Hancock’s  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  wood  to  the  right 
and  front  to  repel  an  anticipated  attack  there,  but  was  not  engaged. 

Immediately  after  the  repulse  of  the  enem}’  the  whole  force  retreated 
across  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  General  Smith’s  division  arrived  at  its 
position  about  4 o’clock. 

During  the  morning  of  June  30  I posted  General  Slocum’s  division 
on  the  right  of  the  Charles  City  road  bj^  order  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. About  noon  I was  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  assume 
command  at  the  position  guarding  the  crossing  of  the  swamp,  and  re- 
l)aired  there  at  once.  I found  that  a terrific  cannonade  had  been  opened 
by  the  enemy  upon  the  divisions  of  General  Smith  and  General  Eich- 
ardson  and  the  brigade  of  General  ISTaglee.  The  two  latter  had  been 
l)laced  under  my  command  by  the  commanding  general.  The  casual- 
ties in  General  Eichardson’s  division  were  quite  numerous,  but  I have 
received  no  report  of  the  action  from  him.  In  General  Smith’s  division 
and  General  Naglee’s  brigade  the  number  lost  was  insignificant. 

The  enemy  kept  up  the  firing  during  theAvhole  day  and  crossed  some 
inlantry  below  our  position,  but  he  made  no  very  serious  attempt  to 
cross  during  the  day,  and  contented  himself  with  the  cannonading  and 
the  firing  of  his  sharpshooters. 

Night-fall  having  arrived,  and  the  wagons  having  all  disappeared,  I 
took  the  responsibility  of  moving  my  command  to  the  James  Eiver  by 
a road  to  the  left  wiiich  had  not  been  much  used,  and  arrived  at  head- 
(piarters  safely  about  daylight.  I previously  informed  General  Heint- 
zelman  of  my  determination. 

On  July  1 the  two  divisions  of  my  command  were  posted  toward  the 
right  of  the  posi  tio7i  near  Turkey  Creek.  They  held  this  position  during 
the  day  and  part  of  the  night,  and,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the 
commanding  general,  moved  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  arriving  there  early  in 
the  morning. 

On  July  - 1 moved  my  command  to  the  position  it  now  holds. 

Too  much  ])raise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  com- 
mand for  the  fortitude  and  courage  shown  by  them  in  the  fatiguing  and 
disti’essing  marches  made  in  the  interval  b(dween  June  27  and  July  2. 
In  General  Smith’s  division  every  march  was  made  at  night.  In  Gen- 
eral Slocum’s  it  was  nearly  as  severe.  The  nervous  excitement  of  be- 
ing under  fire  every  day  for  iiearG"  a Aveek,  often  without  the  opportu- 
nity of  returning  the  fire,  has  caused  a prostration  from  Avhich  in  many 
cases  the  men  have  not  yet  recovered. 

I think  that  all  of  the  general  officers  of  the  two  dh  isions  deserve 
to  be  made  maior-generals,  and  1 hope  that  they  will  be  so  made. 

Colonel  Pratt,  Colonel  Bartlett,  and  Colonel  Matheson  deserve  to  be 
made  brigadier-generals. 
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To  tlie  members  of  my  staff,  Capts.  Eicliard  Arnold,  inspeetor-gen- 
eral;  E.  Sparrow  Purdy,  assistant  adjutant-general;  McMahon,  aide- 
de-cani])  to  the  commanding  general;  Lieut.  I.  J.  Baker,  aide-de-camp; 
Lieut.  J.  0.  Jackson,  aide-de-camp,  and  Oapt.  W.  H.  Philip,  aide-de- 
(*amp,  who  were  with  me  during  the  march,  and  who  bravely  carried 
orders  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  I owe  sincere  thanks. 
They  all  deserve  promotion,  and  will,  I hope,  obtain  it.  Surg.  J.  B. 
Brown,  medical  director;  Lieut.  C.  W.  Tolies,  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master, and  Lieut.  J.  Hoif,  ordnance  officer,  efficiently  performed  their 
appropriate  duties,  and  I thank  them  for  their  energy  and  persever- 
ance. 

I inclose  with  this  the  rejiorts  of  such  subordinate  commanders  as 
have  come  in.  I respectfully  refer  to  them  for  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  have  distinguished  themselves. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FRANKLY, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Sixth  provisional  Arnuj  Corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Army  of  the  Fotomac. 


No.  108. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill,  action  at  Brackett’s,  and  battles  of 
Glendale  {Frazier’s  Farm)  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Hdqes.  First  Division,  Sixth  Provisional  Corps, 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.,  July  8,  1802. 
Sir  : On  the  27th  of  June  last,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from 
General  Franklin,  I ordered  the  brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Newton  to  cross  Alexander’s  Bridge  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Chickahominy  to  the  siiiiport  of  General  Porter.  The  order  was  re- 
ceived at  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  and  the  brigade  immediately  moved  in  light 
marching  order.  At  2.30  p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  cross  at  the  same  point 
with  the  remainder  of  my  division.  The  movement  was  executed  at 
once,  and  General  Taylor’s  brigade  crossed  at  about  3 p.  m.,  followed 
by  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Bartlett. 

On  my  arrival  near  the  field  I was  met  by  a member  of  General 
Porter’s  staff,  who  directed  me  to  jilace  one  brigade  near  the  right  of 
the  line  of  battle  and  another  on  the  left  of  the  first  brigade.  General 
Newton’s  brigade  was  at  once  formed  in  two  lines,  of  two  regiments 
each,  the  first  line  deployed,  the  second  in  double  column,  and  moved 
to  the  point  designated,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Upton’s  battery 
(D),  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 

This  brigade  was  subsequently^  by  order  of  General  Porter,  directed 
to  enter  the  woods  in  front  of  them,  two  regiments  at  one  point  and 
two  at  another.  The  Thirty-first  New  York  and  Ninety-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania, under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Newton,  stormed  the 
woods,  which  Avere  then  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  very  strong  force, 
and  maintained  their  iiosition  more  than  two  hours  under  a most  gall- 
ing fire  and  against  greatly  superior  numbers.  The  other  two  regi- 
ments of  this  brigade,  the  Eighteenth  and  Thirty -second  New  York, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Roderick  Matheson,  of  the  latter  regiment. 
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occupied  a position  on  an  eminence  near  the  woods  occupied  by  Gen- 
eral ISTewton  until  nearly  all  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  retire  to  a i)osition  in  rear,  where  a new  line  was 
formed. 

The  New  Jersey  brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Tay-  - 
lor,  on  its  arrival  on  the  held  was  formed  in  the  same  order  as  that 
of  General  Newton,  and  on  arriving  near  the  line  of  battle  its  regi- 
ments were  ordered  into  the  woods.  The  Fourth  New  Jersey,  under 
command  of  Col.  J.  H.  Simpson,  was  detached  from  the  brigade  and 
ordered  to  an  advanced  position  in  the  woods,  where,  cut  off  from  the 
rest  of  our  troops,  the  greater  iiortion  of  it,  together  with  its  gallant 
colonel  and  all  of  its  officers  except  those  who  had  already  fallen,  were 
taken  iirisoners.  The  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade  maintained 
the  positions  assigned  them  until  their  ammunition  was  expended  and 
our  entire  line  withdrawn.  This  brigade  was  accompanied  by  and  sup- 
ported Hexamer’s  battery  (A),  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Artillery. 

Having  received  no  specific  directions  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
remaining  brigade,  under  command  of  Gol.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett,  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  New  York,  I directed  Colonel  Bartlett  to  take  position 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  near  the  new  road  leading  through  the 
valley  from  Doctor  Gaines’  house  to  Alexander’s  Bridge.  On  approach- 
ing the  point  indicated  Colonel  Bartlett  found  our  troops  engaged  to  the 
right  of  bis  position,  and  immediately  moved  his  brigade  to  their  sup- 
port. He  was  subsequently  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line  to  support 
General  Sykes,  whose  troops,  fatigued  by  the  long  contest  of  this  and 
the  previous  day,  were  nearly  overpowered  by  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  the  enemy.  Porter’s  battery  (A)  of  the  First  Massachusetts 
Artillery,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Colonel  Bartlett,  and  re- 
mained with  his  brigade  during  the  day. 

For  detailed  accounts  ot  the  operations  of  the  several  brigades  of 
my  command  I would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  inclosed.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  reports  that  not  only  were  the  brigades  of  the  division 
separated  from  each  other,  but  that  in  at  least  two  instances  was  the 
brigade  organization  broken  up  and  regiments  detached  to  hold  isolated 
positions  in  the  woods.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  division  I have  only  to  say  that  the  division  entered  the  field  8,000 
strong,  and  that  the  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  amounts  in 
the  aggregate  to  2,021.  These  lists  attest  the  devotion  and  heroism  of 
officers  and  men.  Notwithstanding  this  fearful  loss  (including  as  it 
does  many  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers  of  the  division)  all  the  reg- 
iments left  the  field  in  good  order,  and  returned  to  their  camps  in  the 
same  compact  and  orderly  manner  that  characterized  their  march  to  the 
scene  of  conflict. 

The  brigade  commanders.  Generals  Newton  and  Taylor  and  Colonel 
Bartlett,  are  each  entitled  to  the  greatest  praise,  not  only  for  their  heroic 
conduct  on  the  field,  but  for  their  untiring  efforts  after  the  close  of  the 
action  in  bringing  off  the  wounded  and  in  maintaining  order  and  stead- 
iness amid  the  prevalent  confusion. 

The  loss  of  the  division  in  officers  was  particularly  severe,  not  only 
in  numbers,  but  in  the  character  of  those  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel 
Tucker  and  Major  Byerson,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Heath,  oi*  the  Fifth  Ylaine,  were  killed  while  gallantly  dis- 
charging their  duty.  Their  loss  is  deeply  felt  in  their  regiments  and 
throughout  the  division,  and  will  be  lamented  by  a wide  circle  of  friends. 
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Colonel  Gosline  and  Major  Hiibbs,  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York,  were  mor- 
tally wounded  while  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  have  since  died. 
Colonel  Howland,  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York;.  Colonel  Pratt,  of  the 
Thirty-first  New  York ; Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  Fifth  Maine;  Major 
Gardiner,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  New  York,  and  Major  Hatfield,  of  the 
First  New  Jersey,  were  so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  rendered  unfit 
for  duty. 

Over  the  fate  of  Colonel  Simpson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch,  and 
Major  Birney,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  hangs 
a painful  uncertainty.  They  either  rest  in  a soldier’s  grave  or  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Of  the  many  other  officers  of  less  rank — the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers — I cannot  here  speak  in  detail.  Like  soldiers  and  like  men 
they  performed  their  duty  and  met  their  fate,  and  a grateful  country 
will  long  bear  them  and  the  thousand  nameless  heroes  of  this  conflict, 
who  have  offered  up  their  lives  at  the  nation’s  shrine^  in  lasting  and 
honored  remembrance. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Brig.  Gen.  Vols.,  Comdg.  First  Division.,  Sixth  Corps. 

Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Provisional  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Sixth  Proy.  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  Harrison^ s Landing,  Va.,  July  10,  18(32. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  division  under  my  command  from  the  close  of  the  battle 
of  Gaines’  Hill,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  until  its  arrival  at  its  present  posi- 
tion : 

The  division  returned  from  the  field  of  battle  at  Gaines’  Hill  at 
about  11  p.  m.,  leaving  on  the  field  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
one  half  of  its  regimental  commanders,  about  one-fourth  of  all  the 
other  officers,  and  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  who  had  so  recently  crossed  the  river  to  the  support  of 
General  Porter.  The  men,  weary  with  the  labors  and  excitement  of 
the  day,  were  allowed  but  little  rest.  Early  the  following  morning 
their  camps  at  Courtney’s  were  changed  to  a position  where  they  could 
be  better  sheltered  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  planted  at 
Garnett’s  and  Gaines’  Hills.  The  same  evening  (the  28th)  orders 
were  received  by  me  to  move  the  division  to  Savage  Station,  there 
to  await  further  orders.  The  movement  commenced  at  11  p.  m.,  but 
was  so  delayed  at  Trent’s  Hill  by  the  passage  of  other  troops  that 
the  division  did  not  arrive  at  Savage’s  until  about  5 a.  m.  on  Sunday, 
the  29th. 

At  this  place  I received  orders  from  General  McClellan  in  person  to 
move  the  division  across  the  White  Oak  Swamp.  We  crossed  at  2 p.*  m., 
and  at  5 p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  proceed  to  a point  on  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  about  IJ  miles  beyond  the  swamp,  to  relieve  the  divisions  of  Gen- 
erals Couch  and  Peck,  both  of  whom  were  under  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  James  Eiver  on  the  arrival  of  my  command.  The  division  reached 
this  point  at  7 p.  m.,  and  fully  one-half  the  effective  force  was  imme- 
diately sent  out  on  picket  duty  for  the  night.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing I took  position  on  the  Charles  City  road,  about  1 mile  from  its 
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junction  witli  the  Long  Bridge  road  and  about  an  equal  distance  from 
Brackett’s  Ford. 

In  anticipation  of  an  attack  by  a force  said  to  be  approaching  on  the 
Charles  City  road  this  road  was  blockaded  as  thorouglily  as  possible. 
Soon  after  our  arrival  our  line  of  battle  was  established,  and  Upton’s 
battery  (D),  Second  Artillery,  and  Porter’s  and  Hexamer’s  Volunteer 
batteries  placed  in  position.  The  infantry  necessary  to  support  the 
artillery  was  posted  on  the  flanks  of  the  batteries,  and  the  balance  so 
disposed  as  to  be  entirely  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artil- 
lery. The  bridge  near  Brackett’s  Ford  was  destroyed  by  our  troops  im- 
mediately after  our  arrival,  and  an  infantry  force,  with  one  12-pounder 
howitzer  of  Hexamer’s  battery,  placed  to  defend  the  position.  At  10 
o’clock  the  enemy  appeared  at  this  point  and  attempted  a reconstruc- 
tion of  the  bridge,  but  were  repulsed. 

At  11  a.  m.  our  pickets  on  the  Charles  City  road  were  driven  in  and 
the  enemy  immediately  appeared  in  force  in  a large  open  field  in  our 
front,  their  position  being  partially  screened  from  our  view  by  a narrow 
belt  of  Avoodland.  They  opened  fire  from  two  batteries,  which  was  at 
once  replied  to  by  Porter’s  and  Upton’s  batteries  and  two  pieces  of 
Hexamer’s  battery.  Our  artillery,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  pieces 
of  Hexamer’s  battery,  was  exceedingly  well  served. 

About  this  time  a large  body  of  infantry  and  some  artillery  which 
had  approached  our  lines  by  the  Charles  City  road  moved  to  our  left, 
and  were  brought  against  the  troops  of  Generals  Kearny  and  McCall. 
The  artillery  fire  was  continued  by  the  enemy  in  our  front  until  nearly 
dark,  but  our  troops  were  so  well  covered  1 hat  we  suffered  but  few  casu- 
alties, our  total  loss  not  exceeding  25  in  killed  and  wounded. 

At  7 o’clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  left  of  our  line,  held  by 
General  Heintzelman,  was  severely  pressed,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
in  our  front  having  ceased,  I ordered  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Bartlett  to 
move  to  the  front  and  gain  possession,  if  possible,  of  the  field  on  which 
the  enemy  first  appeared.  As  soon  as  his  brigade  moved  down  the 
road  leading  to  this  position  a strong  force  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
appeared,  drawn  up  in  line  a short  distance  beyond  a creek  separating 
our  position  from  that  held  by  the  enemy.  Upton’s  battery  of  light 
12-pounders  was  at  once  moved  to  the  front  and  a very  efiective  fire 
of  canister  opened  upon  them,  which  caused  their  well-formed  lines  to 
disappear. 

At  this  time  General  Heintzelman  arrived  on  the  field,  and  at  his 
suggestion  I ordered  the  First  Kew  Jersey  Brigade,  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  Taylor,  to  the  support  of  General  Kearny.  Under  the 
circumstances  1 deemed  it  imprudent  to  attempt  an  advance. 

Our  position  during  the  entire  day  was  defended  mainly  by  our  artil- 
lery, which  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  was  most  admirabl}^  served. 
Of  Upton’s  battery  (D),  Second  Artillery,  and  Porter’s  battery  (A),  First 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Artillery,  1 cannot  speak  too  highly.  The 
officers  and  men  of  both  these  batteries  have  on  all  occasions  manifested 
that  coolness  and  bravery  so  necessary  to  this  branch  of  the  service. 
Hexamer’s  battery  has  usually  been  well  served,  but  on  this  occasion 
the  two  pieces  under  command  of  a lieutenant  (since  resigned)  were 
poorly  handled,  and  proved  of  but  little  assistance.  Captain  He  Kussy’s 
battery,  of  the  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Captain  Kandolph’s  Volunteer  bat- 
tery were  in  position  on  our  line  during  a portion  of  the  day,  and  did 
good  execution.  To  Capt.  E.  K.  Platt,  chief  of  artillery,  I am  greatly 
indebted,  not  only  for  his  services  during  both  the  recent  engagements, 
but  for  his  unceasing  care  and  vigilance  on  the  march.  The  fire  on  our 
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left  was  coiitiimetl  until  a late  hour  in  the  evening,  and  at  times  the 
shells  and  even  musket  balls  from  the  enemy  fell  in  the  road  directly 
in  rear  of  our  position. 

At  9 p.  m.,  having  expended  nearly  all  our  ammunition  and  being 
entirely^  destitute  of  rations,  I sent  a staff  officer  to  general  headquar- 
ters to  report  our  condition.  At  11  p.  m.,  having  obtained  ])ermission 
of  General  Heintzelman,  I moved  the  division  to  Malvern  Hill.  We 
arrived  at  this  point  at  daylight,  and  at  9 a.  m.  the  2d  instant  moved 
to  a position  on  the  right  of  our  line.  From  the  time  of  our  arrival 
until  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  on  this  day"  the  men  were 
employed  in  constructing  abatis  and  otherwise  strengthening  our  posi- 
tion. During  the  engagement  on  our  left  the  division  was  under  arms. 

At  11  p.  m.  orders  were  received  to  move  to  our  present  position, 
where  we  arrived  at  day  light  on  the  3d  instant.  During  this  entire 
week  the  troops  were  allowed  scarcely  an  hour  of  undisturbed  rest 
either  by-  night  or  day",  yet  the  division  marched  into  its  present  camp 
in  good  order,  leaving  very  few  stragglers,  and  without  the  loss  of  any 
arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  v/agons,  and  with  a cheerfulness  pre- 
vailing among  the  soldiers  as  well  as  officers  which  to  me  was  as  aston- 
ishing as  it  w"as  gratify  in  g. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  brigade  commanders.  Generals  New  ton 
and  Taylor  and  Colonel  Bartlett,  for  their  vigilance  and  untiring  efforts 
on  the  field  as  well  as  on  our  night  marches.  They"  were  constantly 
with  their  commands,  cheering  them  by  noble  example  as  well  as 
words. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff'.  Captain  liodgers,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Captain  Hopkins,  quartermaster;  Captain  Sturdevant,  com- 
nn'ssary  of  subsistence;  lieutenants  Wead,  Shannon,  ami  Gnindon, 
aides,  and  Surgeon  Burr,  I am  greatly  indebted.  They  were  w"ith  me 
during  the  entire  week,  and  proved  very  efficient  in  the  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully",  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  VV.  SLOCUM, 

Brigadier- Ge7ieral  Volunteers^  Co7nma7iding. 

Capt.  E.  Sparrow  Purdy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


No.  109. 

Report  of  Capt.  Willi a^n  Hexamer^  Battery  A,  New  Jersey  Light  Artillery^ 
of  the  battle  of  Gaines'’  Mill. 

Camp  near  James  Eiver, 

July  8,  1862. 

Sir  : On  your  request  T submit  to  you  the  following  report  concern- 
ing the  action  of  my  battery  on  Gaines’  farm  on  June  27,  1862: 

At  about  3 o’clock  p.  m.  I marched  with  the  division  I belong  to  from 
the  camp  in  front  of  Eichmond  across  the  Chickahominy.  As  soon  as 
w"e  arrived  on  the  first  hill,  on  the  left  of  the  Chickahominy,  I was  de- 
tailed to  your  brigade.  You  ordered  me  to  march  on  the  right  flank  of 
your  brigade,  which  w^as  draw-n  up  in  line  of  battle.  In  compliance 
With  this  order  I marched  my^  battery  to  the  front  until  I reached  an 
open  field  about  200  yards  from  the  w"oods,  in  which  a severe  fight  be- 
tween infantry  was  going  on. 


Chap.  XXIIL]  SEVEN-DAYS’  BATTLES.  457 

After  half  an  hour’s  rest,  during  which  time  the  musket  balls  of  tlie 
enemy  reached  us  in  great  number,  I received  order  by  Adjutant  Join- 
ville  from  General  Porter  to  advance  50  yards  toward  the  woods  and 
open  fire  at  1,  400 yards’  distance,  where  the  rebels  were  supposed  to  be  in 
line.  We  threw  about  30  rounds,  when  the  musket  fire  in  our  front 
ceased,  and  I received  order  by  the  same  adjutant  to  discontinue  firing,. 
We  were  kept  in  rest  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  at  once  the  firing 
in  our  front  and  all  along  the  woods  commenced  again,  and  raged  for 
about  half  an  hour  with  the  greatest  fury.  The  musketry  came  nearer 
to  us  every  moment,  and  finally  our  infantry  left  the  woods,  followed 
up  closely  by  the  enemy. 

Now  I received  your  order  to  open  fire  with  spherical  case  and  can- 
ister, which  order  was  complied  with.  The  same  line  with  me,  the 
battery  on  my  left,  opened  fire,  and  after  about  fifteen  minutes’  firing 
we  had  silenced  entirely  the  musket  fire  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  us. 
The  smoke  of  powder  rendered  it  quite  imi)0ssible  to  observe  any  move- 
ments of  the  rebels,  and  suddenly  we  received  a volley  of  musketry 
from  our  left,  followed  by  a perpetual  firing  of  the  infantry  upon  us, 
which  had  already  advanced  into  the  battery  on  the  left  of  us,  taking 
the  same  with  the  bayonet.  Not  being  supported,  I found  it  necessary 
to  limber  and  to  retire  to  the  next  hill  in  front  of  our  i>osition.  One 
driver  of  the  left  section  was  shot  down  ; 2 horses  of  the  same  piece, 
3 of  the  caisson  horses,  and  1 sergeant’s  horse  were  disabled.  The 
piece  of  which  the  horses  were  shot  could  not  be  brought  forward  and 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  took  possession  of  it  immediately 
after  we  had  left.  Besides  the  wounded  driver,  4 other  men  were 
wounded. 

Arrived  on  the  aforementioned  hill,  General  Slocum  ordered  me  to 
go  into  battery  and  fire  to  the  rear,  which  was  done,  answering  the  fire 
of  a rebel  battery  brought  into  action  about  1,000  yards  from  us.  We 
continued  firing  until  the  battery  opposite  us  ceased,  and  at  11  o’clock 
p.  m.  I received  orders  to  return  to  camp. 

We  have  fired  during  the  day  165  rounds  of  spherical  case-shot  and 
shells.  The  whole  day  my  men  stood  well  to  their  work,  notwithstand- 
ing we  were  for  hours  under  the  heaviest  musket  and  cannon  fire, 
maneuvering,  loading,  and  firing  quite  without . excitement,  as  if  they 
were  drilling  on  the  parade  ground.  The  shells  and  shrapnels  exploded 
well,  and  have  done,  beyond  doubt,  great  execution  amongst  the  crowds 
of  rebels  which  had  advanced  upon  us  to  a close  distance. 

I remain,  general,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  HEXAMER, 

Captain^  Battery  A,  Neio  Jersey  Light  Artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Taylor,  Comdg.  First  Neiv  Jersey  Brigade. 


No.  170. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Taylor TJ.  S.  Army^  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Camp  on  James  River,  July  4,  1862. 
Sir:  My  command,  by  the  order  of  General  Slocum,  left  our  in- 
trenched camp  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  on  Friday 
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afternoon,  the  27th  of  June,  and  crossed  the  said  stream  by  the  Wood- 
bury Bridge.  The  battle  begun  the  day  previous  had  been  renewed 
near  Gaines’  farm,  where  we  arrived  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  I imme- 
diately formed  my  brigade  in  two  lines,  the  Third  and  Fourth  Eegi- 
ments  in  front  and  the  First  and  Second  Eegiments  in  the  second  line. 

My  line  was  scarcely  formed  when  the  Third  Eegiment,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Brown,  was  ordered  to  advance  forward 
into  the  woods,  where  a fierce  combat  was  raging.  Colonel  Brown  im- 
mediately formed  his  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  led  it  into  the  woods, 
and  began  a rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy.  As  this  was  the  first  of  my 
regiments  engaged,  I will  complete  my  report  of  it  by  saying  that  they 
continued  the  fight  in  the  woods  until  the  close  of  the  action.  They 
were  all  the  time  under  a galling  fire,  often  a cross-fire,  but  maintained 
their  ground  until  near  sunset,  when  the  whole  line  fell  back.  They 
had  at  this  time  expended  (a  large  majority  of  the  men)  their  last  car- 
tridge— 60  rounds  to  the  man.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  this  regi- 
ment bore  itself  most  heroically  throughout  the  entire  action.  Their 
conduct  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  With  their  comrades  falling 
around  they  stood  up  like  a wall  of  iron,  losing  over  one-third  of  their 
number,  and  gave  not  an  inch  of  ground  until  their  ammunition  was 
expended  and  the  retrograde  movement  became  general.  They  were 
under  this  fire  one  hour  and  a half. 

The  First  Eegiment  entered  the  woods  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
Third,  and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  action.  Colonel  Torbert 
being  unwell,  the  regiment  was  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllister, 
and  well  sustained  by  his  presence  and  courage.  I should,  however, 
say  that  Colonel  Torbert,  though  suffering  from  low  fever,  followed  us 
to  the  field  and  was  present.  I take  great  pleasure  in  saying — for  both 
these  regiments  fought  under  my  own  eye — that  the  First  Eegiment 
showed  the  same  indomitable  courage  as  the  Third  Eegiment,  exposing 
themselves  to  the  leaden  hail  of  an  often  unseen  foe,  advancing  with 
the  Third  Eegiment,  and  stood  steadily  under  a most  galling  fire  until 
the  close  of  the  action.  Their  loss  was,  enlisted  men  killed,  20; 
wounded,  80;  missing,  57.  The  loss  of  commissioned  officers  was  1 
killed,  4 wounded,  and  1 missing;  making  a total  of  163.* 

I have  now  to  speak  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Eegiments,  the  first 
of  which,  under  Colonel  Tucker,  numbered  only  four  companies,  the 
other  six  being  on  duty  in  the  field  works  at  Camp  Lincoln,  left  behind 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buck. 

While  absent  to  the  front  these  four  companies,  by  order  of  General 
Porter  and  without  my  knowledge,  were  sent  into  the  words,  suffering 
a most  galling  fire.  Their  loss  was,  enlisted  men  killed,  12 ; wounded, 
45;  missing,  40;  making  a total  of  97  enlisted  men.*  I also  regret  to 
record  the  death  of  Col.  I.  M.  Tucker,  and  probably  Major  Eyerson,  both 
of  whom  were  left  upon  the  field;  also  Captain  Danforth,  mortally 
wounded,  and  Lieutenants  Blewett,  Eoot,  and  Bogert,  severely,  and 
Lieutenant  Callan,  missing.  They,  however,  sustained  themselves  most 
gallantly,  and  proved  their  courage  against  superior  numbers. 

The  fate  of  the  Fourth  Eegiment,  Colonel  Simpson — one  of  my  most 
efficient  regiments  as  regards  officers  and  men — was  most  painful.  At 
the  moment  when  victory  seemed  wavering  in  the  balance  an  aide  of 
General  McClellan  took  them  from  my  command  and  ordered  them 
into  the  woods.  All  the  account  I can  give  of  them  is  that  but  one 
officer,  wounded,  and  82  men  have  rejoined  my  command.  All  the  rest, 
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if  living,  are  believed  to  be  prisoners  of  war.  I learn  from  those  who 
have  come  in  that  up  to  the  time  the  regiment  was  surrounded  they  had 
received  from  and  returned  the  enemy  a most  galling  fire. 

I annex  a report  of  the  casualties  of  the  day,  showing  the  total  loss 
of  my  brigade.* 

In  conclusion  I would  say  that  so  far  as  I am  at  present  informed, 
my  officers,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  nobly  performed  their 
duties,  audit  might,  therefore,  be  invidious  to  particularize;  still,  in 
justice  to  the  gallant  dead  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  their  country, 
I must  record  the  names  of  Captain  Brewster,  of  the  First,  and  Captain 
Buckley,  of  the  Third ; also  Second  Lieutenant  Howell,  of  the  Third, 
all  officers  of  distinguished  merit.  These  officers  fought  under  my  eye. 
As  regards  the  conduct  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Eegiments^  officers 
I am  told  it  was  all  that  could  be  desired ; but  these  regiments  having 
been  taken  from  me  I did  not  see  them  again  during  the  action. 

It  is  eminently  due  to  my  staff  officers  to  say  that  they  carried  out 
my  orders  intelligently  and  promptly,  and  did  not  hesitate,  though 
often  exposed  to  the  hottest  fire  of  the  day. 

I will  forward  a more  detailed  report  in  a few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  TAYLOB, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  171. 

Report  of  Col.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torhert,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the 

battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Regt.,  First  Brig.,  Sixth  P.  A.  C., 
Camp  near  James  River,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Robert  McAllister,  First  Regiment  ^7ew  Jersey  Volunteers,  relating  to 
the  part  which  that  regiment  took  in  the  engagement  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Chickahominy  River,  on  June  27,  1862,  viz: 

The  First  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  divis- 
ion, on  the  27th  of  June  was  ordered  across  the  Chickahominy  River  to  support  Gen- 
eral Fitz  John  Porter’s  corps.  The  regiment  was  hurried  to  the  scene  of  action,  and 
on  forming  line  of  battle  was  ordered  to>  support  a battery  which  was  engaging  the 
enemy.  Soon  after  General  Porter  ordered  me  to  advance  in  the  woods  to  support 
the  Third  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  Reaching  the  position  ordered  I made 
the  regiment  lie  down,  but  the  three  companies  from  the  left,  being  uncovered  by  any 
troops  in  front,  I immediately  ordered  them  forward  to  engage  the  enemy,  which  they 
did  most  gallantly,  Captains  Mutchler,  Mount,  and  Brewster  in  command.  In  a short 
time  the  whole  regiment  was  engaged,  and  a most  terrific  fire  was  kept  up  on  both 
sides  for  about  an  hour  and  a half,  while  the  regiment  was  engaged.  The  regiments 
on  my  right  and  left  having  fallen  back,  and  the  enemy  making  a movement  to  out- 
flank me  on  both  sides,  I ordered  a retreat. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  action  Major  Hatfield,  while  fighting  bravely,  was 
wounded  on  the  head  and  had  to  leave  the  field.  Soon  after  I lost  the  services  of 
Lieut.  Frank  B.  Holt,  of  Company  E,  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm,  and 
Lieut.  Charles  W.  Mutchler,  Company  D,  severely  wounded  in  the  side.  While  re- 
tiring from  the  woods  the  regiment  was  under  a cross-fire  from  the  enemy,  and  then 
it  was  that  we  lost  both  officers  and  men.  Capt.  Ephraim  G.  Brewster,  Company  C, 
fell  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  while  fighting  bravely.  Capt.  John  D.  P.  Mount,  Com- 
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pany  I,  fell,  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  Lieut.  John  Parker,  Company  B,  missing, 
supposed  to  he  killed. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  Captains  Pelouze,  Fouratt,  Way,  Baker,  and 
Brown,  Adjutant  Henry,  and  all  the  lieutenants  engaged.  To  mention  non-commis- 
sioned officers  who  distinguished  themselves  would  be  to  name  nearly  all,  for  both 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  could  not  have  behaved  better  under  fire. 

R.  MCALLISTER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  First  Begiment  New  Jersey  Volunteer's. 

At  the  time  I was  confined  to  my  bed  with  remittent  fever,  but  being 
informed  that  my  regiment  was  going  into  action  I started  for  the  field 
of  battle  at  once,  and  arriving  there  had  to  go  to  several  points  of  the 
same  before  finding  my  regiment.  In  the  mean  time  I saw  part  of  the 
division  falling  back,  and  I w'ent  to  work  with  other  officers  to  rally 
and  collect  the  men,  and  among  them  part  of  my  own  regiment. 

Sergeant-Major  Provost  rendered  me  much  assistance  in  this  task. 
From  all  the  information  I can  gather  Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllister 
displayed  great  bravery  and  coolness  during  the  action.  I cannot 
refrain  from  speaking  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Chaplain  R. 
B.  Yard  in  looking  after  and  caring  for  the  wounded  and  helping  to 
collect  the  regiment. 

Surgeon  Gordon  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Senderling  did  their  duty 
nobly. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Captain.,  U.  8.  Army.,  Colonel  First  Regt.  N.  J.  Yols. 

Lieutenant  Dunham, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Brig.  Rdqrs.  Brig.,  1st  Div.^  6th  Corps]. 


No.  172. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samud  L.  Buck,  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of 
action  at  Garnetfs  Farm  and  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  New  Jersey  V.ols., 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing.,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  date  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  action : 

On  the  26th  ultimo  I was  detailed  as  senior  brigade  field  officer  of  the 
day,  to  take  command  of  the  picket  guard,  consisting  of  300  men  (ex- 
clusive of  officers)  from  my  regiment.  At  8 a.  m.  relieved  the  Thirty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers,  posted  my  pickets  in  plain  sight  and  easy 
range  of  the  enemy,  but  not  a shot  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  day.  In 
the  early  evening  ground  was  selected  for  a rifle  pit,  and  later  a fatigue 
party  broke  ground  under  protection  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers. Daylight  revealed  the  enemy  in  some  force  on  our  front  and 
left.  Soon  after  they  were  discovered  moving  artillery,  report  of 
which  was  immediately  made  to  General  Hancock,  who  ordered  two 
companies  of  my  reserves  into  the  rifle  pits,  while  the  balance  formed 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  pit.  I was  soon  ordered  to  withdraw 
my  reserves  from  the  pit  and  form  on  the  crest  in  the  rear  of  the 
woods. 

Arriving  at  the  point  designated,  I found  my  command  in  direct 
range  of  the  enemy’s  battery,  a part  of  the  right  and  the  whole  of  the 
left  wing  resting  in  an  abatis.  Reporting  the  unfavorable  situation  of 
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my  command  to  General  Hancock,  I was  ordered  back  to  my  original 
position,  with  directions  to  support  my  pickets  and  guard  the  position 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  advancing  immediately  I had  barely 
gained  my  position  when  the  enemy  opened  from  his  battery  with  solid 
shot  and  shell.  Instantly  our  battery  replied,  soon  causing  the  enemy 
to  change  his  position,  before  which,  however,  the  pickets  on  my  left 
became  engaged  in  a spirited  contest.  I immediately  threw  two  com- 
panies into  the  rifle  pits,  and  formed  the  remaining  four  companies 
under  cover  of  a rise  of  ground  on  the  left  of  the  pit,  to  protect  and 
cover  the  retreat  of  my  small  force,  if  necessary.  The  enemy  did  not 
advance,  but  fell, back  into  the  woods,  ending  the  picket  firing  for  the 
time,  the  enemy  having  changed  the  position  of  his  battery,  which  I 
immediately  reported  to  the  officer  in  command  of  our  battery. 

The  same  scene  was  enacted  during  the  afternoon  with  the  same 
result.  About  sundown  the  artillery  ceased  firing,  and  immediately  a 
regiment  of  the  enemy  marched  out  of  the  woods  on  our  right  and 
opened  a heavy  fire  on  the  Pennsylvania  regiment  on  our  right,  which 
they  returned  with  spirit.  Placing  my  whole  force  in  the  rifle  pits, 
every  rifle  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  opened  with  a perfect  sheet  of 
flame.  At  this  time  the  officer  commanding  a detachment  of  40  sharp- 
shooters reijorted  only  an  average  of  three  rounds  of  ammunition  left. 
The  enemy  appeared  to  be  forming  in  line,  with  the  apparent  intention 
of  charging.  In  order  to  save  my  ammunition,  which  was  running 
short,  I immediately  ceased  firing,  fixed  bayonets,  and  ordered  the  men 
not  to  fire  but  by  command,  which  would  be  by  rank.  No  more  firing 
was  heard  during  the  night. 

Near  1 a.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  moving  artillery  and  infantry 
in  force  on  our  right  and  left,  with  an  evident  intention  of  surrounding 
us.  I immediately  reported  my  situation  to  General  Smith,  who  ordered 
me  to  strengthen  my  pickets  and  withdraw  the  reserve  to  the  crest  in 
the  rear  of  the  woods,  which  was  executed  in  iierfect  silence  j posting 
three  companies  in  the  woods  on  either  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
crest,  where  the  balance  of  my  force  were  secreted  in  position  to  rake 
the  entire  road  as  soon  as  the  enemy  should  gain  the  crest,  when  the 
whole  command  would  seek  shelter  behind  the  rifle  pits  in  front  of  the 
camp  of  the  Thirty-third  New  York  Volunteers.  Up  to  9 a.  m.  on  the 
28th  ultimo  all  was  quiet,  when  I was  relieved  by  a detachment  of  the 
Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  notwithstanding  the  tremendous  fire 
to  which  we  were  exposed,  only  one  casualty  occurred,  which  was 
the  wounding  in  the  left  arm  by  a shrapnel  shot  of  Corpl.  George 
McKee,  of  Company  B,  which  I am  glad  to  report  is  not  considered 
dangerous. 

I cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  close  this  report  without  ex- 
pressing my  high  appreciation  of  the  cool  courage  of  officers  and  men, 
who,  entirely  free  from  excitement,  obeyed  commands  with  all  the 
promptness  characteristic  of  a dress  parade.  To  Captain  Huffy,  of 
Comiiany  C,  I am  greatly  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  in  carrying 
out  my  instructions. 

Trusting  that  the  above  report  will  meet  your  aiiprobation,  I am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  BUCK, 

Lieut.  Col.  2d  Regt.  V.  J.  Vols.,  Gomdg.  Pickets  1st  N'.  J.  Brig. 

Capt.  E.  Sparrow  Purdy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Kegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing^  V«.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  Captain  -Bishop’s  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Companies  D,  H,  I,  and  K,  of  this  regiment,  in  the 
action  at  Gaines’  farm,  on  the  27th  ultimo : 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  notwithstanding  the  vastly  superior  force 
opposed  to  them,  they  continued  to  defend  the  colors  in  the  bravest 
manner. 

Private  Joseph  B.  Hodgkins,  of  Company  H,  shot  the  lieutenant 
dead  who  demanded  their  surrender,  and  Color  Sergt.  James  Marshall, 
of  Company  G,  when  last  seen,  had  the  colors  wrapped  about  his 
person,  bravely  defending  himself  while  reto*eating  before  overpower- 
ing numbers. 

Captains  Bishop,  of  Company  H,  and  Tay,  of  Company  K,  with  Lieu- 
tenant Buckley,  of  Comiiany  I,  were  conspicuous  in  their  efforts  to  pre- 
serve the  colors,  but  all  to  no  avail. 

Captain  Danforth,  of  Company  I,  received  his  death-wound  early  in 
the  engagement  while  gallantly  leading  his  men. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  appears  almost  invidious  to  mention 
names,  but  admiration  of  the  cool  courage  of  Colonel  Tucker,  the  gal- 
lantry of  Major  Ryerson,  and  other  officers  named  is  the  universal  sen- 
timent of  eye  witnesses. 

Adjutant  Cooke  rendered  efficient  service  in  carrying  orders;  his 
horse  was  shot  under  him. 

The  valuable  services  rendered  by  Hrs.  Oakley  and  Clark  desefve 
special  mention.  While  the  former  was  actively  engaged  at  the  hos- 
pital, the  latter,  amid  a shower  of  balls,  was  coolly  dressing  the  wounds 
of  all  comers. 

As  a proof  of  the  stubbornness  with  which  they  held  their  ground 
I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  percentage  of  their  loss,  which  is 
little  less  than  38  per  cent.* 

Trusting  that  the  above  report  will  meet  your  approbation,  I am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  BUCK, 

Lieut.  Col.j  Comdg.  Second  Eegt.  Neiv  Jersey  Volunteers. 

R.  T.  Dunham, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen..,  First  New  Jersey  Brigade. 


No.  173. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edwin  Bishop.,  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the  battle 

of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

, 1862. 

Sir:  I submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  yesterday,  in 
which  Companies  D,  H,  I,  and  K,  of  this  regiment,  were  engaged,  under 
Colonel  Tucker : 

The  battalion  left  camp  about  3.30  o’clock  for  Gaines’  farm,  the 
scene  of  action,  where  it  arrived  about  4 o’clock,  and  was  ordered  by 
General  Taylor  to  support  Major  Hexamer’s  battery,  but  soon  was 
sent  by  General  Porter,  commanding,  to  relieve  the  Fourth  Michigan 
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Eegiment  (Colonel  Woodbury),  posted  along  the  edge  of  a thick  wood 
about  500  yards  to  the  front  and  left  of  the  battery,  which  position  was 
maintained  under  a heavy  fire  for  about  half  an  hour.  Our  situation 
was  such  that  we  were  totally  unable  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  our  left  flank,  and  it  was  only  when  we  received  a severe 
cross-fire  that  we  learned  that  that  important  point  had  been  gained 
and  the  regiment  on  our  left  had  already  retreated.  Owing  to  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  the  want  of  support  the  battalion 
was  forced  to  retire  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  it  did  through  a perfect 
storm  of  bullets.  Having  reached  the  hill  and  formed  in  line  of  battle 
the  number  of  men  left  was  so  small,  the  force  opposing  us  so  im- 
mensely superior,  that  it  was  thought  by  Major  Eyerson  (then  in  com- 
mand, Colonel  Tucker  having  been  killed  just  after  ordering  the  bat- 
talion to  retire)  better  to  retire  to  the  top  of  the  next  hill,  which  was 
then  occupied  by  the  bulk  of  our  troops.  On  the  way  to  the  i)lace 
designated  Major  Eyerson  fell  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  and  many 
of  the  men  fell  killed  or  wounded,  as  the  battalion  was  obliged  to  retire 
through  a cross-fire  of  the  enemy,  and  received  two  volleys  of  musketry 
from  our  own  troops  occupying  the  hill  above,  who  evidently  mistook 
us  for  the  enemy. 

Below  I give  a report  of  the  loss  sustained  as  near  as  it  is  possible 
to  ascertain  at  this  time : 


Men  engaged 261 

Killed... ~l2 

Wounded 45 

Missing 40 


Total . 


*97 


EDWm  BISHOP, 
Captain^  Second  Regime^it 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Buck, 

Commanding  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


No.  174. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  TT.  Brown^  Third  Kexc  Jersey  Infantry^  of  opera- 
tions June  21-rJuly  7. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Eegiment  New^  Jersey  Yolunteers, 

July  17,  1862. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  circular  issued  from  your  headquarters 
July  16,  1862,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  synopsis  of 
our  movements  since  the  action  at  Gaines’  Mill : 

Directly  after  the  battle  we  returned  to  camp  near  Fair  Oaks ; re- 
mained there  until  the  morning  of  the  28th. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  marched  a distance  of  3 miles ; halted  until 
morning ; took  up  the  march  for  Sa  vage  Station  ; halted  here  for  break- 
fast ) started  in  a few  hours  for  Peach  Orchard ; here  encamped  for 
the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  (Monday)  marched  to  the  woods  on  the 
left  of  the  Charles  City  road.  In  the  evening  were  ordered  to  the  sup- 


But  see  revised  statement,  i>.  40. 


444  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  XXIII. 

port  of  General  Kearny’s  division.  Took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Third  Kegiment  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade.  Midnight  of  the  30th  moved  on  to  Malvern  Hill. 

Left  the  hill  about  10.30  a.  m.  July  1 and  encamped  about  3 miles 
from  the  hill.  In  the  afternoon  broke  camp ; were  ordered  to  the  woods 
on  the  left,  and  there  threw  up  breastworks  of  logs,  prepared  to  meet 
the  enemy.  Midnight  again  of  July  1 took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Harrison’s  Landing ; arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  July  2. 

About  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  moved  from  our  encamp- 
ment near  the  landing  to  our  present  position. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

*^11.  W.  BEOWN, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Taylor. 


Ko.  175. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Simpson,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  the 

battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Headquarters  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  August  26,  1862. 

Captain  : Having  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill, 
Va.,  on  the  27th  June  last,  carried  thence  to  Eichmond,  and  only 
released  on  the  13th  instant,  since  which  time  my  regiment  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  journeying  from  camp  (Harrison’s  Landing)  on  the 
James  Eiver  to  the  present  camp,  at  which  we  arrived  yesterday-,  I 
have  not  been  enabled  to  make  up  my  reiiort  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
regiment  till  now,  as  follows: 

At  about  a quarter  to  2 p.  m.  the  brigade,  while  in  Camp  Lincoln,  ou 
the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  received  orders  to  march  across 
the  creek  by  the  Woodbury  Bridge  to  the  east  side,  to  resist  an  attack 
of  the  enemy.  The  order  of  march  was,  first,  the  Third  New  Jersej^, 
next  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  next  the  First  New  Jersey,  and  last  a 
battalion  of  the  Second  New  Jersey.  My  regimeut  (Fourth  New  Jer- 
sey) marched  at  about  2.30  o’clock,  and  readied  the  crown  of  the  hill, 
about  a mile  beyond  the  bridge,  the  theater  of  the  battle,  in  about  an 
hour,  the  latter  portion  of  the  march  on  the  double-quick.  The  after- 
noon was  exceedingly  warm,  and  the  consequence  was  the  men  were 
somewhat  exhausted,  but  showed  no  relaxation  of  ardor  for  the  work 
before  them. 

My  orders  from  you  were  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Third 
New  Jersey.  I marched  up  my  regiment  and  placed  it  in  the  position 
assigned  it,  facing  it  toward  the  enemy,  and  was  about  marching  it 
forward  to  the  woods,  when  the  Hue  de  Chartres  rode  up,  and  said  it 
was  General  McClellan’s  order  that  I should  form  in  rear  of  a regiment 
in  front  of  which  I then  was.  (1  did  not  learn  its  name.)  I immedi- 
ately referred  the  Hue  to  Brigadier-General  Taylor,  commanding  the 
lirigade,  who  directed  me  to  carry  out  the  instructions  brought  by  the 
Hue.  This  change  was  made,  when  the  Hue  again  rode  up  and  re- 
marked that  General  McClellan  desired  me  at  once  to  move  to  the 
front  (as  you  had  previously  ordered),  and  take  position  in  the  woods 
to  sustain  a regiment  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  movement 
was  also  concurred  in  by  you,  and  I thereupon  marched  the  regiment 
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forward  (the  Due  accoinpauyiiig  me  to  indicate  the  exact  location),  and 
placed  it  in  line  of  battle  along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about  50  yards 
in  rear  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  Colonel  Sichel,  the  regi- 
ment I was  to  sustain.  This  regiment  stood  its  ground  well  and  was 
incessant  in  its  tiring.  Wishing  to  afford  it  su])port  at  the  proper 
moment,  I went  forward  to  the  commanding  officer  and  told  him  that 
I was  in  his  rear  to  relieve  him  as  soon  as  he  should  give  the  word. 

In  about  fifteen  minutes  the  colonel  informed  me  that  as  his  regiment 
had  been  engaged  some  time,  and  was  much  exhausted,  he  wished  me 
to  take  his  place.  This  Avas  the  work  of  but  a few  moments,  Avhen  my 
regiment,  for  the  first  time  under  immediate  fire,  commenced  i)ouring 
upon  the  enemy  a shower  of  lead,  which  continued  Avith  only  occasional 
inter  Amis  (Avhen  I Avas  anxious  to  have  the  din  cease  and  the  smoke 
roll  away,  the  better  to  discern  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy  and 
more  efiectually  deliAmr  our  fire)  for  nearly  three  hours,  from  4 to  near 
7.  The  regiment  all  this  Avhile  behaAmd  Avith  great  gallantry,  and  its 
fire,  as  I have  since  fearned,  told  with  galling  effect  on  the  enemj^ — 
Whiting’s  division,  of  Stonewall  Jackson’s  corps,  the  troops  opposed 
to  us. 

At  this  period,  the  men’s  pieces  in  many  cases  having  become  so  foul 
as  not  to  admit  of  the  cartritlge  being  rammed  home  and  in  others  so  as 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  load  them,  and  both  officers  and  men  having 
become  xery  much  exhausted,  and  Colonel  Gallagher,  of  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Reser\ms,  immediately  in  my  rear,  having  twice  come 
IbrAvard  to  solicit  the  i)rivilege  to  relieAm  me  with  his  regiment,  I con- 
sented, I taking  his  position,  to  sustain  him,  according  to  his  request, 
and  be  mine.  I had,  hoAvever,  no  sooner  taken  his  ground  than  I per- 
ceivtal  a large  body  of  troops  drawn  up  on  my  left  and  extending  very 
considerably  to  my  rear.  There  being  a diversity  of  o])inion  as  to  the 
character  of  these  troops,  some  pronouncing  tliem  the  enemy,  Avhile 
as  many  belieA^ed  they  aathc  our  own,  I directed  a brave  officer  of  the 
regiment,  Lieutenant  ShaAv,  to  go  forward  and  certainly  ascertain  the 
truth.  He  soon  came  back,  pointing  to  the  bullet-holes  through  his 
clothes  as  evidence  that  they  were  the  rebels.  I therefore  immediately 
cluinged  my  fro*ut  so  as  to  oppose  these  troops  and  be  the  better  able 
to  cope  Avith  them,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  a position  to  coaw 
Colonel  Gallagher,  should  he  be  obliged  to  retreat.  The  change  was 
effected,  but  no  sooner  commenced  than  the  troops  referred  to  began  to 
pour  in  upon  us  a very  destructive  fire,  the  hissing  of  the  balls  (I  can 
coinjiare  them  to  nothing  else)  being  like  that  of  a myriad  of  serpents. 

At  the  same  time  perceiving  in  1113^  ncAv  rear  another  large  body  of 
troops,  Avhich  I susiiected  might  be  rebel  troops,  and  which  another 
brave  officer,  Adjt.  J.  S.  Studdeford,  by  a personal  exposure  to  their' 
fire,  subsequently  ascertained  to  be  the  truth,  I felt  the  extreme  peril 
of  1113'  jiosition.  Not,  therefore,  willing  to  attract  the  fire  of  these  troops 
on  my  rear  Avhile  the  enem3'  Avas  alread3"  pouring  in  shot  ujion  my  front, 
and  perceiving  b3^  aqnostrate  jiosition  that  Ave  Avould  be  in  a manner 
shielded  by  an  interAxming  swell  of  the  land,  and  be  at  the  same  time 
read3'  to  meet  him  Avith  a volley  and  a charge  should  he  come  ui)on  us 
and  be  the  better  able  to  protect  Colonel  Gallagher  should  he  retreat, 
I ordered  the  men  to  lie  doA\ni.  We  had,  however,  been  in  this  position 
but  a fcAv  minutes  Avhen  I i>ercciATHl  the  Eleventh  Penns3Tvania  retreat- 
ing from  the  Avoods  and  Colonel  Gallagher  in  the  rear,  making  signs 
to  me  that  the  enemy  Avas  close  upon  him.  This  Avas  soon  evinced  1)3" 
tlie  rebels  appearing  in  full  pursuit  at  a double-quick  and  passing  im- 
mediately by  our  front. 
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Having  performed  my  promise  to  Colonel  Gallaglier  that  I would 
stand  by  him,  and  giving  the  order  to  the  regiment  to  rise  and  give 
the  enemy  a volley  as  he  passed  and  perceiving  that  it  would  be  per- 
fect folly  to  attempt  to  hold  my  ground  any  longer,  the  whole  army 
on  my  right  and  left  having  retreated  probably  as  much  as  an  hour 
before,  there  was  no  alternative  but  for  my  regiment  also  to  retire. 
We  had,  however,  proceeded  but  a few  yards  when  I noticed  that  we 
were  moving  against  a large  body  of  the  enemy,  drawn  up  in  several 
lines,  and  a battery  directly  in  our  rear,  to  cut  us  off.  The  consequence 
was  that  being  surrounded  overwhelmingly  on  every  side,  to  the  front, 
flanks,  and  rear,  like  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  which  had  already 
been  captured,  we  had  to  suffer  the  same  fate.  It  was  our  misfortune 
to  have  been  so  circumstanced,  but  feeling  with  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania we  had  done  our  whole  duty  in  keeping  at  bay  the  enemy  for  an 
hour  after  every  other  regiment  on  our  right  and  left  had  fallen  back, 
and  attributing  the  mishap  entirely  to  the  fact  that  I received  no 
orders  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  or*  any  other  authority 
to  retreat  (being  in  the  woods  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  what  was 
going  on  on  the  flanks),  I cannot  reproach  myself  or  my  regiment  with 
any  fault  on  account  of  our  capture. 

I cannot  bear  my  testimony  too  strongly  to  the  valor  of  the  regi- 
ment under  my  command.  For  the  first  time  under  immediate  fire, 
continuing  the  fight  for  near  three  consecutive  hours,  and  holding  with 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Reserves  the  center  of  the  front  line  for 
probably  an  hour  after  every  other  regiment  had  retreated,  it  showed 
an  obstinate  courage  which  was  not  unworthy  of  the  fame  of  Jersey 
troops,  and  which  must  relieve  them  of  any  blame  on  account  of  the 
misfortunes  of  the  day.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
while  a prisoner  of  war  in  Richmond  I learned  the  enemy  in  this  day^s 
fight  outnumbered  our  forces  engaged  two  to  one. 

Where  the  officers  generally  behaved  so  gallantly  it  is  not  expected 
that  I should  mention  them  particularly,  but  I would  be  derelict  did  I 
not  present  the  names  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Hatch  and  Adjt.  J.  S. 
Studdeford,  who  more  especially  and  conspicuously  aided  me  by  their 
zeal,  coolness,  and  activity  in  inciting  the  regiment  to  the  brave  aud 
persistent  stand  which  it  took  under  such  adverse  circumstances  during 
the  whole  engagement. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SIMPSON, 

Colonel  Fourth  Few  Jersey  Vols.  and  Maj.  Top.  Engrs. 

Capt.  Robert  T.  Dunham, 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Brig..,  Slocurri’s  JDiv.,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


No.  176. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  J.  Bartlett.,  Twenty-seventh  *Few  Yorh  Infantry., 
commanding  Second  Brigade.,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  General  Slocum’s  Div., 

Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 
Harrison’’ s Landing.,  Fa.,  July  7,  1862. 
Sir  : At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June  I put  my  com- 
mand under  arms  in  light  marching  order  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  commanding  division,  and  moved  at 
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5.30  a.  m.  to  a position  near  Duane’s  Bridge.  About  10  o’clock  a.  m. 
I was  ordered  to  move  back  to  camp.  While  on  the  march  the  enemy 
opened  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  upon  our  lines,  and  I was  once  more 
ordered  back  to  the  bridge  to  prevent  any  attempted  passage  by  the 
enemy,  who  were  now  threatening  General  Porter’s  forces  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy. 

After  partially  destroying  the  bridge,  by  order  of  General  W.  B. 
Franklin,  commanding  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps,  I was  relieved 
by  a portion  of  General  Brooks’  brigade,  and  marched  about  2.30  o’clock, 
pursuant  to  orders  of  General  Slocum,  to  cross  Woodbury’s  Bridge  and 
hasten  to  the  assistance  of  General  Porter’s  forces,  who  were  at  the 
time  being  severely  pressed.  I accordingly  reported  to  Brigadier- 
General  Slocum  on  the  first  hill  rising  above  the  river  on  its  left  bank 
about  4 o’clock  p.  m.,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  proceed  to  the  extreme 
left  and  engage  an  enemy,  who  seemed  at  that  distance  to  be  turning 
our  flank.  Nearing  the  position  indicated,  it  was  found  to  be  thoroughly 
protected  by  Acting  Brigadier-General  Averell’s  cavalry  and  Rush’s 
Lancers  and  that  the  enemy  was  being  driven  by  our  infantry  through 
the  woods.  I discovered,  however,  that  our  troops  were  being  repulsed 
in  my  immediate  front,  and  hastened  to  form  line  of  battle  to  support 
our  hard-pressed  lines.  The  Sixteenth  New  York,  which  led  my  bri- 
gade, was  already  formed  and  moving  forward,  when  I was  ordered  by 
an  aide  de  camp  of  General  Porter,  commanding,  to  report  with  my 
command  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  field  to  Brigadier-General  Sykes, 
commanding  the  division  of  regular  infantry,  which  I did  at  about  4.30 
o’clock  p.  m.,  suffering  a loss  of  15  killed  and  wounded  by  round  shot 
and  shell  while  making  the  flank  march  across  the  whole  length  of  the 
battle-field  from  left  to  right. 

Immediately  upon  reporting  to  General  Sykes  I was  permitted  U' 
cover  my  command  in  a ravine  to  his  rear  and  right,  and  allow  the 
men  to  rest,  of  which  they  were  greatly  in  need.  Captain  Porter’s 
First  Massachusetts  battery  reported  to  me  at  this  juncture  for  orders, 
and  seeing  no  chance  to  engage  the  battery,  commanded  as  it  was  by 
an  officer  whose  rare  merits  and  brilliant  reputation  were  well  known 
to  me,  I was  obliged  to  shelter  it  in  the  ravine  in  rear  of  my  infantry, 
which  position  it  kept  until  an  enfilading  fire  from  a battery  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  enemy’s  line  was  poured  upon  it,  to  which  it  was 
impossible  to  reply  from  any  position  that  could  be  taken  up  by  him. 
T then  ordered  it  to  take  position  to  the  rear  in  the  second  line. 

At  5 o’clock  p.  m.  I was  ordered  by  General  Sykes  to  bring  forward 
my  men  to  support  the  troops  on  his  left  and  a portion  of  his  own  com- 
mand, who  were  unable  longer  to  withstand  the  fierce  attacks  and 
withering  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  were  slowly  but  surely  forcing  back 
the  right  of  the  entire  line  of  battle.  At  this  juncture  I ordered  forward 
the  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  Joseph  Howland  command- 
ing. From  the  position  of  the  regiment  it  was  necessary  to  change 
front  forward  on  first  company  under  the  most  terrific  fire  of  musketry, 
with  the  shells  and  round  shot  of  two  batteries  raking  over  the  level 
plain,  making  it  seemingly  impossible  for  a line  to  withstand  the  fire  a 
single  instant.  But  with  the  calmness  and  precision  of  veteran  soldiers 
the  movement  was  executed,  and  the  line,  giving  three  cheers,  long  and 
loud,  rushed  on  to  relieve  their  now  routed  friends,  led  by  their  noble 
colonel  and  myself  in  person.  The  position  was  gained,  and  I then 
ordered  up  the  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Cake  commanding, 
to  continue  my  line  to  the  left.  The  murderous  fire  across  the  plain 
rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  their  gallant  colonel,  aided  by  Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel  Frick  and  Major  Martin,  to  form  liis  line  of  battle,  and 
I am  pained  to  state  that  their  noble  exertions  were  not  in  many 
instances  seconded  by  some  of  the  line  officers,  who  lacked  that  im- 
pulsive enthusiasm  and  cool  determination  required  of  them  under 
such  trying  circumstances,  and  I was  forced  to  lead  forward  the  third 
regiment  in  line,  the  Fifth  Maine  Volunteers,  Col.  N.  J.  Jackson.  This 
regiment  also  changed  its  ifont  in  the  most  soldierly  manner,  and  under 
the  sweeping  storm  of  iron  and  leaden  hail  sent  up  their  battle-shout 
and  rushed  upon  the  enemy,  forcing  back  his  lines  and  holding  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  our  front,  from  which  our  troops  had  so  recently 
been  driven. 

The  Twenty-seventh  ISTew  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Adams 
commanding,  was  now  ordered  to  the  front,  and  after  executing  the 
same  maneuver  of  changing  front  under  the  same  scathing  fire  charged 
bayonets,  and  giving  three  ringing  cheers  rushed  at  double-quick 
upon  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  left  crest  of  the  hill,  on  which  was 
a dwelling  and  numerous  outhouses ; nor  did  they  stand  to  meet  the 
impetuosity  of  their  charge,  but  retreated  so  precipitately  that  they  left 
as  prisoners  in  our  hands  two  of  their  officers,  who  were  vainly  endeav- 
oring to  make  them  stand  their  ground.  Thus  the  left  and  right  of 
my  line  of  battle  being  retaken  and  established,  and  the  l^inety-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  being  in  line  and  eager  for  the  fight,  I ordered 
them  to  the  front,  and  most  nobly  now  did  they  respond  to  the  com- 
mand. No  officer  or  man  faltered,  and  their  solid  and  unwavering  line 
pressed  forward  to  tlieir  position  and  completed  the  front. 

The  enemy  now  hurled  his  fresh  troops  in  double  numbers  against 
my  line,  directing  his  heaviest  fire  upon  my  left,  and  the  Twenty-sev- 
enth New  York  Volunteers  and  Fifth  Maine  staggered  back  under  the 
fearful  fire ; but  it  was  tlje  recoil  of  the  lion  to  gather  new  strength  to 
support  the  undaunted  resolution  of  every  breast,  and  once  more  every 
man  sprang  to  the  front,  where  they  nobly  maintained  the  fight,  with- 
out giving  an  inch  of  ground  to  the  enemy,  until  long  after  darkness 
showed  the  flash  of  every  musket,  and  revealed  to  the  enemy  how  small 
a force  was  holding  them  in  check. 

To  meet  the  fire  which  came  from  our  left  Colonel  Howland,  who 
held  the  right  of  my  ])osition,  changed  front  forward  on  tenth  com- 
pany, and  the  line  thus  established  held  its  position  until  all  firing  of 
musketry  had  ceased  on  the  field  except  that  from  my  own  brigade, 
and  not  until  nearly  every  cartridge  had  been  expended  was  the  order 
given  to  retire  behind  our  batteries,  which  were  posted  about  600  yards 
in  the  rear. 

In  retiring  I first  withdrew  my  right  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  then 
the  next  from  the  right,  holding  the  two  left  regiments  to  protect  the 
movements,  as  I was  completely  flanked  on  the  left  by  a brigade  of 
the  enemy  which  he  had  moved  up  in  the  darkness  from  the  woods 
and  had  just  opened  a galling  cross-fire  upon  my  left  and  rear. 

The  withdrawal  of  my  brigade  was  done  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand, regiment  by  regiment,  and  in  as  good  order  as  when  they  were 
taken  into  the  field. 

From  the  moment  my  trooi)S  were  engaged  up  to  8.30  o’clock  p.  m. 
(at  which  hour  it  was  too  dark  to  distinguish  an  enemy  at  the  distance 
of  50  paces)  they  nobly  held  the  position  assigned  to  them,  and  re- 
gretted the  necessity  which  compelled  them  to  retire  from  the  field.  I 
formed  a new  line  of  battle  in  front  of  tlie  hospital  on  the  second  hill 
from  the  bridge,  with  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Sixteenth  New  York 
and  a part  of  the  Fifth  Maine,  the  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
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teers  liaviDg  by  some  unaccountably  mistaken  order  recrossed  the 
bridge  and  returned  to  their  camp.  At  12.30  a.  m.  I was  ordered  to 
recross  the  Ohickahoiiiiny  and  repair  to  the  camp  occupied  by  tlie  bri- 
gade before  the  battle. 

With  many  painful  regrets  I have  to  re])ort  the  loss  of  500  officers 
and  men.  It  is  with  sorrow  that  I record  the  death  of  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
S.  Heath,  Fifth  Maine  Volunteers,  who  wns  killed  b^^  a rille-shot 
through  the  forehead  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  to  the  charge. 
Col.  N.  J.  Jackson  being  wounded  in  the  arm  in  the  first  part  of  the 
engagement,  the  command  devolved  upon  this  able,  accomplished,  and 
devoted  officer,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  his  duties  to  his  regiment, 
to  his  State,  and  his  country.  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Alarsh,  Sixteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  neck  by  a Minie 
ball  whilst  riding  in  front  of  his  regiment,  waving  his  sword  and  cheer- 
ing on  his  men  to  noble  deeds.  The  service  has  lost  in  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marsh  an  able  officer  and  a true  patriot  and  his  brother  officers 
a genial  companion  and  a noble  friend.  Lieut.  E.  T.  Ellrich,  Ninety- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Lieut.  A.  AI.  Barnard,  Sixteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  were  killed  while  faithfully  and  fearlessly  dis- 
cliarging  their  duties. 

Were  1 to  direct  your  attention  to  the  bravery  and  efficiency,  the 
coolness  or  the  intrepiditjg  of  any  individual  officer,  I fear  1 should  by 
implication  wrong  the  majority  of  my  command.  In  the  reports  made 
to  me  by  the  commanding  otficers  of  regiments  none  have  been  more 
favorably  mentioned  than  others,  while  all  assign  the  same  reason  for 
the  omission  of  a time-honored  practice — that  wheu  all  were  brave, 
energetic,  and  efficient  no  invidious  distinction  could  be  drawn.  It  is 
left  for  me,  therefore,  to  mention  only  those  whose  modesty  restrained 
them  from  recounting  their  own  valor  and  efficiency. 

I would  particularly  mention  Colonel  Cake,  Ninety-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  who  exhibited  rare  traits  of  military  excellence. 
Cool,  energetic,  fearless,  and  decided,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Frick  and  Alajor  Alartin,  he  has  won  an  enviable  name  for 
his  regiment,  which  will  always  be  sustained  while  the  command  rests 
ill  its  present  hands. 

To  Col.  Joseph  Howland  I am  indebted  for  maintaining  the  extreme 
right  of  my  line,  for  nobly  leading  his  regiment  to  the  charge,  and  re- 
taking tAvo  guns  from  the  enemy.  Whatever  of  noble,  moral,  physical, 
and  manly  courage  has  ever  been  given  by  God  to  man  has  fallen  to 
his  lot.  Cheering  his  men  on  to  victory  he  early  received  a iiainful 
wound,  but  with  a heroism  worthy  of  the  cause  he  has  sacrificed  so 
much  to  maintain  he  kept  his  saddle  until  the  close  of  the  battle,  and 
not  till  then  yielded  to  the  painful  and  exhausted  condition  to  which 
he  has  been  reduced. 

Col.  N.  J.  Jackson,  Fifth  Maine  Volunteers,  was  wounded  while  lead- 
ing his  regiment  to  tlie  charge  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  His  cool- 
ness and  (dear,  decided  tones  kept  his  regiment  like  one  man  moving 
steadily  to  the  front.  In  him  I lose  an  able,  efficient,  and  manly  officer. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  D.  Adams,  commanding  Twenty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  led  his  regiment  in  a brave,  masterly  manner,  and  main- 
tained one  of  the  most  important  positions  of  the  line  with  a full  and 
clear  comprediensiveness  of  the  critical  position  the  whole  army  would 
be  placed  in  were  he  to  falter  or  give  way.  Ho  was  everywhere,  en- 
couraging and  directing  his  men,  and  three  times  during  the  terrible 
fight  w(i  Avere  maintaining  he  (dosed  uj)  and  di  essed  his  thin  and  serried. 
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ranks,  and  finally  led  off  from  the  field  a weakened  but  well-aligned 
battalion.  It  is  enongli  to  say  that  under  his  command  the  Twenty- 
seventh  has  fully  sustained  its  former  reputation.  He  was  nobly  as- 
sisted b3^  Maj.  0.  C.  Gardiner,  who  was  early  wounded  in  the  action  by 
a shell. 


Major  Seaver,  Sixteenth  Kew  York  V olunteers,  established  a iiaine 
on  tliis  occasion  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  He  was  fearless, 
enthusiastic,  and  efficient,  and  nobly  fills  the  place  made  vacant  by 
Colonel  Howland  and  the  lamented  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh. 

I cannot  close  my  report  without  mentioning  Lieut.  Eobert  P.  Wil- 
son, my  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieut.  M.  E.  Eichards, 
my  aide-de-camp.  Both  were  all  that  could  be  expected  of  educated, 
brave,  and  dashing  young  gentlemen.  At  no  moment  of  the  action 
were  they  screened  from  the  leaden  hail  that  was  showered  upon  the 
field.  Prompt  and  correct  in  promulgating  orders,  they  exjiosed  them- 
selves along  the  whole  front  and  were  unceasing  in  their  endeavors  to 
aid  me  in  every  way.  1 ask  for  them  your  consideration. 

I herewith  annex  an  official  report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
in  my  brigade.* 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  J.  BAETLETT, 

Colonel  Twenty -seventh  V.  Y.  Vols.j  Comdg.  kSeeond  Brigade. 

Capt.  H.  C.  liOBGBUS,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  177. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  0.  Frich^  Ninety -sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry., 
commanding  Fifth  Maine  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Maine  Eegiment, 

In  the  Field,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir:  From  information  furnished  me  by  its  officers  I am  enabled  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  Fifth  Maine  Eegiment  at  the  battle  of 
Friday,  June  27,  1862  : 

Early  in  the  morning  the  regiment  was  ordered,  in  connection  with 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  to  take  a position  near  Duane’s 
Bridge,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  river  at  that  point.  It 
remained  in  that  position  until  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  the  bridge  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  and  a sufficient  guard  having  been  left  to  hold  the 
position,  it  was  ordered  to  Woodbury’s  Bridge,  Avhich  it  soon  after 
crossed,  marching  up  the  hill  on  which  the  battle  was  then  ragiug, 
near  the  left  of  our  lines,  thence  marching  to  the  extreme  right,  where 
it  lay  under  cover  for  about  an  hour,  when  it  was  ordered  to  the  front. 

The  regiment  advanced  to  the  front  at  double-quick  under  a galling 
fire  from  the  rebel  batteries  and  took  up  its  iiosition.  Colonel  Jack- 
sou  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  the  first  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  relinquished  the  command  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heath, 
who  was  soon  after  killed.  The  regiment  received  a very  galling  fire 
from  a greatly  superior  force,  but  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly. 

The  casualties  are  9 killed,  49  wounded,  and  8 missing.  Among  the 
killed  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heath.  Among  the  wounded.  Colonel 
Jackson ; Captain  Stevens,  Company  B,  severelj^  j Captain  Brown, 
Company  H,  slightly  j Lieutenant  Lemont,  Company  E,  severely,  and 
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Lieutenant  Atwood,  Company  A,  severely.  Among  the  missing,  Lieu- 
tenant Pilsbury,  Company  B.  Total  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing: Officers,  7;  enlisted  men,  59. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  G.  PBICK, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Ninety-sixth  Fa.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Fifth  Me.  Begt. 
Lieut.  E.  P.  Wilson,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Ildqrs.  (Second  Brigade. 


No.  178. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Joel  J.  Seaver,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry,  of  the  battle 

of  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Eegt.  New  York  Volunteers, 

June  28,  1862. 

Sir  : On  Friday,  the  27th  instant,  this  regiment,  under  command  of. 
Col.  Joseph  Howland,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquar- 
ters, left  its  camp  with  the  brigade  at  5 o^clock  a.  m.  near  Courtney’s 
house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy  Eiver,  to  support  Gen- 
eral Porter’s  corps,  then  being  engaged  by  the  enemy  on  the  north  side 
of  the  riyer,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines’  Hill.  The  regiment  was  held  at 
Duane’s  Bridge  until  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  at  Avhich  time  the  brigade  was 
moved  down  the  river  and  crossed  at  Alexander’s  Bridge,  arriving  on 
the  held  of  battle  at  Gaines’  Hill  at  about  4 o’clock  i).  m.,  this  regiment 
leading  the  brigade  to  its  position,  assigned  b}^  Colonel  Bartlett,  com- 
manding, on  the  right  of  the  field.  Here  the  regiment  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  rested  in  a ravine,  which  protected  it  from  the  en- 
emy’s batteries,  which  were  sweeping  the  field  in  every  direction.  In 
reaching  this  position  from  the  point  where  we  entered  the  field,  near 
the  center  of  the  line,  we  were  compelled  to  pass  over  a leA^el  plain  a 
distance  of  about  500  yards  under  the  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
where  three  of  our  men  were  struck  and  disabled  by  a cannon-shot. 

After  lying  in  the  ravine  some  fifteen  or  thirty  minutes  the  regiment 
was,  by  order  of  Colonel  Bartlett  in  person,  advanced  in  line  about  100 
yards  to  a position  on  the  plain,  where  it  was  halted  for  some  five  min- 
utes and  the  men  ordered  to  lie  down.  Again  we  were  advanced  some 
50  yards  to  a fence,  where  we  once  more  halted  for  a few  minutes,  Avhen 
we  again  advanced,  passing  the  fence  and  engaging  the  enemy,  who 
were  not  over  50  yards  distant. 

Our  forces  had  already  been  compelled  to  retire  from  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  leaving  one  section  of  a battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Steadily 
and  with  unbroken  front  the  Sixteenth  continued  to  advance,  the  enemy 
giving  way  before  it,  until  it  had  regained  the  ground  that  had  been 
lost  and  retaken  the  guns,  one  of  which  had  been  turned  upon  us. 
Here  a road  passed  over  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  high  banks  on  either 
side,  in  which  the  enemy  had  thrown  themselves  to  resist  our  advance. 
Across  this  road  we  pressed  amid  a shower  of  bullets,  and  on  the  oppo- 
site side  Colonel  Howland  ordered  the  regiment  to  change  front  forward 
on  the  tenth  company,  to  oppose  the  fire  of  the  enem}^,  which  then 
seemed  most  destructive  on  our  left.  The  change  was  made  in  good 
order,  and  our  men  i)oured  in  a deadly  fire,  before  which  the  enemy 
wavered  and  fell  back.  We  held  this  position  for  about  one  hour,  until 
our  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  when,  by  direction  of  Colonel 
Howland,  I endeavored  to  procure  a fresh  supply.  Failing  in  this,  how- 
ever, X requested  Colonel  Cake,  of  the  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 


452 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIII. 


uiiteers,  who  was  lying  on  our  left,  to  come  to  our  support.  He  accord- 
ingly moved  the  right  wing  of  his  regiment  to  the  point  indicated,  and 
with  his  assistance  we  continued  to  hold  the  place  till  niglit  set  in,  when 
the  brigade,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Colonel  Bartlett,  was  led 
from  the  held  in  as  good  order  as  it  had  been  led  on,  with  the  exception 
of  the  heavy  losses  it  had  sustained.  During  onr  engagement,  wliich 
lasted  nearly  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes,  the  Fifth  Maine  and  Twenty - 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers  were  doing  efficient  service  in  line  on 
our  left. 

I regret  to  report  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  Colonel 
Howland  received  a llesh  wound  in  his  left  thigh,  but  he  still  ke[)t  his 
horse,  unmindful  of  aught  but  his  duty  and  his  command,  and  with 
the  most  undaunted  bravery  and  marked  coolness  rode  through  the 
leaden  hail  from  right  to  left  along  his  line,  and  continued  to  direct 
the  movements  of  the  regiment  and  cheer  on  the  men  during  all  the 
tight  and  conducted  the  regiment  from  the  field.  His  wound  will  dis- 
able him  from  duty  for  several  weeks. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh  received  a severe  w ound  in  the  neck  very 
soon  after  the  regiment  had  crossed  the  road  on  the  hill,  a Mime  ball 
entering  the  left  side  of  the  neck  and  lodging  against  the  vertebru. 
He  bore  himself  bravely  during  the  engagement,  and  at  the  instant  he 
wms  struck  he  w^as  riding  up  the  line  waving  his  sword  and  in  the  act 
of  delivering  a message  to  Colonel  Howland.  Before  the  message  w^as 
delivered  or  its  purport  made  known  he  wms  struck  by  the  ball  and  fell 
instantly  from  his  horse,  and  was  borne  off  the  field  in  an  insensible 
condition. 

Among  the  casualties  to  the  officers  of  the  line  I have  to  rei)ort  the 
death  of  Lieut.  A.  M.  Barnard,  Company  H,  who  was  struck  by  a mus- 
ket-ball in  his  forehead  and  instantly  killed.  Capt.  Warren  Gibson, 
Company  H,  wms  about  the  same  time  struck  by  a musket-ball  near 
the  outer  corner  of  the  right  eye,  the  ball  passing  through,  back  of,  and 
destroying  the  eye,  and  coming  out  near  the  left  temple.  Both  these 
officers  were  nobly  and  fearlessly  discharging  tbeir  duty  at  their  posts 
and  cheering  on  tlieir  men.  The  command  of  the  company  devolved 
on  Sergt.  James  M.  Hamilton,  who  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage, 
and  did  himself  great  (credit  during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Lieut. 
McFadden,  Company  K,  had  his  right  leg  shattered  below^  the  knee  by 
a shell.  Acting  Adjt.  Lieut.  Pliny  Moore,  Company  C,  wuis  severely 
wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  side  by  a musket-ball  while  in  the  fear- 
less discharge  of  his  duty  on  the  field.  Lieut.  Charles  Bently  wns 
wounded  slightly  by  a ball,  cutting  oft‘  the  end  of  liis  left  thumb. 

Where  no  man  faltered;  where  every  one,  officers  and  men,  did  their 
duty  so  nobly  and  so  well,  taking  and  persistently  holding  a position 
under  a raking  cross-fire,  which  reduced  our  ranks  fully  one-fourth 
part,  to  particularize  w^ould  be  invidious.  So  far  as  I was  able  to 
observe  the  conduct  of  the  troops  not  a man  left  the  ranks  till  he  was 
compelled  to  Ifom  wounds  or  to  bear  off  a wounded  comrade,  and  any 
temporary  confusion  or  disorder  caused  by  moving  the  battalion  under 
a steady  and  galling  fire  was  promptly  corrected  by  the  comi)an3"  officers, 
wffiose  conduct,  as  well  as  that  of  the  men  under  their  command  on  this 
occasion,  deserves  the  highest  commendation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  SLAVER, 

Major ^ Commanding  Sixteenth  Nciv  York  Volunteers. 

R.  P.  Wilson, 

A.  A.  A.  G.^  2d  Brig.,  1st  J)iv.,  0th  JProv.  Army  Corps,  A.  P, 
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No.  179. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  I).  Adams,  Twenty -seventh  New  Yorlc 
Infantry,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines^  AMU. 

Hdqbs.  Twenty-seventh  Eeghment  N.  Y.  Vols., 

In  the  Field,  July  0,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a report  of  the  action  of  tiie  Twenty- 
seventh  Eegiinent  of  New  York  Volnnteers  on  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo. 
Together  with  the  other  regiments  composing  the  brigade  the  Twenty- 
seventh  moved  from  camp  at  an  early  hour  toward  Diiane\s  Bridge,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  divisions  of  General  Porter,  then  being- 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  About  4 o’clock  p.  m.  the  brigade  was  moved 
rapidly  down  to  Woodbury’s  (or  Alexander’s)  Bridge,  where  it  crossed, 
and  turning  to  the  left  was  marched  toward  the  left  of  the  field  of  bat- 
tle on  Gaines’  Hill.  This  regiment,  being  on  the  left,  was  first  over- 
taken by  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Porter,  who  desired  that  it  might 
be  halted  while  he  overtook  the  head  of  the  column,  as  General  Porter 
desired  that  Colonel  Bartlett’s  brigade  should  go  to  the  assistance  of 
the  right  wing.  The  delay,  however,  was  momentary.  The  head  of 
the  column  filing  almost  immediately  toward  the  right,  the  regiment 
resumed  its  position  and  marched  across  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle, 
under  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  to  the  position  assigned. 
Here  Colonel  Bartlett,  commanding,  placed  the  brigade,  formed  in 
close  column  by  division,  in  a ravine,  where  the  men  were  completely 
covered  and  where  they  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  rest  until  called 
into  action. 

In  about  thirty  minutes  the  regiments  were  called  up  in  succession, 
dei)loyed  into  line  of  battle,  changed  front  forward,  and  thrown  across 
a slightly  rising  level  field  toward  the  enemy  under  a severe  fire.  The 
right  of  the  Twenty-seventh  was  directed  upon  a house  surrounded  by 
outbuildings  and  an  orchard,  from  which  the  enemy  were  firing.  When 
within  about  50  yards,  and  before  delivering  a shot,  at  the  command, 
“Forward  to  the  charge,”  the  line  advanced  at  double-quick,  crossed 
the  fence  in  rear  of  the  house,  and  came  up  to  the  front  fence,  where  it 
encountered  a destructive  fire  at  close  range.  The  enemy  did  not  ofier 
any  resistance  to  the  charge,  and  a rapid,  steady  fire  was  opened  on 
him,  evidently  doing  great  execution.  At  this  point  two  officers  were 
taken  prisoners  and  sent  to  Colonel  Bartlett. 

A fresh  force  appearing  on  the  right,  the  fire  of  the  right  wing  was 
directed  obliquely  against  it.  Soon  after  it  was  represented  that  we 
were  firing  on  our  own  men,  and  not  knowing  how  far  the  Sixteenth 
New  York,  whose  constant  volleys  were  heard  on  our  right,  might  have 
advanced,  the  order  was  given  to  cease  firing  and  reform  line  of  battle 
on  the  fence  in  rear  before  mentioned. 

While  this  was  being  coolly  executed  the  smoke  lifted  partially,  dis- 
closing an  apparently  fresh  line  of  the  enemy  in  front.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  was  at  once  advanced  to  its  former  position  and  again  opened 
an  ettective  fire.  The  small  buildings  ofiered  a partial  cover  to  a few 
of  the  men,  who  were  enabled  to  fire  with  the  utmost  precision  at  a rest. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  slackened  about  dusk  for  a little,  and  word  was 
again  brought  that  our  own  brigade  had  advanced  on  the  right  so  as 
to  come  witliin  range  of  the  fire  of  the  Twenty-seventh.  These  reports 
coming,  as  before,  from  ofiicers  induced  another  order  to  cease  firing, 
which,  however,  was  speedily  revoked,  as  the  flashes  of  the  muskets 
revealed  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Again  the  line  opened,  though  the 
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rapidly  gatheriug  gloom  rendered  the  aim  somewhat  nncertain.  The 
cessation  of  the  firing  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  having  attracted 
attention  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  reform  the  line,  by  this  time  con- 
siderably thinned,  on  the  fence  in  rear  of  the  house  (about  3 rods), 
which  offered  the  nearest  advantageous  position,  owing  to  the  location 
of  the  various  buildings.  The  appearance  of  a large  force  (apparently 
a brigade)  on  the  left,  marching  as  if  to  flank  this  brigade,  who  re- 
sponded irregularly  to  the  challenge  of  the  color-bearer  (and  who  were 
afterward  ascertained  to  be  the  enemy),  decided  the  propriety  of  this 
maneuver.  While  this  was  being  accomiffished  Colonel  Bartlett  in 
])erson  gave  the  order  for  the  regiment  to  retire  in  order.  On  reaching 
the  ravine  from  which  the  brigade  had  advanced  the  regiment  found 
itself  ill  its  proper  position,  on  the  left  of  the  column. 

Early  in  the  action  two  companies  or  more  of  the  Fifth  Maine  Volun- 
teers, with  Captain  Edwards  at  the  head,  asked  permission  to  join  the 
line  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  stating  that  they  had  become  separated 
from  their  regiment,  their  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  having  fallen, 
and  there  being  no  mounted  officer  to  direct  them.  The  request  was 
at  once  granted,  and  they  continued  with  the  regiment,  doing  most 
efficient  service  in  gallant  style. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  admirable,  the  former  seeming 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  the  latter 
waiting  only  the  word  of  command,  which  insured  prompt  obedience. 
The  temxiorary  confusion  caused  here  and  there  during  the  engagement 
by  the  nature  of  the  position,  the  falling  of  comrades,  and  more  par- 
ticularly by  the  fire  of  our  own  battery  directly  in  our  rear,  the  shots 
from  which  passed  close  over  and  in  three  instances  caused  trifling 
injuries  to  the  men,  was  promptlj^  corrected  by  the  united  efforts  of  the 
officers,  non-com-missioned  officers,  and  men. 

Instances  of  individual  heroism  are  not  wanting,  though  perhaps  not 
suitable  for  this  report. 

The  list  of  casualties,  heretofore  sent  to  headquarters,  comprises  12 
killed,  118  wounded,  and  32  missing.* 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

ALEX.  D.  ADAMS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel , Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Wilson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Slocunds  Division. 


Xo.  180. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  L.  Cake,  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  the 

battle  of  Gaines'’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Xinety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Camp  in  the  Field,  June  28,  1802. 
Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  herewith  transmit  the  report  of 
the  engagement  of  yesterday  as  far  as  participated  in  by  this  regiment: 

The  Xinety-sixth  filed  through  the  field  of*  battle  with  and  on  the 
left  of  the  brigade  at  3.20  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  under  a fire  of  shot, 
shell,  and  musketry.  Before  reaching  the  ground  upon  which  the 
brigade  formed  4 of  my  men  were  wounded.  In  accordance  with  an 
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order  to  tliat  effect  I formed  iu  double  eoliimiij  closed  in  mass,  in  rear 
of  tlie  Sixteenth  New  A^ork,  occupying  the  head  of  a ravine  that  was 
enfiladed  by  several  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  Observing  that  the  guns 
were  trained  upon  the  road  leading  down  the  center  of  the  ravine,  1 
moved  the  column  forward  as  close  as  possible  to  the  crest  of  the  liill 
occupied  by  the  line  of  the  Sixteenth,  where  the  men  laid  down  to  rest, 
350  of  them  having  been  upon  their  feet  marching  and  working  for 
more  than  thirty-six  consecutive  hours.  At  5 o’clock  the  Sixteenth 
moved  forward,  and  I was  ordered  to  occupy  their  vacated  position, 
which  was  done.  Being  ordered  to  change  front  forward,  the  movement 
was  executed  under  a galling  fire.  Several  of  the  men  were  wounded 
and  carried  to  the  rear  at  this  time.  First  Lieut.  E.  T.  Ellrich,  of  Com- 
pany B,  was  here  shot  through  the  brain  while  gallantly  encouraging 
his  company  to  press  forward.  He  fell  close  by  my  side. 

The  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  in  person  now  ordered  me  to 
advance  at  double-quick  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  Sixteenth,  which 
had  gone  into  position  and  was  about  to  commence  firing.  Tlie  charge 
across  the  field  was  made  in  fine  style,  the  men  coming  up  square, 
cheering  as  they  advanced.  The  firing  was  heavy  in  front,  a shower 
of  lead  and  iron  falling  around  us.  During  a momentary  lull  the  smoke 
lifted,  disclosing  the  enemy’s  line,  rising  a hundred  yards  beyond  the 
garden.  A rattling  volley  followed,  passing  harmlessly  over  the  heads 
of  my  men,  who  had  been  ordered  to  lie  down.  A scathing  fire  was 
then  kept  up  against  us  for  several  minutes,  when  riding  rapidly  to  the 
right  of  my  line  and  finding  all  right,  I ordered  a volley  to  be  delivered. 
The  men  rose  promptly  and  delivered  their  fire,  which  silenced  that  of  the 
enemy  for  a brief  time.  My  left  rested  ut)on  a group  of  buildings,  under 
the  cover  of  which  I found  about  50  officers  and  men,  who  assured  me 
that  their  several  regiments  were  posted  directly  in  front  of  us.  Fear- 
ing from  these  representations  that  the  left  of  the  Sixteenth  might  have 
advanced  on  the  road  upon  our  right  and  by  some  means  got  before  us, 
I again  rode  to  the  right  of  my  line  and  found  the  opening  there  unoc- 
cupied and  an  interval  of  50  feet  between  my  right  and  the  left  of  the 
Sixteenth.  Obtaining  from  this  point  a better  view  of  the  front,  I dis- 
covered the  enemy  fearfully  close,  and  momentarily  expected  to  be 
charged.  Having  dispatched  a messenger  for  orders,  I now  returned 
to  the  center  of  my  line  to  receive  them,  having  cautioned  the  officers 
to  keep  the  pieces  of  at  least  one  rank  charged. 

At  this  moment  Major  Seaver,  of  the  Sixteenth,  rode  up,  seeking  the 
brigade  commander.  He  informed  me  that  his  regiment  was  doing 
good  AYork,  but  needed  support.  1 doubted  the  propriety  of  moving 
my  line,  but,  as  he  strenuously  urged  it,  begging  me  for  the  love  of 
God  ” to  close  iu  on  their  left,  I took  the  responsibility,  and  moved  the 
regiment  to  the  right  until  my  men  mingled  with  his.  For  more  than 
one  hour  after  this  my  men  poured  in  their  fire.  Any  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  charge  us  when  we  first  came  upon  the  field 
seems  to  have  been  reconsidered,  as  their  fire  slackened  and  was  much 
easier  to  bear  as  the  day  declined. 

At  7.15  o’clock  Colonel  Howland,  of  the  Sixteenth,  rode  up  to  my 
center  and  informed  me  that  his  ammunition  was  giving  out.  We  ad- 
vised together,  concluding  not  to  retire  until  dark,  he  agreeing  to 
fire  until  his  men  reached  the  last  cartridge  and  then  to  rest  with 
pieces  charged.  While  the  enemj^’s  fire  was  growing  feebler  in  our 
front  we  were  still  subjected  to  an  ugly  cross-fire  of  round  shot  and 
musketry,  that  cut  us  obliquely  from  tlie  right. 

At  dusk  I ordered  the  regiment  to  retire  to  our  first  position,  which 
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was  done  in  good  order.  During  tliis  niarc'li  of  150  yards  niy  men 
came  to  an  about-face  twice,  firing  two  volleys.  At  the  crest  of  the  hill 
we  formed  and  delivered  several  volleys,  which  were  only  answered  by 
the  battery  of  the  enemy  before  described,  which  had  opened  on  our 
flank  when  we  first  came  upon  the  field.  At  (S  o’clock  I received  ordeis 
to  march  my  regiment  back  to  camp,  which  order  was  obeyed  with  much 
reluctance  by  officers  and  men. 

The  bearing  of  officers  and  men  throughout  the  entire  engagement 
was  most  excellent.  Where  all  were  brave,  cool,  and  efficient  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  to  whom  belongs  the  highest  meed  of  praise.  My  first 
division,  comprising  Companies  A and  F,  occupying  the  most  exposed 
position,  stood  manfully  up  to  their  work,  many  of  the  men,  after  firing 
their  CO  rounds,  replenishing  their  cartridge  boxes  from  the  supply  of 
their  dead  and  wounded  companions. 

Wliile  it  may  be  impossible  to  particularize  where  the  conduct  of  all 
is  entirely  satisfactory,  the  heroism  of  the  dead  may  be  recorded. 
First  Sergeant  Boland,  of  Company  F,  mortally  wounded,  refused  to 
be  carried  off  the  field  until  after  the  fight,  and  First  Sergt.  Jonas  M. 
Eich,  Company  A,  also  mortally  wounded,  after  being  carried  a few 
paces  to  the  rear,  ordered  his  coraiianions  to  place  him  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  to  die,  and  return  to  the  conflict. 

I append  a tabular  statement  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The 
aggregate  of  killed  is  13;  wounded.  Cl;  missing,  13.* 

1 most  respectfully  claim  for  my  regiment  that  it  fired  the  last  volley 
and  was  tlie  last  to  leave  the  field  on  the  right. 

Veiy  res])ectfully,  lieutenant, 


H.  L.  CAKE, 

Colonel  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  E.  P.  Wilson,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ko.  181. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  John  Nendon^  TJ.  S.  Army^  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade^ of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Slocum’s  Division, 

July  5,  18C2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  ultimo : 

My  brigade  was  ordered  out  of  its  camp  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  to 
the  support  of  Geueral  Porter  without  waiting  for  the  rest  of  the  divis- 
ion. When  I arrived  near  the  field  of  battle  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division  came  up  with  the  commander  of  the  division.  I was  advanced 
with  Upton’s  battery,  when  aides-de-camp  from  General  Porter  de- 
tached the  brigade  from  the  division.  On  my  arrival  at  the  scene  of 
conflict  General  Porter  directed  me  to  arrange  the  brigade  so  that  two 
regiments  should  enter  one  side  of  the  woods  and  the  remaiuder 
another  side  of  The  same  woods,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  former. 
I took  command  of  the  Thirty-first  Kew  York  and  Mnety-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  and  gave  to  Colonel  Matheson  the  charge  of  the 
Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers.  As  Colonel 
Matheson  was  separated  from  me  during  the  whole  action,  I append 
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herewith  his  report  of  his  operatious.  I led  the  Thirty-first  New  York 
and  the  Ninety -fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  stormed  the  woods  in  the  face  of 
an  exceedingly  hot  fire.  These  were  soon  established  there,  after  driv- 
ing the  enemy  across  a swamp  and  taking  up  an  exceedingly  advantage- 
ous position.  From  time  to  time  supports  were  sent  into  the  woods  to 
sustain  those  engaged  against  overwhelming  masses  of  the  enemy. 

For  over  two  hours  after  ray  arrival  this  part  of  the  line  maintained 
the  unequal  contest,  when  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  being  forced  back 
and  exposing  my  left  flank,  rendered  a withdrawal  of  the  trooi)S  neces- 
sary. A firm  stand  was  made  upon  a hill,  when  darkness  put  an  end 
to  the  conflict. 

I am  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  brigade,  who  displayed  the  firmness  of  old  and  well-disciplined 
troops. 

I must  make  honorable  mention  of  the  members  of  my  staff*,  Lieuts. 
Samuel  W.  Waldron,  jr.,  and  William  Eussell,  jr.,  my  aides-de-camp; 
of  Capt.  James  E.  Montgomery,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  was 
wounded ; of  Capt.  James  K.  Scofield,  who  was  wounded  and  a pris- 
oner. These  gentlemen  were  under  rifle  fire  in  the  woods  on  horse- 
back, wlien  every  one  else  was  on  foot,  engaged  in  carrying  orders,  and 
if  exposure  to  danger  deserves  reward  they  are  entitled  to  it.  Col. 
lloderick  Mathesou,  Thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  who  com- 
manded the  half  of  my  brigade,  deserves  high  distinction  for  his  skill 
and  gallantry. 

Col.  J.  M.  Gosline  and  Maj.  William  B.  Hubbs,  of  the  Ninety-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  while  gallantly  performing  their  duty,  were 
mortally  wounded,  and  are  since  dead.  Col.  Calvin  E.  Pratt,  while 
leading  the  Thirty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  was  wounded  severely. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Myers,  commanding  the  Eighteenth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, who  was  suffering  from  typhoid  fever,  left  his  bed  and  led  his 
regiment  throughout  the  action. 

1 regret  the  loss  of  the  following  gallant  officers  killed : Capt.  George 
Barry,  Capt.  Theodore  C.  Eogers,  of  the  Eighteenth  New  York  Volun- 
teers ; Capt.  Henry  Whittock,  of  the  Thirty-first  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  of  First  Lieut.  Hamilton  Donohue,  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. 

I would  also  make  mention  of  the  following  officers,  wounded  while  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty:  Capt.  J.  B.  Sloan,  First  Lieut.  E.  Frossard, 
First  Lieut.  W.  Maitland,  of  the  Thirty-first  New  York  Y^olunteers ; Adjt. 
John  H.  Eussell,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Eadcliffe,  Lieut.  James  Chalmers,  and 
Lieut.  Horatio  G.  Goodno,  of  the  Eighteenth  New  Y^ork  Volunteers,  and 
Lieut.  H.  Oscar  Eoberts,  Capt.  Edward  Carroll,  Lieutenant  Shugrue, 
Capt.  Henry  W.  Hewes,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  G.  Chapman,  of  the 
Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  I will,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  sup- 
plied, furnish  a list  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves 
in  this  the  bloodiest  battle  of  the  war. 

I append  herewith  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  amount- 
ing to  409.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  necessarily  incomplete.* 
Those  re])orted  as  missing  are  nearly  all  in  the  former  category.  Pri- 
vate Thomas  Williams,  of  the  First  New  Y^ork  Cavalry,  my  orderly, 
attended  me  through  the  whole  action.  I was  exceedingly  struck  with 
his  coolness  and  bravery,  and  he  deserves  honorable  mention. 

Captain  Harkins,  of  the  First  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding  the 
division  provost  guard,  is  entitled  to  honorable  mention  for  his  great 
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zeal  and  efficiency  in  forming  and  organizing  the  troops  after  being 
forced  back  to  our  final  position. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

Capt.  H.  0.  Eodgers, 

Aetg.  As^t.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Slocunds  Division. 


No.  182. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  C.  Meginnis,  Eighteenth  New  Yorh  Infantry.^  of  the 

battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers, 

Camp.,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : In  the  absence  of  Lientenant-Colonel  Myers,  who  was  obliged 
to  leave  immediately  after  the  battle  on  account  of  sickness,  I beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  the  27th  of  June,  near  the  hour  of  12  m.,  I received  an  order  to 
form  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  my  camp.  After  com- 
plying with  the  order  and  while  standing  in  line  the  enemy  in  front 
commenced  shelling  onr  camp.  One  of  their  shells  exjdoded  in  front 
of  onr  regiment,  killing  1 man  and  wounding  3,  one  of  whom  has  since 
died.  I then  received  an  order  to  form  mj  regiment  in  rear  of  the 
hill,  where  we  lay  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  I was  ordered  into 
camp. 

At  2.30  o’clock  I was  ordered  to  form  my  regiment  in  the  brigade, 
which  I did,  and  we  commenced  our  march  across  the  Chickahominy 
by  wa3"  of  the  Woodbury  Bridge.  After  arriving  on  the  east  bank  of 
tlie  Chickahominy  the  brigade  was  halted  on  the  hill  near  the  hospital, 
and  formed  in  column  by  division.  My  regiment  was  then  ordered  to 
sujiport  Upton’s  battery  on  its  right  fiank.  1 immediately  deployed, 
and  moved  u])  under  cover  of  the  woods.  After  remaining  there  a few 
moments  the  battery  advanced  hearly  half  a mile,  and  1 moved  up  with 
it  under  cover  of  the  woods,  when  I received  orders  to  file  left  and 
cross  the  field,  where  I formed  the  regiment  into  column  by  division. 
We  were  then  led  by  General  Newton  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where 
the  battle  was  raging.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  by  the  right 
fiank  across  the  road  into  the  adjoining  field  and  to  deploy  in  line  of 
battle,  our  left  resting  on  the  right  of  the  Thirty-second  New  York. 

About  this  time  our  right  companies  received  a terrific  fire  of  grape 
and  canister,  the  men  lying  down  and  receiving  the  fire  with  great 
coolness.  In  the  mean  time  the  Thirty-second  moved  across  the  ravine 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle  under  cover  of  the  hill  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy.  We  then  received  orders  to  move  to  the  left,  and  form  line 
of  battle  in  rear  of  the  Thirty-second,  close  to  the  ravine.  I remained 
there  a short  time,  when  I received  orders  from  Colonel  Matheson  to 
cross  the  ravine  and  relieve  the  Thirty-second.  We  then  moved  into 
action.  This  was  nearly  5 o’clock  p.  m. 

The  battle  raged  without  intermission  till  nearly  6.30  o’clock,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  cease  firing,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
their  fire  having  slackened.  Captain  Barry,  of  Company  D,  approached 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  discovered  the  enemy  approaching  in  force. 
He  remarked  that  they  were  coming,  when  he  was  instantly  shot  dead. 
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We  then  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  and  cliecked  their  advance,  the  en- 
emy returning  the  fire  sharply  and  retiring.  Soon  after  I received 
orders  from  Colonel  Matheson  to  cease  firing,  as  the  Jersey  brigade 
were  forming  in  front  of  ns.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  cleared  away  I saw 
a line  formed  across  the  field  near  the  woods,  which  I was  led  to  be- 
lieve was  the  Jersey  brigade.  I watched  the  line  and  discovered  that 
it  was  moving  toward  us.  1 then  was  convinced  there  was  some  mis- 
take, and  informed  Colonel  Alatheson.  He  ordered  me  not  to  fire  till 
he  could  ascertain  who  thej'  were.  I then  went  to  the  front,  and  dis- 
covered their  flag  when  they  were  about  150  yards  from  us.  They  were 
coming  down  upon  us  in  line  of  battle  and  at  a double-quick.  Almost 
simultaneously  with  my  discovering  their  identity  they  opened  fire  upon 
us.  I immediately  gave  the  order  to  commence  firing,  and  checked 
their  advance.  We  continued  this  fire  without  intermission  until  7.30 
o’clock,  when  I discovered  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  turning 
our  right  flank  and  was  pouring  in  a terrific  fire  upon  us. 

At  this  time  we  were  out  of  ammunition.  I then  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Matheson  to  fall  back  and  form  line  of  battle  in  the  road 
to  our  left,  which  I made  an  elfort  to  do,  but  the  enemy  beifig  within 
30  yards  of  us,  and  the  troops  on  the  left  of  us  having  broken  and 
retreated  in  disorder  and  my  men  being  between  two  severe  fires,  I 
found  it  impossible  to  do,  and  immediately  moved  them  under  cover 
of  the  woods  along  the  ravine  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries.  In  falling 
back  we  received  the  most  severe  fire  of  the  day  and  lost  the  most  part 
of  our  men.  Capt.  Theodore  C.  Eogers,  of  Company  H,  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  was  carried  a short  distance  to  the  rear,  but  the  enemy 
pressing  us  closelj^,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  him.  Also  Lieut.  H.  G. 
Goodno,  of  Company  K,  after  having  performed  his  part  in  the  day’s 
battle  most  nobly,  fell  with  a severe  wound  and  was  taken  prisoner, 
but  subsequently  escaped.  I fell  back  with  my  regiment  to  the  hill- 
side in  rear  of  the  hospital  and  there  rallied  the  regiment,  which  had 
become  somewhat  disordered  in  the  retreat.  I remained  there  till 
about  10  o’clock,  when,  receiving  no  orders,  I recrossed  the  Cliicka- 
hominy  and  returned  to  my  camp. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  to  you  that  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  regiment  who  were  in  the  battle  behaved  with  the  greatest 
coolness  and  bravery,  and  I would  mention  particularly  Capt.  A.  Bar- 
clay Mitchell,  of  Company  C,  who  was  unceasing  in  his  endeavors  to 
keep  his  men  cool  and  firm,  and  who  was  to  my  personal  knowledge 
in  a perfect  hail-storm  of  grape  and  canister,  encouraging  his  men  and 
holding  them  steady ; also  Lieut.  Daniel  Daley,  of  Company  A,  and 
Lieut.  Eobert  Malone,  of  Company  D,  whose  gallantry  could  not  be 
surpassed.  I would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Thirty- 
first  New  York  poured  a volley  into  us  from  our  rear,  killing  1 man 
and  wounding  2,  and  causing  the  right  wing  of  my  regiment  to  fall  back 
a few  paces.  They  were  immediately  rallied,  and  returned  to  the  line. 

The  number  my  regiment  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  from 
the  battle  of  the  27th  is  110,  being  in  detail  12  killed,  G3  wounded,  and 
35  missing.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  MEGINNIS, 

Major,  Commanding  Eighteenth  New  Yorh  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  S.  W.  Waldron,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


See  p.  39. 
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Report  of  Col.  Rodericlc  Matheson,  Thirty -second  New  Yorlc  Infantry.,  of 
the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-second  Eegiment  New  York  Yols., 
Harrison’’ s Bar,  James  River,  July  5,  18G2. 

8ir:  I would  submit  tbe  following  statement  of  facts  as  my  report 
of  the  doings  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  Eegiments  of  the 
Third  Brigade  at  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy,  on  Friday,  the  27th 
day  of  June,  18G2: 

The  Third  Brigade,  after  crossing  the  Chickahominy  on  the  27th  day 
of  June  last,  passed  to  the  support  of  General  Porter,  and  arrived  upon 
the  field  of  battle  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  By  your  order  I took  com- 
mand of  the  Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  Eegiments,  to  dispose  of 
them  as  in  my  discretion  I deemed  best.  I immediately  relieved  two 
regiments  Avho  were  occupying  a position  upon  an  eminence  in  front  of 
a belt  of  woods  protecting  the  enemy’s  front  and  line  in  ihat  locality. 
This  position  the  Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  maintained  for  more 
than  two  hours  and  a half,  when  I was  compelled  to  send  my  adjutant 
to  report  our  want  of  ammunition. 

Information  reached  me  that  a portion  of  the  Thirty-first  Eegiment 
was  lying  in  a deep  cut  on  the  left  of  our  position.  I sent  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pinto  to  bring  them  up  to  the  relief  of  the  Eighteenth.  He 
failing  to  find  them  I went  mj^self,  and  found  the  whole  of  the  Thirty- 
first  in  a ravine  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighteenth.  I ordered  Colonel  Pratt 
forward,  which  he  did  promptly  in  line  of  battle.  At  this  juncture 
Colonel  Pratt  fell,  wounded  in  the  head,  and  was  taken  from  tlie  field. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  appeared  upon  our  right  flank  in  heavy 
force,  which  compelled  me  to  change  my  original  purpose.  I instantly 
led  the  Thirty-first  forward  to  meet  them,  when  we  were  soon  engaged 
with  them,  which  position  was  held,  holding  in  check  their  advancing 
brigades  until  sufficient  time  had  been  given  for  my  other  line  to  change 
front.  I then  ordered  the  major  commanding  the  Thirty-first  to  retire 
firing  and  take  up  his  position  behind  the  fence  lying  along  the  road, 
forming  a junction  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  Eegiments, 
but  the  enemy  appearing  immediately  in  rear  and  upon  our  left  flank, 
all  our  support  on  dhe  left  having  been  driven  out  of  the  woods,  we 
were  again  compelled  to  retire,  which  they  all  did  in  good  order,  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  across  the  road  leading  to 
Woodbury’s  Bridge,  where  we  remained  until  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  gallant  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  engaged,  and  I would  here  pay  just  tribute  to  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Capts.  Tlieodore  C.  Eogers  and  George  Barry,  of  the 
Eighteentli,  who  fell  mortally  wounded  while  in  the  full  discharge  of 
their  duty,  and  to  Lieut.  H.  G.  Goodno,  of  the  same  regiment,  who  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  neck ; also  to  Captain  Whittock,  of  the  Thirty- 
first  Eegiment,  who  fell  mortally  wounded  when  endeavoring  to  rally 
his  men  for  a renewed  attack  upon  the  enemy’s  line. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

EOD’K  MATHESON, 

Colonel.,  Commanding. 

S.  W.  Waldron,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Gustavus  W.  Toivn^  Ninety-fifth  Pemisylvaiiia  In- 
fantry.! of  the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-fifth  Kehiment  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Camp  in  the  Field.,  July  5,  18G2. 

Sir  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  the  oiieratious  of  my 
regiment  on  the  27th  of  June  last: 

Early  in  the  morning  the  regiment,  pursuant  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  left  camp,  under  command  of  Col.  John  M.  Gosline,  and 
crossed  the  Ohickahoniiny  by  way  of  a bridge  on  the  right  of  General 
Smith’s  division,  and  took  u[)  position  in  the  rear  of  Gaines’  Hill.  We 
remaiued  there  until  about  11  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  when,  having  been 
ordered  to  recross,  we  took  up  position  assigned  on  the  right  bank,  near 
the  bridge,  where  we  remained  until  noon,  when  orders  were  received 
for  a return  to  camp. 

Shortly  after  reaching  camp  the  enemy  commenced  shelling,  and  the 
regiment  was  immediately  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  placed  under 
shelter  a short  distance  to  the  rear. 

About  2 p.  m.,  with  the  balance  of  the  division,  we  again  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  over  Woodbury’s  Bridge,  marching  from  thence  to  the  hill 
near  Gaines’  house.  After  maneuvering  under  orders,  the  regiment  was 
deployed  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  entering  the  woods  as  first  line,  suii- 
])orted  by  the  Thirty-first  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers  as  second  line, 
the  movement  being  made  under  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
occupying  the  woods  in  large  numbers.  The  right  of  the  regiment  on 
entering  the  woods  encountered  swamps  and  dense  undergrowth  through 
which  they  could  not  ])ass,  and  being  subjected  to  severe  fire  from  the 
enemy  without  the  ability  to  reply  with  effect,  the  two  right  companies 
were  deployed  into  column  in  rear  of  the  third  until  the  woods  allowed 
them  again  to  deploy. 

We  continued  advancing  into  the  woods,  where  we  received  and  re- 
turned a fire  of  musketry.  The  Thirty-first  New  York  Volunteers  was 
at  this  time  lying  down  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  my  regiment  was 
ordered  to  take  the  second  line,  which  they  did,  retiring  to  it  in  good 
order,  when  both  lines  were  advanced  under  orders,  cheering  as  they 
Avent,  and  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  When  near  the  outer  edge 
of  the  woods  the  Thirty-first  New  York  retired  to  the  rear  of  this,  thus 
bringing  this  regiment  again  in  front  line  and  nearer  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  rapid  fire  being  still  kept  up  with  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the 
open  space  beyond.  At  this  time  the  enemy,  having  turned  the  left  fiank 
of  the  brigade,  poured  murderous  volleys  of  musketry  into  our  left  and 
rear,  forcing  us  from  our  position.  The  colonel  and  major  had  just  then 
fallen  and  Avere  being  carried  to  the  rear,  both  mortally  wounded,  and 
others  of  the  wounded  who  were  accessible  were  being  carried  out. 

The  regiment  as  it  retired  from  the  AAmods  Avas  ordered  to  reform  in 
rear  of  the  brigade  of  General  Taylor,  Avhich  was  then  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  edge  of  the  hill  facing  the  woods.  Eeceiving  no  further  orders, 
a large  number  of  the  men  were  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
the  dead  and  Avounded  from  the  Avoods  to  the  hospitals  and  other  places 
of  shelter,  this  being  rendered  necessary  by  an  insufficiency  of  other 
means  of  conveyance.  The  enemy  having  now  repossessed  the  woods, 
tliat  i)ortion  of  the  regiment  Avhich  had  reformed  on  the  broAv  of  the 
hill  facing  the  Avoods,  being  exposed  to  a heaA^y  fire,  Avas  ordered  to 
voJixe,  a;nd  shelter  itself  behind  the  hill  to  the  right  of  a battery  of 
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Parrott  guns  wliicli  was  then  playing  upon  the  enemy  in  the  woods. 
At  this  time  there  were  no  Union  troops  in  front  of  us,  and  upon  the 
Irisli  Brigade  advancing  beyond  ns  we  marched  by  a tlank  in  good 
order  across  the  fields  to  a hill  on  which  was  located  the  principal  hos- 
pital, where  those  who  were  engaged  in  carrying  the  dead  and  wounded 
had  been  ordered  to  assemble.  From  thence  we  marched  by  the  road 
a short  distance  to  a field  on  its  right,  where  we  remained  in  line  until 
nearly  dark  awaiting  orders,  and  unable  to  find  or  report  to  the  brigade. 

The  contest  being  evidentlj^  ended  and  the  troops  retiring,  the  regi- 
ment took  up  line  of  march  for  the  AVoodbury  Bridge.  On  arriving 
there  found  that  stragglers  crowding  upon  the  bridge,  in  connection 
with  the  artillery  which  was  then  crossing,  had  blocked  up  the  entrance 
to  the  bridge  to  such  an  extent  that  a large  number  of  wounded,  in 
ajiibulances  and  upon  stretchers,  was  wholly  unable  to  gain  admission 
to  it.  The  regiment  was  thereupon  halted,  and  I assumed  the  authority 
to  post  a guard  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  a battery  which  was  about 
crossing  having  ui^on  request  willingly  stopped,  no  one  was  allowed  to 
proceed  farther  until  all  the  wounded  then  appearing  had  been  con- 
's  eyed  across,  when  the  guard  was  withdrawn  and  the  regiment  again 
resumed  its  march,  returning  by  the  ordinary  road  to  its  former  Camp, 
reaching  there  shortly  before  midnight.  Eeported  immediately  there- 
after at  brigade  headquarters  for  orders. 

Our  losses  during  the  day  were  somewTiat  severe  both  among  officers 
and  men,  myself  being  the  only  field  officer  uninjured.  It  is  feared 
that  many  of  our  w^onnded  who  were  removed  to  the  hospitals  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  field  of  action  afterward  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  from  lack  of  transportation  to  carry  them  in  safety 
farther  to  the  rear. 

Of  the  conduct  of  such  officers  as  fell  under  my  immediate  observa- 
tion I would  say  that  all  behaved  in  tlie  most  commendable  manner. 

Herewith  find  list  of  casualties,  marked  schedule  A. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GUST.  W.  TOWN, 

Lieut.  Col..,  Commanding  Ninety-fifth  Regt.  Fa.  Vols. 

Lieut.  S.  W.  AValpron,  Jr., 

A.  D.  0.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  185. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  actions  at  GarnctPs  and  Golding^s  Farms,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  and  engagement  at  White  Gate  Swamp  Bridge. 

Headquarters  Smith’s  Division, 

Camp  on  Buffings  Farm,  July  11,  1862. 

I submit  the  following  report  of  the  fights  and  marches  of  the  men 
under  my  command  from  June  27  till  our  arrival  at  this  camp,  July  3, 
1862: 

On  Thursday  night,  June  26,  a heavy  working  party  was  detailed, 
supported  by  a part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  under  General  Brooks,  to 
construct  an  epaulement  for  a large  portion  of  the  Keservo  xVrtillery  on 
the  Garnett  Hill,  in  front  of  my  lines  at  Golding’s.  The  labor  pro- 
ceeded quietly  through  the  night,  and  found  us  in  the  morning  with  our 


CilAP.  XXIII.] 


seven-days’  battles. 


463 


men  sufficiently  well  covered  to  continue  the  work  during  the  day. 
About  8 a.  m.  General  Brooks  and  his  command  were  relieved  by  the 
entire  brigade  of  General  Hancock,  and  six  batteries  of  Beserve  Artillery 
were  brought  up  as  far  as  Golding’s  Plain,  preparatory  to  an  advance. 
The  enemy’s  columns  were  soon  seen  forming  on  the  Nine-mile  road 
and  in  rear  of  James  Garnett’s,  and  while  making  dispositions  to  receive 
them  an  order  came  to  do  nothing  to  bring  on  a general  engagement. 
To  obey  this  order,  and  defend  as  far  as  possible  the  works  under  wiiy, 
General  Hancock  was  ordered  to  fall  back  a few  hundred  yards  into 
the  woods  on  the  left  bank  of  the  little  creek  behind  him,  keeping  a 
strong  picket  force  in  the  rifle  pits,  while  Carlisle’s  and  Ames’  batteries, 
under  Colonel  Getty,  and  flve  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  under  Major 
Kellogg,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  were  placed  in  position  on  the  high 
mound  on  the  right  bank  of  the  creek,  so  as  to  see  in  reverse  our  work, 
cover  General  Hancock’s  left  flank,  and  have  a general  fire  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Old  Tavern. 

Considerable  maneuvering  took  place  with  the  rebel  infantry,  but  no 
advance  was  made.  About  10.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  some  three 
or  four  batteries  from  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  Garnett’s  on  our  artil- 
lery and  the  troops  on  the  plain.  This  Avas  briskly  replied  to  by  the 
artillery  of  our  side,  and  after  an  hour  the  rebel  fire  slackened  and 
ceased.  Threatening  demonstrations  occurred  during  the  day,  but  no 
attack  until  about  0.30  p.  m.,  when  artillery  agais)  opened  a heavy  fire 
oil  Ames’  battery,  the  others  having  been  withdrawn.  The  battery 
replied  gallantly  and  soon  silenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  While  rhis 
was  going  on,  all  the  heavy  guns  I could  place  in  iiosition  were  used 
in  trying  to  drive  back  the  columns  of  rebel  forces  pouring  over  Gaines’ 
Hill  to  attack  General  Porter’s  left  flank.  The  long  range  (2^  miles) 
prevented  great  accuracy,  but  the  rebels  were  finally  forced  to  retire  to 
the  woods  and  take  a covered  road  till  they  got  below  our  view. 

Soon  after  sunset  a furious  infantry  attack  was  made  on  General 
Hancock,  Avhich  was  gallantly  repulsed.  Major  Kellogg,  of  the  First 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  having  served  his  heavy  guns  until  dark, 
formed  his  command  and  went  into  the  fight  with  General  Hancock 
without  orders,  showing  the  stuff  of  which  himself  and  his  men  were 
comiiosed.  1 respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  Generals  Hancock  and 
Brooks. 

(^n  the  morning  of  the  28th,  in  order  to  iirotect  our  troops  from  the 
lire  of  the  artillery  from  Gaines’  Hill,  then  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy,  Ave  Avere  changing  our  lines,  when  batteries  opened  on  us  from 
tlie  Garnett  Hill,  from  the  valley  of  the  river  above  us,  and  from 
Gaines’  Hill,  the  battery  at  the  last  place  throwing  missiles  of  about 
GO  ])ouuds’  Aveight.  The  moA'emeut  was  so  far  adAmnced  that  but  little 
damage  was  done,  and  Captain  Mott’s  battery,  the  only  one  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear,  opened,  apiiarently  Avith  good  effect.  After  the 
cannonading  ceased  the  SeA^enth  and  Eighth  Georgia  Regiments  at- 
tempted to  carry  the  ay orks  just  vacated  by  us,  but  were  repulsed  with 
great  carnage  by  the  Thirty-third  NeAV  York  and  Forty-ninth  Pennsyl 
A'ania  Regiments,  on  picket,  and  a section  of  Mott’s  battery,  which 
threAv  shrapnel  with  great  precision.  Colonel  Lamar,  Eighth  Georgia, 
fell  into  our  hands  badly  Avounded,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Towers,  and 
15  or  20  privates.  The  acknowledged  loss  of  the  tAvo  regiments  Avas 
about  150. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  moved  by  the  Trent 
house,  Avhere  Ave  formed  in  line  of  battle,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
rear  of  the  wagon  train  and  prevent  the  passage  of  the  river  at  the 
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bridges  in  our  front.  We  then  fell  back  slowly  to  the  position  indicated 
for  the  division  in  front  of  Savage  Station,  where,  finding  both  our 
flanks  unprotected  and  the  enemy  gathering  in  force  in  front,  we  fell 
back  by  order  of  General  Franklin  to  the  station,  where  we  formed  a 
junction  with  Sumner’s  corps  and  formed  line  of  battle.  After  a couy)le 
of  hours’  delay  here  we  started  for  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  but  were 
recalled  after  marching  a couple  of  miles  to  take  part  in  the  fight  there. 
The  First  Brigade,  General  Hancock,  was  throvm  into  the  woods  on  the 
right  to  hold  the  railroad,  while  the  Second  Brigade,  General  Brooks, 
was  thrown  into  'the  woods  on  the  left.  The  Third  Brigade,  Colonel 
Taylor,  was  held  in  reserve.  General  Davidson  had  unfortunately 
been  placed  Iwrs  de  combat  by  a sun-stroke  while  forming  his  line  on 
the  plain.  General  Brooks  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy  and  fought 
them  until  after  dark,  during  which  time  he  was  wounded,  but  has 
constantly  continued  to  do  duty  up  to  this  day.  The  Forty-ninth  New 
York,  Colonel  Bidwell,  and  Twentieth  New  York,  Colonel  Weiss,  were 
thrown  forward  to  re-enforce  General  Brooks,  but  had  not  time  to  reach 
him  before  the  buttle  closed.  About  10  o’clock  p.  m.,  after  the  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  leaving  the  wounded,  the  division  left  for  the  White 
Oak  Swamp,  which  we  crossed  abcut  half  an  hour  after  daylight  on  the 
30th  ultimo.  The  division  was  formed  here  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
trains.  About  noon  a terrific  cannonade  was  oi)ened  from  the  plateau 
opposite,  and  a new  line  was  formed  to  get  the  infantry  sheltered. 
Captain  Ayres,  the  gallant  and  efficient  chief  of  artillery,  finding  his 
batteries  unable  to  cope  with  artillery  which  could  not  be  seen,  they 
were  withdrawn  to  be  formed  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy 
across  the  plain. 

About  10  o’clock  our  tired  soldiers  were  again  called  upon  to  com- 
mence a night  march  for  Turkey  Creek,  which  we  reached  about  5 
o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  1st.  After  a couple  of  hours’  rest  the  command 
was  again  turned  out  to  form  line  of  battle,  where  it  remained  until 
about  11  o’clock  at  night,  when  we  drew  out  near  the  road,  where  we 
halted  till  after  sunrise,  waiting  for  artillery  and  other  troops  to  pass. 
To  General  Davidson,  overtasked  as  he  had  been,  was  assigned  the 
delicate  and  res])onsible  duty  of  holding  the  ground  until  the  rest  of 
the  division  had  crossed  the  two  narrow  bridges  over  Turkey  Creek, 
of  retiring  his  own  brigade,  and  then  destroying  the  bridges.  The 
duty  was  performed  with  perfect  success.  We  then  started  for  Har- 
rison’s Bar,  and,  to  add  to  the  already  enormous  fatigues  of  the  men, 
a drenching  storm  came  on,  which  soon  made  the  roads  excessively 
lieavy.  The  division  reached  camp  about  noon  on  Wednesday,  where 
the  men  remained  ail  night  in  the  mud,  exposed  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather. 

On  Thursday  morning  some  shells  falling  into  camp  caused  the  divis- 
ion to  be  turned  out  again  to  move  to  our  present  position. 

The  cheerfulness  with  which  the  men  and  officers  endured  the  fatigues 
and  watchings  and  privations  of  this  terrible  march,  always  forming 
their  lines  with  alacrity  when  threatened  and  always  repulsing  the 
enemy  when  attacked,  is  above  all  jiraise.  Generals  Hancock,  Brooks, 
and  Davidson  deserve  for  their  gallantry  and  untiring  zeal  the  especial 
notice  of  the  Government.  To  my  staff.  Captain  Mundee,  acting  divis- 
ion quartermaster;  Captain  Currie,  assistant  adjutaiit-general ; Capt. 
P.  C.  F.  West,  volunteer  topographical  engineer  and  aide-de-cami) ; 
Ca])tain  Crane,  ordnance  officer ; Lieutenant  Carey,  aide-de-canq) ; 
Lieutenant  Scrymser,  aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Edgerton,  provost-mar- 
sl\af,  and  Lieutepant  Berry,  acting  aide-de-camp,  my  thanks  are  due 
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for  their  gallantry  and  efficiency  during  the  toilsome  week.  For  the 
losses  I refer  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
Capt.  E.  Sparrow  Purdy,  A.  A.  G.,  FranUinh  Corps. 


No.  186. 

Report  of  Capt.  Bomeyn  B.  Ayres,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
of  operations  June  2^- July  1. 

Hdqrs.  Light  Artillery,  Smith’s  Division, 

Camp  at  Rarrisonh  Landing,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  and  operations 
of  the  artillery  of  this  division  during  the  recent  fights  and  marches. 

On  the  28th  day  of  June,  pursuant  to  orders,  arrangements  were 
made  to  move  from  Golding’s.  Before  the  movements  took  place  the 
enemy  opened  a heavy  cannonade  upon  the  plain  at  that  place,  followed 
by  an  attack  of  infantry  upon  our  left.  Mott’s  battery,  posted  at  that 
point,  opened  upon  the  infantry  and  did  handsome  service.  The  bat- 
teries were  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  field,  my  own  after  the 
infantry.  Early  next  morning  a temporary  position  was  taken  farther 
down  the  Ohickahominy.  Subsequently  the  division  marched  to  Savage 
Station. 

The  general  commanding  the  division  here  directed  me  to  move  at 
once  with  the  artillery  through  White  Oak  Swamp  and  report  to  the 
commanding  general.  The  order  was  executed,  and  the  batteries  by 
his  direction  posted  to  cover  the  crossings  and  for  the  night.  Captain 
Wheeler  having  reported  that  his  numbers  were  so  reduced  that  he 
could  serve  but  two  guns,  his  battery  was  placed  in  park.  Next  morn- 
ing the  troops  of  other  divisions  moved  off,  while  the  field  in  our  rear 
was  filled  with  wagon  and  ambulance  trains,  slowly  dragging  them- 
selves away. 

About  noon  the  enemy  suddenly  opened  upon  this  narrow  front  from 
many  i)ieces,  which  they  had  secretly  assembled  during  the  morning  on 
the  opposite  heights  beliind  bushes,  &c.  I ordered  the  two  batteries — 
my  own  and  Mott’s — in  position  to  open  at  once  in  reply,  at  the  same 
time  directing  Wheeler’s,  which,  as  mentioned  above,  was  compara- 
tively useless,  to  retire  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  field.  I 
gave  the  same  order  to  Cowan’s  also,  which  was  at  this  time  quite  in 
rear  of  any  position  where  he  could  open  with  any  advantage.  This 
unequal  contest  continued  a short  time,  when  Mott’s  battery  was  thrown 
into  confusion  and  soon  became  useless.  I had  ordered  the  captain  to 
join  and  look  to  it.  It  left  the  field  broken  up  and  in  disorder,  the 
horses,  many  of  them,  scattered. 

Shortly  after  this  the  general  commanding  the  division  ordered  the 
artillery  to  be  withdrawn  across  the  field.  My  battery  was  drawn  off 
to  the  right  and  rear,  so  as  to  be  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  division 
and  the  right  of  Eichardson’s.  The  order  was  given  in  good  time,  as 
the  woods  on  the  right  flank  of  the  position  were  soon  occupied  by  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters.  Riding  to  the  position  just  vacated  by  the 
artillery,  I found  there  was  still  a i)iece  of  Mott’s  battery  and  its  lim- 
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ber,  with  five  horses,  near  where  my  battery  stood.  Eidiiig  back  and 
meeting  a corporal  of  that  battery  mounted  on  a harnessed  horse,  I 
ordered  him  to  go  at  once,  hitch  in  the  horse,  and  bring  off  the  piece. 
In  a moment  after  1 met  Lieutenant  Flynn,  and  ordered  him  to  go  with 
the  corporal  and  bring  off*  that  piece.  In  another  moment  I met  Lieu- 
tenant Stuart,  same  battery,  and  ordered  him  to  go,  and  be  sure  that 
that  piece  was  brought  off.  I then  joined  my  own  battery  and  put  it 
in  position  on  the  right  of  Eichardson’s  division.  In  a few  moments 
Captain  Hazzard,  of  that  division,  not  seeing  my  battery  (owing  to  the 
dust),  put  his  in  position  immediately  in  its  front.  I then  selected  a 
position  for  mine  to  the  right  and  between  two  brigades  of  our  division. 
Some  time  after  this  I learned  with  surjirise  that  the  piece  of  Mott’s 
battery  alluded  to  above  was  left. 

Just  after  dark  I was  directed  to  turn  over  my  battery  to  General 
Eichardson,  who  followed  us  to  fire  for  a time  upon  the  crossing  of  the 
swamp  and  then  to  cover  the  retreat.  This  duty  was  well  done,  the 
oflicers  deserving  credit  for  bringing  off  their  pieces  under  peculiarly 
trying  circumstances.  They#  rejoined  the  division  next  morning  at 
Turkey  Bend,  and  according  to  orders  I brought  the  batteries  to  this 
place,  arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  2d. 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  battery  bore  themselves  well.  The 
following  officers  and  enlisted  men  are  particularly  deserving  of  men- 
tion for  their  good  behavior  and  efficient  performance  of  their  duty 
under  fire : 

First  Lieut.  L.  Martin,  Second  Lieut.  D.  H.  Kinzie,  Second  Lieut.  C. 
E.  Hickox,  and  Plrst  Sergt.  Charles  Simon  (always  in  the  right  place  at 
the  right  time),  Sergeants  [George]  Uhri,  [John]  Cronin,  [Henry]  Storch, 
and  Corporals  [Francis]  Burns  and  [John]  Conshingan,  Battery  F,  Fifth 
Artillery.  After  my  own  battery  had  been  withdrawn  Sergeants  Uhri 
and  Storch  accompanied  Lieutenant  Hickox  and  brought  off*  a 10-pounder 
Parrott  under  heavy  fire,  abandoned  by  Captain  Mott. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  AYEES, 

Captain^  Fifth  Artillery^  Commanding. 

Capt.  L.  D.  H.  Currie, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral^  SmiWs  Division. 


No.  187. 

Rejwrt  of  Brig.  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Haneoch,  TJ.  S.  Army.,  commanding  First 
Brigade^  of  actions  at  GarnetPs  and  Golding’’ s Farms.,  battle  of  Savage 
Station,  and  engagement  at  White  OaJc  Swa^np  Bridge. 

Hdqrs.  of  the  First  Brigade,  Smith’s  Division, 

July  10,  1862. 

Captain:  About  8 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June  I 
was  directed  with  my  brigade  to  take  possession  of  the  line  of  intrench- 
ments  overlooking  James  Garnett’s  house  and  the  plain  surrounding  it, 
which  had  been  thrown  up  the  night  previous,  and  to  complete  and  de- 
fend it.  The  officers  of  engineers  especially  in  charge  of  the  work 
were  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander  and  Lieut.  F.  U.  Farquhar.  I was 
also  directed  to  hold  the  skirt  of  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  work, 
directly  in  front  of  James  Garnett’s  house,  my  right  flank  resting  on 
the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy. 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


SEVEN-DA.YS’  BATTLES.  467 

About  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  enemy  having  posted  artillery  at  differ- 
ent points  on  the  plain  and  threatening  to  assault  the  work  by  a col- 
umn of  infantrj^  then  within  musket-shot  on  my  left  flank,  I immedi- 
ately made  preparations  to  defend  the  rifle  pits,  and  asked  the  assist- 
ance of  some  light  artillery.  In  a short  time  afterward  I was  directed 
to  abandon  the  rifle  pits  except  by  the  pickets,  and  to  confine  my  opera- 
tions to  defending  the  skirt  of  woods  before  referred  to. 

Some  time  after  this  the  enemy  commenced  a furious  eauuonading  of 
the  camp  of  the  division  behind  our  x)osition,  many  of  the  shot  passing 
into  and  through  the  woods  in  which  my  troops  were  stationed,  inflict- 
ing upon  us  a few  losses,  but  having  no  other  effect.  Their  artillery 
was  finally  silenced  by  ours,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty. 
Late  in  the  evening  the  enemy’s  artillery  again  fiercely  opened,  aiipar- 
ently  with  the  view  of  driving  our  infantry  out  of  the  woods.  They 
met  with  no  success  in  that  respect,  and  were  shortly  after  silenced  by 
our  artillery  as  before. 

Late  in  the  evening,  after  sundown,  a body  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
from  Garnett’s  house  commenced  an  assault  upon  my  command.  They 
drove  in  my  pickets  rapidly  (the  picket  liiuis  had  been  less  than  100 
yards  apart),  and  advanced  to  a little  crest  in  the  wheat  field  separating 
us,  about  40  yards  distant  from  my  line,  and  delivered  their  fire.  Our 
men  replied  with  spirit,  and  stood  bravely  uii  to  the  work  before  them. 
The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  the  crest  in  question,  was  partially 
sheltered  from  our  fire.  The  contest  of  musketry  continued  until  long 
after  dark,  when  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  serious  loss.  The  car- 
tridges of  our  troops  were  nearlj^  exhausted  at  the  close  of  the  contest. 

The  action  of  itself  had  the  greatest  importance,  from  the  fact  that 
the  enemy  had  just  gained  a success  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ohicka- 
hominy,  and  from  the  fact  that  had  he  been  able  to  force  his  way  through 
our  lines  at  the  point  held  by  me  he  would  have  been  enabled  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  positions  of  our  army  on  either  bank  of  the  stream. 

During  the  aetion  General  Brooks  came  to  my  assistance  with  the 
Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Colonel  Lord,  and  so  disposed  of  that  regi- 
ment as  to  take  the  enemy  in  rear  of  their  left  flank.  Three  companies 
got  into  iiosition  just  as  the  firing  had  ceased.  The  regiment,  however, 
met  some  easualties  in  coming  into  position.  General  Brooks  also  ren- 
dered me  valuable  assistance  in  taking  charge  of  the  right  of  our  line,*, 
another  of  his  regiments,  the  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Stoughton,  being  under  my  orders  and  stationed  at  that  point. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buck,  Second 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  commanding  the  pickets  of  the  New  Jersey 
brigade  on  my  left,  threw  his  reserves  into  the  rifle  pits,  and,  together 
with  a company  of  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Maj. 
Gaspard  Trepi),  performed  excellent  service  during  the  contest,  driving 
back  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  who  threatened  an  advance  toward  our 
left  flank.  They  also  did  considerable  execution  on  the  right  of  the 
enemy’s  force  attacking  me  from  Garnett’s  house.  The  artillery  also, 
under  Colonel  Getty  and  Captain  Ayres,  rendered  valuable  service  in 
intimidating  the  enemy’s  advance  upon  my  left  flank.  After  the  action 
was  over  I re  established  the  pickets  in  their  original  position,  and 
withdrew  my  forces  to  camp. 

In  this  action  I have  particularly  to  mention  the  following-named 
officers,  whose  good  conduct  I was  a witness  of:  Col.  A.  Cobb,  Fifth 
Wisconsin;  Col.  W.  H.  Irwin,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania;  Col.  F.  L. 
Vinton,  Forty-third  New  York;  Col.  H.  Burnham,  Sixth  Maine;  CoL 
E.  H.  Stoughton,  Fourth  Vermont;  Maj.  T.  M,  Hillings,  Forty-ninth 
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Pennsylvania;  Maj.  B.  F.  Harris,  Sixth  Maine;  Oapt.  John  B.  Miles, 
Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  Oapt.  J.  D.  Campbell,  Forty-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Their  commands  behaved  in  the  handsomest 
manner.  I do  not  mention  Colonel  Lord,  the  gallant  commander  of  the 
Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers,  as  on  this  occasion  he  did  not  get  into  ac- 
tion save  as  previously  stated,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buck  commanding 
the  pickets  in  the  Jersey  brigade,  and  Maj.  Gaspard  Trepp  command- 
ing the  Sharpshooters. 

To  the  following  members  of  my  staff  I am  indebted  for  the  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  them:  Capt.  John  Hancock,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral ; First  Lieut.  W.  G.  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp ; First  Lieut.  Isaac  B. 
Parker,  jr.,  aide-de-camp,  and  Second  Lieut.  C.  S.  McEiitee,  acting 
brigade  quartermaster.  1 also  desire  to  mention  as  having  behaved 
handsomely  my  orderly.  Bugler  John  Malone,  Company  B,  Sixth  Maine 
Volunteers. 

The  loss  of  our  troops  was  as  follows: 


Command. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

i 

cS 

bC 

® 

be 

be 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Hancock’s  brigade 

6 

3 

81 

8 

6 

12 

102 

8 

8 

4th  V erraont 

fith  Vermont 

i 

1 

Total 

7 

3 95 

13 

118 

The  enemy’s  loss  was  heavy.  The  loss  on  both  sides  would  have  been 
much  heavier  had  it  not  been  for  our  peculiar  relative  positions  and  the 
fact  that  the  contest  was  principally  in  the  dark  and  the  little  space 
separating  us  so  dense  with  smoke  that  nothing  could  be  seen  but  the 
flash  of  musketry.  The  enemy  never  advanced  beyond  the  crest  referred 
to,  being  halted  there  by  our  deadly  fire.  Their  lying  down  behind  it 
prevented  heavier  losses  to  them  and  to  us,  and  the  darkness  and  the 
danger  of  our  line  getting  into  confusion  alone  prevented  us  from  driv- 
ing them  from  it  by  an  advance.  As  it  was,  they  were  driven  back  by 
the  fire.  The  troops  opposed  to  us  were  from  Georgia,  under  command 
of  General  Toombs.  The  next  day  our  position  at  Golding’s  was  aban- 
doned during  the  bombardment  of  the  enemy  and  a new  position  taken 
up  between  that  point  and  Fair  Oaks  Station,  ready  to  repel  any  attempt 
to  debouch  troops  by  Golding’s  house. 

During  the  abandonment  one  of  my  regiments,  the  Forty-ninth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  forming  part  of  the  rear  guard,  being  assaulted 
by  the  enemy,  assisted  in  repulsing  them  handsomely,  with  the  follow- 
ing loss:  killed,  3;  wounded,  2;  missing,  2.  Aggregate,  7. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  proceeded  to  Trent’s, 
and  on  arriving  there  took  up  a position  with  the  division  and  held  it 
until  the  train  of  the  troops  preceding  us  had  left.  We  then  proceeded 
to  a point  lower  down  the  Chickahominy  covering  one  of  our  bridges. 
That  position  was  held  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  fell  back  to 
Savage  Station,  and  there  remained  until  the  troops  on  our  advanced 
line  had  fallen  back  to  that  position.  We  then  commenced  to  march 
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toward  White  Oak  Swamp,  but  after  proceeding  about  2 miles  the 
brigade  was  ordered  with  the  division  to  return  and  assist  the  troops  at 
Savage  Station,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  been  assaulted  by  the 
enemy.  That  duty  having  been  performed  and  the  enemy  repulsed,  I 
was  ordered  to  command  the  advance  of  the  troops  through  White  Oak 
Swamp.  We  crossed  the  bridge  about  1 o’clock  a.  m.  We  remained 
there  during  the  next  day,  forming  a portion  of  the  rear  guard  of  the 
army.  Our  troops  were  held  in  position  all  day,  ready  to  repel  an 
attack  from  the  enemy  and  to  prevent  them  from  constructing  new 
bridges  or  repairing  those  we  had  destroyed.  About  10  o’clock  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  opened  a terrific  bombardment  upon  our  troops 
from  the  heights  on  the  other  side  of  the  swamp,  and  shortly  after 
crossed  a corps  of  sharpshooters.  Having  been  ordered  to  withdraw 
my  troops  at  night,  I was  directed  with  my  brigade  to  take  the  advance 
of  the  rear  guard  and  to  proceed  to  James  Hiver.  We  arrived  at  that 
point  at  daylight  the  next  morning  after  a most  orderly  march.  During 
this  day  (the  1st  of  July)  we  took  up  a favorable  position  facing  the 
enemy,  and  remained  there  until  early  the  following  morning  (the  2d), 
when  I again  led  the  advance  of  our  division  to  a point  named  Harrison’s 
Landing,  lower  down  the  James  Eiver. 

During  this  march  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  the  roads  were  very  heavy, 
and  the  tired  troops  suffered  a great  deal.  The  night  march  of  the  30th 
instant,  owing  to  the  results  of  the  operations  of  other  troops  in  our 
advance  during  the  day  and  from  the  supposition  that  we  would  prob- 
ably meet  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  route,  was  full  of  uncertainty, 
knowing  that  in  the  narrow  road  we  pursued  we  labored  under  the 
greatest  disadvantage  in  case  of  an  attack  even  from  a small  force  in 
our  front,  the  wooded  nature  of  the  country  making  it  difficult  to  cause 
any  prompt  preparation  to  meet  an  assault  from  that  direction. 

Eo  phase  in  war  could  try  the  endurance,  the  discipline,  and  the 
patriotism  of  our  men  more  than  the  late  movement.  I am  hai^py  to 
say  that  they  did  all  that  could  be  expected  of  the  best  troops.  Our 
ambulances,  wagons,  &c.,  having  been  sent  in  advance  and  separated 
from  us,  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  sick  by  the  road- side,  to  get  along 
as  best  they  could.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  the 
march  subsequent  to  the  28th  was  as  follows: 


The  brigade  has  one  gratifying  assurance — that  although  forming  a 
portion  of  the  rear  guard  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,  our  losses  from 
straggling  were  but  few;  and  it  is  a matter  of  congratulation  to  us  that 
the  regiments  of  the  brigade  have  never  met  the  enemy  but  to  repulse 
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them.  I regret  to  say  that  a number  of  officers  and  soldiers  follo^yed 
the  baggage  trains  during  the  march  under  pleas  of  illness  which  were 
not  warranted  by  necessity.  Many  officers  and  soldiers  of  high  spirit, 
who  had  had  but  little  sleep  for  days  and  who  were  really  sick,  followed 
the  fortunes  of  their  command,  ready  to  turn  upon  and  rei^ulse  the 
enemy  whenever  he  appeared.  To  commemorate  the  services  of  these 
officers  and  soldiers  I have  had  lists  prepared  of  all  who,  on  arriving 
at  this  camp,  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  have  directed  that 
these  lists  should  form  part  of  the  record  of  each  regiment. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  to  me  that  I cannot  do  substantial  justice  to 
all  the  deserving  men  of  my  brigade.  Where  so  many  have  deserved 
so  well  of  their  country  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  particularize  individ- 
uals further  than  I have  done,  except  as  has  been  done  by  regimental 
commanders. 

To  the  following  members  of  my  staff  I am  indebted  for  the  most 
valuable  assistance  during  the  march:  First  Lieut.  W.  G.  Mitchell, 
aide-de-camp 5 First  Lieut.  Isaac  B.  Parker,  jr.,  aide-de-camp;  Second 
Lieut.  0.  S.  McEntee,  acting  brigade  quartermaster.  They  showed  the 
greatest  intelligence  and  good  conduct. 

I herewith  mention  the  names  of  individuals  not  mentioned  in  mj^ 
personal  report,  referred  to  by  regimental  commanders  as  having  been 
especially  distinguished: 

Maj.  B.  F.  Baker,  Forty-third  New  York  Volunteers;  Maj.  0.  B. 
Stoughton,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers;  Capt.  S.  0.  Gray,  Company  A, 
Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  Capt.  J.  II.  Ballinger,  Company  C,  Sixth 
Maine  Volunteers;  Capt.  E.  W.  Young,  Company  G,  Sixth  Maine  Vol- 
unteers; Capt.  George  Fuller,  Company  H,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers; 
Capt.  W.  H.  Stanchfield,  Comx)any  I,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  Capt. 
J.  H.  Platt,  Company  B,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers;  Cnpt.  H.  L.  Terry, 
Company  E,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers;  Capt.  James  N.  Duffy,  Com- 
pany C,  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  McKinley, 
Company  E,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  John  M.  Lincoln, 
Company  F,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  G.  B.  French,  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers;  First  Lieut.  S.  E.  Griffin,  Com- 
pany B,  Forty-third  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  Gil- 
tillan,  Comi)any  G,  Forty-third  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Lieut. 
W.  C.  Tracy,  Company  K,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers;  First  Sergt. 
Theo.  Lincoln,  jr..  Company  F,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers,  and  Private 
Matthew  Wood,  Company  F,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers. 

I am,  sir,  very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  L.  D.  H.  Currie,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Smith’s  Division. 


No.  188. 

Report  of  Col.  Hiram  Burnham^  Sixth  Maine  Infantry.,  of  action  at  Gar- 
nett’s Farm. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers, 

Camp  No.  22,  in  the  Field.,  July  9,  1862. 
Sir  : The  following  is  a report  of  my  regiment  after  the  action  of 
June  27,  1862 : 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  of  June  27  I was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  regiment  to  the  front  of  the  line  near  GarnetPs  house,  to 
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assist  in  protecting  a working  party  throwing  up  an  intrenchment. 
Arriving  on  the  ground  my  regiment  was  placed  in  position  a short 
distance  in  rear  of  the  earthwork,  the  right  wing  resting  on  a i)iece  of 
Avoods.  In  rear  was  a deep  ravine,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  was 
planted  a heavy  battery  masked  by  timber.  In  front  of  the  intrench- 
ment extended  a large,  level  wheat  field,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  the 
enemy  had  thrown  up  some  works. 

About  9 o’clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  the  left  of 
our  works,  as  if  preparing  for  an  attack.  Upon  this  the  working  party 
and  all  the  force  supporting  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  First  Brigade, 
Avas  withdrawn  across  the  raAune.  This  brigade,  including  my  regi- 
ment, was  directed  to  hold  the  piece  of  woods  on  the  right  before  men- 
tioned. The  regiment  was  moA^ed  to  the  right  a short  distance  and 
jiosted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  the  Forty-ninth  PennsylA  ania  Volun- 
teers being  on  the  left  and  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  on  the  right 
flank. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a heaA^y  fire  from  his  artillery, 
directed  at  the  woods  where  we  lay  and  at  the  battery  of  heavy  guns, 
Avhich  had  in  the  mean  time  been  unmasked  by  felling  the  trees  in  its 
front.  The  fire  was  immediately  returned  by  our  artillery,  which  soon 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retire.  After  this  all  Avas  quiet  until  near  sunset, 
when  the  enemj’^  again  brought  out  his  artillery  and  commenced  shell- 
ing furiously.  As  before,  they  Avere  soon  silenced  and  compelled  to 
desist.  Their  firing  while  it  lasted  was  rapid,  and  a number  of  my  men 
Avere  wounded  hj  i)ieces  of  shell — some  quite  severely. 

In  front  of  the  line  occupied  by  my  regiment  was  a narroAv  strip  of 
wheat  field,  i^erhaps  100  yards  Avide.  This  field  Avas  most  eleAnted  in 
the  center,  from  which  it  declined  slightly  to  the  Avoods  on  either  side, 
the  opjmsite  side  being  skirted  by  a piece  of  timber  similar  to  the  one 
Ave  occupied.  It  Avas  quite  dark  in  the  woods ; when  a few  scattering 
shots  from  our  pickets^  posted  along  the  crest  in  the  center  of  the  field, 
instantly  followed  by  a heavy  A^olley  all  along  our  front,  brought  every 
one  to  his  feet.  The  volley  was  instantly  returned,  but  the  attack 
came  suddeidy,  and  though  somewhat  surprised,  it  did  not  find  us  oft' 
our  guard.  The  firing  from  both  sides  was  rapid  and  heaA^y,  and  was 
kept  up  nearly  an  hour  by  the  enemy.  At  the  end  of  this  time  they 
silently  retired.  My  men  expended  on  an  aA^erage  50  rounds  of  car- 
tridges. Many  of  the  guns  became  useless  by  reason  of  foulness.  The 
want  of  ammunition  and  the  foul  state  of  the  arms  caused  us  to  be  re- 
lieved by  other  troops,  and  we  arrived  in  camp  about  1 o’clock  a.  m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th. 

The  following  are  the  officers  under  my  command  whom  I consider 
Avorthy  of  special  notice : 

Capt.  S.  C.  Gray,  Company  A;  Oapt.  W.  H.  Stanchfield,  Company  I; 
Capt.  J.  H.  Ballinger,  Company  Cj  Capt.  George  Fuller,  Company  H; 
Capt.  E.  W.  Young,  Comi^any  G;  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  McKinley,  Com- 
pany, E;  First  Lieut.  John  M.  Lincoln,  Company  F.  Also  the  follow- 
ing men : First  Sergt.  Theodore  Lincoln,  jr.,  and  Private  Matthew  Wood, 
Company  F. 

I can  hardly  discriminate  between  my  officers  and  men.  They  all 
did  their  duty  faithfully. 

Very  respectfully, 


HIRAM  BURNHAM, 


Colonel^  Commanding  Maine  Volunteers. 
Capt.  John  Hancock, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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1^0.  189. 

Report  of  Col.  Francis  L.  Vinton.,  Forty-third  New  Yorh  Infantry.,  of  action 

at  GarneWs  Farm. 

Headquarters  Forty-third  N.  Y.  Volunteers, 

July  10, 1862. 

Sir:  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June,  1862,  my  regiment 
was  deployed  on  picket  and  reserve  along  the  front  of  Smithes  division, 
near  Golding^s  house.  My  command  numbered  on  that  occasion  330 
rifles.  The  main  reserve  consisted  of  150  men.  The  remaining  men  were 
deployed  from  right  to  left,  covering  almost  the  half  of  the  front  of  the 
division.  When  the  artillery  was  about  to  engage  in  the  morning  I 
drew  up  the  main  reserve  in  the  woods  near  the  picket  line,  between 
the  two  roads,  which  make  a fork  near  the  redoubt  of  General  Smith. 
There  was  a field  of  growing  wheat  in  front  which  was  100  yards  wide 
on  the  left,  but  which  converged  to  an  angle  toward  the  right.  At  this 
angle  my  line  bent  to  the  right,  and  ran  through  thick  woods  down  to 
the  Ghickahominy  Swamp.  During  the  morning  my  battalion  lay  in 
this  position  undisturbed.  In  the  afternoon  a body  of  skirmishers  felt 
our  right  in  the  woods,  but  were  promptly  repulsed  with  one  volley. 
Just  about  sunset  the  enemy  opened  a severe  fire  of  musketry  across 
the  wheat  field  in  front.  The  fire  was  speedily  returned,  and  main- 
tained incessantly  for  forty  or  fifty  minutes.  We  expended  35  rounds 
per  man.  Forty-two  of  my  men  were  killed  and  wounded  during  the 
fire.  It  was  at  one  time  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  assault  us  with 
the  bayonet,  but  he  concluded  not  to  do  so,  and  his  line,  which  had 
appeared  advancing,  retired  to  cover.  When  the  firing  ceased  I re-es- 
tablished the  picket  line  and  removed  the  wounded.  Maj.  B.  F.  Baker, 
of  my  regiment,  I noticed  behaving  most  gallantly,  keeping  the  men 
well  to  the  front  by  his  fine  example.  Lieutenants  Griffin  and  Gilfillan 
behaved  particularly  well. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANOIS  L.  VINTON, 
Colonel  Forty-third  New  Yorh  Volunteers. 

Capt.  John  Hancock, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  First  Brigade^  SmitWs  Division. 


No.  190. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  M.  Eulings,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry., 
of  action  at  Garnetfs  Farm. 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  Va., 

July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the 
brigade  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  27th  day  of  June,  at  Golding’s  farm  : 

At  an  early  hour  on  Friday  morning  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Brooks  to  relieve  a regiment  of  his  brigade. 
It  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  a little  to  the  rear  and  on  the  left  of  the 
earthwork  which  was  being  thrown  up  in  the  open  field  in  front  of 
Camp  ISo.  20,  with  orders  to  protect  the  working  party  and  hold  the 
position.  In  a short  time  the  general  commanding  the  brigade  placed 
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Tis  in  position  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  on  the  right  of  the  earthwork, 
the  wings  of  the  regiment  so  disposed  as  to  form  two  sides  of  a riglit- 
angied  triangle,  with  the  apex  toward  the  enemy.  At  about  noon  tlie 
enemy  opened  a heavy  fire  from  their  artillery,  engaging  our  batteries 
in  the  rear,  which  continued  for  upward  of  an  hour,  many  of  their  shells 
exploding  above  our  heads.  The  left  of  the  regiment  suffered  some- 
what during  the  continuance  of  the  artillery  fire. 

On  the  afternoon  their  batteries  opened  again  and  with  considerable 
vigor,  and  about  6 o’clock  the  pickets  in  our  front  gave  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy’s  pickets.  The  regiment  immediately  formed 
and  marched  a few  paces  to  the  front.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  made 
his  appearance  the  order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  Two  com- 
panies on  the  left,  which  were  behind  a rise  of  ground,  were  thrown 
forward,  so  as  to  be  able  to  deliver  their  fire.  The  regiment  kept  u]) 
its  fire  until  the  enemy  retired,  and  remained  in  its  place  on  the  field 
until  about  11  o’clock  p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

Where  officers  and  men  alike  did  their  duty  it  w^ould  be  improi)er 
for  me  to  make  distinction. 

Col.  W.  H.  Irwin  was  present  in  command  of  the  regiment.  He  is 
now  absent  on  sick  leave. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  HULINGS, 

Major,  Comdg.  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Capt.  John  Hancock, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


NTo.  191. 

Report  of  Capt,  James  D.  Campbell,  Forty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  the  action  at  GarnetVs  and  Golding^s  Farms. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va., 

July  1,  1862. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  your  order  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  June  28  ultimo  I was  ordered  by  Colonel  Irwin 
to  take  Companies  H,  I,  and  x^^irt  of  Company  A,  in  all  100  men, 
to  proceed  to  the  picket  line  and  relieve  the  Seventy-seventh  New  York. 
I found  them  in  front  of  the  dam  on  Garnett’s  farm.  I posted  one-third 
of  my  force  upon  the  line  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  the  left  resting  at  the 
earthwork;  the  balance  I placed  in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  near  the 
angle,  under  cover,  in  suxiport.  About  11  o’clock  the  enemy’s  artillery 
opened  and  continued  to  fire  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  I observed 
two  rebel  regiments  of  infantry  approach  in  line  of  battle,  a heavy  col- 
umn closed  in  mass  in  the  rear  marching  toward  the  right,  where  Cap- 
tain Miles  was  posted.  I ordered  my  men  to  commence  firing.  The 
enemy  halted  and  laid  down,  those  who  were  marching  to  the  right 
having  made  the  timber. 

Having  received  no  instructions  how  to  act  in  case  of  attack  I moved 
the  supxmrt  from  the  angle  of  the  woods  about  50  yards  to  the  right, 
so  as  to  l^ave  the  front  commanded  by  the  rifle  pits  ox^en  and  to  be 
out  of  the  range  of  his  artillery  if  it  became  necessary  to  retire.  In  a 
short  time  the  enemy  in  front  advanced,  returning  the  fire  of  my  pickets, 
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who  were  finally  compelled  to  retire  before  vastly  superior  numbers,  but 
not  until  they  had  succeeded  in  driving  in  his  skirmishers  and  the  line 
on  my  right  had  been  pierced.  Having  broken  through  the  line  there, 
which  was  but  a short  distance  from  the  right  of  my  line,  he  moved 
rapidly  forward  and  threatened  to  place  a heavier  force  than  I had 
between  m.y  detachment  and  the  ravine.  I faced  about  and  marched 
to  the  small  road  at  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  The  enemy  had  gained 
the  road  before  me,  and  commenced  firing  up  the  road  as  soon  as  my 
men  came  in  sight.  His  fire  was  returned  until  1 observed  him  throw- 
ing a body  of  men  across  the  ravine,  again  threatening  to  get  in  my 
rear.  The  enemy  in  front  by  this  time  had  come  up  to  within  a very 
short  distance  and  were  firing  briskly.  1 concluded  that  if  I remained 
there  I would  soon  be  surrounded  and  overpowered.  The  woods  in 
front  and  thick  undergrowth  in  the  rear  prevented  the  effective  use  of 
our  arms.  I accordingly  ordered  my  command  to  fall  back  through  the 
swamp.  Upon  gaining  the  other  side  I found  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
there  also.  I expected  to  find  here  a detachment  from  the  Third  Bri- 
gade in  possession  of  the  rifle  pit  before  referred  to  as  commanding  the 
dam,  but  finding  it  deserted,  and  knowing  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
to  be  approaching  by  the  road  in  its  front,  I was  satisfied  that  I had 
not  yet  arrived  at  a point  which  I could  successfully  defend.  I ordered 
my  command  to  continue  firing  and  to  fall  back  into  the  intrenched 
camp  behind. 

Whilst  passing  along  the  ground  between  the  two  works  the  enemy 
which  crossed  at  the  dam  made  his  appearance.  The  commanding 
officer  evidently  intended  to  form  in  the  open  ground  and  charge  us. 
For  the  purpose  of  checking  and  confusing  this  body  I ordered  my 
men  to  direct  their  fire  upon  him.  It  succeeded.  Their  colonel  fell, 
and  the  men  staggered  for  a moment,  and  then  plunged  behind  the 
rifle  pit,  or  rather  in  front  of  it,  in  confusion.  In  a short  time  I had 
formed  in  the  intrenched  camp.  Nothing  occurred  requiring  special 
mention  afterward.  The  firing  was  kept  up  for  at  least  half  an  liour, 
the  enemy  breaking  away  by  squads,  until  at  the  end  of  that  time  those 
who  were  left  threw  down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves.  In 
a short  time  I was  ordered  to  join  my  regiment,  before  I could  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  the  enemy’s  loss.  The  only  loss  sustained  by  my 
detachment  was  1 killed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  CAMPBELL, 

Captain,  Forty-ninth  Fennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Maj.  T.  M.  Hultngs, 

Forty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 


No.  192. 

Report  of  Capt,  John  B.  Miles,  Forty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
action  at  Gar  nett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms. 

First  Brigade,  Smith’s  Division, 

Gamp  No.  22,  in  the  Field,  July  16,  1862. 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the 
brigade  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  skirmish 
of  Saturday,  June  28,  1862,  at  or  near  Grolding’s  farm: 

At  an  early  hour  of  that  day  Companies  C and  H,  numbering  79  men, 
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were  detached,  under  my  command,  from  the  Forty-ninth  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Yolniiteers,  then  lying  in  front  of  the  redoubt,  and  were 
ordered  by  Colonel  Taylor,  general  officer  of  the  day,  to  relieve  the 
Third  Vermont,  who  were  on  picket  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohickahominj^,  and  in  case  the  enemy  came  in 
overpowering  numbers  to  fall  back  on  my  own  regiment.  I posted  my 
men  from  the  right,  resting  in  the  wood  near  a wheat  field,  to  a point 
designated  by  my  predecessor  as  the  left  of  our  portion  of  the  line. 
This,  I understood,  covered  the  front  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
of  Smith’s  division. 

Immediately  after  seeing  my  men  placed  in  position,  and  leaving 
Lieutenant  Dickey,  Company  C,  on  the  extreme  left,  I returned  to  the 
right.  Here  I found  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  so  close  to  our  own  that 
we  could  distinctly  hear  them  talking  in  a low  tone  of  voice.  Whilst 
here  the  firing  commenced,  and,  growing  sharjier,  I returned  it  with  a 
will,  and  then  proceeded  back  over  the  line  until  I could  get  a view  of 
the  wheat  field  in  front  of  the  left  of  our  line,  but  my  position  was  such 
that  I could  see  nothing  satisfactorily.  I then  sent  a sergeant  to  find 
out  whether  or  uot  their  pickets  had  advanced.  He  returned,  saying 
that  two  regiments  in  line  of  battle  had  already  driven  our  left  back. 
I then  ordered  my  whole  line  to  fall  back  to  the  regiment  fighting, 
which  they  iierformed  gallantly  in  good  order,  and  apparently  with 
great  execution  against  the  enemy,  although,  in  addition  to  the  galling 
fire  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  who  had  suddenly  spread  themselves  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  timber  and  turned  my  left  flank,  we  had  to  bear 
a murderous  fire  of  shot  and  shell  during  our  passage  across  the  open 
space  between  the  timber  and  our  support  from  two  batteries  of  the 
enemy  on  the  east  bank  of  the  ChicUahominy.  The  Forty-ninth  Penn- 
sylvania having  been  ordered  to  change  its  position,  I fell  in  on  the 
left  of  the  Thirty-third  New  York.  We  were  presently  ordered  to  the 
rear  of  our  rifle  pits,  on  a road  leading  to  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle, 
from  which  point  I took  my  command  to  join  my  regiment. 

I take  this  opx)ortunity  to  thank  all  the  men  comi)osing  my  command 
for  their  gallantry,  readiness,  and  obedience  to  orders,  and  I desire  to 
makei)articular  mention  of  the  efficiency  of  Second  Lieut.  A.  G.  Dickey, 
Company  0,  First  Sergt.  William  M.  Irvin,  Company  C,  and  Sergt. 
Charles  B.  McClenahen,  Comi)any  H.  We  lost  in  killed  1 private  of 
Company  C,  and  2 x)rivates,  wounded,  in  Com^jany  H. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  MILES, 

Captain^  Forty-ninth  Pemisylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  John  Hancock, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  193. 

Report  of  Col.  Amasa  Cobh,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  action  at 

Garnett’s  Farm. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Keoiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  July  10,  1862. 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  27th  of  June 
ultimo  I was  ordered  to  march  my  regiment  on  to  the  i)icket  line  near 
James  Garnett’s  house  from  the  camj)  near  Golding’s.  I reached  the 
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line  and  deployed  my  regiment  at  about  10  o^clock  a.  m.  At  about  2 
o’clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  on  the  line  and  our  batteries  posted  in 
the  rear  with  shot  and  shell  from  several  batteries  which  they  had 
moved  up  to  our  picket  line.  The  enemy’s  fire  was  irregular  and 
desultory  until  about  5.30  p.  m.,  when,  having  moved  up  new  batteries, 
and  having  apparently  obtained  the  range  of  our  position,  they  opened 
on  the  line  the  most  rapid  and  incessant  fire  of  shell  that  I had  ever 
witnessed.  This  fire  continued  until  about  6.30  p.  m.,  when  the  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  batteries  ceased,  and  he  immediately  deployed  a 
heavy  brigade  of  infantry  in  front  of  our  line  and  distant  about  150 
paces,  which  opened  a deadly  fire  of  musketry  on  our  ranks,  to  which 
we  immediately  replied.  Owing  to  the  deep  shade  of  the  trees  under 
which  the  enemy  deployed  and  the  gathering  shadows  of  night  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  discern  the  enemy.  The  fire  was  kept  up  on  both 
sides  almost  incessantly  for  about  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  retired. 
My  regiment  lay  upon  the  ground  during  the  night,  and  retired  at  day- 
light, pursuant  to  orders. 

In  this  engagement  Oapt.  William  Evans,  of  Company  K,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  side,  and  Capt  Horace  Walker,  of  Company  A,  slightly 
wounded  in  the  arm.  Twelve  enlisted  men  were  more  or  less  severely 
wounded ; none  killed  or  missing. 

In  this  engagement  all  did  their  duty,  and  proved  by  their  steady, 
unflinching  courage  that  the  men  of  your  brigade  can  be  relied  upon 
in  any  emergency. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

AMASA  COBB, 

Colonel  Fifth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

General  W.  S.  Hancock, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  SmiWs  Division. 


No.  194. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  H.  Broolcs,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  actions  at  GarnetPs  and  Golding^s  Farms,  battle  of 
Savage  Station,  and  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Smith’s  Division, 

July  9,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  respectfully  to  report  the  operations  of  the  brigade  from 
the  27th  June  until  its  arrival  on  the  James  River.  On  the  27th 
ultimo,  at  Golding’s  farm,  the  Fourth  Vermont,  Colonel  Stoughton, 
was  in  support  of  Hancock’s  brigade  on  the  picket,  and  became  very 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  across  the  open  field  which  separated 
the  two  lines.  The  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Vermont  were  brought  up 
in  support  of  the  movement,  but  did  not  become  engaged.  They  were 
under  a heavy  fire  in  their  approach  to  the  line.  On  the  27th  and  28th 
the  camp  of  the  brigade  was  subjected  to  a shelling  from  the  enemy,  to 
which  there  was  no  means  of  reply.  That  of  the  28th  was  so  destruc- 
tive that  a change  of  camp  was  made  prior  to  the  grand  movement  of 
changing  the  base  of  the  army  over  to  the  James  River. 

On  the  29th  the  brigade  left  its  camp  near  Golding’s  farm,  as  part 
of  the  division,  to  make  the  change  of  base.  After  ])assing  Savage 
Station  en  route  for  the  White  Oak  the  division  was  ordered  to  return 
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to  that  point,  on  account  of  an  attack  bein^  made  by  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  was  formed  in  this  order:  The  Fifth  Vermont,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Grant,  in  line  on  the  right;  the  Sixth  Vermont,  Colonel  Lord, 
deployed  to  the  left;  the  Second  Vermont,  Colonel  Whiting,  in  column 
of  division  in  support  of  the  Fifth;  the  Third  Vermont,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Veazey,  in  column  in  support  of  the  Sixth.  In  this  manner 
the  brigade  entered  the  woods  that  bound  the  plain  to  the  left  and  south 
of  the  station. 

After  advancing  through  a dense  wood,  preceded  by  two  companies 
of  the  Second  Vermont,  under  Major  Walbridge,  about  miles,  we 
came  upon  the  enemy,  and  a brisk  fire  of  musketry  Avas  opened  on  both 
sides,  and  kept  up  until  darkness  seemed  to  terminate  the  action.  The 
Fifth  Vermont,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant,  debouched  from  the  woods 
into  an  open  field,  where  they  found  a large  regiment  of  the  enemy 
posted,  which  they  routed  in  gallant  style.  As  soon  as  the  firing  com- 
menced the  Second  and  Third,  that  were  in  column,  soon  deployed, 
and  got  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  as  Avell  as  the  two  regiments 
that  were  originally  in  line.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  action 
was  generally  very  commendable.  Of  those  that  came  under  my  own 
eye  I take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  names  of  Colonel  Lord,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Grant,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Blunt,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Veazey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Joyce,  and  Major  Seaver,  Major  Tuttle,  Major 
Stowell,  of  the  Mnth  Vermont,  on  duty  with  the  Fifth,  Captain  John- 
son, and  Lieutenant  Bliss,  Second  Vermont,  as  being  exceedingly 
active  in  leading  on  the  men  and  keeping  up  those  disposed  to  strag- 
gle. I regret  not  to  be  able  to  mention  many  others  that  I saw  on  that 
occasion,  but  whose  names  were  not  known  to  me.  I must  trust  to 
the  discretion  of  the  regimental  commanders  to  see  that  full  justice  is 
done  their  respective  commands  by  mentioning  those  worthy  of  mention. 

After  the  engagement  the  brigade  retired  across  the  White  Oak 
Swamp.  While  lying  there  on  the  30th  the  enemy  succeeded  in  post- 
ing a number  of  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  that  com- 
manded the  camp  of  the  brigade  so  perfectly  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  troops  to  remain  in  it  a minute.  The  camp  was  moved  in  great  haste 
to  a safe  point  near  at  hand.  Ho  other  incident  worthy  of  mention  at- 
tended this  march  to  the  present  encampment. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I commend  to  favorable  notice  the 
officers  of  my  personal  staff,  Capt.  Theodore  Bead,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieutenants  Hoyes  and  Parsons,  aides-de-camp,  who  were 
A^ery  active  and  untiring  in  the  performance  of  their  appropriate  duties 
throughout  these  trying  days,  and  especially  during  the  various  shell- 
ings and  the  action  at  Savage  Station. 

I regret  to  say  that  circumstances  made  it  necessary  to  leave  many 
of  the  wounded  in  the  action  at  Savage  Station  at  that  point.  Surg. 
William  P.  Bussell,  Fifth  Vermont,  and  Asst.  Surg.  William  J.  Sawin, 
Second  Vermont^  were  detailed  to  remain  there  in  charge  and  to  ad- 
minister such  assistance  as  was  in  their  power.  It  is  due  to  these  officers 
to  say  that  their  sense  of  humanity  overcame  their  reluctance  to  this 
order,  and  that  they  entered  on  their  duty  with  great  cheerfulness. 

Inclosed  I herewith  transmit  the  official  reports  of  the  respective 
regimental  commanders. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  H.  BBOOKS, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 
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No.  195. 

Report  of  Col.  Edwin  E.  Stoughton^  Fourth  Vermont  Infantry^  of  action 

at  GarneWs  Farm. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Vermont  Eegiment, 

July  10,  1862. 

General  ; I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  at  Garnett’s  Hill  on  the  27th  ultimo : 

I received  orders  from  General  Brooks  about  3 o’clock  to  report  with 
my  regiment  to  General  Hancock  on  the  picket  line.  I was  assigned 
to  position  in  line  between  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  and  Forty-third  New 
York.  At  about  7.30  o’clock  the  enemy  advanced  to  a crest  about 
50  yards  in  front  of  our  line  and  delivered  a volley.  So  suddenly  did 
they  come  upon  us,  the  advanced  vedettes  had  not  time  to  warn  the 
main  body  of  their  approach.  I called  my  men  to  their  feet,  returned 
their  fire,  and  immediately  drove  them  from  their  position  on  the  crest. 
I then  ceased  firing,  when  they  again  appeared  on  the  crest,  from  which 
they  were  at  once  driven  again.  The  firing  ceased  a little  before  9 
o’clock. 

I would  mention  the  following  names  of  officers  whose  conduct  on 
this  occasion  was  extremely  praiseworthy:  Maj.  0.  B.  Stoughton; 
Capt.  J.  H.  Platt,  Company  B ; Oapt.  H.  L.  Terry,  Company  E ; First 
Lieut.  G.  B.  French,  commanding  Company  C ; Second  Lieut.  W.  C. 
Tracy,  commanding  Company  K. 

Accompanying  I send  a list  of  casualties.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  STOUGHTON, 

Commanding  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry. 

General  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  196. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  A.  Grants  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry^  of  the 
battle  of  Savage  Station. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteers, 
Camp  in  the  Fields  July  9,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifth  Vermont 
Eegiment  in  the  action  near  Savage  Station  on  the  29th  ultimo : 

The  regiment  was  deployed  about  half  a mile  from  the  scene  of  con- 
flict and  marched  in  line  through  the  woods  skirting  the  road  running 
to  the  left  of  and  nearly  parallel  to  the  railroad,  our  right  resting  on 
the  road.  Skirmishers  from  another  regiment  were  deployed  in  front. 
We  came  up  to  and  passed  the  skirmishers,  who  were  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy’s  at  a point  near  where  the  road  leaves  the  great  open 
field  of  Savage  Station.  Pressing  forward  we  immediately  came  into 
another  open  field.  At  this  point  the  road  inclines  to  the  left,  so  that 
our  right  rested  across  the  road,  and  as  we  advanced  in  the  open  field 
our  right  company  was  thrown  into  the  thick  bush  which  there  skirted 
the  road  on  the  right,  and  the  company  next  to  the  right  was  mainly  in 
the  road.  To  our  right  and  a little  to  the  front  was  a Union  regiment 
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engaged  with  a rebel  force  down  in  a deep  gorge  about  200  yards 
directly  in  our  front.  This  rebel  force  was  so  completely  protected 
that  it  was  not  visible  only  as  it  arose  to  fire.  I immediately  ordered  a 
bayonet  charge,  which  was  executed  at  a double-quick  in  splendid  style. 
Api)roaching  within  40  or  50  yards  of  the  gorge,  the  rebel  force  pro- 
tected there  broke  and  ran  in  nearly  every  direction.  I then  ordered 
a halt,  and  assuming  the  best  position  the  nature  of  the  ground  ad- 
mitted of,  opened  tire  upon  an  infantry  force  in  front  and  beyond  the 
gorge,  which  fire  continued  almost  without  cessation  until  that  of  the 
enemy  had  entirely  ceased  and  we  were  ordered  from  the  field.  Our 
position  was  mainly  in  the  open  field,  our  left  partially  protected  by  a 
few  scattering  trees,  and  our  center  and  right  by  a few  trees  and  a slight 
swell  of  the  ground  in  front.  The  enemy  opened  upon  us  two  volleys 
of  musketry  from,  apparently,  that  number  of  regiments  and  continued 
a galling  fire  until  after  dark.  A battery  farther  down  the  road  poured 
into  our  ranks  grape  and  canister  with  deadly  effect.  Two  companies 
directed  their  fire  mainly  upon  the  battery,  which  I am  persuaded  did 
much  toward  silencing  it.  During  the  engagement  a cross-fire  was  also 
opened  upon  us  from  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  our  left. 

The  men  fought  nobly  and  bravely,  cheered  on  and  encouraged  by 
their  officers.  Some  used  their  entire  number  of  60  rounds  of  cartridges. 
Muskets  became  heated  and  unserviceable  and  were  exchanged  for  those 
of  fallen  comrades. 

It  would  seem  almost  invidious  to  discriminate  where  all  did  their 
duty  so  well.  I cannot,  however,  without  injustice,  fail  to  mention  the 
signal  services  of  Capts.  Charles  P.  Dudley  and  John  K.  Lewis  and 
First  Lieut.  Friend  H.  Barney.  Others  doubtless  did  equally  well,  but 
the  heroic  conduct  of  these  more  particularly  attracted  my  attention. 

Being  the  only  field  officer  present,  I had  called  Capts.  Charles  W. 
Eose  and  Keuben  C.  Benton,  two  able  and  efficient  officers,  to  assist  me 
as  acting  field  officers.  They  were  both  wounded  in  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  and  left  the  field. 

At  the  time  the  cross-fire  was  opened  upon  us  from  our  left  I deemed 
it  prudent  to  throw  back  two  or  three  of  the  left  companies,  and  so 
change  their  front  that  they  would  partially  face  the  woods  and  thereby 
escape  an  enfilading  fire.  Captain  Dudley — his  own  company  having 
been  almost  entirely  cut  to  pieces — stepped  gallantly  forward  and 
assisted  me  in  the  hazardous  movement.  Adjt.  C.  H.  Forbes  performed 
efficient  service. 

The  enemy ^s  fire  entirely  ceased  shortly  after  dark  and  we  were  left 
in  undisputed  possession  of  the  position  assumed.  Shortly  afterward 
I received  orders  to  withdraw  from  the  field,  which  was  done  in  good 
order. 

Our  loss  was  heavy.  The  list  of  casualties  already  furnished  shows 
31  killed,  143  wounded,  and  31  missing.  This  includes  1 man  killed 
and  3 wounded  by  shells  before  leaving  our  camp;  also  1 man  taken 
l)risoner  a few  hours  before  the  action  commenced.  In  round  numbers 
our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  200. 

Surg.  William  P.  Bussell  and  Asst.  Surg.  Henry  C.  Shaw  were  untir- 
ing in  their  attention  to  the  wounded.  Surgeon  Eussell  was  detailed 
to  remain  with  them,  to  care  for  them  and  share  their  fate. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Theodore  Bead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  [2d  Brig.^  2d  Biv.,  Oth 
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Report  of  Col.  Nathan  Lord,  jr.,  Sixth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  action  at 

Garnetfs  Farm. 

Hdqks.  Sixth  Regiment  Vermont  Infantry, 

Camp  at  Berkeley,  Ya.,  July  10,  1862. 

Sir  : Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  offer  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Sixth  Regiment  Vermont  Infantry  in  the  action  at  Goldin g^s  farm 
on  the  29th  [27th]  June,  1862: 

About  6 o^clock  p.  m.  on  the  29th  [27th]  ultimo  my  regiment,  at  the 
sound  of  firing  along  the  picket  line,  indicating  a severe  engagement, 
was  called  to  arms,  and  proceeded  at  double  quick  along  the  right  of  the 
fort,  marching  left  in  front,  then  filing  to  the  left  and  along  the  front 
of  the  fort,  and  then  by  the  front  to  enter  the  woods.  Several  of  my 
men  were  wounded  by  the  bullets  from  the  enemj^^s  rifies,  according  to 
a report  already  sent  forward. 

My  regiment  was  entering  the  woods  to  take  part  in  the  action  as 
the  firing  began  to  slacken.  The  firing  had  nearly  ceased  as  my  regi- 
ment took  position  to  the  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  Forty-third  New 
York,  Colonel  Vinton.  I then  detached  two  companies,  under  Maj.  O. 
S.  Tuttle,  to  take  position  farther  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  fully 
protecting  the  right  fiank  of  the  Forty-third  Rew  York. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Vinton  stated  to  me  that  his  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  and  asked  me  to  replace  his  regiment  with  my  own  while 
his  regiment  retired  to  refill  their  cartridge  boxes.  I complied  with  his 
request,  and  replaced  his  pickets  with  men  from  my  own  regiment.  At 
this  time  the  firing  had  entirely  ceased  on  both  sides. 

Soon  after,  by  order  of  General  W.  S.  Hancock,  my  regiment  was 
moved  farther  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and  held  possession  of  the  field 
during  the  night,  relieving  two  regiments — the  Sixth  Maine  and  the 
Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania. 

Throughout  the  march  to  the  scene  of  action  the  officers  and  men, 
without  the  least  wavering,  moved  steadily  forward,  although  exposed 
and  suffering  from  a severe  fire  of  the  enemy  without  the  chance  of 
retaliation,  evincing  a coolness  and  desire  to  participate  in  the  action 
which  was  then  going  on  that  stamps  them  as  brave  and  reliable  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

Y.  LORD,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Sixth  Begwient  Vermont  Infantry. 

Captain  Hancock, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ro.  198. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  the  action  at  GarnetVs  and  Golding'^s  Farms,  battle  of  Sav- 
age Station,  and  engagement  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Smith’s  Division, 

Harrison’s  Landing,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  brigade  during 
the  recent  change  of  position  of  this  army. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo  I received  orders  to  re-enforce 
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General  Porter  with  my  brigade  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Ohick- 
ahominy,  but  shortly  after  the  order  was  countermanded.  My  brigade 
formed  very  promptly,  and  suffered  from  a severe  cannonading  the 
enemy  gave  us  about  the  time  of  formation. 

About  noon  of  the  28th,  while  in  position  at  Golding’s,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  the  plain  occupied  by  two  brigades  of  our  division  with 
artillery,  and  our  right  was  thrown  back.  I had  the  left  of  the  line, 
supporting  Mott’s  battery.  After  three-quarters  of  an  hour’s  cannon- 
ading General  Smith  received  a notice  from  the  signal  officer  that  two 
brigades  of  the  enemy  were  moving  down  upon  his  front,  and  directed 
me  to  make  my  dispositions  accordingly.  My  troops  were  formed, 
with  good  behavior  on  their  part,  under  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy. 
When  that  ceased  the  infantry  attack  of  the  enemy  was  made  by  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Eegiments,  supported  by  a brigade,  but 
they  never  got  farther  than  a simiile  epau lenient  beyond  our  line,  thrown 
up  "for  heavy  guns,  and  abandoned  by  us  previously.  The  Thirty-third 
Kew  York  Volunteers,  of  my  brigade.  Colonel  Taylor  commanding,  then 
on  picket  duty,  in  conjunction  with  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Irwin,  had  the  honor  ot*  repulsing  the  enemy  most 
handsomely.  My  staff  aided  me  zealously,  particularly  Captain  Mar- 
tindale,  and  my  aide.  Lieutenant  McGunnegle,  had  his  horse  shot  under 
him  by  a cannon-ball.  The  enemy  lost  upward  of  100  killed  and 
wounded;  among  the  latter  Colonel  Lamar,  of  the  Eighth  Georgia, 
whom  I had  brought  off  the  field,  mortally  wounded.  About  25  pris- 
oners were  taken ; among  them  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers,  of  the  same 
regiment. 

The  day  of  the  29th  and  night  of  same  day  the  brigade  was  occupied 
in  marching  from  Golding’s  to  Savage  Station,  forming  line  at  Dud- 
ley’s, on  the  Chickahominy  (three  regiments,  the  Twentieth,  Thirty- 
third,  and  Forty-ninth  New  York  were  in  the  battle  of  Savage  Sta- 
tion), and  in  marching  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  the  i>osition 
assigned  the  right  flank  of  our  army.  I myself  received  a sun  stroke 
about  4 p.  m.  of  the  day,  rendering  me  unfit  to  mount  my  horse  or  do 
duty  until  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  the  30th  instant.  About  11  a. 
m.  of  the  day  the  enemy  opened  a most  terrific  fire  of  probably  four 
batteries,  concentrated,  from  the  crest  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp. 
A new  line  was  formed  by  our  division  about  700  yards  retired  at  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  having  the  plain  to  the  front.  My  troops  formed  on 
the  new  line  well,  except  the  Twentieth  New  York,  who  lost  their  for- 
mation. Captain  Martindale,  of  my  staff,  here  rendered  me  service  in 
rallying  and  forming  troops.  The  conduct  of  the  Seventy-seventh  New 
York,  Thirty-third  and  Forty-ninth  New  York,  and  Seventh  Maine, 
under  this  terrible  fire,  which  took  us  completely  by  surprise,  was  all 
that  could  be  desired. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  brigade  forming  the  center  of 
the  division  made  the  night  march  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Haxall’s 
Landing.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  the  division  was  drawn  up  in  line 
a mile  to  our  front,  my  brigade  having  the  left,  near  Ladd’s  house,  and 
remained  in  this  position  all  day.  The  morning  of  the  2d  this  position 
was  abandoned  about  3 a.  m.,  mj^  brigade,  forming  the  rear  guard  of 
the  division,  moving  from  its  position  with  the  pickets  withdrawn,  and 
destroying  the  two  bridges  over  the  stream  by  which  our  troops  had 
crossed — a delicate  oi)eration,  and  which  was  handsomely  performed 
by  Captain  Guion,  of  the  Thirty-third  New  York  Volunteers.  Our 
inarch  was  continued  tlirough  a iiitiless  storm  during  the  day  to  Harri- 
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sou’s  Landing,  distant  about  7 miles,  on  tbe  James  Eiv  er,  and  on  the 
3d  instant  our  division  assumed  its  position  iu  line  of  battle  during  a 
eanuonading  of  the  enemy.  No  troops  during  this  retreat  ever  endured 
more  fatigue,  more  fighting,  and  night  marching  and  loss  of  rest  than 
our  gallant  army,  and  our  division  had  its  full  share. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brif/adier- General. 


My  report  of  casualties  had  already  gone  in  previous  to  this  report. 

J.  W.  D. 


(Japt.  L.  D.  H.  Currie, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  199. 

Rejwrt  of  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey.,  TJ.  S.  Army.,  of  operations  at  TunstaWs 
Station  and  White  House.,  June  28. 

On  Board  Steamer  Knickerbocker, 

In  Yorlc  River.,' June  29,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  about  10  a.  m. 
an  aide  from  General  Stoueman  reported,  by  direction  of  the  general, 
that  the  enemy  were  at  Dispatch  Station,  on  the  railroad,  with  a large 
force.  I immediately  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  McKean  (who,  with 
five  companies  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  under  my  com- 
mand, was  stationed  at  Tuustall’s  Station,  where  General  Stoneman 
then  was,  with  2,000  cavalry,  two  regiments  of  infantry — the  Seven- 
teenth New  York  and  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  A^olunteers — and  a 
battery  of  light  artillery)  to  place  himself  under  General  Stonernau’s 
orders.  I caused  the  order  to  be  communicated  to  General  Stoneman. 
At  the  same  time  I directed  five  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Harlan  (to  whom  also  a squadron  of  the 
Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Shorts,  landing  the  even- 
ing previous,  had  been  ordered  to  report),  the  six  companies  of  the 
Ninety-third  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  five  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  stationed  at  to  White  House,  be  under  arms,  and 
Battery  F,  First  New  York  Artillery,  of  four  pieces,  to  be  hitched  up. 
Understanding  by  that  it  was  the  intention  of  General  Stoneman  to 
make  a stand  at  Ikinstall’s,  which  was  the  key -point  of  AVhite  House 
Station,  I so  disposed  the  force  under  my  command  as  best  to  co-operate 
with  him. 

In  a short  time  after  I received  notice  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ingalls,  quartermaster,  that  the  infantry  of  General  Stoneman’s  com- 
mand was  then  arriving,  and  that  he  wished  them,  if  possible,  to  be 
embarked  on  the  transports  that  had  been  assigned  for  my  command. 
I at  once  sent  Lieutenant  West,  my  aide,  to  Tunstall’s  to  see  after  the 
five  companies  of  my  command  that  had  been  assigned  for  duty  to 
General  Stoneman.  They  were  found  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on 
an  eminence,  where  they  had  been  placed  to  supiiort  a section  of  artil- 
lery which  had  been  withdrawn.  General  Stoneman’s  attention  being 
c.alled  to  this  fact,  orders  were  given  them  to  retreat  in  double-quick 
and  rejoin  me. 
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Soon  after  I saw  General  Stoneman,  who  said  that  he  wished  to  turn 
his  infantry,  about  800  strong,  over  to  me,  and  that  the  men  were  en- 
tirely exhausted  and  should  embark  at  once.  Seeing  that  nothing 
wouid  be  done  in  the  way  of  eftectual  defense,  as  General  Stoneman 
reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  large  force,  I directed  Colonel  Harlan, 
with  the  cavalry  under  his  command,  and  Oai)tain  Wilson,  commanding 
battery,  to  report  to  General  Stoneman.  At  the  request  of  Colonel 
Ingalls  I made  arrangements  for  firing  such  Government  property  as 
could  not  be  removed.  I caused  the  infantry  of  General  Stoneihan  to 
be  embarked  as  soon  as  it  arrived,  and  a strong  guard  to  be  placed  to 
cover  the  embarkation.  The  Government  property  was  fired  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Colonel  Morris,  of  the  Ninety-third  New  York 
Yolunteers.  To  much  of  it  I gave  my  personal  attention.  1 remained 
on  shore  superintending  the  embarkation  until  every  man  was  on  board 
and  the  ijublic  property  all  on  fire.  I then  called  in  the  guard  and 
ordered  it  on  board. 

A few  minutes  later  a messenger  from  General  Stoneman  informed 
me  that  his  pickets  were  attacked  by  the  rebel  artillery  and  that  he  was 
all  ready  to  retreat,  upon  which  I gave  orders  for  the  boats  to  push  off. 

This  was  about  7 j).  m.  Upon  leaving  I caused  the  empty  canal- 
boats  lying  at  the  wharf  to  be  fired,  and  one  loaded  with  ordnance 
stores  to  be  taken  in  tow.  After  I was  on  board  I observed  that  the 
White  House  had  been  set  on  fire — by  whom  I do  not  know,  and 
against  my  express  orders. 

I remain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  CASEY, 

By'igadier- General  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  200. 


Organization  of  the  Confederate  forces  during  the  engagements  around 

Richmond^  Ya.* 


JACKSON’S  CORPS.— Maj.  Geu.  Thomas  J.  Jackson. 


Whiting’s  Division. 


Brig.  Geu.  William  H.  C.  Whiting. 


Brig.  Geu.  John  B.  Hood. 


First  {or  Texas)  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  E.  M.  Law. 


IStli  Georgia. 
Ist  Texas. 
4th  Texas. 
5th  Texas. 


4th  Alabama. 

2d  Mississippi. 

11th  Mississippi. 

6th  North  Caroliua. 


Hampton  Legion. 


Artillery. 

Balthis’  battery,  Staunton  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Reilly’s  battery,  Rowan  (N.  C.)  Artillery. 


Compiled  from  the  reports. 
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Jackson’s  DivisiON. 


First  Brigade* 

Third  Brigade* 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Winder. 

2d  Virginia. 

4th  Virginia. 

Col.  S.  V.  Fulkerson. 

Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton. 

5th  Virginia. 

27th  Virginia. 

:}Hd  Virginia. 

Carpenter’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Poague’s  battery,  Rockbridge  (Va.)  Artil- 
iery. 

Second  Brigade* 

10th  Virginia. 

23d  Virginia. 

37th  Virginia. 

Wooding’s  battery,  Danville  (Va.)  Artil- 
lery. 

Fourth  Brigade* 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Cunningham,  jr. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Jones. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton. 

0 

21st  Virginia. 

42d  Virginia. 

4Hth  Virginia. 

1st  Virginia  Battalion  (Irish). 

Caskie’s  battery,  riampden(Va.)Artillery. 

13th  Georgia. 

26th  Georgia. 

3 1st  Georgia. 

38th  Georgia. 

60th  Georgia  (or  4th  Battalion). 

6 1st  Georgia. 

Ewell’s  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Richard  S.  Ewell. 


Fourth  Brigade* 

Eighth  Brigade* 

Brig.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey. 

Col.  James  A.  Walker. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jural  A.  Early. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor. 

Col.  I.  G.  Seymour. 

Col.  L.  a.  Stafford. 

12th  Georgia. 

13th  Virginia. 

25th  Virginia. 

3ist  Virginia. 

44tli  Virginia. 

52d  Virginia. 

58th  Virginia. 

Seventh  Brigade* 

6th  Louisiana. 

7th  Louisiana. 

8th  Louisiana. 

9th  Louisiana. 

1st  Louisiana  Special  Battalion. 
Carrington’s  battery,  Charlottesville  ( Va. ) 
Artillery. 

Maryland  line. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  R.  Trimble. 

Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson. 

15th  Alabama. 

2l8t  Georgia. 

16th  Mississippi. 

21  st  North  Carolina. 

1st  North  Carolina  Battalion. 

Courtney’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

First  Maryland. 

Brockenbrough’s  battery,  Baltimore  (Md.) 
Artillery. 

HILL’S  DIVISION,  t 
Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill. 


First  Brigade. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes. 

3d  Alabama. 

5th  Alabama. 

6th  Alabama. 

12th  Alabama. 

26th  Alabama. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Anderson. 

2d  North  Carolina. 

4th  North  Carolina. 

14th  Norbh  Carolina. 

30th  North  Carolina. 

* These  brigades  are  numbered  as  of  the  Valley  District, 
t Temporarily  attached  to  Jackson’s  command. 
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5th 

12th 

13th 

20th 

23d 


13th 

6th 

23d 

27th 

28th 


2d 

15th 

17th 

20th 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  Garland. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina. 


Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Roswell  S.  Ripley. 

44th  Georgia. 

48th  Georgia. 

1st  North  Carolina. 

3d  North  Carolina. 

Artillery.* 


Fourth  Brigade. 
Col.  A.  H.  Colquitt. 

Alabama. 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 


Bondurant's  battery,  Jeff.  Davis  (Ala- 
bama) Artillery. 

Carter's  battery,  King  William  (Va.)  Ar- 
tillery. 

Clark's  (Virginia)  battery. 

Hardaway's  (Alabama)  battery. 

Nelson's  battery,  Hanover  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Peyton’s  battery.  Orange  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Rhett's  (South  Carolina)  battery. 


MAGRUDER'S  CORPS.— Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Magrudkr. 


First  Division. 


Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones. 


First  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Toombs. 


Col.  George  T.  Anderson. 


Georgia. 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 

Georgia. 


1st  Georgia  (regulars). 
7th  Georgia. 

8th  Georgia. 

9th  Georgia. 

11th  Georgia. 


Artillery. 


Maj.  John  J.  Garnett. 

Brown's  battery,  Wise  (Va.)  Artillery. 

Hart's  battery,  Washington  (S.  C.)  Artillery. 
Lane's  (Georgia)  battery.t 
Moody's  (Louisiana)  battery. 

Woolfolk's  battery,  Ashland  (Va.)  Artillery. t 

McLaw's  Division. 


Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Paul  J.  Semmes. 

10th  Georgia. 

53d  Georgia. 

5th  Louisiana. 

10th  Louisiana. 

15th  Virginia. 

32d  Virginia. 

Manly's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw. 

2d  South  Carolina. 

3d  South  Carolina. 

7th  South  Carolina. 

8th  South  Carolina. 

Kemper’s  battery,  Alexandria  (Va.)  Ar- 
tillery. 


* Bondurant's,  Carter's,  Hardaway's,  and  Nelson's  batteries  belonged  to  the  division. 
Those  of  Clark,  Peyton,  and  Rhett  (Jones'  battalion)  were  temporarily  assigned. 
tOf  Cutts'  battalion,  temporarily  attached, 
t Of  Richardson's  battalion. 
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Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb. 

16th  Georgia. 

24th  Georgia. 

Cohb  (Georgia)  Legion. 

2d  Louisiana. 

15th  North  Carolina. 

Troup  (Georgia)  Artillery. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Griffith. 
Col.  William  Barksdale. 

13th  Mississippi. 

17th  Mississippi. 

18th  Mississippi. 

21st  Mississippi. 

McCarthy’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Artillery. 


Col.  S.  D.  Lee. 


Kirkpatrick’s  battery,*  Amherst  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Page’s  battery,  Magruder  (Va.)  Artillery. 

_ Read’s  battery,  Pulaski  ((la.)  Artillery. 
Richardson’s  battery. 


LONGSTREET’S  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  L.  Kemper. 

Ist  Virginia. 

7th  Virginia. 

11th  Virginia. 

17th  Virginia. 

24th  Virginia. 

Rogers’  (Virginia)  battery. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson. 

Col.  M.  Jenkins. 

2d  South  Carolina  Rifles. 

4th  South  Carolina. 

5th  South  Carolina. 

6th  South  Carolina. 

Palmetto  (South  Carolina)  Sharpshooters. 
Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett. 

Col.  Eppa  Hunton. 

Col.  J.  B.  Strange. 

8th  Virginia. 

18th  Virginia. 

19th  Virginia. 

28th  Virginia. 

56th  Virginia. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cadmus  M.  Wilcox. 

8th  Alabama. 

9th  Alabama. 

10th  Alabama. 

11th  Alabama. 

Anderson’s  battery,  Thomas  (Va.)  Artil- 
lery. 

Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor. 

14th  Alabama. 

2d  Florida. 

14th  Louisiana. 

1st  Louisiana  Battalion. 

3d  Virginia. 

Mpurin’s  battery,  Donaldsonville  (La.) 
Artillery. 

Sixth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Featherston. 

12th  Mississippi. 

19th  Mississippi. 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion. 

Smith’s  battery,  3d  Richmond  Howitzers. 


Artillery. 

Washington  (Louisiana)  Battalion. 


Of  Nelson’s  battalion,  temporarily  attached. 
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HUGER’S  DIVISION.* 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger. 


Second  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone. 

6tli  Virginia. 

12tli  Virginia. 

16th  Virginia. 

4l8t  Virginia. 

49th  Virginia. 

Grimes’  (Virginia)  battery. 
Moorman’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  WrigiiT. 

44th  Alabama. 

3d.  Georgia. 

4th  Georgia. 

22d  Georgia. 

Ist  Louisiana. 

Huger’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Ross’  (Georgia)  battery,  t 


Fourth  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Armistead. 

9th  Virginia. 

14th  Virginia. 

38th  Virginia. 

53d  Virginia. 

57th  Virginia. 

5th  Virginia  Battalion. 

Stribling’s  battery,  Fauquier  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Turner’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


HILL’S  (LIGHT)  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  P.  Hill. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Field. 

40th  Virginia. 

47th  Virginia. 

55th  Virginia. 

GOth  Virginia. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Maxcy  Gregg. 

Ist  South  Carolina. 

Ist  South  Carolina  Rifles. 

12th  South  Carolina. 

13th  South  Carolina. 

14th  South  Carolina. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  R.  Anderson. 
Col.  Edward  L.  Thomas. 

14th  Georgia. 

35th  Georgia. 

45th  Georgia. 

49th  Georgia. 

3d  Louisiana  Battalion. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch. 

7th  North  Carolina. 

18th  North  Carolina. 

28th  North  Carolina. 

33d  North  Carolina. 

37th  North  Carolina. 

Fifth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  J.  Archer. 

5th  Alabama  Battalion. 

19th  Georgia. 

1st  Tennessee. 

7th  Tennessee, 
i 14th  Tennessee. 

Sixth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Pender. 

2d  Arkansas  Battalion. 

16th  North  Carolina. 

22d  North  Carolina. 

34th  North  Carolina, 
j 38th  North  Carolina. 

I 22d  Virginia  Battalion. 


* Ransom’s  and  Walker’s  brigades,  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  wore  tem- 
porarily attached  to  Huger’s  division, 
t Of  Cutts’  battalion,  temporarily  attached. 
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Andrews’  (Maryland)  battery. 

Bachman’s  (South  Carolina)  battery. 
Braxton’s  battery,  Fredericksburg  (Va.) 
Artillery. 

Crenshaw’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Davidson’s  battery,  Letcher  .(Va.)  Artil- 
lery.* * * § 


DEPAETMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Maj.  Gen.  Theophilus  H.  Holmes. 


Johnson’s  (Virginia)  bittery. 
Masters’(Virginia)  batteiy.* 

McIntosh’s  battery.  Pee  Dee  (S.  C.)  Artil- 
lery. 

Pegram’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Second  Brigade.] 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  Jr. 

24th  North  Carolina. 

25th  North  Carolina. 

26th  North  Carolina. 

35th  North  Carolina. 

48th  North  Carolina. 

49th  North  Carolina. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel. 

43d  North  Carolina. 

45th  North  Carolina. 

50th  North  Carolina. 

Burroughs’  battalion  (cavalry). 


Fourth  Brigade.] 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker. 
Col.  Van  H.  Manning. 


3d  Arkansas. 

2d  Georgia  Battalion. 
27th  North  Carolina. 
46th  North  Carolina. 
30th  Virginia. 

57th  Virginia,  t 
Goodwyn’s  cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Col.  James  Deshler. 


Branch’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Brem’s  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
French’s  (Virginia)  battery. 


Graham’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Grandy’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Lloyd’s  (North  Carolina)  battery. 


Wise’s  Command. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


26th  Virginia. 

46th  Virginia. 

4th  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery. 
10th  Virginia  Cavalry.  § 


Andrews’  (Virginia)  battery. 
Armistead’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
French’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Rives’  (Virginia)  battery. 


* With  the  Reserve  Artillery,  Richardson’s  battalion, 

t Temporarily  attached  to  Huger’s  division. 

X Served  also  in  Armistead’s  brigade. 

§ Serving  with  Stuart. 
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Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton. 


Virginia  Ariillery* 

Col.  J.  T.  Brown. 

Coke’s  battery. 

Macon’s  battery. 

Richardson’s  battery. 

Smith’s  battery. 

Watson’s  battery. 

Jones’  Battalion. 

Maj.  H.  P.  Jones. 

Clark’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Peyton’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Rhett’s  (South  Carolina)  battery. 


Nelson’s  Battalion. 

Maj.  William  Nelson. 

Huckstep’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
Kirkpatrick’s  (Virginia)  battery. 
R.  C.  M.  Page’s  battery. 


Richardson’s  Battalion. 

Maj.  Charles  Richardson. 

Ancell’s  (Virgina)  battery. 

Milledge’s  (Ga.)  battery. 

Woolfolk’s  battery,  Ashland  (Va.)  Ar- 
tillery. 


Sum, ter  (Georgia)  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Cutts. 

Blackshear’s  battery. 

Lane’s  battery. 

Price’s  battery. 

Ross’  battery. 

Miscellaneous. \ 

Chapman’s  battery,  Dixie  (Va.)  Artillery. 
Dabney’s  (Virginia)  battery. 

Dearing’s  battery. 

Grimes’  (Virginia)  battery. 

Hamilton’s  battery. 


CAVALRY. 


Ist  North  Carolina. 
1st  Virginia. 

3d  Virginia. 

4th  Virginia. 

5th  Virginia. 

9th  Virginia. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  B.  Stuart. 

loth  Virginia. 

Cobb  (Georgia)  Legion. 

Critcher’s  (Virginia)  battalion. 
Hampton  (South  Carolina)  Legion. 
Jeff.  Davis  Legion. 

Stuart  Horse  Artillery. 


No.  201. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee^  G.  8.  Army.,  commandmg  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill,  and 
Savage  Station,  engagement  at  White  Oah  Sammp  Bridge,  and  battles  of 
FrazieVs  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill,  tvith  orders. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

March  6,  1863. 

Sir  : After  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines  the  Federal  Army,  under  Gen- 
eral McClellan,  preparatory  to  an  advance  upon  Eichmond,  proceeded 
to  fortify  its  position  on  the  Chickahominy  and  to  perfect  the  communi- 
cations with  its  base  of  supplies  near  the  head  of  York  Eiver.  Its  left 
was  established  south  of  the  Chickahominy,  between  White  Oak  Swamp 
and  New  Br  idge,  defended  by  a line  of  strong  works,  access  to  which,  ex- 
cept by  a few  narrow  roads,  was  obstructed  by  felling  the  dense  forests 
in  front.  These  roads  were  commanded  for  a great  distance  by  the 


’’Only  the  batteries  mentioned  in  the  reports  are  here  given. 

t Including  all  batteries  mentioned  in  the  reports  and  not  otherwise  accounted  for. 
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heavy  gnus  in  tlie  fortifications.  The  right  wing  lay  north  ot*  the  Chiek- 
ahoiuiny,  extending  beyond  Mechanicsville,  and  the  approaches  froni 
the  south  side  were  strongly  defended  by  intrenchinents.  Our  army 
was  around  Kichmond,  the  divisions  of  Huger  and  Magruder,  supported 
by  those  of  Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill,  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  left,  and 
that  of  A.  P.  Hill  extending  from  Magruder’s  left  beyond  Meadow 
Bridge. 

The  command  of  General  Jackson,  including  E well’s  division,  oper- 
ating in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  had  succeeded  in  diverting  the  army 
of  McDowell  at  Fredericksburg  from  uniting  with  that  of  McClellan. 
To  render  this  diversion  more  decided,  and  eflectually  mask  his  with- 
drawal from  the  valley  at  the  proper  time,  Jackson,  after  the  defeat  of 
Fremont  and  Shields,  was  re-enforced  by  Whiting’s  division,  composed 
of  Hood’s  Texas  brigade  and  his  own,  under  Colonel  Law,  from  Eich- 
mond,  and  that  of  Lawton,  from  the  south. 

The  intention  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  to  attack  Eichmond  by  reg- 
ular approaches.  The  strength  of  his  left  wing  rendered  a direct  as- 
sault injudicious,  if  not  impracticable.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
construct  defensive  lines,  so  as  to  enable  a part  of  the  army  to  defend 
the  city  and  leave  the  other  part  free  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and 
operate  on  the  north  bank.  By  sweeping  down  the  river  on  that  side 
and  threatening  his  communications  with  York  Eiver  it  was  thought  that 
the  enemy  would  be  compelled  to  retreat  or  give  battle  out  of  his  in- 
trenchments.  The  plan  was  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President, 
who  was  repeatedly  on  the  field  in  the  course  of  its  execution. 

While  preparations  were  in  progress  a cavalry  expedition,  under 
General  Stuart,  was  made  around  the  rear  of  the  Federal  Arjuy  to 
ascertain  its  position  and  movements.  This  was  executed  with  great 
address  and  daring  by  that  accomplished  ofiicer.  As  soon  as  the  defen- 
sive works  were  sufficiently  advanced  General  Jackson  was  directed 
to  move  rapidly  and  secretly  from  the  valley,  so  as  to  arrive  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ashland  by  J une  24. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  unaware  of  our  purpose,  and  on  the  25th 
attacked  General  Huger  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the  intention, 
as  appeared  by  a dispatch  from  General  McClellan,  of  securing  his 
advance  toward  Eichmond.  The  effort  was  successfully  resisted  and 
our  line  maintained. 


BATTLE  OF  MECHANICSVILLE. 

According  to  the  general  order  of  batthi,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
General  Jackson  was  to  march  from  Ashland  on  the  25th  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Slash  Church,  encamping  for  the  night  west  of  the  Central  Eail- 
road.  and  to  advance  at  3 a.  m.  on  the  26th  and  turn  Beaver  Dam.  A. 
P.  Hill  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge  when  Jack- 
son’s advance  beyond  that  point  should  be  known  and  move  directly 
upon  Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the  Mechanicsville  Bridge  should  be 
uncovered  Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill  were  to  cross,  the  latter  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  support  of  'Jackson  and  the  former  to  that  of  A.  P.  Hill. 
The  four  commands  were  directed  to  sweep  down  the  north  side  of  the 
Chickahominy  toward  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  Jackson  on  the  left  and 
in  advance,  Longstreet  nearest  the  river  and  in  the-  rear.  Huger  and 
Magruder  were  ordered  to  hold  their  positions  agaiusD  any  assault  of 
the  enemy,  to  observe  his  movements,  and  follow  him  closely  should  he 
retreat.  General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  thrown  out  on  Jack- 
son’s left  to  guard  his  fiank  and  give  notice  of  the  enemy’s  movements. 
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Brigadier-Geueral Peudletou  was  directed  to  employ  theKeserve  Artil- 
lery, so  as  to  resist  any  approach  of  the  enemy  toward  Richmond,  to 
superintend  that  portion  of  it  posted  to  aid  in  the  operations  of  the 
north  bank,  and  hold  the  remainder  ready  for  use  when  it  might  be 
required. 

In  consequence  of  unavoidable  delays  the  whole  of  General  Jack- 
soif  s command  did  not  arrive  at  Ashland  in  time  to  enable  him  to  reach 
the  point  designated  on  the  25th. 

His  march  on  the  26th  was  consequently  longer  than  had  been  antici- 
pated, and  his  progress  being  also  retarded  by  the  enemy,  A.  P.  Hill 
did  not  begin  his  movement  until  3 p.  m.,  when  he  crossed  the  river  and 
advanced  upon  Mechanicsville.  After  a sharp  conflict  he  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  intrench  men  ts,  and  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in  his 
works  on  the  left  bank  of  Beaver  Dam,  about  1 mile  distant.  This  posi- 
tion was  a strong  one,  the  banks  of  the  creek  in  front  being  high  and 
almost  perpendicular,  and  the  approach  to  it  over  open  fields,  com- 
manded by  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  intrenched  on  the  opposite' 
side.  The  difficulty  of  crossing  the  stream  had  been  increased  by  fell- 
ing the  woods  on  its  banks  and  destroying  the  bridges. 

Jackson  being  expected  to  pass  Beaver  Dam  above  and  turn  the 
enemy’s  right,  a direct  attack  was  not  made  by  General  Hill.  One  of 
his  regiments  on  the  left  of  his  line  crossed  the  creek  to  communicate 
with  Jackson  and  remained  until  after  dark,  when  it  was  withdrawii. 
Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill  crossed  the  Mechanicsville  Bridge  as  soon  as 
it  was  uncovered  and  could  be  repaired,  but  it  was  late  before  they 
reached  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy.  D.  H.  Hill’s  leading- 
brigade,  under  Ripley,  advanced  to  the  support  of  the  troops  engaged, 
and  at  a late  hour  united  with  Pender’s  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill’s  divis- 
ion, in  an  effort  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left;  but  the  troops  were  unable  in 
the  growing  darkness  to  overcome  the  obstructions,  and  after  sustain- 
ing a destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  at  short  range  were 
withdrawn.  The  fire  was  continued  until  about  9 j).  m.,  when  the  en- 
gagement ceased.  Our  troops  retained  the  ground  on  the  right  bank, 
from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven. 

Ripley  was  relieved  at  3 a.  m.  on  the  27th  by  two  of  Longstreet’s 
brigades,  which  were  subsequently  re-enforced.  In  expectation  of  Jack- 
son’s arrival  on  the  enemy’s  right  the  battle  was  renewed  at  dawn,  and 
continued  with  animation  for  about  two  hours,  during  which  the  pas- 
sage of  the  creek  was  attempted  and  our  troops  forced  their  way  to  its 
banks,  where  their  progress  was  arrested  by  the  nature  of  the  stream. 
They  maintained  their  position  while  preparations  were  being  made  to 
cross  at  another  point  nearer  the  Chickahominy.  Before  they  were 
completed  Jackson  crossed  Beaver  Dam  above,  and  the  enemy  aban- 
doned his  intrenchments  and  retired  rapidly  down  the  river,  destroying 
a great  deal  of  property,  but  leaving  much  in  his  deserted  camps. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  CHICKAHOMINY.* 

After  repairing  the  bridges  over  Beaver  Dam  the  several  columns 
resumed  their  march  as  nearly  as  possible  as  prescribed  in  the  order; 
Jackson,  with  whom  D.  H.  Hill  had  united,  bore  to  the  left,  in  order 
to  cut  off  re-enforcements  to  the  enemy  or  intercept  his  retreat  in  that 
direction.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  moved  nearer  the  Chickahominj^ 
Many  prisoners  were  taken  in  their  progress,  and  the  conflagration  of 
wagons  and  stores  marked  the  way  of  the  retreating  army.  Longstreet 
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and  Hill  reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Bridge  about  noon.  It  was  as- 
certained that  the  enemy  had  taken  a position  behind  Powhite  Creek, 
prepared  to  dispute  our  progress.  He  occupied  a range  of  hills,  with 
his  right  resting  in  the  vicinity  of  McGehee’s  house  and  his  left  near 
that  (J  Dr.  Gaines,  on  a wooded  bluif,  which  rose  abruptly  from  a deep 
ravioe.  The  ravine  was  filled  with  shariishooters,  to  whom  its  banks 
gave  protection.  A second  line  of  infantry  was  stationed  on  the  side 
of  the  hill  behind  a breastwork  of  trees  above  the  first  j a third  occu- 
pied the  crest,  strengthened  with  rifle  trenches  and  crowned  with  ar- 
tillery. The  approach  to  this  position  was  over  an  open  plain,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  wide,  commanded  by  this  triple  line  of  fire  and 
swept  by  the  heavy  batteries  south  of  the  Ohickahominy.  In  front 
of  his  center  and  right  the  ground  was  generally  open,  bounded  on  the 
side  of  our  approach  by  a wood,  with  dense  and  tangled  undergrowth, 
and  traversed  by  a sluggish  stream,  which  converted  the  soil  into  a deep 
morass.  The  woods  on  the  farther  side  of  the  swamp  were  occupied 
by  sharpshooters,  and  trees  had  been  felled  to  increase  the  difficulty  of 
its  passage  and  detain  our  advancing  columns  under  the  fire  of  infantry 
massed  on  the  slopes  of  the  opposite  hills  and  of  the  batteries  on  their 
crests.  Pressing  on  toward  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  A.  P.  Hill,  who 
was  in  advance,  reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Cold  Harbor  about  2 p. 
m.,  where  he  encountered  the  enemy.  He  immediately  formed  his  line 
nearly  parallel  to  the  road  leading  from  that  place  toward  McGehee’s 
house,  and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  The  arrival  of  Jackson  on 
our  left  was  momentarily  expected,  and  it  was  supposed  that  his  ap- 
l)roach  would  cause  the  extension  of  the  enemy^s  line  in  that  direction. 
Under  this  impression  Longstreet  was  held  back  until  this  movement 
should  commence.  The  principal  part  of  the  Federal  Army  was  now 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Ohickahominy.  HilPs  single  division  met  this 
large  force  with  the  impetuous  courage  for  which  that  officer  and  his 
troops  are  distinguished.  They  drove  the  enemy  back  and  assailed 
him  in  his  strong  position  on  the  ridge.  The  battle  raged  fiercely  and 
with  varying  fortune  more  than  two  hours.  Three  regiments  pierced 
the  enemy’s  line  and  forced  their  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  his  left, 
but  were  compelled  to  fall  back  before  overwhelming  numbers.  The 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  assisted  by  the  fire  of  his  batteries  south 
of  the  Ohickahominy,  which  played  incessantly  on  our  columns  as  they 
pressed  through  the  difficulties  that  obstructed  their  way,  caused  them 
to  recoil.  Though  most  of  the  men  had  never  been  under  fire  until  the 
day  before,  they  were  rallied  and  in  turn  repelled  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  Some  brigades  were  broken,  others  stubbornly  maintained 
their  positions,  but  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  gradually 
gaining  ground. 

The  attack  on  our  left  being  delayed  by  the  length  of  Jackson’s  march 
and  the  obstacles  he  encountered,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  make  a 
diversion  in  Hill’s  favor  by  a feint  on  the  enemy’s  left.  In  making 
this  demonstration  the  great  strength  of  the  position  already  described 
was  discovered,  and  General  Longstreet  perceived  that  to  render  the 
diversion  effectual  the  feint  must  be  converted  into  an  attack.  He  re- 
solved with  characteristic  promptness  to  carry  the  heights  by  assault. 
His  column  was  quickly  formed  near  the  open  ground,  and  as  his  prep- 
arations were  completed  Jackson  arrived,  and  his  right  division,  that 
of  Whiting,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Longstreet.  At  the  same  time 
D.  H.  Hill  formed  on  our  extreme  left,  and  after  a short  but  bloody  con- 
flict forced  his  way  through  the  morass  and  obstructions  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side.  Ewell  advanced  on  Hill’s 
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right  and  engaged  the  enemy  furiously.  The  First  and  Fourth  Brigades 
of  Jackson^s  own  division  filled  the  interval  between  Ewell  and  A.  P. 
Hill.  The  Second  and  Third  were  sent  to  the  right.  The  arrival  of 
these  fresh  troops  enabled  A.  P.  Hill  to  withdraw  some  of  his  brigades, 
wearied  and  reduced  by  their  long  and  arduous  conflict.  The  line  being 
now  complete,  a general  advance  from  right  to  left  was  ordered.  On 
the  right  the  troops  moved  forward  with  steadiness,  unchecked  by  the 
terrible  fire  from  the  triple  lines  of  infantry  on  the  hill,  and  the  can- 
non on  both  sides  of  the  river,  which  burst  upon  them  as  they  emerged 
upon  the  plain.  The  dead  and  wounded  marked  the  way  of  their  in- 
trepid advance,  the  brave  Texans  leading,  closely  followed  by  their  no 
less  daring  comrades.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  ravine  to  the 
first  line  of  breastworks,  over  which  our  impetuous  column  dashed  up 
to  the  intrenchments  on  the  crest.  These  were  quickly  stormed,  four- 
teen pieces  of  artillery  captured,  and  the  enemy  driven  into  the  field 
beyond.  Fresh  troops  came  to  his  support  and  he  endeavored  repeatedly 
to  rally,  but  in  vain.  He  was  forced  back  with  great  slaughter  until 
he  reached  the  woods  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohickahominy,  and  night 
put  an  end  to  the  pursuit.  Long  lines  of  dead  and  Avounded  marked 
each  stand  made  by  the  enemy  in  his  stubborn  resistance,  and  the  field 
over  which  he  retreated  was  strewn  with  the  slain. 

On  the  left  the  attack  was  no  less  vigorous  and  successful.  D.  H. 
Hill  charged  across  the  open  ground  in  his  front,  one  of  his  regiments 
having  first  bravely  carried  a battery  whose  fire  enfiladed  his  advance. 
Gallantly  supported  by  the  troops  on  his  right,  who  pressed  forward 
with  unfaltering  resolution,  he  reached  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  after 
a sanguinary  struggle  broke  the  enemy’s  line,  captured  several  of  his 
batteries,  and  drove  him  in  confusion  toward  the  Ohickahominy  until 
darkness  rendered  farther  pursuit  impossible. 

Our  troops  remained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  field,  covered 
with  the  Federal  dead  and  wounded,  and  their  broken  forces  fled  to  the 
river  or  wandered  through  the  woods. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country  the  caA^alry  was  unable  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  general  engagement.  It  rendered  valuable  service  in 
guarding  Jackson’s  flank  and  took  a large  number  of  prisoners. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  it  was  ascertained  that  none  of  the 
enemy  remained  in  our  front  north  of  the  Ohickahominy.  As  he  might 
yet  intend  to  gwe  battle  to  preser\^e  his  communications,  the  Ninth 
Cavalry,  supported  by  Ewell’s  di\dsion,  was  ordered  to  seize  the  York 
Eiver  Eailroad,  and  General  Stuart,  with  his  main  body,  to  co-operate. 
When  the  caAmlry  reached  Dispatch  Station  the  enemy  retreated  to  the 
south  bank  of  the  ri\^er  and  burned  the  railroad  bridge.  Ewell,  coming 
up  shortly  afterAvard,  destroyed  a portion  of  the  track. 

During  the  forenoon  columns  of  dust  south  of  the  Ohickahominy 
showed  that  the  Federal  Army  was  in  motion.  The  abandonment  of 
the  railroad  and  destruction  of  the  bridge  proved  that  no  further  attempt 
Avould  be  made  to  hold  that  linej  but  from  the  x30sition  it  occupied 
the  roads  Avhich  led  toward  James  Eiver  would  also  enable  it  to  reach 
the  lower  bridges  over  the  Ohickahominy  and  retreat  doAvn  the  penin- 
sula. In  the  latter  eA^eut  it  Avas  necessary  that  our  troops  should  con- 
tinue on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  until  the  intention  of  General 
McClellan  Avas  discovered  it  was  deemed  injudicious  to  change  their 
disposition.  Ewell  was  therefore  ordered  to  proceed  to  Bottom’s 
Bridge  to  guard  that  point,  and  the  cavalry  to  watch  the  bridges  below. 
No  certain  indications  of  a retreat  to  James  Eiver  Avere  discovered  by 
our  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohickahominy,  and  late  in  the 
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afternoon  the  enemy’s  works  were  reported  to  be  fully  manned.  The 
strength  of  these  fortifications  prevented  Generals  Huger  and  Magruder 
from  discovering  what  was  passing  in  their  front.  Below  the  enemy’s 
works  the  country  was  densely  wooded  and  intersected  by  impassable 
swamps,  at  once  concealing  his  movements  and  precluding  reconnais- 
saiK^es  except  by  the  regular  roads,  all  of  which  were  strongly  guarded. 
The  bridges  over  the  Ohickahominy  in  rear  of  the  enemy  were  de- 
stroyed, and  their  reconstruction  impracticable  in  the  presence  of  his 
whole  army  and  powerful  batteries.  We  were  therefore  compelled  to 
wait  until  his  purpose  should  be  developed. 

Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  again  directed  to  use  the  utmost 
vigilance  and  pursue  the  enemy  vigorously  should  they  discover  that 
he  was  retreating.  During  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  28th  the 
signs  of  a general  movement  were  apparent,  and.no  indications  of  his 
approach  to  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Ohickahominy  having  been  discov- 
ered by  the  pickets  in  observation  at  those  points,  it  became  manifest 
that  General  McClellan  was  retreating  to  the  James  Eiver. 

BATTLE  OF  SAVAGE  STATION. 

Early  on  the  29th  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  ordered  to  recross 
tlie  Ohickahominy  at  New  Bridge,  and  move  by  the  Darbytown  to 
the  Long  Bridge  road. 

Maj.  E.  K.  Meade  and  Lieut.  S.  E.  Johnston,  of  the  Engineers,  attached 
to  General  Longstreet’s  division,  who  had  been  sent  to  reconnoiter, 
found,  about  sunrise,  the  work  on  the  upper  extremity  of  the  enemy’s 
line  of  intrenchments  abandoned. 

Orenerals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit, 
the  former  by  the  Charles  City  road,  so  as  to  take  the  Federal  Army  in 
Hank,  and  the  latter  by  the  Wiiliamsburg  road,  to  attack  its  rear. 
Jackson  was  directed  to  cross  at  Grapevine  Bridge  and  move  down 
One  south  side  of  the  Ohickahominy.  Magruder  and  Huger  found  the 
whole  line  of  works  deserted  and  large  quantities  of  militar^^  stores  of 
e\  ery  description  abandoned  or  destroyed. 

The  former  reached  the  vicinity  of  Savage  Station  about  noon,  where 
he  came  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the  retreating  army.  Being  informed 
that  the  enemy  Avas  advancing,  he  halted  and  sent  for  re- enforcements. 
Tavo  brigades  of  Huger’s  dmsion  aa  ere  ordered  to  his  support,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrawn,  it  being  apparent  that  the  force  in  Magruder’s 
front  AA  as  covering  the  retreat  of  the  main  body.  Jackson’s  route  led 
to  the  fiank  and  rear  of  Savage  Station,  but  he  Avas  delayed  by  the 
necessity  of  reconstructing  Grapevine  Bridge. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  Magruder  attacked  the  enemy  AAuth  one  of  his 
diA'isions  and  two  regiments  of  another.  A severe  action  ensued  and 
continued  about  two  hours,  Avhen  it  Avas  terminated  by  night. 

The  troops  displayed  great  gallantly  and  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon 
the  enemy ; but,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  small  force 
employed,  the  result  was  not  deciswe,  and  the  enemy  continued  his  re- 
treat under  cover  of  darkness,  leaving  seA  cral  hundred  prisoners,  with 
his  dead  and  wounded,  in  our  hands. 

At  SaAmge  Station  Avere  found  about  2,500  men  in  hospital  • and  a 
large  amount  of  property.  Stores  of  much  Amlue  had  been  destroyed, 
including  the  necessary  medical  supplies  for  the  sick  and  wounded. 
But  the  time  gained  enabled  the  retreating  column  to  cross  White  Oak 
SAvamp  AA  ithout  interruption  and  destroy  the  bridge. 
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BATTLE  OF  FRAZIER^S  FARM.* 

Jackson  reached  Savage  Station  early  on  the  30th.  He  was  directed 
to  pursue  the  enemy  on  the  road  he  had  taken  and  Magruder  to  follow 
Longstreet  by  the  Darbytown  road.  As  Jackson  advanced  he  cap- 
tured sucli  numbers  of  prisoners  and  collected  so  many  arms  tliat  two 
regiments  had  to  be  detached  for  their  security.  His  progress  was 
arrested  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  enemy  occupied  the  opposite  side 
and  obstinatel}^  resisted  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge. 

Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill,  continuing  their  advance  on  the  30th,  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy  strongly  posted  across  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
about  1 mile  from  its  intersection  with  the  Charles  City  road.  HugePs 
route  led  to  the  right  of  this  position,  Jackson’s  to  the  rear,  and  the 
arrival  of  their  commands  was  awaited  to  begin  the  attack. 

On  the  29th  G-eneral  Holmes  had  crossed  from  the  south  side  of  James 
Liver  with  part  of  his  division. 

On  the  30th,  re-enforced  by  General  Wise  with  a detachment  of  his 
brigade,  he  moved  down  the  river  road  and  came  upon  the  line  of  the 
j'etreating  army  near  Mai  vern  Hill.  Perceiving  indications  of  confusion, 
General  Holmes  was  ordered  to  open  uiion  the  column  with  artillery. 
He  soon  discovered  that  a number  of  batteries,  advantageously  posted, 
siq)ported  by  an  infantry  force  superior  to  his  own  and  assisted  by  the 
lire  of  the  gunboats  in  the  James  Eiver,  guarded  this  part  of  the  line. 

Magruder,  who  had  reached  the  Darbytown  road,  was  ordered  to 
]‘e-enforce  Holmes,  but  being  at  a greater  distance  than  had  been  sup- 
posed,  he  did  not  reach  the  position  of  the  latter  in  time  for  an  attack. 

Huger  reported  that  his  progress  was  obstructed,  but  about  4 p.  m. 
bring  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road,  which  was 
supposed  to  indicate  his  apiiroacli.  Longstreet  immediately  opened 
with  one  of  his  batteries  to  give  notice  of  his  presence.  This  brought 
on  the  engagement,  but  Huger  not  coming  up,  and  Jackson  having 
been  unable  to  force  the  passage  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  Longstreet 
and  Hill  were  without  the  expected  support.  The  superiority  of  num- 
bers and  advantage  of  position  were  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 

The  battle  raged  furiously  until  9 i).  in.  By  that  time  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  Avith  great  slaughter  from  every  position  but  one, 
which  he  maintained  until  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw  under  cover  of 
darkness. 

At  the  close  of  the  struggle  nearly  the  entire  field  remained  in  our 
l)OSsession,  covered  with  the  enemy’s  dead  and  wounded.  Many  pris- 
oners, including  a general  of  division,  were  captured,  and  several  bat- 
teries, with  some  thousands  of  small-arms,  taken.  Could  the  other 
commands  have  co-operated  in  the  action  t he  result  would  haA^e  proved 
most  disastrous  to  the  enemy. 

After  the  engagement  Magruder  Avas  recalled  to  relieve  the  troops 
of  Longstreet  and  Hill.  His  men,  much  fatigued  by  their  long,  hot 
march,  arrived  during  the  night. 

BATTLE  OF  MALA^ERN  HILL. 

Tlarly  on  July  1 Jackson  reached  the  battle-field  of  tlie  pre\dous 
day,  having  succeeded  in  crossing  Wliite  Oak  Swamp,  Avhere  he  cap- 
tured a part  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  a number  of  prisoners.  He 
was  directed  to  continue  tlie  pursuit  doAvn  the  Willis  Church  road, 

* Called  also  Glendale,  or  Nelson’s  Farm,  and  Charles  City  Road. 
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and  soon  found  the  enemy  occupying  a high  range,  extending  obliquely 
across  the  road,  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill.  On  this  position  of  great 
natural  strength  he  had  concentrated  his  powerful  artillery,  supported 
by  masses  of  infantry,  partially  protected  by  earthworks.  His  left 
rested  near  Crew’s  house  and  his  right  near  Binford’s.  Immediately 
in  his  front  the  ground  was  open,  varying  in  width  from  a quarter  to 
half  a mile,  and,  sloping  gradually  from  the  crest,  was  completely 
swept  by  the  tire  of  his  infantry  and  artillery.  To  reach  this  open 
ground  our  troops  had  to  advance  through  a broken  and  thickly- 
wooded  country,  traversed  nearly  throughout  its  whole  extent  by  a 
swamp  passable  at  but  few  places  and  difficult  at  those.  The  whole 
was  within  range  of  the  batteries  on  the  heights  and  the  gunboats  in 
the  river,  under  whose  incessant  fire  our  movements  had  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

Jackson  formed  his  line  with  Whiting’s  division  on  his  left  and  D. 
H.  Hill’s  on  his  right,  one  of  Ewell’s  brigades  occupying  the  interval. 
The  rest  of  Ewell’s  and  Jackson’s  own  divisions  were  held  in  reserve. 
Magruder  was  directed  to  take  position  on  Jackson’s  right,  but  before 
his  arrival  two  of  Huger’s  brigades  came  up  and  were  placed  next  to 
Hill.  Magruder  subsequently  formed  on  the  right  of  these  brigades, 
which,  with  a third  of  Huger’s,  were  placed  under  his  command. 
Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  held  in  reserve  and  took  no  part  in  the 
engagement.  Owing  to  ignorance  of  the  country,  the  dense  forests 
impeding  iiecessarj^  communication,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the 
ground,  the  whole  line  was  not  formed  until  a late  hour  in  the  after- 
noon. The  obstacles  presented  by  the  woods  and  swamp  made  it  im- 
practicable to  bring  up  a sufficient  amount  of  artillery  to  oppose  suc- 
cessfully the  extraordinary  force  of  that  arm  employed  by  the  enemy, 
while  the  field  itself  afforded  us  few  positions  favorable  for  its  use  and 
none  for  its  proper  concentration.  Orders  were  issued  for  a general 
advance  at  a given  signal,  but  the  causes  referred  to  prevented  a proper 
concert  of  action  among  the  troops.  D.  H.  Hill  pressed  forward  across 
the  open  field  and  engaged  the  enemy  gallantly,  breaking  and  driv- 
ing back  his  first  line;  but  a simultaneous  advance  of  the  other 
troops  not  taking  place,  he  found  himself  unable  to  maintain  the 
ground  he  had  gained  against  the  overwhelming  numbers  and  numer- 
ous batteries  of  the  enemy.  Jackson  sent  to  his  support  his  own  divis- 
ion and  that  part  of  Ewell’s  which  was  in  reserve,  but  owing  to 
the  increasing  darkness  and  intricacy  of  the  forest  and  swamp  they 
did  not  arrive  in  time  to  render  the  desired  assistance.  Hill  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  abandon  part  of  the  ground  he  had  gained  after  suf- 
fering severe  loss  and  inflicting  heavy  damuge  upon  the  enemy.  On  the 
right  the  attack  was  gallantly  made  by  Huger’s  and  Magruder’s  com- 
mands. Two  brigades  of  the  former  commenced  the  action ; the  other 
two  were  subsequently  sent  to  the  support  of  Magruder  and  Hill.  Sev- 
eral determined  efforts  were  made  to  storm  the  hill  at  Crew’s  house. 
The  brigades  advanced  bravely  across  the  open  field,  raked  by  the  fire 
of  a hundred  cannon  and  the  musketry  of  large  bodies  of  infantry. 
Some  were  broken  and  gave  way,  others  approached  close  to  the  guns, 
driving  back  the  infantry,  compelling  the  advanced  batteries  to  retire 
to  escape  cai)ture,  and  mingling  their  dead  with  those  of  the  enemy. 
For  want  of  concert  among  the  attacking  columns  their  assaults  were 
too  weak  to  l)ieak  the  Federal  line,  and  after  struggling  gallantly,  sus- 
taining and  inflicting  great  loss,  they  were  compelled  successively  to 
retire.  Night  was  approaching  when  the  attack  began,  and  it  soon  be- 
came difficult  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  firing  continued 
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until  after  9 p.  m.,  but  no  decided  result  was  gained.  Part  of  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  to  their  original  positions,  others  retnained  on  the  open 
field,  and  some  rested  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  batteries  that  had 
been  so  bravely  but  vaiiil^^  assailed.  Tlie  general  conduct  of  the  troops 
was  excellent — in  some  instances  heroic.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  at 
which  the  attack  necessarily  began  gave  the  enemy  the  full  advantage 
of  his  superior  position  and  augmented  the  natural  difficulties  of  our 
own. 

After  seizing  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad  on  June  28  and  driving  the 
enemy  across  the  Chickahominy,  as  already  narrated,  the  cavalry  un- 
der General  Stuart  proceeded  down  the  railroad  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

He  encountered  but  little  opposition,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
White  House  on  the  29th.  At  his  approach  the  enemy  destroyed  the 
greater  part  of  the  immense  stores  accumulated  at  that  depot  and  re- 
treated toward  Fort  Mofiroe.  With  one  gun  and  some  dismounted 
men  General  Stuart  drove  off  a gunboat  which  lay  near  the  White 
House  and  rescued  a large  amount  of  property,  including  more  than 
10,000  stands  of  small-arms  partially  burned.  Leaving  one  squadron 
at  the  White  House,  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  he  returned  to 
guard  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy. 

On  the  30th  he  was  directed  to  recross  and  co-operate  with  General 
Jackson.  After  a long  march  he  reached  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at  Mal- 
vern Hill  on  the  night  of  July  1 at  the  close  of  the  engagement. 

On  July  2 it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  during 
the  night,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and  wounded,  and 
his  route  exhibiting  abundant  evidence  of  precipitate  retreat  The  pur- 
suit was  commenced.  General  Stuart  with  his  cavalry  in  the  advance, 
but  a violent  storm,  which  i^revailed  throughout  the  day,  greatly  re- 
tarded our  progress.  The  enemy,  harassed  and  closely  followed  by 
the  cavalry,  succeeded  in  gaining  Westover,  on  James  Eiver,  and  the 
protection  of  his  gunboats.  He  immediately  began  to  fortify  his  posi- 
tion, which  was  one  of  great  natural  strength,  flanked  on  each  side  by 
a creek,  and  the  ai^proach  to  his  front  commanded  by  the  heavy  guns 
of  his  shipping,  in  addition  to  those  mounted  in  his  intrenchments.  It 
was  deemed  inexpedient  to  attack  him,  and  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
our  troops,  who  had  been  marching  and  fighting  almost  incessantly  for 
seven  days  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  it  was  determined  to 
withdraw,  in  order  to  afford  them  the  repose  of  which  they  stood  so 
much  in  need. 

Several  days  were  spent  in  collecting  arms  and  other  property  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  mean  time  some  artillery  and  cavalr^^ 
were  sent  below  Westover  to  annoy  his  transports. 

On  July  8 the  army  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Eichmond. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  Federal  Army  should  have  been 
destroyed.  Its  escape  was  due  to  the  causes  already  stated.  Promi- 
nent among  these  is  the  want  of  correct  and  timely  information.  This 
fact,  attributable  chiefly  to  the  character  of  the  country,  enabled  Gen- 
eral McClellan  skillfully  to  conceal  his  retreat  and  to  add  much  to  the 
obstructions  with  which  nature  had  beset  the  way  of  our  pursuing 
columns;  but  regret  that  more  wms  not  accomplished  gives  way  to 
gratitude  to  the  Sovereign  Euler  of  the  Universe  for  the  results 
achieved.  The  siege  of  Eichmond  was  raised,  and  the  object  of  a cam- 
])aign,  which  had  been  prosecuted  after  months  of  preparation  at  an 
enormous  expenditure  of  men  and  money,  completely  frustrated.  More 
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than  10,000  prisoners,  including  officers  of  rank,  52  i)ieces  of  artillery, 
and  ui^ward  of  35,000  stands  of  small-arms  were  captured.  Tlie  stores 
and  supplies  of  every  description  which  fell  into  our  hands  were  great 
in  amount  and  value,  but  small  in  comparison  with  those  destroyed  by 
the  enemy.  His  losses  in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attested  by  the 
thousands  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on  every  field,  while  his  subse- 
quent inaction  shows  in  what  condition  the  survivors  reached  the  pro- 
tection to  which  they  fled. 

The  accompanying  tables  contain  the  lists  of  our  casualties  in  the 
series  of  engagements.* 

Among  the  dead  will  be  found  many  whose  names  will  ever  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  great  events  in  which  they  all  bore  so  honorable  a part. 
For  these,  as  well  as  for  the  names  of  their  no  less  distinguished  sur- 
viving comrades,  who  earned  for  themselves  the  high  honor  of  special 
commendation,  where  all  so  well  discharged  their  duty,  reference  must 
necessarily  be  made  to  the  acconq^anyiug  reports.  But  I cannot  for- 
bear expressing  my  admiration  of  the  noble  qualities  displayed,  with 
rare  exceptions,  by  officers  and  men,  under  circumstances  which  de- 
manded the  exercise  of  every  soldierly  virtue. 

To  the  officers  commanding  divisions  and  brigades  belongs  the  credit 
for  the  management  of  their  troops  in  action.  Iffie  extent  of  the  fields 
of  battle,  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  denseness  of  the  forests 
rendered  more  than  general  directions  impracticable. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff  I am  indebted  for  constant  aid  during  the 
entire  period.  Colonels  Chilton  and  Long,  Majors  Taylor,  Venable, 
Talcott,  and  Marshall,  and  Captain  Mason  were  continuously  with  me 
on  the  field.  General  Peudleton,  chief  of  artillery  j Lieutenant-Colonel 
Corley,  chief  quartermaster  j Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole,  chief  commis- 
sary; Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander,  chief  of  ordnance;  Surgeon  Guild, 
medical  director ; Colonel  Lay  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harvie,  inspectors- 
general,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stev^ens,  chief  engineer,  attended  un- 
ceasingly to  their  several  departments. 

To  the  whole  medical  corps  of  the  army  I return  my  thanks  for  the 
care  and  attention  bestowed  on  the  wounded.^ 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General^  Richmond^  Va. 


General  Orders,  ( Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  75.  ( June  24,  1862. 

I..  General  Jackson’s  command  will  proceed  to-morrow  from  Ashland 
toward  the  Slash  Church  and  encamp  at  some  convenient  point  west  of 
the  Central  Eailroad.  Branch’s  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill’s  division,  will 
also  to-morrow  evening  take  position  on  the  Chickahomiuy  near  Half- 
Sink.  At  3 o’clock  Thursday  morning,  26th  instant.  General  Jackson 
will  advance  on  the  road  leading  to  Pole  Green  Church,  communicating 
his  march  to  Genei^al  Branch,  who  will  immediately  cross  the  Chicka- 
hominy  and  take  the  road  leading  to  Mechanics ville.  As  soon  as  the 
movements  of  these  columns  are  discovered.  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with 
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the  rest  of  his  divisiou,  will  cross  the  Ohickahomiuy  near  Meadow 
Bridge  and  move  direct  upon  Mechanicsville.  To  aid  his  advance,  the 
heavy  batteries  on  the  Ohickahomiuy  will  at  the  proper  time  oiien 
upon  the  batteries  at  Mechanicsville.  The  enemy  being  driven  from 
Mechanicsville  and  the  passage  across  the  bridge  opened,  General 
Longstreet,  with  his  division  and  that  of  General  1).  H.  Hill,  will  cross 
the  Ohickahomiuy  at  or  near  that  point.  General  D.  H.  Hill  moving  to 
the  sipiport  of  General  Jackson  and  General  Longstreet  supporting 
General  A.  P.  Hill.  The  four  divisions,  keeping  in  communication 
with  each  other  and  moving  en  echelon  on  separate  roads,  if  practicable, 
the  left  division  in  advance,  with  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  extend- 
ing their  front,  will  sweep  down  the  Ghickahominy  and  endeavor  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  above  New  Bridge,  General  Jackson 
bearing  well  to  his  left,  turning  Beaver  Dam  Greek  and  taking  the  di- 
rection toward  Gold  Harbor.  They  will  then  press  forward  toward  the 
York  Biver  Eailroad,  closing  upon  the  enemy^s  rear  and  forcing  him 
down  the  Ghickahominy.  Any  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  Richmond 
will  be  prevented  by  vigorously  following  his  rear  and  crippling  and 
arresting  his  progress. 

II.  The  divisions  under  Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  will  hold 
their  positions  in  front  of  the  enemy  against  attack,  and  make  such 
demonstrations  Thursday  as  to  discover  his  operations.  Should  oppor- 
tunity offer,  the  feint  will  be  converted  into  a real  attack,  and  should 
an  abandonment  of  his  intrenchments  by  the  enemy  be  discovered,  he 
will  be  closel}^  pursued. 

III.  The  Third  Virginia  Gavalry  will  observe  the  Gharles  Gity  road. 
The  Fifth  Virginia,  the  First  North  Garolina,  and  the  Hampton  Legion 
(cavalry)  will  observe  the  Darbytown,  Varina,  and  Osborne  roads. 
Should  a movement  of  the  enemy  down  the  Ghickahominy  be  discov- 
ered, they  will  close  upon  his  flank  and  endeavor  to  arrest  his  march. 

IV.  Geceral  Stuart,  with  the  First,  Fourth,  and  Ninth  Virginia  Gav- 
alry, the  cavalry  of  Gobbis  Legion  and  the  Jeff*.  Davis  Legion,  will  cross 
the  Ghickahominy  to-morrow  and  take  position  to  the  left  of  General 
Jacksoifls  line  of  march.  The  main  body  will  be  held  in  reserve,  with 
scouts  well  extended  to  the  front  and  left.  General  Stuart  will  keep 
General  Jackson  informed  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  his  left 
and  will  co-operate  with  him  in  his  advance.  The  Tenth  Virginia  Gav- 
alry, Golonel  Davis,  will  remain  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 

V.  General  Ransom’s  brigade,  of  General  Holmes’  command,  will 
be  placed  in  reserve  on  the  Williamsburg  road  by  General  Huger,  to 
whom  he  will  report  for  orders. 

VI.  Gommanders  of  divisions  will  cause  their  commands  to  be  pro- 
vided with  three  days’  cooked  rations.  The  necessary  ambulances  and 
ordnance  trains  will  be  ready  to  accompany  the  divisions  and  receive 
orders  from  their  respective  commanders.  Officers  in  charge  of  all 
trains  will  invariably  remain  with  them.  Batteries  and  wagons  will 
keep  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  (diief  engineer.  Major  Stevens, 
will  assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties  to  the  progress  of  the 
troops.  The  staff  departments  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to 
facilitate  the  movements  lierein  directed. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

R.  H.  GHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

Ai)ril  7,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  C.  8.  A. : 

General  : I inclose  lierewith  a map*  of  the  field  of  operations  of 
this  army  before  Eichmond,  which  I desire  to  have  put  with  my  report 
of  the  battles  before  Eichmond,  sent  in  to  your  office  with  my  letter  of 
the  12th  ultimo. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

No.  75.  i July  7,  1862. 

The  general  commanding,  profoundly  grateful  to  the  only  Giver  of 
all  victory  for  the  signal  success  with  which  He  has  blessed  our  arms, 
tenders  his  warmest  thanks  and  congratulations  to  the  army,  by  whose 
valor  such  splendid  results  have  been  achieved. 

On  Thursday,  June  26,  the  powerful  and  thoroughly-equipped  army 
of  the  enemy  was  intrenched  in  works  vast  in  extent  and  most  for- 
midable ill  character  within  sight  of  our  capital.  To-day  the  remains  of 
that  confident  and  threatening  host  lie  upon  the  banks  of  James  Eiver, 
30  miles  from  Eichmond,  seeking  to  recover,  under  the  protection  of  his 
gunboats,  from  the  effects  of  a series  of  disastrous  defeats. 

The  battle,  beginning  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  above  Mechan- 
icsville,  continued  until  the  night  of  July  1,  with  only  such  intervals 
as  were  necessary  to  pursue  and  overtake  the  fleeing  foe.  His  strong 
intrenchments  and  obstinate  resistance  were  overcome,  and  our  army 
swept  resistlessly  down  the  north  side  of  the  Ohickahominy  until  it 
reached  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  broke  his  communication  with  the 
York,  capturing  or  causing  the  destruction  of  many  valuable  stores, 
and  by  the  decisive  battle  of  Friday  forcing  the  enemy  from  his  line  of 
powerful  fortifications  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohickahominy  and 
driving  him  to  a precipitate  retreat.  This  victorious  army  pursued  as 
rapidly  as  the  obstructions  placed  by  the  enemy  in  his  rear  would 
permit,  three  times  overtaking  his  fleeing  column  and  as  often  driving 
him  with  slaughter  from  the  fleld,  leaving  his  numerous  dead  and 
wounded  in  our  hands  in  every  conflict.  The  immediate  fruits  of  our 
success  are  the  relief  of  Eichmond  from  a state  of  siege ; the  rout  of 
the  great  army  that  so  long  menaced  its  safety  j many  thousand  pris- 
oners, including  officers  of  high  rank;  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
stores  to  the  value  of  millions,  and  the  acquisition  of  thousands  of 
arms  and  forty  pieces  of  superior  artillery. 

The  service  rendered  to  the  country  in  this  short  but  eventful  period 
can  scarcely  be  estimated,  and  the  general  commanding  cannot  ade- 
(piately  express  his  admiration  of  the  courage,  endurance,  and  soldierly 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged.  These  brilliant  results  have 
cost  us  many  brave  men ; but  while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  our  gallant 
dead  let  us  not  forget  that  they  died  nobly  in  defense  of  their  country’s 
freedom,  and  have  lini^ed  their  memory  with  an  event  that  will  live 
forever  in  the  hearts  of  a grateful  ])eople. 

Soldiers,  your  country  will  tliank  you  I'or  the  heroic  conduct  you 
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have  displayed — conduct  worthy  of  men  engaged  in  a cause  so  just  and 
sacred,  and  deserving  a nation’s  gratitude  and  praise. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assisfanf  Adjuianf  (lenentl. 


No.  202. 

Report  of  Surg,  Lafayette  Guild,  Medical  Director  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, with  Return  of  Casualties. 

In  Camt  near  Eichmond,  Ya., 

• August  IG,  1862. 

Sir:  Herewith  I transmit  a consolidated  report  of  sick  and  wounded 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  for  the  month  of  June,*  to  which  is 
appended  a list  of  killed  in  the  late  series  of  conflicts  near  Eichmond, 
commencing  June  26  and  ending  July  1.  I also  inclose  a return  of 
medical  officers  for  the  month  of  July.*  The  incompleteness  and  inac- 
curacies of  these  papers,  I am  sorry  to  admit,  almost  destroy  the  value 
that  should  attach  to  them.  No  reports  whatever  have  been  received 
from  Surgeon  Cullen,  chief  surgeon  of  General  Longstreet’s  division,  or 
from  the  chief  surgeon  of  General  Jackson’s  command.  This  neglect 
alone  necessarily  renders  the  inclosed  reports  very  imx)erfect,  as  these 
divisions  of  the  army  bore  a most  active  and  important  part  in  the  re- 
cent battles.  Previous  to  the  engagements  medical  officers  failed  to 
supxfly  themselves  with  the  means  necessary  for  keeping  a list  of  casu- 
alties, and  without  a regularly  systematized  method  of  registration  at 
the  field  infirmaries  during  and  after  a battle  no  great  accuracy  of  record 
can  ever  be  attained.  However,  the  rapidity  of  the  movements  of  the 
army  over  an  extensive  field  of  operations,  the  rapid  succession  of  the 
week’s  conflicts,  and  the  battles  occurring  in  the  afternoon  and  in  many 
instances  continuing  as  late  as  9 o’clock  at  night,  prevented  the  wounded 
of  particular  divisions  and  brigades  being  conveyed  to  their  own  respect- 
ive infirmaries,  and  rendered  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  the  medical  officers  to  make  correct  records  of  all  the  wounded  who 
fell  into  their  hands,  even  if  they  had  been  supplied  with  tabular  held 
notes.  Necessity  often  demanded  that  the  wounded  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  nearest  infirmary,  and  consequently  the  wounded  of  every  portion 
of  the  army  were  frequently  thus  mingled  together.  The  present  im- 
promptu ambulance  system  of  this  army  requires  radical  changes,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  improve  the  effi- 
ciency of  this  important  branch  of  our  service  may  be  successful. 

The  number  of  medical  officers  in  the  iDresent  regimental  organization 
is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service.  One  surgeon  and 
one  assistant  surgeon  are  insufficient  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war.  In 
active  service  every  regiment  should  always  have  at  least  one  surgeon 
and  two  assistant  surgeons.  Senior  surgeons  of  brigades  should  be  re- 
lieved from  regimental  duty,  and  one  or  more  assistant  surgeons  attached 
to  each  brigade  as  suiiernumeraries  for  assignment  to  field  hospitals  and 
infirmaries  and  to  supxily  deficiencies  continually  arising  from  sickness 
and  death  of  regimental  medical  officers. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of  medical  officers  and  the  lim- 
ited ambulance  facilities  and  other  hospital  resources  at  our  command, 

*No  inclosures  found  witli  this  report.  The  inclosure  to  Venable’s  letter,  following, 
is  probably  a revised  report  of  the  casualties. 
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nearly  all  the  necessary  operations  were  performed  in  the  field  infirm- 
aries and  the  wounded  rapidly  conveyed  to  the  general  hospitals.  I 
cannot  commend  too  highly  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  medical  corps 
as  a body  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous  and  responsible  duties 
during  the  late  bloody  battles. 

I also  inclose  an  inventory  * of  captured  medical  and  hospital  supplies, 
which  have  been  secured  by  Surg.  James  T.  Johnson,  medical  purveyor. 
I regret  to  report  to  you  that  much  hospital  property  has  been  secreted 
and  retained  without  authority  by  medical  officers,  and  even  by  officers 
of  the  line  and  private  soldiers.  To  Surgeon  Johnson  is  due  great  credit 
for  the  energy  and  efficiency  he  displayed  in  collecting  and  securing 
the  captured  hospital  property  we  now  hold  in  our  ])ossession.  For 
further  information  in  this  particular  I respectfully  refer  you  to  his 
inclosed  report. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  GUILD, 

Surgeon  and  Medical  Director^  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Moore, 

Surgeon- General  C.  S.  Army.,  Richmond.,  Ya. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

April  11,  1863. 

General:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  send  the  inclosed  report  of 
Medical  Director  Guild,  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  of  the  cas- 
ualties in  this  armj^in  the  battles  before  Eichmond,  ending  July  1, 1802. 
This  report  should  have  accompanied  the  report  of  the  battles  already 
sent  in,  but  was  not  ready  at  the  time. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  VENABLE, 
Ma;jor  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Inclosure.] 

List  of  Casualties  in  the  Ai'my  of  Northern  Virginia  in  the  fights  before  Richmond,  commenc- 
ing June  26,  1862,  and  ending  Jiilg  1,  1862. t 


1 

Coni  ni  and. 

^3 

Cl 

:=i 

.M 

'6 

<u 

0 

P 

O 

! 

Total.  j 

LONGSTREET’S  DIVISION. 

Kemper's  brigade. 

Igti  "V  jp^iTriii  - 

8 

8 

7th  - 

13 

63 

76 

17tli  "Vir^iiiiQ) 

10 

30 

46 

- 

4 

54 

58 

B.  H.  Anderson's  brigade. 

Ptilmctto  ShH-rpsliootcrs ...... ......  - --  --  - .................. 

51 

290 

341 

2d  Soutli  Carolina  Rifles 

29 

no 

139 

4tli  Sout/h.  Cs7*oliD3i 

1 

44 

45 

5tli  South 

29 

87 

116 

6th  South  Carolina 

20 

83 

103 

* See  note  on  p.  501. 
t See  also  pp.  973-984. 
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List  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  in  the  fights  before  llichmond,  commenc- 
ing June  26,  1862,  and  ending  July  1,  1862 — Coulinned. 


Command. 


W 


Pickett's  brigade. 


8th  Virginia 
18th  Virginia. 
IGth  Vi'-ginia 
28th  Virginia. 
56th  Virginia 


3d  Virginia 

Loaisiana  Zouaves. 

2d  Florida 

14th  Alabama 

14th  Louisiana 


19th  Mississippi 

12th  Mississippi 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion. 


8th  Alabama 

9th  Alabama 

10th  Alabama 

llth  Alabama 

Thomas  Artillery 


Hampton  Legion 

18th  Georgia 

1st  Texas 

4th  Texas 

.“ith  Texas 


2d  Mississippi 

llth  Mississippi 

4th  Alabama 

Gih  North  Carolina 
Staunton  Artillery. 


40th  Virginia 

47th  Virginia 

r)5th  Virginia 

60th  Virginia  

Pegram's  battery 


1 st  S<»uth  C arolina 

Ist  South  (larolina  Rifles. 

12th  South  Carolina 

13th  South  Carolina 

14th  South  Carolina 

McIntosh’s  battery 


7th  North  Carolina 
18th  North  Carolina 
28th  North  Carolina 
33d  North  Carolina 
37th  North  Carolina 
Johnson’s  battery  . . . 


Pryor's  brigade. 


Featherston's  brigade. 


Wilcox's  brigade. 


whiting’s  division. 
Hood's  brigade. 


Whiting's  brigade. 


A.  I*,  mix’s  DIVISION. 

Field's  brigade. 


Gregg's  brigade. 


Branch's  brigade.  . 


10 

48 

58 

24  1 

164 

188 

21  1 

115 

136 

12 

106 

118 

» I 

83 

92 

20 

76 

96 

5 

. 42 

47 

23 

118 

141 

70 

253 

323 

52 

191 

243 

63 

209 

272 

32 

176 

208 

22 

90 

112 

51 

181 

232 

66 

190 

256 

38 

198 

226 

76 

240 

316 

1 

2 

3 

2 

18 

20 

19 

70 

89 

26 

76 

102 

46 

202 

248 

15 

71 

86 

20 

1 ’ 94 

114 

21 

159 

180 

25 

1 113 

138 

5 

! 112 

117 

4 

4 

22 

156 

178 

3 

40 

43 

21 

94 

115 

12 

97 

109 

3 

56 

59 

20 

79 

99 

70 

213 

283 

21 

146 

167 

5 

48 

53 

24 

211 

235 

1 

2 

3 

28 

183 

211 

14 

82 

96 

12 

146 

158 

8 

43 

51 

11 

114 

125 

1 

18 

19 
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List  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  in  the  fights  before  liichmond,  commenc- 
ing June  26,  1862,  and  ending  July  1,  1862 — Continued. 


Command. 


Archers  brigade. 


5tli  Alabama  Battalion 

2cl  Arkansas  [Battalion  Pender’s  brigade] 

19tli  Georgia 

Ist  Tennessee 

7th  Tennessee 

14th  Tennessee 


Pender's  brigade. 

16th  North  Carolina 

22d  North  Carolina 

34th  North  Carolina 

38th  North  Carolina 

2d  Virginia  Artillery  [22d  Virginia  Battalion]. 

Andrews’  battery 

Crenshaw’s  battery 

Davidson’s  battery 


hugkr’s  division. 
Ransom's  brigade. 

24th  North  Carolina 

2.>th  North  Carolina 

26th  North  Carolina 

35th  North  Carolina 

19th  North  Carolina  [49th  North  Carolina] 

Mahonc's  brigade. 

12th  Virginia 

49th  Virginia 

41st  Virginia 

6th  Virginia 

16th  Virginia 

Wright's  brigade. 

22d  Georgia 

4th  Georgia 

1st  Louisiana 

3d  Georgia 

’ Armistead's  brigade. 

5th  Virginia  Battalion 

57th  Virginia 

38th  Virginia 

53d  Virginia 

9th  Virginia 

14th  Virginia 

I).  R.  JONES’  DIVISION. 
Toombs'  brigade. 

17th  Georgia 

15th  Georgia 

20th  Georgia 

2d  Georgia 

George  T.  Anderson's  brigade 

1st  Georgia 

7th  Georgia 

8th  Georgia 

9th  Georgia 

11th  Georgia 

Major  Garnett’s  artillery 

D.  H.  hill’s  DIVISION. 
Garland's  brigade. 


19 

79 

98 

4 

8 

12 

32 

157 

189 

20 

79 

99 

6 

66 

72 

9 

75 

84 

33 

199 

232 

28 

133 

161 

53 

158 

211 

6 

153 

159 

10 

49 

59 

3 

3 

1 

8 

9 

3 

16 

19 

9 

42 

51 

22 

106 

128 

6 

40 

46 

18 

91 

109 

14 

75 

89 

11 

57 

68 

1 

28 

29 

13 

83 

96 

10 

40 

50 

6 

49 

55 

15 

116 

131 

20 

106 

126 

30 

137 

167 

34 

122 

156 

1 

4 

5 

13 

85 

98 

12 

72 

84 

3 

30 

33 

9 

34 

43 

12 

56 

68 

7 

37 

44 

11 

94 

105 

5 

67 

72 

20 

175 

195 

5 

48 

53 

10 

103 

113 

28 

63 

91 

. 8 

40 

48 

6 

47 

53 

3 

12 

15 

26 

80 

10« 

7 

77 

84 

13th  North  Carolina 
23d  North  Carolina 
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List  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  in  the  fights  before  Eichmond,  commenc- 
ing June  26,  1862,  and  ending  July  1,  18()2 — Continued. 


Command. 


Garland's  brigade — Continued. 


5tli  Xortli  Carolina 
12tli  Xortli  Carolina 
20th  Nortli  Carolina 


George  B.  Anderson  s brigade. 

2d  North  Carolina 

30th  North  Carolina 

14th  North  Carolina 

4th  North  Carolina 

Hardaway’s  artillery 


Colquitt's  brigade. 

,6th  Greorgia 

23d  Georgia 

27th  Georgia 

28th  Georgia 


Ripley's  brigade. 

l.st  North  Carolina 

3d  North  Carolina 


Rodes'  brigade. 

5th  Alabama 

26th  Alabama 

12th  Alabama 

3d  Alabama 


M‘L.\WS’  DIVISION. 
Cobb's  brigade. 

2d  Louisiana 

15th  North  Carolina 

16th  Georgia 

24th  Georgia 

Cobb  (Georgia)  Legion  


Barksdale's  brigade. 

21st  Mississippi 

18th  Mississippi 

17th  Mississippi 

13th  Mississippi 

Kershaw's  brigade. 

2d  South  Carolina  

3d  South  Carolina 

7th  South  Carolina . . 

8th  South  Carolina  


Semmes'  brigade. 

10th  Georgia 

53d  Georgia 

32d  Virginia 

15th  Virginia 

Alexandria  Artillery 

Pendleton’s  Keserve  Artillery 

14th  Georgia ' 

13th  Alabama  


.JACKSON’S  DIVISION. 
Winder's  brigade. 


2d  Virginia 

4th  Virginia. 

5th  Virginia 

27th  Virginia 

33d  Virginia 

Rockbridge  Artillery 
Carpenter’s  battery . . 


£ 

a 

o 

j Total. 

7 

27 

34 

46 

161 

207 

90 

• 297 

387 

20 

96 

116 

30 

137 

167 

17 

85 

102 

11 

54 

65 

12 

12 

38 

167 

205 

4 

63 

67 

11 

102 

113 

6 

73 

79 

51 

175 

220 

32 

166 

198 

43 

131 

174 

18 

109 

127 

0 

6 

37 

170 

207 

31 

1.51 

182 

19 

114 

133 

11 

45 

56 

4 

27 

31 

3 

3 

32 

119 

151 

16 

116 

132 

15 

92 

107 

28 

107 

135 

15 

89 

104 

24 

126 

150 

19 

93 

112 

8 

47 

55 

10 

47 

57 

2 

23 

25 

3 

6 

9 

1 

9 

10 

1 

2 

3 

8 

30 

38 

16 

122 

138 

14 

70 

84 

6 

23 

29 

8 

28 

36 

8 

40 

48 

1 

4 

5 

4 

30 

34 

2 

3 

5 

6 

6 
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Command. 

r3 

A 

3 

§ 

Total. 

Jones'  brigade. 

6 

6 

2 

2 

i 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

o 

1 

1 

Fulkerson's  brigade. 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

5 

7 

ewkll’s  division. 

Lawton's  brigade. 

freorgia 

7 

33 

40 

38th  Georgia 

41 

114 

155 

13th  Georgia 

7 

51 

58 

fil at  Georgia 

6 

27 

33 

3l8t  Georgia 

27 

120 

147 

60th  Georgia 

2 

25 

27 

Elzey's  brigade. 

13th  Vii'giriin, ...  - 

28 

88 

116 

25th  Virginia 

1 

2 

3 

31  at  Virginia,  ..  

2 

23 

25 

44th  Virginia 

2 

16 

18 

.52d  Virginia  

3 

31 

34 

OSth  Virginia 

10 

38 

48 

12th  Georgia 

1 

17 

18 

Seymour's  brigade. 

7th  Louisiana 

9 

50 

59 

9th  Louisiana. 

4 

26 

30 

6th  Louisiana 

16 

65 

81 

8th  Louisiana 

12 

72 

84 

Trimble's  brigade. 

1.5th  Alabama,  ..  ■ 

35 

117 

152 

21st  North  Carolina 

1 

27 

28 

21  at  Georgia  ..  

20 

77 

97 

Total 

2,  836 

13,  946 

16,  782 

Supplementary  table  of  Casualties.^ 


Command. 


whiting’8  division. 

First  Brigade  (Hood) 

Second  Brigade  (Hamptou) 

'i  liird  Brigade  (Law) 

Fourth  Brigade  (Pettigrew) 

Fifth  Brigade  (Hatton) 

Total 


Date  of  event. 

KiUed. 

! rs 

1 I' 

J_, 

Missing. 

Total.  . 

May  31,  1862 

13 

• 

13 

May  31,  1862 

45 

284 

329 

Mav  31,  1862 

28 

266 

42 

346 

May  31,  1862 

47 

240 

54 

341 

May  31,  1862 

44 

187 

13 

244 

164 

1,010 

109 

1,273 

See  more  complete  compilation  of  casualties,  pp.  973-984. 
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Supplementary  taJ)le  of  Casualties — Continued. 


Command. 


hugee’s  division. 


Moorman’s  battery. 


Grimes’  battery 

49tb  North  Carolina. 


Total . 


i.ongstreet’s  division. 


11th  Virginia 

Maurin’s  battery. 


Total . 


ewedd’s  division. 


16th  Mississippi 

1st  Battalion  (North  Carolina  Sharpshooters)  . 

Ist  Special  Battalion 

Carrington’s  battery 

Maryland  Line 

1st  Maryland 

Ist  Battalion  Light  Artillery  (Maryland  Line) 


Total. 


D.  H.  hill  8 DIVISION. 


6th  Alabama  — 
Carter’s  battery 
44th  Georgia 


48th  Georgia 

Rhett’s  battery 

Bondurant’s  battery. 

13th  Alabama 


Mattison’s  (South  Carolina)  Battallion  , 


CAVALRY. 


Ist  Virginia  Cavalry 

4th  Virginia  Cavalry 

Ist  North  Carolina  Cavalry*. 


Total . 


M’LAWS’  DIVISION. 


5th  Louisiana. 


Total 120 


Date  of  event. 


June  30,  1862 
July  1,  1862 
July  1,  1862 
June  15,  1862 


June  30,  1862 
June  27,  1862 
June  30,  1862 


June  27, 
July  1, 
June  27, 
June  26, 
June  27, 
July  1, 
June  26, 
June  27, 
J uly  1, 
June  26, 
June  26, 
July  1, 
June  27, 
July  1, 


23 


10 


June  27,  1862 
July  1,  1862 
June  27,  1862 
July  1,  1862 
June  27,  1862 
June  27,  1862 

June  27,  1862 
July  1,  1802 


1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 

1862 


25 


71 


June  26,  1862 
to 

July  1,  1862 


June  27,  1862 


53 


13 

39 

3 

264 


577 


45 


31 


31 


120 


94 


19 


85 


23 


127 


10 


16 


16 

47 

3 

335 

*33 

65 

33 

33 

44 

19 


771 


57 


67 


Not  given  in  detail. 
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Table  of  missing  for  period  and  organizations  covered  by  Surgeon  GuilWs  report,  in  which 

he  omits  that  item. 

longsti?eet’s  division. 

Kemper’s  brigade  : 

1st  Virginia,  June  27  and  30 6 

7th  Virginia,  June  27  and  30 41 

17th  Virginia,  Jnne  30 73 

24th  Virginia,  Jnne  30 14 

Total 134 

Anderson’s  brigade : 

2d  South  Carolina,  June  27  and  30 8 

5th  South  Carolina,  June  27  and  30 1 

6th  South  Carolina,  June  27  and  30 3 

Total 12 

Pickett’s  brigade : 

18th  Virginia,  June  30 7 

19th  Virginia,  June  30 1 

28th  Virginia,  June  30 1 

5Cth  Virginia,  June  30 1 

Total 10 

Wilcox’s  brigade  ; 

8th  Alabama,  June  30 1 

9th  Alabama,  June  27 4 

9th  Alabama,  June  30 4 

10th  Alabama,  June  30 

11th  Alabama,  June  30 11 

Total ; 20 

Fifth  Brigade  (Pryor’s) : 

14th  Alabama,  June  27  and  30 11 

Sixth  Brigade  (Featherston’s) : 

2d  Mississippi  Battalion,  June  27  to  July  1 1 

12th  Mississippi,  June  26  to  July  1 5 

19th  Mississippi,  June  26  to  July  1 3 

Total 9 

whiting’s  division. 

Hood’s  brigade  : 

18th  Georgia,  June  27 3 

Hampton  Legion 

4th  Texas,  June  27 1 

Total ^ 4 

Whiting’s  brigade : 

11th  Mississippi,  June  27  to  July  1 3 

6th  North  Carolina,  June  27  to  July  1 2 

Total 5 

huger’s  division. 

Ransom’s  brigade  : 

24th  North  Carolina,  July  1 12 

25th  North  Carolina,  July  1 5 
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Table  of  missing,  (fc. — Continued. 

26tli  North  Carolina,  July  1 25 

35th  North  Carolina,  July  1 IS 

49th  North  Carolina,  J uly  1 J*. 16 

Total 76 

Mahone’s  brigade : 

6th  Virginia,  July  1 8 

12th  Virginia,  July  1 57 

16th  Virginia,  July  1 39 

4 1 at  Virginia,  July  1 20 

Total 124 

Wright’s  brigade  : 

22d  Georgia,  June  25 2 

22d  Georgia,  July  1 18 

4th  Georgia,  June  25 5 

4th  Georgia,  July  1 8 

3d  Georgia,  June  25 

3d  Georgia,  July  1 22 

1st  Louisiana,  June  25 4 

1st  Louisiana,  July  1 31 

Total.  1 90 

Armistead’s  brigade : 

.5th  Virginia  Battalion,  J uly  1 4 

9th  Virginia,  July  1 23 

14th  Virginia,  July  1 6 

3Sth  Virginia,  July  1 11 

53d  Virginia,  June  25 2 

53d  Virginia,  July  1 6 

57th  Virginia,  July  1 17 

Total 69 

D.  R.  JONES’  DIVISION. 

Anderson’s  brigade  : 

7th  Georgia 11 

8th  Georgia,  June  28  and  July  1 11 

9th  Georgia  

Total 22 

magruder’s  division. 

Cobb’s  brigade  ; 

16th  Georgia,  July  1...., 2 

m’laws’  division. 

Seniiues’  brigade : 

lOtli  Georgia,  July  1 23 

53d  Georgia,  July  1 2 

10th  Louisiana,  July  1 38 

Total 63 

Kershaw’s  brigade : 

3d  South  Carolina,  June  29 — 4 

Sth  South  Carolina,  July  1 9 

Total 13 
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D.  H.  hill’s  division. 

Colquitt’s  brigade : 

(5th  Georgia,  June  27 — ! 

27tli  Georgia,  .June  27 

27th  Georgia,  July  1 


Total 


Garland’s  brigade : 

5th  North  Carolina,  June  26  to  July  1 
12th  North  (Carolina,  June  26  to  July  1 
13th  North  Carolina,  June  26  to  July  1 
20th  North  Carolina,  June  26  to  July  1 


4 

1 

4 

6 


Total 15 

Ripley’s  brigade  : 

1st  North  Carolina,  June  26 1 

Ist  North  Carolina,  July  1 6 

3d  North  Carolina,  July  1 7 

Total *14 


JACKSON’S  DIVISION. 

Winder’s  brigade : 

5th  Virginia  Volunteers,  July  1 

Third  brigade: 

10th  Virginia  Regiment,  June  26  to  July  1 

EWELL’S  DIVISION. 

Fourth  Brigade,  June  27  to  July  1 

Seventh  Brigade,  June  27  to  July  1 

Total 

Aggregate 


3 

49 

52 


No.  203. 

Report  of  Capt.  tSmitli  tStanshury^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Richmond 
Arsenal^  of  captured  ordnance,  with  inclosure  from  Lieutenant  Jones, 

Eichmond  Arsenal,  July  15,  1862. 
Major  : Iii  coiifonuity  with  your  request  I have  the  honor  to  report 
that  there  have  been  turned  in  here  the  following  captured  cannon : 
Eive  10-pounder  Parrott  guns. 

Two  20-pounder  Parrott  guns. 

One  12-pounder  bronze  howitzer. 

One  3-inch  steel  rifle  gun. 

One  battery  wagon. 

Three  6-pounder  caissons. 

Three  repeating  cannon,  by  Capt.  E.  Snowden  Andrews. 

One  3-inch  rifle  gun. 

Three  12-pounder  bronze  guns. 

One  12-pounder  bronze  howitzer. 


The  brigade  return  makes  a total  of  30. 
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I understand  that  the  pieces  turned  in  by  Captain  Andrews  were  ex- 
changed on  the  held  for  captured  i)ieces,  and  that  many  similar  ex- 
changes and  nppropriatioiis  were  made  without  authority. 

I inclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Jones  as  to  the  numbers  of  small 
arms  and  accouterments  brought  in  up  to  the  iireseiit.  Most  of  them 
are  the  arms  of  our  men,  some  belonging  to  our  killed  and  wounded  ; 
the  balance  having  been  exchanged  on  the  held  for  the  superior  arms 
of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  STANSBURY, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Maj.  E.  P.  Alexander. 

AVe  received  caissons  and  parts  of  caissons  more  or  less  damaged. 

[Inclosure.] 

Ordnance  Store,  Richmond  Arsenal, 

July  15,  186  J. 

Sir  : The  number  of  small-arms  received  at  the  artillery  workshop 
up  to  date  amounts  to  27,972,  with  about  3,000  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
Quartermaster’s  Department,  making  a total  of  nearly  31,000. 

In  regard  to  accouterments  I can  make  only  an  approximate  esti- 
mate, as  it  is  impossible  to  get  at  the  actual  number  of  each  article 
until  they  have  been  separated  and  assorted.  Eight  men  are  now  en- 
gaged in  doing  this.  I think  10,000  sets  of  accouterments  and  6,000 
knapsacks  is  about  the  cpiantity  received  up  to  this  time. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  F.  JONES, 

First  Lieutenant  Artillery,  on  Ordnance  Duty. 

Capt.  S.  Stansbury, 

CommMnding  Arsenal. 


No.  204. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  E.  Webb,  C.  /S.  Army,  Acting  Ordnance  Officer  of 
Oeneral  D.  H.  HilVs  division.,  of  captured  ordnance. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Richmond,  July  15,  1862. 

Sir  : 1 beg  to  make  the  following  report: 

Captain  Hardaway’s  ba  ttery,  attached  to  General  Anderson’s  brigade, 
appropriated  two  3-iuch  rihed  wrought[?j  iron  guns,  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  enemy,  to  supply  the  places  of  two  of  its  own  burst,  one 
at  Mechanicsville,  the  other  at  Cold  Harbor.  He  also  took  a limber 
with  these  pieces  and  left  his  own  on  the  field. 

Cai)tain  Carter,  commanding  the  King  AVilliam  Artillery,  of  General 
Rodes’  brigade,  exchanged  one  of  his  caissons  for  a Parrott  caisson 
taken  from  the  enemy,  and  gave  his  own  to  an  ordnance  train. 

In  the  Hanover  Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain ‘Nelson  and  at- 
tached to  General  Colquitt’s  brigade,  no  exchange  was  made.  There 
was  no  change  made  in  the  Jeff.  Davis’  Artillery,  of  General  Garland’s 
brigade. 
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There  was  also  no  change  in  Captain  EhetUs  hattery,  in  General 
Kipley’s  brigade. 

Eespectfullv  submitted. 

JAMES  E.  WEBB, 

Actij.  Ordnance  Officer  of  Gtmeral  I).  II.  Hill’s  Division. 
Maj.  E.  P.  Alexander. 


No.  205. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  William  M.  Archer,  G.  8.  Army,  Ordnance  Officer  of  Maj. 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  division,  of  captured  ordnance. 

Headquarters  Light  Division, 

July  15,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  your  circular  of  10th  instant : 

There  are  the  following  captured  guns  in  possession  of  the  batteries 
of  this  division,  viz  : 

In  Capt.  Carter  M.  Braxton’s  battery,  two  3-iuch  rifle,  steel. 

In  Captain  Bachman’s  battery,  two  12-pouuders. 

In  Capt.  W.  J.  Pegram’s  battery,  one  Napoleon  gun. 

In  Capt.  E.  S.  Andrews’  battery,  two  Napoleon  guns. 

Total  number,  7. 

The  guns  exchanged  by  Captain  Bachman  were  transferred  by  him 
to  General  Wade  Hampton.  Those  of  the  other  batteries  Avere  turned 
over  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton. 

There  were  no  guns  or  caissons  captured  from  any  of  the  batteries 
of  this  division  by  the  enemy  or  lost  in  any  other  way. 

I am,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  AECHEE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Division  Ordnance  Officer. 

Maj.  E.  P.  Alexander, 

Chief  Ordnance  Department,  Northern  Virginia. 


No.  206. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Beverly  Bandolph,  C.  8.  Army,  Ordnance  Officer  First 
Division,  First  Corps,  of  captured  ordnanee. 

Headquarters  Eirst  Division,  First  Corps, 

July  18,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  circular  from  Major-General  Jackson,  of  the 
13th  instant,  relative  to  number  and  caliber  of  pieces  of  artillery  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  or  lost  by  this  division  in  our  recent  engagements, 
I have  the  honor  to  make  the  folio Aving  report : 

General  J.  B.*Hood,  commanding  Texas  brigade,  reports  haAung  cap- 
tured on  the  27th  ultimo  fifteen  pieces,  caliber  not  knoAvn,  all  of  which 
Avere  taken  to  the  rear  on  the  following  day. 

Col.  E.  M.  Law,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  reports  the  capture  of 
twelve  pieces;  one  3-inch  rifled  gun  turned  over  to  Capt.  James  Eeilly^ 
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commanding  Light  Battery  D,  i^'ortli  Carolina  State  troops ; eleven  other 
pieces,  consisting  of  three  3-inch  rifled  and  eight  brass  6 and  12-pounder 
howitzers  and  field  guns.  These  last  were  captured  by  portions  of 
this  and  other  brigades  and  left  on  the  field.  Capt.  James  Keilly, 
commanding  Light  Battery  D,  North  Carolina  State  troops,  reports 
that  he  lost  neither  piece  nor  caisson ; but  that  he  left  one  3-inch  rifled 
gun  on  the  field,  replacing  it  with  one  of  the  same  caliber  captured 
from  the  enemy. 

Lieutenant  Garber,  commanding  Stauntoii  Light  Artillery,  lost 
neither  piece  nor  caisson,  nor  has  he  in  his  battery  any  gun  captured 
from  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEVERLY  RANDOLPH, 

Major  and  Division  Ordnance  Officer. 

Chief  of  Ordnance, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


No.  207. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  B.  Stuart.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry 
Brigade,  of  operations  June  26- July  10. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  14,  1862. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  from  June  26  to  July  10,  embracing  the  series  of  bat- 
tles with  the  Federal  forces  before  Richmond : 

The  part  assigned  to  my  command  is  set  forth  in  General  Orders, 
No.  75  (confidential),  of  June  26,  and  I beg  leave  to  congratulate 
the  commanding  general  upon  the  signal  fulfillment  by  our  army  of 
what  was  planned  in  that  order  of  battle,  so  much  so  that  the  order 
itself  affords  a very  correct  history  of  the  battle. 

My  command  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo  consisted  of  First 
Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  Fitzhugh  Lee ; Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  T. 
F.  Goode;  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Captain  Chamberlayne ; Fifth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  Col.  T.  L.  Rosser;  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Col.  W.  H. 
F.  Lee;  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalrj",  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis;  Cobb  Legion 
Cavalry,  Col.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb ; Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Martin ; 
Stuart  Horse  Artillery,  Capt.  John  Pelham;  a squadron  of  Hampton 
Legion  Cavalry,  Captain  Scrivener  (attached  to  Fifth  Virginia) ; three 
companies  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  [James  B.]  Gordon. 

The  Third  Virginia  Cavalry  was  directed  to  observe  the  Charles  City 
road ; the  Fifth  Virginia  and  detachment  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry 
to  watch  the  enemy’s  movements  toward  James  River,  and  notify  the 
commander  nearest  at  hand  of  any  attemjit  of  the  enemy  to  move  across 
from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the  James,  and  to  harass  and  delay  him 
en  route  till  our  forces  could  fall  upon  him. 

The  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry  was  placed  in  reserve  on  the  Nine-mile 
road. 

With  the  remainder  of  my  command,  including  the  Horse  Artillery, 
I marched  late  on  the  25th,  without  baggage,  equipped  in  light  march- 
ing order  and  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks,  and  crossing  Jackson’s 
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line  of  march  after  he  had  encamped,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  his  progress, 
placed  myself  on  his  left  flank,  near  Ashland. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here  that  the  commanding  general  had,  on  the 
occasion  of  my  late  expedition  to  the  Pamunkey,  imparted  to  me  his 
design  of  bringing  Jackson  down  ui)Ou  the  enemy’s  right  flank  and 
rear,  and  directed  that  I should  examine  the  country  with  reference  to 
its  practicability  for  such  a move.  I therefore  had  studied  the  features 
of  the  country  very  thoroughly,  and  knew  exactly  how  to  conform  my 
movements  to  Jackson’s  route.  As  that  part  of  my  former  mission 
was  confidential  I made  no  mention  of  it  in  my  former  report,  but  it 
is  not,  I presume,  out  of  place  to  remark  here  that  the  information 
obtained  then  and  reported  to  him  verbally  convinced  the  commanding 
general  that  the  enemy  had  no  defensive  works  with  reference  to  attack 
from  that  direction,  the  right  bank  of  the  Totopotomoy  being  unoccupied ; 
that  his  forces  were  not  disposed  so  as  successfully  to  meet  such  an  attack, 
and  that  the  natural  features  of  the  country  were  favorable  to  such  a 
descent. 

General  Jackson  was  placed  in  possession  of  all  these  facts.  Having 
bivouacked  near  Ashland  for  the  night,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th — the 
Jeft.  Davis  Legion  and  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry  having  joined  me  here 
from  an  advanced  position  of  observation  on  South  Anna,  which  eflect- 
ually  screened  Jackson’s  movements  from  the  enemy — my  command 
swept  down  upon  Jackson’s  left.  Extending  its  observations  as  far  as 
the  Pamunkey  Eiver  road,  passing  Taliaferro’s  Mill,  where  the  enemy 
had  a strong  picket,  which  fled  at  our  api^roach,  I reached  General 
Jackson’s  line  of  march  at  the  cross-roads  at  Dr.  Shelton’s  in  advance 
of  his  column.  From  Taliaferro’s  Mill  to  this  point  there  was  constant 
skirmishing  between  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  my  advance  guard.  Col- 
onel Lee’s  (Company  D,  sharpshooters)  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  display- 
ing the  same  courage  and  address  which  has  already  distinguished  it 
on  many  occasions,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy  without 
suffering  any  loss. 

At  Dr.  Shelton’s  I awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson,  sending 
a squadron  in  advance  (Captain  Irving,  First  Virginia  Cavalry)  to  seize 
and  hold  the  bridge  at  the  Totopotomoy.  The  enemy,  anticipating 
us,  had  torn  up  the  bridge  and  held  the  opposite  bank  and  obstructed 
the  road,  without,  however,  making  any  determined  stand.  Capt.  W. 
W.  Blackford,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assigned  to  duty  with  my  command, 
set  about  repairing  the  bridge,  and  in  half  an  hour,  with  the  details 
furnished  him,  the  bridge  was  ready. 

Passing  Pole  Green  Church,  General  Jackson’s  march  led  directly 
toward  the  crossing  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  opposite  Eichardson’s. 
Eeaching  that  point,  he  bivouacked  for  the  night  and  I disposed  my 
command  on  both  his  flanks  and  rear,  with  five  squadrons  on  picket, 
looking  well  toward  Cold  Harbor  and  Old  Church.  About  sundown 
the  enemy  made  his  appearance  near  Jackson’s  flank,  on  the  Old  Church 
road,  but  a few  rounds  of  shell  put  him  to  flight,  and  my  pickets  on 
that  road  were  not  disturbed  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning.  General  Jackson  moving  directly  across  Beaver 
Dam,  I took  a circuitous  route  to  turn  that  stream,  turning  down,  first, 
the  Old  Church  road,  both  aiming  for  Old  Cold  Harbor,  and  directing 
my  march  so  as  to  cover  his  left  flank,  he  having  formed  at  Beaver 
Dam  a junction  with  the  divisions  which  marched  by  way  of  Mechan- 
icsville. 

All  day  we  were  skirmishing  with,  killing  and  capturing,  small  de- 
tachments of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  mostly  the  Lancers,  Colonel  Eush. 
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Passing  Bethesda  Ohurcli,  I sent  the  Blakely  gun,  of  the  Horse  Artil- 
lery, and  a iioition  of  my  command,  under  Colonel  Martin,  off  to  the 
left  to  see  if  any  force  was  about  Old  Church.  Colonel  Martin  found 
nothing  but  some  flying  cavalry,  and  I continued  my  march  by  way  of 
Beulah  Church,  taking  several  prisoners  en  route  to  Cold  Harbor,  where 
I found  General  Jackson.  He  directed  me  to  take  position  on  his  left  in 
reserve.  I kept  a squadron  in  observation  down  the  Old  Church  road, 
on  the  Dispatch  road,  and  made  dispositions  for  action  whenever  op- 
portunity might  offer.  Owing,  however,  to  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
the  position  of  the  enemy  in  a wood,  and  the  steadiness  of  our  own 
troops,  the  cavalry  proper  had  no  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
though  subject  to  the  severe  ordeal  of  a raking  artillery  fire  from  guns 
beyond  its  reach.  Vedettes  placed  on  our  left  kept  me  advised  of  the 
enemy’s  operations,  and  about  5 or  6 p.  m.  a movement  of  artillery  was 
observed  and  reported  on  the  road  from  Grapevine  Bridge.  The  only 
artillery  under  my  command  being  Pelham’s  Stuart  Horse  Artillery, 
the  12-pounder  Blakely  and  Napoleon  were  ordered  forward  to  meet 
this  bold  effort  to  damage  our  left  flank.  The  Blakely  was  disabled  at 
the  first  fire,  the  enemy  opening  simultaneously  eight  pieces,  proving 
afterward  to  be  Weed’s  and  Tidball’s  batteries.  Then  ensued  one  of 
the  most  gallant  and  heroic  feats  of  the  war.  The  Napoleon  gun,  sol- 
itary’ and  alone,  received  the  fire  of  those  batteries,  concealed  in  the 
pines  on  a ridge  commanding  its  ground,  yet  not  a man  quailed,  and 
the  noble  captain  directing  the  fire  himself  with  a coolness  and  intre- 
pidity only  equaled  by  his  previous  brilliant  career.  The  enemy’s  fire 
sensibly  slackened  under  the  determined  fire  of  this  Napoleon,  which 
clung  to  its  ground  with  unflinching  tenacity^  I had  an  opportunity 
of  calling  General  Jackson’s  attention  to  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  piece,  and  later  he,  by  his  personal  efforts,  re-en- 
forced it  with  several  b,atteries  of  rifle  pieces,  which,  firing,  advanced 
en  Melon  about  dark  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  last  foothold  on  the 
right. 

I received  information  that  General  D.  H.  Hill  was  pursuing  the 
enemy  down  that  road  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Expecting  a gen- 
eral rout,  I immediately"  joined  my  cavalry  and  dashed  down  the  road 
leading  by  Dr.  Tyler’s  to  its  intersection  with  the  White  House  road, 
about  3 miles.  It  was  quite  dark,  but  no  evidence  of  retreat  or 
other  movement  could  be  detected  on  that  road,  so,  leaving  a squadron 
for  observation  at  that  point,  I returned  to  Cold  Harbor  with  the  main 
body  late  at  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  that  squadron  was  so  burdened  with  prisoners, 
mostly  of  the  liegular  Army — among  others  Maj.  Delozier  Davidson, 
commanding  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry — that  I liad  to  re-enforce  it. 

Being  sent  for  by^  the  general  commanding  at  his  headquarters,  at 
New  Cold  Harbor,  I galloped  up,  leaving  my  command  prepared  for 
instant  service.  1 received  from  the  commanding  general  instructions 
to  strike  for  the  York  Eiver  Kailroad  at  the  nearest  point,  so  as  to  cut 
the  enemy’s  line  of  communication  with  the  York  and  intercept  his 
retreat.  General  Ewell’s  division  (infantry)  was  put  in  motion  for  the 
same  object,  and  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  Ninth,  with  his  regiment,  preceded 
him  as  advance  guard,  finding  en  route  two  fine  rifle  pie  ces  of  artillery 
abandoned  by  the  enemy.  With  the  main  body  of  cavalry  I pursued 
a iiarallel  route,  and  arriving  near  Dispatch,  passed  the  head  of  General 
Ewell’s  column,  and  pushing  a squadron  of  Cobb  Legion  Cavalry  rap- 
idly forward,  surprised  and  routed  a squadron  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
they  leaving  in  their  hurried  departure  the  ground  strewn  with  car- 
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bines  and  pistols.  They  fled  in  the  direction  of  Bottom’s  Bridge.  I 
directed  the  immediate  tearing  up  of  the  track  and  cutting  the  wire, 
which  was  done  in  a very  few  minutes,  and  the  result  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Ewell  and  to  the  commanding  general.  General  Ewell  decided  to 
await  farther  orders  at  Dispatch.  1 determined  to  push  boldly  down 
the  White  House  road,  resolved  to  find  what  force  was  in  that  direc- 
tion and,  if  possible,  rout  it.  A train  of  forage  wagons  with  a few  cav- 
alry as  escort  was  captured  before  proceeding  far,  and  farther  down 
several  sutler’s  establishments.  The  prominent  points  on  the  roads 
were  i)icketed  by  cavalry,  all  of  which  fled  at  our  approach,  and  long 
before  the  column  of  cavalry  had  reached  half-way  to  the  White  House 
the  fleeing  pickets  had  heralded  the  apj)roach  of  what  no  doubt  appeared 
to  their  affrighted  minds  to  be  the  whole  Army  of  the  Valley,  and  from 
the  valley  of  the  Pamunkey  a dense  cloud  of  smoke  revealed  the  fact 
of  the  flight  and  destruction  in  the  path  of  a stampeded  foe. 

All  accounts  agreed  that  Generals  Stoneman  and  Emory,  with  a large 
command  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  the  White  House,  where  Casey  was  said  to  be  in  command.  I found 
no  resistance  till  I reached  Tunstall’s  Station  ; here  I found  a vacated 
field  work  and  captured  a cavalry  flag  near  it.  This  work,  as  well  as 
the  evidences  of  recent  encampments  along  the  line  of  railroad,  showed 
that  one  of  the  great  results  anticipated  from  my  late  expedition — the 
detaching  a large  force  to  protect  the  enemy’s  line  of  communication — 
had  been  accomplished. 

At  the  crossing  of  Black  Creek  near  this  i)lace  the  enemy  had  a 
squadron  drawn  up  on  the  farther  bank  in  line  of  battle  and  what 
appeared  to  be  artillery  on  a commanding  height  beyond.  He  had 
destroyed  the  bridge  over  this  difficult  stream,  whose  abrupt  banks  and 
miry  bed  presented  a serious  obstacle  to  our  progress.  The  artillery 
was  ordered  up  to  the  front  and  a few  well-directed  rounds  of  shell 
dispersed  the  squadron,  as  well  as  disclosed  in  a scrambling  race  an 
adroitly-formed  ambuscade  of  dismounted  men  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  and  produced  no  repl}^  from  what  was  supposed  to  be  artillery. 
A small  party  of  dismounted  men  under  the  daring  Captain  Earley 
soon  gained  the  farther  bank  and  scoured  the  woods  beyond,  while 
the  ever-ready  and  indefatigable  Blackford  set  to  work  to  repair  the 
crossing.  It  was  dark,  however,  before  it  could  be  finished,  and  we 
slept  on  our  arms  till  morning,  finding  ample  corn  for  our  jaded  horses 
at  Tunstall’s  Station. 

The  conflagration  raged  fearfully  at  the  White  House  during  the 
entire  night,  while  exx)losions  of  shells  rent  the  air.  I was  informed 
that  5,000  men  held  the  place.  Early  next  morning  I moved  cau- 
tiously down,  catching  the  scattered  fugitives  of  the  day  before  as  we 
advanced,  till,  coming  in  plain  view  of  the  White  House  at  a distance 
of  a quarter  of  a mile,  a large  gunboat  was  discovered  lying  at  the 
landing. 

I took  the  precaution  to  leave  the  main  body  about  2 miles  behind, 
and  i^roceeded  to  this  point  with  a small  party  and  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery. Col.  W.  H.  E.  Lee,  the  proprietor  of  this  once  beautiful  estate, 
now  in  ashes  and  desolation,  described  the  ground  and  pointed  out  all  the 
localities  to  me,  so  that  I was  convinced  that  a few  bold  sharpshooters 
could  compel  the  gunboat  to  leave.  I accordingly  ordered  down  about 
75,  partly  of  Eirst  Virginia  Cavalry  (Litchfield's  Comi)any  D),  and 
partly  Jeff.  Davis  Legion  and  Eourth  Virginia  Cavalry.  They  were 
deployed  in  x^airs,  with  intervals  of  40  paces,  and  were  armed  with  rifle 
carbines.  They  advanced  boldly  on  this  monster,  so  terrible  to  our 
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fancy,  and  a body  of  sharpshooters  were  sent  ashore  from  the  boat  to 
meet  them.  Quite  a determined  engagement  of  skirmishers  ensued, 
but  oiir  gallant  men  never  faltered  in  their  determination  to  expose 
this  Yankee  buggaboo  called  gunboat.  To  save  time,  however,  I 
ordered  up  the  howitzer,  a few  shells  from  which,  tired  with  great  ac- 
curacy and  bursting  directly  over  her  decks,  caused  an  instantaneous 
withdrawal  of  sharpshooters  and  precipitate  flight  under  full  headway 
of  steam  down  the  river.  The  howitzer  gave  chase  at  a gallop,  the 
more  to  cause  the  apprehension  of  being  cut  oft'  below  than  of  really 
effecting  anything.  The  gunboat  never  returned. 

The  command  was  now  entirely  out  of  rations  and  the  horses  with- 
out forage,  and  1 had  relied  on  the  enemy  at  the  White  House  to 
supply  me  with  these  essentials  I was  not  disappointed,  in  spite  of 
their  efforts  to  destroy  everything.  Provisions  and  delicacies  of  every 
description  lay  in  heaps,  and  the  men  regaled  themselves  on  the  fruits 
of  the  tropics  as  well  as  the  substantials  of  the  land.  Large  quantities 
of  forage  were  left  also. 

An  opportunity  was  here  offered  for  observing  the  deceitfulness  of 
the  enemy’s  pretended  reverence  for  everything  associated  with  the 
name  of  Washington,  for  the  dwelling-house  was  burned  to  the  ground, 
and  not  a vestige  left  except  what  told  of  desolation  and  vandalism. 
Mne  large  barges  loaded  with  stores  were  on  fire  as  we  approached ; 
iunnense  numbers  of  tents,  wagons,  cars  in  long  trains  loaded  and  five 
locomotives,  a number  of  forges,  quantities  of  every  species  of  quarter- 
master’s stores  and  property,  making  a total  of  many  millions  of  dol- 
lars— all  more  or  less  destroyed. 

During  the  morning  I received  a note  from  the  commanding  general 
directing  me  to  watch  closely  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  my  direc- 
tion, and  to  communicate  what  my  imiiressions  were  in  regard  to  his 
designs.  I replied  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a retreat  of  the 
main  body  from  the  position  before  Kichmond  down  the  Williamsburg 
roads,  and  that  I had  no  doubt  the  enemy  since  his  defeat  was  endeav- 
oring to  reach  the  James  as  a new  base,  being  compelled  to  surrender 
his  connection  with  the  York.  If  the  Federal  iieople  can  be  convinced 
that  this  was  a i)art  of . McClellan’s  plan,  that  it  was  in  his  original 
design  for  Jackson  to  turn  his  right  flank  and  our  generals  to  force 
him  from  his  strongholds,  they  certainly  can  never  forgive  him  for  the 
millions  of  public  treasure  that  his  superb  strategy  cost  the  nation. 
He  had  no  alternative  left,  and,  possessed  with  the  information  that 
his  retreat  was  not  progressing  toward  the  York,  the  commanding 
general  knew  as  well  as  McClellan  himself  that  he  must  seek  the  only 
outlet  left. 

It  took  the  remainder  of  Sunday  to  ration  my  command  and  com- 
plete the  destruction  of  some  property  I was  apprehensive  the  enemj^ 
might  return  and  remove,  but  I sent  that  day  a regiment  (First  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  Col.  Fitz.  Lee)  across  to  observe  the  enemy’s  mov^ements 
from  Bottom’s  Bridge  to  Forge  Bridges. 

On  Monday  I moved  my  whole  command  in  the  same  direction, 
except  one  squadron  (Cobb  Legion),  which  was  left  at  the  White  House. 
Colonel  Lee,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  stationed  near  Long  Bridge, 
and  the  remainder  near  Forge  Bridge.  The  former  reported  the 
enemy’s  pickets  visible  on  the  other  side,  and  at  the  latter  place  I 
observed  a force  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Napoleon 
was  left  with  Colonel  Lee,  but  it  was  disabled  at  the  first  shot,  the  trail 
breaking.  The  Blakely  being  disabled  at  Cold  Harbor  left  me  with  only 
12-pounder  howitzers  (one  section  being  i)resent).  Captain  Pelham 
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engaged  the  enemy  across  the  Cliickahominy  with  these^  and  after 
a spirited  duel  against  one  rifle  piece  and  one  howitzer  the  enemy 
was  driven  from  his  iiosition  with  the  loss  of  2 men  and  2 horses 
killed,  we  escaping  unhurt.  The  infantry  abandoned  their  knapsacks 
in  their  hurry  to  depart.  I tried  in  vain  to  ascertain  by  scouts  the 
enemy^s  force  beyond,  and  it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we  bivouacked 
again. 

During  the  entire  day  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  First,  as  also  the  main  body, 
captured  many  prisoners,  but  none  seemed  to  know  anything  of  the 
operations  of  the  army.  One  was  a topographical  engineer. 

At  3.30  a.  m.  next  morning  I received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Chil- 
ton, the  hour  of  his  writing  l3eing  omitted,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
been  headed  off  at  the  intersection  of  the  Long  Bridge  and  Charles  City 
roads  and  that  his  destination  seemed  for  the  present  fixed,  and  ex- 
pressing the  commanding  generaPs  desire  for  me  to  cross  the  Chicka- 
hominy  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  on  that  side,  suggesting  Grape- 
vine Bridge  as  the  most  suitable  point.  I asked  the  courier  when  it 
was  written.  He  replied  at  9 p.  m.,  which  point  of  time  was  after  the 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  had  ceased, 
and  I believe,  therefore,  that  the  status  of  the  enemy  referred  to  was 
subsequent  to  the  heavy  firing.  1 therefore  started  at  once  for  Bottom’s 
Bridge,  11  miles  distant,  pushing  on  rapidly  myself.  Arriving  at  Bot- 
tom’s Bridge  I found  our  troops  had  passed  down.  Galloping  on  to 
White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  I found  many  on  the  march,  and  saw  at 
once  that  from  the  lack  of  firing  in  front  and  the  rapid  rate  of  march 
the  only  way  I could  co-operate  with  the  main  body  was  by  retracing 
my  steps  (fortunately  the  head  of  my  column  had  not  passed  Bottom’s 
Bridge)  and  crossing  at  the  Forge  Bridge  to  come  up  again  on  Jackson’s 
left.  I wrote  a note  to  General  Jackson  to  apprise  him  of  this  intention 
and  hurried  back  to  carry  it  out. 

I found  upon  reaching  Forge  Bridge  a party  of  Munford’s  Second 
Virginia  Cavalry,  who  informed  me  of  the  route  taken  by  Jackson’s 
column,  and  pushed  on  to  join  him,  fording  the  river. 

Passing  Nance’s  shop  about  sundown,  it  was  dark  before  we  reached 
Eock’s  house,  near  which  we  stampeded  the  enemy’s  picket  without 
giving  it  time  to  destroy  a bridge  further  than  to  pull  off  the  planks. 
I aimed  for  Haxall’s  Landing,  but  soon  after  leaving  Eock’s  encoun- 
tered picket  fires,  and  a little  way  beyond  saw  the  light  of  a cousider- 
ble  encampment.  There  was  no  other  recourse  left  but  to  halt  for 
the  night,  after  a day’s  march  of  42  miles. 

As  it  was  very  dark  very  little  could  be  seen  of  the  country  around, 
but  I had  previously  detached  Captain  Blackford  to  notify  General 
Jackson  of  my  x>osition  and  find  where  he  was.  He  returned  during 
the  night,  having  found  oar  troops,  but  could  not  locate  General  Jack- 
son’s line.  I ascertained  also  that  a battle  had  been  raging  for  some 
time  and  ceased  about  an  hour  after  I reached  this  x)oint.  My  arrival 
could  not  have  been  more  fortunately  timed,  for,  arriving  after  dark,  its 
l)onderous  march,  with  the  rolling  artillery,  must  have  impressed  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  watching  the  apx)roaches  to  their  rear,  with  the  idea 
of  an  immense  army  about  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  contributed  to 
cause  that  sudden  collax)se  and  stampede  that  soon  after  occurred,  leav- 
ing us  ill  possession  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  the  enemy  might  have  held 
next  day  much  to  our  detriment. 

It  is  a remarkable  fact  worthy  of  the  commanding  general’s  notice 
that  in  taking  the  position  I did  in  rear  of  Turkey  Creek  I acted  en- 
tirely from  my  own  judgment,  but  was  much  gratified  the  next  day  on 
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receiving  liis  note  to.tind  that  his  orders  were  to  the  same  effect,  though 
failing  to  reach  me  till  next  morning,  after  its  execution. 

Early  next  morning  I received  orders  from  General  Jackson,  unless 
you  had  otherwise  directed,  to  take  position  near  his  left.  Not  yet 
apprised  of  the  enemy’s  move  in  the  night  I proceeded  to  execute  this 
order,  and  having  halted  the  column  near  Gatewood’s,  where  Colonels 
Eosser,  Baker,  and  Goode,  with  their  respective  regiments  joined  my 
command,  I went  forward  to  reconnoiter.  Meeting  with  General  Jack- 
son,  we  rode  together  to  Dr.  Poindexter’s,  where  we  met  Major  Meade 
and  Lieut.  Samuel E.  Johnston,  of  the  Engineers,  who  had  just  made,  in 
the  drenching  rain,  a personal  examination  of  the  enemy’s  position  and 
found  it  abandoned. 

I galloped  back  to  my  command  and  put  it  in  motion  for  Haxall’s, 
hoping  there  to  intercept  the  enemy’s  column.  The  Jeff.  Davis  Legion 
preceded  and  soon  reached  the  river  road  in  rear  of  Turkey  Creek,  cap- 
turing scores  of  the  discomfited  and  demoralized  foe  at  every  turn — 
wagons,  tents,  arms,  and  k napsacks  abandoned,  and  the  general  drift 
of  accounts  given  by  the  prisoners  spoke  eloquently  of  the  slaughter 
and  rout  that  will  make  Malvern  Hill  memorable  in  history. 

Colonel  Martin  dashed  off  with  a few  men  toward  Haxall’s,  and  in 
plain  view  of  the  monitor  captured  one  of  her  crew  on  shore  and  marched 
back  several  other  prisoners  j the  very  boldness  of  the  move  appar- 
ently transfixing  the  enemy’s  guns. 

Aiipreciating  the  importance  of  knowing  the  enemy’s  position  with 
reference  to  Shirley  I endeavored  to  gain  the  fork  of  roads  near  that 
point,  but  it  was  strongly  defended  by  two  regiments  of  infantry — a 
prisoner  captured  near  by  said  Sickles’  brigade.  The  indications  were 
iJain,  however,  that  the  enemy  had  gone  below  that  point. 

The  day  was  consumed  in  collecting  prisoners  and  arms  back  toward 
Malvern  Hill,  the  road  from  which  was  thoroughly  blockaded,  and  in 
harassing  the  enemy’s  rear,  which,  in  spite  of  his  good  position,  was 
very  effectuallj^  done  by  Colonel  Martin  with  one  of  Pelham’s  howit- 
zers, causing  marked  havoc  and  confusion  in  his  ranks.  I also  recon- 
noitered  in  the  direction  of  Charles  City  Court-House,  with  the  view  to 
fall  on  his  flanks  if  still  in  motion.  The  result  of  the  last  was  to  the 
eflect  that  at  10  a.  m.  no  part  of  his  forces  had  reached  Charles  City 
Court-House.  I therefore  sent  down  that  night  a howitzer  toward  West- 
over,  under  Captain  Pelham,  supported  by  Irving’s  squadron  First 
Virginia  Cavalry,  with  orders  to  reach  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
river  road  below,  so  as  to  shell  it  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  retreat  that 
night. 

A squadron  (Cobb  Legion)  was  left  near  Shirley  and  the  main  body 
bivouacked  contiguous  to  oat  fields,  of  necessity  our  sole  dependence 
for  forage  since  leaving  the  White  House,  but  the  regiments  were  warned 
that  the  pursuit  might  be  resumed  at  any  moment  during  the  night 
should  Captain  Pelham’s  reconnaissance  apprise  us  of  a continuance  of 
the  retreat. 

During  the  night  Captain  Pelham  wrote  to  me  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  position  between  Shirley  and  Westover,  nearer  the  latter,  and 
described  the  locality,  the  nature  of  Herring  Creek,  on  the  enemy’s 
right,  and  indicated  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  taking  possession 
with  artillery  of  Evelington  Heights — a plateau  commanding  com- 
pletely the  enemy’s  encampment.  I forwarded  his  report  to  the  com- 
manding general  through  General  Jackson,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  ground  with  my  command,  except  one  regiment  (the  Ninth  Virginia 
Cavalry,  Col.  W.  H.  F.  Lee),  which  Avas  ordered  down  the  road  by 
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NaDce’s  sliop,  and  thence  across  toward  Charles  City  Court-House,  so 
as  to  extend  my  left  and  keep  a lookout  toward  Forge  Bridge,  by 
which  route  I was  liable  to  be  attacked  in  flank  and  rear  by  Stone- 
man,  should  he  endeavor  to  form  a junction  by  land  witli  McClellan. 
I found  Evelington  Heights  easily  gained.  A squadron  in  possession 
vacated  without  much  hesitation,  retreating  up  the  road,  the  only  route 
by  which  it  could  reach  Westover,  owing  to  the  impassability  of  Her- 
ring Creek  below  Roland^s  Mill. 

Colonel  Martin  was  sent  around  farther  to  the  left  and  the  howitzer 
brought  into  action  in  the  river  road  to  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  camp 
below.  Judging  from  the  great  commotion  and  excitement  caused 
below  it  must  have  had  considerable  effect. 

We  soon  had  prisoners  from  various  corps  and  divisions,  and  from 
their  statements,  as  well  as  those  of  citizens,  I learned  that  the  enemy’s 
main  body  was  there,  but  much  reduced  and  demoralized.  1 kept  the 
commanding  general  apprised  of  my  movements,  and  I soon  learned 
from  him  that  Longstreet  and  Jackson  were  en  route  to  my  support.  I 
held  the  ground  from  about  9 a.  m.  till  2 p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  had 
contrived  to  get  one  battery  into  position  on  this  side  the  creek.  The 
fire  was,  however,  kept  up  until  a body  of  infantry  was  found  approach- 
ing by  our  right  flank.  I had  no  apprehension,  however,  as  I felt  sure 
Longstreet  was  near  by,  and  although  Pelham  reported  but  two  rounds 
of  ammunition  left,  I held  out,  knowing  how  imi^ortant  it  was  to  hold 
the  ground  till  Longstreet  arrived. 

The  enemy’s  infantry  advanced  and  the  battery  kept  up  its  fire.  I 
just  then  learned  that  Longstreet  had  taken  the  wrong  road  and  was  then 
at  Nance’s  shop,  6 or  7 miles  off.  Pelham  fired  his  last  round,  and  the 
sharpshooters,  strongly  posted  in  the  skirt  of  woods  bordering  the  pla- 
teau, exhausted  every  cartridge,  but  had  at  last  to  retire ; not,  however, 
without  teaching  many  a foeman  the  bitter  lesson  of  death. 

My  command  had  been  so  cut  oft'  from  sources  of  sup])ly  and  so  con- 
stantly engaged  with  the  enemy  that  the  abundant  supply  which  it  be- 
gan with  on  June  20  was  entirely  exhausted.  I kept  pickets  at  Brad- 
ley’s store  that  night,  and  remained  with  my  command  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek,  near  Phillips’  farm.  General  Longstreet  came  up  late 
in  the  evening ; he  had  been  led  by  his  guide  out  of  his  proper  route. 

The  next  day,  July  4,  General  Jackson’s  command  drove  in  the 
enemy’s  advanced  pickets.  I pointed  out  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
now  occupying,  apparently  in  force,  the  plateau  from  w^hich  I shelled 
their  camp  the  day  before,  and  showed  him  the  routes  by  which  the 
plateau  could  be  reached  to  the  left,  and  submitted  my  plan  for  dis- 
possessing the  enemy  and  attacking  his  camp.  This  was  subsequently 
laid  before  the  commanding  general.  The  enemy’s  position  had  been 
well  reconnoitered  by  Blackford,  of  the  Engineers,  the  day  before  from  a 
close  view,  and  farther  on  this  day  (July  4),  demonstrating  that  his 
position  was  strong,  difficult  to  reach  except  with  rifle  cannon,  and 
completely  flanked  by  gunboats ; all  which  were  powerful  arguments, 
and  no  doubt  had  their  due  weight  with  the  commanding  general 
against  renewing  an  attack  thus  far  of  unbroken  successes  against  a 
stronghold  where  the  enemy  had  been  re-enforced  beyond  a doubt. 
The  operations  of  my  own  command  extended  farther  to  the  left,  ex- 
cerff  one  regiment  (Cobb  Legion  Cavalry)  which  was  directed  to  follow 
up  the  enemy’s  rear  on  the  river  road,  and  First  North  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, which  remained  in  reserve  near  Phillips’  farm. 

Tlie  remainder  of  eJuly  4 and  5 were  spent  in  reconnoitering  and 
watching  the  river. 
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On  the  afternoou  ef  the  5th  Col.  S.  D.  Lee,  of  the  artillery,  reported 
to  me  with  a battery  of  rifle  guns.  Squires’  Washington  Artillery,  to 
which  I added  Pelham’s  Blakely,  which  had  just  returned  from  Kich- 
mond,  for  attacking  transports  on  the  river  below  the  Federal  forces. 
The  point  selected  was  Wilcox’s  Landing,  which  was  reached  after 
dark.  The  only  transport  which  passed  during  the  night  was  fired  into 
Avith  evident  damage,  but  she  kept  on. 

On  the  Oth  the  battery  Avas  augmented  by  two  rifle  i)ieces  of  Kogers’ 
battery,  and  proceeded  to  Wayne  Oaks,  loAver  down  the  river. 

During  that  night  and  next  day  (7th)  the  batteries  commanded  the 
riA^er,  seriously  damaging  several  transports  and  compelling  the  crews 
from  two  to  take  to  their  small  boats  for  the  opposite  shore,  leaving  one 
boat  sinking.  The  batteries  were  subject  to  incessant  firing  from  the 
gunboats,  which  iiiAmriably  convoyed  the  transports,  but  Colonel  Lee, 
Avhose  report  is  very,  interesting,  says  no  damage  was  done  to  the  bat- 
teries, demonstrating,  as  was  done  at  the  White  House,  that  gunboats 
are  not  so  dangerous  as  is  generally  supposed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  batteries  returned  to  their  camps, 
the  men  being  much  exhausted  from  loss  of  rest  and  continuous  exer- 
tion. 

During  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  the  enemy  persistently  annoyed  our 
pickets  on  the  river  road  below  WestoA^er,  and  with  all  arms  of  service 
tried  to  compel  us  to  retire  from  that  position.  Colonel  Eosser,  com- 
manding Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  present  in  charge  of  the  post,  and 
iu spired  his  men  with  such  determined  resistance — arranging  them  so 
as  to  resist  to  best  advantage — that  the  enemy  failed  in  the  eftbrt  within 
three-quarters  of  a mile  of  his  main  body  and  in  his  rear. 

At  sundown  on  the  8th,  it  being  decided  to  withdraw  our  forces  from 
before  the  enemy’s  position,  the  cavalry  covered  the  withdrawal  of  the 
infantry,  and  preA^ented  the  enemy  haAing  any  knowledge  of  the  move- 
ment. 

At  daylight  on  the  9th  the  caA^alry  proceeded  aboA^e  Turkey  Island 
Creek  with  the  view  to  establish  a line  of  cavalry  outposts  from  the 
vicinity  of  Shirley  across  by  Kance’s  shop  to  the  Chickahominy. 

On  the  10th  a i)ortion  of  the  cavalry  was  left  on  this  duty,  and  the 
remainder,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  marched  to  a re- 
serA^e  camp. 

I regret  that  the  a^ ery  extended  field  of  operations  of  the  caAmlry  has 
made  this  report  necessarily  long.  During  the  Avhole  period  it  will 
be  observed  that  my  command  was  in  contact  Avith  the  enemy.  Ko 
opportunity  occurred,  however,  for  an  overwhelming  charge  j a circum- 
stance resulting  first  from  the  nature  of  the  positions  successively 
taken  by  the  enemy  in  Avoods  or  behind  SAvamps  and  ditches,  he  taking 
care  to  change  position  under  cover  of  night,  the  distance  being  so 
short — only  fifteen  miles — as  to  be  marched  in  one  night.  Added  to 
this  Avas  tlie  uncertainty  of  whether  the  enemy  would  attemi)t  the 
passage  of  the  Chickahominy  where  I awaited  him,  or  under  coA^er  of 
a demonstration  toAvard  Chaffin’s  Bluff  he  would  gain  the  James.  The 
country  being  obscurely  Avooded  and  swampy  his  facilities  for  effecting 
the  latter  were  great. 

The  portion  of  the  cavalry  operating  under  my  instructions  on  the 
Eichinond  side  of  the  Chickahominy  Avas  under  the  command  at  first 
of  (Jolonel  Rosser,  and  afterAvard  of  Col.  LaAvrence  S.  Baker,  First 
North  Carolina  CaA^alry.  The  latter  made  a gallant  charge  on  the  30th 
ultimo  at  Willis’  Church  with  his  and  a i)ortion  of  Colonel  Goode’s 
command,  but  Avere  rei)ulsed  Avith  some  loss.  Their  rei)orts,  inclosed, 
will  give  particulars  of  their  operations. 
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Major  Oriimpler  was  mortally  wounded  and  Captain  Euffin  taken 
prisoner.  For  other  casualties  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  Colonel 
Baker’s  report. 

During  the  series  of  engagements  in  which  the  portion  of  the  brigade 
with  me  participated  very  few  casualties  occurred,  notwithstanding 
frequent  exposure  to  the  enemy’s  fire. 

During  the  whole  period  the  officers  and  men  exhibited  that  devo- 
tion to  duty,  thorough  discipline,  and  efficiency  which  characterize 
regular  troops,  and  claim  at  my  hands  the  highest  measure  of  praise 
and  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Cols.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  Fitz.  Lee,  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  T. 
Martin,  under  my  immediate  command,  were  frequently  intrusted  with 
distinct  isolated  commands,  and  displayed  that  zeal  and  ability  which 
entitle  them  to  favorable  notice  and  give  evidence  of  capacity  for 
higher  trusts.  Capt.  John  Pelham,  of  the  Horse  Artillery,  displayed 
such  signal  ability  as  an  artillerist,  such  heroic  example  and  devotion 
in  danger,  and  indomitable  energy  under  difficulties  in  the  movement 
of  his  battery,  that,  reluctant  as  I am  at  the  chance  of  losing  such  a 
valuable  limb  from  the  brigade,  I feel  bound  to  ask  for  his  promotion, 
with  the  remark  that  in  either  cavalry  or  artillery  no  field  grade  is  too 
high  for  his  merit  and  capacity.  The  officers  and  men  of  that  battery 
emulated  the  example  of  their  captain,  and  did  justice  to  the  reputa- 
tion already  won. 

Capt.  William  W.  Blackford,  of  the  Engineers,  assigned  to  duty 
with  me  the  day  before  the  battles,  was  always  in  advance,  obtaining 
valuable  information  of  the  enemy’s  strength,  movements,  and  position, 
locating  routes,  and  making  hurried  but  accurate  sketches.  He  is  bold 
in  reconnaissance,  fearless  in  danger,  and  remarkably  cool  and  correct 
in  judgment.  His  services  are  invaluable  to  the  advance  guard  of  an 
army. 

Capt.  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  Signal  Corps,  was  particularly  active  and 
fearless  in  the  transmission  of  orders  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  deserves  my 
special  thanks  for  his  gallant  conduct. 

Capt.  t^orman  R.  Fitzhugh,  assistant  adjutant-general,  chief  of  staff, 
though  but  recently  promoted  from  the  ranks,  gave  evidence  of  those 
rare  qualities,  united  with  personal  gallantry,  which  constitute  a capa- 
ble and  efficient  adjutant-general. 

Capt.  Heros  von  Borcke,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  ever  present, 
fearless  and  untiring  in  the  zealous  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
him. 

Maj.  Samuel  Hardin  Hairston,  quartermaster,  and  Maj.  Dabney  Ball, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  were  prevented  by  their  duties  of  office  from 
participating  in  the  dangers  of  the  conflict,  but  are  entitled  to  my 
thanks  for  the  thorough  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  following  officers  attached  to  my  staff  deserve  honorable  men- 
tion in  this  report  for  their  valuable  services:  Capt.  Redmond  Burke; 
Lieut.  John  Esten  Cooke,  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  J.  T.  W.  Hairston, 
C.  S.  Army;  Lieut.  Jones  R.  Christian,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry;  Lieut. 
Chiswell  Dabney,  aide  ; Capts.  W.  D.  Farley  and  VV..  E.  Towles,  volun- 
teer aides,  they  having  contributed  their  full  share  to  whatever  success 
was  achieved  by  the  brigade. 

My  escort  did  good  service.  Private  Frank  Stringfellow,  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  was  particularly  conspicuous  for  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency at  Cold  Harbor.  The  majority  of  the  Hanover  Company  (G), 
Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  possessing  invaluable  merits  as  guides,  were 
distributed  as  such  among  the  various  generals.  First  Lieut.  D.  A. 
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Timberlake  accompanied  me,  and  from  bis  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  country,  as  well  as  liis  personal  bravery,  was  an  indispensable  aid 
to  my  march.  His  deeds  of  individual  prowess  in  Hanover  place  him 
high  among  partisan  warriors,  and  enabled  us  to  know  exactly  the 
enemy’s  position  and  strength  near  Atlee’s  Station. 

Accompanying  this  report  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a map,*  drawn 
by  Captain  Blackford,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  region  of  country  trav- 
ersed by  the  cavalry,  showing  the  extent  of  its  operations  and  exhibit- 
ing the  various  engagements  in  which  cavalry  took  part ; also  report 
A [208],  Col.  T.  E.  E.  Cobb,  Georgia  Legion  Cavalry ; report  B [209], 
Col.  L.  S.  Baker,  First  Kor£h  Carolina  Cavalry;  report  C [212],  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  T.  Martin,  Jeff.  Davis  Legion ; report  D [213],  Col.  T.  L.  Eosser, 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry;  report  E,  Col.  S.  D.  Lee  (artillery).  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry;  report  F [211],  Col.  Thomas  F.  Goode,  Third  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry;  map  G,  already  referred  to;  H,  my  instructions  to 
officer  commanding  cavalry  west  of  the  Chickahominy;  I,  list  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.f 

The  reports  of  other  commanders  have  not  been  received;  should 
they  be  sent  in  subsequently  they  will  be  forwarded. 

My  command  captured  several  thousand  prisoners  and  arms,  the 
precise  number  it  being  impossible  to  ascertain.  The  detachment  of 
cavalry  left  at  the  White  House  secured  much  valuable  public  prop- 
erty, enumerated  already. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUAET, 

Brigadier- General, 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen,,  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

[Inclosure  H.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade,' 

June  25,  1862. 

Colonel:  You  will  immediately. supply  your  command  from  Major 
Ball,  commissary  of  subsistence,  with  three  days’  rations  [of]  hard  bread 
and  bacon.  Should  an  engagement  take  place,  you  will  move  your 
main  body  toward  the  front,  so  as  to  support  and  watch  our  right  flank 
and  take  advantage  of  any  movement  the  enemy  may  make  toward 
James  Eiver  to  harass  and  delay  him  by  demonstrations  in  his  front 
and  vigorous  attacks  in  his  flanks.  Keep  your  command  well  together 
and  well  in  hand,  and  be  sure  to  keep  a iierfect  communication  and 
thorough  co-operation  with  Major-General  Huger  and  any  other  com- 
mander near  you,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  whip  the 
enemy,  and  to  effect  that  no  necessary  sacrifice  is  too  great,  no  hard- 
ship too  severe. 

I have  entire  confidence  in  your  skill,  ability,  and  energy.  Colonel 
Goode,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  will  be  on  the  Charles  City  road. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUAET, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Col.  T.  L.  Eosser, 

{Or  Cavalry  Officer  Commanding  Bight  Wing  of  Pickets.) 


* To  appear  iu  Atlas, 
t Embodied  in  return,  p.  984. 
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P.  S. — Should  you  be  ordered  to  join  me  with  your  regiment  these 
instructions  will  be  turned  over  to  your  successor  in  command. 


No.  208. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobh,  Georgia  Legion^  of  operations  June 

26-July  10. 

Headquarters  Georgia  Legion, 

July  17,  1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  the  order  of  General  Stuart  I have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  my  command 
from  June  26  to  July  10  : 

We  left  our  camp  on  an  hour’s  notice  on  the  evening  of  June  25, 
joining  General  Stuart  upon  the  Brooke  turnpike  and  continuing  the 
march  until  we  met  the  army  of  General  Jackson  near  Ashland  that 
night. 

Nothing  special  occurred  with  my  command  on  26th. 

On  the  27th,  near  the  close  of  the  battle  at  Cold  Harbor,  we  were 
ordered  forward  into  the  field.  The  position  in  which  we  were  halted 
exposed  my  entire  line  to  the  fire  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which 
lost  no  time  in  opening  upon  us.  Finding  my  men  immediately  within 
the  range  and  the  shells  striking  under  their  horses  and  exploding 
over  their  heads,  I promptly  removed  them  under  the  cover  of  the  hill; 
fortunately  no  casualty  occurred. 

On  Saturday,  28th,  one  of  my  squadrons,  under  command  of  Major 
Helonj^,  was  in  advance,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Dispatch  Station. 
Finding  it  defended  by  cavalry,  they  were  promptly  charged  and  put 
to  flight.  On  pursuing  them  beyond  the  railroad  another  company  of 
cavalry  was  found  in  line,  who  were  as  promptly  charged'and  routed. 

The  only  casualties  to  this  squadron  was  a flesh  wound  received  in 
the  arm  by  Lieutenant  Early ; a slight  saber  cut  on  the  head  by  a 
private  (Walters),  and  slight  wounds  to  one  or  two  horses. 

Our  success  enabled  us  to  cut  the  wires  and  break  the  communica- 
tion between  the  enemy  and  his  base.  While  separated  from  the  main 
column  on  28th  my  command  captured  three  wagons  and  teams  of  the 
enemy  and  several  prisoners  that  were  sent  to  the  rear. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  I was  detached  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Tunstall’s 
Station  to  destroy  the  track,  cars,  &c.,  at  that  point,  which  was  done. 
On  that  evening  I rejoined  the  command  at  the  White  House. 

On  Monday,  30th,  by  order,  I left  one  squadron  at  the  White  House 
to  complete  the  work  of  destruction  there,  with  orders  to  preserve  cer- 
tain property  and  send  it  to  Eichmond.  This  squadron  did  not  rejoin 
me  until  after  the  10th. 

I continued  with  the  column  until  Thursday,  July  3,  when  I was 
ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  take  position  near  Shirley,  on  James 
Eiver,  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Tliis  position  I occupied  until  the  10th. 
I found  the  rear  guard  consisted  of  about  2,000  infantry,  one  battery  of 
artillery,  and  about  500  cavalry.  These  protected  a wagon  train  of  300 
or  400  wagons.  With  the  assistance  of  a few  guns  and  two  regiments  of 
infantry  I think  I could  have  captured  this  train  and  its  guard,  and 
I applied  accordingly  both  to  General  Lee  and  General  Stuart.  They 
were  not  furnished,  doubtlessly  for  good  reasons,  until  General  A.  P. 
Hill  arrived  on  the  6th  (1  believe),  at  which  time  the  entire  train  and 
guard  had  crossed  the  creek  and  joined  the  main  army. 
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My  scouts  brought  in  numerous  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the  rear, 
and  my  command  collected  a large  number  of  small-arms  and  other 
stores,  which  were  secured.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  E.  E.  COBB, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Georgia  Legion. 


No.  209. 

Report  of  Col.  Lawrence  S.  Baker.,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry.,  of  oper- 
ations June  2^- July  27. 

Headquarters  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry, 
Hanover  Court-House,  Va.,  July  27,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  with  five  companies 
of  my  regiment  on  the  morning  of  June  28,  after  a forced  march  from 
North  Carolina,  where  I had  been  on  dut3^  I was  directed  by  General 
Lee  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cavalrj^  that  was  not  with  General 
Stuart. 

On  the  night  of  [the]  29th  I was  directed  by  General  Lee  to  make  a 
bold,  daring  scout,  and  find  out  where  the  eneinj-  was.  I accordingly 
proceeded  with  five  companies  of  my  regiment,  viz : Captains  Eufiin’s, 
Houston’s,  Barringer’s,  McLeod’s,  and  Lieutenant  Blair’s,  and  the 
effective  force  of  Colonel  Goode’s  (150  or  200),  down  the  New  Market 
and  Charles  City  roads.  It  was  rumored  tliat  there  was  a camp  of  the 
enemy  near  Willis’  Church,  on  the  Quaker  road,  but  not  being  able  to 
obtain  any  reliable  information  of  their  movements,  I determined  to 
drive  back  their  cavalry  force,  which  was  covering  tbeir  movements, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Quaker  road,  and  on  coming  up  to  the  enemy 
charged  them,  killing  several  with  sabers  and  driving  them  to  their 
main  camp.  Number  killed  not  accurately  ascertained,  as  I was  com- 
pelled afterward  to  retreat  from  their  main  cami),  which  I found  to  be 
their  main  army,  or  a division  covering  its  movements.  Their  camp 
was  in  a very  thick  idace,  and  in  the  pursuit  I was  in  a few  yards  of  it 
before  I ascertained  their  force.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  heavy, 
and  I regret  to  report  the  loss  of  Maj.  Thomas  N.  Crum})ler,  severely 
wounded  (since  dead);  Lieutenant  Gaines,  adjutant,  wounded;  11  pri- 
vates and  non-commissioned  officers  wounded  and  brought  off’;  1 pri- 
vate of  the  Third  Virginia  Eegiment  severely  wounded ; Captain  Euflin, 
Lieutenant  Fields,  and  46  non-commissioned  officers  and  jirivates  miss- 
ing, being  wounded,  killed,  or  thrown  from  their  horses. 

All  tlie  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
bravery.  I saw  every  officer  and  man  doing  his  duty  promptly  and 
well. 

On  Monday  the  cavalry  was  kept  on  the  right  to  ascertain  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  and  follow  any  success. 

On  Tuesday  was  ordered  on  the  left  of  General  Jackson  and  after- 
ward in  scouring  the  country  for  prisoners,  but  nothing  to  report. 

On  Wednesday  I joined  General  Stuart,  and  my  regiment  accom- 
panied him  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Since  then  they  have  been  on 


* Nominal  list  of  casualties  shows  1 man  killed,  1 officer  and  1 man  wounded,  and  1 
man  missing. 
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picket,  duty  in  front  of  the  enemy  during  the  whole  time,  with  an  occa- 
sional skirmish  incident  to  such  service,  but  of  no  importance. 

1 am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

L.  S.  BAKEE, 

Colonel  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Captain  Fitzhugh. 


No.  210. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee^  First  Virginia  Cavalry^  of  operations 
in  front  of  Riehmond  during  the  Seven-days’  Battles. 

Headquarters  First  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Hanover  Court-House^  Fu.,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Virginia  Cavalry  re- 
mained during  the  battles  in  front  of  Eichmond  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  and  took  part  in  all  his  operations. 

The  only  casualty  was  the  loss  of  Private  E.  P.  Thomas,  of  Company 
A.  He  had  been  sent  to  the  front,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Stewart, 
of  Company  B,  to  reconnoiter  dismounted,  when  he  came  suddenly 
upon  a large  body  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  woods.  Eefusing 
their  demand  to  surrender,  this  party  of  two  gathered  up  some  aban- 
doned loaded  arms  in  the  vicinity  and  fought  bravely  until  Thomas  was 
killed,  when  the  lieutenant  made  his  escape,  the  enemy  not  daring  to 
pursue  a soldier  who  had  proved  that  he  was  not  to  be  taken  alive. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ.  LEE, 

Late  Col.  First  Va.  Cav.^  Brig.  Oen.^  Comdg.  Second  Brig. 

Capt.  Norman  E.  Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.,  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  211. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  F.  Goode,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations 

June  2<6-July  10. 

White  House,  July  15, 1862. 

General  : In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  13th  instant  I have 
the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  my  regiment 
from  June  26  to  July  10 : 

On  June  26  the  regiment  was  on  the  Williamsburg  road  as  a reserve. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  in  compliance  with  an  order  from 
General  Lee,  I moved  down  on  the  Darby  town  road  to  reconnoiter  the 
position  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  A por- 
tion of  the  regiment  being  left  along  the  enemy^s  lines  to  observe  his 
movements,  the  remainder  returned  that  day  to  camp. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  28th,  I was  ordered  with  my  command  to 
join  Colonel  Baker,  of  the  First  iSIorth  Carolina  Cavalry , who  was  un- 
der orders  to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  Charles  City 
road,  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  and,  if  possible,  to  pene- 
trate his  lines.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  I moved  down  upon  the 
Charles  City  road  on  Saturday  night. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  29th,  I moved  off  with  Colonel  Baker 
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in  the  direction  of  the  Long  Bridge.  As  we  api)roached  Willis’  Church 
we  came  upon  and  charged  a body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Following 
them  a short  distance,  we  were  open[ed]  upon  by  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, when  we  found  ourselves  in  an  ambuscade  of  artillery,  infantrjy 
and  cavalry.  My  regiment  had  1 man  severely  (supposed  to  be  mor- 
tally) wounded,  and  retired  in  good  order. 

That  evening  I returned  to  my  encampment,  and  a few  hours  after- 
ward, in  compliance  with  an  order  from  General  Lee,  moved  down  on 
the  Darbytown  road,  reporting  to  Major-General  Longstreet. 

In  compliance  with  his  order,  early  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the 
30th,  I reported  to  Colonel  Jenkins,  commanding  General  Anderson’s 
brigade,  and  moved  down  as  his  advance  guard  until  we  came  upon 
the  enemy  on  the  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.  Some  time  after  the 
fight  commenced  I was  ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  a position  a 
short  distance  in  the  rear,  which  I maintained  during  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July  1, 1 was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
river  road  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill.  After  remaining  in  that 
vicinity  for  some  hours  I was  ordered  under  Colonel  Baker,  First  North 
Carolina  Cavalry,  to  take  position  on  the  right  and  rear  of  General 
Lee.  After  occupying  that  position  several  hours  my  command  moved 
with  Colonel  Baker  with  a view  of  getting  to  the  command  of  General 
Jackson,  beyond  the  Quaker  road.  After  moving  some  miles  in  that 
direction  an  advance  guard  from  my  regiumnt,  thrown  out  by  Colonel 
Baker,  reported  that  both  sides  of  the  road  leading  to  Jackson’s  left, 
which  road  was  exceedingly  narrow  and  thickly  wooded  on  either  side, 
was  occupied  in  force  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  It  was  deemed 
impracticable  to  make  the  connection  with  Jackson’s  command,  and  we 
encamped  that  night  at  Gatewood’s  farm. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  July  2,  my  regiment  was 
ordered  by  yourself  to  move  down  by  way  of  Nance’s  shop  and  Forge 
Bridge  to  Talleysville  and  return  by  way  of  Bottom’s  Bridge,  the 
execution  of  which  order  occupied  Wednesday,  the  2d,  and  Thursday, 
July  3. 

On  July  4 I remained  in  camp,  and  the  5th  reported  my  command  to 
you  at  Salem  Church,  in  Charles  City  County,  and  on  the  next  day, 
the  6th,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  moved  to  this  iilace,  where  I 
remained  until  the  lOth  instant,  when,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from 
General  Lee,  I moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Norman’s 
Ferry,  with  a view  of  intercepting  a party  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  re- 
ported to  be  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Walkerton.  Learning,  how- 
ever, that  night  from  Dr.  Walker,  who  had  conveyed  to  General  Lee 
the  intelligence  of  this  supposed  move  of  the  enemy,  that  he  had 
retired  in  the  direction  of,  and  most  probably  to,  Gloucester  Point,  I 
returned  on  the  next  day  to  this  place. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  forwarding  to  you  an  inventory 
of  the  Government  property  at  this  place  a few  days  since  a large 
wagon  train  has  been  sent  down,  which  carried  off  everything  of  value. 
There  is  nothing  of  any  value  or  consequence  remaining. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision  whether  the  men  over 
thirty-five  wlio  have  not  re-enlisted  are  entitled  to  a discharge  to-mor- 
row, the  10th. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  GOODE, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Co7nmanding  Cavalry, 
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1^0.  212. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Will.  T.  Martin.,  commanding  the  Jeff.  Davis  Legion 

(Mississippi)  and  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  June  25- 

July  6. 

Camp  Totopotomoy,  July  20,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  services  rendered  by  my 
command  in  the  recent  battles  and  skirmishes  near  Eiehmond  from 
the  25th  ultimo  to  the  6th  instant : 

The  force  under  my  command  consisted  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cav- 
alry, Captain  Chamberlayne  commanding,  and  the  Jeff.  Davis  Legion 
of  Cavalry. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  I had  a line  of  pickets  from  Wooding’s  shop,  on 
the  Ashland  road,  along  that  road  to  Ashland,  and  thence  toward 
Hanover  Court-House  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Wickham.  In  the 
afternoon  of  this  day,  after  General  Jacksoffs  advance  guard  had 
reached  the  neighborhood  of  Ashland,  a company  of  the  EighthTllinois 
Cavalry  drove  in  my  vedettes  from  the  point  where  the  Ashcake  road 
crosses  the  Telegraph  road.  I ordered  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  Black 
Horse  Comi)any,  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  with  17  men,  to  drive  the 
enemy  back.  He  charged  at  once,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  2 horses 
on  the  road  dead,  carrying  oft‘  1 man  killed  and  1 wounded.  Lieutenant 
Smith  had  2 men  wounded  in  the  charge — Private  Crump,  arm  broken ; 
Private  Robertson,  wounded  slightly.  The  telegraph  wire  which  had 
been  cut  was  immediately  restored. 

Thursday,  26th  ultimo,  moved  with  the  cavalry  brigade  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Pole  Green  Church  and  bivouacked. 

Friday,  27th  ultimo,  the  brigade  moved  toward  Old  Church.  By 
command  of  the  general  I sent  forward  to  clear  the  road  Company  F 
(Georgia  Huzzars),  Cajitain  Waring,  of  the  Legion.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  were  discovered  at  a point  2 miles  from  Old  Church  ; were 
charged,  and  Lieutenant  W aldhauer  and  Private  Howell  Munn  succeeded 
in  overtaking  two  of  the  Lancers,  and  killed  1 and  wounded  the  other, 
who  was  subsequently  captured  A piece  of  the  Horse  Artillery  was 
advanced,  under  Captain  Pelham,  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  the 
church.  Subsequently  it  was  ascertained  that  this  firing  put  to  flight 
a force  of  1,000  or  1,500  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  this  vicinity.  My 
command  being  in  front,  the  Jeft‘.  Davis  Legion  on  the  right,  the  bri- 
gade advanced  toward  Cold  Harbor.  Captain  Avery,  during  the  fore- 
noon, was  detached  to  advance  on  a line  with  the  infantry  skirmishers 
to  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle,  which  had  been  pushing  forward  since 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  in  front  and  to 
our  right  during  the  morning. 

About  1 p.  m.  we  reached  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  battle  which 
was  raging  near  Cold  Harbor.  My  column  was  advanced  and  placed 
in  position  to  charge  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  if  it  should  make  any 
attem[)t  to  flank  our  infantry  or  should  break  through  it.  I left,  by 
order  of  the  general,  to  post  a squadron  on  picket  on  the  Old  Church 
road,  to  our  left,  leaving  Major  Stone  in  command.  Shortly  before  I 
returned  I learn[ed]  that  a brisk  cannonade  began  in  front  of  the  col- 
umn, and  that  it  was  rapid  and  well  directed. 

Private  C.  Warwick,  Company  I,  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  killed 
by  a shell,  and  Captain  Williams,  of  the  same  regiment,  wounded  in 
the  hand  by  a fragment  of  shell. 

Later  in  the  day,  after  my  return,  the  column  was  again  exposed  to 
a very  heavy  fire  from  a battery  of  field  pieces  in  froirt,  and  the  com- 
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mand  was  moved  out  of  range,  and  foimed  sufficiently  near  to  charge 
in  the  event  of  its  services  being  needed.  About  dark  all  bring  ceased; 
the  enemy  moved  off  the  field. 

After  dark  my  command  accompanied  the  general  with  the  First  and 
Mnth  Eegiments  Virginia  Cavalry  and  Cobb’s  Legion  (cavalry)  in  ])ur- 
suit  toward  Dispatch  Station.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  and  we 
returned  and  bivouacked  near  the  battle-field. 

Saturday,  28th  ultimo,  at  an  early  hour,  my  command,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  reconnoitered  the  country  around  Old  Church  toward  the 
New  Market  road,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  during 
the  previous  afternoon  retired  toward  the  White  House.  1 joined  the 
brigade  at  Dispatch  Station,  and  moved  with  it  the  same  afternoon  to 
the  vicinity  of  Tunstall’s  Station.  Here  the  artillery  of  the  brigade 
drove  back  a squadron  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  We  bivouacked  at 
this  point  and  next  day  advanced  to  the  White  House. 

Captain  Avery,  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  and  Lieutenant  Murray,  Fourth 
Cavalry,  with  their  companies,  were  dismounted  and,  with  two  pieces 
of  the  Horse  Artillery,  sent  forward  to  engage  a large  gunboat  lying  off 
the  White  House,  llie  boat  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  the  brigade 
took  possession  of  the  place,  with  the  large  and  valuable  stores  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy  in  his  precii)itous  flight. 

The  preceding  night  large  fires  were  seen  in  the  direction  of  the 
White  House.  This  place  was  now  a scene  of  desolation ; the  house 
was  wantonly  burned,  with  its  contents.  Many  of  the  shade  trees  were 
felled  and  all  the  fencing  had  disappeared.  This  once  beautiful  estate, 
made  more  interesting  by  associations  connected  with  the  great  leader 
of  the  first  Eevolution,  George  Washington,  now  utterly  despoiled, 
forcibly  reminded  us  that  we  were  contending  against  a foe  respecting 
nothing,  sparing  nothing. 

Scattered  over  the  fields  were  abandoned  wagons  and  ambulances, 
mules,  tents,  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  Hundreds  of  bon- 
fires had  been  made  by  the  enemy  of  whatever  was  combustible ; still 
an  immense  amount  of  property  was  left  uninjured.  My  command 
was  supplied  with  abundant  rations  for  three  days  and  the  horses  with 
forage  from  the  enemy’s  supplies. 

Monday,  June  30,  my  command,  with  Pelham’s  artillery,  now  moved 
toward  the  Forge  Bridge,  encountering  a few  of  the  enemy’s  skirmish- 
ers. It  was  discovered,  as  the  bridge  was  approached,  that  the  enemy 
already  held  the  position  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  Cap- 
tain Pelham  was  advanced  with  two  of  his  pieces  to  a point  within  400 
yards  of  the  bridge,  and  opened  with  his  pieces  (howitzers).  He  was 
replied  to  by  two  rifled  pieces,  but  soon  silenced  them,  and  they  with- 
drew to  the  hills  beyond  the  river. 

A reconnoitering  force  was  crossed  over  the  river  to  examine  the  posi- 
tion assumed  by  the  enemy,  and  was  charged  upon  by  cavalry  in  the 
afternoon.  In  order  to  clear  the  road  of  this  cavalry  Captain  Pelham 
was  ordered  with  two  12-i)ounder  howitzers  to  take  position  on  the 
bridge  and  shell  the  road.  Just  as  he  unlimbered  the  enemy  opened 
upon  him  with  two  rifled  pieces,  one  at  only  400  jmrds’  distance.  As 
this  gun  had  been  trained  upon  the  road  occupied  by  the  pieces  of 
Captain  Pelham  its  fire  was  very  accurate  and  rapid,  yet  in  fifteen 
minutes  the  enemy  was  driven  away  with  a loss  of  2 men  and  2 horses 
killed  and  several  wounded.  This  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  sent 
to  rei)air  the  bridge,  and  had  begun  Avork  when  we  attacked  them.  As 
f^ir  as  could  be  ascertained  the  enemy  had  one  regiment  of  infantry,  a 
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squadron  of  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  forenoon,  and 
this  force  was  increased  toward  the  afternoon. 

During  the  following  night  and  forenoon  two  squadrons  of  the  com- 
mand were  on  picket  above  and  below  the  Forge  Bridge. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  early  in  the  morning  an  ineffectual  attempt  was 
made  at  the  ford  above  the  Forge  Bridge  to  drive  my  pickets  from  their 
post.  Private  Kobertson,  of  Company  D,  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  posted  as 
vedette,  encountered  4 privates  of  a New  York  regiment ; killed  1 and 
compelled  the  other  3 to  surrender  with  their  arms.  After  this  the 
enemy  retired  and  were  not  seen  again  until  next  day.  The  command 

moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  farm  of Eock,  5 or  6 miles  from 

HaxalFs  Landing,  where  it  bivouacked. 

Monday,  July  2,  a drenching  rain  fell  during  the  early  morning.  A 
squadron  from  the  command,  composed  of  the  Boykin  Dangers,  Jeff. 
Davis  Legion,  Lieutenant  Chestnut  commanding,  and  the  Black  Horse 
Company,  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Smith,  was  posted 
on  picket  on  a road  leading  toward  Westover.  Lieutenant  Chestnut, 
with  10  men  in  advance,  supported  by  30  of  the  reserve,  charged  upon 
a squadron  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  posted  in  the  road,  and  compelled 
it  to  fall  back,  with  a loss  of  1 man  killed  and  1 horse  captured.  One 
piece  from  Stuart’s  Horse  Artillery  (a  12-pouuder  howitzer),  Lieutenant 
Shaw  commanding,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me.  I advanced  on  the 
road  leading  to  Haxall’s  Landing.  This  road  leads  at  right  angles  to  the 
river  road  at  an  elevated  point  nearly  opposite  the  landing,  which  is  from 
this  point  XJ  miles  distant.  The  space  between  this  river  road  and  the 
river  is  an  open  field,  and  the  road  leading  to  the  landing,  as  well  as 
the  whole  field,  is  within  easy  range  of  gunboats  on  the  river.  One 
gunboat  was  discovered  at  the  landing.  The  advanced  guard,  24  men, 
under  Lieutenant  Merchant,  of  Captain  Williams’  company  (Fourth 
Cavalry),  with  6 or  8 men  from  the  Legion,  were  deployed  through  the 
woods  to  gather  i)risoners,  directing  their  course  toward  the  lauding, 
with  instructions  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  boat  as  far  as  possible.  Ac- 
companying the  advance  guard  I proceeded  to  the  neighborhood  of  Hax- 
all’s Landing,  and  learned  from  him  that  the  Monitor  and  Galena  were 
in  front  of  the  house,  about  200  yards  distant.  Suspecting  that  I might 
find  some  of  the  eneinj^  lurking  about  the  overseer’s  house,  immediately 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  with  Private  Yolney  Metcalfe,  of  Company  A, 
Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  I succeeded  in  getting  to  the  rear  of  this  house, 
about  60  yards  from  the  Monitor  and  Galena,  and  captured  3 prisoners, 
with  arms,  one  being  a sailor  from  the  Monitor.  Our  character  seem- 
ing to  be  undiscovered  by  the  gunboats,  I ordered  5 of  my  men  and  as 
many  prisoners  into  a field  near  the  river  bank,  to  drive  away  some  25 
or  30  mules  there  feeding,  some  with  harness  on.  As  my  men  had 
Yankee  overcoats  and  caps  on  and  were  assisted  by  Yankees,  I was 
I)ermitted  to  move  otf  with  150  prisoners  and  guns  and  the  mules  to  a 
place  of  security. 

In  the  mean  time  the  main  column  had  been  advanced  on  the  Elver 
road  toward  Shirley  within  200  yards  of  the  point  at  which  the  road 
turns  abruptly  to  the  left.  In  the  angle  thus  formed  ai^e  thick  woods, 
and  from  them  shots  were  fired  at  the  head  of  the  column.  Cavalry 
pickets  had  previously  been  driven  in.  I found  the  column  slowly 
retiring.  Ordering  in  Captain  Avery’s  company  as  sharpshooters  dis- 
mounted, I again  advanced,  but  halted  the  column  when  1 found  that 
our  sharpshooters  were  outnumbered.  Suspecting  that  the  enemj^  was 
in  ambush,  I ordered  the  howitzer  to  the  front,  and  in  the  mean  time 
discovered  a regiment  of  infantry  behind  a line  of  bushes  beyond  the 
turn  of  the  road  and  on  the  right  upon  elevated  ground.  Masking  the 
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gun,  I was  enabled  to  open  lire  unexpectedly  upon  this  regiment,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Forty-second  N'ew  York  (or  Tammaii}^)  Kegiment,  one 
of  the  best,  it  is  said,  in  the  service  of  the  enemy.  This  force  was  soon 
driven  in  confusion  and  rapidly  toward  Berkeley.  Our  skirmishers  had 
captured  3 prisoners  of  this  regiment  and  killed  3.  Pursuit  was  made 
as  rapidly  as  the  skirmishers  could  proceed  through  the  woods.  The 
Tammany  Eegiment,  however,  was  too  fleet  for  us,  and  reached  the  main 
body  of  McClellan’s  army,  at  Berkley,  before  we  could  overtake  it.  I 
was  checked  in  the  pursuit  by  finding  a brigade  in  line  of  battle  across 
the  road  and  a gunboat  getting  into  position,  and  had  left  only  0 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  howitzer  and  but  300  men.  Many 
abandoned  wagons  and  ambulances,  stores  destroyed,  and  wounded  left 
at  Haxall’s  disclosed  the  confusion  which  must  have  prevailed  in  the 
retreating  array. 

Privates  Yoluey  Metcalfe  and  William  Barnard,  of  Company  A,  of 
the  Legion,  deserx  e especial  notice  for  their  boldness  and  activity  at  the 
landing.  We  returned  at  night  to  our  bivouac  at  Pock’s. 

Thursday,  July  3,  moved  witli  the  brigade  to  Phillips’,  on  the  road 
to  Westover,  and  while  the  Horse  Artillery  was  shelling  the  woods  I 
was  ordered  to  reconnoiter  to  the  left,  and  to  advance  to  a point  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Herring  Creek,  a place  called  Hr.  Wilcox’s.  I reached 
this  point,  and  observed  that  the  enemy  was  massed  above  the  mouth 
of  the  creek.  A large  fleet  of  sail  vessels,  sixty  or  seventy  in  number, 
was  dropping  down  the  stream.  Several  ocean  steamers  followed  them, 
and  great  activity  appeared  on  the  river.  Six  or  seven  gunboats  were 
discovered.  One  of  them  opened  upon  us  with  tolerable  precision.  I 
moved  the  command  out  of  range  and  reported  the  facts. 

Friday,  July  4,  my  command  was  on  picket  during  the  day  on  the 
left  of  the  infantry  and  occasionally  skirmished  with  the  enemy.  Cap- 
tain Henderson’s  company  (B),  of  the  Legion,  was  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers in  the  woods  near  Evelington  Heights,  and  succeeded  in  killing 
three  or  four  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  With  Captain  Strother’s 
company  I again  visited  Hr.  Wilcox’s,  first  driving  off  a company  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry.  We  killed  1 horse  and  wounded  1 man.  1 was 
compelled  by  a large  infantry  force  to  return  to  my  line  of  pickets. 

Saturday,  July  5,  was  spent  in  our  bivouac. 

Saturday  [Sunday],  July  G,  I was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the 
Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  started  on  my  return  to  Eichmoud,  reach- 
ing camp  the  next  day  with  the  Legion. 

Lieutenant  Fisher,  Company  B,  with  14  men  of  the  Legion,  on  his  way 
from  camj)  to  join  the  Legion,  then  on  the  Chickahominy,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  Yeager  and  3 privates  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  captured 
on  the a company  of  the  Bucktail  Eegiment,  consisting  of  the  cap- 

tain, 1 lieutenant,  and  57  non-commissioned  officers  and  men. 

Among  the  officers  of  my  command,  during  the  eventful  period  of 
time  covered  by  the  above  report,  I would  mention  favorably  Major 
Stone,  Captains  Avery  and  Waring,  and  Lieutenants  Waldhauer,  Chest- 
nut, and  Moseley,  of  the  Legion;  Captains  Chamberlayne,  Strother, 
Old,  and  Williams,  and  Lieutenants  Merchant,  Smith,  and  Payin',  of 
the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Pelham  and  Lieutenant 
Shaw,  of  the  Horse  Artillery.  It  is  difficult  to  make  a distinction  when 
officers  and  men  vied  with  each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

WILL.  T.  MAETIIS^, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commandimj. 

Capt.  Norman  E.  Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Brigade. 
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Report  of  Col.  Thomas  L.  Rosser^  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry.^  of  operations 

June  28- July  10. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Camp  Cary,  July  26,  1862. 

General  : In  pursuance  with  your  instructions  I habitually  kept 
my  command  during  the  battle  well  in  hand  and  as  near  the  enemy  as 
possible. 

On  June  28  my  scouts  came  in  and  reported  the  enemy  in  consid- 
erable force  near  Willis’  Church,  and  also  that  he  was  moving  small 
bodies  of  troops  in  the  direction  of  James  Eiver.  This  I reported  at 
the  time  to  General  Huger. 

The  next  morning  I started  out  on  a scout  in  the  same  direction  and 
met  Colonel  Baker,  with  his  own  regiment  (the  First  North  Carolina) 
and  Third  Virginia,  returning  to  his  camp,  having  been  unsuccessful 
in  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  near  Willis’ Church,  where  he  found  the 
enemy  in  great  force,  his  attack  being  met  with  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry.  My  scouts  on  the  right  found  the  enemy  extending  his  lines 
in  that  direction,  and  succeeded  in  recapturing  15  horses  belonging  to 
the  First  North  Carolina,  that  the  enemy  had  taken  in  Colonel  Baker’s 
engagement  early  in  the  morning.  This  was  also  reported  to  General 
Huger. 

That  night,  Snnda}",  29th  ultimo,  my  pickets  were  strongly  re-en- 
forced, and  I moved  down  with  my  entire  force,  composed  of  my  own 
regiment  and  the  Hampton  Legion,  to  the  junction  of  the  Eiver  and 
Long  Bridge  roads  and  remained  there  during  the  night. 

Next  morning,  about  8 o’clock,  my  pickets  were  driven  in  on  the 
Long  Bridge  road,  near  Willis’  Church.  I at  once  moved  down  with  my 
entire  command,  and  after  some  skirmishing  succeeded  in  re-establish- 
ing my  pickets.  I then  dismounted  one  company  and  deployed  them 
as  skirmishers,  giving  them  a squadron  for  support,  and  sent  them  for- 
ward, and  after  driving  in  the  enemy’s  picket  still  pressed  upon  him, 
and,  strange  to  say,  this  gallant  little  band,  commanded  by  Captain 
Bullock,  of  my  regiment,  drove  them  back  within  a few  hundred  yards 
of  their  main  force,  and  was  still  pressing  upon  them  when  General 
Lougstreet’s  advance  came  up,  and  with  his  infantry  and  artillery 
attacked  them  upon  the  line  to  which  I was  holding  them. 

My  pickets  upon  the  Eiver  road  about  this  time  reported  the  enemy 
advancing  in  that  direction,  and  General  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  take 
my  command  over  in  that  way.  After  re-establishing  my  i)ickets  on 
that  road  I made  a reconnaissance  with  a portion  of  my  command  to 
the  front,  and  found  the  head  of  the  retiring  column  moving  hurriedly 
and  confusedly  in  the  direction  of  James  Eiver.  It  was  then  just  com- 
ing on  Malvern  Hill.  I reported  this  at  once  to  Generals  Longstreet 
and  Holmes  about  1 p.  m.  For  some  reason  or  other  no  attention  was 
paid  to  this  report.  I then  reported  to  General  Lee,  who  came  to  see 
for  himself,  and  who  ordered  General  Holmes  to  move  at  once  to  this 
position  and  attack  the  enemy.  But  as  General  Holmes  did  not  arrive 
until  late  in  the  day  (about  5 i).  m.),  and  by  marching  his  troops  down 
the  Eiver  road  the  dust  revealed  the  movement  to  the  enemy,  and 
gunboats  were  sent  up  the  river,  which  opened  a heavy  fire  ui)on 
Holmes’  advancing  column,  which  drove  him  back.  1 then  withdrew 
my  command  to  cover  and  sent  scouts  in  the  direction  of  the  river  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  boats.  My  quartermaster,  Captain  Tay- 
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lor,  was  one  of  tlie  party,  and  was  taken  prisoner.  General  Holmes 
having  withdrawn,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  place  the  greater  part 
of  my  command  on  picket  dismounted. 

Early  the  following  morning,  the  1st  instant,  by  reconnaissance,  I 
found  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  on  Malvern  Hill.  I was  near  enough 
to  hear  loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  as  if  re-enforcements  or  a general 
had  arrived.  This  I also  reported  to  General  Huger  5 but  Colonel  Baker, 
having  arrived,  assumed  the  command,  and  soon  moved  with  my  com- 
mand over  to  the  left  to  support  the  attack  which  General  Magruder 
was  about  to  make.  My  command  was  held  on  the  left,  and  as  the 
lines  were  extended  in  that  direction  I was  moved  to  the  left,  and  early 
the  following  morning  I joined  you  with  my  command. 

In  every  instance  where  my  men  were  thrown  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  I could  but  observe  the  great  want  of  proper  discipline  neces- 
sary to  insure  implicit  confidence.  They  had  not  been  drilled  and  the 
most  of  them  had  never  been  under  fire  before. 

I took  several  prisoners  and  collected  many  arms. 

J lost  4 men — 2 sergeants,  1 corporal,  and  1 private — by  desertion  to 
the  enemy. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  L.  EOSSEK, 
Colonel  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry. 


No.  214. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  William  N.  Pendleton.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Reserve  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  of  operations  June  26- 
July  2. 


Headquartees  Artillery^  Corps, 

Near  Richmond,  July  21,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
part  performed  by  the  several  portions  of  my  command  and  by  myself 
in  the  recent  successful  movements  of  our  army  against  the  enemy : 

The  duty  at  the  outset  assigned  me  was  to  see  such  good  use  made 
of  the  artillery  on  the  Eichmond  side  of  the  Chickahominy  as  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  should  he  advance  against  our  weakened  lines, 
while  our  more  active  force  was  attacking  his  right  beyond  the  stream. 
To  this  I was  directed  to  give  my  constant  and  unremitting  attention, 
and,  as  a preliminary,  instructed  to  have  the  Eeserve  Artillery ppstedon 
the  difierent  fronts,  where  it  could  be  conveniently  and  rapidiy  brought 
into  action  when  necessary. 

^ly  arrangements  were  accordingly  made,  and  early  dawn  of  June 
26  found  the  Eeserve  Artillery  distributed  thus:  Maj.  Charles  Eich- 
ardson,  with  two  batteries  of  his  battalion  (those  of  Ancell  and  Mil- 
ledge),  on  the  heights  near  Mechanics  ville  Bridge;  two  batteries  (those 
of  Lane,  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cittts’  battalion,  and  of  Woolfolk,  from 
Major  Eichardson’s  battalion)  some  distance  down  the  Chickahominy, 
near  Mrs.  I^rice’s  house,  where  they  had  been  for  many  days  on  duty,  with 
tlie  guns  directed  by  Major  Garnett,  under  fire — often  severe— from 
the  enemy’s  batteries;  Maj.  William  Nelson,  with  his  battalion,  the 
batteries  of  Iluckstep,  Kirkpatrick,  and  E.  C.  M.  Page,  advanced  on 
the  Nile-mile  road  to  co-ojjerate  with  the  force  near  Dr.  Garnett’s  farm; 
Maj.  H.  P.  Jones,  Avith  his  battalion,  the  batteries  of  Clark,  Peyton, 
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and  Ehett,  temporarily  assigned  as  a division  reserve  to  General  D.  H. 
Hill  and  accompanying  liis  command ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutts,  witli 
three  batteries  of  his  battalion  (those  of  Eoss,  Price,  and  Blackshear), 
advanced  on  the  Williamsburg  road  to  strengthen  General  Huger  ^yhere 
Ids  right  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  previous  day,  and 
Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown,  with  several  batteries  of  his  regiment,  con- 
stituting the  remaining  reserve,  stationed  near  the  fork  of  the  N'ine- 
mile  road,  whence  they  could  speedily  move  in  any  direction. 

With  a command  thus  necessarily  diffused  I could  give  only  general 
direction  to  the  whole  and  occasional  personal  supervision  to  each  por- 
tion. I am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  testify  that  each,  in  propor- 
tion to  opportunity,  performed  well  its  part,  and  was  sincerely  disap- 
pointed when  opportunity  proved  but  slight.  They  all  came  more  or 
less  into  requisition  during  the  varied  and  protracted  contest,  and  some 
rendered  i)eculiarly  gallant  and  valuable  service.  The  particulars  will 
be  briefly  given  in  the  sequel,  and  are  more  fully  exhibited  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  several  commanders,  herewith  submitted. 

My  first  personal  care  on  the  morning  of  'I'hursday,  June  20,  was 
devoted  to  our  extreme  right,  where  it  seemed  most  likely  the  enemy 
might  attempt  an  advance  if  he  knew  or  suspected  our  movements.  1 
tlierefore  proceeded  early  that  day  to  the  scene  of  the  preceding  days’ 
conflict.  General  Huger’s  right,  and  accompanied  by  his  chief  of  artillery, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  A.]  de  Lagnel,  and  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutts, 
made  a reconnaissance  some  distance  in  advance  of  our  lines.  This, 
though  at  first  apparently  hazardous,  proved  entirely  safe,  as  the  enemy, 
so  far  from  their  advancing,  had  partially  fallen  back.  Satisfied  of 
this,  and  agreeing  with  the  chief  artillery  officers  as  to  the  ground  to 
be  occupied  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  should  the  enemy  move  for- 
ward, I passed  to  other  points  of  that  front,  confident  that  in  the  event 
of  sudden  action  Colonel  Cutts,  whose  gallantry  and  capa(aty  have 
been  so  well  proved,  would  efficiently  use  the  reserve  under  his  charge 
in  aiding  General  Huger  to  maintain  his  position.  But  no  general  or 
important  move  occurred  on  either  side  nor  was  the  comparative  quiet 
broken  here,  even  after  the  firing  had  commenced  near  Mechanicsville, 
late  in  the  afternoon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  finding  our  right  still  undisturbed,  1 
applied  myself  to  the  line  from  Mechanicsville  Bridge  down  the  right 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  with  a view  to  the  service  our  batteries 
might  there  render.  Major  Eichardson,  with  some  long-range  guns 
attached  to  his  command — especially  two  powerful  rifles,  partly  man- 
aged by  the  appliances  of  his  batteries  and  i)artly  by  a detail  under 
Captain  Masters,  from  General  A.  P.  Hill’s  division — was  already  pay- 
ing his  respects  to  the  enemy  across  the  stream  with  apparently  good 
effect;  but  as  the  shots  endangered  our  own  troops  pursuing  the  re- 
treating foe,  a message  from  the  commanding  general  caused  to  be 
discontinued  this  adjunct  to  the  main  attack.  After  great  effort  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Milledge,  under  Major  Eichardson’s  supervision,  to 
conduct  one  of  these  large  guns  along  the  hill’s  summit  down  the  stream, 
the  route  was  found  impracticable,  and  as  guns  of  short  range  were  un- 
availing, those  batteries  which  had  l)een  under  fire  for  several  days 
were  sent  to  the  rear.  Later  in  the  day,  however.  Captain  Ancell  was 
permitted  to  take  one  of  the  long-i  ange  guns  to  the  front,  on  the  oSTine- 
mile  road,  in  the  hope  of  an  opportunity  for  service  there,  and  subse- 
quently Major  Eichardson  succeeded  in  bringing  the  other  by  the  same 
road  with  a similar  hope. 

My  own  route  along  the  crest  brought  me  about  9 a.  m.  to  a point 
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below  Dr.  Friend’s  house,  whence,  with  a field  glass,  I distinctly  sa  w 
the  enemy  in  very  large  force  and  in  battle  order  upon  an  open  slope, 
some  2 miles  below  Dr.  Gaines’  farm,  and  portions  of  our  own  troops 
gradually  advancing,  as  if  feeling  their  way  along  the  difiiculties  of  the 
left  bank.  The  powerful  array  of  the  former  and  the  cautious  progress 
of  the  latter  induced  me  at  once  to  send  a duplicate  dispatch,  through 
the  nearest  general,  to  the  commander-in-chief,  notifying  him  of  the 
observed  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy.  My  two  aides.  Acting 
Lieut.  Charles  Hatcher  and  Cadet  Taliaferro,  who  bore  these  dispatches 
across  the  difficult  swamp,  deserve  honorable  mention  for  the  alacrity, 
resolution,  and  success  with  which  they  performed  the  task. 

After  some  time  a return  message  came  from  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, directing  that  our  longest-range  guns  should  be  made,  if  possible, 
to  play  upon  the  observed  position  of  the  enemy.  Arrangements  to 
this  end  had  already  been  made,  and  two  powerful  rifled  pieces,  uuder 
Captain  Dabney,  were  on  their  way  to  the  best  place  accessible,  just 
below  Mrs.  Price’s.  At  the  house  near  this  latter  position  1 met  the 
President,  General  Magruder,  and  other  officers,  and  informed  them  of 
the  facts  thus  noticed.  Finding  with  the  large  guns  too  little  ammu- 
nition, I dispatched  an  aide.  Lieutenant  Peterkin,  to  have  hastened 
from  Richmond  a sufficient  supply.  The  trust  he  discharged  with  ex- 
emplary energy. 

Meanwhile  a sharp  artillery  contest  commenced  between  some  of  our 
batteries  on  Dr.  Garnett’s  field  and  those  of  the  enemy  behind  their 
breastworks,  bringing  numerous  shells  about  our  position.  This  con- 
test was  most  gallantly  waged  on  our  side  under  the  general  direction 
of  Lieut.  Col.  S.  D.  Lee,  and  participated  in  with  great  spirit  by  Cap- 
tains Lane  and  Woolfolk,  and  by  Caj^tain  Kirkpatrick  and  Lieutenant 
Massie,  with  a portion  of  Huckstep’s  battery,  the  two  latter  being 
specially  commanded  by  Major  Nelson,  whose  calm  and  cheerful  cour- 
age under  a very  hot  fire  was  of  utmost  service  to  our  inexperienced 
men  in  their  jjost  of  extraordinary  exposure.  The  other  portions  of 
Major  Nelson’s  command  were  also  greatly  exj^osed,  though  favored 
with  no  opportunity  of  returning  fire. 

The  two  large  rifles,  under  Captain  Dabney,  being  posted  as  far  for- 
ward as  ])racticable,  and  committed,  with  instructions,  to  the  charge  of 
Major  Garnett,  in  due  time  opened  upon  the  enemy  across  the  stream; 
with  what  effect  we  could  not  determine.  Returning  to  the  better  post 
of  observation  below  Dr.  Friend’s  I watched  the  course  of  events  till 
the  fierce  encounter,  which  late  in  the  afternoon  gave  the  field  to  our 
victorious  troops  [was  over].  Immediately  thereafter  the  President 
requested  me  to  conduct  him  to  General  McLaws’  headquarters,  and  I 
have  gratefully  to  record  his  preservation  under  a warm  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  batteries  which  we  encountered  on  the  way. 

Saturday,  June  28,  my  first  care  was  directed  to  getting  into  posi- 
tion at  Dr.  Garnett’s  guns  of  sufficient  power  to  silence  the  enemy’s 
heavy  batteries.  Major  Richardson’s  two  large  guns  were  ordered  for- 
ward, and  preparations  made  for  the  immense  Blakely  rifle,  which  it 
was  found  could  not  be  adjusted  for  use  earlier  than  the  following  morn- 
ing. Having  again  visited  General  Huger’s  front  and  found  nothing 
new,  I returned  and  remained  at  Mrs.  Price’s,  while  Lane’s,  Dabney’s, 
and  Woolfolk’s  guns  dislodged  the  enemy  from  his  stronghold  near 
Golding’s. 

This  day  having  passed  with  no  decisive  information  on  our  side  the 
Chickahominy  as  to  many  events  the  other  side,  and  there  being  with 
us  no  little  suspense,  the  President  about  sunset  requested  me  to  bear 
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for  him  a confidential  message  to  the  commanding  general.  This,  with 
its  sequences — arrangements  with  division  commanders,  by  General 
Lee’s  order,  for  having  the  enemy’s  movements  vigilantly  watched  that 
night — kept  me  at  work  till  past  1 o’clock. 

Fever  supervening  disabled  me  on  the  29th,  so  that  the  day  was 
necessarily  passed  by  me  as  a quiet  Sabbath.  Portions  of  my  com- 
mand were,  however,  quite  actively  engaged,  under  arrangements  al- 
ready described,  in  pursuing,  with  other  forces,  the  retreating  enemy. 

During  the  two  preceding  days  Colonel  Brown  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Coleman  had  sought  opportunity  to  be  of  use  beyond  the 
Chickahominy.  The  latter  accompanied  two  batteries  of  the  regiment, 
the  Eichmond  Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Clopton  commanding,  and 
the  Williamsburg  Artillery,  Captain  Coke,  ordered  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  to  report  to  General  Lee  at  Mechauicsville,  as  he  had  re- 
quested. Those  batteries  were  held  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  army.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  was  called  to  act  as 
chief  of  artillery  for  General  A.  P.  Hill’s  division  during  several  days, 
Maj.  K.  L.  Walker  being  at  the  time  sick.  Colonel  Brown  became  a 
close  spectator  of  the  Friday  evening’s  struggle,  and  brought  his  expe- 
rience and  authority  to  bear  in  extricating  one  of  his  companies — Third 
Howitzers,  Captain  Smith,  on  duty  with  a brigade — from  a perilous  posi- 
tion, in  which  they  could  do  no  good. 

The  reserve  battalion  of  Major  Jones,  accompanying  General  D.  H. 
Hill’s  division,  was  much  engaged  those  several  days  and  did  excellent 
service,  as  it  did  also  subsequently  in  the  encounter  at  White  Oak 
Swamp,  eliciting  from  their  commander  a warm  eulogium  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  for  the  honorable  fact  that  there  was  not  one  stragglerfrom 
their  ranks  the  entire  week. 

On  Monday,  30th,  I was  again  able  to  be  in  the  field,  and  employed 
the  forenoon  in  ascertaining  [the]  movements  in  progress  and  adjust- 
ing to  them  the  arrangements  of  my  own  command.  The  afternoon 
was  given  to  making  sure  of  three  large  rifle  guns  for  use  in  the  field 
on  Tuesday,  if  needed  and  practicable. 

Tuesday  morning,  July  1,  Avas  spent  by  me  in  seeking  for  some 
time  the  commanding  general,  that  I might  get  orders,  and  by  reason 
of  the  intricacy  of  routes  failiog  in  this,  in  examining  positions  near 
the  two  armies,  toward  ascertaining  what  could  be  best  done  with  a 
large  artillery  force,  and  especially  whether  any  position  could  be 
reached  Avhence  our  large  guns  might  be  used  to  good  purpose.  These 
endeavors  had  of  course  to  be  made  again  and  again  under  the  enemy’s 
shells,  yet  no  site  was  found  from  Avhich  the  large  guns  could  play 
upon  the  enemy  without  endangering  our  OAvn  trodps,  and  no  occasion 
Avas  presented  for  bringing  up  the  reserve  artillery— indeed,  it  seemed 
that  not  one-half  of  the  division  batteries  were  brought  into  action  on 
either  Monday  or  Tuesday.  To  remain  near  by,  therefore,  and  aAvait 
events  and  orders,  in  readiness  for  AvhateAW  service  might  be  called 
for,  was  all  that  I could  do.  Here  again  it  Avas  my  privilege  to  be 
thrown  Avith  the  President,  he  having  arrived  some  time  after  night-fall 
at  the  house  near  the  battle  field,  where  I had  just  before  sought  a rest- 
ing place. 

On  Wednesday,  2d,  actlA^e  operations  being  interfered  with  by  a 
heav^y  rain,  my  main  efforts  Avere  directed  to  examining  a number  of 
batteries,  sending  to  the  rear  some  that  had  been  injured,  and  having 
taken  to  Eichmond  such  of  the  captured  ordnance  as  had  not  been  pre- 
viously removed. 

Thursday,  3d,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  beyond  Turkey  Creek  hav 
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iiig  been  effected  aud  no  probability  of  another  general  engagement 
then  appearing,  I received,  on  calling  upon  the  commanding  general, 
])ersonal  instructions  to  take  to  the  rear  all  the  artillery  not  requisite 
for  the  divisions,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  ordnance  and  quartermas- 
ter’s departments  in  having  sought  for  and  secured  all  the  stores  wrested 
from  or  left  by  the  enemy.  With  the  discharge  of  these  duties  on 
that  day  and  several  others  succeeding  terminated  the  moderate  share 
it  was  the  privilege  of  my  command  and  of  myself  to  have  during  this 
eventful  period  in  the  toils,  sacrifices,  and  inestimable  services  of  our 
heroic  army. 

Our  loss  in  the  several  contests  of  the  occasion  was — in  Major  Jones’ 
battalion,  5 men  killed  and  24  wounded;  13  horses  disabled  and  2 
wheels  destroyed. 

In  Colonel  Brown’s  regiment — 1 man  wounded  and  2 horses  killed. 

In  Lieutentant-Colonel  Cutts’  battalion  (Lane’s  company) — 3 men 
killed  and  5 wounded  ; 1 horse  killed. 

In  Major  Bichardson’s  battalion  (Woolfolk’s  company) — 1 man  killed 
and  3 wounded. 

In  Major  Nelson’s  battalion — 1 man  killed  and  1 wounded  (though 
7 struck)  and  4 horses  disabled,  making  a total  of  10  men  killed  and 
3 1 wounded  and  20  horses  disabled. 

Of  our  medical  stalf,  Surg.  J.  E.  Page  and  Assistant  Surgeons  Greene, 
Perrin,  Semple,  Monteiro,  and  Hopkins  were  called  upon  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  skill,  aud  with  exemplary  fidelity  devoted  themselves  not 
only  to  the  relief  of  our  own  wounded,  but  to  alleviating  the  injuries 
of  other  sufferers.  In  fact  my  entire  staff*  was  assiduous  in  duty,  and 
I may  safely  declare  that  no  truer  spirit  animated  our  best  troops  than 
was  exercised  by  those  under  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  while  gratefully  recognizing  that  Divine  favor  which 
crowned  us  with  victory,  I would  commend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
commanding  general  what  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a serious  error 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  artillery  in  these  several  fights — too  little 
was  thrown  into  action  at  once  ; too  much  was  left  in  the  rear  unused. 
One  or  two  batteries  brought  into  position  at  a time  to  oppose  a much 
larger  artillery  force  well  posted  must  greatly  suffer,  if  not  ultimately 
yield,  under  the  concentrated  fire.  This  was  in  several  instances  our 
experience.  We  needed  more  guns  taking  part,  alike  for  our  own  pro- 
tection and  for  crippling  the  enemy.  With  a powerful  array  opposed 
to  his  own,  we  divide  his  attention,  shake  his  nerves,  make  liim  shoot 
at  random,  and  more  readily  drive  him  from  the  field  worsted  and 
alarmed.  A main  cause  of  this  error  in  the  present  case  was  no  doubt 
a peculiar  intricacy  in  the  country,  from  the  prevalence  of  woods  and 
swamps.  We  could  form  little  idea  of  i)Ositions,  and  were  very  gen- 
erally ignorant  of  those  chosen  by  the  enemy  and  of  the  best  modes  of 
approaching  them;  nor  were  good  maps  readily  accessible,  by  which 
in  some  measure  to  supply  this  deficiency  ; hence  a considerable  degree 
of  perplexity,  which  nothing  but  careful  reconnaissances,  by  skillful 
officers,  experieuced  in  such  service,  could  have  obviated,  but  being 
obviated,  attack  had  been  more  co-operative,  concentrated,  and  eff'ectual, 
the  enemy’s  condition  more  crippled,  and  our  success  more  triumphant, 
with  less  mourning  in  the  land. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery, 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding. 
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No.  215. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  Richardson^  commanding  Second  Battalion^  of  op- 
erations June  2(S-J%ily  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsvitle  and 

Gaines'’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Batt.,  Pendleton’s  Artillery  Corps, 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.j  July  12,  1862. 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  of  lltli  instant,  requiring  me 
to  famish  yon  with  a report  showing  the  operations  of  my  command 
from  the  2Gth  ultimo  to  the  present  time,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following,  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  captains  of  the 
several  batteries  in  my  battalion,  which  will  more  explicitly  give  the 
iiiformatiou  you  desire,  as  I was  necessarily  separated  from  portions  of 
my  command  at  different  times  during  the  occurrences  therein  named: 

Yon  are  aware  that  for  about  ten  days  previous  to  the  26th  ultimo 
I had  been  on  outpost  service  with  two  of  my  batteries  on  the  Mechan- 
icsville  road  near  the  Chickahominy  Eiver,  and  that  my  other  battery. 
Captain  AYoolfolk’s,  was  on  duty  at  Price’s  farm,  under  Colonel  Lee 
(chief  of  artillery  General  Magruder’s  division),  with  whom  it  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  8d  instant,  when  relieved  by  you  and  ordered 
to  my  camp. 

The  batteries  of  Capt.  Greenlee  Davidson,  two  rifles  (3-inch),  two 
6-j)ounders  (smooth  bore),  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  Captain 
Masters,  two  4-62  rifles,  were  assigned  temporarily  to  my  command  by 
Brig.  Geh.  J.  B.  Anderson,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo  General  D.  H.  Hill  (whose  divis- 
ion had  moved  up  near  iny  camp  daring  the  previous  night)  sent  for 
me  and  informed  me  that  our  troops  would  cross  the  river  at  that  point 
during  tlie  day,  and  that  I was  expected  to  cover  the  passage,  and  that 
he  would  indicate  the  moment  when  1 should  open  fire  upon  the  works 
of  the  enemy  just  o])posite.  He  desired  to  know  the  number,  caliber, 
and  positions  of  my  guns,  ofiering,  at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  me 
with  any  additional  guns  that  I might  need.  Having  given  him  the 
desired  information,  1 accepted  and  placed  in  position  three  of  his  rifle 
pieces  and  awaited  liis  orders. 

About  12  m.  I sent  a message  to  the  general  that  I thought  the  enemy 
were  vacating  the  works  in  front  of  me,  and  about  3 p.  m.  I sent  another 
message  that  I was  qaite  sure  the  work  was  entirely  deserted,  but  re- 
ceived no  orders,  though  Generals  Lee,  Hill,  and  Longstreet  came  up 
shortly  afterward  and  watched  the  movements  of  the  enemy  until  near 
5 o’clock,  when  General  Hill  moved  the  division  across  the  river. 

Seeing  no  enemy  in  front  of  me,  and  desiring  to  render  as  much 
service  as  possible,  I ordered  Captain  Milledge  to  move  his  rifle  gun 
east  of  the  Mechanicsville  road  to  a point  from  which  he  could  do  the 
enemy  most  damage.  His  report  will  show  his  operations  in  pursuance 
of  this  order.  At  the  same  time  I ordered  Captain  Masters  to  place 
one  of  his  guns  on  the  ridge  east  of  and  near  Mechanics^Tlle  road,  think- 
ing it  a very  fine  position  from  which  to  work  upon  one  of  the  heavy 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  then  pouring  a terrific  fire  upon  our  troops,  but 
as  the  piece  was  being  placed  in  position  General  Longstreet  ordered 
Ca])tain  Masters  to  take  it  to  a point  lower  down  the  river,  which  he 
thought  was  a better  position.  In  moving  the  gun  down  one  of  the 
wheels  got  into  a deep  rut  and  could  not  be  extricated  until  the  next 
morning. 

At  dawn  on  the  next  morning,  27th  ultimo,  General  Lee  ordered 
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me  to  move  my  guns  along  the  ridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chicka- 
homiiiy,  and  do  the  best  I could  against  the  enemy  on  the  op})osite 
side.  1 therefore  moved  down  the  river  Avith  all  of  my  guns  (except 
one  of  the  4-G2  rifles  of  Captain  Masters,  and  one  smooth-bore  C-pounder 
and  two  12-pounder  howitzers  of  Captain  Alilledge,  having  no  horses  to 
move  these  guns)  and  took  a position  on  Watts’  farm,  and  opened  fire 
(I  have  reason  to  believe  with  good  effect)  upon  the  enemy  with  Captain 
Davidson’s  two  3-inch  rifles  and  Captain  Milledge’s  3-inch  rifle  and  one 
of  Captain  Masters  4-G2  rifles,  and  continued  firing  until  ordered  to 
cease  by  General  Lee.  About  this  time  you  came  up  and  1 asked  for 
farther  orders,  requesting  to  be  permitted  to  send  to  the  rear  the  pieces 
that  could  not  be  used  with  effect,  and  having  receiA^ed  your  approA^al, 
I ordered  Captain  Ancell  to  take  to  our  old  camp  (near  the  toll-gate,  on 
the  Mechanicsville  road)  his  battery,  together  wnth  the  three  guns  of 
Captain  Milledge  and  the  4-G2  rifle  of  Captain  Masters  left  rrear  Ash- 
ton’s house,  and  then,  by  your  order,  I loroceeded  down  the  riA^er  to  Mr. 
Christian’s  farm,  Avithout  being  able,  however,  to  get  another  shot  at 
the  enemy. 

At  this  point  Captain  Davidson  handed  me  an  order  from  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  14.  Anderson,  requiring  him  to  join  at  once  his  brigade,  and  I of 
course  relieved  him  from  duty  with  me.  I then  joined  you  at  the  hos- 
pital on  the  Nine-mile  road,  about  1 mile  above  Dr.  Garnett’s  farm. 
You  then  ordered  me  to  moA^e  the  two  4-G2  rifles  of  Captain  Masters 
to  that  point  and  you  would  have  them  i)laced  in  position.  The  guns 
being  exceedingly  heaAy  (Aveighing  nearly  4,0G0  pounds  each)  and  the 
road  A’-ery  bad,  it  was  Avitli  great  difficulty  that  I succeeded  in  getting 
one  of  the  guns  (under  Captain  Ancell)  to  the  point  indicated  by  8 p. 
m.,  wTien  all  o])erations  for  the  day  seemed  to  have  ceased  and  you, 
I learned,  had  left  the  field.  The  other  gun  (under  Captain  Milledge) 
could  not  be  brought  down,  and  Captain  Alilledge  informed  me  that 
you  ordered  him  to  take  it  to  canqA.  The  next  day  (June  28)  I suc- 
ceeded in  seeing  you  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  you  told  mo  that  I 
could  confer  with  Colonel  Lee,  chief  of  artillery  General  Magruder’s 
division,  as  to  the  best  position  for  the  gun.  Colonel  Lee  said  that  the 
gun  could  be  of  no  service  there  at  that  time,  but  that  he  would  let  me 
know  if  it  could  be  used  the  next  day.  The  next  day  (June  29)  at  an 
early  hour  General  Magruder’s  troops  were  moved  out  of  their  works, 
and  1 thought  it  best  to  ha\'e  the  gun  taken  to  my  camp,  Avhich  I did. 

1 receiA^ed  no  further  orders  from  you  until  Monday  night  (June  30), 
when  you  ordered  me  to  move  the  tAvo  4-G2  rifles  at  early  daAvn  the  next 
morning  dow  n the  Darby  [toAvn]  road  in  the  direction  of  New  Market, 
and  yon  Avould  select  a position  for  them.  This  order  I obeyed,  halting- 
on  the  Darby  [town]  road  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  New  Market 
road,  and  reported  to  you  through  Captain  Milledge,  and  received  your 
order  directing  me  to  move  downi  to  a point  near  which  you  Avould 
endeuAW  to  find  a position  for  the  guns.  Captain  Milledge  acting  as 
guide,  Ave  halted  on  the  farm  of  a Air.  Fussell,  Avflien  1 reported  to  you 
in  person  and  you  ordered  me  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  as  you  Avere 
unable  to  find  a suitable  position  for  the  guns.  The  next  morning  I, 
by  your  order,  returned  to  camp  with  the  guns,  as  you  thought  they 
could  not  be  used  to  advantage  at  all  doAvn  there. 

In  leaving  my  old  camj)  on  the  Alechanicsville  road  near  the  toll- 
gate,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  I ordered  Captain  Woolfolk 
(senior  cai)tain)  to  take  charge  of  and  move  the  camp  down  on  the 
Williamsburg  road  near  Fulton’s  hill,  you  having  ordered  me  to  take 
a position  more  convenient  to  the  scene  of  oi^erations. 
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It  is  doubtless  proper  to  add  that  two  drivers  and  four  horses  from 
each  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Ancell  and  Milledge  had  been,  by 
General  A.  P.  Hill’s  orders,  sent  to  join  Capt.  D.  G.  McIntosh’s  battery. 
One  of  these  men,  Private  Kobinson,  of  Captain  Milledge’s  companj^, 
was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  of  the  horses  sent  from  Captain  Ancell’s 
battery  died. 

Before  concluding  I beg  leave  to  say  that  the  soldierly  bearing, 
energy,  and  general  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  afford  me  the  liveliest  gratification  and  satisfaction,  and  in 
awarding  praise  I cannot  discriminate  in  favor  of  some  of  them  with- 
out doing  injustice  to  others,  inasmuch  as  all  of  my  orders  were  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity  and  cheerfulness. 

I would  add  that  Hr.  Semple,  surgeon  of  my  battalion,  was  always 
at  his  post  of  duty  and  performed  his  part  most  satisfactorily. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EICHAEDSON, 

Major^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  il.  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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Report  of  Capt.  John  J.  Ancell^  Fluvanna  (Va)  Light  Artillery^  of  opera- 
tions June  26- July  2. 

In  Camp,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  (in  accordance  with  an  order  to 
report  what  transpired  in  my  command  from  June  26  to  July  2)  that 
on  Thursday,  June  26,  I was  ordered  by  yourself  to  take  my  battery 
to  a position  on  the  Chickahominy  about  1 mile  below  the  Mechanics- 
ville  road,  and  to  hold  the  position  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt 
to  cross  there.  No  such  attempt  being  made  by  the  enemy,  I only 
waited  in  position  until  Friday  morning,  when,  the  enemy  having  been 
driven  below  this  point,  I,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  moved  my  battery 
back  to  camp,  together  with  a large  rifled  gun,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Masters. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  I took  command 
of  and  carried  this  large  gun  to  a point  on  the  Nine-mile  road  near 
the  farm  of  Dr.  Garnett,  at  which  point  I remained  until  Sunday  morn- 
ing, June  29,  when,  no  opportunity  offering  to  bring  it  to  bear  upon  the 
enemy,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  your  order,  moved  back  to  camp. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  I carried  the  same  piece  down  the  Dar- 
bytowii  road,  as  directed  by  you,  to  Fussell’s  farm,  near  the  scene  of 
the  fight  of  that  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  get  into  a position  from 
which  to  use  it  against  the  foe,  and  on  the  next  morning  returned  with 
it  to  camp.  With  the  execution  of  these  several  orders  ended  any 
part  taken  by  my  company  in  the  struggles  around  Eichmond. 

I will  take  occasion  to  say,  though  not  actually  engaged,  the  men 
acted  in  a manner  entirely  satisfactory,  and  evinced  an  earnest  desire 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  late  great  struggles  around  Eichmond;  but 
as  all  this  occurred  under  your  immediate  observation,  I will  only  add 
that  they  obeyed  all  orders  cheerfully  and  soldierly. 

Major,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  with  high  respect, 

JOHN  J.  ANOELL, 
Captain  Fluvanna  Light  Artillery. 

Maj.  Charles  Eichardson,  Comdg.  Seeond  Battalion,  Res.  Arty. 
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No.  217. 

Re])ort  of  Capt.  John  Milledge,  jr.^  Georgia  Battery^  of  operations  June 
2Q-Jidy  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines'^  Mill. 

Camp,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  (in  accordance  with  an  order  to 
report  what  transpired  in  my  command  between  June  26  and  July 
[2])  that  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  I was  ordered  by  yourself  to 
take  one  piece  (rifled)  down  the  river  (Chickahominy),  and  make  any 
disposition  of  it  which  I thought  would  bear  with  eftect  upon  any  of 
the  enemy's  forces  then  fighting  or  in  x^osition  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  Ascertaining  that  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  (said  to  be 
Griffin’s  New  York  battery)  was  in  position  near  the  edge  of  the  creek 
on  the  other  side,  and  was  busy  with  its  fire  upon  the  Maryland  Bat- 
tery, in  x)ositioii  on  the  Mechanicsville  hill,  I xfiaced  the  rifled  piece  in 
position  near  the  creek  and  oxiened  fire  on  the  New  York  battery, 
which  was  continued  about  an  hour,  as  far  as  I could  judge,  with  con- 
siderable accuracy  and  effect  j Lieutenant  [Jesse]  Thomxison  was  with 
me  in  charge  of  the  iiiece. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  at  daylight  my  company  was  detailed, 
by  order  of  General  Lee,  to  assist  in  the  management  of  one  of  the 
large  rifled  guns  under  command  of  Oax)tain  Masters.  Acting  with 
him,  we  carried  the  piece  some  IJ  miles  below  the  turnpike,  placed  it 
in  position,  and,  directing  its  fire  upon  such  xioiiits  of  the  enemy’s  lines 
as  seemed  most  stubborn,  worked  it  until  ordered  by  General  Lee  to 
cease  firing. 

Of  the  rest  of  the  part  performed  by  my  company  in  that  day’s 
attemi)t,  and  those  made  afterward  to  get  the  gun  where  it  could 
be  used,  in  obedience  to  orders,  of  the  zeal,  good  order,  and  general 
soldierl}"  spirit  disiilayed  during  the  interval  between  June  26  and 
July  2,  you  can  judge  as  well  as  myself,  and  to  your  candid  judgment 
I am  satisfied  to  leave  them  without  any  comment  from  me,  knowing- 
full  well  that  the  true  soldier’s  zealous  attempt  to  discharge  his  duty, 
though  that  duty  may  only  be  anxiously  waiting,  watching,  marching, 
and  remarching,  and  not  the  more  grateful  active  duty  of  the  battle- 
field, is  not  without  its  due  credit  in  your  eyes,  and  that  justice  will  be 
done  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  MILLEDGE,  Jr., 
Captain  Company  C,  Second  Artillery  Battalion. 

Maj.  Charles  Bichardson, 

Commanding  Second  Battalion^  Reserve  Artillery. 


No.  218. 

Report  of  lAeut.  James  Woolf  oik,  Ashland  ( Va.)  Artillery,  of  operations 

June  2(j-July  1. 

Hdqrs.  Co.  xA,  2d  Batt.,  Ees.  Arty.,  July  11,  1862. 
Sir:  In  x>Ri‘suance  of  your  orders  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing reiiort  of  the  service  of  this  battery  from  June  26  : 

At  this  date  we  were  on  x)icket  duty  at  Mrs.  Price’s  house,  ox)|)osite 
the  New  Bridge,  7 miles  from  Kichmond.  We  were  then  under  the 
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command  of  Colonel  Lee,  and  attaclied  to  [Third]  Brigade,  Colonel  An- 
derson commanding,  in  General  Jones’  division,  to  whom  we  reported 
Jane  II.  Nothing  occurred  on  the  26th  except  a little  harmless  shell- 
ing from  the  enemy’s  batteries  (four  in  number),  stationed  opposite  to 
us  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

On  tlie  afternoon  of  the  27th  we  were  ordered,  together  with  two  of 
Captain  Lane’s  gnus,  all  under  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Lee,  against  a 
strong  work  of  the  enemy  some  three-quarters  of  a mile  to  our  right 
and  front.  We  were  brought  into  position  in  an  open  field  about  600 
yards  from  the  enemy’s  works,  when  we  opened  upon  him  with  shell 
and  spherical  case  from  our  howitzers  (two  12-pounders)  and  with 
shell  and  shot  from  our  rifled  pieces  (two  3-inch  guns).  We  fir^d 
very  rapidly,  receiving  in  reply  an  incessant  fire  from  the  enemy’s  bat- 
tery, composed,  as  we  afterward  learned  from  prisoners,  of  thirteen 
breech-loading  guns,  sustaining  at  the  same  time  an  enfilading  fire 
from  their  sharpshooters.  After  an  engagement  of  about  thirty  minutes 
we  were  ordered  to  retire,  having  sustained  a loss  of  1 man  killed 
and  3 wounded.  Of  the  eftect  of  our  fire  I have  no  means  of  knowing, 
except  from  the  report  of  prisoners,  who  stated  that  their  loss  was  heavy 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  in  destruction  of  property. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th,  our  two  rifled  pieces  were  detached  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  New  Bridge  road,  and,  in  company  with  a portion  of 
Lane’s  and  Dabney’s  batteries,  to  shell  the  enemy  at  long  range.  This 
duty  was  performed  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  running- 
in  every  direction. 

On  the  29th  we  were  ordered,  under  the  command  of  Alajor  Garnett 
and  temporarily  in  support  of  General  Toombs’  brigade,  some  3 miles 
down  the  road,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  but  no  requisi- 
tion was  made  upon  us  for  active  service,  and  on  the  next  day,  June 
30,  we  were  relieved  and  sent  back  to  camp  to  recruit,  men  and  horses 
being  -^-ery  much  broken  down. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  this  command  I feel  it  my  duty  to  re- 
port that  they  behaved,  with  two  exceptions,  with  marked  coolness  and 
gallantry. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAAIES  WOOLFOLK, 

First  Lieut. ^ Comdg.  Ashland  Arty..,  Co.  A,  2d  Batt.,  Res.  Arty. 

Maj.  Charles  Bichardson, 

Commanding  Second  Battalion.,  Reserve  Artillery  Corps. 


No.  219. 

Report  of  Alaj.  William  Nelson^  commanding  Third  Battalion.,  of  opera- 
tions June  2Q-July  1,  including  the  actions  at  Garnett'’ s and  Golding'’ s 
Farms. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Battalion,  Keserve  Artillery, 
Fear  Richmond.,  Fu.,  July  12,  1862. 
General  : At  your  request  I respectfully  submit  to  you  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  my  proceedings,  as  also  of  my  command,  in  the  recent 
movements  of  our  army  in  the  defenses  of  Bichmond : 

In  obedience  to  yonr  order  I reported  early  Thursday  morning,  the 
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26tli  ultimo,  with  my  three  comx)anies  to  Lieut.  Col.  S.  D.  Lee,  chief  of 
artillery  for  Geueral  Magrucler’s  division,  who  ordered  me  to  post  two 
of  my  batteries  iu  Garuett’s  field  in  advance  of  our  main  line  and  in 
support  of  our  advanced  pickets  and  to  hold  the  other  in  reserve.  Cap- 
tains Kirkpatrick  and  Page,  with  their  batteries,  were  i)OSted  accord- 
ingly, and  Capt.  Charles  T.  Huckstep,  with  Iiis,  was  kept  in  reserve 
near  New  Bridge  Church. 

Nothing  of  interest  transpired  until  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy’s 
batteries  from  several  different  points  opened  fire  upon  the  whole  field, 
frequently  throwing  their  shells  very  near  us,  but  without  injury. 

These  two  batteries  were  withdrawn' to  a less  hazardous  position  after 
night,  and  replaced  before  light  the  next  morning,  Friday,  the  27th. 

In  the  early  part  of  Friday  I was  invited  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee 
to  reconnoiter  with  him  the  enemy’s  position  immediately  in  our  front, 
where  they  were  busily  engaged  on  an  advanced  line  of  works,  with  a 
view  to  stop  their  operations;  after  which  it  was  determined  that  I 
should  advance  one  section  of  howitzers  to  our  extreme  picket  line,  a 
little  to  the  right  of  our  position,  to  co-operate  with  other  pieces  which 
Colonel  Lee  would  post  on  the  left.  I was  to  be  ready  and  to  open  as 
soon  as  the  firing  on  my  left  commenced.  I requested  Captain  Kirk- 
patrick to  take  two  of  his  howitzers,  with  their  detachments,  to  the 
point  of  the  field  determined  on,  and  I accompanied  them.  His  pieces 
were  immediately  put  in  position  just  below  the  crest  of  the  hill  and 
loaded.  Very  soon  the  signal  on  onr  left  was  heard,  when  the  captain 
gave  the  order  and  the  firing  commenced  with  energy  and  efficiency, 
and  the  working  parties  were  soon  driven  from  their  position.  Imme- 
diately the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  batteries  at  four  different  points. 
After  the  working  parties  were  driven  off'  our  fire  was  aimed  at  one  of 
their  batteries  and  kept  up  until  the  limbers  were  emptied  of  ammuni- 
tion, when  the  firing  ceased  for  a very  short  time  for  the  caissons  to 
be  brought  up,  which  was  soon  done,  and  the  firing  recommenced  with 
vigor  and  kept  up  until  the  men  were  much  exhausted,  when  I re- 
quested the  ca])tain  to  cease  firing  and  let  his  men  sit  down  below  the 
crest  of  the  hill  and  rest.  During  this  whole  time  they  were  under  a 
heavy  fire  fiom  the  four  batteries  before  referred  to,  and  I take  pleasure 
in  saying  of  all,  officers  and  men,  tliat  they  did  their  duty  well. 

For  further  particulars  of  the  operations  of  this  company  and  results 
to  them  I refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  Captain  Kirk- 
patrick. 

The  position  occuiiied  by  Captain  Page’s  battery  was  peculiarly  try- 
ing, being  under  a hot  fire  during  part  of  Thursday  afternoon  and  on 
Friday,  without  being  able  to  return  it  at  all.  I was  fully  satisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men,  and  for  further  particulars 
of  their  operations  I refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  Cap- 
tain Page. 

Friday  afternoon  I was  asked  by  Colonel  Lee  for  one  rifle  gun  to 
co-operate  with  others  which  he  wished  to  try  the  enemy’s  position 
with,  and  I sent  the  rifle  of  Captain  lluckstep’s  battery,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Massie,  to  whose  report,  herewith,  1 refer  you  for  par- 
ticulars. This  gun  in  that  skirmish  was  well  managed  and  served  in 
every  i)arti(adar. 

Saturday  we  retained  our  former  positions  without  engaging  in  what 
took  ])lace  near  by,  but  Ixiing  under  fire  part  of  the  time. 

Sunday  morning  we  were  early  in  the  field,  and  late  in  the  day  ad- 
vanced with  the  division  toward  Fair  Oaks  Station,  on  the  York  Kiver 
Kailroad,  and  there  I was  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee  to  follow  on  with  the 
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reserve  at  a safe  distance  from  the  center  of  General  McLaws’  division. 
Doing  this,  we  staid  that  night  near  the  generafs  command,  on  the 
Williamsburg  road. 

Monday  morning  we  were  ordered  to  march  for  Allen’s  farm,  on 
James  Kiver,  by  the  way  of  the  Darby  town  road,  and  I was  ordered 
to  halt  my  command  about  2 miles  short  of  Allen’s  farm,  which  was 
done.  My  encampment  that  night  was  on  Eobertson’s  farm,  called 
Camp  Holly. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2,  1 was  ordered  to  take  all  the  rifle  guns  of 
my  command  to  the  front,  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon,  when 
we  were  ordered  back  to  Camp  Holly  with  them.  There  we  staid  until 
Friday,  the  4th,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  this  camp. 

I cannot  too  fully  express  my  thanks  for  and  api^reciation  of  the 
conduct  on  the  occasions  referred  to  of  Surg.  J.  E.  Page  and  Assistant 
Surgeons  Perrin  and  Hopkins;  also  Lieutenant  Massie  and  my  young 
aide  Mr.  E.  E.  Jones.  These  gentlemen  all  did  much  to  excite  my 
grateful  remembrance. 

With  gratitude  to  God  for  his  protection  and  care  over  us,  I respect- 
fully submit  this  report. 

WM.  NELSOK,  . 

Major j Commanding  Battalion. 


No.  220. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  L.  Massie^  Fluvanna  (Fa.)  Artillery^  of  operations 
' June  2%-Jidy  4,  including  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm. 

Camp  near  Eichmond,  Va., 

July  12,  1862. 

In  the  absence  of  Captain  Huckstei)  I submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  movements,  &c.,  of  the  Fluvanna  Artillery  during  the  recent  en- 
gagements before  Eichmond : 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  26,  we  proceeded  to  the  front  of  our 
lines  on  the  Nine-mile  road  (General  Magruder’s  division)  and  were 
placed  in  reserve  in  the  field  near  New  Bridge  Church. 

The  next  evening,  Friday,  our  rifle  gun  and  its  detachment  of  12 
men,  under  my  immediate  command,  were  ordered  to  take  position  in 
the  open  field  near  Dr.  Garnett’s  house,  where,  in  company  with  several 
otlier  batteries  (the  whole  under  command  of  Major  Garnett),  Ave  oiiened 
fire  upon  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  partially  concealed  by  woods. 
Our  fire  Avas  promptly  returned  by  at  least  four  batteries,  three  being 
entirely  concealed  by  the  woods  and  placed  obliquely  to  our  right,  thus 
giving  them  a cross-fire  upon  us  ; also  by  a line  of  sharpshooters  pro- 
tected by  rifle  pits  immediately  in  our  front  and  about  400  yards  dis- 
tant. The  fire  of  the  enemy  soon  became  very  Avarm,  and  as  Ave  were 
not  protected  by  either  works  or  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  Ave 
Avere  ordered  to  retire.  The  conduct  of  the  men  while  under  fire  was 
all  that  could  have  been  expected  or  desired. 

We  lost  in  this  skirmish  PiWate  N.  W.  Jennings,  who  was  killed  by 
a shell- wound  in  the  hip.  He  Avas  a good  soldier,  cheerful  and  prompt 
in  the  performancje  of  his  duties.  Private  S.  H.  Mayze  was  also 
wounded  slightly  on  the  hip.  We  also  lost  one  horse  permanently  dis- 
abled. 

We  were  unable  to  ascertain  the  result  of  our  firing,  as  the  woods 
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into  which  our  shells  were  thrown  soon  became  so  filled  with  smoke  as 
to  obscure  everything  from  view. 

We  retired  to  our  post  in  reserve,  where  we  were  kept  until  Monday 
morning,  June  30,  when  we  proceeded  to  Camp  Holly,  near  New  Market, 
there  rejoining  our  battalion. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2,  our  rifle  gun,  under  Captain  Huckstep,  was 
sent  to  the  front,  but  ordered  back  later  in  the  day  without  firing. 

We  were  held  in  reserve  at  Camp  Holly  until  Friday  morning,  July 
4,  when  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  L.  MASSIF, 
Lieutenant^  Fluvanna  Artillery. 

Maj.  William  Nelson,  Commanding  Third  Artillery  Battalion, 


No.  221. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  J.  KirkpatricJc,  Amherst  ( Va.)  Artillery ^ of  opera- 
tions June  2Q-July  2,  including  actions  at  Garnetfs  and  Golding^ s 

Farms. 

— , 1862. 

Major  : At  your  request  I submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  companj^  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Eichmond ; 

On  Thursday,  June  26,  we  proceeded  wTth  four  guns,  two  being  left, 
on  account  of  sickness  among  the  members  of  the  company,  to  the  front 
at  Garnett’s  farm.  We  were  stationed  at  a point  within  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns  in  front  and  on  our  left,  but  remained  undisturbed  till 
the  afternoon,  when  the  batteries  on  our  left  opened  a fire  upon  the 
whole  field.  Many  of  the  shell  came  near,  but  did  us  no  harm. 

The  next  morning  we  resumed  the  place  held  by  us  the  day  before. 

About  12  o’clock  we  were  ordered  to  take  a position  considerably 
advanced  and  to  our  right,  with  two  howitzers,  and  there  to  open  fire 
upon  a party  of  the  enemy  then  at  work  upon  the  rifle  pits  in  front  of 
their  works.  As  soon  as  our  fire  commenced  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  from  at  least  four  difierent  batteries,  firing  at  us  no  less  than  five 
diflerent  species  of  projectile. 

During  this  tire  Lieutenant  [William  E.J  Walton,  Corporal  Davidson, 
and  Privates  Hewitt  and  John  Goodwin  were  struck  by  fragments  of 
shell,  though  no  one  was  seriously  hurt.  At  the  other  guns,  which  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  a very  exposed  condition.  Private  Motley  was 
also  struck.  One  of  our  horses  was  killed  and  2 wounded. 

We  remained  in  the  advanced  position  till  about  4 ji.  m. 

I cannot  forbear  stating  just  here  that  you  were  present  with  us 
during  the  time  that  the  enemy’s  fire  was  concentrated  upon  us,  and  I 
feel  under  lasting  obligations  to  you  for  the  great  encouragement  and 
assistance  you  afforded  us,  inexperienced  as  we  were,  by  your  calm 
and  cheerful  courage,  as  well  as  by  advice  as  to  how  our  fire  should  be 
comlucted. 

On  Saturday  we  took  again  the  same  position  and  in  the  afternoon 
were  ordered  to  proceed  again  Avith  two  guns  to  the  position  just 
alluded  to,  in  order  to  open  tire  on  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  it  was 
supposed  had  been  evacuated.  Before  we  reached  the  position  the 
order  was  countermanded.  On  our  way  going  and  returning  we  were 
under  a heavy  fire. 
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On  Sunday  morning  at  10  o’clock  we  proceeded  with  General  Ma- 
griider’s  forces  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  down  the  Nine-mile  and  Will- 
iamsburg roads.  We  were  held  in  reserve,  though  under  fire,  during 
the  fight  on  Sunday  evening,  about  1 mile  below  the  Seven  Pines. 

On  Monday  we  returned  up  the  Williamsburg  road  with  the  same 
forces,  and  crossed  over  to  Camp  Holly,  where  we  were  held  in  reserve 
till  Friday,  when  our  battery  was  directed  back  to  camp. 

On  Thursday  my  rifle  piece,  under  Lieutenant  [George  W.]  Hobson, 
was  ordered  toward  the  front,  but  he  was  soon  directed  to  return. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  I was  assisted  in  the  engagement  of  Friday 
by  Lieutenants  Hobson  and  [John  F.]  Latham,  who  rendered  every 
possible  service  and  proved  themselves  both  competent  and  brave. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

THO.  J.  KIRKPATEICK, 
Captai7ij  Commanding  Amherst  Artillery. 

Maj.  William  Nelson, 

Commanding  Third  Battalion^  Reserve  Corps  Artillery. 


No.  222. 

Report  of  Capt.  R.  C.  M.  Page,  Morris  [Va.)  Artillery^  of  ope^'ations  June 
‘2Q-July  2,  including  actions  at  OarnetVs  and  Golding^ s Farms. 

Gamp  Third  Battalion,  Eeserve  Artillery, 

July  12,  1862. 

Major  : According  to  your  request  I respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  my  battery  during  the  late  engagements  before  Eich- 
mond : 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  26,  we  were  ordered  down  the  Nine- 
mile  road  as  far  as  Garnett’s  farm,  where  we  took  a position  on  the 
road  and  just  in  rear  of  our  extreme  picket  lines.  After  remaining 
here  for  about  two  hours  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  wdth  his  long- 
range  guns,  which  he  kept  up  for  some  time,  when,  by  order  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Lee,  we  shifted  our  position.  Here  again  we  were 
shelled  from  time  to  time  until  night,  when  we  withdrew,  resuming  our 
first  position  early  next  morning. 

On  this  day,  Friday,  our  position  was  shelled  constantly  throughout 
the  day  without  our  being  able  to  rei)ly,  as  we  had  orders  to  fire  only 
in  case  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  in  the  open  field. 

On  Saturday  after  the  middle  of  the  day  everything  became  quiet. 

On  Sunday,  about  10  a.  m.,  we  started  with  Major-General  Magru- 
der’s  forces  down  the  Nine-mile  and  Williamsburg  roads  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  and  went  as  far  as  Savage’s  farm,  where  we  rested  for  the 
night. 

Monday  morning  we  continued  our  march  and  reached  Hollywood, 
near  the  scene  of  the  terrible  conflict  of  Tuesday  evening. 

On  Wednesday  morning  our  rifled  pieces.  Lieutenant  [Charles  E.] 
Montgomery  commanding,  were  sent  to  the  front  to  reconnoiter,  and  re- 
turned in  the  evening.  At  this  camp  we  remained  until  Friday  morn- 
ing, when,  by  your  command,  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  C.  M.  PAGE, 

Captain^  Commanding  Morris  Ariillery, 

Maj.  William  Nelson,  Commanding. 
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Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Cutis,  commanding  Sumter  (Ga.)  Artillery  Bat- 
talion^ of  operations  June  26- July  1. 

Headquarters  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion, 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Ya.,  July  12,  1862. 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  June  26  to 
the  present  date : 

Capt.  John  Lane’s  company,  of  six  guns,  having  been  detached  from 
my  immediate  command,  I would  respectfully  submit  his  own  report 
for  your  consideration,  winch  please  find  inclosed. 

At  an  early  hour  on  June  26,  in  carrying  out  your  order  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  25th,  I rei)orted  myself  with  three  batteries — Capt.  H.  M. 
Ross,  with  six  guns,  Capt.  John  Y.  Price,  with  four  guns,  and  Capt. 
James  Ap  Blackshear,  also  with  four  guns — to  Major-General  Huger 
at  our  advance  lines  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  My  batteries  were 
held  in  reserve  to  support  General  Huger’s  command. 

On  the  evening  of  that  day  I was  joined  by  Lieutenant  [Thomas  A.] 
Maddox  with  one  gun  of  Capt.  S.  P.  Hamilton’s  battery.  Lieutenant 
Steiner,  of  the  same  company,  having  obtained  permission  to  report  to 
General  Toombs  with  two  guns  of  the  battery.  I have  had  no  report 
of  his  operations. 

AVith  the  above-mentioned  batteries,  in  all  fifteen  guns,  I remained 
personally  on  the  ground  in  rear  of  General  Huger’s  command,  and  near 
the  enemy’s  lines,  until  Sunday  morning,  the  29th,  and,  although  did 
no  actual  service  except  shelling  the  enemy’s  pickets  in  the  woods,  we 
were  at  all  times  ready  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  from  his  position  and 
sui)erior  force  were  hourly  expecting  an  engagement. 

On  the  29th,  being  informed  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their 
intrenchments  and  were  in  full  retreat  and  the  division  being  well  sup- 
plied with  artillery,  General  Huger  ordered  two  of  my  batteries — Cap- 
tains Price’s  and  Blackshear’s — back  to  our  camp  near  Richmond,  there 
to  be  held  in  reserve  to  await  orders.  Myself,  with  Captain  Ross’  bat- 
tery and  Lieutenant  Maddox,  with  his  gun,  were  assigned  to  General 
Wright’s  brigade  and  ordered  on  the  Charles  City  road.  The  whole 
command  was  delayed  in  moving  in  this  direction  by  a dispatch  from 
General  Magruder  asking  for  assistance  in  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  at 
night-fall  we  had  only  moved  a few  miles  on  the  Charles  City  road. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  General  Huger’s  advance  came  up  to 
the  enemy,  and  about  3 o’clock  1 was  ordered  forward  with  my  bat- 
teries. This  point  was  some  2 miles  north  of  the  battle  field  of  the 
same  day  where  Generals  Longstreet  and  Hill  engaged  the  enemy.  My 
batteries  arrived  promptly  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  ordered  into 
the  artillery  duel  then  going  on.  This  position  was  held  during  the 
night,  and  on  July  1,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  and  the  way  clear, 
we  moved  upon  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  My  now  small  command 
(seven  guns)  was  assigned  a yilace  near  the  battle-field  of  Tuesday,  the 
1st  instant,  and,  although  I am  sure  that  more  artillery  could  have 
been  ised  with  advantage  in  this  engagement,  and  also  that  my  com- 
mand could  have  done  good  service,  yet  I received  no  orders,  and 
therefore  I have  not  had  the  honor  to  participate  in  any  of  the  many 
engagements  for  the  protection  of  our  capital. 

The  position  assigned  nib  was  held  until  Monday,  the  7th  instant. 
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when,  by  General  Huger^s  order,  I returned  to  my  camp  at  this  x)lace, 
all  of  my  other  batteries  having  j)revionsly  returned. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Capt.  C.*  P.  Crawford  volunteered  to 
take  charge  of  one  of  Captain  Price’s  guns,  as  his  own  battery  was  not 
ready  for  the  field.  This  he  did,  and  remainedr  with  it  until  the  com- 
pany was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  companies  deserve  much  credit 
for  their  great  promptness  and  their  anxiety  to  share  the  dangers  and 
honors  Avith  those  noble  commands  who  fought  on  every  field. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  CUTTS, 

Lieut.  Col..,  Comdg.  First  Battalion^  Reserve  Corps. 

General  William  N".  Pendleton. 


No.  224. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Lane.,  Company  E,  Smnter  Artillery,  of  operations 
June  '2Q-July  3,  including  the  actions  at  Garnetfs  and  Golding^ s Farms, 
and  battle  of  Savage  Station. 

Camp  near  Oakwood  Cemetery, 

Juhj  12,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  ordel  to  report  the  part  my 
company  took  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Eichmond  from  June 
26  to  the  present  date  I submit  the  following 

On  June  25  the  remainder  of  my  company"  (two  sections)  was  or- 
dered to  join  one  section  which  had  been  on  picket  duty  at  Mrs.  Price’s 
house  for  twelve  days,  being  engaged  with  the  enemy  from  behind  our 
earthworks  more  or  less  every  day  in  artillery  duels  across  the  Chick- 
ahoniiny,  in  one  of  which  I lost  1 man  killed  on  the  26th. 

On  the  27th  I was  ordered  to  engage  a battery  of  the  enemy  near 
the  house  of  Dr.  Garnett.  I took  x)osition  in  the  open  field  in  front  of 
the  enemy’s  battery,  which  was  protected  by  formidable  earthworks. 
In  an  engagement  of  an  hour  I lost  2 men  killed  and  4 wounded,  and 
withdrew  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee.  In  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  I was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  a second  time, 
taking  position  farther  to  our  right,  where  I was  under  a heavy  fire 
from  three  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  as  well  as  their  sharpshooters,  and 
retired  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee  with  a loss  of  1 man 
wounded  and  a horse  killed. 

On  the  28th  I was  ordered,  with  a section  of  my  battery,  to  take  posi- 
tion near  the  Chickahominy  on  the  New  Bridge  road,  and  open  on  the 
enemy  near  Mr.  Golding’s  house,  which  I did,  assisted  by  a section  of 
Captain  Woolfolk’s  battery  and  one  piece  of  Captain  [W.  J.j  Dabney’s 
battery,  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy  from  his  position  in  the 
greatest  confusion. 

On  the  29th  1 was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Cobb  as  reserve 
artillery  for  his  brigade,  which  I joined  and  went  with  until  noon,  when 
I was  ordered  to  the  front  at  the  earthworks  of  the  enem^'  on  the  north 
side  of  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  where  I exchanged  a few  shots  with 
the  enemy,  who  being  still  in  retreat,  I followed  on  with  the  brigade 
to  the  bridge  across  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  where  I was  put  into 
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position  to  resist  a threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  that  point  and 
was  uuder  the  enemy’s  fire  during-  the  engagement,  which  lasted  until 
dark,  I maintaining  onr  position  during  the  night. 

On  the  30th  I was  engaged  during  the  day  in  moving  to  a position  on 
the  Charles  City  road. 

On  July  1 took  a position  assigned  me  on  the  field.  Just  before  the 
engagement  commenced  my  section  of  Parrott  guns  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  but  a short  time  after  the  engagement  commenced  were  ordered 
back  to  a position  farther  in  the  rear,  being  still  under  the  enemy’s 
fire,  where  L remained  during  the  engagement,  my  only  loss  being  1 man 
wounded. 

On  the  2d  I maintained  the  position  of  the  i3revious  day  until  it  was 
ascertained  the  enemy  had  fled. 

On  the  3d  I returned  to  camp  near  Eichmond,  by  order  of  General 
Lee,  where  I have  remained  ever  since. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LANE, 

Captain  Company  JE,  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion. 

Col.  A.  S.  CUTTS, 

Commanding  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion. 


No.  225. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown.,  First  Virginia  Artillery^  of  operations 

June  21 -July  2. 

Camp  at  Kandolph’s  Farm,  Va., 

July  14,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  July  11  I herewith  forward 
to  you  a report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  Thursday,  .Tune 
26,  to  the  present  time: 

My  command,  with  the  exception  ot  the  batteries,  of  which  a more 
detailed  account  will  be  subsequently  given,  after  having  been  in  camp 
in  its  present  position  for  some  days,  was  moved  on  Friday,  June  27, 
to  a point  near  Mrs.  Price’s  farm,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  action. 

On  Saturday,  28th,  it  w^as  moved  back  to  its  present  x)osition. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  it  was  moved  to  a point  on  the  Darby  town  road 
about  IJ  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  New  Market  road,  where  it 
remained  without  being  called  for  until  Thursday,  July  3,  when,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  Pendleton,  it  returned  to  its  old  camp 
at  Kandolph’s  farm,  where  it  now  awaits  orders. 

The  batteries  which  during  this  period  were  separated  from  the  com- 
mand are  the  following:  Third  Howitzers,  Capt.  Benjamin  H.  Smith, 
jr. ; Eichmond  Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  [William  I.]  Clopton  com- 
manding, and  Williamsburg  Artillery,  Captain  [John  A.]  Coke.  The 
first  of  tliese  (Third  Howitzers,  Capt.  B.  H.  Smith)  having  been  ordered 
to  join  Featherston’s  brigade.  General  Longstreet’s  division,  reached 
M(‘chanicsville  at  10  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  June  26. 

On  Friday,  27th,  it  was  engaged  with  good  effect  at  Catlin’s  house, 
one  section  being  in  the  orchard  and  the  other  to  the  right  of  the  house. 
They  continued  their  fire  until  the  enemy  left  the  field. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  it  was  again  engaged  at  Gaines’  farm, 
the  three  howitzers  being  stationed  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the  barn, 
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whence  they  shelled  the  enemy’s  position  in  the  woods.  The  Parrott 
piece  on  the  right  of  the  barn  engaged  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Ohickahominy,  thus  drawing  a raking  fire  away 
from  our  infantry  while  charging  the  enemy’s  position.  The  Parrott 
gun  continued  to  fire  until  the  enemy’s  battery  became  silent,  but  I 
myself,  being  accidently  present,  withdrew  the  howitzers  early  in  the 
evening.  They  were  inefficient  against  the  battery  because  of  their 
short  range,  and  they  could  no  longer  shell  the  enemy’s  infantry  with- 
out endangering  our  own  troops. 

This  battery  was  subsequently  engaged  on  this  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy  in  the  battle  of  Monday,  30th,  near  Enroughty’s  house.  It 
fired  but  a few  rounds,  still  it  was  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  artillery 
and  infantry. 

The  battery  was  not  engaged  on  Tuesday,  and  has  now  rejoined  its 
regiment. 

The  only  loss  sustained  was  1 man  wounded  on  Monday,  30th,  and 
2 horses  shot  on  Friday,  27th. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the  entire  series  of  fights  commanded  the 
approval  of  their  captain.  I myself  saw  them  acting  well  on  the  even- 
ing of  Friday,  June  27. 

The  Eichmond  Fayette  Artillery  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Lewis  M.]  Coleman,  reported,  by  order  of 
General  Pendleton,  to  General  Lee,  at  Mechanicsville,  on  the  evening 
of  Friday,  June  27.  They  followed  the  advancing  army  to  headquarters 
of  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet,  at  Hogan’s  house,  and  were  kex)t  in 
reserve  during  the  battle  of  Friday  evening. 

On  Saturday  Colonel  Coleman  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  in 
the  absence  of  Maj.  E.  L.  Walker,  sick  in  Eichmond,  acted  as  chief  of 
artillery  until  Wednesday,  July  2,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  The 
two  batteries  under  his  command  from  this  regiment  accompauied  Gen- 
eral Hill  in  his  passage  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  The  Fayette  Artillery  was 
attached  to  Branch’s  brigade  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery  held  in 
reserve.  The  Fayette  Artillery  was  placed  in  position  both  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  evening  and  exposed  to  a sharp  artillery  fire  on  both 
occasions,  but  was  not  allowed  to  fire.  The  Williamsburg  Artilleiy 
returned  to  its  regiment  on  Tuesday,  July  1. 

The  men  of  the  Fayette  Artillery,  as  well  as  the  officers,  exhibited 
sufficient  coolness  and  alacrity  under  fire.  The  Williamsburg  Artillery", 
being  in  reserve,  had  no  opportunity  to  do  anything  amid  the  great 
superabundance  of  artillery  and  the  scanty  use  that  was  made  of  it. 
^^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TnOMPSOi7  BEOWE, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Virginia  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton. 


No.  22(). 

Guns  captured  at  Frazier's  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill,  taken  from  the  field  by  Col.  J.  T.  Brown,  First  Regiment  Virginia  Artillery. 
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No.  227. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jachson^  C.  8.  Army.,  commanding  Second 

Corps ^ of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill,  engagement  at  White  Oah  Swamp 

Bridge.,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hbqrs.  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  20,  1863. 

Major  : I forward  lierewitli  my  ofiScial  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  other  engagements  in 
which  it  participated  in  front  of  Eichmond  last  summer. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Walter  H.  Taylor, 

A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  20,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a report  of 
the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  other  en- 
gagements before  Eichmond. 

On  June  17  last,  leaving  the  cavalry  and  Chew’s  battery  under  Brig- 
adier-General Eobertson  near  Harrisonburg;  Whiting’s  division,  then 
near  Staunton,  and  Ewell’s  and  Jackson’s,  near  Weyer’s  Cave;  Augusta 
County,  Virginia,  moved  toward  Eichmond.  Lawton’s  brigade,  subse- 
quently of  Jackson’s  division,  being  part  at  Staunton  and  part  near 
Weyer’s  Cave,  moved  with  the  troops  nearest  their  positions.  Subse- 
quently Colonel  Munford,  with  his  cavalry,  marched  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. 

On  June  25  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Ashland,  on  the  Eichmond, 
Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Eailroad,  about  12  miles  from  Eichmond. 

The  division  of  Brigadier-General  Whiting  embraced  the  Texas 
Brigade,  General  Hood,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Law  command- 
ing, with  the  batteries  of  Eeilly  and  Balthis. 

The  division  of  Major-General  Ewell — the  Fourth  Brigade,  General 
A.  Elzey;  the  Seventh  Brigade,  General  Trimble ; the  Eighth  Brigade, 
Col.  I.  G.  Seymour,  and  the  Maryland  Line,  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 
with  the  batteries  of  Brockenbrough,  Carrington,  and  Courtney. 

Jackson’s  division — the  First  Brigade,  General  Charles  S.  Winder;  the 
Second  Brigade,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Cunningham  commanding;  the  Third 
Brigade,  Col.  S.  V.  Fulkerson  commanding,  and  the  Fourth  Brigade, 
General  A.  E.  Lawton,  with  the  batteries  of  Poague,  Carpenter,  and 
Wooding. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
commanding  general,  I took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Cold  Harbor, 
Whiting’s  division  in  front. 

Pursuing  the  Ashcake  road,  we  crossed  the  Central  Eailroad  about 
10  a.  m.  Approaching  the  Totopotomoy  Creek,  the  Federal  picket 
crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  stream  and  partially  destroyed  the 
bridge,  and  by  felling  trees  across  the  road  farther  on  attempted  to 
delay  our  advance.  After  the  Texas  skirmishers  had  gallantly  crossed 
over  and  Eeilly  shelled  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  it,  in  order  that  we  might  safely  effect  a lodgment  beyond  the 
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creek,  Whiting  rapidly  repaired  the  bridge  and  the  marcli  was  re- 
sumed. 

That  night  the  three  divisions  bivouacked  near  Hundley’s  Corner. 
While  there  some  skirmishing  took  place  with  detachments  of  the  en- 
emy, in  which  Brockenbrough’s  battery,  the  First  Maryland,  Thirteenth 
Virginia,  and  Sixth  Louisiana  Eegiments  participated. 

We  were  now  approaching  the  ground  occuiiied  by  that  portion  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  McClellan  which  was  posted  north  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  His  right  was  then  resting  upon  Mechanicsville,  from  which 
point  his  lines  extended  some  miles  down  the  river.  As  our  route  that 
day  inclined  toward  the  south  and  brought  us  in  the  direction,  but  to 
the  left,  of  Mechanicsville,  we  distinctly  heard  the  rapid  and  continued 
discharges  of  cannon,  announcing  the  engagement  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill  with  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy. 

Early  the  next  morning  (27th)  the  three  divisions  resumed  the  inarch. 
General  Ev/ell  in  the  lead.  After  crossing  Beaver  Ham  we  halted  to 
dislodge  a force  of  the  enemy  observed  on  our  right  near  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  road  then  occupied  by  us  with  the  road  leading  from  Mechan- 
icsville to  Bethesda  Church.  But  the  Federals  observing  the  division 
of  General  H.  H.  Hill,  then  coming  into  view,  and  which  was  advanc- 
ing from  IMechanicsville  toward  the  point  of  intersection,  and  at  the 
same  time  seeing  General  Ewell  moving  down  from  my  command,  they 
promptly  abandoned  their  position  and  fell  back.  The  enemy,  seen  by 
us,  as  before  stated,  on  our  right,  having  fallen  back,  and  the  road 
being  open  for  pressing  farther  along  his  rear,  the  march  was  resumed 
toward  Walnut  Grove  Church,  where  I again  halted  until  General  A. 
P.  Hill  came  up.  Continuing  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  the  commanding 
general  I inclined  to  the  left  and  advanced  on  Cold  Harbor,  while 
General  A.  P.  Hill  moved  toward  the  same  point  by  a different  road 
to  the  right.  The  enemy  having  obstructed  the  road  which  I had 
taken,  ami  adopted  the  additional  precaution  to  delay  my  march  by 
defending  the  obstructions  with  sharpshooters,  it  became  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  time,  to  take  a road  still  farther  to  the  left.  The 
time  consumed  in  this  delay  threw  me  in  rear  of  General  D.  H.  Hill, 
who  had  moved  by  Bethesda  Church.  Upon  reaching  and  passing 
Cold  Harbor  about  half  a mile  his  division  was  opened  upon  by  a 
heavy  fire  from  a position  on  his  right  and  also  from  artillery  in  his 
front. 

Soon  after  General  A.  P.  Hill  became  engaged,  and  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  ground,  and  apynehensive,  from  what  apx)eared  to 
me  to  be  the  respective  iiositions  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  forces 
engaged,  that  if  1 then  iiressed  forward  onr  troops  would  be  mistaken 
for  the  enemy  and  be  fired  into,  and  hojiing  that  Generals  A.  P.  Hill 
and  Longstreet  would  soon  drive  the  Federals  toward  me,  I directed 
General  H.  H.  Hill  to  im^ve  his  division  to  the  left  of  the  road,  so  as 
to  leave  between  him  and  the  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road  an  open 
space,  across  which  I hoped  the  enemy  would  be  driven.  Thus  ar- 
ranged, it  was  in  our  power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe  in  case  the 
eneiny  should  be  driven  as  expected.’  Major-General  Stuart,  who  had 
been  covering  my  left  with  his  cavalry,  Avas  also  posted  so  as  to  charge 
should  the  h'ederals  attempt  to  retreat  to  the  Painunkey  by  Cold  Harbor  j 
biifit  soon  becoming  apparent,  from  the  direction  and  sound  of  the  firing, 
that  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  hard  i)rcsse(l,  I ordered  a general  advance 
of  my  entir(‘  corjAS,  which  commenced  with  General  H.  H.  Hill  upon  the 
left,  and  extending  to  the  riglit  through  Ewell’s,  Jackson’s,  and  Whit- 
ing’s divisions,  i)osted  from  left  to  right  in  the  order  named. 
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The  Federal  commander  had  withdrawn  his  troops  from  their  posi 
tions  west  of  tlie  Powliite,  a small  tributary  of  the  Ohickahominy,  and 
had  concentrated  them  in  strong  positions  near  Cold  Harbor  and  east 
of  that  creek.  The  ground  which  had  been  selected  to  receive  our 
attack  had  natural  advantages  for  defenses  and  was  strengthened  by 
artilicial  Avorks.  His  forces  were  posted  upon  an  eleA^ated  ridge  run- 
ning nearly  i^arallel  to  the  Ohickahomihy,  his  right  resting  near  Mc- 
G checks  house,  and  his  left  upon  an  abrupt  bluff,  surmounted  by  artillery 
and  protected  by  a deep  ravine  and  a double  line  of  breastworks  for 
infantry.  This  position  on  the  ridge  was'further  favored  on  his  right 
by  points  still  more  elevated  rising  in  his  rear,  well  adapted  for  bat- 
teries, from  which  a destructive  tire  could  be  maintained  against  an 
advancing  line  over  the  heads  of  his  OAvn  infantry.  In  his  front  was 
a wood  of  deep  and  tangled  undergrowth,  through  which  a sluggish 
stream  trussed,  converting  into  swamp  or  marsh  the  adjacent  soil.  This 
natural  obstruction  was  further  increased  by  felled  timber,  designed  to 
retard  the  advance  of  our  troops  and  to  keep  them  as  long  as  possible 
exj)osed  to  tire. 

in  advancing  to  the  attack  General  D.  H.  Hill  had  to  cross  this 
swamp,  densely  covered  with  tangled  undergrowth  and  young  timber. 
This  caused  some  confusion  and  a separation  of  regiments.  On  the 
farther  edge  of  the  swamp  he  encountered  the  enemy.  The  conflict 
was  tierce  and  bloody.  The  Federals  fell  back  from  the  wood  under 
the  protection  of  a fence,  ditch,  and  hill.  Separated  now  from  them  by 
an  open  field  some  400  yards  wide,  he  promptly  determined  to  press 
forward.  Before  doing  so,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  capture  a 
battery  on  his  left  which  could  enfilade  his  line  upon  its  advance. 
To  efiect  this  he  sent  two  regiments  of  Elzey’s  brigade,  which  had  be- 
come separated  from  their  command,  to  go  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and 
ordered  Colonel  [Alfred]  Iverson,  with  the  Twentieth  North  Carolina 
and  the  First  and  Third  North  Carolina  Eegiments,  to  make  the  attack 
in  front.  The  order  was  promptly  and  gallantly  obeyed  and  carried 
into  execution  by  Colonel  Iverson  with  the  Twentieth  North  Carolina. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  advance.  The  battery  was  captured 
with  severe  loss  and  held  for  a short  time — sufficiently  long,  however, 
to  enable  the  division  to  move  on  free  from  its  terrific  tire,  when  it  was 
retaken  by  the  enemy.  Again  pressing  forward,  the  Federals  again 
fell  back,  but  onlj^  to  select  a position  for  a more  obstinate  defense, 
Avhen  at  dark — under  the  pressure  of  our  batteries,  which  had  then 
begun  to  play  with  marked  efiect  upon  the  left,  of  the  other  concurring 
events  of  the  field,  and  of  the  bold  and  dashing  charge  of  General  HilPs 
infantry,  in  which  the  trooi)s  of  General  C.  S.  Winder  joined — the  enemy 
yielded  the  field  and  fled  in  disorder. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Ewell,  on  General  D.  H.  Hill’s  right,  had 
moved  the  Fourth  Brigade,  General  Elzey,  to*the  left  of  the  road  pass- 
ing from  Gaines’  house  to  McGehee’s,  and  a portion  of  the  Seventh,  Gen- 
eral Trimble,  and  the  Eighth  Brigade  into  the  wood  on  the  right  of  that 
road.  Having  crossed  the  swamp  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the 
hill,  his  division  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  For  tAvo 
hours  assailed  in  front  and  flank  by  superior  numbers,  without  re-en- 
forCement,  Colonel  Seymour,  then  commanding,  liaAdng  fallen,  the 
Eighth  Brigade  was  drawn  from  the  field,  but  the  line  was  still  held  by 
a i)ortion  of  General  Trimble’s.  The  Fifth  Texas  and  a part  of  the 
Hampton  Legion  now  came  to  his  support,  and  rendered  important 
service  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  arriA'al  of  General 
Lawton,  of  Jackson’s  division,  enabled  him  to  assume  the  ofiensive. 
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Lawton,  after  aiding  in  clearing  the  front,  wheeled  apart  of  his  brigade 
to  the  right,  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  oi)ened  the  Vv^ay  for  tlie 
remainder  of  Trimble’s  brigade,  which  advanced  to  the  field  beyond  the 
wmods.  General  Ewell’s  troops,  having  now  exhausted  their  own  am- 
munition and  in  many  cases  such  as  they  could  gather  from  the  dead 
and  wounded  and  having  been  engaged  for  more  than  four  hours,  the 
most  of  them  withdrew  from  the  field  about  dusk. 

The  four  brigades  of  Jackson’s  division  did  not  act  togetlier  during 
the  engagement,  but  were  called  to  separate  fields  of  service.  In  pur- 
suance of  the  order  to  charge  the  enemy’s  front,  the  First  Virginia  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  General  C.  S.  Winder,  moved  forward  through 
the  swamp,  and  upon  emerging  into  the  open  field  its  ranks,  broken  by 
the  obstacles  encountered,  were  reformed.  Meeting  at  that  point  with 
the  Hami)ton  Legion,  First  Maryland,  Twelfth  Alabama,  Fifty-second 
Virginia,  and  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  they  were  formed  upon  his  line. 
Thus  formed,  they  moved  forward  under  the  lead  of  that  gallant  officer, 
whose  conduct  here  was  marked  by  the  coolness  and  couriige  which  dis- 
tinguished him  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  valley.  The  enemy  met  this 
advance  with  spirit  and  firmness.  His  well-directed  artillery  and  heavy 
musketry  i)layed  with  destructive  effect  upon  our  advancing  line. 
Nothing  daunted  by  the  fall  of  officers  and  men,  thinning  their  ranks 
at  every  step,  these  brave  men  moved  steadily  forward,  driving  the  en- 
emy from  i)oint  to  point,  until  he  was  finally  driven  from  his  last  posi- 
tion, some  300  yards  beyond  McGehee’s  house,  when  night  prevented 
further  pursuit. 

In  the  charge  near  McGehee’s  house,  Colonel  [ J.  W.]  Allen,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Virginia  Infantry,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Five  guns, 
numerous  small-arms,  and  many  x)risoners  were  among  the  fruits  of  this 
rapid  and  resistless  advance.  General  Keynolds  and  an  officer  of  his 
staff',  who  lingered  on  this  side  of  the  river  after  the  Federal  troops 
had  crossed  over,  were  among  the  number  of  i)risoners. 

The  Second  Brigade,  by  request  of  General  Wilcox,  was  removed  to 
a point  of  woods  about  half  a mile  from  the  river.  When  it  reached 
there  the  enemy  had  already  been  repulsed  at  that  point  by  a flank 
movement  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson. 

The  Third  Brigade  was  sent  to  support  General  Whiting’s  attack  ui)on 
the  enemy’s  left,  but  reached  there  only  in  time  to  witness  the  evidences 
of  a bloody  triumph  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
gallant  Texas  Brigade.  Col.  S.  V.  Fulkersou,  commanding  the  bri- 
gade, fell  mortally  wounded  shortly  after  his  arrival  on  the  si)ot. 
General  Lawton,  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  after  rendering  timely  and 
important  support,  before  described,  to  General  Ewell’s  command, 
pressed  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  driving  the  enemy  before  him,  and  co- 
operating in  that  general  charge  late  in  the  evening  that  closed  the 
labors  of  the  day. 

On  my  extreme  right  General  Whiting  advanced  his  division  through 
the  same  dense  forest  and  swamp,  emerging  from  the  wood  into  the 
field  near  the  public  road  and  at  the  head  of  the  deep  ravine  which 
covered  the  enemy’s  left.  Advancing  thence  through  a number  of 
retreating  and  disordered  regiments  he  came  within  range  of  the 
enemy’s  lire,  who,  concealed  in  an  open  wood  and  protected  by  breast- 
works, i)oured  a destructive  fire  for  a quarter  of  a mile  into  his  ad- 
vancing line,  under  which  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell.  Dashing 
on  with  unfaltering  step  in  the  face  of  those  murderous  discharges  of 
canister  and  musketry  General  Hood  and  Colonel  Law,  at  the  heads 
of  their  respective  brigades,  rushed  to  the  charge  with  a yell.  Moving 
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down  a precipitous  ravine,  leaping  ditch  and  stream,  clambering  up  a 
difficult  ascent,  and  exposed  to  an  incessant  and  deadly  tire  from  the 
intrenchments,  these  brave  and  determined  men  pressed  forward,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  his  well-selected  and  fortitied  position. 

In  this  charge,  in  which  upward  of  1,000  men  fell  killed  and  wounded 
before  the  tire  of  the  enemy  and  in  vviiich  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery 
and  nearly  a regiment  were  captured,  the  Fourth  Texas,  under  the  lead 
of  General  Hood,  was  the  first  to  pierce  these  strongholds  and  seize 
the  guns.  .Although  swept  from  their  defenses  by  this  rapid  and  almost 
matchless  display  of  daring  and  valor,  the  well-disciplined  Federals 
continued  in  retreat  to  fight  with  stubborn  resistance. 

A])prehensive,  from  their  superior  numbers  and  sullen  obstinac^^, 
that  the  enemy  might  again  rally,  General  Whiting  called  upon  General 
Longstreet  for  re-enforcements.  He  promptly  sent  forward  General  R. 
H.  Anderson’s  brigade,  wliich  came  in  gallant  style  to  his  support,  and 
the  enemy  was  driven  to  the  lower  part  of  the  plateau.  The  shouts  of 
triumph  which  rose  from  our  brave  men  as  they,  unaided  by  artillery, 
had  stormed  this  citadel  of  their  strength,  were  promptly  carried  from 
line  to  line,  and  the  triumphant  issue  of  this  assault,  with  the  well- 
directed  fire  of  the  batteries  and  successful  charges  of  Hill  and  Winder 
upon  tbe  enemy’s  right,  determined  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Fed- 
erals, routed  at  every  point  and  aided  by  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
escaped  across  the  Ohickahominy. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  action  the  artillery  could  not  be  eftect- 
ively  used.  At  an  advanced  stage  of  it  Maj.  John  Pelham,  of  Stuart’s 
Horse  Artillery,  bravely  dashed  forward  and  opened  on  the  Federal 
batteries  posted  on  the  left  of  our  infantry.  Ee-enforced  by  the  guns  of 
Brockenbrough,  Carrington,  and  Courtney,  of  mycommand,  our  artillery 
now  numbered  about  thirty  pieces.  Their  fire  was  well  directed  and 
elfective,  and  contributed  to  the  successful  issue  of  the  engagement. 

On  tlie  following  day,  the  28th,  General  Ewell,  i)receded  by  a cavalry 
force,  advanced  down  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  to  Dispatch 
Station  and  destroyed  a portion  of  the  railroad  track. 

On  the  29th  he  moved  his  division  to  the  vicinity  of  Bottom’s  Bridge 
to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  that  point,  but  on  the  following  day 
was  ordered  to  return  to  co-operate  with  the  movements  of  the  corps. 

The  28th  and  29th  were  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  and  repairing  Grapevine  Bridge,  over  the  Chickahominy, 
which  McClellan’s  forces  had  used  in  their  retreat  and  destroyed  in 
their  rear. 

During  the  night  of  the  29th  we  commenced  crossing  the  Chicka- 
hominy, and  on  the  following  morning  arrived  at  Savage  Station,  on 
the  Eichmond  and  York  Eiver  Railroad,  where  a summer  hospital, 
remarkable  for  the  extent  and  convenience  of  its  accommodations,  fell 
into  our  possession.  In  it  were  about  2,500  sick  and  wounded,  besides 
some  500  persons  having  chai’ge  of  the  patients. 

Many  other  evidences  of  tlie  hurried  and  disordered  flight  of  the 
enemy  were  now  visible — blankets,  clothing,  and  other  supplies  had 
been  recklessly  abandoned.  1).  H.  Hill,  who  had  the  advance,  gathered 
up  probably  1,000  stragglers  and  so  many  small-arms  that  it  became 
necessary  to  detach  two  regiments  to  take  charge  of  them  and  to  see  to 
the  security  of  the  prisoners. 

About  noon  we  reached  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  here  the  enemy 
made  a determined  efibrt  to  retard  our  advance  and  thereby  to  prevent 
an  immediate  junction  between  General  Longstreet  and  myself.  We 
found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the  ordinary  ])lace  of  crossing  com- 
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mancled  by  their  batteries  on  the  opposite  side,  and  all  approach  to  it 
barred  by  detachments  of  sharpshooters,  concealed  in  a dense  wood 
close  by. 

A battery  of  twenty-eight  guns  from  Hill’s  and  Whiting’s  artillery 
was  placed  by  Col.  S.  Crutchfield  in  a favorable  position  for  driving 
off  or  silencing  the  opposing  artillery.  About  2 p.  m.  it  opened  sud- 
denly upon  the  enemy.  He  fired  a few  shots  in  reply  and  then  with- 
drew from  that  position,  abandoning  part  of  his  artillery.  Captain 
Wooding  was  immediately  ordered  near  the  bridge  to  shell  the  sharp- 
shooters from  the  woods,  which  was  accomplished,  and  Munford’s  cav- 
alry crossed  the  creek,  but  was  soon  compelled  to  retire.  It  was  soon 
seen  that  the  enemy  occupied  such  a position  beyond  a thick  interven- 
ing wood  on  the  right  of  the  road  as  enabled  him  to  command  the  cross- 
ing. Captain  Wooding’s  battery  was  consequently  recalled  and  our 
batteries  turned  in  the  new  direction.  The  fire  so  opened  on  both  sides 
was  kept  up  until  dark.  We  bivouacked  that  night  near  the  swamp. 

A heavy  cannonading  in  front  announced  the  engagement  of  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  at  Frazier’s  farm  and  made  me  eager  to  press  forward; 
but  the  marsh}^  character  of  the  soil,  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  over 
the  marsh  and  creek,  and  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy  for  defend- 
ing the  passage  prevented  my  advancing  until  the  following  morning. 
During  the  night  the  Federals  retired.  The  bridge  was  rapidly  repaired 
by  Whiting’s  division,  which  soon  after  crossed  over  and  continued  the 
pursuit,  in  which  it  was  followed  by  the  remainder  of  my  corps. 

At  White  Oak  we  captured  a portion  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and 
also  found  another  hospital  with  about  350  sick  and  wounded,  which 
fell  into  our  hands. 

Upon  reaching  Frazier’s  farm  I found  General  Longstreet’s  advance 
near  the  road.  The  commanding  general  soon  after  arrived,  and  in 
pursuance  of  his  instructions  I continued  to  press  forward.  The  head 
of  my  advancing  column  was  soon  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  never- 
theless continued  to  fall  back  until  he  reached  Malvern  Hill,  which 
strong  position  he  held  in  force.  General  Whiting  was  directed  to  move 
to  the  left  and  take  position  on  the  Poindexter  farm  : General  D.  H. 
Hill  to  take  position  farther  to  the  right ; Taylor’s  brigade,  of  General 
EwelTs  division,  to  move  forward  between  the  divisions  of  Hill  and 
Whiting;  the  remainder  of  Ewell’s  division  to  remain  in  rear  of  the 
first  line.  Jackson’S  division  was  halted  near  Willis’  Church  in  the 
wood  and  held  in  reserve. 

General  D.  H.  Hill  pursued  the  route  indicated,  crossing  an  open 
field  and  creek.  His  troops  were  then  brought  in  full  range  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery  and  suffered  severely.  Brigadier-General  Anderson 
was  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field.  The  division  was  halted  un- 
der the  cover  of  a wood,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  for  a more  par- 
ticular examination  of  the  ground  in  front.  The  enemy  in  large  force 
were  found  strongly  ])osted  on  a commanding  hill,  all  the  approaches 
to  which  in  the  direction  of  my  position  could  be  swept  by  his  artil- 
lery and  were  guarded  by  infantry.  The  nearest  batteries  could  only 
be  approached  by  traversing  an  open  space  of  300  or  400  yards,  exposed 
to  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry. 

The  commanding  general  had  issued  an  order  that  at  a given  signal 
there  should  be  a general  advance  of  the  whole  line.  General  D.  H. 
Hill,  hearing  ^yhat  he  believed  to  be  the  signal,  with  great  gallantry 
pressed  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy,  l^ot  supported  by  a general 
advance,  as  he  had  anticipated,  he  soon  saw  that  it  was  impossible  with- 
out support  to  sustain  himself  long  against  such  overwhelming  num- 
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bers.  He  accordingly  sent  to  me  for  re-enforcements.  I ordered  that 
portion  of  General  EwelPs  division  held  in  reserve  and  Jackson’s  divis- 
ion to  his  relief;  but  from  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  obstruc- 
tior  s caused  by  the  swamp  and  undergrowth,  through  which  they  had 
to  march,  none  reached  him  in  time  to  afford  him  the  desired  support. 

General  Hill,  after  suffering  a heavy  loss  and  inflicting  a severe  one 
111)011  the  enemy,  withdrew  from  the  open  field.  In  the  mean  time  the 
re-enforcements  ordered — after  struggling  with  the  difficulties  of  their 
route,  and  exposed  to  the  shelling  of  the  enemy,  which  was  continued 
until  about  10  p.  m. — came  up  too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement 
that  evening. 

On  my  left  General  Whiting  moved  his  division,  as  directed,  to  a 
field  on  the  Poindexter  farm.  Batteries  were  ordered  up.  The  posi^ 
tion  of  the  enemy,  as  already  shown,  naturally  commanding,  was  mate- 
rially strengthened  by  the  judicious  distribution  of  his  artillery.  The 
first  battery  placed  in  position,  finding  itself  exposed  to  the  superior 
cross-fire  of  the  enemy,  was  compelled  to  retire  with  loss.  Balthis’, 
Poague’s,  and  Carpenter’s  batteries  held  their  positions  and  fought  well. 
The  iiosition  occupied  by  the  artillery  rendering  infantry  sui)port  neces- 
sary, Whiting  formed  his  line  accordingly  and,  supported  by  Trimble’s 
brigade  on  his  left  and  by  the  Third  Brigade  of  Jackson’s  division  as  a 
reserve,  was  directed  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  Some  of 
these  batteries  were  well  served,  and  effectually  drove  back  at  one  time 
an  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  my  center. 

Toward  night  Whiting  received  orders  to  send  General  Trimble’s 
brigade  to  the  support  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  on  the  right,  which  order 
was  promptly  executed,  but  the  brigade  did  not  reach  its  destination 
until  after  Hill  had  withdrawn  his  division  to  the  woods. 

Our  troops  slept  in  front  of  the  Federal  Army  during  the  night, 
expecting  a renewal  of  the  action  ; but  early  the  next  morning  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn  from  the  field,  abandoning  his  dead  and  leaving 
behind  some  artillery  and  a number  of  small-arms. 

I herewith  forward  to  you  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  this 
corps,  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, that  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  on  June  27,  there  were  589 
killed,  2,671  wounded,  and  24  missing;  and  in  the  engagement  at  Mal- 
vern Hill,  on  July  1,  377  killed,  1,746  wounded,  and  39  missing. 

I regret  that  1 have  not  before  me  the  data  by  which  to  ascertain 
with  absolute  precision  thelosses  sustained,  respectively,  at  Gold  Harbor 
and  Malvern  Hill,  or  of  distinguishing  throughout  the  entire  corps  the 
number  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  from  the  enlisted  men.  But 
Brigadier- Generals  Garland  and  Anderson,  both  since  killed,  having 
omitted  in  their  reports  to  state  the  separate  losses  of  their  brigades 
in  those  two  actions,  and  Brigadier-Generals  Bodes,  Colquitt,  and  Rip- 
ley having  omitted  to  classify  their  losses  as  between  officers  and  men, 
I have,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  two  first- named  brigades,  apportioned 
the  aggregate  of  the  reported  losses  between  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern 
Hill  according  to  a probable  estimate  of  the  fact,  and  omitted  any  state- 
ments of  the  loss  of  officers  as  distinguished  from  men  in  that  division. 
In  the  three  remaining  divisions — Ewell’s,  Whiting’s,  and  Jackson’s — 
the  returns  show  a loss  at  Cold  Harbor  of  30  officers  killed  and  99 
wounded;  of  enlisted  men,  305  killed  and  1,420  wounded ; and  at  Mal- 
vern Hill,  3 officers  killed  and  19  wounded ; of  enlisted  men,  38  killed 
and  354  wounded.  The  principal  loss  sustained  by  my  command  at 
Malvern  Hill  fell  upon  the  division  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 

On  July  2,  by  order  of  the  commanding  general,  my  corps,  with  the 
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exception  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  division,  which  remained  near  Mal- 
vern Hill,  was  moved  in  the  direction  of  Harrison’s  Landing,  to  which 
point  the  Federals  had  retreated,  under  the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  in 
the  James  Eiver. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  my  command  arrived  near  the  landing 
and  drove  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  continued  iu  front  of  the 
enemy  until  the  8th,  when  I was  directed  to  withdraw  my  troops  and 
march  to  the  vicinity  of  Richmond. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  engagements  and  officers  who 
were  distinguished  in  them  I respectfully  call  attention  to  the  accom- 
panying reports  of  division  and  other  commanders.  The  conduct  of 
officers  and  men  was  worthy  of  the  great  cause  for  which  they  were 
contending. 

The  wounded  received  the  special  attention  of  my  medical  director. 
Dr.  Hunter  McGuire. 

For  the  efficiency  with  which  the  members  of  my  staff  discharged 
their  duties  I take  pleasure  in  mentioning  Col.  S.  Crutchfield,  chief 
of  artillery;  Col.  A.  Smead,  inspector-general;  Maj.  R.  T.  Dabney 
and  Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton,  assistant  adjutants-general ; Capt.  J.  K. 
Boswell,  chief  engineer,  and  Lieut.  H.  K.  Douglas,  assistant  inspector 
general.  Cols.  A.  R.  Boteler  and  William  T.  Jackson,  volunteer  aides, 
and  Maj.  Jasper  S.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  were  tem- 
porarily on  my  staff,  rendered  valuable  service. 

The  ordnance  department  received  the  special  attention  of  Maj.  G. 
H.  Bier.  The  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments  were  well 
managed  by  their  respective  chiefs,  Majrs.  J.  A.  Harman  and  W.  J. 
Hawks. 

Undying  gratitude  is  due  to  God  for  this  great  victory,  by  which 
despondency  increased  in  the  North,  hope  brightened  in  the  South, 
and  the  capital  of  Virginia  and  of  the  Confederacy  was  saved. 

List  of  hilled,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  hattles  of  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  June 

27  and  July  1.* 


! 

Division. 

BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR. 

BATTLE 

OF  MALVERN  HILL. 

i Grand  aggregate. 

1 

KUled. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

1 Missing. 

Total 

Aggregate. 

1 Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

officers.  1 

Enlisted  men. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing.  I 

iSi 

B 

O 

1 

1 Enlisted  men. 

O 

P- 

Enlisted  men. 

I Officers.  1 

i Enlisted  men.  | 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing.  | 

Jackson’s 

9 

125 

30 

442 

1 

134 

472 

1 

607 

1 

1 

25 

1 

6 

171 

1 

26 

177 

203 

810 

Ewell’s 

8 

38 

1 23 

172 

2 

46 

195 

2 

243 

1 

4 

i 4 

28 

'i 

5 

32 

1 

38 

281 

Whiting’s 

13 

142 

46 

806 

9 

1551  852 

1 9 1,016 

1 

9 

. 9 

155 

r ' 

1 

10 

164 

1 

175  1, 191 

D.  H.  Hill’s 

254  1 1 52 

i121  4181 

1 

I" 

336 

1,  373 

37 

1 74fi.9  164 

r 

! ’ — 1 

j 

1 ’ 

Total 

589  2 fi71 

124*9  284* 

1 

b 

377 

1,  746 

39 

2:  162'5.  446 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  R,  H.  Chilton,  Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen. 


* See  pp.  502-510,  973-984. 
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Report  of  Col.  S.  Crutchfield.,  Chief  of  Artillery.,  of  the  battle  of  Caines’ 
Mill  and  engagement  at  White  Oah  iSivamp  Bridge. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Corps,  Arma^  of  Nortiiern  Virginia, 

January  23,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  batteries  attached  to  your  command  in  the  battles 
around  Eichmond,  commencing  June  27  : 

On  Friday,  June  27,  the  Army  of  the  Valley  District  moved  toward 
Cold  Harbor,  but  the  advance  division,  under  Maj.  Gen.  E.  S.  Ewell, 
being  misled  by  the  guide,  lost  some  time  in  regaining  the  proper  road, 
which  delay  caused  the  batteries  to  be  thrown  some  distance  behind, 
as  they  had  to  be  reversed  in  a narrow  road  in  thick  woods.  This  also, 
of  course,  checked  the  advance  of  troops  and  batteries  behind,  so  tliat 
the  artillery  was  very  slowly  massed  on  the  left,  where,  as  it  turned  out,  it 
was  eventually  needed.  The  advance  was  first  made  by  Major-General 
Ewell,  his  division  turning  off  from  the  road  to  the  right  and  forming 
its  front  oblique  to  the  road.  Capt.  A.  E.  Courtney’s  battery  was  i)ut 
in  position  near  the  left  to  cover  the  formation  of  this  line  should  the 
enemy  advance  daring  the  maneuver.  IS'o  attack  was  made  by  them, 
however,  so  this  battery  did  not  open,  and  when  the  division  advanced 
it  did  so  through  woods  and  across  a swamp,  where  it  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  battery,  which  was  accordingly  withdrawn  as  no  longer 
needed  in  this  position.  The  only  batteries  at  this  time  up  were  those 
attached  to  this  division  (viz,  those  of  Captains  Courtney,  J.  B.  Brock- 
enbrongh,  and  J.  McD.  Carrington),  and  among  them  there  were  not 
enough  guns  of  a suitable  character  to  engage  the  enemy’s  guns  until 
the  afiair  should  become  more  general  or  other  batteries  get  up  with 
the  remaining  divisions.  The  infantry,  however,  turned  off'  from  the 
road  to  the  right  and  moved  through  the  woods  to  the  support  of  Major- 
General  Ewell,  who  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  4 p.  m. 
The  batteries,  unable  to  follow  the  same  way,  had  to  keep  the  road, 
which,  being  bad  and  narrow,  prevented  their  passing  the  ambulances 
and  wagons  with  which  it  was  already  crowded. 

About  5 p.  m.,  or  perhaps  a little  later,  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Brockenbrough,  Carrington,  and  Courtney  were  ordered  in  near  the 
left  to  engage  the  enemy’s  guns,  then  firing  heavily  on  our  infantry. 
They  went  up  in  good  style  and  under  a hoi  fire;  but  so  soon  as  they 
engaged  the  batteries  of  the  enemjMhe  fire  of  the  latter  grew  wild  and 
did  very  little  damage.  Our  own  practice  was  good,  and  our  batteries 
were  soon  enabled  to  fire  advancing  by  half  battery,  which,  together 
with  the  advance  of  our  infantry,  soon  led  to  the  enemy’s  rapid  retreat. 
The  lateness  of  the  hour,  together  with  the  smoke  of  the  battle-field, 
ignorance  of  the  ground  beyond,  the  jaded  condition  of  the  horses,  and 
the  fact  that  the  road  was  so  obstructed  as  to  forbid  the  rest  of  our 
artillery  from  closing  up  to  the  front,  where  alone  it  could  be  brought 
into  action,  eff'ectually  prevented  that  rapidity  of  pursuit  and  concen- 
tration of  fire  which  a subsequent  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  the 
ground  and  other  circumstances  proved  would  have  resulted  in  extreme 
loss  to  and  doubtless  rout  of  the  enemy. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  uo  guns  disabled  or  captured.  One  of  Captain 
Carrington’s  caissons  was  disabled  by  a shot  from  the  enemy.  We 
captured  four  guns,  which  were  exchanged  into  the  batteries  of  Capts. 
AV.  T.  Poague,  Jos.  Carpenter,  and  Courtney. 
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I make  no  account  of  the  artillery  of  Brigadier-General  Whiting’s 
division,  for  though  this  command  was  at  the  time  part  of  your  force  it 
had  but  recently  joined,  and  I was  unacquainted  with  any  of  the  officers 
of  his  batteries,  of  which  latter  I did  not  know  the  composition,  and 
so  judged  it  best  that  I should  leave  the  management  of  this  artillery 
to  Brigadier-General  Whiting  entirely. 

On  Monday,  June  30,  we  crossed  the  Ohickahominy  at  Grapevine 
Bridge  and  moved  toward  White  Oak  Swamp,  which  we  reached  about 
9.30  a.  111.  At  this  point  the  swamp  was  crossed  by  a trestle  bridge, 
which  the  eneni}'  had  just  fired,  while  it  was  commanded  by  their  guns 
from  the  opposite  hill,  and  all  apiiroach  to  it  prevented  by  their  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  concealed  in  a thick  woods  near  by.  After  exam- 
ining the  ground,  I found  it  possible  with  a little  work  to  open  a way 
through  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  road  on  which  we  advanced,  by 
which  our  guns  could  be  brought,  unseen  by  the  enemy,  into  position 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  this  side,  about  1,000  yards  from  the 
enemy’s  batteries  and  some  1,200  yards  from  their  infantry.  Seven  bat- 
teries (in  all  twenty-three  guns)  were  accordingly  ordered  up  fromMaj. 
Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  division.  Having  met  their  officers  for  the  first  time 
on  that  day  1 do  not  now  readily  recall  their  names,  and  can  only  men- 
tion the  batteries  of  Capts.  T.  H.  Carter,  E.  A.  Hardaway,  G.  W.  Nel- 
son, A.  B.  Ehett,  James  Eeilly,  and  W.  L.  Balthis  (the  last  two  belong- 
ing to  Brigadier-General  Whiting’s  division)  as  being  of  the  number. 

About  1.45  p.  m.  we  oi)ened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  no 
previous  intimation  of  our  position  and  intention.  He  only  fired  four 
shots  in  reply  and  then  abandoned  the  position  in  extreme  haste  and 
confusion.  A house  near  by  (afterward  found  to  have  contained  sub- 
sistence stores)  was  first  either  fired  by  themselves  or  by  our  shell  and 
burned  down.  Captain  Woodiug’s  battery  was  immediately  ordered 
down  nearer  to  the  burned  bridge  to  shell  out  the  sharpshooters  from 
the  woods,  which  was  soon  accomplished,  and  our  cavalry  crossed  the 
swamp. 

It  was  then  found  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  up  a considerable 
artillery  force  to  take  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  his 
former  place  and  directly  opposed  to  our  guns,  from  which  he  would 
be  concealed  by  a thick  intervening  wood.  Capt.  G.  W.  Wooding’s  bat- 
tery was  therefore  withdrawn  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direc- 
tion. The  enemy  soon  opened  on  us  with  about  eighteen  guns,  I think, 
and  we  replied,  though  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  the  distance, 
as  the  enemy’s  guns  Avere  entirely  concealed  from  view  and  our  only 
guide  was  the  sound,  while  our  exact  position  was  of  course  known 
to  him.  His  fire  was  rapid  and  generally  accurate,  though  the  nature 
of  the  ground  aflbrded  us  such  shelter  as  to  protect  us  from  much  loss. 
The  eftect  of  our  own  fire  could  not  be  estimated  until  we  crossed  the 
swamp  next  day,  when  there  were  pali)able  evidences  of  its  having 
been  much  more  destructive  than  that  to  which  we  were  subjected. 
This  engagement  lasted  till  dusk  without  intermission. 

We  lost  no  guns  or  carriages  disabled  or  captured.  The  enemy  had 
a caisson  exploded,  and  abandoned  a traveling  forge,  battery  wagon, 
10-pounder  Parrott  gun,  and  three  caissons,  which  fell  into  our  hands 
uninjured  next  day,  besides  a good  many  wagons,  mostly  filled  with 
small-arms  ammunition. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  was  excellent,  but  all  the  for- 
mer being  strangers  to  me  I mention  no  names,  lest  I do  injustice  to 
others.  Several  I observed  particularly  from  their  coolness  and  judg- 
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meiit^  but  ouly  remember  the  names  of  two  or  three.  I may,  however, 
mentiou  Maj.  S.  F.  Pierson,  Alaj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  ehief  of  aitillery,  as 
having  rendered  himself  exceedingly  efficient  and  exhibited  great  cool- 
ness. 

From  sickness  I was  not  i)resent  at  the  battle  of  JMalvern  Hill,  which 
took  place  the  next  day,  and  none  of  our  artillery  was  engaged  subse- 
quent to  that  while  near  Westover. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery^  Second  Corps. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  Corps. 


No.  220. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  II.  C.  Whiting.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Division  {temporarily  attached  to  Jachson’s  corps),  of  the  battle  of 
Gaines'^  Mill,  engagement  at  White  Oalc  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Rill. 


Heahquaktees  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

July  — , 1802. 

Colonel  : Tlie  following  is  a report  of  the  operations  of  this  division 
in  the  battle  of  Gaines’  farm,  27th  ultimo  : 

On  the  liiorning  of  the  20th  ultimo,  at  3 a.  m.,  the  division,  consisting  of 
the  Texas  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Hood,  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel 
Law,  with  Reilly’s  and  Balthis’  batteries,  marched  from  Ashland  as  the 
advance  of  Major-General  Ja(;kson’s  corps,  which  it  had  temimrarily 
re-enforced.  After  passing  the  advanced  line  of  vedettes  the  march  w^as 
conducted  cautiously  b}"  the  Ashcake  road,  the  Texans  leading,  with 
skirmishers  deployed.  At  10  a.  m.  crossed  the  Central  Railroad,  driv- 
ing the  enemy’s  cavalry  scouts.  Discovered  an  advanced  post  of  cav- 
alry west  of  the  Totopotomoy,  which  fled  on  our  approach.  At  3 o’clock 
reached  the  creek,  found  the  bridge  in  flames,  and  a party  of  the  enemy 
engaged  in  blocking  the  road  on  the  opposite  side.  The*  Texan  skir- 
mishers gallantly  crossed  and  engaged.  Reilly’s  battery,  being  brought 
u]),  with  a few  rounds  dispersed  the  enemy ; the  bridge  was  rebuilt  and 
the  troops  crossed,  continuing  on  the  road  to  Pole  Green  Church,  or 
Hundley’s  Corner.  Here  we  united  with  Ewell’s  division,  and,  night 
coming  on,  bivouacked.  A furious  cannonade  in  the  direction  of 
Mechanicsville  indicated  a severe  battle. 

Eaiij'  the  next  morning  the  troops  moved,  Ewell  in  the  lead.  Pris- 
oners were  taken  in  great  numbers  as  w^e  advanced.  Heavy  musketry 
and  canmjiiading  being  heard  on  our  right,  Major  Whiting,  of  the  staff, 
taking  a battery,  posted  it  so  as  to  shell  the  enemy’s  rear  on  Beaver 
Dam,  upon  which  they  retired,  leaving  the  route  clear  for  all  the  col- 
umns. We  crossed  the  river  without  opposition.  At  12  m.,  having 
made  a circuit  and  headed  Beaver  Dam,  the  column  of  Maj.  Gen.  1).  H. 
Hill  appeared  on  the  road  leading  to  Cold  Harbor,  to  which  we  had 
been  directed,  and  passed  us.  Between  1 and  2 p.  m.  cannonading 
commenced  in  the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor.  The  march  continued 
slowly,  interrupted  by  frequent  halts,  until  near  3 o’clock,  when  an 
aide  of  General  Jackson  directed  me  to  form  line  of  battle  to  my  right 


Chap.  XXIIL] 


SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 


563 


aud  press  tliroiigli  tlio  woods  to  tLe  firing,  now  become  very  heavy. 
This  was  at  once  done,  the  Texas  Brigade  on  the  left  and  Law’s  on  the 
right,  a regiment  of  each  in  reserve,  the  troo])s  forcing  their  way  in 
good  order  in  line  of  battle  through  a dense  forest  and  swamp.  We 
came  out  on  the  Telegraph  road  in  a heavy,  but  distant,  fire  of  artillery 
about  4 ]).  m.  At  this  point  I met  several  aides  Irom  diherent  generals, 
all  desiring  assistance,  and  informing  me  that  the  troops  of  both  Gen- 
erals D.  H.  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  hard  pressed.  Advancing,  I shortly 
met  the  commander-in-chief,  who  indicated  a direction  a little  to  my 
right. 

Tlie  field  where  we  entered  it  was  about  the  head  of  the  ravine,  which 
covered  the  enemy’s  left  near  the  main  road,  a deep  and  steep  chasm, 
dividing  the  blufis  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  left  side  of  this,  as 
we  fronted.  General  Hood  put  forward  the  First  Texas  and  Hamp- 
ton’s Legion.  Men  were  leaving  the  field  in  every  direction  and  in 
great  disorder;  two  regiments,  one  from  South  Carolina  and  one  from 
Louisiana,  were  actually  marching  back  from  the  fire.  The  First  Texas 
was  ordered  to  go  over  them  or  through  them,  which  they  did;  the 
remaining  Texas  regiments  were  rapidly  advanced,  forming  line  on  the 
right  of  the  ravine,  and  the  Third  Brigade  again  on  their  right,  and, 
pressing  on,  the  whole  line  came  under  the  enemy’s  fire.  Here,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  position  of  the  enemy,  the  Third  changed 
front  obliquely  to  the  left,  bringing  its  front  parallel  to  the  ravine. 
The  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  and  protected  by  the  ravine,  poured 
a de.structive  fire  upon  tlie  advancing  line  for  a quarter  of  a mile,  and 
many  brave  officers  and  men  fell.  Near  the  crest  in  front  of  us  and 
lying  down  ap])eared  the  fragments  of  a brigade;  men  were  skulking 
from  the  front  in  a shameful  manner;  the  woods  on  our  left  and  rear 
wei-e  full  of  troops  in  safe  cover,  from  which  they  never  stirred;  but 
on  the  right  of  tlie  Third  a brigade  (Pickett’s)  was  moving  gallantly 
up;  still  farther  on  the  extreme  right  our  troops  appeared  to  be  falling 
back. 

The  Texans  had  now  come  up  and  joined  line  on  the  left,  led  by  Gen- 
eral Hood,  and  the  gallant  Fourth  at  the  double-quick,  when  the  word  was 
given  to  charge,  and  the  whole  line,  consisting  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Texas,  Eighteeutli  Georgia,  Eleventh  Alississippi,  Fourth  Alabama,  and 
Sixth  North  Carolina,  the  Second  Alississippi  being  held  in  partial  re- 
serve, but  advancing  with  the  line,  charged  the  ravine  with  a yell.  Gen- 
eral Hood  and  Colonel  Law  gallantly  heading  their  men.  At  the  bot- 
tom ran  a deep  and  difficult  branch,  with  scarped  sides,  answering 
admirably  as  a ditch.  Over  against  this  was  a strong  log  breastwork, 
heavil}^  manned ; above  this,  near  the  crest,  another  breastwork,  sup- 
ported by  well-served  batteries  and  a heavy  force  of  infantry,  the  steep 
sloi)e,  clad  with  an  open  growth  of  timber,  concealing  the  enemy,  but 
atfordihg  full  view  of  our  movements.  Spite  of  these  terrible  obsta- 
cles, over  ditch  and  breastwork,  hill,  batteries,  and  infantry,  the  divis- 
ion swept,  routing  the  enemy  from  their  stronghold.  Many  pieces  of 
artillery  were  taken  (fourteen  in  all)  and  nearly  a whole  regiment  of 
the  enemy.  These  ju-isoners  were  turned  over  by  Col.  J.  B.  Eobertson, 
Fifth  Texas,  to  Brigadier-General  Pryor  or  some  of  his  staff.  The  en- 
emy continued  to  fight  in  retreat  with  stubborn  resistance,  and  it  soon 
appeared  that  we  had  to  do  with  his  best  troops.  On  gaining  the  sec- 
ond line  and  seeing  the  heavy  force,  apprehensive  that  he  might  rally, 
I went  to  Major-General  Longstreet  for  re-enforcements.  He  immedi- 
ately sent  forward  Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  who  went  in  on  my 
right  aud  engaged  and  drove  the  enemy  most  handsomely  on  the  lower 
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l)cirt  of  the  x)lateau,  the  enemy  being  there,  as  indeed  they  apx>eared 
everywhere,  in  superior  numbers.  In  the  mean  time  my  division  steadily 
continued  to  advance,  though  suffering  terribly,  until  night  found  them 
completel}^  across  the  xffateau  and  beyond  the  battle-field.  Picketffs 
brigade  had  ably  fought  on  the  right ; the  general  himself  was  wounded 
in  the  charge.  The  troops  on  my  immediate  left  I do  not  know,  and 
am  glad  I do  not.  Those  that  did  come  out  were  much  broken,  and  no 
entreaty  or  command  could  induce  them  forward,  and  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  greater  i)art  never  left  the  cover  of  the  wood  on  the 
west  side  of  the  ravine. 

The  battle  was  very  severe,  hotly  contested,  and  gallantly  won.  I 
take  pleasure  in  calling  special  attention  to  the  Fourth  Texas  Eegiment, 
which,  led  by  Brigadier-General  Hood,  was  the  first  to  break  the  enemy^s 
line  and  enter  his  works.  Its  brave  old  colonel  (Marshall)  fell  early  in 
the  charge  on  the  hither  side  of  the  ravine.  The  stubborn  resistance 
maintained  all  day  faltered  from  that  moment,  and  the  day  was  gained. 
Of  the  other  regiments  of  the  division  it  would  be  invidious  and  unjust 
to  name  one  before  another.  They  were  equally  distinguished,  and  as 
they  became  engaged  went  on  in  that  murderous  fire  with  unfaltering 
determination.  Toward  the  close  of  the  fire  I detached  the  Second  Mis- 
sissippi and  Keilly’s  battery  to  the  extreme  right  to  open  fire  on  the 
retreating  masses  of  the  enemy,  endeavoring  to  make  their  way  by  th© 
edge  of  the  swamp.  When  the  action  closed  mj^  line  was  in  advance 
of  the  guns  they  captured  (fourteen  in  number),  closing  to  the  left  on 
General  Lawton’s  troops,  of  Jackson’s  army,  and  covered  on  the  right 
by  General  11.  H.  Anderson. 

Of  my  staff  I cannot  speak  too  highly.  The  chief,  Maj.  J.  H.  Hill, 
fell  painfully  wounded  while  leading  the  charge.  The  chivalrous  Maj. 
Austin  E.  Smith,  aide-de-camj),  received  a mortal  wound  in  the  same 
onset.  Colonel  Upton,  .Captains  Frobel  and  Tansill  were  among  the 
foremost  in  the  fray.  Here  also,  as  in  many  previous  battles,  Captain 
Vanderhorst,  of  South  Carolina,  gave  a notable  example.  Major  Ran- 
dolph, by  special  order,  remained  with  the  ammunition.  Though  not 
on  my  staff’,  I should  not  do  right  were  I not  to  mention  here  the  chiv- 
alrous daring  of  young  Major  Haskell,  of  South  Carolina,  belonging,  as 
I am  told,  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  D.  R.  Jones.  His  personal  bearing 
in  a most  deadly  fire,  his  example  and  directions,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge  of  the  Third.  I regret  to  say  that 
the  brave  young  officer  received  a terrible  wound  from  a shell,  but 
walked  from  the  field  as  heroically  as  he  had  gone  into  the  fire. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  distinguished  bravery  of  Pri- 
vates Fairley,  Westmoreland,  and  Shari),  troopers  of  the  Legion,  who 
acted  as  officers,  and  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage.  Conspicu- 
ous were  Brigadier-General  Hood  and  Colonel  Law,  commanding  bri- 
gades. 

Ot  the  regimental  commanders  too  much  cannot  be  said.  Colonel  [A. 
T.]  Rainey,  First  Texas,  though  seriously  ill,  joined  his  command  on  the 
field  and  fell  severely  wounded.  Col.  John  Marshall,  Fourth  Texas, 
was  shot  dead,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  (Warwick)  mortally  wounded. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Robertson,  of  the  Fifth,  was  wounded.  Lieut.  Col. 
S.  Z.  Ruff,  of  the  Eighteenth  Georgia,  led  his  regiment  and  fortunately 
escaped  unhurt.  The  Legion,  though  not  so  much  exposed,  was  ably 
handled  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gary.  In  the  Third,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  K. 
McLemore,  Fourth  Alabama,  received  a painful  wound  early  in  action, 
the  command  devolving  on  Capt.  L.  H.  Scruggs,  who  conducted  the 
regiment  through.  Colonel  Liddell  led  his  distinguished  regiment  to  the 
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close  of  the  action.  Lieut.  Ool.  I.  E.  Avery,  Sixth  NTorth  Carolina,  was 
wounded,  the  command  devolving  on  Maj.  R.  F.  Webb,  Avho  ably  sus- 
tained his  part.  The  Second  Mississippi,  Col.  J.  M.  Stone,  was  skill- 
fully handled  by  its  commander,  and  sustained  severe  loss. 

The  following  is  a recapitulation  of  casualties.  The  detailed  list  ac- 
companies the  report : * 


5th  Texas 

4th  Texas 

Ist  Texas 

18th  Georgia 

Hampton’s  Legion 

Total 

Aggregate  . . 


6th  North  Carolina  ... 

4th  Alabama 

11th  Mississippi 

2(1  Mississippi 

Total 

Aggregate 

Grand  aggregate 


Command. 


TEXAS  BRIGADE. 


<v 


THIRD  BRIGADE. 


13 
44 

14 
16 

2 


89 


62  1 

206  

64  

126  3 

18  


476  4 


569 


5 

22 

18 

21 


47  

108  2 • 

142  3 

79  


376 


447 


1,016 


So  closed  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  the  troops  sleeping  on  their  arms 
in  the  jiosition  so  hardly  won. 

The  battle  of  Alalveru  Hill,  on  the  1st,  as  far  as  my  division  was  con- 
cerned, will  require  a separate  report. 

Very  respectfully. 


W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier- General. 


Col.  R.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

July  — , 1862. 

Colonel  : I continue  my  report  from  Friday  evening,  27th  ultimo. 
On  Saturday  morning  the  division  marched  back  across  the  ravine  to 
renew  its  supply  of  ammunition  and  get  something  to  eat.  We  shortly 
received  orders  to  march  and  to  follow  the  command  of  Major-General 
Hill.  After  marching  half  a mile  we  halted,  the  troops  in  front  being 
at  a halt,  and  so  remained  under  arms  all  day,  being  ordered  into 
bivouac  where  we  were  at  night.  This  was  at  McGehee’s  house  and 
farm,  a position  which  had  been  the  enemy’s  extreme  right,  and  whence 
their  causeway  over  the  Chickahominy  leads.  The  enemy  had  de- 
stroyed the  bridge.  All  day  Sunday  we  remained  in  the  same  position, 
marching  early  Monday  jnorning  and  crossing  the  Chickahominy  by 
the  enemy’s  causeway.  Passed  through  their  encampments,  crossed 


* See  pp.  502-510,  973-984. 


5f)6 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  f A. 


[Chap.  XXIII. 


the  York  Eiv^er  Eailroad,  and,  marching  hy  the  Williamsburg  road,  we 
turned  off  at  the  White  Oak  Bridge  fork-  and  reached  the  br.iflge  about 
noon,  finding  it  destroyed  and  the  enemy  draAvn  u]3  beyond  in  line  of 
battle.  Batteries  were  brought  up  and  a heavy  fire  opened  upon  him, 
silencing  his  battery  completely.  Our  fire  was  directed  by  Major 
Whiting,  of  the  staff.  Sundry  ineffectual  attemi^ts  were  made  during 
the  day  to  repair  the  bridge,  but  the  enemy  keeping  up  a distant  and 
random  fire  of  shell  about  the  crossing,  the  men  vould  not  work. 
During  the  afternoon  the  furious  battle  of  FrazieUs  farm  was  raging 
betw(‘en  the  enemy  and  the  troops  of  General  Longstreet.  It  could  be 
distinctly  heard,  and  indeed  was  scarcely  2 miles  from  us.  Our  de- 
lay at  White  Oak  was  unfortunate.  Next  morning,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing retired,  the  bridge  was  repaired  and  the  troops  passed,  my  division 
in  the  advance.  Marching  by  the  road  to  Turkey  Bridge  on  the  Turkey 
road,  we  presently  fell  in  with  the  line  of  skirmishers  of  Major-General 
Magruder’s  troops,  moving  in  line  of  battle  by  the  Charles  City  road. 
They  halted  for  us  to  pass.  The  troops  were  marching  by  a flank. 
The  commanding  general  of  the  corps,  Major-General  Jackson,  would 
not  allow  the  dispositions  to  be  made  to  advance  with  skirmishers  de- 
ployed and  ill  line,  but  caused  the  troops  to  x^ress  on  until  the  head  of 
column  closed  on  the  advance  guard,  a regiment  of  cavalry,  in  a thick 
wood  near  Crew^s  farm,  about  11  a.  m.  On  the  farm  the  enemy  were 
found  very  strongly  |)osted.  They  immediately  ox:)ened  with  shell  on 
the  woods,  every  portion  of  which  was  under  their  fire.  The  result 
was,  the  cavalry  came  to  the  right-about  and  broke  through  the  long 
column  of  troox^s  which  filled  the  road,  now  enfiladed  by  the  fire. 
Though  suffering  loss,  they  formed  to  the  right  and  left  with  precision 
and  ])romx)tiiess. 

To  our  left  was  a very  large  wheat  field,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter, which  afforded  a good  view  of  the  enemy’s  x^osition  and  fair  oxi- 
l)ort unities  for  artiller3".  Batteries  were  ordered  ip).  The  enemy’s 
Xiositioii,  naturally  commanding,  was  materially  strengthened  by  the 
judicious  distribution  of  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  ordered  into 
Mr.  Poindexter’s  field  found  itself  exx)osed  to  a vastly  superior  cross- 
fire, and  was  soon  comx^elled  to  retire  with  loss.  Balthis’  battery,  bet- 
ter x)osted  and  better  covered  by  the  ground,  fought  well  and  continued 
the  action  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Other  batteries 
were  ordered  up.  The  x^osition  to  be  taken  by  the  artillery  rendered 
infantry  support  necessary,  and  I was  directed  by  General  Jackson  to 
form  my  line  with  my  right  on  the  road  in  the  wood,  advancing  to  the 
edge  ill  front  and  holding  that.  This  was  done  by  the  Third  (Law’s) 
Brigade.  The  line  continued  by  Hood  extended  across  Poindexter’s 
field,  the  men  lying  concealed  by  the  wheat  and  the  roll  of  the  ground. 
I had  been  strengthened  by  the  Third  Brigade,  of  Jackson’s  division 
proper,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hampton.  This  was 
held  in  reserve.  Trimble’s  brigade,  of  Ewell’s  division,  sux^ported  my 
extreme  left.  This  disposition  I was  directed  to  maintain,  the  general 
attack  of  our  forces  being  understood  to  be  made  as  soon  as  x^ractica- 
ble  on  the  extreme  right,  the  enemy’s  left.  In  the  mean  time  it  became 
ax)parent  from  our  xmsition  that  the  enemy  had  divined  the  movement; 
their  artillery  fire,  which  had  been  very  severe  u])on  my  batteries  and 
troox^s,  ceased,  and  lieavj^  columns  were  discovered  in  movement  for 
disx)osition  on  their  left.  After  some  time  the  movement  of  baggage 
and  troox'S  in  retreat  by  the  Turkey  Bridge  road  could  be  x^lainly  ob- 
served. 

After  the  attack  commenced  on  the  right  my  division,  with  the  ex- 
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ceptiou  of  two  regiments  on  tlie  right  of  my  line,  wiiieh  was  near  our 
center,  and  some  of  the  Texas 'skirmishers,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
battle  except  to  suffer  a -murderous  artillery  fire,  which  they  did  un- 
flinchingly. Personall}^  assisted  by  my  staff,  I was  called  upon  to 
direct  the  artillery  fire,  which  I continued  to  do  during  the  afternoon. 
From  my  point  of  view  the  enemy  api^eared  to  fight  with  great  stub- 
bornness, and  our  attack  to  have  made  but  little  impression  upon  him. 
lie  deployed  at  one  time  six  batteries  in  front  of  our  center,  when, 
opening  in  this  deployment  with  artillery,  they,  together  with  the  sta- 
tionary batteries  already  in  position,  and  which  we  had  been  engaging 
at  tiines  during  the  day,  all  opened  a terrific  fire  upon  Poindexter’s 
field.  Our  gunners  replied  with  spirit,  but  from  want  of  ammunition 
the  contest  was  too  unequal,  and  1 caused  them  successively  to  with- 
draw. This  cross-fire  was  excessively  severe  upon  the  supporting  trooi)s. 
Toward  night,  learning  that  the  center  was  pressed  hard,  I received 
orders  to  direct  General  Trimble  to  move  over  from  the  left  to  that 
point,  and  commenced  to  close  my  own  troops  into  the  right,  when 
night  fell,  and  Avith  it  the  battle,  which  had  raged  with  great  fury, 
ceased.  For  an  hour  after  lught-fall  the  enemy  shelled  the  woods  and 
Poindexter’s  field  with  rapid  and  heavy  fire.  This  indicated  another 
withdrawal.  My  troops  remained  in  position  all  night,  the  adAmnced 
scouts  confirming  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  during  the  night,  leav- 
ing their  dead  and  wounded. 

Of  affairs  on  our  center  and  right  I can  give  no  account.  My  list  of 
casualties  is  almost  entirely  from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy,  for 
scarcely  a musket  Avas  fired  in  the  division.  When  the  immense 
amount  of  their  artillery  is  considered,  the  Auolence  and  duration  of 
their  fire,  and  the  exposed  position  of  the  troops,  the  loss,  thanks  to 
God,  may  be  regarded  as  small,  Avhile  the  courage  and  unflinching 
endurance  of  the  troops  are  Avorthy  of  the  highest  praise. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  : 


Command. 

Killed. 

5 

0 

o 

Missing. 

THIltl)  BUlfiAUE. 

6th  Xorth  CaTolina 

64 

13 

10 

20 

12 

4tli  Aliihama 

2 

1 

1 

2d  Mississippi 

11th  Missis.sippi 

Reilly’s  battery 

Total 

4 

119 

Aggregate 

123 

TEXAS  BRIGADE. 

2 

9 

2 

20 

14 

1 

Ist  Texas  

3 

1 

It'th  Georgia 

Total 

6 

45 

1 

Aggregate 

Hampton’s  brigade  (I'liird  Di  igade,  Jackson’s  division] 

19 

Grand  aggregate 

194 

I regret  that  I do  not  knoAV  the  names  of  the  different  commanders 
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of  batteries  who  reported  to  me  during  the  day  or  the  designation  of 
their  artillery.  Captain  Balthis  behaved  with  great  skill  and  gallantry 
and  was  wounded.  All  fought  with  great  spirit,  but  labored  under 
much  disadvantage  from  want  of  ammunition,  both  as  to  kind  and 
quantity. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  2d,  a very  heavy  rain  set  in ; the  troops 
remained  in  bivouac,  cooking.  Thursday  Major-General  Jacksoids 
corps  marched  to  take  the  road  to  Westover,  but  missed  it,  and  biv- 
ouacked near  Willis’  Church.  Thursday  continued  the  march,  arriving 
about  2 p.  m.  at  Herring  Creek,  where  the  enemy’s  outposts  were  dis- 
covered intrenched.  No  further  active  operations  occurred  in  which 
this  division  took  any  part. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-General.,  Commanding  Division, 

Col.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  230. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood.,  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  First 
( Texas)  Brigade.,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Headquarters  Texas  Brigade, 

July  10,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
enacted  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th  ultimo  near  Gaines’  Mill  by  this 
brigade: 

Arriving  on  the  field  between  4 and  5 p.  m.,  I was  informed  by  Col. 
J.  M.  Jones,  of  General  Ewell’s  stafi*,  that  his  troops  were  hard  pressed 
and  required  assistance.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  at  once  with  the 
Ham])ton  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  W.  Gary  commanding,  on  the  left,  with 
orders  to  gain  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  the  woods  and  hold  it,  which  they 
did,  the  Fifth  Texas,  Col.  J.  B.  Robertson  commanding,  engaging  the 
enemy  on  the  right  of  the  Legion,  and  the  First  Texas,  Col.  A.  T.  Rainey 
commanding,  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Texas.  The  brigade  moved 
gallantly  forward,  soon  becoming  engaged  from  left  to  right.  The 
battle  raged  Avith  great  fury  all  along  the  line  as  these  noble  troops 
pressed  steadily  on,  forcing  the  enemy  to  gradually  give  way. 

Directing  in  person  the  Fourth  Texas  Regiment,  Col.  John  Marshall 
commanding,  on  the  right  of  my  line,  they  were  the  first  troops  to  })ierce 
the  strong  line  of  breastworks  occupied  by  the  enemy,  which  caused 
great  confusion  in  their  ranks.  Here  the  Fighteenth  Georgia,  Lieut. 
Col.  S.  Z.  Ruff  commanding,  came  to  the  support  of  the  Fourth  Texas, 
and  these  regiments  pressed  on  over  a hotly  contested  field,  inclining 
from  right  to  left,  with  the  Fifth  Texas  on  their  left,  taking  a large 
number  of  prisoners  and  capturing  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  when 
night  came  on  and  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased.  The  guns  were 
captured  by  the  Fourth  Texas  and  Eighteenth  Georgia  and  a regiment 
was  taken  prisoners  by  the  Fifth  Texas  Regiment. 

In  this  engagement  I regret  to  report  the  loss  of  many  gallant  officers 
and  men.  Among  those  who  fell,  either  killed  or  mortally  wounded, 
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were  Col.  John  Marshall,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  Warwick,  Oapts.  E.  D.  Eyan, 
J.  W.  Hutcheson,  P.  P.  Porter,  and  T.  M.  Owens,  acting  commissary 
of  subsistence,  and  Lieuts.  E.  J.  Lambert,  0.  Eeich,  D.  L.  Butts,  L.  P. 
Lyons,  and  T.  H.  Hollamou,  of  the  Eourth  Texas;  Lieuts.  J.  E.  Olute 
and  W.  G.  WTillace,  of  the  Fifth  Texas;  Capt.  B.  E.  Benton,  First 
Texas;  Lieuts.  L.  A.  McCulloch,  T.  J.  Cohn,  and  Thomas  Dowtin,  of 
the  Eighteenth  Georgia;  also  Major  Key,  of  the  Fourth  Teias;  Colonels 
Eainey,  of  the  First  Texas,  and  Eobertson,  of  the  Fifth  Texas,  received 
severe  wounds  while  nobly  discharging  their  duties. 

All  the  held  officers  of  the  Fourth  Texas  being  killed  or  wounded, 
the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Capt.  (now  Maj.)  W.  P. 
Townsend,  who  led  it  most  gallantlj^  There  are  many  other  officers 
and  men  distinguished  for  their  noble  deeds  on  that  day,  for  which  1 
will  have  to  refer  you  to  reports  in  detail  of  regimental  commanders. 

Huring  the  engagement  most  efficient  service  was  rendered  me,  in 
gallantly  leading  forward  troops  and  transmitting  orders,  by  Capt.  W. 
H.  Sellers,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  J.  T.  Hunter,  of  the  Fourth 
Texas,  aide-de-camp;  Col.  J.  H.  Murray  and  General  T.  J.  Chambers, 
of  Texas,  and  Maj.  B.  H.  Blanton,  of  Kentucky,  volunteer  aides-de- 
camp;  Lieut.  D.  L.  Sublett,  aide-de-camp,  being  ordered  to  remain  with 
the  ordnance  train.  I also  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  me  by  Lieut.  James  Hamilton,  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor’s  staffi. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  one  and  all,  too  much  can- 
not, or  ever  will,  be  said  in  their  praise. 

The  following  is  a recapitulation  of  casualties,  the  detailed  list  accom- 
])anying  report: 


Command. 


Uani])toii’s  Legion 

iHth  CeoT’jiia  iCcginumt 
l.st  'I'oxas  llugimcut.. 
4th  Texas  Regiment., 
.■ith  Texas  Regiment.. 

Total 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

2 

18 

16 

126 

3 

14 

64 

44 

207 

1 

13 

62 

89 

477 

4 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

Brigadier-General.,  Commanding  Texas  Brigade. 
Maj.  J.  H.  Hill,  Assistayit  Adjutant-General. 


Ko.  231. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Winder,  C.  R.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade.  Second  Division  (Jaclcson'’s),  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and 
Malvern  Jlill. 

IlEADQUARTEllS  FlEST  BRIGADE,  VALLEY  DISTRICT, 

July  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brigade  from  June  27  to  July  1 inclusive: 

The  brigade  left  bivouac  near  Totoiiotomoy  Creek  at  about  5 a.  m., 
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being  in  rear  of  tlie  column,  except  one  brigade.  The  inarch  was  slow 
and  tedious;  firing  was  heard  on  the  right.  Between  4 and  5 p.  in.  I 
received  orders  from  General  Ewell  to  move  uii  rapidly.  I ordered 
the  ordnance  wagons  and  artillery  to  halt  and  moved  the  brigade  from 
the  column,  filing  to  the  right  through  a wood  and  swamp,  directing 
the  head  of  the  column  to  the  point  where  1 heard  the  heaviest  fire. 
On  reaching  a clear  field  near  Gold  Harbor  I formed  my  command  and 
led  the  head  of  the  column  near  the  Telegraph  road,  where  the  brigade 
was  massed  by  regiments.  Finding  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  senior  officer 
]nesent,  I reported  my  arrival  and  asked  for  orders;  he  directed  me  to 
remain  in  my  present  position.  In  a few  moments  he  directed  me  to 
detach  two  regiments  to  support  a battery.  I ordered  Col.  J.  W. 
Allen,  Second  Regiment,  and  Col.  W.  S.  H.  Baylor,  Fifth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers,  to  move  forward  and  execute  this  order,  whi(di 
was  rapidly  done. 

After  waiting  some  half  hour  I was  ordered  hy  General  Hill  to  charge 
the  enemy^s  line  with  my  command.  I immediately  formed  line  of 
battle  with  the  Thirty-third  Regiment,  Col.  J.  F.  Neff;  Twenty-seventh, 
Col.  A.  J.  Grigsby;  Fourth,  Col.  C.  A.  Ronald;  the  Irish  Battalion, 
Captain  Leigh,  who  was  near,  and  moved  forward.  As  the  line  advamted 
Colonels  Allen  and  Baylor  formed  on  the  left,  and  the  entire  liric  moved 
forward  in  handsome  style  through  a swamp  and  thick  undergrowth 
of  laurel  and  bushes.  On  emerging  from  this,  finding  the  line  some- 
what broken  in  consequence  of  this  swamp,  I ordered  all  troops  whom 
I found  in  front  to  join  this  command,  making  the  line  continuous. 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  Gary,  Hamptoifs  Legion  ; Col.  B.  T.  Johnson,  First 
Maryland  Regiment;  Twelfth  Alabama  Regiment;  Fifty-second  Vir- 
ginia, Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Skinner;  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  Captain  and 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  Lawton  commanding,  joined  this  line  and 
moved  in  splendid  style  over  the  field,  the  enemy  retiring  before  it  long 
ere  it  was  possible  to  use  the  bayonet.  Tlie  Second  and  Fifth  Regi- 
ments Virginia  Volunteers  moved  so  rapidly  they  got  in  advance  of  the 
line,  receiving  a heavy  fire,  which  thinned  their  ranks,  depriving  them 
of  some  of  their  best  officers.  Nothing  daunted,  they  held  their  ground 
until  the  line  came  up,  and  moved  on  with  that  same  impetuosity  and 
determination. 

Here  that  gallant  officer  Col.  J.  W.  Allen,  Second  Regiment,  fell 
mortally  wounded,  while  leading  his  command  in  the  charge.  He  was 
a true  soldier  and  gentleman,  whose  loss  to  his  regiment,  country,  and 
friends  will  long  be  mourned,  though  falling  in  so  sacred  a cause.  His 
l)atriotism  and  noble  character  had  endeared  him  to  all.  At  the  same 
time  that  meritorious  soldier  and  gentleman  Maj.  F.  B.  Jones,  of  same 
regiment,  f(41  mortally  wounded.  His  mild  and  gentlemanly  manner 
had  long  since  endeared  him  to  all,  and  deeply  is  his  loss  felt  and  re- 
gretted. 

The  line  advanced  steadily  under  the  fire  of  two  batteries  and  much 
inffintry,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  some  300  yards  beyond  McGehee’s 
house;  this  being  beyond  their  last  position,  the  line  was  halted.  The 
lateness  of  the  hour  (about  0 p.  m.)  and  ignorance  of  the  country  pre- 
vented any  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  At  this  time  Mrij.  Gen.  D. 
H.  Hill  came  on  the  field,  and  I relinquished  the  command  to  liim. 
Ul)on  consultation  with  him  it  was  decided  to  retire  the  line  of  battle 
to  the  crest  just  in  rear.  Tliis  I did,  and  took  the  necessary  precaution 
to  guard  against  any  surprise. 

I cannot  speak  too  higlily  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade,  in 
which,  for  the  time,  I must  include  the  Irish  Battalion,  Captain  Leigh. 
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Their  coolness,  bravery,  and  discretion  entitle  them  to  my  warmest 
gratitude,  as  also  those  serving  under  me  a portion  of  the  time,  espe- 
eiall}"  that  gallant  soldier  and  gentleman  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 
with  his  small  band  of  veterans,  ever  ready  to  advance  on  the  enemy 
and  aid  onr  cause.  Colonel  Baylor  and  his  regiment  were  subjected 
to  a heavy  tire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  but  he  held  the  regiment  well 
in  hand,  moving  np  in  gallant  style.  Though  he  lost  heavily,  he  held 
the  extreme  left,  and  delivered  to  me  two  Parrott  guns,  a part  of  the 
fruits  of  his  victory.  Upon  Lieut.  Col.  L.  Botts  devolved  the  command 
of  the  Second  Kegiment  after  the  fall  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  this  eom- 
inaud  he  exercised  with  coolness  and  bravery,  reflecting  much  (*redit 
upon  himself  and  regiment.  The  other  regiments  were  led  up  by  their 
respective  commanders  in  fine  order,  though  their  position  did  not 
])lace  them  under  such  heavy  fire. 

■My  thanks  are  eininently  due  to  my  staff,  Captain  O’Brien,  Lieuten- 
ants Howard  and  Garnett,  for  the  promptness  with  which  they  trans- 
mitted my  orders  and  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  evening, 
exposed  to  a heavy  fire  frequently  and  at  great  risk.  Also  to  Mr. 
Samuel  D.  Mitchell,  of  Richmond,  a volunteer  aide,  who  was  ever  ready 
and  prompt  to  transmit  my  orders  to  anj'  point  regardless  of  his  own 
life.  He  fell  mortally  wounded  while  with  the  Second  Regiment  in 
advance  and  expired  in  a few  moments — one  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  self  sacrificing  spirit  of  onr  young  men. 

Two  revolving  guns,  one  Kapoleon  gun,  and  many  small-arms  and 
stores  were  collected  by  Lieutenant  Garnett,  ordnance  officer  of  the 
brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

Sliortly  after  daylight  on  this  morning  the  pickets  were  advanced 
to  a wood  in  front  and  many  prisoners  brought  in,  among  the  number 
Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds  and  Captain  Kingsbury,  of  his  staff*.  The 
brigade  remained  in  position  during  the  day. 

On  the  29th  it  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance  and  move  to  the 
Chiekahominy  River,  which  it  did.  The  bridge  being  incomplete, 
shortly  before  sunset  it  was  ordered  to  its  former  bivouac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  it  took  up  the  march  at  2.30  o’clock,  fol- 
lowing the  troops  in  advance  of  it.  At  night  it  bivouacked  near  White 
Oak  Swamp. 

Took  up  the  march  at  5 a.  m.  on  July  1,  following  troops  in  front. 
Hearing  from  General  Whiting  artillery  was  needed  in  front,  I ordered 
Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Whit- 
ing with  their  batteries.  For  an  account  of  their  operations  I respect- 
fully refer  to  their  rej)orts.  The  brigade  was  halted  near  a church  in 
the  wood  and  held  in  reserve.  Being  within  range  of  the  enemy’s 
shell,  it  was  twice  removed  to  the  rear;  but,  unfortunately,  tlie  first 
shot  indicating  the  necessity  of  a move  killed  that  promising  and  gal- 
lant oflicer  Captain  Fletcher,  Fifth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  and 
the  next,  causing  a second  move,  killed  1 man  and  wounded  3 of  same 
regiment.  Between  C and  7 p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  the  front  with  my 
command.  On  reporting  to  General  Jackson,  I was  ordered  to  file  to 
the  right  through  the  woods  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill.  I 
obeyed  the  first  part  of  the  order.  I had  not  gone  I'ar  when  I found 
the  brigade  under  the  fire  of  a battery.  It  moved  steadily  on  under 
a heavy  fire.  I dispatched  a staff  officer  to  a house  near  by  to  see  if 
I could  hear  of  General  Hill’s  locality.  I could  learn  nothing,  and 
hearing  a heavy  fire  to  my  left,  I moved  directly  for  it.  To  gain  that 
point  the  command  was  exposed  to  a terrific  fire,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  darkness  of  the  hour  and  much  wood  and  swanq)  the  brigade 
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became  greatly  separated.  Finding  myself  with  a portion  of  the  Thirty, 
third  Regiment,  Colonel  Neff,  and  a portion  of  the  Fourth  Regiment- 
1 moved  to  the  assistance  of  our  troops  through  the  swamp  seiidiug 
Captain  O’Brien  to  find  the  other  regiments  and  bring  them  up.  On 
emerging  from  the  swamp  I found  a handful  of  gallant  men  of  the  First 
and  Third  North  Carolina  Regiments  receiving  a most  terrific  fire.  I 
immediately  placed  the  Thirty-third  and  Fourth  Regiments  in  position, 
and  with  about  100  men  held  this  hill  against  the  enemy,  who  gave  us 
the  most  terrific  fire  I have  ever  seen.  There  was  a continuous  stream 
of  shot,  shell,  and  balls  for  some  two  hours,  when  the  enemy’s  fire 
slackened,  and  ceased  about  10  p.  m. 

During  this  time  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  true  courage. 
Our  loss  was  heavy. 

Colonel  Neff  and  Maj.  F.  W.  M.  Hollidaj^,  Thirty-third  Regiment, 
and  Lieutenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  of  my  staff,  particularly  at- 
tracted my  admiration  by  their  coolness  and  untiring  efforts  to  keep  the 
men  in  their  position.  Their  escape  from  injury  is  truly  providential. 

About  9 p.  m.,  while  trying  to  find  remnants  of  my  brigade — for  some 
tew  men  had  found  out  my  position  and  joined — I met  a portion  of  the 
Thirteenth  Georgia  Regiment  and  ordered  it  to  this  position.  In  a 
short  time  parts  of  my  regiments  came  up,  all  having  been  subjected 
to  a heavy  fire  while  moving  up,  but  in  consequence  of  the  thick  wood 
and  darkness  could  not  find  their  proper  i)ositions.  For  details  of  their 
operations  I refer  to  their  several  reports. 

Here  the  fearless  and  gallant  Col.  A.  J.  Grigsby,  Twenty-seventh 
Regiment  Yirginia  Volunteers,  was  wounded — sliglitly,  I am  glad  to 
say — but  obliged  to  leave  the  field.  Captain  O’Brien,  of  my  staff,  was 
injured  by  a fall  from  his  horse,  and  not  with  me  after  reaching  the 
field. 

Hearing  of  troops  near  by  not  engaged  I immediately  sent  for  them, 
and  was  soon  re-euforced  by  a portion  of  General  Lawton’s  brigade. 
General  J.  R.  Jones’  brigade,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cunningham, 
and  a part  of  the  Louisiana  Brigade,  and  that  gallant  band  of  Mary- 
landers under  the  brave  Col.  B.  T.  Johnson.  Colonel  Johnson,  hearing 

1 needed  assistance,  came  forward  to  tender  his  regiment,  which  I 
gladly  accepted,  and  gave  him  the  advance,  directing  him  to  extend 
our  line  some  half  a mile  to  the  right,  placing  my  picket  on  and  near 
the  flank  of  the  enemy.  This  duty  he  executed  rapidly  and  with  good 
judgment,  holding  this  position  until  after  the  enemy  had  retired  the 
following  day.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cunningham’s  brigade  I placed  on 
Johnson’s  left  and  the  balance  of  Lawton’s  brigade  between  Cunning- 
ham’s and  my  original  position,  securing  my  entire  front  and  flank, 
sleeping  on  the  field  so  hotly  contested  against  heavy  odds. 

After  these  dispositions  General  Lawton  arrived,  and  I rode  in  to 
report  to  Generals  Hill  and  Jackson  my  position.  This  effected,  I 
returned  to  the  field  before  dawn  and  made  the  requisite  dispositions 
to  repulse  any  attack ; but  at  daylight  we  found  the  enemy  hud  evac- 
uated his  position  during  the  night,  taking  off  his  guns,  but  leaving  his 
dead,  small-arms,  and  other  indications  of  a defeat  and  hasty  retreat, 
which  was  an  agreeable  surprise,  for  I had  learned,  through  prisoners 
captured  about  daylight,  his  force  the  day  previous  had  been  vastly 
superior  to  ours. 

Shortly  after  6 a.  m.  on  the  2d  instant  I was  ordered  to  bivouac  some 

2 miles  from  the  front. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : 
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Killed. 

Wounded.  | 

Total. 

June  27  : 

Commissioned  officers  ............... 

5 

12 

17 

1? ini Ir  an dfilp 

10 

52 

62 

July  1 : 

Commissioned  officers  ..................... ........ ........ ... 

1 

2 

4 

TJ.a  n kandflln  ... 

16 

104 

120 

Total  killed  and  wounded  iu  both  battles 

32 

171 

203 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  WINDER, 
Brigadier- Geyieral^  Commanding, 

Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Headquarters  Valley  Distriet, 


No.  232. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  T.  Poague,  Roclcbridge  {Va.)  Artillery^  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  of  First  Brigade,  Valley  District, 

July  7,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  June 
27,  when  the  brigade  started  for  the  battle-field,  my  battery  was  or- 
dered to  halt  and  await  orders.  Next  day  I received  orders  to  join  the 
lirigade,  whicli  I did,  remaining  with  it  until  July  1,  but  taking  no  part 
ill  any  of  the  engagements  up  to  that  date. 

About  30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  while  following  the  bri- 
gade on  the  march  near  Frazier’s  farm,  I received  an  order  from  Major- 
General  Jackson  to  hurry  on  to  the  front  and  report  to  Major-General 
Whiting.  Not  being  able  to  find  the  latter  officer,  by  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  I took  iiosition  in  a wheat  field  on  the  left  of  Balthis’ 
battery  (Staunton  Artillery),  which  had  just  ])receded  us.  My  guns 
were  jjosted  behind  the  crest  of  a ridge,  by  which  they  were  to  some 
extent  protected  from  the  enemy’s  fire. 

Sliortl}^  after  opening  fire  the  impression  got  out  by  some  means 
that  all  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  leave  the  field.  Not  being  able 
to  trace  it  to  an  authoritative  source,  I ordered  my  xiieces  to  continue 
firing.  One  or  two  batteries  in  the  mean  time  left  the  field.  Oaxitain 
Balthis  soon  exhausted  his  ammunition,  and  shortly  afterward  left  the 
field.  By  this  time  Lieutenant  Carpenter  had  gotten  two  pieces  in 
position  and  opened  fire. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  was  most  terrific,  and  in  the  main 
very  accurate.  That  the  loss  on  our  side  was  not  much  heavier  is 
owing  to  the  protection  afforded  by  our  xiosition. 

The  detachment  of  the  G-x)eunder  was  now  so  much  reduced  as  not 
to  be  able  to  work  the  gun  ; it  was  sent  off  the  field,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  detachment  distributed  among  the  other  xheces.  Finding  that 
the  contest  was  a very  unequal  one,  having  the  fire  of  several  batteries 
concentrated  ux)on  five  guns  on  our  side,  my  pieces  were  ordered  to 
cease  firing.  The  gun  of  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  next  to  us,  also  ceased 
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at  my  suggestion.  My  object  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to  hold  up 
until  we  could  get  other  batteries  to  our  assistance.  Two  more  bat- 
teries were  then  brought  into  position.  Our  guns  again  opened,  under 
direction  of  Major  Whiting,  but  elicited  only  a feeble  response  from 
the  enemy.  After  a few  rounds  our  batteries  ceased  firing. 

Soon  thereafter  I was  ordered  to  report  with  my  battery  to  Major- 
General  Hill,  but  was  not  called  on  to  go  into  action  again.  About  5 
o’clock  I obtained  permission  to  go  to  the  rear  for  ammunition. 

The  following  are  the  casualties  which  occurred  during  this  artillery 
engagement : Killed — privates,  2.  Wounded — non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, 1 ; privates,  9.*  One  horse  was  killed  and  several  disabled.  With 
three  or  four  exceptions  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  was  in  the 
highest  degree  creditable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  T.  POAGUE. 

Capt.  J.  F.  O’Brien, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General^  First  Brigade^  Valley  District. 


Ko.  233. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  C.  Carpenter.,  Alleghany  ( Va.)  Artillery.,  of  the 
battle  of  PoindexteVs  Farm  [Malvern  Rill). 

, July  — , 1862. 

The  following  is  most  respectfully  submitted  as  a report  of  the  move- 
ments of  Carpenter’s  battery  from  June  27  to  July  1,  inclusive: 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  battery  moved  with  the  brigade 
until  we  reached  Gainers’  farm,  when  we  were  halted  to  wait  further 
orders,  which  were  received  next  morning — to  join  the  brigade — near 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy,  where  we  remained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  JOth,  when  we  moved  with  the  brigade,  encam[)ing  at  Wliite 
Oak  Swamp,  moving  next  morning  early  with  the  brigade  some  3 miles, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  report  to  General  Whiting,  who 
ordered  us  to  take  position  in  the  field  near  Poindexter’s  residence. 
Some  three  batteries  being  in  advance,  all  took  immediate  positions. 
Sending  Lieutenant  McKendree  back  to  report  the  fact,  halted  the  bat- 
tery, and  started  to  look  out  a position,  when  I met  a battery  coming 
off,  and  directly  another.  Learning  from  them  there  was  no  suitable 
place  in  that  direction,  returned,  and  found  my  battery  gone  with  the 
others.  Overtaking  tliem  as  soon  as  possible,  immediately  ordered 
them  back,  in  the  mean  time  inquiring  by  whose  orders  they  left.  They 
could  not  tell  me  who  he  was ; said  he  rode  ui)  and  told  them  to  move 
back  in  the  woods. 

General  Whiting  hurried  us  back,  and  we  took  position  on  the  right 
of  Capt.  W.  T.  Poague  under  the  most  severe  fire  I think  I ever  experi- 
enced, where  we  were  engaged  for  about  an  hour  and  a half,  wlnm  we 
were  ordered  to  cease  firing  and  wait  further  orders,  having  lost  l.man 
killed  and  5 wounded. 

Commenced  firing  again  about  2.30  o’clock,  continuing  until  about 
5 o’clock.  Our  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  was  ordered  to 
the  rear,  losing  1 man  killed,  2 wheels  broken,  and  2 horses  wounded. 

Am  very  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  [George]  McKendree  and  [W. 
T.j  Lambie  for  services  rendered  me  during  the  engagement.  Corporals 
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Eeid  and  Montague  deserve  especial  notice  for  the  coolness  and  pre- 
cision with  which  they  pointed  their  pieces,  as  does  Private  James  M. 
Hammond,  acting  gunner,  and  many  others,  for  personal  courage  and 
coolness. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  CARPENTER, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding  Carpenter’s  Battery. 


No.  234. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lawson  Botts,  Second  Virginia  Infantry^  of  the 
battles  of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 

Jidy  13,  1862. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at 
an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  June  27,  from  camp  near  Totopotomoy 
Creek,  the  Second  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Allen,  was  put  on  the 
march  and  moved  all  day  toward  the  enemy. 

About  5 o’clock,  the  fire  of  musketry  being  exceedingly  heavy,  the 
regiment  moved  rapidly  forward  and  was  drawm  up  in  line  of  battle 
immediately  in  rear  of  Ball’s  old  tavern,  exposed  to  the  shells  of  the 
enemy. 

In  a few  minutes  the  regiment  and  the  Fifth  Virginia,  under  Colonel 
Baylor,  were  ordered  a sliort  distance  to  the  front  to  sui)port  the  Pur- 
cell Battery,  and  while  in  this  i)osition  Cai)tain  Burgess,  of  Company 
F,  Second  Regiment,  was  wounded. 

Soon  these  regiments  were  moved  to  the  left,  and  the  whole  brigade, 
by  command  of  General  Winder,  was  drawni  up  in  line  of  battle,  and 
ordered  to  charge  a battery  whose  shells  had  for  some  time  been 
sweeping  the  field  around  us.  The  Second  Regiment  responded  promptly 
to  the  call.  The  charge  was  made  through  a wood  of  thick  under- 
growth, over  a marsh,  and  the  men  became  separated.  Forming  the 
line  again  the  men  pressed  steadily  forward,  leaving  behind  in  an  open 
lie.’d  whole  regiments  which  had  been  previously  sent  forward. 

About  7 o’clock  the  regiment,  numbering  about  80  men,  reached  a 
hill  near  McGehee’s  house,  and  found  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries 
and  their  sui)ports  terrible. 

Here  Colonel  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Keeler,  of  Company  C,  fell.  Here 
IMajor  Jones,  Captain  Colston,  and  Lieutenant  Kinsey  were  wounded. 
Here  several  of  the  men  were  killed  or  wounded. 

Tlie  regiment  being  in  advance,  or  at  least  separated  from  the  bri- 
gade, few  in  numbers,  did  not  advance,  but  gallantly  held  its  position. 
General  Winder  soon  coming  up,  and  seeing  the  i)Osition,  gave  orders 
to  maintain  the  hill  while  he  brought  up  re-enforcements,  which  could 
b(‘  seen  in  our  rear.  Hurrying  these  up,  the  line  of  battle  was  again 
lormed  and  the  order  to  charge  was  given  by  General  Winder.  As  be- 
fore, the  regiment  gallantly  answered.  Our  troops  rushed  forward,  the 
enemy  fell  back  in  retreat,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  enemy  had  tied, 
leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  field,  upon  which  we  remained  all 
night. 

J cannot  close  the  report  of  this  day  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  Major  Jones^,  Captains  Colston^ 
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and  Burg^ess,  and  Lieutenants  Keeler  and  Kinsey,  and,  indeed,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  regiment. 

On  Saturday  the  regiment  remained  near  McGehee’s. 

On  Sunday  we  were  marched  as  far  as  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  re- 
turned about  night-faU  to  our  camp. 

Monday  we  crossed  the  Chickahomiuy  and  the  York  Kiver  Kailroad, 
and  bivouacked  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  moved  Tuesday,  July  1, 
on  the  Shirley  road,  halting  occasionally  for  some  time.  Heavy  artil- 
lery lire  all  tiie  while  heard  in  front. 

Passing  a church,  we  were  placed  in  a wood  about  5 p.  m.  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  remained  there  over  an  hour. 

Some  of  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  within  r^ach  of  the  shells 
of  the  enemy,  about  (>.30  o’clock  the  brigade  was  ordered  from  the 
woods  to  the  road.  The  thick  undergrowth  delayed  the  movements  of 
the  Second  and  Fifth  Eegiments  so  much,  that  when  the  left  of  the 
Second  reached  the  road  neither  the  Twenty-seventh,  Fourth,  nor  Thirty- 
third  were  in  sight.  The  road  was  crowded  with  artillery  and  regi- 
ments hastening  from  the  battle-field.  The  regiment  was  pushed  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  road,  and  Sergeant-Major  Burwell 
sent  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  routes  taken  by  General  Winder,  and 
by  his  exertions  we  followed  in  his  track. 

Kight  was  rapidly  closing  in.  The  regiment  was  in  the  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  road,  marching  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemj^  and  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  their  artillery. 

Leaving  the  woods  we  entered  a field,  which  was  swept  by  the  enemy’s 
fire.  Here  Ave  met  officers  and  men  hastening  to  the  rear,  whoreiiorted 
that  all  our  troops  Avere  in  retreat.  Still  the  regiment  Avas  pushed  for- 
Avard  to  join,  if  possible,  tlie  brigade.  The  Fifth  Avas  in  our  rear.  The 
darkness,  the  rapid  march,  and  the  Avoods  had  separated  the  men  A^ery 
miK^ii,  and  the  command  Avas  exceedingly  small.  Concealing  them  by 

a deep  ravine  in  a wood,  Avithin  150  yards  of  the road,  I rode  out 

until  I struck  the  road.  Here  I could  not  see  any  of  our  troops,  and 
the  fire  from  the  enemy  was  incessant. 

On  my  return  to  the  regiment  Colonel  Baylor  called  me  to  a consul- 
tation, and  the  result  Avas  that  Ave  should  fall  back  and  join  oui  brigade, 
our  imiiression  being  that  our  troops  had  been  drKenfrom  this  portion 
of  the  field.  If  w^e  remained  we  would  expose  the  men  to  a fire  Avhich 
they  could  not  reply  to  or  be  cut  ofl’  by  the  enemy ; therefore,  marching 
to  the  rear  by  nearly  the  same  route  we  had  advanced,  A\^e  struck  the 

road  at Church,  and  learning  that  General  Winder  hail  not 

fallen  back,  we  reformed  our  regiments  and  reported  to  him. 

ProA'identially  Ave  had  only  2 men  Avounded,  though  exposed  to  as 
heaA^y  a fire  as  ever  the  regiment  was  under. 

With  this  1 send  you  a list  of  the  killed  and  Avonnded. 

LAWSOK  BOTTS,  • 
Lieutenant-  Colotielj  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Pegiment  Virginia  Vol.  Tnfantra^ 

Juty  13,  1862. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  list  of 
killed  and  Avounded  in  the  Second  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers  in  the 
actions  of  June  27  and  July  1 : 
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Killed. 

-C! 

§ 

O 

RECAPITULATION. 

3 

3 

Nnn-r,nTnnii.sainno(l  oltir.fira  .. 

2 

Privates 

4 

17 

Total 

7 

22 

Ecspectfully, 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding, 


No.  235. 

Rcjyort  of  Col.  Charles  A.  Ronald.,  Fourth  Virginia  Infantry.,  of  the  battles 
of  Caines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Eegiment  Yiroinia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Richmoiid,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 

Tlie  different  roads  over  wliicli  the  regiment  traveled  in  going  to  the 
battle-field  on  June  27  and  everyday  thereafter,  inclusive  of  the  battle 
of  July  1,  prevents  me  from  giving,  by  proper  description,  the  different 
positions  of  and  routes  taken  by  the  regiment  in  its  march  to  the  sev- 
eral engagements.  I beg  leave,  however,  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment  in  the  actions  of  June  27  and 
July  1 : 

About  4 p.  m.  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  marched  at  very  quick 
time  on  the  road  until  it  came  to  about  2 miles  of  where  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill,  or  Cold  Harbor,  was  raging.  Here  the  men  threw  off'  their 
blankets  and  marched  at  double-quick,  when  a halt  was  ordered  by 
General  Winder  near  a house  which  I believe  is  called  Cold  Harbor 
Tavern.  At  this  point  the  general  put  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle 
and  said  to  them,  “Prepare  for  a charge.”  The  line  being  formed,  the 
right  of  the  Fourth  resting  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  we  re- 
mained here  for  a short  time  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns, 
whose  shell  did  not  prove  destructive,  though  within  range.  About 
6.30  p.  m.  the  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  passing  through 
swamps  and  woods  for  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  when  an  open  field 
was  reached  ; but  from  some  cause  or  other  the  Second  and  Fifth  be- 
came detached  on  the  left,  and  Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  on  the 
right.  I marched  forward  until  I came  up  to  General  Lawton’s  brigade, 
which  was  seeuiingly  at  a rest.  At  this  moment  you  directed  me  to 
change  my  front  and  forward  the  Hampton  Legion,  which  I did.  This 
brought  me  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  battery  which  the  brigade 
had  been  ordered  to  take.  By  this  time  the  Twenty-seventh  resumed 
its  position  on  my  right,  and  now  the  brigade,  with  all  the  regiments, 
continued  to  charge  the  enemy’s  battery.  It  was  getting  late,  twilight 
perhaps,  wlien  the  brigade,  reunited,  moved  forward ; but  upon  arriviug 

at  about  yards  of  the  batteiy  it  retired.  After  being  satisfied 

that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position  the  general  about-faced 
the  brigade,  marclied  about  100  yards,  and  rested  for  the  night.  I 
thi’cw  out  a i)icket  in  front  of  my  regiment  for  the  night. 
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It  was  in  this  charge  that  Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon, 
aucl  Private  James  Perfater,  Company  L,  were  mortally  wounded. 
James  E.  Eicliardson,  Company  B ; James  Beville,  Company  A,  pri- 
vates, were  wounded. 

I beg  to  say  that  in  the  charge  the  regiment  did  most  handsomely, 
preserving  the  alignment  while  charging,  and  the  men  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  get  the  battery. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows  : 

Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon,  mortally  wounded;  Private 
James  Perfater,  Company  L,  mortally  wounded;  Private  James  E. 
Eichardson,  Company  B,  wounded,  and  Private  James  A.  Beville,  Com- 
pany A,  wounded. 

I must  be  i)ardoned  for  saying  that  the  men  and  officers  of  my  regi- 
ment were  very  much  pleased  at  the  handsome  and  splendid  style  in 
which  the  brigade  was  by  the  general  led  into  action. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  28th,  I threw  out  some ’men  to  relieve  the 
picket  1 had  put  out  the  night  before.  They  brought  in  several  pris- 
oners. It  was  some  three  or  four  of  these  fresh  men  who  arrested 
Brigadier- Greneral  Eeynolds  and  Captain  Kingsbury,  his  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general. 

The  regiment  remained  here  until  Sunday  morning,  when  it,  with 
the  brigade,  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the  Chickahominy,  where  it 
remained  inactive  until  nearly  night,  and  then  returned  to  the  ground 
occupied  in  the  morning. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march  and 
proceeded  to  a point  at  or  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  it  remained 
for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  marched  down road;  halted  near  a 

church.  While  here  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a strong  position  on 
Malvern  Hill,  opened  fire  upon  the  advance  of  our  army,  whereupon 
an  artillery  duel  ensued  between  ours  and  the  enemy^s  batteries.  The 
brigade  was  here  forced  to  seek  cover  in  the  woods,  where  it  remained 
until  quite  late  in  the  evening.  My  regimeJit  did  not  suffer  from  the 
shells  thrown  by  the  eneuiy,  though  some  casualties  occurred  in  the 
brigade. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  infantry  became  engaged,  and  my  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  scene  of  action.  I received  no  orders, 
but  followed  the  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment,  which  was  my  position  in 
the  march.  The  Twenty -seventh  double-quicked  through  the  woods. 
I followed,  passing  out  of  the  woods  into  an  open  field.  We  were  ex- 
])osed  to  a tremendous  and  furious  fire  from  the  enemy^s  batteries.  I 
continued  to  move  the  regiment  at  a double-quick  in  oider  to  secure 
the  wood,  some  200  yards  in  advance,  where  I intended  to  close  the 
regiment  up,  as  coming  so  rapidlj^  through  the  first  woods  the  files  be- 
came widely  separated,  but  all  entered  the  field  and  were  striving  to 
close  up,  tiiough  the  shells  were  bursting  all  around  and  in  great  ra- 
])idity ; but  when  the  first  company  reached  the  Avoods,  Colonel  Grigsby, 
I believe — or  it  may  have  been  some  one  else — commanded  “Left  into 
line.”  I commanded  “Halt,”  and  did  all  I could  to  stop  the  regiment, 
in  order  to  close  it  up.  But  it  Avas  getting  late,  and  the  cheering  of  the 
iuen  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  the  moA^ement,  Lieut.  Col.  E. 
1).  Gardner  and  Maj.  AVilliam  Terry  doing  all  in  their  poAver  to  bring  the 
regiment  together,  but,  unfortunately,  it  Avas  not  accomplished. 

It  AAnis  here  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner’s  horse  was  shot  dead,’ 
falling  upon  him,  and  he  Avas  unable  to  get  from  under  his  horse  until 
assisted.  Up  to  this  moment  he  Avas  doing  all  a man  could  do  to  get 
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the  men  together.  Major  Terr^'  acted  well  his  part,  but  exi)osiug  him- 
self all  the  time  iu  his  effort  to  get  the  regiment  in  order.  J left  him 
in  the  held,  and  rode  iu  with  that  portion  of  the  regiment  wliich  had 
entered  the  woods  j but  in  the  mean  time  it  had  grown  quite  dark,  and 
it  was  difficult  in  a Avood  so  dense  to  keep  eA^en  the  advanced  portion 
of  the  regiment  together.  Passing  through  this  Avood,  I readied  the 

road  with  only  a part  of  the  regiment — in  aAvord,  the  regiment, 

unfortunately,  became  sejiarated,  and  owing  altogether  to  the  fact  that 
the  command  above  referred  to  Avas  given  by  some  one.  But  for  this  I 
Avould  have  secured  a new  formation  of  the  regiment  and  taken  it  alto- 
gether into  action.  But  as  it  was,  some  were  on  the  left  and  others  on 
the  right  of  other  troops.  Men  and  officers,  so  far  as  I could  discoA^er, 
acted  very  well  in  the  engagement. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows : 

******* 


RECAPITULATION. 


Juue  27 : 

Commissiniied  officers 

Xon-commissionod  officers. 
Privates 

Total 

July  1 : 

Goiiimissioned  officers 

Nou-commissioned  officers 
I’rivates 

Total 

Casualties  in  all 


1 


3 


1 

1 I 

5 20 

7 25 

30 


Bespectfully  submitted. 


CH.  A.  KOKALD, 

Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Cajitaiii  O’Brien,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  236. 

Report  of  Col.  William  S.  II.  Baylor^  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry , of  the  bat- 
tles of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  ItEaiMENT  Virginia  Infantry, 

July  9,  1862. 

Captain  : I haA^e  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
the  27th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Winder, 
I prepared  my  regiment  for  immediate  action. 

It  was  marching  left  in  front,  and  in  the  raiiid  movement  forward 
Avas  partly  cut  in  two  by  the  Second  Brigade,  which  created  some  con- 
lusion  iu  the  right  companies,  and  resulted  in  depriAung  me  of  some  of 
my  best  men,  AAdio,  in  the  confusion  and  rapid  movement,  lost  their  Avay 
and  were  unable  to  Join  me  during  the  battle.  I am  happy,  hov/CAmr, 
to  state  that  some  of  those  AA^ho  AAmre  thus  cut  off’  joined  themselves  to 
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other  regiments  and  no  doubt  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  of  the  First 
Brigade. 

On  arriving  at  or  near  the  tavern  I,  with  the  Second  Virginia,  was 
ordered  to  support  several  batteries  that  were  being  placed  in  position 
just  to  the  front  of  it,  which  order  I promptly  executed,  moving  my 
regiment  to  the  support  of  the  left  battery,  leaving  the  right  for  the 
Second  Eegiment. 

This  disposition  had  hardly  been  made  before  the  news  came  (I  do 
not  know  how)  ‘^They  are  driving  our  men  back,”  and  now  Brigadier- 
General  Winder  ordered  the  brigade  forward,  thus  placing  my  regiment 
on  the  left  and  the  Second  Eegiment  immediately  on  its  right.  The 
movement  was  made  at  a rapid  pace  through  swamps  and  bogs  and 
thick  undergrowth,  which  made  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  the 
proper  alignment.  From  the  moment  of  my  being  placed  in  position  to 
sup])ort  the  battery  the  shells  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  fell  around  us 
thick  and  fast,  and  yet  my  men,  like  veterans,  pressed  on  to  the  front 
with  a spirit  and  determination  which  afterward  contributed  to  the 
complete  success  of  our  general’s  undertaking. 

After  emerging  from  the  woods  there  was  an  open  and  almost  naked 
field,  ascending  by  a regular  inclined  plane  for  almost  1,000  yards  to  the 
top  of  McGehee’s  hill,  on  which  the  enemy  was  posted  in  strong  force, 
both  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Being*  ordered  to  charge  in  connection 
with  the  entire  brigade,  and  to  keep  my  right  resting  upon  the  left  of 
the  Second  Eegiment,  I found  great  difficulty  in  doing  so  from  the  con- 
stant obliquing  of  the  brigade  to  the  right.  It  was  now  dusk,  and  I 
could  hardly  see  the  left  of  the  Second;  but  I urged  my  men  forward, 
being  guided  more  by  the  cheering  than  by  the  sight  of  that  regiment. 

The  charge  was  executed  in  gallant  style  and  at  a double-quick  un- 
lil  1 arrived  within  150  yards  of  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  I ordered  a 
halt,  seeing  that  the  Second  Eegiment  had  halted,  closed  up  the  regi- 
ment, and  opened  a fire  upon  the  enemy.  By  this  time  I found  that 
my  regiment  had  become  separated  a considerable  distance  from  the 
Second,  and  discovered  a regiment  lying  down  between  the  two,  some- 
what to  their  rear.  My  right  had  run  over  part  of  this  regiment  in  the 
charge,  and  I am  informed  that  previously  iny  left  had  done  the  same 
thing  for  another  regiment,  which  was  lying  down  and  in  its  way. 
While  my  regiment  was  engaged  in  action  to  the  front  I ascertained 
that  tlie  regiment  lying  down  between  mine  and  the  Second  Eegiment 
was  the  Thirty-eighth  Georgia.  Upon  asking  for  its  colonel,  I was  in- 
formed that  all  of  its  field  officers  were  wounded,  and  that  Captain  Law- 
ton,  assistant  adjutant-general  and  chief  of  Brigadier-General  Lawton’s 
staff,  was  controlling  it.  I asked  him  why  his  regiment  was  lying 
down;  he  replied  that  it  had  no  ammunition.  1 inquired  if  he  had 
bayonets,  and  whether  he  would  fill  up  the  space  between  me  and  the 
Second  Eegiment  in  the  charge.  He  replied  that  he  would,  and  I take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  upon  my  giving  the  order  to  charge  he  moved 
up  in  fine  style  and  assisted  in  holding  the  hill  during  the  night. 

The  whole  line  in  this  last  and  successful  charge,  obliqued  to  the 
right  and  the  right  of  my  regiment  swept  the  road,  in  which  it  cap- 
tured two  Parrott  pieces  in  battery,  which,  from  their  heated  condition, 
evidently  had  been  used  very  freely  and  with  terrible  effect  upon  our 
forces.  The  enemy  retired  slowly  and  sulleidy,  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  did  not  abandon  the  pieces  and  their  position  until  our  line 
had  approached  to  Avithin  75  yards  of  his. 

Not  stopping  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  I moved  forward  to  a fence  some 
50  yards  to  the  front,  and  placed  the  regiment  behind  it,  nearly  in  line 


Chap.  XXltt.) 


seven-days’  battles. 


581 


witli  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  While  there  a battery  of  ours  on  our 
left  hred  a discharge  of  canister,  which  enfiladed  iny  entire  line,  but, 
providentially,  hurt  no  one.  I speak  it  to  the  praise  of  iny  regiment 
that  while  this  discharge  cut  all  around  them  it  showed  no  symptoms  of 
alarm,  but  remained  steady  and  firm  until  one  of  the  i)rivates  gave 
notice  to  the  battery  that  we  were  friends. 

Under  orders  I afterward  moved  farther  forward,  and  subsequently 
withdrew  with  the  whole  line  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  threw  out 
])ickets  some  distance  to  the  front.  I immediately  called  for  Oompanj^ 
L to  man  the  two  pieces  captured,  but  ascertained,  that  Captain  Burke, 
First  Lieutenant  Swoope,  and  9 men  were  wounded,  leaving  only  1 
officer  and  9 men  unhurt.  I ordered  him  to  take  command  of  one  of 
tlie  i^ieces  and  load  it  with  canister ; but  he  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
had  used  every  charge  but  two,  one  of  which  was  found  in  the  limber- 
box,  the  other  reversed  in  one  of  the  guns.  I reported  these  facts  to 
General  Winder. 

My  men  got  but  little  repose,  as  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  intended  to  attack  us  during  the  night. 

1 found  several  wounded  FTorth  Carolinians  near  the  top  of  the  hill, 
from  which  I inferred  that  the  hill  had  been  in  our  ])ossession  and  re- 
taken by  the  enemy  prior  to  our  coining  forward.  I afterward  ascer- 
tained that  my  inference  was  correct. 

I sent  out  details  as  earlj^  as  practicable  to  take  care  of  my  wounded 
and  to  bury  the  dead. 

I cannot  undertake  to  mention  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers;  all  did 
their  duty.  Capt.  William  H.  Eandolph  was  killed  by  my  side  urging 
his  men  on  to  the  charge.  A braver  officer  never  poured  out  his  blood 
for  his  country.  Caiitains  Fletcher  and  Burke  were  wounded  and  dis- 
abled while  ill  the  fearless  discharge  of  their  duty.  Lieutenants  Swoope, 
Reiser,  and  Brown,  and  others  were  also  wounded  in  the  midst  of  the 
light,  while  the  officers  who  Avere  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unliurt  did 
everything  that  brave  men  could  do,  and  were  foremost  in  the  strife. 
Lieutenant  McKenney,  after  fighting  bravely  through  the  battle,  was 
wounded  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a musket.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  S. 
Funk  again  proA^ed  himself  efficient,  cool,  and  brave,  doing  all  that  an 
officer  could  do  toward  the  achievement  which  blessed  our  brigade  Avith 
a glorious  triumph.  Captain  Roberts,  acting  major,  managed  the  left 
of  the  regiment  in  a highly  creditable  manner,  and  behaved  with  intre- 
pidity and  daring  throughout  the  entire  engagement. 

AVhile  I feel  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  I find  it  impossible 
to  give  too  much  praise  to  the  non- commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
Avho,  Avithout  the  hope  of  praise  or  the  incentiA^es  of  promotion,  behav^ed 
like  heroes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Their  reward  will,  I 
trust,  soon  be  realized  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  for  which 
they  have  so  cheerfully  and  nobly  struggled. 

I feel  it  but  right  to  mention  Mr.  S.  H.  Bell  and  Mr.  William  J. 
Hunter,  citizens  of  Augusta  County,  for  their  x^rompt  and  humane 
ettbrts  in  attending  to  and  removing  the  Avounded  and  burying  the 
dead. 

The  list  of  casualties,*  hereto  appended,  is,  thanks  to  a protecting 
Providence,  small,  owing  to  the  interposition  of  the  darkness  of  night 
and  the  oA'ershooting  of  the  enemy. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  by  order  of  General  Winder,  T had  placed  my 
regiment  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  I had  scarcely  gotten 
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into  position  before  a Parrott  shell  mortally  wounded  Cai^tain  Fletcher. 
This  gallant  young  officer  had  on  many  occasions  i)roved  himself  so 
brave  as  to  be  the  idol  of  his  company  and  of  the  entire  regiment.  His 
last  words  on  the  field  were  words  of  encouragement  to  his  men. 

General  Winder  ordered  me  to  move  back  some  distance  and  out  of 
tlie  range  of  the  guns.  I had  hardly  executed  the  order  before  another 
shell  exploded  in  the  line,  killing  1 and  wounding  4 privates.  The 
brigade  was  then  moved  still  farther  back.  I obtained  permission  of 
General  Winder  to  go  to  the  rear  to  look  after  my  wounded,  and  while 
there  was  informed  that  the  brigade  was  moving  to  the  front.  With 
difficulty  I reached  the  head  of  my  regiment  just  as  it  tiled  to  the  right 
into  the  woods.  The  blocked-up  condition  of  the  road  compelled  the 
regiment  to  move  in  single  tile,  which  scattered  it  very  much.  Having 
received  no  orders,  1 followed  the  Second  Eegiment  across  a corn  field 
until  I arrived  at  a woods  and  found  it  imsted  in  a ravine,  which  seemed 
to  be  providentially  placed  in  our  way  as  a breastwork  against  the 
terrific  shower  of  shell  and  grape.  I soon  after  met  with  Colonel  Botts, 
who  informed  me  that  he  had  lost  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  After 
remaining  in  this  perilous  situation,  in  which  our  men  were  unable  to 
do  any  good  and  Avere  in  very  great  danger  and  finding  it  impossible 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  Colonel  Botts  and  I,  on  consultation, 
determined  to  fall  back  to  the  road,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing  with 
but  a few  wounded.  I gathered  the  scattered  inen  of  the  brigade,  as- 
sisted by  Colonel  Botts,  and  moved  along  the  road  until  I received 
orders  to  halt  and  rest. 

It  is  a great  source  of  regret  to  me  and  my  whole  regiment  that  we 
were  unable  to  be  with  our  old  companies,  and  Avhere  Ave  could  have 
rendered  them  some  assistance.  As  it  aa  as,  AA^e  Avere  almost  as  much 
exposed. 

A list  of  the  casualties  of  this  day  is  also  appended.* 

1 liaA^e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulh^,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  8.  H.  BAYLOR, 
Colonel  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 


No.  237. 

Report  of  Capt.  G.  C.  Smithy  Twenty -seveyith  Virginia  Infantry.,  of  the 
battles  of  Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Virginia  Vols., 

July  7,  18G2. 

Sir  : I respectfully  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  part  which  the 
Twenty-seA'eiith  Virginia  Regiment  took  in  the  battles  of  the  27th  ultimo 
and  the  1st  instant : 

On  the  27th  ultimo  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Grigsby, 
marched  with  the  First  Brigade  until  it  ap])roached  the  crest  of  a hill 
opposite  where  the  battle  was  then  raging  with  tremendous  Auolence. 
It  was  then  druAvn  up  in  line  of  battle  AVith  the  brigade.  Its  position 
in  the  line  was  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment  and  on 
the  left  of  the  Thirty-third  Virginia.  The  regiment  here  numbered 
125  men  in  ranks  and  18  commissioned  officers. 

From  the  position  Avhere  we  Avere  draAvn  up  we  adA^anced  in  line 
with  the  brigade  through  a dense  thicket  of  brush  and  timber  until  we 
came  into  cleared  fields,  where  were  still  standing  some  tents  of  the 
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enemy.  We  then  changed  the  direction  of  onr  advance  by  a left  half- 
wheei,  and  then  we  marched  directly  upon  a battery  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  throwing  grape  and  shell  profusely.  This  battery  was  soon 
silenced,  and  we  marched  to  a position  beyond  this  battery. 

It  being  then  quite  dark,  and  the  enemy  completely  routed,  we  were 
ordered  to  halt.  We  then  threw  out  pickets  to  protect  our  front  and 
then  remained  on  the  field  for  the  night. 

My  regiment  simply  made  a charge,  without  firing  during  the  engage- 
ment; we  were  ordered  to  use  the  bayonet;  the  enemy  gave  way  be- 
fore us. 

During  the  charge  the  regiment  was  exi^osed  considerably  to  the 
shells  of  the  enemy ; also  to  some  scattering  rifle-shots.  I had  none 
killed  and  but  2 slightly  wounded. 

At  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant  the  Twenty -seventh  regiment  was 
marched  up  the  road  in  column  with  the  brigade  until  it  came  within 
about  half  a mile  of  the  battle-field,  when  the  whole  brigade  filed  to 
the  right  into  a piece  of  woods.  Then  my  regiment,  in  a line  with  the 
brigade,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Thirty-third  Virginia  and  on 
the  left  by  the  Fourth  Virginia  Eegiments,  advanced  by  the  right  flank 
through  the  woods,  then  into  an  open  field,  and  then  again  through  a 
very  dense  forest  of  brush  and  timber,  across  the  main  road  to  the  i)0- 
sition  assigned  on  the  field. 

The  shot  and  shell  fell  fast  and  thick  on  us  as  we  marched  on,  and 
just  before  reaching  our  position  on  the  field  Col.  A.  J.  Grigsby,  while 
leading  the  regiment  in  his  dauntless  and  fearless  style,  was  struck  by 
a Minie  ball,  inflicting  under  his  left  arm  a painful  but  not  dangerous 
wound. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  fire,  which  it  did,  and  continued  firing 
for  some  length  of  time,  when  it  was  ordered  to  charge  on  a battery. 
This  was  attempted,  but  the  regiment,  being  much  scattered  and  unsup- 
ported by  suflicient  force,  was  com])elled  to  desist.  The  regiment  then 
resumed  its  original  position  on  the  field  and  continued  firing  until  the 
fight  closed. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement,  out  of  about  70  who 
went  into  the  fight,  was  1 killed  and  2 wounded.  Loss  in  both  engage- 
ments was  1 killed  and  4 wounded.* 

Respectfully, 


G.  C.  SMITH, 

Captain^  Gomdg.  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Virginia  Vols, 


Cai)t.  J.  F.  O’Brien,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade. 


Ro.  238. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Neff,  Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  hat- 
ties  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Thirty-third  Virginia  Regiment, 

July  8,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  recent  engagements  with 
the  enemy  in  front  of  Richmond.  The  report  must  necessarily  lack 
clearness,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  ground  on  which  we  operated  Avas 
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entirely  unknown  to  me.  There  are  no  general  landmarks  or  starting 
points  with  which  to  locate  my  position,  yet  I trust  to  make  myself 
tolerably  intelligible : 

We  had  been  halting  on  the  road  leading  along  in  rear  of  the  en- 
emy’s right  flank  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  June  27,  when 
the  brigade  was  again  put  in  motion  and  marched  on  down  the  road  for 
perhaps  2 miles,  when  the  regiments  were  counter-marched  and  the 
pieces  loaded.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  on  our  right  over  a line  ex- 
tending several  miles.  This  firing,  as  1 was  informed,  was  from  the 
divisions  of  Generals  Hill,  Ewell,  and  Longstreet,  who  were  actively 
engaging  the  enemy’s  right  fiank,  posted  on  the  north  side  of  Chick- 
ahominy"  Fiver  and  occupying  Gaines’  farm.  Our  brigade  was  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  General  Lawton’s  brigade,  which  was  moving  along 
very  slowly  in  the  road  already  mentioned.  Coming  to  the  end  of  the 
woods  which  had  skirted  the  road  for  a long  distance  we  filed  to  the 
right,  the  Twenty-seventh  Virginia  leading,  my  regiment  following 
immediately  in  rear.  After  marching  through  a clover  field,  by  a 
small  white  house  in  the  edge  of  the  field,  we  turned  off  to  the  right, 
the  men  leaving  their  blankets  and  knapsacks  at  the  corner  of  a nar- 
row lane,  which  we  now  entered,  making  directly  for  the  battle-field. 
Our  progress  being  no  longer  obstructed  by  troops  in  our  front,  we 
I)usbed  rapidly  on  through  pine  thickets  and  swamps  for  about  half  a 
mile  until  we  reached  an  open  plain  with  a wood  in  front,  beyond 
which  the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging.  Shells  were  flying  over  the  field, 
and  the  wounded  and  stragglers  were  falling  to  the  rear  every  moment; 
some  few  of  the  latter  Avere  rallied  and  joined  the  regiment.  On  the 
edge  of  this  plain  the  TAA^enty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  were  formed 
into  line  of  battle,  the  Thirty-third  on  the  right,  but  soon  moved  off* 
again,  marching  by  the  flank.  Thirty-third  in  front.  We  marched  on  in 
this  manner  across  the  field  to  an  old  road  having  telegraph  wires  ex- 
tending along  its  course;  here  we  Avere  halted,  and  the  brigade  formed 
in  column  of  regiments.  Thirty-third  in  front. 

Soon  after,  and  near  sundowu,  a line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  the 
whole  line  moA^ed  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  the  Thirty-third 
on  the  right.  Marching  on , Ave  soon  entered  the  woods,  a portion  of  which 
contained  thick  undergrowth.  The  firing  in  our  front  Avas  very  heavy; 
shells  were  bursting  over  us,  and  rifle  balls  pretty  Avell  spent  were  also 
falling  in  our  midst.  After  entering  the  woods  some  40  or  50  paces  I 
came  upon  a Georgia  regiment  lying  in  the  Avoods,  and  Avas  about  to 
pass  my  men  through  their  ranks  when  the  colonel  remonstrated 
against  it,  at  the  same  time  telling  me  that  several  regiments  were 
drawn  up  in  his  front  and  that  there  was  great  danger  of  being  shot 
by  our  friends.  I then  marched  the  regiment  by  the  left  flank  and 
passed  on  after  the  Twenty-seA^enth,  AA^hich  I could  scarcely  keep  in 
sight  of,  going  through  the  swamp  and  thicket.  Urging  my  men  along 
as  fast  as  possible  I soon  got  across  the  swamp  and  over  the  hill, 
leaving  nothing  but  a deep  ravine  between  me  and  the  enemy’s  camp, 
situated  on  the  rising  ground  beyond,  but  which  had  already  been 
carried  by  our  forces  only  a few  moments  before.  I here  met  General 
Ewell,  who  delayed  both  regiments  for  a few  moments  to  gwe  us  some 
instructions,  Avhen  we  again  pressed  forward.  * Here,  too,  Ifor  the  first 
time  found  that  only  a portion  of  my  regiment  had  come  up — the  rest 
were  still  entangled  in  the  swamp ; but  there  was  no  time  to  wait,  as 
we  Avere  already  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  had  hur- 
ried on  past  regiments  and  brigades  in  their  front.  We  pushed  on  by 
several  regiments,  and  coming  up  again  with  the  Fourth  Virginia,  we 
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marched  on  in  line  at  a rapid  pace.  The  hrin!!?  on  our  left  was  quite 
heavy,  but  on  the  right  the  enemy  was  in  full  retreat,  and  but  few 
shots  were  tired.  Marching  for  about  half  a mile,  after  gaining  the 
enemy’s  camp  we  approached  a heavy  piece  of  timber  beyond  a ravine. 
We  were  ordered  to  halt  and  soon  after  to  take  x)Osition  150  i)aces 
l)erhaps  in  rear,  where  we  lay  for  the  night,  throwing  out  pickets  on 
our  front  and  flank.  Soon  after  taking  this  position  1 was  joined  by  a 
l)ortion  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Maj.  F.  W.  M.  Holliday,  which 
liad  become  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  regiment  in  the  swamp,  as 
already  mentioned,  This  x)ortion  of  the  regiment  had  advanced  farther 
to  our  right  than  any  of  our  forces  and  was  fired  upon  by  a New  York 
regiment,  inflicting  a loss  upon  us  of  1 man  killed.  The  hostile  regi- 
ment running  as  soon  as  it  fired,  no  opportunity  was  given  to  return 
their  fire. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  1 killed  and  3 wounded.  Among  the 
wounded  Lieutenant  Eastham,  Oomx^any  I. 

Saturday,  the  28th,  remained  in  our  i)Osition  all  day,  men  being  em- 
Xfioyed  a x)ortion  of  the  day  in  gathering  arms  and  burying  the  dead  of 
friend  and  foe. 

Sunday,  the  29th,  marched  down  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  where  we 
remained  for  several  hours,  and  then  returned  to  our  former  j^osition. 

Monday,  tlie  30th,  were  aroused  at  2.30  a.  m.  Got  under  arms  and 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Grapevine  Bridge,  crossed 
Chickaliominy,  and  marched  to  the  York  Kiver  Eailroad.  Marched 
down  the  road  some  distance,  and  then  down  what  1 was  told  was  the 
Williamsburg  road.  Heard  heavy  firing  in  front  of  us,  but  did  not  get 
under  fire  all  day.  Bivouacked  at  dark  near  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  marched  at  daylight,  crossed  the  swamx^,  and  moved 
on  in  the  direction  of  James  Kiver.  Do  not  remember  what  troops 
were  immediately  in  our  front.  The  Thirty-third  Kegiment  marched 
in  rear  of  the  brigade.  About  11  o’clock  we  filed  into  a wood  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  formed  line  of  battle,  Thirty-third  on  the  extreme 
left.  Kemained  in  this  position  a considerable  time,  and  then  fell  back 
a short  distance  to  get  out  of  range  of  shells.  Here  we  remained  until 
near  sundown,  when  we  were  ordered  to  “Attention,”  faced  to  the  left,' 
and  moved  down  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  tiring.  Thirty-third 
leading.  As  we  api^roached  the  scene  of  action  found  the  firing  very 
warm,  shot  and  shell  flying  over  and  around  us.  Vie  again  filed  to  the 
right  into  the  woods,  through  which  we  soon  made  our  way ; entered  a 
corn  field  and  inclined  to  the  left,  marching  on  until  we  again  reached 
the  main  road.  In  the  road  we  halted  for  a moment,  the  men  lying 
down  behind  a fence  in  the  mean  time,  which  att’orded  a partial  protec- 
tion. Soon  moved  off  again,  crossed  the  fence  to  our  left,  and  marched 
in  an  oblique  direction  through  a thick  undergrowth  across  a swamp ; 
clambered  up  a steep  acclivity  on  the  opposite  side ; crossed  the  fence, 
and  found  ourselves  on  the  field  of  battle. 

It  was  now  quite  dark,  and  it  was  difficult  to  tell  where  were  our 
friends  or  foes.  The  regiment  was  put  in  line  as  well  as  circumstances 
would  i^ermit,  the  men  sheltering  themselves  behind  the  hill  as  much 
as  i)ossible  while  they  delivered  a r>retty  warm  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
We  were  for  some  time  unsupported,  and  our  small  force  must  certainly 
have  been  crushed  by  the  superior  weight  of  the  enemy  had  they  known 
our  numbers.  We  were  subsequently  joined  by  some  Louisiana  regi- 
ments and  General  Lawton’s  brigade. 

Considerable  confusion  was  created  necessarily  in  the  swamxi  and 
bushes,  oflicers  and  men  becoming  separated  and  regiments  more  or  less 
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intermingled ; yet,  so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  both  officers  and 
men  behaved  well.  Major  Holliday,  Adjutant  Walton,  Captain  Golla- 
day,  and  Sergeant-Major  Baldwin  were  particularly  brought  under  my 
notice.  Captain  Golladay  was  the  only  captain  in  the  regiment  on  the 
occasion. 

The  firing  did  not  cease  until  about  9 p.  m.,  when  it  gradually  died 
away,  the  enemy  finally  withdrawing. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement  was  4 killed  and  29 
wounded.  The  strength  of  the  regiment,  as  ascertained  a short  time 
before  going  into  the  engagement,  was  130  rank  and  file. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond  is  5 killed  and  32  wounded.* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  F.  KEFF, 

Colonel  Thirty -third  Virginia  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  F.  O’Brien, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.j  First  Brigade^  Valley  District. 


1^0.  239. 

. Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Cunningham.,  Twenty-first  Virginia  Infantry., 

commandmg  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  {Jackson^s),  of  the  battles 

of  Caines'’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Valley  District, 
Canip  near  Liberty  Mills,  Va.,  July  24,  18d2. 

Captain  : In  the  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Jones  from  sickness 
I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  recent  operations 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Valley,  before  Richmond: 

On  June  27  we  were  aroused  soon  after  daylight  by  heavy  and  con- 
tinuous cannonading  on  our  right,  our  position  being  on  the  Meadow 
Bridge  road.  Soon  after  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion  in  the  direction 
of  Cold  Harbor,'  moving  slowly,  with  frequent  halts,  the  brigade  being 
in  the  extreme  rear  and  immediately  behind  the  First  Brigade,  Valley 
District. 

We  moved  in  this  way  until  about  5 p.  m.,  when  I was  ordered  by 
yourself,  and  soon  after  by  Major  Dabney,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
to  carry  the  brigade  into  action,  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, Colonel  Fulkerson  commanding,  and  to  advance  with  this  bri- 
gade. 

I moved  the  brigade  quite  rapidly  through  the  woods,  at  one  time 
causing  it  to  double-quick  for  a short  distance,  in  order  to  keep  in  sight 
of  the  Third  Brigade.  It  was  at  this  point  that  the  First  Virginia 
Battalion,  Captain  Leigh  commanding,  was  separated  from  the  brigade. 

I refer  you  to  Captain  Leigh’s  report,  inclosed  herewith,  for  further 
information  as  to  the  operations  of  the  battalion  during  this  evening. 

I formed  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  under  cover  of  a hill,  protecting 
us  from  the  enemy’s  shell,  and  at  about  7 o’clock  moved  forward  in  line 
of  battle  to  relieve  Brigadier-General  Wilcox,  at  the  request  of  an  aide 
of  Major-General  Longstreet. 

I carried  the  brigade,  under  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Wilcox, 

* Tabular  statement  shows  loss  June  27  to  have  been  1 man  killed  and  3 wounded, 
and  on  July  1 to  have  been  4 men  killed  and  1 officer  and  28  men  wounded, 
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to  a point  of  woods  on  the  extreme  right  of  onr  lines  and  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  Chickahominy  Itiver.  The  enemy,  however,  when  we 
arrived  at  the  woods,  had  been  driven  out  by  an  attack  in  flank  by 
General  K.  H.  Anderson’s  brigade,  and  we  had  only  to  secure  about  40 
prisoners  who  vrere  trying  to  make  their  escape.  We  occupied  the 
ground  which  had  been  held  by  Butterfield’s  brigade  that  night.  In 
moving  to  our  first  position  4 men  in  the  Forty-eighth  Virginia  Kegi- 
ment  were  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  June  28,  we  left  our  position  soon  after 
daylight  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  Valley  District, 
in  "the  extreme  front,  where  we  remained  until  about  9 a.  m.,  when  I 
was  ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  take  the  brigade  to  a 
house  occupied  by  Brigadier-General  Winder  for  headquarters,  and  to 
rest  the  men  in  the  shade  of  trees  in  the  yard. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  28  and  29,  we  remained  near  Cold 
Harbor  comparatively  inactive.  Brigadier-General  Jones  took  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  on  Sunday  morning. 

On  Monday,  June  30,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  encamped 
that  night  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill,  halt- 
ing frequently. 

At  about  5 11.  m.  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  a body  of 
woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  about  400  yards  in  advance  of  a 
church,  our  position  being  immediately  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade. 
We  had  several  times  to  shift  our  position  to  avoid  a ‘great  number  of 
shells  thrown  near  us  by  the  enemy,  by  which  a captain  and  2 men  in 
the  Forty-eighth  Virginia  Eegiment  were  slightly  wounded. 

About  dark  the  brigade  was  moved  by  the  left  flank  out  on  the  road, 
and  proceeded  slowly  in  the  direction  of  the  firing  for  a short  distance^ 
when  it  was  stopped  by  some  confusion  in  the  brigade  in  front  of  us. 

At  this  point  Brigadier-General  Jones  received  a contusion  on  the 
knee  from  a piece  of  shell,  when  the  command  of  the  brigade  again 
devolved  on  me.  As  soon  as  the  road  was  somewhat  cleared  I led  the 
brigade  forward  and  occupied  a position  immediately  on  the  road  and 
about  20  paces  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade. 

We  remained  in  this  position  until  sunrise  next  morning,  July  2, 
when  we  retraced  our  steps  and  went  into  camp  near  the  church  men- 
tioned before,  and  remained  during  the  day  and  night. 

On  Thursday,  July  3,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Long  Bridge, 
and  encamped  that  night  about  2 miles  from  our  last  position. 

1 should  have  mentioned  before  that  Brigadier- General  Jones  resumed 
the  command  on  the  morning  of  July  2. 

On  Friday,  July  4,  we  moved  to  the  field  opposite  Westover,  where 
we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
went  into  camp  in  a bod3^  of  woods  on  our  left. 

We  remained  in  this  woods  until  Monday,  July  7,  when  we  relieved 
a part  of  General  Whiting’s  division  on  i)icket. 

On  Tuesday,  July  8,  we  left  our  camp  near  Westover  and  started  in 
the  direction  of  Eichmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  OUNNINTGHAM,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Valley  District. 
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Report  of  Capt.  William  P.  Moseley,  Twenty-first  Virginia  Infantry,  of 
operations  June  ‘21 -July  10. 

Oaaip  near  Gordonsville,  Va., 

July  24,  1802. 

I liave  the  lionor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Twenty-liist  Virginia  Keginient  before  Eicliinond  : 

The  above-named  regiment,  nader  command  of  Major  Moseley,  was 
held  in  reserve  the  most  of  June  27,  and  about  sunset  was  ordered  to 
advance,  when  it  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor.  It  spent  the  night  on  its 
arms. 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  28th  and  29th,  it  spent  near  Cold  Harbor  in 
a state  of  inactivity. 

On  Monday,  oOth,  it  crossed  over  the  Chlckahominy,  and  spent  the 
night  in  the  neighborhood  of  White  Oak  Swamp  in  camp. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  it  spent  mostly  on  the  road;  thence  to  Malvern 
Hill,  and  at  sunset  it  formed  the  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  near  the  last-named  place,  where  it  remained  under  a heavy 
shelling  until  dark,  when  it  moved  by  its  left  flank,  and  spent  the  nigiit 
on  the  road-side,  just  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill,  on  its  arms. 

The  next  day,  July  2,  it  S])ent  in  Camp  Low  Swamp  Church,  and  on 
Thursday,  the  3d,  it  retraced  its  footsteps  and  encamped  near  AVhite 
Oak  Swamp. 

That  night,  Friday,  4th,  it  was  ordered  in  the  neighborhood  of  AVest- 
over,  where  it  was  drawn.np  in  line  of  battle  all  the  rest  of  the  day,  and 
took  up  camp  in  the  woods  on  its  left,  where  it  remained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  Monday,  7th,  when  it  moved  forward  about  a quarter  of  a mile, 
and  spent  that  day  in  line  of  battle  on  picket. 

That  evening  it  fell  back  several  miles  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

Tuesday,  8th,  it  marched  to  a piece  of  woods  several  miles  west  of 
White  Oak  Swamp,  at  which  place  it  staid  one  day,  and  then  directed 
itself  toward  Richmond,  at  which  place  it  arrived  Thursday,  July  10. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  P.  MOSELEY,  Sr., 

Captain,  Commanding  Twenty-first  Virginia  Regiment. 

Capt.  R.  N.  Wilson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Cen.,  Second  Brigade,  Valley  District. 


No.  241. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  Lane,  Forty-second.  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Liberty  Mills,  Va., 

July  23,  1802. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  and  in  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  Will- 
iam Martin,  who  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  at  that  time,  I have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Forty-second  Regiment  Virginia 
Volunteers  in  tlje  recent  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  commencing 
June  20. 

Early  on  Friday  morning,  the  27th,  heav}'  firing  was  heard  in  front, 
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which  gradually  receded  down  the  Ohickahominy  Eiver,  on  the  north 
side,  until  late  in  the  evening.  The  Second  Brigade,  to  whicli  this  regi- 
ment is  attached,  was  in  the  rear,  and,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cunningham,  Avas  ordered  up.  After  being  marched  some 
2 miles  A^ery  rapidly  came  up  where  the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging 
the  fiercest.  The  regiment  Avas  immediately  formed  in  line  of  battle 
and  marched  across  a field  on  the  right,  Avhich  was  done  in  good  order. 

Just  as  the  regiment  came  up  the  enemy,  who  were  occupying  a 
strong  position  in  a piece  of  Avoods  immediately  in  our  front,  gave  way, 
leaving  many  dead  and  Avounded  on  the  field  and  in  the  woods.  The 
regiment  Avas  then  marched  across  the  woods,  and  in  its  march  captured 
30  or  40  prisoners,  mostly  unhurt,  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  the 
thick  brush  and  felled  timber.  The  regiment  was  then  halted  in  line 
of  battle  and  lay  upon  its  arms  during  the  night  on  the  battle-field. 
None  of  the  regiment  Avere  hurt. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  28th,  the  regiment  was  marched  doAvn  the 
road,  passing  Camp  Lincoln,  and  was  advanced  toward  the  bridge 
crossing  Chickahominy  Kiver.  The  regiment  was  again  ordered  back, 
and  ordered  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  at  a mill  to  the  left  of  Chick- 
ahominy Bridge,  Avhere  the  regiment  remained  during  the  day  and 
captured  3 prisoners,  oue  of  whom  was  Avounded. 

At  night  the  regiment  was  marched  back  to  camj),  and  again  on  the 
29th  returned  to  the  same  post,  where  it  remained  until  about  noon, 
when  it  was  ordered  across  Chickahominy  Eiver,  crossing  the  bridge 
and  taking  the  I’oad  by  the  way  of  Savage  Station. 

N^othing  worthy  of  note  occurred  until  Tuesday  evening,  July  1, 
Avhen  heavy  firing  was  again  heard  immediately  in  front,  when  the 
regiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  w^as 
ordered  iij)  and  took  iDosition  in  the  woods  near  Malvern  Hill,  where 
numerous  shells  were  throAvn  by  the  enemy,  but  did  the  regiment  no 
damage.  After  remaining  at  this  point  some  time  the  regiment  was 
ordered  along  the  road  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle  5 but  before  it 
reached  the  field  the  battle  had  nearly  ceased,  Avhen  it  Avas  ordered  to 
hold  the  field,  in  conjunction  AAdth  other  regiments,  which  it  did,  lying 
on  its  arms  during  the  night.  The  next  morning  the  regiment  was 
marched  back  to  cami)  near  a church.  After  this  nothing  Avorthy  of 
special  note  occurred. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

HENEY  LANE, 
il/ujor.  Commanding  liegimcnt. 

Capt.  E.  N.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  242. 

Rejwrt  of  Capt.  John  M.  Vermillion.,  Forty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry.^  of 
the  battles  of  Gaines'’  Mill  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Camp  near  Liberty  Mills, 

July  22,  18G2. 

The  regiment  Avas  first  ordered  to  the  scene  of  action  Friday,  27th 
ultimo.  MarcJied  in  line  of  battle  beyond  where  the  enemy  made  his 
first  stand,  when  the  brigade  Avas  halted  and  lay  in  line  of  battle  until 
morning.  In  our  advance  to  this  point  4 men  were  Avounded  (slightly) 


590 


[CnAr.  XXIIL 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 

ill  the  regiment.  The  command  remained  near  the  field  until  Monday 
morning,  when  it  again  took  up  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  encamping 
Monday  night  near  White  Oak  Station.  Tuesday,  the  regiment,  to- 
gether with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  formed  a supporting  line  in 
rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  thus  spent  most  of  the  day  near  the 
battle-field.  About  dark  it  was  ordered  to  the  field,  where  it  spent  the 
night.  The  enemy’s  bombs  were  a great  annoyance  this  day,  and 
wounded  (slightly)  1 captain  and  2 privates  in  the  regiment. 

These  are  the  positions  taken  by  the  Forty-eighth  Virginia  Eegiment 
in  the  battles  in  front  of  Eichmond. 

JNO.  M.  VEEMILLIOi^, 

Captain^  Gomdg.  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


No.  243. 

Report  of  Gapt.  B.  W.  Leigh,  First  Virginia  Battalion,  of  the  battles  of 
Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 

Hdqrs.  First  Virginia  Battalion,  Prov.  Army, 
Gamp  near  Liberty  Mills,  July  22,  1862. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  an  order  to  that  effect  I have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  i)art  taken  by  this  battalion  in  the 
recent  operations  near  Eichmond: 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  June  27,  the  battalion  was  encamped, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  at  a point  on  tlie  Meadow  Bridge 
road,  in  Hanover  County,  about  12  miles  from  Eichmond.  About  sun- 
rise we  were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  cannon  in  the  direction  of  Cold 
Harbor,  and  immediately  marched  toward  -it.  After  numerous  and 
long  halts  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  about  5 o’clock  in 
the  evening,  and  were  ordered  forward  into  action.  As  the  brigade 
hastened  onward  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  who  was  then  in 
command  of  it,  ordered  it  to  move  forward  in  double-quick  time.  But 
this  order  was  not  communicated  to  me,  and  as  the  battalion  was  in 
rear  of  the  brigade,  and  the  route  lay  across  several  marshj"  streams 
and  through  a body  of  woods,  I did  not  perceive  that  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  was  rapidly  separating  itself  from  us.  On  emerging  from  the 
woods  I was,  therefore,  surprised  to  find  that  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
was  out  of  sight.  At  this  juncture  an  orderly,  Mr.  Price,  came  with 
orders  to  guide  us  to  the  brigade;  but  it  had  moved  so  rapidly  that  he 
was  himself  unable  to  find  it.  Sending  Mr.  Price  to  seek  for  tlie  bri- 
gade I continued  to  lead  the  battalion  forward,  aiid  after  i)roceeding  a 
short  distance  met  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Mitchell,  who  ‘was  then  acting  as 
aide-de-camp  to  Brigadier-General  Winder,  and  had  orders  to  conduct 
the  brigade  to  a position  in  rear  of  that  occui)ied  by  the  First  Brigade. 
Mr.  Mitchell  went  on  in  search  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cunningham,  and 
•I  thought  it  best  to  carry  the  battaliou  at  once  to  the  i)osition  assigned 
to  the  brigade.  Upon  our  coming  u])  to  the  First  Brigade  General 
Winder  ordered  me  to  form  the  battalion  in  line  of  battle  a few  paces 
in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  We  remained  tliere  under  quite  a severe 
artillery  fire  until  about  7.30  o’clock,  when  General  Winder  ordered 
the  Pfirst  Brigade,  the  battalion,  and  several  other  regiments  to  form 
in  line  of  battle  and  move  forward  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front  of  us. 
The  battalion  occui)ied  the  center  of  the  line.  We  advanced  in  this 
manner  across  one  or  two  small  swamps,  through  some  wooded  land^ 
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and  over  some  open  fields,  driving*  the  enemy  before  us  from  one 
position  to  another,  until  we  approached  a body  of  woods  beyond 
the  house  subsequently  occupied  by  General  Winder  as  his  headquar- 
ters. By  this  time  it  had  become  quite  dark,  and  for  this  reason,  I 
presume.  General  Winder  ordered  us  to  halt.  We  shortly  afterward 
retired  to  a position  in  front  of  the  house  just  mentioned.  We  lay 
there  uiion  our  arms  all  night,  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy ^s  dead  and 
wounded. 

During  the  charge  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  at  times  quite  severe, 
and  at  one  point  3 of  the  men  in  the  battalion  were  wounded  within  a 
few  moments  of  each  other.  Tliey  were  First  Sergeant  Everett  and 
Fourth  Sergeant  McFarland,  of  Oomiiany  A,  and  Private  Lewis  Beck- 
man, of  Company  0.  Sergeant  Everett  was  shot  through  the  bladder 
and  has  since  died.  He  was  an  old  soldier,  although  not  an  old  man, 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  duties  and  uniformly  diligent  in  the 
discharge  of  them.  I believe  he  has  left  no  braver  and  no  better 
soldier  behind  him.  His  loss  is  irreparable  to  his  company. 

On  Saturdajq  June  28,  the  battalion  rejoined  the  brigade  and  re- 
mained with  it  at  Cold  Harbor  all  day. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  Brigadier-General  Jones  assumed  command  of 
the  brigade.  We  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the  Ghickahomiuy,  but 
it  was  not  in  a condition  to  enable  us  to  pass,  and  we  returned  to  our 
camping  ground  of  the  previous  day. 

On  Monday,  June  30,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Ohickahominy  and 
proceeded  to  a point  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  in  Henrico  County, 
where  it  halted  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  the  brigade  crossed  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
proceeded  toward  the  Malvern  Hills.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  day  a 
heavy  cannonade  to  the  front  announced  to  us  the  conflict  which  was  then 
in  progress.  A little  after  5 o’clock  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
about  100  paces  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  in  a body  of  woods  beyond 
a church,  of  which  I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  name.  While 
we  were  in  these  woods  a number  of  the  enemy’s  shell  exploded  near 
us,  and  we  shifted  our  position  several  times  to  get  out  of  their  exact 
range.  About  sunset  we  were  ordered  forward.  We  marched  slowly 
down  the  road  under  a terrific  fire  from  a battery  which  perfectly  com- 
manded it  and  which  threw  its  shells  with  great  accuracy.  Some  confu- 
sion occurred  amongst  the  troops  in  front  of  us,  and  we  were  kept  march- 
ing and  counter-marching  along  the  road  in  question  for  several  hours. 
Finally  we  proceeded  across  a small  stream  to  the  crest  of  a hill,  and 
remained  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  until  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Brigadier-General  Jones  was  disabled  early  in  the  night 
by  a contusion  on  the  knee  from  a piece  of  shell,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cunningham  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  the  night. 
Notwithstanding  the  terrible  fire  to  which  we  were  so  long  exposed  no 
one  in  the  battalion  was  injured  on  this  occasion. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2,  we  eucami)ed  near  the  church  I have  men- 
tioned. 

On  Thursday,  July  3,  we  shifted  our  camp  to  a iioint  a mile  or  two 
distant  on  the  road  to  the  Long  Bridge. 

On  Friday,  July  4,  we  marched  to  an  open  field  near  the  enemy’s 
encampment  at  Westover.  We  lay  in  this  field  in  line  of  battle  until 
the  evening,  and  then  encamiied  in  a neighboring  body  of  woods. 

On  Saturday,  J nl^^  5,  and  Sunday,  July  0,  we  lay  in  camp. 

On  IMonday,  duly  7,  the  brigade,  along  with  other  troops,  relieved 
General  Whiting’s  division  as  advanced  guard.  We  lay  on  iiicket  near 
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the  eiieuiy’s  liues  until  eveuiiigy  when  we  were  ordered  to  move  back  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear. 

On  Tuesday,  AV ednesday,  and  Thursday,  July  8, 9,  and  10,  we  marched 
back  toward  Eichmond,  and  on  the  last-named  day  we  encami)ed  at  a 
point  near  that  at  which  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike  crosses  the  Ohick- 
ahominy  Eiver. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  taking  the  occasion  to  bear  my 
testimony  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  with  wliich  the  officers  and  men 
met  and  endured  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  memorable  days  in 
question. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH, 

Captain^  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  E.  N.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  iSceond  Brigade,  Valley  District. 


No.  244. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  T.  H.  Warren,  Tenth  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division  {Jachsoii’s),  of  operations  June  20- 

July  1. 

Camp  Erescatti,  Va.,  July  24,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  general  headquarters  I luwe  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Third 
Brigade,  Army  of  the  Valley,  in  the  several  engagements  on  the  Ohick- 
ahominy. 

Thursday  night,  June  20,  this  brigade,  under  command  of  the  late 
Colonel  Fulkerson,  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  Eegiment,  bivouacked 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  below  Mechanicsville,  hav- 
ing marched  that  day  from  HuglJs  Tavern,  near  Asldand. 

Early  Friday  morning  it  was  on  the  road,  and  during  the  day  kept 
well  closed  up  on  the  brigade  which  immediately  preceded  it.  About 
3.30  j).  in.  the  brigade,  except  Captain  AVooding’s  battery,  was  ordered 
forward,  when,  leaving  the  road  on  our  left,  we  marched  by  the  riglit 
flank  through  a woods  and  crossed  a branch  to  an  open  field  in  which 
the  First  Brigade  was  forming.  Passing  through  this  field  and  another 
skirt  of  woods  we  entered  a large  grain  field,  where  we  were  exposed 
to  a harmless  fire.  Here  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the 
Thirty-seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by  Major  (now  Colonel)  Williams, 
on  the  right;  the  Tenth  Virginia,  under  my  command,  in  tlie  center, 
and  the  Twenty-third  Virginia,  under  Capt.  A.  A^.  Scott,  on  the  left. 
Soon  after  the  brigade  was  formed  it  was  ordered  forward,  as  1 was 
then  informed,  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  works  in  the  woods  on  the 
hill  in  front.  The  brigade  moved  forward  rapidly  with  a shout,  crossing 
the  field  and  up  to  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  hill,  which  we  found  de- 
serted, except  by  dead  and  wounded.  AVe  continued  to  advance  until 
we  came  up  to  Brigadier- General  Hood’s  brigade,  which  being  at  a halt, 
the  Third  was  also  halted,  and  Colonel  Fulkerson  went  forwaixl  to  ex- 
amine the  position  of  the  enemy,  when  we  received  a heavy  fir(?  from 
the  right,  and  the  gallant  Fulkerson  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  fire 
was  returned  by  another  brigade  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  disa])- 
l)eared  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  The  command  of  the  brigade  now 
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devolved  on  the  undersigned,  and  by  request  of  Brigadier-General 
Hood  I relieved  his  brigade,  and,  having  deployed  skirmishers  in  front, 
bivouacked  for  tlie  night,  the  engagement  being  then  at  an  end. 

The  next  morning  I moved  the  brigade  forward,  with  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  encounter  a portion  of  the  enemy^s 
cavalry,  which  fled  precipitately  at  the  first  fire  of  the  skirmishers. 
We  also  took  a number  of  prisoners. 

Subsequently,  pursuant  to  orders,  I reported  to  Brigadier-General 
Whiting  for  onlers,  and  Brigadier-General  Hampton  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  the  brigade  was  bivouacked  in  front  of  Mc- 
Gehee’s  house. 

Early  Monday  morning  it  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Ohicka- 
hominy  with  the  rest  of  the  Army  of  the  Yalley,  and  that  evening, 
with  the  other  brigades  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting’s  division,  was 
ordered  to  the  support  of  our  batteries  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday  morning  we  again  took  the  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
whom  we  encountered  rather  suddenly  about  miles  from  our  bivouac 
of  the  previous  night.  The  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  into  position  on 
the  right  of  the  road  near  a corn  field,  and  skirmishers  from  the  Tenth 
Virginia  Eegiment  were  deployed  in  front.  Subsequently  we  were 
ordered  to  a position  in  a large  grain  field  on  the  left,  where  we  remained 
during  the  rest  of  the  day  and  night,  and  were  exposed  to  a heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  guns. 

Our  casualties  were,  however,  but  slight,  for  which  we  are  alone  in- 
debted to  the  mercy  of  the  Divine  Being. 

The  action  of  Captain  Wooding  not  coming  under  my  observation, 
from  the  fact  that  1 did  not  command  the  brigade,  I respectfully  refer 
to  his  report,  herewith  inclosed. 

For  a list  of  casualties  I refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  from  the 
different  regiments. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  WAEEEH, 
Colonel  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment 

Maj.  E.  L.  Dabney,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gener at 


No.  245. 

Report  of  Capt,  George  W.  Wooding^  Danville  (Va.)  Artillery,  of  engage- 
ment at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hilt 

Camp  near  Gordon’s  Mills,  Ya., 

July  24,  1862. 

General:  My  battery  marched  from  Port  Eepublic  to  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  enemy  near  Eichmond  with  the  Third  Brigade,  commanded 
in  your  absence  by  Colonel  Fulkerson. 

On  Friday,  June  27,  we  arrived  to  within  a short  distance  of  the 
battle-field  at  Gaines’  Mill  about  4 m.  Soon  afterward  the  infantry 
were  ordered  to  leave  the  road  and  advance  by  a narrow  path  through 
the  woods  in  the  direction  whence  the  firing  proceeded.  Colonel  Ful- 
kerson ordered  me  to  remain  where  I was,  and  if  needed  he  would  send 
for  me. 

I received  no  orders  from  the  colonel  that  evening,  but  on  the  morn- 
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iug  of  tlie  28th  received  orders  from  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  Tenth  Regi- 
ment (Colonel  Fulkerson  having  been  mortally  wounded),  to  bring  my 
battery  forward.  This  order  I promptly  obeyed.  ]N^o  engagement,  how- 
ever, was  had  with  the  enemy  by  our  brigade  on  this  day  or  the  day 
following;  but  on  Monday,  the  30th,  while  on  the  march  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  enemy,  I received  orders  from  General  Hampton,  then 
commaoding  the  brigade,  to  hasten  to  the  front  of  the  column  with  my 
battery.  I did  so,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  White  Oak  Swamp  for 
about  five  hours. 

On  Tuesda^^,  July  1,  early  in  the  morning,  I received  orders  from 
General  Hampton  to  send  my  battery  forward  immediately ; but  owing 
to  the  loss  of  horses  sustained,  and  also  to  the  want  of  ammunition  (my 
supply  having  been  nearly  exhausted  the  day  previous),  I could  only 
prepare  a section  of  my  battery  for  immediate  action.  This  section  was 
sent  forward  to  Malvern  Hill  under  Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Jones,  where  I 
joined  it,  and  assumed  command  as  soon  as  I had  made  a requisition 
for  ammunition  for  the  other  guns.  I may  here  state  that  I arrived  on 
the  field  before  a shot  had  been  fired  from  either  of  my  guns.  During 
this  day  my  command  was  exposed  to  a terrific  fire  both  from  the 
enemy^s  infantry  and  artillery.  We  remained  upon  the  field  until  the 
sun  had  gone  down,  and  only  left  then  because  we  had  exhausted  our 
ammunition. 

During  the  engagement  of  Monday  my  command  generally  behaved 
well.  Tile  same  may  be  said  of  their  conduct  on  Tuesday.  Those  who 
form  an  exception  to  this  statement  have  already  been  reported  for 
publication  to  the  world. 

On  Monday,  June  30,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  [J.  Q.]  Adams  assisted 
me  in  the  command  of  the  battery,  and  discharged  their  duty  well. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  Lieutenant  Jones  alone  aided  me.  Lieutenant 
Adams  having  been  sent  by  me  to  the  ordnance  trains  in  charge  of 
some  caissons.  . 

In  the  two  engagements  I had  few  casualties.  They  are  as  follows: 
Killed— Private  Charles  W.  Gay.  Wounded — Privates  Rufus  Bennett, 
seriously  in  the  thigh;  W.  L.  Snead,  painfully  in  the  foot,  and  John  B. 
Turner,  slightly  in  the  hand.  I make  no  mention  of  some  whose  wounds 
were  so  slight  as  not  to  deserve  the  name. 

Several  of  my  battery  horses  were  disabled,  and  the  horse  of  Lieu- 
tenant Jones  was  shot  under  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  WOODIKG, 

Captain^  Danville  Artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Taxiaferro. 


No.  246. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  Alexander  B.  Lawton^  G.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division  (Jachson’s),  of  the  battles  of  Gaines* 
Mill  and  Malvern  Mill. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Valley  District, 
Fear  Gordonsville,  Va.,  July  28,  1862. 
Captain  : In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general 
commanding  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  June  27  near  the  Chicka- 
hominy  River  and  a few  miles  from  Richmond : 
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Tn  the  order  of  march  toward  the  battle-field  on  that  day  my  brigade 
brought  up  the  rear  of  General  Jackson’s  army,  and  was  therefore  the 
last  to  engage  the  enemy. 

1 had  remained  at  a halt  for  several  hours  more  than  2 miles  from 
the  point  where  the  brigade  afterward  entered  the  field  and  was  not 
ordered  forward  until  nearly  5 p.  m. 

I then  marched  rapidly  on,  retarded  much  by  the  artillery  and  ambu- 
lances, which  blocked  up  the  narrow  road.  On  reaching  the  edge  of  a 
corn  field,  about  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  battle-ground, 
I was  informed  that  General  Ewell  was  sorely  pressed  by  the  enemy 
and  re-enforcements  were  promptly  needed.  1 then  marched  forward 
at  double-quick,  and  the  men  reached  the  wood  on  the  south  of  the 
battle-field  almost  exhausted.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  local  geog- 
raphy^, and  failing  to  find  any  staff  officer  who  could  direct  me  at  what 
point  1 should  enter  the  fight,  two  regiments  standing  in  open  field 
were  pointed  out  to  me  as  having  just  retired  from  the  woods,  whence 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  driven  them.  I at  once  moved  by  the  flank 
through  the  interval  between  these  regiments,  promptly  formed  line 
of  battle,  and  accepted  for  my  brigade  the  position  which  they  had 
abandoned. 

A continuous  line  of  3,500  men,  moving  forward  in  perfect  order  into 
the  woods  and  at  once  opening  fire  along  its  entire  length,  chiefly 
armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  made  a decided  imjjression  and  jiromptly 
marked  the  preponderance  of  musketry  sound  on  our  side,  as  was  ob- 
served by  other  commanders  on  the  field.  The  extreme  density  of  the 
wood  and  the  sloppy,  miry  soil,  with  no  knowledge  of  the  conformation 
of  the  country  beyond  Jiie,  made  it  evident  tliat  the  different  regiments 
of  the  brigade  would  soon  be  separated  from  each  other.  I therefore 
sent  different  members  of  my  staff*  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  line  to 
press  it  forward  and  remained  myself  as  near  the  center  as  possible. 
Onward  the  line  advanced  through  the  wood,  firing  at  every  step,  and 
guided  only  by  volleys  from  the  enemy  toward  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

In  the  midst  of  the  wood  1 met  with  Major-General  Ewell,  then 
hotly  engaged,  who,  as  he  saw  this  long  line  advancing  under  fire, 
waved  his  sword  and  cried  out,  ‘‘Hurrah  for  Georgia!”  To  this 
there  was  a cheering  response  from  my  command,  which  then  moved 
forward  more  rapidly  than  ever.  From  General  Ewell  I learned  some- 
thing of  the  condition  of  the  field  and  the  point  at  which  my  command 
would  be  most  useful.  To  that  point  I directed  such  portions  of  the 
brigade  as  could  then  receive  my  orders  in  time.  This  portion  ad- 
vanced steadily  forward,  commanded  by  myself  in  person,  the  regi- 
ments occasionally  disunited  by  the  smoke,  dust,  and  confusion  of  the 
battle-field,  and  then  brought  together  again.  They  were  all  the  time 
under  a continuous  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  until  they  reached 
the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  field  directly  in  front  of  the  x^osition  where 
they  had  emerged  from  the  wood.  This  steady  advance  was  only 
checked  occasionally  by  the  extreme  difficulty  of  distinguishing  friend 
from  foe,  as  the  dusk  of  the  evening  was  added  to  the  other  elements 
of  confusion. 

In  conjunction  with  fragments  of  other  brigades,  having  driven  the 
enemy  steadily  before  us,  when  I reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  already 
mentioned  I found  his  battery  had  retired  and  his  infantry  taken  to 
flight.  I then  gathered  up  the  fragments  of  several  other  brigades  and 
regiments,  and,  adding  them  to  mine,  retired  a few  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear  and  diagonally  to  the  left,  where  I could  still  ciistinguish  a 
disjointed  line  of  Confederate  troops. 
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A hasty  conversation  with  Brigadier-General  Garland  satisfied  me 
that  I was  the  ranking  officer  in  that  part  of  the  field,  and  I at  once 
assumed  command  and  ordered  into  line  all  the  troops  near  me. 

It  was  by  this  time  quite  dark.  Learning  from  a staff  officer  who 
then  rode  up  that  a charge  was  to  be  made  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
field,  in  which  assistance  was  needed,  I at  once  commenced  to  move  by 
the  right  flank  all  the  troops  over  which  I had  assumed  command  to- 
ward the  point  indicated.  After  marching  200  or  300  yards  the  shouts 
of  victory  from  our  friends  announced  that  the  last  battery  of  the 
enemy  had  been  taken  and  the  rout  complete.  I then  halted  in  the 
midst  of  the  battle-field,  separated  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from 
the  rest  of  the  troops,  and  ordered  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms. 

During  all  the  time  above  indicated,  after  the  brigade  was  fairly 
engaged,  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  (Thirty-first  and  Thirty-eighth 
Georgia)  were  beyond  my  reach  and  under  the  immediate  directions  of 
my  adjutant-general,  Capt.  E.  P.  Lawton.  In  emerging  from  the  wood 
these  two  regiments  found  themselves  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  field, 
where  our  friends  were  pressing  on  the  enemy  toward  the  left,  and 
joined  them  in  the  contest  at  that  point  under  a murderous  fire. 
Steadily  on  did  they  press,  doing  great  execution  until  the  last  car- 
tridge was  expended,  and  then  joining  heartily  in  that  last  charge  after 
night-fall  which  resulted  in  the  shouts  of  victory  already  referred  to. 

The  conduct  of  these  two  regiments,  officers  and  men,  and  of  Capt. 
E.  P.  Lawton,  who  led  them,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  and  the 
list  of  killed  and  wounded,  for  the  short  time  they  were  engaged,  attests 
the  danger  which  they  so  gallantly  faced.  Captain  Lawton  had  his 
horse  killed  and  received  a slight  wound  in  the  leg.  Lieut.  Col.  L.  J. 
Parr,  in  command  of  the  Thirty- eighth,  had  his  arm  shot  off*  near  the 
shoulder,  and  Maj.  J.  D.  Mathews  was  severely  (it  is  feared  mortally) 
wounded.  Col.  C.  A.  Evans,  commanding  Thirty-first  Eegiment,  re- 
ceived a slight  flesh  wound,  and  a number  of  other  officers  were  killed 
and  wounded,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  list. 

Early  in  the  action,  and  soon  after  entering  the  wood,  my  volunteer 
aide-de-camp,  Capt.  Edward  Cheves,  while  riding  by  my  side,  had  his 
horse  shot  down.  He  promptly  rose  to  his  feet,  announced  to  me  his 
safety  and  his  intention  to  keep  up  with  the  brigade  on  foot.  He  fol- 
lowed on  toward  the  left,  where  the  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-eighth  were 
so  hotly  pressed,  and  while  gallantly  pursuing  the  line  of  his  duty  he 
fell  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a rifle-ball.  Though  a mere  youth,  he 
had  exhibited  a degree  of  zeal,  intelligence,  and  gallantry  worthy  of 
all  praise,  and  not  one  who  fell  on  that  bloody  field  has  brought  more 
sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him  best. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  I am  much  indebted  for  the  promptness, 
energy,  and  gallantry  they  displayed  in  conveying  orders  and  pressing 
on  the  different  parts  of  the  line  which  were  beyond  my  personal  super- 
vision. 

Where  the  engagement  was  so  general  and  the  numbers  so  large  and 
all  acted  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  enumerate  instances  of  personal  gal- 
lantry. For  some  of  these,  however,  and  for  the  parts  taken  by  differ- 
ent portions  of  my  brigade  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
different  commanders  of  regiments,  herewith  submitted.  I beg  leave 
to  refer  also  to  the  annexed  list  of  kiUed  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  LAWTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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JAat  of  hilled  and  wounded  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Valley  District,  commanded  by  General 
A.  E.  Lawton,  in  the  action  of  June  27. 


Command. 

Killed. 

1 

1 

13th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers : 

3 

51 

6 

6 

54 

60th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers  : 

, 

1 

10 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. ............................................ 

3 

Total 

26th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers  : 

Officers - 

3 

11 

1 

7 

1 

31 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

Total 

8 

32 

eist  Remment  Georgia  Volunteers : 

Officers 

5 

25 

Non-eoTTiTnissinTied  officers  and  privates 

6 

Total 

6 

30 

38th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers  : 

officers 

2 

62 

4 

114 

Non-conri'missioned  officers  and  privates 

Total 

54 

118 

3 let  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers  : 

Officers 

4 

137 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

29 

Total 

29 

141 

Grand  total 

106 

386 

A ggrevate . 

492 

Headquartees  Fourth  Brigade,  Valley  District, 

Near  Gordonsville,  July  28,  1862. 

Captain:  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  July  1: 

Soon  after  the  musketry  fire  had  fairlj^  commenced  I received  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  up  the  hill  a few  hundred  yards  beyond  Willis^ 
Church,  the  brigades  of  General  Winder  and  others  continuing  this 
line  to  the  right  of  the  same  road.  Soon  after  this  line  was  formed  it 
was  apparent  that  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  about  to  inflict  serious 
injury  upon  us,  while  we  were  entirely  inactive.  After  several  casuall 
ties  in  different  parts  of  the  command,  upon  consultation  with  Genera- 
Winder  we  determined  to  retire  the  line  about  300  yards  to  the  rear 
until  we  should  receive  orders  to  advance. 

In  the  last  position  I remained  until  after  sunset,  when  I received 
verbal  orders  to  move  up  the  road  to  the  gate-posts,  near  which  the 
major-general  commanding  had  his  headquarters,  then  to  file  to  the 
right  through  the  woods,  advance  toward  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
report  to  Major-General  Hill.  The  ground  admitted  only  of  a flank 
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movement,  and  I led  the  Thirteenth  Georgia  (the  right  of  the  brigade) 
as  rapidly  as  possible  through  the  wood  toward  the  point  indicated. 
Leading  in  person  the  foremost  regiment,  of  course  I could  not  see 
through  the  woods  whether  the  other  regiments  were  closed  up  behind 
us.  When  I reached  the  open  field  and  stood  with  the  Thirteenth  Eegi- 
ment  under  as  heavy  a fire  of  shot  and  shell  as  was  ever  known  to  the 
most  experienced  veterans,  I ascertained  that  the  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  had  taken  a different  route  or  missed  the  road  through  the 
wood.  It  was  then  nearly  dark ; the  fire  of  the  enemy^s  battery  was 
doing  great  execution;  our  friends  evidently  wanted  assistance,  and  no 
time  was  to  be  lost.  Ordering  the  Thirteenth  to  lie  down  in  a ravine  for 
a few  minutes  until  I could  go  forward  toward  the  battery  and  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  best  route  by  which  to  advance,  I soon  discerned  that 
I must  move  with  the  fire  of  the  battery  as  my  only  guide.  This 
regiment  was  ordered  up  from  the  ravine  and  it  advanced  rapidly  and 
handsomely  over  every  obstacle — woods,  ditches,  fences,  and  streams — 
until  the  height  on  the  same  level  with  the  enemy’s  battery,  opposite 
Littleton’s  house,  was  gained.  Still  onward  they  pressed,  and  met  with 
a heavy  loss  from  the  fire  of  musketry  that  was  posted  to  support  the 
battery.  While  crossing  the  road  just  below  the  height  to  which  this 
regiment  was  advancing  1 was  met  by  Brigadier-General  Winder,  who 
suggested  that  the  height  might  be  reached  by  a better  route  along  the 
position  where  a portion  of  his  command  was  engaged.  I then  per- 
mitted the  head  of  the  column  to  proceed,  under  the  lead  of  Colonel 
Douglass,  and  attempted  to  direct  the  remainder  toward  the  route 
indicated  by  General  Winder.  The  darkness  and  confusion  made  it 
difficult  to  adot)t  any  new  order  or  check  the  impetuosity  of  this  regi- 
ment. Having  gained  this  height,  the  advanced  position  of  General 
Jackson’s  army,  1 determined  to  hold  it  until  further  orders;  returned 
promptly  for  the  rest  of  my  command ; found  the  other  five  regiments 
formed  in  good  order ; marched  them  up  to  the  height  occupied  by  the 
Thirteenth,  and  bivoucked  for  the  night. 

The  enemy,  having  removed  his  battery  to  a more  secure  position, 
commenced  shelling  the  height  occupied  by  my  brigade,  throwing  one 
shell  every  two  or  three  minutes  for  nearly  an  hour  after  the  engage- 
ment was  i^roperly  at  an  end.  But  for  the  fact  that  I caused  the  men 
to  lie  down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  slope  toward  the  wood 
the  casualties  must  have  been  numerous.  In  the  morning  appearances 
indicated  for  a while  an  intention  on  the  i^art  of  the  enemy  to  renew 
the  contest,  and  I was  making  preparations  to  receive  him.  It  was 
soon  evident,  however,  that  these  demonstrations  only  served  to  pro- 
tect his  flight,  which  continued  during  the  drenching  rain  of  that  day. 

The  Thirteenth  Georgia  was  the  only  regiment  of  the  brigade  act- 
ively engaged  in  the  fight,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  energy,  valor, 
and  zeal  exliibited  by  officers  and  men  during  their  imi)etuous  charge. 
The  other  regiments  were  within  range  of  shells  for  three  or  four 
hours,  and  from  these  several  casualties  ensued.  I beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded  and  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
Douglass  for  further  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirteenth  Eegi- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  LAWTO^I, 
Brigadier-  Geiieral^  Commanding. 


Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  A dhitant-  General. 
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List  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Valley  District,  commanded  by  General 
A.  E.  Lawton,  in  the  action  of  July  1. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

13tli  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers : 

Officers  

1 

45 

f^nn-enmmissio'ned  officers  and  privates 

9 

Total 

9 

46 

eoth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers : 

Officers 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

14 

Total 

14 

38th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers : 

officers  

Non. commissioned  officers  and  privates 

6 

Total 

6 

Grand  total 

9 

66 

Aggregate 

75 

No.  247. 

Reports  of  Col.  Marcellus  Douglass^  Thirteenth  Georgia  Infantry^  of  the 
battles  of  Gaines'*  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Magruder’s  Mill,  Ya., 

July  28,  1862. 

Captain  : In  the  battle  of  the  27th  ultimo  my  regiment  (the  Thir- 
teenth Georgia)  took  part  as  follows,  viz : 

About  5 ]i.  m.  the  brigade  was  marched  forward  to  within  a quarter 
of  a mile  of  where  we  heard  the  nearest  heavy  musketry.  General 
Lawton,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  ordered  me  to  put  my 
regiment  in  action,  which  I did  as  soon  as  possible,  forming  a line  of 
battle  near  a house  and  marching  across  a field  to  a body  of  woods, 
before  reaching  which  we  had  to  cross  a belt  of  dead  pines  which  the 
enemy  had  felled  to  impede  the  jirogress  of  troops.  The  men  kept 
steadily  forward  in  good  order  to  the  woods,  when  I was  met  by  a 
young  man  from  a Louisiana  regiment,  who  asked  the  privilege  of 
guiding  us  to  where  he  said  the  enemy  were  waiting  in  concealment  and 
by  whom,  he  stated,  his  regiment  had  been  badly  used  and  scattered. 
Directly  in  front  of  my  line  there  was  no  firing  from  small-arms,  but 
a battery  throwing  shell  was  constantly  inlaying,  everything  being 
entirely  hid  from  view  by  the  woods  into  which  we  entered.  March- 
ing was  an  exceedingly  difficult  operation  on  account  of  the  fallen 
timber.  Arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  near  a branch,  we  were 
within  30  or  40  yards  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  they  poured  a terrific 
volley  of  musketry  iq^on  us.  I ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  and 
communicated  to  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Smithy  Maj.  John  H.  Baker, 
and  Adjt.  J.  D.  Hill  my  intention  to  order  a bayonet  charge,  and  as 
soon  as  the  enemy’s  fire  at  all  slackened  I directed  the  color-bearer  to 
])roceed  across  the  branch  and  up  the  hill,  and  immediately  gave  the 
command  to  charge.  From  some  cause,  I know  not  certainly  what,  my 
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regiment  commenced  firing,  though  only  a few  Yankees  could  be  seen, 
their  line  being  principally  concealed  by  the  bushes  and  trees,  which 
were  thick.  Their  firing  was  resumed  hotly,  and  while  it  was  pro- 
gressing information  was  sent  the  company  on  the  left  of  the  regiment 
that  we  were  firing  upon  our  friends,  and  the  cry  was  caught  up  by  the 
men  and  extended  along  the  line,  and  from  this  resulted  confusion  and 
a failure  to  have  the  bayonet  charge  as  desired.  The  information  was 
palpably  erroneous,  for  by  the  fire  we  received  many  were  in  a very 
few  minutes  killed  and  wounded. 

To  my  lieutenant  colonel,  major,  and  adjutant  I am  under  great 
obligation  for  assistance  rendered  me  in  reforming  the  line  after  the 
confusion  resulting  from  a part  of  the  men  knowing  that  the  enemy  and 
not  friends  were  in  front  of  us,  and  a part  believing  the  mistake  had 
really  been  made,  and  all  endeavoring  to  have  the  firing  cease. 

I have  been  thus  particular  in  mentioning  this  circumstance  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  may  be  a common  trick  with  the  enemy  to 
create  the  impression  that  we  have  fired  upon  our  friends,  and  to  an- 
other fact,  viz,  that,  so  far  as  I heard  and  believe,  the  brigadier-general 
commanding,  before  going  into  the  fight,  had  received  no  definite  infor- 
mation, and  could  therefore  communicate  to  us  none  as  to  what  troops, 
if  any,  of  ours  were  between  us  and  the  enemy.  After  the  regiment 
was  reformed  the  men  again,  without  orders,  commenced  firing,  and 
this  I ordered  to  cease,  as  the  woods  were  too  thick  to  permit  of  much, 
in  any,  aim  being  taken,  and  a bayonet  charge  being  more  desirable. 

While  arranging  for  this  two  other  regiments,  one  of  them  the  Six- 
teenth Mississippi,  came  up  and,  gallantly  entering  the  woods,  pressed 
through  them  and  up  the  opposite  hill.  The  enemy  poured  a volley  at 
random  and  soon  broke  and  fled.  The  entire  line,  however,  to  the  right 
of  our  position  had  been  broken  and  the  victory  won  over  the  whole 
field.  Night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DOUGLASS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  E.  W.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  near  Magruder’s  Mill,  Va., 

July  28,  1862. 

Captain  : In  the  battle  fought  below  Richmond  on  the  1st  instant 
the  Thirteenth  Georgia  Regiment  participated  as  follows,  viz : 

The  brigade  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  sunset  and  had 
but  little  chance  to  do  much  fighting.  As  soon  as  orders  came  to 
advance  the  brigadier- general  commanding  at  once  led  us  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  We  were  marched  by  the  right  flank  through  a strip 
of  woods  and  across  a field.  Well  in  the  field,  the  regiment  was  exposed 
to  a very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Having  received  no 
specific  information  as  to  where  the  brigade  should  go  or  was  needed, 
the  brigadier-general  was  left  to  judge  from  the  firing  where  to  carry 
his  command.  Halting  the  column  and  requiring  the  men  to  lie  down, 
he  went  forward  to  endeavor  to  gain  the  necessary  information.  Find- 
ing this  impossible,  and  the  firing  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  becoming 
hotter  and  from  our  friends  in  front  of  us  weaker,  he  ordered  me  to 
move  forward  the  regiment  and  charge  the  battery  in  front  of  us.  The 
men  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  the  battery  upon  which  the  charge  was 
begun  was  thought  to  be  directly  in  front  of  us.  Across  the  fence  and 
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road  and  another  fence  and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  men  went  with 
a shout.  The  bursting  of  shells  was  so  incessant  as  to  render  it  almost 
impossible  for  commands  to  be  heard. 

Night  had  come  on  and  no  line  could  be  preserved.  We  kept  on 
regulating  our  course  as  best  we  could  by  the  reports  from  the  enemy^s 
batteries,  of  which  there  were  several  and  placed  some  distance  apart. 
From  this  cause,  and  not  being  able  to  see  anything,  even  a creek  in 
front  of  us,  or  a fence  over  which  we  scrambled,  the  regiment  became 
very  much  scattered  in  the  woods.  Only  about  75  or  100  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  field  in  which  the  batteries  were  located,  and  these  did 
not  arrive  at  the  same  time.  A small  number  under  Major  Baker, 
who  were  the  first  to  enter  the  field,  were  joined  by  a part  of  the  Eighth 
Louisiana  Kegiment  and  charged  nearly  to  the  enemy’s  lines.  Before 
reaching  their  farthest  point  occupied  their  number  was  increased  by 
a few  more  under  Adjutant  Hill,  who  had  gotten  up  time  enough  to 
join  in  the  charge.  They  were  received  by  a deadly  volley  of  musketry 
and  also  a fire  from  the  enemy’s  battery. 

A good  many  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  latter  Major 
Baker,  while  behaving  most  gallantly.  Lieut.  E.  L.  Connally,  of  Com- 
pany A,  was  wounded  at  the  same  time,  and,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  act- 
ing with  great  courage.  One  non-commissioned  ofiBcer  and  several 
privates,  in  the  excitement  of  the  charge,  entered  the  enemy’s  lines  and 
were  taken  prisoners;  but  afterward,  when  the  enemy  retreated,  escaped 
and  returned  to  the  regiment. 

After  the  fall  of  Major  Baker  the  men  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
about  50  yards.  The  line  was  reformed  by  Adjutant  Hill,  and  soon 
orders  were  received  from  Major  Lewis,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  for 
all  to  fall  back  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  next  to  the  woods.  Here  I met 
them,  but  it  was  so  dark  that  no  man  could  be  identified  five  paces  off. 
There  I also  met  Brigadier-General  Lawton,  who  had  gotten  separated 
from  us  and  made  his  way  to  the  field  by  a different  route,  and  one 
which  we  afterward  saw  was  the  proper  one  to  have  been  taken.  The 
balance  of  my  regiment  that  crossed  the  road  and  entered  the  woods 
did  not,  with  a few  exceptions,  succeed  in  finding  their  way  out.  Those 
who  had  made  the  charge  near  to  the  batteries  1 found  intermingled 
with  fragments  of  other  regiments — Virginians,  North  Carolinians,  and 
Louisianians. 

Brigadier-General  Winder  sent  an  order  to  us  to  hold  the  hill  we 
occupied  until  morning,  and  this  was  sanctioned  by  General  Lawton, 
who  left  me  in  command  of  all  present  and  went  back  to  bring  forward 
the  left  companies  of  my  regiment  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  who 
had  become  detached  from  us  as  we  passed  through  the  first  strip  of 
woods  we  reached.  The  enemy  kept  up  for  an  hour  or  two  an  occa- 
sional artillery  fire  and  then  withdrew,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  field. 

I again  call  attention  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  Major  Baker 
and  Adjutant  Hill,  and  beg  to  favorably  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieut. 
E.  L.  Connally,  of  Company  A ; Capt.  W.  W.  Hartsfield,  Lieuts.  James 
Andrews  and  B.  L.  Powell,  of  Company  D.  The  limits  proper  for  this 
report  do  not  admit  of  the  mention  of  all  whom  I would  like  to  notice 
favorably  for  their  gallantry. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DOUGLASS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment, 

Capt.  E.  W.  Hull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Maj.  E,  S.  Oriffin^  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Infantry^  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Begiment, 

July  25,  1862. 

On  Friday,  June  27,  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Eegiment,  then  on 
the  march,  under  command  of  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson,  about  4 p.  m.  were 
ordered  to  halt  and  load  their  guns.  After  loading  were  ordered  for- 
ward at  quick-time.  About  4.30  p.  m.  the  regiment  was  ordered  into 
action.  After  going  at  double-quick  for  some  miles  through  shell 
and  shot  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action  and  were  ordered  to  enter  the 
woods  in  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  entered  a dense  forest  down  a 
considerable  grade.  In  crossing  a ravine  through  brambles,  brush, 
mud,  and  water  the  regiment  became  divided,  four  companies  on  the 
left  wing  going  obliquely  to  the  left  and  the  five  right  companies  (the 
regiment  then  had  but  nine  companies)  going  obliquely  to  the  right. 
The  left  companies,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  McDonald  and 
Maj.  E.  S.  Griffin,  continued  on  through  the  swamp  and  soon  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  At  first  they  mistook  the  enemy  for  friends, 
but  soon  became  convinced  of  their  error,  and  continued  to  press  for- 
ward and  fire.  A heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for  some  one 
and  a half  or  two  hours,  when  they  fled  in  confusion.  During  the  en- 
gagement the  four  companies  were  often  encouraged  by  the  presence  of 
General  Lawton,  who  himself  during  the  entire  time  was  in  the  midst 
of  danger. 

The  five  right  companies,  after  crossing  the  ravine  under  a tremen- 
dous fire  of  musketry,  advanced  up  the  opposite  hill,  crossed  a second 
ravine,  when  they  were  ordered  by  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Ewelfis 
to  lie  down  and  remain  until  the  exact  position  of  our  friends  could  be 
ascertained.  While  in  this  position  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  brink 
of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  or  bottom  of  which  the  five  right  companies 
were  lying,  and  poured  into  us  a heavy  fire  of  musketry.  Our  men 
were  ordered  to  fire,  which  they  did  j load  and  fire  again,  which  they 
continued  to  do  until  the  enemy  fled  precipitately  from  the  woods  and 
across  the  open  field.  The  five  companies  continued  forward,  and  after 
crossing  the  field  joined  the  four  left  companies  about  dark  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  was  not  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  though  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  it  was  marched 
under  a heavy  cannonading  up  to  the  field  and  near  the  immediate  scene 
of  action.  Slept  on  their  arms  during  the  flight. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  S.  GRIFFIN, 

Major,  Commanding  Twenty -sixth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 
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Report  of  Maj.  J.  H.  Lowe,  Thirty-first  Georgia  Infantry,  of  battle  of 

Gaines’’  Mill. 


, 1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Thirty -first  Georgia  Regiment  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  June  27  : 
This  regiment,  commanded  by  Ool.  0.  A.  Evans,  being  cut  off  and 
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se])arate(i  from  the  brigade,  was  conducted,  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Lawton,  assistant  adjutant -general,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  left 
wing  of  the  army,  and  placed  in  position  opposite  Sykes’  brigade  of 
United  States  Eegulars,  which  last  was  supported  by  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  battle  raged  with  uninterrupted  fury  for  one  hour,  the 
firing  becoming  gradually  weaker  upon  the  side  of  the  enemy. 

About  7.30  p.  m.,  the  ammunition  of  the  regiment  being  nearly  ex- 
hausted, the  (iommand  was  given  to  retire,  which  was  obeyed  in  good 
order,  the  regiment  marching  in  line  of  battle  50  paces  to  the  rear, 
where  it  was  again  faced  to  the  enemy.  The  colonel,  now  perceiving 
that  the  firing  had  ceased,  marched  his  men  into  the  woods  about  300 
yards  distant,  where  they  slept  during  the  night  upon  their  arms. 

J.  H.  LOWE, 
Major,  Commanding, 


Ko.  250. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  H.  Battey,  Thirty -eighth  Georgia  Inf antry , of  the 
battles  of  Gaines^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill, 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  Georgia  Yols., 
Camp  near  Gordonsville,  Va.,  July  21,  1862. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you  I have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  bore  in  the  late 
series  of  actions  before  Eichmond.  Eot  being  in  command  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  battle  of  June  27,  and  my  attention  being  chiefly 
directed  to  my  company,  I,  of  course,  am  not  able  to  furnish  as  complete 
a statement  of  that  portion  of  the  engagement  as  I otherwise  would 
have  been : 

At  about  5 o’clock  of  the  evening  of  the  above-mentioned  day  the 
order  was  passed  down  our  line  to  accelerate  our  pace,  which  my  regi- 
ment promx)tly  obeyed,  casting  away  all  articles  which  encumbered 
them;  thus,  alternately  marching  and  double-quicking,  we  entered  the 
battle-field.  Here  we  formed  line  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  our 
right  flank  toward  the  enemy.  We  then  marched  in  column  in  the 
direction  our  right  previously  occupied,  and,  by  the  execution  of  the 
movement  “Forward  into  line,”  found  ourselves  in  line  of  battle  face  to 
face  with  the  enemy  at  the  distance  of  about  300  yards.  Thus  we 
marclied  under  a most  terrific  tire  to  within  about  180  yards  of  a body 
of  4,000  or  5,000  regulars.  It  was  here  that  our  colonel  and  major  were 
wounded  and  the  command  devolved  upon  me. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Lawton  I commanded 
my  men  to  “Fire  and  load  lying,”  which  order  they  promptly  executed 
until  nearly  all  the  cartridges  were  expended.  At  this  critical  point 
of  the  engagement  we  were  directed  by  the  above-mentioned  officer  to 
charge,  he  leading  in  gallant  style.  My  regiment  executed  the  above- 
mentioned  command  with  such  good-will  that  it  passed  completely 
through  that  portion  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  it  and  carried  a battery 
of  five  pieces  beyond. 

Our  loss  was  very  severe,  but  my  command  bore  it  like  veterans,  and 
never  in  the  entire  engagement  was  there  the  least  visible  hesitation 
among  them. 

My  officers  and  men  all  behaved  so  well  that  it  is  imiiossible  to  dis- 
tinguish those  worthy  of  being  mentioned. 
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In  the  action  of  July  1 my  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged,  but 
were  nevertheless  exposed  to  a very  severe  shelling  for  some  time,  losing 
a few  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  BATTEY, 

Captain^  Gomdg.  Thirty -eighth  Begiment  Georgia  Yols, 

Capt.  E.  W.  Hull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  251. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Berry ^ Sixtieth  Georgia  Infantry  (Fourth 
Georgia  Battalion)^  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'^  Mill, 

Camp  near  Magruder’s  Mill,  Va., 

July  27,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  make,  for  the  information 
of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Volunteers  in  the  action  before 
E-ichmond  on  June  27  : 

The  battalion  did  not  get  into  the  action  until  about  5 p.  m.  We 
were  then  ordered  through  a piece  of  woods,  and  while  going  through 
were  under  a heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  as  well  as  of  musketry, 
from  the  enemy.  On  emerging  from  the  woods  we  found  near  us 
several  regiments  of  Confederate  troops  and  here  halted,  as  there  was 
no  general  officer  present,  we  having  become  separated  from  our  bri- 
gade in  coming  through  the  woods.  While  waiting  here  a regiment 
of  the  enemy,  which  proved  to  be  the  Third  [Fourth]  New  Jersey, 
emerged  from  the  woods  on  our  right.  Fire  was  immediately  opened 
upon  it  and  it  fled  precipitately,  and  were  nearly  all  captured  by  some 
regiment  of  our  troops  stationed  to  the  right  of  our  brigade.  Major 
Birney,  of  the  Third  [Fourth]  New  Jersey,  and  several  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  here  fell  into  our  hands.  We  remained  at 
this  point  for  some  time  (probably  half  an  hour),  when  General  Lawton 
came  to  us  and  was  personally  cognizant  of  affairs  from  that  time 
until  the  firing  ceased  for  the  night. 

I would  respectfully  mention  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  efficient  aid  rendered  the  field  officers  by  Adjt.  B.  F.  Keller,  who 
was  at  all  times  at  his  post,  regardless  of  danger.  I would  also  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  brigadier-general  to  the  fact  that  after 
the  firing  had  ceased  for  the  night  Private  John  W.  Mack,  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Volunteers,  while  unarmed,  captured  in  the 
woods  1 lieutenant,  1 sergeant,  and  2 ijrivates,  of  the  First  New  Jersey 
Eegiment,  all  armed ; disarmed  them,  brought  them  into  camp  alone, 
and  delivered  them  to  his  captain. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  BEEEY, 

Major  Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Volunteers, 

Capt.  E.  W.  Hull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

P.  S. — I make  this  report,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Stiles, 
by  order  of  General  Lawton. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Richard  IS.  Rwell,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division,  of  shirmishes  at  Hundlefs  Corner,  battles  of  Gaines'^  Mill  and 

Malvern  Hill,  and  sJcirmish  at  Westover. 

Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Near  Somerset,  Va.,  August  4,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  in  the  recent  operations  before  Eichmond : 

The  march  from  Ashland  and  the  movements  preliminary  to  the  fight 
at  Gaines’  Mill  were  all  made  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
major-general  commanding.  I need  only  mention  that  in  the  skirmish 
at  Hundley’s  Corner,  on  Thursday  evening,  the  First  Maryland  and 
Thirteenth  Virginia,  and  in  that  on  the  next  day  the  Thirteenth  Vir- 
ginia and  Sixth  Louisiana,  were  the  regiments  engaged. 

On  Friday,  having  formed  line  along  the  edge  of  a wood,  I was 
ordered  to  throw  skirmishers  across  a field  on  my  right  into  a wood 
some  400  yards  distant,  in  which  the  enemy  were  understood  to  be 
posted,  and  to  follow  them  with  my  main  body. 

The  skirmishers  passed  through  the  wood  without  becoming  engaged, 
but  before  the  division  reached  it  orders  came  to  turn  more  to  the  left, 
as  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  that  direction.  Before  arriving  at  the 
field  of  battle  I was  met  by  Colonel  Taylor,  of  General  Lee’s  staff,  sent 
to  bring  up  re-enforcements,  and  received  directions  for  the  march  of 
my  division. 

On  nearing  the  battle  ground  I ordered  the  Fourth  Brigade,  General 
Elzey,  into  the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  road  passing  from  Gaines’ 
house  toward  McGehee’s,  and  as  my  other  two  brigades  were  not  yet 
up  I took  advantage  of  the  interval  to  report  to  General  Lee,  who 
ordered  me  to  hurry  up  my  division  as  rapidly  as  possible,  indicating 
where  it  was  to  take  part  in  the  action.  I accordingly  ordered  the 
Seventh  Brigade,  General  Trimble,  and  the  Eighth  Brigade,  Colonel 
Seymour,  into  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and,  by  General 
Lee’s  instructions,  sent  back  Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown,  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, to  bring  up  the  divisions  of  Generals  Jackson  and 
Whiting  and  Lawton’s  brigade. 

Having  crossed  the  branch  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  hill, 
my  division  soon  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  den- 
sity of  the  woods  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  such  as  to  prevent 
any  extended  viewj  and' this  fact,  together  with  the  importance  of 
holding  the  position  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Brigade,  and  that  por- 
tion of  Trimble’s  which  was  on  its  left,  now  severely  pressed  by  the 
enemy,  made  it  necessary  to  confine  my  exertions  mainly  to  that  local- 
ity. These  troops  were  attacked  in  front  and  flank  by  superior  num- 
bers, and  were  for  hours  without  re-enforcements.  The  Louisiana 
Brigade,  having  sustained  a very  severe  loss  in  field  officers,  besides 
sufi'ering  in  rank  and  file,  was  driven  off  the  field,  but  the  line  was  held 
by  part  of  Trimble’s  brigade,  consisting  of  a portion  of  the  Fifteenth 
Alabama  Kegiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trentlen  (Colonel  Cantey 
with  the  balance  having  accidentally  become  separated  from  the  regi- 
ment), and  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  Eegirnent,  under  Major  Hooper. 
I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  these  troops,  which  were 
immediately  under  my  observation.  They  were  opposed  to  constantly 
renewed  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  held  their  ground  against  vastly 
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superior  numbers,  advantageously  posted,  after  the  troops  imme- 
diately to  tbeir  right  had  fallen  back,  gaining  ground  slowly  against 
large  odds. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Treutlen,  of  the  Fifteenth  Alabama,  displayed  the 
most  indomitable  bravery,  encouraging  and  keeping  his  men  in  place 
when  in  many  instances  their  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  their 
pieces  had  become  too  hot  to  load,  and  at  a time  when  there  were  no 
troops  in  supporting  distance  and  the  abandonment  of  this  position 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  most  disastrous  results.  I was 
also  particularly  struck  by  the  gallantry  of  Private  Frank  Champion, 
Company  F,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Kegiment,  who,  on  horseback,  was 
very  couspicuous  in  rallying  and  encouraging  the  troops,  those  he  was 
ordering  taking  him  for  an  officer  of  rank. 

Among  many  officers  who  attracted  attention  by  their  gallant  bear- 
ing I would  enumerate  Maj.  A.  A.  Lowther,  Captain  Feagin,  of  Com- 
pany B;  Second  Lieutenant  Brear,  Company  G;  Brevet  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Bethune,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Eegimeut. 

General  Trimble  also  furnishes  the  names  of  the  following  officers 
as  having  shown  couspicuous  bravery:  Maj.  T.  W.  Hooper  (wounded); 
Capt.  J.  B.  Akridge,  Company  K;  Capt.  James  C.  Msbet,  Company  H; 
First  Lieut.  W.  J.  Warren,  Company  I;  First  Lieut.  M.  T.  Castleberry, 
Company  C;  Second  Lieut.  J.  W.  Patrick,  Company  K,  Twenty-first 
Georgia  Kegiment;  and  Capts.  P.  Y.  Guerry,  Company  C,  Fifteenth 
Alabama,  and  Jjimes  Brown,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Mississippi,  who 
were  shot  dead  while  leading  their  companies  in  a charge. 

During  the  late  campaign  in  the  vailej^  Captain  Brown’s  company 
was  detached  as  scouts,  and  he  rendered  very  effective  service  in  this 
capacity,  giving  much  valuable  information  and  proving  himself  a 
most  capable  and  brave  officer. 

Col.  James  Cantey,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Kegiment,  accidentally  sep- 
arated from  his  regiment  in  the  confusion,  succeeded,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown,  assistant  adjutant-general,  just  re- 
turned from  carrying  orders,  in  rallying  a number  of  the  fugitives, 
whom  he  led  again  into  action. 

The  Fifth  Texas,  of  Hood’s  brigade,  and  a portion  of  the  Hampton 
Legion  first  came  to  my  assistance,  and  rendered  valuable  set  vice  in 
keeping  back  the  enemy,  until  the  arrival  of  General  Lawton  enabled 
our  forces  to  take  the  initiative.  General  Lawton,  after  assisting  in 
clearing  the  front,  wheeled  part  of  his  brigade  to  the  right,  attacking 
the  enemy  in  flank,  thus  opening  the  way  to  the  remainder  of  General 
Trimble’s  brigade,  which  w^as  on  my  right,  and  which  advanced  to  the 
field  beyond  the  wwds. 

The  small  body  of  troops  with  me  had  held  their  ground  for  two 
hours  or  more  alone,  when  the  re-enforcements  already  mentioned  came 
up;  and  they  liaving  exhausted  all  their  owai  ammunition  and  in 
many  cases  that  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  having  been  closely 
engaged  for  more  than  four  hours,  the  most  of  them  were  withdrawn 
from  the  field  about  dusk. 

I remained  on  the  ground  myself  until  after  dark,  in  order  that  the 
troops  which  came  up  later  in  the  day  might  profit  by  what  I had 
learned  of  the  ground  and  the  ])osition  of  the  enemy.  I found  the  Thir- 
teenth Georgia  Kegiment,  Colonel  Douglass,  temporarily  separated  from 
the  rest  of  LawTon’s  brigade  on  its  left,  but  instead  of  waiting  for  or- 
ders, gallantly  and  successfully  advancing  against  the  enemy  (though 
he  w as  strongly  posted)  until  assurances  that  those  in  front  w^ere  friends 
caused  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  men,  and  made  it  advisable  to  halt 
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them  imder  cover  until  the  movement  of  the  Fifth  Texas  and  the  bal- 
ance of  Lawton’s  brigade  was  certain  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 

On  Saturday,  under  orders  from  Major-General  Jackson,  I advanced, 
preceded  by  a cavalry  force,  down  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy 
to  Dispatch  Station,  and  destroyed  a portion  of  the  railroad  track.  The 
station  and  stores  had,  unfortunately,  been  burned  by  the  cavalry  ad- 
vance guard  before  my  arrival. 

About  noon  on  Sunday  I was  ordered  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing  Bottom’s  Bridge,  and  took  position  accordingly  until  about  6 
p.  m.,  when  I received  directions  to  return  to  Grapevine  Bridge  and 
follow  General  Jackson’s  division. 

Tuesday  morning  on  the  march  I was  joined  by  General  Early  and 
ordered  to  my  division,  who  took  command  of  the  Fourth  Brigade, 
General  Elzey  having  been  dangerously  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor.  At 
this  time  General  Early  was  so  disabled  from  the  effects  of  a wound 
received  at  Williamsburg  as  to  be  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without 
assistance. 


At  Malvern  Hill  my  division  was  in  reserve,  General  Trimble  being 
posted  in  rear  of  General  Whiting’s  left;  Colonel  Stafford  with  the 
Louisiana  Brigade,  oh  the  right  of  General  Whiting’s  line,  and  General 
Early  in  rear  of  Colonel  Stafford. 

About  dark  General  Early  was  ordered  to  the  right  to  support  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  Hill,  and  was  exposed  on  the  march  and  after  his  arrival 
to  a heavj^  artillery  fire.  When  morning  came  his  troops  were  the  only 
ones  on  that  part  of  the  field. 

Colonel  Stafford’s  brigade  was  detached  from  my  command,  and  con- 
secpiently  I can  give  no  account  of  his  movements.  I refer  you  to  his 
report,  herewith  forwarded. 

At  Westover,  on  the  Friday  following,  my  division  was  placed  in 
front,  and  advanced  until  our  skirmishers  became  engaged  with  those 
of  the  enemy,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt. 

1 inclose  the  rejiorts  of  Generals  Early  and  Trimble  and  Colonels 
Walker  and  Stafford.  General  Trimble  furnishes  the  diagram.  On  a 
comparison  of  his  report  with  mine  some  discrepancies  will  be  ob- 
served, which  can  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the  lapse  of  time  and 
the  confusion  in  describing  movements  over  ground  not  examined  by 
us  together.  The  report  of  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  commanding  the 
Maryland  Line,  is  also  appended,  as  are  detailed  lists  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  showing  an  aggregate  loss  of  987. 

My  staff'  at  Gaines’  Mill  (or  Cold  Harbor)  consisted  of  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  M.  Jones  (adjutant- general’s  department),  acting  inspector-gen- 
eral; Maj.  James  Barbour  and  Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown  (assistant 
adjutant- general’s  department),  and  Lieut.  Hugh  M.  Nelson,  aide-de- 
camp,  who  was  slightly  wounded.  At  Malvern  Hill  the  same,  with  the 
addition  of  Lieut.  T.  T.  Turner,  aide-de-camp.  Maj.  B.  H.  Green,  divis- 
ion commissary  of  subsistence,  was  also  with  me  on  the  field  on  both 
occasions. 

Bespectfully, 


R. 


Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Valley  District. 


S.  EWELL, 
Major-  General. 
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List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  of  the 
Valley  District,  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor  (Gaines’  Mill),  June  27,  and  Malvern  Hill, 
July  1,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Elzey  commanding. 

BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR. 


Command. 


13th  Vir^finia 
25th  Virginia 
31st  Virginia 
41th  Virginia 
52d  V irginia 
58th  Virginia 
12th  Georgia . 


Total 


KUled. 


a 

® 

2 S 

a ^ 
a £ • 

Q 0)  ® 

o 2 « 

p5g| 

O O k 


38 


Wounded. 


23 


'd.A 

oi  ^ 
a P4 


a ” 

s " * 

8S| 

go  > 


76 


172 


Missing. 


a : 

o o ® 


Total. 


31 


© u 

a Ph 
o 

Is 

as  . 

o © ® 
o o © 

o o >■ 


212 


Si 


31 


111 


243 


BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL. 


13th  Virginia 
25th  Virginia 
31st  Virginia 
44th  Virginia 
52d  Virginia 
58th  Virginia 
12th  Georgia. 

Total . . 


RECAPITULATION. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers  

10 

29 

39 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

42 

200 

3 

245 

Total 

52 

229 

3 

284 

List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Seventh  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  of  the 
Valley  District,  in  the  battles  before  Bichmond,  June  27  and  July  I,  Bng.  Gen.  I.  R. 
Trimble  commanding. 


Command. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers  killed  and 
wounded. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Non-commissioned 

1 officers  and  pri- 

j rates. 

Officers. 

Non-commissioned 
officers  and  pri- 
vates. 

Officers. 

Non-commissioned 
officers  and  pri- 
vates. 

Officers.  1 

J 

Non-commissioned 
officers  and  pri- 
vates. 

15th  Alabama 

2 

33 

4 

Ill 

6 

144 

6 

150 

16th  Mississippi 

1 

14 

7 

44 

19 

8 

77 

8 

85 

21st  Georgia  

1 

19 

5 

75 

11 

6 

105 

6 

111 

21st  North  Carolina 

1 

3 

26 

15 

3 

42 

3 

45 

Ist  Bo.ttalion  North  Carolina 

1 

4 

4 

1 

8 

1 

9 

Sharpshooters. 

Total 

4 

67 

20 

260 

49 

34 

376 

24 

400 
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List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Eighth  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  of  the 
Valley  District,  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor  ( Gaines’  Mill),  June  27,  and  Malvern  Hill, 
July  1,  Col.  I.  G.  Seymour  commanding. 

BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR. 


Command . 

EHled. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers  killed  and  | 

wounded.  j 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Non-commissioned 
officers  and  pri- 
vates. 

Officers. 

N on-commissioned 

officers  and  pri- 

vates. 

Officers. 

1 Non- commissioned 

1 officers  and  pri- 

vates. 

Officers. 

Non-commissioned 

officers  and  pri- 

vates. 

fit.Vi  T.miiflinTin.  

1 

7 

2 

37 

3 

44 

3 

47 

7tll  T-  - - - 

6 

3 

32 

3 

38 

3 

41 

..  

1 

6 

1 

36 

2 

42 

2 

44 

Qf.Vi  T.nnioi'a.'niJ. 

4 

15 

19 

19 

Inf.  SpfiP.ini  Ba.t.talioTi  

3 

3 

16 

3 

19 

3 

22 

nnrringtnTi’s  Tin.tt.ftTy 

1 

1 

1 

Tntfl.l  

5 

27 

6 

136 

11 

163 

11 

174 

BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL. 


fitii  T.nnisia.Tia  

2 

7 

1 

27 

3 

34 

3 

37 

7t.li  T.miisin.iifl,  ..  

1 

6 

2 

18 

3 

24 

3 

27 

8th  

1 

7 

32 

1 

39 

1 

40 

9tli  Louisiana  .................. 

10 

10 

10 

Tsf.  .Spftr.ifll  Ra.ttfl.lion  

2 

2 

2 

tlnrrinp+on’s  Tiattftry.  

2 

2 

2 

Total 

4 

20 

3 

91 

7 

111 

7 

118 

RECAPITULATION. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers  

9 

9 

18 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

47 

227 

274 

Total 

56 

236 

292 

List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Maryland  Line  in  the  battles  of  June  27  and 

July  1. 


Command.  * 

9 

'6 

0 

1 

Total. 

Junk  27. 

Ist  Maivland: 

Officers 

Privates 

2 

6 

8 

Total 

2 

6 

8 

July  1. 

Baltimore  Light  Artillery ; 

Officers 

Privates 

1 

1 

Totel 

1 

1 

39  U B — ^VOL  XI,  FT  II 
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List  of  killedf  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Maryland  Line  in  the  battles  of  June  27  and 

July  1 — Continued. 


Command. 

Killed.  j 

Wounded. 

Total. 

July  1— Continued. 

Maryland  Line : 

Ofl&cers. 

Privatftn 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

Artillery ; 

Orfieers 

Privates 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

Aggregate - 

11 

Consolidated  report  of  the  casualties  in  the  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  VaUey  District, 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  8.  Ewell  commanding,  in  the  actions  near  Richmond,  June  26  to  July  1. 


No.  253. 

Report  of  Col.  James  A.  Walker,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  command- 
ing Fourth  Brigade,  of  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Virginia, 

August  2,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  directing 
me  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  at  the  battle  of 
Gaines’  Mill,  fought  on  June  27,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I was 
not  called  upon  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  until  after  General 
Elzey  was  wounded,  late  in  the  evening,  and  that  I know  nothing  of 
the  movements  of  any  regiment  except  my  own  prior  to  that  time. 

When  informed  that  General  Elzey  had  been  wounded  and  carried  j 
from  the  field  I went  in  search  of  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  j 
but  General  Elzey’s  aides  having  all  been  killed  or  wounded,  I was  only  | 
able  to  find  the  Thirty-first,  Fifty-eighth,  and  Forty-fourth  Virginia,  j 
These  regiments  remained  in  the  action  until  dark,  when  I directed 
them  to  withdraw  to  Beulah  Church  to  rest  and  procure  ammunition.  j 

The  next  morning  the  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade,  viz,  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  and  Twenty-fifth  and  Fifty-second  Virginia,  reported 
to  me,  they  having  been  detached  by  General  Elzey  the  day  t)efore  to 
support  batteries. 
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I inclose  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  for 
particulars  and  for  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

My  own  regiment  (Thirteenth  Virginia)  was  sent  forward  as  skir- 
mishers in  the  morning  and  killed  and  wounded  5 or  6 of  the  enemy 
and  took  some  25  prisoners.  In  the  evening  it  was  in  the  hottest  of  the 
fighty  and  both  officers  and  men,  with  a few  exceptions,  behaved  well 
and  fought  with  a determination  and  bravery  worthy  the  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

. The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  heavy  in 
proportion  to  the  number  engaged.  Only  about  250  went  into  action, 
and  of  that  number  112  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  in  com- 
I^any  officers  was  particularly  heavy,  and  is  the  best  evidence  of  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

I beg  leave  to  add  my  humble  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  Oapt. 
William  H.  Sherer,  of  Company  H,  who  was  mortally  wounded  while 
bravely  encouraging  his  men ; also  to  that  of  Oapt.  C.  G.  Cooke,  of  Com- 
pany A 5 First  Lieut.  F.  D.  Sherrard,  of  Company  K,  and  Lieutenant 
Streit,  of  Company  H,  all  oT  whom  fell,  like  brave  and  true  men,  at 
their  posts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  WALKEE, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Lieut.  G.  Campbell  Brown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


m.  254. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early ^ C.  8.  Army^  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade j of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

August  2,  1862. 

I submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  at  or 
near  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st  ultimo: 

On  that  morning  I was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  report  to  Major- 
General  Jackson  for  temporary  duty  with  one  of  the  brigades  of  his  com- 
mand, and  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  lately 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Elzey,  in  the  division  of  Major-General 
Ewell.  Of  this  brigade  I assumed  command  about  midday  on  the  road 
leading  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Willis’  Church. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  brigade,  consisting  of  fragments 
of  the  Thirteenth,  Twenty-fifth,  Thirty-first,  Forty-fourth,  Fifty-second, 
and  Fifty-eighth  Virginia  Eegiments,  and  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment,  numbering  in  all  about  1,050  men  present,  was  formed,  by  order 
of  General  Ewell,  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  road 
leading  from  Willis’  Church  to  Malvern  Hill,  where  it  remained  until 
very  late  in  the  afternoon  during  a heavy  cannonading  between  the 
enemy’s  artillery  and  our  own,  an  occasional  shell  falling  near  the  bri- 
gade, doing  no  damage,  however,  except  the  killing  by  the  same  shot 
of  a private  in  the  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Eegiment  and  a young  gentle- 
man named  Field,  who  was  a volunteer  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Walker, 
of  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Eegiment. 
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About  sunset  an  order  was  received  by  General  Ewell,  in  ray  ijnes- 
«ence,  from  General  Jackson,  tlirough  a staff  officer,  to  send  my  brigade 
to  the  right  to  the  support  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  and  the  brigade 
■was  immediately  put  in  motion  and  marched,  under  the  guidance  of  an 
officer  sent  for  the  purpose,  across  the  road  and  through  the  woods, 
passing  along  the  side  of  a ravine  covered  with  trees  and  thick  under- 
growth, until  the  head  of  it  reached  a small  road  leading  across  an 
open  bottom  on  a creek.  Here  the  brigade  was  halted  for  a few  min- 
iites  until  the  guide  could  ascertain  the  route  to  be  pursued,  when  ft 
was  again  j)ut  in  motion,  and  as  the  head  of  it  arrived  in  the  open  bot- 
tom, by  the  guide’s  direction  the  brigade  was  started  across  the  bottom, 
and  General  Ewell  and  myself,  with  my  staff  officers,  were  directed  to 
cross  by  a detour  to  the  right  over  an  old  dam,  as  the  only  jiracticable 
way  for  horses.  On  arriving  at  the  point  where  it  was  expected  to 
meet  the  head  of  the  brigade  nothing  could  be  seen  of  it,  a thick  brush- 
wood excluding  it  from  view. 

In  the  mean  time  a large  number  of  men,  retreating  from  the  battle- 
field, began  to  pass  along  the  road  into  which  we  had  then  got,  and 
filled  the  brush-wood  mentioned,  producing  great  confusion  and  render- 
ing it  impossible  for  me  to  ascertain  whether  the  brigade  was  passing 
through  this  brush-wood.  After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  ascertain  this 
fact  1 rode  toward  the  route  over  which  the  brigade  was  started  as  far 
as  T could,  and  found  a very  deep  ditch  filled  with  skulkers  from  the 
battle-field,  over  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pass  with  my  horse. 
I then  rode  around  to  a point  where  I could  get  a view  of  the  place  at 
which  I separated  from  the  brigade,  and  seeing  none  of  it  passing,  I 
rode  forward  on  the  road  leading  to  the  battle-field  with  the  hope  of 
finding  the  brigade  emerging  from  the  woods  farther  on.  It  was  then 
getting  dark,  and  I found  the  road  filled  with  a large  number  of  men 
retreating  in  confusion,  being  mostly  from  General  Toombs’  Georgia 
Brigade.  These  troops,  aided  by  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Cap- 
tain Gardner,  I endeavored  to  rally,  but  found  it  very  difficult  to  do  so. 

During  my  exertions  to  rally  these  men  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment,  of  my  own  brigade,  came  up,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  James 
G.  Kodgers,  and  I marched  it  off,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Benning,  with 
a few  men  from  his  regiment,  of  Toombs’  brigade.  These  men  were 
formed  in  line  by  direction  of  General  Ewell,  who  had  preceded  me 
with  some  men  rallied  by  him  in  a field  over  which  a considerable  body 
of  our  troops  had  charged  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  and  in 
rear  of  some  regiments  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Here  I was  soon 
joined  by  the  Thirty-first  and  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Regiments,  which 
were  brought  up  by  my  aide,  Capt.  S.  H.  Early,  who  had  gone  to  the 
rear  to  look  for  the  brigade.  With  these  regiments  I remained  on  the 
field  during  the  night  in  the  position  designated  by  General  Ewell,  Maj. 
Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  being  present  at  the  time  they  were  posted  and  for 
;Sonie  time  thereafter. 

During  the  march  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a terrific  cannonading 
and  shells  were  constantly  bursting  over  and  around  it.  For  some  time 
the  regiments  with  me  on  the  field,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  down, 
were  exposed  to  the  fiercest  artillery  fire  that  I have  ever  witnessed. 
About  the  close  of  this  fire  Brigadier-General  Ransom,  with  a portion 
of  his  command,  retired  to  the  rear  past  my  position,  leaving  none  of 
our  troops  in  front  of  me.  A short  time  after  the  cessation  of  the  fire 
we  heard  very  distinctly  the  rumbling  of  wheels,  indicating  a move- 
Euent  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  a large  number  of  lights  were  seen 
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moving  about  over  the  field  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  enemy^s 
position,  which  were  doubtless  borne  by  persons  from  the  enemy^s  lines- 
in  search  of  their  wounded. 

As  soon  as  it  Avas  light  enough  next  morning  an  appalling  spectacle 
was  presented  to  our  view  in  front.  The  field  for  some  distance  from 
the -enemy’s  position  was  literally  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  arms  were  lying  in  every  direction.  It  was  apparent  that  the 
enemy^s  main  body  with  his  artillery  had  retired,  but  a body  of  his 
cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  was  soon  discovered  on  the  field.  To 
the  right,  near  the  top  of  a steep  hill  leading  up  toward  the  enemy^s 
position,  we  saw  a body  of  our  own  troops,  some  distance  off,  lying- 
down,  which  proA^ed  to  be  a small  body  under  Brigadier-Generals  Ma- 
hone  and  Wright. 

In  the  mean  time  parties  of  our  men  were  going  to  the  front  in  search 
of  the  Avounded,  and  after  a demonstration  by  the  enemy^s  cavalry^ 
which  was  abandoned  on  the  firing  of  a few  shots  by  the  Maryland 
regiment  posted  in  the  woods  some  distance  to  my  left,  the  parties 
from  both  armies  in  search  of  the  dead  and  wounded  gradually  ap- 
proached each  other  and  continued  their  mournful  work  without  moles- 
tation on  either  side,  being  apparently  appalled  for  the  moment  into  a 
cessation  from  all  hostile  purposes  by  the  terrible  spectacle  presented 
to  their  view. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  last  of  the  enemy’s  forces  retired  and  left  the 
field  of  battle  to  our  occupation.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade^ 
which  on  the  march  '^ere  in  front  of  those  who  got  with  me  on  the 
field,  not  being  able  to  find  any  practicable  way  for  marching  over  the 
route  designated  by  the  guide  across  the  bottom  mentioned,  in  their 
effort  to  discover  one  reached  the  battle-field  at  a different  point  from 
that  at  which  I had  arrived  and  got  very  near  to  the  enemy ; but  as  it 
had  become  A^ery  dark,  and  amid  the  confusion  it  was  impossible  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe,  they  retired,  and  went  back  that  night  to 
the  position  at  which  the  brigade  was  first  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 
This  separation  of  the  brigade  was  caused  by  the  impracticable  charac- 
ter of  the  route  over  which  it  was  marched,  the  confusion  produced  by 
the  immense  number  of  men  retiring  in  disorder  from  the  field,  and 
the  attempt  of  the  guide  to  send  the  brigade  over  a nearer  route  than 
that  taken  by  General  Ewell  and  myself.  The  men  with  me  did  not 
get  under  a musketry  fire,  and  were  only  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  artillery  within  the  range  for  the  round  shot  and  shell. 

I was  favorably  imi)ressed  with  the  deportment  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  brigade  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  own  observation,  and 
was  particularly  struck  with  that  of  Oapt.  James  G.  Eodgers,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Eegiment,  who  led  the  regiment  through 
a large  body  of  disorganized  men,  who  were  giving  the  most  disheart- 
ening accounts  of  the  state  of  things  in  front,  he  all  the  time  encour- 
aging his  own  men  and  endeaA^oring  to  induce  the  fugitives  to  fall  into 
his  ranks  and  return  to  the  battle-field. 

Subjoined  is  a list  of  killed  and  wounded.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EAELY, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Division. 


Embodied  in  returns,  pp.  608,  974. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  B.  Trimble,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Seventh 

Brigade,  of  operations  June  2Q-July  4,  including  battles  of  Gaines'  Mill 

and  Malvern  Hill  and  skirmish  at  Westover. 

% 

Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade, 
Orange  County,  near  Liberty  Mills,  Va.,  July  28,  1862. 

General  : In  compliance  with  orders  I submit  a report  of  the  con- 
duct and  operations  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  from  June  26  to  July  3: 

On  the  26th  we  moved  with  the  army  from  Ashland  in  a southerly 
direction,  passing  to  the  east  of  Mechanicsville  in  the  afternoon,  and  at 
4 ]).  m.  heard  distinctly  the  volleys  of  artillery  and  musketry  in  the 
engagement  of  General  Hill  with  the  enemy. 

Before  sundown  the  firing  was  not  more  than  2 miles  distant,  and 
in  my  opinion  we  should  have  marched  to  the  support  of  General  Hill 
that  evening. 

On  the  27th  line  of  battle  was  formed  at roads  by  8 o’clock,  after 

which  we  marched  toward  Cold  Harbor,  passing  near  Church. 

At  this  point,  distant  miles  from  Gold  Harbor,  line  of  battle  was 
again  formed  at  about  3.30  p.  m.  and  the  advance  ordered.  After 
marching  half  a mile  the  front  was  changed  considerably  to  the  left 
and  orders  received  to  hasten  to  the  front  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s 
fire.  On  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Cold  Harbor  our  front  was  again 
changed  toward  the  left  under  a heavy  fire  of  the  adverse  artillery,  and 
the  point  indicated  where  we  were  to  engage  the  enemy,  with  the  im- 
pressive caution  that  the  troops  already  engaged  were  hotly  pressed. 

By  order  of  General  Ewell  I took  the  Fifteenth  Alabama,  Colonel 
Cantey,  the  leading  regiment,  down  the  road  leading  from  Cold  Harbor 
to  McGehee’s  farm,  crossed  the  swami),  and  placed  this  and  the  Twenty- 
first  Georgia  Regiment,  commanded  by  Maj.  T.  W.  Hooper,  in  position 
to  advance.  The  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  Twenty-first  Illorth  Caro- 
lina Regiments  in  the  confusion  were  cut  off  and  separated  from  us  by 
several  regiments  which  were  marching  out  of  action  in  such  good  order 
as  showed  they  had  fallen  back  without  hard  fighting. 

The  two  regiments  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  soon  encountered  a 
furious  discharge  of  musketry,  shot,  and  shell  from  the  well-selected 
position  of  the  enemy.  Several  regiments  were  met  falling  back  and 
leaving  the  field.  We  continued  slowly  to  advance  through  a dense 
woods,  met  by  a perfect  sheet  of  fire,  under  which  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  falling  fast  in  our  ranks.  Still  the  brave  fellows  pressed 
on,  followed  by  a Virginia  and  a Texas  regiment,  which  took  an  active 
part  in  the  action. 

General  Ewell  being  on  this  part  of  the  field  directing  the  movements 
and  encouraging  the  men  with  conspicuous  bravery,  whose  presence 
alone  held  the  men  in  position  for  over  an  hour  and  a half  under  this 
terrific  fire,  I returned  to  bring  up  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  Tw  enty- 
first  North  Carolina  Regiments,  with  Major  Wharton’s  battalion. 

I met  General  Whiting  near  the  Cold  Harbor  House,  who  had  just 
rode  up  and  asked  me  where  he  had  better  carry  in  his  division.  Con- 
vinced that  our  efforts  were  too  much  coucentrated  in  the  previous 
direction,  causing  much  confusion  in  a dense  wood,  with  the  risk  of 
firing  on  our  own  men  (as  I am  sure  had  been  done),  I strongly  ad- 
vised him  to  meet  the  enemy  half  a mile  or  more  to  our  right  (north), 
so  as  to  flank  the  force  in  our  front  or  encounter  a separate  body  of  the 
foe.  After  results  showed  that  General  Whiting’s  selection  of  the  point 
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of  attack,  as  indicated,  was  highly  judicious,  as  he  met  a reserved 
body  of  the  euemy,  defeated  them,  and  captured  their  batter3^  A few 
moments  after  the  brief  interview  with  General  Whiting  Brigadier- 
General  Winder  met  me  and  said  his  brigade  was  coming  up,  and 
asked  where  he  should  enter  the  field.  I directed  him  to  march  well 
to  the  left,  which  he  did,  and  brought  a timely  support,  in  a perilous 
crisis,  to  General  Elzey’s  and  other  brigades,  which  had  been  terribly 
cut  up  by  the  terrible  fire  of  musketry  and  the  well-served  batteries  at 
McGehee’s  house,  afterward  captured.  These  brief  meetings  over,  I 
sought  the  two  regiments  which  were  awaiting  orders,  uncertain  what 
to  do. 

I decided  to  enlarge  the  front  of  attack,  as  I had  suggested  to  Gen- 
erals Whiting  and  Winder,  and  led  these  regiments  across  the  road 
into  the  pines,  one-third  of  a mile  to  the  right  (north)  of  the  first  point 
of  attack.  Here  we  met  two  regiments  retiring  from  the  field  in  con- 
fusion, who  cried  out,  ‘‘You  need  not  go  in;  we  are  whipped;  you 
can’t  do  anything ! ” Some  of  our  men  said,  “Get  out  of  our  way ; we 
will  show  you  how  to  do  it !”  I formed  my  force,  increased  on  our  left 
by  the  fragments  of  other  regiments  which  had  been  rallied,  as  nearly 
parallel  with  the  line  opposed  to  us  as  I could  judge  by  their  fire 
through  the  woods,  and  then  rode  along  the  line,  distinctly  telling  the 
men,  in  the  hearing  of  all,  that  they  were  now  to  make  a charge  with 
the  bayonet  and  not  stop  one  moment  to  fire  or  reload ; by  doing  which 
they  continued  longer  under  the  enemy’s  fire  and  gave  him  the  advan- 
tage over  us,  posted  as  he  was  in  a good  position,  and  strengthened  by 
fallen  timber,  to  obstruct  our  advance,  and  that  the  quicker  the  charge 
was  made  the  less  would  be  our  loss.  Leading  them  on  with  perfect 
confidence  in  their  pluck  the  regiments  advanced  firmly  and  gallantly, 
receiving  heavy  volleys  of  the  enemy’s  fire  from  the  opposite  height 
withont  returning  it;  pushed  on  down  the  hill  and  over  trees  felled  in 
the  swampy  ground  to  im])ede  our  progress  all  the  time  under  torrents 
of  musketry  fire,  and  bravely  and  rapidly  ascended  the  hill,  cheered 
on  by  the  continuous  shouting  of  the  command,  “ Charge,  men ; charge ! ” 

It  would  have  required  older  and  braver  troops  and  those  engaged 
in  a better  cause  to  have  stood  firm  against  an  onset  so  rapid,  so  reso- 
lute, so  defiant.  The  enemy  were  swept  from  the  hill,  and  retreated 
rapidly  from  his  strong  position.  It  was  not  until  his  fieeing  forces 
presented  a strong  temiitation  that  a destructive  fire  was  opened  upon 
them.  Pursued  to  his  camp  (the  men  perceiving  some  of  our  forces 
on  his  flank),  one  regiment  surrendered  in  a body ; the  others  fled 
down  a ravine  toward  the  Chickahominy. 

Beaching  the  plateau,  which  the  Federal  general  had  judiciously 
selected  and  so  well  defended  by  artificial  aids,  I found  a battery  of 
seven  guns  (the  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Captain  Easton),  which 
had  been  captured  a few  minutes  before  by  parts  of  several  regiments, 
which  had  with  determined  courage  pressed  forward  at  the  first  point 
of  attack  with  fearful  losses.  Parts  of  three  companies  of  the  Fifteenth 
Alabama  and  fragments  of  several  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Georgia 
B^giment  were  the  first  at  the  guns,  followed  by  the  Fifth  Texas  and 
Eighteenth  Georgia.  Placing  the  Twenty-first  North  Carolina  in  (charge 
of  the  captured  battery,  my  brigade  sleiit  on  the  field  from  which  the 
enemy  had  fled. 

A careful  examination  of  the  ground  the  day  after  the  battle  showed 
as  strong  a iiosition  as  could  have  been  selected  for  defense.  It  is  an 
elevated  ridge,  on  the  southeast  of  the  Chickahominy  Biver,  mostly 
cleared  land  on  its  summit,  surrounded  by  several  more  elevated  points 
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admirably  adapted  for  artillery,  and  from  which  an  incessant  fire  could 
be  maintained  against  an  advancing  force  over  the  heads  of  its  own 
infantry,  which  was  screened  from  harm  by  the  abrupt  declivity  of  the 
hill  under  which  they  had  been  posted  5 so  that  our  men  had  the  day 
before  been  exposed  for  over  two  hours  to  the  combined  fire  of  shot, 
shell,  grape,  and  musketry,  to  which  Yankee  ingenuity  had  added  a 
sort  of  repeating  gun,^^  called  a telescopic  cannon,  discharging  60  balls 
per  minute.  Several  of  these  were  captured.  The  natural  defenses 
of  the  position  were  strengthened  by  felling  timber  on  the  hill-side  and 
in  the  marshy  ground  of  the  rivulet  at  its  foot,  to  make  the  progress 
of  an  attacking  force  slow  and  longer  held  under  fire.  Many  parts  of 
the  brow  of  the  hill  were  provided  with  rude  breastworks  of  logs,  &c. 
There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  fresh  forces  of  the  enemy  were 
successively  brought  into  action  for  several  hours  to  replace  those  who 
had  become  fatigued  or  defeated. 

To  repulse  a force  double  our  own  thus  advantageously  posted,  free 
from  a fatiguing  march  and  liberally  supplied  with  whisky  (as  the 
canteens  of  dead,  wounded,  and  prisoners  proved),  required  much  more 
than  the  ordinary  exhibition  of  skill  and  daring.  That  it  was  done 
everywhere  along  the  line  by  troops  who  had  marched  all  day  without 
food  entitles  tlie  army  to  the  name  of  The  Indomitable.’’  It  is  with 
just  pride  I record  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  Seventh 
Brigade  came  out  of  the  action  during  its  progress,  and  that  the  charge 
of  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  Twenty-first  l^Torth  Carolina,  sustained 
from  the  first  movement  without  a falter,  could  not  be  surpassed  for 
intrepid  bravery  and  high  resolve. 

I need  not  enumerate  the  gallant  exploits  of  a brigade  where  every 
officer  and  man  behaved  so  well,  but  I canuot  refrain  from  allusion  to  the 
conspicuous  gallantry  of  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi, 
and  Captain  Guerry,"of  the  Fifteenth  Alabama,  both  shot  dead  in  front 
of  their  companies  while  cheering  on  their  men  to  the  charge ; and  of  my 
aide.  Lieutenant  McKim,  who  rode  by  my  side  or  along  the  line  con- 
stantly repeating  with  inspiring  voice  and  gesture  the  command, 
“ Charge  ! charge ! ” 

Captain  Hall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  did  signal  service  during 
the  action  by  bringing  up  and  directing  the  movements  of  fresh  troops, 
as  also  Lieutenant  Lee,  assistaut  inspector-general,  who  was  slightly 
wounded. 

The  subjoined  list  of  killed  and  wounded*  best  shows  the  severity  of 
the  conflict,  and  a comparison  of  those  of  the  different  regiments  fairly 
illustrates  the  superiority  of  a rapid  charge  over  a standing  fight,  not 
only  as  the  best  mode  of  securing  victories,  but  doing  it  with  smaller 
loss : The  Fifteenth  Alabama  and  Twenty-first  Georgia,  numbering 
1,315  men,  stood  under  a destructive  fire  for  an  hour  or  more,  j?eturning 
the  enemy’s  volleys  all  the  time,  and  advanced  half  a mile,  with  only 
fragments  of  companies  at  the  close  of  the  day.  Their  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  251  men.  The  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  Twenty- 
first  North  Carolina,  numbering  1,244  men,  passed  under  as  hot  a fire 
and  equal  distance  in  fifteen  minutes,  losing  in  killed  and  wounded  only 
85  men. 

Annexed  is  a sketch t of  that  part  of  the  field  of  battle  on  which  the 
Third  Brigade  was  engaged,  but  on  which  is  put  down  only  the  posi- 
tions occupied  by  the  regiments  of  the  Seventh  Brigade.  The  Alabama 
and  Georgia  regiments  advanced  in  a body  no  farther  than  the  swamp 
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S,  except  the  fragments  of  those  companies  which  assisted  in  driving 
the  enemy  from  F and  taking  the  battery. 

The  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina  regiments  (M  andN  0)  advanced 
to  B and  F with  unbroken  front  in  good  condition  to  continue  the 
fight. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

I.  E.  TKIMBLE, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  S.  Ewell, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Valley  District. 

p.  s. — I casually  omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Verdery, 
adjutant  of  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  Eegiment,  who  behaved  with  dis- 
tinguished coolness  aud  bravery,  and  did  signal  service  in  holding  that 
regiment  in  its  position  while  under  the  heaviest  fire. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Briuade, 

July  30,  1862. 

General  : I respectfully  append  the  following  as  a continuation  of 
the  operations  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  from  June  28  to  July  4 inclusive: 

On  June  28  the  brigade  rested  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  was  chiefly 
employed  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded  and  burial  of  the  dead. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  orders  were  received  to  march  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  During  the  delay  of  starting  I halted  about  9 o’clock  at  a 
dwelling  on  the  battle-field  and  sent  an  officer  up  a tree  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  enemy  as  an  observatory.  This  officer  could 
with  a glass  plainly  see  the  Yankee  forces  moving  southward  from 
Eeynoldsville  (General  McClellan’s  headquarters).  The  smoke  of  burn- 
ing stores  could  also  be  distinctly  seen.  I wrote  a note  addressed  to 
General  Lee  or  General  Jackson  stating  these  facts  and  that  the  Federal 
Army  was  certainly  retreating.  General  Lee  answered  the  note,  and 
stated  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  on  the  right,  and  that  he  had 
tried  to  reach  them  with  artillery,  but  without  effect. 

Meantime  four  large  conflagrations  had  become  plainly  visible,  and 
infantry,  artillery,  and  wagons  were  seen  moving  amid  clouds  of  dust 
in  a southerly  direction.  I again  wrote  to  General  Lee,  then  2 miles 
distant,  communicating  these  facts,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  enemy  were  certainly  retreating  with  great  precipitation,  as  burn- 
ing stores  were  a sure  indication,  and  ought  to  be  vigorously  pursued. 

It  was  afterward  known  that  General  McClellan  did  break  up  the 
camps  on  Sunday  morning  at  the  place  referred  to  and  commenced  a 
rapid  retreat. 

Under  previous  orders  we  continued  our  march  about  10  o’clock, 
and  after  several  halts  reached  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad  near  Bottom’s 
Bridge  about  2 o’clock  with  the  Third  Division.  After  marching  and 
counter  marching  several  times  a halt  of  several  hours  was  made  2 miles 
north  of  the  railroad.  Several  times  in  the  afternoon  I had  called  at- 
tention to  the  dense  clouds  of  dust  observed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Chickahominy ; that  it  plainly  indicated  a rapid  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  our  forces  should  be  thrown  across  that  stream  to  intercept 
their  flight  or  increase  their  disorder.  A practicable  ford  was  dis- 
covered near  the  point  where  we  halted,  and  General  Ewell  had  de- 
cided, under  the  discretion  allowed  him,  to  cross  and  attack  them 
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about  4 o’clock;  but  orders  from  General  Jackson,  conflicting  with 
this,  prevented  so  important  a movement.  About  6 p.  m.  the  division 
was  marched  back  up  the  Ghickahominy,  crossed  the  stream  in  the 
night  at  the  new  bridges,  and  bivouacked  at  Eeynoldsville  twelve 
hours  after  the  enemy  and  General  McClellan  had  abandoned  that 
place. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that,  from  the  sure  indications  of  rapid 
retreat  given  by  the  Federal  forces,  some  i)ortion  of  our  army  was  not 
thrown  across  the  Ghickahominy  that  day  to  fall  on  the  flank  of  the 
enemy’s  retreating  columns.  This  could  have  been  safely  and  sud- 
denly done  at  the  ford  before  alluded  to. 

On  Monday,  30th,  by  orders,  we  marched  at  an  early  hour  over  the 
same  road  taken  by  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  before,  and  3 miles 
distant  passed  the  battle-field  where  General  Longstreet  had  engaged 
the  enemy  the  afternoon  previous.  At  about  4 p.  m.  we  reached  the 
White  Oak  Swamp,  where,  after  an  hour’s  engagement  with  artillery. 
General  Jackson’s  army  bivouacked  for  the  night,  including  General 
Whiting’s  division. 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  we  marched,  by  orders,  at  sunrise;  crossed 
White  Oak  Swamp,  the  bridge  destroyed  by  the  enemy  causing  some 

hours’  delay;  continued  by  slow  marches  to Church,  and  formed 

line  of  battle  on  Poindexter’s  farm,  opposite  the  Malvern  Hills,  about 
2 p.  m.,  the  Seventh  Brigade  on  the  extreme  left.  We  remained  in  posi- 
tion about  three  hours,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  time  artillery 
and  musketry  firing  was  heard  on  our  right  a mile  or  two  distant.  At 
5 p.  m.  Courtney’s  battery  was  put  in  position,  opened  a brisk  fire,  an- 
swered by  heavy  discharges  from  four  or  five  batteries  or  the  enemy 
posted  on  Malvern  Hills.  After  half  an  hour’s  engagement,  doing  good 
service,  the  battery  was  withdrawn  reluctantly  by  an  order  of  General 
Whiting,  through  a courier,*  which  turned  out  to  have  been  intended 
for  another  battery. 

At  3 p.  m.  that  day,  after  the  enemy’s  position  and  the  disposition 
of  his  forces  had  been  well  reconnoitered  through  a glass  and  plainly 
visible,  I asked  permission  to  move  through  the  continuous  woods  to 
the  left  and  attack  the  enemy  by  a surprise  on  his  right.  This  pro- 
posal, forwarded  to  General  Jackson,  was  declined  by  him. 

About  sundown  orders  were  received  to  march  the  Seventh  Brigade 
to  the  extreme  right,  where  the  battle  had  raged  fiercely  for  some  two 
hours  and  our  troops  repulsed.  I moved  quickly,  guided  by  an  officer 
of  General  D.  H.  Hill’s  staff,  through  a dense  woods,  in  the  dark,  ex- 
posed for  miles  to  a continuous  and  rapid  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery, 
and  took  up  a position  on  that  part  of  the  field  where  General  Magruder 
had  made  his  disastrous  charges  across  an  open  field,  every  yard  of 
which  could  be  swept  by  the  adverse  artillery.  This  field  was  about 
half  a mile  broad,  skirted  by  woods  on  the  left  and  a high  and  abrupt 
declivity  descending  to  Turkey  Creek  on  the  fight.  I reported  to 
General  Ewell,  and  a few  moments  after  to  D.  H.  Hill,  who  ordered 
the  brigade  to  remain  in  its  position  near  the  woods  on  the  edge  of  the 
field.  I proposed  soon  after  to  General  Hill  to  ride  forward  under 
cover  of  the  heavy  darkness  and  recounoiter  the  enemy’s  position.  It 
was  then  about  9 o’clock.  We  rode  forward  and  apx^roached  within 
100  steps  of  the  batteries,  and  could  hear  plainly  the  ordinary  tone  of 
conversation.  The  guns  were  then  firing  on  the  woods  to  our  left,  where 
the  last  attack  had  been  made,  at  right  angles  to  that  part  of  the  field 
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we  were  iu.  I suggested  to  General  Hill  the  advantage  of  making  an 
attack  on  this  battery,  and  that  it  must  be  successful,  as  the  enemy 
would  not  expect  one  from  our  position,  and  under  cover  of  the  dark- 
ness we  could  approach  them  undiscovered.  General  Hill  did  not 
seem  inclined  to  make  the  movement.  We  rode  back  to  the  brigade, 
conversed  some  time,  when  I again  urged  the  propriety  of  an  attack, 
as  we  could  approach  so  near  undiscovered  as  to  insure  success,  the 
enemy  having  no  skirmishers  in  our  front.  But  he  declined  as  before 
to  order  the  attack,  and  directed  me  to  make  no  further  movement. 
I occupied  this  position  until  about  12  o’clock,  when  all  firing  had 
ceased  for  more  than  two  hours,  and  as  General  Ewell  and  General 
Hill  had  both  been  absent  during  this  time  I retired  the  brigade  into 
the  woods  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  as  the  men  were  completely  worn- 
out  and  no  further  action  expected. 

The  next  morning  by  dawn  I went  off  to  ask  for  orders,  when  I found 
tbe  whole  army  in  the  utmost  disorder — thousands  of  straggling  men 
asking  every  passer-by  for  their  regiments  j ambulances,  wagons,  and 
artillery  obstructing  every  road,  and  altogether,  in  a drenching  rain, 
l^resenting  a scene  of  the  most  woful  and  disheartening  confusion.  * 

The  Seventh  Brigade,  not  having  been  fairly  brought  into  action, 
was  in  good  order  next  morning,  and  prepared  to  move  in  a body  by 
6 o’clock.  Orders  were  received  from  General  Jackson,  whom  I met 
casually,  to  march  to  the  church,  near  which  we  remained  all  day 
July  2. 

Thursday,  July  3,  we  had  orders  to  march  to  the  front  j did  so,  and 
encamped  about  8 miles  from  James  Eiver,  opposite  Westover. 

July  4 we  again  marched  to  the  front ; reached  a point  about  4 miles 
from  James  Biver,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  skirmishers 
thrown  out  half  a mile  in  advance,  who  occasionally  exchanged  shots 
with  the  enemy’s  scouts.  At  night  one  of  my  regiments  was  put  on 
picket.  We  lay  in  camp  until  July  8,  when  we  were  ordered  to  move 
at  dark  to  the  rear,  and  on  July  10  encamped  4 miles  from  Eichmond, 
scarcely  able  to  march  from  excessive  fatigue  and  prostration,  the 
result  of  constant  fighting  and  marching  in  a country  where  air  and 
water  were  both  impure,  and  rapidly  breaking  down  the  health  of  the 
army. 

I append  below  a list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  before-mentioned 
engagements.* 

Yours,  respectfully, 

I.  E.  TEIMBLE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  S.  Ewell, 

Commanding  Division. 


Ko.  256. 

Report  of  Col.  Leroy  A.  Stafford.,  Ninth  Louisiana  Infantry^  commanding 
Eighth  Brigade^  of  the  battles  of  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Brigade, 

July  30,  1862. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters  re- 
quiring a report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  late  battles 
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before  Eicbmond,  I have  tbe  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of 
facts  connected  therewith : 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Brigadier-General  Taylor  the  command  of 
the  brigade  devolved  upon  Col.  I.  G.  Seymour,  of  the  Sixth  Louisiana 
Eegiment. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo,  in  the  charge  at  Cold 
Harbor,  Colonel  Seymour  was  shot  from  his  horse  and  died  a few  min- 
utes after.  I then  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and  was  ordered  by 
General  Trimble  to  form  the  troops  in  line  of  battle  near  the  edge  of  the 
wood  j this  was  done.  It  soon  after  became  dark  and  no  further  move- 
ments were  made.  The  l)rigade  remained  on  the  ground  that  night,  and 
the  next  morning,  the  28th,  was  ordered  to  advance  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  retiring.  On  this  and  the  two  days  following  we  con- 
tinued to  advance  steadily  forward. 

The  enemy,  on  arriving  at  Malvern  Hill,  there  made  a stand  and 
prepared  to  resist  our  farther  advance.  The  brigade  was  first  ordered 
to  form  in  line  of  battle  near  the  road  on  the  left ; very  soon,  however, 
our  position  was  changed  to  a wheat  field  near  by.  This  movement 
was  also  countermanded,  and  our  position  again  changed  to  a ravine 
near  the  enemy ^s  batteries.  At  dusk  an  order  was  brought  (we  then 
being  under  orders  of  General  Whiting  and  supporting  his  division) 
to  charge  forward  on  the  battery.  This  order  was  given  by  an  officer 
unknown  to  myself  or  any  of  the  officers  of  my  command.  Three  of 
the  regiments — the  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Louisiana — advanced 
as  ordered.  It  now  being  night,  this  order  was  not  heard  or  properly 
understood  by  the  Mnth  Louisiana,  and  no  advance  was  made  by  that 
command.  This  charge  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  valuable  lives. 
After  the  charge  the  brigade,  being  somewhat  scattered,  was  with- 
drawn to  a gate  and  order  restored.  Leave  was  obtained  of  General 
Ewell  for  the  men  to  get  water  at  the  church.  Again  advanced,  and 
remained  at  the  gate  (near  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  them) 
during  the  night.  A portion  of  the  brigade,  however,  remained  on  the 
field  from  which  the  charge  was  made  and  there  staid  the  remainder  of 
the  night. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  forwarded  a list  of  the  casualties  of  the 
brigade  in  the  two  engagements  in  which  it  was  actively  engaged,  viz, 
that  of  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  as  furnished  by  the  regimental 
commanders.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  STAEFOED, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Eighth  Brigade. 

Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown. 


No.  257. 

Report  of  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson^  First  Maryland  Infantry  (Confed- 
erate) ^ commanding  Maryland  Line,  of  the  shirmishes  at  Handle fs  Cor- 
ner, battles  of  Gaines^  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill,  and  sMrmish  at  Westover, 

Headquarters  Maryland  Line, 

Camp  near  Westover,  Ya.,  July  7,  1862. 
Captain  : On  Thursday,  June  26,  when  the  army  advanced  from  Ash- 
land the  First  Maryland  Eegiment,  of  my  command,  was  ordered  to  the 
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frout  by  Major-General  Ewell,  with  directions  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets"  when  found.  In  the  afternoon  Captain  Nicholas,  Company  G, 
whom  I had  sent  in  advance  skirmishing,  discovered  a cavalry  picket 
at  a church  at  the  intersection  of  Hundley’s  Corner  and  Mechanics ville 
road.  He  immediately  drove  them  in,  and  upon  their  receiving  re-en- 
forcements  and  making  a stand  I took  Comi^anies  A and  D and  drove 
them  over  Beaver  Creek. 

Having  thus  gained  a hill  commanding  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  I 
was  ordered  by  Major-General  Jackson  to  hold  it  and  take  two  pieces  of 
the  artillery  under  my  command  and  disperse  the  enemy,  who  appeared 
in  some  force  beyond  it.  This  was  done,  and  I bivouacked  on  the  hill 
ill  reach  of  their  guns.  Once  during  the  night  they  drove  in  my  out- 
]iost  to  recover  a piece  of  artillery  which  they  had  masked  near  my 
position,  but  which  I did  not  discover  until  next  morning.  I imme- 
diately recovered  the  ground. 

The  next  day,  June  27,  I again  marched  in  advance,  the  Thirteenth 
Virginia  and  Sixth  Louisiana  being  in  front  as  skirmishers.  ,When  near 
Cold  Harbor  the  battery  was  ordered  into  position  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Elzey,  to  whom  I had  reported  for  orders  with  the  consent  of 
Major-General  Ewell,  and  the  First  Maryland  was  ordered  to  support  it. 
The  cavalry  company  I ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the 
First  Virginia  Cavalry,  as  it  could  be  of  no  use  detached.  Here  I re- 
mained until  between  5 and  6 ]>.  m.,  when  Major-General  Jackson  or- 
dered me  to  take  my  regiment  into  action.  Leaving  the  battery  with 
a cavalry  support,  1 went  in  about  the  central  point  of  the  fire. 

Arriving  on  the  plateau  in  front  of  Gaines’  house  I found  it  occu-  • 
pied  by  the  enemy,  and  behind  them  a short  distance  a battery,  which 
jioured  a continual  and  rapid  fire  into  our  troops  in  front  of  it.  Their 
infantry  held  a strong  position  behind  the  bank  of  the  road  in  front  of 
Gaines’  house.  I found  to  my  horror  regiment  after  regiment  rushing 
back  in  utter  disorder.  The  Fifth  Alabama  I tried  in  vain  to  rally  with 
my  sword  and  the  rifles  of  mj*  men.  The  Twelfth  Alabama  reformed 
readily  on  my  right,  and  the  North  Carolina  regiments  of  Colonel 
IMcRae’s  command,  at  my  ai)peal,  rallied  strongly  on  my  left.  Thus 
re-enforced,  my  men  moved  forward  at  a right-shoulder-shift,  taking  the 
touch  of  elbows  and  dressing  on  the  alignment  with  the  precision  of 
a parade.  Not  a man  was  missing.  Marching  straight  on,  when  a 
comrade  fell  not  a man  left  the  ranks,  but  the  surgeons’  detail  carried 
him  off. 

We  gained  the  road  and  the  house,  when  Brigadier-General  Winder 
brought  the  First  Brigade  into  line  on  my  right  and  ordered  me  to  put 
some  Georgia  regiments  of  Brigadier-General  Lawton’s  command  on 
my  left,  to  take  command  of  the  whole,  and  charge  the  battery.  This 
was  done.  The  whole  line  swept  forward,  but  when  close  to  the  bat- 
tery it  limbered  up  and  fled.  Two  of  its  pieces  were  found  next  morn- 
ing in  the  road  a mile  from  the  position  we  charged. 

The  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  is  beyond  praise.  They  marched, 
each  one  in  his  place,  with  a precision  and  firmness  which  can  never  be 
surpassed. 

1 append  a list  of  casualties.  * 

That  night  we  slept  on  the  battle-field,  and  next  morning,  28th,  were 
ordered  in  front  by  Major-General  Ewell,  and  gained  the  York  River 
Railroad.  Pushing  beyond  to  a hill  which  commanded  Bottom’s  Bridge, 
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1 placed  a picket  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  held  the  hill  by  order 
until  the  30th,  when  I was  ordered  off. 

On  July  1,  finding  myself  in  the  rear  without  orders,  I pushed  for- 
ward until  I got  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  Littletoffs  house,  on  the 
Malvern  Hills.  Here  I halted  and  went  forward  with  my  adjutant  and 
adjutant  general  of  the  Maryland  Line.  A short  distance  from  my  posi- 
tion I met  Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Anderson  coming  back,  wounded,  with 
the  fragments  of  his  command,  which  had  been  repulsed,  losing  heavily. 
I rode  on,  and  just  in  front  of  Littleton’s  house  came  suddenly  on  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy  within  100  yards  of  me.  Eeturning,  I reported 
the  fact  to  Major-General  Jackson,  and  asked  should  I go  forward.  He 
said,  “Ko.”  1 remained  in  ])osition  until  dusk  under  the  most  terrific 
fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel  I can  conceive  of.  At  that  time,  finding  troops 
coming  pouring  back  from  the  front,  and  no  one  to  get  orders  from,  I 
concluded  to  move  forward  toward  the  firing.  As  I was  going  up  Major- 
General  Ewell  rode  up  and  approved  of  my  action. 

I then  went  on  and  found  Brigadier-General  Winder,  and  by  his  or- 
der took  possession  of  the  woods  beyond  the  Littleton  house,  which  I 
held  until  we  marched.  This  gave  us  complete  command  of  the  battle- 
field. 

The  next  morning  a squadron  of  cavalry,  escorting  an  officer  of  rank, 
coming  impertinently  near,  was  driven  off,  and  a regiment  of  infantry 
moving  off*  gave  us  a few  scattering  shots. 

On  this  day  I only  lost  1 man,  hit  by  a piece  of  shell,  and  my 
assistant  surgeon  had  his  horse  killed. 

On  July  4 we  occui^ied,  with  Brigadier-General  Early’s  command, 
the  woods  in  front  of  Westover  Church.  There  was  some  sharp  skir- 
mishing, but  no  loss,  except  that  Lieutenant  Bond,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Maryland  Line,  had  his  horse  killed. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSOI^, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Maryland  Line, 

Capt.  G.  Campbell  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 


No.  258. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Hill,  C.  8.  Army,  of  engagement  at  King^s 
School-House  and  battles  of  Meehanicsville  and  Gaines'^  Mill,  engage- 
ment at  White  Oah  Swamp  Bridge,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

July  3,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  bat- 
tles by  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery  commanders  designated  in  the 
accompanying  list.* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya. 


. * Omitted ; unimportant. 
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Headquarters  Division, 

, 1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  a report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  division  in  the  engagements  around  Richmond  which  resulted  in 
lifting  the  young  Napoleon  from  his  intrenchments  around  that  city 
and  setting  him  down  on  the  banks  of  the  James,  25  miles  farther  oif, 
with  a loss  of  51  pieces  of  artillery,  27,000  stand  of  arms,  and  10,000 
prisoners. 

On  June  25  my  division  constituted  the  supporting  force  to  a portion 
of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom  which  were  engaged 
with  the  Yankees  near  King’s  School-House,  on  the  Williamsburg  road. 
We  were  exposed  all  day  to  an  artillery  fire,  but  with  little  loss. 

We  marched  that  night  through  the  mud  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Me- 
chanics ville  Bridge,  and  there  awaited  the  advance  of  Major-Generals 
Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill.  The  plan  of  operations  was  for  the  former 
officer  to  come  down  by  the  way  of  Hanover  Junction  and  get  in  rear 
of  Mechanicsville,  while  the  latter  should  cross  at  Meadow  Bridge  and 
move  directly  upon  .Mechanicsville,  so  as  to  unmask  the  bridge  oppo- 
site it  and  enable  my  division  to  cross  over,  followed  by  that  of  Major- 
General  Longstreet.  To  the  four  divisions  of  Generals  Longstreet, 
Jackson,  A.  P.  Hill,  and  myself  was  intrusted  the  task  of  turning  the 
right  flank  of  the  Yankee  army. 

About  3 o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  the  firing  began  at 
Meadow  Bridge,  and  was  followed  by  the  rapid  running  of  the  Yankees 
toward  Mechanicsville.  My  division  was  put  in  motion  and  crossed  the 
(Jhickahominy  after  a little  delay  in  repairing  the  bridge.  General^  A. 
P.  Hill  was  then  hotly  engaged  about  the  town,  and  my  leading  brigade 
(Ripley’s)  was  pushed  forward  to  his  support.  The  Yankees  were  be- 
ginning to  retreat  across  the  creek  (Beaver  Dam)  toward  Ellison’s  Mill, 
but  their  artillery  was  still  on  the  plain  on  this  side.  The  three  bat- 
teries of  Jones’  battalion,  of  my  division,  and  Hardaway’s  battery  and 
Bondurant’s  were  brought  into  action  and  drove  the  Yankee  artillery 
off  the  field. 

In  the  mean  time  I had  received  several  messages  from  General  Lee 
and  one  from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  send  forward 
a brigade.  In  advancing  with  this  brigade  I met  Brigadier-General 
Pender,  whose  brigade  had  just  been  roughly  handled,  who  told  me 
that  with  the  assistance  of  two  regiments  of  Ripley’s  brigade  he  could 
turn  the  position  at  Ellison’s  Mill  by  the  right,  while  two  regiments 
should  advance  in  front.  Brigadier-General  Ripley  was  directed  to  co- 
operate with  General  Pender,  and  the  attack  was  made  about  dark. 
The  enemy  had  intrenchments  of  great  strength  and  development  on 
the  other  side  of  Beaver  Dam  and  had  the  banks  lined  with  his  magnifi- 
cent artillery.  The  approach  was  over  an  open  plain,  exposed  to  a 
murderous  fire  of  all  arms,  and  an  almost  impassable  stream  was  to  be 
crossed.  The  result,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  was  a disastrous 
and  bloody  repulse.  Nearly  every  field  officer  in  the  brigade  was  killed 
or  wounded  and  a large  number  of  officers  of  all  grades  were  equally 
unfortunate. 

Those  hero-martyrs — Colonel  [M.  S.]  Stokes,  of  the  First  North  Car-  - 
olina  Regiment,  and  Col.  Robert  A.  Smith,  Forty-fourth  Georgia — de- 
serve more  than  a passing  notice.  The  former  had  served  with  credit 
in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in  his  own 
State.  The  latter,  though  in  feeble  health  and  scarcely  able  to  walk, 
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insisted  upon  being  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  attracted  my  par-  i 
ticular  attention  by  his  gallantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [John  B.]  Estes,  of  the  Forty-fourth,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  2 captains,  10  lieutenants,  and  321  privates  were  killed  i 
and  wounded  in  this  regiment.  Of  the  First  North  Carolina  Eegiment, 
Colonel  Stokes  and  Maj.  T.  L.  Skinner,  6 captains  and  the  adjutant 
were  killed  and  133  privates  were  killed  and  wounded.  These  two 
regiments  (never  before  under  fire)  were  badly  demoralized  and  scarcely 
preserved  their  organization  in  the  subsequent  operations.  Capt.  H.  A. 
Brown,  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  and  Captains  [J.  W.] 
Beck  and  [S.  P.]  Lumpkin,  of  the  Forty- fourth  Georgia,  rallied  the  frag- 
ments of  their  commands,  and  are  handsomely  spoken  of  by  Brigadier- 
General  Eipley. 

The  Third  North  Carolina  Eegiment  and  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia 
were  less  exposed  than  the  other  two  regiments  of  Eipley’s  brigade, 
and  of  consequence  suffered  less  severely,  but  Major  [Edward]  Savage, 
of  the  Third  North  Carolina,  fell  badly  wounded. 

The  batteries  of  Captain  Ehett  and  Captain  Hardaway  were  particu- 
larly distinguished  in  this  engagement. 

The  division  slept  on  the  field  that  night.  About  9 p.  m.  I received 
an  order  from  General  Lee  to  co-operate  with  Major-General  Jackson  on 
the  Cold  Harbor  road,  going  by  way  of  Bethesda  Church.  The  route 
we  had  to  take  was  found  at  daylight  to  be  held  by  the  enemy  in  force, 
with  strong  intrenchments  mounted  with  artillery.  I sent  the  brigades 
of  Garland  and  Anderson  to  the  left  to  turn  the  position,  while  my 
other  three  brigades  and  all  the  division  artillery  were  kept  on  the  main 
road,  ready  to  advance  when  the  rear  of  the  works  was  gained.  The 
Yankees  abandoned  their  earthworks  when  Garland  and  Anderson 
gained  their  rear  and  the  whole  division  moved  on. 

The  shorter  road,  upon  which  Major-General  Jackson  marched,  being 
obstructed,  he  was  compelled  to  turn  off  and  follow  in  my  rear.  We 
therefore  reached  Cold  Harbor  first,  capturing  a few  wagons,  ambu- 
lances, and  prisoners.  The  division  moved  up  cautiously  to  the  edge 
of  Powhite  Swamp,  where  the  Yankees  were  found  to  be  strongly  posted, 
with  ten  t>ieces  of  artillery  commanding  the  only  road  upon  which  our 
guns  could  be  moved.  Captain  Bondurant’s  battery  was  brought  into 
action,  but  in  less  than  half  an  hour  was  withdrawn  and  badly  crippled. 

By  the  order  of  Major-General  Jackson  the  division  was  moved  back 
to  the  edge  of  the  woods  parallel  to  the  road  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  from  the  attack  of  Major  Generals  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill. 

It  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the  fire  on  our  right  was  re- 
ceding and  that  the  Yankees  were  gaining  ground.  Jackson’s  division 
and  mine  were  then  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  Longstreet  and 
A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  several  hours.  My  divis- 
ion occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  whole  Confederate  line.  The 
order  of  advance  of  the  division  was.  Garland  on  the  left,  next  Ander- 
son, next  Eodes,  next^Colquitt;  Eipley  being  on  the  extreme  right.  In 
advancing  we  had  a dense  swamp  to  cross,  with  tangled  undergrowth, 
and  the  radius  of  the  wheeling  circle  had  to  be  shortened.  These  com- 
bined causes  produced  much  confusion  and  a lapping  of  brigades  and 
the  separation  of  regiments  from  their  proper  places.  Several  regiments 
of  my  division  were  thrown  into  the  rear  and  did  not  engage  the 
enemy.  The  Forty-eighth  Georgia  and  the  fragments  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Georgia  (Eipley^s  brigade were  thus  thrown  into  the  rear.  The  Sixth 
and  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  (ColquitFs  brigade)  were  the  only  regi- 
ments of  their  brigade  which  drew  trigger.  The  other  three  regiments 
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of  this  brigade — Twenty -third  Georgia,  Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  and 
Thirteenth  Alabama — preserved  their  positions  in  rear,  but  did  not  en- 
gage the  Yankees.  The  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  (Eodes’  bri- 
gade) encountered  a battery  in  their  front,  which  they  charged  and 
captured.  Gol.  0.  0.  Pegues,  the  noble  Christian  commander  of  the 
Fifth  Alabama,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  this  charge. 

Upon  falliog  (says  General  Rodes)  lie  called  to  the  next  officer  in  conirrand,  Major 
[E.  L.]  Hobson,  and  told  him  that  the  Fifth  had  always  been  in  the  advance,  and  that 
it  was  his  last  wish  that  it  should  go  ahead  and  allow  no  regiment  to  pass  it.  Major 
Hobson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes,  and  led  the  regiment  constantly  ahead  of 
all  others  in  the  division  except  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  which,  under  its  brave 
Colonel  (O’Neal),  kept  steady  with  it. 

In  crossing  the  swamp — 

The  Third  Alabama  encountered  troops  of  our  own  ahead  of  them  and  halted.  The 
Sixth  did  not,  but  moved  on  at  a rapid  pace  into  the  field  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  bat- 
tery and  in  face  of  their  infantry,  encountering  there  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  bat- 
tery and  a heavy  fire  of  musketry  in  front,  and  finding  themselves  unsupported,  the 
men  were  »equired  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lie  down,  and  finally,  no  support  arriving, 
they  retired  under  cover  in  perfectly  good  order,  and  there  awaited,  with  the  Third 
Alabama,  further  orders. 

In  regard  to  the  Twelfth  Alabama  Gieiieral  Eodes  says : 

The  Twelfth  Alabama,  which  in  some  confusion  had  shifted  to  the  left  late  in  the 
evening,  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of  Hill’s  division. 

Anderson’s  brigade,  on  the  left,  met  the  Yankees  on  the  edge  of  the 
swamp  and  w^as  first  engaged.  The  contest  was  short  but  bloody,  and 
the  woods  were  entirely  cleared  of  the  Yankees,  who  fell  back  behind 
a fence  and  ditch  and  the  brow-  of  a hill. 

My  division  now  occupied  the  edge  of  tlm  wooded  swamp,  separated 
from  the  Yankees  by  an  open  field  some  400  yards  wide.  Confederate 
troops  upon  our  right,  subsequently  discovered  to  be  Winder’s  and 
Lawton’s  brigades,  were  advancing  across  the  plain  to  attack  them.  I 
found  Generals  Anderson  and  Garland  discussing  with  great  enthusiasm 
the  propriety  of  attacking  the  Yankees  in  flank  with  their  two  bri- 
gades, while  Lawton  and  Winder  attacked  in  front.  The  only  objection 
to  the  movement  was  that  a Yankee  battery  on  our  extreme  left  could 
enfilade  our  line  on  its  advance.  Garland  observed,  ‘‘I  don’t  think  it 
can  do  much  harm,  and  I am  willing  to  risk  it.”  Anderson  responded 
in  the  same  spirit,  and  I ordered  an  advance  of  the  whole  division.  To 
prevent  the  destruction  of  life  Ifom  the  battery  1 resolved  to  make  an 
attemiit  to  capture  it.  Two  regiments  of  Elzey’s  brigade  (I  think)  Avere 
found  separated  from  their  command,  and  these  I ordered  under  iny 
volunteer  aide,  Mr.  Sydnor,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  ground,  to 
get  ill  rear  of  the  battery,  while  the  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  Col.  Al- 
fred Iverson ; the  Third  North  Carolina,  Col.  Gaston  Meares,  and  the 
First  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  Ca^it.  H.  A.  Brown,  were  ordered 
to  make  a direct  advance.  Unfortunately  Colonel  Iverson  alone  carried 
out  his  orders  fully. 

Says  General  Garland ; 

Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  wounded  at  an  early  period  while  gallantly  leading 
up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery.  The  regiment  after  he  was  wounded  was  led  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Franklin  J.  Faison.  It  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the  battery,  which 
it  held  for  ten  minutes.  The  gallant  Faison  received  a mortal  wound  in  the  very 
act  of  turning  a captured  piece  iq)ou  the  fleeing  foe.  He  was  greatly  beloved  and  his 
memory  will  Ije  cherished  with  veneration  and  pride.  The  enemy  soon  returned  to 
the  battery,  and  the  regiment,  having  sustained  a loss  of  70  killed  and  202  wounded 
and  being  without  support,  retired,  by  order  of  Major  [William  H.]  Toon. 
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Heavy  as  was  this  loss,  no  doubt  a greater  loss  was  5?ved  to  the 
division  in  its  advance  by  this  gallant  attack.  The  temporary  silence 
of  the  battery  enabled  the  division  to  move  up  in  fine  style  and  turn  the 
tide  of  battle  in  our  favor. 

The  effect  of  our  appearance  (says  General  Garland)  at  this  opportune  moment 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  cheering  and  charging,  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The 
enemy  broke  and  retreated,  made  a second  stand,  which  induced  my  immediate  com- 
mand to  halt  under  cover  of  the  road-side  and  return  their  fire,  when,  charging  for- 
ward again,  wo  broke  and  scattered  them  in  every  direction. 

The  statements  of  the  Yankees  themselves  and  of  the  French  princes 
on  McClellan’s  staff  fully  concur  with  General  Garland  that  it  was  this 
final  charge  upon  their  right  flank  which  decided  the  fortunes  of  the 
day.  The  Yankees  made  no  further  resistance,  but  fled  in  great  con- 
fusion to  Grapevine  Bridge.  ^ 

It  vvas  now  fairly  dark,  and  hearing  loud  cheers  from  the  Yankees 
in  our  immediate  front,  some  200  yards  distant,  I ordered  our  whole 
advance  to  halt  and  wait  an  expected  attack  of  the  enemy.  Brigadier- 
General  Winder,  occupying  the  road  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  imme- 
diately halted,  and  the  whole  advance  columns  were  halted  also.  The 
cheering,  as  we  afterward  learned,  was  caused  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Irish  Brigade  to  cover  the  retreat.  A vigorous  attack  upou  it 
might  have  resulted  in  the  total  rout  of  the  Yankee  army  and  the  cap- 
ture of  thousands  of  prisoners,  but  I was  unwilling  to  leave  the  ele- 
vated plateau  around  McGehee’s  house  to  advance  in  the  dark  along  an 
unknown  road,  skirted  by  dense  woods,  in  the  possession  of  Yankee 
troops. 

The  night 'was  spent  in  caring  for  the  wounded  and  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  morning.  I drew  back  the  advanced  troops  several  hun- 
dred yards  to  McGehee’s  house,  and  sent  across  the  s warn  j)  for  my  division 
artillery.  This,  however,  did  not  come  up  till  sunrise  next  morning. 
All  of  the  advanced  troops  of  General  Jackson  reported  to  me  for 
orders,  and  with  my  own  were  intrusted  with  guarding  the  road  to 
Grapevine  Bridge.  Soon  after  daylight  it  was  discovered  that  the 
Yankees  had  retreated  across  the  Chickahominy,  destroying  all  the 
bridges.  The  Yankee  general  John  F.  Reynolds,  with  his  aide,  was 
discovered  in  the  woods  by  my  pickets  and  brought  to  me.  Major- 
General  Jackson  came  up  after  sunrise  and  assumed  command  of  his 
own  and  my  division. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Brigadier-Generals  Garland  and 
Anderson  for  their  skill  in  discovering  the  weak  point  of  the  Yankees 
and  their  boldness  in  attacking  it.  Their  brigades,  being  more  exposed 
than  the  others  of  my  command,  suffered  more  severely.  Brigadier- 
General  Rodes  was  on  the  field,  and  displayed  his  usual  coolness  and 
judgment,  though  very  feeble  from  the  unhealed  wound  received  at 
Seven  Pines.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley  was  not  en- 
gaged, owing  to  that  officer  not  keeping  it  in  hand  and  not  pressing 
vigorously  to  the  front.  Colonel  Cohpiitt,  commanding  brigade,  in  like 
manner  did  not  keep  his  brigade  in  hand,  and  three  of  his  regiments 
did  not  draw  trigger.  The  Sixth  and  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  of  this 
brigade,  commanded  by  those  pure,  brave,  noble  Christian  soldiers 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Newton  and  Col.  Levi  B.  Smith,  behaved  most  heroic- 
ally, and  maintained  their  grouml  when  half  their  number  had  been 
struck  down. 

My  seven  division  batteries,  under  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bon- 
durant,  Rhett,  Clark,  Peyton,  and  Nelson,  were  all  engaged  at  one  time 
or  another  at  Mechanicsville  and  all  in  like  manner  at  Cold  Harbor, 
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Bondurant  had  3 men  killed,  10  wounded,  and  28  horses  killed  or  dis- 
abled at  the  latter  place.  The  other  six  batteries  suffered  but  little. 
Under  the  immediate  supervision  of‘Ma;jor-General  Jackson  they  opened 
across  tlie  swamp  upon  the  Yankee  batteries  just  before  our  final  charge. 

On  June  28  Major-General  Ewell  was  sent  with  his  division  to  Dis- 
})atch  Station,  on  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  while  General  Stuart  went 
down  to  the  White  House,  the  terminus  of  this  road.  Both  expeditions 
were  completely  successful,  and  the  Yankee  line  of  communication  being 
thus  cut,  McClellan  was  compelled  to  change  his  base.  He  spent  two 
days  in  destroying  vast  military  and  medical  stores  south  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  aud  attempted  to  hold  the  crossings  over  that  stream.  Scouts 
from  Hood’s  brigade  and  the  Third  Alabama  (Rodes’  brigade)  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing,  and  my  Pioneer  Corps,  under  Captain  Smith,  of  the 
Engineers,  repaired  Grapevine  Bridge  on  the  29th,  and  we  crossed 
over  at  3 o’clock  that  night. 

McLaws’  division  had  a bloody  fight  at  Savage  Station  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  29th  instant.  That  night  the  Yankees  continued  their  re- 
treat, leaving  1,100  sick  and  wounded  in  our  hands. 

Jackson’s  command,  my  division  leading,  passed  Savage  Station 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  instant,  and  followed  the  line  of  the 
Yankee  retreat  toward  White  Oak  Creek.  We  picked  up  about  1,000 
])nsoners  and  so  many  arms,  that  I detached  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
North  Carolina  Regiments  to  take  charge  of  both. 

At  White  Oak  Creek  we  found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the  Yankee 
forces  drawn  up  on  the  other  side.  Twenty-six  guns  from  my  division 
and  five  from  Whiting’s  division  opened  a sudden  and  unexpected  fire 
upon  the  Yankee  batteries  and  infantry^  A feeble  response  was 
attempted,  but  silenced  in  a few  minutes.  Munford’s  cavalry  and  my 
skirmishers  crossed  over,  but  the  Yankees  got  some  guns  under  cover 
of  a wood  which  commanded  the  bridge,  and  the  cavalry  was  compelled 
to  turn  back.  The  skirmishers  staid  over  all  day  and  night.  We 
attempted  no  further  crossing  that  day.  The  hospitals  and  a large 
number  of  sick  and  wounded  at  White  Oak  Creek  fell  into  our  hands. 
Major-Generals  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  attacked  the  Yankees  in 
flank  at  Frazier’s  farm,  some  2 miles  in  advance  of  us  that  day,  and 
a corresponding  vigorous  attack  by  Major-General  Huger  on  their  rear 
must  have  resulted  most  disastrously  to  them.  The  obstacles  he  met, 
which  prevented  his  advance,  may  have  been  of  a character  not  to  be 
overcome.  I do  not  know  and  cannot  judge  of  them.  The  bridge 
being  repaired,  Jackson’s  command  crossed  over,  Brigadier-General 
Whiting’s  division  leading,  and  effected  a junction  with  General  Lee 
near  a church  a few  miles  from  Malvern  Hill.  Whiting’s  division  was 
turned  off*  the  road  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of  this  hill  and  mine  to  the 
rigid.  We  had  to  advance  across  an  open  field  aud  ford  a creek  before 
getting  under  cover  of  the  woods.  We  were  in  full  view  while  effect- 
ing these  objects,  and  suffered  heavily  from  the  Yankee  artillery.  Brig- 
ailier-General  Anderson,  on  the  extreme  left,  had  become  engaged,  his 
brigade  roughly  handled,  and  himself  wounded  and  carried  off*  the 
field  before  the  other  brigades  had  crossed  the  creek.  By  the  order  of 
Major-General  Jackson  the  division  was  halted  in  the  woods  and  an 
examination  made  of  the  ground.  The  Yankees  were  found  to  be 
strongly  posted  on  a commanding  hill,  all  the  approaches  to  which 
could  be  swejit  by  his  artillery,  and  were  guarded  by  swarms  of  infantry 
securely  sheltered  by  fences,  ditches,  and  ravines.  Tier  after  tier  of 
batteries  were  grimly  visible  on  the  plateau,  rising  in  the  form  of  an 
amphitheater.  One  flank  was  protected  by  Turkey  Creek  and  the 
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other  by  gunboats.  We  could  only  reach  the  first  line  of  batteries  by 
traversing  an  open  space  of  from  300  to  400  yards,  exposed  to  a mur- 
derous fire  of  grape  and  canister  fiom  the  artillery  and  musketry  from 
the  infantry.  If  that  first  line  were  carried,  another  and  another  still 
more  difficult  remained  in  the  rear.  I had  expressed  my  disapproba- 
tion of  a farther  pursuit  of  the  Yankees  to  the  commanding  general 
ainl  to  Major-Generals  Jackson  and  Longstreet  even  before  I kne^w  of 
the  strength  of  their  position.  An  examination  now  satisfied  me  that 
an  attack  could  not  but  be  hazardous  to  our  arms. 

About  2 o’clock,  I think,  T received  a note  from  General  Jackson, 
inclosing  one  from  Col.  E.  H.  Chilton,  chief  of  General  Lee’s  staft*, 
saying  tliat  j)ositions  were  selected  from  which  our  artillery  could  silence 
the  Yankee  artilleiy,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  done  Brigadier-General 
Arniistead  wmuld  advance  with  a shout  and  carry  the  battery  imme- 
diately in  his  front.  This  shout  was  to  be  the  signal  for  a general  ad- 
vance, and  all  the  troops  were  then  to  rush  forward  with  fixed  bay- 
onets. I sent  for  all  my  brigade  commanders  and  showed  them  the 
note.  Brigadier-General  Kodes  being  absent  sick,  the  gallant  Gordon 
was  ])ut  in  command  of  his  brigade.  That  accomplished  gentleman 
and  soldier  Col.  C.  C.  Tew,  Second  North  Carolina  Eegiinent,  took 
command  of  Anderson’s  brigade.  Garland,  Eipley,  and  Colquitt,  and 
these  two  colonels  were  present  at  the  interview.  Instead  of  ordering 
up  100  or  200  ])ieces  of  artillery  to  play  on  the  Yankees,  a single  battery 
(Moorman’s)  was  ordered  up  and  knocked  to  pieces  in  a few  minutes. 
One  or  two  others  shared  the  same  fate  of  being  beat  in  detail.  Not 
knowing  how  to  act  under  these  circumstances,  I wrote  to  General 
Jackson  that  the  firing  from  our  batteries  was  of  the  most  farcical  char- 
acter. He  repeated  the  order  for  a general  advance  at  the  signal  of  the 
shouting  from  General  Armistead.  As  well  as  I could  learn  the  posi- 
tion of  our  troops  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Whiting  was  on 
my  left,  Major-Generals  Magrnder  and  Huger  on  my  right,  and  Major- 
General  Holmes  some  miles  in  our  rear. 

While  conversing  with  my  brigade  commanders  shouting  was  heard 
on  our  right,  followed  by  the  roar  of  musketry.  We  all  agreed  that 
this  was  the  signal  agreed  upon,  and  I ordered  my  division  to  advance. 
This,  as  near  as  I could  judge,  was  about  an  hour  and  a half  before 
sundown.  We  advanced  alone:  neither  Whiting,  on  the  left,  nor 
Magruder  and  Huger,  on  the  right,  moved  forward  an  inch.  The  divis- 
ion fought  heroically  and  well,  but  fought  in  vain.  Garland,  in  my 
immediate  front,  showed  all  his  wonted  courage  and  enthusiasm,  but 
he  needed  and  asked  for  re-enforcements.  I sent  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Newton,  Sixth  Georgia,  to  his  support,  and  observing  a brigade  by  a 
fence  in  our  rear,  I galloped  back  to  it  and  found  it  to  be  that  of  Brig- 
adier-General Toombs.  I ordered  it  forward  to  support  Garland  and 
accompanied  it.  The  brigade  advanced-handsomely  to  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  blit  soon  retreated  in  disorder.  Gordon,  commanding  Bodes’  bri- 
gade, pushed  gallantly  forward  and  gained  considerable  ground,  but 
was  forced  back.  The  gallant  and  acconqilished  Meares,  Third  North 
Carolina  Eegiinent,  Eipley’s  brigade,  had  fallen  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  that  brigade  was  streaming  to  the  rear.  Colquitt’s  and  An- 
derson’s brigades  liad  also  fallen  back.  Eansom’s  brigade  had  come 
up  to  my  support  from  Major-General  Huger.  A portion  of  it  came, 
blit  without  its  brigadier.  It  moved  too  far  to  the  left  and  became 
mixed  up  with  the  mass  of  troops  near  the  parsonage  on  the  Quaker  i 
road,  suffering  heavily  and  effecting  little.  Brigadier-General  Winder  | 
was  sent  up  by  Major-General  Jackson,  but  he  came  too  late,  and  also  j 
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went  to  tlie  same  belt  of  woods  near  the  parsonage,  already  over- 
crowded with  troops.  Finally  Major-General  Ewell  came  up,  but  it 
was  after  dark  and  nothing  could  be  accomplished.  I advised  him  to 
hold  the  ground  he  had  gained  and  not  to  attempt  a forward  move- 
ment. 

The  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  might  have  been  a complete  and  glorious 
success  had  not  our  artillery  and  infantry  been  fought  in  detail.  My 
division  batteries,  having  been  three  times  engaged,  had  exhausted  all 
their  ammunition  and  had  been  sent  back  for  a fresh  supply.  If  I had 
liad  them  with  me  with  a good  supx^ly  of  ammunition  I feel  confident 
that  w^e  could  have  beaten  the  force  immediately  in  front  of  us.  Again, 
the  want  of  concert  with  the  infantry  divisions  was  most  painful. 
AA^hiting’s  division  did  not  engage  at  all,  neither  did  Holmes’.  My 
division  fought  an  hour  or  more  the  whole  Yankee  force  without  assist- 
ance from  a single  Confederate  soldier.  The  front  line  of  the  Yankees 
was  twice  broken  and  in  full  retreat,  when  fresh  troops  came  to  its  sup- 
port. At  such  critical  junctures  the  general  advance  of  the  divisions 
on  my  right  and  left  must  have  been  decisive.  Some  half  an  hour  after 
my  division  had  ceased  to  struggle  against  odds  of  more  than  10  to  1 
and  had  fallen  back  McLaws’  division  advanced,  but  to  share  a similar 
fate. 

So  far  as  I cau  learn  none  of  our  troops  drew  trigger,  except  Mc- 
Law^s’  division,  mine,  and  a portion  of  Huger’s.  Notwithstanding  the 
tremendous  odds  against  us  and  the  blundering  management  of  the 
battle  we  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  Yankees. 

They  retreated  in  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  unburied,  their 
w’ounded  on  the  ground,  three  x)ieces  of  artillery  abandoned,  and  thou- 
sands of  superior  rifles  throwui  away.  None  of  their  i^revious  retreats 
exhibited  such  unmistakable  signs  of  rout  and  demoralization.  The 
wiieat  fields  about  Shirley  were  all  irampled  dowui  by  the  frightened 
herd,  too  imiiatient  to  follow'  the  road.  Arms,  accouterments,  knax)- 
sacks,  overcoats,  and  clothing  of  every  descrix)tion  were  wildly  strewn 
on  the  road-side,  in  the  woods,  and  in  the  field.  Numerous  w^agons  and 
ambulances  w^ere  found  stuck  in  the  mud,  typical  of  Yankee  x^rogress 
in  war. 

The  actual  loss  in  battle  was,  in  my  opinion,  greater  on  our  side  than 
on  that  of  the  Yankees,  though  most  persons  (lifter  with  me.  The  ad- 
vantage in  x)Osition,  range,  caliber,  and  number  of  guns  was  with  them. 
The  prestige  of  victory  and  the  enthusiasm  insx^ired  by  it  were  with 
us.  Their  masses,  too,  were  so  compact  that  shot,  shell,  and  ball  could 
hardly  fail  to  accomplish  a noble  work. 

My  division  was  emxfioyed  during  the  week  after  the  battle  in  gather- 
ing ux)  arms  and  accouterments,  burying  our  own  and  the  Yankee 
dead,  and  removing  the  wounded  of  both  armies.  We  then  returned 
to  our  old  camx^  near  Eichmond,  with  much  cause  for  gratitude  to  the 
Author  of  all  good  for  raising*  the  siege  of  that  city  and  crowning  our 
arms  with  glorious  success. 

The  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  wfill  show  that  we  lost  4,000 
out  of  a little  less  than  10,000  taken  into  the  field. 

Among  these  w^e  have  to  mourn  those  gallant  sxnrits  Col.  Eobert  A. 
Smith,  Forty-fourth  Georgia;  Col.  M.  S.  Stokes  and  Maj.  T.  L.  Skin- 
ner, First  North  Carolina;  Col.  Gaston  Meares,  Third  North  Carolina; 
Col.  T.  J.  AYarthen,  Tw'enty-eighth  Georgia;  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Frank- 
lin J.]  Faison,  Tw’entieth  North  Carolina,  and  Ca})t.  Thomas  M.  Blount^ 
quartermaster  of  the  Fourth  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  who  fell  while. 
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gallautly  carrying  on  liorseback  the  colors  of  the  Thirtieth  North  Caro- 
lina Eegiment. 


List  of  casualties. 


Command. 

Killed. 

'6 

v 

P 

o 

Missing. 

Ilipley’s  brigade 

164 

192 

122 

159 

72 

5 

1 

,31 

637 

440 

704 

633 

22 

25 

30 

12 

Garland’s  brigade 

Rodes’  brigade 

Anderson’s  brigade 

Colquitt’s  brigade 

6 

Jones'  artillery 

Hardaway’s  battery 

Nelson’s  battery  (no  report) 

Total 

715 

3, 192 

48 

AcereEfate ...  ..  

3,  955 

This  embraces  the  entire  loss  in  the  division,  with  the  exception  of 
one  battery,  from  which  no  report  has  been  received. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  of  my  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  service. 
Major  Eatchford,  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Eeid,  aide-de  camp, 
were  much  exposed  and  were  ever  prompt  and  active;  Major  Pierson, 
chief  of  artillery,  was  alwaj^s  on  horseback  by  the  side  of  the  batteiy 
engaged;  Captain  Tayloe,  inspector- general,  rendered  valuable  and  im- 
portant service.  The  ordnance  officers,  Captain  West  and  Lieut.  T.  J. 
Moore,  attended  faithfully  to  their  duties.  laeutenant  Sydnor,  of  the 
Hanover  Light  Dragoons,  volunteer  aide,  at  Cold  Harbor  was  conspicu- 
ous for  his  zeal  and  gallantry.  Sergeant  Harmeling,  commanding  the 
couriers,  and  Private  Lewis  Jones,  courier,  merit  particular  mention  for 
the  zealous  and  intelligent  performance  of  dutv. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 

Capt.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  259. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Rodes,  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade., of  the  battle  of  Games'*  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  Div., 

July  19,  1862. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  brigade,  composed  of  the  Third,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Tbvelfth,  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  Regiments,  and  Carter’s  battery,  making  an 
aggregate  of  about  1,460  men,  from  the  evening  of  June  26  to  that  of 
June  28  last: 

In  common  with  the  other  brigades  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  mine 
took  position  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike  on  the  morning  of  June  26. 
We  lay  there  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  Avhen  we  m.oved 
across  the  Chlckahominy,  taking  position  in  the  held  between  Mechan- 
icsville and  the  Chickahominy. 
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NText  morning’,  after  being  subjected  to  a brisk  shelling  process  from 
tlie  enemy  without  loss  except  one  horse,  we  moved  forward  in  the 
road  to  the  left  of  the  Mechanicsville  battery,  halted  near  tliat  batteiy, 
and*  about  9 or  10  o’clock  moved  to  the  road  leading  to  Bethesda 
Church.  General  Eipley’s  brigade  followed,  mine  being  in  reserve  on 
that  day. 

Following  the  preceding  brigades  of  the  division,  we  came  under 
heavy  artillery  fire  at  New  Cold  Harbor,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
shelter  for  a time  at  this  point.  We  were  subjected  to  a heavy  fire  for 
a half  hour  or  more,  but  lost  only  2 men,  Lieutenant  Eamsay  and  a 
private  of  the  Fifth  Alabama.  I sent  out  both  Captain  Whiting  and 
Lieutenant  Webster,  of  my  staff,  from  this  point  to  communicate  with 
the  major-general  commanding,  but  in  moving  forward  in  person  com- 
municated with  him  myself,  and  under  his  order  moved  forward  in  line 
of  battle  to  the  support  of  General  Garland  in  a contemplated  attack 
upon  the  enemy’s  battery  to  the  left  of  Old  Cold  Harbor.  -Before  the 
atta(;k  was  made,  however,  the  position  of  both  Garland’s  brigade  and 
mine  was  changed,  both  brigades  being  wheeled  on  Garland’s  left  to 
the  rear.  Then  we  were  ordered  forward  by  Major-General  Jackson  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  front  of  Noav  Cold  Harbor,  coming  into  the  fight 
on  the  left  of  his  troops.  In  crossing  an  almost  impenetrable  swamp 
to  get  into  action  great  confusion  ensued,  from  the  fact  that  at  the 
same  ])oiut  several  brigades  were  crossing  at  the  same  time,  and  upon 
emerging  from  the  swamp  and  striking  the  field  beyond  three  of  my 
regiments,  the  Fifth,  Twelfth,  and  Twenty-sixth,  were  found  on  the  left 
and  behind,  and  the  Sixth  and  Third  Alabama  on  the  right  of  Ander- 
son’s brigade,  which  was  in  front  of  us.  Before  reaching  the  swami>  I 
had  received  an  order  from  or  through  Brigadier-General  Eipley  to 
charge  through  the  swamp  at  double-quick  time.  This  order  was 
obeyed  by  my  brigade  with  alacrity,  but  the  three  first-named  regi- 
ments, finding  Anderson’s  brigade  at  a halt  and  in  front  of  them  en- 
gaged in  a heavy  fire  of  musketry,  vrere  halted  ; the  Third  and  Sixth 
Alabama  Avent  on,  however.  The  Third  encountered  troops  of  our  own 
in  front  of  them  across  the  swamp.  The  Sixth  did  not,  but  moved  on 
at  a rapid  pace  into  the  field  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  battery  and  in  the 
face  of  their  infantry,  encountering  there  an  enfilading  fire  from  the 
battery  and  a heavy  fire  of  musketrj’  in  front ; and  finding  themseh^es 
unsupported,  the  men  were  required  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lay  down, 
and  finally,  no  sup])ort  arriving,  they  retired  under  cover  in  perfectly 
good  order,  and  there  awaited  Avith  the  Third  further  orders. 

Almost  upon  the  return  of  the  Sixth  Alabama  the  brigades  of  Gen 
erals  Anderson  and  Garland  haAdng  in  the  mean  time,  with  three  of  my 
regiments,  been  brought  into  some  sort  of  alignment,  were  ordered  to 
charge.  The  charge  A\ms  intended  to  be  general,  and  had  been,  I thought, 
extended  throughout  the  line  ; but  upon  traversing  the  field  before 
spoken  of,  and  attaining  the  road  beyond  very  nearly,  I found  upon 
examination  of  my  line  that  two  of  my  regiments  had  not  moved  with 
my  brigade,  and  upon  examining  the  line  farther  to  the  right  found 
that  they  Avere  not  with  General  Anderson  either,  and  that  his  right 
was  at  least  the  length  of  two  or  three  regiments  from  the  lower  edge 
of  the  field  and  liable  to  be  turned,  Avhile  on  the  right  of  General  Ander- 
son’s brigade,  the  Avhole  line  liaAing  a moment  before  paused  and  hes- 
itated, nearly  if  not  the  Avliole  of  the  left  of  the  di\Tsion,  as  far  as  one 
in  my  i)osition  could  see,  broke  and  retreated  in  apparent  confusion. 
I thought  the  Avhole  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  mine  as  well  as  my 
three  regiments  were  involved  in  it. 
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At  that  moment,  tbougli  the  whole  of  General  Anderson’s  brigade 
seemed  to  be  stanch  at  a halt,  still  his  right,  composed  of  regiments 
which  joined  him  after  his  halt,  wavered,  and  looking  around  for  troops 
to  sustain  him  I discovered  some  at  the  lower  end  of  the  field,  to  the 
rear,  not  engaged,  but  under  artillery  fire.  I found  them  to  be  Colquitt’s 
brigade,  and  close  to  them  on  their  left  I found  the  Sixth  and  Third 
Alabama  Eegiments.  Urging  Colonel  Colquitt  to  move  up  to  Ander- 
son’s right  I ordered  my  two  regiments  directly  forward  to  his  support, 
and  then  moved  up  the  original  line  to  collect  and  return  to  the  field, 
if  possible,  those  who  had  fallen  back  from  the  left. 

I arrived  at  the  left  in  time  to  stop  some  fugitives,  but  was  so  utterly 
exhausted  from  weakness,  proceeding  from  my  wound  (not  yet  by  any 
means  healed),  that  I could  do  no  more.  I found,  however,  that  the 
confusion  before  spoken  of  on  the  left  of  the  line  had  not  been  general; 
that  my  three  first-named  regiments  had  continued  the  charge,  and 
had  successfully  and  almost  alone  beaten  back  two  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  besides  taking  a battery  of  the  enemy 
directly  in  our  front.  The  Fifth  Alabama  Kegiment,  which  took  the 
battery,  was  sustained  in  this  portion  of  the  charge  by  the  Twenty-sixth 
only,  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  in  some  confusion,  having  shifted  to  the 
left  late  in  the  evening  and  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left 
of  Hill’s  division. 

All  the  regiments  and  regimental  officers  acted  handsomely;  but  the 
Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  were  especially  distinguished  for  their  great 
courage.  I feel  confident  that  no  troops  ever  acted  better  than  they 
did  on  this  occasion.  Men  and  officers  all  acted  nobly. 

Col.  C.  C.  Pegues,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  was  wounded  desperately 
in  the  charge  and  has  since  died  of  his  wounds.  Upon  falling  he  called 
to  the  next  officer  in  command  to  him,  Major  Hobson,  and  told  him  that 
the  Fifth  had  always  been  in  the  advance,  and  that  it  was  his  last  wish 
that  it  should  then  go  ahead  and  allow  no  regiment  to  pass  it.  Major 
Hobson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes,  and  he  led  the  regiment  on 
constantly  ahead  of  all  others  of  the  division  except  the  Twenty-sixth, 
which  kei)t,  under  its  brave  colonel  (O’N'eal),  steadily  with  it. 

Carter’s  battery  had  but  little  to  do,  except  receive  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  for  a short  time,  under  my 
orders,  with  two  of  his  pieces,  and  later  with  his  whole  battery,  under 
the  orders  of  Major-General  Jackson,  it  engaged  the  enemy’s  battery 
to  the  left  of  the  Cold  Harbor  field  and  silenced  it.  Fortunately  the 
battery  suffered  but  little  loss.  Captain  Carter  and  his  men  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  a former  one,  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry. 

The  total  loss  of  the  brigade  in  this  battle  was  31  men  killed  and 
114  wounded.  Of  these  the  Fifth  Alabama  lost  21  killed  and  45 
wounded. 

After  causing  the  brigade  to  reassemble  we  slept  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  brigade,  under  orders,  moved  down  near  the  Grapevine 
Bridge  and  remained  there  during  tlie  day. 

At  the  close  of  the  day  (Saturday),  I was  compelled,  from  the  condi- 
tion of  my  arm  and  from  consequent  fever,  to  turn  over  the  command 
of  the  brigade  to  Colonel  Gordon,  of  the  Sixth  Alabama.  I desire  to 
call  especial  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  above-mentioned  officer;  it 
Avas  distinguished  for  all  that  a soldier  can  admire. 

Mj"  regular  and  volunteer  staff*  officers — Captain  Whiting,  Lieuten- 
ants Webster  and  Peyton,  and  Messrs.  Wood,  Thomas  Bouldin,  V.  H. 
Bodes,  and  Lumsden — were  of  great  service  to  me,  and  served  me  faith- 
fully at  great  personal  risk  all  the  afternoon.  Captain  Whiting  and 
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Lieutenant  Webster  deserve  especial  mention,  however.  The  latter 
was  killed  in  the  charge  across  the  field,  after  having  given  evidence 
of  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage  and  of  unusual  intelligence. 

I am  under  especial  obligation,  too,  to  Maj.  B.  G.  Baldwin,  who  had 
rejoined  my  staff  and  had  consented  to  act  as  lieutenant-colonel  of 
tlie  Sixth  Alabama  Kegiment.  Acting  in  both  capacities  at  intervals 
during  the  day,  he  showed  the  highest  order  of  soldierly  qualities  in 
both. 

I submit  herewith  all  the  regimental  reports  that  have  been  handed  in. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully, 

E.  E.  BODES, 

Brigadier- Oene7'al^  Commanding,  &c. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Eatchford,  A.  A.  G.,  BilVs  Division. 

[In  closure.] 

List  of  hilled  and  wounded  in  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  in  the  engagements  of  June 

27  and  July  1. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

June  27. 

•3d  Alabama 

2 

14 

16 

.'itli  A lahflTna 

21 

45 

66 

Gth  Alabama 

3 

13 

16 

12tli  Alabama 

1 

11 

12 

26th  Alabama 

4 

28 

32 

Carter’s  battery 

3 

3 

Total 

31 

114 

145 

July  1.* 

3d  Alabama 

37 

163 

200 

5th  Alabama 

26 

61 

87 

6th  Alabama 

15 

29 

44 

12th  Alabama 

26th  Alabama 

13 

73 

86 

Carter’s  battery.. 

Total  

91 

326 

417 

Aggregate  

j 

662 

1 

* See  inclosure  to  Gordon’s  report,  Xo.  260. 


Eespectfully  submitted. 


H.  A.  WHITING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  260. 

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Gordon,  Sixth  Alabama  Infamtnj,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Akilvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 
Major  : On  the  evening  of  28th  ultimo  the  command  of  this  brigade 
was  turned  over  to  me  by  Brigadier-General  Eodes,  his  physical  pros- 
tration forcing  him  to  retire. 

At  3 a.  m.  Monday,  June  30,  the  brigade  was  init  in  motion,  crossing 
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the  Chickahominy  at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  halted  during  the  after- 
noon and  night  on  the  Williamsburg  road  near  White  Oak  Creek.  Here 
one  regiment  (the  Twelfth  Alabama)  was  sent  across  the  creek  as  picket, 
and  was  next  day  ordered  back  to  Eichmond  in  charge  of  prisoners. 

Continuing  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on  July  1 we  were  halted  near 
Alalvern  Hill.  As  order  ed  by  Major-General  Hill,  I formed  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  division,  and  threw  out  a portion  of 
the  Third  Alabama  as  skirmishers,  covering  my  right  flank.  Eemain- 
ing  in  this  position  for  two  hours,  I received  an  order  to  move  immedi- 
ately forward.  Ordering  the  Third  Alabama  to  call  in  its  skirmishers, 
and  by  a rapid  forward  movement  to  join  the  brigade,  I moved  on.  The 
enemy’s  batteries  were  distant  about  1 mile  and  the  ground  inter- 
vening exceedingly  rough.  Passing  across  an  open  meadow  and  up  a 
precipitous  hill  through  dense  woods,  one  of  the  regiments  of  General 
Anderson’s  brigade  (Colonel  Tew)  reported  to  me  as  having  lost  its 
brigade.  Forming  it  upon  the  left  of  this  brigade,  I moved  forward,  halt- 
ing when  near  the  open  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  stationed  his  bat- 
teries. I here  sent  forward  Capt.  H.  A.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  ascertain  the  respective  positions  of  the  Confederate  and 
Federal  batteries.  Upon  his  report  I half- wheeled  the  brigade  to  the 
left,  and  moving  forward  placed  it  under  cover  of  a low  hill,  in  sight  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries,  to  await  orders,  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama 
on  the  right  and  the  Fifth  Alabama  next  on  the  right,  both  immediately 
in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  our  batteries.  The  Twenty-sixth 
Alabama  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Fifth  Avere  sutfering  from  the  en- 
emy’s artillery  fire  directed  at  our  batteries.  I therefore  at  once  moved 
these  portions  of  the  brigade  by  the  left  flank  in  rear  of  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, which  I had  previously  brought  into  line.  This  was  my  position 
when  Major-General  Hill  gaA^e  me  the  order  to  charge  the  batteries  in 
our  front,  distant  700  or  800  yards  across  an  open  field.  I ordered  Capt. 
H.  A.  Whiting  to  bring  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  the  right  wing 
of  the  Fifth  Alabama  as  rapidly  as  possible  into  line.  The  whole  ground 
in  front  of  the  Twenty-sixth,  Fifth,  and  Third  Alabama  Eegiments  was 
swept  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  had,  in  rapid  succession, 
silenced  two  Confederate  batteries  in  our  front.  As  there  was  no  artil- 
lery to  attract  the  enemy’s  attention,  his  batteries  from  the  beginning, 
and  his  infantry  finally,  poured  a most  destructive  fire  upon  my  ranks. 

ISTever  Avas  the  courage  of  troops  more  severely  tried  and  heroically 
exhibited  than  in  this  charge.  They  moved  on  under  this  terrible  fire, 
breaking  and  driAing  off  the  first  line  of  infantry,  until  Avithin  a little 
over  200  yards  of  the  batteries.  Here  the  canister  and  musketry  mowed 
doAA  11  my  already  thinned  ranks  so  rapidly  that  it  became  impossible 
to  adA^ance  Avithout  support  j and  had  it  been  possible  to  reach  the  bat- 
teries, I have  high  authority  to  back  my  own  judgment  that  it  would 
have  been  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  entire  command.  I therefore  ordered 
the  men  to  lie  doAvii  and  open  fire,  and  immediately  sent  back  to  notify 
Major-General  Hill  of  my  position  and  to  ask  him  to  send  up  suiiport. 
A brigade  was  sent  forward,  but  failed  to  reach  my  line.  The  troops 
sent  up  from  another  division  on  the  right  had  already  fallen  back, 
and  refused  to  rally  under  the  efforts  made  by  Captain  Whiting,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  and  myself. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  brigade  had  been  killed  or  wounded,  leaving 
me  about  GOO  men  able  to  load  and  fire.  With  the  enemy’s  batteries 
and  heuA’^y  lines  of  infantry  concentrating  their  fire  on  my  ranks  it  was 
folly,  AAuthout  immediate  and  steady  support,  to  hold  the  brigade  longer 
in  this  position.  I therefore  ordered  it  to  fall  back.  Night  was  upon 
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US,  and,  in  common  with  some  of  my  officers,  I assisted  in  placing  otlier 
troops  in  position. 

The  batteries  were  not  taken,  but,  without  detracting  anything  from 
the  action  of  other  troops,  justice  to  these  men  compels  me  to  say  that 
the  dead  of  this  brigade  marked  a line  nearer  the  batteries  than  any 
other.  Some  of  the  Twelfth  N'orth  Carolina  Eegiment  nobly  rushed 
forward  and  perished  among  the  dead  of  my  right  regiment.  I called 
the  attention  of  two  of  Major-General  HilPs  staff  to  these  facts  the  next 
day  on  the  field. 

There  were  many  exhibitions  of  individual  heroism,  but^  I must  call 
especial  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Col.  E.  A.  O’Eeal,  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama;  Maj.  E.  L.  Hobson,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama;  Maj. 
Eobert  M.  Sands  and  Capt.  Eichard  H.  Powell,  of  the  Third  Alabama, 
and  Major  Baldwin,  assigned  to  the  temi^orary  command  of  the  Sixth 
xAlabama.  Mr.  Lumsden,  a voluntary  aide  to  Brigadier-General  Eodes, 
was  wounded  in  the  hand  while  discharging  his  duties.  Of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Capt.  H.  A.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant-general,  I cannot 
speak  in  too  strong  terms.  Ordered  to  the  right  under  the  heaviest 
fire  to  assist  me  in  preserving  the  line,  he  discharged  this  duty  with 
great  courage  and  spirit.  His  services  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions, 
were  invaluable. 

I submit  herewith  a tabular  list  furnished  by  each  regiment.  Owing 
to  their  positions  in  line  the  Third  Alabama  suffered  most  and  the 
Sixth  Alabama  least. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  by  saying  that  nothing  so  increases  an  officer’s 
confidence  in  our  strength  as  to  lead  such  troops  into  battle. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GOEHO]^, 

Colonelj  Commanding  Bodes^  Brigade. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Eatchfoed, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Third  Division.,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


[Inclosure.] 


Several  reports  have  been  handed  in,  but  this  is  correct.  * 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  GOEHON, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Embodied  in  retuins, 
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No.  261. 

Report  of  Maj.  Robert  M.  Sands,  Third  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  battles 
of  Gaines'^  Mill  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Eegiment  Alabama  Volunteers, 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Camp  at  Poe'^s  Farm,  near  Richmond , Ya.,  July  17,  1862. 

General  : In  accordance  witli  your  instructions  I beg'  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  two  battles,  June  27  and  July  1,  in  which 
this  regiment  was  engaged : 

BATTLE  OF  JUNE  27. 

During  this  battle  the  regiment  was  placed  in  a very  trying  position, 
remaining  under  a heavy  fire  during  the  entire  fight,  not  having  an 
opportunity  to  engage  the  enemy  actively.  Marched  forward  three 
different  times  to  charge  the  enemy  and  as  many  times  halted.  Night 
coming  on,  we  were  ordered  to  sleep  on  our  arms  where  we  were. 

Our  loss  was  2 killed  and  14  wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [Charles]  Forsyth  was  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment on  that  occasion. 

I think  it  my  duty,  general,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  brave  and 
gallant  daring  of  Color  Corpl.  William  Treat,  Comjiany  K,  Mobile  Eifle 
Company,  who,  in  the  midst  of  the  very  heavy  firing  to  which  we  were 
subjected,  went  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other  on  two  different 
occasions  with  important  messages  from  me.  He  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  July  1 while  carrying  the  colors,  after  the  color-bearer  had  been 
shot  dead. 

BATTLE  OF  JULY  1. 

About  noon  on  July  1,  when  in  the  neighborhood  of  Malvern  Hill,  I 
was  ordered  to  take  my  regiment  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  deploy 
it  as  skirmishers,  and  send  out  a few  scouts  to  find  out  the  position  of 
the  enemy  in  front ; also  to  look  out  for  the  approach  of  friends  from 
that  direction  (Holmes’  division  being  expected  to  connect  with  us  on 
the  right,  I believe).  We  remained  in  this  position  for  about  two  hours, 
the  enemy’s  shell  occasionally  falling  in  close  proximity  to  my  men.  At 
one  time  a shell  of  very  heavy  caliber,  evidently  from  the  enemy’s  gun- 
boats in  James  Eiver,  fell  and  buried  itself,  without  exploding,  about 
20  feet  from  the  left  of  my  line. 

From  this  point  I was  ordered  to  march  left  obliquely  until  I came 
up  to  the  brigade.  In  doing  this  I got  under  a very  hot  fire  from  a bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  in  my  immediate  front.  Here  I halted,  and  sending 
forward  a courier  I found  that  if  I followed  the  instructions  I had  re- 
ceived I would  march  directly  on  the  battery,  and  that  the  brigade 
was  near  a quarter  of  a mile  to  my  left.  I immediately  went  by  the 
left  flank  and  joined  the  brigade  under  a heavy  fire,  having  2 men 
wounded. 

After  joining  the  brigade  I was  ordered  to  send  out  50  men  as  sharp- 
shooters to  annoy  the  enemy  at  a battery  of  field  pieces  about  400 
yards  in  our  front.  This  was  done  and  brought  us  to  the  notice  of  the 
battery,  which,  opening  on  us  with  grape,  canister,  and  shell,  sub- 
jected us  to  a most  terrific  fire  for  some  time,  when  tlie  shaiqishooters 
were  called  in  and  the  command  was  given  to  charge.  My  regiment 
advanced  with  the  brigade  until  it  was  brought  to  a halt  and  made 
to  lie  down  for  a few  moments  to  protect  the  men  from  the  murderous 
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fire  of  the  enemy.  It  was  at  this  time  the  fighting  became  general, 
and  that  each  man  behaved  and  fought  as  though  the  issue  of  the  bat- 
tle depended  on  his  own  individual  efforts.  Men  never  fought  more 
gallantl^^ 

There  were  6 men  shot  down  while  carrying  the  colors  forward,  the 
seventh  bringing  off  the  field  after  the  fight  a iiortion  of  the  staff',  the 
colors  being  literally  cut  to  pieces,  and  portions  of  them  picked  up  on 
that  part  of  the  field  where  the  regiment  fought. 

My  loss  in  this  day^s  fight  was  37  killed  and  163  wounded — a total  of 
200  out  of  354  taken  into  the  fight. 

It  is  difficult  to  discriminate  where  so  many  acted  gallantly,  but  I 
feel  that  duty  requires  me  to  mention  the  following  privates  for  very 
marked  coolness  and  braveiy:  James  G.  Stewart  and  James  0.  Key- 
nolds,  Company  A,  Mobile  Cadets ; Abner  S.  Eeed,  of  Company  C, 
Tuskegee  Light  Infantry  j Shelton  Toomer,  Comijany  F,  Metropoli- 
tan Guards,  and  the  two  non-commissioned  officers.  Quartermaster 
Sergt.  John  Wylie  and  Sergt.  William  N.  Ledyard,  Company  A,  Mobile 
Cadets.  There  are  many  others,  I have  no  doubt,  who  deserve  being 
mentioned,  but  these  were  brought  prominently  before  my  own  personal 
observation. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

EOBT..M.  SANDS, 

Major ^ Commanding  Third  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Eodes,  First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 


No.  262. 

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Cordon^  Sixth  Alabama  Infantry^  of  the  battle  of 

Gaines'^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Alabama  Eegiment, 

July  15,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  27  th  ultimo,  at  Cold  Harbor: 

Having  moved  across  an  open  field  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade 
in  a westerly  direction,  we  were  halted  by  Brigadier-General  Eodes  and 
ordered  to  change  front  forward  on  left  company.  This  done,  I was 
ordered  forward  at  double-quick  in  common  with  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade.  Passing  througli  a most  densely  wooded  morass,  the  line 
of  the  brigade  was  broken  and  my  regiment  separated  from  it.  Eeform- 
ing  my  regiment  under  heavy  fire  from  artillery  and  inffuitry,  I moved 
it  forward  until  I discovered  my  total  isolation,  and  that  1 occupied 
a position  in  rear  of  another  line  of  Confederate  troops.  This  was  a po- 
sition of  great  danger,  and  one  from  which  I could  neither  fire  nor 
advance.  Exposed  to  fire  from  the  flank  by  our  own  troops  and  in 
front  from  the  enemy,  I withdrew  the  regiment  in  good  order  to  the 
position  occupied  by  the  Third  Alabama,  near  the  swamps. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GOEDON, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Sixth  Alaba^na  Regiment. 

Capt.  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade. 

P.  S. — Casualties  already  reiiorted.* 


See  report  No.  260, p.  635. 
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Report  of  Col.  B.  B.  Gayle,  Twelfth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  battle  of 

Gaines’  Mill. 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Alabama  Eegiment. 

About  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  June  26  the  Twelfth  Alabama  Eegi- 
ment, in  conjunction  with  the  others  of  General  Eodes’  brigade,  left  its 
position  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  commenced  the  march  in  the 
direction  of  the  Ohickahominy,  the  object  being  to  cross  the  river  and 
attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  the  regiment,  having  crossed  the  river,  re- 
mained on  the  battle-field  near  Mechanicsville. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning  it  resumed  the  march,  and  while  doing 
so  was  fired  on  by  the  enemy’s  battery,  but  no  damage  done.  After 
being  detained  for  some  time  in  the  forward  movement  by  blockaded 
roads  the  regiment  reached  the  new  field  of  aidion. 

This  was  about  3 p.  m.  Fridaj^,  the  27th.  Here  it  was  exposed  to  a 
severe  fire  of  artillery  •,  but  the  order  being  given  to  the  men  to  hold 
their  position,  all  remained  at  their  posts  save  two  or  three.  The  only 
damage  done  at  this  point  was  a slight  wound  inflicted  on  the  person 
of  Lieutenant  [E.  H.]  Jones,  Company  I.  This  fire  from  the  battery 
continued  about  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  after  which  the  regiment 
continued  to  advance,  and  finally  halted  under  the  edge  of  the  woods. 

About  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  together  with 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth,  was  ordered  to  cross  an  open  field  and  pen- 
etrate the  opposite  woods,  where  firing  had  commenced.  While  cross- 
ing this  field  a battery  opened  on  our  lines  from  the  left,  but  did  us  no 
harm.  It  was  not  long  before  the  regiment  had  marched  through  the 
woods  and  swamp,  all  in  the  brigade  having  lost  distance  in  executing 
the  difficult  maneuver. 

Here  Ave  remained  until  half  an  hour  before  sunset,  our  front  lines 
being  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  charge  having  now  commenced, 
the  Twelfth  Alabama  was  immediately  ordered  over  the  fence,  and  in  a 
few  moments  joined  the  enthusiastic  throng  and  was  advancing  rapidly 
on  the  retreating  lines  of  the  enemy.  While  in  this  charge  the  regi- 
ment was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  only  a few  were 
Avounded. 

On  reaching  the  opposite  woods  such  was  the  enthusiasm  and  excite- 
ment that  our  difierent  lines  of  battle  became  partially  united  and  regi- 
ments became  entirely  separated  from  their  brigades.  In  addition  to 
this,  many  in  the  rear  commenced  firing  raj)idly,  while  nothing  could  be 
seen  in  front  but  our  own  men.  The  commander  of  the  Twelfth*  Ala- 
bama, seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  reunite  with  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade,  held  his  regiment  back  until  the  excitement  greAv  less 
intense,  and  thereby  prevented  his  men  from  following  the  foolish  ex- 
ample set  by  some  regiment  directly  in  front. 

As  soon  as  the  adAmncing  lines  had  moA^ed  on  considerably  farther 
I determined  to  seek  my  position,  though  it  was  then  a difficult  task  to 
find  the  brigade.  Just  at  this  point  Lieutenant  [H.  W.]  Cox,  of  the 
Twelfth  Alabama,  called  my  attention  to  the  extreme  left.  I perceived 
at  once  that  it  Avas  falling  back  slowly,  and  immediately  faced  my  regi- 
ment about  and  hurried  OA^er  to  give  all  support  in  my  poAver.  A new 
line  of  battle  was  novv^  coming  up  from  the  rear  with  the  same  object  in 
Anew.  I found  it  to  be  a part  of  General  Jackson’s  command,  and  united 
with  them  in  the  advance  upon  the  enemy,  the  latter  of  whom  immedi- 
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ately  gave  way.  Our  line  of  battle  was  now  halted,  the  eneray  having 
fled  on  our  approach. 

Directly  opposite  our  lines  was  a very  formidable  battery,  which  had 
proved  to  be  a great  annoyance  during  the  whole  afternoon.  After 
some  contention  between  two  officers  of  apparently  equal  rank,  sup- 
posed to  be  brigadier- generals,  it  was  concluded  to  charge  it;  so  the 
whole  line  moved  on  rapidly  and  in  excellent  order,  but  we  bad  not 
advanced  far  before  the  battery  ceased  firing  and  made  good  its  retreat. 

The  order  was  now  given  to  retire  a few  rods  to  the  rear  and  remain 
for  the  night.  While  making  these  charges  the  Twelfth  Alabama  was 
placed  between  a portion  of  General  Jackson^s  command  and  Hamp- 
ton’s Legion,  the  latter  being  on  the  right. 

The  casualties  in  the  Twelfth  Alabama  in  this  battle  were  not  heavy, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  casualties  already  sent  to  brigade  head- 
quarters.* The  number  carried  into  battle,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, was  about  200;  number  killed,  1 ; number  wounded,  11. 

B.  B.  GAYLE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Twelfth  Alabama  Regiment. 


No.  264. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  Garland,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Brigade,  of  the  engagement  at  King^s  School-House,  or  OaJc  Grove,  and 

battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  Briuade,  Third  Division, 

July  14,  1862. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  and  operations  of  the 
army  before  Eichmond : 

Ou  June  25  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  Williamsburg  road 
inducing  Major-General  Huger,  whose  troops  were  in  front,  to  call  for 
support,  I was  ordered  to  move  forward  my  brigade  in  supporting  dis- 
tance of  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright  and  co-operate  with  them  to 
such  extent  as  the  exigency  might  require.  Those  generals  having 
moved  forward  their  .troops  into  the  woods  in  front  of  our  lines  on  the 
Williamsburg  road,  my  brigade  Avas  jilaced  in  the  vacated  rifle  pits 
and  kept  under  arms  and  exposed  to  artillery  fire  during  the  entire 
afternoon.  The  Fifth  North  Carolina,  Col.  D.  K.  McRae,  was  ordered 
to  move  forward  out  of  the  rifle  pits  across  the  field  in  front  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods  opposite  and  protect  a section  of  artillery  brought 
up  to  that  point  to  silence  the  enemy’s  guns.  This  duty  they  iierformed 
with  their  accustomed  alacrity  and  happily  escaped  casualties. 

Having  spent  more  than  half  the  day  under  arms  and  under  fire,  the 
brigade  was  j^ermitted  to  return  to  camp  after  dark  and  make  prepara- 
tions for  tlie  impending  movements.  I mention  the  foregoing  fatigues 
and  exposure  because  thej^  were  in  the  nature  of  extra  duty  borne  by 
this  brigade  on  the  eve  of  general  operations,  and*  the  troops  should 
receive  the  proper  credit  for  it. 

Cooking  until  a late  hour  of  the  night  and  then  catching  a little  sleep, 
the  brigade  moved  about  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  June  26,  along 
with  the  rest  of  this  division,  to  a position  on  the  Mechanicsville  turn- 
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pike  just  behind  the  crest  of  the  commandino-  hills  which  overlook  the 
Chickahominy,  where  we  remained  in  position,  masked  from  the  obser- 
vation of  the  enemy,  until  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  troops  should  carry 
Mechanicsville  from  the  other  side.  This  part  of  the  plan  being  at 
length  accomplished  late  in  the  afternoon,  this  brigade,  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  division  and  Major-General  Longstreet’s,  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy, and  was  drawn  ni>  in  line  of  batttle  under  the  crest  of  a hill 
on  the  right  of  the  turnpike  just  in  rear  of  Anderson’s  brigade.  In 
taking  this  position  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a severe  artillery  fire 
from  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The  fire 
ceasing  as  night  closed  in,  the  men  slept  upon  their  arms  in  line  of 
battle. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  were  put  in  mo- 
tion to  move  off  to  the  position  assigned  the  division  en  echelon  to 
Major-General  Jackson’s  column  on  the  left  as  we  swept  down  the 
Chickahominy.  To  reach  this  position  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the 
Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The  line  of  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike  being  still 
obstructed  by  an  earthwork  of  the  enemj^,  where  they  had  artillery 
and  some  infantry,  while  our  artillery  engaged  that  of  the  enemy  and 
part  of  the  division  remained  to  support  it,  this  brigade,  along  with 
that  of  General  Anderson,  moved  up  a road  more  to  the  left,  and 
turning  in  through  the  country  and  crossing  the  creek  higher  up  at  a 
secret  ford,  turned  tlie  position  of  the  enemy  and  gained  the  Mechan- 
icsville turnj^ike  again  without  firing  a shot.  The  enemy  meanwhile 
withdrew  their  guns  and  retired,  leaving  the  way  open  for  the  artil- 
lery to  come  up  from  Mechanicsville  and  the  other  brigades  also.  The 
whole  division  was  now  reunited  and  effected  a junction  with  Major- 
General  Jackson’s  forces  near  where  the  road  from  Pole  Green  Church 
crosses  the  turnpike. 

From  thence  we  moved  to  Jackson’s  left,  and  taking  a circuitous 
route  by  Bethesda  Church,  proceeded  to  Cold  Harbor  and  thence  toward 
^lew  Cold  Harbor,  which  point  we  reached  early  in  the  afternoon  of 
Friday,  the  27th.  As  we  approached  a road  crossing  the  line  of  our 
route  near  IS^ew  Cold  Harbor  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  line  of 
battle  with  artillery  to  oppose  our  imogress.  Tbeir  position  was  quite 
a strong  one  and  dispositions  were  made  for  an  engagement.  Captain 
Bondurant’s  battery,  of  this  brigade,  being  brought  up  to  the  front,  took 
position  just  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Anderson’s  brigade  being  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  right,  this  brigade  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  of  and  perpendicular  to  the  road  by  which  we  had  advanced, 
the  Fifth  Korth  Carolina,  on  the  right,  holding  a little  copse  of  timber 
just  next  the  battery  and  the  road,  the  rest  of  the  line  in  the  edge  of  a 
second  growth  of  diminutive  pines,  which  should  be  called  a jungle — 
not  a piece  of  timber — through  which  I threw  forward  a line  of  skir- 
mishers to  the  farther  side,  next  and  near  to  the  enemy.  These  skir- 
mishers found  themselves  on  one  side  of  a valley  through  the  bottom 
of  which  ran  a ditch,  the  ground  rising  to  a crest  on  the  other  side, 
where  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  the  enemy’s  lines  extended,  being  some 
400  yards  off.  Their  line  of  battle  seemed  oblique  to  our  own,  and  in 
my  view  the  advance  of  my  own  brigade  in  line  of  battle  through  the 
tangled  growth  in  front  seemed  impracticable,  and  further  liable  to 
the  objection  that  my  right  flank  would  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  posted  obliquely  to  my  own.  These  views  were  stated 
to  the  general  of  division,  and  determined  the  direction  of  the  subse- 
quent movement  of  the  brigade.  An  active  artillery  fight  was  now 
carried  on  for  some  time,  in  which  Captain  Bondurant’s  battery  was 
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engaged.  That  hue  officer,  his  men,  and  officers,  behaved  well  and  ren- 
dered an  effective  fire ; but  the  enemy  soon  ascertaining  the  exact 
range  and  bringing  up  heavier  metal.  Captain  Bondurant  sustained 
a loss  of  2 killed  and  1 mortally  wounded,  since  dead,  making  3 j 14 
wounded  and  28  horses  killed  and  disabled.  He  was  now  relieved  and 
sent  to  the  rear,  having  fired  nearly  all  his  rounds.  Captain  Bondurant 
had  also  been  engaged  at  Mechanicsville  on  Thursday  evening. 

Major-General  Jackson  arriving  on  our  part  of  the  field,  a change 
was  made  in  the  disposition  of  our  infantry  forces  equivalent  to  a 
change  of  front  to  rear  on  the  left  battalion  of  my  brigade,  the  expec- 
tation being  that  the  enemy  would  be  rolled  back  upon  us  and  received 
by  us  in  this  new  position.  The  sounds  of  an  active  engagement  were 
now  heard  going  on  immediately  in  front  of  the  last  position,  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  result  was  doubtful,  brigade  after  brigade  of  our  divis- 
ion was  ordered  to  proceed  toward  the  sound  of  the  firing.  To  do  this 
all  had  to  cross  an  open  field  several  hundred  yards  wide  under  a 
vigorous  enfilading  fire  of  artillery  and  gain  a skirt  of  timber  covering 
a ravine  some  half  mile  in  front.  This  brigade  was  ordered  forward 
last  to  go  to  the  support  of  the  others,  this  being  deemed  more  judi- 
cious on  the  whole  than  to  charge  the  enemy^s  batteries  and  infantry 
supi)orts  already  referred  to. 

Beaching  the  skirt  of  woods  referred  to,  I there  found  the  rest  of  the 
division  lying  unengaged  under  cover,  the  fight  being  still  farther  on 
in  another  woods,  separated  by  an  opening  of  800  or  1,000  yards. 
General  Anderson’s  brigade,  the  first  sent  over,  seems  to  have  driven 
some  of  the  enemy  from  the  belt  of  woods  in  which  I found  the  divis- 
ion. Owing  to  the  necessity  of  prolonging  lines  to  left  or  right  as 
the  brigades  came  up,  I found  that  several  regiments  were  detached 
from  their  brigades  and  that  there  were  several  lines  of  our  troops  in 
the  belt  of  timber  in  reserve  to  each  other. 

Communicating  with  General  Anderson,  we  ascended  out  of  the 
ravine  to  commanding  open  ground,  from  whence  we  could  see  the 
engagement  in  front  of  us.  We  perceived  a line  of  fresh  troops  brought 
up  at  right  angles  to  our  position  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  our 
front  and  pouring  volley  fires  into  a line  screened  from  our  view  by 
the  woods.  We  concluded,  from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  localities, 
that  the  line  we  saw  must  be  the  enemy  and  that  their  flank  was  fairly 
exposed  to  us.  In  the  absence  of  superior  commanders  we  were  con- 
sulting as  to  taking  the  responsibility  of  ordering  a charge  on  this  ex- 
posed flank  of  the  enemy  across  the  intervening  open  fields  under  the 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  when  Major-General  Hill  joined  us  in  person. 
We  pointed  out  to  him  the  situation  and  explained  our  proposed  plan, 
which  he  at  once  adopted  and  ordered  the  charge  to  be  made  with- 
out delay,  as  the  evening  was  already  wearing  late.  Under  the  order 
of  the  general  of  division  all  the  brigades  were  to  advance,  and  accord- 
ingly no  time  was  lost  in  sending  back  detached  regiments  to  their 
brigades.  This  will  account  for  the  fact  that  I found  on  the  left  and 
under  my  general  supervision  the  Third  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
Meares,  of  General  Bipley’s  brigade,  and  one  of  the  regiments  of  Gen- 
eral Bodes’  brigade.  By  a change  of  position,  unnecessary  to  be  de- 
tailed, I had  placed  Colonel  McBae,  with  the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  on 
the  left  of  my  brigade,  and  the  line  being  a long  one  with  the  addi- 
tions stated,  I requested  him  to  exercise  a general  supervision  over  the 
troops  on  the  left,  subject  to  my  orders. 

The  whole  line  now  moved  forward  with  rapidity  and  enthusiasm. 
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So  soon  as  it  had  well  cleared  the  skirt  of  timber  and  emerged  upon 
the  open  plateau  the  enemy^s  artillery  played  upon  it,  but  their  hre 
was  checked  by  a movement  presently  to  be  mentioned.  The  effect  of 
our  appearance  at  this  opportune  juncture,  cheering  and  charging,  de- 
cided the  fate  of  the  day.  The  enemy  broke  and  retreated,  made  a 
second  brief  stand,  which  induced  my  immediate  command  to  halt  under 
good  cover  of  the  bank  on  the  road-side  and  return  their  fire,  when, 
charging  forward  again,  they  broke  and  scattered  in  every  direction, 
and  following,  I found  that  I had  effected  a junction  with  Major-Gen- 
eral Jackson’s  column,  meeting  with  General  Lawton  in  person  and 
with  the  officers  and  troops  of  Hood’s  and  Winder’s  brigades. 

The  battle  was  now  over,  except  a scattering  fight  around  a house  to 
our  left,  near  which  the  enemy’s  batteries  had  b^een  posted.  As  our 
line  moved  forward  several  regiments  on  the  left,  viz,  the  Twentieth 
hTorth  Carolina  and  Third  North  Carolina,  were  swung  around  by 
Major-General  Hill’s  orders  to  attack  this  battery,  and  thus  to  prevent 
it  from  playing  on  the  other  troops  charging  over  the  plain.  In  this 
movement  the  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Iverson,  participated, 
sustaining  a heavy  loss,  and  at  a later  period  I sent  Col.  A.  M.  Scales, 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  to  re-enforce  our  troops  there.  The  attack 
was  partially  successful,  our  troops  especially  acting  handsomely  and 
maintaining  themselves  against  superior  numbers. 

Having  effected  the  junction  with  Major-General  Jackson’s  troops 
as  above  stated,  I suggested  to  General  Lawton  that  further  re-enforce- 
ments should  be  sent  to  this  point  on  the  left,  which  being  done,  the 
enemy  made  no  further  stand,  but  abandoned  the  entire  field. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  in  which  this  brigade  bore  an 

honorable  part,  sustaining  a loss  there  of  about  500  killed  and 

wounded.  That  night,  with  the  other  troops,  we  bivouacked  on  the 
field. 

The  next  morning  about  10  a.  m.  we  moved  with  the  other  troops  in 
the  direction  of  the  Grapevine  Bridge  to  Turkey  Hill.  Finding  the 
bridge  destroyed  and  that  the  enemy  had  some  force  and  a battery  on 
the  other  side,  we  were  halted  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  while  several  of  our  batteries  shelled  the  supposed  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy. 

We  were  delayed  at  this  point  during  that  day  and  the  next.  On  the 

morning  of  the , the  Grapevine  Bridge  being  rebuilt  and  the  road 

clear,  this  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  crossed,  and,  moving 
across  the  line  of  the  York  Biver  road,  struck  into  the  road  to  Ilottom’s 
Bridge,  down  which  we  proceeded,  capturing  prisoners,  &c.,  until  we 
turned  to  the  right,  following  the  course  of  the  enemy,  and  took  the 
road  crossing  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and  running  into  the  Long  Bridge 
road.  Upon  reaching  the  White  Oak  Swamp  we  found  the  bridge 
destroyed  and  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  a strong  position  on  the  other 
side  with  artillery.  The  infantry  being  kept  under  cover,  our  artillery 
was  brought  up  in  force  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  marked  effect. 
They  withdrew  their  battery  to  a safer  position. 

At  this  point  we  were  delayed  another  day  until  the  enemy  retired 
and  the  bridge  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp  was  rebuilt. 

Crossing  next  morning,  we  followed  up  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
toward  James  Eiver  into  the  Long  Bridge  road  and  then  into  the 
Quaker  road  toward  Turkey  Bridge. 

At  Malvern  Hill  the  enemy  made  their  last  stand,  with  several  bat- 
teries and  two  lines  of  infantry  in  a commanding  position.  Our  own 
infantry  were  put  under  cover  near  the  road,  waiting  to  observe  the 


Chap.  XXni.] 


SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 


643 


effect  of  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  this  brigade  lying  behind  that  of  Gen- 
eral Ripley,  in  reserve,  with  Colquitt’s  still  in  our  rear.  The  concen- 
trated fire  of  two  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  from  the  hill  was  too  heavy 
for  the  single  battery  (Moorman’s)  which  we  opposed  to  them. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  communicated  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief had  selected  a position  from  which  our  artillery  could 
enfilade  the  enemy’s  batteries ; that  the  effect  of  our  fire  could  be 
seen,  and  that  when  the  enemy’s  guns  were  crippled  or  silenced  a gen- 
eral advance  of  the  infantry  would  be  ordered.  The  enfilading  fire 
soon  commenced,  and  the  commander  of  this  division,  accompanied  by 
several  of  the  brigade  commanders,  including  the  writer,  went  to  a 
point  from  which  the  effect  could  be  observed.  So  far  from  producing 
marked  effect,  the  firing  was  so  wild  that  we  were  returning  to  our 
posts  under  the  impression  that  no  movement  of  infantry  would  be 
ordered,  when  suddenly  one  or  two  brigades,  belonging  to  a division 
on  our  right  (either  Magruder’s  or  Huger’s),  charged  out  of  the  woods 
toward  the  right  with  a shout.  Major-General  Hill  at  once  exclaimed. 
That  must  be  the  general  advance ! Bring  up  your  brigades  as  soon  as 
possible  and  join  in  it.”  Hurrying  back  to  my  own  brigade,  I moved  it 
down  the  road  by  the  flank  to  the  edge  of  the  held  over  which  the 
enemy’s  batteries  were  playing  and  filing  out  to  my  right  formed  line 
of  battle.  I was  then  ordered  to  advance  and  charge  the  batteries, 
which  were  some  800  or  900  yards  off'  on  a commanding  hill,  straight 
to  the  front,  supported  by  two  lines  of  infantry.  There  was  no  cover, 
and  the  ground  nearest  the  enemy  was  plowed.  Anderson’s,  Ripley’s, 
and  Rodes’  brigades,  Gordon  commanding,  had  proceeded  farther  down 
the  road,  thus  keeping  under  partial  cover,  and  approaching  somewhat 
nearer  and  on  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  position.  When  ordered  for- 
ward I saw  no  troops  of  our  own  in  front  of  me. 

The  brigade  moved  forward  with  alacrity  about  half  way  to  the 
battery  or  nearer,  when  the  terrible  Are  of  artillery  and  the  opening 
fire  of  the  infantry  induced  it  to  halt,  lie  down,  and  commence  firing 
without  my  orders  and  contrary  to  them.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
very  severe,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  exhibition  of  force  presented 
by  a single  brigade  on  that  front  was  not  sufficient  to  intimidate  the 
foe  nor  to  carry  the  position,  I sent  my  acting  aide-de-camp.  Lieuten- 
ant Haywood,  to  inform  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  that  unless  I was  re-en- 
forced quickly  I could  effect  nothing,  and  could  not  hold  the  position 
I then  occupied.  After  some  delaj^  a brigade  ai3peared  from  the  woods 
in  my  rear  and  seemed  coming  ui)  to  my  support.  But  their  move- 
ments seemed  slow,  and  before  they  reached  me  my  men  began  to  give 
way,  and  very  many  ceased  to  resi)ond  to  my  efforts  to  hold  them  in 
line  and  maintain  the  position.  Remaining  on  the  spot  until,  in  spite 
of  every  effort,  the  men  could  no  longer  be  held  there,  the  brigade  fell 
back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  from  w^hich  we  had  started. 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  indulge  in  criticism  or  crimination.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  there  was  somehow  a want  of  concert  and  co-operation  in 
the  whole  affair  that  made  a successful  attack  impracticable  and  the 
consequent  disorder  and  straggling  of  troops  most  lamentable.  My  own 
brigade  went  up  as  far  as  any  troops  I saw  upon  the  field  and  behaved 
as  well.  If  they  retired,  so  did  all  the  rest  who  were  ordered  to  charge 
the  battery.  The  whole  division  became  scattered. 

As  night  closed  in  General  Ripley,  Colonels  Gordon:  and  Colquitt 
(commanding  brigades),  and  myself  set  to  work  in  concert  to  collect 
our  commands  together,  and  bivouacked  them  in  a place  of  security. 
Next  morning  we  found  that  the  enemy  were  themselves  so  far  dam- 
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aged  by  the  previous  day’s  work  that  they  had  retreated  from  Mal- 
vern Hill.  Having  gotten  onr  commands  together  during  the  day, 
suitable  details  were  made  for  burying  the  dead. 

This  brigade,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  was  now  put  in 
bivouac  near  the  scene  of  the  late  battle-fields,  with  orders  to  collect  the 
arms  and  muuitions,  get  ofi*  the  wounded,  the  prisoners,  &c.  I had 
neglected  to  say  that  Colonel  McEae,  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  with 
his  own  regiment  and  the  Fourth  North  Carolina,  of  Anderson’s  brigade, 
had  been  previously  ordered  back  upon  similar  duties  nearer  to  Eich- 
mond.  They  were  not  present  at  Malvern  Hill.  These  duties  being 
all  discharged,  and  our  army  receiving  orders  to  return  toward  Eich- 
mond,  this  brigade,  along  with  the  division,  returned  to  its  old  position 
near  the  Williamsburg  road. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
regimental  commanders  of  this  brigade  throughout  these  trying  scenes. 
Colonel  McEae,  absent  from  Malvern  Hill  under  orders,  exhibited  his 
accustomed  gallantry  and  good  judgment  at  Cold  Harbor,  rendering 
me  material  assistance  in  looking  after  the  left  of  my  line.  Colonel 
Scales,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was  conspicuous  for  his  fine  bear- 
ing. Seizing  the  colors  of  his  regiment  at  a critical  pi  oment  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, and  advancing  to  the  front,  he  called  upon  the  Thirteenth  to  stand 
to  them,  thus  restoring  confidence  and  keeping  his  men  in  position. 
Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  wounded  at  an  early  period  while  gal- 
lantly leading  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery  at  the  house  on  the 
left  at  Cold  Harbor.  This  movement  seems  to  have  been  ordered  by 
the  division  commander.  The  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  after  Colonel 
[Alfred]  Iverson  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieut.  Col.  Franklin  J.  Fai- 
son. It  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the  battery,  which  it  held  for  ten 
minutes.  The  gallant  Faison  received  a mortal  wound  in  the  very,  act 
of  turning  one  of  the  captured  pieces  upon  the  fleeing  foe  and  breathed 
out  his  noble  spirit  in  the  moment  of  victory.  He  was  greatly  beloved 
and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  with  veneration  and  pride. 

Having  sustained  a loss  of  70  killed  and  202  wounded  in  this  charge, 
which  was  temporarily  successful,  the  enemy  soon  returned  in  larger 
force,  and  this  regiment,  having  no  supports,  retired,  under  orders  from 
Major  [ William  H.]  Toon,  to  the  cover  of  the  wood  out  of  which  it  had 
charged. 

Colonel  [Benjamin  O.]  Wade,  Twelfth  North  Carolina,  conducted  his 
regiment  with  coolness  and  discretion. 

Colonel  Christie,  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  wounded  in  the  successful  charge  at  Cold  Harbor  while  leading  his 
regiment  and  bearing  himself  handsomely,  when  the  command  of  this 
regiment  again  fell  upon  Lieut.  I.  J.  Young,  who  had  been  in  com- 
mand during  the  absence  of  Colonel  Christie  from  the  effect  of  his 
injuries  at  the  Seven  Pines.  I desire  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Young  as  worthy  of  special  commendation.  He  was  severely 
wounded  at  Malvern  Hill  while  leading  the  regiment  and  compelled 
to  retire. 

In  the  absence  of  three  regimental  commanders,  who  led  the  Thir- 
teenth, Twentieth,  and  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  in  the  recent  en- 
gagements, the  regimental  reports  of  those  commands  refrain  from 
the  selection  of  the  names  of  particular  officers  and  men  for  special  gal- 
lantry. 

Coionel  McEae  presents  the  following  from  the  Fifth  North  Carolina 
as  deserving  special  mention  at  Cold  Harbor,  viz : Maj.  P.  J.  Sinclair, 
wounded  early  and  compelled  to  retire ; Lieutenants  Eiddick,  Spragije, 
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Davis,  Brookfield  (severely  wounded),  Taylor,  and  Haywood ; Color- 
Sergeant  Grimstead,  wounded,  and  Privates  Noah  McDaniel,  who  cap- 
tured 7 prisoners,  and  John  Trotman. 

Colonel  Wade,  Twelfth  North  Carolina,  mentions  the  good  conduct 
of  Lieutenant  Plummer,  Company  C,  and  Private  T.  L.  Emory,  Com- 
pany G. 

My  personal  staff  during  these  engagements  consisted  of  Capt. 
Charles  Wood,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuts.  E.  D.  Early  and 
F.  M.  Haywood,  jr.,  the  last  at  Malvern  Hill  only.  I can  most  sin- 
cerely testify  to  their  gallantry  and  intelligence.  Lieutenant  Early 
was  severely  wounded  and  Captain  Wood  had  his  horse  instantly  killed 
under  him  by  a solid  shot. 

I present  a succinct  statement  of  killed  and  wounded  and  file  lists 
of  the  same  by  name. 

I have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GAELAND,  Jr., 

Brig,  Gen.,  Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Major  Eatchford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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5th  Xorth  Carolina  Regiment: 

Officers  

2 

2 

Privates 

10 

20 

4 

34 

Total 

10 

22 

4 

36 

12th  North  Carolina  Regiment: 

Officers  

2 

9 

11 

Privates 

49 

151 

1 

201 

Total 

51 

160 

1 

212 

i:ith  North  Carolina  Regiment : 

Officers  

1 

2 

2 

5 

Privates 

28 

78 

2 

108 

Total 

29 

80 

4 

113 

20th  North  Carolina  Regiment : 

Officers 

3 

11 

1 

15 

Privates 

90 

270 

5 

365 

Total 

93 

281 

6 

380 

2.‘ld  North  Carolina  Regiment : 

Officers 

1 

7 

8 

Privates 

5 

73 

78 

Total 

6 

80 

86 

Bondurant’s  battery  :* 

Officers  

Privates 

3 

14 

17 

Total 

3 

14 

17 

Aggregate 

844 

* In  thi.s  battery  28  horses  were  killed  and  disabled. 

D.  P.  HALSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  265. 

Report  of  Col.  Daniel  H.  Christie.,  Twenty -third  North  Carolina  Infantry, 

of  skirmish  May  30  near  Fair  Oaks  and  battle  of  Gaines  Mill  June  27. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-third  Eegt.  North  Carolina  Troops, 

June  [May]  30,  1862. 

I received  orders  this  morning  to  detail  four  companies  of  my  regi- 
ment for  special  service,  and  reporting  to  the  brigadier- general  com- 
manding received  the  following  verbal  instructions,  having  determined 
to  command  myself:  To  move  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  drive  in 
the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  ascertain,  if  jjossible,  his  strength  and  posi- 
tion. I formed  Company  B,  Captain  Miller  commanding;  Company 
K,  Captain  Johnston  commanding;  Company  C,  Captain  Scarborough 
commanding,  in  line,  and  deployed  Company  A,  Captain  Bennett  com- 
manding, as  skirmishers,  and  moved,  with  my  right  resting  on  the  Will- 
iamsburg road. 

I had  not  advanced  more  than  300  yards  before  the  enemy’s  pickets 
opened  fire.  I gave  Captain  Bennett  the  order  to  charge,  which  he  did 
gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  in  confusion  before  him.  Having  brought 
the  reserve  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I halted- and  waited  the  report 
of  Lieutenant  Luria,  whom  I had  instructed  to  push  forward  as  far  as 
practicable  with  the  right  wing  of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  Meantime 
I detached  small  pickets  to  the  right  and  left  to  secure  my  flanks.  But 
a few  minutes  elapsed  before  I was  informed  and  satisfied  by  observa- 
tion that  the  enemy  was  preparing  to  attack  me  with  a largely  superior 
force,  and  was  about  to  give  the  order  to  retreat  when  he  came  rushing 
and  shouting  down  upon  me.  I felt  the  danger  of  the  moment  and 
ordered  the  line  of  skirmishers  again  to  charge,  which  was  promptly 
and  splendidly  obeyed.  This  bravado  checked  and  evidently  discon- 
certed the  enemy,  pending  which  I quietly  commenced  the  retreat, 
which  was  effected  in  good  order. 

The  enemy  is  in  large  force  in  our  immediate  front  and  intrenching. 
The  evidence  before  me  is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  say  that  4 or  5 of 
the  enemy  were  killed  and  10  to  15  wounded ; 1 prisoner. 

I regret  to  announce  the  loss  of  Capt.  J.  F.  Scarborough,  Company 
C,  and  Private  Eedfearn,  Company  A.  Captain  Scarborough  was  a 
brave  and  promising  young  officer  ; he  fell  nobly  doing  his  duty.  Pri- 
vate Eedfearn  was  favorably  mentioned  by  the  officer  commanding  in 
the  affair  of  yesterday  morning  and  is  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms 
for  gallant  and  cool  conduct  to-day  by  his  commanding  officer.  I re- 
gret to  state  that  his  body  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

[DANL.  H.  CHEISTIE, 
Colonel  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Volunteers.] 

Captain  Meem, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Troops, 

August  10,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  regiment  in  the  battles  around  Eichmond  : 

On  Wednesday,  June  26, 1 received  orders  about  10  a.  m.  to  get  my 
command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  immediately  after  I formed  with 
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the  brigade  and  marched  down  and  occupied  the  trenches  on  the  Will- 
iamsburg road,  where  I remained  during  the  rest  of  the  day  under 
artillery  fire  at  intervals,  without,  however,  suffering  any  casualties. 

At  dusk  the  brigadier-general  commanding  gave  me  verbal  instruc- 
tions to  be  ready  with  three  days’  cooked  rations  to  move  at  1 o’clock 
that  night. 

At  9 a.  m.  on  the  27th  we  were  halted  near  Mechanicsville,  on  the 
turnpike,  where  we  remained  until  3 p.  m.,  giving  the  men  an  oppor- 
tunity to  sleep,  recovering  the  loss  of  it  the  night  before,  and  resting 
after  a very  rapid  march,  executed  in  reaching  that  place. 

About  4 o’clock  we  moved  toward  Mechanicsville  to  the  support  of 
the  troops  who  had  engaged  the  enemy.  Crossing  the  Ghickahominy 
about  sundown,  I formed  my  command  with  the  brigade  in  line  of 
battle  under  a heavy  but  not  very  effective  artillery  fire.  I suffered 
a small  loss,  but  was  encouraged  by  the  excellent  conduct  of  officers 
and  men.  My  heavy  loss  at  Seven  Pines  left  me  with  but  one  captain 
[and]  no  field  officer.  Many  of  the  best  subalterns  had  been  killed  or 
were  absent  wounded.  I could  but  feel  doubtful  and  fearful  lest  demor- 
alization had  followed  disorganization,  but  here,  when  I saw  them  ma- 
neuver like  veterans  amid  whistling  balls  and  bursting  shells,  all  doubt 
vanished,  and,  while  conscious  of  its  truth,  I could  but  feel  a glow  of 
pride  in  the  remark  of  General  Garland  on  the  field  of  Cold  Harbor, 
when  he  rode  up  to  the  short  but  firm  line  and  said,  There  are  not 
many  of  you,  boys,  but  you  are  a noble  few.” 

[DANL.  H.  CHEISTIE, 

Colonel  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Volunteers.] 

Capt.  H.  P.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  26G. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Roswell  S.  Ripley,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines''  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Brigade,  D.  H.  Hill’s  Division, 
Near  Richmond,  Ya.,  July  11,  1862. 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  Thurs- 
day, June  26,  the  brigade  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  First 
and  Third  Regiments  North  Carolina  troops  and  Forty-fourth  and 
Forty-eighth  Regiments  of  Georgia  Volunteers,  marched  from  its  posi- 
tion near  the  Williamsburg  road,  about  5 miles  from  Richmond,  to  a 
point  in  the  vicinity  of  the  batteries  commanding  the  bridge  over  the 
Ghickahominy  River,  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

With  other  troops  at  that  point  the  brigade  lay  waiting  orders  until 
near  4 p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Ghickahominy  in  advance 
of  the  division,  and  effect  a junction  with  the  troops  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P. 
Hill’s  command,  then  moving  down  the  Ghickahominy  in  the  direction 
of  Mechanicsville.  The  order  was  executed  and  the  infantry  crossed 
at  once,  forming  Ijne  of  battle  across  the  road  leading  to  the  village, 
about  half  a mile  in  advance  of  the  bridge.  Upon  communicating  with 
General  A.  P.  Hill  I was  informed  that  the  enemy  had  a strong  and 
well-served  battery  and  force  in  position  near  Ellison’s  Mill,  something 
oyer  a mile  to  the  east  of  the  road,  to  attack  which  he  had  sent  Briga- 
dier-General Pender’s  brigade  by  the  right  and  other  troops  to  the  left, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  my  brigade  was  to  co-operate.  The  enemy 
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had  opened  on  the  Meclianicsville  road  and  was  rapidly  verifying  the 
range.  My  brigade  changed  front  and  advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill 
opposite  the  enemy’s  battery,  expecting,  if  i^ossible,  to  use  artillery  in 
tlie  attack.  AYhile  the  troops  were  in  motion  I received  orders  to 
assault  the  enemy  from  General  Lee  and  also  from  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill,  the  latter  of  whom  directed  me  to  send  two  regiments  to  support 
General  Pender,  on  my  right,  and  attack  the  battery  in  front  with  the 
remainder  of  my  force.  The  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  under  Col.  Eobert 
A.  Smith,  and  the  First  Korth  Carolina,  under  Colonel  [M.  S.]  Stokes, 
marched  at  once  to  the  right,  while  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  under 
Colonel  [William]  Gibson,  and  Third  IS'orth  Carolina,  under  Colonel 
[Gaston]  Meares,  moved  to  a position  in  front  of  the  enemy  on  their 
left. 

Meanwhile  the  passage  of  the  Cliickahominy  by  the  artillery  had 
been  impeded  by  the  broken  bridges,  and  night  coming  on  and  it  being 
deemed  important  to  attack  the  position  at  once,  the  advance  was 
ordered  along  the  whole  line.  General  Pender’s  brigade  and  the  two 
regiments  of  my  own  advanced  rapidly  on  the  right,  while  the  remainder 
of  my  command  moved  against  the  front,  driving  back  the  enemy  from 
his  advanced  positions  and  closing  in  upon  the  batteries  and  their 
heavy  infantry  sui)ports,  all  of  which  poured  upon  our  troops  a heavy 
and  incessant  fire  of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry.  The  ground  was 
rugged  and  intersected  by  ditches  and  hedges  and  covered  with  abatis 
a short  distance  in  front  of  the  position  to  be  assaulted.  A mill-race, 
with  scarped  banks,  and  in  some  places  waist-deep  in  water,  ran  along 
the  front  of  the  enemy  at  a distance  ranging  from  50  to  100  yards.  To 
this  position  our  troops  succeeded  in  advancing,  notwithstanding  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  exceedingly  heavy  and  our  loss  extremely  severe.  Of 
the  Forty-fourth  Georgia  Col,  Eobert  A.  Smith  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[John  B.]  Estes  fell  wounded,  the  former  mortally,  besides  2 captains 
and  10  lieutenants  killed  and  wounded.  Of  the  First  iN'orth  Carolina 
Colonel  Stokes  was  mortally,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [John  A.]  McDowell 
severely,  wounded,  and  Major  [T.  L.]  Skinner  killed,  with  6 captains 
and  lieutenants  of  the  regiment  killed  and  wounded,  including  the  ad- 
jutant. The  Forty-eighth  Georgia  and  Third  North  Carolina  had  a 
more  advantageous  position,  and  suffered  less  severely  than  the  former 
regiments,  although  the  Third  lost  its  major  (Edward  Savage),  wounded. 
The  loss  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  was  heavy  in  the 
extreme,  amounting  in  the  Forty-fourth  Georgia  to  321  and  in  the  First 
North  Carolina  to  133. 

Near  dark  Capt.  A.  Burnet  Ehett’s  battery  of  artillery,  attached  to 
my  command,  succeeded  in  crossing  the  broken  bridges  over  the  Chick- 
ahominy,  and  was  located  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy  at  about  1,200 
yards’  distance.  Captain  Ehett  opened  an  effective  fire,  and  soon 
relieved  our  infantry  from  the  storm  of  shell  and  canister  which  had 
been  poured  u])on  them.  It  was  soon  re-enforced  by  another  battery, 
and  a fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy  until  late  in  the  evening. 

Some  time  after  night-fall,  under  cover  of  the  cannonade,  our  troops 
were  withdrawn  to  a point  of  woods  a few  hundred  yards’  distance,  near 
the  angle  of  our  line  of  battle,  which  position  was,  held  by  the  Third 
North  Carolina  and  Forty-eighth  Georgia  and  a portion  of  General 
Pender’s  brigade.  The  fragments  of  the  First  North  Carolina  and 
Forty -fourth  Georgia  were  rallied  some  distance  in  the  rear  under  some 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  loss  of  all  their  field  and  many  of  their  company 
officers,  who  fell  while  gallantly  performing  their  duty. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  was  engaged  destroying  and  removing 
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his  stores,  but  the  darkuess  and  the  intricacies  of  the  position  pre- 
vented an  attack  by  our  troops. 

At  about  12  o’clock  Colonel  Colquitt’s  brigade  advanced  to  within 
su])porting  distance  of  my  command. 

At  about  2.30  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  my  own  and  Colonel  Col- 
quitt’s brigade  were  relieved  by  Generals  Featherston  and  Pryor,  and 
moved  to  a position  near  and  beyond  Meehanicsville,  on  the  turnpike, 
where  they  remained,  under  a fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy’s 
batteries  along  that  road  until  the  latter  were  turned  by  our  troops  in 
advance  or  silenced  by  our  artillery.  The  brigade  then  moved  forward 
with  the  division  on  the  road  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  was  held  for  a short 
time  in  reserve  after  arriving  at  that  point.  It  then  consisted  of  the 
Third  North  Carolina  and  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  with  a battalion  of  the 
First  North  Carolina,  under  Capt.  H.  A.  Brown,  and  but  a fragment  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  which  had  been  sadly  cut  up.  Some  portions 
of  both  the  latter  regiments  were,  as  I have  been  informed,  ordered  by 
General  Lee  to  act  as  a guard  at  the  Chickahominy  Bridge,  on  the  Me- 
chanicsville  turnpike. 

In  the  afternoon  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  take  position 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  which  had  been  formed,  and  moved  to  the  point 
designated.  The  country  was  densely  wooded,  and  in  some  places  cov- 
ered with  morass,  and  the  movement  was  executed  with  some  difficulty. 
In  searching  for  position  for  the  command  I found  some  portion  of  our 
own  troops  already  in  front  of  the  line  which  I was  to  occupy,  and  re- 
ceiving a message  from  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Anderson  that  support  was 
required,  I sent  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  to  the  right  of  the  position 
occupied  by  our  own  division  to  act  in  that  capacity.  The  Third  North 
Carolina  and  the  battalion  of  the  First  remained  upon  the  left.  During 
the  various  movements  in  the  thick  woods  and  swamps  a certain  portion 
of  the  Third  North  Carolina  became  separated  from  the  body  of  the 
regiment. 

During  this  while  the  brigade,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  division,  was 
under  a heavy  fire  of  artillery,  but  suffered  comparatively  little,  being 
sheltered  from  view  and  partially  from  fire. 

Before  dark  the  masses  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
command,  apparently  endeavoring  to  turn  our  left.  In  this  he  was 
(fiiecked  by  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  charges  made  upon  him  by 
troops  of  different  divisions  and  brigades  in  succession.  These,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  were  more  or  less  separate  movements.  The 
battalion  of  the  Third  North  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Meares,  and  of 
the  First  North  Carolina,  under  Captain  Brown,  took  part,  doing  good 
service.  The  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  from  its  position,  was  masked  by 
the  troops  in  front  and  did  not  get  into  close  action. 

The  loss  in  this  battle  from  the  brigade  was  comparatively  small. 

During  the  night  the  troops  remained  on  the  field,  and  moved  early 
the  following  morning,  with  the  division  in  advance,  toward  the  Grape- 
vine Bridge,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  his  retreat 
during  the  night.  It  bivouacked  within  IJ  miles  of  that  point  during 
Saturday  and  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  July  1,  it  moved  with  the  division  early  across  the 
repaired  bridge,  and  followed  the  route  of  the  enemy’s  retreat  until  he 
was  found  in  position  on  the  farther  side  of  White  Oak  Swanip  Creek. 
Here  it  was  brought  to  within  supporting  distance  of  the  artillery  of 
the  division,  which  engaged  the  enemy  until  night-fall,  driving  him 
from  his  position  and  enabling  the  pioneers  to  repair  the  bridge,  over 
which  we  crossed  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  followed  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  until  our  army  came  up  with  him  in  position  at  Malvern  Hill. 
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Taking  difierent  positions  during  the  morning,  in  the  afternoon  the 
brigade  advanced,  under  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding 
division,  through  a heavy  fire  of  artillery,  to  a dense  wood  in  close 
proximity  of  the  enemy’s  position,  where  it  lay  for  a time  in  reserve. 

At  about  5 o’clock  it  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  a jungle  near 
the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy  was  established  and  to  the  left  of  Gen- 
eral Anderson’s  brigade,  which  it  did  in  the  following  order:  The  Forty- 
eighth  Georgia  was  on  the  right,  the  Third  North  Carolina,  the  Forty- 
fourth  Georgia  (about  170  men  of  which  had  rallied  and  been  brought 
by  Cai^tain  Beck  and  other  officers),  and  the  First  North  Carolina  on 
the  left,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [William  P.]  Bynum,  of  the  Second, 
who  had  been  detached  from  the  command  of  the  First  Eegiment 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Hill  I made  a reconnaissance 
of  the  enemy’s  position,  and  found  him  immediately  in  our  front  in 
strong  force,  with  a battery  well  advanced  toward  us  and  supported 
by  strong  lines  of  infantry.  The  number  of  his  guns  could  only  be 
judged  of  by  the  rapidity  of  his  fire,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country. 

At  about  6.30  or  7 o’clock  an  attack  was  made  by  the  troops  on  our 
right,  and  we  were,  with  the  other  brigades  in  advance,  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Hill  to  move  forward  at  once  and  attack  the  enemy.  Gordon’s  and 
Anderson’s  brigades  were  on  my  right,  and  the  troops  of  the  three 
mounted  the  hill  in  a gallant  manner.  At  its  brow  our  troops  were 
met  with  a furious  fire  of  shot,  shell,  and  musketry ; officers  and  men 
fell  fast,  but  they  maintained  their  ground,  opening  and  keeping  up  a 
severe  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  return,  before  which  his  advanced  bat- 
tery fell  back  and  his  troops  wavered.  He  pressed  hard  upon  our  left, 
however,  and  while  moving  his  regiment  to  its  support  the  gallant  and 
accomplished  Col.  Gaston  Meares,  of  the  Third  North  Carolina  Kegi- 
ment,  fell.  Meanwhile  Garland’s  and  Colquitt’s  brigades  had  been 
advanced  and  made  good  the  action  on  the  right. 

Darkness,  however,  was  rapidly  approaching,  and,  not  knowing  the 
extent  of  the  enemy’s  suffering,  the  troops  fell  back  to  the  road  near 
the  brow  of  the  hill ; other  portions  withdrew  to  the  cover  of  the  rising 
ground,  and  the  night  coming  on,  there  was  much  confusion  from  the 
loss  of  officers  and  the  nature  of  the  country.  Dense,  dark,  and  in 
many  places  marshy,  observation  could  reach  but  a short  distance, 
quick  movement  was  impossible,  and  in  the  din  of  battle  the  voice 
could  be  heard  but  a few  yards. 

Fresh  troops  were  ordered  forward,  and  the  troops  of  the  brigade 
were  collected  in  parties  by  such  officers  as  they  fell  in  with.  A por- 
tion remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  re- 
mainder, with  portions  of  other  brigades  of  the  division  having  been 
collected,  were  retired  a short  distance  on  the  Charles  City  road.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  enemy  fell  away  from  the  hardly  contested  field. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  brigade  was  reformed  at  the  church  in 
front  of  the  battle-field  and  with  the  division,  whence  it  marched  a 
short  distance  to  the  bivouac,  at  and  near  which  it  remained  until  the 
movement  of  the  9th  to  its  present  vicinity. 

The  movements  and  actions  of  the  brigade  under  my  command  dur- 
ing the  six  days’  operations  of  the  army  being  but  a constituent  por- 
tion of  those  of  the  division  and  army,  a more  detailed  report  is  be- 
lieved unnecessary. 

The  aggregate  force  which  entered  into  the  series  of  engagements 
on  June  2G  was  2,366,  including  pioneers  and  the  ambulance  corps. 
Of  this  our  loss  has  been  45  officers  and  844  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  the  latter  class  number- 
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ing  but  30.  Seven  out  of  11  field  officers  fell  killed  and  wounded  while 
leading  on  their  regiments,  and  of  the  7,  4 are  dead.  To  the  memory 
of  these  the  country  will  give  that  meed  of  consideration  which  is  the 
reward  of  brave  men  battling  in  such  a cause  as  ours. 

Three  colonels  of  four,  all  brave  aud  accomplished  officers — Col.  M. 
S.  Stokes,  of  the  First  North  Carolina ; Col.  Gaston  Meares,  of  the 
Third  North  Carolina,  and  Col.  Eobert  A.  Smith,  of  the  Forty-fonrth 
Georgia — have  sealed  their  devotion  with  their  lives.  Their  conduct 
on  the  field  was  beyond  praise,  and  in  their  loss  their  regiments  and  the 
service  have  suffered  severely.  Maj.  Skinner,  of  the  First  North  Caro- 
lina, died  in  a like  manner.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McDowell,  of  the  First 
North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Estes  (the  former  severely  and 
the  latter  slightly)  were  both  wounded  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  Of 
the  surviving  officers.  Colonel  Gibson  and  Lieut.  Col.  E.  W,  Carswell, 
of  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  led  their  regiment  in  the  actions  in  which 
it  was  engaged.  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Eosset  and  Captain  Thruston, 
acting  field  officers  of  the  Third  North  Carolina,  behaved  with  credit  to 
themselves,  and  made  good,  to  as  full  extent  as  possible,  the  loss  sus- 
tained in  their  gallant  colonel.  Capt.  H.  A.  Brown,  of  the  First  North 
Carolina,  rallied  the  troops  of  his  regiment,  with  other  officers,  after 
all  the  field  officers  had  been  lost,  and  led  the  regiment  until  relieved 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bynum.  Capts.  J.  W.  Beck  and  Samuel  P.  Lump- 
kin, of  the  Forty -fourth  Georgia,  marched  with  the  brigade  with  the 
fragment  of  the  regiment  on  the  27th  and  served  through  the  subse- 
quent actions.  But  179  of  this  regiment  were  unhurt  at  the  action  at 
Ellison’s  Mill  of  those  who  entered. 

I was  attended  during  the  engagements  by  my  staff,  Capt.  Leo  D. 
Walker,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieut.  F.  G.  Eavenel,  aide-de- 
camp.  Lieutenant  Eavenel,  after  behaving  with  most  distinguished 
gallantry  at  Ellison’s  Mill  and  Cold  Harbor,  was  killed  while  leading 
on  the  troops  of  the  right  of  the  brigade,  in  the  very  front,  at  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill.  Of  all  who  have  fallen  during  this  series  of  engage- 
ments none  braver  have  sealed  their  devotion  to  our  cause.  Major 
Mitchell,  brigade  commissary,  was  also  on  the  field  aud  rendered  valu- 
able services. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  remark  that  the  troops  of  this  brigade,  arriv- 
ing at  Eichmond  just  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  were  ordered 
immediately  to  the  front,  and  performed  picket  and  outpost  duty,  with 
slight  intermission,  until  the  march  toward  Mechanicsville.  Two  of 
the  regiments,  the  First  and  Third  North  Carolina,  had  been  some  time 
in  service  but  not  in  action.  The  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-eighth  Georgia 
were  new  troops,  and  it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted,  as  the  whole  were 
brigaded  for  the  first  time,  that  some  more  opportunity  could  not  have 
been  afforded  for  perfecting  their  organization  and  discipline  as  a bri- 
gade. Nevertheless,  the  mass  of  the  troops  did  their  duty  well,  and 
although  there  were  exceptions,  from  respect  to  those  gallant  officers 
aud  men  who  upheld  bravely  the  honor  of  their  flag,  those  who  strayed 
from  the  field  of  duty  I leave  to  their  own  consciences  and  the  condem- 
nation of  their  comrades. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a return  and  lists  of  the  killed  and 
wounded*  and  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders  so  far  as  they  have 
been  received. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  EIPLEY, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Eatchford,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  &c. 


Not  found. 
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Report  of  Maj.  II.  P.  Jones.,  commanding  Artillery  Battalion.,  of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines'^  Mill  and  engagement  at  White  Oah 
Swamp  Bridge. 


Headquarters  Artillery  Battalion, 

Near  Redoubt  3,  July  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  battalion  of  the  Eeserve  Artillery  in  the  late  engagements 
before  Eichmond : 

Having  been  assigned  with  the  batteries  of  Gapt.  A.  B.  Ehett,  P.  H. 
Clark,  and  Jefferson  Peyton  (that  of  the  latter  under  command  of 
Lieut.  G.  W.  Fry,  in  the  absence  of  the  captain,  who  is  sick)  to  act 
as  reserve  to  General  D.  H.  HilFs  division,  we  left  our  camp,  on  the 
Williamsburg  road,  on  the  night  of  Wednesday,  25th  ultimo,  with  the 
other  batteries  of  the  division,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Mechanics- 
ville. 

Captain  Ehett  had  previously  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  with 
General  Eipley’s  brigade,  and  with  it,  about  4 p.m.  of  Thursday,  crossed 
the  Chickahominy  in  advance  of  other  troops  of  the  division.  He 
experienced  some  difficulty  in  crossing  on  account  of  the  destruction 
of  the  bridges  over  the  stream  by  the  enemy.  He  succeeded,  with  the 
help  of  the  Pioneer  Corps,  in  rendering  the  bridge  passable,  and  crossed 
with  his  batteries  and  engaged  in  a very  spirited  manner  the  enemy^s 
batteries,  which  he  continued  to  do,  changing  his  position  whenever  he 
found  that  the  enemy  Fad  his  range,  until  ordered  to  cease  tiring,  about 
9 p.  m.  In  this  engagement  he  suffered  from  a cross-fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  had  11  men  wounded  and  6 horses.  As  soon  as  the  passage  was 
opened  I crossed  with  the  two  remaining  batteries  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  near  Mechanicsville. 

The  next  morning  we  were  awakened  by  a few  shots  of  the  enemy, 
which  passed  over  us  without  doing  any  damage.  Eeceiving  an  order 
to  send  a battery  to  the  top  of  tlie  hill  in  rear  and  protected  by  one  of 
the  enemy’s  redoubts,  I ordered  Captain  Clark  to  this  position.  Here, 
with  other  batteries  of  the  division,  he  fired  several  rounds  at  the  earth- 
works of  the  enemy  oii  the  opposite  side  of  a ravine  in  front  of  us,  but 
received  no  reply. 

The  division  then  lookup  the  line  of  march  with  the  reserve  batteries 
in  the  rear.  The  line  was  halted  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  Captain  Ehett’s 
battery  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  support  Capt.  J.  W.  Bondurant’s 
battery,  which  was  actively  engaged  with  a battery  of  the  enemy.  I 
also  ordered  Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Fry  to  bring  their  batteries 
up  in  easy  supporting  distance,  sheltering  them  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  enfiladed  the  road,  by  placing  them 
in  a ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Subsequently  I ordered  the  two 
reserve  batteries  on  the  right  of  the  line.  Captain  Ehett  retaining  his 
position,  but  by  a new  disposition  of  the  forces  being  on  the  left.  This 
new  disposition  of  the  line  enabled  the  batteries  to  open  on  the  enemy, 
which  they  could  not  do  before,  owing  to  our  trooi)s  being  between  the 
enemy’s  and  our  batteries.  Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Fry  were 
still  held  in  reserve  to  support  the  attack  of  the  infantry,  and  here  they 
were  exposed  to  an  annoying  fire  of  the  enemy’s  battery  which  was  to 
our  left  and  front.  Captain  Ehett’s,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division, 
engaged  the  enemy’s  battery  and  soon  succeeded  in  silencing  it.  In 
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this  he  had  2 men  aud  1 horse  killed  and  3 wounded.  We  again  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  in  the  position  we  had  fought. 

At  3 a.  m.  of  Saturday  Ave  were  ordered  to  move  forward  to  a position 
at  Dr.  Gaines’  house,  where  we  remained,  expecting  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries to  open  on  us,  until  12  m.,  when  we  went  forward  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  hill  overlooking  the  approach  to  Grapevine  Bridge.  Here 
we  remained  until  2 a.  m.  Monday,  when  we  commenced  to  cross  the 
stream,  the  bridge  over  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  and 
had  to  be  reconstructed  by  our  men. 

We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  about  12  or  1 o’clock  in 
the  day,  when  we  came  up  with  him  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  Here  he 
occuiued  a position  on  the  hill  opposite,  with  twelve  pieces  in  sight. 
All  the  batteries  of  the  division  and  of  the  reserve,  together  with  some 
from  other  divisions,  were  ordered  to  the  front  and  engaged  the  enemy, 
forcing  him  to  change  his  position  in  a very  short  time,  which  he  did, 
leaving  three  of  his  guns  disabled  on  the  field. 

Taking  up  a position  to  the  right  of  his  former  one,  or  having  other 
batteries  there,  he  again  opened  on  us,  and  the  firing  continued  obsti- 
nately, with  slight  intermissions,  until  night.  In  this  position  the  bat- 
teries of  my  battalion  were  more  exposed  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  and  consequently  suftered  more  than  others.  I should 
mention  that  Colonel  Crutchfield  was  in  command  on  this  occasion. 

Captain  Ehett  lost  2 men  killed  and  3 wounded;  also  1 horse  killed 
and  2 wounded.  In  the  three  engagements  he  expended  1,320  rounds. 
Captain  Clark  lost  1 man  killed  and  5 wounded.  Two  wheels  were 
seriously  damaged.  Captain  Clark  at  Mechanicsville  and  White  Oak 
Swamp  expended  392  rounds.  Lieutenant  Fry  had  2 men  wounded 
and  3 horses  killed  and  fired  390  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  1st  instant,  we  were  ordered  back  to  Seven 
Pines  to  refit,  where  we  remained  until  Thursday,  the  3d,  when  we  again 
joined  the  division  below  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  returned  with  it  to 
our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg  road  on  Thursday,  the  10th  instant. 

It  Avill  be  seen  from  this  rei)ort  that  Oax)tain  Khett’s  battery  was  in 
three  engagements,  and  the  other  two,  although  in  but  one,  were  still 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  on  another  occasion. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  battalion — not  only  their  gallantry  on  the  field,  but  the 
cheerful  spirit  with  which  they  endured  the  hardships  of  the  eventful 
week.  As  a proof  of  the  heroic  aud  dutiful  spirit  of  the  men  I cite  with 
])ride  the  fact  that  during  the  Avhole  time  there  was  not  a single  strag- 
gler from  the  ranks. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  JONES, 

Major ^ Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  D.  D.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  G.,  Reserve  Artillery. 


No.  268. 

Report  of  Capt.  A.  Burnet  Rhett,  Sotith  Carolina  Battery,  of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’’  Mill  and  engagement  at  White  Gale  Sioamp 
Bridge.  ^ 

Camp  near  Williamsburg  Eoad, 

July  12,  1862. 

(Japtain:  Having  received  an  order  on  Wednesday,  June  25,  to 
report  to  General  Ei^iley,  I immediately  did  so  in  person,  and  received 
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instructions  from  him  to  get  everything  in  readiness  for  action  and  he 
prepared  to  move  at  8 p.  m.  of  the  same  day  with  the  other  batteries  of 
D.  H.  Hill’s  division. 

According  to  these  instructions  I marched,  together  with  the  other 
batteries  of  the  division,  under  direction  of  Major  S.  F.  Pierson,  chief  of 
artillery,  from  my  camp,  near  the  Williamsburg  road,  back  toward 
Eichmond,  and  passing  along  its  suburbs  fell  into  the  Mechanicsville 
turnpike,  upon  which  I advanced  to  the  front  again,  and  halted  at  4 
a.  m.  just  behind  the  brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  Chickahominy. 
There  we  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  infantry,  who,  marching  by  a dif- 
ferent road,  arrived  about  an  hour  later,  and  rested  on  their  arms  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 

In  this  position  both  infantry  and  artillery  remained  inactive  until 
3 p.  m.,  when  the  whole  column  was  set  in  motion,  each  battery  fol- 
lowing the  brigade  to  which  it  was  attached.  General  Eipley’s  brigade 
led  the  way,  and  the  infantry,  hastily  x>utting  together  a few  planks, 
rapidly  passed  over  the  two  bridges  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
euemy,  and  forming  line  of  battle  advanced  against  the  batteries  situ- 
ated about  2 miles  from  the  bridge  and  to  the  right.  Following  imme- 
diately after  the  infantry  with  my  battery,  I was  obliged  to  wait  a 
short  time  at  the  first  bridge  until  it  was  rendered  passable  for  artil- 
lery, when  I pressed  forward  to  the  second  bridge.  The  sleepers  of 
this  bridge  were  cut  in  two  and  the  whole  frame- work  and  middle  por- 
tion thrown  into  the  stream.  When  my  battery  reached  the  bridge 
the  Pioneer  Corps  had  not  yet  come  up.  I therefore  rode  my  horse 
into  the  stream  to  see  if  it  was  fordable  for  artillery,  intending  to  cut 
down  the  opposite  bank  and  ford  it  if  possible,  as  that  would  have 
been  much  more  speedily  done  than  reconstructing  the  bridge  j but 
the  creek  was  impassable,  so  I sent  to  hurry  up  the  pioneers,  and  went 
to  work  with  my  own  men  to  make  the  bridge.  After  about  half  an 
hour  the  bridge  was  sufficiently  restored  to  pass  the  guns  and  caissons 
over  one  by  one,  taking  out  the  horses.  As  each  piece  was  thus  passed 
over  by  hand  the  horses  were  attached  and  the  piece  marched  forward. 
As  soon  as  the  last  piece  could  be  got  over  the  battery  closed  up  and 
advanced  at  a trot  to  the  slope  of  the  hill  just  in' front  of  the  redoubts 
of  the  enemy,  and  getting  into  position  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who, 
seeing  our  approach,  had  been  playing  upon  us  as  we  crossed  the  field. 

The  action  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  about 
10  o’clock,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing.  I continued  to  fire  for  a 
half  hour  afterward,  at  which  time  Major  Pierson,  chief  of  artillery 
of  the  division,  ordered  me  to  cease,  but  to  remain  where  I was,  with 
my  guns  loaded,  until  further  orders  reached  me.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  darkness,  I changed  position  about  60  yards  whenever  the  en- 
emy got  my  range  accurately,  and  found  it  of  great  advantage.  In  this 
action  I had  11  men  and  several  horses  wounded ; none  killed. 

About  12  o’clock  I found  General  Eipley,  and  by  his  direction  moved 
my  battery  about  200  yards  to  the  right  under  cover  of  the  MQ,  where 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  early  dawn  next  morning,  June  27,  I marched,  according  to  Gen- 
eral Eipley’s  orders,  to  Mechanicsville  to  meet  the  infantry,  and  from 
there  accompanied  the  brigade  to  Cold  Harbor.  Passing  beyond 
that  place  I took  position,  with  other  batteries  of  General  D.  H.  Hill’s 
division,  on  the  road  which  passes  to  the  east  of  Gaines’  farm,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  action  of  that  day.  The  casualties  of  that  day  were 
2 men  wounded  j 1 horse  killed  and  several  wounded  (my  own  very 
severely).  I bivouacked  on  the  field  of  battle  until  3.30  a.  m.,  when 
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I moved  on  a short  distance  beyond  Gaines’  house,  halted,  and  break- 
fasted. While  breakfasting  two  of  my  caissons  which  had  been  sent 
back  for  ammunition  the  day  before  overtook  me.  The  remainder  of 
that  day,  June  28,  and  the  whole  day  of  June  29  I remained  stationary 
near  the  infantry  of  the  brigade. 

At  2 a.  in.  June  30  I accompanied  the  brigade  until  it  reached  the 
vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  it  halted.  After  reconnoitering 
with  Major  Crutchfield,  chief  of  General  Jackson’s  artillery,  the  position 
of  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  iiosted  on  the  hills  covering  the  bridge 
over  the  White  Oak  Creek,  1 took  charge  of  a jiioneer  corps  and  cut 
a road  by  which  our  artillery  could  get,  without  the  observation  of  the 
euemj',  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  our  side  of  the  creek,  and  come 
into  action  before  the  enemy  could  get  our  range.  This  having  been 
accomplished,  I advanced  with  the  other  batteries  of  General  D.  H. 
Hill’s  division,  and  all,  coming  promptly  into  action  at  a signal  from 
Major  Crutchfield,  opened  a sudden  fire  on  the  enemy.  The  effect  of 
this  fire  was  soon  seen  upon  the  enemy ; the  riflemen  fled  from  their 
pits  in  front  of  their  cannon,  one  or  two  of  their  ammunition  chests 
exploded,  and  in  a short  time  they  abandoned  their  position,  leaving 
three  of  their  guns.  Our  cavalry  then  forded  the  stream  and  advanced 
partly  up  the  hill,  but  found  that  the  enemy,  though  driven  from  the 
Mil  covering  the  bridge,  still  held  a position  raking  the  road  on  the 
other  side.  After  some  time  the  enemy,  who  had  been  silenced  and 
driven  from  his  first  position,  again  renewed  the  fight,  but  at  long 
range,  which  gave  him  immense  advantage  with  his  Parrott  guns.  He 
had  also  the  advantage  of  knowing  our  position,  while  he  was  effect- 
ually screened  by  a thick  wood,  concealing  even  the  smoke  of  his  guns. 
The  fight  was  kept  up  slowly,  however,  until  evening  put  an  end  to  the 
contest.  1 lost  in  this  engagement  2 men  killed  and  5 wounded ; also 
1 horse  killed. 

Kext  day  all  the  artillery  of  General  D.  H.  Hill’s  division  were  or- 
dered back  to  Seven  Pines  to  rest,  for  they  had  been  marching  and 
fighting  up  to  this  time  constantly  in  advance  of  General  Jackson’s 
army.  I therefore  returned  to  Seven  Pines,  where  we  rested  one  day, 
and  again  joined  General  D.  H.  Hill’s  division. 

Prom  that  time  my  battery  accompanied  the  brigade  in  all  its  move- 
ments until  the  evening  of  July  9,  when,  by  order  of  Major  Pierson, 
I marched  beyond  Bear  Swamp  Creek  before  bivouacking. 

The  next  morning  I marched  back  to  my  camp  on  the  Williams- 
burg road  with  two  of  my  guns  and  all  of  my  caissons,  my  howitzers 
being  sent  back  under  Lieutenant  Gilbert  to  White  Oak  Creek  to  pro- 
tect the  rear  of  our  army.  Lieutenant  Gilbert  came  into  camp  at  9 
p.  m.  the  same  day. 

My  casualties  in  these  engagements  were  as  follows:  Killed,  2; 
severely  wounded,  5;  slightly  wounded,  12;  stragglers,  none.  My 
loss  in  horses  was,  killed,  2 ; wounded,  9. 

1 am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was 
highly  creditable  and  worthy  of  our  cause. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BUENET  EHETT, 
Captain  Light  Artillery^  Commamding. 

Capt.  Leo.  D.  Walker, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  John  B.  Estes,  Forty  fourth  Georgia  Infantry^  of 
the  battles  of  Ellison’s  Mill^  or  Mechanicsville,  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Gamp  Walker,  near  Eichmond,  July  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  after  long  delay,  of  forwarding  to  you  my 
report  of  that  part  of  the  great  battle  before  Eichmond  in  which  the 
Forty-fourth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers,  Ool.  E.  A.  Smith  com- 
manding, i^articipated.  The  report  is  necessarily  meager  and  imper- 
fect from  the  fact  that  every  field  officer  was  either  killed  or  wounded, 
the  greater  part  of  both  officers  and  men  was  disabled,  and  the  en- 
gagement continued  for  about  a w^eek  and  extended  over  a distance  of 
some  20  miles  at  least. 

Many  of  those  (both  officers  and  men)  reported  wounded  have  since 
died,  including  our  gallant,  noble-hearted  colonel.  Many  more  must 
surely  die,  their  wounds  being  considered  mortal  by  the  surgeons  in 
charge  of  them. 

1 have  no  doubt  but  that  the  killed  in  battle  and  those  who  have 
died  and  will  die  from  its  effects  will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  near 
200.  Many  others  will  be  disabled  for  life,  having  had  limbs  ampu- 
tated or  terribly  shattered. 

I leave  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  men  to  the  comments,  criti- 
cisms, encomiums,  or  censure  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  report  them, 
believing  that  gallant  commanders  and  an  uniirejudiced,  grateful  coun- 
try will  do  justice  to  the  many  brave  men  who  sacrificed  their  lives 
upon  the  altar  of  their  country  in  this  our  bloodiest  struggle. 

Casualties  in  the  Forty-fourth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers  in  the 
great  battle  before  Eichmond  : 

Carried  into  battle  of  Eilisoffis  Mill,  June  26,  27  officers,  39  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  448  privates;  total,  514.  One  company,  consist- 
ing of  56  men  and  officers,  was  detailed  as  skirmishers  and  was  not 
engaged  in  the  action. 


KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Officers  

2 

12 

Non-commissioned  officers - 

1 

23 

Privates 

68 

227 

Total - 

71 

262 

Two  privates  found  since  surgeon’s  report  wounded.  Total  killed 
and  wounded,  335  ; total  escaped  from  battle  unhurt,  179. 

Carried  into  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  11  officers,  11  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  120  privates ; total,  142. 


KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Officers  ..... ....... 

1 

4 

oflfip.Pirft.  ..  ..  

2 

1 

Privates - 

6 

35 

16 

Total 

9 

40 

16 

A p-prpfi|crn  to  

W 

Total  escaped  unliurt ........... ........................... 

77 

Chap.  XXIII.] 


SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 


657 


KECAPITULATION. 


Killed  in  both  battles 80 

Wounded  in  both  battles 304 

Missing  in  both  battles • 16 

Total  casualties 400 

I have  learned  that  several  of  those  reported  missing  have  been 
heard  from,  and  that  it  is  entirely  probable  that  not  one  is  a prisoner. 
I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant. 

JKO.  B.  ESTES,  ' 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Georgia  Begt. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Eipley. 


No.  270. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  ^Yilliam  L.  Be  Rosset,  Third  North  Carolina  Ln- 
fantry,  of  the  battles  of  ElUsoids  Mill,  or  Mechanicsmlle,  Gaines^  Mill, 
and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  North  Carolina  Troops, 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Ya.,  July  11,  1802. 
General  : Owing  to  the  death  of  Col.  Gaston  Meares,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  report  the  part  which  my  regiment  took  in  the  late  great  battles 
before  Eichmond : 

On  Thursday,  June  20,  at  2 a.  m.,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
the  Ohickahominy  Eiver  at  the  Mechanicsville  Bridge.  Preparatory 
to  an  advance  I was  ordered  to  organize  and  take  command  of  a bat- 
talion of  skirmishers,  composed  of  one  company  from  each  regiment  in 
the  brigade;  Company  B,  Captain  Brown,  First  North  Carolina 5 Com- 
pany B,  Captain  Thrustou,  Third  North  Carolina^  Company  — , Captain 
Beck,  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  and  Company  — , Captain  Hail,  Forty- 
eighth  Georgia. 

I was  soon  ordered  to  reconnoiter  the  bridges,  and  ‘‘  to  advance  to 
Mechanicsville,  in  conjunction  with  a line  of  skirmishers  from  General 
A.  P.  Hill’s  division,  on  the  left  of  the  pike.” 

Before  I had  crossed  the  river  the  brigade  was  advanced  down  the 
road,  and  with  my  battalion  in  front  crossed  the  bridges  and  took  posi- 
tion in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I was  then  ordered  to 
take  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  as  it  was  not  intended  to  use 
them  as  skirmishers,  and  prepare  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  to  charge 
the  batteries  at  Ellison’s  Mill,  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  which  proved 
to  be  about  1 mile  distant.  The  movement  was  made  in  good  order 
and  at  double-quick.  Being  on  the  extreme  left  and  Colonel  Meares 
next  on  my  right  the  charge  was  ordered,  and  this  portion  of  the  line 
went  ui)  directly  in  front  of  the  batteries.  Upon  reaching  the  top  of  a 
hill,  about  200  yards  from  the  battery,  this  portion  of  the  line  was 
thrown  into  considerable  confusion  by  the  rapid  and  precipitate  retreat 
of  a large  portion  of  one  of  the  Georgia  regiments ; which  one  I have 
been  unable  to  learn. 

The  left  of  the  skirmish  battalion,  being  rallied  by  Captain  Thruston, 
continued  to  advance  until  it  reached  the  mill-race  in  the  ravine,  about 
30  yards  from  the  battery.  Only  about  JO  men  being  left  with  me  and 
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the  darkness  and  confusion  preventing  my  learning  the  position  of  the 
line,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  place  them  under  cover,  and  by  a flank 
movement  to  the  right  took  shelter  in  a dense  woods,  just  beyond  which 
and  under  cover  of  a hill  I found  almost  the  entire  brigade,  it  having 
fallen  back  from  the  ravine. 

Here  I was  ordered  to  send  the  companies  composing  my  battalion 
to  their  different  regiments,  and  Colonel  Meares  being  still  absent  with 
a portion  of  two  companies,  I reformed  the  regiment  and  took  position 
in  the  skirt  of  a woods  about  300  yards  from  the  battery.  Colonel 
Meares  came  up  in  about  an  hour  with  the  other  companies.  We  held 
this  position  until  2 a.  m.  on  the  27th,  when  we  took  ui)  the  line  of 
march  to^^Iechanicsville. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  8 killed  and  39  wounded,  including 
Major  Savage,  wounded  in  the  left  hand  early  in  the  engagement  and 
left  the  held. 

■ The  fire  here  was  very  heavy,  and  I can  onlj^  account  for  our  small 
loss  by  the  fact  that  the  artillery  fire  was  very  high.  Most  of  the  cas- 
ualties occurred  at  the  extreme  range  of  grai)e  shot,  and  but  few  after 
we  reached  the  most  exposed  point. 

During  the  forenoon  of  Friday,  27th,  we  rested  at  Mechanicsville 
and  were  under  a heavy  tire  of  shell,  but  without  accident.  About 

11  a.  m.  we  again  took  uj)  the  line  of  march  by  the  road  to , 

and  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor,  or  Gaines’  Mill,  about  3 p.  m.  Here  we 
were  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  and  take  position  on  the  left, 
as  I understood  to  prevent  a movem^t  against  that  flank.  The  regi- 
ment lay  for  two  hours  under  a very  severe  fire  of  every  description, 
but  by  some  mischance  Colonel  Meares  moved  oft  without  my  knowl- 
edge with  all  of  the  regiment  except  three  companies,  which  were  left 
with  me.  The  woods  here  were  a dense  undergrowth  and  prevented 
any  movement  being  seen,  and  not  receiving  or  hearing  any  order,  1 
was  left  with  about  60  men,  as  above  stated.  The  fire  becoming  more 
and  more  severe,  and  not  knowing  where  to  seek  my  regiment,  I re- 
ported to  you,  and  received  instructions  to  act  upon  my  own  judgment, 
w^hen  I witndrew  my  small  force  from  under  fire  about  the  time  that 
the  firing  ceased  and  rested  for  the  night,  joining  my  regiment  early 
the  following  morning.  i7one  of  the  regiment  was  actively  engaged, 
but,  being  held  as  reserve  and  sheltered,  our  loss  was  small.  Killed,  1; 
wounded,  15. 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  28  and  29,  w^e  were  bivouacked  near  the 
river  at  the  Woodbury  or  Grapevine  Bridge. 

On  Monday  morning  at  an  early  hour  we  advanced  across  this  bridge 
and  came  into  the  Williamsburg  road  near  Savage  Station,  on  the  York 
Eiver  llailroad.  Proceeding  down  this  road  we  halted  at  White  Oak 
Creek,  where  the  artillery  was  engaged  until  night. 

Tuesday  morning,  July  1,  we  crossed  White  Oak  Bridge  and  marched 

to — farm,  where  the  enemy  had  taken  position.  The  line  being 

formed,  an  advance  was  ordered,  and  my  regiment  moved  forward 
through  a dense  jungle  up  the  hill  to  a road  just  in  front  of  and  within 
600  yards  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  From  the  fact  that  several  of  my 
companies  had  to  move  by  a flank  and  file  around  the  thickets,  when 
we  reached  the  road  they  were  in  considerable  confusion.  Here,  after 
firing  several  rounds,  we  learned  that  a regiment  of  our  own  troops  was 
in  advance  of  us,  and  an  order  to  cease  firing  was  given.  They  were 
then  ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  themselves.  While  in  this  posi- 
tion, with  little  or  no  protection  but  what  the  naked  ground  afibrded, 
we  were  exposed  to  a most  terrific  fire  of  every  description,  as  the 
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wounds  testify,  from  the  enemy,  and  I fear  several  volleys  were  fired 
into  us  by  a regiment  of  our  own  troops  in  the  rear,  from  which  we 
suffered  much. 

About  6 p.  m.  a request  came  from  Captain  Brown,  comuianding 
First  North  Carolina,  to  re-enforce  him,  as  he  was  hotly  pressed.  Colonel 
Meares  gave  the  order  to  move  by  the  left  flank,  and  led  off  down  the 
road,  followed  by  myself  and  about  100  men.  About  the  same  time 
that  this  movement  was  made  the  order  was  given  on  the  right  to  fall 
back,  which  we  did  not  hear,  and  which  accounts  for  the  small  number 
of  men  which  went  with  us. 

Our  gallant  colonel  had  not  moved  more  than  30  paces  before  he 
was  instantly  killed  by  the  fragment  of  a shell  in  the  head.  No  more 
cool,  brave,  and  able  officer  lived,  and  his  loss  to  the  regiment  and  his 
country  is  irreparable.  His  body  was  carried  from  the  field  immedi- 
ately and  sent  to  his  family  in  North  Carolina,  under  charge  of  Adjt.  W. 
A.  Gumming. 

Our  loss  was  heavy;  Killed,  23;  wounded,  112;  missing,  7.  For  a 
complete  list  of  casualties  I would  refer  to  the  accompanying  papers. 

My  officers  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  where 
all  acted  well  and  performed  their  whole  duty  I can  make  no  distinc- 
tion. 

I am  indebted  to  my  senior  captain  (S.  H.  Thruston)  for  valuable 
advice  and  assistance,  he  having  acted  as  field  officer  from  the  time 
that  Major  Savage  was  wounded. 

We  started  from  camp  with  605  enlisted  men  and  28  commissioned 
officers,  and  received  additions  to  the  ranks  of  convalescents  from  camp 
of  about  40  men. 

The  men  I consider  equal  to  any  emergency  and  they  will  always  be 
found  at  their  posts. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DE  KOSSET, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Third  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Eipley, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  General  D.  IT.  RilVs  Division. 


No.  271. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Banhhead  Magruder,  C.  S.  Anny,  commanding 
MagruderKs.,  McLaws\  and  D.  B.  Jones'^  divisions,  of  actions  at  Gar- 
netfs  and  Golding's  Farms,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  and  battles  of 
Savage  Station,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill,  with  resulting  correspon- 
dence. 


Headquarters  Center, 

Crew's  Farm,  July  3,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  was  attacked 
in  front  and  on  his  left  by  my  command,  in  support  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Arinistcad,  on  the  1st  instant,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  that  a severe  en- 
gagement ensued,  which  darkness  i^ut  an  end  to  about  9 p.  m. 

Wright’s  and  Mahone’s  brigades,  which  Major-General  Huger  had 
sent  me,  occupied  and  slept  on  the  field  a half  mile  in  front  of  our  line. 

The  enemy  evacuated  his  position  during  the  night,  leaving  his  dead 
and  many  of  his  wounded  on  the  field. 

A considerable  quantity  of  medical  stores  have  fallen  into  our  pos- 
session, and  some  300  or  400  wounded  were  left  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
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Our  troops  behaved  most  gallantly  under  a most  severe  fire  of  heavy 
rifled  guns  and  shell  from  guns  of  enormous  caliber  from  the  shipping 
of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  is  heavy.  As  soon  as  I have  time  I will  send 
the  details  of  the  fight  and  do  justice  to  the  gallant  men  who  proved 
their  devotion  in  the  bloody  contest. 

Two  guns  of  the  enemy  were  found  spiked  at  the  hospital  in  front  of 
this  position  and  several  caissons  were  destroyed  by  him  in  his  flight, 
and  a great  quantity  of  ammunition  was  thrown  into  the  swamps  and 
partially  injured  or  destroyed. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 

Colonel  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fairfield  Race-Course, 

August  13,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  report  of  the  part  borne 
by  1113^  command  in  the  operations  about  Richmond  during  the  week 
ending  July  1,  inclusive.  This  report  has  been  delayed  for  the  recep- 
tion of  those  from  subordinate  commanders.  I have  omitted  many 
things  which  might  have  been  stated,  but  the  unusual  length  of  the 
report  forbids  further  details.  There  are  other  orders  and  communica- 
tions in  my  possession,  which  are  retained  for  the  same  reason. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  to  two  explanatory  notes  of  Generals  Mahone 
and  Wright,  herewith  inclosed,  and  to  request  that  mj-  report  be  for- 
warded to  the  President  at  the  very  earliest  moment,  with  such  remarks 
as  justice  to  the  service  and  to  me  may  dictate. 

As  the  President  has  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me 
directly  the  grounds  upon  which  I have  been  recalled  I have  prepared 
a duplicate  of  my  report  for  his  immediate  perusal,  in  order  to  obtain, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  if  that  report  be  satisfactory,  my  resto- 
ration to  the  command  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Major-General. 


General  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


[Inclosure.  1 

Richmond,  Ya.,  August  12, 1862. 

Sir  : About  June  25  I received  from  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Chilton,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  on  the  staff  of  General  Lee,  commanding  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  an  order  giving  a general  plan  of  opera- 
tions about  to  be  undertaken  against  the  enemj",  whose  troops  occupied 
the  right  and  left  banks  of  the  Chickahominy,  the  greater  number  be- 
ing immediately  in  front  of  the  lines  occupied  by  me  and  the  division 
of  iMaj  or- General  Huger  on  my  right. 

This  directed  me  in  general  terms  to  hold  my  position  in  front  of  the 
enemy  agaiust  attack  and  at  all  hazards ; to  make  such  demonstrations 
as  to  discover  his  operations,  and  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  his 
intrenchments  to  pursue  him  closely. 
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I was  ill  command  of  three  divisions,  those  of  Major-General  McLaws, 
Grig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones,  and  my  own,  each  consisting  of  two  brigades, 
the  numerical  strength  being  about  13,000  men. 

In  obedience  to  these  instructions  1 caused  the  pickets  and  skir- 
mishers to  observe  the  utmost  vigilance  ; attacked  the  enemy’s  pickets 
li-oiu  time  to  time,  and  opened  a frequent  fire  of  artillery  on  his  works 
to  insure  a full  knowledge  of  his  position,  strength,  and  movements  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  moving  my  own  headquarters  to  the  line  occu- 
pied by  the  troops,  and  sleeping  near  them  in  order  to  observe  more 
closely. 

After  the  battle  of  Friday,  June  27,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
CTiickahominy,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  his 
troops  to  the  right  bank,  and  therefore  the  whole  of  his  forces  were 
massed  in  front  of  our  lines,  and  that  he  had  destroyed  the  bridges  over 
this  river,  thereby  separating  our  army  and  concentrating  his  own.  I 
immediately  ordered,  without  awaiting  instructions,  the  bridge  known 
as  the  New  Bridge  to  be  rebuilt,  which  was  done  by  the  troops  under 
Brigadier-General  Jones,  in  order  to  establish  at  least  one  line  of  com- 
munication between  the  two  portions  of  our  army.  This  was  comiileted 
on  Saturday,  28th. 

On  the  same  day  Brigadier-General  Jones  came  up  to  my  headquar- 
ters and  informed  me  that  Brigadier-General  Toombs  had  ordered  an 
attack  on  the  enemy’s  line  of  rifle  pits  on  Golding’s  farm,  and  asked 
if  1 had  given  such  an  order.  Upon  my  replying  in  the  negative  he 
^aid  he  had  not  authorized  it,  and  I directed  him  at  once  to  counter- 
mand it,  it  being  in  violation  of  orders  previously  received  from  Gen- 
eral Lee,  and  at  the  moment  reiterated  through  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
Brigadier  General  Jones’  staff,  just  from  General  Lee,  to  the  efiect  that 
I should  not  make  any  attack  on  the  enemy  in  my  front  unless  abso- 
lutely certain  of  success,  except  in  co-operation  with  the  movements  of 
the  commander-in-chief.  I was  the  more  anxious  to  have  this  order 
countermanded,  as,  if  this  attack  were  unsuccessful,  it  might  lead  to  an 
advance  of  the  enemy,  to  the  seizure  of  Garnett’s  farm,  the  turning  of 
the  left  of  our  lines,  ainTthe  fall  of  Eichmond. 

Brigadier-General  Jones  sent  the  countermanding  order  by  Captain 
Ford,  of  his  staff,  and  soon  after  he  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  re- 
ported to  me  that  our  men  had  already  attacked  and  carried  the  enemy’s 
rifle  pits  at  Golding’s.  I immediately  sent  a message  to  that  effect  to 
General  Lee,  stating  that  the  work  was  carried  by  our  troops,  who  had 
been  ordered  by  Brigadier- General  Toombs  to  attack,  and  at  the  same 
time  directed  Captain  Dickinson,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  go 
CO  the  spot  and  to  ascertain  further  the  state  of  the  case.  Proceeding 
1)  the  direction  of  Golding’s  myself  I met  Captain  Dickinson  return- 
‘ ng,  who  informed  me  that  when  he  had  arrived  near  Mr.  James  Gar- 
lett’s  house  he  met  Colonel  Anderson,  who  was  just  withdrawing  his 
rooi)s,  who  informed  him  that  the  attack  had  been  made  by  order  of 
(Irigadier-General  Toombs  without  the  authority  from  myself  or  Brig- 
idier-General  Jones,  and  that  it  was  unsuccessful.  This  information  I 
ilso  communicated  to  General  Lee,  by  whom  I was  ordered  to  obtain 
i report  on  the  subject  from  Brigadier-General  Toombs  and  to  forward 
t to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Events  followed  so  rapidly  on  each  other 
hat  I had  not  time  to  obtain  this  report,  and  when  the  operations  of 
he  week  were  ended  I took  no  further  steps,  as  I knew  that  both 
drigadier-Generals  Jones  and  Toombs  would  make  their  written  reports 
)n  the  subject.  I beg  leave  now  to  refer  to  that  portion  of  their  reports 
n further  explanation  of  the  circumstances  of  this  affair. 
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From  the  time  at  which  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces  to  this  side 
of  the  Ghickahominy  and  destroyed  the  bridges  to  the  moment  of  his 
evacuation — that  is,  from  Friday  night  until  Sunday  morning — I con- 
sidered the  situation  of  our  aiuny  as  extremely  critical  and  perilous. 
The  larger  portion  of  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Ghickahominy, 
the  bridges  had  been  all  destroyed,  but  one  was  rebuilt  (the  New 
Bridge),  which  was  commanded  fully  by  the  enemy’s  guns  from  Gold- 
ing’s, and  there  were  but  25,000  men  between  his  army  of  100,000  and 
Bichmond. 

I received  repeated  instructions  during  Saturday  night  from  General 
Lee’s  headquarters  enjoining  upon  my  command  the  utmost  vigilance, 
directing  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms,  and  to  be  prepared  for  what- 
ever might  occur.  These  orders  were  promptly  communicated  by  me 
to  the  different  commanders  of  my  forces  and  were  also  transmitted  to 
General  Huger,  on  my  right.  I i)assed  the  night  without  sleep  and  in 
the  superintendence  of  their  execution. 

Had  McGlellan  massed  his  whole  force  in  column  and  advanced  it 
against  any  point  of  our  line  of  battle,  as  was  done  at  Austerlitz  under 
similar  circumstances  by  the  greatest  captain  of  any  age,  though  the 
head  of  his  column  would  have  suffered  greatly,  its  momentum  would 
have  insured  him  success,  and  the  occupation  of  our  works  about  Eich- 
inond,  and  cousequendy  of  the  city,  might  liaA^e  been  his  reward. 

His  failure  to  do  so  is  the  best  evidence  that  our  wise  commander 
fully  understood  the  character  of  his  opponent.  Our  relief  was  there- 
fore great  when  intelligence  reached  us  almost  simultaneously  from 
Golonel  Ghilton  and  one  of  my  staff  that  the  enemy,  whose  presence 
had  been  ascertained  as  late  as  3.30  a.  m.,  had  evacuated  his  works 
and  was  retreating. 

Golonel  Ghilton,  who  rode  into  my  camp  on  Sunday  morning,  hurried 
me  off'  to  see  General  Lee,  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  and  I gave,  while 
riding  with  him,  the  necessary  orders  to  put  in  motion  my  whole  com- 
mand, which  extended  over  a distance  of  some  miles,  directing  Brig- 
adier-General Griffith’s  brigade,  which  was  nearest  to  the  road,  to 
advance  at  once  from  the  center,  and  ordering  Brigadier-General 
Jones’  division  in  advancing  to  incline  toward  Fair  Oaks  Station,  as  I 
had  been  informed  that  Major-General  Jackson  had  crossed  or  was 
crossing  the  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  would  operate  down  the  Ghicka- 
hominy. 

Having  overtaken  General  Lee,  we  rode  together  down  the  Nine- 
mile  road,  and  the  general  informed  me  of  the  plans  which  he  had 
adopted  for  the  pursuit  of  the  enem3\  They  were  as  follows : Major- 
General  Longstreet’s  division  was  to  have  crossed  the  New  Bridge  and 
to  take  position  on  our  extreme  riglit,  so  as  to  intercept  the  enemy  in 
his  attempt  to  reach  James  Eiverj  Major-General  Huger’s  division  to 
march  down  the  Williamsburg  road  on  my  right  flank,  and  Major- 
General  Jackson’s  division,  which  he  stated  had  crossed  or  was  crossing 
the  Grapevine  Bridge  over  the  Ghickahominy  Eiver,  was  to  operate 
down  that  river  on  its  right  bank,  while  my  own  command  would  press 
him  vigorously  in  front. 

On  our  arrival  at  Fair  Oaks  Station  we  found  the  enemy’s  lines  in 
that  vicinity,  which  had  been  evacuated,  in  possession  of  a part  of 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw’s  brigade,  the  remainder  of  my  command 
being  then  on  the  march.  Here  General  Lee,  having  repeated  his  in- 
structions, left  the  ground. 

1 directed  Major-General  McLaws  to  consolidate  Kershaw’s  brigade 
and  place  it  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  as  the  other  brigade  of 
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General  McLaws  did  not  arrive  for  some  time,  I ordered  two  regiments 
of  an  advance  brigade  (Griffith’s)  of  my  own  division  to  take  post  in 
reserve  also  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  so  as  to  support  Kershaw’s 
brigade,  leaving  the  Williamsburg  road,  still  farther  on  our  right,  un- 
occupied and  open  for  Huger.  I then  formed  the  other  two  regiments 
of  Griffith’s  brigade  on  the  left  of  General  Kershaw’s,  their  right  resting 
on  the  railroad.  Brigadier-General  Cobb’s,  which  marched  in  rear  of 
General  Griffith’s,  was,  as  soon  as  it  arrived,  formed  on  the  left  of  these 
two  regiments,  two  of  his  own  being  kept  in  reserve.  I then  dis- 
patched a staff  officer  to  ascertain  the  position  of  General  Jones’  divis- 
ion, which  had  crossed  the  swamp  at  Golding’s  house,  and  directed 
it  to  be  formed  on  the  left  of  General  Cobb,  with  the  proper  interval. 
While  these  dispositions  were  being  made  I ordered  skirmishers  to  be 
thrown  out  in  front  of  General  Kershaw’s  brigade,  and  my  own  divis- 
ion to  find  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  position.  The  enemy  having 
thrown  up  a heavy  obstruction  across  the  railroad  track,  I caused  men 
to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it  for  the  passage  down  the 
road  of  a heavy  rifled  gun,  mounted  on  a railway  carriage,  and  protected 
by  an  inclined  ])lane  of  iron.  I also  dispatched  a staff  officer  toward 
Grapevine  Bridge,  some  3 miles  off,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Alajor- 
General  Jackson’s  troox)s,  which  I had  supposed  from  the  statements 
above  given  had  already  crossed. 

These  orders  given  and  disposition  made  I received  information 
from  Brigadier-General  Jones  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  his  front 
and  fortified.  This,  it  was  reported  to  me,  was  derived  from  a pris- 
oner, who  had  been  just  captured,  and  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
front  was  verified  by  the  skirmishers  of  General  Jones  being  engaged 
with  those  of  the  enemy. 

I received  about  the  same  time  a communication  from  General  Mc- 
Laws stating  that  the  enemy  was  in  front  of  Kershaw’s  brigade  and  in 
works  well  manned.  Desiring  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  his  front,  I 
directed  Brigadier-General  Cobb  to  detail  a trusty  officer  and  some  of 
his  best  skirmishers  to  feel  the  enemy,  if  to  be  found  in  front  of  my 
division,  and  to  report  the  result. 

In  the  mean  time  Major  Bryan,  the  staff  officer  who  had  been  sent  to 
Major-General  Jackson,  returned  with  his  engineer.  Lieutenant  Bos- 
well, who  reported  that  Major-General  Jackson  was  compelled  to  re- 
build the  bridge,  which  would  be  completed  in  about  two  hours,  Major 
Bryan  repbrting  that  Major-General  Jackson  had  crossed  but  a small 
portion  of  his  infantry,  not  more  than  three  companies,  over  the  broken 
bridge.  About  the  same  time  I received  a message  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Huger,  stating  that  a large  portion  of  his  command  had  been  sent 
elsewhere,  but  that  with  two  brigades  he  would  soon  march  down  on 
the  Williamsburg  road. 

Having  passed  up  the  country  near  the  railroad  on  our  retreat  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Kew  Kent  Court-House,  I knew  that  there  was  a 
road  leading  from  Grapevine  Foiff,  where  the  enemy  had  afterward 
constructed  the  bridge,  to  the  railroad  bridge  near  Savage  Station, 
passing  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  now  in  our  front,  and  that 
when  Major-General  Jackson  advanced  he  would  probably  move  on 
that  road.  I determined,  therefore,  to  await  that  advance,  and  to  re- 
quest Major-General  Huger,  when  he  came  up,  to  move  down  the  Will- 
iamsburg road,  and  enveloping  both  flanks  of  the  enemy  and  attacking 
him  in  front  at  the  same  time,  I hoped  to  capture  his  rear  guard,  which 
1 ascertained  from  prisoners  and  from  th©  recon noitering  parties  in 
front  to  be  at  least  a division. 
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The  euerny,  having  ascertained  the  general  disposition  of  onr  troops- 
opened  a brisk  artillery  tire  upon  the  railroad  and  onr  center,  unfor, 
tunately  mortally  wounding  the  gallant  General  Griffith,  commander  of 
tlie  Third  Mississippi  Brigade,  who  was  borne  from  the  field  and  died 
the  next  morning.  The  enemy’s  fire  was  responded  to  with  efiect  by 
the  railroad  battery,  as  well  as  by  Carlton’s  battery,  which  that  ])rac- 
ticed  artillerist  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee  had  placed  in  advance  in 
a commanding  position  in  front  of  onr  center. 

The  enemy  was  now  reported  advancing,  and  this  report  being  con- 
firmed after  a reconnaissance  by  Lientenant- Colonel  Lee,  1 galloped  to 
the  right  of  the  line  to  see  General  Huger,  who  had  arrived  with  two 
brigades,  and  to  give  him  such  information  as  would  enable  him  to  dis- 
pose his  troops  in  the  best  manner  for  the  protection  of  onr  right  flank. 
Having  accomplished  this,  1 returned  to  the  left  and  threw  forward  the 
left  wing  of  General  Griffith’s  brigade  and  the  whole  of  General  Cobb’s, 
in  order  to  occupy  a more  commanding  position  and  a wood  which 
skirted  a field  across  which  the  enemy  would  have  to  march.  This 
had  no  sooner  been  done  than  I received  information  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Huger  that  his  two  brigades  would  be  withdrawn,  as  I understood, 
for  other  service,  and  subsequently  a note  reached  me  from  General 
Jones  stating  that  Major-General  Jackson  regretted  that  he  could  not 
co-operate  with  him,  as  he  had  been  ordered  on  other  important  duty. 
(See  inclosure  No.  1.) 

Thus,  the  forces  which  General  Lee  had  left  to  operate  against  the 
enemy  being  reduced  from  some  35,000  or  40,000  to  some  13,000  men, 
I was  comy)elled  to  abandon  the  plan  of  capturing  any  large  portion  of 
the  enemy’s  forces,  and  directed  that  Semmes’  brigade  (McLaws’  divis- 
ion) should  be  placed  on  the  Williamsburg  roa(],  and  Cobb’s  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad  in  line  with  Kershaw’s,*  Jones’  division  being  on  the 
extreme  left,  and  Barksdale’s  brigade  marching  in  reserve  behind  the 
center.  I ordered  the  whole  to  move  to  the  front  and  each  commander 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  whatever  force  or  works  he  might  be  found. 
This  was  executed  j)romptly  and  in  beautiful  order,  though  the  ground 
was  difficult  and  the  wood  dense. 

OPERATIONS  JUNE  29-30. 

Kershaw’s  brigade  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemjy  who  took 
refuge  in  the  works  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  from  which  he  was 
driven  in  gallant  style  by  the  infantry  advance  and  by  the  excellent 
artillery  yiracticeof  Kemper’s  battery.  Eetreating  from  work  to  work, 
yiursued  by  our  line,  which  swept  through  his  camps  with  little  inter- 
ruption, tlie  enemy  was  at  last  driven  as  far  as  Savage  Station,  where 
a strong  line  of  battle  was  formed  ready  to  receive  us.  He  also  occu- 
pied the  wood  in  front  of  the  station.  Here  Kershaw’s  brigade  engaged 
him  frankly  and  furiously,  and  was  gallantly  supported  by  Kemper’s 
battery  and  Semmes’  brigade  on  his  right. 

Taking  my  position  on  the  railroad  bridge,  which  commanded  a good 
view  of  the  light  and  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle,  I directed  the  rail- 
road battery,  commanded  most  efficiently  by  Lieutenant  Barry,  to  ad- 
vance to  tlie  front,  so  as  to  clear,  in  some  degree,  the  deep  cut  over 
which  tlie  bridge  was  thrown,  and  to  open  his  fire  upon  the  enemy’s 
masses  below,  which  was  done  with  terrible  effect.  The  enemy  soon 
brought  the  fire  of  his  artillery  and  infantry  to  bear  upon  the  railroad 
battery  and  bridge,  while  he  advanced  a heavy  line  of  infantry  to  sup- 
port the  troops  already  engaged  to  capture  our  artillery  and  turn  our 
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right  flank.  General  McLaws,  finding  himself  pressed,  sent  for  re-en- 
forcements. 1 dispatched  at  once  two  regiments  of  Griffith’s  (now 
Barksdale’s  brigade),  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  Col.  W.  D.  Holder, 
and  the  Twenty-first  Eegiment,  Ool.  Benj.  G.  Humphreys.  These  were 
gallantly  led  into  action.  Major  Brent,  of  my  staff,  bearing  the  order. 
Soon,  b}^  their  steadiness  and  excellence  of  fire,  as  attested  by  the  num- 
ber of  dead  found  in  their  front  the  next  morning,  they  checked  the 
enemy,  who  were  repulsed  by  the  whole  line  on  the  right  with  great 
slaughter.  The  enemy  having  sent  still  additional  troops  to  sustain 
the  fight,  I directed  Colonel  Barksdale  to  move  to  the  support  of  our 
right  with  his  remaining  force.  They  were  placed  in  reserve,  under 
cover  of  a wood,  where  a few  men  were  wounded  from  the  long-range 
muskets  of  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on,  their  services  were  not  re- 
quired. The  battle  on  the  right  raged  with  fury  for  about  two  hours, 
and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  our  men  sleeping  on  their  arms 
and  in  the  advance  positions  which  they  had  won. 

The  troops  on  the  left  of  the  road  were  not  engaged,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  pieces  of  artillery  attached  to  General  Jones’  division,  which 
did  good  service,  disorganizing  the  enemy’s  line  and  causing  his  troops 
to  change  position.  When  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn  our  right 
flank  I desired  to  move  a portion  of  General  Jones’  command  to  the 
right  to  operate  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  but  the  position  of  his 
troops  could  not  be  ascertained  until  it  was  too  late  to  do  so.  In  the 
mean  time,  desiring  to  have  troops  on  hand  ready  to  re-enforce  still  fur- 
ther General  McLaws,  I left  my  position  for  a few  moments  to  confer 
with  General  Cobb,  on  the  left,  from  whose  command  I detached  a reg- 
iment and  halted  it  near  the  railroad  bridge.  While  with  General 
Cobb  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Lee,  Major  Taylor,  came  up  and  in- 
formed me  that  General  Jackson  had  orders  to  co  operate  with  me,  and 
that  there  was  some  mistake  about  the  orders  directing  him  elsewhere. 
He  desired  to  see  General  Jackson,  but  not  knowing  the  way  to  the 
Grapevine  Bridge,  the  Eev.  L.  W.  Allen,  one  of  my  staff,  who  knew 
the  country  thoroughly,  volunteered  to  deliver  any  message  he  might 
send. 

This  was  done,  and  General  Jackson  arrived  in  person  at  3.30  o’clock 
on  Monday  morning,  to  wffiich  hour  I had  been  kept  up  by  the  duties 
of  the  nigiit.  He  informed  me  that  his  troops  would  be  up  i^robably 
by  daylight.  I then  slept  an  hour — the  first  in  forty-eight. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson  I considered  the  situa- 
tion as  by  no  means  satisfactory.  Not  having  heard  from  Mr.  Allen 
during  the  night,  I was  uncertain  whether  General  Jackson  had  obeyed 
his  orders  to  go  elsewhere  or  not,  and  I was  satisfied  that  there  was  at 
least  a corp.9  d’armeem  front,  as  was  proved  next  morning  by  our  having 
taken  prisoners  from  three  divisions.  The  proportion  of  the  enemy’s 
force  to  our  own  was  probably  two  or  three  to  one.  I therefore  asked 
for  re-enforcements  in  case  General  Jackson  did  not  join  me. 

Early  in  the  morning  on  Monday  a small  party  of  Texans,  of  Hood’s 
brigade,  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  their  position  on 
the  night  before. 

Several  hundred  prisoners,  2,500  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals, 
a large  number  of  stores,  and  a considerable  number  of  wounded  on  the 
field,  fell  into  our  hands.  Here,  also,  some  of  our  own  i)risoners  were 
retaken,  among  whom  wns  the  gallant  Colonel  Lamar,  of  Anderson’s 
brigade,  captured  by  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Golding’s  Farm.  I 
sent  the  prisoners  to  Bichrnond  in  charge  of  Capt.  G.  P.  Turner,  of  the 
Marine  Corps,  and  placed  Major  Wray,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  of 
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.U'reat  service  to  me  during  tlie  action,  in  charge  of  the  enemy’s  wounded, 
the  hos])ita],  and  public  property.  Our  loss  was  some  400  killed  and 
Avoumled,  while  I estimate  tliat  of  the  enemy  to  be  not  less  than  3,000 
killed  and  wounded,  General  Semmes  reporting  not  less  than  400  dead 
in  front  of  his  brigade  alone. 

In  this  engageiiient,  which  was  very  obstinate  and  well  contested, 
that  lu'illiant  and  gallant  soldier  General  Kershaw  and  his  brave  South 
Carolinians  were  particularly  distinguished,  and  were  supported  in  the 
most  gallant  manner  both  by  General  Semmes  and  his  brigade  and  by 
Colonel  Barksdale  and  the  two  regiments  of  Mississippians  which  were 
in  the  action.  Captain  Kemi)er  was  intrepid,  tenacious,  and  skillful  in 
tlie  management  ot  his  guns,  and  the  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

Tlic  dauntless  and  dashing  manner  in  which  Captain  Inge,  of  Colonel 
Barksdale’s  staff,  discharged  his  duties  under  a fire  of  greaf  severity 
won  my  admiration. 

Ivly  thanks  are  due  to  Majors  Bryan  and  Brent,  Captain  Dickinson, 
and  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  my  staff*,  for  the  meritorious  and  distin- 
guished manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  during  that  day. 
Lieutenants  Eustis  and  Alston,  aides-de-camp,  discharged  their  various 
duties  with  zeal  and  gallantry.  Major  Bloomfield,  chief  quartermaster, 
having  been  sent  from  the  field  by  General  Lee  to  Eichmond  on  im- 
])ortai)t  business,  returned  in  time  to  render  me  good  service.  I was 
also  greatly  indebted  to  Messrs.  J.  Eandolph  Bryan  and  Hugh  M. 
Stanard,  volunteer  aides,  for  devoted  and  gallant  services  on  this  as  on 
jiiany  ])revious  occasions. 

Next  morning,  Monday,  early  I received  orders  from  General  Lee 
in  person  to  proceed  with  my  command  to  the  Darbytown  road,  and  a 
guide  wms  furnished  by  him  to  conduct  me  thither.  I promptly  put 
my  column  in  motion  and  marched  some  12  miles  to  Timberlake’s 
store,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  where  I arrived  about  2 p.  m.  There  I 
received  a note  from  General  Lee’s  headquarters,  informing  me  that  he, 
w ith  General  Longstreet,  was  at  the  intersection  of  the  New  Market, 
Charles  City,  and  Quaker  roads,  and  inquired  how  far  I had  progressed 
en  route  to  that  point.  (See  iuclosure  No.  2.) 

Soon  after  I received  a communication,  also  from  General  Lee,  through 
Major  Bloomfield,  directing  me  to  halt  and  rest  my  men,  but  to  be  ready 
to  move  at  any  time. 

In  obedience  to  this  order  my  command  remained  at  this  place  until 
about  4.30  p’.  m.,  when  I received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to 
go  with  my  command  to  the  aid  of  General  Holmes,  on  the  New  Market 
road.  The  owner  of  the  farm  at  New  Market,  who  was  present  at  Tim- 
berlake’s store,  made  an  offer,  which  was  accepted,  to  point  out  a short 
route  to  New^  Market  not  practicable  for  artillery.  The  troops  were 
instantly  put  in  motion ; the  artillery,  escorted  by  Semmes’  brigade, 
])roceeded  by  the  Darbytown  road,  the  infantry  by  the  shorter  one  to 
New'  Market. 

After  the  column  had  marched  I received  another  order  from  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  directing  me  to  send  the  infantry  by  the  shortest  route 
and  to  depend  upon  him  for  artillery.  (See  iuclosure  No.  3.)  This 
plan,  having  been  already  substantially  adopted,  was  adhered  to. 

Soon  after  a courier  informed  me  that  Colonel  Chilton  wished  to  see 
me  in  front,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  and  that  he  was  sent  to  conduct  me 
to  him.  I immediately  galloped  off  with  him,  and  found  Colonel  Chil- 
ton near  the  intersection  of  the  Darbytown  and  New  Bridge  roads.  He 
asked  me  where  my  command  was,  and  after  informing  him  what  dis- 
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position  liad  been  made  of  my  troops  by  order  of  General  Longstreet, 
lie  said  lie  would  show  me  where  my  right  would  be  placed  in  support 
of  General  Holmes,  and,  conducting  me  through  the  woods  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Eiver  road,  he  pointed  out  the  intersection  of  the  road, 
along  which  we  came,  with  the  Eiver  road  as  the  point  at  which  my 
right  was  to  rest,  and  instructed  me  to  form  my  command  there,  and 
to  march  it  diagonally  through  the  woods,  and  I would  thus  find  the 
position  in  which  1 would  support  General  Holmes. 

Having  previously  sent  a staff  officer  to  bring  up  General  Semmes’ 
brigade,  which  had  been  escorting  the  artillery,  and  sending  another 
of  the  staff  to  Kew  Market  to  hasten  the  troops,  I left  another  staff 
officer  to  designate  the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Chilton,  and  galloped 
myself  to  the  front  on  the  Eiver  road  in  the  hope  of  finding  General 
Holmes.  After  going  about  a mile  without  being  able  to  see  him, 
and  it  being  near  sunset,  I directed  another  of  my  staff  to  find  him, 
and  inform  him  that  I was  moving  up  to  his  support  on  his  left.  1 
returned  myself  to  the  position  of  General  Semmes,  to  which  I had 
ordered  my  command  at  New  Market  to  proceed  rapidly.  I ordered 
General  Semmes  to  move  forward  through  the  woods  in  obedience  to 
Colonel  Chilton’s  directions.  He  reiilied  that  it  was  impossible  to  do 
so,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods  and  the  ^approaching  darkness, 
Vvdthout  disorganizing  his  command.  I informed  him  that  it  was  Colonel 
Chilton’s  order,  and  he  attempted  to  execute  it.  I then  galloxied  to- 
ward New  Market,  with  the  view  of  hurrying  forward  the  remainder  of 
my  command,  when  I received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to 
bring  one-half  of  it  to  the  position  occupied  by  him,  and  very  soon 
after  another  order  from  Colonel  Chilton  to  xiroceed  with  the  whole  of 
it  to  General  Longstreet.  This  order  was  received  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Harbytown  and  Long  Bridge  roads.  I instantly  dispatched  staff 
officers  to  bring  ui)  my  command,  directing  General  McLaws’  division, 
which  had  been  engaged  the  day  before  and  was  extremely  fatigued, 
to  form  the  rear.  1 remained  at  the  spot  until  the  head  of  my  advanc- 
ing columns  reached  it,  when,  having  ordered  them  forward  on  the 
Long  Bridge  road,  I j^roceeded  raphlly  to  the  front  and  reported  myself 
to  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet. 

General  Lee  directed  me  as  soon  as  my  troox)s  came  uj^  to  relieve 
those  of  General  Longstreet  on  his  late  battle-field,  about  miles  in 
front.  Proceeding  to  the  battle-field,  I directed  the  necessary  dispo- 
sition of  the  trooj^s  to  be  made  as  soon  as  they  should  come,  and  was 
occupied  on  duty  until  3 o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Having  slept  about  an  hour,  I proceeded  before  sunrise  to  our  front, 
where  I learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  felt,  according  to  Gen- 
eral Lee’s  instructions,  during  the  night,  was  still  in  position.  Making 
the  necessary  disposition  as  rapidly  as  i)0ssible,  which  could  not  be 
properly  done  in  the  darkness  of  the  preceding  night,  I advanced  in 
line  of  battle,  capturing  some  prisoners  and  a hospital  of  Avounded 
men.  I found  that  the  troops  in  front  were  only  a small  rear  guard,  a 
portion  of  whom  made  their  escaj^e.  My  skirmishers  soon  came  in 
contact  with  those  of  General  Jackson,  but  fortunately,  recognizing 
each  other,  a collision  was  avoided. 

Being  anxious  to  pursue  these  slight  successes  by  pressing  on  the 
retiring  enemy,  I desired,  after  the  Junction  with  General  Jackson’s 
forces,  to  continue  my  direct  movement  to  the  front,  and  volunteered 
with  my  command  to  lead  in  the  pursuit  of  the  eneln3^  General  Jack- 
son  replied  that  his  troops  Avere  fresher  than  mine,  and  General  Lee 
then  directed  me  to  iiroceed  by  the  Quaker  road  and  to  form  on  the 
right  of  Jackson. 
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Having  been  provided  with  three  guides — soldiers,  born  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood,  who  knew  thoroughly  all  the  roads — I put  my 
troops  in  motion,  right  in  front,  to  march  on  the  Quaker  road,  which 
was  nearly  parallel  to  that  on  which  Jackson  marched,  with  a view  of 
forming  a line  of  battle  to  the  left,  and  thus  occupying  that  road,  and 
thus  resting  my  left  on  Jackson’s  right.  General  Longstreet  having 
expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  road  in  question  being  the  Quaker 
road  I examined  the  guides  separately,  and  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  right.  I informed  him  that  if  he  would  give  me  an  order  to  move 
by  any  other  road  I would  obey  it  with  pleasure.  This  he  declined 
to  do.  I therefore  marched,  as  originally  ordered,  about  miles  on 
this  road.  General  Longstreet,  who  had  now  overtaken  me,  expressed 
again  his  convictions  that  this  could  not  be  the  Quaker  road,  and  de- 
sired that  I should  return  to  another  road  parallel  to  this,  but  nearer  to 
Jackson’s  right.  An  order  to  the  same  effect  having  been  communi- 
cated hy  a staff  officer  of  General  Lee  about  this  time,  I marched 
in  the  new  direction.  It  turned  out,  however,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the 
road  to  and  along  which  I had  been  marching,  following  the  guides, 
was  and  is  the  Quaker  road,  the  only  one  universally  known  as  such  by 
the  people  in  that  country.  (See  the  affidavits  of  the  three  guides 
and  of  Mr.  Binford,  inclosure  NTo.  4.) 

General  Lee  then  directed  me  to  place  my  troops  on  the  right  of 
Huger’s,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  formed  on  the  right  of  Jackson. 
This  I did  as  far  as  the  ground  would  permit,  placing  my  three  divisions 
en  echelon  to  the  right  and  rear. 

I had  scarcely  made  these  arrangements  when  I received  an  order 
from  General  Longstreet  to  support  General  Armistead  on  his  right. 
Barksdale’s  brigade  being  already  to  his  right  and  rear,  I ordered 
Cobb’s  to  his  immediate  support,  preceded  by  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
llegiment^  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  which  he  placed  still  farther  to 
his  right  flank  as  skirmishers  to  protect  it,  while  the  infantry  of  Cobb’s 
Legion  was  posted  to  protect  the  artillery. 

The  enemy  had  for  some  time  previous  opened  a heavy  cannonade 
on  the  positions  occupied  by  my  troops,  from  the  effects  of  which  a 
caisson  exploded  and  we  were  in  danger  of  losing  our  men.  Having 
proceeded  to  the  front  in  advance  of  Cobb’s  brigade,  I reconnoitered 
the  enemy’s  position  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Phillips  and  Colonel 
Edmonds,  sent  by  General  Armistead.  From  two  i)oints  in  the  open 
field  the  enemy  could  be  well  seen.  I found  a part  of  General  Arrn- 
istead’s  brigade  lying  in  order  of  battle  under  the  brow  of  a bill  covered 
by  wood,  through  which  a road  passed  parallel  to  the  edge  of  a field 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  woods  through  which  my  troops  had  to 
])ass  to  reach  this  road  was  very  dense  and  the  ground  very  difficult. 
1 immediately  selected  this  road  as  the  best  position  to  form  troops  de- 
signed to  operate  against  the  enemy,  while  the  hill  and  wood  in  front 
afforded  a strong  position  for  a permanent  line  of  battle.  In  this  re- 
connaissance I found  the  enemy  to  be  strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a 
hill,  commanding  an  undulating  field  between  us,  which  fell  off  to  our 
right  into  a plain  or  meadow,  a portion  of  the  latter  borderiug  on  the 
Quaker  road,  from  which  I had  just  returned. 

The  enemy  having  reached  these  heights  and  placed  himself  in  com- 
munication with  his  gunboats  on  the  river,  I was  satisfied  from  tbe  po- 
sition of  his  lines,  and  from  the  cheering  whicli  had  taken  place  when 
his  troops  were  thus  reassembled,  that  the  whole  army  of  McClellan 
was  in  our  front.  His  batteries  of  artillery  were  numerous  and  were 
collected  into  two  large  bodies,  strongly  supx)orted  by  infantry,  and 
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{iODimaiided  perfectly  the  meadow  on  our  right  and  the  field  in  our 
front,  except  the  open  ravines  formed  by  the  undulations  of  the  ground. 
Beyond  the  hill  to  the  rear  of  that  occupied  by  the  enemy,  since  known 
as  Malvern  Hill,  firing  had  taken  place  in  the  morning  from  a battery 
])osted  in  that  direction,  which  also  commanded  the  meadow  or  a con- 
siderable portion  of  it. 

The  field  in  which  the  batteries  nearest  to  us  were  placed  is  called 
Crew’s  farm,  and  the  best  line  of  approach  to  these  batteries  seemed 
to  be  to  the  right  and  front,  under  the  cover  of  the  hills  formed  by  the 
falling  otf  of  this  field  into  the  meadow. 

General  Armistead  having  informed  me  that  General  Longstreet 
would  send  him  two  batteries,  1 deemed  such  an  artillery  force  inade- 
quate, and  soon  after  ordered  Lieut.  Col.  S.  D.  Lee,  chief  of  artillery, 
to  bring  up  from  all  the  batteries  thirty  rifled  pieces  if  i:)ossible.  With 
these  I hoped  to  shatter  the  enemy’s  infantry.  But  as  they  did  not 
arrive  the  interval  was,  perhaps,  too  brief  before  I was  ordered  to 
make  the  attack.  Keturuing  rapidly  to  the  position  occupied  by  the 
remainder  of  my  troops  I gave  Brigadier-General  Jones  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  advance  of  his  division,  composed  of  Anderson’s  and 
Toombs’  brigades,  one  of  which  (Anderson’s)  had  already  occupied  the 
position  lately  held  by  Cobb.  While  this  was  being  done  a heavy  and 
crushing  fire  was  opened  from  the  enemy’s  guns  of  great  range  and 
metal. 

About  this  time  I received  an  order  from  Colonel  Chilton  stating 
that  an  order  had  been  given  to  General  Armistead,  when  his  artillery 
fire  had  broken  the  enem.v’s  lines,  as  it  probably  would  do,  to  “charge 
with  a yell,”  and  directing  me  to  do  the  saine.  (See  inclosure  No.  5.) 
I again  gave  orders  to  hasten  the  movements  of  the  troops,  and  sui)er- 
intended  them  in  person  as  far  as  it  was  possible.  The  enemy’s  fire  by 
this  time  became  intense. 

I then  received  an  order  from  General  Lee,  through  Captain  Dickin- 
son, assistant  adjutant-general,  to  advance  rapidly,  press  forward  my 
whole  line,  and  follow  up  Armistead’s  successes,  as  the  enemy  were 
reported  to  bo  getting  oft';  General  Armistead  having  repulsed,  driven 
back,  and  followed  up  a heavy  body  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  (See 
iuclosure  No.  0.)  Captain  Dickinson  informed  me  by  note  at  the  same 
time  that  Mahone’s  and  liansom’s  brigades,  of  Huger’s  division,  would 
be  ordered  up  immediately. 

Having  completed  the  necessary  arrangements  for  my  three  divis- 
ions, and  not  feeling  myself  at  liberty  to  hesitate  under  the  stringency 
of  my  instructions,  1 galloped  to  the  front,  and  at  the  request  of  Gen- 
eral Wright,  again  reconnoitered  the  enemy  in  company  with  himself 
and  General  Armistead  from  the  meadow  on  the  right  and  the  hill  in 
front,  and  arranged  with  them  a simultaneous  attack  from  that  portion 
of  the  line  under  my  command. 

Soon  after,  Mahone’s  brigade  having  arrived  and  the  hour  growing 
late,  I gave  the  order  that  Wright’s  brigade,  supported  by  Mahone’s, 
should  advance  and  attack  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  right;  that 
Jones’  division,  expected  momentarily,  should  advance  on  the  front, 
and  Eansom’s  brigade  should  attack  on  the  left;  my  iflan  being  to  hurl 
about  15,(100  men  against  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  supporting  infantry; 
to  follow  up  any  successes  they  might  obtain,  and,  if  unable  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  his  strong  position,  to  continue  the  fight  in  front  by 
liouring  in  fresh  troops;  and  in  case  they  were  repulsed  to  hold  strongly 
the  line  of  battle  where  1 stood,  to  prevent  serious  disaster  to  our  own 
arms.  This  plan  was  substantially  carried  out,  producing  the  favor- 
able results  which  followed. 
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Proceeding  to  execute  it,  I sent  my  principal  adjutant-general  (Maj. 
Henry  Bryan)  to  put  in  motion  the  brigade  of  General  Wright.  This 
was  about  5.30  p.  m.  Having  given  Major  Bryan  ample  time  to  exe- 
cute this  order,  and  finding  Jones’  division  not  yet  up,  owing  to  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  the  ground  over  which  he  had  to  pass,  and  having 
sent  offi  all  my  staff*  officers  on  urgent  errands,  I proceeded  to  address 
a few  words  to  Mahone’s  brigade  and  ordered  it  forward.  Eeturning 
rapidly  to  the  center,  I directed  General  Armistead  to  advance  with 
the  remainder  of  his  brigade.  Being  informed  by  him  that  his  best 
troops  were  already  in  front,  those  on  hand  being  ra  w,  I directed  the 
three  regiments  of  Cobb’s  brigade,  then  on  the  spot,  instead  of  Arm- 
istead’s  force,  to  advance  in  line  and  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  and  they 
moved  forward  accordingly  without  delay. 

At  this  moment  I sent  an  order  to  General  Eansom,  on  my  left,  to 
advance,  and  I proceeded  in  person  to  Colonel  Barksdale’s  brigade,  of 
my  own  division,  superintended  its  formation,  and  directed  him  to 
advance  to  the  support  of  the  troops  which  had  already  preceded  him 
on  the  right.  Here  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  grape,  shrapnel,  and  round- 
shot  was  terrific,  stripping  the  limbs  from  trees  and  plowing  up  the 
ground  under  our  feet. 

This  gallant  brigade,  not  quailing  for  an  instant,  advanced  steadily 
into  the  fight.  On  my  return  to  the  position  I had  selected,  and  to 
which  I directed  my  staff  officers  to  report,  I learned  by  note  from 
General  Eansom  that  neither  he  nor  General  Huger  knew  where  the 
battery  was,  and  that  all  orders  coming  to  him  must  come  through 
General  Huger.  (See  inclosure  'No.  7.) 

I sent  several  staff*  officers  successively,  urging  him  to  advance  to 
the  front  and  attack  on  the  left  and  in  support  of  those  who  by  this 
time  were  hotly  engaged;  but  this  gallant  officer  felt  himself  constrained 
to  obey  his  instructions  and  withheld  the  desired  support.  He  never- 
theless afterward  sent  me  one  regiment,  which  was  ordered  into  action 
on  the  left  of  those  already  engaged. 

The  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  now  raged  with  terrific  fury. 
The  battle-field  was  enveloped  in  smoke,  relieved  only  by  flashes  from 
the  lines  of  the  contending  troops.  Eound  shot  and  grape  crashed 
through  the  woods,  and  shells  of  enormous  size,  which  reached  far 
beyond  the  headquarters  of  our  gallant  commander-in-chief,  burst 
amid  the  artillery  parked  in  the  rear.  Belgian  missives  and  Minie 
balls  lent  their  aid  to  this  scene  of  surpassing  grandeur  and  sublimity. 
Amid  all  our  gallant  troops  in  front  pressed  on  to  victory,  now  cheered 
by  the  rapid  fire  of  friends  on  their  left,  as  they  had  been  encouraged 
ill  their  advance  by  the  gallant  brigades  on  the  right,  commanded 
by  Generals  Wright  and  Mahone.  Nevertheless  the  enemy,  from  his 
strong  position  and  great  numbers,  resisted  stoutly  the  onset  of  our 
heroic  bands,  and  bringing  into  action  his  heavy  reserves,  some  of  our 
men  were  compelled  to  fall  b.ack.  They  were  easily  rallied,  however, 
and  led  again  with  fury  to  the  attack.  The  noble,  accomiilished,  and 
gallant  Harrison,  commander  of  the  Charles  City  Troop,  uniting  his 
exertions  with  my  own,  rallied  regiment  after  regiment,  and,  leading 
one  of  them  to  the  front,  fell,  pierced  with  seven  wounds,  near  the 
enemy’s  batteries. 

Holding  the  strong  position  of  the  wood  and  ravine  with  one  regi- 
ment of  Armistead’s  brigade,  I ordered  the  remainder  of  his  brigacle 
to  the  support  of  those  in  front,  and  about  this  time  that  skillful  and 
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devoted  officer  General  Kansom  led  his  brigade  forward,  having  ob- 
tained the  requisite  authority,  and  gave  further  support  to  the  left  of 
our  line,  while  General  Jones,  having  overcome  the  great  difficulties  of 
the  ground  over  which  he  had  to  pass,  gallantly  supported  the  troops 
on  our  right  with  Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade,  of  his  division,  the  other. 
General  Toombs’  brigade,  having  obliqued  to  the  left,  where  it  was 
formed  in  the  road,  and  lent  its  support  to  some  of  the  reserve  troops 
which  were  brought  into  action. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  action  I received  another  order  from  Colonel 
Chilton  to  press  the  enemy  on  my  right,”  stating  that  General  McLaws’ 
division  “ had  gone  in  fresh.”  (See  inclosure  No.  8.)  That  division  not 
having  reached  the  wood  bordering  on  the  open  field  in  advance,  I dis- 
patched Major  [W.]  Hyllested,  of  the  Zouave  Battalion,  acting  tempo- 
rarily on  my  staff,  to  hasten  it  forward,  and  bring  up  two  batteries  of 
artillery,  which  I desired  to  have  on  hand  for  anything  that  might 
occur.  Not  being  able  to  find  the  commander  of  the  division.  General 
McLaws,  and  it  being  near  dusk.  Major  Hyllested  gave  the  orders  di- 
rectly to  the  commanders  of  brigades.  These  brigades  were  in  line  of 
battle  at  Mrs.  Carter’s  house,  with  an  interval  of  about  100  yards  be- 
tween them  for  the  passage  of  artillery.  These  commanders,  Kershaw 
and  Semmes,  with  the  gallantry  and  promptness  which  have  character- 
ized them  on  every  occasion,  advanced  with  their  brigades  at  once. 
General  Semmes  to  the  right  and  General  Kershaw  to  the  left,  increas- 
ing their  interval  as  they  passed  through  the  dense  woods  which  inter- 
vened between  them  and  the  enemy’s  position,  and  going  into  action  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  position  occupied  by  myself.  Their  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  was  not  known  to  me  until  8.30  o’clock,  at  which 
time  Major  Hyllested,  who  had  gone  still  farther  to  the  rear  for  artil- 
lery, reported  to  me  their  advance  to  the  front.  These  gallant  leaders 
engaged  the  enemy  with  vigor  and  devotion,  and,  though  the  batteries 
were  not  carried,  contributed  much  to  the  rout,  panic,  and  demoraliza- 
tion which  marked  the  enemy’s  escape  from  the  battle-field  at  an  early 
hour  of  the  night. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  McLaws’  division  I had  sent  for 
re-enforcements,  having  determined  to  retain  the  ground  we  had  gained 
in  front  if  possible  and  to  hold  the  strong  position  of  the  wood  and 
ravine  at  all  hazards  to  guard  against  any  reverse.  Troops  were  sent 
me  from  General  A.  P.  Hdi’s  command,  and  two  brigades  kept  at  hand 
to  be  used  incase  of  necessity.  I regret  thatl  have  been  unable  as  yet 
to  procure  the  reports  of  their  commanders. 

Darkness  had  now  set  in  and  1 thought  of  withdrawing  the  troops, 
but,  as  we  had  gained  many  advantages,  I concluded  to  let  the  battle 
subside  and  to  occupy  the  field,  which  was  done  to  within  100  yards  of 
the  enemy’s  guns.  Pickets  were  accordingly  established  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Mahone  and  Wright,  whose  brigades  slept  on  the  battle-field 
in  the  advanced  positions  they  had  won.  Armistead’s  brigade  and  a 
portion  of  Itansom’s  also  occupied  the  battle-field. 

The  enemy  retreated  precipitately  during  the  night  from  this  strong 
X)lace,  which  he  intended  to  occiq^y  and  which  he  had  commenced  to 
fortify,  having  reached  his  gunboats,  the  latter  taking  part  in  the  battle. 
He  left  on  the  battle  field  his  dead  and  wounded,  spiked  and  abandoned 
two  j)ieces  of  artillery,  leaving  caissons,  ambulances,  wagons, .and  large 
quantities  of  medical,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores  in  our  hands. 
He  threw  into  the  ravines  a large  amount  of  ammunition  and  strewed 
the  roads  with  thousands  of  muskets,  cartridge  boxes,  &c.,  in  his  flight 
down  the  river,  (See  inclosure  No.  9.)  He  was  forced  to  retire  a 
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greater  distance  from  Riclimond  and  to  relinquish  a healthy  and  com- 
manding position,  which  he  has  since  attempted  in  vain  to  retake. 

Notwithstanding  the  strength  of.  the  enemy’s  position,  his  great 
numerical  superiority,  and  the  difficulty  of  reaching  him,  our  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  will  compare  favorably,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber engaged,  with  that  sustained  in  most  of  the  previous  engagements 
near  Eiclimond.  It  will  not  exceed,  I think,  2,900  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  a force  of  20,000  or  28,000  under  my  orders  engaged  and  under 
fire,  wffiile  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I estimated  at  between  0,000  and 
7,000  from  the  tire  of  my  troops  alone. 

There  was  no  infantry  attack  by  General  Holmes  on  my  right,  as 
far  as  I can  learn. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  commanding'  on  my  left  will  doubtless 
make  known  their  operations. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  fought  generally  with  the 
greatest  heroism  and  devotion,  and  though  some  confusion  arose  from 
the  great  distance  which  had  to  be  traversed,  the  narrowness  of  the 
field,  and  the  extreme  severity  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  there  were  no  evi- 
dences of  panic,  and  tlie  men  were  easily  rallied  and  led  to  the  field. 

My  command  of  three  divisions,  being  sei)arated  from  the  wagons, 
had  been  almost  constantly  marching  from  Sunday  morning  until  Tues- 
day evening  without  tents,  sleep,  and  without  food,  it  being  deemed  by 
me  imprudent  to  block  u])  a narrow  road  with  a wagon  train.  They 
were  ordered,  after  the  battle  was  over,  by  their  respective  commanders, 
to  tlie  positions  from  which  they  Avent  into  action  to  obtain  supplies  of 
food  and  water. 

The  officers  and  men  composing  Jones’  division  deserve  special  com- 
mendation for  the  faithful  and  fearless  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  ])erilous  duties  at  the  stations  known  as  Garnett’s  and  Price’s 
farms,  and  for  their  impetuous  gallantry  as  displayed  in  the  actions  of 
June  27  and  28,  opposite  Golding’s  farm.  In  the  brigade  commanded 
by  the  gallant  General  Semmes,  Cols.  T.  P.  August  and  A.  Gumming, 
Fifteenth  Yirginia  and  Tenth  Georgia  liegiments,  and  Lieut.  Col.  E. 
Waggaman,  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  were  particularly  distinguished, 
the  two  former  being  wounded  and  the  last  taken  prisoner.  In  ref- 
erence to  the  other  highly  meritorious  officers  of  the  line  I beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  inclosed  paper,  marked  No.  12  (see  inclosure  No.  12), 
containing  tlie  names  of  those  who  are  specially  noticed  in  the  reports 
of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders. 

I cannot  speak  too  higlily  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
thebrigades  attacking  in  front : Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone,  commanding 
the  Second  Brigade,  Virginia  Volunteers;  General  A.  R.  ^Vight,  Third 
Brigade  (both  of  Huger’s  division) ; Col.  William  Barksdale, command- 
ing Tliird  Mississippi  Brigade,  of  Magruder’s  diAision ; Col.  J.  T.  Nor- 
Avood,  Second  Louisiana  Regiment,  mortally  Avounded,  commanding 
three  regiments,  Cobb’s  brigade,  Magruder’s  division;  Maj.  R.  W.  Ash- 
ton, of  the  same  regiment,  Avho  fell  heroically  bearing  the  colors  of  his 
regiment  to  the  front;  Col.  Henry  A.  Dowd,  Fifteenth  North  Carolina: 
Col.  Goode  Bryan,  Sixteenth  Georgia,  Cobb’s  brigade,  who  had  been 
relieved  from  picket  duty,  and  led  his  regiment  gallantly  into  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight  with  the  coolness  and  ability  which  characterized  the 
well-trained  soldier;  Colonels  Holder  and  Thomas  M.  Griffin  and  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  L.  Brandon,  of  the  Third  Mississippi  Brigade,  who  were  all 
severely  Avounded  Avliile  gallantly  leading  their  regiments  into  action ; 
also  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Carter,  Thirteenth  Mississippi,  Avho  was  borne 
from  the  field  wounded,  and  Lieut.  Cols.  JohnC.  Fiser  and  W.  H.  Luse, 
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Maj.  Kennon  McElroy,  and  Captain  Brooks,  on  whom  the  regimental 
commands  devolved,  all  discharged  their  duties  with  signal  ability; 
Captain  Inge,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  this  brigade,  distinguished 
in  every  path  where  duty  leads  to  peril,  was  most  conspicuous  on  the 
field,  where  he  won  for  himself  the  united  comm^^ndation  of  the  brigade 
and  regimental  commanders,  to  whose  testimony  I can  add  my  own 
from  personal  observation  ; Col.  J.  G.  Hodges  and  Lieut.  Col.  M.  F.  T. 
Evans,  of  the  Fourteenth  Virginia;  Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds  and  Maj.  Jos. 
E.  Cabell,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia,  and  Col.  H.  B.  Tomlin,  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Virginia — all  deserved  the  commendation  of  their  brigade  com- 
manders and  my  own. 

Brigadier-General  Armistead  held  the  line  of  battle  in  the  wood 
which  skirted  the  field,  and  after  bringing  on  the  action  in  the  most 
gallant  manner  by  repulsing  an  attack  of  a heavy  body  of  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers,  skillfully  lent  support  to  the  contending  troops  in  front 
when  it  was  required. 

Brigadier-General  Cobb,  whose  brigade  was  posted  at  thrSe  different 
stations,  occupied  a central  position  near  General  Lewis  A.  Armistead, 
and  rendered  gallant  and  useful  service,  not  only  by  the  promptness 
and  skill  with  which  he  came  forward  and  placed  his  troops  in  the  front 
in  support  of  General  Armistead,  but  by  the  devotion  with  which  he 
rallied,  under  an  extremely  heavy  fire,  bodies  of  troops  which  had  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  enemy. 

Brigadier-General  Jones,  with  his  admirable  division  of  gallant 
Georgians,  the  brigades  commanded  by  General  Toombs  and  Colonel 
Anderson,  lent  efficient  support  to  the  troops  in  front,  enabling  them 
to  maintain  their  ground. 

I regret  to  lose  the  services  of  my  gallant  and  efficient  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, Maj.  Henry  Bryan,  who  was  twice  severely  wounded 
wliile  accompanying  Cobb’s  brigade  to  the  attack  on  the  batteries. 
My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  my  aides-de-camp,  Lieutenants  Alston 
and  Eustis;  Lieutenant- Colonel  Car^  , inspector-general;  Major  Bloom- 
field, chief  quartermaster;  Major  Brent,  chief  of  ordnance;  Major 
Hyllested,of  the  Zouave  Battalion,  acting  aide  de-camp;  Captain  Dick- 
inson, assistant  adjutant- general ; Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Cavalry;  Mr.  H.  M.  Stanard,  acting  aide-de-camp,  and  Mr.  J.  Ean- 
dolph  Bryan,  acting  aide-de-camp,  for  distinguished  and  gallant  services 
on  the  field.  Maj.  A.  B.  Magruder  discharged  all  his  duties  to  my  en- 
tire satisfaction.  I am  also  indebted  to  Captain  Coward,  of  General 
Jones’  staff*,  for  gallant  and  valuable  services.  Captain  Norris,  of  the 
Signal  Corps,  and  Messrs.  D.  F.  Brashear  and  A.  C.  Dickinson  carried 
my  orders  on  the  field  and  rendered  good  service.  The  brave  and  de- 
voted troopers  of  the  Charles  City  Cavalry  were  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  distinguished  for  the  promptness,  intrepidity,  and  intelli- 
gence with  which  they  discharged  their  important  duties.  To  their 
cliivalric  and  enterprising  lieutenant.  Hill  Carter,  jr.,  1 owe  a public 
acknowledgment  of  the  great  services  he  has  rendered  the  country  on 
every  occasion  wdiich  presented  itself  within  the  last  fifteen  months. 

I beg  leave  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry,  skill,  and  ability  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  my  chief  of  artillery. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that,  though  the  general  orders  of  battle  directing 
the  week’s  operations  required  the  chief  engineer.  Major  Stevens,  to* 
assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  wiiose  duty  it  should  be  ‘Ho 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties  to  the  x>rogress  of  the 
troo])s,”  no  engineer  officer  was  sent  to  me.  Lieutenant  Douglas,  of 
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the  Engineers,  had  been  attached  to  my  staff,  but  was  relieved  from 
that  position ; and  although  I had  applied  for  his  services  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army  more  than  once,  I could  not  obtain  them,  nor  was 
any  other  sent  in  his  place. 

As  to  the  time  when  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  front  was 
made.  Brigadier- General  Armistead,  whose  advanced  troops  led  in  the 
attack  from  the  center,  states  in  his  report  that  in  the  charge  the  bri- 
gades of  Mahone  and  Wright  came  up  immediately  on  his  right,  Cobb’s 
brigade  closely  following  his  advance. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major-General. 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

The  aboire  report  is  published  by  permission  of  the  War  Department 
in  advance  of  the  report  of  General  Lee,  through  whom,  however,  it 
was  submitted.  This  course  was  rendered  desirable  to  meet  strictures 
which  had  been  made  by  an  officer  of  inferior  rank  on  my  military 
operations  near  Richmond.  It  is  therefore  elaborate  and  necessarily 
minute  in  detail. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  report  and  the  documents  in  support  of  it, 
first,  that  my  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill  was  made  after 
repeated  orders  from  my  superiors,  and  that  it  could  have  been  made 
by  me  in  no  other  way,  having  officers  of  superior  rank  to  me  both  on 
my  left  and  right — Jackson  and  Holmes ; secondly,  that  the  forces  en- 
gaged on  our  side  were  inferior  in  numbers  to  those  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  massed  his  whole  army;  that,  nevertheless,  the  enemy  was  routed, 
leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground  and  throwing  away  his 
arms  in  large  quantities,  with  every  evidence  of  great  panic,  our  troops 
sleeping  on  the  field  of  battle  which  was  deserted  by  him,  and,  thirdly, 
that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  less  than  2,900  men,  less  in 
proportion  than  that  sustained  in  most  of  the  previous  battles. 

This  report  General  Lee  has  forwarded  to  the  President  with  his  tes- 
timony as  to  the  uniform  alacrity  with  which  I discharged  the  difficult 
duty  devolved  upon  me  and  the  great  exertions  made  by  me  in  its  per- 
formance. Every  officer  and  every  soldier  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill  can  point  with  pride  to  the  results 
on  both  sides  of  these  victories  as  the  best  evidence  that  these  great- 
exertions  were  crowned  with  triumphant  success. 

Before  the  battles  of  Richmond  I was  honored  with  offers  thrice  made 
by  the  President  of  independent  and  important  commands  in  the  South- 
west, but  at  my  earnest  solicitation  he  was  pleased  to  permit  a sus- 
pension of  these  orders,  to  allow  me  an  opportunity  to  bear  my  part  in 
the  defense  of  the  capital  of  my  native  State  and  of  the  Confederacy, 
then  sorely"  beleaguered.  The  enemy  having  been  routed  and  the  qap- 
ital  saved,  I was  proceeding  to  my  station,  under  orders,  when  my  pres- 
ence was  deemed  necessary  in  Richmond  for  explanations  in  justice  to 
myself.  They  having  been  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  War  De- 
partment as  well  as  of  General  Lee,  I proceeded  immediately  to  the 
• command  in  the  Southwest,  to  which  the  President  had  assigned  me, 
reserving  to  myself  the  right,  as  well  as  satisfaction,  of  attending  at  a 
more  appropriate  time  to  matters  purely  personal. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General. 
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June  28,  1862. 

Major-General  Mauruder  ; 

Sir  : My  line  is  formed  to  the  left  and  somewhat  to  the  front  of 
General  Cobb.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  in  large  force  in  front  of  my 
right,  and  are  or  have  moved  a little  to  tl^r  right.  I do  not  think  it 
prudent  for  me  to  attack  him  with  my  small  force,  unless  there  be  a 
simultaneous  attack  all  along  our  lines.  I will  keep  a good  lookout 
on  my  left.  I had  hoped  that  Jackson  would  have  co-operated  with 
me  on  my  left,  but  he  sends  me  word  that  he  cannot,  as  he  has  other 
important  duty  to  perform. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

D.  E.  JONES, 

Brigadier- General, 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

, 1862. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

I have  joined  General  Longstreet  at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
Market,  Charles  City,  and  Quaker  roads,  and  wish  to  know  how  far  you 
have  progressed  en  route  to  this  point. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  liEE. 


[Inclosnre  No.  3.1 


Major-General  Magruder: 

General  : I sent  my  aide  and  guide  some  time  ago  to  take  you  by 
the  nearest  route  to  New  Market  road  and  by  going  down  that  road  to 
join  General  Holmes  in  front  of  that.  Please  hurry  as  much  as  possible. 
General  Holmes  has  been  expecting  you  a long  time  and  is  in  much 
need  of  you. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Major-  General, 


P.  S. — If  you  cannot  get  your  artillery  leave  it,  and  send  to  me  from 
New  Market  for  such  as  you  want.  If  you  have  not  the  guide,  move 
the  troops  by  General  A.  P.  HilFs,  and  take  the  right  hand,  after  get- 
ting into  this. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Testimony  of  S.  B.  Sweeney, 

I am  an  enlisted  man,  member  of  Henrico  Southern  Guards;  was  a 
citizen  of  Henrico  County ; am  twenty-three  years  of  age ; was  born 
and  raised,  and  was  at  the  time  of  entering  the  service  living  at 
Sweeney\s  Tavern,  about  13  miles  from  Eichmond,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Malvern  Hill,  and  near  the  Quaker  road ; know  the  country  inti- 
mately, having  frequently  hunted  every  foot  of  ground  in  that  vicinity, 

* Inclosures  Nos.  1-5, 7, 8,  and  12  were  submitted  with  original  report ; Nos.  6 and  11 
transmitted  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office  for  file  September  9, 1862;  Nos. 
9, 10,  and  13-26  added  in  War  Records  Office. 
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I testify  that  when  ordered  to  conduct  Major-General  Magruder  into 
the  Quaker  road,  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1862,  I did  so  conduct  his 
forces,  leading  him  into  what  I had  always  and  do  still  believe  to  be  the 
Quaker  road,  being  a road  about  2 miles  in  length,  leaving  the  Long 
Bridge  road  to  the  right  about  300  yards  above  Mr.  Nathan  Enroughty^s 
gate,  and  entering  the  Charles  City  Eiver  road  at  Tilghman^s  gate, 
about  one-half  mile  below  Sweeney ^s  Tavern. 

I further  testify  that  the  road  into  which  I conducted  Major-General 
Magruder^s  forces  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1862,  is  not  only  regarded 
by  me  as  the  Quaker  road,  but  by  other  persons  raised  and  living  in 
that  neighborhood,  and  is  the  only  road  known  and  regarded  as  such. 

I furthermore  testify  that  1 was  detailed  from  my  company  to  report 
as  a guide  to  Major-General  Magruder. 

S.  B.  SWEENEY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  H.  Nelson,  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  Henrico  County,  S.  B.  Sweeney,  who  made  oath  that  the  above  cer- 
tificate, sigued  by  him,  is  correct. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  22d  day  of  July,  1862. 

E.  H.  NELSON, 
Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Testimony  of  L.  T.  Gatewood. 

I am  an  enlisted  man,  member  of  Henrico  Southern  Guards  j was  a 
resident  of  Henrico  County  j was  detailed  to  report  on  morniug  of  July 
1,  1862,  as  a guide  to  Major-General  Magruder;  did  so  report,  and  was 
with  him  on  that  morning. 

I testify  that  when  on  the  point  of  starting  with  his  forces  for  the 
Quaker  road,  with  S.  B.  Sweeney  as  a guide,  Major-General  Magruder 
interrogated  me  as  to  the  position  of  the  Quaker  road.  I told  him  that 
it  left  the  Long  Bridge  road  to  the  right  just  above  Nathan  Enroughty^s 
.gate,  and  ran  diagonally  across  to  the  Charles  City  Eiver  road,  and  that 
I indicate  to  him  the  same  road  as  that  along  which  he  was  afterward 
conducted  by  S.  B.  Sweeney. 

I further  testify  that  I do  now  and^  have  always  believed  the  road 
into  which  Major-General  Magruder  was  conducted  to  be  the  Quaker 
road,  and  tha^this  is  the  only  road  in  that  neighborhood  regarded  as 
such. 

L.  T.  GATEWOOD. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  H.  Nelson,  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  Henrico  County,  Liston  T.  Gatewood,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate,  signed  by  him,  is  correct  and  true. 

As  witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  22d  day  of  July,  1862. 

E.  H.  NELSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Testimony  of  Charles  Wathins. 

I was  a resident  of  Henrico  County,  living  near  the  Quaker  road ; 
am  an  enlisted  man,  member  of  the  Henrico  Southern  Guards,  Fifteenth 
Virginia  Eegiment;  was  detailed  from  my  company  to  report,  on  the 
morning  of  July  1,  1862,  to  Major-General  Magruder  as  a guide;  did  so 
report,  and  was  with  him  on  that  morniug.  I know  the  country  in  the 
vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill  intimately.  Was  present  when  Major-General 
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Magruder  interrogated  L.  T.  Gatewood  in  regard  to  the  locality  of  the 
Quaker  road.  Heard  L.  T.  Gatewood  rei)ly,  and  knowing  it  to  be  cor- 
rect, made  no  remark. 

1 further  testify  that  I do  now  and  have  always  believed  the  road 
into  which  Major-General  Magruder  was  conducted  by  S.  B.  Sweeiiey 
to  be  the  Quaker  road,  and  that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  the 
Quaker  road  by  persons  living  in  that  neighborhood. 

C.  WATKINS. 

Personally  api>eared  before  me,  E.  H.  Nelson,  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  Henrico  County,  0.  Watkins,  who  made  oath  that  the  above  certifi- 
cate, to  which  his  name  is  affixed,  is  correct  and  true. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  23d  day  of  July,  1862. 

E.  H.  NELSON, 

. Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Testimony  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Binford. 

1 was  until  recently,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  a resident  of 
Henrico  County,  living  very  near  Malvern  Hill ; have  always  kno^vn 
S.  B.  Sweeney.  I testify  that  he  was  raised  at  Sweeney’s  Tavern, 
about  13  miles  below  Eichmond,  on  the  Charles  City  Eiver  road ; is  a 
reliable  young  man,  and  that  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  sur- 
rounding country  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  and  through  which  the 
Quaker  road  passes. 

1 further  testify  that  in  my  belief  he  is  the  best  guide  that  could  have 
been  procured,  and  that  the  road  on  which  Mr.  Sweeney  says  he  con- 
ducted Major-General  Magruder  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1862,  is 
universally  regarded  by  the  oldest  inhabitants  to  be  the  Quaker  road, 
and  that  this  is  the  onl}^  road  regarded  as  such  in  that  region ; that  the 
said  road,  having  been  of  late  but  little  used,  has  become  obscure  and 
is  not  generally  used  as  a public  road ; that  the  road  laid  down  on  the 
county  map  is  not  the  true  Quaker  road,  but  is  another  and  different 
road,  and  known  as  the  Willis  road.  ^ 

JAS.  W.  BINFOED. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  H.  Nelson,  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  Henrico  County,  James  W.  Binford,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate,  to  which  his  name  is  affixed,  is  correct  and  true. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  24th  day  of  July,  1862. 

E.  H.  NELSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peact. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 


July  1,  1862. 

General*  Magruder  : 

Batteries  have  been  established  to  rake  the  enemy’s  lines.  If  it  is 
broken,  as  is  probable,  Armistead,  who  can  witness  the  effect  of  the 
fire,  has  been  ordered  to  charge  with  a yell.  Do  the  same. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosnre  No.  6.] 

General  Lee  expects  you  to  advance  rapidly.  He  says  it  is  reported 
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the  enemy  is  getting  off.  Press  forward  your  whole  line  and  follow  up 
Armistead’s  successes.  I will  have  Mahoneys  brigade  in  the  place  just 
occupied  by  Colonel  Anderson.  Eausom’s  brigade  has  gone  on  to  re- 
enforce General  Cobb.  Mr.  Logan  delivered  you  my  message,  I pre- 
sume. 

Yours,  respectfullv, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 

Captain^  cfc. 


[Inclosure  No.  7.] 


July  1,  1862 — 5.45  p.  m. 

General  Magruder  : 

Dear  Sir  : General  Huger  is  present,  and  directed  me  to  say  that 
neither  he  nor  I know  where  the  battery  on  our  left  is,  and  also  that 
any  order  to  officers  or  troops  in  his  (General  Huger’s)  command  must 
pass  through  him. 

Kespectfully, 

E.  EANSOM, 

Brigadier- General, 

[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

July  1,  1862. 

General  : The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  press  the 
enemy^s  right.  McLaws  is  going  in  fresh. 

By  order  General  Lee : 


[Inclosure  No.  9.]  ^ 

Camp  near  Eichmond,  Ya., 

Jnly  23,  1862. 

General  4 Bankhead  Magruder, 

Richmond^  Va.: 

General  : I take  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  what  I casually 
remarked  to  a mutual  friend  and  was  by  him  repeated  to  you.  Ac- 
companying General  Stuart  with  my  cavalry  battalion  during  the  late 
succession  of  battles  and  victories  around  Eichmond,  it  was  my  for- 
tune to  be  close  upon  the  heels  of  our  retreating  foe  after  more  than 

.lifter  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  the  1st,  it  was  remarked,  both  by  my 
officers  and  myself,  that  there  were  greater  evidences  of  confusion  and 
rout  in  the  enemy’s  retreat  than  we  had  previously  noticed.  I refer  to 
the  large  number  of  arms  and  equipments  thrown  away  in  the  woods 
and  fields  at  some  distance  from  the  battle-field,  the  number  of  wagons 
and  ambulances  abandoned  in  the  road,  the  quantity  of  ammunition 
thrown  away,  &c. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  an  intelligent  citizen  (Mr.  Haxall), 
living  near  Shirley,  at  whose  house  several  of  the  Federal  generals  had 
their  headquarters  (Generals  Couch  and  Cooke  I remember),  informed 
me  that  the  Federal  officers  never  acknowledged  that  they  were  defeated 
and  retreating  until  after  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  and  that  then 
one  of  them  was  free  in  making  the  confession. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  cavalry  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
battle-field  of  Monday,  30th. 
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I have  great  aversion  to  appearing  in  the  newspapers  and  still 
greater  to  subjecting  myself  even  to  the  imputation^ of  drawing  invidi- 
ous comparisons.  I trust  I will  not  be  so  judged.  * As  you  deem  the 
facts  within  my  knowledge  of  importance  to  you  I give  them,  with  full 
authority  to  use  as  you  see  proper. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  K.  Pv.  COBB, 

• Colonel  Georgia  Legion.- 

[Inclosure  No.  10. J 

Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,. 

August  14,  1862.. 

Hon.  GeorGtE  W.  Eandolph,  Sec’y  of  War^  Richmond,  Ya.  : 

Sir:  I have  the  hondr  to  transmit  the  report  of  Major-General  Ma- 
gruder  and  the  officers  of  his  command  of  the  operations  in  the  late 
engagements  around  Eichmond.  At  the  request  of  General  Magruder 
I forward  the  report  without  the  delay  which  would  necessarily  attend  its 
accompanying  my  own,  which,  for  the  want  of  the  reports  of  other  division 
commanders,  I am  unable  to  submit.  I have  only  been  able  to  give  it 
a cursory  examination,  and  to  append  such  remarks  as  were  suggested 
in  its  perusal.  General  Magruder  appears  to  have  greatly  exerted  him- 
self to  accomplish  the  duty  devolved  on  him,  and  I can  bear  testimony 
to  the  uniform  alacrity  he  displayed  in  its  execution. ♦ He  had  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  I know.  I regretted  at  the  time,  and  still 
regret,  that  they  could  not  have  been  more  readily  overcome.  I feel  as- 
sured, however,  that  General  Magruder  intentionally  omitted  nothing 
that  he  could  do  to  insure  success. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

’Remarhs  on  the  report  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Banhhead  Magruder  of  the  recent 
operations  of  his  command  near  Richmond.  ^ 

1.  General  Magruder  is  under  a misapprehension  as  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  troops  operating  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ohickahominy 
from  those  under  himself  and  General  Huger  on  the  south  side.  He 
refers  to  this  subject  on  pages  2,  3,  4,  5,  ,6,  and  7 of  his  report.*  The 
troops  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river  were  only  separated  until  we  suc- 
ceeded in  occupying  the  position  near  what  is  known  as  New  Bridge, 
which  occurred  before  12  m.  on  Friday,  June  27,  and  before  the  attack 
on  the  enemy  at  Gaines’  Mill.  From  the  time  we  reached  the  position 
referred  to  I regarded  communications  between  the  two  wings  of  our 
army  as  re-established.  The  bridge  referred  to  and  another  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile  above  were  ordered  to  be  repaired  before  noon 
on  Friday,  and  the  New  Bridge  was  sufficiently  rebuilt  to  be  passed  by 
artillery  on  Friday  night,  and  the  one  above  it  was  used  for  the  pas- 
sage of  wagons,  ambulances,  and  troops  early  on  Saturday  morning. 
Besides  this,  ail  other  bridges  above  New  Bridge  and  all  the  fords  above 
that  point  were  open  to  us. 

2.  Major-General  Huger’s  division  was  ordered  to  move  on  Sunday 
by  the  Charles  City  road.  It  was  not  intended  or  directed  to  move  by 
the  Williamsburg  road,  as  General  Magruder  seems  to  have  understood 
me  to  say  on  Sunday,  June  29.  (See  report,  page  8.) 
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3.  General  Magruder  sent  a member  of  his  staff*  to  me  on  Sunday, 
when  he  had  reached  Fair  Oaks,  and  requested  to  be  re-enforced,  saying 
that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  his  front  and  advancing  upon  him.  I 
directed  two  of  General  Huger’s  brigades  to  be  diverted  from  the 
Charles  City  road,  by  which  they  were  then  advancing,  and  moved  to 
the  Williamsburg  road,  to  support  General  Magruder.  They  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  return  to  their  original  line  of  march,  there  being 
found  no  need  of  them  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  (See*report,  page  11.) 

4.  The  report  sent  to  General  Magruder  by  General  Jones  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  informed  the  latter  that  he  could  not  co-operate  with 
him,  having  been  ordered  on  other  duty,  originated  in  some  mistake, 
and  General  Magruder  was  advised  of  the  error  as  soon  as  it  came  to 
my  knowledge.  (See  page  14.) 

5.  General  Magruder  is  under  a misapprehension  as  to  the  with- 
drawal of  any  part  of  the  force  with  which  he  was  to  operate.  (See 
page  14.)  The  misapprehension  arose  from  a misunderstanding,  before 
referred  to,  as  to  the  road  by  which  General  Huger  was  to  march  ou 
Sunday,  June  29,  and  from  the  erroneous  report  with  regard  to  a 
change  in  General  Jackson’s  movements,  just  alluded  to. 

G.  General  Magruder  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  troops  under  General 
Longstreet  Monday  night,  June  30,  after  the  latter  had  been  operat- 
ing all  day,  had  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  won  the  position  contended 
for.  Many  prisoners  had  already  been  brought  in,  among  them  Gen- 
eral McCall,  and  the  battle  was  over.  No  enemy  was  known  to  be  in 
position  that  night,  and  our  troops  were  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  battle-field.  One  of  the  objects  of  bringing  up  General  Magruder 
was  to  have  fresh  troops  to  discover  the  eneuiy.  (See  report,  page  25.) 

7.  The  note  referred  to  by  General  Magruder,  as  received  from  Col- 
onel Chilton,  directing  him  to  press  the  enemy  on  his  right,  and  inform-^ 
ing  him  that  General  McLaws’  division  had  gone  in  fresh  (see  'page 
39)  was  written  after  General  Magruder  had  sent  to  me  for  re-enforce- 
ments  by  one  of  his  staff*.  I was  with  General  McLaws  at  the  time, 
and  on  receiving  the  application  ordered  General  McLaws  to  advance  * 
with  his  division.  General  Magruder  was  directed  to  press  the  enemy 
on  his  right  because  I thought  he  was  tending  too  much  to  the  left. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

{Indorsement.] 

Read  and  respectfully  returned.  The  objections  to  the  report  of 
General  Magruder  indicate  that  General  Lee  will  give  a diff*erent  aspect 
to  the  affairs  noted  in  this  report. 

J.  D.  [DAVIS.J 

[Inclosure  No.  11.] 

Richmond,  Ya.,  September  5,  1862. 

Statement  of  General  Magruder  on  General  Lee’s  remarks  on  General  Ma- 

gruder’s  report  of  his  operations  about  Richmond  in  the  order  of  those 

remarks. 

Remark  No.  1. — New  Bridge  was  finished  on  Friday  evening,  the  27th, 
instead  of  Saturday  evening,  June  28.  I wrote  from  memory  in  refer- 
ence to  the  time  of  its  being  finished.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  the 
•bridge  three-quarters  of  a mile  above  was  attempted  to  be  crossed  by 
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troops  (I  think  Ransom’s  brigade)  on  Saturday  morning  from  the 
south  to  the  north  side;  but  that,  finding  the  bridge,  on  the  approach 
to  it,  difficult,  they  came  down  and  crossed  at  New  Bridge  the  same 
morning.  My  statement  in  regard  to  these  bridges  was  not  intended 
as  a criticism  on  General  Lee’s  plan,  but  to  show  the  position  of  the 
troops,  with  a view  to  the  proper  understanding  of  my  report,  and  to 
prove  that  the  enemy  might  have  reasonably  entertained  a design,  after 
concentrating  his  troops,  to  march  on  Richmond. 

Remarh  Ro.  2. — I learn  since  making  my  report,  from  Major-General 
Huger,  that  he  was  ordered  to  move  on  Sunday  by  the  Charles  City 
road,  and  not  by  the  Williamsburg  road,  as  I then  understood.  He 
informed  me  also,  however,  that  the  two  brigades  sent  at  my  request 
down  the  Williamsburg  road  did  not  delay  his  operations  against  the 
enemy,  as  they  reached  the  rest  of  his  command  sent  on  the  Charles 
City  road  before  they  were  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

The  same  statement  applies  to  remark  No.  3. 

Remark  No.  4. — The  mistake  alluded  to  by  General  Lee  in  this 
remark  originated  from  an  order  from  the  latter  to  General  Jackson. 
I was  not  advised  of  the  error  in  this  case  until  about  dark  on  the  same 
day,  near  the  close  of  the  action  at  Savage  Station.  I had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  mistake  or  error,  however,  as  I gave  no  orders  to  General 
Jackson,  who  ranked  me. 

Remark  No.  0. — I made  no  claim  in  my  report  to  any  participation 
in  General  Longstreet’s  fight  on  Monday  evening,  but  merely  obeyed 
orders  in  relieving  General  Longstreet’s  troops  on  his  battle-field. 
Col.  Goode  Bryan,  of  tlie  Sixteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  reported  to  me, 
however,  that  the  enemy  was  just  in  front  of  that  position  at  3.30 
o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Remark  No.  7. — This  seems  to  require  no  explanation.  I reported 
the  order  from  Colonel  Chilton  as  one  of  the  series  directing  the  attack. 
This  order  was  obeyed,  as  were  all  the  others. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted  as  a part  of  my  report. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major- General j &c. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  12.] 

A list  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  f and  privates  reported  by  their 

respective  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders  as  having  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  battles  around  Richmond,  under  command 

of  Major-General  Magruder,  and  not  mentioned  in  the  body  of  his  report, 

MAJOR-GENERAL  M’LAWS’  DIVISION. 

Staff. — Major  Goggin,  acting  adjutant  and  inspector-general;  Captain 
King  and  Lieutenant  Tucker,  aides-de-camp;  Major  McLaws,  chief 
quartermaster,  and  Major  Edwards,  chief  commissary. 

Brigadier-General  Kershaw^ s brigade. 

Staff. — Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant- general ; Lieut.  A.  E. 
Doby,  aide-de-camp ; Lieut.  W.  M.  Dwight,  acting  adjutant  and  inspector 
general,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Myers,  acting  aide-de-camp. 

Colonel  Henagan,  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers; 
Colonel  Kennedy,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodwyn,  and  Major  Gaillard, 
Second  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers ; Colonel  Nance  and  Major 
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Eiitberford,  Third  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers;  Colonel  Aiken 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  Seventh  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Vol- 
unteers; Major  McLeod ; »Capt.  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  Third  Eegiment 
South  Carolina  Volunteers;  Lieut.  H.  C.  Johnston,  Third  Eegiment 
Alabama  Volunteers,  acting  voluntarily;  Adjutant  Childs  and  Ser- 
geant-Major Stallworth,  Seventh  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers; 
Sergeant  Harley,  color-bearer,  Second  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Vol- 
unteers, and  Corporal  Blakely,  Third  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers. 

Brigadier- General  Semmes’  brigade. 

Staff. — Captain  Clemons,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Captains  Briggs 
and  E.  L,  Costin,  aides-de-camp ; Lieutenants  Cody  and  Eedd,  volun- 
teer aides-de-camp;  Surgeon  Gilmore;  Major  Eelson,  and  Lieut.  Paul 
Hamilton,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JONES’  DIVISION. 

Staff. — Captain  Latrobe,  acting  adjutant  and  inspector  general;  Cap- 
tain Ford,  aide-de-camp;  Messrs.  Thurston  and  Jones,  volunteer  aides- 
de-camp;  Major  Garnett,  chief  of  artillery;  Caiitain  He  Laigle,  quar- 
termaster ; Major  Haskell,  commissary ; Surgeon  Barksdale,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Campbell,  engineer  department. 

Brigadier- General  Toombs^  brigade. 

Staff. — Captain  Hu  Bose,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Captain 
Troup,  aide-de-camp. 

Lieutenant  Cockrell,  Mnth  Georgia  Eegiment. 

Colonel  Anderson’’ s brigade. 

Staff. — Messrs.  T.  G.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Daniel,  of 
Georgia,  volunteer  aides-de-camp. 

Lieut.  C.  C.  Hardwick,  Eighth  Georgia  Volunteers;  Sergt.  W.  J. 
Garrett,  Company  M,  and  Corpl.  J.  C.  Camp,  First  Georgia  Eegulars ; 
Private  W.  L.  Morehead,  Company  I,  Seventh  Georgia  Volunteers, 
and  Private  D.  E.  Humphreys,  Company  C,  Eleventh  Georgia  Volun- 
teers. 

[Inclosure  No.  13.] 

Eichmond,  Va.,  August  4,  1862. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  as  to  whether  I saw  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder 
during  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  (July  1)  and  what  I noticed  of  his 
deportment^  &c.,  on  that  occasion,  I have  to  say — 

I saw  him  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  engagement  about  the 
time  of  its  opening  and  spoke  to  him.  Eoticed  nothing  unusual  in 
his  manner  or  deportment,  except  the  expression  of  anxiety  in  the 
bringing  up  and  disposition  of  some  troops  just  then  going  into  the 
fight.  His  manner  seemed  to  me  deliberate  and  earnest.  I saw  him 
again  after  the  lapse  of  a couple  of  hours.  His  manner  betrayed  to 
me  no  excitement  or  want  of  self-possession  beyond  the  ordinary  ex- 
citement of  the  battle-field.  1 saw  no  disposition  on  his  part  to  screen 
himself  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  On  the  contrary,  heard  remarks  about 
his  fearlessness. 
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Coucerning  his  coudition  in  reference  to  intoxication,  I can  say  most 
positively  that  if  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  I failed  entirely 
to  see  it,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  his  usual  appearance  and  manner 
(having  been  in  his  command  for  eight  months  and  seeing  him  very 
frequently  during  that  time),  had  he  been  laboring  under  such  influ- 
ences I must  have  noticed  it.  I saw  him  again  h i the  vicinity  of  the 
battle-field  after  the  engagement  was  over  (at  a house  just  in  tbe  rear) 
and  spent  some  little  time  with  him  there,  and  with  General  Cobb 
and  Colonel  Bryan  (Sixteenth  Georgia)  assisted  him  in  deciphering  a 
badly-written  order  by  candle-light,  and  noticed  his  calm  deportment 
then,  and  am  positive,  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  that  he  had  not 
even  taken  a drink — most  certainly  was  not  the  least  excited  from  any 
cause.  ' 

From  what  I saw  of  him  during  the  battle  he  seemed  vigilant  and 
energetic  and  prepared  to  execute  any  order  with  promptness  and  to 
have  a full  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of  his  position. 

E.  J.  ELDRIDGE,  / 

Surgeon  Sixteenth  Georgia  Regiment. 


[Inclosure  No.  14.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brihade,  Anderson’s  Division, 

August  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magrijder,  Richmond^  Ya.: 

General:  I am  very  sorry  that  the  language  used  in  my  report  is 
not  sufficiently  explicit  to  be  understood.  I could  not  have  meant 
that  I was  to  attack  upon  the  right,  center,  and  left,  when  it  was  stated 
that,  supported  by  General  Mahone,  I was  to  attack  upon  the  right.  A 
simultaneous  move  was  to  be  made  upon  the  center  and  left. 

If  I am  not  greatly  mistaken  General  Anderson’s  brigade,  supported 
by  another,  which  I do  not  now  recollect,  was  to  attack  upon  the  center, 
and  General  Ransom’s  brigade,  supported,  I think,  by  Olmstead’s 
[Armistead’s]  brigade,  was  to  attack  upon  the  left.  This  was  the  dis- 
position of  your  force  for  the  attack  that  I heard  dictated  by  yourself 
and  reduced  to  writing  and  made  out  by  one  of  your  staff. 

I was  only  called  upon  to  report  my  own  and  the  action  of  my 
brigade,  and  did  not  think  it  appropriate  or  proper  that  I should  make 
a report  of  any  other  movements  except  such  as  were  necessarily  con- 
nected with  my  own. 

I am  very  glad  to  find  that  our  loss  on  that  day  is  less  than  it  was 
thought  to  be.  I knew  the  enemy’s  loss  was  very  severe.  All  night 
long  he  had  large  parties  with  lanterns  picking  up  his  wounded  and 
dead.  These  came  within  a ver3^  few  paces  of  my  position,  and  I could 
ascertain  by  the  lights  they  bore  and  their  conversation  that  they  were 
engaged  in  removing  their  killed  and  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I perceive  that  my  report  says  I was 
ordered  to  attack  the  “ enemy’s  right.”  This  is  a mistake  of  my  clerk, 
who  cojiied  my  report.  The  original  draught  reads,  I was  ordered  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy  on  our  right,”  &c.  This  is  a serious 
error  in  the  copy  you  have,  and  may  be  also  in  the  one  sent  General 
Huger.  I shall  take  steps  to  have  it  corrected. 
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[In closure  No.  15.1 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Anderson’s  Division, 

August  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding^  &c.: 

General  : Yours  of  the  1st  instant,  calling  ray  attention  to  a certain 
paragraph  in  ray  report  to  you,  &c.,  duly  received,  and  but  for  indis- 
position it  would  more  promptly  have  had  my  attention.  I remember 
very  well  when  General  Barksdale,  with  one  regiment,  came  to  our 
support,  as  I do  also  the  appearance  of  troops  from  the  front  shortly 
after  our  forces  (Gene^l  Wright’s  and  my  own)  had  entered  the  en- 
gagement. But  it  is  not  my  prerogative  to  discuss  the  operations  of  the 
troops,  evei#if  they  had  all  fallen  under  my  own  eye.  I mean  no  re- 
flection by  this  allusion.  I am  glad  you  have  called  my  attention  to 
this  point  in  my  report,  for  I do  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  you  con- 
clude the.  cursory  reader  would  infer.  I prefer  and  ask  as  a matter  of 
gratification  to  my  paragraph  [sfc]  down  to  the  word  here,”  so  that  it 
will  then  begin  and  read  as  follows  : “ Here  for  about  two  hours  the  fire 
and  fury  of  battle  raged  with  great  obstinacy,”  &c.  I would  be  glad 
to  have  this  alteration  made  in  the  report  or  any  copy  of  it  you  have 
sent  forward  to  General  Lee. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Bri  gadier-  Genera  1. 

[Inclosure  No.  16.] 

E.  S.  Sweeney  testified  as  follows : 

That  he  was  a citizen  of  Henrico  County ; born  and  raised  at 
Sweeney’s  Tavern,  on  the  Charles  City  Eiver  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Quaker  road;  that  he  knew  the  country  in  that  neighborhood  inti- 
mately; had  Imnted  over  every  foot  of  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sweeney’s  Tavern ; that  when  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  lead  Major- 
General  Magruder’s  forces  into  the  Quaker  road  he  did  so  lead  them 
into  what  he  had  always  regarded  as  the  Quaker  road,  and  what  was 
commonly  known  as  and  called  the  Quaker  road  by  persons  living  in 
that  neighborhood  to  this  day ; that  this  was  the  only  road  known  by 
the  citizens  of  the  county  as  the  Quaker  road ; that  this  road  connects 
the  Long  Bridge  road  with  the  Charles  City  Eiver  road,  leaving  the 
former  near  Nathan  Darby’s  [Enroughty’s]  gate  and  entering  the  lat- 
ter near  the  gate  of  Curl’s  Neck  farm. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  certificate  of  E.  S.  Sweeney  having  been  boxed  up,  I certify  that 
the  above  is  a correct  version  of  E.  S.  Sweeney’s  statement. 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  17.]  • 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  2,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder  : 

General:  The  reports  of  the  operations  of  Generals  Longstreet’s 
and  A.  P.  Hill’s  divisions  in  the  late  battles  have  not  yet  been  sent  to 


CuAP.  XXIII.]  SEVEN  days’  BATTLES. 


685 


me.  My  recollection  is  that  General  Longstreet  did  send  yon  some 
brigades  on  Tuesday  evening.  General  A.  P.  Hill  is  not  liere,  being 
with  his  division  at  Gordonsville.  I will,  however,  refer  your  letter  to 
General  Longstreet,  who  was  the  superior  in  command  of  botli  divisions, 
and  can  give  the  requisite  information,  no  doubt,  of  the  operations  of 
both  on  the  evening  of  the  battle  near  Malvern  Heights. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

Ge7ieral. 


flnclosure  Xo.  18.] 


Maj.  Henky  Bryan  : 


June  19,  186L>. 


Major  : I think  that  I sent  yesterday  by  mistake  General  Magru- 
dePs  note  back  to  him,  instead  of  my  reply  to  it.  If  so,  tell  the  gen- 
eral that  I am  truly  sorry  for  it.  His  note"  embodied  sentiments  from 
which  I entirely  dissented,  but  the  kind  and  gentlemanly  character  of 
his  letter  called  for  a similar  reply.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  let 
me  know  where  McLaws  stays"?  Where  is  his  own  tent"?  I believe 
that  I know  the  position  of  his  troops. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- Geiiera  1. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  19.] 


June  28,  18G2. 

Major-General  Magruder  : 

My  second  note.  Seems  first  was  error,  the  men  turning  out  to  be 
your  own.  The  possession  of  that  point  would  seem  to  liberate  all  the 
forces  to  his  left,'gnarding  GarnetPs  plateau.  They  can  be  used  in  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  his  other  positions  We  shall  proceed  on  this  side. 
How  far  [does]  his  right  extend  up  the  Ohickahominy "?  Jackson’s  divis- 
ion is  at  Grapevine  Bridge;  Ewell  sent  to  Dispatch  Station.  I will  com- 
municate whenever  I can  discover  anything  of  importance ; you  do  the 
same,  and  operate  on  the  principle  before  established — to  hold  your  lines 
at  all  hazards,  defending  the  approaches  to  Richmond,  moviug  against 
the  enemy  whenever  yon  can  do  so  to  advantage. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (jleneral. 


[Inclosure  No.  20.] 

General  : General  Jackson  writes  at  11  p.  m.  that  he  is  working  at 
the  bridge,  and  would  attempt  an  advance  at  once  if  the  bridge  were 
passable.  The  enemy  must  have  withdrawn  the  battery  mentioned  by 
General  Jackson  this  morning.  General  Stuart  is  near  White  House, 
and  says  that  everything  there  was  burned  last  night;  the  enemy  be- 
fore him. 

Captain  White  reports  to  General  Ewell  that  the  enemy  near  Bot- 
tom’s Bridge  are  throwing  up  a redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  Williams- 
burg road  on  this  side.  General  Ewell  is  at  Dispatch  [Station],  and 
reports  that  the  enemy  has  one  field  work  on  railroad  bridge  and  a 
battery  on  railroad.  This  is  the  substance  of  General  Jackson’s  dis- 
patch. 

C.  MARSHALL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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[Inclosure  No.  21.]  , 

July  1,  1862. 

General  Huger  : , 

The  major-general  desires  that  you  will  immediately  put  your  divis-  I 

ion  which  was  not  engaged  on  Armistead^s  left,  as  Magruder  requires  ^ 
re-enforcements.  ■ 

By  order  General  Lee : ^ 

E.  H.  CHILTON,  j 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  ^ 

[Inclosure  No.  22.] 

July  1,  1862 — Night. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  : 

The  men  in  the  fight  are  so  entirely  disorganized,  arising  principally 
from  the  darkness,  that  not  an  organized  body  exists.  Pickets  are 
absolutely  necessary.  General  Wright  writes  that  the  battle-field  is  in 
our  possession  and  the  enemy  is  leaving,  but  says,  “For  God^s  sake 
relieve  us.”  This  must  be  done  at  once  by  fresh  troops.  Ours  have 
not  had  a morsel  to  eat  for  more  than  two  days.  General  Longstreet, 
whom  I relieved  last  night,  ought  to  send  a division  to  hold  the  field, 
place  pickets,  and  hold  the  woods.  We  may  reap  the  fruits  of  our 
devotion  yet  if  this  is  done.  I send  a courier,  who  will  lead  it  to  the 
battle-field. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^  d^c. 

f Inclosure  No.  23.] 

July  1, 1862. 

General:  No  troops  to  re-enforce  you  with  unless  Huger’s  division 
has  not  been  in,  [in]  which  case  you  will  call  upon  him  to  ascertain  his 
position.  He  is  ordered  to  take  position  to  the  left  of  Armistead. 
You  must  communicate  on  your  left  with  Jackson,  stating  your  condi- 
tion for  concert  of  action. 

Eespectfully, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  24.] 

General  : I am  still  on  the  battle-field  with  General  Mahone.  The 
enemy  are  rapidly  leaving.  Their  infantry  and  artillery  have  been 
liassing  off  for  more  than  two  hours.  My  brigade  is  cut  up  and  com- 
pletely scattered;  I have  few  left,  who  are  with  me.  We  could  not 
take  the  batteries.  General  Mahone  is  with  me  with  a portion  (very 
small)  of  his  brigade,  his  having  suffered  and  been  cut  up.  I have  also 
one  regiment  (Forty-ninth.  Colonel  Eamseur)  of  North  Carolina  troops, 
General  Eansom’s  brigade;  these  are  all  the  forces  here.  A great 
many  wounded  are  here.  General  Mahone  and  myself  are  about  to  put 
out  pickets,  but  for  God’s  sake  relieve  us  soon  and  let  us  collect  our 
brigades. 

A true  copy  of  letter  written  by  General  Wright  from  the  battle- 
field Tuesday  night,  July  1,  1862. 


A.  G.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure  Xo.  25.] 

Geueral  liausom  will  charge  the  battery  on  the  left.  General  Wright, 
supported  by  General  Mahone,  will  charge  the  battery  on  the  right. 
Brigadier-General  Jones,  with  Generals  Anderson’s  and  Toombs’  bri- 
gades, will  charge  the  battery  on  the  front.  General  Armistead  will 
hold  the  front  and  support  the  batteries. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magriider : 

J.  E.  BEYAN, 
Acting  Aide-de-Camp, 

[Inclosure  No.  26.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

June  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commanding  Division: 

General:  I regret  much  that  you  have  made  so  little  progress  to- 
day in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  reap  the  fruits  of  our 
victory  the  pursuit  should  be  most  vigorous.  I must  urge  you,  then, 
again  to  press  on  his  rear  rapidly  and  steadily.  We  must  lose  no  more 
time  or  he  will  escape  us  entirely. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General, 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  I learn  from  Major  Taylor  that 
you  are  under  the  impression  that  General  Jackson  has  been  ordered 
not  to  support  you.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  been  directed  to  do  sof 
and  to  push  the  pursuit  vigorously. 


Fairfield,  near  Eichmond,  Va., 

August  13,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

\ Mr.  President:  Having  learned  during  a personal  interview  with 
you  the  grounds  of  my  recall  (I  hope  temporarily)  from  my  late  com- 
mand, the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit 
through  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  a report  of  the  part  borne  by 
my  command  in  the  late  operations  about  Eichmond,  with  certified 
copies  of  orders  under  which  I acted.  A duplicate  has  been  sent  Gen- 
eral Lee. 

As  my  detention  has  given  rise  to  many  unfounded  rumors,  I cannot 
but  entertain  the  hope,  if  my  report  be  satisfactory,  that  I may  be 
restored  to  the  same  command,  this  being  the  speediest  way  to  repair 
injustice,  should  any,  in  your  judgment,  have  been  done  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDEE, 

, % Major- General^  &c. 

Fairfield  Eace-Course, 

August  16,  1862. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Sir:  I have  just  seen  Major-General  Huger,  who  informed  me  that 
1 was  mistaken  in  supposing  his  instructions  were  on  Sunday  to  march 
down  the  Williamsburg  road. 
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I was  imder  that  belief  from  the  beginuiog,  but  must  have  been  mis- 
taken, I suppose;  at  all  eveuts,  as  I determined  to  wait  for  Jackson’s 
.co-operation,  this  misunderstanding  produced  no  serious  delay,  and  I 
am  glad  to  learn  from  General  Huger,  who  is  present  as  I write  this, 
that  his  movements  down  the  Williamsburg  road  with  two  of  his  bri- 
gades on  Sunday  did  not  delay  the  progress  of  his  troops  on  the  Charles 
City  road,  as  the  brigades  from  the  Williamsburg  road  came  up  iu  time 
with  those  which  had  marched  without  delay  on  the  Charles  City  road. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDEB, 

Major-General. 


No.  272. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  David  B.  Jones,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  of  operations  June  21 -July  1,  including  the  battle  of  Gaines'’ 
Mill,  actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Fair 
OaJcs  Station  {Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm),  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Harrison’s  House,  July  28,  18G2. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  my  own  and  the  reports  of  bri- 
gade and  regimental  commanders  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in 
the  recent  actions,  &c.,  before  Richmond  Ya.  My  report  has  been 
hurriedly  prepared,  though  so  long  delayed,  as  for  some  time  past  I 
have  been  on  a court-martial,  which  has  occupied  much  of  my  time. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  JONES, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  D.  R.  Jones’  Division,  • 

July  28,  1862. 

Sir  : Pursuant  to  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  movements  and  engagements  of  the  division  under 
my  command  from  the  morning  of  June  27  to  the  termination  of  the 
action  of  July  1: 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  George 
T.  Anderson  commanding,  occupied  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price’s 
house.  The  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Toombs  commanding, 
was  stationed  in  rear  and  east  of  Mr.  James  Garnett’s  house.  These 
positions  had  been  held  continuously  since  the  3d  or  4th  of  June,  and 
that  around  Mrs.  Price’s  house  strongly  fortified  by  my  command  under 
a daily  harassing  fire  fiom  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

Early  on  the  27th  ultimo  it  was  observed  that  the  enemy  had  pushed 
his  picket  iline  into  the  wheat  field  in  front  of  Mr.  James  Garnett’s 
house,  and  was  constructing  a line  of  rifle  pits,  extending  from  the  old 
chimneys  toward  the  gate-])osts  in  the  farther  corner  of  the  field.  On 
his  right  he  had  a strong  line  of  pickets  thrown  out  a few  yards  in  ad- 
vance of  regiments  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  front  of 
General  Toombs’  right  regiment,  then  posted  in  a ravine  east  of  the 
Garnett  house.  The  nature  of  the  positions  brought  the  opposing  lines 
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in  such  close  contiguity  that  neither  could  adv^ance  their  pickets  more 
than  a few  yards  from  the  main  body.  Both  x)ositions  were  strong  for 
defense,  but  an  advance  from  either  was  hazardous  in  the  extreme. 

The  disposition  of  the  enemy  as  above  indicated  was  made  known 
to  Major-General  Magruder,  who  directed  me  in  the  forenoon  to  send 
two  12- pounder  howitzers,  of  Brown’s  battery,  with  a regiment  of  An- 
derson’s brigade  as  a support,  to  the  overseer’s  house,  equidistant  from 
Dr.  and  Mr.  James  Garnett’s,  and  to  send  two  other  regiments  of  the 
same  brigade,  as  a support  to  two  howitzers  which  he  had  instructed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  chief  of  artillery,  to  post  on. the  left  of  the 
Nine-mile  road.  This  being  done,  the  artillery  was  ordered  to  open 
upon  the  enemy  wherever  seen. 

His  working  parties  driven  in  and  his  supporting  troops  retired  from 
view,  the  enemy  opened  a terrible  artillery  hre  from  his  batteries  on  the 
right  of  the  Golding  house.  The  rest  of  Brown’s  battery,  two  smooth- 
bore 0- pounders  and  Lane’s  battery  of  six  guns,  were  sent  to  Brown’s 
assistance,  and  the  tire  was  kept  up  vigorously  for  about  twenty  minutes 
longer,  when  the  pieces  were  withdrawn  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee, 
agreeably  to  instructions. 

In  the  afternoon,  from  the  top  of  Mrs.  Price’s  house  I saw  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  great  force  across  the  Chickahominy,  ready  to  meet  the 
steadily  advancing  lines  of  General  Longstreet’s  command.  So  soon 
as  the  engagement  began  I directed  Captain  Dabney  to  open  with  his 
heavy  battery  of  one  32-pounder  Parrott  gun,  known  as  ‘‘  Long  Tom,” 
and  one  18-pounder  rifled  gun  upon  the  enemy’s  left  flank.  Notwith- 
standing the  necessity  of  indicating  the  direction  and  range  from  the 
house-top,  this  fire  was  continued  with  the  happiest  effect  until  night- 
fall. It  has  since  been  reported  to  me  that  an  officer  captured  from  one 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries  stated  that  the  fire  from  these  guns  was  most 
disastrous. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  Major-General  Magruder  notified  me  of  his 
intention  to  feel  the  enemy  along  his  entire  front  and  directed  me  to 
issue  the  necessary  orders  to  my  command. 

Near  sunset  he  further  directed  me  to  send  another  regiment  of  An- 
derson’s brigade  to  support  the  two  placed  in  position  in  the  forenoon 
on  the  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road.  The  fire  on  my  right  was  to  be  the 
signal  for  commencing  the  demonstration.  This  order  was  communi- 
cated to  Colonel  Anderson  verbally,  but  the  pickets  of  General  Toombs 
being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  and  believing  a serious 
engagement  with  his  brigade  would  be  the  result  of  this  movement,  I 
deemed  it  best  to  issue  to  him  the  following  order  in  writing,  first  sub- 
mitting it  to  General  Magruder,  who  approved  it : 

The  divisions  to  your  right  have  been  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  feel  the 
enemy  in  their  front  with  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow  up  to  the  utmost  any  advantage 
which  may  offer  or  success  which  may  ensue.  You  are  ordered  to  do  the  same,  taking 
as  your  signal  for  advance  the  commencemeiit  of  the  movement  on  your  right. 

Shortly  before  sunset  Lane’s  and  Woolfolk’s  batteries,  being  sta- 
tioned near  and  in  front  of  the  overseer’s  house,  opened  a brisk  fire  on 
the  enemy  for  some  ten  minutes,  drawing  upon  themselves  so  heavy  a 
fire  irom  the  enemy’s  well-protected  batteries  that  they  were  compelled 
to  withdraw,  not,  however,  until  the  enemy  in  their  camps  liad  suffered 
severely,  as  was  afterward  ascertained. 

The  expected  signal — firing  on  the  right — being  given  shortly  after, 
General  Toombs  advanced  seven  companies  of  the  Second  Georgia  Regi- 
ment toward  the  enemy’s  position,  but  beibre  these  could  be  deployed 
44  R R — VOL  XI,  PT  II 


690 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chai'.  XXTTI. 


they  were  met  with  a heavy  front  and  flank  fire  from  several  regiments. 
Unshaken  by  the  odds  before  them,  these  companies  gallantly  held  tlieir 
ground  and  replied  with  vigor.  The  Fifteenth  Georgia  Eegiment,  led 
by  the  intrepid  but  now  lamented  McIntosh,  rushed  promptly  to  the 
support,  and  the  fight  was  maintained  with  energy  until  the  enemy’s 
advance  was  checked  and  driven  back  and  his  firing  had  entirely 
ceased. 

The  two  regiments — Ninth  Georgia,  Colonel  [E.  A.]  Turnipseed,  and 
First  Georgia Eegulars,  Colonel  [William  J.]  Magill — detached  by  Gen- 
eral Magruder’s  order  in  the  forenoon,  advanced  into  the  woods  on  the  left 
of  the  Nine-mile  road,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and  meeting  a regiment 
of  the  enemy.  This  gallant  body  of  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  position  through  his  bivouac,  capturing  knapsacks,  canteens,  &c., 
and  only  halted  when  they  found  themselves  under  the  direct  fire  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries  and  beyond  the  support  of  our  lines  on  the  right. 
They  then  retired  on  the  main  body,  which  retained  its  position  under 
shelter  of  the  woods  until  withdrawn  at  midnight  by  General  Ma- 
gruder’s order. 

Saturday,  June  28,  going  to  General  Magruder’s  quarters  and  failing 
to  see  him,  I dispatched  Captain  Latrobe,  of  my  staff,  to  communicate 
with  General  Lee,  requesting  him  to  assist  in  a contemplated  attack  on 
the  enemy  in  my  front  by  placing  a battery  of  long-range  guns  so  as  to 
enfilade  his  position  from  across  the  Chickahomiuy.  Convinced,  from 
information  received  and  from  a personal  reconnaissance,  that  the 
enemy  were  about  to  evacuate,  1 directed  five  of  the  long-range  guns 
attached  to  my  command  to  open  fire  from  the  New  Bridge  road  on  the 
enemy,  fortified  at  or  near  Golding’s  house.  General  Toombs  being  in 
advance,  I directed  him  to  take  advantage  of  any  positive  retreat  of  the 
enemy  by  the  occupation  with  his  left  flank  of  the  redoubt  at  Gold- 
ing’s, opening  therefrom  upon  the  retreating  foe.  Having  ordered 
Brown’s  and  Moody’s  batteries  into  position  near  the  overseer’s  house 
and  made  other  necessary  dispositions  of  my  command,  I went  to  the 
batteries  on  the  road  to  direct  their  fire  and  watch  its  effect.  Observ- 
ing that  the  enemy  retreated  in  disorder  from  our  fire,  I dispatched 
Captain  Thurston,  of  my  stafi*,  to  notify  General  Toombs  of  this  fact  and 
to  order  Brown’s  and  Moody’s  batteries  to  open  upon  the  enemy’s  lines 
to  his  (Toombs’)  right,  and  went  myself  to  communicate  with  General 
Magruder,  on  my  way  to  whom  Captain  Thruston  reported  to  me  that 
upon  delivering  my  message  to  General  Toombs  he  had  been  sent  by 
him  to  order  Colonel  Anderson  to  advance  to  the  attack,  relying  upon 
him  (Toombs)  for  support,  and  that  Colonel  Anderson  had  at  once 
ordered  forward  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Eegiments.  Upon 
hearing  this,  and  meeting  General  Magruder,  I reported  it  to  him, 
who,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  General  Lee,  just  received 
through  Captain  Latrobe,  directed  me  to  countermand  the  movement 
at  once.  I dispatched  Captain  Ford,  of  my  staff,  with  this  order,  but 
not  in  time  to  stop  the  engagement,  which  had  already  begun. 

The  Seventh  and  Eighth  Eegiments,  with  that  impetuous  valor  ex- 
hibited on  other  fields,  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy,  facing  a hail  of 
grape,  canister,  and  musketry,  and  driving  him  from  his  intrenchments 
to  the  edge  of  the  Labor-in- Yain  Swamp.  Just  then,  as  General  Toombs 
had  ordered  his  regiments  to  advance  in  support,  the  order  of  recall  was 
received,  and  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  were  withdrawn  with  much  loss, 
leaving  the  chivalrous  Lamar  dangerously  wounded  on  the  field.  (See 
Anderson’s  report,  inclosed,  No.  279.) 

Sunday,  June  29,  obedient  to  orders  from  General  Magruder,  I ad- 
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vanced  across  the  Labor-in-Vain  Swamp,  through  the  camps  lately 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
Discovering  there  that  the  enemy^s  pickets  were  a short  distance  in 
front,  I directed  Colonel  Anderson  to  advance  the  First  Georgia  Eegu- 
lars  dei)loyed  as  skirmishers,  putting  the  remainder  of  his  command 
in  line  of  battle,  instructing  General  Toombs  to  form  his  line  on  the 
left  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson,  and  so  placing  the  two  brigades  en  echelon. 
Meanwhile  the  First  Georgia  Eegulars,  having  advanced  about  400 
yards,  came  upon  the  enemy’s  picket  line  and  drove  it  back  to  the  main 
body  of  his  rear  guard,  which  was  in  position,  with  sev^eral  pieces  of 
artillery,  in  a field  beyond.  Finding  my  command  in  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Magruder’s  division,  which  was  to  move  on  my  right,  and  without 
support  on  my  left.  General  Jackson  not  having  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  I halted  my  command,  and  directed  Hart’s  battery,  attached 
to  Anderson’s  brigade,  and  Moody’s  battery,  attached  to  Toombs’  bri- 
gade, to  reply  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  my  skirmishers  meanwhile 
keeping  up  a brisk  exchange  of  fire.  This  was  continued  until  he  with- 
drew. On  notification  from  General  Magruder  I advanced  until  my 
left  had  passed  Mickey’s  farm  and  my  right  had  come  in  view  of  the 
enemy  at  Savage  Station,  when  Colonel  Anderson,  by  my  order,  opened 
with  his  artillery,  to  wit,  two  pieces  of  Hart’s  battery,  compelling  the 
retreat  out  of  view  of  the  enemy’s  infantry.  The  engagement  begin- 
ning on  the  right  about  this  time,  I caused  Colonel  Anderson  to  change 
front  to  the  right,  so  as  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear,  should  he 
advance  on  General  Cobb’s  position.  Scarcely  had  this  disposition  been 
made  when  orders  were  received  from  General  Magruder,  through 
Lieutenant  Bryan,  a member  of  his  staff,  to  fall  back  to  the  railroad 
bridge  with  my  whole  command  to  support  the  right  of  his  line.  Two 
guides  were  sent  at  the  same  time  to  conduct  me  to  the  position  desig- 
nated. This  order  I obeyed ; but  failing  to  find  General  Magruder, 
my  men  were  bivouacked  near  the  railroad  in  a drenching  rain  about 
10  p.  m. 

I cannot  close  my  report  of  this  day’s  operations  without  expressing 
my  very  great  satisfaction  with  the  admirable  manner  with  which  the 
First  Georgia  Eegulars  acquitted  itself  of  the  arduous  duties  assigned 
it.  Deployed  in  full  as  skirmishers  nearly  the  whole  day  in  advance 
of  the  entire  division,  it  preserved  its  alignment  through  woods  and 
over  every  obstacle,  and  when  in  immediate  conflict  with  the  enemy 
behaved  with  a steadiness  and  coolness  which  exhibited  the  excel- 
lence of  its  discipline,  the  efficiency  of  its  officers,  and  the  courage  of 
the  men  composing  it. 

Monday,  June  30,  at  8 a.  m.,  according  to  orders,  I marched  with  my 
command  to  General  Longstreet’s  position  beyond  New  Market,  on  the 
Darby  town  road,  a march  of  over  eighteen  hours’  duration,  reaching 
and  occupying  the  field  of  Monday’s  battle  with  my  exhausted  troops 
between  2 and  3 a.  m.  of  Tuesday,  July  1. 

About  7 a.  m.,  by  direction  of  General  Magruder,  my  command,  in 
conjunction  with  other  troops,  advanced  as  far  as  the  Willis  Church 
road,  where  many  prisoners  were  captured.  In  obedience  to  orders, 
about  10  a.  m.  my  troops  were  withdrawn  from  this  position,  marched 
back  on  tlie  Darbytown  road  some  3 or  4 miles,  counter-marched,  and 
finally  halted  some  2 miles  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  in  the 
morning. 

Between  2 and  3 p.  m.,  under  orders  from  Major-General  Longstreet, 
Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  the 
road  leading  to  Crew’s  farm,  and  immediately  in  rear* of  the  position 
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occupied  by  General  Cobb.  General  Toombs  was  stationed  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson.  In  an  hour  or  two,  under  orders  from 
General  Magruder,  sent  through  Captain  Coward,  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
Anderson  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  General  Cobb,  who  had  just 
gone  to  the  support  of  General  Armistead,  General  Toombs  occupying 
Colonel  Anderson^s  position.  Hardly  was  this  change  made,  when 
Anderson  was  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb.  Having  no  instructions  to  the  contrary.  Colonel  Anderson  ad- 
vanced upon  the  front,  occupied  by  General  Cobb,  over  broken  ground 
and  into  a dense  swamp.  Under  orders  from  General  Magruder  and 
the  direction  of  Captain  Coward  the  brigade  changed  front  to  the  left 
and  advanced  in  line  of  battle  through  the  swamp,  followed  closely  by 
that  of  General  Toombs,  who  took  position  uiion  his  (Anderson’s)  left, 
and  under  repeated  orders  from  General  Magruder  both  brigades  were 
hurried  through  the  swamp,  the  difficulties  of  which,  or  the  fearful  fire 
of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  exaggerated.  Owing  to  less  distance  General 
Toombs  reached  the  plateau  first,  and  advanced  directly  toward  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  in  open  view,  some  600  or  700  yards  ahead  and 
slightly  to  the  left.  To  that  point  everything  tended,  my  own  com- 
mand as  well  as  others  already  on  the  field,  soon  bringing  the  different 
troops  in  contact  and  under  the  terrific  fire  of  the  enemy,  causing  par- 
tial confusion,  to  avoid  which,  and  erroneously  thinking  I had  so  or- 
dered it,  Toombs’  brigade  obliqued  to  the  left,  crossed  the  road,  getting 
out  of  my  control.  These  movements  had  been  made  under  a murder- 
ous fire,  which  these  brave  troops  endured  without  the  opportunity  of 
returning  a shot.  For  the  further  movements  of  this  brigade  I have 
to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  General  Toombs,  herewith  inclosed.  Col- 
onel Anderson,  coming  up  in  line  with  and  to  the  right  of  General 
Toombs,  struck  the  ridge  at  a point  where  it  fell  rapidly  away  from 
his  front  toward  the  right,  causing  the  two  regiments  on  his  left  to 
mount  the  ridge,  while  the  balance  of  his  brigade  was  in  the  bottom. 
To  remedy  this  and  to  advance  with  his  whole  command  in  line  he 
halted,  and  retired  the  two  regiments  in  advance,  so  as  to  bring  his 
brigade  parallel  with  the  edge  of  the  plateau.  Before  this  change  of 
front  was  completed  three  of  his  regiments,  mistaking  some  order  for 
that  to  advance,  rushed  forward,  coming  under  a deadly  cross  fire  of 
artillery  and  suffering  severe  loss. 

Mgh’t  had  now  closed  in,  and  convinced  that  further  attempts  would 
be  unavailing,  this  command  was  kept  under  the  crest,  in  order  to  repel 
any  advance  of  the  enemy.  Kemaining  in  this  position  until  about  11 
o’clock,  and  there  being  no  water  convenient  to  the  men,  in  the  absence 
of  other  instructions  I withdrew  the  command  to  the  position  occupied 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

Before  closing  this  report  I desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  brave  and 
soldierly  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  Especially 
are  my  thanks  due,  for  prompt,  cheerful,  and  efficient  service,  to  the 
members  of  my  staff.  Captain  Coward,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
rendered  valuable  assistance  to  me  throughout,  and  in  Tuesday’s  battle 
most  gallantly  went  into  action  in  lead  of  one  of  my  brigades. 

Captain  Latrobe,  acting  adjutant  and  inspector  general;  Captain 
Ford,  aide-de-camp,  and  Captains  Thurston  and  Jones,  volunteer  aides, 
the  former  (Captain  Thurston)  in  charge  of  ordnance  trains,  displayed 
courage  and  coolness.  Captain  Ford  accompanying  a portion  of  my 
command  in  the  charge  on  Tuesday. 

Lieutenant  Campbell,  engineer  officer,  attached  to  my  staff,  superin- 
tended the  construction  of  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price’s  house  and 
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was  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  accompanying  Toombs’ 
brigade  in  its  charge  on  Tuesday. 

Maj.  John  J.  Garnett,  my  chief  of  artillery,  was  most  efficient  in  the 
discharge  of  his  important  duties. 

Captain  De'Laigle,  when  not  necessarily  absent  in  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  division  quartermaster,  was  of  much  service  to  me  as  an  aide. 

Major  Haskell,  division  commissary,  volunteered,  with  Captain  La- 
trobe,  to  carry  to  General  Longstreet,  across  the  Chickahominy,  infor- 
mation of  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  Friday,  the  27th,  remaining 
with  that  general  at  his  suggestion.  He  fell,  dangerously  wounded, 
while  leading  a regiment  to  the  charge. 

Surgeon  Barksdale,  division  surgeon,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient 
management  of  all  pertaining  to  his  department,  deserves  all  praise. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows : 


Killed. 

1 

I 

Missing. 

Total. 

Infantry 

100 

3 

103 

697 

11 

708 

21 

818 

14 

832 

Artillery 

Total 

21 

For  a detailed  list  of  casualties  I refer  you  to  the  inclosed  report.* 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  JONES, 

Brig  ad  ier- General^  Commanding, 

Capt.  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  273. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  J.  Garnett,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  actions  at  Gar- 
ners and  Golding^s  Farms,  engagement  at  Fair  OaJcs  Station  (Peach 
■ Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm),  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


Camp  near  Eichmond,  Ya., 

July  23,  1862. 

Gi»fERAL:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  artillery  attached  to  your  division  in  the  engagements  of 
June  27,  28,  and  29,  and  July  1. 

There  were  attached  Captains  Moody  and  Woolfolk  to  General 
Toombs’  brigade,  and  Captains  Brown  and  Hart  to  Colonel  Anderson’s. 

On  Friday,  June  27,  Captain  Brown,  with  two  12-pounder  howitzers, 
was  ordered  to  a position  on  the  crest  of  a hill  near  Mr.  James  Gar- 
nett’s house,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  enemy  near  Golding’s  house. 

At  10  o’clock  these  two  pieces  opened  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
earthworks  he  was  about  throwing  up  some  500  yards  in  front.  No 
sooner  had  Captain  Brown  opened  than  the  enemy  replied  from  several 
batteries  of  long-range  guns.  The  two  6-pounder  guns  of  Captain 
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Brown’s  battery  and  the  six-gun  battery  of  Captain  Lane,  then  tempo- 
rarily under  my  command,  were  ordered  to  the  front.  This  addition 
gave  me  nine  guns  (one  of  the  howitzers  of  Captain  Brown  having  been 
disabled  by  the  wedging  of  a shell  in  the  bore),  replying  to  a much 
greater  number  of  supeiior  guns  along  the  enemy’s  front.  After  test- 
ing fully  the  enemy’s  strength,  so  far  as  his  artillery  was  concerned, 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  Lee,  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Magruder’s  corps, 
concluding  that  the  contest  was  too  unequal  to  be  longer  continued, 
ordered  the  batteries  to  retire. 

In  this  action  Captain  Brown  lost  Corpl.  Charles  W.  Lucas  killed, 
Sergt.  G.  W.  Beard,  Privates  G.  T.  Tinder  and  Benjamin  Lucas 
wounded,  and  2 horses  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  them  on  the  field.  Captain  Lane’s  battery  distinguished  itself 
for  the  accuracy  of  its  fire  and  the  coolness  and  courage  of  the  officers 
and  men.  His  report  was  made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee. 

On  the  28th  Captain  Brown  was  ordered  to  take  the  same  position 
occupied  on  the  27th.  Captain  Moody’s  battery  was  ordered  to  his 
support.  Captain  Brown  was  the  first  to  fire,  to  whom  the  enemy  did 
not  reply.  Soon  after,  however,  when  Captain  Moody  opened,  he  was 
replied  to  by  an  enfilading  battery,  unmasked  on  the  right  during  the 
previous  night,  and  about  two  batteries  in  front.  This  engagement 
lasted  about  two  hours,  when  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  retire. 
Captain  Brown  was  again  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  his  gallant  second 
lieutenant  (Kerns),  who  fell  nobly  doing  his  duty.  Private  J.  W. 
Clarke  was  slightly  wounded  and  1 horse  was  killed.  Captain  Moody’s  • 
loss  consisted  of  the  wounding  of  Lieut.  Daniel  O.  Merwin  (right  arm 
shattered)  and  Private  Kennedy  (wounded  in  both  feet)  and  1 horse 
killed  and  3 badly  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  after  passing  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile.  Captain  Hart’s  battery  of  six  guns  was  placed 
in  position  to  shell  the  woods  in  advance  of  the  line  of  skirmishers  of 
Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade.  The  enemy  opened  a very  brisk  fire  in 
reply,  when  I placed  Captain  Moody’s  battery  in  position  to  the  left  of 
the  one  occupied  by  Captain  Hart,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy 
through  an  opening  in  the  woods,  where  their  battery  was  supposed 
to  be  in  position.  This  skirmish  was  of  very  short  duration. 

Captain  Moody  had  1 private  wounded  and  1 horse  killed  and  several 
wounded. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Captains  Brown  and  Hart 
proceeded  to  positions  near  the  railroad,  where  Captain  Hart  placed  his 
two  Blakely  guns  in  position,  and  did  handsome  service  until  the  enemy 
opened  a plunging  fire  upon  him  from  superior  guns  and  superior  posi- 
tions, when  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire. 

In  the  two  engagements  of  this  day  Captain  Hart  lost — killed.  Private 
Henry  F.  Cohen  j mortally  wounded,  Daniel  M.  Shepherd  and  Charles 
Schroter ; severely  wounded,  Lieut.  J.  Cleveland,  Private  Porter,  and 
7 horses  killed  or  rendered  unserviceable. 

On  Monday  the  batteries  moved  with  the  division,  and  on  Tuesday 
none  were  engaged,  if  I except  Captain  Hart,  who  was  able  to  fire  but 
a few  rounds. 

Captain  Woolfolk  was  relieved  from  duty  with  General  Toombs’ 
brigade  on  Monday,  July  30,  and  was  engaged  only  on  Friday,  27th, 
when  he  behaved  very  handsomely  and  his  battery  did  excellent 
service. 

In  concluding  this  report  I cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men,  who,  when  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
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batteries  at  Garnett’s  farm  and  at  the  railroad,  showed  that  calmness  and 
intrepidity  characteristic  of  men  who  won  for  themselves  the  hearty 
well-done  ” of  their  commanders  at  Manassas  Plains.  I allude  partic- 
ularly to  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Wise  Artillery.  Captain  Hart  is  also 
entitled  to  the  highest  praise,  and  showed  himself  to  be  an  accomplished 
artillerist  as  well  as  a gallant  soldier. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHIS:  J.  GAKNETT, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Arty.,  First  Division,  Ar^ny  of  the  Potomac. 
General  D.  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  274. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Toombs,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Brigade,  of  the  action  at  Garnetfs  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Right  Wing,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

In  the  Field,  July  7,  1862. 

Captain  : In  pursuance  of  the  following  order — 

The  divisions  to  your  right  have  been  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  feel  the 
enemy  in  their  front  with  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow  up  to  the  utmost  any  advan- 
tage which  may  offer  or  success  which  may  ensue.  You  are  ordered  to  do  the  same, 
taking  as  your  signal  for  advance  the  commencement  of  the  movement  on  your  right — 

I placed  my  brigade  in  position  to  be  ready  to  advance  whenever  the 
signal  should  be  given. 

At  a few  moments  past  7 p.  m.  June  27  a heavy  firing  was  heard  on 
my  right  and  within  the  points  indicated  by  the  order,  leaving  no  doubt 
that  troops  on  the  right  had  met  and  engaged  the  enemy.  I immedi- 
ately ordered  Colonel  [Edgar  M.]  Butt,  with  seven  companies  of  the 
Second  Georgia  (about  250  muskets),  to  advance  and  take  position  in  the 
ravine  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  James  Gaines’  [Garnett’s]  house,  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  my  advanced  pickets.  He  had  not  finished  deploying 
his  line  before  the  enemy  (whose  pickets  being  in  sight  discovered  the 
movement)  opened  a very  heavy  fire  upon  him  from  three  regiments. 
It  was  returned  with  great  gallantry  and  effect  by  Colonel  Butt’s  com- 
mand, aided  by  the  pickets,  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  re-en- 
forced his  line  by  a large  force,  equal  at  least  to  a brigade,  and  brought 
an  additional  force  both  to  the  right  and  left  flank  of  Colonel  Butt’s 
position.  I then  ordered  forward  the  Fifteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  [W. 
M.]  McIntosh,  to  Colonel  Butt’s  support  in  the  ravine,  and  ordered  the 
Seventeenth  Georgia,  Colonel  [Henry  L.]  Benning,  on  the  left  flank,  and 
Colonel  [J.  B.]  Cumming,  of  the  Twentieth  Georgia,  on  the  right  flank. 
The  action  now  raged  with  great  violence  for  an  hour  and  a half,  the 
enemy  exhibiting  a determined  purpose  to  drive  us  out  of  the  position 
in  the  ravine;  but  finding  themselves  incapable  of  wrenching  it  from 
the  heroic  grasp  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  Georgia  V^olunteers,  were 
driven  back  and  repulsed  after  two  hours  of  fierce  and  determined  con- 
flict. Nothing  could  exceed  the  courage  and  good  conduct  of  the  two 
regiments  mainly  engaged.  The  Second  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
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about  one-balf  of  the  men  carried  into  action ; the  Fifteenth  went  in  to 
their  support  under  a severe  and  galling  fire  within  80  yards  of  their 
front,  and  gallantly  sustained  the  action  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
losing  71  men  out  of  about  300  carried  into  action,  including  their  chiv- 
alrous colonel,  McIntosh,  mortally  wounded ; Captain  Burch  and  Lieu- 
tenant Tilley,  killed  in  action;  and  many  other  valuable  officers  and  men 
of  both  regiments  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  a detailed  statement 
of  whom  has  heretofore  been  sent  in,  and,  if  practicable,  will  be  attached 
to  this  report. 

The  Seventeenth  and  Twentieth  Eegiments  both  acted  with  great 
promptness  and  firmness,  and  maintained  their  positions,  protecting 
my  flanks  during  the  action.  Just  before  the  conclusion  of  the  battle 
I apprehended  that  an  additional  regiment  would  be  needed  to  hold  the 
ravine  (which  I was  ordered  to  hold  on  any  terms),  and  sent  for  the 
Seventh  Georgia  Eegiment,  belonging  to  Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade, 
which  was  posted  on  my  right,  supporting  a battery.  They  promptly 
obeyed  the  order  and  came  at  double-quick  time  and  with  a cheer  to 
the  support  of  their  comrades,  and  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the 
Twentieth,  which  regiment  I intended  to  send  forward  in  case  of  need, 
holding  the  Seventh  to  support  the  right  flank,  but  before  any  change 
was  made  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  the  battle  was  over. 

I am  not  able  at  this  time,  from  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
report  is  made,  to  refer  particularly  to  minute  events  or  individual 
instances  of  good  conduct,  of  which  there  were  many,  but  I can  say 
with  the  utmost  candor  that  the  conduct  of  the  whole  brigade,  without 
an  individual  exception  as  far  as  I know,  was  excellent,  and  that  of  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth,  more  actively  engaged,  was  brilliantly^  heroic. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TOOMBS, 

Brig,  Oen.^  First  Brig.^  First  Biv.,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Capt.  A.  Coward, 

A.  A.  G.j  First  Division^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

In  the  Field,  near  W estover,  July  7,  1862. 

Captain:  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  1st  instant,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones,  I marched  my  brigade  and  formed 
it  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Eew  Market  road  immediately  in  front  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries.  Afterward^  according  to  additional  orders,  I 
advanced  it  to  a ravine  several  hundred  paces  in  front,  and  again  ad- 
vanced it  to  a position  in  the  woods  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Jones.  I was  or- 
dered to  advance  to  this  last  position  in  support  of  Colonel  Anderson’s 
and  General  Cobb’s  brigades  in  the  assault  on  the  batteries,  it  being  at 
the  same  time  stated  to  me  that  other  troops  would  be  in  advance  of 
these  brigades  in  the  assault. 

Accordingly  I advanced  rapidly  in  line  of  battle  through  the  dense 
woods,  intersected  by  ravines,  occasionally  thick  brier  patches  and  other 
obstructions,  guided  only  by  the  enemy’s  fire  in  keeping  the  direction, 
frequently  retarded  and  sometimes  broken  by  troops  in  front  of  me,  until 
the  command  reached  the  open  field  on  the  elevated  plateau  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  and  in  short  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  Here,  coming 
up  with  a portion  of  the  troops  which  1 was  ordered  to  support,  I 
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halted  my  line  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  it  and  of  allowing  many  of 
the  troops  whom  I was  to  support  to  xiass  me  and  form.  These  objects 
were  but  imperfectly  accomplished  by  me,  as  well  as  by  the  rest  of  the 
troops  within  my  view,  from  the  great  confusion  and  disorder  in  the 
field,  arising  much  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  over  which  they 
had  to  pass  and  in  iiart  from  the  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  canister  and 
shells  which  the  enemy’s  batteries  were  pouring  in  upon  them.  But 
having  accomplished  what  could  be  done  of  this  work  and  that  portion 
of  Colonel  Anderson’s  brigade  immediately  in  my  front  having  advanced 
farther  into  the  field,  I ordered  my  brigade  to  advance.  It  moved  for- 
ward steadily  and  firmly  until  it  came  up  with  the  trooiis  in  advance, 
who  had  halted.  I then  ordered  it  to  halt  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down,  which  they  did,  and  received  the  enemy’s  fire  for  a considerable 
time,  when  an  order  was  reiieated  along  my  line,  coming  from  my  left, 
directing  the  line  to  oblique  to  the  left.  This  order  I immediately  and 
promptly  countermanded  as  soon  as  it  reached  the  part  of  the  line  where 
I stood  and  arrested  it  in  part.  I saw  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
movement  was  to  throw  the  trooxis  into  the  woods  and  ravines  on  the 
left  of  the  plateau  and  necessarily  throw  them  into  great  confusion. 

Amid  the  turmoil  of  battle  it  was  difficult  to  trace  orders  to  their 
prox^er  source,  and,  an  erroneous  impression  prevailing  in  two  of  the 
regiments  that  the  order  came  from  General  Jones,  the  Twentieth  and 
Second  Georgia  Eegiments  and  a part  of  the  Fifteenth  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment  executed  it  and  marched  rapidly,  and  as  they  apx^roached  the 
woods  in  considerable  confusion  over  the  fence  into  the  road  and  woods, 
finding  that  a large  portion  of  the  command  had  under  this  mistake 
executed  the  movement,  and  a portion  of  my  right  (the  Seventeenth 
Georgia  Eegiment)  having  up  to  this  time  been  prevented  by  troops  in 
their  front  from  coming  up,  and  one  company  of  my  left  (Captain  Sage’s) 
having,  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  interposition  of 
other  troops,  been  x^re vented  from  getting  into  line  on  the  xilateau,  and 
seeing  the  importance  of  getting  my  command  together,  I ordered  those 
troops  whom  I had  prevented  from  executing  the  left  oblique  movement 
to  unite  with  the  command  on  the  left,  and  the  whole  to  form  them- 
selves and  await  further  orders  and  events. 

I then  x>assed  down  my  right  to  x>nt  them  also  in  position.  A x^or- 
tion  only  of  it  had  emerged  from  the  woods  and  were  ordered  in  po- 
sition. Passing  up  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I ordered  such  of  the  broken 
parties  as  had  been  separated  from  their  commands  by  the  troops  re- 
tiring from  their  front  to  join  their  command  on  the  left,  and  failing  to 
find  the  balance  of  the  Seventeenth  and  the  missing  company  of  the 
Twentieth,  I remounted  and  passed  down  my  left,  which,  together  with 
the  rest  of  the  command  which  had  joined  them,  were  under  the  di- 
rection of  my  adjutant.  Captain  Du  Bose,  and  Major  Alexander,  and  my 
aide.  Captain  Troup.  They  had  formed  in  part  on  the  road  to  the  left 
of  the  plateau  and  in  the  woods  and  ravines  in  the  rear  thereof,  seek- 
ing such  protection  as  the  ground  afforded,  they  being  under  a severe 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery. 

The  stream  of  fugitives  was  x)ouring  back  over  my  line,  frequently 
breaking  it  and  carrying  back  with  them  many  of  the  men.  I imme- 
diately began  passing  up  and  down  my  lines  and  in  the  rear,  ordering 
and  bringing  back  those  who  had  thus  been  swept  away,  but  it  fre- 
quently happened  in  bringing  them  back  the  positions  of  those  they  had 
left  had  been  changed  by  the  same  and  other  causes  and  left  them  out 
of  their  proper  xiositions.  I continued  these  efforts  until  all  the  troops 
in  my  front  on  the  plateau  had  disaxipeared,  my  own  regiments  mostly 
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separated,  and  maintaining  regimental  or  company  organizations  under 
such  cover  as  the  ground  afforded. 

The  cannonading  still  continued,  and  supposing  that  whenever  it 
ceased  the  enemy  would  charge,  I devoted  my  time  to  gathering  up 
and  forming  my  troops  to  be  prepared  for  the  charge.  This  work  was 
exceedingly  difficult,  as  it  had  become  dark,  and  many  brigades  were 
mixed  up  in  the  woods  and  roads  on  this  part  of  the  battle-field.  In 
the  mean  time  General  Kershaw  came  into  the  field  with  his  brigade 
near  one  of  my  regiments  (the  Second  Georgia),  which  still  remained  in 
very  good  order,  and  my  adjutant,  Captain  Du  Bose,  proposed  to  him  to 
unite  that  and  some  other  comiianies  of  other  regiments  with  his  com- 
mand in  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  batteries,  to  which  he  assented,  and 
this  command,  under  Colonels  Butt  and  Holmes,  accompanied  by  Cap- 
tain Du  Bose  and  Major  Alexander  (my  quartermaster,  who  acted  as 
one  of  my  aides  on  the  field),  advanced  with  General  Kershaw’s  brigade 
beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods  into  the  open  field,  but,  under  the  destruc- 
tive fire  of  the  enemy’s  cannon  and  small-arms,  wavered  and  fell  back 
into  the  road  skirting  the  pine  thicket.  It  was  during  this  charge 
(which  was  also  participated  in  by  part  of  the  Twentieth  Georgia) 
that  the  heroic  Colonel  Butt  (colonel  of  the  Second  Georgia)  fell,  and 
the  command  devolved  upon  the  gallant  Colonel  [William  E.]  Holmes, 
lieutenant- colonel  of  the  regiment.  In  this  position  in  the  road  this 
portion  of  the  command  remained  for  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when 
a heavy  musketry  fire  was  poured  into  them  from  the  left  flank,  and 
they  retreated  in  disorder.  Captain  Du  Bose,  Major  Alexander,  and 
Captain  Troup,  of  my  staff*,  were  on  this  part  of  the  road,  and  used 
their  best  exertions  in  rallying  the  troops,  and  succeeded  in  joining  me 
with  about  200  men. 

After  these  disasters,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not  charge  and 
that  the  troops  were  generally  in  disorder  and  there  not  being  an  or- 
ganized body  of  troops  on  the  plateau  in  front,  I gathered  up  my  com- 
mand and  marched  it  back  to  the  road  where  we  entered  the  battle, 
and  encamped  them  as  near  thereto  as  the  convenience  of  water  would 
allow. 

In  all  of  these  movements,  and  especially  during  the  time  my  brigade 
occupied  the  open  plateau  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  my  losses 
were  very  severe,  the  total  being  194  in  killed  and  wounded  out  of 
about  T,200  carried  into  action,  a report  of  which  has  heretofore  been 
forwarded  to  you,  and  a more  detailed  one  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  made  out,  the  wounding  of  two  of  my  regimental  adjutants 
and  the  sickness  of  another  and  constant  marches  since  having  retarded 
the  work  lam  happy  to  add  that  the  disorders  which  did  arise  were 
due  rather  to  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  nature  of  the  attack 
than  from  any  other  cause,  and  that  as  far  as  my  observation  went  thej^ 
extended  to  all  troops  engaged  on  the  plateau  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  This  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at  reveille  next  morn- 
ing over  800  of  my  command  answered  to  their  names  at  roll-call,  leav- 
ing under  200  unaccounted  for,  many  of  whom  soon  made  their  appear- 
ance. 

I consider  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  highly  praiseworthy 
and  honorable  to  themselves  and  the  army. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TOOMBS, 

Brig.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Jteport  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Holmes Second  Georgia  Infantry^  of 
the  action  at  Garnett’s  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eeoiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

July  23,  18G2. 

Sir  : Pursuant  to  orders  received  of  this  date  I send  you  the  reports 
of  the  actions  and  a correct  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  in  our 
regiment  iii  the  engagements  of  June  27  and  July  1 : 

On  June  27,  while  our  regiment  was  on  picket,  five  companies,  being 
immediately  on  the  outposts,  with  the  rest  as  a reserve — composed  of 
the  following  companies  : Company  F,  Cherokee  Brown  Eifles ; Com- 
pany C,  Semmes  Guards ; Company  D,  Burke  Sharpshooters  j Com- 
pany H,  Wright  Infantry,  and  Company  I,  Buena  Vista  Guards — were 
ordered  by  Colonel  Butt  forward  to  the  picket  line,  200  yards  beyond 
the  Garnett  house,  to  the  left,  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  x)ickets. 
On  arriving  upon  the  line  Colonel  Butt  gave  me  command  of  Company 
C,  Semmes  Guards,  commanded  by  Captain  Shepherd,  and  Company 
F,  Cherokee  Brown  Eifies,  Captain  Shuford,  and  ordered  me  to  take 
those  two  companies  60  yards  to  the  right,  and  march  them  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  looking  out  upon  the  wheat  field ; when  in  that  position 
to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.  I did  so.  At  the  time  1 halted  them  a 
regiment  of  the  enemy,  stationed  in  line  opposite  us  across  the  field, 
which  I saw  plainly,  opened  fire  upon  us.  I ordered  our  men  to  lie 
down  and  fire  deliberately  at  them,  which  order  they  obeyed  hand- 
somely. The  fire  then  became  general  on  the  line  opposite  us  and  ex- 
tended soon  to  our  left  and  right,  which  placed  us  under  an  enfilade 
fire  from  two  points.  I occui)ied  the  jiosition  at  the  edge  of  the  woods 
until  nearly  half  of  the  men  in  the  companies  that  I commanded  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  I then  ordered  the  men  to  fall  back  six  paces 
and  get  behind  trees,  which  they  did,  and  there  they  fought  until  the 
combat  ceased. 

The  left  companies — Company  D,  Burke  Sharjishooters  j Comiiany  I, 
Buena  Vista  Guards,  and  Company  H,  Wright  Infantry — were  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Butt  in  person.  Being  to  my  left  60  yards,  remained 
in  their  position,  not  being  so  exiiosed  as  they  were  on  lower  ground, 
which  protected  Companies  D and  II  very  much.  Company  I,  being 
on  the  right  of  these  companies  nearest  the  right  companies  under  mj" 
command,  suftered  more  than  the  other  two  comiianies,  owing  [to]  a 
jiart  of  it  [being]  stationed  on  rising  ground. 

Two  of  the  companies  of  our  regiment — Company  K,  Stewart  Greys, 
andComi)anyB,  Jackson  Blues,  Company  K under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Eockwell,  and  Company  B of  Capt.  A.  McC.  Lewis — being  on  picket, 
collected  their  men  on  the  post  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  entered  the 
fight  at  the  time  the  companies  did  on  the  right,  which  was  composed 
of  those  companies  on  reserve  and  not  on  post  that  day.  I did  not  see 
them  or  know  they  were  in  the  fight  until  afterward. 

We  fought  about  a half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  against  over- 
whelming numbers,  said  to  have  been  nine  regiments  of  the  enemy, 
before  the  Fifteenth  Georgia  came  to  the  support  of  our  regiment.  The 
companies  I commanded  were  never  re-enforced,  and  I did  not  know 
that  the  Fifteenth  Georgia  had  been  ordered  in  until  after  the  fight, 
when,  on  going  to  where  Colonel  Butt  was  stationed,  I learned  that 
thej^  were  on  the  ground. 

When  the  fight  ceased,  which  was  after  night  had  set  in,  I had  but 
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two  men  that  were  able  to  fire  their  pieces.  All  were  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  unable  to  fire,  not  being  able  to  load  their  pieces.  Others 
were  out  of  ammunition.  A few,  I am  told,  that  were  not  hurt  went 
off  with  the  wounded  men.  Of  the  seven  companies,  the  number  of 
muskets  carried  into  the  fight  was  271,  this  being  the  number  reported 
on  that  day  for  duty. 

The  regiment  lost  in  this  engagement  10  killed  and  110  wounded,  a 
list  of  which  you  will  find  inclosed. 

On  July  1,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  placed  in  line  with  the  other 
regiments  of  your  brigade.  We  were  to  be,  I learnc  d,  the  supporting 
brigade  to  Generals  Oobb’s  and  Anderson’s  commands,  which  occupied 
positions  in  front  of  our  line.  After  marching  by  the  flanks  and  for- 
ward quite  a number  of  times  we  were  brought  immediately  in  front  of 
the  battery  that  we  were  to  charge.  The  Second  Georgia’s  position  was 
directly  in  front  of  the  battery,  which  I thought  must  be  fully  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  distant  from  the  woods  we  emerged  from.  Being 
under  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns  the  whole  of  that  distance 
our  brigade  moved  forward  steadily  for  some  distance  and  in  good 
order,  when,  owing  to  some  command,  the  Fifteenth  Georgia,  being  next 
to  our  right,  got  in  front  of  us,  masking  the  whole  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  Second.  The  Seventeenth  Georgia  at  the  same  time  crowded  ujjon 
the  Fifteenth  Georgia.  This  crowding  caused  much  confusion.  At  the 
time  I was  15  or  20  steps  in  front  of  our  regiment,  looking  back  to  see 
if  our  regiment  was  moving  on  in  order.  I found  myself  in  front  of 
another  regiment,  which  I was  told  was  the  Fifteenth  Georgia.  I soon 
saw  the  mixed  condition  of  troops,  that  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth, 
whicli  occupied  the  line  to  our  right,  had  by  some  command  been 
moved  to  the  left,  which  placed  them  upon  the  line  we  occupied. 
While  in  that  huddled  condition  the  order  was  given  to  march  by  the 
left  flank,  which  our  regiment  performed  in  good  order  under  a most 
destructive  Are  of  grape  and  canister,  being  under  full  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns. 

After  crossing  a fence  our  regiment  was  ordered  to  lie  down  and 
wait  for  support  to  come  up.  Soon  one  of  the  regiments  of  Kershaw’s 
brigade  came  up  and  moved  forward  and  we  ordered  as  a support ; we 
followed  close  after  them.  They  moved  in  order  and  made  a most 
gallant  charge,  but  were  completely  checked  by  the  deadly  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  battery.  Their  ranks  being  torn  asunder,  they  had  to  fall 
back,  which  left  our  regiment  in  front  without  any  support.  Colonel 
Butt  being  wounded  at  that  time,  I had  to  assume  command.  I or- 
dered our  regiment  to  lie  down  until  we  could  get  a supporting  regi- 
ment. We  were  under  a most  terrific  fire  of  grape,  but  the  men  acted 
with  the  utmost  coolness,  not  one  exhibiting,  that  I could  see,  the  least 
fear.  We  lay  under  that  fire  for  fully  half  an  hour  waiting  for  some 
regiment  to  come  up  that  we  might  continue  our  charge  to  the  battery, 
which  was  not  more  than  150  yards  in  front  of  us.  Word  being  brought 
that  the  enemy  was  flanking  us  on  our  right  (immediately  afterward 
there  occurred  a very  heavy  fire,  which  came  in  upon  the  rear  of  our 
right  wing),  I ordered  the  regiment  u]^  and  gave  the  command  about- 
face,  and  marched  in  order  to  the  rear  across  a small  drain  and  gave 
the  command  halt,  but  owing  to  great  noise  was  not  heard.  I intended 
to  halt  and  change  front,  that  1 might  receive  the  enemy  that  (I  was 
told)  had  flanked  us.  I was  in  front  of  the  regiment  at  the  time  I 
ordered  them  to  about-face,  which  placed  me  in  the  rear  in  falling  back. 
My  order  to  halt  went  unheeded.  The  regiment  continued  to  move 
off  to  the  rear,  which  I think  was  fortunate,  as  when  [we  were]  alone 
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and  could  effect  notliing  in  the  position  we  occupied.  Had  the  regiment 
remained  in  the  position  I intended  to  make  a stand  for  the  enemy  (that 
was  said  to  have  flanked  us)  I do  not  think  I would  have  brought  off 
50  men,  as  the  enemy  had  directed  an  increased  fire  upon  that  point. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  11  killed  and  70  wounded,  which 
you  will  find  consolidated  with  the  other  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Georgia. 
Brigadier-General  Toombs. 


No.  276. 

Report  of  Col.  William  T.  Millican,  Fifteenth  Georgia  Infantry.,  of  the 

actions  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

• Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

Gamp  McIntosh,  July  26,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  through  you  to  the  brigadier- general 
commanding  the  following  official  report  of  the  operations  of  this  regi- 
ment in  the  recent  actions  before  Eichmond : 

On  June  26  the  regiment  (Col.  William  M.  McIntosh  in  command), 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Toombs,  occupied  the  intrenchments  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Mne-mile  road,  near  Price’s  house,  and  remained 
in  that  position  until  about  6 p.  m.  of  June  27,  when,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Toombs,  the  regiment  moved  to  the  front  near  three-quarters  of  a 
mile;  took  position  at  the  edge  of  a field  some  200  yards  to  the  left  of 
a brick  house,  known  as  James  Garnett’s  house;  sent  two  companies 
(Oapt.  John  0.  Burch,  Company  F,  and  Capt.  Stephen  Z.  Hearnsberger, 
Company  G)  as  skirmishers  to  support  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Georgia 
and  feel  the  enemy.  In  a few  minutes  the  firing  on  both  sides  became 
brisk.  Soon  the  enemy’s  line  was  re-enforced,  and  General  Toombs 
ordered  Colonel  McIntosh  with  the  balance  of  this  command  to  the 
support  of  the  skirmishers.  We  crossed  the  field  at  double-quick  under 
a most  galling  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  a deep  ravine,  just  be- 
yond which  our  skirmishers  were  engaged;  crossed  the  ravine  by  the 
right  flank  and  formed  line  of  battle  and  moved  rapidly  to  the  front. 
The  engagement  now  became  general  and  intensely  fierce  all  along  the 
line  and  raged  till  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  retired  and  the  firing 
ceased. 

Colonel  McIntosh,  who  was  at  the  front  and  on  the  most  exposed  part 
of  the  line,  gallantly  cheering  the  men  on,  fell  mortally  wounded  early 
in  the  engagement  and  was  borne  from  the  field. 

The  command  then  devolved  upon  me  as  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
after  the  dead  and  wounded  (a  detailed  list  of  which  has  already  been 
furnished)  were  carried  from  the  field  the  regiment,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Toombs,  retired  to  the  rear  and  rested  till  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th,  and  then  moved  back  to  the  same  point  where  the 
previous  evening’s  engagement  had  taken  place,  to  the  support  of  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Eegiments. 

The  engagement  ended  with  but  few  casualties  in  this  regiment, 
which  have  also  been  reported  in  the  list  of  casualties  furnished.  We 
bivouacked  on  the  field,  and  at  3 a.  m.,  June  29,  by  order  of  General 
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Toombs,  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  entire  brigade,  and  at  an  early 
hour  entered  the  enemy’s  works  without  much  resistance,  and  moved 
with  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe  until  a late  hour  at 
night  j bivouacked  in  the  open  air. 

Early  next  morning,  June  30,  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  reached 
the  battle-field  at  Frazier’s  farm  about  11  p.  m.  and  remained  on  the 
field  until  dawn,  J uly  1 ; then  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  Oapt.  George 
A.  Pace’s  company  (B)  being  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  The  ad- 
vance continued  until  after  12  m.,  when  I became  completely  exhausted 
from  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep,  and  physical  weakness,  having  been  in  very 
feeble  health  for  several  weeks,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  for  a short  time  to  Maj.  T.  J.  Smith,  who  was 
also  very  feeble  from  illness,  who  led  the  regiment  into  the  engagement 
at  Malvern  Hill.  He  soon  became  exhausted  and  was  borne  from  the 
field.  Capt.  S.  Z.  Hearnsberger,  the  senior  captain,  assumed  the  com- 
mand till  the  close  of  the  engagement.  The  list  of  casualties  during 
this  engagement  has  also  been  furnished.* 

Eespectfully,  submitted,  &c. 

W.  T.  MILLIGAN, 

Colonel  Fifteenth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Egbert  Grant, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  277. 

Reports  of  Col.  Henry  L.  Benning^  Seventeenth  Georgia  Infantry.,  of  the 
action  at  Garnetth  Farm  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Gamp  near  Darby  town  Road,  July  26,  1862. 

General  : On  June  27  the  brigade  was  near  the  Garnett  house,  and 
about  sunset  General  Toombs  ordered  me  to  throw  forward  a strong 
body  of  pickets  on  the  left  of  his  line  and  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  to 
follow  up  vigorously  any  success  that  might  be  met  with.  At  this 
time  the  regiment  was  in  line  of  battle  along  the  fence  near  Garnett’s 
spring.  Accordingly  I immediately  ordered  forward  the  two  flank 
companies  of  the  regiment — Companies  A,  under  Lieutenant  Beelaud, 
and  K,  under  Lieutenant  Eandall,  both  under  Major  [J.  H.]  Pickett — 
with  instructions  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  General  Toombs  to  me. 
They  promptly  took  their  place  on  the  left  of  the  line  in  a wood,  and 
very  soon  afterward,  with  other  similar  parties  detached  from  the  Sec- 
ond and  Fifteenth  Eegiments  Georgia  Volunteers,  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  posted  in  a wood  on  both  sides  of  the  Labor-in- Vain  ravine.  The 
fire  at  once  became  warm  along  our  whole  line.  The  balls  of  the  en- 
emy came  across  the  picket  line  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  w’ounded  a 
number  of  that  part  of  the  regiment  held  in  reserve  near  the  fence  at 
the  Garnett  spring.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  the  firing  had  com- 
menced report  was  made  to  you  that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force 
was  about  to  turn  your  left  flank  and  cut  off  the  pickets  sent  from  my 
regiment.  You  then  ordered  me  to  take  the  reserve  companies  of  the 
regiment  to  that  flank  and  support  those  pickets  and  counteract  any 
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such  movement  of  the  enemy.  I at  once  carried  th^m  tliere  and  formed 
them  in  line  of  battle.  It  was  then  dusk  and  objects  were  not  visible 
at  a distance.  We  could  see  no  enemy.  The  firing  of  our  pickets,  who 
were  a little  in  advance  of  us  and  a little  to  our  right,  continued  as 
brisk  as  ever.  As  the  darkness  thickened,  however,  the  firing  grad- 
ually lessened  and  finally  ceased. 

Every  officer  and  man  of  the  companies  under  my  eye  did  his  duty 
well,  and  the  same  is  true  (according  to  the  report  to  me  of  Major 
Pickett)  of  the  two  companies  sent  forward  under  him  as  pickets. 

A list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  sent  up. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

HENRY  L.  PENNING, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Toombs. 


Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Reoiment  Georoia  Volunteers, 
Gamp  near  Darby  town  Road^  July  26,  1862. 

General  : On  the  1st  of  this  month  you,  after  much  exertion,  put 
3mur  brigade  in  line  of  battle  chiefly  in  a wood  in  front,  but  rather  to 
the  right  of  what  is  called  Malvern  Hill,  or  Hills,  with  General  Jones^ 
brigade.  Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  your  front  and  other  troops 
in  his  front.  The  position  of  my  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  your 
line.  You  instructed  me  that  the  duty  of  your  brigade  would  be  to 
support  the  troops  in  its  front,  and  that  the  duty  of  my  regiment  would 
be  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  movements  of  the  regiment  in  its  front, 
but  that  it  was  not  to  fire  until  it  received  orders  to  do  so.  This  was 
near  5 ii.  m.,  in  my  judgment.  Shortly  afterward  the  line  in  our  front 
began  to  move  by  the  left  flank;  we  followed  the  example  and  moved 
by  ours.  Marching  in  this  way  for,  I think,  nearly  a mile,  the  line 
came  in  front  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  also  got  out  of  the 
wood  into  a large  field,  the  back  part  of  which  was  held  by  the  enemy. 
Here  the  march  was  changed  to  one  to  the  front;  that  in  a short  time 
brought  us  under  a very  heavy  fire  both  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
grape  and  shell,  splinters  and  Minie  balls  flying  thick  about  us  and 
through  us,  and  making  gaps  in  our  ranks  at  every  step.  The  regi- 
ment, however,  continued  to  advance  in  perfect  order.  After  having 
advanced  far  into  the  field  the  order  came  down  the  line,  ‘‘March  by 
the  left  flank.”  This  was  obeyed,  and  while  we  were  thus  marching 
by  the  flank  some  regiment  behind  us,  which  was  marching  to  the 
front,  cut  my  regiment  in  two  at  the  colors,  leaving  the  colors  and  the 
companies  on  the  left  with  me,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  line,  and 
the  right  comiianies  with  Lieut.  Col.  Wesley  C.  Hodges.  I saw  no  more 
of  these  latter  companies  until  next  day.  The  companies  with  me 
continued  to  march  by  the  flank  until  they  entered  the  wood  on  the 
left  of  the  field.  I supposed  the  object  of  the  order  was  to  get  to  the 
wood  and  advance  to  the  attack  from  it,  so  I halted  my  companies 
and  looked  for  a good  position  to  advance  from,  which  I found,  as  I 
thought,  in  a road  running  in  front  of  the  enemies  batteries  at  the  edge 
of  the  wood  with  a fence  in  its  fi  ont.  Along  this  road  I formed  the 
companies  and  made  them  lie  down,  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
enemy’s  missiles  might  pass  over  them.  It  was  nearly  night.  Here 
we  remained  awaiting  orders,  but  none  came.  The  fire  on  both  sides 
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slackened  and  ceased  after  night-fall,  and  the  companies  returned  to 
camp.  • 

Our  loss  was  5 killed  and  31  wounded.  A particular  list  of  the 
casualties  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you.* 

The  officers  and  men  received  the  hot  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  they 
could  not  return,  friends  being  in  front,  with  great  coolness  and  for- 
titude. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEXEY  L.  BENNIYG, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Reyiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 


Xo.  278. 


Report  of  Col.  J.  B.  Cumming^  Twentieth  Georgia  Infantry.,  of  the  actions 
at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms.,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

July  20,  1802. 

General  : Pursuant  to  orders  received  this  day  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Twentieth  Eegi- 
ment Georgia  Volunteers  in  the  recent  actions  before  Eichmond: 

This  regiment  was  relieved  from  picket  duty  at  Garnett’s  farm  on  the 
night  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

Early  next  morning  we  were  ordered  to  occupy  and  hold  the  trenches 
in  front  of  Garnett’s  farm,  where  we  remained  until  about  2 p.  m.,  under 
a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery,  with  the  loss  of  1 man  killed 
and  1 man  wounded,  losing  his  left  arm.  At  this  time  I was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  a skirt  of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett’s  farm,  in  command 
of  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers  and  my  own. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  (about  G o’clock)  I was  ordered  to  proceed  with 
my  regiment  to  suxiport  a battery  then  briskly  engaging  the  enemy  in 
our  front. 

We  remained  in  this  position  nearly  an  hour,  and  just  before  sunset 
we  were  ordered  by  Captain  Troup,  of  your  staff,  to  proceed  to  within 
supporting  distance  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  Eegiments  Georgia 
Volunteers,  then  closely  engaged  with,  and  under  a heavy  fire  from, 
the  enemy.  We  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  this  position,  a distance 
of  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  through  an  oiien  field  under  a heavy  fire  of 
musketry.  When  within  about  75  yards  in  rear  of  the  Second  and 
Fifteenth  Eegiments  I ordered  a halt,  according  to  orders,  and  required 
the  men  to  lie  down.  This  was  immediately  on  the  left  of  Garnett’s 
house.  We  remained  here  under  a heavy  and  continuous  fire  of  infantry 
for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  we  were  ordered  forward  to 
occupy  the  positions  occupied  by  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  Eegiments 
against  overwhelming  odds.  We  held  this  position  until  about  3 o’clock 
next  morning,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment 
Georgia  Volunteers. 

During  the  affair  of  that  evening  our  loss  was  1 man  killed  and  8 
wounded. 

About  10  a.  m.  on  the  28th  ultimo  I was  ordered  to  occupy  and  hold 
until  further  orders  with  my  regiment  a ravine  in  a skirt  of  woods  on 

* List  shows  2 men  killed  and  3 wounded  at  Garnett’s  farm,  and  at  Malvern  Hill 
1 officer  and  4 men  killed  and  5 officers  and  25  men  wounded. 
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the  left  of  Garnett’s  house,  opposite  the  redoubts  and  breastworks  of 
the  enemy.  As  soon  as  we  had  crossed  the  ravine  and  formed  line  of 
battle  we  were  ordered  to  advance  by  yourself  in  person,  which  we 
did,  and  having  i^roceeded  30  or  40  paces,  the  order  was  counter- 
manded. We  were  then  ordered  b\^  you  to  hold  our  position  to  cover 
the  return  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Kegiments,  as  well  as  to 
protect  the  i)ickets  from  our  own  brigade.  We  remained  there  about, 
four  hours.  We  lost  in  this  affair  1 man  mortally  wounded. 

The  next  day,  the  29th  ultimo,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  on  the^ 
enemy’s  position,  but  found  that  they  had  abandoned  it.  We  contin- 
ued the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy  during  the  29th. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo,  we  were  ordered  to  re-enforce  General 
Longstreet,  and  made  a long  march  of  about  20  miles  through  the  hot- 
sun.  Several  of  my  men  were  overcome  by  the  heat  and  fatigue  of  the^ 
march.  We  arrived  upon  the  battle  field  of  that  day  about  midnighti 
and  slept  upon  the  field  in  line  of  battle. 

About  4 a.  m.  of  the  1st  instant  I was  ordered  to  deploy  forward  one^ 
company  as  skirmishers.  I accordingly  deployed  Capt.  E.  M.  Seago’s- 
company  (F)  as  skirmishers  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  which  ad- 
vanced, in  connection  with  your  brigade,  about  1 mile,  when  it  met. 
with  and  intersected  the  skirmishers  of  General  Jackson’s  corps.  Fromi 
this  point,  finding  no  ene’my  in  front,  we  were  ordered  back. 

About  4 p.  m.  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  upon  a new  position  of 
th^  enemy  into  the  woods  until  we  were  stopped  by  the  First  Georgia 
Eegulars  in  front.  We  then  moved  a considerable  distance  by  the: 
right  flank  and  again  formed  line  of  battle. 

About  5 p.  m.  we  were  ordered  forward.  We  advanced  about  three* 
quarters  of  a mile — the  greater  part  of  the  distance  through  an  openi 
field — under  a heavy,  deadly,  and  incessant  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,, 
the  shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  balls  raining  around  us  like  hail. 
When  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  we  were-, 
ordered  to  march  by  the  left  flank  across  a fence  to  the  left,  which  we^ 
did,  and  then  advanced  in  line  of  battle  until  we  came  to  a road  within; 
200  yards  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  rather  to  their  fight  flank.  We- 
were  then  halted  and  kept  our  position  until  after  dark,  when  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  my  regiment  came  to  me  twice  and  told  me  that  the* 
enemy  were  flanking  us.  I then  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back  and; 
form  line  again ; but  there  was  such  confusion  at  that  time  and  it  was. 
so  dark  that  it  was  impossible  to  form  line  again  for  some  time. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  5 killed,  66  wounded,  and  4 missing.* 
The  bloody  and  trying  scenes  of  these  recent  actions  before  Eich- 
mond  have  served  to  confirm  the  high  opinion  I have  ever  entertained 
of  the  patriotism,  courage,  and  efficiency  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
my  command.  1 cannot  refrain,  also,  general,  from  expressing  the 
gratification  I experienced  in  witnessing  the  efficiency  and  gallantry 
of  Captains  Du  Bose  and  Troup,  of  your  staff,  and  of  Captain  Coward, 
of  General  Jones’  staff*. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  B.  GUMMING, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Twentieth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 
General  Egbert  Toombs. 

* Nominal  list  omitted. 
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1^0.  279. 

Reports  of  Col.  George  T.  Anderson^  Eleventh  Georgia  Infantry^  command- 
ing Third  Brigade^  of  the  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  FarmSj 
engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battle  of  Malvern 

mu. 

Hdqes.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

In  the  Field,  July  8,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  brigade  in  the  affair  near  GarnetPs  house  on  Saturday,  June  28: 

The  disposition  of  the  regiments  was  as  follows:  The  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Georgia  near  the  overseeFs  house ; the  Eleventh  on  picket  near 
New  Bridge,  and  the  First  Georgia  Eegulars  and  Ninth  Georgia  on  duty 
at  Mrs.  Price’s  house.  It  was  determined  that  morning  by  Brig.  Gen.  D. 
E.  Jones,  commanding  division,  to  place  some  heavy  guns  in  position  on 
the  New  Bridge  road  and  drive  the  enemy  from  their  works  near  the 
river  if  possible,  and  Brigadier-General  Jones  was  directed  to  attack  the 
enemy  if,  in  his  discretion,  it  could  be  done  without  too  serious  loss  to 
ourselves,  and  I was  to  suxiport  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  brigade.  The 
enemy  was  driven  from  the  works  by  our  batteries  on  the  New  Bridge 
road  and  by  Captain  Brown’s  (Wise  Artillery)  and  Captain  Moody’s 
batteries  near  Garnett’s  house;  and  Captain  Thurston, of  General  Jones’ 
staff,  was  sent  to  General  Toombs  to  notify  him  of  the  fact.  Fijom 
some  cause,  not  understood  by  me.  General  Toombs  sent  Captain  Thurs- 
ton to  me  to  make  the  attack,  and  as  Captain  Thurston  was  on  General 
Jones’  staff  I supposed  the  order  had  been  changed,  and,  expecting  to 
be  supported,  ordered  the  Eighth  and  Seventh  Georgia  to  advance, 
which  they  did  in  most  beautiful  order  and  with  their  usual  gallantry, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them  over  and  beyond  their  works,  all  the 
time  exposed  to  a galling  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry.  Satisfied 
that  these  two  small  regiments  could  not  cope  successfully  with  the 
enemy,  I asked  General  Toombs  two  or  three  times  to  send  forward 
men  to  support  me  in  the  attack ; but  before  this  was  done  an  order  came 
from  General  Magruder  to  cease  the  attack,  and  I recalled  the  troops. 

I cannot  express  too  highly  my  appreciation  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regiments  in  this  action, 
in  which  our  loss  was  very  severe,  as  the  list  of  casualties  will  show. 

The  Eighth  Georgia  led  the  attack  under  command  of  the  heroic  [L. 
M.]  Lamar  and  suffered  severely.  Colonel  Lamar  was  wounded  and 
taken  by  the  enemy,  but  has  been  recovered  from  them  ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [John  E.]  Towers  and  Lieutenant  Harper  taken  prisoners ; 
Major  [E.  J.]  Magruder  seriously  wounded ; Captain  Butler,  Lieuten- 
ants Montgomery,  Williamson,  and  Blackwell  also  wounded,  and  13 
men  killed,  63  wounded,  6 missing,  and  15  prisoners. 

The  Seventh  Georgia  supported  the  Eighth.  The  casualties  are — 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  White,  commanding  regiment,  seriously  wounded; 
Captain  Hicks  wounded,  and  7 men  killed,  60  wounded,  and  8 missing. 

1 am  satisfied  that  if  1 had  been  able  to  bring  my  whole  brigade  into 
action  or  been  properly  supported  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  enemy’s 
works  would  have  been  taken  and  held.  A jirisoner  taken  next  morn- 
ing reports  the  enemy’s  loss  to  have  been  about  equal  to  ours. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  T.  ANDEESON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  A.  Coward,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqus.  Third  Brih.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Cam/p  near  Richmond^  F«.,  July  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  the  action  of  my 
brigade  in  the  series  of  battles  from  June  29  to  July  1,  inclusive,  the 
report  of  the  action  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  on  the  29th 
having  been  already  forwarded : 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  I was  ordered  to  march  in  pursuit  of  the 
retreating  enemy,  and  having  soon  formed  my  brigade,  moved  through 
the  deserted  camps  and  works  of  the  enemy  near  Garnett’s  farm. 

The  First  Georgia  Eegulars,  Col.  W.  J.  Magill  commanding,  were  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  the  Seventh  Georgia  Regiment,  Maj.  E.  W. 
Hoyle  commanding,  in  support.  The  Eighth  Georgia,  Oapt.  George  O. 
Dawson  j Ninth  Georgia,  Col.  R.  A.  Turnipseed,  and  Eleventh  Georgia, 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Luffman  commanding,  were  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  in  this  order  we  set  out  in  search  of  the  enemy.  After  marching  some 
distance  the  First  Georgia  came  up  with  the  foe  and  opened  fire  upon 
them,  receiving  in  return  a heavy  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry, 
losing  several  men  killed  and  wounded  j but  officers  and  men,  I am 
proud  to  say,  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner  and  drove  the  enemy 
before  them,  inflicting  severe  loss  upon  him.  After  marching  in  line 
of  battle  all  day  through  woods,  swamps,  and  open  field  we  did  not 
participate  in  the  fight  late  in  the  day,  our  direction  bringing  us  con- 
siderably to  our  left  of  the  enemy.  We  reached  our  bivouac  that 
night,  or  morning  rather,  about  1 o’clock,  having  been  exposed  to  a 
severe  rain  for  over  an  hour. 

The  next  morning,  June  30,  we  marched  to  join  Major-General  Long- 
street,  and  reached  him,  after  being  on  the  march  eighteen  hours,  at  2 
a.  m.  July  1,  and  rested  until  daylight,  and  again  set  out  in  search  of 
the  enemy.  Marched  across  the  battle-field  of  the  day  previous  some 
IJ  miles ; was  ordered  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  march  back  to 
the  Darby  road  ; marched  some  5 miles  and  was  ordered  back,  moving 
by  the  left  flank.  Was  next  ordered  by  Major-General  Magruder  to 
shelter  my  men  under  a hill  to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
as  our  batteries  were  ordered  to  open  upon  them.  From  this  position 
was  ordered  to  take  position  recently  occupied  by  General  Cobb  in  my 
front ; was  about  getting  into  position  and  was  ordered  to  move  some 
quarter  of  a mile  to  the  right,  and  before  I could  get  my  line  dressed 
was  again  ordered  to  move  to  the  right  of  every  brigade  in  the  line 
and  take  position.  Had,  as  I supposed,  nearly  reached  this  last  point, 
when  I was  again  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  move  back  rapidly 
by  the  left  flank  to  support  General  Cobb ; all  of  which  orders  were 
executed  promptly  by  my  command  over  swamps,  dense  undergrowth, 
ravines,  and  hills.  At  about  4.30  p.  m.  I received  orders  to  advance 
to  attack  a battery  of  the  enemy,  and  moving  rapidly  to  the  front 
through  the  dense  woods,  the  left  of  my  line,  reaching  the  open  field 
first,  gained  so  much  ground  to  the  front  and  in  the  advance  of  the 
right  that  I ordered  a halt  to  re-establish  a correct  line  on  the  open 
field. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  firing  on  us  from  two  batteries  and 
their  infantry.  Before  I succeeded  in  rectifying  my  line  other  troops 
were  hurried  on  to  the  attack,  and  then  of  my  right.  The  First  Georgia 
Regulars  and  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Regiments,  supposing  that 
I had  given  command  to  advance,  became  separated  from  the  command. 
But  I am  i^roud  to  be  able  to  say  that  every  officer  and  man  behaved 
himself  with  coolness  and  gallantry  and  aided  materially  in  the  final 
results  of  the  day.  The  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Georgia  were  more  imme- 
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diately  under  my  own  observation,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  both  regiments  under  a most  severe  fire  was  all  that  I desired, 
each  man  standing  to  his  post  willingly  and  cheerfully  until  long  after 
dark,  when  I withdrew  them  from  the  field,  my  other  regiments  having 
passed  a few  moments  before. 

Colonel  Magill  mentions  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  the  names 
of  Sergt.  W.  J.  Garrett,  Company  M;  .Corpl.  J.  C.  Camp,. and  Private 
W.  L.  Morehead,  First  Georgia  Eegulars.  Captain  Carmical  reports 
very  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  Aderhold,  Company  I, 
Seventh  Georgia.  Other  commanders  report  that  all  acted  well  and 
bravely. 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  are  as  follows : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Ist  Georgia  Eegulars : 

Officers 

6 

38 

6 

,57 

Privates 

4 

15 

Total 

4 

44 

15 

63 

7th  Georgia  Eegiment : 

Offi  oors 

13 

6 

101 

7 

119 

Privates 

5 

Total 

14 

107 

5 

126 

8th  Georgia  Eegiment : 

Offi  cers 

Privates 

4 

8 

. 12 

Total 

4 

8 

12 

9th  Georgia  Eegiment: 

Officers 

2 

28 

2 

31 

Privates  ..  .... 

3 

Total 

3 

30 

33 

11th  Georgia  Eegiment : 

Officers  . ■ ...  

3 

50 

3 

72 

Privates - - 

6 

16 

Total 

6 

53 

16 

75 

RECAPITULATION. 

Officers - 

1 

30 

17 

225 

18 

291 

Privates-. 

36 

Total - 

31 

242 

36 

309 

It  is  due  the  men  to  state  that  they  had  been  without  rest  almost 
entirely  since  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  marched  in  line  of  battle  all 
day  Sunday,  29th,  and  for  eighteen  hours  June  30,  and  were  marched 
and  counter-marched  the  day  of  battle  from  dajdight  until  about  4 
p.  m.,  and  many  of  the  men  fell  out  from  exhaustion  and  have  since 
rejoined. 

I bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  whole  command, 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  feel  proud  of  having  the  honor  of  commanding 
such  brave  and  determined  men.  I am  under  many  obligations  to 
Lieut.  C.  C.  Hardwick,  Eighth  Georgia  Volunteers,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general,  for  his  bravery  and  gallantry,  executing  promptly 
every  order  intrusted  to  him ; also  to  Capts.  T.  G.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Charles  Daniel,  of  Georgia,  volunteer  aides,  for  gallantry  and 
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distinguished  services  on  all  occasions.  I cannot  refrain  from  men- 
tioning Private  D.  E.  Humphreys,  Company  C,  Eleventh  Georgia  Vol- 
unteers, my  orderly,  for  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  T.  ANDERSOi^, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Georgia  Volunteers^  Commanding  Brigade, 
Capt.  A.  Coward,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


1^0.  280. 

Report  of  Col.  William  J.  Magill,  First  Georgia  Regulars^  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard^  or  Allen’’ s Farm,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Fill. 

Headquarters  First  Georoia  Regulars, 

Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
colonel  commanding,  the  following  report  of  this  regiment  in  the  part 
taken  by  it  in  the  affair  of  June  29  and  in  the  engagement  of  the  1st 
instant : 

On  June  29,  just  after  we  had  passed  the  line  of  the  enemy’s  in- 
trenchments  near  Garnett’s  house,  1 was  ordered  to  deploy  the  regiment 
as  skirmishers  and  feel  the  woods  in  the  direction  which  it  was  sup- 
posed he  had  taken.  Having  crossed  a large  open  field  for  that  imr- 
pose,  I had  scarcely  entered  the  woods  when  the  fire  of  his  skirmishers 
was  opened  upon  me.  This  fire  was  very  heavy,  indicating  a large 
force.  In  a few  moments  a battery  of  artillery,  situated  in  a field  be- 
yond, also  opened  its  fire,  discharging  shrapnel,  grape,  and  canister. 
Notwithstanding  this  heavy  fire  the  regiment  steadily  advanced,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  before  it  until,  emerging  into  the  field  already  indicated, 
he  >vas  discovered  in  considerable  force,  and  for  a time  his  fire  on  my 
left  was  very  severe.  Under  these  circumstances  I withdrew  the  line 
of  skirmishers  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods. 

In  a short  time  this  force  of  the  enemy  continued  its  retreat,  and  in 
obedience  to  orders  1 continued  the  advance  of  my  line.  Proceeding 
steadily  through  the  woods,  capturing  on  the  way  a number  of  prison- 
ers, at  the  distance  of  perhaps  1^  miles  from  the  point  already  indicated, 
I again  discovered  the  enemy  in  large  force,  with  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, in  a field  of  considerable  magnitude.  The  main  body  of  our  troops 
having  reached  the  grounds,  I was  ordered  to  move  my  regiment  farther 
to  the  left,  still  keeping  them  deployed  as  skirmishers,  so  that  I did  not 
participate  further  in  the  engagement  which  ensued. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  this  regiment,  in  its  position  in  the  bri- 
gade, was  ordered  forward  in  line  of  battle  in  an  attack  upon  the  en- 
emy’s position  at  Malvern  Hill  (I  believe  it  is  called).  We  advanced 
under  a very  heavy  tire  of  artillery  and  musketry  in  the  direction  of 
his  batteries  over  a clear,  oi)en  space  of  great  extent.  This  fire  being 
destructive  and  the  advance  being  deemed  impracticable  from  that 
point  of  attack,  the  colonel  commanding  ordered  the  recall  of  the  bri- 
gade, with  a view  to  its  retormation  and  a change  in  the  direction  of 
attack.  In  consequence  of  the  noise  and  great  confusion  of  the  battle- 
field it  was  impossible  to  conv^ey  this  order  effectually  to  the  brigade, 
and  in  falling  back  much  disorder  occurred. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  behaved  on  both  occasions  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  while  there  scarcely  existed  occasion  for  comparison  in 
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reference  to  individual  cases  of  prowess,  I cannot  refrain  from  making 
honorable  mention  of  the  names  of  Sergt.  W.  J.  Garrett,  of  Companj^M, 
Corpl.  J.  C.  Camp,  of  Company  H,  and  Private  W.  L.  Morehead,  of 
Company  G. 

I subjoin  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  both  these 
occasions : * 


'd 

A 

53 

M 

i 

’T3 

§ 

Missing. 

Officers 

6 

38 

Privates .............. .... ...... .............. 

4 

15 

Total 

4 

44 

15 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  MAGILL, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  Charles  C.  Hardwick,  A.  A,  A.  G.,  First  Brigade. 


IS’o.  281. 


Report  of  Capt.  George  ff.  Carmical,  Seventh  Georgia  Infantry,  of  the  ^ 
action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  . 
or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Mill.  1 

’ ■ -1 
Camp  Seventh  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers,  J 

July  —,  1862. 

I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  brave  and  heroic  conduct  of  ^ 
Sergt.  T.  A.  Aderhold,  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Eegiment  Georgia  Vol-  ■ 
unteers,  who  after  the  colors  had  been  twice  shot  down  sprang  forward, 
and  gTasping  the  staff  amid  a storm  of  grape  and  canister,  shouted  to 
his  comrades  to  rally  around  their  common  standard,  and  did  not  quit 
the  colors  until  he  had  received  a frightful  wound  and  was  obliged  to 
turn  them  over  to  one  more  fortunate. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  CAEMICAL, 


Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  Charles  C.  Hardwick,  A.  A.  A.  G. 


Return  of  casualties  in  the  Seventh  Regiment  Georgia  Infantry,  June  27-July  1,  1862. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.J 
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On  the  28th  ultimo  the  regiment  charged  a battery,  sustaining  a 
heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  sev^eral  prisoners. 

On  the  29th  we  advanced  through  the  Yankee  camps  and  supported 
the  First  Georgia  Eegiment,  which  acted  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  30th  the  regiment  marched  to  the  battle-field  of  Monday, 
where  they  rested  that  night,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  following  day 
engaged  the  enemy  for  half  an  hour. 

Our  loss  here  was  also  heavy : First  Lieut.  T.  S.  Watson  killed,  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  W.  White  seriously  wounded,  Maj.  E.  W.  Hoyle  seriously 
wounded.  Adjutant  Maddox  slightly  wounded,  Oapt.  li.  B.  Hicks 
slightly  wounded.  Second  Lieut.  J.  F.  Bellinger  slightly  wounded.  First 
Lieut.  A.  Y.  White  slightly  wounded,  First  Lieut.  Obadiah  Wynn  se- 
riously wounded. 


No.  282. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  0.  Dawson^  Eighth  Georgia  Infantry^  of  the  action 
at  GarnetVs  and  Goldingh  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 

Bivouac  Eighth  Georgia  Eegiment, 

Gar  net  f 8 Farm,  Va.,  June  28,  1862. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Georgia  Volunteers  in  the  engage- 
ment of  this  evening : 

About  the  hour  of  3.30  o’clock  the  regiment  received  orders  to  charge 
a battery  of  the  enemy  opposite  Garnett’s  farm  at  a distance  of  half  a 
mile  or  more.  The  regiment  moved  forward  promptly  to  execute  said 
orders.  Companies  A and  B being  deployed  as  skirmishers.  The  charge 
was  made  with  great  celerity  and  perfect  order,  and  so  rapid  was  the 
advance  of  our  skirmishers  that  many  of  the  enemy’s  picket  were  killed 
and  taken  prisoners  before  they  were  aware  of  our  presence.  Within 
150  yards  of  the  point  of  departure  one  of  our  skirmishers  was  shot 
down.  Moving  steadily  onward  the  fire  of  the  enemy  made  sad  havoc 
in  the  ranks.  Advancing  some  distance  through  a thick  wood,  about 
150  yards  distant  from  its  skirt,  in  an  open  field,  the  enemy’s  breast- 
works apiieared  in  full  view. 

In  the  charge  through  this  open  space  many  of  the  ofiScers  and  men 
were  killed  and  disabled. 

We  succeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  which  was 
maintained  with  great  spirit  and  determination  against  great  odds 
until  ordered  to  withdraw.  The  regiment  fell  back  in  good  order. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing : Among 
the  officers,  Col.  L.  M.  Lamar  was  seriously  wounded,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E. 
Towers  was  taken  prisoner,  Maj.  E.  J.  Magruder  was  wounded  slightly, 
Lieut.  J.  M.  Montgomery,  Company  E,  was  killed,  and  Lieut.  C.  M. 
Harper,  of  the  same  company,  was  taken  prisoner,  Capt.  A.  F.  Butler, 
Company  B,  was  wounded  dangerously,  and  Lieut.  W.  W.  Williamson, 
Company  G,  was  wounded  seriously,  and  Lieut.  T.  J.  Blackwell,  Com- 
pany I,  was  wounded  slightly,  besides  23  enlisted  men  killed,  55 
wounded,  and  9 missing. 

The  bearing  of  officers  and  men  on  the  field  entitled  them  to  the  com- 
mendation of  their  superior  officers  and  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
Eespectfully, 

GEO.  O.  DAWSON, 

Captain  Company  J,  Comdg.  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment, 
Lieut.  Charles  C.  Hardwick. 
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, Headquarters  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment, 

> July  2,  1862. 

Lieutenant  : In  obedience  to  orders  I have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth  Regiment  Georgia 
Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  July  1: 

The  casualties  of  the  battle  of  June  28  having  devolved  upon  me  the 
command  of  the  regiment,  I am  more  than  gratified  that  the  conduct 
and  bearing  of  officers  and  men  fell  under  your  immediate  observation. 
From  the  moment  we  were  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  strong  posi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  heights  of  Malvern  farm,  exposed  for 
the  space  of  four  hours  to  a most  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  the  spirit  and 
determination  of  the  troops  seemed  to  gather  strength  as  the  peril  of 
the  battle  increased.  Several  of  the  regiment  were  either  killed  or 
wounded  at  the  distance  of  over  2 miles  from  the  point  of  attack. 

When  the  last  order  to  charge  the  enemy’s  position  was  given  we 
moved  rapidly  forward  through  an  almost  impassable  ravine  of  thick 
undergrowth  and  wood  to  the  base  of  a hill,  30  yards  distant  from 
an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  were  posted.  Here  the  regiment  was 
saluted  and  urged  forward  by  General  Magruder,  under  the  eye  and 
immediate  command  of  the  general.  Although  fatigued  and  exhausted 
from  a continued  march  of  two  days  and  nights  without  sleep,  the  regi- 
ment seemed  to  gather  fresh  strength.  Then  it  was  that  we  made  the 
dashing  charge  of  over  400  yards  across  an  open  field  exposed  to  a 
most  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Halting  at  the  base  of  the 
hill  for  a few  moments,  protected  partially  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
we  adjusted  our  line  of  battle  preparatory  for  another  charge.  Just 
then  Adjutant  Hardwick,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  came  boldly’  forward 


and  gave  the  order  to  fall  back. 


Our  retrograde  movement  was  not 


characterized  with  the  same  order  as  our  advance,  the  regiment  falling 
back  with  great  reluctance.  Under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  we 
rallied  to  the  point  designated  by  the  adjutant  in  good  order,  awaiting 
further  orders. 

About  9 o’clock  we  were  ordered  to  repair  to  our  camps,  which  we 
did  in  good  order. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
imperiled  their  lives  in  this  battle. 

The  regiment  lost  4 killed  and  8 wounded,  all  among  the  enlisted  men. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  O.  DAWSOK, 
Captain  Company  J,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  Charles  0.  Hardwick, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 


No.  283. 

Reports  of  Maj.  William  M.  Jones,  Ninth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  operations 

June  21 -July  12. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment, 

July  13,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  27th  ultimo  the  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment  received  orders 
to  advance  the  picket  line  on  the  east  side  of  Dr.  Garnett’s  farm.  After 
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going  to  the  advance  post  skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  and  after  a 
brisk  skirmish  succeeded  in  driving  the  advance  of  the  enemy  beyond 
their  earthworks,  where  they  were  supported  by  their  artillery,  which 
did  us  some  damage. 

The  casualties  are,  to  wit : Five  killed  and  20  wounded,  all  enlisted 
men. 

At  night  received  orders  to  fall  back  to  our  former  position. 

June  28,  all  quiet  in  this  regiment. 

June  29,  prepared  to  advance  upon  the  redoubts  of  the  enemy,  which 
had  been  unsuccessfully  attempted  by  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia 
Kegiments  the  previous  evening.  Scouts  were  sent  forward,  who  re- 
turned in  a short  time  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  their 
works.  Immediately  proceeded  to  their  redoubt,  and  soon  after  took 
up  the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  foe.  After  half  an  hour’s 
march  succeeded  in  catching  up  with  their  rear  guard  which  after  a 
little  resistance  again  fell  back. 

Here  the  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
scour  the  wood  in  the  direction  of  Bottom’s  Bridge.  After  advancing 
some  distance  and  hearing  heavy  firing  on  the  right  halted  and  remained 
in  line  awaiting  orders  until  9 p.  m.  Beceived  orders  to  return  to . 

June  30,  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  our  line  to  re-en- 
force Major-General  Longstreet,  who  engaged  the  enemy  near  Crew’s 
farm  p.  m.  of  same  day.  Arrived  about  10  p.  m.  and  took  possession 
of  the  battle-field. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  formed  in  line  of  battle  to  scour  the  wood  in  front 

of and  proceeded  half  a mile.  Ordered  back  to  the  swamp ; 

returned  and  took  position  one-fourth  of  a mile  on  the  right  of  the 
Biver  road.  Bemained  some  time  under  the  protection  of  a favoring 
hill  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy  without  any  casualty. 

At  1 p.  m.  started  for  the  anticipated  battle-field.  After  maneuvering 
until  near  6 p.  m.  entered  the  field  of  action  and  halted  in  a ravine  for 
protection.  Bemained  until  near  8 p.  m. 

Here  our  casualties  were  3 killed  and  30  wounded.  Among  the  latter 
were  Lieuts.  J.  W.  Arnold,  of  Company  C,  and  T.  J.  Hardee,  of  Com- 
pany H.  All  the  rest  were  enlisted  men. 

At  10  p.  m.  left  the  field  in  good  order.  Bemaining  near  the  battle- 
field until  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  left  in  i)ursuit  of  the  enemy 
and  proceeded  down  the  James  Biver  12  miles  to Cross-Boads. 

Bemained  in  the  neighborhood  on  picket  until  the  9th  instant,  then 
fell  back  to  the  church  on  the  Darbytown  road,  0 miles  east  of  Bich- 
mond,  remaining  there  on  picket  until  regularly  relieved  by Mis- 

sissippi Brigade. 

Joined  our  brigade  July  12  by  your  order. 

WM.  M.  JONES, 

Major ^ Commanding  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment. 

Col.  George  T.  Anderson. 


Hdqrs.  Ninth  Begiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

July  13,  1862. 

Sir  : In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  headquarters  of  the  division 
respecting  those  of  my  command  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
series  of  engagements  with  the  enemy  from  the  28th  ultimo  to  the  2d 
instant,  I have  only  to  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  S.  D.  Cockrell, 
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who  has  been  acting  adjutant  for  the  regiment  during  the  last  few 
months.  When  our  brigade  was  halted,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
General  Magruder,  in  the  ravine  near  the  field  of  action  on  the  1st 
instant,  5 p.  m.,  the  impression  was  prevalent  that  our  brigade  would 
not  be  called  into  action.  The  acting  adjutant  thought  it  not  indiscreet 
to  leave  the  regiment  and  go  into  the  battle  with  the  Eighteenth  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment. 

Below  is  a note  sent  to  headquarters  of  this  regiment  on  the  follow- 
ing morning : 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 

, 1862. 

I take  pleasure  in  certifying  that  Lieutenant  Cockrell,  of  the  Ninth  Georgia  Regi- 
ment, requested  permission  of  me  to  accompany  my  regiment  into  the  engagement  of 
the  1st  instant;  that  I consented,  and  requested  him  to  act  as  adjutant  for  the  regi- 
ment in  that  engagement,  which  he  did,  and  that  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

W.  H.  LUSE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^  Commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 

N.  B. — The  regiment,  as  was  presumed,  took  no  active  part  in  the 
battle. 

WM.  M.  JO^TES, 

Major .f  Commanding  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment, 
Col.  George  T.  Anderson. 


Ro.  284. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col,  William  Luffman,  Bleventh  Georgia  Infantry.^  of 
operations  June  2^July  1,  including  battle  of  Malvern  Sill. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Richmond.,  Va.,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  Ro.  — , I have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  put- 
suing  the  enemy  in  his  impetuous  flight  from  the  Chickahominy  m 
front  of  Richmond  to  his  present  bivouac,  on  the  James  River,  under 
cover  of  his  gunboats : 

June  26  [27  ?],  three  men  wounded  on  Chickahominy,  near  the  Garnett 
house,  by  the  explosion  of  a shell  from  our  batteries. 

June  27  [28?],  extended  our  picket  post  some  distance  down  the 
Chickahominy,  covering  part  of  the  territory  occupied  in  the  morning 
by  the  enemy,  and  captured  1 prisoner. 

June  28  [29?],  took  possession  of  the  enemy’s  camps  at  daylight  In 
the  morning,  capturing  11  prisoners. 

At  9 a.  m.  moved  off  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy,  and  overtak- 
ing him  in  less  than  3 miles,  a sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  w'hich  we  had 
1 man  wounded  by  a spent  shell  from  the  enemy’s  battery.  The  enemy 
again  retiring,  our  column  was  halted  for  two  hours  in  the  enemy’s 
camps,  and  a quantity  of  commissary  and  other  stores  left  by  the  eneuiy 
were  taken  possession  of. 

At  2 p.  m.,  occupying  a position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  moved 
off  in  line  of  battle  through  the  dense  forest  and  again  overtook  the 
enemy  east  of  the  York  River  Railroad,  but  took  no  part  in  the  hotjy 
contested  engagement  on  our  right. 
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At  dark  withdrew  under  orders  and  fell  back  to  the  railroad,  which 
we  reached  at  1 a.  m.  June  30. 

At  6 a.  m.  moved  off  to  take  position  on  the  Darbytown  road  and 
reached  the  battle-field  of  the  same  day  at  2 o^clock,  and  July  1 (same 
day),  at  3.30  o’clock,  pushed  oft*  in  line  of  battle  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy’s 
fleeing  columns. 

At  7 a.  m.  came  up  with  the  troops  of  the  heroic  Stonewall  Jackson, 
wlio  quickly  passed  our  front.  We  then  retired,  took  another  position, 
and  again  commenced  to  advance  on  the  enemy. 

At  3 p.  m.  we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  on  a high 
eminence.  An  attack  was  immediately  ordered  by  General  Magruder, 
the  troops  occupying  or  forming  four  separate  lines  of  battle,  all  within 
range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  subject  to  the*  most  galling  and  de- 
structive fire  of  shot  and  shell.  Our  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gal- 
lant Col.  George  T.  Anderson,  was  ordered  to  form  the  third  line  of 
battle,  in  support  of  General  Cobb’s  brigade,  which  formed  the  second. 
My  regiment  was  thrown  out  on  the  field  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Third 
Brigade  and  \vas  supported  by  the  learned  and  gallant  Col.  H.  L.  Ben- 
ning,  of  General  Toombs’  brigade,  which  formed  the  fourth  line  of 
battle. 

We  remained  under  the  severe  and  well-directed  fire  of  the  enemy 
from  5 to  9 p.  m. 

Our  casualties  here  were  considerable:  Adjt.  John  F.  Green,  wounded 
severely  in  the  shoulder;  Lieut.  M.  F.  Gudger,  Company  D,  wounded  in 
the  hand;  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Parish,  Company  E,  wounded  in  the  side;  6 
men  killed  on  the  field  and  50  wounded,  most  of  whom  very  severely ; 
missing  16,  some  of  whom  have  not  been  heard  from. 


Killed 6 

Wounded 57 

Missing _. 16 

Total 79 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LUFFMAN, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 
Col.  George  T.  Anderson, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  285. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division, 
of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Allen’s  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage 
Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Division,  July  20, 1862. 
The  following  is  a report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  com- 
posed of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Kershaw  and  Semmes,  commencing 
on  the  26th  ultimo  and  ending  July  1 : 

On  the  26th  I received  orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  for 
any  movement.  None  was,  however,  made. 

On  the  27th  the  troops  were  under  arms  at  daylight.  The  lookouts, 
posted  in  trees  overlooking  the  enemy’s  camps  near  the  railroad,  re- 
ported that  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  being  strengthened,  more 
guns  being  placed  in  the  redoubts  near  the  railroad  and  all  the  works 
numerously  manned. 
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About  11  o’clock  orders  were  received  to  feel  the  enemy  with  two 
regiments.  The  movement  was  delayed  until  about  4 o’clock,  when 
the  Seventh  and  Eighth  South  Carolina,  Colonels  Aiken  and  Hena- 
gan,  advanced  as  far  as  the  abatis  of  the  enemy  under  a heavy  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  Finding  the  enemy  in  strong  force  occupying 
their  works  the  regiments  were  withdrawn,  returning  to  camp  about 
10  p.  m.  Loss,  1 killed  and  3 wounded  in  Seventh  South  Carolina 
Eegiment. 

On  the  28th  remained  in  camp.  The  works  of  the  enemy  were  occu- 
pied by  them  in  force. 

On  the  29th  two  regiments  of  General  Kershaw’s  brigade.  South  Car- 
olina Volunteers,  ordered  forward  at  an  early  hour.  One  regiment 
(Kennedy’s)  being  in  reserve,  supporting  the  pickets,  had  sent  out 
companies  to  reconnoiter,  and  finding  the  enemy’s  works  deserted,  the 
whole  regiment  occupied  the  lines  most  advanced  toward  ours.  The 
remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade,  being  ordered  onward,  joined  that 
of  Colonel  Kennedy,  and  the  whole  brigade,  under  General  Kershaw, 
went  forward  and  took  position  beyond  Fair  Oaks  Station  in  the 
woods  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  keeping  their  skirmishers  well  to 
the  front.  This  brigade  was  in  advance  of  all  other  troops  and  waited 
their  arrival. 

The  enemy  were  seen  crossing  the  railroad  about  a mile  or  less  in 
front,  coming  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  but  it  being  understood  that 
General  Jackson’s  forces  were-  crossing  at  Grapevine  Bridge,  every  one 
was  very  much  concerned,  fearing  that  we  would  become  engaged  with 
them.  So  much  was  General  Kershaw  impressed  with  that  idea  that 
he  withheld  the  fire  of  his  troops  and  sent  a regimental  flag  down  the 
railroad,  waving  it,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  the  presence  of  Confed- 
erate forces. 

General  Semmes’  brigade  in  the  mean  while  came  up  along  the  rail- 
road and  was  halted  behind  the  works  about  Fair  Oaks  Station.  The 
enemy  had  opened  a scattering  fire  from  several  pieces,  which,  however, 
did  no  harm  to  my  command. 

General  Magruder,  having  arranged  his  forces  on  the  left,  ordered 
that  General  Semmes’  brigade  should  move  to  Kershaw’s  position  and 
Kershaw  to  advance. 

General  Huger’s  forces,  or  a portion  of  them,  were  seen  at  this  time 
coming  toward  my  right  flank.  They  soon,  however,  retired,  going 
in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road.  Their  purpose  I did  not 
understand. 

This  was  about  3 p.  m.  General  Kershaw  now  advanced  his  bri- 
gade, leaving  his  left  on  the  railroad,  supported  by  that  of  General 
Semmes.  Kemper’s  battery,  as  it  came  down  the  Nine-mile  road,  was 
ordered  forward,  supported  by  the  Tenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Camming. 
The  brigades  advanced  in  two  lines,  Semmes  receiving  orders  to  cross 
the  Williamsburg  road  with  his  right.  Not  long  after  passing  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Nine-mile  and  Williamsburg  roads  the  enemy  opened  fire 
from  a battery  on  our  right,  which  was  replied  to  with  such  effect  by 
Kemper’s  battery  that  the  enemy  retired  without  engaging  with  their 
infantry.  Kershaw,  continuing  the  march,  relieving  the  Tenth  Georgia 
from  the  support  of  his  battery,  engaged  the  enemy  with  his  whole 
force,  Semmes’  brigade  resting  immediately  behind  and  extending  well 
to  the  right.  Kemper’s  battery,  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Williamsburg  road  upon  elevated  ground,  opened  fire  with  extraordi- 
nary rapidity  and  great  effect.  Finding  that  Kershaw’s  right  was  being 
outflanked  by  the  enemy,  I ordered  in  two  regiments  from  Semmes’ 
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brigade,  and  afterward  the  whole  remaining  force,  which  eftectnally 
prevented  the  design.  Our  troops  and  those  of  the  enemy  were  in  very 
close  proximity — so  much  so  that  at  one  time  the  order  was  given  by 
some  commanders  to  cease  firing,  they  being  fearful  that  we  were 
engaged  with  our  own  men.  One  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  seize  the 
flag  of  the  Tenth  Georgia,  but  was  immediately  knocked  down  and 
killed.  Some  100  of  the  command  were  thrown  into  momentary  confu- 
sion and  were  retiring,  but  with  the  assistance  of  my  staft'  they  were 
immediately  rallied  and  returned  to  their  companies.  As  all  of  my 
force  was  now  engaged,  I sent  to  General  Magruder  for  re-enforcements. 
I did  so  because  I wished  for  a reserve  principally  to  provide  against 
contingencies.  He  sent  me  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi,  which  was  posted 
in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  It 
was  not  brought  into  action.  When  all  my  command  were  engaged  I 
had  ordered  a battery  to  the  right  in  a commanding  position  to  open 
fire,  if  it  could  be  done  without  injury  to  our  troops,  and  to  give  assist- 
ance in  case  of  disaster. 

As  night  advanced  it  became  so  dark  that  the  firing  ceased  on  both 
sides,  the  South  Carolina  brigade  remaining  in  the  position  it  occupied 
in  advance  and  Semmes’  brigade  just  in  rear  of  its  line  of  battle. 

The  engagement  was  commenced  by  an  exceedingly  severe  and  rapid 
shelling  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  5.30  p.  m.  and  lasted  un.til  near 
9 o’clock,  about  three  hours. 

The  South  Carolina  brigade  carried  into  action  1,496  men,  and  lost 
in  killed,  47  ; wounded,  234,  and  missing,  9.  Aggregate,  290  men. 

Semmes’  brigade,  force  actually  engaged — Tenth  Georgia,  Fifth  and 
Tenth  Louisiana — 755  men  5 and  lost  in  killed,  11 ; wounded,  53.  Aggre- 
gate, 64  men.  Aggregate  of  both  brigades,  354  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. 

I beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  gallantry,  cool,  yet  daring,  cour- 
age and  skill  in  the  management  of  his  gallant  command  exhibited  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw;  to  the  cool  courage  and  knowledge  of  his 
duties  exhibited  by  General  Semmes. 

Major  McIntosh,  the  chief  of  my  staff,  exhibited  that  self-possession 
under  fire  and  disposition  to  be  under  fire  so  characteristic  of  his  name, 
his  relations  in  the  old  Army  of  the  United  States  and  our  own. 

I call  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  King  and  Lieuten- 
ant Tucker,  my  aides-de-camp;  Major  Goggin,  inspecting  officer;  Major 
McLaws,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Edwards,  chief  commissary,  who 
were  actively  engaged  in  carrying  out  my  orders  and  giving  me  infor- 
mation as  to  the  movements  of  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  forces. 

In  passing  to  the  front  our  advance  was  through  the  deserted  camps 
of  the  enemy,  where  property  of  great  value  had  been  left,  consisting 
of  tents,  arms,  accouterments,  and  ammunition.  Medical  stores  and 
articles  of  private  property  had  been  destroyed  in  wasteful  profusion. 

On  passing  down  the  Williamsburg  road  I saw  to  the  right  a very 
large  camp,  or  camps,  to  which  roads  had  been  cut  through  the  woods 
and  toward  which  large  bodies  of  men  had  lately  passed.  I sent  a re- 
connoitering  party  to  explore  the  grounds.  They  returned  and  reported 
the  place  entirely  deserted. 

Tlie  night  and  early  morning  after  the  battle  were  passed  in  collect- 
ing and  attending  to  the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead. 

General  Magruder  was  near  the  scene  of  action,  and  from  him  during 
the  day  and  after  the  engagement  my  general  instructions  as  to  the 
advance  were  received. 

Lieutenant  Barry,  of  the  artillery,  had  been  for  some  days  previous 
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placed  in  charge  of  a 32-pounder  rifle  gnn,  mounted  on  a rail  car  and 
protected  from  cannon-shot  by  a sloping  roof  in  front,  covered  with 
plates  of  iron,  through  which  a port-hole  had  been  pierced,  and  from 
rifle-shot  on  the  sides  by  thick  walls  of  wood  lined  with  iron.  His 
battery  moved  down  the  road,  keeping  pace  with  the  advance  of  the 
troops  and  by  his  fire  annoying  the  enemy  whenever  the  range  would 
allow.  His  enthusiasm  at  the  decided  success  of  the  experiment  and 
in  pushing  through  obstructions  deserve  all  praise. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle  and  the  many  deserving  instances  of 
individual  merit  I respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  accompany- 
ing reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  and  to  Captain 
KempeFs  report  of  his  operations.  It  is  but  proper  to  remark  upon 
the  dashing  manner  in  which  Captain  (now  Major)  Kemper  fought  his 
battery.  It  was  cheering  to  the  whole  command  to  see  and  hear  his 
very  rapid  firing. 

The  morning  following  the  engagement  of  the  29th  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  forward  and  had  commenced  the 
movement,  when  other  orders  were  received  to  cross  over  to  the  Darby- 
town  road,  my  command  leading.  Some  confusion  occurred,  owing  to 
the  want  of  guides,  which  being  corrected,  the  column  moved  on  and 
reached  the  neighborhood  of  Timberlake^s  store  about  1 p.  m.  It  was 
there  delayed  by  the  rear  of  General  A.  P.  Hill’s  division  blocking  the 
road. 

While  resting  at  Timberlake’s  store  an  order  was  given  to  move  to 
Kew  Market.  General  Semmes  was  sent  with  his  brigade  by  the  main 
road,  protecting  the  artillery,  and  I went  with  General  Kershaw’s  bri- 
gade across  the  country  by' a road  which  was  reported  as  impractica- 
ble for  wagons  and  artillery,  and  arrived  at  Warren’s  Hill  about  6 p.  m. 

While  waiting  there  the  arrival  of  General  Semmes’  brigade  and 
directions  as  to  encampments  another  order  was  given  through  Colonel 
Cary  to  march  my  command  down  the  Kiver  road  to  a position  he 
would  point  out,  said  to  be  a place  designated  by  Colonel  Chilton. 
On  the  way  down  I met  General  Wise,  who  contended  there  must  be 
some  mistake  about  the  place,  as  the  one  spoken  of  by  Colonel  Cary 
was  entirely  exposed  to  the  gunboats.  While  this  discussion  was  going 
on  another  oflicer  from  General  Magruder  rode  up  and  stated  it  was  the 
general’s  orders  to  move  down  the  Long  Bridge  road,  which  was  done. 

General  Semmes’  brigade  had  never  reached  New  Market  with  the 
artillery,  but  had  been  diverted  and  placed  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of 
the  Long  Bridge  road. 

My  command  had  been  marching  all  day,  and  General  Magruder 
allowed  me  to  halt  it  on  reaching  him,  which  was  1 mile  down  the 
Long  Bridge  road.  At  that  time  it  was  nearly  dark.  General  Semmes 
came  up  and  reported  that  a portion  of  his  command  and  all  but  one 
of  his  staff  had  been  separated  from  him  in  the  thick  woods  where  he 
had  been  posted. 

We  remained  in  the  road  several  hours  waiting  until  General  Jones’ 
division  and  Cobb’s  had  passed.  We  then  moved  on,  receiving  orders 
that  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  General  Magruder’s  staff,  would  post  the 
brigade. 

About  2 o’clock  arrived  near  the  battle-field  of  the  day  before,  and 
after  examining  the  ground  as  well  as  could  be  done  in  the  dark  I 
posted  General  Kershaw’s  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road,  holding 
General  Semmes’  in  reserve  along  the  road. 

My  command  was  completely  exhausted,  not  having  had  anything 
to  eat  j had  been  heavily  engaged  the  evening  previous  j had  passed  the 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 


719 


niglit  and  early  morning  in  attending  to  the  wounded  and  collecting 
and  burying  tlie  dead,  and  had  been  on  the  march  for  about  twenty 
hours.  "After  resting  but  an  hour  or  two  the  lines  were  formed  and 
moved  to  the  front  on  the  right  of  the  road.  After  going  but  a short 
distance  beyond  the  Willis  Church,  on  Quaker  road,  an  order  was  given 
to  recall  the  command,  and,  as  I understood  it.  General  Magruder’s 
forces  were  to  join  on  to  the  right  of  General  Jackson’s,  which  was  at 
the  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  to  our  right.  General  Magruder 
directed  me  to  bring  up  the  rear,  which  I did,  marching  behind  General 
Magruder’s  division,  arriving  at  the  road  in  front  of  Carter’s  field.  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left  flank  and  join  my  com- 
mand to  the  right  of  General  Jackson’s,  going  down  a road  which 
passed  around  Carter’s  field  to  the  battle  ground  (Crew’s  farm),  direct- 
ing me  first  to  reconnoiter  the  ground.  On  going  down  the  road  I 
found  the  position  I was  to  occupy  held  by  brigades  of  General  Huger. 
I informed  General  Longstreet  of  the  fact,  and  he  directed  me  to  remain 
where  I was  for  the  present.  Arrangements  being  made  to  open  fire 
with  our  batteries  in  front,  I was  directed  to  place  my  command  out  of 
the  line  of  the  fire  which  would  be  returned  by  the  enemy  in  response 
to  our  batteries. 

General  Magruder  shortly  afterward  came  back  with  the  head  of  his 
column,  and  passing  by  Carter’s  house  went  into  the  woods  beyond. 
My  command  was  ordered  to  positions  to  the  right  and  left  of  Carter’s 
house  about  4.30  a.  m. 

About  6 a.  m.  they  were  ordered  to  the  front,  advancing  one  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  field  and  the  other  on  the  left,  separated  400  or  500 
yards,  and  entirely  out  of  sight  of  each  other.  They  were  carried  to 
the  front,  from  which  they  were  to  advance,  by  a staff  officer  of  Gen- 
eral Magruder,  and  General  Kershaw’s  brigade  was  assisted  as  much 
as  possible  after  their  arrival  by  Major  McIntosh,  of  my  staff*,  in  taking 
position. 

Brigadier-General  Semmes,  advancing  on  the  right,  owing  to  various 
causes — viz : the  thickness  of  the  woods,  miscarriage  or  misconception 
of  orders,  and  the  fatigue  his  command  had  undergone — carried  into 
action  but  557  men.  The  dead  of  his  command,  however,  found  in  ad- 
vance evidenced  the  gallantry  of  those  few.  His  loss  was : Killed,  17 ; 
wounded,  56 ; missing,  63.  Aggregate,  136. 

General  Kershaw,  going  forward  on  the  left,  lost  in  killed,  22; 
wounded,  113 ; missing,  29.  Aggregate,  164.  Carried  into  action,  956 
men. 

The  fatigue  of  the  two  previous  days,  want  of  sleep  and  food,  caused 
the  diminution  of  forces.  Many  men,  having  fallen  out,  were  left  be- 
hind on  the  march  of  the  day  and  night  previous. 

There  were  many  stragglers  from  the  various  forces  on  the  field, 
which  were  collected  near  Carter’s  house  and  sent  back  to  join  their 
regiments  from  time  to  time,  and  as  the  battle  ceased  returned  to  the 
last  camps  of  their  regiments. 

For  the  minute  iiarticulars  of  the  fight  and  the  cases  of  individual 
merit  in  the  regiments  the  attention  of  the  general  is  called  to  the  ac- 
comiianying  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders. 

Major  McIntosh  was  again  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  having  his 
horse  shot  under  him  ; and  my  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of 
my  stafl*,  who  rendered  all  possible  assistance  in  preventing  confusion, 
rallying  the  men,  and  reforming  the  stragglers. 

The  following-named  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
regiments  engaged  are  noticed  by  their  several  commanders  tor  good 
conduct  in  the  several  engagements  : 
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KersJiaich  brigade. — General  Kershaw  mentions  Colonel  Henagan, 
Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment;  Colonel  Kennedy,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodwyn  (wounded),  and  Major  Gaillard,  Second  South  Carolina; 
Colonel  Kance  and  Major  Eutherford,  Third  South  Carolina;  Colonel 
Aiken  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland  (wounded).  Seventh  South  Caro- 
lina ; Captain  Kemper,  Kemper’s  battery ; Sergeant  Harley,  color- 
bearer,  Second  South  Carolina ; Corporal  Blakely,  Third  South  Caro- 
lina. Staff — Capt.  C.  E.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Lieut.  A. 
E.  Hoby,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  W.  M.  Dwight,  acting  assistant  in- 
spector-general ; Mr.  J.  A.  Myers,  acting  aide-de-camp.  Colonel  Hen- 
agan, Eighth  South  Carolina,  mentions  Major  McLeod.  Colonel  Kance, 
Third  South  Carolina,  mentions  Capt.  D.  M.  H.  Langston  (wounded) 
and  Lieut.  H.  C.  Johnston,  Third  Alabama,  acting  voluntarily.  Colonel 
Aiken,  Seventh  South  Carolina,  mentions  Adjutant  Childs  and  Ser- 
geant-Major Stallworth. 

iSemmes'  brigade. — General  Semmes  mentions  Colonel  Cumming,  Tenth 
Georgia,  and  Captain  Holt;  Colonel  Hunt,  Fifth  Louisiana;  Colonel 
August,  Fifteenth  Virginia  (wounded);  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waggamau, 
Tenth  Louisiana  (wounded) ; Lieutenant  Benning,  Georgia  Eegulars 
(reported  to  General  Semmes  on  the  field).  Staff — Captain  Clemons, 
assistant  adjutant-general ; Captain  Briggs,  aide-de-camp  (wounded) ; 
Lieutenants  Cody  and  Eedd,  volunteer  aides-de-camp. 

The  enemy  left  something  over  500  dead  on  the  field — 520  as  re- 
ported by  an  officer  left  to  bury  our  dead. 

I call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  arms  taken  at  Shirley  by  Col- 
onel Nance,  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Eegiment.  The  notice  of  their 
being  at  that  place  was  given  me  by  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill.  Hundreds 
of  muskets  were  collected  by  the  different  brigades  and  my  quartermas- 
ter and  ordnance  officer,  of  which  no  account  was  made. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major- General, 

To  General  Magruder’s  Adjutant-General. 


No.  286. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  Paul  J.  Semmes,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles  of 
Savage  Station  and  Crew's  Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Eight  Wing,  Department  of  the  Potomac, 
Crete's  Farm,  Ya.,  July  4,  1862. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  battle  of  Savage  Station,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  having  received  orders 
from  Major-General  McLaws  to  send  forward  two  regiments  to  the 
support  of  Brigadier- General  Kershaw’s  brigade,  then  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  the  Tenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Cumming,  and  the  Thirty-second 
Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willis  commanding,  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance. Very  soon  after,  perceiving  that  the  firing  bore  to  our  right, 
without  waiting  to  communicate  with  the  major-general  I moved  in 
that  direction  with  the  Fifth  Louisiana,  Colonel  Hunt.  These  three 
regiments  found  themselves  confronting  the  enemy  in  the  following 
order  from  right  to  left : Fifth  Louisiana,  Thirty-second  Virginia,  and 
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Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers.  Having  halted  the  Fifth  Louisiana  and 
reformed  it  in  the  thick  wood  through  which  the  advance  had  been 
made,  and  discovering  troops  not  more  than  40  yards  in  front,  and 
being  necessarily  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  belonged  to  our  army 
or  that  of  the  enemy,  I directed  Private  Maddox,  Company  K,  Fifth 
Louisiana,  to  advance  and  challenge,  Who  are  you  to  which  the 
reply  was,  ^‘Friends.”  Hearing  the  reply,  I demanded,  “What  regi- 
ment*?” and  was  answered,  “Third  Vermont.”  Thereupon  the  order 
was  given  to  commence  firing.  After  the  firing  had  continued  for 
some  time  with  spirit,  hearing  firing  immediately  in  our  front  at  a dis- 
tance of  some  hundreds  of  yards,  and  apprehending  that  our  troops 
miglit  become  engaged  with  each  other,  it  being  then  quite  dark,  I gave 
the  order  to  cease  firing,  to  reform  the  line,  and  for  the  men  to  rest  on 
their  arms. 

After  thus  resting  for  half  an  hour,  and  the  battle  having  terminated 
by  the  cessation  of  all  firing,  1,  at  about  8.30  o’clock,  conducted  the  Fifth 
Louisiana  and  the  Tliirty-second  Virginia  back  to  camp,  whither  the 
Tenth  Georgia  had  just  repaired. 

During  the  engagement  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Louisiana,  sug- 
gested a charge,  which  was  promptly  declined,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
the  thick  wood,  and  the  great  risk  of  coming  in  contact  with  iiortions 
of  our  own  troops.  The  enemy  fled  from  the  field,  it  is  true,  but  under 
such  circumstances  I was  unwilling  to  pursue,  thereby  jeopardizing 
unnecessarily  valuable  lives  and  incurring  the  great  risk  of  encounter- 
ing other  portions  of  our  own  army. 

Much  of  the  time  the  enemy  were  engaged  at  a distance  of  not  above 
40  yards.  Their  heavy  comparative  loss  doubtless  resulted  mainly 
from  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  smooth-bore  muskets  with  buck  and 
ball  at  short  range,  the  superior  steadiness  of  our  men,  and  the  precision 
of  their  fire. 

A list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  division  head- 
quarters. 

Cummiug’s  regiment,  being  longer  and  more  severely  engaged,  suf- 
fered incomparably  more  than  the  two  others  and  inflicted  heavier  loss 
on  the  enemy. 

Although  these  three  regiments  carried  into  action  only  755  men,  no 
less  than  400  of  the  enemy’s  dead  were  found  on  the  field  the  next 
morning  in  their  front,  his  wounded  having  been  removed  during  the 
night. 

The  loss  of  the  l^ifth  Louisiana  was  onlj-  0,  while  more  than  100  of 
the  dead  enemy  were  counted  on  the  field  immediately  in  its  front. 

The  toss  of  the  Thirty-second  Virginia  was  also  small,  and  the  dam- 
age to  the  eneiu}"  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  with  that  inflicted  by 
the  Fifth  Louisiana. 

In  the  early  iiart  of  the  action  Cai)tain  Olemons,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  stunned.  Captain  Briggs,  aide- 
-de-camp,  rendered  me  valuable  service  on  the  field  throughout  the 
action.  Lieutenant  Eedd,  volunteer  aide,  while  bearing  an  order  to 
Col.  A.  Cumming,  Tenth  Georgia,  found  himself  under  a cross-fire  from 
the  Fifty-third  Georgia  and  the  enemy.  His  horse  Avas  three  times  hit 
and  his  coat  perforated  in  front  by  a bullet.  Lieutenant  Cody,  Amlun- 
teer  aide,  also  actively  participated.  Lieutenant  Cody  bore  an  order  to 
Manly’s  battery  to  move  forward  and  take  position  on  my  right,  which 
(Jai)tain  Manly  found  impossible  to  do,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the 
im])racticability  of  the  ground.  Three  of  Manly’s  horses  Avere  Avounded 
in  his  effort  to  get  into  position. 
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The  Fifteeuth  Virginia,  Tenth  Louisiana,  and  the  Fifty-third  Georgia 
were  held  in  reserve. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier- General. 

Oapt.  T.  S.  McIntosh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Eight  Wing,  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

July  4,  1862. 


Report  of  Casualties  in  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Bight  Wing,  Department  of  the 
Potomac,  in  the  engagement  on  Sunday,  June  29. 


Command. 

In  action. 

Killed. 

Wounded.  | 

General  staff 

6 

lOtli  Georgia  Volunteers : 

Officers 

1 

9 

Privates 

47 

Total 

345 

10 

47 

5tli  Louisiana  Volunteers : 

Officers 

1 

! 

1 

4 

Privates 

Total - 

331 

1 

5 

32d  Virginia  Volunteers : 

Officers  

Privates 

1 

Total 

73 

1 

Grand  total 

755 

11 

53 

64 

Aggregate  killed  and  wounded 

The  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  held  in  reserve. 

Eespect fully  submitted. 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES,. 

Brigadier-General. 


Oapt.  W.  G.  Clemons, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Eight  Wing,  Department  of  the  Potomac, 
Crew^s  Farm^  Fh.,  July  4,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Crew’s  Farm  on  the  1st  instant: 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle  and  some  time 
before  any  engagement  Avith  small-arms,  by  order  of  Major-General 
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Magruder,  my  commaudwas  moved  up  aud  held  in  reserve  in  a ravine 
about  1,200  yards  from  the  enemy’s  batteries,  at  which  ])lace  it  was 
subjected  to  a shelling  unsuri^assed  for  severity  in  any  coiitiict  during 
the  war. 

Between  5 and  G m.  Captain  Latrobe  delivered  an  order  from 
Major  General  Magruder  to  me  to  move  forward  to  the  support  of 
Brig.  Gen.'D.  E.  Jones’  division.  My  brigade  was  flanked  to  the  right 
about  300  yards  and  theu  advanced  in  line  of  battle.  The  advaiuie 
commenced  a distance  of  not  less  than  800  yards  from  the  enemy’s 
guns.  The  right  of  my  line,  consisting  of  the  rifteenth  Virginia,  Thirty- 
second  Virginia,  and  a part  of  the  Mfth  Louisiana,  advancing  in  an 
open  field  in  full  view  of  the  enemy’s  guns  and  being  much  exposed  to 
his  missiles,  distance  was  taken  to  the  left,  so  as  to  bring  these  regi- 
ments under  cover,  first  of  the  wood  and  theu  of  a hill  in  the  open 
ground  in  front,  as  far  as  practicable. 

At  or  about  the  time  this  movement  was  progressing  Colonel  August, 
commanding  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  a number  of  his 
men  were  wounded  and  two  men  of  the  Thirty-second  Virginia  Volun- 
teers killed.  My  own  coat,  while  I was  in  front  of  the  Fitteeiith  Vir- 
ginia, was  cut  by  a fragment  of  a shell.  Major  [John  S.]  Walker,  of  the 
Fifteenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  was  soon  after  killed  while  advancing 
with  his  regiment. 

Having  passed  beyond  the  center  of  the  line,  and  judging  that  sufii- 
cient  distance  had  been  gained  to  the  left,  the  advance  was  resumed. 
Finding  myself  in  front  of  the  Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers  and  to  the 
left  of  the  Fifty-third  Georgia,  the  fence  separating  the  wood  from  the 
open  ground  was  passed  over,  and  the  Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  then 
under  command  of  Captain  Holt — Colonel  Cumming,  while  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment,  having  been  previously  stricken  down  by  a frag- 
ment of  a shell  and  stunned  and  borne  from  the  field — and  Company 
K,  of  the  Fifty-third  Georgia  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  McCowaii  com- 
manding, were  halted  and  reformed  immediately  on  the  right  of  our 
disabled  batteries,  which  had  ceased  to  repl^^  to  those  of  the  enemy. 
The  line,  being  reformed,  was  moved  obliquely  to  the  right  and  most 
of  the  time  for  a distance  of  not  less  than  500  yards  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  and,  after  having  attained  the  slope  under  and  about 
200  yards  from  the  crest  on  which  his  guns  were  in  position,  was  halted 
preparatory  to  making  a charge. 

Some  minutes  after  the  Tenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenaut- 
Colouel  Waggaman,  ai^peared,  and  traversed  nearly  the  same  ground 
over  which  the  Tenth  Georgia  and  Company  K,  of  the  Fifty-third 
Georgia  Volunteers,  had  passed.  An  order  was  borne  by  Lieutenaut 
Cody,  volunteer  aide  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waggaman,  commandiug 
Tenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  to  incline  to  and  form  on  my  right,  which 
Avas  accomi)lished. 

Owing  to  a misconception  of  orders,  the  difficulties  of  the  ground, 
and  the  lateness  of  the  hour  only  557  of  my  men  Avere  finally  brought 
into  action.  Lieutenant  Benning,  First  Georgia  Eegulars,  of  Auder- 
soii’s  brigade,  reporting  his  presence  with  a company  of  that  regiment 
Avhich  had  become  separated  therefrom,  Avas  ordered  to  take  post  on  the 
left  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana.  Parts  of  ISiorth  Carolina  and  Mississii)pi 
regiments  Avere  found  on  the  ground  and  formed  on  Benning’s  left,  the 
Tentli  Georgia  and  Comi)any  K,  of  the  Fifty-third  Georgia,  being  cn 
the  left.  There  Avere  parts  of  numbers  of  other  regiments  on  the  sloi)es 
and  in  the  raAines  to  Avhich  orders  were  sent  to  join  in  the  charge, 
using  for  this  puipose  Captain  Briggs  and  Lieutenant  Cody,  of  my 
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staff,  and  Captain  Holt  and  Lieutenant  Slade,  of  tbe  Tenth  Georgia, 
but  for  some  cause  these  troops  did  not  come  forward.  The  lateness  of 
the  hour  and  the  darkness  would  not  admit  of  further  delay.  About 
700  men,  consisting  of  troops  of  my  brigade  and  detachments  from  regi- 
ments of  other  commands,  as  above  stated,  were  formed  and  moved  for- 
ward to  the  charge  silently  and  in  quick-time.  The  charge  was  made 
with  coolness  and  regularity  for  a distance  of  150  yards  in  the  face  of 
a terrific  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns,  consisting  of  six  G-gun  batteries 
and  fonr  of  a 10-gun  Parrott  battery,  six  of  which  had  been  previously 
captured,  and  bis  musketry,  wdieu,  unfortunately,  the  right  of  our  line 
was  tired  into  from  the  rear  by  troops  of  other  brigades  of  our  own 
army,  which,  with  the  terrible  fire  poured  by  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
caused  the  line  to  waver  and  finally  to  break,  the  men  seeking  partial 
shelter  behind  a number  of  farm-houses  not  more  than  60  yards  from 
the  enemy’s  nearest  gun.  Our  line  approached  that  of  the  enemy  diag- 
onally, thereby  throwing  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  which  was  on  the  right, 
farther  in  advance.  The  dead  of  this  regiment  were  commingled  with 
those  of  the  enemy  and  very  near  his  guns.  It  was  here  that  the  last 
was  seen  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waggaman,  while  heading 
his  regiment,  who  it  is  supposed  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 
Dead  bodies  of  our  own  men  and  those  of  the  enemy  were  found  in  close 
proximity  at  and  near  these  houses. 

For  half  an  hour  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  reform  and  again 
advance  to  the  charge,  but  owing  to  the  small  number,  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  (8.30  p.  m.),  the  horror  of  again  coming  in  deadly  conflict  with 
troops  of  our  own  army  and  the  terrible  and  incessant  cross-fire  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery  and  musketry,  although  there  was  no  terror  manifested, 
no  demoralization  apparent,  still  the  effort  proved  unavailing. 

Finding  further  effort  useless,  I,  at  9 o’clock  at  night,  ordered  the 
troops  to  withdraw  quietly,  which  was  done.  Having  been  actively 
engaged  for  more  than  three  hours  I had  become  so  exhausted  as  to 
be  almost  unable  to  leave  the  field,  and  could  not  have  reached  the  camp 
that  night  but  for  the  timely  assistance  of  two  of  my  men. 

A list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  the  division 
headquarters. 

My  staff* — Captain  Clemons,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain 
Briggs,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenants  Cody  and  Redd,  volunteer  aides — 
rendered  very  efficient  service  on  the  field.  They  were  mucli  exposed 
to  tbe  enemy’s  missiles,  balls,  shell,  grape,  and  bullets,  but  fortunately 
all  escaped  untouched  excei)t  Captain  Briggs,  who  was  stricken  sense- 
less to  the  ground  by  a grape  shot,  which  had  passed  through  and 
killed  outright  a man  in  his  front,  by  which  he  will  be  disabled  for 
some  time. 

Individual  cases  of  gallantry  might  be  named,  but  this  is  deemed 
unnecessary.  Only  the  chivalrous  and  brave  were  there  in  such  close 
and  deadly  proximity  to  tbe  foe.  Tbe  coward  and  the  skulker  had 
long  ere  the  close  of  the  battle  sought  safety  in  inglorious  flight  from 
the  bloody  field  under  cover  of  tbe  darkness. 

I am,  captain,  verv  respectfull3^  your  obedient  servant. 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  T.  S.  McIntosh, 

Assistan  t A djii tant-  Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Right  Wing,  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

July  3,  1862. 


Report  of  Casualties  in  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Bight  Wing,  Department  of  the 
Potomac,  in  the  battle  near  Allen’’ s Farm,  Fa.,  July  1,  1862. 


Command. 

In  action. 

Killed. 

V 

a 

0 

o 

Missing. 

3 

o 

H 

General  staff 

6 

1 

1 

10th  Georgia  Volunteers : 

Officers  

Privates 

2 

13 

23 

38 

Total 

198 

2 

13 

23 

38 

10th  Louisiana  Volunteers : 

Officei’s 

1 

2 

3 

Privates 

12 

36 

36 

84 

Total 

318 

13 

36 

38 

87 

53d  Georgia  Volunteers: 

Officers  

Privates 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Total 

35 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Waggaman,  commanding  Tenth  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers, is  among  the  missing,  and  supposed  to  have  been  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner. 

The  Fifth  Louisiana  and  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-second  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers and  Manly^s  battery  were  not  brought  into  action. 

While  in  reserve.  Major  Walker  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  and  2 men 
of  the  Thirty-second  Virginia  were  killed,  and  Colonel  August  and  7 
men  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  and  Major  Jefferson  Sinclair  and  3 men 
of  the  Thirty-second  wounded. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  W.  G.  Clemons, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


R-o.  287. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw j G.  S.  Army^  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade^  of  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard^  or  Allen’s  Farm.,  and  battles 
of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Hdqrs.  4th  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Fear  Richmond^  Va.,  July  14,  1862. 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  recent  battles  before  Rich- 
mond: 

With  the  exception  of  frequent  movements  of  my  regiments,  under 
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orders  from  Major-General  Magriuler,  and  occasional  attacks  upon  tlie 
outposts  of  the  enemy,  to  ascertain  their  strength,  resulting  in  the  loss 
to  the  Seventh  Kegiinent  of  1 killed  and  3 wounded,  and  to  the  Third  of 
several  wounded,  and  the  discovery  that  the  enemy  was  at  least  in  his 
usual  force  in  our  front,  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  my  com- 
mand until  Sunday  morning,  the  29th.  At  an  early  hour  I received 
orders  from  Major-General  McLaws  to  send  forward  a regiment  and 
ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in  front.  I dispatched  the  Second 
Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Colonel  [JohnD.]  Kennedy.  Some 
hour  after  I received  from  that  officer  information  that  the  enemy  had 
disappeared,  and  that  he  occux)ied  his  abandoned  works. 

Immediately  communicating  with  division  headquarters,  T received 
orders  to  advnnce  mj"  entire  command  to  the  supx)ort  of  Colonel  Ken- 
nedy. Soon  after  the  arrival  of  this  brigade  at  Fair  Oaks  my  skir- 
mishers, under  command  of  Maj.  F.  Gaillard,  of  the  Second  Eegiment, 
became  engaged  slightly  on  the  left,  and  my  whole  command  was  or- 
dered to  advance  cautiously  across  tlie  York  Eiver  Eailroad  along  the 
Kiue-mile  road,  under  repeated  cautions  to  be  careful  not  to  engage  the 
forces  of  General  Jackson,  which  were  believed  to  be  advancing  from 
the  Chickahominy  to  our  lett.  We  advanced  about  1 mile  when  the 
firing  along  the  left  of  my  line  of  skirmishers . became  general  and  an 
artillery  fire  from  our  left  front  was  opened  upon  our  column.  Having 
every  reason  to  sujii^ose  that  this  might  be  a collision  with  General 
Jackson’s  forces,  I restrained  the  fire  of  my  men  and  sent  a regimental 
battle-flag  to  the  front  to  be  waved  on  the  railroad.  At  this  conjunc- 
tion I was  ordered  to  fall  back  and  take  position,  with  my  left  resting 
on  the  railroad.  Here  it  became  evident,  from  the  continuance  of  the 
Are  upon  our  lines,  that  the  enemy  was  in  front  of  us. 

About  3 1^.  m.,  the  other  troops  of  General  Magruder’s  command 
being  in  position,  I received  orders  to  advance  along  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  and  marched  at  once  steadily  in  the  direction  of  Savage 
Station.  Arriving  at  the  point  from  which  the  enemy  had  fired  his 
artillery  (the  first  house  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  below  Fair  Oaks), 
it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  retired.  Still  advancing,  my  right  skir- 
mishers became  engaged  while  passing  through  the  wood,  but  upon 
reaching  the  o^Den  X)lain  beyond  the  enemy  was  found  occupying  a 
series  of  heavy  earthworks  at  the  far  end  of  the  field  on  the  Williams- 
burg road.  I halted  the  command  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  sent  for 
Kemi)er’s  battery,  and  ordered  forward,  along  a ravine  near  the  rail- 
road to  a thick  wood  in  front  of  my  left,  the  Second  and  Third  Eegi- 
ments  South  Carolina  Volunteers  to  flank  the  redoubts  and  to  charge 
them  if  j^racticable.  Kemper  arriving,  I directed  him  to  open  upon  the 
enemy,  which  he  did  with,  such  rapidity  and  eflect  as  to  disperse  them 
without  the  aid  of  the  infantry.  At  this  moment  I received  orders 
from  Major  General  Magruder  to  continue  my  advance  and  attack  any 
l^osition  I might  meet  the  enemy  in.  I ordered  my  command  forward, 
preceded  as  before  by  skirmishers  commanded  by  Alajor  Gaillard,  to 
whose  assistance  I sent  Maj.  W.  D.  Eutherford,  of  the  Third  Eegiment. 
I signified  to  Major  Brent,  who  brought  me  the  order,  that  in  my  opin- 
ion there  should  be  troox)S  to  my  right,  which  only  extended  to  the 
Williamsburg  road,  though  my  skirmishers  were  extended  beyond  to 
cover  thaf  flank.  In  a few  minutes  I heard  that  Major-General  McLaws 
had  ordered  forward  General  Semmes’  brigade  to  that  x^osition.  Con- 
tinuing the  advance  through  the  abandoned  works  and  camps  of  the 
enemy,  taking  some  prisoners  on  the  way,  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of 
the  wood  which  skirts  Savage’s  farm.  Sending  forward  the  line  of 
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.skirmishers  to  brush  the  wood,  they  soon  eneountered  the  enemy  in 
heavy  force  and  a formidable  artillery  fire.  Kemper’s  battery  was 
placed  in  position  on  the  road,  Colonel  Henagan’s  (Eighth  South  Car- 
olina) regiment  was  thrown  to  his  right  across  the  road,  and  the  whole 
command  became  engaged.  I ordered  the  Second  and  Third  Kegi- 
ments  to  charge,  which  they  did  in  gallant  style,  and  immediately  after 
the  Seventh  Eegiment,  Colonel-  [D.  Wyatt]  Aiken.  These  regiments 
steadily  and  rapidly  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  through 
the  wood  and  well  into  the  held  beyond,  throwing  them  into  confusion 
and  strewing  the  ground  with  dead.  In  the  mean  time  the  Seventh 
Eegiment,  which  was  next  to  the  Williamsburg  road,  found  itself 
flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced  along  that  road,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Kemper’s  battery  and  the  Eighth  Eegiment,  to  a position  some 
200  yards  in  our  rear.  Matters  were  in  this  position  when  General 
Semmes  attacked  on  my  right.  The  line  of  his  fire  upon  the  enemy 
rendered  the  position  of  my  advanced  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  road 
extremely  hazardous,  and  Colonel  Aiken  very  properly  fell  back  to  the 
general  line  of  battle,  followed  by  Colonels  [James  D.]  Kance  and  Ken- 
nedy. In  the  mean  time  Kemper’s  battery,  flanked  by  the  Eightli 
Eegiment,  had  inflicted  terrible  havoc  upon  the  enemy,  whose  dead  lay 
in  heaps  along  the  road  scarcely  200  yards  from  the  battery. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  engagement  was  most 
commendable.  Kothing  could  exceed  the  gallantry,  self-possession, 
and  efficiency  of  the  regimental  commanders.  Colonels  Henagan,  Ken- 
nedy, Kance,  and  Aiken,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 
Though  my  loss  was  heavy,  it  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  tliat  we 
turn  to  500  dead  of  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  as  attesting  the  bravery 
and  efficiency  of  the  troops  engaged  at  Savage’s,  and  that  our  loss  was 
fearfully  avenged. 

I regret  to  record  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Garlington, 
Tliird  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  whom  his  commanding 
officer  most  truly  says,  “He  was  an  officer  of  fine  judgment,  cool  cour- 
age, and  commendable  energy.”  He  was  killed  instantly  in  the  act  of 
brandishing  his  sword  defiantly. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  D.  Goodwyn,  of  the  Second  Eegiment,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [Elbert]  Bland,  of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegiment,  were 
both  severely  wounded,  conspicuously  exposed  as  they  were  in  tlie  act- 
ive discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  field. 

Major  Gaillard,  Second  Eegiment,  was  charged  with  the  important 
and  responsible  duty  of  directing  the  movements  of  the  skirmishers 
during  the  day.  This  duty  he  discharged  with  great  judgment  and  gal- 
lantry. His  horse  was  killed  under  him  during  the  engagement.  He 
was  efficiently  assisted  in  the  duties  of  his  position  by  Maj.  W.  I). 
Eutberford,  Third  South  Carolina  Eegiment. 

Ca]itain  Kemper  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  main- 
tained the  high  reputation  they  established  at  Vienna,  Bull  Eun,  and 
Manassas,  and  are  entitled  to  iiarticular  notice  in  this  report. 

For  particular  mention  of  such  of  the  company  officers  as  require 
especial  notice  I respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  regimental 
commanders,  which  accompany  this. 

This  action  being  closed  by  the  approach  of  a stormy  night,  my 
command,  re-enforced  by  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment,  Colonel 
Griffin,  lay  upon  their  arms  on  the  field  of  battle  until  daylight,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Eemoving  our 
wounded  and  burying  onr  dead,  we  marched,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  McLaws,  by  the  Enroughty  [Darby]  town  road  to  Kew  Market, 
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and  prepared  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  but  were  almost  immediately 
ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  General  Lougstreet,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy  at  Frazier’s  farm.  On  the  way  we  were  halted  and  per- 
mitted to  rest  until  11  p.  m.,  when  we  continued  the  march  to  Frazier’s 
farm,  arriving  just  in  time  to  take  our  position  by  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  1.  About  8 a.  m.  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  as  far  as  the 
Willis  Church  road,  where  the  forces  of  General  Jackson  passed  to  our 
right,  and  we  were  ordered  back  along  the  Long  Bridge  road  several 
miles  to  the  rear,  where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  4 j).  m.,  when 
we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  open  field  on  the  farm  adjoining  Crew’s 
farm.  Here  we  remained  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  until 
about  0 p.  m.,  when  1 was  directed  by  an  ofhcer  of  Major-General  Ma- 
grnder’s  staff  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy’s  battery.  Having  no 
specific  instructions  and  no  knowledge  of  the  ground  or  position  of 
the  enemy,  I led  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  through  a wood  for  half 
a mile  toward  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  fire,  exposed  all  the 
while  to  a front  and  flank  fire  of  artillery,  which  could  not  be  avoided. 
During  this  march  I passed  three  lines  of  troops  who  had  preceded  me 
in  the  attack.  Arriving  immediately  in  front  of  that  portion  of  the 
enemy  where  I determined  to  assail  him,  I was  indebted  to  your  assist- 
tance,  captain,  for  finding  my  way  to  a ravine  which  led  immediately 
up  to  the  plateau  upon  which  the  enemy  was  formed.  Availing  myself 
of  this  shelter,  I led  my  command  up  to  the  Willis  Church  road. 
Here  the  enemy  occupied  the  open  field  in  two  lines  in  force  in  my 
front,  forming  an  obtuse  angle,  facing  toward  the  road  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  flank  any  force  which  might  ascend  the  brow  of  the  hill  in 
my  front.  Between  these  two  lines  of  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  inter- 
section a battery  of  artillery  was  placed,  pouring  over  our  heads  a 
crushing  shower  of  grape  and  canister,  while  the  infantry  lines  blazed 
with  a constant  stream  of  fire.  Still  farther  to  my  right  the  artillery 
on  the  hill  near  the  orchard  enfiladed  my  line,  and  their  infantry,  in 
Crew’s  farm  to  my  right  rear,  were  engaged  with  some  of  our  forces 
whose  line  of  battle  was  parallel  to  my  own. 

In  the  position  we  occupied  a fence  and  thick  hedge  in  front  of  the 
road  formed  a considerable  obstacle  to  an  advance  along  the  center  of 
my  line,  while  the  rising  ground  in  front  screened  the  enemy  from  view, 
except  on  my  extreme  right  and  left.  The  Second  Kegiment,  which 
extended  to  near  the  parsonage,  having  open  ground  in  front,  engaged 
the  left  line  of  the  enemy  with  some  effect  j but  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand were  powerless  to  accomplish  anything  in  their  then  position, 
and  I was  satisfied  that  any  farther  advance  at  that  point  would  insure 
the  destruction  of  my  command  unless  some  change  was  made  in  the 
enemy’s  position.  The  nature  of  the  ground  affording  considerable 
protection  to  the  men,  I determined  to  hold  them  there,  in  the  hope  that 
some  diversion  by  an  attack  either  on  the  right  or  left  might  be  created 
in  our  favor. 

After  some  time  a galling  fire  was  opened  from  our  rear,  killing  and 
wounding  the  men  and  producing  a general  feeling  of  uneasiness  in 
the  whole  command.  Captain  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
Lieutenant  Dwight,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  of  my  staff,  went 
back  in  xierson  to  arrest  the  fire.  Major  Eutherford,  of  the  Third  Eegi- 
ment,  attem])ted  to  do  the  same,  and  Oorpl.  T.  Whitner  Blakely  is  es- 
pecially commended  by  Colonel  NTance  for  having  volunteered  for  the 
same  dangerous  duty.  Finding  that  the  fire  still  continued  for  some 
time,  doing  us  more  damage  than  that  of  the  enemy,  I ordered  the  com- 
mand to  retire  by  the  route  we  came  to  the  next  road  in  our  rear. 
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At  this  point  1 round  Major  Gaillard,  commanding-,  reforming  tlie 
Second  Kegiment.  With  this  regiment  1 retired  to  the  next  road  in  our 
rear,  where  I again  halted,  supposing  that  the  other  regiments  would 
be  found  there,  but  owing  to  the  intricacies  of  the  wood  and  the  ap- 
proaching darkness  the  commanding  officers  conducted  their  regiments 
severally  to  the  field  whence  we  entered  the  fight. 

While  collecting  on  the  flag  of  the  Second  Kegiment  all  the  men  of 
the  brigade  who  came  by,  General  Ewell  rode  up  and  desired  me  to  ad- 
vance my  commaruf  to  support  a brigade  he  was  about  to  lead  into 
action  in  Crew’s  field.  Calling  attention  to  the  small  number  of  men 
with  me  and  my  desire  to  collect  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  I indi- 
cated my  unwillingness  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  any 
support  I could  render,  but  as  he  became  very  urgent  I yielded,  and 
led  the  Second  Regiment,  under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  to  the  point 
indicated.  Soon  General  Ewell’s  forces  appeared,  and  he  led  two  regi- 
ments in  beautiful  order  to  the  attack  under  a terrible  fire  of  artillery 
and  infantry.  While  we  were  at  this  point.  Sergeant  Harley,  color- 
bearer  of  the  Second  Regiment,  exposed  himself  with  gallantry  worthy 
of  especial  mention  in  his  efforts  to  encourage  and  animate  the  men 
around  him,  and  was  wounded  by  a shell  while  thus  engaged. 

Several  regiments  having  arrived  and  taken  position  in  our  rear  in 
support  of  General  Ewell’s  advance,  and  the  infantry  fire  having  mate- 
rially diminished,  I brought  off*  the  Second  Regiment  about  9 p.  m.,  and 
reformed  the  brigade  in  the  field  from  which  we  had  advanced. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  for  coolness  and  firmness  under  many  trying  circumstances  on  this 
occasion,  and  have  nothing  to  regret  but  that  we  were  by  a series  of 
accidents  prevented  from  accomplishing  as  much  for  the  country  on 
this  occasion  by  the  gallantry  and  discipline  exhibited  by  the  trooi)s 
as  we  could  desire,  though  the  losses  of  the  command  attest  that  it  was 
no  fault  of  theirs. 

I must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  conduct  during  these  engage- 
ments and  operations  of  my  personal  staff  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to 
particular  commendation.  Capt.  C.R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Lieut.  A.  E.  I)oby,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  W.  M.  Dwight,  act- 
ing assistant  inspector-general,  in  both  engagements,  and  Mr.  John  A. 
Myers,  acting  as  aide  on  Sunday,  were  assiduous,  active,  and  efficient 
in  the  discharge  of  their  varied  duties  on  the  field,  and  distinguished 
themselves  by  high  exhibitions  of  courage  and  self-possession  amid  the 
greatest  dangers. 

I again  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  commanders  for  further 
particulars. 

The  particulars  of  our  losses  are  herewith  forwarded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
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[Inclosures.] 

Casualties  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded  by 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw. 


Command. 


June  26. 


7th  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


June  29. 


2d  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
3d  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
7th  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
8th  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
Kemper’s  battery 


Total 


July  1. 


2d  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
3d  South  Carolina  Regiment . 
7th  South  Carolina  Regiment  . 
8th  South  Carolina  Regiment . 
Kemper’s  battery 


Total 


RECAPITULATION. 


June  26  (7th  Regiment) , 

June  29 

July  1 


Total 


Carried  into  action  June  29. 
Carried  into  action  July  1. . 


5 cs 
O 


338 

467 

441 

250 


1,496 


203 

267 

300 


956 


47 


22 


70 


53 

109 


240 


111 


3 

240 

111 


354 


13 


61 

136 

81 


3 I 290 


143 


4 

290 

143 


437 


956 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Deport  of  Casualties  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier- General  Kershaw,  in  the  battle  on  the  Williamsburg  road. 


Command. 

KiUed. 

% 

Missing. 

Total. 

June  29. 

2d  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

Field  and  staff 

1 

1 

Officers  

2 

2 

Kon-commissioned  officers 

2 

13 

15 

Rrivn.tes  . . 

6 

40 

48 

Total - 

10 

54 



64 

1 

3d  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

Field  and  staff 

1 

1 

Officers 

1 

8 

9 

"N” on-commissioned  officers 

7 

15 

1 

23 

Privates 

14 

85 

3 

102 

Total 

23 

103  i 

4 

135 

1 
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Report  of  Casualties  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  com- 
manded hy  Brigadier- General  Kershaiv,  m the  battle  on  the  Williamsburg  road — Cont’d. 


Command. 

A 

o 

M 

Woimded. 

j Missing.  I 

"cS 

o 

H 

June  29— Continued. 

7th  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

1 

1 

4 

58 

1 

1 

6 

74 

2 

11 

5 

13 

64 

5 

82 

8th  South  Carolina  Regiment: 

2 

C 

2 

7 

1 

1 

8 

9 

A ggrftOTfl.fp  

47 

234 

9 

290 

July  1. 

2d  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

Field  and  staff 

Offi  .... 

3 

9 

22 

3 

13 

30 

46 

Non-commissioned  officers 

2 

6 

2 

2 

Privates . ....... ...................................... 

Total 

8 

34 

4 

3d  South  Carolina  Regiment: 

Fipld  nnrl  stiiff  



1 

6 

11 

1 

7 

18 

NnTi-cnTnTnissionp.d  officers 

1 

6 

Privates 

1 

Total 

1 

18 

7 

26 

7th  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

Field  and  staff 

Officers  - 

1 

1 

23 

1 

2 

3 

35 

Non-commissioned  officers 

2 

4 

Privates 

8 

Total 

6 25 

9 

40 

8th  South  Carolina  Regiment : 

Field  and  staff a 

Officers  

2 

1 

4 

8 

7 

21 

1 

2 

6 

11 

10 

31 

Non-commi.ssioned  officers 

Privates 

Total 

7 

36 

9 

52 

Aggregate 

22 

113 

29 

IW 

Carried  into  action,  including  officers. 


June  29 : 

2d  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Kennedy 338 

3d  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Nance  467 

7th  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Aiken 441 

8th  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Henagan 250 

Aggregate 1, 496 


July  1 : 

2d  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Major  Gaillard 203 

3d  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Nance ; 267 

7th  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Aiken 300 

8th  South  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Henagan  186 


Aggregate 


956 
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Casualtifs  in  the  Alexandria  Artillery,  Captain  Kemper  commandlny,  June  29. 


Killed. 

Wounded,  j 

1 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers 

Privates 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

KECAPITULATION. 

June  29 

48 

22 

236 

1J3 

t i 

1 1 

293 

164 

Aggregate 

70 

349 

38 

457 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


No.  288. 

Report  of  Capt  Del.  Kemper.,  Alexandria  {Va.)  Artillery,  of  engagement 

at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles  of  Ravage  Station  and 

Malvern  Hill. 

Artillery  Quarters,  Fourth  Brio.,  Second  Div., 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

My  15,  1862. 

Captain  : Leaving-  camp  near  Yaugliaii’s  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
29tli  ultimo  about  6 o’clock,  I followed  the  infantry  of  the  brigade  to 
a short  distance  beyond  Fair  Oaks.  Here  oiir  march  was  interrupted 
for  an  hour  or  two  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  viz,  about  4 o’clock,  by  the  direction  of  the 
brigadier-general,  we  shelled  some  works  of  the  enemy  on  and  near  the 
Williamsburg  road,  about  miles  from  the  junction  of  that  and  the 
Mne-mile  road.  Eliciting  but  slight  response,  we  did  some  execution, 
and  again  advanced,  overtaking  the  enemy  at  Savage’s.  The  engage- 
ment was  opened  by  a brisk  artillery  fire  from  my  battery,  replied  to 
by  one  or  more  batteries  stationed  near  Savage’s  house.  From  this 
contest  the  superior  character  and  number  of  the  enemy’s  pieces  com- 
pelled me  to  withdraw  in  about  five  minutes,  without  loss,  however. 

About  7 p.  m.  a general  engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  battery 
played  its  part  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Our  losses  are : One  man  killed.  Private  E.  Calmus  j 2 wounded.  Pri- 
vates Posey  (since  dead)  and  Wood;  4 horses  were  killed  and  5 others 
rendered  unserviceable. 

In  Tuesday’s  engagement  (July  1)  my  battery  was  held  in  reserve, 
and,  though  under  a severe  fire,  sufiered  no  loss. 

The  above  is  resiiectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

DEL.  KEMPEE, 
Commanding  A lexandria  Artillery. 

Captain  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Maj.  F.  Gaillard^  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry^  of  enyaye- 

ment  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  and  battles  of  Savage  Station 

and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Begiment  South  Carolina  Vols., 

Camp  McLau'S,  Va.,  July  12,  1802. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  reciiiir- 
ing  a report  of  the  conduct  of  the  Second  Begiinent  in  the  battles  ot 
June  29,  at  Savage  Station,  and  July  1,  at  Malvern  Hill,  I submit  the 
following : 

Being  in  command  of  skirmishers  of  the  brigade,  I was  not  with  the 
regiment  in  the  battle  of  Sunday,  the  29th.  I am  not,  therefore,  pre- 
pared to  furnish  a minute  account  of  it  in  that  affair.  From  accounts 
furnished  me  by  captains  of  companies  I learn  that  the  Second,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  charged  impetuously 
through  the  woods  that  seiiarated  the  opiiosing  forces,  and  broke  and 
put  to  flight  a line  of  the  enemy  formed  just  on  the  edge  of  the  field 
beyond  the  woods.  This  body  of  the  enemy  was  armed  with  most 
superior  weapons,  which  were  scattered  along  upon  the  ground  some 
distance  in  the  rear  of  their  line  and  in  numbers  greatly  exceeding 
their  dead  left  upon  the  field,  showing  plainly'  that  it  was  routed.  At 
this  moment  of  victory  an  order  was  given — no  one  knows  whence  it 
originated  and  extended  down  the  line  of  the  brigade — to  cease  firing 
and  to  fall  back.  The  regiment  fell  back  in  accordance  with  this  order, 
was  rallied  and  reformed,  and  was  ready  for  another  charge  had  the 
order  been  given.  Night,  however,  came  over  the  scene  and  the  con- 
test ceased  all  along  the  line. 

In  this  action  383  men  were  carried,  8 were  left  dead  upon  the  battle- 
field, and  53  were  wounded.  Of  the  latter  the  regiment  met  with  a 
severe  loss  in  Captain  Bartlett,  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  conscien- 
tious officers  belonging  to  it.  He  was  borne  mortally  wounded  from 
the  field  and,  I regret  to  report,  has  since  died.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodwyn  was  also  severely  wounded  in  the  foot  while  gallantly  dis- 
charging his  'duties.  Second  Lieutenant  Perry,  of  Company  H,  was 
also  very  severely  wounded. 

The  regiment  slept  that  night  on  the  battle-field  in  a heavy  rain,  and 
so  near  the  enemy’s  line  that  fires  could  not  prudently  be  allowed. 

Next  morning  we  marched  from  Savage  Station  toward  Bichmond 
and  then  down  toward  the  scene  of  Monday’s  battle. 

With  a few  hours’  rest  along  our  line  of  march  we  were  kept  mov- 
ing until  the  dawn  of  Tuesday  morning,  when  we  reached  Frazier’s 
farm.  The  consequence  of  this  fatigue  was  the  exhaustion  of  many 
men  of  the  regiment.  Colonel  Kennedy,  who  had  been  suffering  for 
days  from  a slowly  but  steadily  developing  fever,  was  obliged  to  yield 
and  devolve  the  command  upon  me. 

In  the  afternoon  the  regiment,  by  order,  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the 
dwelling-house  in  the  rear  of  the  battle  field.  At  this  point  we  re- 
mained exposed  to  the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  One 
member  of  Company  G was  killed  instantaneously  at  this  point. 

About  0 o’clock  I received  orders  to  advance  my  command  in  line 
with  the  brigade.  Our  advance  carried  us  for  half  a mile  over  an  ex- 
ceedingly rough  and  thickly  wooded  piece  of  ground.  This  was  being 
vigorously  shelled  by  the  enemy,  inflicting,  however,  but  few  casual- 
ties upon  the  command.  As  soon  as  we  rose  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
' where  the  brigade  was  temx>orarily  halted  to  rectify  the  alignment, 
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grape,  cauister,  aud  musket  balls  began  to  greet  us,  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy  enfilading  us  from  the  right.  At  the  command  forward  our  line 
advanced  with  as  much  firmness  and  steadiness  as  it  was  possible  for 
troops  to  maintain.  Across  the  ravine  it  progressed  until  the  brow  of 
the  next  hill  was  attained.  Here  I halted  in  obedience  to  orders.  Upon 
observation  I discovered  about  300  yards  in  front  of  my  left  a formida- 
ble line  of  the  enemy,  and  about  200  yards  in  front  of  my  right  another 
line  forming  an  obtuse  re-entering  angle.  Upon  these  lines  I ordered 
my  command  to  fire.  The  resiionse  from  the  enemy  was  very  heavy. 
The  men,  both  officers  and  i)rivates,  adhered  to  their  position  manfully 
and  without  an  exception,  that  I could  see,  until  the  remaiuder  of  the 
brigade,  under  the  fire  which  opened  upon  [it]  from  rear  as  well  as 
front,  had  fallen  back  in  obedience  to  orders.  This  order  my  command, 
being  on  the  extreme  left,  was  the  last  to  execute.  At  the  i)oint  we 
temporarily  halted  when  going  into  action  I rallied  around  the  colors 
a large  portion  of  the  regiment,  and  kept  them  upon  the  field,  under 
orders  from  General  Kershaw,  until  the  battle  ceased. 

I carried  into  action  208  men.  Of  these  8 were  killed  instantly  upon 
the  field,  and  33  were  wounded,  several  mortally.  Of  the  wounded 
were  First  Lieutenant  Perry,  commanding  Company  H,  and  First  Lieu- 
tenaut  Brownfield,  commanding  Company  I,  the  former  severely  in  the 
neck  and  the  latter  seriously  in  the  head.  Lieutenant  Brownfield  was 
carried  from  the  field  the  day  after  the  battle  by  an  ambulance  from 
some  other  brigade.  This  much  of  him  is  certainly  known.  Since  then, 
I regret  to  say,  his  fate  is  a mystery.  The  ambulances  of  the  regiment 
were  pressed  into  service  by  unauthorized  parties,  so  that  my  ambu- 
lance was  unable  to  give  relief  to  but  few  of  the  wounded  of  the  regi- 
ment. Lieutenant  Lorick,  of  Company  C,  was  also  injured. 

We  lost  many  others — non-commissioned  officers  and  privates — who 
did  all  that  pure  patriotism  could  demand  of  them. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

F.‘  GAILLAED, 

Major,  Comdg.  Second  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 


Capt.  C.  E.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  290. 

Reports  of  Col.  James  B.  Nance,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  engage- 
ment at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Alienas  Farm,  battles  of  Savage  Station  and 
Malvern  Hill,  and  capture  of  arms  at  Shirley,  Va.,  July  4. 

Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

Camp  Jaclcson,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant  I 
moved  my  command  about  8 a.  m.  out  to  the  picket  lines  in  front  of 
my  camp,  on  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad,  about  5 miles  from  Eichmoud. 
After  arriving  there  I received  orders  to  move  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
deserted  works,  and  there  take  my  position  in  the  brigade  in  line  of 
battle,  which  I promptly  did.  Thei‘e  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  as- 
sumed immediate  command  and  began  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Two 
of  my  companies  (Company  A,  Captain  Hance,  and  Company  E,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Wright)  were  sent  forward,  according  to  directions,  as  skir- 
mishers, and  remained  detached  from  the  regiment  during  the  rest  of 
the  day. 

jS’othing  of  special  interest  occurred  in  the  advance,  so  far  as  my 
command  was  concerned,  until  about  4 p.  m.,  when  I was  ordered  to 
follow  Colonel  Kennedy,  Second  South  Carolina  Eegiment,  moving  by 
the  left  flank  under  cover,  and  take  iiosition  on  his  left  in  a wood  ob- 
liquely to  the  left  of  some  intrenchments  this  side  of  Savage’s  farm,  and 
in  coujunction  with  Colonel  Kennedy  to  charge  the  enemy  in  his  works, 
drive  him  out,  and  capture  his  battery.  The  approach  to  this  position 
was  diflicult,  and  although  we  arrived  at  it  and  made  our  disposition 
for  the  charge  as  soon  as  possible,  we  had  barely  completed  our  arrange- 
ments when  we  received  oflicial  notice  from  the  front  that  the  enemy 
had  retired.  We  then  rejoined  the  brigade  and  resumed  the  advance 
march.  We  had  not  advanced  much  farther  before  we  came  up  with 
the  enemy  near  Savage  Station  and  were  halted.  My  regiment,  when 
halted,  held  a position  in  a slight  hollow  in  an  open  field,  with  its  right 
flank  resting  on  a wood  of  thick  underbrush  and  forest  timber,  and  its 
left  resting  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Kennedy’s  regiment,  whose  lelt 
rested  on  the  York  Kiver  Eailroad.  The  ground  gradually  ascended 
in  our  front  for  about  60  yards,  where  began  a wood,  whose  line  ran 
nearly  parallel  to  our  line  of  battle.  This  woods  had  a deiith  of  about 
400  yards.  The  first  part,  although  of  heavy  timber,  was  rather  open 
and  not  filled  or  obstructed  by  the  thick  underbrush,  which  elone  was 
ibuud  in  the  last  part  of  the-wood.  These  bushes  were  of  dense  thick- 
ness, and  continued  to  an  open  field  400  yards  in  front  of  our  line  of 
battle.  The  ground  of  these  woods  was  slightly  undulating.  In  the 
position  I held  my  men  were  so  well  protected  from  the  fire  and  shells 
of  the  enemy  that  they  efiected  no  injury  to  my  command  before  the 
advance  was  made. 

After  some  firing  between  the  skirmishers  and  artillery  of  the  con- 
tending i)arties  we  received  the  command  forward  and  immediately 
theieafter  the  command  to  cliarge.  The  commands  were  obeyed  with 
alacrity  and  great  enthusiasm.  My  regiment  dashed  up  the  ascent  in 
front  through  the  woods,  yelling  as  they  went,  and  into  the  thick  un- 
dergrowth, in  which  it  was  impossible  to  discover  either  friend  or  foe 
over  20  yards.  We  were  not  aware  of  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy 
until  we  received  his  galling  fire  at  a distance  of  25  or  30  yards  after 
we  had  proceeded  some  distance  in  the  thick  undergrowth  already  de- 
scribed. The  tire  checked  us  for  a moment,  but  we  pressed  on  slowly, 
returning  the  enemy’s  fire  and  making  him  yield  gradually,  when  I 
ordered  a charge,  and  pushed  him  out  of  the  wood  and  some  distance 
across  the  open  field  bejmnd.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the 
woods  before  I heard,  to  my  surprise,  the  command,  ‘‘Cease  firing.”  I 
immediately  went  to  the  right  of  the  regiment,  where  I heard  an  officer 
giving  this  command,  of  whom  I inquired  by  what  authority  he  spake. 
He  replied  that  it  came  from  the  right,  and  that  he  understood  we 
were  tiring  on  our  friends.  Eememberiug  the  caution  that  had  been 
given  early  in  the  day  for  all  “ line  officers  to  repeat  the  commands,” 
and  knowing  the  iinx)ossibility  of  otherwise  hearing  the  commands, 
recollecting  that  the  brigadier-general  was  on  our  right  as  we  entered 
the  woods,  and  thinking  a body  of  troops  moving  on  our  right — whose 
character  I could  not  with  certainty  determine,  on  account  of  the  aj)- 
])roaching  darkness  and  smoke  of  battle — might  be  our  people  moving 
on  the  enemy’s  flank,  I ordered  the  regiment  to  cease  tiring. 

W'e  had  scarcely  cease<j  lo  hie  before  tlie  (*.nemj,  eitlier  je-enforced 
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or  encouraged  by  the  example  of  some  of  their  men  who  hied  upon  us 
as  they  retreated,  rallied  on  a hill  opposite  us  and  renewed  the  attack 
with  great  vigor.  Suspecting  the  command  to  cease  bring  was  either 
a ruse  or  an  error,  I withdrew  a short  distance  in  the  underbrush,  and 
reformed  my  line  as  best  I could  under  an  extremely  severe  hre.  By 
the  time  this  was  accomplished  the  enemy  had  almost  traversed  the 
held  and  reached  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth  from  which  we  had 
driven  them.  As  they  advanced  they  poured  a deadly  and  incessant 
hre  into  my  line.  I met  them  again,  pushing  ray  line  almost  to  the 
edge  of  the  undergrowth,  when,  besides  the  hre  in  my  front,  I was  sub- 
jected to  a threatening  hre  upon  my  right  flank.  In  this  emergency, 
without,  so  far  as  I could  discover,  supports  either  on  my  right  or  left 
flank,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  retire,  which  I did,  moving  by  the  right 
flank.  I carried  the  men  to  the  rear  of  our  original  position,  collected 
the  scattered,  reformed  the  line,  and  took  position,  by  order  of  General 
Kershaw,  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  in  front  of  our  hrst  position,  where, 
after  throwing  out  pickets,  we  slept  on  our  arms  without  flres  until 
morning. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  recovered  and  buried  the  dead  and  also 
brought  in  all  the  wounded. 

A list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.*  It  will  be  perceived 
that  my  loss  was  heavy  both  in  officers  and  privates.  Among  the  mor- 
tally wounded  were  Lieutenant  Kay  and  Capt.  S.  M.  Lanford,  both  of 
whom,  especially  the  latter,  were  officers  of  promise. 

Among  the  killed  was  Lieut.  Col.  B.  C.-  Garlington,  who  fell  while 
urging  the  men  to  the  charge.  He  was  an  officer  of  hue  judgment, 
cool  courage,  and  commendable  energy.  We  deplore  his  loss  both  as 
a gentleman  and  soldier. 

The  conduct  of  the  whole  regiment,  privates  and  officers  alike,  was 
satisfactory  and  praiseworthy.  The  heavy  loss  sustained  in  the  fight, 
of  about  two  hours’  duration,  sufficiently  attests  the  gallantry  and  for- 
titude of  the  command  in  withstanding  such  a heavy  hre. 

Conspicuous  for  gallantry  was  Cai^t.  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  who,  though 
severely  wounded,  continued  with  the  regiment  throughout  tlie  hght. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  Maj.  W.  D.  Kutherford,  who  had  been  as 
signed  early  in  the  day  to  the  command  of  a portion  of  the  skirmishers, 
rejoined  the  regiment  late  in  the  engagement,  and  bore  himself  (as  did 
all  the  officers,  bdtli  line,  staff,  and  held,  who  came  under  my  observa- 
tion) worthily  and  honorably. 

Before  concluding  this  report  it  is  proper  to  say  that  I have  inquired 
into  the  origin  of  the  unfortunate  command  “ Cease  hring,”  by  which 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy  was  prevented  from  being  most  complete, 
and  I hnd,  much  to  my  gratihcation,  that  it  did  not  originate  in  my 
regiment.  I considered  the  promulgation  of  such  an  unauthorized  com- 
mand, so  far  as  I could  learn,  by  an  officer,  conduct  so  culpable  as  to 
call  for  a court-martial.  Happily  I am  relieved  by  my  inquiries  from 
the  unpleasant  duty  of  preferring  charges  against  a.  brother  officer. 

I am,  vours,  very  res])ectfully, 

JAMES  D.  KAKCE, 

Colonel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  K.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


* Embodied  in  Kershaw’s  report,  see  p.  730.  It  shows  ‘‘carried  into  action  ” 37 offi- 
cers and  431  men.  See  also  p.  978. 
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Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

Camp  JacJxSon^  July  12,  18G2. 

Sir:  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  early  in  the  afternoon,  according 
to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  I formed  my  regiment  and 
took  position  in  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  in  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
where  we  remained  about  an  hour  or  two,  when  we  were  moved  forward 
by  the  left  flank,  and  formed  a newline  of  battle  to  the  left  of  a deserted 
dwelling,  situated  in  an  open  field,  and  fronting  the  road  just  men- 
tioned, my  left  resting  on  the  fence  running  along  a thicket  of  small 
pines  to  the  east  of  the  house.  We  were  subjected  to  an  annoying  ar- 
tillery fire  in  this  position  for  some  time,  but  fortunately  without  damage, 
before  an  order  for  an  advance  was  given.  At  length  it  came,  and  my 
regiment,  with  the  others  of  the  brigade,  under  General  Kershaw, 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  through  the  woods  to  our  left,  and  un- 
der a very  severe  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and  musketry,  toward  a battery 
of  the  enemy  strongly  supported  by  infantry,  and  favorably  iiosted  on 
an  elevated  and  commanding  ifiateaii  immediatelj'  beyond  the  Quaker 
or  Willis’  Church  road.  Although  the  fire  under  Avhich  we  passed  was 
exceedingly  severe  my  command  moved  into  position  in  the  Quaker 
road  with  a steadiness  and  order  which  would  have  been  worthy  of 
older  troops.  Here  we  were  halted  and  directed  to  lie  down  for  i)ro- 
tection  behind  the  fence  and  hedge-row  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  in 
rear  of  a line  of  troops  which  had  preceded  us,  and  who  were  likewise 
seeking  shelter  from  the  terrific  artillery  and  musketry  tire  of  the  enemy. 
While  in  this  position  a North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  i)art  of  it 
lapping  over  the  left  of  my  regiment.  Shortly  after  its  arrival  one  of 
its  officers  arose,  and  in  a loud  voice  proposed  the  hazardous  and  rash 
experiment  of  a charge,  to  which  iiroposition  I gave  no  heed,  if  for  no 
other  reason  because  my  sujierior  and  immediate  commander  was  on 
the  ground.  Not  long  afterward  this  regiment  retired.  About  the 
same  time  a fire  was  opened  upon  our  right  rear  by  our  friends,  which 
produced  some  confusion  in  the  ranks.  At  this  juncture  Major  Ruther- 
ford proposed  to  go  to  the  rear  and  inform  the  officer  in  command  of 
our  position.  I approved  the  proposition,  and  suggested  that  he  take 
with  him  a stand  of  colors,  that  he  might  the  more  promptly  and  safely 
check  the  fire,  which  he  did.  The  tire  still  continued,  and  at  this 
moment,  if  I am  not  mistaken,  the  regiment  on  my  left  (the  Second 
South  Carolina)  retired. 

Major  Rutherford  did  not  return,  and  feeling  souie  apprehension  for 
the  safe  delivery  of  my  message  I called  for  a volunteer  to  bear  the 
same  message  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  who  were  firing 
into  our  rear  that  had  been  intrusted  to  Major  Rutherford.  Corpl.  T. 
Whitner  Blakely,  of  Company  I,  promptly  responded,  and  taking  the 
same  route  soon  came  up  with  Major  Rutherford,  by  whom  he  was 
directed  to  bear  the  message  giving  notice  of  our  position.  This  he 
gallantly  did.  He  reported  afterward  that  the  regiment  was  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Georgia,  whose  commanding  officer  promptly  changed  the  direc- 
tion of  his  fire  when  he  received  my  message.  By  this  lime  (my  left 
having  been  exposed  by  the  retirement  of  the  Second  South  Carolina 
Regiment)  the  enemy  was  pressing  on  the  left  toward  the  road,  and 
when  I discovered  that  they  were  coming  into  the  road  on  this  flank 
that  part  of  our  line  on  the  extreme  right  was  retiring,  and  being  thus 
situated,  without  hearing  any  orders,  I deemed  it  iirudent  to  retire  my- 
self. 
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I was  pleased  to  learn  afterward  from  General  Kershaw  that  he 
had  given  the  same  command  just  about  the  same  time,  and  Avas  grati- 
fied thus  to  have  my  judgment  sustained  by  his.  We  retired  under 
as  severe  a fire  as  that  under  w^hich  we  advanced,  but  not  in  such  good 
order.  Kot  seeing  anything  like  a brigade  organization,  I carried  as 
many  of  my  men  as  I could  keep  together  Avhile  passing  through  the 
thick  wood  and  the  ravines,  halting  and  reforming  my  line  at  different 
lAoints  as  I retired,  to  the  point  where  our  second  line  of  battle  was 
formed  early  in  the  afternoon.  Here  I deployed  the  remnant  of  my 
command  as  skirmishers,  for  the  pnri^ose  of  stopping  the  scattered  of 
the  brigade,  especially  those  of  my  regiment,  and  intending  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  as  best  I could  should  he  advance  at  this  point.  After 
making  these  dispositions  I dispatched  my  adjutant,  Capt.  Y.  J. 
Pope,  to  the  rear  to  report  to  any  general  officer  he  might  find,  in  case 
he  did  not  meet  with  either  Generals  Kershaw  or  McLaAvs,  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  front  and  the  position  I had  taken  and  to  request 
orders.  He  reported  to  General  Pender,  Avho  ordered  me  to  hold  my 
position.  Shortly  afterward  General  KershaAv  came  back  to  the  same 
point  with  a portion  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  Eegiment.  By  his 
order  I still  held  my  position,  collecting  and  ghdug  directions  to  many 
scattered  soldiers,  and  later,  with  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  1 
marched  out,  under  the  generaPs  command,  to  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
Avhere  I found  many  of  my  command,  who  had  entered  the  road  above 
us,  collected  and  under  the  command  of  Major  Eutherford.  Arriving 
at  this  point,  by  order  we  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  farther  side 
of  the  road. 

A list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.*  They  are  slight,  consid- 
ering the  seA^ere  fire  which  incessantly  prevailed  during  our  operations. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  all  that  could  haA^e  been  desired,  and  had 
opportunity  offered  they  would  have  achieved  honor  for  themselves  and 
rendered  efficient  service  to  their  country. 

I desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  H.  0.  Johnston, 
of  the  Third  Alabama  Eegiment,  who  reported  to  me  Avhile  we  Avere  ad- 
vancing to  the  Quaker  road  that  he  Avas  separated  from  his  regiment, 
and  requested  to  serve  with  me  through  the  fight.  I gladly  consented, 
and  do  now  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  gallantry  and  efficiency 
on  the  field.  He  remained  with  me  throughout  the  fight. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  Corporal  Blakel3",  already  mentioned,  is  dc- 
serAung  of  special  praise  and  consideration. 

I desire,  in  conclusion,  to  explain  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
men  carried  into  action  on  Tuesday  from  the  number  had  on  Sunday, 
by  mentioning  the  fact  that  besides  the  fatigue  of  Sunday’s  operations 
Ave  had  a A^ery  exhausting  march  on  Monday,  Avhich  broke  down  many 
of  my  command  and  reduced  the  number  of  effectiA^e  men  Awy  con- 
siderably, as  the  accompanying  report  Avill  show. 

I am,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

JAMES  D.  KAKCE, 
Colonel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  E.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

* Embodied  in  statement  on  p.  730.  It  shows  “carried  into  action”  25  officers  and 
242  men.  See  also  p.  979. 


Chap.  XXm.] 


SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES. 


739 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

Camp  Jackson^  July  12,  1802. 

Sir  : Oil  Thursday,  the  3d  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I was 
directed  by  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  move  with  my  regiment, 
two  companies  from  the  Second  South  Carolina  Eegiment,  and  two 
from  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegiment,  by  way  of  the  camj)  of 
Colonel  Cobb,  from  whom  I would  get  definite  information  as  to  the 
locality  of  certain  arms  left  by  the  enemy  at  Shirley  and  supposed  to 
be  under  guard,  and  where  I would  meet  a detail  of  100  men  from  Gen- 
eral HilFs  division,  which  would  co-operate  with  me  in  driving  off  the 
enemy  and  capturing  the  arms  which  I was  ordered  to  do. 

I assembled  my  command  as  speedily  as  possible  and  began  the 
march  from  my  camp,  near  Malvern  Hills,  to  Shirley  about  an  hour 
before  sundown.  After  marching  about  G miles  I arrived  at  Colonel 
Cobb’s  camp  and  procured  the  information  desired  and  a guide,  and 
then  resumed  the  march,  taking  with  me  the  detail  of  100  men  from 
General  Hill’s  division,  which  was  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Tayloe.  1 reached  the  cavalry  outposts  of  Colonel  Cobb,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  King,  about  1.30  p.  m.,  where,  on  account  of  the 
darkness  of  the  night  and  the  scattered  condition  of  the  arms,  1 con- 
cluded to  bivouac  for  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  I called  up  my 
command,  and  after  requesting  Captain  King,  who  promptly  complied, 
to  send  cavalry  scouts  in  advance,  I took  up  the  march  for  the  field  in 
which  the  arms  were  scattered.  Keither  a land  force  nor  the  gunboats 
of  the  enemy  were  to  be  seen  •,  so,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  King, 
of  Cobb’s  Legion,  of  Major  White,  of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegi- 
ment, who  was  ordered  to  accompany  me  on  the  expedition,  and  of  the 
officers  of  my  command,  we  went  earnestly  to  work,  and  soon  picked 
up  all  of  the  arms  on  the  field  and  conveyed  them  about  a mile  to  the 
rear,  where  they  were  turned  over  to  Captain  Tayloe,  Avho  had  wagons 
from  General  Hill’s  division  in  waiting  to  convey  them  to  the  Ordnance 
Department.  I then  allowed  the  men  time  to  breakfast,  and  returned 
to  camp,  reporting  immediately  on  my  arrival  my  return  to  Brigadier- 
General  Kershaw. 

The  number  of  arms  gathered  was  about  925.  Several  arms  were 
brought  to  the  wagons  after  I received  reports  from  commanders  of 
companies  is  the  reason  I cannot  specify  the  exact  number.  The  arms 
were  good,  of  modern  patterns,  and  in  fine  condition,  considering  the 
exposure. 

I take  occasion  to  express  my  obligation  to  Colonel  Cobb  for  furnish- 
ing me  with  valuable  information  and  a guide;  also  to  Captain  King, 
of  the  same  corps,  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  gathering  the  arms.  The 
distance  marched  was  about  10  miles  each  way. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

Cai)t.  C.  E.  Holmes, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Reports  of  Col.  D.  Wyatt  Aiken,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations June  26- July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or 
Allen"' s Farm,  and  hattles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

July  13,  1862. 

General  ; In  obedience  to  a circular  received  this  a.  m.  I beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  Wednesday,  25th  ultimo,  the  Sewnth  South  Carolina  Eegiment 
lay  in  bivouac  at  Camp  Eeserve,  4 miles  east  of  Eichmond. 

At  sunset  of  that  day  I received  orders  to  go  on  picket  the  next 
morning  at  7 o’clock.  During  Thursday  and  until  Friday,  10  a.  m.,  I 
acted  as  the  picket  leserve  of  a Louisiana  regiment,  when  I was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Nance,  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Eegiment. 
Eeturning  from  picket,  when  about  half  way  to  cami>  I was  halted  and 
ordered  to  report  again  to  Colonel  Nance  and  with  him  to  feel  the 
enemy  in  front  of  our  pickets.  When  prepared  in  line  of  battle,  with 
skirmishers  thrown  out,  to  make  the  advance  orders  were  received  to 
withdraw,  and  for  the  Seventh  Eegiment  to  report  as  a support  to 
(Jolonel  Barksdale,  of  General  Griffith’s  brigade,  about  half  a mile  on  my 
left,  dust  as  I reported  to  him  I received  orders  from  General  Ma- 
gruder  not  to  support  Colonel  Barksdale,  but  form  on  his  right  and  ad- 
vance with  him  against  the  enemy.  I formed  as  ordered,  and  for  some 
reason  was  not  notified  by  Colonel  Barksdale  that  an  advance  was 
about  being*  made  until  4.30  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Immediately 
skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  and  the  advance  about  being  made 
when  Colonel  Ilenagan  appeared  on  the  field  and  ordered  me  to  join 
him  at  the  point  I had  left  Colonel  Nance  in  the  forenoon.  I did  so 
with  dispatch,  and  from  that  point  attacked  and  drove  in  the  enemy’s 
])icket,  advancing  only  so  far  as  enabled  our  skirmishers  to  see  the 
breastworks  of  the  enemy,  our  orders  being  to  prevent  a general  engage- 
ment, blit  simply  to  learn  the  enemy’s  strength,  if  possible. 

While  halted  in  this  position  we  were  subjected  to  constant  shelling 
from  the  enemy’s  fortifications,  resulting  in  a loss  to  the  Seventh  Eegi- 
ment of  1 man  killed  and  3 wounded. 

At  dusk  Ave  Avithdrew  to  the  rear  of  the  picket  reserve,  just  in  front 
of  the  fortifications  occupied  by  General  Semmes’  brigade,  where  Ave 
remained  until  9.30  ]).  m.,  Avhen  Ave  were  ordered  back  to  Camj)  Eeseiwe. 

From  that  time  until  Sunday  morning  the  Seventh  Eegiment  remained 
in  bivouac,  AAffien  Ave  Avere  again  ordered  forward,  mention  of  which  was 
made  in  my  former  report.* 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Seventh  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

July  10,  1862. 

General  : I beg  leave  to  submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  action 
of  the  SeAmiith  South  Carolina  Eegiment  in  the  engagement  of  the  29th 
ultimo : 

At  11  p.  m.  Saturday,  the  28th,  I received  orders  to  prepare  to  march 


See  following  report. 
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at  early  dawn  on  Sunday.  Such  in*eparation  was  made,  hut  we  did  not 
mov^e  until  9 a.  m.,  when  I joined,  with  my  command,  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  at  a point  known  as  our  picket  reserve.  From  tliis 
point  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy’s  breastworks  and  found  them 
evacuated.  Thence  we  marched  by  a flank  down  the  Nine-mile  road  to 
the  railroad,  where  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 
the  railroad.  Advancing  but  a short  distance,  we  moved  by  the  right 
hank  and  crossed  the  railroad.  For  half  a mile,  or  t)erhai)s  less,  we 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  and  were  ordered  to  retire.  Anotlier  hank 
movement  carried  me  down  the  railroad  to  a new  line  of  battle,  which, 
as  we  advanced,  threw  us  off  the  railroad,  either  because  tl)e  railroacl 
turned  to  the  left  or  we  diverged  to  the  right.  Another  hank  move- 
ment was  resorted  to  and  again  line  of  battle  formed.  We  advanced 
until  the  skirmishers  announced  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle.  This  line 
of  the  enemy  being  dispersed  by  a battery  of  artillery  we  were  again 
ordered  forward,  and  about  4.30  or  5 j).  m.  were  halted  in  a valley  in 
the  woods  beyond  Savage’s  farm.  In  my  rear  a battery  was  again 
drawn  up,  and,  bring  directly  over  the  right  of  my  regiment,  subjected 
ns  to  a very  severe  cannonading,  from  which  there  was  no  escape. 
This  duel  resulted  in  my  losing  1 man  and  having  2 slightly  wounded. 

At  about  5.30  p.  m.  I was  ordered  by  some  one  I did  not  see  to  move 
my  regiment  forward  after  a couple  of  volleys  of  musketry  had  been 
heard  on  my  left.  I moved  forward,  and  immediately  upon  emerging 
from  the  oak  grove  and  entering  the  pine  thicket  1 encountered  the 
enemy.  (Jantioning  the  men  to  reserve  their  hres,  I ordered  a charge. 
The  charge  Avas  made,  some  few  firing,  and  the  enemy  gave  back. 
Another  forward  was  given,  and  onward  we  went,  firing  generally  as 
we  advanced.  I next  ordered,  ‘‘Load  advancing  and  fire  at  will.”  This 
command,  heard  by  but  a few,  Avas  intuitively  obeyed  by  all.  After 
the  enemy  had  been  pressed  back  about  150  yards  a lieaA^y  firing  be- 
gan on  my  right  and  considerably  in  the  rear.  Fearing  this  might  be 
from  onr  friends,  I sent  the  sergeant-major  to  inquire  of  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  how  the  right  was  progressing,  for  it  Avas  impossible  in  the 
thicket  to  see  half  the  length  of  the  regiment.  He  returned  almost 
immediatel3^  with  the  Avord  that  the  lieutenant-colonel  was  taken  from 
the  field  wounded,  two  companies  on  my  right  were  cut  off,  and  the 
enemy  Avere  in  our  rear.  I forthwith  issued  the  order  to  retire  in  line, 
Avhich  was  heard  by  but  two  companies.  I withdrew  these  to  an  old 
cross-road  and  in  a feAv  minutes  collected  the  others.  Cautioning  this 
portion  of  the  regiment  to  lie  down  and  be  on  the  Avatch,  I started  to 
look  for  the  tAvo  right  companies,  which  soon  reported  and  Avere  at- 
tached to  the  regiment.  I then  formed  line  of  battle,  but  the  firing  on 
my  left  having  ceased,  I faced  by  the  rear  rank  and  retired  about  50 
yards  into  the  oak  groA^e,  halting  and  fronting  again.  No  enemy  ad- 
Aaincing,  I faced  about  again  and  marched  out  of  the  woods,  where  I 
found  the  tAvo  left  regiments  and  formed  upon  them.  The  battle  OA^er, 
Ave  Avere  permitted  to  lie  in  line  of  battle  in  the  Amlley  whence  Ave  first 
started,  and  there  Ave  remained  until  Monday,  7 a.  m. 

The  casualties  of  my  command  AA^ere : Two  sergeants,  2 cori)orals,  and 
9 priAmtes  killed  j 1 lieutenant-colonel,  4 lieutenants,  9 sergeants,  8 cor- 
porals, and  40  prhaites  Avounded.  Total  killed,  13  j total  Avounded,  68. 
Tavo  of  the  Avounded  privates  liaA^e  since  died. 

Kespectful ly  sub m i t ted. 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 

Colonel  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
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Hdqrs.  Seventh  Eegt.  South  Carolina  A^olunteers, 

July  10,  1802. 

General  : I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  partici- 
pation of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  1st 
instant : 

After  a fatiguing  march  on  Monday,  30th  ultimo,  the  regiment,  with 
the  brigade,  was  halted  on  the  New  Market  road  at  9 p.  m.  and 
aroused  again  at  midnight,  and  marched  to  the  edge  of  the  battle-lield 
of  the  30th.  Here  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  an  hour  of  up 
sun,  when  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  a mile  or  two  until  we  met 
General  Jackson’s  army,  when  we  were  returned  to  the  New  Market 
road,  resting  here  in  line,  in  sunshine  and  occasional  shade,  until  orders 
came  to  approach  the  field  where  the  contest  was  soon  to  rage. 

We  were  marched  to  an  old  field  on  the  Frazier  estate  and  halted 
there  in  line  of  battle  within  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  which  threat- 
ened us  fearfully.  After  an  hour’s  halt  orders  came  to  go  into  the 
fight.  We  moved  by  a flank  movement  until  covered  by  the  wood, 
and  then  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  open  field  and  thick  growth 
to  within  close  musket  range  of  the  enemy.  In  this  march  we  passed 
through  or  over  two  lines  of  troops  lying  in  the  woods,  and  encountered 
a third,  where  we  halted.  Not  being  told  whether  our  troops  (a  fourth 
line)  were  engaging  the  enemy,  we  liad  but  to  halt,  and  lay  subjected 
to  a terrific  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  rendered  more  fearful  by  a 
fire  opened  upon  us  by  our  friends  from  the  rear. 

At  this  juncture  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  each  officer  and  man 
running  the  gauntlet  for  himself.  This  was  done  with  such  confusion 
that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  the  regiment,  especially  as  everything 
was  shrouded  in  darkness.  After  two  hours’  work,  however,  about 
one-half  the  regiment  was  collected  and  bivouac.ked  for  the  night. 

In  advancing  through  this  wood,  subjected  tlie  entire  route  to  a severe 
fire,  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment  lost  in  killed  2 sergeants, 
1 corporal,  and  3 privates;  wounded,  1 lieutenant,  3 sergeants,  3 cor- 
porals, and  16  privates.  Total  wounded,  23 ; total  killed,  6. 

In  the  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  29th  ultimo  I have  said  noth- 
ing of  the  behavior  of  my  command,  nor  can  I say  more  than  that 
they  behaved  to  my  perfect  satisfaction.  Officers  and  men  were  cool, 
determined,  and  obedient.  My  captains  especially  elicited  my  admira- 
tion for  the  calmness  with  which  they  urged  their  men  on  to  the  con- 
test. I cannot,  however,  be  accused  of  infringing  upon  the  justice 
allowed  every  one  by  especially  mentioning  Adjutant  Childs  and  Ser- 
geant-Major Stallworth  as  having  aided  me  materially  and  i)romptly 
ill  the  fight  of  Sunday,  29th  ultimo. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  entire  regiment  on  Tuesday,  1st  instant,  I 
need  not  speak,  as  you  yourself,  general,  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
regular,  steady,  and  unflinching  tramp  with  which  they  marched  up 
to  the  point  whence  they  were  ordered  to  retire. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 

Colonel,,  Commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment. 
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Report  o f Col.  John  W.  Henagan.  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry^  of  oper- 
ations June  25-July  2,  including  engagement  at  Peach  Orchard,  or  Al- 
leifs  Farm, Hind  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Eighth  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 

July  14,  1802. 

General  : In  obedience  to  orders  I herewith  transmit  to  you  tlie 
operations  of  my  command  from  June  25  to  July  2 inclusive : 

On  the  morning  of  June  25  I relieved  Colonel  Kennedy  on  outpost, 
having  orders  to  sniiport  the  iiickets  of  General  Semmes’  brigade.  All 
was  quiet  in  the  forenoon  except  occasional  firing  from  the  enemy\s 
batteries  in  our  front  and  on  our  left,  which  resulted  in  no  damage. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  heavy  firing  commenced  uiion  our  right,  which 
drew  from  the  enemy  a terrific  cannonadiug,  which  lasted  more  than 
one  hour,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  regiment,  but  with- 
out injury  to  an}^  one.  I deployed  my  regiment  as  soon  as  the  firing 
commenced,  expecting  an  attack,  and  supported  the  line  of  pickets 
until  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  I withdrew  a short  distance  and 
rested  for  the  night. 

I was  relieved  at  8 o’clock  on  the  2C)th  by  Colonel  Aiken’s  (Seventh 
South  Carolina)  regiment,  and  returned  to  cami),  where  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  27th.  I received  orders  at  12  o’clock  to  ])ro- 
ceed  to  the  outpost  with  my  regiment.  Having  arrived  there,  I received 
orders  to  return  to  camp,  which  I did  by  the  nearest  route,  the  enemy 
in  the  mean  time  pouring  a continuous  fire  upon  my  line,  many  of  their 
shells  exploding  near  my  command. 

About  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I received  orders 
to  march  again  to  the  outpost,  and,  with  my  regiment  and  Colonel 
Aiken’s  (Seventh  South  Carolina)  regiment,  to  feel  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes’  brigade.  I deployed 
two  companies  from  the  Seventh  and  two  from  the  Eighth  South  Car- 
olina Kegiments  as  skirmishers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bland,  of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina.  The  Seventh  Eegiment 
having  been  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth,  I ordered  an  a'dvance  of 
the  Avhole  line.  We  had  proceeded  but  a short  distance  when  the  en- 
emy’s picket  oi>ened  fire  ui)on  our  skirmishers,  which  was  promptly 
returned,  my  whole  line  continuing  to  advance  steadily.  As  soon  as 
the  firing  between  the  pickets  and  skirmishers  commenced  the  enemy 
opened  fire  with  several  pieces  of  cannon  into  the  woods  through  which 
1 was  advancing,  and  threv^  immense  quantities  of  grape,  canister,  and 
shell  along  the  whole  line.  I advanced  to  within  a short  distance  of 
the  abatis  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  where  I halted  the 
whole  command.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  as  we  approached  the  abatis 
becoming  very  severe,  1 ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  and  remained  in 
that  i)Osition  until  I became  satisfied  that  farther  advance  was  imprac- 
ticable. I then  ordered  the  whole  command  to  retire,  which  was  exe- 
cuted in  good  order.  The  Eighth  Eegiment  suflered no  loss  in  this  recon- 
naissance. For  casualties  in  the  Seventh  I refer  you  to  Col.  D.  Wyatt 
Aiken’s  report  of  June  — . [July  10?]  I then  returned  to  camp,  reach- 
ing it  at  10  p.  m. 

My  command  remained  quietly  in  camp  during  the  28th,  and  re^ 
coived  orders  late  at  night  to  be  ready  to  follow  the  enemy  on  the  fob 
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lowing  morning,  it  being  supposed  that  they  were  evacuating  theii 
works  in  front  of  ns.  I also  received  orders  before  that  time  to  relieve 
Colonel  Kennedy  at  8 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  reach- 
ing the  reserve  of  Colonel  Kennedy  he  informed  me  that  he  had  sent 
out  four  companies  of  his  regiment  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  who 
reported  that  they  had  evacuated  their  works.  I then  received  orders 
to  support  the  four  comi^anies  of  Colonel  Kennedy’s  regiment,  and 
upon  reaching  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  I halted  my  command  until 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  arrived. 

The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  having  arrived,  at  9 o’clock  we 
were  ordered  to  move  forward  by  the  right  flank.  We  proceeded  as 
far  as  the  railroad  at  Fair  Oaks  Station,  when  we  formed  line  of  battle 
and  advanced,  my  center  resting  on  the  Nine-mile  road  for  near  one 
hour,  when  the  skirmishers  engaged  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  auda 
brisk  Are  ensued,  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time  bringing  several  ifleces  of 
artillery  to  play  upon  our  lines.  We  were  here  ordered  to  retire  to  a 
position  near  Fair  Oaks  Station,  and  remained  there  until  the  brigades 
upon  our  right  and  left  came  up  and  formed,  when  we  advanced  again, 
passing  through  the  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  advance  until  about  4.30 
o’clock,  when  our  skirmishers  again  engaged  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy,  who  disputed  our  advance.  The  skirmishers  of  my  regiment, 
under  command  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Muldrow,  pressed  upon  the  enemy  until 
they  finally  withdrew. 

My  loss  in  this  skirmish  was  1 wounded — Private  Carter,  of  Com- 
pany A. 

My  regiment  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  field,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  halt.  Kemper’s  battery,  coming  ux),  opened  fire  uxion  the  enemy  and 
continued  briskly  for  several  minutes.  1 again  received  the  order  to 
advance,  passing  through  an  open  field  and  over  another  line  of  the 
enemy’s  intrenchments,  the  enemy  retreating  before  us. 

My  command  was  halted  about  G o’clock  in  an  open  field  near  the 
woods,  and  remained  there  but  a short  time,  when  I was  ordered  to 
move  by  the  right  flank,  in  order  to  make  room  for  Kemper’s  battery, 
which  for  a short  time  kex)t  up  an  incessant  fire  uxion  the  enemy  in 
our  front,  they  (the  enemy)  returning  it  with  spirit.  Captain  Kemper 
having  changed  position  to  the  right  and  in  my  rear,  I again  moved 
by  the  right  flank,  in  order  to  xirotect  my  command  as  much  as  pos- 
sible from  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  were  at  this  time  throwing 
quantities  of  shell  at  our  battery.  I held  this  x>osition  until  I received 
orders  to  advance,  in  the  mean  time  the  Tenth  Georgia  Regiment  passed 
over  my  line  and  into  the  woods  in  front  of  me.  I moved  by  the  left 
flank  a short  distance,  in  ordertouncover  the  regiment  that  had  x)assed 
my  line,  and  in  order  to  place  my  regiment  nearer  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  which  were  at  this  time  engaged.  I advanced  but  a 
short  distance  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  ui)on  my  line,  which  I re- 
turned, and  at  the  same  time  two  regiments  in  my  rear  opened  fire  upon 
my  regiment.  I then  ordered  my  command  to  halt  and  lie  down,  in 
order  to  i^rotect  them  from  the  fire  of  our  friends.  After  great  exer- 
tions by  Major  McLeod  and  Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  of  your  stafi*,  who  were 
exposed  to  a terrific  fire  from  friends  and  foe,  the  tiring  in  my  rear  was 
suppressed,  and  I ordered  my  command  again  to  advance;  but  finding 
that  the  Tenth  Georgia  had  inclined  to  the  left  and  was  immediately  in 
my  front,  I retired  on  a line  with  other  regiments  which  were  formed  in 
my  rear  and  near  to  Captain  Kemxier’s  battery.  It  being  near  dark,  I 
remained  here  until  ordered  to  join  the  brigade. 
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Corporal  Ward,  of  Company  E,  was  killed  j Corpl.  J.  H.  Eoberts,  of 
Company  L,  was  mortally  wounded  (since  dead) ; Privates  McEae,  of 
Company  L,  shot  through  the  hip ; W.  Threatt,  of  Company  A,  shot 
through  hip ; J.  Collins,  of  Company  C,  in  hip  j E.  Lane,  Company  L, 
slightly  in  arm ; Morrell  and  Hendricks,  Company  A,  slightly ; Cor- 
poral Boseman,  Company  F,  slightly. 

We  joined  the  brigade  at  10  p.  m.  and  rested  for  the  night  near  the 
Williamsburg  road. 

At  10  o’clock  on  the  following  morning  (the  30th)  we  marched  back 
in  the  direction  of  Eichmond  for  several  miles,  when  we  moved  to  the 
left,  in  the  direction  of  James  Eiver,  to  the  Darby  town  road.  On  reach- 
ing it  we  changed  direction  again  to  the  left  and  in  the  direction  of  the 
battle,  which  was  then  raging  on  that  road,  apparently  some  3 miles 
distant.  We  were  halted  upon  the  held  where  the  battle  of  the  day 
previous  (the  30th)  had  been  fought  at  daylight  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  advanced  for  about  1 mile  and  halted.  In  this  advance 
through  the  woods  we  captured  1 lieutenant  and  3 privates  belonging 
to  a New  York  regiment.  After  remaining  here  for  an  hour  we  were 
ordered  to  move  by  a hank  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill.  Arriv- 
ing near  the  latter  place  Ave  rested  for  three  hours,  when  we  received 
orders  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  Passing  through  a dense  growth 
of  pines,  into  which  the  enemy  were  pouring  an  incessant  shower  of 
grape  and  shell,  we  reached  a held,  at  the  far  end  of  which  were  posted 
the  enemy’s  batteries.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we  were  ordered 
to  halt,  where  we  remained  for  a few  minutes  and  were  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  was  executed  in  good  order. 

In  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  duty  compels  me 
to  state  that  they  bore  themselves  gallantly  on  both  occasions — June 
29  and  Jidy  1 — every  one  doing  his  Avhole  duty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  HENAGAN, 
Colonel  El(jlith  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

P.  S. — For  list  of  casualties  in  the  engagement  of  July  1 I refer  you 
to  my  report  of  July  3. 


No.  293 

Report  of  Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Chief  of  Artillery  Magruder^s  division,  of 
operations  June  2o-Jiily  I,  including  the  actio7i  at  Qarnetds  Farm,  en- 
gagement at  Peach  Orchard,  and  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Creiv^s 
Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 


* Turkey  Island  Bridge,  Jtily  22,  1802. 

General:  Inclosed  I send  my  report  of  the  artillery  of  your  division. 
I must  apologize  for  its  coming  in  so  late,  but  on  your  leaving  Crew’s 
farm  I was  put  on  duty  with  the  cavalry  and  in  command  of  the  Fourth 
Virginia  CaA^alry  on  picket  duty,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pre- 
pare it.  From  x)icket  duty  I was  put  into  camp  of  instruction,  with 
several  drills  a day,  and  had  to  study  my  new  arm,  as  we  had  brigade 
drills,  &c. 

I did  n»t  receive  your  kind  note  inviting  me  to  accompany  you  West 
until  you  had  left,  though  I had  heard  through  Major  Brent  that  you 
invited  me.  I met  Captain  Eustis  in  Eichmond  and  asked  him  to  deliver 
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my  answer  to  yon.  Accept  my  thanks  for  yonr  kindness  and  for  the 
flattering  invitation  conveyed  in  your  note. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfullv,  ' 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Colonel  Artillery^  Commanding  Fourth  Cavalry. 
General  Magruder,  Richmond,  Ya. 

P.  S. — Captain  Dickinson’s  note  to  me  calling  for  a report  of  July  4 
only  reached  me  July  20. 


[Inclosure.l 

Camp  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Near  Richmond,  July  22,  1802. 

Captain:  Iliad  the  honor  a few  days  since  to  receive  yonr  note 
directing  me  to  render  a report  of  the  services  of  the  artillery  at  Gar- 
nett’s farm,  near  New  Bridge,  at  Savage  Station,  and  at  Crew’s  farm. 
The  different  batteries  of  the  division  performed  arduous  picket  duty 
on  Garnett’s  farm  from  about  June  12  to  June  29,  at  which  date  the 
enemy  vacated  his  lines  and  the  division  started  in  pursuit.  Previous 
to  June  29  the  batteries  under  fire  and  engaged  with  the  enemy  were, 
first,  Woolfolk’s,  Lane’s,  and  Moody’s  batteries,  at  Mrs.  Price’s  house, 
overlooking  the  New  Bridge.  These  batteries  were  engaged  several 
times,  firing  on  the  working  parties  of  the  enemy  at  the  bridge,  causing 
them  to  desist  from  their  work,  and  in  every  instance  they  drew  the 
lire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which, 
being  long-range  guns,  we  could  not  reach.  The  above-named  officers, 
with  their  commands,  behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  on 
these  several  occasions  lost  several  men  killed  and  Avounded. 

On  June  25,  to  jirevent  the  enemy  from  working  on  some  advanced 
intrenchments.  Brown’s  and  Lane’s  batteries  were  brought  into  action 
near  Mr.  Garnett’s  overseer’s  house,  and  after  a quarter  of  an  hour’s 
shelling  drove  the  enemy  from  their  new  works.  The  enemy  opened 
on  these  two  batteries  Avith  twelve  rifled  guns  of  large  caliber  (20- 
pounder  Parrott).  The  engagement  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  when 
the  batteries  were  withdrawn,  haAung  accomiilished  the  object  for  Avhich 
they  had  been  ordered  out,  some  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  being  behind 
works  and  out  of  range.  In  this  action  2 men  Avere  killed  and  several 
wounded  and  some  6 horses  disabled. 

On  June  26,  from  the  same  position,  in  the  morning  Lane’s  and 
Moody’s  batteries  opened  again  on  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  which 
the  enemy  had  reoccu])ied,  driving  them  out  again.  Their  fire  was 
replied  to  by  several  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  behind  Avorks  and  the 
action  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  Avhen  our  guns  Avere  withdrawn,  as 
there  Avas  but  little  prospect  of  injuring  the  enemy’s  batteries,  half 
masked  in  the  woods  ‘and  behind  strong  intrenchments.  The  same 
experiment  was  repeated  by  our  batteries  in  the  eA^ening,  Lane’s,  Wool- 
folk’s,  and  Page’s  (T.  Jeff.)  batteries  being  engaged,  with  same  result. 
Captain  Kirkpatrick,  of  Major  Nelson’s  reserve  artillery,  was  also  en- 
gaged on  the  26th  with  two  guns. 

On  June  27  Moody’s  and  BroAvn’s  batteries  engaged  the  enemy’s 
works,  as  he  showed  signs  of  vacating  them.  He  replied  with  alacrity, 
showing  he  was  still  strong.  I mention  the  above  batteries  specially, 
as  they  were  each  of  them  under  A^ery  heavy  artillery  fire.  None  of 
the  captains  except  Brown  had  their  entire  batteries  5 they  went  into 
action  with  their  rifle  section  generally.  Officers  and  men  behaved 
well.  
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In  these  differeut  actions  some  8 men  were  killed  and  20  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Kerns,  of  Brown’s  battery,  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Mer- 
win,  of  Moody’s  battery,  bad  au  arm  shot  off.  Lieutenant  Merwin  got 
out  of  a sick  bed  to  go  into  action  with  his  company.  Several  other 
batteries  were  under  tire,  but  not  engaged,  viz,  Eichardson’s,  Lead’s, 
and  Page’s,  the  latter  belonging  to  Major  Nelson’s  reserve  artillery. 

On  the  29th  the  enemy  vacated  his  works  and  the  division  started  in 
pursuit.  At  Pair  Oaks  Station  he  tired  upon  our  advance  with  artillery ; 
he  was  replied  to  by  Carlton’s  battery.  In  the  evening  the  enemy 
made  a stand  and  quite  a severe  action  occurred  at  Savage  Station. 
Kemper’s  battery  was  here  engaged  and  did  good  execution.  The 
enemy’s  skirmishers  came  up  to  within  200  yards  of  his  battery,  when 
he  w^as  compelled  to  withdraw  some  400  yards.  At  this  point  he  was 
advanced  upon  by  a regiment  of  the  enemy  (Second  Vermont),  which 
delivered  a volley  into  his  battery  at  a distance  of  300  yards.  He 
opened  on  them  with  canister,  and,  being  well  supported  by  a Missis- 
sippi regiment,  repulsed  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss.  The  enemy  left 
52  dead  bodies  in  a circumference  of  50  yards.  Captain  Kemper  be- 
haved with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry,  as  did  his  officers  and 
men.  Lane’s  battery  was  also  under  lire  in  this  action,  as  also  McCar- 
thy’s howitzer  battery,  but  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  engaging 
the  enemy,  as  the  ground  and  the  i)Osition  of  our  troops  did  not  admit 
of  it. 

In  the  severe  action  of  Tuesday,  July  1,  the  artillery  did  not  play  a 
conspicuous  part,  though  most  of  it  was  under  a severe  artillery  tire 
during  the  entire  action.  The  batteries  engaged  were  McCarthy’s 
howitzer  battery  and  a section  of  Hart’s  battery,  Washington  Artillery, 
of  Charleston.  These  batteries  were  well  served  and  did  good  execu- 
tion. One  of  McCarthy’s  pieces  was  struck  twice. 

The  enemj^,  having  selected  their  ground,  had  lined  their  position 
with  artillery,  having  some  forty  pieces  in  i)osition.  Our  artillery  had 
to  be  brought  up  in  a narrow  lane  under  a terrible  tire,  and  so  soon 
as  they  discovered  a battery  coming  up  they  concentrated  their  entire 
artillery  on  it.  Several  batteries  were  in  succession  disabled  almost 
before  getting  into  action.  Carlton’s  and  Kemper’s  batteries  were  in 
reserve,  not  engaged,  but  had  several  men  killed.  Carlton  had  a lim- 
ber blown  up  by  the  enemy’s  shell.  Tlie  enemy’s  artillery  was  admira- 
bly handled  in  this  action,  and  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  most  terri- 
ble artillery  tire  during  the  war.  Their  pieces  were  in  an  admirable 
position,  and  so  arranged  that  they  could  concentrate  from  twenty  to 
thirty  guns  on  any  position. 

In  closing  my  report  I will  testify  to  the  general  good  conduct  of 
officers  and  men.  Majoi’  Nelson,  of  tlie  artillery,  was  under  tire  several 
times  at  Garnett’s  farm  and  exhibited  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieut. 
Paul  Hamilton,  my  adjutant,  was  in  every  action  at  Garnett’s  farm,  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Savage  Station,  and  Crew’s  farm,  and  on  every  occasion 
exhibited  consi)icuous  coolness  and  gallantry.  In  one  of  the  actions  at 
Garnett’s  farm  he  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

Having  been  placed  on  duty  with  the  cavalry  immediately  after  the 
action  of  Crew’s  farm,  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  data 
necessary  to  make  this  report  complete. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Col.  Arty,  and  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery  Magruder'’fi  Division, 

Captain  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Magruder^s  Division. 


748 


[Chap.  XXHT, 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 

204. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Howell  Cobh.,  G.  8.  Army,  commandmg  8econd  Bri- 
gade, Magrude^s  division,  of  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern 

'mil 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

August  12,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  houor  to  submit  a succinct  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  brigade  under  my  command  from  the  morning  of  June  29 
to  July  1 instant,  inclusive  : 

For  several  days  previous  to  June  29  my  command  has  been  kept 
day  and  night  under  arms,  prepared  at  a moment’s  notice  to  move  in 
co-operation  with  the  operations  of  our  armj^  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chickahominy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  the  men  wwe  required  to  remain  in  the 
trenches  at  the  position  then  occupied  by  the  brigade  at  the  burnt 
chimney,  on  the  Mne-mile  road. 

From  the  trenches  we  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  exiiecting 
to  find  the  enemy  still  occupying  their  strong  line  of  fortifications  im- 
mediately in  our  front.  It  was  now  ascertained,  however,  that  they 
had  evacuated  their  works  during  the  night  and  our  march  was  con- 
tinued in  their  pursuit.  On  reaching  a point  not  far  distant  from 
Savage  Station,  on  York  Eiver  Kailroad,  the  enemy  were  reported  to 
have  made  a stand  in  our  front.  The  division  of  General  Magruder 
w’as  here  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  the  brigade  commanded  I33"  the 
brave  and  lamented  Griffith  on  the  right  and  my  brigade  on  the  left. 
The  remaining  brigades  of  General  Magruder’s  command  I did  not 
know.  In  line  of  battle  our  march  continued  to  Savage  Station  with- 
out encountering  the  enemy.  At  that  point  the  enemy  were  first  seen. 
A few  well-directed  shots  from  the  Troup  Artillery  battery  drove  from 
our  right  the  fire  of  the  enemy  in  our  sight ; but  the  subsequent  events 
of  the  day  sliowed  that  they  were  then  in  strength,  prepared  to  make  a 
stubborn  resistance.  My  brigade  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  railroad, 
my  right  resting  on  the  road. 

The  position  to  which  I was  ordered  was  in  the  rear  of  the  woods, 
which  separated  us  from  an  open  field  in  our  front.  Unwilling  to  give 
the  enemy  the  advantage  of  the  woods  in  event  of  their  advance,  I 
advanced  my  line  some  400  yards  through  these  woods  and  occupied  a 
position  on  the  skirt  of  the  -woods,  with  an  open  field  in  ray  front. 

The  battle  of  that  evening  was  fought  on  the  right  of  the  railroad, 
and  hence  my  brigade,  though  exposed  from  their  advanced  position 
to  the  continued  fire  of  the  enemy,  had  no  opportunity  of  iiarticipating 
actively  in  the  fight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  enemy  having  disapx)eared  from  our 
front,  we  again  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  after  a most  fatiguing 
march  were  placed  that  night  in  line  of  battle  on  the  field  where  the 
enemy  had  been  successfully  met  and  overcome  by  General  Long- 
street’s  division  during  the  day.  My  brigade  occupied  the  second  line, 
in  support  of  Griffith’s  brigade,  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Barksdale, 
both  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  lines  were  scarcely 
formed  when  the  morning  of  July  1 summoned  us  to  another  march 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  again  disappeared  during  the  night. 
We  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  meeting  with  the  command  of  General 
Jackson,  it  was  found  that  no  enemy  w^as  in  our  front,  and  returning  by 
the  position  from  which  we  had  marched  in  the  morning  we  reached 
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tlie  battle-field  of  the  1st.  Here  a ijortioii  of  my  commaud,  the  Georgia 
Legion,  was  xdaeed  in  sui^port  of  the  artillery.  The  remaining  regi- 
ments were  posted  to  the  right  of  Mrs.  Carter’s  house,  in  a ravine.  An- 
other regiment  of  my  command,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  was  detached 
and  sent  forward  to  occiix^y  a ravine  on  the  right  to  prevent  any  attemi)t 
of  the  enemy  to  advance  in  that  direction.  My  command  was  thus 
posted  at  three  difierent  points,  rendering  my  own  i)osition,  in  endeav- 
oring to  look  after  each,  an  embarrassing  one. 

While  at  this  point  I received  a message  from  General  Armistead, 
who  occupied  with  his  brigade  the  advance  position  in  our  front,  that 
he  needed  support,  and  I immediately  moved  to  his  supi)ort  with  the 
remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade — the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  Second 
Louisiana,  and  Fifteenth  North  Carolina  To  reach  that  point  we  had  to 
pass  through  the  open  field  in  our  front  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  done  in  double-quick  and  good  order,  and  had  to  pass  through 
dense  woods  and  almost  impassable  ravines,  which  separated  us  from 
General  Armistead’s  position,  all  of  which  was  done  in  quick-time  and 
with  alacrity  by  the  three  regiments.  On  reaching  this  point  I imme- 
diately posted  my  command  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  which  continued  to  pour  a deadly  fire  ujion  that  ]ioint,  as 
well  as  the  entire  distance  which  we  had  traversed  from  the  ravine  near 
Mrs.  Carter’s  house.  Our  duty  was  to  prevent  any  advance  of  the  enem}^ 
and  to  unite  at  the  proiier  time  in  the  efiort  to  carry  the  batteries  of  the 
qnemy.  We  had  not  occupied  this  position  long  when  General  Magru- 
der  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  our  front,  and 
under  his  order  1 at  once  advanced  these  three  regiments  to  the  open 
field  in  front  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  The  advance  of  the  enemy 
was  reinilsed  and  the  regiments  united  in  the  general  assault  on  the 
batteries. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  throughout  was  all  that  could 
be  asked  and  even  more  than  could  be  expected  of  men.  The  best 
evidence  I can  offer  of  the  daring  and  courage  of  the  men  of  1113^  com- 
mand is  the  fact  that  after  the  battle  their  dead  were  found  mingled 
with  those  of  other  brigades  nearest  the  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  at  this  point  in  the  battle  that  Colonel  Norwood,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Louisiana,  while  gallantl.y  leading  his  regiment,  fell  severely",  but, 
J am  ha|)p.y  to  say,  not  mortall^^,  wounded.  Major  Ashton,  of  the  same 
regiment,  had  seized  the  colors  of  the  regiment  after  three  brave  men 
had  been  shot  down  in  the  act  of  bearing  thnm  forward,  and  was  bravely 
cheering  on  his  men  and  rallying  them  to  their  standard,  when,  i)ierced 
by  several  balls,  he  fell  and  died  instantly.  In  the  same  action  the 
brave  and  gallant  commander  of  the  Fifteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
Dowd,  was  severely-,  but  not  mortallj^,  wounded,  and  his  regiment,  for 
the  present,  deprived  of  his  invaluable  services. 

At  a subsequent  period  of  the  battle  the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  luevi- 
0USI3'  detached,  was  brought  into  the  action,  and,  like  their  comrades, 
were  found  foremost  in  the  fight.  The  Georgia  Legion,  though  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  during  the  entire  day,  was  not  brought  into  the 
action,  because  of  its  position  in  support  of  the  artillery. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  men  of  my  command  to  state  the  fact  that  for 
more  than  forty-eight  hours  previous  to  the  battle  they  had  had  neither 
rest  nor  food  5 ami  though  their  ranks  had  been  greatly  reduced  by 
exhaustion,  there  was  no  murmuring  or  spirit  of  complaint  as  long  as 
there  was  an  enemy  in  front. 

We  commenced  the  march  from  the  burnt  chimney"  on  the  morning 
of  June  20  with  2,700  men,  but  fatigue  and  exhaustion  had  so  reduced 
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our  ranks  that  less  than  1,500  were  carried  into  the  battle  of  the  1st 
instant,  and  of  that  number  nearly  500  are  in  the  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

I would  add  that  the  Troup  Artillery  (Georgia  Legion)  was  with  my 
brigade  during  all  of  its  operations  and  did  effective  service. 

On  Tuesday  their  position  was  such  that  while  exposed  to  a galliug 
tire  they  could  not  reply  with  safety  to  our  own  men.  The  coolness 
and  composure  of  the  men  were  commendable. 

I annex  a list  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment.* 

It  is  due  to  the  members  of  my  staff  to  say  that  they  acted  with 
coolness  and  energy  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

By^igadier-  General. 


No.  295. 

Report  oj  Col.  William  Bar]{sdale,  Thirteenth  Musissippi  Infantry^  com- 
manding Third  Brigade.,  Magruderh  division.,  of  the  battles  of  Savage 
Station  and  Malvern  Sill. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Richmond.,  Ua.,  July  24,  1802. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battles  of  Sunday,  June  29,  at  Savage 
Station,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  Tuesday,  July  1 : 

On  Sunday  morning  we  were  ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy,  who  had 
abandoned  his  fortitications  on  the  Nine-mile  road  and  was  understood 
to  be  retreating  down  the  York  River  Eailroad.  On  reaching  these 
fortifications  a fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  the  enemy’s  rear  guard. 
The  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  in  line  of  battle,  and  while  gailantly 
executing  this  order  General  Griffith  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  was 
borne  from  the  field  by  Majors  Watts  and  Hawkins,  of  his  staff’,  when 
the  command  devolved  upon  me.  Continuing  the  pursuit,  I was  or- 
. dered  to  support  General  Cobb,  who  was  in  the  advance,  should  he 
become  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  brigade  advanced  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  through  the  thick  woods  and  over  a 
marshy  countiy,  until  we  reached  Savage  Station,  when  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  upon  the  enemy  by  General  McLaws’ 
division.  The  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  Colonel  Holder,  and  the  Twenty- 
first,  Colonel  Humphreys,  were  ordered  to  that  side  of  the  road,  and  to 
support  Kershaw’s  brigade  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  do  so. 

About  sundown  these  regiments  advanced  gallantly  and  promptly 
when  the  order  was  given  under  a severe  tire  across  an  open  field  to 
the  support  of  a battery  and  engaged  the  enemy,  then  strongly  posted 
in  the  woods  beyond  the  field,  and  poured  several  destructive  volleys 
into  his  ranks,  when  messengers  arrived  and  requested  that  the  firing 
should  cease,  as  danger  would  result  from  it  to  our  friends,  who  were 
maneuvering  between  them  and  the  enemy.  The  men  were  ordered 
to  lay  down,  and  night  coming  on  and  the  firiug  having  ceased,  they 
retired  in  good  order  to  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle-field. 

The  Eighteenth  Eegiment,  Colonel  Griffin,  was  ordered  after  dark  to 
the  battle-field  and  slept  upon  it,  the  enemy  during  the  night  continu- 
ing his  llight. 
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On  Monday  we  continued  the  march,  but  did  not  reach  the  battle- 
iield  of  that  day  until  10  o’clock  at  night. 

The  next  morning  at  daylight  the  pickets  reported  tliat  the  ene- 
my was  advancing.  1 at  once  ordered  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle 
and  advanced  across  the  field  to  a skirt  of  woods,  halted,  and  awaited 
his  attack,  throwing  out  several  companies  of  skirmishers ; but  tlie 
report  proved  to  be  unfounded,  the  enemy  having  during  the  night  re- 
treated, leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  Our  companies 
of  skirmishers  captured  a number  of  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  tlie 
rear. 

About  2 o’clock  the  enemy  were  discovered  in  a strong  position 
and  in  immense  numbers  on  the  Crew  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill.  By 
your  orders,  given  to  me  in  person,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  the 
woods  in  front  of  the  enemj"  and  in  range  of  his  fire  both  from  his  bat- 
teries and  gunboats  in  James  Eiver,  about  IJ  miles  distant,  the  men 
being  protected  as  well  as  it  could  be  done  by  the  woods  and  brow  of 
a hill.  Here  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  among  us,  several  being  killed  and 
wounded,  and  among  them  Major  Moody,  of  the  Twenty-first  Eegiment, 
Avho  was  seriouslj^  wounded  in  the  foot. 

At  about  6 o’clock  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy  to  support  oiir  friends,  who  Avere  already  engaged,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  take  his  batteries.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  the  open  field,  and  adAmneed  upon  the  enemy  under 
a terrible  fire  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  Minie  balls,  and  continued 
the  assault  until  night  closed  the  scene,  when  it  retired  in  good  order 
to  the  position  it  formerly  occupied  in  the  Avoods.  Colonels  Holder, 
Griliin,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brandon,  commanding  Twenty-first 
Eegiment,  Avere  ail  severely  wounded  Avhile  gallantly  and  nobly  leading 
their  regiments  into  action. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter,  commanding  the  Thirteenth  Eegiment, 
Avhile  handling  his  men  Avitli  consummate  skill,  Avas  Avouuded  and  taken 
irom  the  field.  The  command  in  the  Thirteenth  Eegiment  devolved 
upon  Major  McElroy  ; in  the  Seventeenth  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiser; 
in  the  Eighteenth  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  and  in  the  Twenty-first 
on  Captain  Brooks,  all  of  Avhom  discharged  their  duties  bravely  and 
Avith  signal  ability. 

The  entire  command,  although  one-third  of  its  number  fell  upon  the 
field,  maintained  its  ground  Avith  undaunted  courage,  and  dealt  bravely 
terrible  blows  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  as  his  dead  and  wounded 
in  front  of  our  lines  the  next  morning  clearly  proved. 

^ I am  under  peculiar  obligations  to  Major  Inge,  adjutant-general  of  the 
biigade,  for  his  Auduable  assistance  in  both  engagements.  He  Avas 
prompt  in  the  execution  of  all  orders,  and  constantly  exposed  to  the 
1 severest  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns  in  directing  the  regiment  into  battle. 
I To  Cai)tain  Costin,  aide-de-camp,  I am  much  indebted.  He  was  with 
i me  in  the  field  encouraging  the  men  by  his  example  and  gallantly  dis- 
charging his  duty.  1 Avas  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  Majors 
> Watts  and  HaAv  kins  by  the  fall  of  General  Griffith,  both  of  whom  were 
I ordered  to  remain  Avith  him. 

j It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  twice  during  the  battle  Captain  Mc- 
Carthy’s battery  engaged  the  enemy,  and  that  both  he  and  his  com- 
mand behaved  Avith  coolness  and  courage  Avorthy  of  the  cause.  Dr. 
j Gilmore,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  his  assistants,  in  the  dis- 
! charge  of  their  duties,  Avere  indefatigable,  haAung  the  Avouuded  borne 
[ from  the  field  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  found.  I desire  to  call  the 

I*  attention  of  the  Dei)artment  to  this  officer,  who,  by  his  skill  as  a sur- 
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geon  and  ability  as  a physician^  is  eminently  entitled  to  its  favorable 
consideration. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Captain  Dickinson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Ko.  29G. 

Report  of  Maj.  Kennon  McElroy,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 

July  5,  1862. 

Colonel  : The  command  of  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment 
having  devolved  upon  me  just  before  the  close  of  the  engagement  on 
Tuesday  evening,  July  1,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  that  sanguinary  contest : 

At  6.30  X).  m.  this  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W. 
Carter,  was,  and  under  your  own  suiier vision,  formed  on  the  right  of 
your  brigade  and  advanced  to  within  some  300  yards  of  the  enemy,  who 
appeared  in  strong  force  in  front.  There  the  regiment  was  halted  and 
the  line  dressed,  and  I can  testify  that,  although  exi)osed  to  a most 
withering  fire  and  our  men  falling  on  every  hand,  the  line  was  xiromptly 
dressed  without  confusion,  and  when  the  command  forward  was  given, 
advanced  in  splendid  style  to  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy.  Here  the 
regiment  was  again  halted  behind  the  brow  of  a hill  and  ordered  to 
fire.  For  nearly  one  hour  we  held  this  advanced  position  without  sup- 
port on  either  flank,  and  during  this  time,  I am  xwoud  to  say,  the  men 
of  this  command  fought  with  a determination  and  bravery  which  suc- 
cessfully held  in  check  a largely  suxierior  force  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
confronting  us. 

Believing  this  ])Osition  longer  untenable,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
fall  back  just  at  dark  to  our  former  iiosition,  200  yards  in  the  rear. 
Being  xiresent  yourself,  you  are  aware  how  reluctantly,  yet  in  what 
fine  order,  this  command  was  obeyed. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter  was  severely  wounded  and 
taken  from  the  field. 

Halting  the  regiment  under  the  cover  of  a hill,  where  it  was  in  a 
measure  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  line  was  reformed  and 
I prepared  to  advance  with  a force  then  coming  up  on  my  left;  their, 
however,  having  masked  a portion  of  our  front  was  the  cause,  I suppose, 
of  the  order  then  received  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  many 
were  I to  make  mention  of  the  many  examiiles  of  individual  heroism 
I saw  disxilayed  both  among  officers  and  men.  I will  therefore  simx)ly 
say  that  both  comxiany  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty  and  x^roved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  name  of  Mississipx)ians. 

Very  resxiectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Mcelroy, 

Major,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 

Col.  William  Barksdale, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
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No.  297. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Fiser^  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry of 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers, 

July  5,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  engaged  on  the  evening  of 
1 near  Meadow  farm : 

In  pursuance  of  orders  the  regiment  was  moved  down  on  the  right 
into  the  woods  and  then  took  position  and  awaited  orders.  During 
the  time  shot  and  shell  fell  among  my  command,  proving  very  destruc- 
tive. Two  orders  reached  the  command  to  move  out  in  support  of 
General  Wright’s  brigade,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  which  was 
promptly  done,  and  executed  in  splendid  order  and  without  the  least 
confusion. 

Col.  W.  D.  Holder,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  into  action 
through  a shower  of  grai)e  and  shell,  fell  severely  wounded,  hence  the 
command  devolved  upon  me,  this  being  at  a time  when  the  command 
was  forming  a line  immediately  after  crossing  a very  difficult  ravine. 

The  command  moved  and  dressed  to  the  colors  promptly-  and  in 
order.  I ordered  the  command  to  forward,  which  it  did  without  waver- 
ing, although  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill.  I 
halted  my  command,  finding  my  front  masked  by  several  regiments, 
extending  from  right  to  left.  At  this  point  I ordered  Captain  Govan, 
commanding  Company  B,  to  act  as  field  officer  and  assist  in  the  com- 
mand of  my  regiment,  which  I can  say  he  did  with  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry. 

From  this  point  I moved  my  command  to  the  right,  endeavoring  to 
get  a chance  at  the  enemy  without  being  masked  by  friends.  Finding 
that  impossible,  on  account  of  the  scattered  fragments  of  regiments, 
and  night  coming  on,  I ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  for  protection  from 
the  graiie  and  canister,  which  was  raking  the  field  in  front  and  the  air 
above. 

Night  coming  on,  and  the  firing  of  small-arms  having  ceased,  I with- 
drew my  command  from  the  field  in  splendid  order  and  files  well 
dressed,  with  regiments  of  the  brigade.  . 

I must  further  state  that  my  position  on  the  field  was  hazardous; 
several  regiments  came  near  firing  into  my  rear.  I exerted  myself  to 
prevent  different  regiments  from  firing  into  each  other,  which,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  was  done  on  several  occasions,  but  none  of  this  brigade. 

I am  indebted  to  Captain  Moreland,  acting  major,  for  his  gallantry 
and  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  throughout  the  engagement. 

1 take  pleasure  in  saying  that  Adjutant  Sykes  was  at  his  i)ost  and 
rendered  me  valuable  assistance. 

I cannot  close  without  thanking  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Inge, 
whom  I found,  on  reaching  the  field,  nobly  discharging  his  duty  in 
directing  regiments  into  battle. 

I am,  colonel,  with  high  regard,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  FISER, 

Lieut.  Col..,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

Col.  William  Barksdale, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
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Ko.  298. 

Ecport  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Lusc,  LJighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry.^ 
of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Rill. 

In  the  Field,  July  5,  18G2. 

Dear  Sir  : It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  tlie  action  of  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regimeut  in  the  engagement  of  July  1 near 
Charles  City  road : 

Upon  receiving  your  order  to  do  so,  the  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Thomas  M.  Griffin,  started  from  its  position  in  rear  of 
onr  line  of  battle  and  look  its  position  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ment. Counter-marching,  the  regiment  moved  by  the  right  flank,  so  as 
to  receive  protection  of  natural  defenses  against  the  enemy^s  batteries 
to  onr  front,  but  was  all  the  while  exposed  to  a heavy  and  destructive 
fire  from  his  batteries  on  onr  right.  Just  before  reaching  the  scene . 
of  action  Colonel  Griffin  fell  wounded  and  was  caiiied  from  the  field. 
On  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon  whose  crest  rested  the  line  of  the 
enemy  the  regimeut  was  thrown  into  line.  While  this  Avas  being  done 
I sent  Lieutenant  Johnson  and  Private  Edward  Dunning,  of  Company 
C,  to  the  front  to  locate  the  enemy’s  battery  and  infantry,  Avho  re- 
turned and  reported  accurately  his  position,  and  also  reported  that  the 
only  opening  to  be  seen  long  enough  in  our  line  (at  that  time  engaged) 
to  admit  of  our  entering  was  about  200  yards  to  our  left.  I accord- 
ingly marched  the  regiment  to  the  left  and  then  to  the  front,  rising 
the  hill,  still  partly  masked  by  the  regiment  on  my  right.  This  was 
unmasked  by  an  oblique  moA^ement  to  the  left;  Avhich  being  accom- 
plished, I moved  the  regiment  forward  to  Avithin  short  musket-range 
and  opened  on  his  batteries  and  infantry. 

This  iiosition  I occupied  until  twilight  began  to  dim  the  field,  when 
Lieutenant  Buckles  (Company  E)  informed  [me]  that  all  supiiort  had 
been  withdrawn  from  our  left,  Avhich  I saw  at  a glance  to  be  true.  This 
unfortunate  circumstance  threAV  a more  destructive  fire  into  our  left 
than  A^eterans  could  be  justly  called  upon  to  withstand,  yet  officers  and 
men  stood  firm,  and  resolutely  returned  the  enemy’s  fire  from  ranks 
noAv  reduced  by  more  than  one-third  of  their  former  number.  At  this 
juncture  the  same  officer  reported  tlie  enemy  moved  around  our  left 
flaidv,  Avhereupon  I Avithdrew  the  regiment  in  line,  firing  in  retreat. 

Where  the  conduct  of  all  was  so  satisfactory  it  is  difficult  to  iden- 
tify those  to  Avhom  is  due  the  credit  of  i)eculiar  gallantry,  but  I feel  it  my 
duty  to  put  upon  record  the  heroism  of  some  Avho  disi)layed  cons[)ic- 
uous  gallantry.  To  Capt.  E.  G.  Henry  on  the  right  and  Capt.  F.  Bos- 
tick on  the  left  wing,  the  former  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  the  latter 
major,  the  regiment  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  order  and  steadiness 
AAdiich  marked  its  action  in  this  engagement.  Each  fell  mortally 
Avounded  at  his  post  while  heroically  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous and  responsible  duties.  To  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Inge, 
of  Colonel  Barksdale’s  staff,  I Avould  express  my  obligations  for  assist- 
anee  upon  the  field,  where  his  zeal,  skill,  and  braATuy  inspired  all  Avdio 
beheld  him.  So  numerous  were  the  instances  in  which  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  i)riA^ates  in  the  ranks  distinguished  themselves  that 
it  Avould  be  imi)ossible  to  mention  all  in  a report  like  this;  but  some 
there  were  Avhom  the  accidents  of  the  battle  threw  under  my  imme- 
diate observation.  Sergeant  Smith  (color-bearer)  is  deseiwing  of  the 
highest  praise  for  his  steadiness  during  the  fight  and  considerate  cool- 
ness after  being  AVOunded.  Orderly-Sergeant  Goodloe^^  Comi)any  C,  for 
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activity  and  coolness  in  dressing  bis  men  while  under  teniiic  fire.  Pri- 
vates Cooper,  Company  F ; George  Green  and  C.  Berry,  Company  I), 
and  Cori)oral  Huston  and  Private  Tyler,  Company  I,  were  among  those 
prominent  who  distinguished  themselves  for  gallantry  and  boldness. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 

Lieut.  Co/.,  Commanding  Eighteenth  MiHsusi})X)i  Regiment. 

Col.  William  Barksdale. 


No.  299. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  C.  F.  Broohs,  Twenty-first  Mississippi  Infantry.^ 
of  the  battle  of  Malvern  Mill. 

July  5,  1802. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Twenty-first  Missis- 
sippi Eegiment,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Brandon  commanding,  was  on  the 
1st  instant  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  about  3 

]).  m.  on  the  road.  After  advancing  Avithin  a few  hundred 

yards  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  sharpshooters  we  formed  a line  of  battle 
on  a hill-side  in  the  woods  about  4.30  o’clock.  In  a few  moments  the 
enemy  opened  a heavy  fire  of  shell,  shot,  &c.,  which  was  continued  for 
the  space  of  two  hours,  Avounding  Maj.  D.  N.  Moody  and  killing  and 
Avounding  seA^eral  others. 

About  6.30  o’clock  we  Avere  ordered  forward,  following  the  Eight- 
eenth Mississippi  Pegiment,  right  in  front,  and  formed  a line  of  battle 
on  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth  on  the  riglit  by  file  into  line,  within  800 
yards  of  the  enemy’s  battery,  suffering  severely  from  their  fire.  We 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  until  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s  battery, 
and  finding  no  support  either  right  or  left  Avere  ordered  to  retire,  Avhich 
AA*e  did  in  good  order,  losing  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Brandon  (the  only  field 
officer),  being  Avounded  by  a grape  shot.  The  command  of  the  regi- 
ment then  devolved  upon  me.  After  falling  back,  partially  under  coA^er 
of  the  hill,  Ave  Avere  again  ordered  to  advance,  Avhich  Avas  done  imme- 
diately, and  continued  until  AAdthin  150  or  200  yards  of  the  battery. 
I again  found  no  supt)ort  either  right  or  left,  and  the  enemy,  Avith 
infantry  on  the  left  and  artillery  in  our  front,  Avere  pouring  a destruc- 
tive fire  into  our  ranks  of  grape  shot,  canister,  and  small-arms.  We 
Avere  again  ordered  to  retire  and  did  so  in  good  order,  aiid  left  the  field 
after  dark.  Both  officers  and  men  acted  gallantly  during  the  entire 
engagement. 

The  casualties  Avere  as  folloAvs : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Field  and  staff 

3 

Coininissioned  officers 

2 

6 

Hank  and  tile 

21 

74 

Total 

23 

83 

A cirrcirato 

lOG 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serAmnt, 

WM.  C.  E.  BROOKS, 

Capt..,  Comdg.  Ttventy-first  Regiment  Mississipin  Volunteers. 
Col.  William  Barksdale,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
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Eeport  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division, 
of  operations  June  26- July  2,  including  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville, 
Gaines’’  Mill,  Frazier’’ s Farm  [Nelson’’ s Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Mal- 
vern Hill. 


Headquarters, 

Near  Richmond,  July  29,  1862. 

Colonel  : lu  obedience  to  Oonfideiitial  General  Orders,  No.  75,^  and 
previously  arranged  plans,  the  divisions  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  H.  Hill  and 
my  own  were  ])ut  in  march,  the  former  at  2 the  latter  at  3 a.  m.  on  the 
26th  for  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  to  await  the  progress  of  the  com- 
mands of  Major-Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill.  The  two  divisions 
were  in  position  in  front  of  Mechanicsville  Bridge  at  8 a.  m.,  but  some 
unavoidable  delay  in  the  movements  of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chickahominy  kept  us  in  waiting  until  about  3 p.  m.,  when  the  ad- 
vance of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  command  was  discovered.  The  divis- 
ions were  put  in  readiness  to  cross  at  any  moment,  and  at  6 o’clock  the 
enemy  had  been  turned  and  driven  back  far  enough  to  enable  the  head 
of  our  column  to  pass  the  bridge. 

Brigadier- General  Hampton  volunteered  to  give  directions  and  posi- 
tions to  our  heavy  batteries  opposite  Mechanicsville,  now  become  use- 
less, and  to  follow  the  movements  of  our  army  down  the  river.  The 
battery  followed  our  movements  and  played  upon  the  enemy’s  lines 
with  good  effect.  Kipley’s  brigade,  of  D.  H.  Hill’s  division,  was  thrown 
forward  and  soon  became  engaged  in  a sharp  tight  with  the  enemy  at 
Beaver  Ham  Creek,  a stream  from  12  to  20  feet  wide,  with  perpendicu- 
lar banks  from  6 to  8 feet  high.  The  enemy  being  very  strongly 
posted  behind  this  creek,  with  the  bridges  destroyed,  these  gallant 
troops  could  accomplish  but  little  before  night.  A very  handsome 
effort  was  made  by  them,  however,  to  take  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Maj. 
Gen.  H.  H.  Hill’s  report  will  give  particulars  of  the  conduct  of  his  troops 
at  this  point. 

Some  time  after  dark  the  rear  brigade  of  my  own  division  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  and  Pryor’s  and  Featherston’s  brigades 
were  ordered  to  Beaver  Ham  Creek  to  relieve  the  portion  of  Maj.  Gen. 
H.  H.  Hill’s  division  in  position  there,  the  balance  of  the  division  re- 
maining near  the  bridge  in  bivouac. 

At  early  dawn  on  the  27th  the  battle  was  renewed  with  artillery  and 
infantry.  The  brigade  of  General  Wilcox  and  a battery  was  sent  to 
the  support  of  the  brigades  on  Beaver  Ham  Creek,  and  were  engaged 
principally  with  artillery  until  7 o’clock,  when  the  enemy  abandoned 
his  trenches  and  retired.  The  columns  were  delayed  about  an  hour 
repairing  the  bridges,  when  the  general  advance  was  resumed.  Three 
of  my  brigades  (Wilcox’s,  Pryor’s,  and  Featherston’s),  under  Brigadier- 
General  Wilcox,  were  put  in  advance  to  move,  when  the  ground  would 
permit,  in  line  of  battle,  supported  by  Pickett’s  brigade,  the  other  two 
(Anderson’s  and  Kemper’s)  some  distance  behind. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  rapidly  from 
his  right,  burning  and  otherwise  destroying  most  of  the  property  that 
he  could  not  remove.  The  pursuit  was  steadily  continued  until  1 
o’clock,  when  the  enemy  was  discovered  strongly  posted  behind  Powhite 
Creek.  The  three  brigades  under  Wilcox  were  advanced  to  the  edge 
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of  the  creek  to  feel  the  enemy,  aud  ascertain  as  far  as  practicable  his 
strength.  It  was  soon  found  that  he  was  in  full  force.  A message  to 
this  effect  was  received  from  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones  a feAv  moments 
previous.  The  troops  were  halted  in  position  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  other  divisions. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  soon  repaired  the  bridges  at  the  mill,  crossed 
the  Po white  Creek,  and  took  position  for  the  attack. 

The  columns  under  General  Jackson,  having  a longer  march,  were 
not  in  position  for  some  time  after.  Finally  these  columns  Avere  re- 
ported in  position,  and  the  commanding  general  directed  my  brigades 
to  be  put  in  position  on  the  right  to  co-operate.  In  front  of  me  the 
enemy  occupied  the  wooded  slope  of  Turkey  Hill,  the  crest  of  Avhich 
is  50  or  60  feet  higher  than  the  plain  over  which  my  troops  must  ])ass 
to  make  an  attack.  The  plain  is  about  a quarter  of  a mile  wide;  the 
farther  side  of  it  was  occuiAied  by  sharpshooters.  Above  these  and  on 
the  slope  of  the  hill  was  a line  of  infantry  behind  trees,  felled  so  as  to 
form  a good  breastwork.  The  crest  of  the  hill,  some  40  feet  above 
the  last  line,  was  strengthened  by  rifle  trenches  and  occupied  by  in- 
fantry and  artillery.  In  addition  to  this  the  plain  was  enfiladed  by 
batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  I was,  in  fact,  in 
the  position  from  which  the  enemy  wished, us  to  attack  him. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  division.  My  troops 
were  drawn  up  in  lines,  massed  behind  the  crest  of  a hill,  and  be- 
hind a small  wood,  three  brigades  in  each  position,  and  held  in  readi- 
ness as  the  reserve.  We  had  not  been  in  position  long,  however, 
before  I received  an  urgent  message  from  the  commanding  general  to 
make  a diversion  in  favor  of  the  attacking  columns.  The  three  bri- 
gades under  Wilcox  were  at  once  ordered  forward  against  the  enemy’s 
left  flank  with  this  view.  Pickett’s  brigade,  making  a diversion  on 
the  left  of  these  brigades,  developed  the  strong  i)osition  and  force  of 
the  enemy  in  my  front,  and  I found  that  I must  drive  him  by  direct 
assault  or  abandon  the  idea  of  making  the  diversion.  From  the  urgent 
nature  of  the  message  from  the  commanding  general  and  my  own 
peculiar  position  I determined  to  change  the  feint  into  an  attack,  and 
orders  for  a general  advance  were  issued.  General  E.  H.  Anderson’s 
brigade  was  divided,  part  supporting  Pickett’s  in  the  direct  assault 
and  the  other  portion  guarding  the  right  flank  of  the  brigades  under 
Wilcox. 

At  this  moment  General  Whiting  arrived  with  his  division,  put  it 
into  position  at  once,  and  joined  in  the  assault.  The  opportune  arrival 
of  this  division  occupied  the  entire  field  and  enabled  me  to  hold  in  re- 
serve my  rear  brigade  (Kemper’s).  Our  gallant  officers  and  men  were 
moved  forward  in  the  face  of  three  lines  of  infantry  fire,  supported  by 
batteries  from  both  sides  of  the  Chickahominy.  The  troo])s,  moving 
steadily  on  under  this  terrible  fire,  drove  the  enemy  from  his  positions 
one  after  another,  took  his  batteries,  and  finally  drove  him  into  the 
swam])s  of  the  Chickahominy. 

Ko  battle-field  can  boast  of  more  gallantry  and  devotion.  The  se- 
verest trials  were  encountered  by  Wilcox’s,  Featherston’s,  and  Pryor’s 
brigades.  These  Avere  skirmishing  all  day,  and  under  a most  annoy- 
ing fire  of  artillery  a great  part  of  the  time.  They  were  the  first,  too, 
to  make  the  assault  and  receive  the  terrible  fire  of  infantry  from  the 
enemy’s  lines.  The  enemy’s  left  Avas  forced,  and  his  position  was  thus 
partially  turned,  several  of  his  batteries  and  many  prisoners  and  reg- 
imental standards  falling  into  our  hands.  As  our  troops  reached  the 
crest  but  a moment  before  occupied  by  the  enemy  re-enforcements 
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advaiicecl  aad  ^yere  engaged  with  our  troops  for  a few  moments.  Soon 
discovering,  however,  that  they  must  give  way,  they  fell  back  in  some 
conl'nsion.  leaving  their  dead  to  mark  their  line  of  battle.  This  was 
the  last  (^pimsition  encountered  by  our  troops,  further  than  a show  of 
resistance  as  the  enemy  was  pursued.  The  tiring  along  other  portions 
of  the  line  was  continued  until  dark. 

General  Whiting,  having  tinished  his  work  in  our  front  with  his  own 
division,  asked  for  a brigade  of  General  Jackson’s  command,  which 
happened  to  be  near  me,  and  i)ut  it  in  position  on  our  left,  where  he 
did  other  handsome  work.  After  driving  the  enemy  from  his  last  posi- 
tion many  of  our  men  continued  the  pursuit  beyond  in  a rather  strag- 
gling condition.  The  enemy’s  cavalry,  covering  his  retreat,  seeing  this, 
attempted  a charge,  but  our  troops  coolly  awaited  their  approach,  and 
drove  them  back  after  delivering  a few  rounds  into  their  ranks.  A 
little  after  dark  the  bring  ceased,  and  the  enemy  left  upon  the  field 
surrendered  or  straggled  through  the  woods. 

Up  to  the  moment  of  gaining  the  enemy’s  position  our  loss  was 
greater  than  his,  but  the  telling  tire  of  our  infantry  upon  his  lines  as 
he  retired  and  returned  again  to  attack  thinned  his  ranks  so  rapidly 
that  his  dead  soon  outnumbered  ours. 

There  was  more  individual  gallantry  displayed  upon  this  field  than 
any  1 have  ever  seen.  Conspicuous  among  those  gallant  officers  and 
men  were  Brig.  Gens.  B.  H.  Anderson,  [W.  II.  C.]  Whiting,  [0.  M.J 
AVilcox,  and  [George  E.]  Pickett  (the  latter  severely  wounded).  Colonels 
Jenkins,  Witliers  (severely  wounded),  Lieutenant-Colonels  Hale  (se- 
verely wounded),  Slaughter  (severely  wounded),  and  Major  Mullins 
(severely  wounded).  The  gallant  Colonel  AYoodward,  of  the-  Tenth 
Alabama  Volunteers,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  the  assault  on 
the  enemy’s  position. 

My  iiersonal  staff* — Majors  Sorrel,  Manning,  Fairfax,  and  Walton, 
Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  Blackwell — displayed  great  gallantry, 
intelligence,  and  activity.  They  have  my  warmest  thanks  and  deserve 
much  credit  of  the  Government. 

Major  Haskell,  of  General  H.  E.  Jones’  staff*,  volunteered  his  services 
to  me  for  the  day.  Upon  his  first  field,  his  conduct  would  have  done 
credit  to  any  distinguished  veteran.  After  gallantly  bearing  the  colors 
of  one  of  the  regiments  to  the  enemy’s  breastworks  and  planting  the 
standard  upon  them  he  lost  his  right  arm  by  a cannon-shot. 

Tlie  gallant  Captain  Ochiltree,  of  the  Adjutant-General’s  Department, 
volunteered  his  services,  and  was  vwy  active  and  energetic  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duties  assigned  him. 

General  Wigfall  and  Cols.  P.  T.  Moore  and  W.  Munford  kindly 
off*ered  their  services,  and  were  active  .and  useful  in  transmitting  or- 
ders, &c. 

Early  on  the  following  day  (Saturday/)  parties  were  sent  forward  to 
find  the  enemy.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  he  was  not  in  force  in 
my  front  and  had  destroyed  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahominy  im- 
mediately in  front  of  me.  It  was  siHiposed,  however,  that  we  would  be 
able  to  draw  him  from  his  intrenchments  by  cutting  his  base.  AA^hile 
other  portions  of  the  army  were  occupied  at  this  work,  my  artillery  was 
oi)ened  with  such  long-range  guns  as  1 could  use  against  the  enemy  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  range  was  so  great,  however,  that  we 
could  do  but  little  more  than  annoy  him.  The  fire  of  one  of  the  bat- 
teries in  front  of  General  D.  E.  Jones,  however,  made  him  feel  exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable. 

The  effort  to  draw  the  enemy  out  by  cutting  his  base  was  entirely 
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Till  successful,  and  on  Sunday  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  lie  had 
abandoned  his  fortifications  and  was  in  full  retreat  toward  his  gun- 
boats on  the  James  Kiver.  I was  ordered,  with  my  own  division  and 
that  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  to  march  via  New  Bridge  and  the  Darby- 
town  road  to  intercejit  his  retreat.  After  a forced  march  our  troops 
reached  a point  that  night  within  easy  striking  distance  of  the  enemy. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  Monday  morning.  Soon  after  taking  up 
the  line  of  march  I was  joined  by  the  commanding  general.  Our  forces 
came  upon  the  enemy  at  Frazier’s  farm  about  noon,  when  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  were  reported  as  advancing.  Colonel  Jenkins,  command- 
ing the  Second  Brigade,  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
enemy.  After  driving  in  his  pickets  it  was  found  that  he  was  in  force 
and  position,  ready  for  battle.  My  own  division  was  put  in  position 
for  attack  or  defense  at  once,  and  one  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  brigades 
(Branch’s)  ordered  forward  to  supiiort  my  right  flank,  the  rest  of  Hill’s 
division  being  left  for  the  time  on  the  road  to  secure  the  right  or  to 
move  up  to  support  the  front.  ^ 

About  this  time  information  was  received  that  Major-General  Ma- 
gruder  was  in  rear  in  easy  supporting  distance ; but  as  information  was 
also  received  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  front  of  Major-General 
Holmes,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  order  Magruder’s  forces  to  join 
Holmes,  about  3 miles  off  to  our  right. 

After  getting  into  position  artillery  fire  was  opened  about  3 p.  m. 
upon  the  enemy,  apparently  from  the  Charles  City  road.  Taking  this 
for  Huger’s  attack,  and  thinking  that  his  troops  (rather  fresh)  would 
expect  early  co-operation,  I ordered  several  batteries  forward  hurriedly 
in  order  to  assure  those  troops  that  we  were  in  position.  The  enemy’s 
batteries  returned  the  fire  immediately  and  with  great  rajudity.  One 
battery  was  found  to  be  so  near  our  front  line  that  I ordered  Colonel 
Jenkins  to  silence  it.  The  enemy  was  found  to  be  in  such  force  there, 
however,  that  the  engagement  was  brought  on  at  once  (4  o’clock). 
Troops  were  thrown  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  support  of 
the  attacking  columns.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  that  con- 
cert of  action  so  essential  to  complete  success  could  not  obtain,  partic- 
ularly attacking  such  odds  against  us  and  in  position.  The  enemy, 
however,  was  driven  back  slowly  and  steadily,  contesting  the  ground 
inch  by  inch.  He  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  his  batteries  off*  the 
field,  and,  by  holding  his  last  position  until  dark,  in  withdrawing  his 
forces  under  cover  of  night. 

The  troops  sustained  their  rej)utation  for  coolness,  courage,  deter- 
mination, and  devotion  so  well  earned  on  many  hotly  contested  fields. 

Branch’s  brigade,  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  division,  did  not  render 
the  prompt  support  to  our  right  which  was  expected,  and  it  is  believed 
that  several  of  our  officers  and  men  were  taken  prisoners  in  conse- 
quence. The  other  brigades  of  this  division  were  prompt,  and  advanced 
to  the  attack  with  an  alacrity  worthy  of  their  gallant  leader.  They  re- 
covered and  secured  the  captured  batteries  from  some  of  which  the 
troojis  of  my  division  had  been  compelled  to  retire  for  want  of  prompt 
support.  The  odds  against  us  on  this  field  were  probably  greater  than 
on  any  other. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  deserves  much  credit  for  the  condition  of  his 
new  troops  and  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  in  throwing  his 
forces  forward  at  the  proper  time  and  to  the  proper  points. 

I would  also  mention,  as  distinguished  among  others  for  gallantry 
and  skill.  Brig.  Gens.  B.  H.  Anderson,  Kemper,  Wilcox,  Pryor,  and 
Featherston  (the  latter  severely  wounded),  and  Colonels  Jenkins,  Corse, 


760 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXin. 


Strange,  Patton,  Perry  (severely  wounded),  Lieutenant-Colonels  Marye, 
Coppens,  Eoystou,  and  Major  Caldwell  (both  wounded);  Captain  FieldJ 
commanding  Eleventh  Alabama,  and  Captain  King,  commanding  Ninth 
Alabama  (both  wounded) ; Captain  Otey,  commanding  Eleventh  Vir- 
ginia, and  Captain  Kilpatrick,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters.' ' 

The  country  and  the  service  mourns  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Tay- 
lor, of  the  Second  Mississippi  Battalion  ; Lieut.  Col.  D.  W.  Baine,  com- 
manding Fourteenth  Alabama  Begiment ; Lieut.  Col.  J.  V.  Scott,  (com- 
manding Third  Virginia  Begiment,  and  Maj.  William  Anderson,  of  the 
Palmetto  Sharpshooters.  These  brave  and  valuable  officers  fell  at  the 
head  of  their  commands  in  a desperate  charge  on  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

Majors  Sorrel,  Manning,  Fairfax,  and  Walton,  Captain  Goree,  and 
Lieutenant  Blackwell,  of  my  personal  staff,  displayed  their  usual  gal- 
lantry and  alacrity.  After  five  days  of  night  and  day  work,  they  tept 
up  with  undiminished  zeal  and  energy.  My  volunteer  aide.  General 
Wigfall,  remained  with  me  also,  conspicuous  for  his  courage,  coolness, 
and  intelligence. 

Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Johnston,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  were 
assigned  to  duty  at  my  headquarters  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
and  were  very  energetic  and  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  discover  the 
various  positions  of  the  enemy. 

I desire  to  render  my  thanks  to  the  medical  staff'  of  my  command, 
of  which  Surgeon  Cullen  is  chief,  for  their  humane  and  protracted 
efforts  in  the  care  of  the  wounded.  The  most  untiring  and  unremit- 
ting attention  was  displayed  by  these  officers,  both  after  the  actions  of 
the  27th  and  30th,  aiul  I refer  to  the  report  of  Chief  Surgeon  Cullen 
for  especial  mention  of  the  conduct  of  the  subordinates.* 

For  the  details  of  the  operations  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  division  I 
respectfully  refer  to  his  official  report. 

Early  on  the  following  day  the  troops  of  Major-General  Jackson  were 
reported  approaching  the  late  battle-field,  also  Armistead’s  brigade,  of 
Huger’s  division.  The  entire  force  was  concentrated  around  this  field 
about  10  a.  m.,  and  Jackson’s  command  advanced  by  the  commanding 
general  on  the  route  of  the  enemy’s  retreat.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  was  in  position  and  great  force  near  Malvern  Hill,  al 
Crew’s  farm.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  and  my  own  division,  having  been 
engaged  the  day  before,  were  in  reserve. 

A little  after  3 p.  m.  I understood  that  we  would  not  be  able  to 
attack  the  enemy  that  day,  inasmuch  as  his  position  was  too  strong  to 
admit  of  il. 

About  5 o’clock,  however,  I heard  the  noise  of  battle,  and  soon  re- 
ceived a message  from  Major-General  Magruder  calling  for  re-enforce- 
ments, and  understood  from  his  staff*  officer  that  the  enemy  was  attack- 
ing his  position.  I ordered  the  division  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  to  his 
immediate  support,  and  put  my  own  in  position  to  secure  his  right  flank, 
which  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  at  all  exposed. 

One  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  brigades  became  engaged  about  night; 
no  other  portion  of  the  two  divisions. 

On  Wednesday  those  two  divisions  were  thrown  forward  again  to 
pursue  the  enemy,  but  after  marching  2 miles  through  a very  severe 
rain-storm  they  were  halted  for  the  night  near  I)r.  Poindexter’s  house. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  pursuit  was  resumed,  and  the  command  of 
Major-General  Jackson  moved  forward,  but  by  a diff'erent  road.  Both 
commands  arrived  near  the  new  position  taken  by  the  enemy  before  night. 
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On  Friday  morning  I rode  forward  to  examine  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  fonnd  to  be  strongly  posted  nnder  bis  gnnboats. 
Major-General  Jackson  placed  his  command  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
drove  back  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  made  the  necessary  disposition  of 
his  troops.  Some  complaint  was  made  that  the  troops  were  not  in 
proper  condition  to  attack  the  enemy  nnder  his  gnnboats.  I ordered, 
therefore,  that  no  advance  should  be  made,  and  wrote  to  request  that 
the  commanding  general  would  ride  forward  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones,  in  command  of  his  own  brigade  and  that  of 
General  Toombs,  reported  to  me  just  before  the  arrival  of  the  command- 
ing general.  These  brigades  Avere  put  in  position  on  Jackson’s  left, 
and  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  diAusion  on  his  right,  at  Crenshaw’s  farm. 

After  consultation  further  offensiA^e  operations  Avere  not  deemed  ex- 
pedient. 

Some  days  were  occupied  in  collecting  the  arms  and  other  property 
thrown  away  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  when  our  forces  Avere  with- 
drawn to  their  t>resent  positions  near  Richmond. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 

Gol.  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Jieturn  of  the  IciUed,  wounded,  and  missinq  of  Long  street’’ s division  in  the  actions  of  June  27 

and  30,  1862. 


1 

Killed. 

AVoundod. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

P 

iK 

a 

v 

in 

"a 

W 

Officers. 

P 

<u 

a 

CL> 

in 

"p 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

P 

<D 

a 

<D 

in 

'p 

W 

Kemper’s  brigade 

8 

36 

14 

191 

19 

146 

41 

373 

414 

.TenlfiTis’  livignilfi  - . 

10 

125 

47 

587 

13 

57 

725 

782 

Pickett’s  brigade 

10 

62 

52 

511 

19 

62 

592 

654 

AVilcox’s  brigade 

13 

216 

52 

754 

1 

19 

66 

989 

1,  055 

Pryor’s  brigade 

15 

].54 

35  ' 

645 

11 

50 

810 

800 

Feath  erst  oil’s  brigade 

7 

107 

31 

510 

3 

6 

41 

623 

on 

Total 

63 

700 

231 

3,198 

23 

214 

317 

4,112  ^ 

1 ' 

4,  429 

REG  APITUL  ATIOX. 


Killed 763 

Wounded 3,429 

Miesing 237 

Total 4,429 
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Report  of  Col.  J.  B.  Walton^  Chief  of  A rtillery^  of  guns  talcen,  Ac. 


Captured  by- 


Captnin  Squires. .. 
(’aptaiii  Dealing.. 
Captain  Maurin  . . 
Captain  Stribliug  . 
('aptaiu  Chapman. 
Captain  Rogers  . . . 
(iaptain  Braxton. . 
Captain  Andrews. 
Captain  Bachman. 


Total. 


Turned  in. 


To  whom. 


Left  on  field. 

Orduance  depot. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman. 

General  Pendleton. 

General  Pendleton. 


No  guns  or  caissons  lost  or  captured  by  the  enemy. 


Recapitulation. — Seventeen  guns  taken  by  this  corps ; ten  guns 
turned  in. 

J.  B.  AYALTON, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery^  Right  Wing. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps,  Right  Wing, 

Camp  Longstreetj  July  24,  1802. 


No.  302. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Tj.  Kemper^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Frazier’’ s Farm  {Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale). 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade.  Longstreet’s  Division, 

July  17,  1802. 

Ma.tor  : I have  tlie  lionor  to  submit  tlie  following  reiiort  of  the  re- 
cent operations  of  iny  command : 

This  brigade  left  its  camp  on  tlie  Williamsburg  road  about  dawn  on 
tlie  morning  of  Thursday,  the  20th  ultimo,  numbering  1,433  muskets, 
and  ])rovided  with  three  days^  rations,  which  were  carried  by  the  men 
in  their  haversacks. 

The  division  being  marched  left  in  front  during  the  late  operations 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  the  First  Brigade  brought  up 
tlie  rear  of  its  line,  and  was  not  ordered  into  any  of  the  actions  which 
occurred  prior  to  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo.  It  was  held  in  reserve, 
however,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  battle-fields  of  the  2Gth  and 
27th  ultimo  as  well  as  that  of  the  1st  instant,  in  readiness  to  be  thrown 
into  action  at  a momenUs  notice. 

Upon  the  30th  ultimo  the  division  was  halted  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy  on  the  road  leading  through  FrazieFs  farm,  and  under  the 
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orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson,  commanding  the  division,  I 
formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  and  nearly  perpen- 
dicular to  the  road,  one  regiment  of  the  Second  Brig’ade  being  posted 
in  line  between  my  left  and  the  road.  My  command  constituted  tlie 
extreme  right  of  our  general  line  of  battle  and  was  posted  upon  the 
rear  edge  of  a dense  body  of  timber,  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Eegi- 
ment  (Col.  M.  D.  Corse)  occupying  the  right;  the  Twenty-fourth  Vir- 
ginia Eegiment  (Lieutenant-Colonel  [Peter]  Hairston  commandiug)  the 
left;  the  First  Virginia  (Capt.  G.  F.  Norton  commanding)  the  center; 
the  Eleventh  Virginia  (Capt.  K.  Otey  commanding)  the  right  center, 
and  the  Seventh  Virginia  (Col.  W.  T.  Patton)  the  left  center. 

Soon  after  getting  into  position  I received  orders  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Longstreet  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  guarding  against  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  upon  my  right,  and  I at  once  caused  Colonel  Corse, 
of  the  right  regiment,  to  change  front  to  rear  on  his  left  company,  so 
that  his  regiment  formed  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  line  of  the  brigade 
and  fronted  obliquely  to  the  right.  1 also  caused  two  companies  of  this 
regiment  to  move  forward  from  Corse’s  new  front  as  skirmishers,  un- 
der command  of  Captain  Simpson.  After  advancing  several  hundred 
yards  these  skirmishers  were  halted  upon  the  rear  edge  of  an  open 
field,  a good  view  of  which  was  commanded  from  their  position.  1 
also  posted  Kogers’  battery  of  four  pieces  upon  an  opeu  eminence  near 
the  right  of  my  line  and  in  supporting  distance  of  Corse’s  regiment, 
the  position  being  such  as  to  command  an  extensive  field  upon  my 
right. 

About  5 p.  m.  an  order  being  received  from  Major-General  Longstreet 
to  advance  my  line,  1 immediately  in  person  ordered  Colonel  Corse  to 
change  his  Eont  forward,  so  as  to  bring  the  right  of  his  regiment  ui)  to 
the  brigade  line,  and  sent  my  staff  along  the  line  toward  the  left,  so 
as  to  insure  the  simultaneous  advance  of  the  entire  line.  The  brigade 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  steadily  and  in  good  order,  notwithstanding 
the  unevenness  of  the  ground  (which  in  places  was  almost  precipitous), 
the  entangled  undergrowth  which  filled  the  woods,  and  the  firing  of 
one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  located  directly  in  front,  which  rapidly 
threw  shell  and  round  shot  over  and  almost  in  the  midst  of  my  com- 
mand. 

The  advance  continued  to  be  conducted  in  good  order  until,  very 
soon  coming  upon  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  and  driving  them  in,  the 
men  seemed  to  be  possessed  of  the  idea  that  they  were  upon  the  en- 
emy’s main  line,  and  in  an  instant  the  whole  brigade  charged  forward 
in  double  quick  time  and  with  loud  cheers.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  chivalrously  done  and  nothing  could  have  been  more  unfortu- 
nate, as  the  cheering  of  the  men  only  served  to  direct  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  and  the  movement  in  double-quick  time  through 
dense  woods,  over  rough  ground,  encumbered  with  matted  under- 
growth and  crossed  by  a swamp,  had  the  effect  of  producing  more  or 
less  confusion  and  breaking  the  continuity  of  the  line,  which,  however, 
was  preserved  as  well  as  it  possibly  could  have  been  under  the  circum- 
stances. But  a single  idea  seemed  to  control  the  minds  of  the  men, 
which  was  to  reach  the  enemy’s  line  by  the  directest  route  and  in  the 
shortest  time ; and  no  earthly  power  could  have  availed  to  arrest  or 
restrain  the  impetuosity  with  which  tliey  rushed  toward  the  foe,  for 
my  orders,  i^reviously  given  with  great  care  and  emphasis  to  the  assem- 
bled field  officers  of  the  brigade,  forbade  any  movement  in  double- 
quick  time  over  such  ground  when  the  enemy  were  not  in  view.  The 
obstructions  were  such  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  any  officer  to  see 
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more  tlian  a few  files  of  his  meu  at  one  view,  and  it  was  apparent  that 
any  efiort  to  halt  and  reform  the  entire  brigade  would  be  futile,  and 
would  only  serve  to  produce  increased  confusion.  But  whatever  the 
error  of  the  men  in  advancing  two  rapidly  in  disregard  of  x)revious 
orders  to  the  contrary,  it  was  an  error  upon  the  side  of  bravery. 

After  advancing  in  this  way  probably  1,000  or  1,200  yards,  crossing 
two  bodies  of  woods  and  a small  intermediate  field,  the  lines  suddenly 
emerged  into  another  field,  facing  a battery  of  the  enemy,  consisting 
of  not  less  than  eight  pieces,  distant  but  a few  hundred  yards,  while 
the  enemy’s  infantry  were  found  protected  by  an  imi)erfect  and  hastily 
constructed  breastwork  and  a house  near  by.  At  the  same  time  it  be- 
came apparent  that  another  battery  of  the  enemy  was  posted  a con- 
siderable distance  to  our  left.  These  two  batteries  and  the  enemy’s 
infantry  poured  an  incessant  fire  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  lead  nx)on 
my  line,  and  did  much  execution  ; still  there  was  no  perceptible  fal- 
tering in  the  advance  of  these  brave  men.  who  rushed  across  the  open 
field,  pouring  a well-directed  fire  into  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his 
breastworks  and  the  battery  in  our  front.  The  guns  of  the  battery 
were  abandoned  to  us  for  the  time  being,  and  my  command  was  in  vir- 
tual possession  of  the  chosen  jiosition  of  the  enemy.  A more  imiiet- 
noiis  and  desperate  charge  was  never  made  than  that  of  my  small  com- 
mand against  the  sheltered  and  greatly  sutierior  forces  of  the  enemy. 
The  ground  which  they  gained  from  the  enemy  is  marked  by  the  graves 
of  some  of  my  veterans,  who  were  buried  where  they  fell  j and  those 
graves  marked  with  the  names  of  the  occujiants,  situated  at  and  near 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  show  the  points  at  which  they  dashed  against 
the  strongholds  of  the  retreating  foe. 

It  is  proper  to  be  stated  here  that  the  left  of  my  line  was  entirely 
nnsui)i)orted,  and  greatly  to  my  surprise  and  disajHiointment,  for  1 had 
supposed  that  the  movement  of  my  brigade  was  part  of  a general 
advance  of  our  entire  lines.  Up  to  this  time  no  firing  was  heard  upon 
my  left  except  the  firing  of  the  enemy,  which  was  directed  upon  my 
line  with  telling  effect. 

Afterward,  at  a late  hour,  I found  the  right  regiment  of  the  Second 
Brigade  (on  the  right  of  which  I had  originally  formed)  standing  fast 
at  or  near  the  position  it  occupied  in  the  beginning,  and  near  the  line 
from  which  my  advance  was  begun.  I was  informed  that  this  regi- 
ment had  remained  from  the  first  in  that  position,  having  received  no 
subsequent  orders  to  move  forward.  I trust  that  I shall  not  be  under- 
stood as  alleging  or  intimating  any  delinquency  upon  the  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  I certainly  do  not  undertake  to  say  at  what  time 
that  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Jenkins,  advanced;  but  if  its 
advance  was  simultaneous  with  my  own,  it  must  have  happened  that 
the  lines  of  advance  of  the  two  brigades  were  so  divergent  as  to  leave 
a wide  interval  between  the  right  of  the  one  and  the  left  of  the  other. 
Whatever  were  the  operations  of  the  Second  Brigade,  they  were  doubt- 
less in  keeping  with  its  proud  character  in  the  past  and  that  of  its 
gallant  commander. 

All  that  I undertake  to  state  imsitively  in  this  connection  is  that  the 
right  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  did  not  advance  for  a long  time 
after  my  brigade  had  been  moved  forward,  and  that  at  the  time  when 
my  command  had  obtained  virtual  possession  of  the  enemy’s  position 
no  Confederate  troops  were  any  whero  visible  except  my  own. 

It  now  became  evident  that  the  position  sought  to  be  held  by  my 
command  was  wholly  untenable  by  them  unless  largely  and  immedi- 
ately re-enforced.  The  inferior  numbers  which  had  alarmed  the  enemy 
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and  driven  liim  from  liis  breastworks  and  batteries  soon  became  appar- 
ent to  him,  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to  make  use  of  his  advantage. 
While  greatly  superior  numbers  hung  upon  our  front  considerable 
bodies  of  the  enemy  were  thrown  upon  both  flanks  of  my  command, 
which  was  now  in  imminent  danger  of  being  wholly  cai)tured  or  de- 
stroyed. Already  they  were  cai)turing  officers  and  men  at  diflerent 
points  of  my  line,  i^pon  the  right.  No  re-enfoi’cements 

appeared,  and  the  dire  alternative  of  withdrawing  from  the  ])osition, 
although  of  obvious  and  inevitable  necessity,  was  reluctantly  sub- 
mitted to. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  offered  by  the  wilderness  through  which 
the  brigade  had  advanced  the  task  of  reassembling  and  reforming  the 
J regiments  was  attended  with  much  trouble.  I sent  out  details  as 
5 speedly  as  possible  to  direct  officers  and  men  where  to  reform,  and  as 
f soon  as  this  task  was  accomi)lished — imperfectly,  it  is  true,  but  as  eflect- 
ually  as  was  possible  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day — I rei)aired  to  Gen- 
eral  LongstreePs  headquarters  as  soon  as  I could  find  them,  and  under 
I instructions  there  received — it  now  being  night — I proceeded  to  select 
; I a suitable  jmsition  on  the  road  in  the  rear  at  which  stragglers  could 
I be  arrested  and  such  of  my  men  as  had  not  then  come  in  could  be 
A re-collected. 

I should  have  mentioned  before  that  soon  after  my  command  was 
^ overpowered  and  before  all  of  it  had  fallen  back  General  Branches  bri- 
'jf  gade  was  found  coming  up,  and  General  Branch  was  shown  by  me  into 


the  position  which  my  gallant  men  had  vainly  sought  to  hold  against 
overwhelming  odds,  and  immediately  afterward  the  Third  Brigade  of 


‘ J.  this  division,  Colonel  Huuton  commanding,  took  x)osition  on  Branch’s 
right.  If  it  had  been  possible  for  these  brigades  to  have  advanced 
I simultaneously  with  my  own  the  victory  of  the  day  would  have  been 
; I achieved  on  the  right  of  our  line  with  comxjaratively  little  difficulty 
' ^ - and  at  an  early  hour. 

\ When  my  line  emerged  into  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
•j  batteries  the  Seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by  Col.  W.  T.  Patton, 
t gallantly  assisted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [C.  C.]  Flowerree  and  Major 
^ [A.  A.]  Swindler,  was  in  good  order,  considering  the  difficulties  of  the 

* ground  over  which  it  had  passed,  and  this  regiment  and  the  First  Vir- 
ginia, nobly  sustained  by  such  x)ortious  of  the  other  regiments  as  had 
: : come  up,  made  the  first  daring  charge,  which  drove  the  enemy  from 
■ ' his  ])osition.  Seven  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  were  un- 
avoidably delayed  for  sometime  by  the  almost  iinj)assable  nature  of  the 
( swamj)  at  the  point  at  Avhich  they  crossed. 

Praise  is  due  to  Colonel  Corse,  Seventeenth  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant- 
' Colonel  Hairston,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  Col.  W.  T. 

Patton,  Seventh  Virginia  (who  acted  with  eminent  gallantry),  for  dis- 
' charging  their  duties  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  bravery.  The  same 
* praise  is  accorded  to  Cax)t.  K.  Otey,  commanding  the  Eleventh  Vir- 
ginia, and  Ca])tain  Norton,  commanding  First  Virginia.  Lieut.  Col.  E. 
H.  Marye  and  Capt.  K.  H.  Simpson,  of  the  Seventeenth,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  while  discharging  their  duties  with  conspicuous 
[/  gallantry.  I am  satisfied  all  the  field  officers  did  well.  I especially 
j V.  commend  the  good  conduct  of  Capt.  W.  T.  Fry,  my  assistant  adjutaut- 
-j  j general,  and  Mr.  A.  Camp  Beckham,  who  acted  as  my  volunteer  aide- 
j de  camp. 

Among  those  reported  to  me  as  deserving  especial  notice  for  gal- 
j i lantry  on  the  field  are  Capt.  Joel  Blackard,  Company  D,  and  Lieut. 
T f W.  W.  Gooding,  Company  K,  Seventh  Virginia,  who  were  both  killed. 
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Lieut.  W.  F.  Harrison,  Company  A;  Sergeant-Major  Tansi  11  and  Color- 
Sergeant  Mays,  both  wounded,  and  both  of  whom  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg  and  Seven  Pines;  First 
Sergt.  William  Apperson,  Company  C,  who  was  killed,  and  Ih  ivate 
Ceorge  Watson,  Company  F,  who  has  also  repeatedly  distinguished 
himself  for  bravery,  all  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Kegiment.^  Capt. 
James  Mitchell,  Company  C,  and  Lieut.  Logan  S.  Robins,  Company  B, 
First  Virginia  Regiment,  both  of  whom  were  wounded.  Lieut.  W.  R. 
Abbott,  Company  E,  and  Lieut.  E.  T.  Hix,  Company  K,  Eleventh  Vir- 
ginia, both  of  whom  were  killed.  Lieutenant  Calfee,  Company  G,  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  who  was  killed  within  a few  paces  of  the 
enemy’s  battery,  and  Captains  Bentley  and  isowlin,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. I doubt  not  there  are  many  others  omitted  in  the  reports  who 
equally  distinguished  themselves.  The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  are 
made  up  of  the  very  best  officers  and  men  of  which  my  command  could 
boast.  ^ 

The  following  is  a recapitulation  of  the  losses  of  the  day,  of  which 
few  returns  have  already  been  rendered: 


Command. 

Killed.  1 

1 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

1st  Vh'Hiuia  Regiment: 

Oliicers 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Pi’ivates  

6 

Total 

5 

6 

11 

7th  Virginia  Regiment : 

Ottiof^rs  _ .... 

1 

2 

12 

6 

60 

3 

28 

11 

100 

Privates  

Total 

14 

66 

31 

111 

nth  Virginia  Regiment: 

Oliicers 

2 

7 

2 

39 

4 

96 

Privates  

50 

Total.. 

9 

50 

41 

100 

17th  Virginia  Regiment: 

OlUcers 

3 

14 

2 

21 

13 

60 

18 

95 

Pi'i  vates 

Total - 

17 

23 

73 

113 

24th  Virginia  Regiment: 

Ofiicors  . - - _ . ..  - --  

1 

3 

4 

57 

1 

13 

6 

73 

Privates 

Total 

4 

61  i 

14 

79 

KECAPITULATION. 

Olficers 

8 

36 

14 

191 

19 

146 

41 

313 

Privates 

Total 

44 

205  I 

1 

165 

414 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  L.  KEMPER, 

Briff.  Gen.j  Comdg.  First  Brigade^  Long  sir  eeVs  Division. 


Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Reports  of  Col.  John  B.  Strange.,  Nineteenth  Virginia  In/antrg,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  [Nelson’s  Farm,  or  'Glendale). 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

July  15,  1802. 

Major:  Iu  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  I respectfully  sub- 
mit a report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Cxaiiies^ 
Mill,  Friday,  J une  27.  The  report  should  not  have  been  so  long  delayed 
but  for  the'  fact  that  in  three  instances  regiments  were  left  without  a 
field  officer,  and  several  instances  occurred  where  companies  were  left 
without  a single  officer,  thus  causing  unavoidable  delay  in  the  regi- 
mental reports : 

The  brigade  reached  Gaines^  Mill  about  4 p.  m.  and  was  immediately 
led  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  heavy  firing.  Passing  through  woods 
we  soon  reached  a large,  open,  undulating  fold,  with  heavy  timber  on 
all  sides,  where  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  awaited  a few 
minutes  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  which  was  momentarily  ex})ected, 
as  they  Avere  exactly  in  our  front.  Finding  they  would  not  advance. 
General  Pickett  ordered  the  brigade  to  advance,  which  it  did  in  good 
order  and  at  a doidile-quick  until  it  reached  the  brow  of  a hill  about  75 
yards  in  front  of  the  intrenched  enemy.  Here  the  firing  became  so 
fearful  that  the  men  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  commenced 
returning  the  fire  Avith  spirit.  Seeing  the  inequality  of  the  contest  a 
charge  was  ordered,  Avhich  was  obeyed  with  promptness. 

Here  our  gallant  General  Pickett  fell  badly  Avounded  while  nobly 
urging  on  our  boys.  Colonel  [R.  E.]  Withers  also  Avas  badly  Avounded 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  Colonel  [Eppa]  Hunton  Avas  sick, 
though  he  did  not  leave  the  field  I understood  afterward,  the  command 
of  the  brigade  thus  falling  upon  me  even  before  I Avas  aware  of  it. 

The  enemy  Avere  driven  from  a triple  row  of  defenses — first,  from  a 
deei)  ditch,  second,  from  an  abatis  just  beyond,  and  third  from  their 
last  line  of  defense,  a barricade  upon  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  brigade 
captured  a battery  of  si)lendid  Parrott  guns  and  several  hundred  pris- 
oners. 

The  long  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  will  show  the  determined  man- 
ner with  Avhich  the  brigade  conducted  itself. 

We  Avere  reUeAvnl  about  dark  and  Avent  back  about  three-quarters  of 
a mile,  Avhere  Ave  biA'ouacked. 

The  brigade  entered  the  battle  Avith  1,481  men  and  officers,  and  lost 
in  killed  and  Avounded  42(1,  including  41  officers. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestoAved  upon  the  men  and  officers  for 
their  gallant  conduct  ui)on  this  occasion,  and  it  is  hard  to  discriminate 
Avhere  so  many  deported  themselves  so  Avell,  yet  there  are  a feAv  cases 
Avhich  cannot  pass  Avithout  honorable  mention.  Among  the  most  de- 
serving 1 submit  the  cases  of  those  avIio  acted  pre-eminently  brave: 
Lieutenants  Hutchison  and  J.  Thomas  Green,  Eighth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, and  Lieut.  J.  D.  Mclntire,  of  the  Nineteenth  Virginia,  acted  Avitli 
a coolness  and  braA^ery  ne\xr  surpassed.  Caiitain  Boyd,  Lieutenant 
Sliepherd,  and  Sergeant  Gilmer,  of  the  Nineteenth  Virginia,  also  acted 
Avitli  conspicuous  braA^ery.  Sergeant  Gilmer,  Avhile  urging  liis  men  over 
the  breastworks  and  calbng  upon  tliem  to  follow  their  colonel  and  to 
remember  Butler,  fell  badly  wounded.  Also,  Color-Corporal  Lee,  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  and  Captain  Jeftress,  of  the  Fifty-sixth,  be- 
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liaved  with  marked  bravery.  Privates  Thacker,  Company  G,  and  Henry 
Melton,  Company  h',  Nineteenth  Virginia,  deserve  notice. 

1 omitted  to  state  that  a good  many  of  the  brigade  did  not  hear  the 
order  to  halt  Avhen  given,  and  kept  on  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  foe. 
When  about  600  yards  from  our  advanced  lines  these,  who  were  joined 
by  many  stragglers  from  other  brigades,  were  charged  by  a squadron 
of  United  States  cavalry,  but  our  boys,  though  scattered  in  every 
direction,  waited  until  they  approached  within  75  yards,  when  a volley 
caused  them  to  break  and  flee  in  all  directions,  leaving  many  men  and 
horses  dead  upon  the  field.  They  did  not  attempt  a second  charge. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  STKANGE, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel,  " 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.J 


Casualties  in  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  June  27. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Brigadier-Gpnoral  Pickett 

1 

1 

8th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers: 

Oli'u'.oT’S 

2 

6 

2 

42 

Privates 

Total  

8 

44 

18th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  : 

Oilicera  

1 

13 

10 

89 

Privates 

Total  

14 

99 

5 

19th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  : 

Officers 

8 

72 

1 > 

Privates 

11 

Total 

11 

80 

1 

28th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  : 

Officers 

1 

11 

7 

69 

Privates 

Total 

12 

76 

[56th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  :] 

Officers 

9 

56 

Privates 

7 

Total 

7 

65 

3 

Grand  total 

52 

"~365~ 

9 

Aggregate 

j 426 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

July  15,  1862. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Third  Bri- 
gade in  the  engagement  of  Monday,  June  30  : 

It  was  brought  up,  confronting  the  enemy,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  in 
line  of  battle,  about  4 p.  m.,  under  command  ol  Colonel  Hnnton,  Eighth 
Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers ; was  then  halted  and  ordered  to  lie 
down,  while  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  ascertain  the  exact 
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position  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  Soon  after  Cai)tain  Dearing’s  battery 
came  into  position  directly  in  front  of  us,  and  opened  fire  with  such  de- 
structive effect  that  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  was  soon  forced  to  re- 
tire to  another  position,  leaving,  as  it  afterward  appeared,  a limber  upon 
the  field.  We  were  then  exposed  to  a most  furious  cannonade  for  an  hour 
or  more,  sustaining,  however,  but  little  damage. 

About  5 o’clock  Colonel  Hunton  gave  the  order  to  charge,  to  which 
the  respective  regiments  responded  with  alacrity  ; but  alter  j)roceeding 
across'an  open  field,  exposed  to  grape  and  shell,  we  entered  a skirt  of 
woods,  where  we  were  halted  and  then  ordered  to  march  by  the  right 
flank,  which  was  done  until  the  brigade  had  crossed  to  the  right  of  the 
Darbytown  road,  when  we  changed  direction  to  the  front,  but  over  such 
broken  ground  and  through  an  almost  impassable  marsh,  as  well  as 
encountering  a brigade  in  full  retreat,  which  forced  its  way  through 
our  ranks,  that  the  command  was  thrown  into  confusion.  After  pass- 
ing through  the  marsh  the  line  was  again  formed,  but  before  starting 
forward  a column  of  the  enemy  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  right  flank 
opened  fire  upon  us,  while  the  batteries  threw  a shower  of  grai)e  into 
us  through  the  open  field  in  front,  to  avoid  which  and  gain  cover  we 
marched  by  the  left  flank — by  order  of  Colonel  Strange,  who  at  this 
point  took  command  by  request  of  General  Pickett’s  aide,  as  Colonel 
Hunton  had  become  separated  from  the  command,  not  being  able  to 
keep  up  on  account  of  exhaustion,  proceeding  from  his  enfeebled  con- 
dition— to  a point  of  woods  which  afforded  shelter  to  within  a few  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  I then  ordered  the  brigade  for- 
ward in  line  of  battle  under  cover  of  this  wood,  and  on  emerging  from 
it  discovered  a large  force  approaching  one  of  the  batteries,  which 
seemed  deserted.  Thinking  our  forces  were  in  the  woods  in  front 
engaging  the  enemy,  as  there  was  hot  firing  there,  I assumed  that 
those  in  their  rear  were  friends,  until  convinced  to  the  contrary  by  the 
oi)eu,  honest  display  of  the  old  flag,  whereupon  I ordered  a fire,  and  a 
charge  drove  them  from  the  battery  back  to  their  ffne  in  the  woods 
beyond.  I regret,  though,  that  in  this  fire  we  had  to  kill  nearly  all  the 
fine  horses  attached  to  the  battery. 

Upon  capturing  this  battery.  Adjutant  McCulloch,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  asked  my  permission  to  turn  the  guns 
071  the  retreating  enemy ; but  being  satisfied  that  we  had  friends  in 
front,  and  not  knowing  the  exact  position,  I imohibited  it,  for  fear  of 
doing  more  damage  to  our  own  troops  than  to  the  enemy.  I gave  i)er- 
mission  afterward,  just  before  dark,  to  turn  the  guns  upon  the  foe, 
which  was  done,  and  a continuous  fire  kept  up  until  about  8.30  p.  m., 
when  night  closed  the  conflict. 

Among  those  whose  names  deserve  special  mention  for  courage  and 
daring  I find  commended  by  their  commanders  Adjt.  R.  McCulloch, 
lieutenant  Company  B,  and  Ex-Lieut.  Richard  Ferguson,  volunteer. 
Eighteenth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers ; Private  John  Lightner,  Com- 
pany B ; Privates Bowyer,  N.  W.  Herndon,  and  William  Campbell, 

Company  F,  Nineteenth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers ; Lieut.  J.  W. 
Jones,  Company  B,  and  Private  Rozall  Lockett,  Comi)any  G,  Fifty- 
sixth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

I would  also  bring  to  your  notice  the  name  of  Capt.  Charles  Pickett, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  who  acted  with  the  most  consi^icuous  gal- 
lantry, carrying  a flag  by  my^  side  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  on  foot 
(having  lost  his  horse),  and  urging  forward,  all  the  time  forward,  until 
shot  down  seriously  wounded,  and  then  begging  those  who  went  to  bear 
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liim  off  the  field  to  leave  him  and  go  to  the  front  if  they  could  not  bear 
him  off  conveniently,  but  to  leave  him  his  flag,  which  he  stiff  held,  and 
let  him  die  there  under  its  folds.  Lieutenant  Symonton,  volunteer  aide, 
also  acted  with  a bravery  and  coolness  seldom  equaled.  His  horse  was 
shot  down  early  in  the  action,  but  still  he  exposed  himself  to  every  dan- 
ger, rallying  retreating  troops,  stragglers,  &c.,  and  in  every  way  render- 
ing the  most  efficient  service. 

The  brigade  carried  into  action  723  muskets,  and  of  this  small  num- 
ber the  loss  was  228,  including  4 officers  killed  and  13  wounded,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  accompanying  table,  showing  the  loss  of  each  regiment.* 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  more  definite  instructions  be  given 
to  aides  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  orders,  so  as  to  insure  their  recep- 
tion through  the  proper  authorities.  A failure  to  observe  this  rule  often 
creates  much  confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  STRANGE, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Soreel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  304. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Cadmus  M.  Wilcox,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Gained  Mill  and  Frazier^s  Farm  {Nelson’s 

Farm,  or  Glendale). 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brigade,  Longstreet^s  Division, 

July  13,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo  the  brigade,  in  common  with 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  moved  from  camp  on  the  Charles 
City  road  across  to  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  Here  the  division 
was  halted  and  remained  until  nearly  dark.  While  resting  on  this 
road,  and  between  the  hours  of  2 and  3 p.  m.,  artillery  was  heard  in 
the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  This  fire  continued  with  more  or  less 
vivacity  until  nearly  dark,  during  much  of  which  time  musketry  was 
also  heard. 

Near  dark  the  division  moved  down  the  turnpike,  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  bivouacked  tor  the  night  at  and  near  Mechanicsville,  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  place. 

At  dawn  of  day  the  following  morning  (Friday)  the  enemy  opened 
fire  with  their  artillery  and  continued  for  more  than  an  hour,  throwing 
shot  and  shell  into  our  camp,  without,  however,  causing  serious  incon- 
venience or  inflicting  any  loss. 

At  sunrise  I was  ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  move 
with  my  brigade  across  an  oi)en  field  down  the  Chickahominy  to  the 
support  of  Generals  Pryor  and  Featherston,  distant  about  one-half  or 
three-quarters  of  a mile,  and  engaged  at  the  time  in  a brisk  skirmish 
with  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  the  position  occuiiied  by  the  brigades  of 
Pryor  and  Featherston,  1 found  them  on  the  crest  of  a ridge  in  a pine 
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woods ; iu  front  of  them  a ravine,  through  which  ran  a small  stream  in 
a direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  This 
stream  was  reported  as  impracticable  for  infantry.  The  enemy  were 
seen  in  rifle  x>its  and  behind  trees  on  the  crest  of  hills  that  rose  rather 
abruptly  from  the  far  side  of  this  stream,  and  were  at  the  time  deliver- 
ing a .well-directed  and  brisk  tire  upon  our  troops. 

Halting  my  brigade  in  rear  of  Pryor  and  Featherston,  I directed  a 
company  of  the  Eighth  Alabama  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  into  the 
woods  skirting  the  Chickahominy  to  the  right,  and  the  Tenth  Alabama 
was  moved  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  positions  of  Pryor  and 
Featherston,  and  formed  in  the  woods  on  the  bank  of  the  little  stream 
above  referred  to.  Neither  the  skirmishers  nor  the  Tenth  Alabama  met 
any  of  the  enemy.  A battery  of  artilleiy  was  now  ordered  into  posi- 
tion on  the  ridge,  where  the  two  advanced  brigades  were  then  under 
fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  This  battery  opened  a tire  of  shot 
and  shell  upon  the  enemy.  The  Thomas  Artillery  (Captain  Anderson), 
of  my  brigade,  was  also  placed  in  battery  and  commenced  a tire  of  shot 
and  shell  uiion  the  enemy’s  infantry,  who  were  soon  dispersed.  The 
Thomas  Artillery  fired  of  shot  and  shell  150  rounds,  losing  1 man  killed 
by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  while  gallantly  doing  his  duty — Corporal 
Bartlett,  a brave  soldier. 

At  this  time  orders  were  received  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing for  the  three  brigades  to  advance  down  the  Chickahominy.  The 
stream  in  front  being  impracticable  for  artillery,  it  became  necessary 
to  construct  a bridge.  The  sleepers  of  an  old  bridge  that  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  were  found  near  the  stream  and  plank  from 
abandoned  bivouacs  of  the  enemy  a short  distance  in  rear;  axes, 
spades,  and  nails  were  furnished  by  one  of  the  batteries  and  a detail 
from  the  Eighth  Alabama.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes  the  bridge  was 
rebuilt  and  the  brigades,  together  with  their  batteries,  crossed  the 
stream  safely. 

The  major-general  commanding  now  assumed  direct  control  and 
ordered  the  advance  iu  line  of  battle  down  the  Chickahominy — my 
brigade  on  the  right,  three  regiments  in  line  of  battle,  one  near  the 
Chickahominy,  and  the  fourth  in  rear  of  the  center  of  my  line,  Pryor’s 
brigade  in  line  on  my  left. 

Having  advanced  nearly  I mile  a house  was  passed,  the  occupants 
of  which  reported  that  the  enemj'  had  just  left  it  and  that  they  w^ere 
drawn  up  in  line  in  the  woods  beyond.  My  brigade,  passing  the  house, 
entered  the  woods  and,  descending  for  100  or  200  yards,  crossed  a stream, 
and  then,  ascending  a steep  hill  for  400  or  500  yards,  emerged  upon  an 
open  field,  not  having  met  the  enemy.  Here  we  found  a large  deserted 
camp  of  the  enemy,  in  which  was  found  forage,  bacon,  flour  in  small 
quantities,  and  boxes  of  valuable  medicines  and  surgical  instruments. 

At  this  point  troops  were  seen  oft  to  our  left  flank  and  front,  and 
not  knowing  whether  they  were  friends  or  enemies,  a halt  was  made 
for  a few  minutes.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  was  a part  of  Jack- 
son’s forces,  Ewell’s  division.  The  command  w^as  then  moved  forward, 
my  brigade  still  on  the  right  and  Pryor  to  the  left,  and  inclining  more 
to  our  right  we  again  entered  a wood,  having  traversed  which  we  came 
to  an  open  field.  Here  w^e  were  halted  by  the  major-general  command- 
ing, and  from  this  place  we  could  see  the  Chickahominy  to  our  right 
and  extending  far  to  our  front,  and  upon  the  far  side  troops  that  we 
supposed  to  be  our  friends.  Bemaining  here  for  a few  minutes  we 
were  moved  ofl*  by  the  left  flank  about  1 mile,  and  here  being  joined 
by  Featherston’s  brigade  we  continued  our  advance,  following  a road 
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leading  through  a heavy  pine  forest,  in  which  it  was  again  supposed 
the  enemy  would  be  found. 

Ha\ing  tdeared  this  forest,  we  arrived  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gaines. 
Beyond  this  house  as  we  approached  it  was  an  open  held  of  at  least  a 
mile  in  extent  and  terminating  by  a heavy  forest  and  marshy  ground 
bordering  the  Ohickahominy.  .On  commanding  heights  beyond  the 
Chickahominy  we  saw  what  we  supposed  to  be  both  our  own  and  the 
camp  of  the  enemy.  Slightly  to  the  left  of  Dr.  Gaines’  house  the  field 
was  bounded  by  a small  growth  of  trees  and  the  field  again  extended 
to  the  left,  leaving  a thin  belt  of  timber  to  the  right  and  fringing  the 
banks  of  a small  stream ; the  ground  falling  rapidly  to  this  stream 
after  ascending  gradually  for  100  or  200  yards,  as  it  was  approached 
from  the  Gaines  house,  and  after  crossing  this  little  stream  the  ground 
rose  quite  steep  and  was  covered  with  a belt  of  timber  more  than  100 
yards  deep,  and  in  rear  of  this  then  came  a field  extending  again  as 
far  as  the  Ohickahominy.  In  the  open  field  extending  beyond  the 
house  of  Dr.  Gaines  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  could  be  distinctly  seen, 
some  about  500  yards  and  others  800  or  1,000  yards,  the  near  line  of 
skirmishers  being  in  front  of  the  timber  skirting  the  small  stream 
above  described.  At  Dr.  Gaines’  was  found  a deserted  battery,  which 
commanded  the  open  field  and  the  road  passing  this  house  down  to  and 
across  the  Chickahominy. 

We  had  now  advanced  from  Mechanics ville  about  6 miles.  The 
enemy’s  skirmishers  were  seen  in  our  front  and  we  were  here  halted, 
with  instructions  to  engage  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  but  to  advance  nc 
farther  for  the  present,  and  not  to  enter  into  a general  action.  General 
Pryor  threw  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  firing  for  a short  time 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers  withdrew.  A battery  (Pryor’s)  was  now 
brought  to  the  front,  and  from  a commanding  position  in  front  of  the 
Gaines  house  fired  across  the  open  fields  to  the  forest  beyond  and  bor- 
dering on  the  Ohickahominy.  The  enemy  w^ere  seen  in  this  woods  but 
no  fire  came  from  this  quarter  in  reply  to  our  artillery,  but  a battery 
upon  an  eminence  beyoud  the  Chickahominy  soon  began  to  return  our 
fire.  This  was  a battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns,  and  beyoud  the  range  of 
the  pieces  of  our  battery,  which  was  now  withdrawn. 

The  enemy’s  skirmishers  again  appeared  in  small  numbers  within 
500  or  600  yards  of  us  and  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  small 
stream  above  referred  to.  When  fired  upon  they  would  fall  back  ])e- 
hind  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  w^ould  soon  be  out  of  sight.  The  enemy’s 
battery  of  rifled  guns  on  the  heights  beyond  the  Cbickahominy  con- 
tinued to  fire,  but  without  doing  any  injury,  although  the  shot  and 
shell  would  frequently  fall  and  burst  near  us. 

After  remaining  for  two  and  a half  or  three  hours  near  the  Gaines 
house  the  major-general  commanding  directed  that  the  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers that  continued  to  reappear  on  our  left  should  be  driven  in 
and  followed  to  their  supports,  and  at  the  same  time  that  I should  hold 
my  own,  Pryor’s,  and  Featherston’s  brigades  in  readiness  to  commems' 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  when  firing  should  be  heard  on  our  extrenu' 
left.  One  of  General  Pryor’s  regiments  was  ordered  to  advance  against 
the  skirmishers,  the  remainder  of  this  brigade  being  held  in  reserve  in 
close  supporting  distance.  IMy  own  and  Featherston’s  brigades  were 
brought  up  near  and  in  rear  of  Pryor.  Pryor’s  regiment  advancing 
against  the  skirmishers,  they  soon  fell  back  over  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
pursued  by  this  regiment.  Reaching  the  hill  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
it  here  came  in  full  [view]  of  the  enemy  in  position  and  drew  upon 
itself  a heavy  fire  of  musketry,  thus  revealing  the  fact  that  the  enemy 
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were  there  in  strong  force.  The  regiment  was  soon  withdrawn  to  the 
rear  and  down  a ravine  to  its  support  and  out  of  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry.  The  enemy  did  not  follow. 

1 now  made  my  i^reparations  for  an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  intend- 
ing it  to  be  made  with  the  Utmost  vigor  and  with  all  the  force  at  my 
command.  My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front,  and  two  regiments 
(the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Alabama,  the  latter  on  the  right)  were  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  from  which  Pryor’s  regi- 
ment was  withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers. 
Pryor’s  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment- (Second  Florida), 
formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  mine.  The  two  remaining  regiments  of  my 
brigade  (the  Eighth  and  Ninth  Alabama,  the  former  on  the  right)  were 
formed  in  rear  of  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston 
in  rear,  to  support  both  Pryor’s  and  my  brigade. 

It  is  proper  that  I should  state  that  this  i)lacing  of  troops  in  position 
to  attack  the  enemy  was  made  under  a brisk  enfilading  fire  of  artillery 
from  the  enemy’s  batteries  of  rilled  cannon  from  the  heights  beyond  the 
Chickahominy.  Our  troo])s  behaved  admirably  under  this  fire,  no  con- 
fusion or  disorder  being  i)erceptible  in  their  ranks. 

Every  pret)aration  being  made  for  a vigorous  attack,  firing  was  now 
heard  on  our  left,  which  was  the  signal  for  our  advance,  and  the  order 
was  immediately  given.  Onr  men  moved  forward  in  admirable  order, 
preserving  their  alignments  perfectly.  Ascending  the  crest  of  the 
hill  they  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  were  instantly  met  by  a 
heavy  and  destructive  fire  of  infantry  within  less  than  100  yards.  Our 
men  now  make  a dash  at  the  enemy,  and  the  conflict  begins  with  an 
ardor  and  determination  on  our  part  that  could  not  fail  to  insi)ire  the 
utmost  confidence  in  those  that  witnessed  it. 

Nothing  could  surpass  the  valor  and  impetuosity  of  our  men.  They 
encounter  the  enemy  in  large  force  directly  in  their  front  behind  two 
lines  of  breastworks,  the  second  overlooking  the  first,  and  from  behind 
this,  as  well  as  the  first,  a close  and  terrible  lire  of  musketry  is  poured 
in  u])on  them.  The  bed  of  the  small  stream  at  their  feet  and  between 
them  and  the  enemy  is  used  as  a rifle  pit,  and  from  this  a strong  line 
of  fire  is  also  brought  to  bear  on  us.  Thus  exposed  to  the  three  lines 
of  fire,  they  bravely  confront  it  all  and  press  forward  and  close  in  upon 
the  enemy.  Now  there  is  a slight  halt  and  some  wavering  and  a few 
men  give  way,  but  a second  supporting  line  is  near — the  Eighth  and 
Ninth  Alabama  press  on  in  rear  of  the  Teuth  and  Eleventh  Alabama 
and  Featherston  in  rear  of  Pryor.  The  first  impulse  is  more  than  re- 
doubled. Other  brigades  come  in  on  the  left  of  Pryor  and  in  rear  of 
where  we  are  so  hotly  engaged.  Our  men  still  press  on  with  unabated 
fury.  The  enemy  at  length,  with  but  a few  3^ards  between  themselves 
and  our  men,  are  shaken  and  begin  to  yield.  Our  men,  full  of  confi- 
dence, rush  with  irresistible  force  upon  him,  and  he  is  driven  from  his 
rifle  pit  pell-mell  over  his  first  breastwork  of  logs,  and  here  he  vainly 
attempts  to  reform  and  show  a bold  front,  but,  closely  followed  by  our 
men,  he  yields,  and  is  driven  over  and  beyond  his  second  parapet  of 
logs  into  the  standing  timber  and  finality  into  the  oi^en  field.  Now  for 
the  first  time  cheers  are  heard  from  our  troops  and  the  enemy  is  driven 
from  his  strong  position.  Our  loss  has  been  up  to  this  time  severe,  but 
now  the  enem^^  is  made  to  suffer.  No  longer  screened  by  his  breast- 
works or  standing  timber,  his  slaughter  is  terrible.  Our  men  have  no 
difficulty  in  chasing  him  before  them  in  every  and  all  directions.  The 
precision  of  our  fire  is  now  demonstrated  clearly.  The  numbers  of  the 
enemy’s  dead  in  regular  lines  mark  in  some  places  distinctly  where  the 
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lines  of  battle  of  their  different  regiments  were  formed.  The  enemy, 
yielding  in  all  directions,  loses  his  battery  cf  Xapoleon  guns.  Alaiiy 
prisoners  are  taken.  ^Ye  pursue  them  far  across  the  open  held  to  the 
woods  of  the  swamp  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  the  pursuit  is  only 
arrested  by  night.  The  victory  is  complete,  the  enemy  is  repulsed  and 
pursued  at  every  point,  and  those  that  escape  falling  into  our  bauds  do 
so  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

Before  closing  this  report  I beg  to  say  that  the  magnificent  courage 
of  our  men  as  displayed  in  this  action  is  worthy  of  all  i)raise.  To 
properly  appreciate  the  gallantry  of  those  that  aided  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  this  brilliant  victory  we  have  only  to  examine  the  position 
occupied  by  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  to  recall  the  fact  that  tlie  open 
field  over  which  our  men  advanced  was  swopt  by  a direct  fire  of  artil- 
lery, shot,  shell,  grape,  and  canister  from  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  in- 
fantry and  from  an  enfilade  fire  from  batteries  of  rifled  cannon  from 
beyond  the  Chickahominy.  The  enemy’s  infantry,  as  previously  stated, 
occupied  the  bed  of  a small  stream  as  a rifle  pit,  and  on  the  ascend- 
ing ground  in  rear  of  this  were  two  lines  of  log  breastworks,  behind 
which  were  sheltered  in  comparative  security  lieavy  masses  of  their 
infantry.  Their  lines  of  infantry  fire  could  thus  be  used  against  our 
men  at  the  same  time  and  within  less  than  100  yards.  In  driving  the 
enemy  from  this  strong  position  our  loss  was  heavy,  but  we  should  be 
profoundly  grateful  that  it  was  not  more  so. 

In  closing  this  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  27th  ultimo  it  gives  me  i)leasure  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  major-general  commanding,  that  the  general  good  conduct 
of  both  officers  and  men  renders  it  difficult  to  mention  specially  the 
names  of  those  most  distinguished  without  injustice  to  others  perhaps 
equally  deserving  of  such  notice. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  early  in  the  action  the 
commanders  of  my  two  leading  regiments — the  Tenth  and  the  Eleventh 
Alabama — fell  while  leading  their  regiments,  closely  and  heroically 
confronting  the  enemy  in  his  stronghold,  the  former.  Col.  J.  J.  Wood- 
ward, Tenth  Alabama,  dead  (shot  through  the  head),  the  latter, 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  F.  Hale,  Eleventh  Alabama,  severely,  perhaps  mortally, 
wounded  (left  arm  and  shoulder  broken  and  left  leg  broken). 

These  two  regiments  received  the  first  volleys  of  the  enemy’s  fire 
and  suffered  more  on  this  part  of  the  field  than  the  two  following  regi- 
ments. 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  brigade  has  been  forwarded 
before  this.  Of  the  officers  killed  and  severely  wounded  I may  men- 
tion the  names  of  Capt.  W^.  M.  Lee,  Tenth  Alabama,  mortally  wounded 
(since  dead);  Lieut.  W.  C.  Faith,  Eleventh  Alabama,  killed;  Capt. 
Thomas  Phelan,  Lieuts.  C.  M.  Maynard,  Lane,  and  Aug.  Jansen,  of 
Eighth  Alabama,  killed.  Capt.  E.  Y.  Hill,  Yinth  Alabama,  was  killed 
far  in  advance  on  the  field.  Of  the  dangerously  wounded  are  Captain 
Hannon,  Lieutenants  McHugh  and  McGrath,  of  Eighth  Alabama ; 
Captain  [T.  H.]  Hobbs,  Ninth  Alabama ; Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Shelley, 
adjutant  Tenth  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Way  land,  quartermaster  of 
Ninth  Alabama,  severely  wounded.  The  latter  officer’s  duties  did  not 
require  his  presence  with  his  regiment  in  batile,  but  he  volunteered  for 
it,  and  served  with  his  company  (Captain  Hobbs’)  with  great  coolness 
and  courage.  This  officer  served  in  like  manner  at  the  battle  of  Seven 
Pines. 

The  casualties  among  the  officers  of  the  brigade  number  in  killed,  8; 
wounded,  35;  officers  and  men  killed,  117 ; wounded,  463;  missing,  4; 
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making  an  aggregate  of  584  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  this  loss 
occurring  in  a force  of  about  1,850  men. 

After  the  fall  of  Colonel  Woodward  the  command  of  the  Tenth  Ala- 
bama devolved  upon  Major  [J.  H.]  Caldwell,  and  after  the  Avounding 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.  F.]  Hale  the  command  of  the  Eleventh  Ala- 
bama devolved  on  Captain  [George]  Field.  Major  [J.  H.  J.j  Williams 
was  in  command  of  the  Mnth  Alabama,  and  late  in  the  evening,  before 
the  battle  was  won,  left  the  field  sick.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Y.  L.j 
Eoyston,  commanding  the  Eighth  Alabama,  was  with  his  regiment 
during  the  entire  engagement,  and  commanded  it  with  great  courage 
and  good  judgment,  and  the  losses  sustained  by  this  regiment,  the 
weakest  in  numbers,  is  evidence  of  the  severity  of  the  contest  in  which 
it  was  engaged. 

Among  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  brigade  I may  call  to 
your  favorable  notice  Surgeon  [Robert  T.j  Royston,  Eighth  Alabama, 
acting  as  brigade  surgeon ; Surgeon  [H.  A.]  Minor,  Mnth  Alabama, 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Saunders,  Eleventh  Alabama.  These  officers 
were  prompt  and  efficient  in  providing  for  and  attending  the  wounded, 
and  are  all  men  of  marked  skill  in  their  profession. 

To  my  personal  stafi' — Capt.  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
and  Lieut.  Walter  E.  Winn,  Eleventh  Alabama,  aide-de-camp — my 
thanks  are  especially  due  for  assistance  cheerfully  rendered  at  all  times 
during  the  engagement. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding,  &c. 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Soreel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brigade,  Longstreet’s  Division, 

July  21,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  30th  ultimo  : 

Having  remained  on  the  battle-field  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo  and 
the  following  day  and  night,  on  the  morning  of  June  20  (Sunday)  my 
brigade,  in  common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  recrossing 
the  Chickahominy  near  the  Gaines  house,  marched  across  the  Xine- 
mile  road,  the  York  River  Railroad,  the  Williamsburg  and  Charles  City 
roads,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  Darby  town,  or  Central,  road, 
near  the  tarm  of  Mr.  Atlee,  having  made  some  10  or  12  miles. 

The  march  was  resumed  early  the  next  morning  and  continued  until 
about  2 p.  m.,  it  being  now  evident  that  the  enemy  was  in  front  of  us 
and  not  far  distant.  My  own.  Generals  PryoFs,  and  Featherston’s  bri- 
gades were  ordered  to  take  positions  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the 
road.  Before,  however,  getting  into  i)osition  a second  order  was  given 
to  return  to  the  road,  and  after  advancing  about  1 mile  farther  we 
were  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  with  a field  in 
front  of  us,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  to  the  left  of  General  Pickett’s 
brigade.  We  remained  in  this  position  for  two  or  three  hours.  Skir- 
mishers were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  some  firing  ensued  between 
them  and  those  of  the  opposing  forces. 

It  was  now  near  5 p.  m.,  and  the  enemy’s  artillery  began  to  fire. 
Shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  beyond  us,  some  exploding  near 
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US.  One  of  our  batteries  was  placed  in  position  on  the  road  in  front, 
and,  replying  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  continued  for  nearly  an  hour, 
but  as  a heavy  forest  intervened  little  effect  was  produced  on  either 
side. 

At  length,  near  6 p.  m.  (5.40  o^clock),  I saw  the  brigade  (Pickett’s) 
on  my  right  advance  across  the  open  field  in  front,  and  I was  ordered 
to  form  line  in  the  same  field,  the  line  being  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
upon  which  we  had  been  marching.  The  brigade  was  soon  formed  in 
line  as  directed,  and  I was  then  informed  that  General  Featherston’s 
brigade  had  been  ordered  to  extend  to  the  left,  with  the  view  of  com- 
municating with  General  Huger,  and  that  1 must  also  close  in  to  the 
left ; but  a minute  afterward  I was  ordered  by  General  It.  H.  Ander- 
son to  advance  with  my  brigade  to  the  support  of  other  brigades,  then 
engaging  or  moving  forward  to  engage  the  enemy.  Twice  was  the 
order  given  to  close  to  the  left  and  twice  to  move  forward,  my  brigade 
being  in  the  mean  time  in  line  and  under  a brisk  artillery  fire  of  shot 
and  shell.  Finally  I was  directed  to  obey  General  Anderson’s  order 
and  to  move  to  the  front. 

The  order  was  now  given  to  forward,  and  the  brigade  was  marched 
in  line  across  the  field  to  the  woods.  Finding  this  so  thick  with  under- 
growth that  a forward  movement  in  line  of  battle  was  impracticable, 
the  order  was  given  for  the  regiments  to  move  by  the  right  of  com- 
panies to  the  front.  Marching  in  this  manner  they  made  their  way 
slowly  for  100  or  200  yards  until  the  woods  became  more  open.  At 
this  place  I met  General  Anderson,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  press 
on  directly  to  the  front.  I was  aware  that  the  enemy  was  in  my  front, 
but  as  to  the  distance,  his  strength,  the  position  of  his  batteries  and 
their  supports  I knew  nothing.  I had  no  knowledge  as  to  the  char- 
acter or  topography  of  the  ground  over  which  I had  to  march  iu  the 
execution  of  my  orders.  Marching  directly  to  the  front  as  ordered, 
and  being  guided  alone  by  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  shot  and 
shell  from  which  passed  over  and  often  very  near,  without,  however, 
causing  any  casualties,  I had  not  advanced  more  than  200  yards  when 
I found  that  two  of  my  regiments  were  on  the  right  and  two  on  the 
left  of  the  road  (Long  Bridge  road)  which  ran  in  the  direction  of  my 
line  of  march.  The  woods  on  either  side  were  so  thick  as  to  [)revent 
my  seeing  well  the  extreme  right  and  left  regiments.  The  road,  now 
descending  slightly  for  some  distance,  at  length  crossed  a small  stream, 
in  the  bed  of  which  rails  had  been  thrown  to  fill  it  up,  so  as  to  allow 
wagons  and  artillery  to  pass.  This  stream  on  the  right  of  the  road  was 
boggy,  and  with  a dense  growth  of  trees  in  it,  rendering  it  difficult  for 
the  regiments  on  this  side  to  make  their  way  through  it.  We  were 
now  under  a close  fire  of  artillery,  the  grape  shot  coming  thick  and 
fast  through  the  trees. 

Having  crossed  the  little  stream  above  referred  to  (on  the  left  the 
woods  were  less  dense,  being  small  and  scattered  pine),  and  ascending 
slightly  for  some  distance,  we  came  to  a field  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  the  enemy’s  infantry,  in  the  woods  on  the  left  of  this  field,  opened 
a brisk  and  close  fire  upon  the  left  regiment  of  my  line.  This  regiment 
(the  Eighth  Alabama)  halted  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  this  point.  In 
this  field,  about  300  yards  to  the  front  and  100  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  was  a house,  and  beyond  the  house  about  200  yards  more  was  a 
six-gun  battery  of  the  enemy.  This  battery  had  an  open  field  of  fire, 
the  ground  in  front  being  perfectly  level. 

The  Eighth  Alabama  being  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the  Eleventh 
Alabama,  the  next  regiment  to  it,  continued  to  advance,  and  entering 
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upon  the  open  field,  came  within  full  view  of  the  six-gun  battery  on  this 
side  (the  left)  of  the  road.  This  battery  began  at  once  a rapid  dis- 
charge of  grape  and  canister  upon  this  regiment.  It  did  not  halt  an 
instant,  but  continued  to  advance  steadily  and  rapidly  and  without 
firing  until  it  approached  within  200  yards  of  the  battery,  when  it  gave 
loud  cheers  and  made  a rush  for  the  guns.  Halting  for  an  iustant  in 
front  of  it,  they  fire  upon  the  battery  and  infantry  immediately  in  rear 
if  it  and  then  make  a successful  charge  upon  and  take  the  battery. 
The  enemy’s  infantry  are  in  the  woods  in  heavy  force  beyond  and  200 
yards  distant  and  in  the  woods  skirting  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  bat- 
tery and  not  so  far.,  and  here  in  like  manner  in  strong  force.  The  en- 
emy have  a direct  and  flank  fire  upon  this  regiment,  now  at  the  battery. 

The  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  the  road  continued  steadily  to 
advance  through  the  woods  which  extended  along  theroad-side  to  within 
100  yards  of  a second  six-gun  battery,  this  battery  being  nearly  oppo- 
site to  the  one  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  some  200  yards  distant  from 
it.  Halting  for  a few  minutes  in  the  woods  fronting  this  battery  to 
deliver  their  fire,  these  regiments — the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Alabama — 
charge  ui)on  and  take  this  also,  the  enemy’s  infantry  suiiports  being 
driven  back. 

Both  these  batteries  were  now  in  our  possession,  having  been  carried 
in  the  most  gallant  manner,  the  men  and  officers  behaving  with  the 
most  determined  courage  and  irresistible  impetuosity.  The  taking  of 
the  battery  on  the  right  of  the  road  was  not  attended  by  such  a 
bloody  strife  as  followeil  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  one  on  the  left, 
for  here  the  enemy  had  not  the  heavy  pine  forests  so  close  in  rear  anil 
on  one  flank  in  which  he  could  retire,  reform,  and  then  renew  the  con- 
flict with  increased  numbers.  On  the  contrary,  the  pine  was  in  our 
possession,  and  our  men,  under  cover  of  it,  were  within  100  yards  of 
and  in  front  of  the  battery,  the  field  extending  far  ofl'  to  our  right  and 
the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery  being  more  distant.  Other  brigades, 
too,  were  on  our  right  engaging  the  enemy,  but  none  on  our  left  and 
near  the  batteries.  The  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road  was  the  first 
taken.  The  Eleventh  Alabama  had  experienced  severe  loss  in  crossing 
the  open  field  while  advancing  against  this  battery.  Here  the  enemy, 
at  first  repulsed  and  driven  from  the  battery,  retire  to  the  woods  both  on 
our  left  and  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and  from  there,  under  shelter  of  the 
woods  and  with  superior  numbers,  deliver  a terrible  and  destructive  fire 
upon  this  regiment.  With  its  ranks  sadly  thinned  it  heroically  stands 
its  ground  and  returns  the  enemy’s  fire  with  telling  efl‘e<  t.  The  latter, 
under  cover  of  trees  on  our  left  flank  and  directly  in  our  front,  confi- 
dent and  bold  from  their  superior  strength,  and  seeing  this  regiment 
isolated  and  unsupported,  now  advance  from  their  cover  against  it. 
Our  men  do  not  flee  from  their  prize  so  bravely  and  dearly  won  over- 
whelmed by  superior  numbers,  but,  with  a determination  and  courage 
unsurpassed,  they  stubbornly  hold  their  ground,  men  and  officers  alike 
engaging  in  the  most  desperate  personal  conflicts  with  the  enemy.  The 
sword  and  bayonet  are  freely  used.  Oapt.  W.  0.  Y.  Parker  had  two 
successive  encounters  with  Federal  officers,  both  of  whom  he  felled 
with  his  sword,  and  beset  by  others  of  the  enemy  he  was  severely 
wounded,  having  received  two  bayonet  wounds  in  the  breast  and  one 
in  his  side  and  a musket  wound  breaking  his  left  thigh.  Lieutenant 
Michie  had  a hand-to-hand  collision  with  an  officer,  and  having  just 
dealt  a severe  blow  upon  his  adversary  he  fell,  cut  over  the  head  with 
a sab(*i -bayonet  from  behind,  and  had  afterward  three  bayonet  wounds 
in  the  face  and  two  in  the  breast,  all  severe  wounds,  which  he  survived, 
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however,  for  three  days.  Many  of  the  men  received  and  gave  in  return 
bayonet  wounds. 

Having  assaulted  and  carried  this  battery  and  driven  the  infantry 
into  the  woods  to  the  left  and  beyond  they  hold  it  until  the  enemy 
reform  and  return  in  superior  force,  and  now  they  resist  in  a hand-to- 
hand  conflict  with  the  utmost  pertinacity.  There  are  no  supports  for 
them — no  re-enforcements  come,  and  they  are  at  length  forced  to  yield 
and  retire  to  the  pine  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  rear  some 
150  or  200  yards,  the  enemy  not  pursuing,  having  left  dead  upon  this 
field,  in  the  battery  and  its  vicinity,  in  front  and  rear  beyond  it,  Oapts. 
J.H.  McMath,  S.  E.  Bell,  T.  H.  Halcombe,W.M.  Bratton,  and  Lieut.  A. 
B.  Cohen,  commanding  company ; Lieut.  A.  NT.  Steele  and  Lieutenant 
Michie,  commanding  company,  were  both  mortally  wounded  and  since 
dead 5 Oapts.  J.  0.  0.  Sanders  and  W.  0.  Y.  Parker  severely  wounded, 
and  also  Lieut.  J.  H.  Prince,  commanding  company,  slightly,  and  Lieut. 
E.  H.  Gordon  dangerously;  Forty-nine  privates  killed  and  Lieutenant 
Higginbotham  and  11  privates  taken  prisoners. 

The  Eleventh  Alabama  retired,  as  above  stated,  to  the  right  of  the 
road  into  the  pine  woods,  and  there,  together  with  the  Mnth  and  Tenth 
Alabama,  remained.  From  this  position  the  battery  on  the  right  of 
the  road  was  in  full  view  and  not  more  than  100  yards  distant.  The 
enemy  made  no  effort  to  retake  this  battery,  though  their  infantry  con- 
tinued to  fire  at  long  range  upon  our  men  then  in  the  pine  woods. 

The  Eighth  Alabama,  as  explained  previously,  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy’s  infantry  before  reaching  the  batteries,  and  contending 
against  superior  forces  maintained  its  ground  until  regiments  from  Gen- 
eral Pryor’s  brigade,  and  afterward  Featherston’s,  arrived  on  this  part 
of  the  &ld.  The  severity  of  the  fight  at  this  i>oint  of  the  field  is  evi- 
dent from  the  loss  sustained  by  this  regiment. 

It  was  now  sunset,  and,  other  troops  arriving  upon  the  field,  my 
brigade,  with  ammunition  now  quite  exhausted,  was  withdrawn  for 
some  150  or  200  yards  and  there  remained  until  9 p.  m , when  it  was 
withdrawn  from  the  field,  other  and  fresh  troops  in  sufficient  force  hav- 
ing arrived,  and  the  enemy  having  been  driven  back  from  the  field  far 
to  the  rear. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  assuring  the  major-general  com- 
manding that  on  this  occasion  both  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade 
behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  I beg  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  of  six  guns  each 
were  taken,  and  if  one  of  them  was  retaken,  it  was  only  owing  to  the 
fact  that  overwhelming  numbers  were  brought  to  bear  against  a solitary 
regiment  unsupported,  and  which  entered  this  engagement  with  357 
men,  of  which  number  181  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  was 
the  commander  of  the  regiment  (Captain  Field),  who  received  two 
wounds,  one  through  the  leg  and  the  other  through  the  arm ; and  of 
the  10  officers  commanding  companies  5 were  killed  on  the  field 
near  the  battery,  1 has  since  died  of  his  wounds,  and  2 others  were 
severely  wounded  and  1 slightly,  there  being  but  one  company  com- 
mander that  escaped  unhurt.  Although  this  battery  was  retaken,  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  that  the  enemy  ever  again  used  it  against 
us.  The  other  battery  remained  in  our  possession  and  the  enemy  made 
no  effort  to  retake  it. 

Of  my  four  regimental  commanders  all  were  wounded.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  bring  to  your  particular  notice  the  conduct  of  them  all  as 
deserving  high  praise.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eoyston,  commanding 
Eighth  Alabama,  rexjeived  a severe  wound  from  a fragment  of  a shell. 
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Major  Caldwell,  commaudiug-  the  Tenth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded 
by  a piece  of  shell  striking'  him  over  the  eye.  Captain  [J.  H.]  King, 
commanding  the  Ninth  Alabama,  is  deserving  of  especial  joraise  for 
his  coolness  and  bravery,  and  he  also  received  a severe  wound  in  the 
leg.  Other  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  gave  evidence 
of  marked  courage  in  this  sanguinary  engagement. 

A list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  has  been  forwarded 
before  this.  It  will  suffice  in  this  report  that  I should  state  that 
the  total  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  471,  of  which  IG 
are  missing  and  since  ascertained  to  have  been  taken  prisoners — 
a loss  proportionately  greater  than  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th 
ultimo. 

Of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the  brigade  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  Surgeon  Eoyston,  Eighth  Ala- 
bama; Surgeon  Minor,  Ninth  Alabama;  Surgeon  Taylor,  Tenth  Ala- 
bama, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Saunders,  Eleventh  Alabama.  They  have 
each  given  abundant  evidence  of  their  skill  and  untiring  industry  and 
zeal  in  the  treatment  and  constant  care  they  have  bestowed  uiion  the 
wounded  of  their  respective  regiments. 

The  brigade  quartermaster  and  commissary.  Majors  Pierce  and  Kob- 
ertson,  were  active  and  efficient  in  pro\iding  promiitly  for  the  wants  of 
the  men  in  their  respective  departments. 

To  my  personal  staff — C»pt.  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
and  Lieut.  Walter  E.  Winn,  Eleventh  Alabama,  aide-de-camp — my 
thanks  are  due  for  efficient  service,  cheerfully  and  promptly  rendered 
at  all  times. 

I beg  leave  also  to  call  to  your  favorable  notice  one  of  my  couriers. 
Private  James  C.  Causey,  of  the  Third  Virginia  Cavalry.  He  was  of 
great  service  to  me  in  the  transmission  of  orders  to  various  parts  of 
my  command,  and  often  when  under  the  heaviest  fire;  though  not 
wounded,  his  clothing  bears  evidence  of  tbe  dangers  through  which  he 
has  passed,  being  frequently  perforated  with  Minie  balls. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding ^ &c. 

Maj.  G.  Moxlea'  Soerel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  305. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Roger  ^4.  Pryor.,  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Fifth 
Brigade.,  of  the  battle  of  Gaines’’  Mill,  and  Fraziefs  Farm  {KelsoFs 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 


Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade, 

July  29,  1802. 

Ma.jor:  I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Fifth  Brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  around  Eichmond: 

About  11  o’clock  in  the  night  of  June  2G  I was  directed  by  Major- 
General  Longstreet  to  relieve  the  brigade  (J  Colonel  Colquitt  in  its 
advanced  position  on  the  field  of  the  day’s  fight.  Expecting  the  enemy 
to  renew  the  combat  in  the  morning  I disposed  my  regiments  in  such 
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mauuer  as  to  prevent  a surprise,  to  resist  an  assault,  and  to  re-en force 
Featberston,  whom  a march  by  the  left  flank  had  placed  in  my  front. 
Maiiriifls  battery  I posted  on  an  elevation  in  the  rear,  whence  it  mi<>ht 
tire  without  affecting'  our  men  and  yet  attain  ttie  enemy,  who  occupied 
another  eminence  across  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  Scarcely  had  I com- 
pleted my  arrangements  when,  by  the  light  of  the  earliest  dawn,  the 
enemy  began  the  attack.  Featberston,  being  in  advance,  received  the 
tirst  shock.  As  rapidly  as  possible  I hurried  my  troops  to  his  assist- 
ance. We  assumed  the  aggressive,  and  after  an  obstinate  resistance 
of  two  hours  the  enemy  were  pushed  back  until  our  brigades  were  ])re- 
pared  to  pursue  them  across  Beaver  Dam  Creek;  but  General  W^ilcox 
arrived  meantime  with  his  brigade  and  determined  not  to  take  this 
step  until  a bridge  could  be  constructed  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery. 
While  we  were  engaged  in  that  business  Major-General  Longstreet 
came  up  and  assumed  personal  direction  of  our  movements. 

In  this  affair  at  Ellison’s  Mill  my  command  sustained  a considerable 
loss.  The  battalion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cop])ens  and  the  Third  Beg- 
iment  Virginia  Volunteers  were  especiall.y  distinguished. 

Arriving  at  Hogan’s  house  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  I was  directed  by 
Major-General  Longstreet  to  conduct  my  brigade  as  an  advance  guard. 
I had  not  proceeded  more  than  a mile  when  the  enemy  were  observed 
in  the  woods  on  Dr.  Gaines’  farm.  I detached  a few  companies  to  drive 
in  his  nearest  skirmishers  and  to  dislodge  his  sharpshooters  from  their 
cover.  This  was  effected  without  much  difficulty.  A line  of  skir- 
mishers extending  along  the  entire  front  of  the  woods  in  rear  of  Dr. 
Gaines’  house  discovered  to  me  the  position  in  which  the  enemy  had 
resolved  to  offer  battle. 

Of  this  position  about  11  o’clock  I attem])ted  a reconnaissance.  I 
deployed  my  entire  brigade  under  a galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  bat- 
tery over  the  river  and  advanced  across  the  field  a distance  of  half  a 
mile  to  within  range  of  the  enemy’s  infantry.  I found  him  in  very 
great  force. 

A few  hours  afterward  Captain  Meade,  of  Major-General  Longstreet’s 
staff,  delivered  me  an  order  to  engage  the  enemy.  Immediately  I moved 
from  my  position  at  Gaines’  house  straightforward  to  the  wood  in  which 
the  enemy  was  concealed.  Ascending  the  hill  in  front  of  his  position, 
my  men  were  staggered  by  a terrific  volley  at  the  same  time  that  they 
suffered  severely  from  the  battery  across  the  Chickahominy.  I was 
compelled  to  retire  them  to  the  cover  of  a ravine  in  my  rear.  After  the 
lapse  of  a few  moments  I again  moved  them  forward,  and  again  they 
encountered  a fire  which  it  was  impossible  to  endure.  This  time,  how- 
ever, they  were  not  arrested  before  they  had  rushed  down  to  the  edge 
of  the  wood  where  the  enemy  lay. 

In  these  assaults  I sustained  a very  great  loss — as  much  almost  from 
the  enemy’s  artillery  as  from  his  infantry  fire.  A single  shell  killed 
and  disabled  11  of  my  men. 

Meanwhile  Wilcox  had  come  to  my  assistance.  Then  Featberston 
and  Pickett  appeared.  Forming  line  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hill  which 
screened  us  from  the  enemy  we  moved  forward,  but  for  several  min- 
utes of  painful  suspense  we  were  held  in  check  by  the  deadly  volleys 
poured  upon  us.  At  last,  with  a terrific  yell,  our  brave  men  rushed 
down  the  hill,  leaped  the  ditch,  and  drove  the  eneinj^  from  his  position 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Emerging  from  the  woods,  they  encoun- 
tered an  awful  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  several  batteries  in  the 
field  before  them.  Isrevertheless  they  pressed  on,  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  second  line,  and  captured  his  artillery.  So  the  field  was  won. 
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111  this  brilliant  fight  my  brigade  bore  a not  unworthy  part.  Al- 
though they  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  from  the  earliest  dawn 
and  had  already  suffered  serious  losses,  they  were  not  behind  the  fore- 
most in  the  final  victorious  charge. 

At  Frazier’s  farm  the  position  of  my  brigade  was  iudicated  by  your- 
self. About  4 o’clock  I received  an  order  from  Major-General  Long- 
street  to  go  into  the  fight.  At  once  I moved  in  line  toward  the  field, 
but  the  wood  and  other  obstructions  forced  me  to  form  column  and  to 
send  my  regiments  in  successively.  Arriving  on  the  field,  I discovered 
that  the  brigade  on  my  right  had  been  repulsed  and  that  my  command 
was  exposed  to  a destructive  fire  on  the  flank  as  well  as  in  front. 
Nevertheless  they  stood  their  ground  and  sustained  the  unequal  combat 
until  re-enforced  by  the  brigade  of  General  Gregg.  We  did  not  return 
to  our  original  position  until  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  field  and 
surrendered  his  artillery  into  our  possession. 

In  this  engagement  my  loss  was  uncommonly  heavy  in  officers  as  well 
as  men.  The  Fourteenth  Alabama,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  struggle, 
was  nearly  annihilated.  I crossed  the  Ohickahominy  on  the  26th  with 
1,400  men.  In  the  fights  that  followed  I suffered  a loss  of  849  killed 
and  wounded  and  11  missing. 

In  a report  which  I had  the  honor  to  submit  some  days  ago  I distin- 
guished the  officers  whom  I thought  worthy  of  promotion.  I will  only 
add  now  that  Capt.  V.  Maurin,  of  the  Donaldson ville  Artillery,  attached 
to  my  brigade,  exhibited  himself  a most  courageous  and  capable  officer. 

I am,  major,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOGER  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier- General^  Commayidmg. 

Major  Sorrel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  306. 

Reports  of  Briq.  Gen.  Winfield  8.  Feather ston.,  G.  8.  Army.,  commanding 
8ixtli  Brigade^  of  the  battles  of  Gaines^  3Iill  and  Frazier’’ s Farm  {Nel- 
son’’s Farm.,  or  Glendale). 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  Brigade,  of  Major-General  Long- 
street’s  division,  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Ohickahominy  : 

About  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  June  26  I crossed  the  Ohickahominy 
with  my  brigade  near  Mechanicsville.  We  were  marching  at  the  head 
of  General  Longstreet’s  division,  and  passed  through  the  town  of  Me- 
chanicsville, halting  not  far  on  the  other  side. 

Here  we  remained  until  about  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27tli, 
when  I was  ordered  with  my  brigade  to  relieve  General  Ripley  ami 
his  command  as  soon  as  practicable.  I immediately  marched  to  Gen- 
eral Ripley’s  position,  which  was  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  to  the 
right  of  the  road  we  traveled  to  Mechanicsville,  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance from  the  town  and  near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  some  distance  above 
its  connection  with  the  Cliickahominy.  The  position  of  the  enemy 
and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  unknown  to  me,  for  a knowledge 
of  which  I was  dependent  upon  a short  interview  with  General  Ripley, 
who  liad  occupied  the  position  the  evening  before  and  that  night  until 
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relieved  by  me.  My  brigade  ’'vas  placed  in  the  .position  vacated  by 
General  Eipley’s  command,  wbich  was  a ridge  of  woodland  some  600 
yards  in  length,  with  an  average  breadth  of  some  1,000  yards,  and 
entirely  surrounded  by  an  open  field. 

My  brigade  got  into  position  about  3 o’clock  in  the  morning  in  the 
edge  of  the  woodland  fronting  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  Beaver  Dam  Creek 
was  not  more  than  from  100  to  200  yards  in  front  of  the  portion  of 
my  command  in  line  of  battle,  and  from  my  position  to  the  bank  of 
the  creek  was  a gradual  declivity.  After  crossing  the  creek  imme- 
diately in  my  front  the  ground  rose  by  a gradual  ascent  to  a contin- 
uous ridge,  the  summit  of  which  commanded  the  position  occupied  by 
me  as  well  as  the  open  ground  surrounding  mj^  position.  Upon  this 
summit  the  enemy  had  planted  his  artillery  and  thrown  ui)  breastworks, 
dug  rifle  pits,  &c.,  extending  down  in  the  direction  of  the  creek.  Gen- 
eral Pryor,  with  his  brigade,  Avas  ordered  to  take  position  in  my  rear, 
to  support  me  in  case  of  an  attack.  He  took  position  in  the  field  not 
far  in  my  rear  very  soon  after  I did.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Eipley 
and  Pender  and  Colonel  Colquitt,  which  had  previously  occupied  the 
ground,  were  withdrawn  so  soon  as  my  brigade  and  General  Pryor’s 
got  into  position. 

Between  daylight  and  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  enemy 
opened  a A^ery  brisk  fire  of  musketry  on  my  brigade  from  the  right  to 
the  left.  We  were  anticipating  the  attaek.  Three  companies  of  skir- 
mishers had  been  thrown  out  to  the  front  of  my  lines,  and  the  entire 
brigade  had  been  ordered  to  rest  in  line  with  guns  in  hand.  The  bri- 
gade advanced  in  line  of  battle  a few  steps  only  in  the  direction  of  the 
creek,  and  were  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  w^oods  near  the  open  field 
and  returned  the  enemy’s  fire.  Here  they  remained  in  position  about 
one  hour,  during  which  time  the  firing  was  rapid  on  both  sides  and 
continuous.  The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  greatly  superior  numbers, 
judging  from  the  firing,  and  obstinate  and  determined  to  driA^e  us  back, 
if  possible.  As  soon  as  the  sun  arose  and  I saw  the  nature  of  the 
ground  in  front  and  the  position  of  the  enemy  beyond  the  creek,  I 
directed  Captain  Smith’s  battery  (Third  Eichmond  HoAvitzers),  attachii'd 
to  my  brigade  to  be  placed  in  position  200  yards  from  the  left  wing  of 
my  brigade,  and  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  which  aa^s 
then  playing  on  us  sharply.  This  was  the  most  eleA'ated  and  practi- 
cable position  on  the  field  for  artillery.  I then  ordered  my  men  to 
charge  the  enemy’s  lines.  This  order  was  ])romptl3"  executed  from 
right  to  left,  the  men  moving  forAvard  in  an  unbroken  line  and  with 
great  rapidity,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  until  they  reached  Beaver 
Dam  Creek.  This  creek  could  be  crossed  at  only  a feAV  i)laces,  a fact 
unknown  to  me,  but  known  to  the  enemy.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
cross  the  creek  in  line  on  account  of  its  precipitous  banks,  the  command 
was  ordered  to  halt  at  the  creek,  where  it  was  to  some  extent  protected 
by  the  bank  of  the  creek  and  its  skirting.  The  impossibility  of  pass- 
ing the  creek  in  line  for  the  reason  stated,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity of  reforming  under  the  enemy’s  fire  from  his  breastworks  and  rifle 
pits,  now  in  easy  range,  would  haA^e  involved  a loss  so  heaA^y  that  I 
was  induced  to  halt  the  men  in  this  partially  protected  position.  From 
my  position  on  the  creek  a A^ery  heaA^y  fire  on  both  sides  was  kept  up 
for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a half,  when  the  enemy  retired  from  his 
works  and  retreated  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Gaines’  farm,  or  Cold 
Harbor,  doAvn  the  Chickahominy.  After  my  brigade  had  reached  the 
bank  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek  I directed  General  Pryor  to  bring  his 
brigade  into  action,  who  informed  me  that  his  brigade  had  been  sent 
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forward,  and  that  he  had  sent  to  General  Longstreet  for  re-enforce- 
inents.  On  returning  to  my  lines  I found  one  of  his  regiments  on  the 
hill,  and  directed  [it]  into  line  on  my  right  to  prevent  a flank  movement. 
General  Pryor’s  battery  (the  Donaldsonville  (La.)  Artillery)  was  also 
placed  in  position  near  Smith’s,  of  my  brigade,  when  the  two  jdayed 
very  handsomely  on  the  enemy’s  lines,  keeping  up  a constant  and  well- 
directed  fire.  Both  com])anies  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  cool- 
ness, and  displayed  a skill  in  the  use  of  their  guns  highly  creditable  to 
that  arm  of  the  service.  After  a protracted  and  heavy  firing  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek  some  hour  or  hour  and  a half  the  enemy  abandoned 
their  works  and  retreated,  as  I have  already"  stated.  Here  the  firing  of 
small-arms  ceased. 

About  this  time  General  Wilcox’s  brigade  came  up  as  a re-enfbrce- 
ment.  The  battery  of  Wilcox’s  brigade  (Thomas  Artillery)  was  also 
placed  in  position  and  fired  a few  well-directed  shots  at  the  retreating 
foe. 

General  Wilcox  sent  one  of  his  regiments  down  Beaver  Dam  Greek, 
on  our  right,  to^ find  a iilace  across  which  the  brigades  might  pass. 
Some  distance  below  they  found  an  old  bridge  which  had  been  torn 
up  by  the  enemy,  but  was  rebuilt  in  an  hour  or  two,  and  the  three 
brigades  crossed  Beaver  Dam  Creek  and  continued  the  march  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy  in  the  tollowing  order,  viz,  General  Wilcox  in  front 
(who  after  his  arrival  was  senior  brigadier),  General  Pryor  next,  and 
my  brigade  in  the  rear. 

1 cannot  close  this  report  without  exjiressing  my  admiration  of  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
action.  While  holding  their  position  on  the  hill,  which  was  never  for  a 
moment  yielded,  they  were  subjected  to  a very  heavy  and  galling  fire. 
The  charge  was  made  in  excellent  order  and  a good  line  was  preserved, 
and  continuing  the  fight  from  the  bank  of  the  creek  under  a very  heavy 
fire  of  small-arms,  they  were  equally  cool  and  eager  to  advance  upon 
the  enemy.  Captain  Smith  and  his  company  (Third  Bichmond  How- 
itzers) could  not  have  acted  better. 

I regret  to  say  that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  compara- 
tively heavy,  a"  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  appended.  Maj.  W.  H. 
Lilly,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Twelfth  Mississippi  Regiment,  was 
wounded  while  gallantly  and  coolly  discharging  his  duties  at  the  head 
of  the  regiment,  and,  retiring  from  the  field,  left  the  command  to  the 
senior  captain  (Thomas). 

Major  [John]  Mullins,  commanding  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Regi- 
ment, displayed  coolness,  courage,  and  skill  in  the  command  of  his  regi- 
ment. The  Mississippi  Battalion,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  G. 
.Taylor,  could  not  have  had  a more  gallant  and  skillful  officer  to  direct 
its  movements. 

1 am  also  much  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aides,  Captain  Parker, 
Lieutenant  Sykes,  and  Lieutenant  Redding,  for  their  valuable  services 
on  that  occasion.  They  were  always  ready  to  execute  with  coolness 
and  dispatch  any  orders  delivered  to  them. 

I regret  very  much  that  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  George 
P.  Foote,  who  had  been  by  my  side  all  the  time  on  the  field,  was  killed 
in  this  engagement.  He  fell  while  gallant! 3^  leading  one  of  the  regi- 
ments in  the  charge  far  in  advance  of  the  main  line.  In  his  fall  the 
arm}'  has  lost  a gallant  and  skillful  officer;  society  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  perfect  members,  and  the  Southern  Confederac3^  one  of  its  most 
promising  3mung  man. 

For  a list  of  those  who  particularl5^  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
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fight,  as  well  as  the  casualties,  I refer  you  to  the  lists  furnished  by  reg- 
imental commanders,  herewith  attached.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  FEATHEESTOX, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Sixth  Brigade,  Longstreefs  Division. 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Longstreefs  Division. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  : About  11  o’clock  on  June  27,  after  crossing  Beaver  Dam  Creek, 
my  brigade  moved  forward  with  General  Longstreefs  division  in  the 
direction  of  Gaines’  farm,  or  Cold  Harbor.  The  division  was  halted 
near  Hogan’s  farm.  Soon  after  the  division  was  halted  General  Pryor 
was  ordered  forward  with  his  brigade  to  Gaines’  house  to  drive  back 
some  skirmishers  and  a body  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  be  in  a skirt  of 
wood  near  the  house.  General  Wilcox  and  myself  were  ordered  for- 
ward with  our  brigades  to  support  him,  the  balance  of  the  division  re- 
maining in  a line  at  the  Hogan  farm.  General  Pryor  advanced,  Gen- 
eral Wilcox’s  and  my  brigade  close  in  his  rear.  After  a sharp  skirmish 
the  enemy  was  handsomely  driven  from  the  skirt  of  woods  by  Gen- 
eral Pryor’s  brigade.  The  three  brigades  were  subjected  to  a very 
heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries,  planted  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chickahominy.  They  were  therefore  thrown  back  into  the 
woods  in  rear  of  Gaines’  house,  after  the  skirmishers  had  been  driven 
out  from  the  skirt  of  woods  in  front,  to  await  further  orders. 

Here  they  remained  until  almost  4 o’clock  in  the  evening,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  advance  and  unite  in  a joint  attack  upon  the 
enemy,  who  were  posted  on  our  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  southeast 
from  Gaines’  house.  These  three  brigades — Wilcox’s,  Pryor’s,  and  my 
own — constituted  the  extreme  right  of  our  attacking  column,  and  were 
separated  some  distance  from  the  balance  of  our  attacking  forces.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  was  the  senior  brigadier  present,  and  directed  well  the 
movement.  The  three  brigades  were  thrown  in  line  of  battle  near  a 
ravine,  where  they  were  partially  protected  in  front  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  After  they  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  they  were  ordered  to 
move  rapidly  over  the  field  in  front,  some  600  or  800  yards  in  width, 
to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  w^as  i)osted.  During  this 
advance  they  were  expo^^ed  to  a raking  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery 
in  front,  as  well  as  from  his  long  range  rifles.  The  advance  v/as  rap- 
idly made  with  unbroken  lines,  displaying  an  order  and  discipline  that 
would  have  been  creditable  to  the  oldest  veterans.  A more  dangerous 
charge  could  not  be  made  by  troops  than  the  one  made  by  these  three 
brigades  on  this  occasion.  The  woods  were  reached  with  considerable 
loss  in  our  ranks.  A murderous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  enemy  by 
onr  men  and  they  were  driven  back.  Our  men  encountered,  on  enter- 
ing the  woods,  ditches  and  ravines,  and  in  pursuing  the  enemy  through 
the  woods  had  to  ascend  a steep  hill,  but  their  course  was  onward  and 
steady.  The  enemy,  fighting  with  great  desperation,  were  driven  grad- 
ually back  from  one  position  to  another;  first  from  the  edge  of  the 
wood  back  behind  their  works  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  then  their  works 
were  stormed  and  taken.  Hard  pressed,  they  were  compelled  to  aban- 
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don  their  artillery,  four  pieces  of  which  were  passed  over  by  my  bri- 
gade and  a number  of  i^risoners  taken  by  them,  and  finally  to  tiee  in 
wild  confusion.  Our  troops  held  the  ground  and  occupied  their  en- 
campments that  night. 

The  struggle  was  a desperate  one  from  the  time  our  troops  were  or- 
dered to  advance  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  about  three  hours;  they 
were  opposed  by  superior  numbers,  and  exposed  to  the  heaviest  kind 
of  artillery  and  infantry  fire.  While  these  three  brigades  were  attack- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Gaines’  house  onr  column  was 
moving  simultaneously  on  our  left. 

Our  loss  was  heavy  in  this  engagement,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
enemy  sufiered  much  more  severely,  notwithstanding  he  fought  under 
the  cover  othis  works,  with  every  advantage  in  the  ground,  and  with 
the  additional  advantage  of  a position  for  his  artillery  which  com- 
manded the  entire  field  occupied  by  our  troops.  I directed  Captain 
Smith’s  batterj^  to  be  planted  on  a hill  not  far  from  Gaines’  farm,  the 
most  commanding  position  that  could  be  found  in  the  open  field  in 
which  we  were  marching.  From  this  position  he  fired  several  rounds 
at  the  enemy  immediately  in  front  and  some  distance  to  the  right  in 
the  woods. 

I regretted  to  lose  in  this  engagement  Major  Mullins,  in  command 
of  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment,  who  was  severely,  though  not 
mortally,  wounded. 

A list  of  the  casualties  in  the  different  regiments  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted; also  a list  of  those  who  were  particularly  distinguished  in  the 
action. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  who  were  present — Oa])tain  Parker  and 
Lieutenant  liedding  (Lieutenant  Sykes  having  been  sent  to  Kichmond 
by  me) — I am  indebted  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  with  which  all 
orders  were  executed. 

To  the  commissary  department,  under  charge  of  Major  Partridge, 
and  the  medical  department,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Craft,  and  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  under  charge  of  Major  Barksdale,  we  were 
greatly  indebted  for  the  industry  and  attention  displayed  by  them  in 
supplying  our  wants  in  their  respective  dei^artments. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  FEATHEESTON, 

Brig.  Gen..,  Comdg.  Sixth  Brigade.,  Longstreeds  Division. 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

A.  A.  G.j  Major-General  Longstreefs  Division. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  July  12,  1<SG2. 

Sir  : On  Monday  morning,  June  30,  General  Longstreefs  division 
engaged  the  enemy  to  the  left  of  the  Darbytown  road,  some  lo  miles 
from  this  place  and  not  far  from  the  James  Eiver.  This  was  about  4 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  engagement  soon  became  general  from 
his  right  to  his  left.  My  brigade  was  held  in  reserve  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fight,  but  about  5 o’clock  in  the  evening  was  ordered  to  attack 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreefs  division.  As  I passed 
up  to  the  plaee  designated  I found  the  contest  was  becoming  .very  hot 
on  the  left,  and  1 thought  the  enemy.advancingi  Gn-reaching  General 
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Pryor’s  brigade,  which  was  then  on  the  extreme  left  of  General  Long- 
street’s  division,  I was  requested  by  General  Pryor  to  bring  my  brigade 
to  the  support  of  his.  I immediately  saw  the  necessity  of  doing  so, 
threw  my  men  into  line  of  battle,  and  marched  them  in.  On  looking 
to  our  extreme  left  I saw  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy 
to  flank  us,  probably  with  a very  heavy  force,  and  immediately  sent 
back  one  of  my  aides  (Lieutenant  Sykes)  to  General  Longstreet,  re- 
questing him  to  hurry  up  the  re-enforcements.  General  Longstreet 
had  informed  me  on  our  march  to  the  field  of  action  that  re-enforce- 
ments would  be  sent  forward. 

My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  lines  to  or  near  a fence  at  the 
edge  of  the  field.  Here  they  opened  a steady  fire  on  the  enemy’s  lines, 
and  the  enemy  pouring  a well-directed  fire  into  our  ranks,  and  seemed 
not  to  be  giving  way,  but  inclined  to  advance.  My  first  determination 
after  giving  them  a few  fires  was  to  order  a charge,  but  believing  the 
force  in  front  to  be  vastly  superior  to  ours,  and  seeing  that  a flank 
movement  was  contemplated  by  the  enemy,  I declined  to  do  so,  for  the 
reason  that  it  might  have  resulted  in  having  my  small  command  sur- 
rounded and  cut  oft*  before  the  re-enforcements  sent  for  could  come 
up  to  our  support.  At  this  time  I received  a painful  wound  in  the 
shoulder  and  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  field.  When  I left  the 
field  General  Gregg’s  brigade  had  reached  it  and  was  but  a short  dis- 
tance in  rear  of  mine,  forming  in  line. 

For  what  occurred  subsequently  I refer  you  to  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,  herewith  transmitted.* 

For  the  casualties  t and  list  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  in 
this  engagement  I also  refer  you  to  lists  appended  hereto. 

I regret  to  learn  that  in  this  engagement  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Taylor, 
of  the  Second  Mississippi  Battalion,  fell  mortally  wounded  and  died 
in  a few  hours.  The  loss  of  so  gallant,  skillful,  and  experienced  an 
officer  at  such  a time  cannot  but  be  seriously  felt  to  the  cause.  Eesign- 
ing  his  office  in  the  old  Army  at  an  early  period  in  this  revolution,  and 
quitting  his  native  State  (Kentucky)  and  coming  here  to  unite  his  for- 
tune with  ours,  the  people  of  the  Confederacy  should  cherish  his  memory 
and  mourn  his  loss. 

On  this  occasion  as  on  the  former  I am  greatly  indebted  to  my  staff 
for  their  valuable  services.  Captain  Parker  and  Lieutenant  Bedding 
were  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  in  the  execution  of  orders. 
Maj.  W.  E.  Barksdale  was  also  present  and  rendered  valuable  services, 
assisting  me  to  bring  the  men  into  line  of  battle  and  getting  them  into 
position.  Knowing  the  scarcity  of  field  officers,  I sent  him  to  the  left 
of  the  brigade,  to  remain  there  and  aid  in  controlling  the  movements 
of  that  wing.  He  displayed  great  coolness,  courage,  and  sagacity. 
Captain  Winn,  of  General  Wilcox’s  staff*,  tendered  his  services  to  me 
as  we  were  going  on  the  field  as  a volunteer  aide,  to  whom  I felt  much 
indebted  for  his  assistance  and  gallant  bearing. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  FEATHEESTOK, 

Brig.  Gen.^  Comdg.  Sixth  Brigade.,  Longstreet s Division. 

Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

A.  A.  G.j  Major-General  Longstreet s Division. 


Not  found. 
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No.  307. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger.,  C.  S.  Amiy^  commanding  division^ 

of  operations  June  2^-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  King'^s  School- 

House,  or  Oak  Grove,  action  at  BracketVs,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  of  Division, 
Falling  Creek,  Chesterfield  County,  July  21,  18G2. 

General  : 1 submit  Lerewith  the  reports  of  different  commanders 
in  this  division,  showing  the  part  taken  by  the  troops  under  their  com- 
mand in  the  battles  near  Eichmond  between  June  25  and  July  1 : 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines  my  division  was  ])Osted 
in  the  advance  opposite  that  position  of  the  enemy  from  which  our 
troops  retired  on  the  morning  of  June  2.  Our  line  extended  from  the 
York  Eiver  Eailroad  across  the  Williamsburg  road  to  and  beyond  the 
Charles  City  road.  Major-General  Longstreet,  commanding  right  wing, 
furnished  additional  brigades  to  assist  in  performing  the  arduous  picket 
duty,  and  placed  all  the  troops  of  his  command  at  my  disposal  for 
support  in  case  of  need.  I continually  pushed  the  pickets  up  to  the 
enemy’s  works  and  offered  them  battle  daily,  always  shooting  or  cap- 
turing every  individual  we  could. 

The  enemy  made  no  advance  upon  us,  and  seemed  to  be  occupied  in 
strengthening  and  enlarging  his  fortitications  and  clearing  away  the 
woods  near  them  until  June  18,  when  he  advanced  and  drove  in  some 
of  our  pickets.  The  Fifty-third  Virginia  Eegiment,  on  picket  duty 
that  day,  were  driven  in  on  part  of  the  line.  Colonel  [A.  E.]  Wright 
came  to  their  assistance  with  his  regiment  (the  Third  Georgia)  and 
drove  the  enemy  back. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  day  or  two  we  found  and  buried  29  bodies 
of  the  enemy  who  were  killed  in  this  skirmish  j 11  prisoners  also  being 
captured,  from  which  we  may  suppose  their  loss  was  severe.  The  Fiftj^- 
third  Virginia  had  7 wounded.  The  Third  Georgia  had  5 killed  and  2 
wounded.  I consider  that  the  enemy  were  severely  iiunished  for  their 
attempt. 

On  the  morning  of  June  25  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Eansom 
(six  regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops)  joined  me,  by  your  order,  and 
was  placed  in  rear  of  our  line  as  a support.  The  picket  line,  which 
extended  through  the  woods  close  up  to  the  enemy’s  works,  consisted 
of  the  Fourth  Georgia  Eegiment,  Colonel  [George]  Doles,  on  the  right 
of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  Ninth  Virginia  Eegiment,  Fifth 
Virginia  Battalion,  and  Fifty -third  Virginia  Eegiment,  of  General 
Armistead’s  brigade,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the  railroad. 

At  daylight  the  enemy  made  a severe  attack  on  our  picket  line, 
which  was  re-euforced  by  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright  bringing  up 
their  regiments  from  our  iutreuchments,  and  by  the  regiments  of  Gen- 
eral Eansom’s  brigade,  Avhich  had  just  arrived,  and  were  promptly 
brought  up  by  him  as  supports.  One  of  the  latter  regiments  (the 
Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  [Henry  M.j  Eutledge)  was  pushed 
to  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  where  the  enemy  had  advanced, 
and  drove  them  back  in  gallant  style,  holding  our  original  line  of 
pickets.  General  Armistead’s  troops,  pushing  back  the  enemy,  resumed 
our  line  of  pickerts  from  Colonel  Eutledge’s  left  to  the  railroad.  Gen- 
eral W^right  brought  forward  tbe  First  Louisiana  Eegiment  and  the 
Twenty-second  Georgia  to  the  support  of  the  Fourth  Georgia,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  j in  doing  which  our  loss  was  considerable,  espe- 
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cially  in  the  First  Louisiana  Eegiment,  as  shown  by  the  list  of  casual- 
ties herewith  appended.*  Our  pickets  were  relieved  by  regiments  of 
General  Eansom’s  brigade,  and  most  of  them,  composed ‘of  new  troops, 
behaved  with  great  steadiness  and  coolness  in  this  their  first  conflict 
with  the  enemy. 

Late  in  the  evening  we  pushed  the  enemy  on  our  right  to  recover  the 
ground  lost  in  the  morning.  This  was  accomplished  by  the  Fourth 
Georgia  Eegiment,  supported  by  Colonel  [Eobert  0.]  HilPs  regiment, 
of  Eansom’s  brigade  (Forty-eighth  iTorth  Carolina).  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Mahone  had  sent  Grimes’  battery  to  a position  near  French’s  house, 
and  it  was  well  served  against  the  enemy.  He  also  moved  a portion 
of  his  brigade  so  as  to  protect  the  right  of  General  Wright’s  line. 
The  Forty-ninth  Virginia,  Col.  William  Smith,  supported  by  the  Forty- 
first  Virginia  Eegiment,  were  so  placed  as  to  flank  the  enemy  on  their 
left  as  they  advanced  on  Colonel  Hill.  Their  fire  assisted  greatly  in 
repulsing  the  enemy.  I inclose  the  reports  of  Generals  Mahone  and 
Wright.  General  Armistead’s  whole  force  was  engaged  on  our  left, 
and  by  evening  they  had  fully  recovered  our  original  picket  line.  Gen- 
eral Wright  reports  the  handsome  maimer  in  which  a portion  of  Capt. 
Frank  Huger’s  battery  drove  off  the  pieces  the  enemy  had  advanced 
down  the  Williamsburg  road  and  with  which  he  kept  up  a tire  on  our 
whole  line  until  driven  off  by  our  guns,  which  were  afterward  advanced 
to  the  position  held  by  the  enemy  and  fired  into  his  camps. 

The  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Walker  reported  to  me  on  the  26th 
and  was  held  in  reserve  as  a support,  but  was  next  morning,  by  your 
instructions,  sent  elsewhere.  The  troops  which  were  in  my  rear  all 
moved  off  during  the  night  of  the  25th  or  morning  of  the  26th  to  com- 
mence that  series  of  brilliant  actions  which  began  on  the  enemy’s  right. 
My  division  alone  remained  between  the  enemy  and  Eichmond  on  this 
approach. 

During  June  26,  27,  and  28  we  pushed  forward  our  scouts  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  abatis  around  the  enemy’s  works,  but  found  them  in 
force;  and  similar  reconnaissances  made  by  Generals  Magruder  and 
McLaws,  with  whom  I was  in  communication,  indicated  that  the  force 
in  our  front  was  not  reduced  by  the  operations  taking  place  on  our 
left. 

On  Saturday,  June  28,  the  enemy  kept  quiet  and  we  suspected  they 
were  retiring.  The  pickets  heard  wagons  moving  oft*  during  that 
night.  I ordered  the  pickets  to  advance  and  push  scouts  up  at  day- 
light Sunday  morning  to  give  information.  No  report  coming  from 
them,  after  sunrise  I rode  forward  to  the  advanced  pickets  and  met 
Colonel  Doles,  of  the  Fourth  Georgia,  who  had  just  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  enemy  had  left  and  a white  flag  was  shown  from  the 
works.  With  a company  of  the  Fourth  Georgia  Eegiment  I rode  for- 
ward with  one  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Sloan,  and  entered  the  works. 
A few  men,  who  represented  themselves  left  as  hospital  attendants, 
were  the  only  persons  there.  The  tents  were  left  standing,  cut,  and  I 
was  informed  a surgeon  was  left  with  [the]  sick.  I rode  on  and  found 
him  and  read  his  order,  and  directed  him  to  remain  with  the  sick  and 
he  would  not  be  considered  a prisoner  of  war. 

By  this  time  all  the  regiments  on  picket  duty  had  marched  up  to  the 
works.  I rode  along  the  lines,  announced  to  them  the  enemy  had  left, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  follow  them  down  the  Charles  City  road.  Gen- 
eral Wright  had  joined  me,  and  he  and  the  other  brigadiers  were  or- 
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dered  to  get  ready  to  march  at  once  and  move  over  to  the  Charles  City 
road.  General  Mahone,  who  was  on  that  road,  was  ordered  to  move 
down  it,  General  Armistead  to  follow  him.  Generals  Wright  and  Ean- 
som  to  follow. 

Soon  after  Generals  Wright  and  Eansom  got  their  brigades  in  mo- 
tion a message  was  received  from  General  Magrnder,  at  Fair  Oaks  Sta- 
tion, that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  him  in  force  and  asking  jne  to 
support  him  with  two  brigades.  Eaiisom’s  brigade  was  at  once  recalled 
and  I marched  with  it  back  to  the  Seven  Pines.  Wright’s  brigade  was 
ordered  back. 

The  day  was  intensely  hot  and  this  marching  and  counter  marching 
exhausted  the  men.  I met  General  Magrnder,  who  insisted  the  enemy 
were  advancing  in  great  force,  and  he  desired  my  assistance,  asking  me 
to  form  line  of  battle,  left  on  railroad  and  right  at  Seven  Pines.  I had 
commenced  moving  the  troops  into  position  when  I saw  a line  in  my 
front,  and  inquiring  what  troops  they  were,  was  informed  it  was  Mc- 
Laws’  division. 

At  the  same  moment  I received  a dispatch  from  General  Lee,  whom 
1 left  at  my  late  headquarters,  saying  it  was  very  important  I should 
proceed  at  once  down  the  Charles  City  road,  and,  if  my  assistance  was 
not  necessary  to  General  Magrnder,  to  move  on.  As  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  their  works  and  retired  I could  not  conceive  their  attack 
was  a serious  one,  but  the  demonstration  was  only  to  delay  us,  and  as 
General  McLaws  occupied  the  ground  I might  leave,  and  sent  a mes- 
sage to  General  Magruder  that  under  my  orders  I had  decided  it  was 
not  necessary  for  me  to  stay.  I had  halted  General  Wright  near 
French’s  house,  and  I sent  him  orders  to  resume  his  march  to  the  Charles 
City  road,  and  General  Eansom  was  sent  olf  in  the  same  direction  at 
once. 

In  the  mean  time  Mahone  and  Armistead  had  advanced  down  the 
road.  In  the  evening  Eansom  and  Wright  followed.  I reached  the 
head  of  the  column  late  in  the  afternoon  near  Brightwell’s  (on  map), 
when  our  flankers  on  the  left  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.  We  pushed 
light  troops  into  the  woods  and  examined  the  country.  It  appeared 
the  enemy  had  not  retired  from  the  camps  on  our  left,  and  as  I went 
down  the  road  I was  leaving  Kearny’s  division  behind  me.  I was  in- 
formed there  was  a road,  called  the  Kew  road,  running  along  the  edge 
of  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  Kearny’s  division  was  on  the  other  side  of 
the  swamp.  A boy  who  had  been  over  the  swamp  on  a message  and 
prisoners  captured  gave  me  this  information. 

I ordered  a battery  of  artillery,  supported  by  the  Forty -fourth  Ala- 
bama Eegiment,  to  protect  the  junction  of  the  New  road  with  the  Charles 
City  road,  and  directed  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  proceed  at  daylight 
June  30  down  the  New  road  to  find  the  enemy  and  guard  our  left  flank 
and  the  main  body  to  proceed  down  the  Charles  City  road. 

The  troops  bivouacked  in  their  position  v/hile  it  was  dark  and  re- 
sumed the  march  at  daylight.  Mahone  advanced  cautiously,  captured 
many  prisoners,  and  killed  some  cavalry  scouts,  one  bearing  an  order 
to  Kearny  to  retire  and  keep  a strong  battery  of  artillery  with  his 
rear  guard.  After  j^assing  Fisher’s  house  (map)  we  found  the  road  ob- 
structed 1)3^  trees  felled  all  across  it.  General  Mahone  found  it  best  to 
cut  a road  around  the  obstructions.  For  such  work  we  were  deficient 
in  tools.  The  column  was  delaj-ed  while  the  work  was  going  on,  and 
it  was  evening  before  we  got  through  and  drove  ofl*  the  workmen,  who 
were  still  cutting  down  other  trees.  As  we  advanced  through  the  woods 
and  came  to  an  open  field  on  high  ground  (P.  Williams’  on  map)  a 
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powerful  battery  of  rifled  guns  opened  on  us.  General  Mabone  dis- 
posed his  troops  and  advanced  a battery  of  artillery  (Moorman’s),  and 
a sharp  artillery  fire  was  kept  up  for  some  time.  The  enemy’s  fire  was 
very  severe,  and  we  had  many  men  killed  and  wounded.  List  of  cas- 
ualties sent  herewith.* 

I went  to  the  front  and  examined  the  position.  I withdrew  most  of 
our  guns  and  only  kept  up  a moderate  lire.  On  our  left  the  White 
Oak  SWamp  approached  very  near;,  the  right  appeared  to  be  good 
ground,  and  I determined  to  turn  the  battery  by  moving  a column  of 
infantry  to  my  right.  It  was  now  dark.  I issued  the  following  order 
for  the  morning : Order  for  Armistead’s  and  Wright’s  brigades  to 
move  to  the  right;  Mahone  to  push  pickets  forward  and  move  on  as 
soon  as  the  road  was  clear ; Eansom  to  follow. 

My  headquarters  Monday  night  was  at  Mrs.  Fisher’s.  Wright  re- 
ported the  camps  on  White  Oak  Swamp  abandoned.  He  went  on  to 
White  Oak  Bridge,  where  he  met  General  Jackson,  who  informed  me 
he  was  stopped  at  that  point  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge.  General 
Wright,  having  only  infantry,  crossed  the  swamp  and  joined  me  at 
Mrs.  Fisher’s  Monday  evening,  June  30. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  at  3 a.  m.,  I saw  Armistead  with  his  brigade  ready 
to  move,  but  passing  through  the  woods  the  progress  was  slow ; as 
soon  as  he  cleared  the  road  Wright  followed.  I now  received  notice 
from  General  Longstreet  that  the  Charles  City  road  was  clear,  and  was 
much  disappointed  that  General  Mahone  had  not  discovered  the  retreat 
during  the  night.  He  informed  me  he  saw  the  pickets  this  morning, 
which  was  true,  for,  on  advancing,  the  pickets  gave  themselves  up  as 
l)risoners  and  said  the  army  had  retired  without  ordering  them  in. 

I now  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  I could  with  Ransom’s  and  Mahone’s 
brigades;  we  were  delayed  by  meeting  our  troops  (first  Cobb’s  brigade 
and  afterward  Jackson’s  troops),  and  I had  no  one  to  show  ns  what 
road  to  take.  Major  Taylor,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Lee,  came  up  and 
conducted  us  to  the  front,  where  I reported  to  General  Lee.  I found 
Armistead’s  and  Wright’s  brigades  on  front  line,  exactly  opposite  the 
enemy,  who  were  posted  in  large  force,  with  powerful  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, on  a commanding  plateau  near  Crew’s  house. 

On  riding  to  the  ravine  where  these  brigades  were  posted  the  action 
commenced  between  the  pickets.  I had  previously,  by  direction  of 
General  Lee,  sent  Mahone’s  brigade  to  support  Cobb’s,  and  as  the 
action  progressed,  at  the  request  of  General  Magruder,  I ordered  Ran- 
som’s brigade  to  report  to  him.  All  the  brigades  of  my  division  were 
thus  sent  into  the  battle  and  were  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s 
batteries.  They  were  during  the  action  under  the  immediate  command 
of  General  Magruder. 

As  the  difierent  brigades  of  my  division  were  sent  forward  into  the 
battle  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  I was  directed  to  report  them  to  another 
commander,  though  x^resent  myself,  I was  not  in  command  during  this 
battle.  As  I was  treated  in  the  same  manner  at  Seven  Pines,  I can 
only  hope  this  course  was  accidental  and  required  by  the  necessities  of 
the  service.  I therefore  make  no  report,  and  I have  to  refer  you  to  the 
subordinate  reports,  herewith  transmitted,  and  to  the  reports  of  other 
commanders,  for  details  of  the  action  of  Malvern  Hill.  After  this 
battle,  as  required,  the  division  was  occupied,  under  my  orders,  in  re- 
moving the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead. 

From  my  personal  staff  I received  every  assistance,  and  I beg  to 
name  Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  assistant  adj utant -general ; Capt. 
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Benjamin  Huger,  assistant  adjutant- general ; Lieutenants  Sloan  and 
Preston,  aides-de-camp;  Lieuts.  Willougliby  Anderson  (Engineers)  and 
' Thomas  Pinckney,  volunteer  aides-de-camp,  as  officers  who  rendered 
important  service,  and  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 

To  Surg.  E.  NT.  Wood,  medical  director,  and  Maj.  J.  A.  Johnston, 
quartermaster,  I beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  for  the  prompt 
care  bestowed  on  the  wounded  and  the  transportation  of  them  to  the 
hospitals,  &c. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

; . Major -General^  Commanding  Division. 

\ General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Eallind  Creek,  July  21,  1862. 

General  : In  forwarding  my  reports  of  the  different  engagements  of 
the  division  which  I commanded  I have  to  request  of  you,  as  a reward 
to  the  regiments  who  most  distinguished  themselves,  that  an  order  be 
given  authorizing  the  following  regiments  to  inscribe  on  their  banners 
as  follows : 

1st,  the  Third  Georgia  Volunteers,  ‘‘  South  Mills;”  2d,  the  First  Louis- 
iana Volunteers,  ‘‘  King’s  School-House ; ” 3d,  the  Fourth  Georgia  Volun- 
teers, ‘‘King’s  School-House;”  4th,  the  Twenty-fifth  Korth  Carolina, 
“King’s  School-House;”  5th,  the  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Volunteers, 
“ King’s  School-House.” 

The  whole  division  was  sent  forward  in  the  battle  at  Malvern  Hill  on 
July  1,  but  as  the  brigades  were  sent  to  report  to  other  commanders,  I 
am  unable  to  make  a special  report  of  that  action. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major- General. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding. 


Ko.  308. 

. Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Ransoin^  jr.^  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  Department  of  North  Carolina,  temporarily  attached  to 
Bugeras  division,  of  the  engagement  at  Kingh  School-House,  or  Oah 
Grove,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brioade,  Dept,  of  Korth  Carolina, 

Drewrfs  Bluff,  Va.,  July  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  difierent  regiments  composing  my  brigade  at  the  time  on 
the  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  last  month : 

On  the  24th  ultimo  the  brigade  left  Petersburg  for  Richmond,  with 
orders  to  rei)ort  to  General  Lee.  About  10  o’clock  at  night  I reached 
Richmond  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Korth  Carolina  Volunteers  (Colonel 
Rutledge),  the  Twenty-fourth,  Thirty-fifth,  and  Forty-ninth  having  pre- 
, ceded,  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Forty-eighth  being  left  to  follow, 
t Before  daylight  on  the  25th  all  had  reached  Richmond.  Upon  my 
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arrival  in  Richmond  I received  orders  to  report  to  General  Huger,  to 
he  placed  hy  him  in  reserve  on  the  Williamsburg  road.  At  an  early 
hour  1 started  the  troops,  giving  directions  for  them  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Huger. 

At  9 a.  m.  I reported  at  the  headquarters  of  General  Huger  for  orders, 
and,  after  waiting  for  an  hour  or  more,  ascertained  that  General  Wright 
had  sent  back  and  ordered  forward  two  of  my  regiments  (the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Forty-ninth,  Colonels  Rutledge  and  [S.  D.J  Ramseur).  I at 
once  went  to  the  front  and  passed  the  intrenchments,  when  1 learned 
that  Colonel  Rutledge’s  regiment  was  then  actually  engaging  the  en- 
emy just  to  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  in  front  of  our  works.  From  that  time,  11  a.  m.,  until  sunset  this 
regiment  held  in  check  the  enemy’s  troops,  who  three  times  attempted 
to  force  them,  but  without  eftect. 

About  6 p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  upon  that  regiment  with  grape,  but 
they  held  their  position  without  wavering  until  Captain  Huger,  with  a 
section  of  his  battery,  completely  silenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
During  the  whole  afternoon  the  enemy  was  thiowing  shell  and  at  one 
time  very  rapidly.  Casualties,  2 killed  and  several  wounded.  This 
was  the  first  time  that  this  regiment  (Twenty-fifth)  was  ever  under  fire, 
although  in  service  for  nearly  a year.  The  regiment  behaved  admira- 
bly, and  1 am  proud  to  bear  witness  to  its  unwavering  gallantry. 

The  Forty-ninth  North  Carolina  Yolunteers,  Colonel  Ramseur,  was 
the  next  to  take  position  under  fire  on  June  25.  It  was  placed  in  sup- 
port of  a regiment  of  Colonel  Wright’s  and  several  casualties  occurred. 
In  the  afternoon  it  was  relieved  by  the  Twenty-fourth,  Colonel  [Will- 
iam J.]  Clarke. 

On  several  occasions  from  the  25th  to  the  29th  the  regiment  was 
under  fire  and  acted  handsomely.  It  had  then  been  in  the  service 
only  about  two  months.  I have  before  reported  its  conduct  on  the  1st 
instant. 

The  Twenty-fourth,  Colonel  Clarke,  relieved  Colonel  Ramseur’s  regi- 
ment in  the  afternoon,  and  was  pushed  forward  to  the  advance  pickets, 
where  it  met  a severe  fire,  but  it  repulsed  the  enemy  and  captured  several 
muskets.  During  the  evening  2 were  killed  and  7 wounded.  At  sun- 
set the  regiment  was  relieved. 

On  the  27 th  the  regiment  went  again  on  picket.  During  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  attempted  to  dislodge  it  with  both  artillery  and  infantry, 
but  without  eftect.  At  2 o’clock  at  night  he  made  an  attack,  but  was 
signally  repulsed. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  line  was  advanced,  a few  pris- 
oners captured,  and  the  enemy’s  pickets  driven  to  his  works.  This 
regiment  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  and  its  conduct  deservedly 
received  my  commendation. 

The  Forty-eighth,  Col.  R.  C.  Hill,  early  in  the  day  (June  25)  had  been 
thrown  out  to  support  Colonel  Doles.  During  the  afternoon,  by  some 
misapprehension,  it  had  retired  to  the  works  a few  hundred  ,yards  in 
rear.  As  soon  as  I ascertained  this  fact  the  regiment  was  ordered  out 
to  its  former  position.  This  was  about  G p.  m.  Hardly  had  the  regi- 
ment gotten  to  the  ground  before  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  in 
strong  force.  Colonel  Hill  had  formed  his  regiment  just  in  front  of 
French’s  house,  behind  a low  hill  and  under  the  cover  of  a fence.  Be- 
fore the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment,  which  was  lying  down, 
rose,  charged,  and  drove  him  back  several  hundred  yards,  covering  the 
ground  with  his  dead  and  wounded.  There  were  known  to  have  been 
two  regiments  (the  First  New  York  and  Tenth  Indiana)  opposed  to  them. 
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Colonel  HilPs  loss  was  18  killed  and  from  60  to  80  wounded.  He  has 
made  no  official  report,  as  on  the  day  after  this  he  was  detailed  from 
my  brigade  and  1 have  not  since  been  able  to  communicate  with  him. 
Colonel  Hill  was  conspicuously  gallant.  His  regiment  was  only  two 
months  old,  and  I am  happy  to  have  witnessed  its  courage. 

At  sunset  June  25  Colonel  [M.  W.]  Eansom’s  regiment  (Thirty-fifth 
N^orth  Carolina  A^olunteers)  relieved  the  Twenty-fifth  on  picket.  About 
9.30  p.  m.  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  darkness,  approached  to  within 
less  than  100  yards,  and  opened  with  a heavy  fire  of  musketry  upon 
the  regiment.  The  fire  was  instantly  returned  with  fearful  effect,  as 
tlie  euemy  was  standing  and  our  men  lying  down.  A small  portion  of 
the  regiment  became  disordered,  but  the  colonel  soon  brought  them  into 
liosition,  and  although  twice  afterward  during  the  night  they  were  at- 
tacked, the  regiment  held  its  position  until  morning  without  giving  a 
foot  of  ground,  losing  1 killed  and  5 wounded.  At  the  battle  of  New 
Berne  this  regiment  is  said  to  have  acted  badly.  On  the  night  of  the 
25th  ultimo  and  1st  instant  it  acted  with  wonderful  stanchness  and 
admirable  gallantry.  Any  officer  may  be  proud  to  command  it. 

At  a little  before  dark  June  25  Colonel  [Z.  B.]  Vance,  Twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  Volunteers,  relieved  the  Twenty-fourth  in  front  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  night  it  was  attacked  by  a strong  body  of  the  en- 
emy. Most  of  the  regiment  held  its  ground  and  did  good  service.  A 
])art,  however,  became  detached  and  left  its  position,  which  it  did  not 
retake  until  morning.  The  loss  was  3 killed  and  8 wounded. 

On  June  27  the  regiment  was  again  on  i)icket,  pushed  to  the  front, 
and  took  possession  of  some  unfinished  works  of  the  enemy.  Just  as 
it  was  about  to  be  relieved  it  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  but  returned 
the  fire  so  briskly  and  with  such  effect  as  to  drive  them  back.  The  loss 
to  ns  was  2 wounded. 

In  making  this  report  I am  without  any  official  communication  from 
Colonels  Hill  and  Ramseur.  The  cause  of  the  absence  of  a report  in 
case  of  Colonel  Hill  1 have  explained.  Colonel  Ramseur  was  severely 
wounded  on  the  1st  instant  in  the  engagement,  and  has  not  been  able 
to  communicate  with  me  since.  My  brigade  was  composed  of  new 
troops,  and  those  principally  who  had  never  been  under  fire  of  any 
description. 

During  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  all  of  them  were  sub- 
jected to  quite  a lively  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  during  that 
and  the  conflicts  of  the  days  and  nights  subsequent  it  behaved  in  a 
inanner  highly  creditable  to  well-tried  veterans.  To  all  the  field  officers 
I owe  thanks,  i^articularly  to  Colonels  Clarke,  Rutledge,  Ransom,  and 
Ramseur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Je., 

Brigadier-  General. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

General  Huger^s  Division. 


Headquarters  Second  Briuade,  Holmes’  Division, 

Dreicryh  Bluff,  Va.,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : Having  been  tem])orarily  attached  to  General  Huger’s  com- 
inand  at  the  time,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  on  Malvern  Hill  during  the 
afternoon  and  evening  of  the  2d  [IsV^]  instant: 
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My  brigade  consisted  of  the  following-uained  regiments,  all  from 
Nortli  Carolina:  Twenty -fourth,  Colonel  Clarke;  Twenty-fifth,  Colonel 
Rutledge;  Twenty-sixth,  Colonel  Vance;  Thirty-fifth,  CoTou el  Ransom; 
Forty-eightb,  Colonel  Hill;  Forty-ninth,  Colonel  Ramsenr.  Colonel 
HilFs  regiment  was  absent  on  duty  with  the  brigade  of  General  W alker. 
The  effective  force  present  was  about  3,000. 

Between  2 and  3 p.  m.  the  brigade  left  the  Quaker  road  and  was  put 
in  line  of  battle,  by  General  Hnger’s  order,  about  mile  from  where 
the  action  was  then  going  on.  The  ground  occupied  was  a belt  of 
woods  bordering  a small  stream.  In  this  position  we  remained  exposed 
to  the  bursting  of  an  occasional  shell  until  about  5 p.  m.,  when  a mes- 
senger reached  me  from  General  Magruder,  asking  that  I would  go  to 
his  support.  The  summons  was  not  obeyed,  but  I sent  word  to  General 
Huger  to  get  instructions.  His  reply  sustained  my  action.  In  about 
half  an  hour  another  order  from  General  Magruder  arrived.  General 
Huger  wms  present,  and  under  his  dictation  I informed  General  Ma- 
gruder that  orders  to  me  must  come  through  General  Huger. 

The  engagement  was  now  very  warm  and  extended  along  our  whole 
front.  At  7 p.  m.  I received  word  from  General  Magruder  that  he 
must  have  aid,  if  only  a regiment.  The  message  was  so  i^ressing  that 
I at  once  directed  Colonel  Clarke  to  go  with  his  regiment  and  report 
to  General  Magruder,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant Broadnax,  to  General  Huger  for  orders.  Lieutenant  Broadnax 
brought  me  somewhat  discretionary  orders,  to  go  or  not,  but  not  to  place 
myself  under  General  Magruder. 

The  brigade  was  at  once  put  in  motion  by  the  right  flank,  as  the 
line  we  had  been  occupying  was  at  right  angles  to  that  upon  which 
the  battle  was  raging.  Colonel  darkens  regiment  had  already  gone; 
Colonel  Rutledge  next  followed,  then  Colonel  Ransom.  Colonel  Ram- 
seur  and  Colonel  Vance  all  moved  to  the  scene  of  conflict  at  thedouble- 
(piick.  As  each  of  the  three  first-named  regiments  reached  the  field 
they  Avere  at  once  thrown  into  action  by  General  Magruder’s  orders. 
As  the  last  two  arrived  they  were  halted  by  me  to  regain  their  breath, 
and  then  pushed  forward  under  as  fearful  fire  as  the  mind  can  conceive. 

In  the  charge  made  by  Colonel  Ransom’s  regiment  he  was  twice 
wounded  and  had  to  be  taken  from  the  field.  The  lieutenant-colonel. 
Petway,  then  took  command,  and  in  a few  moments  he  fell  mortally 
wounded.  Colonel  Rutledge’s  regiment  went  gallantly  forward,  and 
the  colonel  was  seriously  stunned  by  the  explosion  of  a shell  and  the 
major  severely  wounded.  The  fire  was  so  fierce  that  the  three  regi- 
ments were  compelled  to  fall  back  under  the  crest  of  some  intervening 
hills.  At  this  juncture  I arrived  with  Ramseur’s  and  Vance’s  regi- 
ments, and  ordering  the  whole  to  the  right,  so  as  to  be  able  to  form 
under  cover,  brought  the  brigade  in  line  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries.  This  was  upon  our  extreme  right.  The  hills  afforded  cai)ital 
cover.  I had  no  difficulty  in  forming  the  line  as  I desired. 

In  going  to  this  position  I passed  over  a brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Anderson,  from  Georgia,  and  requested  him  to  sui^port  me  in 
the  charge  which  I was  about  to  make.  This,  to  my  sad  disappoint- 
ment, he  declined  to  do. 

It  was  now  twilight.  The  line  was  put  in  motion  and  moved  steadily 
forward  to  Avithin  less  than  100  yards  of  the  batteries.  The  enemy 
seemed  to  be  unaware  of  our  moA^ement.  Masses  of  his  troops  seemed 
to  be  moving  from  his  left  toward  his  right.  Just  at  this  instant  the 
brigade  raised  a tremendous  shout,  and  the  enemy  at  once  Avheeled  into 
line  and  opened  upon  us  a perfect  sheet  of  fire  from  musketry  and  the 
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batteries.  We  steadily  advanced  to  within  20  yards  of  the  guns.  The 
enemy  had  concentrated  his  force  to  meet  us.  Our  onward  movement 
was  checked,  the  line  wavered,  and  fell  hack  before  a fire  the  intensity 
of  which  is  beyond  description.  It  was  a bitter  disappointment  to  be 
compelled  to  yield  when  their  guns  seemed  almost  in  our  hands.  It  was 
now  dark,  and  I conceived  it  best  to  withdraw  the  brigade,  which  was 
quickly  done  to  near  the  point  from  which  we  had  started  at  about  7 
o’clock. 

Although  we  did  not  succeed  in  taking  the  enemy’s  guns,  I am  proud 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  resolute  and  gallant  charge  of  the  brigade. 
Officers  and  men  behaved  in  every  way  as  becomes  the  soldier  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

While  I cannot  but  be  happy  in  commending  those  who  survive,  we 
must  not  pass  unnoticed  the  gallant  dead,  and  most  conspicuous  among 
them  the  noble  young  Lieutenant-Colonel  Petway,  who  fell  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment. 

1 should  do  injustice  if  I failed  to  mention  the  conspicuous  conduct 
of  Colonels  Kutledge,  Eansom,  and  Kamseur,  the  two  latter  being  se- 
verely wounded.  Major  [John  W.]  Francis,  too,  of  the  Twenty-fifth, 
deserves  the  highest  approbation. 

To  my  staff,  Lieut.  J.  G.  Ashe,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general ; 
Lieut.  W.  E.  Broadnax,  aide-de-camp,  and  Capt.  Fred.  Blake,  volun- 
teer aide-de-camp,  I am  indebted  for  v-aluable  assistance  on  the  field. 
To  Lieut.  J.  L.  Henry,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  ordnance  officer, 
I must  express  my  thanks  for  his  energy  and  zeal  in  collecting  arms 
and  accouterments  under  fire. 

A list  of  casualties  is  hereto  appended : Sixty-nine  killed,  354  wounded, 
76  missing;  total,  499. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  EANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.j  General  Unger's  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Dept.  North  Carolina, 

Drewry’s  Bluffs  July  26,  1862-. 


General  J.  B.  Magruder: 


Dear  Sir-:  Your  note  of  a few  days  ago  has  just  reached  me.  In 
reply  I have  to  say  that  my  brigade  remained  ui)on  the  field  until  after 
10  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant,  when  I withdrew  the 
greater  part ; some  of  it,  however,  did  stay  on  the  field  until  morning, 
but  by  accident. 

The  action  taken  by  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  and  the  last  attempt 
upon  the  batteries  by  it  was  made  just  before  dark,  and  receiving 
orders  from  no  one,  I withdrew  the  brigade  to  a point  where  it  could 
be  used  in  any  direction.  Our  attempt  to  take  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  opposite  to  our  right  was  the  last  effort  made  in  that  part  of  the 
field.  The  loss  sustained  in  our  force  was  499.  Three  colonels  wounded, 
1 lieutenant-colonel  killed,  and  several  other  field  officers  and  many  com- 
pany officers  killed  and  wounded.  Most  of  my  troops  were  green,  two 
of  the  regiments  being  not  more  than  two  months  old. 

The  behavior  of  all  was  highly  creditable.  I believe  we  failed  to  take 
the  batteries  from  two  causes — want  of  support  and  darkness. 

Very  respectfully. 


E.  EANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General, 
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Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  Graham^  Company  (7,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops, 
commanding  Bremh  Battery,  of  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff, 

Camp  Drewry,  Va.,  July  25,  1862. 

Yesterday  I was  informed  by  my  brigade  commander,  General  E. 
Eansom,  jr.,  that  the  impression  prevailed  with  General  Lee  that  the 
guns  lost  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill  on  June  30  belonged  to  a 
North  Carolina  batterj^  This  battery,  under  command  of  Capt.  T.  H. 
Brem,  was  the  only  one  from  North  Carolina  in  the  battle,  and  lost  no 
guns  at  all.  Since  that  time.  Captain  Brem  having  resigned,  I have 
been  promoted  to  the  captaincy,  and  I presume  the  mistake  has  arisen  in 
consequence  of  the  identity  of  the  two  names,  that  of  Captain  Graham, 
from  Petersburg,  Va.,  who  lost  two  guns,  and  my  own.  His  case  is 
now  undergoing  an  examination  before  a court-martial  in  Petersburg. 

At  the  time  of  the  engagement  we  were  in  General  Holmes’  division, 
and  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Colonel  Deshler,  his  chief  of 
artillery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  GEAHAM, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Company  C,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Colonel  Chilton. 


No.  310. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Mahone,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  June  1-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at  Oah 
Grove,  shirmish  at  Jordon’’ s Ford,  action  at  Bracketfs,  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Ya.  Yols.,  Huger’s  Div., 

July  10,  1862. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  n^ajor-general  com- 
manding the  following  report  is  submitted  of  the  services  performed  by 
this  brigade  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  Sunday,  June  1, 
to  that  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  July  1,  inclusive: 

Having  returned  from  the  battle-field  of  Seven  Pines  Monday,  June 
2,  it  was  assigned  to  i)osition  on  our  front  line,  upon  the  Charles  City 
road,  at  Parada’s  house,  connecting  on  the  left  with  Brigadier-General 
Wright’s  brigade,  stationed  in  like  manner  on  the  Williamsburg  road. 
Being  wholly  unsupported  on  the  right  toward  the  I)arb;y  town  road, 
the  protection  of  a long  line  was  committed  to  its  charge,  which,  in  its 
diminished  condition,  numbering  only  about  1,800  men  and  ofiicers,  im- 
posed constant  and  vigilant  exertions.  For  four  weeks  the  laborious 
duties  incident  to  this  outpost  position  were  cheerfully  and  faithfully 
performed  by  the  troops,  though  often  Avith  severe  trials  to  their  health, 
owing  no  less  to  the  season  of  the  year  than  to  the  locality  which  they 
occupied. 

During  this  period  several  skirmishes  between  scouting  parties  in 
advance  of  the  lines  occurred,  but  no  engagement  of  any  consequence 
except  that  at  French’s  field,  on  Wednesday,  June  25,  upon  which  a 
separate  report  is  submitted. 
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In  these  skirmishes  2 men  were  killed  and  2 wounded  on  our  side. 
The  enemy’s  loss  is  not  known  with  certainty  beyond  4 killed. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  orders  were  received  to  proceed  down  the 
Charles  City  road  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  other  forces  of 
our  army  now  pursuing  the  retreating  enemy  along  the  line  of  the 
Chickahominy,  but  mainly  in  reference  to  the  forces  which  had  been 
stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  immediately 
confronting  our  position  on  the  Charles  City  and  Williamsburg  roads. 

This  brigade,  which  was  followed  by  those  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Armistead  and  Eansom,  pursued  their  march  without  the  occurrence 
of  any  incident  worthy  to  be  noted  until  they  arrived  at  the  place 
known  as  BrightwelPs  house,  where  a small  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  met. 

At  this  point  a cross-road  leading  from  the  Darbytown  road  was 
known  to  pass  down  to  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  crossing  the  swamp  at 
a passable  ford  in  rear  of  Chapman’s,  leading  thence  into  the  main 
White  Oak  Swamp  road,  which  had  been  heretofore  held  by  the  enemy 
and  upon  which  his  camps  and  fortifications  had  been  established.  It 
was  anticipated  that  by  this  White  Oak  Swamp  road  Kearny’s  divis- 
ion, which  had  been  more  immediately  confronting  our  lines,  would 
attempt  its  retreat,  crossing  the  swamp  either  at  this  point  or  at  Fisher’s 
Crossing,  where  another  division  of  the  enemy  was  known  to  have  been 
fortified,  or  at  White  Oak  Bridge,  where  he  was  also  known  to  have 
been  in  large  force  formidably  fortified. 

Upon  meeting  this  cavalry  scout  it  was  deemed  essential  to  our  safety, 
before  leaving  this  pass  to  the  Charles  City  and  Darbytown  roads  in 
our  rear,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  had  left  his  camp  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  swamp  at  Chapman’s.  With  this  view  a reconnoitering 
party  was  immediately  dispatched,  which  soon  returned,  and  reported 
the  enemy’s  column  then  in  the  act  of  crossing  the  swamp  aboat  half 
a mile  distant  from  our  troops.  The  brigade  was  promptly  placed  in 
position  to  meet  the  approach  of  this  force,  whose  advance  guard  and 
our  skirmishers  in  a few  minutes  afterward  came  into  collision.  This 
guard  was  dispersed,  and  two  regiments  of  fhe  brigade  pushed  forward 
upon  the  crossing  at  the  swamp.  Meantime  a cavalry  scout  of  the 
enemy  again  made  its  appearance,  advancing  up  the  road,  and  were 
routed  with  a loss  of  3 men  and  3 horses  killed. 

It  was  now  night,  and  our  forces,  holding  this  position,  slept  upon 
their  arms.  At  this  x>oint  we  captured  15  prisoners.  , 

Early  the  next  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  Kearny’s  division, 
upon  coming  up  with  our  skirmishers,  had  recrossed  the  swamp.  Sat- 
isfied that  the  enemy  had  changed  his  route  of  retreat  across  the  swamp, 
the  next  point  which  seemed  to  require  the  like  precautions  as  at 
Brightw ell’s  Was  Fisher’s,  near  by,  where  there  was  a still  better  cross- 
ing of  the  swamp,  and  which  was  known  to  lead  directly  to  a large 
camp  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was  now  advanced  to  a position 
covering  the  crossing  at  Fisher’s,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  a con- 
siderable body  of  the  enemy  had  j^assed  from  across  the  swamp  into 
the  Charles  City  road  the  evening  before.  Again  moving  forward  we 
at  once  came  ujjon  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  found  the  road 
for  more  than  a mile  blockaded.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  along  this 
section  of  the  road,  the  enemy  readily  yielding  to  our  advance  until  we 
came  to  Brackett’s  field,  where  he  was  found  in  force,  fortified  by  the 
advantages  of  a superior  position,  whicii  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
reconnoiter  before  pushing  farther,  and  the  propriety  of  this  precaution, 
it  may  be  well  to  remark,  was  fully  sustained  by  subsequent  actual 
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examination  of  the  ground  he  occupied.  Meantime  two  pieces  of  Moor- 
man’s battery  were  put  in  position  and  opened  fire  upon  his  lines, 
Avhich  was  returned  with  great  energy  and  effect.  This  continued  until 
late  at  night. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  in  this  engagement  was  serious,  considering 
that  it  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  artillery,  the  conduct  of  whose 
officers  and  men  deserve  high  commendation,  and  especially  that  of 
Captain  Moorman,  who  directed  the  operation  of  his  pieces  under  a 
galling  fire  with  great  vigor  and  self-possessed  deliberation.  He  lost 
in  killed  1 man;  in  wounded  1 lieutenant,  2 non-commissioned  officers, 
and  1 private. 

The  Forty-first  Virginia,  which  suffered  more  severely  than  any  other 
regiment,  owing  to  its  position  as  a supporting  force  to  our  battery,  and 
where  it  behaved  well  under  the  authority  of  the  gallant  Parham,  lost 
in  killed  1 officer  and  17  privates  and  in  wounded  18  privates. 

The  Forty-ninth  Virginia,  occupying  like  relations  to  the  battery, 
with  the  same  commendable  firmness,  stimulated  by  the  characteristic 
coolness  of  its  fearless  commander,  Col.  William  Smith,  also  suffered 
heavily  under  this  fire,  losing  in  killed  2 men  and  28  wounded. 

The  Sixth  Virginia,  which  firmly  maintained  its  place  on  the  right  of 
our  front,  lost  in  killed  1 commissioned  officer  and  2 j)rivates  and  in 
wounded  2 privates. 

When  it  is  considered  that  these  regiments  suffered  this  entire  loss 
from  a terrific  cannonading  of  short  duration,  which  it  was  impossible 
for  them  in  any  manner  to  return,  their  intrepidity  cannot  be  too  much 
admired. 

The  next  morning,  Tuesday,  July  1,  we  took  up  our  march  along  the 
Charles  City  road  and  thence  into  the  Quaker  road,  under  the  more 
immediate  directions  of  the  major-general  commanding,  until  reaching 
the  scene  of  the  engagement  of  that  day,  when,  by  his  order,  the  bri- 
gade was  reported  to  Major-General  Magruder,  by  whom  it  was  at  once 
put  into  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  in  connection  with  which  its  con- 
duct and  casualties  are  made  the  subject  of  a separate  report. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Adjutant- General^  Huger'' s Division. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Va.  Vols.,  Huger’s  Hiv., 

• In  Field j July  10,  1862. 

Colonel  : The  importance  given  by  Major-General  McClellan,  IT.  S. 
Army,  to  the  engagement  which  took  place  in  French’s  field  Wednes- 
day, June  25,  between  a portion  of  his  forces  and  those  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Huger’s  command,  in  front  of  our  lines  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
makes  it  but  just  to  the  troops  of  this  brigade  that  the  part  performed 
by  them  in  that  action  should  be  recorded.  It  is  apparent,  from  the 
dispatches  of  the  Federal  commander  to  his  Governinent,  that  he  was 
present  in  person  directing  the  attack,  and  that  he  looked  to  it  as  the 
beginning  of  a general  demonstration  upon  our  lines.  The  series  of 
victories  achieved  by  our  army  immediately  subsequent  may  give  to 
this  day’s  proceedings  still  more  consequence. 

This  brigade,  it  will  be  remembered,  occui)ied  that  portion  of  our 
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front  lines  which  covered  the  Charles  City  road,  its  passes,  and  ap- 
proaches, while  that  of  Brigadier-General  Wright  held  a like  position 
on  the  Williamsburg  road  immediately  on  my  left. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  June  25  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  pressing  with  energy  uijon  General  Wright’s  front.  Assistance 
from  this  brigade  was  immediately  tendered,  but  in  a short  time  Gen- 
eral Wright,  sustained  by  a portion  of  Brigadier-General  Hansom’s  bri- 
gade, succeeded  in  driving  him  back  over  the  ground  he  had  so  boldly 
l)resumed  to  occupy  and  the  firiug  had  now  ceased.  With  the  view, 
however,  of  providing  against  a renewal  of  the  attack  by  the  enemy 
with  an  increased  force,  and  any  attempt  which  might  be  made  to  flank 
General  Wright’s  position  on  the  right  of  his  line,  where,  it  appeared, 
he  was  not  sufflciently  protected,  a large  portion  of  this  brigade,  with 
two  pieces  of  Grimes’  artillery,  were  brought  up  and  placed  in  iiosition, 
the  former  under  cover  of  woods  and  the  latter  masked. 

Soon  after  skirmishing  with  some  severity  was  renewed  on  General 
Wright’s  front,  and  in  the  afternoon  a vigorous  attempt  was  made  to 
turn  his  flank  where  I had  anticipated  such  eflbrt  would  be  made.  For 
this,  however,  we  were  prepared,  and  a few  well-directed  shots  from 
Grimes’  ifleces  drove  the  enemy  with  loss  and  confusion  from  his  posi- 
tion, but  in  a few  minutes  he  returned  to  the  conflict  under  cover  of  a 
piece  of  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  position  favorable  to  his  con- 
templated advance. 

At  this  ])oint  of  time,  now  late  in  the  evening.  Colonel  Hill’s  regi- 
ment, of  Kansom’s  brigade,  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  suiiported 
on  the  left  by  Colonel  Doles’  regiment,  of  Wright’s  brigade.  The  firing 
now  became  active  and  serious  in  its  eftects.  Colonel  Hill’s  regiment, 
having  moved  up  close  upon  the  enemy  in  his  covered  position,  had 
suflered  severely  and  for  a moment  gave  way.  Their  ground,  however, 
was  promptly  occupied  by  the  Twelfth  and  a battalion  of  the  Sixth 
Virginia  Kegiment,  of  this  brigade. 

Meantime  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Forty-ninth,  whose  regiment,  with 
that  of  the  Forty-first  and  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Sixth  Virginia, 
bad  been  placed  in  a skirt  of  woods  leading  out  on  the  enemy’s  left 
flank,  most  opportunely  moved  forward  and  attacked  him  upon  his 
rear  and  flank.  Thus  pressed  simultaneously  upon  front  and  flank 
the  enemy  fled  precipitately,  leaving  a large  number  of  his  dead  and 
wounded  scattered  upon  the  field.  Colonel  Smith  cajitured  nine  pris- 
oners. 

The  timely  appearance  of  Colonel  Smith  with  his  regiment,  his  delib- 
erate and  judicious  direction  of  its  actions,  rendered  the  combined 
movement  of  our  forces  at  this  point  eminently  successful.  His  written 
report  to  me  is  herewith  forwarded  as  an  interesting  paper  in  connection 
with  the  engagement. 

In  this  action  the  Forty -ninth  had  2 officers  and  6 men  wounded,  the 
Sixth  Virginia  1 man  wounded,  and  the  Twelfth  23  men  wounded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  MAHOFTE, 

Brigadier- General, 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

[Assistant]  Adjutant-General,  Rugefs  Division, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Va.  Vols.,  Huger’s  Div., 

July  15,  1862. 

Colonel  ; In  conformity  to  usage  and  in  compliance  with  the  major- 
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general’s  request  I beg  to  report  the  conduct  and  casualties  of  this  bri- 
gade in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  July  1 : 

As  directed  by  him,  the  brigade  was  reported  to  Major-General  Ma- 
gruder,  who  ordered  that  it  should  take  position  immediately  in  rear 
of  Brigadier-General  Wright’s  brigade,  already  in  position,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a combined  charge  upon  the  line  of  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
which  he  had  arranged  to  make  by  simultaneous  movement  from  our 
front  and  flanks. 

The  brigade,  although  prompt  in  moving  to  the  position  assigned  it, 
and  in  doing  which  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharp- 
shooters, adroitly  posted  behind  wheat  shocks  in  the  valley  on  our 
right,  had  not  gotten  into  place  when  the  order  came  from  General 
Magruder,  who,  I i^resume,  supposed  all  was  ready  with  us,  that  the 
charge  assigned  to  our  forces  (General  Wright’s  brigade  and  my  own) 
should  be  made.  It  was  now  about  5 p.  m.  The  order  was  responded 
to  with  spirit  and  alacrity  by  our  troops,  but  with  less  order  and  eflect 
than  was  desirable  and  would  otherwise  have  been  secured,  owing  to 
the  circumstances  which  I have  adverted  to. 

Our  troops,  however,  went  forward  with  an  earnest  over  a succession 
of  steep  hills  and  ravines,  until  coming  up  within  a few  hundred  yards 
of  the  enemy’s  left  batter  es,  where  they  encountered  his  advance 
troops  in  large  force,  strongly  positioned  behind  the  crest  of  hills  under 
cover  of  his  guns. 

At  this  time  there  were  no  other  troops  engaging  the  enemy  in  our 
view  or  in  supporting  connection,  and  here  for  about  two  hours  the 
fire  and  fury  of  battle  raged  with  great  obstinacy  and  destruction  on 
both  sides,  our  men  finally  succeeding  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
heights  occupied  in  our  front  and  immediately  under  his  guns  and 
upon  his  reserves  at  that  point,  and  occu])ying  the  position  from  which 
he  had  resisted  our  advance  with  such  obstinacy  and  deadly  effect. 

It  w^as  now  near  night,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
advanced  from  his  right  across  Ihe  field  and  had  enfiladed  our  position. 
Our  men  were  then  suffering  severely  from  his  fire  in  this  direction, 
w'hen,  opportunely  for  our  protection  and  perhaps  rescue  from  utter 
destruction,  our  troops  came  upon  him  from  the  right  of  the  line,  dis- 
concerting this  plan  of  his  and  driving  him  back  with  great  slaughter 
upon  his  line  of  artillery  and  reserves.  In  the  mean  time  the  portion 
of  our  command  which  had  driven  the  enemy  from  our  front  and  occu- 
pied his  position  pressed  on  until  more  intimately  engaged,  many  of 
them  falling  side  by  side  with  his  men  and  near  his  batteries. 

Utter  darkness  now  covered  the  scene  and  the  tragedy  closed,  leav- 
ing General  Wright  and  myself  with  the  remnants  of  our  shattered  bri- 
gades in  yjossession  of  the  ground  wUich  they  had  at  a heavy  sacrifice 
of  kindred  blood,  but  with  spirit  and  gallantry,  won.  General  Wright 
and  myself,  conjointly  as  equals  and  not  as  his  senior,  arranged  and 
IDOSitioned  for  the  night  all  the  various  troops  which  w^ere  now  within 
the  reach  of  our  authority,  first  establishing  our  picket  line,  and  then 
giving  such  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded  around  us  as  our 
cai)acity  and  resources  wmuld  admit. 

These  more  exigent  dispositions  completed.  General  Wright  and 
myself  made  a reconnaissance  of  the  enemy’s  operations,  when  it  was 
readily  discovered  that  he  was  rapidly,  though  in  evident  good  order, 
abandoning  his  lines,  which  information  vras  promptly  communicated 
to  General  Magruder. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning  a large  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
made  their  appearance  on.  tha  line  which  he  had  occupied  with  his 
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artillery,  at  first  and  for  a while  indicating  by  their  movements  the 
purpose  of  a descent  upon  our  ambulance  corps  and  details  then  em- 
ployed on  the  field,  the  one  in  their  legitimate  duties  and  the  other  in 
collecting  scattered  arms  and  accouterments. 

The  small  body  of  troops  now  remaining  upon  the  field  and  under 
my  command  were  of  my  own  brigade  exclusively,  and  with  but  few 
exceptions  of  the  Twelfth  Virginia,  the  exertions  and  gallantry  of 
whose  colonel  (D.  A.  Weisiger,  esq.)  in  conducting  the  operations  of 
his  regiment  merit  high  commendation.  With  these  I continued  to 
hold  the  ground  which  we  had  occupied  during  the  night,  mainly  with 
the  view  of  protecting  our  details  from  any  onslaught  by  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  employing  details  from  my  own  limited  force  to  care  for  tbe 
wounded  and  to  gather  up  the  scattered  arms  and  accouterments  in 
my  own  immediate  vicinity. 

This  work  completed,  and  the  enemy’s  cavalry  having  withdrawn 
and  other  bodies  of  our  own  troops  having  come  upon  the  field,  I with- 
drew my  small  band,  which  was  now  much  in  need  of  rest  and  food. 

It  would  be  unjust,  perhaps,  to  iiarticularize  any  acts  of  personal 
gallantry,  as  my  own  inability  to  overlook  the  conduct  of  all  might 
lead  to  injustice  to  some  equally  distinguished  for  deeds  of  heroism. 
The  banners,  however,  of  the  regiments  of  this  brigade  which  were  en- 
gaged in  the  fight  (the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  Twelfth,  and  Forty-first  Vir- 
ginia Ivegiments)  bear  evidence  of  [the]  severity  of  the  fire  under  which 
they  were  pressed  upon  the  enemy’s  lines;  unfortunately  that  of  the 
Sixteenth — which  was  borne  forward  with  conspicuous  gallantry  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [Joseph  H.]  Ham,  commanding,  and  returned  tome 
completely  riddled  and  its  staft*  shattered  to  pieces — was  taken  by  some 
unworthy  hand  during  the  night  we  remained  upon  the  field. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [William  A.]  Parham,  of  the  Forty-first,  the  only 
field  officer  with  the  regiment,  was  unfortunately  seriously  wounded 
while  boldly  leading  his  regiment  into  action,  and  on  this  account  this 
regiment  jiarticipated  to  a less  extent  in  the  fight,  though  it  suffered 
quite  as  much,  owing  to  its  exiiosed  position  while  engaged. 

The  brigade  carried  into  this  battle  93  commissioned  officers  and  1,133 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  lost  in  killed,  4 officers  and 
35  men  ; wounded,  13  officers  and  151  men ; missing,  120  men. 

All  of  whicli,  colonel,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

[Assistant]  Adjutant- General^  Hugefs  Division. 


m.  311. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Carey  F.  Grimes,  commanding  battery,  of  the  engagement 
at  French’’ s Field,  or  King’s  iSchool- House  [Oak  Grove),  and  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill. 

Camp  near  Falling  Creek,  Va., 

July  21,  1862. 

Sir  : Lelow  please  find  a report  of  the  movements  of  my  battery  from 
June  20  last,  when  I was  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone,  on  tlie  advanced  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Captain  Moor- 
man’s battery : 
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After  reportiug  to  General  Mahoue  we  were  expecting  an  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  every  day,  but  had  none  until  the  25th,  on  which 
day  we  discovered  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  French’s  farm, 
between  the  Charles  City  and  Williamsburg  roads,  at  which  xdace  I 
engaged  them  with  one  section  of  my  battery  at  850  yards’  distance, 
driving  the  enemy  from  his  position.  I afterward  moved  one  piece 
up  to  French’s  house,  within* 450  yards  of  his  position,  and  opened  on 
him,  which  was  quickly  replied  to  by  him  with  a 12-pounder  Parrott 
rifle  gun ; but  I had  the  pleasure  of  driving  him  from  his  position, 
leaving  his  horses  and  gun  behind,  which  fact  I was  not  aware  of  until 
informed  of  it  the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Virginia,  and  others.  The  enemy  was  then  attacked  by  a portion  of 
three  regiments  of  General  Mahone’s  brigade — the  Twelfth,  Sixth,  and 
Forty-ninth  Virginia.  The  Fourth  Georgia  and  Twenty-eighth  !North 
Carolina  Eegiments  were  also  on  the  field.  The  enemy  was  driven  from 
the  field,  making  a complete  stampede.  I had  the  good  luck  on  that 
day  to  lose  neither  man  nor  horse. 

l^'othing  of  importance  occurred  with  my  battery  after  the  25th  until 
July  1.  On  that  day  I was  on  the  Charles  City  road  with  General 
Mahone’s  brigade,  and  was  ordered  back  to  Darbytown  road  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Armistead,  which  I immediately  did.  When  I 
arrived  at  the  position  and  reported  General  Armistead  told  me  that  a 
captain  had  just  reported  his  battery  to  him  for  duty,  and  directed  me 
to  report  to  the  first  general  I saw,  and  General  Wright  being  the  first, 
I reported  to  him,  and  Avhile  talking  with  General  Wright  General 
Armistead’s  aide  came  up,  stating  that  General  Armistead  had  become 
disgusted  with  the  captain  that  had  reported  his  battery  to  him  and 
had  driven  him  with  his  battery  from  the  field,  and  that  he  wished  to 
see  General  Wright.  General  Wright  asked  me  to  ride  with  him, 
which  I did.  When  we  found  General  Armistead  he  told  General 
Wright  that  the  captain  alluded  to  above  had  formed  so  many  excuses 
about  getting  his  battery  on  the  field  that  he  had  driven  him  from  the 
field,  and  that  he  wanted  General  Wright  to  send  a battery  that  was 
willing  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy.  General  Wright  told  him  he 
had  one,  naming  mine.  General  Armistead  asked  me  if  I could  carry 
my  battery  on  the  hill.  I told  him  if  unj  battery  in  the  world  could  go 
mine  could.  He  directed  General  Wright  to  show  me  the  position  to 
take,  which  he  did.  I found  the  enemy  with  their  batteries  planted 
and  their  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  about  1,200  yards  dis- 
tant. I then  went  to  the  rear  for  my  battery  and  carried  it  on  the  field. 
As  soon  as  the  battery  entered  the  field  the  enemy  opened  tire  on  it, 
killing  1 man  and  wounding  3 and  killing  1 horse  and  wounding  2 
before  I fired  a gun.  I unlimbered  and  commenced  firing  as  soon  as 
l)ossible  and  with  telling  effect  on  the  enemy. 

I remaiued  on  the  field  about  two  hours.  Lost  3 men  killed  outright 
and  8 wounded ; 2 of  them  have  since  died.  I lost  10  public  horses 
killed  and  7 wounded ; 1 of  them  has  since  died.  My  own  private 
horse  was  killed ; also  my  first  lieutenant’s  horse. 

My^  officers  behaved  very  well,  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak 
more  particularly  of  First  Lieut.  John  H.  Thompson,  who  remained  on 
the  field  with  me  until  the  last  gun  was  taken  ofl*.  I had  so  many  horses 
killed  and  wounded  that  it  took  three  trips  to  get  my  guns  all  ofl‘.  My 
men,  with  a few  exceptions,  acted  nobly. 

On  the  next  day',  the  2d,  Colonel  de  Lagnel,  chief  of  artillery,  or- 
dered me  back  to  the  old  camp,  near  Kichmoiul,  to  refit  my  battery. 
As  soon  as  I comx)leted  it,  I was  ordered  by  yourself  to  canq)  near 
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Falliug  Creek,  ou  the  Itichmoud  and  Petersburg  tiirupike,  where  1 now 
am,  with  in 3^  battery  complete  and  in  good  condition,  read^^  and  willing 
to  nieet  the  invader  of  onr  soil  at  any  time  and  anywhere. 

I have,  general,  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  F.  GPFMES, 

Captain  Field  Battery^  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger. 


No.  312. 

Beport  of  Col.  William  Smithy  Forty -ninth  Virginia  Infantry^  of  the  en- 
gagement at  King^s  School-House,  or  Gale  Grove. 

Hdqrs.  49th  Va.  Yols.,  2d  Brig.,  Huger’s  Hiv., 

July  — , 1802. 

General  : In  consequence  of  the  degree  of  importance  attached  to 
the  battle  of  June  25,  within  the  lines  or  front  of  Brigadier- Gen  era! 
Wright,  and  of  your  order,  I respectfully^  reiiort  as  follows: 

On  the  morning  of  June  25,  a considerable  tiring  having  been  heard 
on  your  left,  or  rather  on  the  right  of  General  Wright’s  xiosition,  you 
ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment,  consisting  of  about  150  rank  and 
tile,  being  the  number  not  on  other  duty.  Approaching  the  scene  of 
contlict,  you  ordered  me  to  take  a iiosition  in  the  woods  to  arrest  a 
movement  which  you  thought  the  enemy^  might  make  to  flank  one  of 
our  regiments,  the  Fourth  Georgia,  which  had  lain  down  in  the  wheat 
near  French’s  house,  or  to  flank  the  enemy,  should  it  at  any^  time  prove 
judicious  to  do  so.  Having  ordered  the  Forty-first  Virginia  to  support 
me,  1 remained  in  my  position  some  hours,  when  shortly  before  sunset 
a large  regiment,  the  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  [Bobert  C.]  , 
Hill,  ai)i)eared  ui)on  the  field  in  line  of  battle  and  ox^ened  uxion  the 
enemy^  with  spirit  and  eflect.  Just  before  doing  so  1 received  your 
order  to  flank  the  enemy*.  The  order  was  XH*omx)tly^  obeyed.  I was 
moving  by  the  left  flank,  and  ordered  the  Forty-first  Virginia  to  keex) 
close  to  my  right.  Before,  however,  my  flank  movement  was  com- 
Xfleted,  by  being  within  a satisfactory  distance  of  the  enemy*,  the 
North  Carolinians  broke  and  x)recix)itately*  retired,  the  enemy  xiursuing 
them. 

With  but  a fragment  of  my  own  regiment,  and  unsupported  by  the 
Forty-first  Virginia,  which  had  been  unaccountably  (at  the  time)  de- 
tained in  the  woods,  in  the  x^resence  of  a greatly*  suxierior  force  of  the 
enemy*,  and  without  assurance  of  suxiport  from  any*  quarter,  I was  in 
great  doubt  for  a moment  as  to  my*  line  of  duty^  But  it  was  for  a 
moment  only*.  I ordered  my  left  Aving  to  ox)en  upon  the  enemy  (the 
right  having  already  secured  a most  fa\*orable  x^osition),  which  was 
I)rom])tly  obeyed.  The  eflect  was  magical.  It  arrested  the  x^Bi*SRit  of 
the  North  Carolinians  instantly*.  The  enemy  broke  in  dismay,  Avith 
but  little  effort  at  resistance,  and  the  field  Avas  soon  all  o^r  own.  But 
for  the  unfortunate  detention  of  the  Forty-first  Virginia  Av*e  must  haA*e 
realized  much  more  comx)lete  results ; as  it  Avas,  Ave  recoA*ered  all  the 
ground  Ave  had  lost,  killed  and  Avonnded  a number  of  the  enemy*,  took 
a few  x>i‘i‘Soners  (Avhom  their  guard  was  ordered  to  rex)ort  to  you),  and 
closed  the  day  very  differently^  from  what  the  enemy  antieixiated  in  the 
morning. 
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I had  not  time  to  give  the  field  a elose  examination,  a.s  it  was  getting 
quite  late,  and  my  time  was  occupied  in  forming  a new  line  of  battle 
of  the  various  regiments  as  they  came  up  to  receive  a new  attack  of 
the  enemy,  which  was  expected. 

1 am  glad  to  inform  you  that  my  loss  was  not  heavy.  Lieuts.  E.  V. 
Boyd  and  J.  J.  Colbert  were  severely  wounded — Lieutenant  Boyd  being 
liermanently  disabled— and  G men  were  wounded,  some  of  them  dan- 
gerously. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  SMITH, 

Colonel  Forty-ninth  Virgmia  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — I had  commenced  my  report  before  I received  your  order  to 
prepare  it,  hence  the  character  of  my  first  tiaragraph. 


No.  313. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Ambrose  B.  Wright.,  C.  IS.  Army,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  of  operations  June  2^- July  1,  including  the  engagement 
at  King'^s  School- House,  or  OaJc  Grove,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Huger’s  Division, 

Camp  in  Advance  on  Williamsburg  Road,  July  8,  1802. 
Colonel:  I beg  leave  herewith  to  inclose  to  you  a report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  King’s  School-House  on  the  25th 
ultimo,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  great  battles  of  Eichmond : 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  June  25,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  considerable  force  uiion  our  pickets  on  the  right  of  the 
Williamsburg  road,  and  after  a sharp  fire  succeeded  in  driving  them 
. back  to  the  skirt  of  woods  immediately  in  front  of,  and  about  half  a 
mile  distant  from,  our  lines.  The  Fourth  Georgia  Eegiment,  Col. 
George  Doles,  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  his  regi- 
ment, numbering  less  than  400  men,  occupied  a line  of  1,200  yards. 
He  had  instructions  to  give  me  immediate  information  in  case  the 
enemy  made  any  demonstration  against  him,  and  failing  to  receive  any 
communication  from  Colonel  Doles,  I was  not  apprised  of  the  success 
of  the  enemy  in  driving  back  our  pickets  until  I saw  them  coming  out 
of  the  woods.  In  justice  to  Colonel  Doles  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  intention  of  the  enemy  he  dispatched  a 
mounted  courier  to  give  me  the  iiroper  notice.  The  courier  took  to  his 
heels,  failed  to  bring  me  the  report,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since. 

As  soon  as  I became  apprised  of  the  condition  of  atfairs  I ordered 
out  the  First  Louisiana  and  Twenty-second  Georgia  Eegiments,  and 
with  them  immediately  x>roceeded  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  First 
Louisiana  Eegiment,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Shivers  commanding,  was 
ordered  to  advance  upon  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  its  left 
resting  upon  the  road,  and  the  Twenty-second  Georgia  Eegiment,  Col. 
E.  H.  Jones,  was  ordered  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  First  Lou- 
isiana. These  dispositions  being  made,  the  order  was  given  to  charge 
upon  the  enemy,  then  about  emerging  from  the  Avoods,  and  drive  them 
back  to  their  intrenched  works.  The  order  was  obeyed  Avith  alacrity, 
the  troops  springing  forward  with  loud  cheers,  and,  advancing  through 
a terrific  fire  of  musketry,  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  them  before  them 
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for  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile.  Here  their  farther  advance  luj  over 
an  open  field,  behind  which,  under  cover  of  heavy  forest  timber  and 
dense  underbrush,  tlie  retreating  foe  had  taken  shelter.  With  a gal- 
lantry and  impetuosity  which  has  rarely  been  equaled  and  (certainly 
never  excelled  since  the  war  began,  these  brave  and  daring  Louisianians 
and  Georgians  charged  through  this  open  field  and  actually  drove  from 
their  cover  the  whole  brigade,  supposed  at  the  time  to  be  Sickles’. 

Our  loss  in  the  charge  was  heavy,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shivers,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm  j and  the  enemy,  being  re-en- 
forced by  the  addition  of  Berry’s  brigade,  our  force  was  compelled  to 
retire  for  a short  distance,  which  was  accomplished  in  good  order. 

During  this  time  a strong  force  of  the  enemy,  afterward  ascertained 
to  be  Meagher’s  brigade,  was  pushed  forward  on  the  left  and  near  the 
Williamsburg  road,  and  moving  rapidly  upon  soon  drove  our  ])ickets 
back  from  our  lines.  At  this  important  juncture  Colonel  [Henry  M.] 
Eutledge’s  North  Carolina  Eegiment  came  up  to  our  assistance,  having- 
been  ordered  ui)  by  Brigadier-General  Eansom  in  compliance  with  my 
request  for  support.  Colonel  Eutledge  was  ordered  to  move  down  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  suj)i)orted  by  the  Third  Georgia  Eegiment,  Maj.  J. 
E.  Sturges  commanding,  engage  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  drive 
him  out  of  the  woods.  This  movement  was  executed  in  handsome  style 
and  with  complete  success.  The  enemy  now  having  been  driven  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  to  the  position  which  they  occupied  when  the  fight 
commenced,  except  for  a few  rods  in  our  center  and  our  extreme  right, 
where  their  immense  force  had  succeeded  in  maintaining  the  advantage 
won  from  us  in  the  morning,  a strong  effort  was  made  to  dislodge  us 
on  the  immediate  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  a battery  of  heavy 
guns,  strongly  supported  by  infantry,  was  moved  down  the  road  to 
within  a short  distance  of  our  lines.  This  movement  was  unobserved, 
owing  to  the  dense  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  road ; the  road  itself  at 
this  point  turning  suddenly  to  the  right  secured  them  an  unobserved 
advance,  and  the  movement  was  not  detected  until  they  opened  upon 
our  thinned  ranks  a murderous  fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  On 
the  immediate  right  of  the  road  the  First  Louisiana  and  Twenty-second 
Georgia  were  still  posted,  supported  by  Colonels  [William  J.]  Clarke’s 
and  [S.  D.]  Eamseur’s  regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops,  ordered  np 
by  General  Eansom,  and  bravely  maintained  their  position.  On  the 
left  of  the  road  the  enemy  made  a vigorous  attack,  and  under  cover  of 
their  battery  a heavy  force  of  infantry  was  advanced  upon  Colonel 
Eutledge’s  command,  who  received  their  fire  with  great  coolness  and 
obstinately  disputed  their  farther  approach. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy’s  battery  opened  upon  us  I ordered  Capt. 
Frank  Huger,  with  a section  of  his  battery,  to  advance  upon  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  under  cover  of  a i^oint  of  woods  to  bring  his  guns  into 
action  at  a i)oint  about  800  yards  distant  from  the  enemy’s  battery. 
This  movement  was  executed  with  great  celerity,  and,  suddenly  un- 
masking his  guns  from  behind  the  point  of  woods.  Captain  Huger 
opened  a well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  battery,  which  in  a very 
few  minutes  disabled  their  guns  and  drove  them  from  the  field.  Cap- 
tain Huger  advanced  his  battery,  upon  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  to 
within  a few  rods  of  the  position  recently  occupied  by  the  enemy’s 
guns,  and  poured  a heavy  fire  upon  their  infantry,  then  concealed  in 
the  thick  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  road. 

Colonel  Eutledge,  with  his  own  and  Major  Sturges’ (Third  Georgia) 
regiment,  i)ad  not  only  maintained  his  position  on  the  left  of  the  road- 
but  had  with  these  two  small  regiments  actually  advanced  upon  and 
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driven  the  enemy,  at  least  3,000  strong,  back  to  tlie  line  of  tlieir  abatis, 
in  the  rear  of  Sclinrin^s  burnt  house. 

On  onr  extreme  right  the  enemy  still  maintained  their  position  in 
tlie  heavy  woods  about  400  yards  in  advance  of  King’s  School-Honse 
and  not  more  than  1,000  yards  in  advance  of  our  line  of  rifle  pits. 
Colonel  Doles,  Fourth  Georgia  Regiment,  sni)ported  by  Colonel  Hill’s 
Korth  Carolina  regiment,  was  ordered  to  advance,  engage  the  enemy, 
and,  if  possible,  dislodge  him  from  his  advanced  j^osition  in  tiie  woods 
and  drive  him  back  beyond  the  lines  occupied  by  onr  pickets  in  the  morn- 
ing. This  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  Colonel  Doles,  who,  with  Iiis 
small  command,  now  worn-out  and  completely  exhausted  by  the  fatigue 
and  want  of  rest  on  the  night  before  and  the  constant  tight  during  the 
wliole  day,  rushed  forward  and  soon  found  themselves  confronted  by 
Sickles’  brigade,  strongly  posted  in  a thick  growth  of  pines.  The  tire 
here  for  twenty  minutes  was  furious  and  terrific  beyond  anything  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  But  the  gallant  Fourth  pressed  on  amid  a deadly 
tire  and  soon  the  foe  began  to  fall  back. 

Seizing  the  opportune  moment  a charge  was  ordered,  and  our  men 
rushed  forward,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  drove  the  enemy  in 
great  disorder  and  confusion  through  the  woods  to  King’s  School-Honse, 
where  they  were  temporarily  rallied  for  a few  minutes;  but  another 
deadly  volley  from  the  Fourth  Georgia,  followed  by  a dashing  charge, 
and  the  enemy  fled  from  their  position,  leaving  us  masters  of  the  field 
and  in  possession  of  a great  number  of  i)risoners,  besides  most  of  their 
killed  and  a few  of  their  wounded. 

While  this  last  movement  was  progressing  1 had  ordered  the  First 
Louisiana  Regiment,  now  commanded  by  Capt.  M.  Nolan  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shivers  having  been  disabled  by  a wound  in  the  right  arm, 
received  in  the  morning  while  charging  across  the  field  before  alluded 
to),  and  the  Twenty-second  Georgia,  supported  by  Colonels  Clarke’s  and 
Ramsenr’s  North  Carolina  troops,  to  advance  and  regain  the  center  of 
onr  picket  line,  from  which  we  had  been  forced  to  retire  by  an  over- 
whelming force  concentrated  against  us  there  about  the  middle  of  the 
day.  These  regiments,  now  sadly  thinned  by  their  severe  losses  of  the 
morning,  again  moved  up  in  good  order,  and  after  a feeble  resistance 
by  the  enemy  again  took  possession  of  our  old  picket  lines.  Tlie  day 
had  n«w  closed  and  the  fight  ceased,  leaving  us  masters  of  the  battle- 
lield  and  in  the  identical  jiosition  our  pickets  occupied  when  the  enemy 
made  the  first  attack  in  the  morning. 

Onr  troops  during  the  whole  day’s  fight  acted  with  the  greatest  cool- 
ness and  courage,  and  in  the  morning,  when  we  were  more  than  once 
compelled  to  fall  back,  the  movement  was  always  conducted  in  good 
order  and  without  the  slightest  confusion. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  were  conducted  by  General  McClellan 
in  jierson,  and  the  troops  engaged  embraced  all  of  Kearny’s  division 
and  a part  of  Hooker’s,  numbering  in  all  not  less  than  8,000  or  10,000. 
To  oppose  this  heavy  force  I had  my  own  brigade,  numbering  about 
2,000  men,  and  two  regiments  (Colonels  Rutledge’s  and  Hill’s)  of  Gen- 
eral Ransom’s  brigade,  about  1,000  men,  making  my  whole  force  en- 
gaged not  more  than  3,000  men. 

Tdie  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  drive  us  back  from  our  picket  line, 
occupy  it  himself,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  advance  his  works  several 
hundred  yards  nearer  our  lines.  In  this  he  completely  failed,  and 
although  General  McClellan  at  night  telegraphed  over  his  own  signa- 
ture to  the  War  Office  at  Washington  that  he  had  accomplished  his 
object,  had  driven  me  back  for  more  than  a mile,  had  silenced  my  bat- 
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teries  and  occupied  our  camps,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  the 
whole  statement.  When  the  tight  ceased  at  dark  I occupied  the  very 
line  my  pickets  had  been  driven  from  in  the  morning,  and  which  1 
continued  to  hold  until  the  total  rout  of  the  Federal  Army  on  the  29th 
ultimo. 

In  this  severe  and  long-contested  battle  all  our  troops  behaved  well 
without  excei^tion.  But  without  disparaging  the  merit  of  others  I beg 
leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  First  Louisiana 
Begiment  in  their  charge  across  the  tield  early  in  the  morning,  and 
the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  Colonel  Kutledge  met  and  re- 
pulsed a whole  brigade  with  his  own  and  Colonel  Sturgis’  (Third  Georgia) 
regiment.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Doles’  (Fourth  Georgia)  regiment 
challenges  our  warmest  admiration  and  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  it  rallied  late  in  the  evening  and  drove  from  their  stronghold 
the  famous  Excelsior  Brigade. 

I beg  leave  to  suggest  that  in  justice  to  these  two  regiments,  the  First 
Louisiana  and  Fourth  Georgia,  an  order  be  issued  authorizing  them  to 
inscribe  upon  their  banners  “King’s  School-House.” 

I was  greatly  assisted  throughout  the  entire  day’s  tight  by  my  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  Capt.  Y.  J.  B.  Girardey,  whose  coolness,  courage, 
and  daring  intrepidity  throughout  the  hottest  of  the  tight  entitle  him 
to  receive  the  warmest  commendations  of  the  Department. 

I regret  to  add  that  my  volunteer  aide,  Capt.  Charles  L.  Whitehead, 
was  taken  prisoner  late  in  the  evening  while  taking  an  order  from  me 
to  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  Fourth  Georgia  Kegiment.  The  conduct  of  this 
young  officer  after  he  came  upon  the  tield  in  tlie  afternoon  was  in  an 
eminent  degree  brave,  chivalric,  and  daring. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  whole  day’s  tight  amounted  to  39  killed,  223 
wounded,  and  11  missing.  This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  Kutledge’s 
and  Hill’s  regiments,  which  was  slight,  no  report  being  made  to  me  by 
them.  The  enemy’s  loss  was  very  severe,  amounting  to  at  least  1,200 
men. 

On  the  morning  after  the  tight  a flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  one  Colonel 
[William  L.]  Brown,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  asking  per- 
mission to  relieve  his  wounded  and  bury  his  dead.  1 had  already  or- 
dered a detail  to  do  this,  and  as  I did  not  recognize  him  as  the  proper 
party  to  send  a flag,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  Major-General 
Huger  for  projjer  action. 

I herewith  send  you  a detailed  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  each  regiment  in  this  brigade.* 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  ver3'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Asnistant  Adjutant- General^  Huger’’ s Division. 

[Indorseraent.] 


JULY^  19,  18G2. 

General  Wright’s  brigade  was  in  the  center,  near  Williamsburg  road. 
General  Mahone’s  brigade  on  his  right,  and  General  Armistead’s  on 
his  left.  General  Ransom’s  biigade  being  in  supi>ort.  All  were  more  or 
less  engaged  in  this  action,  as  shown  b,y  their  reports,  and  all  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  securing  the  result. 


Embodied  in  returns,  p.  981. 


808 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXlII. 


The  attack  of  the  Fourth  Georgia  and  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina 
on  the  right  in  the  evening  was  greatly  assisted  and  the  enemy  driven 
hack  by  the  position  and  action  of  the  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Itegiment, 
of  General  Mahoneys  brigade. 

BENJ.  HUGER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Huger’s  Division, 

July  12,  18G2. 

Colonel  : I herewith  inclose  a report  of  the  operations  of  my  bri- 
gade from  the  morning  of  June  26  to  the  morning  of  July  2 inclusive, 
in  obedience  to  circular  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Northern 
Virginia,  July  10,  1862  : 

After  the  fight  had  ceased  on  Wednesday  night,  June  25,  Colonel 
Vance’s  North  Carolina  regiment,  of  Ransom’s  brigade,  was  placed 
on  ificket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  my  own 
brigade  retired  to  the  rifle  pits  for  rest  and  refreshments.  General 
Armistead  having  picketed  the  left  of  the  road. 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  26,  I ascertained  that  Colonel  Vance’s 
regiment  had  during  the  night  fallen  back  from  our  advanced  picket 
line,  and  that  the  enemy  had  again  occupied  it.  I ordered  Colonel 
Jones’  (Twenty-second  Georgia)  regiment,  of  my  brigade,  to  advance  to 
the  support  of  Colonel  Vance  and  retake  our  original  picket  line.  This 
was  accomplished  without  serious  loss  on  our  side.  Upon  regaining  our 
line  we  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  already  begun  a line  of  rifle  pits 
through  the  woods  and  had  considerably  advanced  their  works,  when 
we  forced  them  to  retire,  leaving  a large  number  of  axes,  spades,  shovels, 
and  picks,  and  quite  a number  of  small-arms,  all  of  which  fell  into  our 
possession.  We  also  captured  a few  i)risoners. 

During  the  night  following  and  the  succeeding  two  days  (Friday 
and  Saturday,  the  27th  and  28th)  a continuous  attack  was  kept  up  by 
the  enemy  on  our  pickets,  which  from  its  continuation  ami  violence 
greatly  fatigued  and  worried  my  already  small  command.  Oiir  actual 
loss  during  this  time  was  very  light. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  28th,  Col.  George  Doles,  Fourth  Georgia 
Regiment,  Avas  ordered  on  jncket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williams- 
burg road  (General  Armistead  still  picketing  on  the  left),  with  instruc- 
tions to  keep  a close  Avatch  upon  the  enemy,  to  throw  scouts  and  flankers 
out  in  advance  of  his  picket  line,  push  them  up  to  the  enemy’s  works, 
and  give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  who  it  Avas  thought  Avould  either  attack  us  or  fall  back  from 
their  iutrenchments  early  on  the  succeeding  morning  (Sunday). 

I received  no  report  from  Colonel  Doles  until  about  sunrise  on  Sun- 
day morning,  Avhen  he  sent  me  word  that  nothing  unusual  had  occurred 
during  the  night,  and  that  he  Avas  still  occui)ying  our  old  picket  lines. 
I immediately  sent  Captain  Girardey,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  to 
order  Colonel  Doles  to  advance  his  scouts  quickly  up  to  the  abatis  in 
front  of  the  enemy’s  redoubts  and  observe  their  action  and  their  move- 
ments. I Avas  still  confident,  from  the  results  of  the  fight  on  our  left 
the  two  days  previous,  that  the  enemy  would  be  forced  to  make  some 
important  movement  this  morning,  and  I directed  Captain  Girardey  to 
accompany  Colonel  Doles’  adA^ance  and  ascertain  Avhat  the  enemy  were 
about.  At  about  8 a.  m.  Captain  Girardey  returned  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  their  intrenchments,  and  that 
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their  main  body  had  got  entirely  off,  leaving  only  their  rear  guard  and 
a lew  stragglers. 

I immediately  put  my  brigade  in  motion  and  pushed  forward  into 
the  enemy’s  deserted  works,  intending  to  fall  upon  his  rear  and  give 
him  battle.  After  reaching  the  enemy’s  works  I found  Maj.  Gen.  B. 
Huger  on  the  held  and  reported  to  him  for  instructions  and  orders.  I 
was  directed  to  return  to  our  camp  (about  miles),  let  the  men  get 
breakfast,  and  then  move  across  to  the  Charles  City  road  and  go  down 
that  road,  cautiously  feeling  for  the  fleeing  foe.  Soon  after  getting  in 
line,  preparatory  to  moving  across  the  Charles  City  road,  I received 
orders  from  General  Huger  to  proceed  immediately  down  the  Williams- 
burg road  to  the  enemy’s  intrenched  camp  again,  as  they  were  reported 
to  be  still  in  the  rear  of  their  advanced  works  in  considerable  force. 
This  order  I instantly  obeyed,  and  again  rei)orted  in  person  to  General 
Huger,  in  the  enemy’s  intrenched  cam]).  After  a very  inconsiderable 
delay  heie  I was  again  ordered  to  move  back  with  my  command,  and, 
crossing  over  to  the  Charles  City  road,  to  proceed  down  that  road  until 
I should  fall  upon  the  enemy.  I commenced  this  movement,  and  had 
proceeded  about  2 miles,  when  I received  another  order  from  General 
Huger  to  return  quickly  to  the  intrenched  camp  of  the  enemy,  as  Gen- 
eral Magruder  had  informed  him  that  the  enemy  in  great  force  was 
about  to  advance  upon  him  (General  Magruder).  I immediately  re- 
traced my  steps,  and,  taking  a by-path,  soon  the  head  of  my  column 
marched  into  the  enemy’s  deserted  intrenchments.  Here  I received  or- 
ders to  wait  for  further  instructions. 

About  2 p.  m.  I received  orders  to  again  take  up  my  march  for  the 
Charles  City  road,  which  I instantly  obeyed,  and,  putting  my  command 
in  motion,  moved  across  White  Oak  Swamp  and  fell  into  the  Charles 
City  road  about  2 miles  above  White’s  Tavern,  and  thence  proceeded 
down  that  road  to  a point  just  below  the  tavern,  when,  coming  u[)on 
the  rear  of  General  Bansom’s  brigade,  Hnger’s  division,  at  a halt,  I 
also  halted  and  sent  to  General  Huger  for  instructions.  It  was  now 
quite  dark,  and  1 was  instructed  to  throw  out  skirmishers  and  pickets 
to  tlie  left  of  the  Charles  City  road  until  I reached  what  was  called  the 
New  road,  and  then  down  that  road  as  far  as  might  be  necessary. 

That  night  (June  29)  I received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  at  day- 
light next  morning  across  to  the  New  road  (about  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  Charles  City  road  and  running  parallel  to  it),  and  follow  down 
that  load  toward  White  Oak  Bridge,  feeling  cautiously  for  the  enemy, 
then  suiiposed  to  be  on  some  of  the  numerous  islands  or  farms  in  White 
Oak  Swamp.  Captain  Boss’  battery,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutt’s  ar- 
tillery, had  been  the  day  before  attached  to  my  brigade,  and  leav- 
ing tliis  on  the  Charles  City  road,  with  instructions  to  follow  as  soon 
as  1 should  need  them,  at  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  June  30  I 
moved  my  brigade  across  the  woods  and  fields  until  I fell  into  the  New 
road  near  Hobson’s  house.  Here  I learned  that  the  enemy,  in  consid- 
erable force,  under  General  Kearny,  late  the  evening  before  had  passed 
down  the  road  toward  the  north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp. 

I passed  on,  and  at  8 o’clock  my  line  of  skirmishers  had  reached  the 
crossing  on  the  north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  when  we  encountered 
the  enemy’s  pickets,  ])osted  a short  distance  in  advance  of  the  crossing. 
The  ])assage  across  the  swamp  here  was  over  a log  bridge,  the  approach 
to  which  was  thoroughly  obstructed  by  the  felling  of  trees,  the  bridge 
itself  being  torn  up  and  thrown  in  masses  across  the  road.  I ordered 
my  line  of  skirmishers  to  advance  and  drive  in  the  enemy’s  pickets, 
while  Lieutenant  Luckie,  of  the  Third  Georgia  Eegiment,  was  ordered 


8lO  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chap.  NNTlT. 

to  move  up  the  swamp  and  find  a pathway  (which  my  guide  iiiforuied 
me  was  about  half  a mile  distant),  cross  over,  if  possible,  and  recou- 
noiter  the  enemy’s  position,  and  give  me  a speedy  report  of  his  observa- 
tion. I also  ordered  Colonel  Doles,  whose  regiment  (the  Fourtb  Georgia) 
was  in  advance,  to  send  down  a strong  party  below  the  road  and  at- 
tempt a crossing,  which  I learned  from  the  guide  was  practicable  about 
three-fourths  of  a mile  below  the  bridge.  In  the  mean  time  1 bad  ad- 
vanced my  line  of  skirmishers  up  to  the  margin  of  the  swamp,  here 
about  half  a mile  wide,  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  before  us.  In  this 
advance  we  captured  two  of  the  enemy  ’s  pickets,  who  informed  me  that 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  left  their  camp  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  swamp  (north  fork),  and  were  in  rapid  retreat  toward  White 
Oak  Bridge  (across  the  main  swamp),  then  about  6 miles  distant. 

Lieutenant  Luckie  having  returned,  and  the  result  of  his  reconnais- 
sance confirming  the  prisoner’s  statement,  I ordered  the  column  for- 
ward, and,  driving  the  pickets  and  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  before  us, 
we  rushed  across  the  broken  bridge,  and,  ascending  a hill  on  the  opi)o- 
site  side,  found  ourselves  in  the  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy.  Here 
we  captured  several  prisoners  and  a large  quantity  of  small-arms,  tents, 
camp  equipage,  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  which  in  tlieir 
haste  the  enemy  had  failed  to  destroy.  We  also  captured  a large  num- 
ber of  intrenching  tools  and  a very  considerable  quantity  of  medical 
stores.  Leaving  a small  guard  here  to  take  charge  of  the  i)risoners  and 
to  protect  the  public  property  in  the  camp  1 passed  on,  and  for  tliree 
hours  my  march  lay  through  a succession  of  the  enemy’s  camps,  in  all 
of  which  immense  quantities  of  small-arms  were  found,  with  (ionsid- 
erable  amounts  of  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  All  along 
the  route  of  the  fleeing  foe  was  strewed  with  guns,  knapsacks,  cartridge 
boxes,  clothing,  and  ammunition.  Moving  rapidly  forward  1 captured 
quite  a large  number  of  prisoners,  but  owing  to  some  misunderstand- 
ing of  orders  they  were  moved  off  to  Bichmond  in  the  evening  without 
proper  lists  having  been  retained.  I am,  consequently,  unable  to  give 
you  the  exact  numbers. 

At  2.30  I),  m.  I reached  WHiite  Oak  Bridge,  when  I met  General 
Jackson,  who,  with  his  command,  had  just  arrived.  I reported  to  him 
for  orders,  and  he  instructed  me  to  move  along  up  the  swamp  and,  if  pos- 
sible, effect  a crossing,  the  enemy  being  in  large  force  and  obstinately 
disputing  the  passage  over  White  Oak  Bridge.  In  obedience  to  these 
instructions  I retraced  my  steps  for  about  1 mile,  when,  through  the 
assistance  of  my  guide,  I discovered  a crossing  over  the  swamp,  which 
had  evidently  been  used  by  a portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  I threw 
forward  Captain  Greer’s  company  (0),  of  the  Third  Georgia  Eegiment, 
and  Captain  Armistead’s  company  (0),*  of  the  First  Louisiana  Kegi- 
ment,  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  respectively,  and 
moved  my  column  on.  Accompanying  my  line  of  skirmishers,  I soon 
discovered  that  the  enemy,  after  crossing,  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  and 
had  completely  blockaded  the  road  through  the  swamp  by  felling  trees 
in  and  across  it.  Pushing  the  skirmishers  through  the  creek  and  over 
the  net- work  of  fallen  timber  I soon  encountered  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy,  posted  in  the  margin  of  the  swamp  and  protected  by  a rail  fence 
and  ditch  in  front.  My  line  of  skirmishers  steadily  advanced,  and, 
driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  from  their  position,  took  jjossession  of  it. 
From  this  point  I was  enabled  to  make  a good  reconnaissance  of  the 
enemy’s  position  and  force.  I ascertained  that  the  road  debouched 
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from  the  swainp  into  an  open  field  (meadow),  commanded  by  a line  of 
high  hills,  all  in  cultivation  and  free  from  timber.  Upon  this  range  of 
hills  the  enemy  had  posted  heavy  batteries  of  field  artillery,  strongly 
supported  by  infantry,  which  swept  across  the  meadow  by  a direct  and 
cross-fire,  and  which  could  be  used  with  terrible  effect  upon  my  column 
while  struggling  through  the  fallen  timber  in  the  wood  through  the 
swamp.  Two  prisoners,  whom  we  captured  here  on  picket,  confirmed 
by  their  statements  my  own  observations  of  the  enemy’s  force  and 
position,  and  having  no  artillery  with  me  to  support  my  infantry  while 
crossing,  1 determined  to  withdraw  from  this  point  and  seek  a crossing 
higher  up  the  swamp.  Skirting  along  the  northern  margin  of  the  swam]') 
about  3 miles  I discovered  a cow  trail,  which  led  across  not  far  from 
and  in  rear  of  Fisher’s  house,  on  the  Charles  City  road.  This  trail  I 
took,  and  at  dark  halted  my  brigade  for  the  night  on  the  Charles  City 
road  near  to  Fisher’s  house. 

Having  reported  to  General  Huger  in  person,  I received  orders  from 
him  that  night  instructing  me  to  move  early  in  the  morning  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  supporting  General  Armistead’s  brigade,  which 
would  move  down  in  advance  of  me. 

This  order  was  countermanded  early  next  (Tuesday)  morning,  July 
1,  and  I was  instructed  to  follow*  General  Armistead’s  brigade,  which 
was  directed  to  move  across  from  the  Charles  City  road  in  the  direction 
of  James  Fiver,  skirting  along  the  west  side  of  the  Quaker  road  and 
closely  watching  the  right  of  that  road.  After  marching  about  or  3 
miles  I halted  my  brigade,  having  found  General  Armistead’s  brigade 
halted  upon  the  intersection  of  the  road  we  were  moving  along  with 
the  Long  Bridge  road.  Here  I remained  nearly  an  hour  waiting  for 
the  command  in  front  of  me  to  move  forward. 

Between  8 and  9 a.  m.  I again  moved  forward,  and  following  General 
Armistead’s  brigade,  I crossed  the  Long  Bridge  road,  near  to  the  bat- 
tle-field of  the  day  before,  Monday,  June  30,  and  passed  on  over  a blind 
road  in  the  direction  of  Aialvern  JTill. 

After  moving  about  IJ  miles  I was  again  halted  by  finding  that 
General  Armistead’s  brigade  had  stopped  on  a skirt  of  woods  about 
1 )nile  in  front  of  Dr.  Mettert’s  (now  Crew’s)  house.  Moving  along 
General  Armistead’s  line,  1 proceeded  to  and  found  the  general  in  a 
deej)  ravine  about  100  yards  from  and  running  parallel  to  Crew’s 
field  fence.  Here  I ascertained  that  the  enemy  in  very  large  force  was 
occupying  the  crest  of  the  hills  in  Crew’s  farm  immediately  in  front  of 
his  farm-yard,  and  had  pickets  and  sharpshooters  advanced  near  the 
edge  of  the  woods  in  which  we  then  lay.  Fo  definite  idea  could  be 
oluained  from  our  scouts  of  tlie  number  or  position  of  the  enemy,  and  I 
suggested  to  General  Armistead  that  we  go  forward  to  the  edge  of  the 
field  and,  under  i)rotection  of  a strong  force  of  skirmishers,  ascend  a 
high  knoll  or  hill  which  abruptly  sprang  from  the  meadow  below  and 
on  onr  right,  from  the  summit  of  which  we  would  be  able  to  observe 
the  enemy’s  movements. 

Having  reached  this  position,  we  were  enabled  to  get  a very  complete 
view  of  McClellan’s  army.  Immediately  in  our  front  and  extending  1 
mile  stretched  a field,  at  the  farther  extremity  of  which  was  situated 
the  dwelling  and  farm  buildings  of  Mr.  Crew  (formerly  Dr.  Mettert). 
In  fj  ont  and  to  our  left  the  land  rose  gently  from  the  edge  of  the  woods 


* The  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright,  comtnanding  Third  Brigade,  Huger’s  division, 
of  the  hai  tle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  18H2,  dated  July  14,  1862,  and  addressed  to  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  Bankhead  Magruder,  is  the  same  as  the  remainder  of  this  report. 
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up  to  the  farm  yard,  when  it  became  higli  and  rolling.  Upon  the  right 
the  field  was  broken  by  a series  of  ridges  and  valleys,  which  ran  out  at 
right  angles  to  a line  drawn  from  onr  position  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
all  of  which  terminated  upon  onr  extreme  right  in  a precipitous  blnfi*, 
which  dropped  suddenly  down  upon  a low,  flat  meadow,  covered  with 
wheat  and  intersected  with  a number  of  ditches,  which  ran  from  the 
blutt*  across  the  meadow  to  a swamp  or  dense  woods  about  oOO  yards 
farther  to  our  right.  This  low,  flat  meadow  stretched  up  to,  and 
swinging  around,  Crew’s  house,  extended  as  far  as  Turkey  Bend,  on 
James  River.  The  enemy  had  drawn  up  his  artillery  (as  well  as  could 
be  ascertained  about  fifty  pieces)  in  a crescent-shaped  line,  the  convex 
line  being  next  to  our  position,  with  its  right  (on  our  left)  resting  upon 
a road  which  ])assed  300  yards  to  the  left  of  Crew’s  house  on  to  Mal- 
vern Hill,  the  left  of  their  advanced  line  of  batteries  resting  upon  the 
high  bluff*  which  overlooked  the  meadow  to  the  right  (our  right)  and 
rear  of  Crew’s  house.  Their  infantry,  a little  in  rear  of  the  artillery 
and  protected  by  the  crest  of  the  ridge  upon  which  the  batteries  were 
placed,  extended  from  the  woods  on  our  left  along  the  crest  of  the  hill 
and  through  a lane  in  the  meadow  on  our  right  to  the  dense  woods 
there.  In  rear  of  this  and  beyond  a narrow  ravine,  the  sides  of  wliich 
were  covered  with  timber  and  which  ran  parallel  to  their  line  of  battle 
and  but  a few  rods  in  the  rear  of  Crew’s  house,  was  another  line  of 
infantry,  its  right  resting  upon  a heavy,  dense  woods,  which  covered 
the  Malvern  Hill  farm  on  the  east.  The  left  of  this  line  rested  upon 
the  precipitous  blulf  which  overhung  the  low  meadow  on  the  west  of 
the  farm.  At  this  point  the  high  bluff'  stretched  out  to  the  west  for 
200  3^ards  in  a long  ridge  or  ledge,  nearly  separating  the  meadow  from 
the  low  lands  of  the  river,  upon  the  extreme  western  ter  minus  of  which 
was  planted  a battery  of  heavy  guns.  This  latter  battery  commanded 
the  whole  meadow  in  front  of  it,  and  by  a direct  fire  Avas  able  to  dis- 
pute the  maneuvering  of  troops  over  any  [lortion  of  the  meadow.  Just 
behind  the  ravine  which  ran  in  rear  of  Crew’s  house  and  under  cover 
of  the  timber  was  planted  a heaA^y  battery  in  a small  redoubt,  whose 
fire  SAvept  across  the  meadow.  These  two  batteries  completely  con- 
trolled the  meadow  from  one  extremity  of  it  to  the  other  and  efiectu- 
ally  prevented  the  moA^ement  of  troops  in  large  masses  upon  it.  The 
whole  number  of  guns  in  these  scA^eral  batteries  could  not  have  fallen 
far  short  of  100.  The  infantry  force  of  the  enemy  I estijnated  at  least 
25,000  or  30,000  from  what  I saw.  Jjarge  nnmbeis,  as  I ascertained 
afterward,  were  posted  in  the  Avoods  on  our  extreme  right  and  left, 
and  the  line  of  ditches  across  the  meadow  Avere  lined  with  sharp- 
shooters. 

Having  no  artillery  with  us,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  keep  our  little 
force,  amounting  to  not  more  than  2,500  men  in  both  brigades,  con- 
cealed in  the  deep  ravine  in  front  of  Crew’s  field  and  send  to  the  rear 
for  guns.  General  Armistead,  being  the  senior  offict'r  present,  directed 
me  to  bring  up  Grimes’  battery  and  place  it  in  i)osition  on  the  crest  of 
the  ridge  in  front  of  our  position.  Grimes’  battery  was  moved  up,  but 
the  distance  being  so  great  only  two  pieces  of  his  battery  (rifles)  were 
put  in  battery.  As  soon  as  Grimes’  guns  opened  the  enemy  began  a 
fierce  cannonading  along  their  whole  line,  concentrating  their  fire  upon 
Grimes’  two  i^ieces.  , 

Returning  down  the  hill  after  conducting  Grimes  to  his  position  I 
met  General  Armistead’s  and  my  own  brigade  advancing  (Armistead’s 
some  20  or  30  paces  in  front  of  my  OAvn  on  a run  up  the  hill)  and  toward 
the  open  field,  in  the  far  edge  of  Avhicli  the  enemy  was  posted.  Having 
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received  no  order  for  this  advance  of  my  brigade,  and  being  convinced 
the  movement  was  not  a judicious  one,  I ordered  my  brigade  to  halt  just 
before  emerging  from  the  woods  and  tall  upon  the  ground,  as  the  en- 
emy’s shells  were  falling  in  a pitiless  storm  all  arouiid  us.  Just  as  I 
got  my  men  quiet  I was  officially  notilied  that  General  Armistead  had 
ordered  the  advance,  and  I moved  my  brigade  on.  Emerging  from  the 
woods  we  passed  into  the  open  field,  set  at  this  point  with  clover,  and 
continuing  the  ascent  some  50  or  60  yards  we  reached  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  where  we  found  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns  so  incessant 
and  well  directed  that  I deemed  it  prudent  to  halt  and  make  my  men 
lie  down  in  the  high  clover.  Meanwhile  Grimes’  guns  had  been  silenced 
by  the  loss  of  his  horses  and  men  and  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving 
one  of  his  pieces. 

I immediately  ordered  my  brigade  to  fall  back  and  seek  cover  under 
the  woods  in  the  ravine  and  repor|:ed  to  General  Armistead  what  I had 
done.  In  this  ill-timed  advance  my  loss  was  very  severe.  Part  of  my 
brigade — the  Fourth  Georgia  and  a small  portion  of  the  Twenty-second 
Georgia,  under  Major  [Josei)h]  Wasden,  and  a few  of  the  Third  Georgia, 
under  Oapt.  (Acting  Lieut.  Ool.)  K.  13.  Nisbet — had  advanced  on  the 
extreme  right  so  far  as  to  pass  over  the  crest  of  the  ridge  and  were 
lying  in  a hollow  about  200  yards  in  advance  of  the  line  of  woods. 
These  were  i)ermitted  to  remain,  as  they  were  comparatively  secure 
from  the  effects  of  the  enemy’s  shell. 

General  Armistead  directing,  I ordered  up  another  battery  (Moor- 
man’s, I think)  and  got  it  in  position  a little  under  the  crest  of  the  hill 
in  the  clover  field  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  superior  number 
and  metal  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  in  addition  to  his  strong  position,  gave 
him  the  decided  advantage  of  us,  and  very  soon  this  battery  was  forced 
to  retire. 

Meanwhile  Captain  Pegram’s  battery  was  ordered  up,  and,  taking 
position  200  yards  to  the  left  of  Moorman,  opened  a well-directed  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  which  told  with  fearful  effect  upon  them.  But  this 
chivalric  commander,  by  the  retiring  of  Moorman’s  battery,  was  left 
alone  to  eontend  with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Man- 
fully these  gallant  men  maintained  the  unequal  conflict  until  their 
severe  losses  disabled  them  from  using  but  a single  piece;  even  then, 
with  one  single  piece,  they  firmly  held  their  ground  and  continued  to 
pour  a deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  line  until,  seeing  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  the  contest,  I ordered  them  to  cease  firing  until  I could  get 
more  guns  in  action. 

It  was  now  3 p.  m.  We  had  been  fighting  since  11.30  a.  m.,  and  still 
the  enemy  continued  to  pour  volley  after  volley  upon  us  from  their 
whole  line.  Another  battery  was  soon  ordered  up,  and  again  the  gal- 
lant Pegram  opened  with  his  single  gun,  himself  assisting  to  work  it. 
Still  the  superior  number  and  caliber  of  the  enemy’s  guns  enabled  him 
to  pour  a continuous  and  galling  fire  upon  our  artillerists  and  keep  the 
skirt  of  woods  in  which  my  men  lay  wrapt  in  a sheet  of  flame  and  hail 
from  their  immense  shells. 

Again  our  few  guns  were  silenced,  and  I rode  from  the  scene  con- 
vinced that  with  the  small  force  at  our  command  further  demonstrations 
against  the  enemy  in  his  stronghold  were  utterly  futile  and  highly  im- 
l)roper.  These  views  I urged  upon  General  Armistead,  w^ho  entirely 
concurred  in  oi)iuion  with  me  and  ordered  the  firing  to  cease.  I imme- 
diately reformed  the  shattered  fragments  of  my  brigade,  at  least  that 
I)ortion  of  it  not  already  in  advance  in  the  hollow  in  the  field. 

I regret  to  state  that  in  reforming  I was  unable  to  find  the  Twenty- 
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second  Georgia  Regiment  or  its  commander,  Col.  R.  H.  Jones.  After 
a long  search  and  considerable  delay  I discovered  Colonel  Jones  ap- 
proaching from  the  rear,  where  he  had  been  some  mile  or  more,  without 
my  assent,  knowledge,  or  approval.  He  had  received  a slight  scratch 
in  the  face  from  a fragment  of  shell,  left  his  command,  and  retired  to 
the  rear.  I ordered  him  to  collect  his  regiment  and  form  on  the  left  of 
the  First  Louisiana  Regiment.  This  he  failed  to  do,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent severe  fighting  which  occurred  that  afternoon  no  portion  of  that 
regiment  w^as  engaged  except  the  small  number  who,  under  MaJ.  Josi‘ph 
Wasden,  had  in  the  first  advance  got  over  into  the  hollow  in  the  field. 

Major-General  Magruder  came  on  the  field  about  4 o’clock,  and,  as- 
suming command,  directed  the  future  movements  of  my  brigade.  I 
was  ordered  by  him  to  advance,  supported  by  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone’s  brigade,  upon  the  enemy’s  right,  and  charge  upon  the  enemy’s 
batteries.  This  movement  was  to  be  simultaneous  with  an  advance 
upon  the  enemy’s  left  and  center.  I immediately  took  my  brigade 
around  by  a flank  movement  to  the  right,  and  by  filing  to  the  left 
under  the  edge  of  the  bluff  got  it  in  line  in  the  hollow  already  occu- 
pied by  the  Fourth  Georgia  and  portions  of  the  Twenty-second  and  Third 
Georgia.  Here  I formed  my  line,  the  Fourth  Georgia  upon  the  right, 
the  First  Louisiana  and  a few  of  the  Twenty- second  Georgia,  under 
Major  Wasden,  in  the  center,  and  the  Third  Georgia  on  the  left.  I had 
lost  a few  men  wounded  getting  into  this  position,  and  the  enemy,  de- 
tecting the  movement,  opened  a furious  fire  upon  us,  but  my  gallant 
soldiers  lay  quietly  upon  their  faces,  ready  and  eager  for  the  order  to 
advance. 

At  4.45  o’clock  I received  an  order  from  General  Magruder,  through 
Capt.  Henry  Bryan,  one  of  his  staff,  to  advance  immediately  and 
charge  the  enemy’s  batteries.  No  other  troops  had  yet  come  upon  the 
field.  I ordered  my  men  forward,  and  springing  before  them  led  my 
brigade,  less  than  1,000  men,  against  a force  I knew  to  be  superior  in 
the  ratio  of  at  least  twenty  to  one.  Onward  we  pressed,  wai  rnly  and 
strongly  supported  by  General  Mahone’s  brigade,  under  a murderous 
fire  of  shot,  shell,  canister,  and  musketry.  At  every  step  my  brave 
men  fell  around  me,  but  the  survivors  pressed  on  until  we  had  reached 
a hollow  about  300  yards  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  right. 
Here  I perceived  that  a strong  force  of  infantry  had  been  sent  forward 
on  our  left  by  the  enemj^  with  a view  of  flanking  and  cutting  us  off 
from  our  support,  now  more  than  1,000  yards  in  our  rear.  I immedi- 
ately threw  the  left  of  the  Third  Georgia  Regiment  a little  back  along 
the  upper  margin  of  the  hollow,  and  suddenly  changing  [the]  front  of 
this  regiment,  poured  a galling  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  he  returned 
with  spirit,  aided  by  a fearful  direct  and  cross-fire  from  his  batt(‘ries. 
Here  the  contest  raged  with  varying  suc(iess  for  more  than  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour  j finally  the  line  of  the  enemy  was  broken  and  he  gave 
way  in  great  disorder. 

In  the  mean  time  my  front,  supported  by  General  Mahone,  had  been 
subjected  to  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  and  had  begun  to 
waver,  and  I feared  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  Just  at  this 
moment  firing  was  heard  far  away  on  our  left,  and  soon  we  saw  our 
columns  advancing  upon  the  enemy’s  ceiiter.  TJiis  diverted  a portion 
of  the  enemy’s  fire  from  us,  and  I succeeded  in  keeping  my  men  steady. 
We  had  now  approached  to  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
advanced  batteries,  and  again  I gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was 
obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  rushed  forward  up  the  side 
of  the  hill,  under  the  brow  of  which  we  had  been  for  some  time  halted. 
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and  dashiug  over  the  hill  reached  another  hollow  or  ravine  immediately 
ill  front  of  and^  as  it  were,  under  the  enemy’s  guns.  This  ravine  was 
occupied  by  a line  of  Yankee  infantry,  posted  there  to  })rotect  their 
batteries.  U})on  this  we  rushed  with  such  irni^etuosity  that  the  enemy 
broke  in  great  disorder  and  fled. 

During  this  little  engagement  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  front  of  us, 
and  to  which  we  had  approached  within  a few  rods,  were  moved  otf 
around  and  behind  tlie  barn  and  stables  which  stood  [onj  the  side  of 
the  hill,  and  were  again  put  in  position  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  just 
in  front  of  Crew’s  house.  But  for  our  encountering  the  infantry  of 
the  enemy  in  the  ravine  we  should  have  certainly  captured  this  bat- 
tery, but  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  fight  there  enabled  them  to  move 
off  their  guns  to  a safer  and  better  position.  Tlie  firing  had  now  be- 
come general  along  the  left  and  center  of  our  line,  and  night  setting  in, 
it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe. 

Several  of  my  command  were*  killed  by  our  own  friends,  who  had 
come  up  on  our  immediate  left,  and  who  commenced  firing  long  before 
they  came  within  range  of  the  enemy.  This  tiring  upon  us  from  our 
friends,  together  with  the  increasing  darkness,  made  our  position  jiecu- 
liarly  hazardous;  but  I determined  to  maintain  it  at  all  hazax’ds  as  long 
as  a man  should  be  left  to  fire  a gun.  The  fire  was  terrific  now  beyond 
anything  1 had  ever  witnessed — indeed,  the  hideous  shrieking  of  shells 
through  the  dusky  gloom  of  closing  night,  the  whizziug  of  bullets,  the 
loud  and  incessant  roll  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  were  enough  to 
make  the  stoutest  heart  quail.  Still  my  shattered  little  command,  now 
reduced  to  less  than  300,  with  about  an  equal  number  of  (leneral 
Mahone’s  brigade,  held  our  x^osition  under  the  veiy  muzzles  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  and  poured  volley  after  volley  with  murderous  x^recision 
into  their  serried  ranks.  ^ 

Night  had  now  thrown  her  black  pall  over  the  entire  field,  and  the 
firing  ceased  except  from  a few  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  which  continued 
at  intervals  to  throw  shell  and  grape  around  the  entire  (fircuit  of  the 
field.  Our  forces  had  all  retired  and  left  us  (Mahone  and  myself)  alone 
with  our  little  baud  to  dispute  the  x^ossession  of  the  field  with  the  inso- 
lent but  well-chastised  foe.  Upon  consultation  we  determined  to  re- 
main w^here  we  were,  now  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
and  if  any  of  the  foe  should  be  left  when  morning  dawned  to  give  him 
battle  again.  We  had  lost  too  many  valuable  lives  to  give  up  the 
decided  advantage  which  we  had  won  from  the  enemy. 

Just  at  this  time  a x^ortion  of  Colonel  Eamseur’s  North  Carolina 
regiment,  having  got  lost  uxiou  the  field,  was  hailed  by  me  and  ordered 
to  fall  in  with  my  brigade.  A strong  picket  was  advanced  all  around 
our  isolated  x^osition,  and  the  wearied,  hungr^^  soldiers  threw  them- 
selves upon  the  earth  to  snatch  a few  hours’  rest.  Detachments  were 
ordered  to  search  for  water  and  administer  to  our  poor  wounded  men, 
w’liose  piercing  cries  rent  the  air  in  every  direction.  Soon  the  enemy 
were  seen  Avith  lanterns  busily  engaged  in  moving  their  killed  and 
wounded,  and  friend  and  foe  freely  mingled  on  that  gloomy  night  in 
administering  to  the  Avants  of  Avouuded  and  dying  comrades. 

After  getting  our  disposition  made  for  the  night  I wrote  a disxiatch 
to  General  Magruder  informing  him  of  what  I had  done  and  my  xireseut 
condition,  asking  tliat  my  Avorn-out  and  exhausted  men  might  be  re- 
lieved. Again  at  daylight  I renewed  the  application. 

kkirly  on  the  morning  of  July  2 General  EavoU  rode  uxioii  the  field, 
and,  coming  to  the  x)osition  Avhere  my  men  lay,  I reported  to  him  and 
was  relieved  from  further  Avatching  on  the  field,  and  immediately  col- 
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lected  my  shattered  force  on  the  JJarbytowu  road  about  IJ  miles  from 
the  battle-held. 

The  enemy,  as  soon  as  night  had  set  in,  began  to  move,  and  all  night 
long  his  columns  were  slowly  moving  from  the  held.  When  morning 
dawned  all  his  vast  force  had  left  excepting  a squadron  of  cavalry  and 
a small  force  of  infantry,  about  one  regiment.  These,  too,  as  soon  as 
daylight  had  well  opened,  began  their  retreat  down  the  river  without 
pursuit. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  severe,  amounting  to  55  killed, 
243  wounded,  and  04  missing.  I have  no  means  for  determining  the 
loss  of  the  enemy,  though  I am  satished  it  was  very  heavy. 

All  the  ofhcers  and  men  of  my  command,  except,  as  I have  already 
stated,  of  the  Twenty-second  Georgia  Eegiment,  behaved  well.  My 
loss  of  officers  Avas  A’ery  heav3",  including  Maj.  John  E.  Sturges,  com- 
manding Third  Georgia  Eegiment,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  In  the  fall  of  this  young 
officer  the  regiment  which  he  commanded  has  sustained  an  irreparable 
loss  and  the  country  loses  one  of  its  most  deserving  and  comi)etent 
officers. 

I am  again  called  ni)on  to  acknowledge  the  A'aluable  services  of  my 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  V.  J.  13.  Girardey,  during  the  pro- 
tracted movements  of  my  brigade. 

Inclosed  I forward  a detailed  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  A'cry  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  AVEIGHT, 

Brig.  Gen.y  Comdg.  Third  Brigade.,  Rugerh  Division. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  8.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Huger'^s  Division. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  oe  Division, 

July  16,  1862. 

Ees])ec t ful ly  for w arded . 

I fully  concur  in  the  commendations  General  Wright  makes  on  the 
conduct  of  Col.  George  Doles,  and  can  bear  witness  to  his  continued 
attention  to  his  duties  as  Avell  as  his  gallantry  in  action.  It  is  also 
proper  to  state  that  Captain  Grimes  returned  to  the  field  and  removed 
such  of  his  pieces  as  he  was  unable  to  take  off  at  first  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  horses. 

BEXJ.  HUGEE, 

Major- General. 


No.  314. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frank  Huger,  Company  D,  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  of 
the  engagement  at  Kingh  School- House,  or  Oak  Grove. 

Artillery  Camp, 

Near  llichrnond,  Va.,  July  17,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
proceeded  on  the  morning  of  June  25  to  relieve  Captain  Maurin,  Don- 
aldsonville  Artillery,  then  stationed  at  the  intrenchment  immediately 
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on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  While  getting  into  position 
heavy  firing  of  infantry  commenced  in  the  woods  in  front,  and  one  of  my 
horses  was  there  killed.  '• 

About  12  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Wright,  I proceeded 
with  the  second  section  of  the  battery  (Lieutenant  [Joseph  D.]  Moore)  to 
the  extreme  right  of  the  line  to  report  to  Colonel  Doles,  Fourth  Georgia 
Volunteers,  who  directed  that  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  King’s  School- 
House  should  be  shelled,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force 
of  the  enemy. 

About  3 p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  a few  pieces  down  the  Williams- 
burg road  and  opened  a very  annoying  fire  upon  our  lines. 

At  5 p.  m.  I proceeded,  by  order  of  General  Wright,  with  the  first 
section  (Lieutenant  Tilghman)  to  a point  of  woods  about  300  yards  from 
the  Yankee  batteiy,  and  soon  after  opening  fire  caused  them  to  retii-e 
rapidly.  Conducted  by  yourself  the  battery  was  advanced  nearly  to 
the  position  occupied  by  that  of  the  enemy — indeed,  in  advance  of  our 
pickets  on  the  right  of  the  road  ; but  it  then  being  nearly  dark,, wo  re- 
turned to  the  works. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  handsomely,  and  it  is  a source  of  much 
gratification  that  I have  no  casualties  to  report,  though  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire.  ,,, 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ’ , 

FKANK  nUGEK, 

Captain  Company  D,  Light  Artillery  Service,. 

Col.  J.  A.  DE  Lagnel, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Huger^s  Division.  . : * 


No.  315.  ' \ . 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Armistead^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade,  of  operations  June  2i)-July  1,  including  the  engagement  at 
Kiiufs  School- House,  or  Oah  Grove,  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill.  , 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Huger’s  Division,  ' ’ 

July  14,  1862.^ 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  orders  dated  Headquarters  Department 
Northern  Virginia,  July  10,  1862,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

June  25,  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Huger’s  division,  was  posted  about  5 
miles  from  Bichmond,  between  the  Eichmond  and  York  River  Railroad 
and  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  brigade  occupied  rifle  pits  in  the  mar- 
gin of  the  woods  from  the  railroad  to  the  Williamsburg  road.  In.  front 
an  open  field  extended  along  the  line  three-quarters  of  a mile  wide  to 
another  belt  of  woods.  The  Ninth  and  Fifty-tliird  Regiments  and  Fifth 
Battalion  were  thrown  out  as  pickets  in  the  woods  in  front  of  the  field, 
with  the  Third  Georgia,  of  General  Wright’s  brigade,  as  a reserve. 
Engaged  the  enemy  at  10  a.  m. ; enemy  bi  force  j Fourteenth  aj id 
Thirty-eighth  sent  in  to  support  the  line,  which  was  maintained.  Later 
the  Fourteenth  and  Thirty-eighth  ordered  to  occupy  the  advanced  line, 
with  the  Ninth,  Fifty-third,  and  Fifth  Battalion  as  reserve  j.  Third 
Georgia  in  rifle  pits. 

Loss  on  our  side  : One  killed  (private),  1 wounded  (lieutenant),  2 miss- 
ing. Loss  of  eneni}' unknown.  . , . 
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Prisoners  taken  and  sent  to  General  Wright’s  headquarters  : One  cap- 
tain, 1 sergeant,  9 privates. 

June  26,  the  Third  Georgia  at  5 p.  m.  relieved  the  Fourteenth  and 
Thirty-eighth  Virginia.  The  Fifth  Battalion,  FI  inth,  Fourteenth,  Thirty- 
eighth,  and  Fifty-third  ordered  back  to  rifle  pits. 

June  27,  the  Fifty-third  and  Ninth  relieved  the  Third  Georgia  at  4 
p.  m. ; enemy  tried  to  force  the  line  ; Fourteenth  and  Thirty-eighth  or- 
dered to  support  it;  enemy  driven  back;  General  Huger  orders  the 
woods  to  be  held  ; don’t  want  to  attack.  Number  of  men  present  in  the 
brigade  for  duty^  1,138  ; officers,  70,  exclusive  of  the  Third  Georgia. 

June  28,  at  sunrise  Fourteenth  Virginia  was  ordered  to  relieve  the 
Fifty -third,  which  came  back  to  rifle  pits;  reported  loss  7 wounded; 
Ninth  and  Fourteenth  Virginia  in  advance,  Thirty-eighth  as  reserve ; 
4 p.  m.  Fifty-seventh  Virginia  ordered  out  as  advance;  all  other  regi- 
ments back  to  rifle  pits. 

June  29,  the  Thirty-eighth  A^irginia  ordered  to  support  Fifty-seventh 
at  6.30  a.  m. 

During  the  last  five  days  there  has  been  constant  skirmishing  along 
the  line.  Sections  of  Captains  Turner’s  and  Stribling’s  artillery  com- 
panies were  in  position.  The  former  did  good  service  and  delivered  a 
very  effective  fire.  The  enemy  did  not  come  witliiii  range  of  the  guns 
of  the  latter,  who  was  ordered  not  to  fire  unless  tlie  enemy  came  into  the 
field  or  appeared  on  the  railroad.  Brigade  nioved  to  Charles  City  road; 
skirmish  engagement  between  General  Mahone’s  brigade  in  advance 
and  the  enemy;  Captain  Grimes’  artillery  company  reported  to  me. 

June  30,  moved  down  Charles  City  road.  General  Mahone  in  advance; 
engaged  the  enemy  with  artillery;  loss  in  my  brigade:  One  killed,  1 
wounded. 

July  1,  being  on  the  Charles  City  road,  betw^een  the  creek  called  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  P.  Williams’  farm,  I was  ordered  by  Major-General 
Huger,  commanding  division,  \Yifh  my  brigade  and  General  AATaght’s, 
to  pass  to  the  right  of  the  Charles  City  road  and  take  the  enemy  in 
flank.  Proceeding  in  this  direction  by  a blind  road  for  about  2 miles 
brought  me  into  the  Long  Bridge  road  near  the  point  where  General 
Longstreet  had  engaged  the  enemy  the  day  before.  1 rex)orted  to  Gen- 
eral Lee,  commanding,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  proceed  to  the  Quaker 
road  in  the  direction  of  Willis’  Church.  Proceeding,  in  obedience  to 
this  order,  for  about  a mile  through  the  woods  around  Mrs.  E.  Garth- 
right’s  farm,  I met  with  (laptaiii  Talcott,  the  commanding  general’s 
aide,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  near.  This  [was]  about  12 
m.  1 immediately  threw  out  the  necessary  pickets  and  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  took  a position  with  the  riglit  of  my  brigade  in  a ravine  near 
the  edge  of  the  woods  skirting  Crew’s  farm  on  that  side. 

By  a reconnaissance,  made  first  by  Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds,  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Virginia,  and  soon  after  verified  by  General  Wright  and  myself 
(a  sketch  of  which,  made  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  was  sent  by  me  to  the 
commanding  general),  I found  tliat  the  enemy  were  in  large  force  Jiear 
and  around  Crew’s  house,  and  that  the  hill  in  front  of  the  ravine  we 
occupied  was  a good  position  for  artillery.  It  was  asked  for,  and  Cap- 
tains Pegram’s  and  Grimes’  batteries  were  sent.  The  enemy’s  pickets 
were  handsomely  driven  in  to  ])repare  for  onr  artillery.  They  were 
under  the  command  of  Lient.  Col.  M.  F.  T.  Evans,  Fourteenth  Virginia, 
the  senior  officer. 

The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  had  opened  fire  about  1 p.  m.  The  fire 
was  a terrible  one,  and  the  men  stood  it  well.  The  enemy  must  have 
had  thirty  or  forty  pieces  opposed  to  ours  and  of  superior  caliber,  No 
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men  could  have  behaved  better  than  Captains  Pegram  and  Grimes ; they 
worked  their  guns  after  their  men  were  cut  down,  and  only  retired  when 
entirely  disabled.  I sent  for  more  artillery  rei)eated]3\  One  officer 
reported  to  me  whose  name  I have  unfortunatelj'  forgot,  but  Avhat  1 
wanted  never  arrived  5 that  is,  more  guns  and  heavier  ones. 

About  3 p.  m.  General  Longstreet  came  where  I was,  to  whom  I made 
known  my  wants,  and  he  promised  to  let  me  have  what  I required.  If 
sent,  I never  saw^  or  heard  of  them.  Shortly  after  this  the  enemy  ap- 
proached with  a heavy  body  of  skirmishers.  I ordered  the  Thirty- 
eighth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifty-third  Virginia  Eegiments,  of  my  brigade, 
to  drive  them  back,  which  they  did  in  handsome  style.  In  their  ardor 
they  went  too  far,  but  fortunately  gained  some  protection  by  a wave  of 
the  ground  between  our  position  and  that  of  the  enemy.  I was  thinking 
of  the  best  way  to  withdraw  them  and  of  the  practicability  of  charging 
the  enemy’s  battery,  but  another  view  of  the  ground  and  the  distance, 
three-fourths  ot  a mile,  determined  me  in  the  opinion  that  it  w^as  folly 
to  attempt  it,  unless  there  could  be  a simultaneous  charge  made  on  the 
right  and  left. 

About  this  time  (somewhere  betw^een  4 and  5 p.  m.)  General  Magru- 
der  came  to  where  I wms,  assumed  command,  and  gave  orders  for  a 
charge,  my  three  regiments  being  still  in  advance  of  Generals  Mi\- 
hone’s  and  Wright’s  brigades  (which  came  up  immediately  upon  my 
right)  j following  my  three  regiments  came  General  Cobb’s  brigade, 
and  soon  after  the  Ninth  and  Fifty-third  Virginia,  of  m3'  brigade,  ami 
these  b3'  the  Fifty-seventh  Virginia,  same  brigade.  The  enemy’s  fire 
ceased  soon  after  dark.  M3'  brigade  remained  on  the  field  until  the 
next  morning,  and  retired  b3'  permission  to  drier  ground. 

For  the  time  I wms  in  command  I have  to  thank  General  Wright  for 
his  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance.  He  exi)oses  himself  unneces- 
sarily ; the  countr3'  cannot  afford  to  lose  him. 

To  Colonel  Edmonds  and  Maj.  Joseiffi  E.  Cabell,  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Virginia,  and  to  Col.  J.  G.  Hoilges  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Evans,  of 
the  Fourteenth  Virginia,  m3'  thanks  are  due.  Others  may  equally  merit 
them,  I do  not  doubt  it,  but  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  man  to  see 
everything  on  a battle-field.  I am  certainly  pleased  with  the  conduct 
of  my  brigade  on  the  1st  instant,  although  there  were  some  few^  who  did 
not  behave  w^ell. 

My  staff  officers — Capt.  J.  W.  Pegram,  assistant  adjutant  general ; 
Lieut.  J.  D.  Darden,  aide-de-camp  5 Lieut.  W.  L.  Eandolph,  ordnance 
officer,  and  m3'  volunteer  aides,  Lieut.  John  Dunlop  and  the  Eev.  J.  E. 
Joyner,  chaidain  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Virginia — did  all  that  men  could 
do  and  did  it  w'ell.  Lieutenant  Dunloi)  was  especiall3'  much  exposed  in 
carrying  orders. 

Lieut.  E.  T.  Daniel,  jr.,  adjutant  of  the  Fifth  Kentuclqv,  reported  f o 
me  on  the  27th  ultimo  as  volunteer  aide ; he  rendered  valuable  service 
in  a bold  reconnaissance,  and  for  his  subsequent  gallant  conduct  1 have 
to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Major  Cabell,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia,  and 
for  the  meritorious  conduct  of  man3"  others  I resi)ectfully  refer  3'ou  to 
the  respective  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders. 

1 w'ould  also  mention  the  good  conduct  of  one  of  1113"  clerks.  Private 
A.  S.  Darden,  of  Upshaw’s  Eandolph  Dragoons ; he  w'as  with  me  all 
the  time. 

M3'  brigade  remained  in  camp  until  the  3d  instant,  about  10  or  11  a. 
m.  1 was  then  ordered  to  report  to  General  Longstreet,  near  Temx)er- 
ance  Hall,  about  3 miles  from  8hirle3',  nearly  o])posite  the  mouth  of  the 
Apx)omattox.  On  the  road  I received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet 
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to  report  to  General  A.  P.  Hill,  which  1 did  that  evening  (3d)  and  remained 
subject  [to]  his  orders  until  the  11th  instant,  when  I rejoined  my  divis- 
ion at  this  ])lace. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders 
of  the  parts  taken  by  them  in  the  engagement  of  July  1;  copies  of 
reports  of  skirmishes  on  the  25th  and  27th  ultimo  (originals  previously 
forwarded),  Avith  lists  of  casualties.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ‘ 

L.  A.  AKMISTEAD, 

Brigadier -General. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Huger^s  Division. 


No.  316.  ’ 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  S.  Gilliam,  Ninth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Frazier’s  Farm, 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1 beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  the 
Ninth  Virginia  llegiment  during  the  battle  of  July  1: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 we  left  the  Charles  City  road  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  and  arrived  about  10  a.  m.  at  this  farm.  We  Avere  first  left 
to  guard  the  road  to  prevent  a flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  for 
tAvo  hours  were  exposed  to  a most  appalling  and  incessant  artillery  fire, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  terror  of  its  rage,  my  oflicers  and  men  behaA^ed 
Avith  great  coolness  and  gallantry. 

About  5 o’clock  Ave  were  ordered  to  change  our  position  and  take 
post  in  rear  of  and  to  support  an  artillery  battery,  and  in  about  thirty 
minutes  after  we  Avere  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy’s  battery,  support- 
ing Cobb’s  brigade;  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  no  regiment  e\w 
charged  Avith  more  impetuosity — on  they  went  with  utmost  speed  amid 
the  deadly  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Having  a force  to  our  front 
interfering  Avith  our  fire,  we,  by  an  oblique  to  the  right,  came  AAithin 
good  musket-range  of  the  0])posing  lines  of  tlie  enemy  and  poured  in 
upon  them  volley  after  volley  until  night  closed  the  scene. 

Where  all  behaved  so  aa'cII  the  mention  of  individual  acts  might  seem 
to  be  iiiAidious;  but  justice  demands  that  I should  call  your  attention 
to  the  acts  of  Capt.  J.  T.  Kilby,  Company  1,  avIio,  amid  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  seized  a flag  of  some  regiment  that  had  been  broken  and  tried 
to  rally  its  scattered  remnant's  and  bring  them  against  the  foe,  and 
while  thus  acting  the  flag-staff  Avas  shot  from  his  hand.  Of  Capt. 
James  J.  Phillips,  Avho,  after  our  eolor-bearer  Avas  shot  doAAUi  and  its 
guard  scattered,  presei*ved  the  colors  of  liis  regiment  and  saAnd  from 
the  dishonor  of  leaAing  its  colors  on  the  field  and  restored  them,  still 
to  Avave  in  their  proper  place.  Of  Lieut.  James  F.  Crocker,  adjutant 
of  the  Ninth  liegiment,  Avho  received  scAxral  severe,  if  not  mortal, 
Avonnds  in  braA'ely  leading  the  regiment  in  front  of  its  colors,  encourag- 
ing the  men  by  his  bold  and  gallant  bearing.  And  I might,  indeed. 
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mention  every  officer  on  the  field  as  having  done  their  duty  nobly,  not 
only  in  this  fight,  but  in  all  the  hard  duty  that  we  have  had  to  undergo 
for  the  last  thirty  days. 

In  closing  my  report  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  we 
have  to  number  among  our  fallen  brave  the  names  of  Oapt,  Dennis 
Vermillion,  Company  K,  and  Second  Lieut.  0.  M.  Dozier,  of  Company, 
I.  These  brave,  gallant  officers  fell  bravely  fighting  for  their  liomes 
and  firesides,  martyrs  to  vandal  tyranny;  but  a grateful  country  will 
cherish  their  sacrifice  and  preserve  their  memory. 

Below  you.  will  please  find  a duplicate  report  of  the  casualties  of  my 
regiment*  which  you  will  discover  to  be  quite  large,  since  [it]  carried 
not  to  exceed  150  elfective  fighting  men  on  the  field. 

Believing  that  my  regiment  did  its  duty  faithfully,  I cherish  the  hope 
that  we  shall  receive  your  kind  approval. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  GILLIAM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Comdg.  Ninth  Virginia  Regiment. 

Brigadier-General  Armistead, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 


' 1:^0.317.  • 

Report  of  Col.  James  Gregory  Hodges Fourteenth  Virginia  Infantry.^  of 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Beoiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field^  7iear  Richmond^  Fu.,  July  10,  1862. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  Fourteenth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, mnder  my  com- 
mand, in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  July  1 : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day  the  regiment,  with  the  others  of 
the  same  brigade,  was  posted  in  a ravine  opposite  to  the  position  held 
by  the  enemy,  and  one-half  of  the  regiment  was  thrown  forward  to  the 
edge  of  the  field  between  us  and  the  enemy  as  skirmishers. 

About  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  skirmishers  v ere  ordered  for- 
ward to  drive  in  the  enemy’s  pickets,  so  that  our  artillery  could  be 
placed  in  position,  and  that  iiortiou  of  the  regiment  Avhich  had  been 
held  in  reserve  was  ordered  forward  to  their  support.  As  soon  as  the 
men  were  seen  by  the  enemy  a terrific  fire  of  artilleiy  was  opened  upon 
them  by  the  enemy  from  their  guns,  which  were  in  position  about  half 
a mile  oft’,  commanding  nearly  the  whole  field.  The  men  rushed  for- 
ward, firing  upon  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  driving  them  before  them, 
continuing  to  advance  until  they  found  shelter  from  the  enemy’s  fire  in 
a ravine  about  midway  from  the  position  formerly  held  and  the  enemy’s 
batteries. 

Soon  after  passing  over  the  crest  of  the  first  hill  Lieut.  Col.  M.  F.  T. 
Evans  was  disabled  by  a wound,  and  I was  knocked  down  and  burnt  by 
a shell  exploding  near  me,  rendering  me  incapable  of  going  forward 
with  my  men. 

In  passing  over  the  hill  my  regiment  suffered  severely.  Among  those 
killed  I cannot  fail  to  mention  Capt.  Charles  Bruce,  whose  conduct  was 
worthy  of  all  praise.  ^ 
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The  reginieut  remained  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  during  the  whole 
battle,  and  went  forward  in  the  charge  each  time  an  effort  was  made  to 
take  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Capts.  W.  W.  T.  Oogbill,  Eichard  Logan,  jr.,  and  P. 
Poindexter,  who  acted  during  the  whole  day  with  great  coolness  and 
bravery. 

We  lost  12  killed  and  57  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  GEEGORY  HODGES, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Virginia  Regiment. 

Oapt.  J.  D.  Darden, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  318. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  C.  Edmonds.,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry.,  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  mil. 

Headquarters  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Regiment, 

September  30,  1862. 

Sir  : The  inclosed  report  of  the  part  sustained  by  my  regiment  in 
the  action  at  Malvern  Hill  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  adjutant- 
general  of  Armistead’s  brigade  August  15,  when  at  Falling  Creek,  to 
be  forwarded,  which  he  has  failed  to  do  until  this  time.  1 have  with- 
drawn it  this  morning,  that  it  may  be  forwarded  through  you. 

Most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  EDMONDS, 

Colonel,  Thirty -eighth  Virginia  Regiment. 

Captain  Winn, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Anderso7i'’s  Division. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

Hdqrs.  Armistead’s  Brigade,  Anderson’s  Division, 

September  30,  1862. 

There  had  been  one  rejiort  of  the  part  sustained  by  the  Thirty-eighth 
made  and  forwarded.  The  accompanying  one  was  received  by  me  the 
day  previous  to  marching  from  Falling  Creek.  The  report  has  never 
been  read  by  me,  other  things  having  occupied  my  time.  Respectfully 
forwarded. 

L.  A.  ARMISTEAD, 

' Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Regt.  Virginia  Volunteers, 

August  15,  1862. 

Sir  : I respectfully  petition  that  my  report  of  the  engagement  of 
July  1 be  filed  with  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Armistead,  as 
I consider  the  one  furnished  by  Maj.  Joseph  R.  Cabell  to  be  imperfect 
in  many  particulars.  Besides,  he  signs  himself  ‘‘Major,  commanding 
Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,”  which  may  be  construed 
into  his  having  commanded  the  regiment  on  that  occasion,  when  both 
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Lieut.  Col.  P.  B.  Whittle  and  myself  were  present.  I have  been  pre- 
vented by  sickness  from  furnishing  tj^e  report  at  an  earlier  date. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  EDMONDS, 

Colonel  Thirty -eighth  Virginia  Regiment. 

fCol.]  E.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Thiety-eiohth  Eeht.  Virginia  Volunteers, 

August  15,  1802. 

Sir  : Having  been  absent  for  some  weeks  after  the  engagement  at 
Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  the  last  of  the  series  of  battles  around  Eichmond, 
on  account  of  sickness,  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  my  regiment  acted  on  that  occasion,  and  respectfully  request 
that  it  be  filed  with  the  report  of  the  general  commanding,  as  I con- 
sider the  report  furnished  by  Maj.  Joseph  E.  Cabell  incomplete  in  many 
liarticulars : 

My  regiment  (the  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Volunteers)  formed  the  ad- 
vance of  Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Armistead’s  brigade.  General  HugePs  divis- 
ion, which  was  the  leading  brigade  on  that  day.  We  proceeded  cau- 
tiously, feeling  our  way  and  reconnoitering  diligently  to  prevent  falling 
unexpectedly  upon  the  enemy,  who  might  have  been  in  ambush  in 
many  of  the  swamps  and  thick  woods  through  which  we  had  to  pass. 
Coming  to  the  woods  fronting  Malvern  Hill  we  soon  became  aware 
of  his  presence,  when  we  were  formed  in  the  woods  opposite  his  posi- 
tion, and  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each  regiment  to  feel  the  en- 
emy’s skirmishers  and  learn  somewhat  the  strength  of  his  position  and 
numbers,  my  skirmishers  being  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Joseph  E. 
Cabell. 

The  skirmishers  soon  engaged  the  enemy,  each  holding  his  x)Osition. 
no  orders  as  yet  having  been  given  to  advance.  During  the  skirmish, 
ing  General  Armistead  and  myself  reconnoitered  the  iiosition  of  the 
enemy  from  a good  stand-point,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a strong  glass 
readily  detected  his  presence  in  force  and  the  advantages  of  his  position- 

Major-Generals  Magruder  and  Longstreet  came  uxi  in  turn  and  ob- 
served the  enemy  from  the  several  points  to  which  1 conducted  them, 
and  left  perfectly  satisfied,  as  I supposed,  of  the  impossibility  of  charg- 
ing them  from  the  position  which  our  advance  (Armistead’s  brigade) 
held,  unless  supported  by  a large  amount  of  artillery,  as  Maj’or-General 
Magruder  remarked  it  would  require  thirty  pieces  of  the  heaAuest 
caliber.  This  I supposed  had  been  determined  u^ion,  as  the  colonels 
commanding  the  regiments  were  immediately  ordered  to  imll  down  the 
fencing  in  their  front,  preparatory  to  advancing  our  skirmishers,  sup- 
ported by  the  regimental  reserves,  so  as  to  force  back  the  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers, with  a view  of  bringing  up  our  artillery.  So  soon  as  the  fenc- 
ing was  removed  the  order  was  given  to  drive  in  the  enemy,  which 
was  being  done  in  the  most  successful  manner,  when  I received  an 
order,  or  rather  General  Armistead,  with  hat  off  and  arm  uplifted,  or- 
dered us  to  charge ; where  and  ujion  what  I was  at  a loss  to  imagine. 
It  could  not  have  been  to  sui)X)ort  our  skirmishers ; they  needed  none, 
for  they  were  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  before  them.  It  could  only 
then  have  been  the  main  position  of  the  enemy  ui)on  which  we  were  to 
charge.  The  charge  was  made  most  gallantly  by  my  regiment  and  a 
portion  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifty-third  Virginia  Eegiments,  under 
' the  lead  of  their  resx)ective  colonels,  up  the  hill,  across  the  extensive 
plateau,  and  through  the  valley,  until  we  arrived  at  the  hill  nearest 
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the  position  of  the  enemy.  We  were  here  supported  by  a Georgia 
regiment,  which,  having  charged  under  mistaken  orders,  soon  returned 
to  their  original  position  with  General  Wright’s  brigade.  Thus  it  was 
that  my  regiment,  with  a part  of  the  Fourteenth  Virginia,  under  the 
commaud  of  a captain,  [and]  a part  of  the  Fifty-third,  Colonel  Tomlin, 
held  this  advauced  position  for  three  hours  awaiting  orders.  Receiving 
none,  I sent  Major  Cabell  to  General  Armistead  asking  orders,  who 
returned  with  instructions  that  we  must  hold  our  position,  and  that 
re-enforcements  would  soon  be  at  hand.  I am  proud  to  say  we  did 
hold  our  position  through  all  the  storm  of  bullets,  canister,  grape, 
[and]  shell,  with  occasioual  shells  from  the  huge  pieces  playing  upon 
us  from  the  gunboats,  until  we  saw.  the  gallant  Wright,  with  hat  off 
and  glittering  blade,  leading  his  brigade  across  the  hill  to  our  support. 

Rew  life  was  infused  among  those  wearied  with  watching  and  wait- 
ing ; every  man  was  at  his  post ; loud  shouts  of  welcome  rent  the  air ; 
all  sprang  to  their  feet,  feeling  certain  of  victory  with  such  a support. 
Being  the  ranking  colonel  of  the  brigade  (Colonel  Hodges  being 
stunned  and  having  his  beard  singed  by  the  exidosioii  of  a shell  when 
just  emerging  from  the  wood).  General  Armistead  being  absent,  I 
gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  most  gallantly  performed  by  all 
engaged.  Again  leading,  closely  followed  by  General  Wright’s  bri- 
gade until  we  reached  the  musket-range  of  the  enemy’s  supports  to 
Ids  artillery,  where  the  tire  from  both  became  so  galling  a momentary 
pause  ensued.  Six  times  was  the  attempt  made  to  charge  the  batteries 
by  the  regiments  of  Armistead’s  brigade  (just  mentioned)  and  as  many 
times  did  they  fail  for  want  of  support  on  the  left,  involving  the  ne- 
cessity of  falling  back  a short  distance  under  the  cover  of  the  brow  of 
the  hill. 

Every  man  behaved  most  nobly  on  that  occasion;  all,  officers  and 
men,  heedless  of  the  deadly  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  seemed 
intent  upon  gaining  the  enemy’s  position. 

I have  the  painful  duty  to  announce  the  loss  of  my  color-sergeant 
(L.  P.  H.  Tarpley),  first  color-corporal  (Cornelius  Gilbert),  and  Private 
Parker,  of  Company  F,  who  fell  upon  the  field  while  bearing  the 
colors  in  advance  of  the  regiment  during  the  charges  made.  Color- 
Corporals  Watkins,  Burlington,  and  Gregory  were  severely  wounded 
each  in  turn  as  they  grasped  the  colors.  They  were  then  seized  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Whittle,  who  was  badly  wounded  and  compelled 
to  retire.  Captain  Daniel  (volunteer  officer,  commanding  Company  F) 
then  took  them,  and  he,  too,  fell  severely  wounded  in  three  places,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field.  I then  took  them  for  a while,  and  when  in 
the  act  of  handing  them  over  to  the  only  remaining  color  guard,  who 
claimed  the  right  to  carry  them,  the  staff  was  shattered,  the  flag  falling, 
but  not  upon  the  ground ; it  was  caught  by  Color  Corpl.  William  M. 
Bohannon,  who  stuck  it  upon  his  bayonet  and  gallantly  bore  it  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fight. 

1 beg  to  mention  i)articularly  all  of  my  color  guard  as  deserving  the 
highest  commendation,  and  would  recommend  that  some  distinctive 
badge  be  given  them.  I also  desire  to  return  my  thanks  to  Lieut.  Col. 
P.  B.  Whittle,  who  acted  his  part  most  gallantly,  proving  himself  worthy 
ofLhe  position  he  held,  daring  all  things,  fearing  nothing. 

Volunteer  Capt.  R.  T.  Daniel  i)erformed  every  duty  in  the  most  cred- 
itable manner,  though  among  strangers.  His  deeds  won  their  confidence 
and  respect  and  attested  his  gallantry.  I observed  him  particularly 
when  waving  the  colors  and  urging  the  men  forward,  not  a muscle  or 
nerve  betraying  a want  of  firmness ; calmness  and  composure  was  ex-. 
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pressed  in  every  lineament  of  his  countenance,  and  there  stood  like  a 
veteran  until  pierced  three  times  by  the  enemy’s  balls.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  this  brave  young  officer,  who  thus  showed  his  willing- 
ness to  serve  his  country  and  determination  to  expel  the  enemies  of  her 
])eace  and  dignity. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  Company  A,  commanded  by  Capt.  D.  C. 
Townes  p Company  B,  Junior  Second  Lieut.  James  P.  Warren j Com- 
pany C,  First  Lieut.  A.  Anderson;  Company  D,  First  Lieut.  N.  I). 
Price;  Company  E,  Capt.  T.  M.  Tyree;  Company  F,  Capt.  P.  T.  Daniel ; 
Company  G,  Capt.  H.  L.  Lee,  and  Company  K,  Capt.  G.  K.  Griggs,  I 
return  my  hearty  thanks;  to  the  officers  commanding  those  companies 
more  particularly,  because  of  their  ready  co-operation  and  willing  obedi- 
ence to  every  order  and  their  conspicuous  gallantry  while  urging  for- 
ward their  ,men  through  such  destructive  fire. 

Alaj.  JoseiJh  R.  Cabell  also  performed  his  duty  in  a highly  creditable 
and  satisfactory  manner,  and  behaved  with  coolness  while  in  charge  of 
the  skirmishers  and  when  sent  for  instructions  to  General  Armistead 
at  a subsequent  period. 

My  adjutant,  A.  G.  Smith,  was  always  at  his  post,  and  with  a calm- 
ness and  composure  and  utter  disregard  of  danger  performed  his  duty 
in  a manner  reflecting  the  highest  honor  and  praise.  The  other  officers 
present  behaved  well  and  performed  their  duty  like  men. 

Lieut.  N.  D.  Price,  commanding  Company  D,  who  fell  mortally 
wounded  at  the  head  of  his  company,  performed  his  duty  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  on  all  others,  with  marked  coolness  and  bravery.  He  died  as 
he  had  lived,  a bright  and  shining  ornament  to  society  and  his  church. 
He  lived  a Christian,  he  died  a hero  and  martyr.  Ko  man  or  officer  fell 
on  that  occasion  with  more  honor  or  deserving  more  undying  laurels. 

My  surgeon,  James  N.  McAlpine,  and  assistant  surgeon,  T.  W.  White, 
are  deserving  the  highest  praise  for  their  unremitting  attentions  to  the 
wounded;  the  one  for  the  faithful  manner  he  followed  his ’regiment, 
bearing  off  the  wounded  amid  the  leaden  hail,  the  other  for  the  scientific 
and  untiring  manner  he  performed  his  duties.  Such  was  their  attention 
and  assiduity  that  the  wounded  were  moved  from  the  field,  their  wounds 
dressed  and  cared  for,  and  all  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  the  early  morning. 
The  one  snatched  them  from  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  the  other  from 
the  jaws  of  death.  Each  proved  themselves  with  hearts  to  sympathize 
with  the  wounded  and  hands  ready  and  willing  to  offer  every  assist- 
ance. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  EDMONDS, 

Colonel  Thirty -eighth  Virginia  Regiment. 

[Col.]  R.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Casualties 


Rank. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

L’outenant-colonel 

1 

1 

Captains 

2 

2 

I’ii'st  lieutonantvS 

4 

4 

Second  lieutenants 

1 

1 

Sergeants 

1 

3 

4 

Corporals 

6 

6 

Privates 

*10 

55 

11 

76 

Total 

11 

. 72 

11 

94 

* On©  private  killed  in  action  June  29. 


826 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 
No.  319. 


[Chap.  XXITt. 


Report  of  Maf  Joseph  R.  CabeJlj  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry^  of  the 

battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Volunteers, 

July  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Eegiment  in  the  engagement  with 
the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill,  July  1: 

I,  with  59  men  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  to  watch  and  report  the  movements  of  the  enemy; 
soon  after  which  I was  onlered  to  pull  down  the  fence  and  advance  my 
line,  which  was  accordingly  being  done  when  Colonel  Edmonds  came 
np  with  the  regiment  in  single  file  with  orders  to  charge  the  enemy’s 
picket  and  drive  them  in.  and  hold  the  hill  far  enough  in  advance  for 
our  artillery  to  get  position  and  play  uxion  the  enemy.  The  charge 
was  well  executed,  and  as  the  regiment  came  up  I ordered  my  command 
to  join  in  with  it,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  pell-mell  before  them,  and 
Ave  held  our  position  from  12  m.  until  about  5.30  p.  m.  When  Gen- 
erals Mahone  and  Wright  came  up  with  their  brigades  the  order  Avas 
given  to  charge,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity,  the 
Thirty-eighth  being  on  the  right  and  leading  the  charge.  After  getting 
in  about  75  yards  of  the  enemy  they  Avere  halted  and  commenced  a 
terrific  tire,  atter  which  the  order  Avas  given  to  charge,  Avhich  the  men 
did  most  gallantl^' — attempted  fiA^e  separate  and  distinct  charges,  but 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  for  the  double  reason  of  not  being  sup- 
I)orted  on  the  left  and  the  heavy  re-enforcements  coming  up  to  the 
support  of  the  enemy. 

Tlie  regunent  remained  upon  the  adAmnced  line  until  night-fall,  Avhen 
they  Avere  withdrawn  by  Colonel  Edmonds  after  all  the  ammunition 
had  been  exhausted. 

The  men  all  the  time  displayed  great  indiAudual  coolness,  courage, 
and  gallantry,  doing  during  the  whole  fight  the  most  terrible  execu- 
tion. Our  color-sergeant,  L.  P.  H.  Tarpley,  to  Avhom  the  colors  were 
given  upon  the  battle-field  at  SeA^en  Pines  by  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 
Avhich  he  promised  he  would  carry  until  he  fell,  did  not  falsify  his 
Avord.  He  ahvays  kept  the  colors  in  advance,  the  last  order  given  him 
being  to  move  slower.  The  colors  were  then  taken  successiA^ely  by 
Color  Corpls.  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded  (since  died),  and  C. 
C.  Gregory,  John  Burlington,  and  L.  I).  Watkins,  all  severely  Avounded. 
Pri\mte  Churchwell  Parker,  Company  E,  then  took  them  and  was  al- 
most instantly  killed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whittle  then  took  the  colors 
and  gallantly  bore  them  forward,  when  he  too,  while  considerably  in 
adAmnce  of  the  regiment,  was  severely  Avounded,  having  the  large  bone 
in  one  arm  broken.  Capt.  It.  T.  Daniel,  adjutant  Fifth  Kentucky  Kegi- 
ment,  being  on  furlough,  Amliinteered  for  the  fight  and  Avas  assigned  to 
the  command  of  Company  F,  grasped  the  colors  and  coolly  and  calmly 
Avaving  them,  appeared  not  to  be  moving  a muscle  saA^e  the  motion  of 
his  arm.  He  was  calling  on  the  company  Avhich  he  so  Avell  commanded 
to  rally  around  them  when  he  fell  pierced  with  three  balls.  • As  he  fell 
he  droA'e  the  staff  into  the  ground,  still  holding  on  to  it  until  taken  from 
him  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  in  whose  hands  the  staff  Avas  soon  after  shot 
with  grape  and  literally  shivered  into  fragments.  The  colors  were  borne 
from  the  field  by  the  only  remaining  color- corporal,  William  M.  Bohan-* 
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non,  ui)on  a musket,  and  upon  exaniiuation  were  found  to  liave  been 
pierced  in  fifty  places. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  and  profound  regret  that  I have  to  report  the 
death  of  First  Lieut.  Kapoleou  D.  Price,  commanding’  Company  D,  who 
fell  shot  through  the  bowels  while  gallantly  charging  in  advance  of  his 
company,  calling  on  them  to  follow  him.  He  was  a generous,  high- 
toned,  honorable,  Christian  gentleman,  and  I doubt  not  is  now  enjoy- 
ing peace  and  heavenly  rest. 

All  the  ofiicers  of  the  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  charg- 
ing in  every  instance  in  advance  of  their  respective  commands.  Such 
was  the  conduct  of  all  the  ofiicers  that  1 feel  that  it  would  be  doing  in- 
justice to  mention  one  above  another,  and  I feel  sure  all  they  desire  is 
the  consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty,  which  I am  sure  all  should 
feel.  Colonel  Edmonds  and  Colonel  Whittle  may  have  some  such  to 
report.  If  so,  they  will  attend  to  it  at  some  future  day. 

The  number  reported  among  the  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  pri- 
vates for  individual  gallantry  is  so  large  that  I cannot  give  it  with  this.- 
If,  however,  the  general  desires  it  I will  have  a list  of  their  names 
made  out  S^nd  forwarded  to  him. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  E.  CABELL, 

Major^  Commanding  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Regiment, 

Capt.  J.  D.  Daeden, 

A.  A.  A,  6r.,  Fourth  Brigade^  Huger's  Division. 

[luclosure.] 

Report  of  those  tcho  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1. 

Company  A. — Capt.  D.  C.  Townes  reports  all  of  his  .men  as  having 
fought  bravely  and  well,  particularly  Private  George  A.  Finch. 

Company  B. — Company  commander  absent.  Eegimental  commander 
reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely  ; Sergt.  W.  T.  Adkins  and  Privates 
Green  Jones,  John  Arthur,  James  Dunn,  and  George  J.  Shelton  as 
worthy  of  especial  mention. 

Company  C. — Lieutenant  Anderson  reports  all  as  having  behaved 
well  j Sergt.  J.  J.  Cassada,  Color  Corpl.  William  Bohannon,  and  Pri- 
vates E.  L.  Sneed,  A.  ]\L  Simpson,  Alexander  Prewett,  Benjamin  H. 
Lewis,  and  Eli  J.  Lewis  specially. 

Company  D. — Lieut.  J.  A.  Herndon  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so 
well  that  he  cannot  make  distinctions  without  doing  injustice. 

Company  E. — Capt.  T.  M.  Tyree  severely  wounded  and  absent; 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Knight,  now  commanding,  reports  all  as  having  fought 
bravely,  except  one  or  two,  and  reports  Sergeant  Miller  and  Privates 
John  T.  Brown,  John  Davis,  Hillery  Bolten,  J.  C.  Clayton,  Larkin 
Davis  killed,  and  W.  H.  Howerton  wounded. 

Company  F. — Capt.  E.  T.  Daniel  commanded  ; he  is  absent,  wounded. 
The  regimental  commander  reports  all  as  having  fought  well,  except 
one  or  two.  He  regards  Privates  Churchwell  Parker  and  Daniel  Hod- 
nett,  who  were  killed,  and  Private  Joseph  Singleton,  as  worthy  of 
especial  mention. 

Company  G. — Capt.  H.  L.  Lee  reports  the  company  as  having  behaved 
well.  He  desires  to  mention  the  following-named  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  as  having  displayed  individual  gallantry : Sergt. 
H,  H.  Moore,  Corpl.  Eobert  F.  Mackasey,  and  Privates  W.  W.  Graves, 
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Alexander  Gilchrist,  Alexander  hTethery,  R.  D.  Riggins,  John  R.  All- 
good, Samuel  W.  Crowder,  James  Singleton,  George  T.  Tucker,  C.  S. 
Roffe,  and  Henry  Hoteln. 

Company  H. — The  regimental  commander  reports  Private  Dudley 
as  worthy  of  especial  mention. 

Company  I. — Capt.  W.  W.  Wood  was  severely  shocked  by  a bomb 
early  in  the  action.  The  regimental  commander  reports  all  as  having 
behaved  well. 

Company  K. — Capt.  G.  K.  Griggs  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so 
well  that  he  cannot  mention  one  above  another  without  doing  injustice. 

The  regimental  commander  reports  the  color  sergeant  and  guard  as 
having  won  for  themselves  immortal  honor.  It  consisted  of  Sergt.  L. 
P.  H.  Tarpley,  killed  while  gallantly  carrying  the  colors  in  advance  of 
the  regiment;  Color  Corpl.  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded,  since, 
died  from  the  same;  Color  Corpls.  L.  D.  Watkins,  C.  C.  Gregory,  and  . 
John  Burlington,  for  gallantly  bearing  the  colors  in  turn  in  advance  of 
the  regiment.  Color- Corpl.  William  M.  Bohannon  behaved  gallantly, 
and  brought  our  colors  from  the  field  upon  a musket,  the  staff  having 
previously  been  shivered  into  fragments. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  R.  CABELL, 

_ .V.  : Major ^ Gomdg.  Thirty-eighth  Begt.  Virginia  Volunteers. 


No.  320. 

Report  of  Col.  H.  B.  Tomlin^  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry^  of  the  battle 

of  Malvern  Hill. 

July  10,  1862. 

Sir  : On  June  29  the  Pifty- third  Regiment,  reduced  in  strength  by 
sickness  and  death  to  a very  small  number,  marched  from  our  camp  on 
the  Richmond  and  York  River  Railroad,  as  a part  of  Brigadier- General 
Armistead’s  brigade,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  retreating  from  before 
Richmond  to  the  James  River.  ' 

On  Tuesday,  July  1,  after  lying  in  the  woods  for  some  time,  we 
marched  in  line  of  battle  through  woods  to  the  edge  of  the  field  on 
Crew’s  farm.  After  receiving  several  orders  from  General  Armistead 
through  his  aides  I waited  upon  him  in  person,  and  was  instructed  by 
him  to  throw  forward  into  the  field  to  the  distance  of  50  yards  one 
company  as  skirmishers,  with  a field  officer  in  command,  and  to  sup- 
port them,  if  attacked,  at  every  hazard ; and  in  case  of  my  wanting 
re-enforcements,  to  communicate  the  fact  to  him  and  he  would  send 
them.  In  obedience  to  his  instructions  I ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Waddill  to  execute  this  command  with  Capt.'  R.  W.  Martin’s  company. 
Immediately  upon  deploying  this  company  the  artillery  was  brought 
from  the  woods  into  the  field,  and  the  attack  became  sufficiently  spir- 
ited and  warm  to  justify  the  advance  of  my  regiment  to  the  support  of 
my  skirmishers.  From  the  woods  to  the  summit  of  the  hill  the  ground 
was  gently  sloping ; the  men  were  ordered  to  trail  arms,  and  bending 
forward  and  low  to  use  the  crown  of  the  hill  as  a protection  until  they  • 
reached  the  position  occupied  by  the  skirmishers,  when  they  were  com- 
manded to  charge,  and  at  a run  drove  the  enemy  back,  and  advancing, 
occupied  a ravine  some  500  to  GOO  yards  from  the  woods. 

During  this  distance  we  encountered  a red  [hot]  storm  of  every  deadly  - 
missile,  Fletcher  Harwood,  of  Company  K,  acting  as  color-bearer, 
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while  gallautly  bearing  the  flag  ahead,  was  cut  dowu  by  a shell,  and 
waving  it  around  called  for  some  one  to  bear  it  along.  Instantly  Cap- 
tain Martin,  Company  I,  seized  the  flag,  and  with  words  of  encourage- 
ment called  on  all  to  follow.  The  noble,  manly  conduct  of  Captain 
Martin  was  such  as  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  all. 

At  this  time  1 was  some  50  yards  ahead  of  my  regiment,  urging  them 
to  pass  quickly  this  dangerous  position,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  of 
my  personal  knowledge  of  the  individual  instances  of  bravery  and  cour- 
age. But  few  of  my  regiment,  as  well  [as]  the  other  three  wdiich  started 
together,  reached  the  ravine  at  this  time. 

You  will  recollect  that  two  of  our  comx)auies  were  detached  on  the 
29th  to  collect  and  guard  stores  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  the  other 
eight  were  so  small  and  the  oflicers  so  few  that  they  were  consolidated 
into  four  companies,  having  only  four  captains  for  duty  j three  of  these 
reached  the  ravine,  and  one,  Capt.  Henry  Edmunds,  was  utterly  ex- 
hausted and  instantly  taken  so  ill  that  I advised  him  to  return,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  of  his  men.  After  remaining  in  this  position  for 
about  an  hour  I dispatched  the  sergeant-major  to  General  Armistead 
to  inform  him  of  our  i)ositiou  and  condition,  and  that  in  m^^  opinion  we 
ought  to  be  re-enforced.  I have  not  seen  the  sergeant-major  since, 
now  being  sick,  and  received  no  reply. 

Somewhere  between  6 and  7 o’clock  General  Wright  brought  with 
him  into  the  ravine  two  regiments  and  formed  line  of  battle  imme- 
diately behind  ours,  and  addressing  a few^  words  to  the  men,  led  the 
charge  up  the  hill  to  take  the  battery.  Captain  Saunders  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  thigh  soon  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  dif- 
ferent members  of  our  regiment  vv^ere  formed  into  one  company,  under 
command  of  Captain  Alartin,  whose  gallantry  was  not  exceeded  by  any 
one  in  that  memorable  battle,  and  with  the  other  x^arts  of  the  two 
brigades  were  comi)elled  to  fall  back  as  often  a^  they  charged  the  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy.  Our  line,  composed  of  i)arts  of  three  regiments, 
was  yet  a short  one,  with  two  colors,  and  for  our  one  company  it  would 
have  seemed  that  a musket  would  have  been  of  more  value  than  the 
color,  but  Corporal  Pollard,  Company  E (one  of  the  color  guard),  in- 
sisted he  would  carry  it,  and  when  he  fell  gallantly  bearing  it  along 
handed  it  to  a Georgian  who  was  fighting  by  his  side.  The  darkness 
of  the  night  sei)arated  us  all,  and  after  9 o’clock  gave  iq)  the  contest 
for  the  time. 

Out  of  128  men,  30  were  killed  and  wounded.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  TOMLIN, 

Colonel^  Comdg.  Fifty  third  Reylment  Viryinia  Volunteers. 

Cax)t.  J.  H.  Darden,  Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  321. 


Report  of  Maj.  Georye  M.  Waddill,  Fifty-third  Viryinia  Infantry ^ of  the 
enyayenient  at  Kiiufs  Gehool-llouse^  or  Gale  Grove. 


Headquarters  Fifty-third  Virginia  Kegiment, 

June  26,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  a week’s  sickness,  on 
the  25th  instant,  at  11.30  a.  iti.,  I returned  to  my  regiment,  then  on 


* Nominal  list  omitted. 
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picket,  and  commaDded  by  Oapt.  William  E.  Aylett,  aiul  at  the  time 
engaging  the  enemy.  Captain  Aylett  immediately  turned  over  the 
command  to  me  and  used  diligence  to  show  me  the  position  of  our 
forces  and  the  enemy,  and  made  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  regiment  up  to  the  time  of  my  arrival : 

That  on  the  24th  instant,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  the  Fifty-third  and  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia Kegiments  and  the  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion  were  sent  out  to  re- 
lieve the  Third  Georgia  Eegiment,  on  the  advance  line  between  the 
Williamsburg  road  and  the  York  Eiver  Eailroad.  Nothing  of  moment 
transpired  during  the  night. 

About  8 a.  m.  on  the  25th  iustant  Captain  Aylett,  upon  visiting  the 
picket  post  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  resting  on  the  Williams- 
burg road,  was  informed  that  one  or  more  regiments  of  the  enemy 
were  advancing  up  the  road,  and  about  that  time  heavy  tiring  com- 
menced on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  where  it  appeared  the  pickets 
had  been  driven  in.  Cautioning  his  pickets  to  stand  their  ground  until 
he  could  re-enforce  them  Captain  Aylett  went  for  his  reserve,  consist- 
ing of  Companies  A and  D.  This  little  force  was  double-quicked 
to  the  support  of  the  pickets,  but  before  it  could  reach  the  line  the 
pickets  on  the  right  next  to  the  road  were  met  retiring  before  the 
enemy,  who  had  suddenly  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers,  driv- 
ing them  in  by  his  immense  odds  and  rapid  advance.  The  reserve, 
together  with  the  pickets  which  had  been  driven  in,  were  promptly 
deployed  by  Captain  Aylett,  so  as  to  connect  with  that  portion  of  our 
picket  line  which  had  not  been  forced  back.  The  men  were  made  to 
lie  down  behind  trees  to  conceal  their  small  numbers  and  position,  in 
order  that  the  enemy  might  be  held  in  check  until  re-enforcements  could 
arrive.  For  one  hour  and  a quarter  did  this  little  force  of  only  three 
small  companies  maintain  its  position  against  two  regiments,  alone  and 
unaided,  amid  a storm  of  bullets  rarely  surpassed  for  severity.  The 
men  were  ordered  not  to  tire  until  they  saw  an  object  and  thought 
they  could  hit  it  j hence  almost  every  shot  told,  as  was  indicated  by 
the  frequent  cries  of  those  struck. 

While  the  right  of  the  Fifty-third  was  enduring  this  tire  the  enemy 
had  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  thus  flanked  our  position 
and  gotten  even  in  the  rear  of  a portion  of  it ; still  Captain  Aylett 
and  his  command  held  their  ground  until  the  noble  Twenty-flfth  North 
Carolina  came  to  their  assistance,  to  whose  gallant  commander  Cap- 
tain Aylett  reported,  and  was  ordered  bv  him  to  take  position  on  his 
left. 

The  Fifty-third  Virginia  and  Twenty-tifth  North  Carolina  were  now 
both  subjected  to  a territic  tire  for  some  time,  but  they  returned  it  with 
such  eftect  that  the  enemy  was  driven  back,  and  the  Fifty-third  was  en- 
abled to  resume  its  picket  line,  except  a small  portion  of  it  immediately 
on  the  road,  where,  from  the  exposure  of  a fleld  and  the  tire  from  a bat- 
tery (planted  by  the  enemy  in  the  road  after  they  had  advanced  by  us 
on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road),  it  could  not  then  be  occupied. 
There  was  tighting  along  the  whole  line  occupied  by  the  Fifty-third  at 
intervals  during  the  day,  but,  as  indicated,  mainly  on  the  right.  Five 
or  0 prisoners  were  taken  by  the  Fifty-third,  and  the  loss  of  the  en- 
emy must  have  been  heavy. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  woods  were  heavily  shelled  by  the  enemy, 
but  the  Fifty-third,  men  and  oflicers,  gallantly  stood  their  ground, 
though  they  were  almost  broken  down  with  fatigue  and  exhaustion 
from  having  been  on  picket  duty  so  long.  ' 

It  would  be  pleasing  to  mention  the  names  of  those  who  most  gal- 
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lantly  deported  themselves,  but  where  all  acted  so  well  it  might  api)ear 
invidious. 

As  the  regiment  has  not  yet  come  in  a list  of  its  casualties  cannot 
now  be  made  out,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  small.  When  the  long-con- 
tinued and  terrible  fire  to  which  the  regiment  was  exposed  is  considered 
a small  list  of  casualties  would  seem  to  be  miraculous,  and  can  only  be 
explained  bj^  the  facts  that  our  men  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  well 
concealed  and  protected,  and  that  the  enemy  were  so  drunk  they  could 
not  shoot.  This  latter  view  is  known  to  be  correct,  as  prisoners  taken 
were  found  to  be  intoxicated.  The  regiment  is  at  this  time  acting  as 
reserve  for  the  Fourteenth  and  Thirty-eighth  Virginia,  commanded  by 
Captain  Martin,  Captain  Aylett  and  myself  both  being  sick  and  unfit 
for  duty. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  WADDILL, 

Major,  Fifty-third  Yirqinia  Reqiment. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Darden, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

June  28,  1862. 

The  casualties  of  the  Twenty-fifth  are  as  follows,  viz : Company  D, 
George  W.  Brushwood  killed;  missing,  Lewis  W.  Kelley  and  J.  F. 
Chick.  Company  E,  Lieut.  B.  L.  Farenholt,  ribs  fractured  by  the  fall- 
ing of  a limb  from  [a]  tree. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  WADDILL, 

Major ^ Commanding  Fifty-third  Virginia  Regiment. 


Ko.  322. 

Report  of  Capt,  R.  W.  Martin^  Fifty -third  Virginia  Infantry^  of  shirmish 

at  Fair  Oahs. 

Captain:  On  Friday,  June  27,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  the  Fifty-third  Virginia 
Eegiment  was  posted  on  picket,  the  right  wing  resting  on  the  left  of  the 
Williamsburg  road  [and]  the  left  on  the  right  of  the  Mnth  Virginia 
Kegiment,  the  men  employed  at  five  paces  apart. 

About  sundown  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  line  both  with  mus- 
ketry and  shell.  The  fire  was  not  returned,  because  I instructed  the 
men  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was  in  good  distance,  which  distance  was 
not  obtained  The  enemy,  however,  advanced  uj)on  the  center  and  left, 
[and]  was  driven  back  by  the  fire  of  the  left  wing.  The  whole  line  was 
well  sustained,  except  by  three  companies  (F,  H,  and  K),  F and  K fall- 
ing back  because  they  could  not  sustain  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Company  H having  no  commander.  All  three  of  these  companies, 
however,  returned  to  their  positions  and  held  them. 

The  enemy  again  opened  fire  this  morning  about  half  an  hour  before 
day.  This  fire  was,  however,  not  directed  so  much  toward  us  as  the 
picket  on  our  right.  This  fire  was  not  returned  at  all  by  our  picket. 
The  regiment  generally  acted  coolly  and  deliberately,  keeping  its  posi- 
tion until  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Virginia  this  morning. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows;  Company  A,  1 slightly  wounded; 
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Compauy  D,  1 slightly  and  2 severely;  Comi^any  II,  2 slightly;  Com- 
pany K,  1 slightly.  Total,  7 wounded. 

Most  respectfully, 

E.  W.  MAETIK, 

Captain^  Commanding  Fifty-third  Virginia  Regiment. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Darden, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


:t7o.  323. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Gramme7%  jr.j  Fifty-third  Virginia  Infantry ,,  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  tcho  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
battles  around  Richmond,^  May  ^1-J%dy  1. 


• July  15,  18G2. 

Captain  : The  following  is  a list  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  reported  to  me  by  their  officers  as  having  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  conduct  in  the  skirmishes  and  battles  around  Eiclirnond,  in 
which  the  Fifty-third  Virginia  Eegiment  was  engaged  : 

Company  A. — At  Seven  Pines,  Corporals  Noell  and  Wright  and  Pri- 
vate H.  C.  Hutson,  and  at  Malvern  Hill  Corporals  Hoell  and  Wright. 
In  the  skirmishes  of  June  18,  25,  and  27  all  the  men  present  behaved 
well. 

Comiiany  B. — Sergts.  J.  H.  and  J.  E.  Hockaday  and  Privates  S.  B. 
Sweeny,  E.  H.  David,  and  T.  J.  Elliott,  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  C. — Sergt.  E.  B.  Bradshaw,  Corpl.  W.  S.  Weaver,  and  Pri- 
vates J.  C.  Destine  and  C.  G.  Weaver,  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  D. — Corpls.  W.T.  Johnson,  killed,  andK.  Clemens,  and  Pri- 
vates Pollard,  Ashby,  Ellet,  and  Kelley,  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  E. — Privates  William  Bowers  and  G.  J.  Green,  killed  in  the 
skirmish  of  the  18th ; Sergeant  Barker,  wounded,  at  Malvern  Hill ; Cor])l. 
William  A.  Pollard,  the  third  man  who  carried  the  colors  July  1,  w as 
shot  twice  before  befell.  In  the  confusion  of  regiments  charging  through 
and  mixing  up  wdth  each  other  he  took  the  colors  off'  with  him  when 
borne  to  the  rear.  L.  C.  Blackburn,  distinguished  at  Seven  'Pines  for 
coolness  and  daring. 

Company  E. — Ko  report ; not  in  the  fight  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  G. — Corpl.  John  B.  Scott,  at  Seven  Pines. 

Company  H. — In  the  skirmish  of  June  18  Private  T.  How  chins  wms 
seen  to  kill  4 Yankees,  exposing  himself  freely  all  the  w^hile. 

Company  I. — Privates  White,  Whitehead,  and  Hudson  at  ^lalvern 
Hill ; all  three  wounded. 

Company  K — Private  John  A.  Bullifant,  wounded,  at  Seven  Pines  ; 
Private  Haws  Coleman,  in  the  skirmish  of  June  27.  Color  Sergt.  T.  F. 
Harwood,  WDunded  at  Malvern  Hill,  Avhile  pressing  forw^ard  with  the 
colors,  stuck  the  staff  in  the  ground,  and  cheering  all  the  w^hile,  held  on 
to  it  till  taken  from  him  by  Captain  Martin. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  GEAMMEE,  Jil., 

Captain^  Commanding  Fifty-third  Virginia  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Darden, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Aoting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  324. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Waddy  T.  James.,  Fifty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry^  of 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

July  14,  18G2. 

Our  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  along  a string  of  fence 
about  9 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1 near  the  battle-field  of  this 
memorable  day.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  to  prevent  being  so 
much  exposed  to  the  shell  of  the  enemy,  that  was  dying  over  our  heads 
in  every  direction  all  the  time  we  remained  in  this  position.  Four  men 
were  slightly  wounded  during  this  part  of  the  engagement.  The  left 
company  of  the  regiment  was  posted  beyond  a small  swamp  from  the 
balance  of  the  regiment,  and  were  compelled  to  move  lower  down 
during  the  evening  to  get  out  of  range  of  the  shell,  which  at  this  time 
began  to  fall  pretty  thick  and  uncomfortably  near. 

At  or  about  G ]).  m.  orders  passed  down  the  line  for  our  regiment  to 
charge  the  enemy’s  batteries,  when  the  wliole  line  were  on  their  feet 
and  started  off  with  a defiant  shout  and  at  a run  through  a pine  thicket, 
which  had  been  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
and  difiicult  to  pass,  down  a steep  bluff',  over  a ravine,  and  up  a hill, 
which  cleared  us  of  the  woods  and  brought  us  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy  and  in  direct  range  of  their  guns.  Here  we  confidently  ex[)ected 
to  begin  the  engagement,  but  found  the  enemy  still  a long  way  off  and 
l)OSted  in  a very  advantageous  position ; but  on  we  sped,  nothing 
daunted,  and  under  partial  cover  of  a hill,  but  really  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire,  we  were  brought  to  a halt  and  formed,  when  our  com- 
manding colonel,  E.  F.  Keen,  gave  the  word  to  charge.  Taking  the 
lead,  [he]  was  followed  in  good  order  and  steady  ranks  to  the  summit. 
Here  we  again  halted,  and  seeing  the  Stars  and  Stripes  floating  defi- 
antly before,  we  poured  in  a well-directed  fire  and  had  the  extreme 
gratification  of  seeing  the  colors  totter  and  fall  to  the  ground,  while  a 
wide  gap  was  made  around  it,  as  like  wheat  before  the  sickle.  The 
hirelings  wilted  before  Confederate  fire.  But  a few  well-directed  rounds 
had  been  fired  when  Capt.  J.  J.  Allen,  Company  K,  had  his  right  arm 
nearly  shot  ofl*,  and  Capt.  T.  J.  Martin,  of  Company  F,  being  instantly 
killed  on  the  field,  proved  to  the  regiment  an  unfortunate  affair,  as  these 
companies  became  confused  and  the  color-bearer,  being  stunned  by  a 
piece  of  a shell,  left  the  field,  which  tended  to  confuse  the  entire  lines, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  we  did  in  some  confusion.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  regiment  to  a second  charge,  but  with 
partial  success,  as  it  was  useless  for  a regiment  or  even  a brigade  to 
charge  against  such  formidable  odds  as  greeted  us.  The  colors  were 
again  carried  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  but  few  men  were  found  to  rally 
a third  time  under  such  a fire. 

Individual  instances  of  heroic  conduct  might  be  here  mentioned  of 
both  officers  and  men  who  even  followed  other  regiments  to  the  charge 
again  and  again ; but  enough  of  this. 

The  list  of  casualties  already  furnished  will  speak  more  plainly  than 
words  of  the  part  the  Fifty-seventh  Virginia  Volunteers  bore  in  the  bat- 
tle of  July  1. 

I forgot  to  mention  that  Company  0 (Capt.  D.  P.  Heckman’s  com- 
pany) was  sent  out  on  iiicket  before  we  were  ordered  to  the  charge,  and 
consequentlv  not  in  the  action. 

W.  T.  JAMES, 

lAeut.  Col..,  Comdg.  Fifty-seventh  Rcgt.  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Darden,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral. 
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Report  of  Capt.  William  E.  Alley j Fifth  Virginia  Battalion^  of  the  battle 

of  Malvern  Rill. 

Camp  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion, 

July  10,  1862. 

Sir  : lu  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  I herein  sub- 
mit a report  [of  the  part]  taken  by  the  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion  during 
the  engagement  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant: 

About  10  a.  m.  the  battalion  was  assigned  to  a position  in  line  with 
the  brigade,  which  position  it  maintained  during  the  entire  engagement. 
Though  not  immediately  engaged  on  the  battle-field,  the  battalion  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  was  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape  shot 
from  the  enemy’s  battery. 

The  casualties  were  1 private  killed  and  5 wounded. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  E.  ALLEY, 

Captain^  Commanding  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Darden, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  326. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  P.  Rill,  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Light 
Division^  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'^  Mill.,  Frazier’’ s Farm 
(Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Rill. 


Headquarters  Light  Division, 

March  5,  1863. 

General  : 1 send  you  my  report  of  the  battles  of  the  Chickahominy 
with  an  apology  for  so  long  delaying  it.  The  report  of  General  Gregg 
I have  not  been  able  to  get  yet,  but  will  have  it  in  a day  or  two,  when 
I will  send  it  up. 

Eespectfully, 


A. 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


P.  HILL, 
Major- General. 


f Inclosure.  1 


Headquarters  Light  Division, 

Gamp  Gregg,  February  28,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Light  Division  in  the  battles  of  the  Chickahominy: 

In  obedience  to  orders,  received  from  the  general  commanding,  on 
Wednesday  night,  June  25, 1 concentrated  my  division  near  the  Meadow 
Bridge,  viz:  The  brigades  of  J.  E.  Anderson,  Gregg,  Field,  Pender, 
and  Archer,  the  brigade  of  General  Branch  having  been  directed  to 
move  to  the  bridge  some  7 miles  above,  where  the  Brooke  turnpike 
crosses  the  Chickahominy,  the  batteries  of  Braxton,  Andrews,  Pegram, 
Crenshaw,  McIntosh,  Bachman,  and  Johnson,  with  four  extra  horses 
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to  each  gun  (Johnson’s  battery  accompanied  Branch),  in  all  about 
14,000  men.  The  brigades  and  batteries  were  entirely  concealed  from 
the  view  of  the  enemy. 

My  orders  were  that  General  Jackson,  moving  down  from  Ashland, 
would  inform  General  Branch  of  his  near  approach.  As  soon  as  Jack- 
son  crossed  the  Central  Railroad  Branch  was  to  cross  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and,  taking  the  river  road,  push  on  and  clear  the  Meadow 
Bridge.  This  done,  I was  to  cross  at  Meadow  Bridge,  and,  sweeping 
down  to  Mechanicsville,  open  the  way  for  General  Lougstreet.  It  was 
expected  that  General  Jackson  would  be  in  the  position  assigned  liim 
by  early  dawn,  and  all  my  preparations  were  made  with  the  view  of 
moving  early.  General  Branch,  however,  did  not  receive  intelligence 
from  General  Jackson  until  about  10  o’clock,  when  he  immediately 
crossed  and  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  He  was  delayed 
by  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  and  advanced  but  slowly. 

Three  o’clock  having  arrived,  and  no  intelligence  from  Jackson  or 
Branch,  I determined  to  cross  at  once  rather  than  hazard  the  failure  of 
the  whole  plan  by  longer  deferring  it.  General  Field,  already  selected 
for  the  advance,  being  in  readiness,  seized  the  bridge,  and  the  Fortieth 
Virginia,  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  leading,  his  brigade  passed  over, 
meeting  but  slight  opposition,  the  enemy  falling  back  to  Mechanicsville. 
The  division  being  safely  over,  Anderson  and  Archer  followed  Field ; 
Gregg  and  Pender  turned  short  to  the  right,  and  moved  through  the 
fields  to  co-operate  on  the  right  of  the  first  column. 

Beaver  Ham  Creek  curves  around  Mechanicsville,  the  high  banks 
being  on  the  north  side  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  This  naturally 
strong  line  of  defense  had  been  made  very  much  stronger  by  rifle  pits 
and  earthen  epaulements  for  guns. 

The  enemy  opened  a concentric  fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Field’s 
column,  who,  throwing  his  brigade  into  line  of  battle,  with  Pegrarn  in 
the  center,  steadily  advancing,  drove  the  enemy  from  Mechanicsville. 

Anderson  was  ordered  to  make  a flank  movement  to  the  left,  and 
take  in  reverse  a battery  which  was  spiteful  in  its  activity,  while  Mc- 
Intosh was  sent  forward  to  attract  its  attention  and  keep  it  employed. 
Archer  was  moved  up  to  the  support  of  Field,  and  formed  line  on  his 
(Field’s)  left,  with  his  own  left  resting  on  the  turnpike.  Braxton  was 
sent  in  to  the  assistance  of  McIntosh.  Gregg  and  Pender  approached 
the  village  in  line  of  battle  over  the  hills  and  open  fields  from  the  di- 
rection of  the  river.  Field  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the  village  and 
its  surroundings  across  Beaver  Dam  Creek  to  his  stronghold.  Archer 
swept  along  to  his  left,  and  with  the  same  result.  Pender  was  ordered 
to  support  these  brigades  already  engaged,  and  to  take  position  on  the 
right  of  Field.  This  was  gallantly  done  in  the  face  of  a murderous  fire. 
Andrews  galloped  up  to  the  assistance  of  Pegrarn. 

The  battle  now  raged  furiously  along  my  whole  line.  The  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy  was  terrific.  Their  position  along  Beaver  Dam  Creek 
was  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  a direct  attack  without  heavy  loss,  and 
expecting  every  moment  to  hear  Jackson’s  guns  on  my  left  and  in  rear 
of  the  enemy,  I forbore  to  order  the  storming  of  their  lines.  General 
Branch,  having  come  up,  was  ordered  forward  as  a support  to  the  bri- 
gades already  engaged,  and  Johnson’s  battery  took  position  near  Mc- 
Intosh and  Braxton.  Gregg  was  held  in  reserve  near  Mechanicsville. 
The  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  [William  J.]  Hoke,  and  the 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  [Richard  H.]  Riddick,  of  Pender’s 
brigade,  made  a gallant  but  abortive  attempt  to  force  a crossing. 

Meeting  General  Ri^fley,  who  had  just  crossed  his  brigade  at  the 
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Mechanics ville  Bridge,  I requested  him  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left  lower 
down  the  creek.  This  was  gallantly  attempted,  hut  failed  and  with 
heav3^  loss.  Anderson,  with  [the]  Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  Col.  E.  L. 
Thomas,  leading,  had  moved  as  heretofore  directed,  and  encountering 
the  enemy  drove  them  back,  and  Colonel  Thomas  with  his  regiment 
crossed  the  creek  and  gained  an  admirable  position  for  charging  the 
enemy’s  batteries.  The  Fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Robert 
W.]  Folsom,  pushed  forward  to  his  support,  but  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Folsom  being  stricken  down,  the  regiment  lost  his  gallant  leading,  and 
but  few  crossed.  Colonel  Thomas  held  his  own  until  the  battle  closed, 
when  he  withdrew  and  joined  his  brigade  on  [the]  south  side  of  the 
creek. 

The  battle  ceased  about  9 o’clock,  my  brigades  resting  along  the 
creek,  the  object  of  this  attack,  viz,  clearing  the  way  for  Longstreet, 
having  been  fully  accomplished.  It  was  never  contemi)lated  that  my 
division  alone  should  have  sustained  the  shock  of  this  battle,  but  such 
was  the  case,  and  the  onl}^  assistance  received  was  from  Ripley. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  Nineteenth  Georgia,  and 
Major  Bronaugh,  Second  Arkansas  Battalion,  were  killed,  and  Colonels 
Starke,  Conner,  Hoke,  Thomas,  A.  J.  Lane,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fol- 
som, and  Captain  Van  de  Graaf,  commanding  Fifth  Alabama  Battalion, 
wounded. 


COLD  HARBOR  [GAINES’  MILL]. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  before  dawn  the  enemy  again  opened  a 
rapid  fire  of  artillery,  it  being  directed  principally  to  the  village  of 
Mechanicsville.  My  division  was  immediately  under  arms.  This 
shelling  having  continued  some  hour  or  more,  I was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  to  take  the  route  to  Gaines’  Mill.  Gregg’s  brigade  was  put  in 
advance. 

It  was  soon  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  his  lines  along 
Beaver  Dam  Creek,  two  companies  from  Gregg’s  brigade  having  hand- 
somely dashed  across  and  cleared  the  i)its  of  the  few  men  left  as  a 
blind.  The  evidences  of  precipitate  retreat  were  palpable  all  along 
the  route.  Arriving  at  the  creek  upon  which  Gaines’  Mill  is  located, 
half  a mile  from  Cold  Harbor,  the  enemy  were  discovered  upon  the 
op])osite  bank.  Gregg’s  brigade  was  at  once  thrown  in  line  of  battle, 
and  the  skirmishers  directed  to  efiect  a lodgment.  Andrews’  battery 
was  brought  up  and  the  woods  opi)osite  vigorously  shelled.  The  skir- 
mishers rushing  forward  cleared  the  crossing,  and  Gregg  immediately 
filed  his  brigade  across,  forming  line  successively  as  each  regiment 
crossed.  His  whole  brigade  being  over,  he  made  the  handsomest 
charge  in  line  I have  seen  during  the  war.  The  enemy  were  pressed, 
and  the  general  soon  sent  me  word  that  he  had  brought  the  enemy  to 
bay,  and  that  they  were  in  force  in  his  front,  and  requested  permishion 
to  attack.  This  was  refused,  however,  and  he  was  directed  to  await 
orders  from  me.  Branch  was  ordered  up  and  formed  on  Gregg’s  right. 
Pender  having  cleared  my  right  flank,  to  which  service  he  had  been 
assigned,  Archer  was  sent  to  relieve  him,  thus  putting  him  (Archer) 
on  my  extreme  right.  Anderson  was  formed  on  Branch’s  right,  and 
Field  again  on  his  right  and  connecting  with  Archer.  Crenshaw  and 
Johnson  were  bi-ought  into  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  in  rear 
of  Gregg’s  line. 

I had  delayed  the  attack  until  I could  hear  from  General  Longstreet, 
and  this  now  occurring,  the  order  was  given.  • This  was  about  2.30  p.  m. 
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Greg^,  then  Branch,  and  then  Anderson  successively  became  engaged. 
The  incessant  roar  of  musketry  and  deep  thunder  of  the  artillery  told 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  my  front.  Branch  becoming 
hard  pressed,  Pender  was  sent  in  to  liis  relief.  Field  and  Archer  were 
also  directed  to  do  their  part  in  this  murderous  contest.  Braxton’s 
battery,  accompanying  Archer,  had  already  oi^ened.  They  were  or- 
dered to  turn  the  enemy’s  left.  These  two  brigades,  under  their  heroic 
leaders,  moving  across  the  open  field,  met  the  enemy  behind  an  abatis 
and  strong  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  a long,  wooded  hill,  the  enemy 
being  in  tliree  lines  on  the  side  of  this  declivity,  its  crest  falling  off 
into  a plateau,  and  this  plateau  studded  with  guns. 

]\Iy  front  now  presented  a curved  line,  its  convexity  toward  the 
enemy.  Desperate  but  unavailing  attemi)ts  w^ere  made  to  force  the 
enemy’s  positions.  The  Fourteenth  South  Carolina,  Colonel  McGowan 
(having  hurried  up  from  picket  duty  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy  and  arriving  in  the  thick[est]  of  the  fight),  on  the  extreme  left, 
made  several  daring  charges.  The  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
McElroy,  and  Tw^enty-second,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Gray,  at  one  time 
carried  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  were  in  the  enemy’s  camp,  but  were 
driven  back  by  overwhelming  numbers.  The  Thirty-fifth  Georgia, 
Colonel  Thomas,  also  drove  through  the  enemy’s  lines  like  a wedge,  but 
it  was  all  of  no  avail.  Gregg  and  Branch  fought  with  varying  success, 
Gregg  liaving  before  him  the  vaunted  Zouaves  and  Sykes’  regulars. 
Pender’s  brigade  was  suffering  heavily,  but  stubbornly  held  its  own. 
Field  and  Archer  met  a withering  storm  of  bullets,  but  pressed  on  to 
within  a short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  works,  but  the  storm  was  too 
fierce  for  such  a handful  of  men.  They  recoiled  and  were  again  pressed 
to  the  charge,  but  with  no  better  success.  These  brave  men  had  done 
all  that  any  soldiers  could  do.  Directing  their  men  to  lie  down,  the 
fight  was  continued  and  help  awaited.  From  having  been  the  attack- 
ing I now  became  the  attacked,  but  stubbornly,  gallantly  was  the 
ground  held.  My  division  was  thus  engaged  full  two  hours  before  as- 
sistance was  received.  We  failed  to  carry  the  enemy’s  lines,  but  we 
paved  the  way  tor  the  successful  attacks  afterward,  and  in  which  attacks 
it  was  necessary  to  employ  the  whole  of  onr  army  that  side  the  Ghicka- 
hominy. 

About  4 o’clock  re-enforcements  came  up  on  my  right  from  General 
Longstreet  and  later  Jackson’s  men  on  my  right  and  center,  and  my 
division  was  relieved  of  the  weight  of  the  contest.  It  was  then  con- 
tinued on  more  equal  terms,  and  finally  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy’s 
line  was  most  gallantly  carried  by  Hood’s  brigade. 

At  7 o’clock  the  general-in-chief  in  person  gave  me  an  order  to  ad- 
vance my  whole  line  and  to  communicate  this  order  as  far  as  I could 
to  all  commanders  of  troops.  This  was  done,  and  a general  advance 
being  made,  the  enemy  were  swept  from  the  field,  and  the  pursuit  only 
stoi)ped  by  night-fall  and  the  exhaustion  of  our  troops.  The  batteries 
of  Crenshaw,  Johnson,  Braxton,  and  Pegram  w^ere  actively  engaged; 
Crenshaw  and  Johnson  pretty  well  knocked  to  pieces.  Pegram,  with 
indomitable  enei'gy  and  earnestness  of  purpose,  though  having  lost  47 
men  and  many  horses  at  Mechanicsville,  had  put  his  battery  in  condi- 
tion for  this  fight  also. 

FRAZIER’S  FARM  [NELSON’S  FARM,  OR  GLENDALE]. 

Sunday,  the  29th,  having  been  ])laced  under  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Longstreet,  I recrossed  the  Chickahominy,  Longstreet’s  division 
leading. 


838  THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [Chav,  XXIII. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  arrived  in  about  1 mile  of  the  cross  made  by 
the  Long  Bridge  road  and  the  Quaker  road  near  Frazier’s  farm.  The 
enemy  were  retreating  along  the  Quaker  road.  My  division  was  halted, 
my  field  hospitals  established,  and  brigades  closed  up.  The  division 
of  General  Longstreet,  now  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson, 
was  in  line  of  battle  some  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  advance  of  mine. 

The  staff  officer  of  General  Longstreet  at  this  time  delivered  me  an 
order  to  take  the  command  on  the  field.  I did  so,  and  reporting  to 
General  Anderson  that  such  was  the  case,  we  rode  over  the  ground 
and  made  such  dispositions  as  were  necessar^^ 

Before  the  battle  opened  General  Longstreet  returned  and  resumed 
the  command.  The  fight  commenced  by  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artil- 
lery, which  swept  down  the  road,  and  from  which  His  Excellency  the 
President  narrowly  escaped  accident.  The  battle  had  continued  some 
little  time,  when  I received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet,  through 
Captain  Fairfax,  to  send  a brigade  to  the  left  to  the  support  of  Geuerals 
Pryor,  Featherston,  and  others.  General  Gregg  was  detached  on  this 
service  and  guided  by  Captain  Fairfax.  The  fire  becoming  very  heavy, 
I was  ordered  forward  with  my  division.  Branch’s  brigade  took  the 
route  and  with  springing  steps  pressed  forward.  Arriving  upon  open 
ground,  he  formed  his  line  and  moved  to  the  supi^ort  of  the  troops 
engaged  in  his  front.  Field  and  Pender  were  successively  thrown  for- 
ward. Field  pressed  forward  with  such  ardor  that  he  passed  far  in 
front  of  my  whole  line.  The  Sixtieth  Virginia,  Colouel  [William  E.] 
Starke,  and  Fifty -fifth.  Colonel  [Francis]  Mallory,  charged  and  cai)- 
tured  two  batteries  of  Napoleon  guns,  and  the  Sixtieth  crossed  bay- 
onets with  the  enemy,  who  obstinately  contested  the  possession  of 
these  guns.  General  Pender,  moving  up  to  the  support  of  Field,  found 
that  he  had  penetrated  so  far  in  advance  that  the  enemy  were  between 
himself  and  Field.  A regiment  of  Federals,  moving  across  his  front 
and  exposing  their  flank,  were  scattered  by  a volley.  Pender  continued 
to  move  forward,  driving  off*  a battery  of  rifled  pieces.  The  Forty: 
seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  [Eobert  M.j  Mayo,  having  gotten  possession 
of  a battery,  turned  its  guns  on  the  enemy,  and  thereby  greatly  assisted 
Gregg,  who  was  hotly  engaged  on  the  left.  To  this  regiment  also  be- 
longs the  honor  of  capturing  Major-General  McCall.  The  brigade  of 
General  Featherston  having  become  very  much  scattered  and  been 
forced  back.  Colonel  [Samuel]  McGowan,  with  [the]  Fourteenth  South 
Carolina,  retrieved  our  ground. 

On  our  extreme  right  matters  seemed  to  be  going  badly.  Two  bri- 
gades of  Longstreet’s  division  had  been  roughly  handled  and  had 
fallen  back.  Archer  was  brought  up  and  sent  in,  and  in  his  shirt- 
sleeves, leading  his  gallant  brigade,  affairs  were  soon  restored  in  that 
quarter. 

About  dark  the  enemy  were  pressing  us  hard  along  our  whole  line, 
and  my  last  reserve.  General  J.  E.  Anderson,  with  his  Georgia  brigade, 
was  directed  to  advance  cautiously  and  be  careful  not  to  fire  on  our 
friends.  His  brigade  was  formed  in  line,  two  regiments  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  and  obeying  my  instructions  to  the  letter,  received  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  at  70  paces  before  engaging  themselves.  Heavy  re- 
enforcements  to  the  enemy  were  brought  up  at  this  time,  and  it  seemed 
that  a tremendous  effort  was  being  made  to  turn  the  fortunes  of  the 
battle.  The  volume  of  fire  that,  approaching,  rolled  along  the  line 
was  terrific.  Seeing  some  troops  of  Wilcox’s  brigade  who  had  rallied 
with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Chamberlayne  and  other  members  of 
my  staff*,  they  were  rapidly  formed,  and  being  directed  to  cheer  long 
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and  loudly,  moved  again  to  the  fight.  This  seemed  to  end  the  contest, 
for  in  less  than  five  minutes  all  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  retired. 

My  brigades  rested  upon  the  battle  ground  until  relieved  near  dawn 
by  Major-General  Magruder.  The  trophies  of  my  division  this  day 
were  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  two  stand  of  colors. 

The  next  evening  was  fought  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill.  Finding 
that  General  Magruder  needed  assistance,  I sent  him  two  brigades — 
Branches  and  Thomas’  (Anderson’s).  They,  however,  were  not  actively 
engaged.  My  division  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  near  the  scene  of 
action  and  under  fire,  but  passive. 

In  this  series  of  battles,  in  which  my  troops  so  well  did  their  part, 
I beg  leave  to  remind  the  general-in-chief  that  three  of  my  brigades 
had  never  before  been  under  fire.  Two  of  my  batteries — Pegram’s  and 
Davidson’s,  the  latter  having  just  been  ordered  up  from  my  camp — were 
engaged  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  for  two  hours  each  nobly  did  its  work, 
as  their  battered  condition  and  many  casualties  sadly  attested. 

Among  the  general  and  field  ofiicers  killed  and  wounded  during  these 
battles  are  Cols.  E.  P.  Campbell  and  C.  C.  Lee,  Lieut.  Cols.  T.  C.  John- 
son, A.  M.  Smith,  William  J.  Green,  and  J.  C.  Shackelford,  Majs.  W. 
il.  Bronaugh,  [Thomas  M.]  Burke,  and  M.  V.  McLaughlin,  killed,  and 
Brig.  Gens.  J.  E.  Anderson  and  Pender,  Cols.  W.  J.  Hoke,  E.  H.  Eid- 
dick,  James  Conner,  McGowan,  John  F.  Goodner,  E.  H.  Cowan,  A.  J.  Lane, 
J.  H.  Lane,  E.  L.  Thomas,  Thomas  Hardeman,  and  W.  E.  Starke,  laeut. 
Cols.  E.  W.  Folsom,  T.  J.  Simmons,  William  M.  Barbour,  W.  S.  Chris- 
tian, H.  H.  Walker,  and  H.  Howard,  and  Majs.  John  A.  Fite,  J.  W. 
Livingston,  Charles  E.  Hickerson,  and  W.  L.  Grice,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [Lewis  M.]  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  during  the 
absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  L.  Walker,  from  sickness,  acted  as  my  chief  of 
artillery,  and  with  energy  and  efficiency.  The  gallantry  of  Lieutenant 
Chamberlain,  the  adjutant,  was  conspicuous.  The  members  of  my 
staff — Maj.  E.  C.  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  J.  G.  Field, 
assistant  quartermaster;  Maj.  E.  B.  Hill,  division  commissary;  Maj. 
J.  M.  David,  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  wounded  severely  at  Cold  Har- 
bor; Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  serving  on  my  i^ersonal  staff’;  my 
aides-de-camp,  Lieuts.‘-W.  T.  Hill  and  Murray  Taylor,  and  Captain 
Douglas,  my  chief  engineer  officer,  were  all  gallant  and  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  Surgeon  Watson,  medical  director,  made 
efficient  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  wounded.  The  ambulance 
corps  and  drivers  deserve  especial  mention  for  their  active  and  untiring 
exertions  in  bringing  off’  the  wounded. 

Especial  mention  for  conspicuous  gallantry  is  made  of  the  following 
officers : Colonels  Starke,  Mallory,  McGowan,  Thomas,  Eiddick,  Barnes, 
Hamilton,  Hoke,  J.  H.  Lane,  and  Cowan,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Folsom, 
E.  H.  Gray,  McElroy,  Simpson,  and  H.  H.  Walker,  Majrs.  C.  C.  Cole 
and  A.  S.  Van  de  Graaf,  Lieuts.  Young,  Norment,  Crittenden,  Bryan, 
Haskell,  and  Shotwell,  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina;  Captain  Collins, 
Engineers,  and  of  the  artillery.  Captains  Pegram,  Davidson,  Braxton, 
Crenshaw,  Andrews,  and  McIntosh,  and  Lieutenant  Fitzhugh,  and 
Sergt.  J.  N.  Williams,  sergeant-major  Nineteenth  Georgia  Eegiment. 
Captain  Wright  and  his  company  of  cavalry,  from  Cobb’s  Legion,  act- 
ing as  my  escort,  were  of  great  service  to  me,  and  by  my  permission 
made  a gallant  charge  upon  a body  of  the  enemy’s  infantry. 

There  are  many  cases  of  individual  daring  both  among  officers  and 
men,  and  I regret  that  I do  not  know  their  names. 

This  report,  being  made  out  so  long  after  the  events  transpired,  is 
not^  of  course,  so  perfect  as  I would  desire,  and  injustice  may  be  done 
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officers  and  regiments.  1 respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
brigade  reports  for  details. 

I append  also  a statement  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Light  Divis- 
ion in  the  battles  around  Eichmond : 

Loss  sustained  by  the  Light  Division,  Maj,  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  on  June  26,  27,  and  30,  and 

July  1. 


Rank. 

U 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Rri  

2 

Colonels 

2 

10 

TjientftTin.Titi-eolonftls 

3 

9 

Majors 

3 

6 

Captains 

10 

66 

liieutenants 

32 

138 

Non-commissioned  officers 

94 

428 

Privates 

475 

2,  592 

Total 

619 

3,  251 

Grand  total 

3,  870 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

[luclosure.] 

Headquarters  Light  Division, 

March  11,  1863. 

Major  : Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  add  to  my  report  of  the  battles 
around  Richmond  the  following  additions  in  casualties  from  the  Sixtieth 
Virginia,  Colonel  Starke,  not  included  in  thos^I  sent : 


Rank. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captains  ..  .... .......................................................... 

1 

1 

29 

2 

3 

168 

liiOUtGDEIltS 

Pri  vfttGS 

Tnf.nl  - 

31 

173 

rJrn.Tifl  tfita.l  ..  . ..... ... ... 

204 

Very  truly, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major- General. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  327. 

Bqwrt  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A¥.  Fields  C.  8.  Army,  of  the  battles  of 

Mechanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm,  or 

Glendale). 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Light  Division, 

July  20,  1862. 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26th  ultimo  I was 
directed  to  cross  from  my  camp  at  Meadow  Bridge  to  the  north  side 
of  the  Chickahominy  as  soon  as  General  Branch’s  brigade,  which  was 
to  cross  higher  up  the  stream,  should  axipear  opposite  to  me.  It  was 
designed  that  this  movement  should  take  place  early  on  the  26th.  Cer- 
tain causes  having  delayed  its  execution,  it  was  3 p.  m.  on  the  26th 
when  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  the  division,  directed  me  to 
wait  no  longer,  but  to  cross  and  attack  the  enemy  at  Mechanicsville. 
The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  my  passage  of  the  Chickahominy, 
but,  i^osting  skirmishers  in  a thick  wood  about  a mile  beyond,  fired  on 
the  advance,  wounding  1 man,  and  himself  losing  1 captured. 

From  this  point  to  Mechanicsville  the  road  was  open,  but  as  1 ap- 
proached that  place  a heavy  fire  from  several  batteries  on  my  left  and 
front  and  from  sharpshooters,  all  behind  iutrenchments,  was  opened. 
Forming  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  the  Fifty-fifth  and  Sixtieth  Vir- 
ginia on  the  right  of  the  road  and  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Vir- 
ginia and  Second  Virginia  Battalion  on  the  left  and  Pegram’s  battery 
in  the  center,  we  steadily  and  in  perfect  line  advanced  upon  the  enemy, 
the  infantry  and  artillery  occasionally  halting  for  a moment  to  deliver 
fire.  Gaining  the  cross-roads,  where  it  was  known  batteries  had  been 
posted  and  were  supposed  still  to  be,  it  was  found  to  be  unoccupied. 
Meanwhile  an  active  and  vigorous  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  the  bat- 
teries situated  on  the  north  side  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  I changed  front 
to  the  left  by  throwing  forward  tbe  right  wing,  and  advanced  to  attack 
them,  directing  Captain  Pegram  to  take  iiositiou  and  open  fire  on  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  a part  of  General  Archer’s  brigade  having  been 
ordered  by  General  Hill  to  support  me. 

About  a mile  of  open  ground  was  to  be  gotten  over,  most  of  which 
was  swept  by  three  or  four  batteries,  but  the  brigade  in  the  original 
order  gallantly  moved  forward,  though  their  ranks  were  momentarily 
thinned  by  the  most  destructive  cannonading  I have  yet  known.  Onr 
only  safety  from  this  fire  lay  in  pushing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  getting  so  close  to  the  enemy’s  infantry  as  to  draw  the  fire  upon 
his  own  troops  should  it  be  continued.  He  occupied  a wooded  hill-side 
overlooking  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  Gaining  a dense  thicket  on  this  side, 
the  stream  only  separating  us,  both  sides  oi)ened  with  the  musket  and 
continued  it  until  about  9 o’clock  at  night.  My  brigade  remained  upon 
the  ground  resting  on  their  arms  all  night. 

A desultory  fire  was  maintained  for  some  time  next  morning,  but 
without  much  effect  on  either  side. 

In  this,  onr  first  day’s  combat,  and  first  in  the  lives  of  many  of  the 
brigade,  all  behaved  well.  My  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  steady 
and  continuous,  and  being  throughout  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  must 
liave  given  him  no  mean  idea  of  the  gallantry  of  troops  who  would 
l)ress  forward  so  steadily  in  the  face  of  such  a fire.  Many  a gallant 
fellow  here  fell,  the  officers  leading  and  encouraging  the  men.  Col. 
VV,  E.  Starke,  Sixtieth  Virginia,  received  a painful  wound  in  the  hand. 

I suppose  it  was  about  2 o’clock  on  the  27th  when  my  brigade  was 
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ordered  to  sui^port  that  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Anderson  in  an  attack  upon 
what  proved  to  be  the  enemy’s  center  at  Gaines’  Mill.  Forming  line  of 
battle  in  a wood  to  the  right  of  the  road,  both  brigades  moved  forward 
[mine  in  second  line)  and  debouched  into  an  open  field  about  200  yards 
irom  the  enemy’s  line.  Giving  the  command  to  charge,  we  rushed  for- 
ward and  opened  fire  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy,  which  w as  con- 
tinued until  forced  by  an  overpowering  fire  from  greatly  sui)erior 
numbers  to  fall  back  for  support,  which  was  received. 

1 again  formed  and  moved  forward  to  the  attack,  General  Archer’s 
brigade  forming  on  my  right.  Both  brigades  gallantly  responded  to 
the  call  and  rushed  forward,  and  gaining  the  crest  of  the  hill  were 
again  stopped  by  an  infantry  fire  that  nothing  could  live  under.  The 
men,  however,  did  not  retire,  but,  falling  on  their  faces,  maintained, 
until  supi)ort  came  up,  a brisk  and  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
As  events  afterward  proved,  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  at  this 
point;  were  admirably  sheltered  behind  temi)orary  obstacles,  such  as 
abatis,  &c.,  and  were  safe  from  expulsion  by  any  less  force  than  that 
which  came  to  my  assistance  late  in  the  evening. 

In  this  affair,  from  the  long  and  determined  character  of  the  contest, 
my  loss  was  heavy,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  H.  Walker,  Fortieth  Virginia,  a most 
gallant  and  meritorious  officer,  being  twice  wounded. 

It  was  late  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  when  I was  notified  to  move 
upon  the  field  of  battle  as  soon  as  possible.  Putting  the  column  in 
motion  at  the  double-quick,  we  were  soon  upon  the  theater  of  action. 
Forming  in  line  of  battle,  the  Fifty-fifth  and  Sixtieth  Virginia  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  the  Forty-seventh  Virginia  and  the  Second  Vir- 
ginia Battalion  on  the  left,  the  command  was  given  to  cheer  heartily 
and  charge.  About  300  yards  directly  in  our  front  were  two  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  posted  in  an  open  field  and  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  road  we  were  advancing  on.  I had  heard  that  these  batteries  had 
been  several  times  during  the  day  taken  and  retaken,  a constant  strug- 
gle being  maintained  for  their  possession.  At  this  time  they  were  held 
by  the  enemy,  but  the  horses  being  killed  or  wounded,  he  was  unable 
to  remove  the  guns.  The  whole  line  now  rushed  forward  under  heavy 
fire,  beat  the  enemy  back  from  the  guns  into  the  woods  beyond,  and 
pushing  him  on  the  right  of  the  road  back  half  a mile.  The  two  regi- 
ments on  this  side  [of  J the  road,  the  Fifty-fifth  and  Sixtieth  Virginia, 
were  at  this  time  in  the  enemy’s  rear,  having  penetrated  through  his 
center  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  but  were  withdrawn  before  he  could 
l)rofit  by  the  circumstance. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christian  was  wounded  and  Major  Burke  was 
killed,  both  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Virginia. 

Colonels  Mallory  and  Starke  behaved  very  handsomely  here. 

The  charge  was  impetuously  made,  and  was  an  instance  where  bayo- 
nets were  really  crossed,  several  of  the  enemy  being  killed  with  that 
weapon  and  several  of  the  Sixtieth  now  being  in  [the]  hosi)ital  bearing 
bayonet  wounds  upon  their  persons.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  tlie 
Fortieth  Virginia,  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  forming  my  extreme  leit, 
became  detached  on  account  of  the  inequalities  of  the  ground  and  was 
not  under  my  eye.  The  colonel  reports,  however,  meeting  with  an 
overwhelming  force  and  his  loss  heavy.  My  brigade  held  that  part 
of  the  battle-field  until  relieved  late  at  night  by  some  fresh  troops,  I 
having  in  the  mean  while  sent  to  the  rear  for  horses  and  removed  all 
the  captured  guns  and  equipments  to  a place  of  safety. 

I omitted  to  mention  that  the  Forty-seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo, 
after  getting  possession  of  the  guns  on  the  left  of  the  road,  manned  two 
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of  them  and  used  them  against  the  enemy.  This  regiment  also  cap- 
tured Major-General  McCall,  commanding  the  Federal  forces  on  the 
field. 

I desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  con- 
spicuous gallantry  of  Capt.  C.  E.  Collins,  Engineer  Corps.  He  joined 
me  as  a volunteer  aide  just  as  we  were  going  into  action,  and  by  voice 
and  action  led  and  cheered  the  men  through  all  the  fight  with  unsur- 
passed spirit.  The  conduct  of  Captain  Pegram’s  battery  in  the  engage- 
ments excites  my  admiration.  Always  eager,  always  alert.  Captain 
Pegram  was  in  every  action  where  opportunity  offered,  and  always  doing 
his  duty,  as  the  loss  of  every  officer  killed  or  wounded  and  60  out  of 
about  80  men,  sadly  attests.  I trust  that  the  merits  of  this  officer  will 
not  go  unrewarded  by  the  Department.  The  several  field  officers  of 
the  brigade  bore  themselves,  with  but  one  exception,  reported  else  where, 
as  became  accomplished  and  gallant  officers.  The  particular  conduct 
of  the  subordinates  is  detailed  in  the  reports  herewith  forwarded. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  personal  staff,  Capt.  G.  F.  Harrison,  as- 
sistant adjutant- general,  and  aides,  Lieuts.  W.  E.  Mason,  jr.,  and  E.  L. 
Eobb,  for  zeal  and  intelligence  throughout  the  week. 

The  entire  loss  of  my  brigade  was  603  killed  and  wounded  and  8 made 
prisoners.  This  was  about  half  my  force  at  any  time  engaged,  for  I am 
pained  to  state  that  my  brigade  was  like  all  others  that  I met  with — some 
officers  and  men  either  deserting  the  field  entirely,  or  seeking  safety  by 
skulking  behind  trees,  or  halting  outside  the  avenue  of  fire. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  FIELD, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  E.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  328. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  M.  Broclceiibrough,  Fortieth  Virginia  Infantry^  of  the 
battles  of  Meehaniesvillej  Gaines’’  Mill.,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  {Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 


Camp  Fortieth  Virginia  Eegiment, 

July  24,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  Fortieth  Virginia  Volunteers  in  the  recent  battles 
around  Eichmond : 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  26  this  regiment,  being  in  the  advance, 
was  the  first  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridges.  Advanc- 
ing toward  Mechanicsville  we  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  at 
intervals  and  drove  them  before  us  until  we  reached  the  village.  Ee- 
ceiving  orders  at  this  point  to  charge  the  enemy  in  their  strong  posi- 
tion, we  advanced  rapidly  under  a galling  and  murderous  cross-fire  of 
their  artillery  until  within  musket-range  of  them.  Discovering  that 
they  occupied  an  intrenched  position,  separated  from  us  by  an  almost 
impassable  swamp  and  about  100  yards  distant,  we  entered  into  a 
severe  engagement,  which  lasted  until  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  after 
night -fall. 

Early  next  morning  we  were  put  under  march  to  follow  up  the 
retreating  foe,  overhauling  them  near  Gaines’  Mill  on  the  evening  of 
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the  27th.  Here  again  we  took  part  in  that  gallant  charge  which  re- 
sulted in  their  rout  and  the  complete  success  of  our  arms. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy  and  marched 
down  to  Frazier’s  farm,  the  scene  of  Monday’s  battle.  Here,  before 
our  division  was  ordered  into  the  engagement,  I was  directed  to  deploy 
my  regiment  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  flank  of  onr  army,  which  de- 
l)rived  ns  of  the  privilege  of  entering  into  the  engagement  with  the 
brigade.  Eeceiving  orders  to  follow  on  and  engage  the  enemy’s  right, 
we  proceeded  [to]  the  position  indicated  and  engaged  (alone)  a vastly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  About  night  arose  a loud  hallooing  and 
cheering  on  the  enemy’s  left  and  a cessation  of  firing  in  that  direction, 
which  induced  us  to  believe  the  contest  had  been  decided.  Being  in 
doubt  as  to  the  result,  we  continued  the  engagement. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy,  who  had  been  deceived  by  the  cheering 
on  their  left  and  within  their  lines,  charged  in  force  upon  us.  We 
poured  several  murderous  fires  into  them,  which  checked  tlieir  advance, 
and  though  within  20  feet  of  ns,  caused  them  to  retire  to  their  original 
position.  Their  loss  at  this  point  was  much  heavier  than  upon  any 
other  portion  of  the  field,  being  at  least  ten  to  one  on  onr  side.  This 
ended  the  series  of  battles  in  which  the  Fortieth  Virginia  Volunteers 
took  part. 

Both  ofiicers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  were  not  at  all  wanting 
in  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  and  for  the  most  part  behaved  in  the 
most  praiseworthy  manner. 

We  sustained  a loss  of  180  killed  and  wounded,  being  about  one- 
half  the  effective  force  of  the  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBROUGH, 
Colonel  Fortieth  Virginia  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — I respectfully  recommend  the  following  promotions,  viz: 
Orderly  Sergt.  T.  1).  Ficklin  as  first  lieutenant,  to  fill  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  death  of  First  Lieut.  E.  Brockenbrough,  killed  in  engage- 
ment of  2Gth ; Sergt.  Maj.  J.  S.  Leader  as  second  lieutenant,  to  fill  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  death  of  Second  Lieut.  R.  B.  D.  Sydnor,  in 
engagement  of  30th.  Orderly- Sergeant  Ficklin  and  Sergeant-Major 
Leader  were  both  wounded  in  the  engagement  of  the  27th,  and  while 
they  behaved  gallantly  during  the  battles  of  [the]  26th  and  27th,  their 
conduct  was  about  equal  and  not  conspicuousl}^  above  that  of  many 
others  in  [the]  same  comiiany.  I recommend  them  upon  the  petition  of 
a majority  of  those  over  whom  they  will  have  command  and  from  my 
confidence  (derived  from  personal  acquaintance)  in  their  capacity  and 
qualifications  to  discharge  ably  and  faithfully  tlie  duties  of  the  offices 
for  which  they  are  recommended. 


NTo.  329. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  M.  Mayo.,  Forty -seventh  Virginia,  Infantry.,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill.,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  {Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 

Headquarters  Forty-seventh  Virginia  Regiment, 

July  15,  1862. 

General:  I have  the  honor  hereby  to  report  the  action  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Virginia  Regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Richmond: 
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With  the  rest  of  the  brigade  we  crossed  the  Ohickahominy  at  Meadow 
Bridge  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred 
until  arriving  near  Mechanicsville;  we  were  opened  upon  by  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  and  exposed  to  a most  galling  fire  until  late  at  night  without 
being  able  to  return  a shot. 

Our  casualties  at  this  place  were  10  iu  number,  including  2 cap- 
tains. 

On  the  next  morning,  Friday,  27th,  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  Cold 
Harbor,  and  again  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Powhite  Creek  iu  a very 
strong  position;  it  also  having  been  represented  by  some  that  it  was 
impossible  to  cross  the  creek  opposite  to  our  position,  though  this  proved 
afterward  to  be  entirely  erroneous.  The  brigade  being  ordered  to  ad- 
vance in  a double  line,  with  the  Forty-seventh  in  front,  we  approached 
to  within  musket-range  and  opened  fire,  continuing  to  advance  at  the 
same  time.  But  no  sooner  had  we  commenced  firing  than  the  second 
line  also  opened  fire,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  check  them,  I was 
obliged  to  make  my  men  lie  down  while  loading,  and  even  then  I had 
several  men  killed  and  wounded  by  my  friends  in  the  rear.  Among  the 
latter  was  Captain  Green,  a most  gallant  and  efficient  officer. 

We  remained  upon  the  ground  until  our  ammunition  was  exi)ended 
and  then  retired  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  about  80  yards  in  our  rear. 

Our  casualties  at  this  place  were  34,  the  number  engaged  being  about 
175  rank  and  file. 

We  did  not  again  participate  in  an  engagement  until  Monday  (30th), 
when  we  were  called  on  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  advance  upon 
two  batteries  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  taken  by  General  Longstreet’s 
division,  but  which  had  been  recaptured.  The  Forty-seventh,  with  the 
Second  Virginia  Battalion,  were  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  battery 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  they  did,  charging  immediately  in  front 
and  exposed  to  a raking  fire  of  grape  and  canister  for  three-quarters  of 
a mile.  As  soon  as  we  got  within  short  musket-range  we  opened  fire, 
continuing  to  advance  at  the  same  time,  and  soon  drove  the  cannoneers 
from  their  pieces.  We  followed  them  up  until  we  arrived  at  a position 
about  50  yards  beyond  their  battery,  when  we  were  oi:)ened  upon  both 
on  our  right  and  left  Hanks  by  a ver^^  severe  fire. 

Our  force  in  all  not  amounting  to  300,  a halt  was  called  to  await  re-en- 
forcements, and  in  the  mean  time,  at  the  suggestion  of  some  one  whose 
name  I have  not  been  able  to  find  out,  one  of  the  enemy’s  guns  was 
trained  to  the  left,  the  fire  from  that  quarter  being  much  the  hottest, 
and  fire  opened  upon  them.  The  fire  from  tlie  front  having  nearly 
ceased,  while  that  on  the  right  and  left  still  continued,  I caused  my 
command  to  be  formed  in  the  road,  so  as  to  protect  the  battery  from 
either  of  those  directions. 

About  this  time  you  rode  up  for  the  second  time  and  ordered  us  to 
cease  firing  the  cannon,  as  we  might  injure  some  of  our  friends  in  ad- 
vance. It  was  then  quite  dark.  Shortly  after  we  ceased  firing  the 
cannon  and  you  had  ridden  off  to  another  portion  of  the  brigade  the 
sounds  of  horses’  hoofs  were  heard  advancing  from  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  and  the  regiment  was  cautioned  to  be  on  their  guard.  They 
turned  out  to  be  four  horsemen,  who,  riding  up  on  our  left,  inquired 
who  we  were.  I called  out  at  the  top  of  my  voice  ^‘Friends,”  but 
some  one  on  the  left  having  unwittingly  called  Forty-seventh  Virginia 
Kegirnent,  two  of  the  party  turned  back  and  rode  off  at  a double-quick 
down  the  road.  They  were  instantly  fired  upon,  and  one  of  them,  who 
turned  out  afterward  to  be  Major  [Henry  J.]  Biddle,  adjutant  general  to 
General  McCall,  was  killed.  The  other  two  were  captured,  and  turned 


846 


THE  TENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chap.  XXIII. 


out  to  be  Major-General  McCall  and  one  of  his  couriers.  They  were 
both  immediately  sent  to  the  rear. 

Nothing  more  of  importance  occurred  that  night,  and  we  were  not 
actively  engaged  on  Tuesday,  thougli  somewhat  exposed  to  the  enemy’s 
artillery. 

The  casualties  in  this  engagement  were  34,  the  total  number  engaged 
being  156  rank  and  file;  making  the  total  number  of  casualties  in  all 
three  engagements  78. 

The  conduct  of  those  who  remained  with  their  regiment  was  so  uni- 
formly good  that  I find  it  almost  impossible  to  make  any  distinctions. 
I,  however,  make  the  following  recommendations  for  promotion:  Pri- 
vate T.  V.  Sanford,  Company  C,  clerk  in  commissary  department,  to 
the  place  of  second  lieutenant  in  Company  D,  in  which  there  are  two 
vacancies;  Private  Schooler,  Company  I,  color-bearer,  to  be  made  color- 
sergeant,  and  Private  Mason,  Company  E,  to  be  made  sergeant  in  said 
company. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

EG.  M.  MAYO, 

Colonel  Forty-seventh  Virginia  Regiment, 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  W.  Field,  Comdg.  First  Brig.^  Light  Biv. 


No.  330. 

Report  of  Col.  Francis  Mallory^  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry.,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Mechanicsvillej  Gaines’’  Millj  and  Frazier’s  Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm., 
or  Glendale). 

Headquarters  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  Volunteers, 

July  12,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Eichmond: 

On  the  night  of  Wednesday,  June  25,  the  regiment  was  on  picket 
near  the  Little  Meadow  Bridge.  About  3 p.  m.  Thursday,  June  26, 
it  being  reported  that  the  enemy’s  picket  had  been  withdrawn,  I im- 
mediately took  possession  of  the  bridge  which  he  had  held.  Our  bri- 
gade, being  in  advance,  was  soon  ordered  to  cross.  The  Fortieth  Vir- 
ginia crossed  first,  followed  by  the.  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  and  the  other 
regiments  composing  the  brigade.  A mile  or  more  beyond  the  swamp 
the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  across  the  road,  where  the 
first  prisoner  was  taken  by  Capt.  J.  F.  Alexander’s  company.  It  was 
here  that  we  received  a few  shots  from  the  enemy’s  picket,  who  retreated 
in  haste.  Turning  to  the  right,  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  Mechan- 
icsville.  About  half  a mile  from  Mechanicsville  our  line  of  battle  was 
again  formed  on  the  right  of  the  road,  supported  by  the  Sixtieth  Vir- 
ginia, Colonel  Starke  commanding,  the  Fortieth  Virginia  on  the  left, 
supported  by  the  Forty-seventh  Virginia  Eegiment  and  Second  Virginia 
Battalion. 

We  advanced  upon  Mechanicsville  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  from 
three  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  After  advancing  a short  distance  be- 
yond the  village  our  line  of  battle  was  changed  to  the  left,  facing  the 
batteries.  We  advanced  some  600  yards  in  the  direction  of  the  right 
battery,  when,  not  wishing  to  be  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade,  it  became  necessary  to  cross  the  field  to  the  left,  the  left  of  the 
brigade  being  at  this  time  under  cover  of  the  woods.  This  was  done 
by  marching  obliquely  across  the  field,  approaching  the  battery  as  we 
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neared  the  woods,  to  prevent  their  getting  our  range.  Before  enter- 
ing the  woods  the  regiment  was  halted  just  below  the  brow  of  a slight 
hill,  and  the  men  ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  them  from  the  shell, 
grape,  and  canister,  which  were  being  used  with  great  effect. 

Our  brigade  was  then  ordered  to  advance.  We  moved  forward  a 
few  hundred  yards  under  a very  heavy  fire  and  entered  a wood,  which 
we  attempted  to  charge  through.  But  the  undergrowth  being  very 
thick,  and  finding  another  brigade  in  front  of  us,  our  men  &came 
scattered,  many  of  them  mixing  in  with  this  brigade.  I ordered  a halt, 
but  finding  it  impossible  to  form  the  regiment  in  such  a place,  I directed 
the  men  to  fall  back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  reform.  This  was 
done  in  very  good  order.  By  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and  my  men 
being  very  much  exhausted  I fell  back  about  100  j^ards  over  a hill, 
where  we  rejoined  the  brigade  and  rested  for  the  night. 

In  this  engagement  my  loss  was  very  heavy,  being  greater  than  that 
of  both  the  others.  Oapt.  William  L.  Brooke,  Company  K,  was  killed 
while  gallantly  leading  his  company  and  both  of  his  lieutenants 
wounded.  His  company  was  on  the  left  of  the  colors  and  suffered 
more  than  any  other.  Oapt.  G.  W.  Street  and  Lieutenants  Bough  an, 
Ker,  and  Goolrick  were  wounded  in  this  engagement,  besides  a number 
of  men. 

About  12  m.  of  Friday,  June  27,  the  regiment  was  formed  with 
the  brigade  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Christian  in  command.  After  passing  a short  distance  beyond 
the  mill  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  to  support  General 
Anderson’s  brigade,  which  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front. 
We  advanced  to  his  support  until  w'e  found  his  brigade  halted  in  a 
small  orchard  in  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  battery.  This 
brigade  finally  broke  and  ran  through  ours,  throwing  it  into  some  con- 
fusion. We,  however,  did  not  retire  until  ordered  by  General  Field 
to  fall  back  in  order.  This  was  not  very  well  executed,  but  a por- 
tion of  the  regiment  was  immediately  rallied  by  Colonel  Christian,  and 
remained  with  him  during  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  doing  good 
service. 

In  this  engagement  Lieutenants  Mann  and  Garnett  were  killed,  and 
Lieut.  A.  Brockenbrough  and  2 or  3 color-bearers  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  we  marched  from  Gaines’  Mill  to  the  south  side 
of  the  Chickahominy.  Monday  morning  we  marched  a few  miles  and 
were  halted  in  the  woods  until  about  5 p.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered  with 
the  brigade  to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Kemper.  We  marched  at 
a double-quick,  when  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  the  Sixtieth  Virginia  on  our  left.  We  advanced  through  the 
woods  until  we  came  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  was  a battery  re- 
cently taken  from  the  enemy.  The  brigade  which  had  taken  it  had 
disappeared  and  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  a few  yards  of  the 
battery.  We  halted,  fired  a few  volleys,  and  charged,  driving  the 
enemy  about  1 mile  into  the  woods,  where  we  halted  to  reform,  and 
finding  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  flank  us  we  fell  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  where  we  remained  until  the  firing  had  ceased.  The 
regiment  was  ordered  to  remain  at  this  point  until  the  captured  battery 
could  be  taken  off,  when  we  marched  back  across  the  field  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

In  this  engagement  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Christian  was  seriously  wounded  j 
Maj.  T.  M.  Burke  and  Captain  Wright  killed,  and  Lieuts.  E.  G.  Haile 
and  K.  T.  Bland  and  Adjt.  B.  L.  Williams  wounded.  The  regiment  was 
in  readiness  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  July  1,  but 
was  not  actually  engaged. 
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The  officers  aud  men  who  remained  with  the  regiment  acted  well, 
but  many  of  them  who  had  been  on  the  sick  list  i)reviously,  and  were 
just  returned  to  duty  when  we  started,  being  weak,  were  compelled  to 
fall  out  during  the  march. 

I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the 
following-named  officers  for  coolness  under  fire  and  the  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  they  performed  their  duties : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Christian,  who  fell  severely  wounded  in  the  charge 
of  the  30th;  Adjutant  Williams,  Capt.  R.  B.  Fauntleroy,  Capt.  A.  D. 
Saunders,  Cajit.  Evan  Rice,  Capt.  G.  G.  Roy,  Capt.  J.  B.  eJett,  Capt.  E, 
M.  Healy,  Capt.  C.  N.  Lawson,  and  Capt.  J.  E.  Alexander,  and  Lieuts. 
A.  Brockenbrough,  L.  D.  Roane,  A.  Rennolds,  W.  J.  Davis,  R.  Healj  , 
jr.,  and  W.  A.  Street ; particularly  Captain  Fauntleroy  and  Lieutenants 
Brockenbrough  and  Roane. 

The  general’s  attention  is  also  called  to  the  following- named  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates : 

Sergeant-Major  Mallory,  Color-Sergeant  Fauntleroy,  Corporal  Micon, 
Company  A ; Privates  Nicholson,  Company  C,  and  Costenbader,  Com- 
pany E. 

The  following  are  names  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  iirivates 
honorably  mentioned  by  their  captains : 

Company  A. — Privates  Ruffin  Clarke,  E.  T.  Smith,  Ro.  Carter,  R.  H. 
Dunn,  and  A.  F.  Allen. 

Company  C. — Private  Thomas  H.  Thurston. 

Company  D. — Privates  Archibald  Brooks,  G.  C.  Minor,  Reu.  L.  Dyke, 
Gardner  Shackelford,  and  Burrell  Mitchell. 

Company  G. — William  F.  Garrett,  J.  W.  Carter,  R.  S.  Burch,  T.  J. 
McGeorge,  A.  W.  Hundley,  W.  C.  Wayne,  and  E.  D.  Munday. 

Company  H. — Privates  A.  E.  Vaughan,  G.  W.  Vaughan,  N.  Mason, 
E.  Clayville,  and  J.  H.  Trader.  Corporal  Stiff  fought  through  all  the 
battles  with  a sick  leave  in  his  pocket.  Sergeant  Robinson  acted  well. 

Company  1. — William  F.  Cavan,  James  D.  Yates,  R.  Todd,  and  V.  H. 
Fauntleroy. 

Company  M. — Sergeants  Bullock  and  Morris;  Privates  James  A. 
Smith,  R.  O.  Perry,  McGary,  Burruss,  Blanton,  Humphries,  Johnson, 
Newton,  Sacra,  Rice,  and  Goolrick. 

The  aggregate  loss  is  as  follows:  Killed,  22  ; wounded,  94;  missing,  3. 
I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  MALLORY, 

Colonel^  Co7nmanding  Fifty-fifth  Virginia. 

Capt.  G.  F.  Harrison, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Light  Division. 


No.  331. 

Report  of  Col.  Williain  E.  Starhe^  Sixtieth  Virgmia  Infantry,  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Meehanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill,  a7id  Frazm^’s  Farm  (Nelso7i’s  Far 7n, 
or  Glendale). 

Hdqrs.  Sixtieth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 

July  19,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond : 
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On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo  orders  were  received  to  hold  the 
regiment  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  iioti(te.  At  3 p.  m.  on 
that  day  we  received  the  order  to  take  up  the  line  of  inarch.  Obeying 
this  order,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  the  other  regiments  composing  the  brigade,  drove  in  the 
enemy’s  pickets  to  within  half  a mile  of  Mechanicsville,  at  which  point 
the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  Fifty- fifth 
Virginia,  on  the  right  of  the  road.  Advancing  steadily  we  forced  the 
enemy  to  abandon  Mechanicsville.  Immediately  beyond  this  point  we 
encountered  a severe  fire  from  their  batteries  in  crossing  an  oiien  field 
in  their  front. 

In  obedience  to  orders  the  direction  was  changed  to  the  left,  and 
marching  hy  that  flank  we  reached  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  that  side, 
where  we  were  halted.  Here  we  were  exposed  for  a few  moments  to  a 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries,  under  which  fire  I was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  and  turned  over  the  command  of  the  regiment  to 
Lieut.  Col.  B.  H.  Jones,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  facts  connected 
with  the  report  from  that  time  until  I resumed  the  command. 

Proceeding  through  this  wood  another  field  was  crossed  and  another 
wood  again  entered,  where  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  crest  of  a hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  a small  branch  in  the 
ravine  in  front  of  us.  Advancing  through  this  wood,  the  regiment 
having  been  wdieeled  into  line  of  battle,  we  moved  dowm  the  side  of  the 
hill,  took  our  position  in  rear  of  the  forces  of  a brigade  immediately  in 
our  front,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Here  for  at  least  two  hours 
the  battle  raged  most  violently. 

Our  loss  here  was  considerable,  Lieut.  S.  Lilly,  of  Company  I,  being 
killed;  Capt.  John  L.  Caynor  and  Lieut.  P.  M.  Paxton,  of  Company  F, 
and  Lieut.  S.  D.  Pack,  of  Company  A,  being  wounded,  and  many  pri- 
vates both  killed  and  wounded. 

About  10  o’clock  Friday  morning  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  H.  Jones  still  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  Having  passed  beyond  the  mill,  the  brigade 
was  halted  and  disposition  made  to  support  General  Anderson’s  bri- 
gade, which  had  been  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  in 
front  to  the  right  of  the  road.  This  regiment  was  formed  in  column  of 
companies  at  half  distance,  to  sui>port  the  regiments  of  the  briga4e  in 
line  of  battle  in  front.  Advancing,  after  a short  delay,  through  the 
wood  we  drove  back.the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  in  the  direction  of  his 
main  line.  Emerging  into  a field  in  Iront  the  command  was  given  to 
charge,  and  the  regiments  in  front,  supported  by  this  regiment  (tbe 
Sixtieth  Virginia),  rushed  forAvard  with  loud  shouts.  Unlortunately, 
however,  we  had  proceeded  but  a fcAV  hundred  yards  when  upon  reach- 
ing the  crest  of  the  hill,  within  full  view  of  the  enemy,  the  center  of 
the  line  encountered  a house  and  garden  fence,  which  broke  the  lines 
of  the  regiments  in  front.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  oijened  ui)on 
us  a terrific  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  Nevertheless  this  regiment 
maintained  its  position  until  some  regiments  in  front,  said  to  belong  to 
General  Anderson’s  brigade,  gave  way,  falling  back  through  the  bri- 
gade. We  were  then  commanded  to  fall  back  in  order  by  the  general 
commanding.  This  movement  was  attended  with  some  confusion,  but 
a large  proportion  of  the  regiment  rallied  gallantly  around  their  flag, 
and  many  members  of  other  regiments,  exhorted  by  the  general  com- 
manding and  others,  rallied  with  us.  Here  Capi.  iS.  H.  Tompkins,  of 
Company  G,  was  killed  while  most  gallantly  exhorting  his- command  to 
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stand  by  tbeir  colors.  Not  being  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  another 
charge  at  that  time  we  fell  back  to  the  woods,  where  the  regiment  re- 
mained until  again  ordered  forward  in  the  final  and  victorious  charge, 
in  which  charge,  however,  the  regiment  did  not  act  as  conspicuous  a 
part  as  was  desirable,  owing  to  a misapprehension  of  orders;  but  the 
whole  command  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness,  though  exposed 
for  several  hours  to  a most  harassing  fire  of  shell  and  musketry. 

The  regiment  remained  on  the  battle-field  until  Sunday  morning, 
when  the  brigade  crossed  the  Ohickahominy.  On  Sunday  eveniug  1 
rejoined  the  regiment  and  resumed  the  command. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  30th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Kemper^s  brigade,  then  engaged  near  Frazier’s  farm  with  an 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  advanced  at  double- 
quick  nearly  two  miles  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  a battery  of  eight 
guns,  KandalPs  Penn  Battery,  was  posted,  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  enemy  and  by  them  recaptured  before  we  reached  the  grouml. 

We  were  immediately  formed  into  line  of  battle,  the  Fifty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia on  our  right,  and  ordered  to  retake  the  battery.  Delivering  a few 
volleys  the  regiment  moved  forward,  charged  the  enemy,  drove  them 
into  and  through  the  woods  for  a considerable  distance,  killing,  wound- 
ing, and  taking  many  of  them  prisoners,  and  recapturing  the  battery. 
On  reaching  the  wood,  however,  the  enemy  poured  a heavy  fire  into  our 
line,  upon  which  the  command  was  given  to  charge  bayonets.  This 
command  was  obeyed  with  great  alacrity,  and  very  many  of  the  enemy 
fell  before  the  formidable  weapon.  After  driving  them  for  half  a mile 
beyond  this  point  the  brigade  v/as  ordered  to  halt,  where  we  remained 
for  half  a hour,  it  being  then  quite  dark.  The  enemy  not  again  appear- 
ing, the  regiment  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  battery,  and  there  re- 
main until  the  x^ieces  were  carried  oft  the  field.  This  accomplished  we 
returned  to  the  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

In  this  engagement  Cax)t.  W.  A.  Gilliam,  Comi^any  K,  and  Lieut. 
William  A.  Moore,  Company  F,  were  wounded,  with  a loss  of  many 
privates  killed  and  wounded. 

Sufiering  from  the  wound  in  my  hand,  I was  again  comx)elled  to  re- 
linquish the  command,  and  left  the  regiment  in  charge  of  Maj.  j.  C. 
Summers,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  11.  Jones  being  quite  unwell  and  having  been 
sent  to  liichmond  by  advice  of  the  surgeon. 

On  Tuesday  eveniug  the  regiment  was  drawn  ajj  in  line  of  battle 
with  the  brigade,  but  was  not  called  into  action. 

In  closing  this  rei3orfc  I must  beg  leave  to  mention  most  particularly 
the  great  gallantry  and  coolness  disifiayed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones, 
who  was  most  consx)iciious  in  every  engagement  until  forced  to  leave 
the  field  of  battle,  and  it  was  to  me  a source  of  intense  satisfaction  that 
when  forced  to  relinquish  the  command  I was  enabled  to  x)lace  the  regi- 
ment under  the  charge  of  so  capable  and  brave  an  ofheer.  Major  Sum- 
mers led  gallantly  in  various  charges  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged, 
acting  with  coolness  and  discretion.  To  Lieut.  T.  G.  Pollock,  adjutant 
of  the  regiment,  too  much  xmaise  cannot  be  rendered;  consx^icuous  in 
the  field,  leading  the  men  in  every  fight,  and  aiding  most  materially  in 
rallying  the  regiment  around  its  colors.  Of  the  ofheers  of  the  line, 
Capt.  G.  W.  Hammond  and  Lieuts.  H.  Grose,  A.  Given,  and  A.  John- 
son, Comx^any  D ; Capt.  J.  N.  Taylor  and  Lieuts.  Moses  McClintic 
and  I.  H.  Larew,  of  Company  E;  Cax^tain  Caynor  and  Lieuts.  J.  0. 
Cabell,  P.  M.  Paxton,  and  Moore,  Company  F ; Capt.  W.  S.  Eowan  and 
Lieuts.  S.  D.  Pack  and  J.  N.  Shanklin,  Comx^any  A;  Capt.  J.  W.  John- 
ston and  Lieuts.  H.  G.  Cannon  and  A.  Surbaugh,  Company  B ; Capt. 
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S.  S.  Dews  and  Lieuts.  E.  H.  Easley  and  F.  N.  Darlington  (the  latter 
commanding  the  Infirmary  Corps),  of  Company  C ; Capt.  J.  M.  Daily 
and  Lieuts.  R.  A.  Hale  and  G.  W.  Belcher,  Company  H;  Captain 

Gilliam  and  Lieuts. Wilson,  G.  S.  Heslep,  and  Charles  E.  Tucker, 

Company  K ; Capt.  S.  H.  Tompkins  (killed)  and  Lieuts.  A.  G.  Ingraham 
and  A.  J.  Kelly,  Company  G;  Lieut.  A.  G.  P.  George,  commanding 
Company  I,  aided  by  Lieutenants  Stevenson  and  Lilly  (the  latter 
killed),  all  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry. 

1 desire  to  notice  particularly  the  good  conduct  of  Lieut.  A.  G.  P. 
George,  not  only  throughout  all  the  engagements  in  which  the  regi- 
ment participated,  but  for  mouths  past  while  in  charge  of  Company 
I,  in  faithfully  discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  his  position.  Af- 
ter Captain  Caynor  receised  his  wound,  on  the  26th,  the  command 
of  Company  F devolved  on  First  Lieutenant  Cabell,  who  in  the 
succeeding  engagements  deported  himself  with  remarkable  coolness 
and  bravery.  Lieutenant  Ingraham,  of  Company  G,  who  assumad 
command  of  Company  G upon  the  death  of  Captain  Tompkins,  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  all  by  his  unshrinking  courage  and  resolu- 
tion. The  highest  terms  of  praise  apply  with  equal  justice  to  Lieuts. 
H.  G.  Cannon,  Company  B,  E.  H.  Easley,  of  Company  E,  and  E.  A. 
Hale,  of  Company  H,  upon  whom,  owing  to  the  wounds  or  sickness  of 
their  captains,  in  particular  engagements,  devolved  the  command  of 
their  respective  companies.  Lieut.  I.  H.  Larevf,  Comiiany  E,  particu- 
larly distinguished  himself  in  the  charge  of  the  30th ; seizing  the  colors 
of  tile  regiment  from  the  color-bearer,  who  was  exhausted,  he  bore  them 
gallantly  in  front  of  the  regiment  until  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the 
field. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  in  this  connection  that  Lieut.  L.  P.  Summers, 
Company  A,  was  absent  on  detached  service,  and  Lieuts.  T.  L.  Jones, 
Comiiany  B ; J.  L.  Johnson,  Company  Cj  C.  H.  Rector,  Company  G; 
Karr,  Company  H,  and  Capt.  W.  G.  Ryan,  Company  I,  were  absent  sick 
during  these  engagements. 

I would  be  doing  injustice  to  Sergeant-Major  Cordell,  a mere  youth, 
were  I to  omit  calling  special  attention  to  the  coolness  and  soldierly 
bearing  that  marked  his  conduct  throughout.  He  is  a young  officer  of 
great  promise.  Ordnance-Sergeant  Peyton  also  discharged  his  duties 
with  promptitude  and  fidelity.  Capt.  A.  McDonald,  quartermaster,  and 
Capt.  H.  Estill,  regimental  commissary,  were  prompt  and  efficient  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  their  general  conduct  ever  since  their 
connection  with  the  regiment  has  been  worthy  of  all  praise.  To  Surg. 
H.  R.  Noel  and  Assist.  Surg.  W.  R.  Capehart  I was  under  many  obli- 
gations for  their  unwearied  and  skillful  attentions  to  the  wounded  of 
the  regiment.  The  non-commissioned  officers,  with  but  three  excep- 
tions, acted  their  i)arts  well. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  noticing  the  conduct  of  Privates 
George  R.  Taylor,  Company  E,  and  Robert  A.  Christian,  Company  I. 
The  former  may  be  styled  ‘‘the  Father  of  the  Regiment.’’  Kear  sixty 
years  of  age,  he  volunteered  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  his 
energy,  patriotism,  and  general  good  conduct,  as  Avell  as  his  determined 
bravery  in  all  the  recent  engagements,  have  excited  the  admiration  of 
all.  Private  Christian,  in  the  bayonet  charge  of  the  30th,  was  assailed 
by  no  less  than  four  of  the  enemy  at  the  same  instant.  He  succeeded 
in  killing  three  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  though  wounded  in  several 
places  by  bayonet-thrusts,  and  his  brother,  Eli  W.  Christian,  going  to 
his  aid,  dispatched  the  fourth. 

Rev.  Kathauiel  G.  Robinson,  formerly  a lieutenant  in  Company  I,  buf 
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who  was  not  a candidate  for  re-election,  returned  to  the  regiment  after 
a brief  absence,  and  taking  his  musket,  fought  gallantly  through  the 
battles  of  the  26th,  27th,  and  30th  ultimo,  in  the  last  of  which  he  re- 
ceived a slight  wound.  Such  conduct,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  a 
sense  of  duty  alone,  is  worthy  of  note. 

For  a detailed  account  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  generally  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  several 
company  reports  accompanying  this  document. 

W.  E.  STAEKE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Sixtieth  Virginia  Regiment, 

Capt.  G.  F.  Harrison, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  First  Brigade,  Light  Division, 


Ko.  332. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Maxcy  Gregg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Bri 
gade,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’’  Mill. 


Headquarters  Light  Division, 

Camp  Gregg,  Ya.,  March  11,  1862. 

General  : I send  you  the  report  of  General  Gregg  of  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor  and  Colonel  McGowan’s  report  of  the  battle  of  Frazier’s 
farm.  This  report  of  Cold  Harbor  is  the  only  one  that  could  be  found 
among  General  Gregg’s  papers.  Please  put  them  with  my  report. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division, 
Camp  on  South  Anna  River,  near  Gordonsville,  Ya.,  Aug.  6, 1862. 

Major  : My  report  concerning  the  battles  before  Eichmoud  has  been 
delayed,  first,  by  the  delay  in  the  reports  made  to  me  by  subordinate 
commanders,  caused  by  the  wounds  or  sickness  under  which  all  of  them 
suffered,  and  next  by  movements  of  the  brigade  and  duties  in  the  field. 

After  night-fall,  on  June  25  last,  four  regiments  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, accompanied  by  Crenshaw’s  battery,  followed  from  the  position 
on  the  extreme  riglit  of  the  division  the  march  of  the  other  brigades 
to  the  left  and  halted  to  bivouac  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road.  The 
Fourteenth  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Mc- 
Gowan, was  left  on  picket  duty  on  the  edge  of  the  Cliickahominy  Val- 
ley, in  front  of  the  position  vacated  by  the  brigade,  to  be  relieved  by 
troops  of  another  division  the  same  night  and  to  follow  the  march.  By 
some  mischance,  however,  it  was  not  relieved  at  all,  and  had  to  remain 
in  place  the  next  day  and  night  and  until  the  middle  of  the  following 
day,  when  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  down  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
enabled  it  to  cross  over  and  rejoin  the  brigade  in  the  midst  of  the  battle 
of  Cold  Harbor. 

When  the  Light  Division,  in  the  afternoon  of  June  26,  crossed  the 
Meadow  Bridge  and  attacked  the  enemy  at  Mechanicsville  the  Second 
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Brigade,  still  marching  in  rear  of  the  division,  did  not  become  actively 
engaged,  but  was  deployed  in  reserve.  It  was  exposed  for  some  hours 
to  a fire  of  shot  and  shell,  from  which,  however,  the  lines  were  much 
sheltered  by  taking  advantage  of  inequalities  in  the  grouud  and  causing 
the  men  to  lie  down.  Only  4 men  were  wounded. 

At  one  time  an  erroneous  report  was  brought  to  me  that  the  enemy 
were  appearing  to  our  left  and  rear.  A detachment  from  Colonel  Mar- 
shall’s regiment,  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  quickly  detected  the  error. 

During  the  action  I sent  forward  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieut.  Langdon 
C.  Haskell,  to  learn  whether  re-enforcements  were  needed  from  my  bri- 
gade; but  as  he  did  not  meet  Major-General  Hill,  and  did  not  find  the 
state  of  the  battle  such  as  to  require  my  moving  forward  without  wait- 
ing for  orders,  I remained  in  position.  The  brigade  lay  on  its  arms  that 
night. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  I received  orders  from  General  Hill 
to  take  the  advance  with  the  Second  Brigade  and  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  their  position  on  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  at  Ellison’s  Mill.  Forming 
the  First  Kegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton 
commanding,  and  the  Twelfth,  Colonel  Barnes,  in  line  of  battle,  with 
two  companies  of  skirmishers — Ca])tain  Cordero’s,  of  the  First,  and  Cap- 
tain Miller’s,  of  the  Twelfth — thrown  forward,  while  the  Thirteenth 
Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Col.  O.  E.  Edwards,  and  the  First 
Kegiment  (Kifies)  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  Foster  Marshall, 
followed  in  support,  Crenshaw’s  battery  being  in  rear.  The  brigade 
advanced  to  the  attack.  Slight  resistance  was  made  here  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  passage  of  the  stream,  which  presented  a strong  natural  obsta- 
cle, was  gained.  Many  Confederate  soldiers,  wounded  or  killed  in  a 
preceding  unsuccessful  assault,  lay  in  the  road  toward  the  crossing  of 
the  creek  and  had  to  be  moved  aside  to  allow  the  passage  of  our  artil- 
lery. A small  bridge,  broken  up  by  the  enemy,  had  also  to  be  repaired. 
This  was  toward  8 o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Crossing  Beaver  Dam  Creek  the  brigade  advanced  along  the  road 
among  i)iles  of  knapsacks  and  other  property  and  burning  stores  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy,  with  skirmishers  from  the  First  and  Twelfth  Kegi- 
ments  kept  out  to  the  front  and  left.  Coming  into  the  edge  of  an  open 
field  Captain  Cordero’s  company,  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  were  fired  on  by  artillery  in  front,  and  Second 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Heise  and  a soldier  were  wounded.  Capt.  W.  T.  Haskell’s 
company,  of  the  same  regiment,  advancing  in  open  order,  discovered 
that  the  forces  meeting  us  in  front  from  the  left  were  those  of  Major- 
General  Jackson’s,  and  entered  into  communication  with  them,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  further  mischief. 

In  the  mean  time  two  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  (Miller’s  and 
Seville’s),  sent  out  under  Lieut.  Col.  Cadwalader  Jones  to  meet  some  of 
the  enemy  seen  on  the  left,  took  and  brought  in  some  17  prisoners,  be- 
longing chiefly  to  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  Eeserves. 

At  the  intersection  of  the  roads  near  Walnut  Grove  Church,  where 
Major-General  Hill  stopped  to  confer  with  Major-General  Jackson,  I 
received  General  Hill’s  further  instructions,  and  resumed  the  advance 
on  the  road  running  near  the  Chickahominy  to  Gaines’  Mill,  approach- 
ing the  vicinity  of  Hogan’s  house,  where  General  Lee  stopped  me  by 
the  road  side  and  gave  me  further  directions  for  advancing  and  attack- 
ing the  enemy.  I moved  the  brigade  forward  in  nearly  the  same  order 
as  at  first,  the  First  and  Twelfth  Eegiments  leading,  with  skirmishers 
in  front.  In  compliance  with  a request  sent  to  me  by  Major-General 
Longstreet,  I rode  hastily  across  to  Hogan’s  house,  where  I informed 
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General  Longstreet  of  the  route  by  which  my  brigade  was  moving 
forward,  and  learned  from  him  [of]  the  parallel  road  on  my  right,  by 
which  his  troops  were  to  move.  In  approaching  Po white  Creek  we 
passed  over  extensive  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy,  with  great  quanti- 
ties of  accouterments  and  stores  abandoned  or  burning.  A large 
pontoon  train  was  burning  in  a field  to  our  left. 

The  enemy  made  some  stand  at  Gaines’  Mill,  and  here  our  skirmish- 
ers, Cordero’s  and  Haskell’s  companies  of  the  First  and  Miller’s  of  the 
Twelfth,  became  sharply  engaged.  The  enemy  were  sheltered  by  trees; 
our  riflemen  availed  themselves  of  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  where 
they  could  fire  and  load  lying  down.  This  exchange  of  fire  having 
continued  for  some  short  time,  while  the  First  and  Twelfth  were  pre- 
paring to  advance  in  line,  and  judging  that  a rapid  charge  of  the 
skirmishers  would  dislodge  the  enemy  with  least  loss  to  our  troops,  I 
ordered  them  forward  at  the  double-quick.  At  the  word  of  command 
the  riflemen  sprang  to  their  feet,  and  advancing  impetuously  drove  the 
enemy  before  them.  The  First  and  Twelfth  now  followed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  after  the  bridges  over  the  creek  and  mill-race,  torn  up  by 
the  enemy,  had  been  relaid  by  a wu)rking  party,  under  directions  of 
Lieutenants  Johnston  and  Izard  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  crossed  the 
stream  and  again  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  to  ad- 
vance, supported  as  before  by  the  other  two  regiments.  It  was  now 
nearly  2 p.  m. 

The  advance  across  the  plain  which  extends  from  the  valley  of  the 
Po  white  Creek  to  that  beyond  Cold  Harbor  was  made  steadily  and  rap- 
idl3^  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  For  a good  part  of  the 
distance  the  line  advanced  at  the  double-quick.  Among  the  troops 
driven  from  the  ground  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Pegiinent  was  noticed. 
Descending  into  the  hollow  beyond  Cold  Harbor,  the  sides  of  which 
are  wooded  and  the  bottom  occupied  by  a marsh  somewhat  difficult  to 
cross,  the  brigade  dislodged  the  enemy  and  was  formed  in  two  lines, 
the  first  consisting  of  the  First  and  Twelfth  Pegiments,  on  the  farther 
hill-side,  the  second,  consisting  of  the  First  Pities  and  Thirteenth,  in 
the  low  grounds  behind.  Captain  Crenshaw’s  guns  were  placed  in 
battery  near  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  Cold  Harbor  side,  from  which 
he  commenced  firing  on  the  enemj^  across  the  valley,  who  replied  from 
batteries  on  the  hill  in  our  front.  In  this  position,  with  the  fire  of 
artillery  passing  overhead,  the  infantry  remained  at  a halt,  by  General 
Hill’s  orders,  from  about  2.30  o’clock  until  4 o’clock,  to  await  the  for- 
mation of  the  line  of  battle  on  our  right  and  left,  preparatory  to  a 
general  attack. 

When  General  Hill  sent  the  order  to  make  the  attack  I directed  the 
First  and  Twelfth  Pegiments  to  advance  up  the  hill-side.  The  ground, 
especially  in  front  of  the  First,  was  covered  by  a dense  thicket  of  young 
pines.  As  our  trooi)S  ascended  toward  the  open  ground  they  were 
met  by  a continuous  fire  of  small-arms  from  a mucdi  superior  number 
of  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  were  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  artil- 
lery, both  direct  and  oblique.  The  fire  was  so  destructive  that  they 
could  not  advance  farther.  Finding  that  great  damage  was  done  by 
an  enfilading  fire  from  a battery  established  a good  way  to  our  right,  I 
directed  Colonel  Marshall,  with  his  regiment,  to  charge  and  take  it. 
Throwing  forward  two  companies  in  open  order,  supported  by  two 
others,  as  reserves,  in  close  order,  and  following  with  the  I'est  of  the 
regiment  formed  in  column  in  companies.  Colonel  Marshall,  addressing 
a few  brief  and  stirring  words  to  his  regiment,  proceeded  upon  the 
execution  of  this  highly  perilous  service  in  the  handsomest  manner. 
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L The  two  flank  companies  of  Oapts.  James  M.  Perrin  and  Joseph  J. 

r Norton  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  under  the  command  of 

I Captain  Perrin.  The  companies  of  Captains  Miller  and  Miles  M.  Nor- 

f;  ton  followed  in  support.  The  four  leading  companies  were  all  under 

[■  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ledbetter.  The  charge  was  made 

f at  the  double-quick,  the  column  of  six  companies  being  deployed  into 

1 line  after  reaching  the  open  ground.  A most  destructive  fire  of  miis- 

ketry  and  artillery  in  front  and  in  flank  did  not  check  the  charge, 

■ which  was  continued  for  several  hundred  yards  across  the  open  g!  ound 

and  into  a wood  where  several  regiments  of  the  enemy  were  posted. 

I The  battery,  which  was  the  object  of  the  charge,  had  been  withdrawn. 

h!  The  regiment,  on  reaching  the  woods,  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy’s 

infantry  and  drove  them  on,  many  of  the  men  engaging  in  hand-to- 
; hand  conflicts  with  the  bayonet  and  with  clubbed  rifles.  A strong 

* body  of  New  York  Zouaves  now  made  a hot  attack  on  the  left  wing 

and  flank  of  the  regiment.  They  were  repulsed  and  brought  to  a stand 
t by  a steady  and  well-directed  fire  from  a party  which,  on  the  spur  of 

i:  the  moment  and  with  marked  j^reserce  of  mind  and  skill.  Lieutenant 

Higgins  formed  to  check  them.  Colonel  Marshall,  finding  that  no 
! support  was  sent  to  him  from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  now,  too,  hard 

\ pressed  on  its  own  front,  ordered  his  regiment  to  fall  back,  and  re- 

formed  it  in  the  wooded  hollow  some  distance  to  the  riglit  of  its 
I original  i)Osition,  where  a North  Carolina  regiment,  which  just  then 
' came  up,  and  aided  in  holding  the  ground. 

I Of  537  men  carried  into  action  Colonel  Marshall’s  regiment  lost  81 
I killed  and  234  wounded.  Nearly  all  of  this  loss  occurred  in  the  charge 
[,  just  described. 

I I refer  to  Colonel  Marshall’s  report  for  the  names  of  the  many  gallant 
J officers  mentioned  by  him,  both  those  who  fell  on  the  field  and  those 
[ who  passed  safe  through. 

“ I have  to  remark  that  in  the  two  leading  companies  deployed  in  open 
[ order  the  loss  was  not  so  heavy  in  proportion  as  in  the  other  companies. 
I have  no  doubt  that  by  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy  those  companies 
rendered  the  loss  in  the  whole  regiment  less  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been. 

! While  the  First  Eifles  were  thus  engaged  the  First  and  Twelfth  Eegi- 
ments,  although  relieved  from  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  battery  on  the 
right,  had  a hard  struggle  to  maintain  their  ground  against  the  supe- 
rior forces  in  their  front.  The  Twelfth  was  able  at  one  time  to  gain 
some  distance  in  advance  in  the  open  field,  but  Colonel  Barnes  found 
I it  necessary  to  withdraw  and  reform  his  line  on  or  near  his  original 
[ ground  in  the  hollow.  Two  of  the  companies  of  this  regiment  at  first — 
i McMeekin’s  aud  Erwin’s,  afterward  relieved  by  Bookter’s  and  Company 
C,  Lieutenant  Garvin  commanding — had  during  the  halt  in  the  hollow 
f been  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  advance  to  watch  the  enemy.  The  two 
last  named  only  resumed  their  places  in  line  after  the  return  to  the  hol- 
' low,  and  at  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  the  ground,  the 
right  of  the  Twelfth  got  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  First,  and  there  was 
much  danger  in  such  a thicket  of  the  first  suffering  from  the  fire  of 
that  portion  of  the  Twelfth  behind  it,  until  Colonel  Hamilton  inter- 
i posed  and  prevented  it.  The  Twelfth  advanced  again  abreast  with 
the  First,  and  the  two  regiments  fought  bravely  to  maintain  the  ground, 
but  sufiered  great  loss,  and  were  compelled  to  fall  back  with  some  dis- 
order. 

*■  In  the  First  Eegiment  all  the  members  of  the  color  guard  were  shot 
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down  around  Colonel  Hamilton,  who  for  a part  of  the  time  bore  the 
colors  himself. 

Colonel  Barnes,  of  the  Twelfth,  received  a hurt,  which,  although  he 
did  not  leave  the  field,  in  a great  measure  disabled  him  for  the  rest  of 
the  day. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  rendered  it  impracticable  to  preserve  or 
re-establish  regularity  in  the  first  line.  I,  therefore,  ordered  Colonel 
Edwards  to  hold  the  Thirteenth  ready  to  receive  the  enemy  with  a 
steady  fire  at  short  range  if  they  should  descend  the  hill-side  through 
the  pine  thicket.  The  Twelfth,  not  being  at  the  time  so  heavily  pressed 
as  the  First,  I left  to  continue  the  struggle.  The  First  I ordered  to  re- 
form at  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Thirteenth,  retiring  around  the  left 
of  that  regiment.  The  Fourteenth  Eegiment,  Colonel  McGowan^s,  now 
arrived  on  the  field  at  the  moment  it  was  so  greatly  needed. 

By  General  Lee’s  order  I had  sent  my  aide-de-camp,  Capt.  Harry 
Hammond,  across  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy  to  relieve  this  regi- 
ment from  duty  on  the  post  so  long  occupied  by  it  and  to  guide  it  to 
the  brigade.  Captain  Hammond  met  at  the  river  Captains  Wood  and 
Taggart,  sent  forward  with  their  companies  by  Colonel  McGowan  to 
endeavor  to  communicate  with  me.  The  bridge  at  which  they  met  was 
one  constructed  by  the  enemy  opposite  Dr.  Friend’s  house,  and  torn  up 
and  burned  by  the  enemy  the  night  before.  Leaving  his  horse  at  the 
river,  Cai)tain  Hammond  got  across  on  foot  and  carried  the  order  to 
Colonel  McGowan,  who  at  once  led  his  regiment  across  the  valley,  and 
hastily  repairing  the  bridge,  marched  on  for  the  battle-field  under  a 
constant  fire  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

{Sto])ping  the  fire  of  Crenshaw’s  battery  for  a short  time  to  allow  a 
passage  through  the  guns,  I ordered  the  Fourteenth  forward.  Tired  as 
they  were,  by  two  days  and  nights  of  outpost  duty  and  by  a rapid  march 
under  a burning  sun,  they  recovered  strength  at  once  and  advanced  with 
a cheer  and  at  the  double-quick.  Leading  his  regiment  to  the  right  of 
the  Thirteenth  and  across  the  hollow.  Colonel  McGowan  arrived  just  in 
time  to  repulse  the  advancing  enemy  and  prevent  them  from  establish- 
ing a battery  at  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  on  the  brow  of  the  hill. 
The  Fourteenth  was  formed  along  a fence  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  hollow,  and  maintained  its  position  gallantly  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.  After  it  had  held  it  some  time  alone  other  troops  came  up,  and 
in  concert  with  a North  Carolina  and  Georgia  regiment  the  Fourteenth 
made  a charge  across  the  open  field  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a battery. 
In  this  charge  Colonel  McGowan  was  bruised  by  a grape-shot  and  for 
a short  time  disabled.  The  distance  to  the  battery  being  too  great,  and 
the  fire  both  direct  and  cross  too  heav3^,  our  troops  halted  and  ia.y  down 
to  shelter  themselves,  then  retired,  and  the  Fourteenth  resumed  its 
position  near  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  after  the  close  of  the  battle 
it  lay  on  its  arms. 

Meanwhile  Colonel  Edwards  held  his  position  with  the  Thirteenth. 
The  enemy  did  not  venture  to  charge  directly  down  the  hill  upon  his 
position,  but  kept  up  a constant  fire,  which  caused  considerable  loss. 
Colonel  Edwards  threw  forward  his  light  company,  deploj^ed  as  skir- 
mishers, to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  pines  in  front  and  on  the 
right,  and  then  ordered  the  rest  of  the  regiment  to  take  a position  a 
little  in  advance  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  beyond  the  bogg^^  stream.  From 
the  difiiculry  of  crossing  the  bog  and  the  incessant  roar  of  cannon  and 
musketry,  his  commands  not  being  well  heard,  a separation  of  the  re'gi- 
ment  took  iilace.  A part  of  the  left  wing  effected  the  movement  in- 
tended by  Colonel  Edwards,  and  maintained  the  new  position  until  the 
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close  of  the  battle.  The  right  and  center  companies,  supposing  the 
i.  order  to  be  to  move  in  a different  direction,  marciied,  under  Maj.  T\  S. 

Farrow,  a short  distance  to  the  rear.  Desiring  to  form  a reserve  of  this 
*.  force  and  the  First  Eegiment  for  further  movements,  I directed  Major 

Farrow  to  march  farther  to  the  right  and  rear,  and  form  near  Colonel 
' Hamilton.  Two  companies  of  the  First,  those  of  Oapts.  W.  T.  Has- 

kell and  A.  P.  Butler,  not  having  heard  the  order  to  retire,  remained 
engaged  in  the  front,  and  on  the  advance  of  the  other  troops  acted  in 
' concert  with  those  nearest  to  them  to  the  end  of  the  battle.  Before  I 

I made  any  other  disposition  the  portions  of  the  First  and  Thirteenth, 

j under  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major  Farrow,  were  ordered  by  Major- 
; General  Hill  to  take  a position  considerably  to  the  right  of  my  brigade, 

I in  support  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and  Field.  At  the 
j close  of  the  battle,  being  united  with  the  First  Rifles,  the  whole  under 
I the  command  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  they  bivouacked  on  their  ground. 

1 In  the  progress  of  the  battle,  after  the  wound  received  b^"  Colonel 
* Barnes,  the  Twelfth  Regiment  having  sulfered  heavy  loss  and  being  in 
; difficult  grounds,  became  somewhat  separated,  but  portions  of  tiie  regi- 
r t uient,  falling  in  with  other  commands,  continued  the  fight  to  the  end. 
Captain  Bookter’s  company  thus  joined  and  fought  in  comjjany  with 
■ Col.  James  Cantey’s  regiment  from  Alabama. 

The  part  taken  in  the  action  by  Captain  Crenshaw’s  battery  was 
'W  important  at  the  beginning,  but  became  more  so  after  the  infantry  had 
* become  so  severely  engaged  and  after  two  regiments  and  the  greater 
-i  part  of  the  thiid  had  been  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  the  original 
position  of  the  brigade  to  be  held  by  a comparatively  small  force  of 
; * int'antry.  The  fire  of  the  battery  was  well  aimed  and  rapid,  and  its 
' position  under  an  exceedingly  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  was  main- 
tained with  the  greatest  gallantry.  At  one  time  very  heavy  bodies  of 
infantry  were  to  be  seen  in  the  oi)en  fields  beyond  the  ravine  and  to 
I our  light,  drawn  up  in  many  lines,  and  apparently  preparing  for  a 
formidable  advance.  Captain  Crenshaw’s  guns  directed  upon  these 
masses  caused  them  quickly  to  disappear,  sheltering  themselves  in  the 
long  hollow  which  ran  through  the  fields  and  rendered  the  enemy’s 
position  so  strong.  At  a late  liour  a large  body  of  troops  was  to  be 
seen  beyond  a house  in  front  and  on  our  left.  This  was  the  point  at 
which  we  thought  it  probable  that  General  Jackson’s  troops  would 
emerge  from  tlie  woods  and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  But  upon 
watching  the  body  of  troops  before  us  for  a short  time  I became  satis- 
fied that  they  belonged  to  the  enemy,  and  threatened  a dangerous 
^ assault  on  our  left,  where  it  was  weak.  I therefore  ordered  Captain 
Crenshaw  to  fire  upon  them.  Very  soon  a staff  officer  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Ewell  came  up  to  insist  on  stopping  this  fire,  as  General  Ewell 
believed  the  troops  before  us  were  friends.  1 caused  the  fire  to  be  sus- 
( pended  for  a few  moments,  but  being  fully  satisfied  by  further  observa- 
: tion  that  my  first  conclusion  was  right,  1 directed  Captain  Crenshaw  to 

• resume  the  fire,  which  he  did  with  good  aim,  dispersing  the  enemy 
quickly.  General  Ewell  was  afterward  fully  satisfied  with  the  correct- 
ness of  this  course.  At  one  time  during  the  action,  and  before  firing  on 
the  troops  just  mentioned.  Captain  Crenshaw,  with  my  approval,  with- 
, drew  the  battery  some  distance  to  the  rear  to  rest  for  three-quarters  of 
an  hour.  For  a part  of  the  time  during  the  action  two  or  three  bat- 
teries were  firing  on  him  at  once.  At  last,  two  of  the  brass  pieces 
' having  been  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  axles  and  the  other  two  having 

•;  become  too  hot  to  fire  and  many  men  and  horses  killed  or  disabled,  I 

directed  Captain  Crenshaw  to  withdraw  his  battery  from  the  field,  which 
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he  did  by  removing  the  two  disabled  pieces  by  hand  and  using  three 
horses  with  most  of  the  other  four  pieces. 

Captain  Crenshaw  was  immediately  replaced  by  Capt.  Marmaduke 
Johnson,  whom  General  Lee  ordered  forward  on  my  application  for 
another  battery.  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  already  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning  at  Mechanicsville  proved  the  efficiency  of  his  battery 
by  silencing  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  him,  entered  on  this 
second  conflict  with  great  vigor.  Three  batteries  opened  upon  him,  and 
he  was  exposed  to  an  incessant  shower  of  rifle  balls.  He  silenced  one  of 
the  enemy^s  batteries  by  the  use  of  round  shot  and  kept  up  the  contest 
hotly  with  the  others.  In  a short  time,  1 think  about  twenty  minutes, 
20  of  his  men  and  10  horses  were  killed  or  wounded  and  his  battery 
was  disabled  under  this  severe  fire ; his  men  stood  to  their  guns  like 
veterans  till  I ordered  the  battery  to  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  replace  it 
by  a section  of  that  of  Captain  McIntosh,  sent  forward  by  General  Lee 
at  my  request. 

Captain  McIntosh  had  hardly  taken  his  position  when  his  horse  was 
killed  under  him.  Like  Captain  Johnson,  Captain  McIntosh  had 
already  proved  the  efficiency  of  his  battery  at  Mechanicsville,  having 
opened  the  flght  and  been  hotly  engaged  the  evening  before,  and  hav- 
ing resumed  it  in  the  morning  until  all  his  ammunition  was  expended 
and  he  was  obliged  to  go  back  for  a further  supply. 

When  Captain  McIntosh  took  his  position  he  found  the  view  of  the 
enemy’s  position  too  much  obstructed  by  smoke  and  dust  to  allow  him 
to  aim  at  any  object.  He  fired  two  or  three  rounds,  but  no  artillery 
replied  to  him.  He  then,  by  my  direction,  withdrew  his  guns  some 
distance  to  the  rear,  to  remain  in  readiness  for  further  orders. 

It  was  now  toward  sunset,  and  from  this  time  until  8.30  o’clock,  when 
the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field  under  the  repeated  attacks  of 
large  bodies  of  fresh  troops,  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  engaged 
at  diflerent  points,  as  I have  stated  above. 

Camp  Gregg,  Ya.,  March  10, 18G3. 

I,  A.  C.  Haskell,  certify  on  honor  that  the  original,  of  which  the  fore- 
going is  a copy,  was  found  among  General  Gregg’s  papers.  I am  well 
acquainted  with  General  Gregg’s  handwriting,  and  I know  the  said 
report  to  be  in  his  proper  handwriting.  further  report  of  the  oper- 
ations around  Eichmond  can  be  found  among  General  Gregg’s  papers. 

A.  C.  HASKELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division, 

Laurel  Hill^  Fa.,  July  18,  1862. 

General  : I learn  from  Colonel  Hamilton,  commanding  First  South 
Carolina  Yolunteers,  that,  in  an  interview  with  yourself  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  other  day,  the  name  of  Major  McCrady,  of  the  same 
regiment,  having  been  somewhat  accidentally  [incidentally]  mentioned. 
Colonel  Hamilton  expressed  the  opinion  that  Major  McCrady  had  not 
behaved  properly,  saying  he  had  served  on  my  stafl;  on  June  27,  but 
could  not  find  his  regiment  until  it  was  driven  back,  and  that  now  he 
had  gone  home  on  sick  leave  ] upon  which  you  remarked  that  Colonel 
Hamilton  had  better  have  him  ordered  back,  and  that  you  would  issue 
such  order  if  Colonel  Hamilton  desired  it,  and  that  if  he  should  not 
report  you  would  have  a letter  of  another  kind  addressed  to  him,  which 
would  compel  him  to  resign,  to  which  the  Secretary  of  War  assented. 
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I differ  entirely  with  Colonel  Hamilton  in  the  view  which  he  takes 
of  Major  McCrady’s  conduct,  and  I beg  leave  to  interpose  to  prevent 
any  hasty  action  from  being  taken  against  Major  McCrady  without 
giving  him  a fair  hearing. 

When  my  brigade  was  put  in  march,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  o])erations,  Major  McCrady  was  sick  in  Eichmond.  He  left  a sick 
bed  and  overtook  me  on  the  battle-field  at  Cold  Harbor,  looking  ex- 
tremely feeble  and  ill.  He  said  to  me  that  he  thought  he  might  be 
able  to  accompany  me  and  perform  some  staff’  duty,  although  not  strong 
enough  to  accompany  his  regiment.  This  might  well  be,  as  I had  re- 
quired the  field  officers  to  dismount  a while  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
better  and  sending  orders  more  promptly.  Myself  and  my  staff 
remained  on  horseback.  I do  not  think  Major  McCrady  could  have 
reasonably  anticipated  less  risk  in  accompanying  me  on  staff  duty 
mounted  than  in  marching  with  his  regiment  on  foot.  I requested 
him  to  accompany  me,  and  he  did  so.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle  I sent 
him  to  rally  a portion  of  my  troops,  which,  from  the  difficulty  of  the 
ground  and  the  fierceness  of  the  enemy^s  fire,  had  got  into  some  dis- 
order. I do  not  think  I saw  him  again.  Some  time  after  proceeding 
to  execute  my  order  he  was  seen  by  one  of  my  captains  retiring  in  a 
state  of  exhauvstion.  He  told  this  officer  that  he  had  rallied  the 
trooi)s  referred  to  and  staid  with  them  in  the  fight  until  his  strength 
gave  out  entirely.  Major  McCrady ^s  regiment  had  at  this  time  been 
formed  by  my  order  somewhat  to  the  rear,  preparatory  to  another 
movement.  Major  McCrady  went  to  it,  and  in  attempting  to  dismount 
fell  to  the  ground,  as  I have  been  informed  by  his  brother  (Lieutenant 
Thomas  McCrady),  who  was  obliged  to  leave  him  thus  lying  on  the 
ground  when  the  regiment  was  shortly  afterward  ordered  by  Maj. 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  to  take  a iiosition  in  advance.  Lieutenant  McCrady 
has  not  since  seen  the  major,  but  understands  that  he  got  back  to 
Eichmond  in  a carriage  in  which  he  had  come  to  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  the  battle-ground. 

I understand  that  Major  McCrady  afterward  went  home  on  sick 
leave,  granted  in  Eichmond,  without  referring  the  application  to  his 
commanding  officers.  If  this  proceeding  was  irregular,  it  was  an  irreg- 
ularity which  the  War  Department  has  permitted  until  very  lately,  if 
it  is  not  still  permitted,  and  Major  McCrady  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  it. 

Colonel  Hamilton  himself  was  very  unwell  during  the  late  operations 
of  the  army,  and  at  one  time  on  the  march,  on  June  29,  sank  fainting 
from  his  horse.  He  refused,  however,  to  go  off  duty,  and  although  I 
was  advised  to  order  him,  I judged  it  best  not  to  do  so.  By  the  power 
of  his  constitution  Colonel  Hamilton  was  able  to  overcome  disease  in 
a remarkable  manner,  and  this  may  cause  him  to  apply  his  own  stand- 
ard to  other  men.  But  I do  not  think  it  right.  Few  men  have  such 
power.  Possibly  Major  McCrady  may  not  possess  it;  but  Major  Mc- 
Crady had  been  sick  for  a month  before  the  march  commenced,  and  was 
perhaps  in  a condition  of  body  wffiich  no  power  of  mind  could  over- 
come. I see  no  reason  whatever  to  question  the  good  conduct  of  Major 
McCrady. 

I respectfully  .request  that  you  will  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  read 
this. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ MAXC Y GEEGCx, 

Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  G.  8. 

General  S.  Cooper. 
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Report  of  Gapt.  D.  0.  McIntosh^  Pee  Bee  (8.  0.)  Artillery^  of  the  battles 
of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines'’  Mill, 

Headquarters  Pee  Dee  Artillery, 

July  14,  1862. 

General  : In  obedience  to  orders  I submit  herewith  a report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  command  in  ihe  late  combats  before  Richmond: 

At  about  4 p.  m.  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  General  Hill  ordered 
me  to  engage  the  enemy’s  batteries  to  the  rear  of  Mechanicsville,  then 
shelling  the  head  of  our  column.  I took  position  behind  a small  breast- 
work of  the  enemy  and  opened  upon  them  at  a distance  of  about  700 
yards,  mine  being,  I believe,  the  hrst  battery  to  open  fire.  After  a few 
rounds  one  of  the  howitzers  broke  its  axle  and  had  to  be  sent  to  the 
rear.  The  fire  from  the  other  three  pieces  was  continued  with  slight 
intermissions  until  about  9 o’clock,  when  I was  ordered  by  General 
Hill  to  cease.  The  enemy  at  one  time  directed  a fire  against  me  from 
three  points,  but  the  only  casualties  which  occurred  was  the  killing  of 
4 horses.  I had  discharged  when  the  firing  ceased  ICO  rounds  from 
each  gun,  and  they  becauje  so  warm  during  the  action  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  the  brass  piece  could  be  worked. 

At  daylight  on  Friday  morning  the  firing  was  resumed  on  my  side 
slowly,  as  I had  but  little  ammunition  left.  At  8 o’clock,  having  ex- 
pended evei*y  round,  I withdrew. 

The  casualties  on  this  morning  were — 1 man.  Private  J.  T.  McLindon, 
killed  and  Private  ilewgas  severely  wounded.  One  horse  was  also 
killed.  I carried  into  this  action  70  men,  exclusive  of  officers. 

At  12  m.,  having  received  a supply  of  ammunition,  I followed  the 
division  and  overtook  it  at  Cold  Harbor. 

During  the  afternoon  you  ordered  a section  of  the  battery  into  action. 
The  first  section  was  carried  in,  but  after  firing  two  or  three  rounds 
and  finding  no  artillery  opposed  to  me,  and  the  smoke  too  great  to  tell 
friend  from  foe  and  reporting  the  same  to  you,  I was  ordered  to  retire. 

In  this  action  Sergeant  Hepburn  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 

On  the  battle-days  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  I was  frequently  with 
the  battery  under  fire,  but  took  no  part  in  either  action. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

D.  G.  McIRTOSH, 

Captain, 

Brig.  Gen.  Maxcy  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


1^0.  334. 

Report  of  Col.  B.  H.  Hamilton.,  First  South  Carolina  Infantry.,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsville.,  Gaines’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm,  and  Malvern 
Hill. 


Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols., 
Camp  on  New  Market  Road,  Va.,  July  14,  1862. 
General:  In  obedience  to  orders  I desire  to  report  as  to  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles  of  June  27  and  30  and 
July  1:  ' . 
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On  Thursday  afternoon,  June  26,  I put  my  regiment  in  march  to 
cross  the  Ohickahomiuy  at  Meadow  Bridge.  Nothing  of  iaiportance 
occurred  until  my  regiment,  leading  the  brigade,  reached  a position 
commanded  by  the  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Mechanicsville  turnpike, 
when  a pretty  sharp  fire  of  shot  and  shell  was  opened  upon  my  regi- 
ment. By  compelling  my  men  to  lie  down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill 
I escaped  with  the  wounding  of  only  2 men — Company  F. 

On  Friday  morning  my  regiment  and  that  of  Colonel  Barnes,  leading 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  commenced  the  advance  upon  the 
lines  of  the  enemy.  We  crossed  Beaver  Dam,  only  being  slightly 
annoyed  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  On  reaching  one  of  the 
camps  of  the  enemy,  shortly  before  vacated,  I was  astonished  to  find 
myself  under  fire  from  field  artillery ; it,  however,  proved  to  be  a sec- 
tion of  artillery  belonging  to  the  army  of  General  Jackson.  The  mis- 
take was  soon  discovered,  but  unfortunately  not  in  time  to  prevent 
the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Heise,  Company  C,  and  one  private  of  the 
same  company. 

After  a short  delay  I was  ordered  to  advance  upon  Powhite  Creek, 
throwing  out  skirmishers  in  advance.  This  was  done,  and  for  some 
little  time  a brisk  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides ; but  the  enemy  soon 
ceased  to  attempt  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  which  was  done 
very  quietly  and  without  any  interruption.  After  a short  rest,  to  en- 
able us  to  collect  and  provide  for  our  w ounded,  we  resumed  our  march, 
and  soon  came  upon  the  camp  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Eegiment, 
which  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  give  us  battle;  but  upon  giving  the 
order  to  charge  bayonets  at  double-quick  they  broke  and  fled.  We 
continued  to  advance,  and  uj^on  gaining  an  open  field  commanding  a 
view  of  the  enemy’s  position  at  Cold  Harbor  we  were  subjected  to  a 
severe  fire  of  shell  from  the  battery  of  the  enemy.  This  fire  was  soon 
silenced  by  our  own  battery,  and  then,  under  your  order,  I advanced, 
upon  the  position  of  the  enemy  through  a thick,  swampy  piece  of 
ground,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  the  open  field.  In  a 
short  time  I saw  a brigade  moving  down  upon  us.  When  within  easy 
range  of  us  they  opened  a most  deadly  fire  upon  my  regiment,  wound- 
ing and  killing  a large  number  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  among 
these  all  of  my  color  guard. 

Here  was  my  principal  loss;  among  them,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Smith, 
who  had  distinguished  himself  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  Al- 
thongh  feeble  Irom  a recent  severe  illness,  his  wound,  which  at  first 
was  apparently  slight,  proved  eventually  mortal,  and  he  sank  to  rest 
calm  and  composed,  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  his  country. 

After  being  so  severely  handled  I considered  it  proper  to  take  my 
regiment  out  from  under  fire,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Upon 
coming  out  of  the  swmmp  I found  Colonel  Marshall  with  a remnant  of 
his  regiment.  This,  with  my  own,  I formed  in  line,  and  under  orders 
from  General  Lee  and  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  I took  command  of  these 
two  fragments  of  regiments  and  led  them  into  the  wood  in  rear  of  the 
I)08ition  occupied  by  the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and  Field. 
Soon  I was  joined  by  a portion  of  Colonel  Edwards’  regiment,  under 
Major  Farrow,  and  with  this  portion  of  the  brigade  I occupied  the 
ground  as  above  indicated,  and  on  Saturday  morning  I marched  my 
regiment,  by  your  orders,  to  another  position  near  the  battle-ground, 
where  we  remained  until  Sunday,  June  29. 

On  this  day  we  recrossed  the  Chii^kahominy.  We  marched  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  but  did  not  come  u])  witli  them  until  Monday  even- 
ing, June  30.  Then,  although  under  fire  and  having  several  soldiers 
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and  one  lieutenant  (Sweeney,  Company  K)  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  there  was  no  chance  of  our  coming  in  actual  contact  with  the 
enemy,  from  the  fact  that  the  ground  in  front  of  us  was  occupied  by 
others  of  our  own  troops. 

We  were  likewise  drawn  out  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  July  1,  but  did 
not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy,  although  for  some  time  under 
the  fire  of  artillery.  We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  with  the 
rest  of  the  Second  Brigade,  who  had  sought  the  shelter  of  their  gun- 
boats, and  after  remaining  for  twenty-four  hours  near  them,  we  were 
ordered  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  to  go  into  camp. 

I feel  that  it  would  be  invidious,  where  all  of  my  officers  and  most  of 
my  soldiers  behaved  so  well,  to  single  out  any  one  for  especial  praise, 
except  that  1 desire  to  mention  Private  Dominick  Spellman,  of  Com- 
pany K,  who  bore  my  colors  gallantly  during  the  battle  after  Sergeant 
Taylor  and  Corporal  Hayne,  who,  carrying  the  colors,  were  shot  down, 
the  latter  taking  them  from  my  hands  when  the  former  was  first  struck, 
to  be  mortally  wounded  himself  immediately.  I have  promoted  Private 
Spellman  to  be  color-bearer  for  gallantry  on  the  field  of  battle. 

I beg  to  submit  appended  list  of  casualties,  marked  A,*  and  likewise 
lists  showing  where  each  officer  and  soldier  of  the  regiment  was  on  the 
three  days  on  which  we  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  f 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTO^f, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Brig.  Gen.  Maxcy  Gregg, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  Light  Division, 


No.  335. 

Report  of  Col.  Dixon  Barnes^  Twelfth  South  Carolina  Infantry.,  of  the  hal 
ties  of  Mechanicsville,  Caines’’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  [Nelson’s  Farm, 
, or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regt.  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Laurel  Hill,  Va.,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  I submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  performed  b^y  the  Twelfth  Regiment  in  the 
late  battles  before  Richmond : 

On  the  26th  ultimo,  at  about  5 p.  m.,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
near  the  Central  Railroad,  having  bivouacked  the  night  previous  some 
5 miles  below  that  point,  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road.  Immediately 
after  crossing  we  turned  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville,  and  had  not 
advanced  far  before  Ave  came  under  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
been  attacked  by  the  advanced  forces  of  our  division.  We  continued 
our  marcli  until  we  came  within  a half  or  three-fourths  of  a mile  from 
the  point  at  which  the  battle  was  progressing ; formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  a fiat,  where  we  were  enabled  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  shell  and 
shot  of  the  enemy  by  laying  on  the  ground.  In  this  position  we  re- 
mained during  the  night,  being  annoyed  considerably  by  the  shell 
until  a short  time  after  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  1 man,  who  was  A^ery  slightly  injured  by  a piece  of  shell, 
we  escaped  unhurt. 


Embodied  in  returns,  p.  982. 
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Early  the  next  morning  we  marched  across  the  Mechanicsville  turn- 
pike road  in  the  direction  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  Arriving  within  half 
a mile  of  that  stream  we  halted,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  sent  forward 
Company  B (Captain  Miller)  as  skirmishers.  We  were  then  ordered  by 
General  Gregg  to  cross  the  stream  and  occupy  the  hills  beyond.  This 
order  was  promptly  executed  and  without  much  resistance,  except  from 
scattering  shots  from  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  who  fled  as  we  advanced. 
We  were  now  in  full  view  of  deserted  camps  and  burning  fires  in  front. 
We  immediately  continued  our  march,  and  about  half  a mile  farther  we  en- 
tered a piece  of  woods  where  a large  heap  of  commissary  and  other  stores 
were  on  fire.  But  the  quantity  of  knapsacks,  oil-cloths,  and  other  arti- 
cles scattered  through  the  woods  and  along  the  roads  gave  unmistaka- 
ble evidence  that  the  enemy  had  left  his  camp  in  great  haste.  FI  ere  we 
halted  a short  time,  when  General  Gregg  came  up  and  ordered  the  regi- 
ment to  be  formed  in  column  of  companies  and  to  advance  in  that  order. 
Just  at  this  moment  I was  told  that  the  enemy  had  been  seen  on  our 
left.  This  fact  I communicated  to  the  general,  when  he  ordered  the  two 
left  companies  to  be  sent  in  that  direction  to  reconnoiter.  Immediately 
Company  B,  Captain  Miller,  and  Company  K,  Captain  Neville,  were 
sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones.  The  regiment  now 
moved  off  in  column  and  soon  [arrived]  at  a church,  where  we  met  Gen- 
eral Jackson^s  command,  or  a portion  of  it.  We  remained  here  a short 
time,  during  wliich  the  two  companies  sent  out  to  reconnoiter  on  our 
left  sent  in  9 prisoners,  and  soon  after  came  themselves,  bringing  8 more, 
making  17  in  all  captured. 

We  continued  the  march  without  further  resistance  until  we  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines’  Mill,  on  Powhite  Creek.  Here,  the  enemy 
making  demonstration  of  resistance,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle,  and  Company  B,  Captain  Miller,  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers. A spirited  attack  being  made  by  the  skirmishers,  and  at 
the  same  time  a few  shells  being  thrown  from  one  of  our  batteries,  the 
enemy  were  soon  jjut  to  flight,  making  toward  a pine  thicket  beyond 
the  creek.  Advancing  to  the  creek  we  found  the  bridge  torn  iq). 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  cross  on  the  dam,  and  after  crossing  to 
wait  for  orders.  In  a short  time  the  bridge  was  repaired,  so  as  to 
enable  the  whole  command  to  cross. 

The  regiment  was  then  formed  in  line,  and  throwing  forward  Company 
A,  Lieutenant  Parker,  and  Company  I,  Captain  Yanlandiugham,  as 
skirmishers,  we  advanced  at  double-quick  toward  the  pine  thicket,  the 
enemy  as  before  tiring  and  retiring  before  us. 

In  this  advance  Private  N.  S.  Camp,  Company  A,  was  killed. 

Continuing  the  pursuit,  we  soon  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy  in  force 
at  Cold  Harbor.  In  a few  moments  a fight  commenced  between  our 
artillery  and  that  of  the  enemy.  The  shells  from  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  soon  began  to  fall  thick  and  fast  around  us,  and  taking  the 
double-quick,  we  advanced  to  a branch  in  front  of  us,  and  toward  the 
enemy,  under  a heavy  fire  of  shell.  Crossing  this  branch,  we  came  to 
a halt  for  nearly  two  hours.  During  the  halt,  by  order  of  the  general, 
I sent  Company  F,  Captain  McMeekin,  and  Company  H,  Captain  Erwin, 
in  advance  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  afterward  relieved 
them  by  Company  D,  Captain  Bookter,  and  Company  G,  Lieutenant 
Garvin.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  Company  E aud  Conqiany  D 
had  each  2 men  wounded. 

About  5 p.  m.,  as  near  as  I can  guess,  the  Twelfth  and  First  Pegi- 
ments  were  formed  in  line,  the  Tweli’th  having  only  eight  companies, 
the  two  sent  in  advance  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  not  hav- 
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ing  been  called  in.  j\[y  understanding  of  tlie  order  was  that  we  were 
to  make  the  attack  on  the  enemy.  Tne  general  himself  giving  the  order 
to  march,  we  moved  off  up  the  hill  through  the  pines,  and,  on  reaching 
the  open  field  above,  the  Twelfth  Eegiinent  continued  the  march  across 
this  field  toward  a branch  or  hollow  200  or  300  yards  in  front  of  us, 
where  the  enemy  was  known  to  be.  We  did  not  advance,  however, 
more  than  100  yards  before  a battery  (the  position  of  which  I was  not 
before  aware  of),  situated  in  a piece  of  woods  about  300  or  400  yards  to 
my  right,  poured  a heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape  shot  upon  us,  wound- 
ing and  stunning  5 or  6 men  the  first  volley. 

I now  discovered  that  the  First  Regiment  had  halted  at  the  edge  of 
the  pine  thicket,  and  saw  at  once  that  to  attempt  to  reach  the  hollow 
under  this  fii  e,  and  then  to  encounter  the  enemy  there,  or  to  change 
front  and  march  alone  against  the  battery,  would  be  to  sacrifice  the 
regiment  with  little  or  no  damage  to  the  enemy.  This  being  the  sit- 
uation of  the  regiment,  I immediately  marched  by  the  left  flank  down 
the  hill  to  the  branch,  turned,  and  marched  up  the  branch,  through  a 
dense  thicket  and  under  a heavy  fire  of  shell  and  shot,  until  I got 
opposite  the  pine  thicket  through  which  I had  gone  before  entering  the 
open  field.  We  were  now  out  of  range  of  the  artillery,  and  here  I 
formed  the  regiment  in  line  as  soon  as  I could,  being  joined  by  the 
two  companies  who  were  out  reconnoitering  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  when  we  commenced  the  advance. 

The  regiment  was  now  marched  in  line  through  the  pines  up  to  the 
edge  of  the  open  field  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment. Scarcely  had  we  got  in  position  before  a greatly  superior  force 
appeared  in  front  of  us,  and  an  engagement  immediately  ensued,  being 
commenced  by  us.  We  held  our  position  obstinately  for  a time,  but, 
in  consequence  of  overwhelming  numbers,  we  were  driven  back  a 
short  distance,  suffering  seriously  in  killed  and  wounded.  Although 
our  numbers  were  much  reduced,  and  our  line  somewhat  broken,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  command  was  soon  rallied,  and  recovered  our 
former  position  at  the  edge  of  the  open  ground. 

xigain  we  poured  a vigorous  fire  into  the  enemy  and  maintained 
our  position  for  sometime,  but  owing  to  the  great  disparity  of  numbers 
we  were  again  forced  back,  sustaining  a heavy  loss  in  ofneers  and 
men. 

The  entire  command  by  this  time  was  well-nigh  exhausted  and  greatly 
reduced.  I myself,  from  exhaustion  and  from  a wound  which  I received 
in  the  thigh,  causing  considerable  pain,  was  unable  to  take  further 
command.  I am  not  able  of  my  own  knowledge  to  say  what  part  any 
portion  of  the  command  took  in  the  fight  after  this  time,  yet  from 
reliable  information  I am  fully  convinced  that  some  did  fail  in  with 
other  commands  and  continue  the  fight.  Captain  Bookter,  with  Lieu- 
tenant Talley  and  others  of  his  comi)any,  joined  an  Alabama  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cantey,  and  while  with  this  regiment  Captain 
Bookter  and  several  of  his  men  were  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  command  as  a whole  was  gallant  and  commend- 
able. We  had  when  we  left  Mechanicsville  about  430  muskets,  includ- 
ing many  who  were  indisposed.  Taking  from  this  number  those  who 
tired  out  during  the  march  of  the  day,  I am  sure  that  we  did  not  carry 
more  than  400,  if  that,  into  the  fight. 

The  casualties,  a list  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  are  47  killed 
and  434  wounded,  making  a total  of  148  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  was  First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Delaney,  commanding  Companj^  B. 
He  was  killed  in  the  first  conflict  at  the  edge  of  the  pine  thicket.  By 
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bis  death  the  regiment,  the  State,  and  the  Confederacy  has  been  de- 
prived of  an  officer  of  intelligence  and  great  gallantry.  Among  the 
wounded  are  some  of  our  most  valuable  officers,  to  wit:  Captains  Van- 
landingham,  McMeekin,  Bookter,  and  Miller.  Captains  Yanlandingham 
and  McMeekin  were  wounded  at  the  last  stand  we  made  at  the  edge  of 
the  pine  thicket.  I am  not  informed  as  to  [the]  place  Captain  Miller 
was  wounded,  he  having  been  absent  ever  since.  Captain  Bookter,  as 
before  stated,  was  wounded  after  joining  an  Alabama  regiment,  late  in 
the  evening.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  wounds  of  Captains 
Bookter,  McMeekin,  and  Miller  are  such  as  to  render  the  loss  of  their 
services  only  temporary,  but  even  this  will  be  seriously  felt  by  the  regi- 
ment. The  wound  of  Captain  Vanlandingham  was  such  as  to  require 
the  amputation  of  the  left  leg.  His  loss  will  be  seriously  felt  in  the 
regiment,  and  to  his  company  it  will  be  irreparable. 

Passing  by  all  the  details  of  the  i)ursuit  I come  now  to  the  fight  of 
Monday  evening,  June  30.  About  5 p.  m.  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  enemy,  halted,  and  stacked  arms  in  a piece  of  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  road.  The  fight  soon  commenced  in  front  of  us,  and 
about  6.30  o’clock  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  formed  in  line 
and  marched  by  the  right  flank  about  miles  to  a point  near  where 
the  fight  was  progressing.  On  arriving  at  this  point  we  were  halted 
and  the  regiments  were  formed  in  column  of  companies,  the  Twelfth 
being  third  in  order.  About  sundown  the  Twelfth  was  ordered  to  form 
line  to  the  front.  This  being  done,  we  were  ordered  to  march  through 
the  thicket  and  take  position  in  rear  as  a support  to  the  Fourteenth, 
which  had  been  previously  sent  into  the  fight.  I marched  a short  dis- 
tance through  the  thicket  and  came  upon  the  First  Eegiment  lying  down. 
Halting  there  for  a few  seconds  to  make  some  inquiry  about  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Fourteenth,  I gave  the  command  left  face,  marched  around 
the  left  of  the  First  Eegiment,  then  marched  to  the  front,  and  took 
position  about  200  or  300  yards  in  rear  of  the  firing,  with  my  right  flank 
a short  distance  from  and  nearly  opposite  the  center  of  the  line  of  the 
First  Eegiment  and  perpendicular  to  it.  I made  the  men  lie  down  in 
order  to  protect  them  from  the  bullets,  which  were  flying  fast  and  thick 
over  and  about  us.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  the  close  of 
the  fight,  about  8.30  p.  m.,  having  7 men  wounded  at  this  place. 

Colonel  McGowan  now  brought  out  his  command  (the  Fourteenth) 
and  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  bivouacked.  About  10  or  11  o’clock 
at  night  the  general  himself  came  to  us  and  ordered  us  to  return  in  the 
morning  to  the  place  we  had  left  in  the  evening.  This  we  did,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  until  about  6 p.  m.  of  Tuesday,  July  1.  We 
were  then  marched  up  the  road  about  2 miles,  passing  the  battle  ground 
of  the  previous  day,  and  were  there  halted. 

In  a very  short  time  the  battle  of  July  1 began  and  progressed 
fiercely  in  front  of  us  and  on  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy.  The  firing  of 
the  enemy  soon  slackened  on  his  right,  but  was  taken  up  fiercely  along 
his  line  toward  his  center  and  left,  and  we  were  marched  back  about 
half  a mile,  halted  and  faced  to  the  front.  General  Hill  came  up  and 
ordered  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  to  remain  in  that  position  and 
watch  toward  the  enemy.  Here  we  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
fight,  without  participating  in  the  engagement. 

I close  this  report  by  acknowledging  the  cordial  and  efficient  assist- 
ance rendered  me  by  Lieut.  Col.  Cad.  Jones,  the  only  field  officer  I had, 
and  also  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  faithful  discharge  by  Dr.  J.  Ford 
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Prioleau,  surgeon,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Keith,  assistant  surgeon,  of  their  ardu- 
ous duties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  BARNES, 
Colonel  Twelfth  Regiment, 

Capt.  A.  0.  Haskell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  336. 

Report  of  Col.  0.  E.  Edwards^  Thirteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry.,  of  the 

battles  of  Beaver  Bam  Creeh,  or  Mechanicsvillej  Gaines*  Mill.,  Frazier’s 

Farm  (Nelson’s  Farm^  or  Glendale).,  and  Crew’s  Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 

July  18,  1862. 

Report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina 
Volunteers  in  the  late  combats  before  Richmond,  with  lists  of  casual- 
ties : 

1.  The  Thirteenth,  numbering  413  men,  reached  the  scene  of  action, 
near  Mechanicsville  and  Bea  ver  Dam  Creek,  at  6.30  p.  m.  on  June  26. 
Formed  line  of  battle  and  remained  under  fire  of  shot  and  shell  until 
9 p.  m.,  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  then  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
the  spot.  No  casualties. 

2.  In  the  action  at  Beaver  Dam,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my 
regiment  numbered  414.  The  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy^s 
battery  beyond  the  creek  opened  at  4 a.  m.,  sweeping  across  our  posi- 
tion, and  continued  until  5.40  o’clock,  when  we  advanced  half  a mile 
to  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike;  halted  [and]  loaded.  Under  orders  to 
support  Colonel  Barnes  (Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers) 
I advanced  in  that  attitude  to  the  bridge  across  the  creek  (7.35  a.  m.), 
where  a brief  delay  occurred  to  repair  the  bridge.  Crossing  as  soon  as 
the  work  was  completed  I pursued  the  march  directly  on  along  the  road 
to  Walnut  Grove  Church,  where  at  9.10  a.  m.  the  command  halted  un- 
til 10  a.  m.  No  casualties. 

3.  In  the  action  near  Powhite  Creek,  about  noon  on  the  27th,  my  regi- 
ment numbered  414.  Under  the  former  orders  extended  I moved,  sup- 
porting Colonel  Barnes,  forming  line  of  battle  at  12  m.  While  the 
front  of  the  brigade  was  actively  engaging  the  enemy  I moved  on  in 
position  assigned  me,  through  some  camps  of  the  enemy,  to  the  road 
near  its  crossing  a bridge  over  the  creek.  Halted  while  the  bridge  was 
being  repaired. 

Casualties — 1 wounded. 

4.  Into  the  action  at  Gaines’  farm,  or  Cold  Harbor,  my  regiment  went 
with  413  men.  Under  orders  to  support  Colonel  Hamilton,  First  Regi- 
ment South  Carolina  Volunteers,  I moved  forward  at  2 p.  m.  from  Pow- 
hite Creek  eastward  toward  the  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy. 
Near  the  outset  of  this  advance  1 lost  some  men. 

After  a brief  pause,  by  order,  the  forward  movement  was  continued 
until  we  reached  a ravine  and  brook  between  the  position  about  this 
time  assumed  by  Captain  Crenshaw’s  field  artillery  and  the  main  front 
of  the  enemy.  This  halt  of  the  brigade  was  at  2.40  p.  m. 

The  fire  under  which  my  regiment  remained  here  was  very  heavy, 
and  from  the  ordering  forward  of  the  commands  of  Colonels  Hamilton, 
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Marshall,  and  Barnes  it  was  a double  fire  from  front  and  right.  Being: 
ordered  to  hold  the  position  assigned  me  along  the  brook  until  Colonel 
Hamilton  should  fall  back,  I held  the  position  and  awaited  that  event- 
My  instructions  were  to  hold  the  position  and  be  ready  when  Colonel 
Hamilton  fell  back,  and  then  to  pour  a destructive  volley  into  the  enemy 
as  he  emerged  from  the  pines;  that  Colonel  Hamilton  at  that  juncture 
would  take  position  in  my  rear  to  support  me.  After  occupying  this 
exposed  position — exposed  by  reason  of  the  apparently  unimpeded  fire 
of  small-arms  pouring  constantly  upon  us,  as  before  stated — for  an  hour 
or  so  without  the  appearance  of  Colonel  Hamilton  or  his  command,  find- 
ing my  regiment  severely  pressed  and  partly  surrounded  by  the  enemy 
upon  my  right,  where  I had  expected  the  regiments  of  our  own  brigade^ 
and  finding  the  availabibty  of  my  left  wing  materially  interfered  with 
by  the  bog  and  undergrowth,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  change  my  position 
slightly.  I accordingly  ordered  forward  as  skirmishers  my  right  com- 
pany, driving  the  enemy  from  that  wood,  and  then  threw  my  regiment 
a few  yards  across  the  brook  with  a view  of  protecting  my  right,  in 
case  of  a repetition  of  the  enemy’s  former  movement,  and  as  the  best 
means  of  holding  my  position  as  ordered,  for  the  purpose  indicated  m. 
that  order.  The  brook  is  passable  at  only  two  or  three  x>lacei8  m the 
portion  occupied,  so  that  a regular  movement  in  line  was  impractica- 
ble. In  the  confusion  produced  by  this  circumstance,  by  the  din  of  in- 
cessant cannon  and  small-arm  firing,  and  other  noise  incident  to  bat- 
tle, my  commands  could  not  be  heard  perfectly,  and  the  irregular  nature 
of  the  ground  and  the  undergrowth  caused  a separation  of  the  wings  of 
m}^  command. 

Major  Farrow,  with  the  right  and  center  companies,  in  a few  minutes 
reported  to  Brigadier-General  Gregg,  near  by,  and  under  orders  froni 
him  took  position  on  another  part  of  the  field.  A fragment  of  three 
companies  of  the  left,  under  my  command,  remained  on  the  ground  until 
night  and  victory  closed  the  action.  Bivouacked  on  the  field. 

Casualties — 4 killed,  44  wounded,  4 since  died. 

5.  My  regiment  went  into  the  action  at  Willis’  Church  Monday,  June 
30,  numbering  342  men. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  we  halted  in  a wood  adjacent  to  the  action  and  were 
for  nearly  an  hour  under  a sporadic  fire  of  shells,  by  which  I lost  1 mam 
killed. 

At  6.30  the  brigade  moved  forward  to  the  immediate  scene  of  the  bat- 
tle. My  regiment  moved  under  same  orders  to  the  left  by  successive 
stages,  halting  frequently. 

About  7.30  loaded,  fixed  bayonets,  and  when  it  neared  the  front  of 
the  supposed  enemy,  under  a galling  fire  of  small-arms  in  front,  it  was 
ordered  to  form  in  close  column  of  companies,  and  to  charge  bayonets 
through  a dense  copse.  This  movement  was  arrested  to  inquire  defi- 
nately  whether  friends  or  enemy  were  before  us,  for  darkness  utterly 
I)revented  our  distinguishing  by  sight.  Inquiry  seemed  to  result  in. 
determining  that  our  friends  were  before  us,  and  I was  ordered  to  mova 
by  the  right  and  reform  in  the  road  from  which  the  charge  was  made,, 
which  I did  promptly  and  bivouacked  there  for  the  night. 

Casualties — 1 killed,  15  wounded,  1 since  died. 

6.  My  regiment  numbered  269  in  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  or 
Crew’s  farm,  on  July  1. 

At  5 p.  m.  we  were  marched,  with  some  halts,  perhaps  2 miles  to  a 
position  near  the  road,  where  our  line  of  battle  was  formed  about  8 p. 
m.  Here  we  were  under  sporadic  fire  of  shells  until  about  9.30,  when 
the  action  closed.  We  then  returned  to  our  bivouac.  No  casualties* 
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General  summary. — Killed,  5;  wounded,  60.  Grand  total  casualties, 
65.  Since  dead,  5.  Grand  total  deaths,  10.* 

The  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  regiment — oflBicers  and  men — in  these 
actions  were,  with  a few  exceptions,  highly  commendable.  They  were 
steady,  cool,  prompt,  and  ready.  Under  the  most  trying  ordeal  of  re- 
ceiving a severe  fire  for  hours  without  returning  it  they  proved  them- 
selves efficient  soldiers  and  worthy  our  great  cause. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

O.  E.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  A.  0.  Haskell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  337. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  McGowan.,  Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of 
the  battles  of  Gaines’’  Mill  and  Frazier’s  Farm  {Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glen- 
dale). 


Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Regt.  South  Carolina  Yols., 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  under 
my  command, in  the  late  battles  around  Richmond: 

On  Wednesday,  June  25,  the  brigade  was  encamped  at  Smith’s  farm, 
on  the  Chickahominy,  and  my  regiment  went  on  picket  duty  that  morn- 
ing. During  that  day  all  the  brigade,  except  my  regiment,  was  or- 
dered to  move  up  the  river  toward  Meadow  Bridge.  I was  informed 
that  other  troops  would  relieve  me  on  picket  during  Wednesday  night, 
and  in  that  case  I was  to  follow  and  join  the  brigade.  It  turned  out, 
however,  that  we  were  not  relieved ; the  regiment  remained  on  picket 
all  the  night,  next  day,  and  the  next  night,  being  two  days  and  nights, 
without  rest  or  sleep.  About  10  a.  m.  on  Friday  we  could  discover 
from  our  jiicket  post  on  the  hills  that  the  enemy  was  retreating  and 
•our  friends  pursuing  them  down  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Chickahom- 
iny. As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  cleared  our  front  I sent  two  compa- 
nies (Captains  Wood  and  Taggart)  down  to  the  river,  to  communicate, 
if  possible,  with  General  Gregg.  They  there  found  Captain  Harry 
Hammond,  of  the  general’s  staff,  who,  not  being  able  to  get  his  horse 
across  the  river,  came  on  foot  to  the  regiment,  delivered  an  order  for 
ns  to  join  the  brigade,  and  guided  us  on  the  march.  We  had  great 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  river,  as  the  enemy  had  torn  up  and  burned 
the  bridge — the  upper  new  bridge — the  night  before.  We  succeeded, 
however,  in  repairing  it,  so  that  the  regiment  crossed  and  moved  on, 
under  a constant  fire  of  shells  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  The 
ambulance  and  surgeon’s  wagon  had,  however,  to  make  the  circuit  by 
Mechanics ville,  and  arrived  about  the  time  the  battle  began.  The  day 
was  intensely  hot,  and  the  regiment  being  much  fatigued.  Captain 
Hammond  led  us  to  a point  near  where  the  brigade  was  engaged,  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  enemj",  and  halted  us  to  rest  for  a few  mo- 
ments while  he  went  forward  to  see  the  general. 

At  this  moment  the  battle  opened  with  great  fury  and,  exhausted  as 
we  were,  we  were  at  once  ordered  forward.  By  the  direction  of  the 
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general  and  under  his  own  eye  I formed  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  Cren- 
shaw^s  battery  (which  ceased  firing  for  a moment  to  allow  us  to  i)ass)y 
and  charged  at  the  double-quick  between  the  guns,  down  the  hill^ 
straight  toward  the  heavy  firing  in  the  front.  I was  informed  by  the 
general  that  I would  find  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Edwards  and 
Barnes  in  the  skirt  of  woods  bordering  the  field  occupied  by  the  enemy ; 
as  soon,  therefore,  as  we  had  crossed  the  boggy  ravine  in  the  woods  and 
commenced  to  ascend  the  hill  beyond  I halted  the  regiment  and  sent 
out  in  every  direction  to  find  the  regiments  indicated.  The  thicket 
was  very  dense,  and  for  fear  of  firing  into  friends  I went  forward  my- 
self to  the  edge  of  the  field  held  by  the  enemy,  calling  aloud  for  our 
friends,  who  were  supposed  to  be  there.  I soon  found  that  no  friends 
were  in  front  of  us,  for  the  enemy  had  retaken  possession  of  the  field 
and  were  in  the  act  of  establishing  a battery  at  the  edge  of  the  woods 
near  where  my  regiment  stood.  Seeing  the  enemy  in  front  and  hear- 
ing nothing  of  our  friends,  I ordered  the  Fourteenth  to  advance  alone 
through  the  woods  to  the  fence  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  hold  that 
position,  which  was  promptly  and  gallantly  done.  For  a long  time  we 
held  this  position  without  any  assistance  whatever. 

During  this  period  the  enemy  once  made  an  effort  to  turn  our  left 
flank,  but  was  repulsed  by  the  left  companies,  under  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
D.  Simpson.  The  left  wing  of  the  regiment  was  then  advanced  over 
the  fence  and  through  the  pine  thicket,  making  nearly  a right  angle 
with  the  right  wing,  but  it  was  soon  drawn  back  to  its  original  position^ 
At  length  a North  Carolina  regiment  came  up  on  our  right  and  a 
Georgia  regiment  on  our  left.  Endeavoring  to  act  in  concert  with 
these  we  made  a charge  upon  the  batteries  in  front  of  us,  but  finding 
the  distance  so  much  greater  than  was  expected,  in  an  open  field,  under 
a terrific  cross-fire  of  musketry,  grape  shot,  and  canister,  the  men,  after 
having  gone  over  half  the  distance,  were  compelled  to  lie  down,  and 
soon  after  were  ordered  to  retire  and  occupy  their  former  position.  In 
this  charge  I received  a severe  bruise  on  my  right  side  from  a grape 
shot,  which  for  a short  time  disabled  me.  We  never  yielded  for  one 
instant  our  original  position ; we  held  it,  except  when  charging,  all  the 
afternoon.  We  held  it  at  the  time  the  batteries  were  finally  carried, 
late  in  the  evening,  and  after  the  struggle  was  over  fell  upon  the 
ground  entirely  exhausted,  and  slept  there  surrounded  by  the  dead 
and  dying. 

I grieve  to  have  to  state  that  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
battle  is  large.  Lieutenant  Plunkett,  Company  H,  was  shot  twice,  and 
gloriously  died  upon  the  field.  Maj.  W.  J.  Carter,  Captains  Brown, 
Taggart,  and  Croft,  Lieutenants  Brunson,  O.  W.  Allen,  Stevens,  Mc- 
Carley,  Dorroh,  and  Carter  were  wounded,  besides  many  others  were 
killed  and  wounded,  a list  of  whom  is  hereto  attached;*  some  have 
since  died. 

The  whole  regiment  acted  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
where  all  did  their  duty  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate  without  injus- 
tice. Lieutenant-Colonel  Simpson  and  Major  Carter  were  always  active 
in  preserving  order  and  in  encouraging  the  men.  Adjutant  Beady  was 
also  active  until  he  was  wounded  and  left  the  field.  William  F.  Nance, 
esq.,  of  Newberry,  happened  to  be  with  the  regiment  when  it  left  the 
I)icket  station  Friday  at  noon,  and  being  unwilling  to  remain  a mere 
spectator  at  such  a time  he  voluntarily  accompanied  us,  and  made  the 
cliarge  of  that  evening  with  the  regiment.  Cax)t.  C.  H.  Suber,  assistant 
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quartermaster,  as  directed,  remained  with  the  train  at  our  camp  upon 
Smith’s  farm. 

In  regard  to  the  fight  of  Monday  night  the  general  well  knows  how 
suddenly  we  were  called  upon  to  go  into  it.  We  had  marched  all  day 
ontil  late  in  the  evening,  and  soon  after  we  arrived  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  fight  it  was  represented  to  us  that  the  enemy  was  turning  the  left 
of  our  lines.  I was  directed  to  form  the  Fourteenth,  which  was  the 
leading  regiment,  in  line  of  battle  immediately,  and  send  forward 
through  the  thick  undergrowth,  skirmishers,  to  feel  the  enemy  and  as’ 
certain  his  position.  I accordingly  sent  forward  Captain  West,  who 
threw  out  his  men  as  skirmishers  and  gallantly  advanced  some  300 
yards  toward  our  left  and  front.  In  a few  moments  he  returned,  stating 
that  he  had  found  General  Featherston  in  the  undergrowth  wounded, 
who  informed  him  that  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  were  all  around  him, 
that  he  was  in  danger  of  being  captured,  and  that  if  any  Confederate 
troops  were  near  at  hand  they  should  advance  at  once.  As  soon  as 
Captain  West  made  this  report  my  regiment  was  ordered  forward 
through  a perfect  jungle  of  vines  and  bushes.  We  took  the  direction 
aiulicated  by  the  skirmishers,  and  as  soon  as  we  approached  the  open 
ground  in  which  the  enemy  had  hastily  thrown  uja  a breastwork  we 
fell  upon  his  skirmishers,  who  upon  our  approach  scattered  and  fied 
ill  every  direction.  The  regiment  was  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  cleared 
;ground  and  volley  after  volley  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
who  returned  upon  us  a very  hot  and  fatal  fire.  In  this  musketry  fight 
some  of  my  men,  having  obtained  patent  cartridges,  shot  seventy  times. 
At  one  time,  just  after  dark,  the  belief  seemed  to  take  possession  of  the 
enemy,  as  it  did  of  ourselves,  that  we  were  mutually  fighting  our  friends, 
^nd  the  firing  ceased  for  a time  entirely.  During  the  cessation  of  fire 
sill  officer  came  over  to  us  and  inquired  who  we  were.  I demanded  to 
know  to  what  regiment  he  belonged ; to  which  he  replied  the  Twentieth 
Indiana,  which  was  in  the  woods  to  our  left  and  front.  Thereupon  he 
was  politely  informed  that  he  was  in  the  midst  of  the  Fourteenth  Eegi- 
ment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  the 
rear  for  safe-keeping.  A few  moments  after  this  interview  an  officer  of 
the  enemy  was  distinctly  heard  to  give  the  command,  Commence 
firing,”  and  in  a moment  the  whole  ridge  in  our  front  was  a sheet  of 
fiame.  They  poured  into  the  regiment  for  a short  time  the  most  de- 
structive fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground  and  returned  the  fire 
until  the  enemy  fled.  The  Fourteenth  certainly  fired  the  last  gun  in  the 
battle  of  Monday.  We  remained  on  the  ground  until  all  the  firing  had 
ceased,  and  then  joined  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade.  Once  dur- 
ing the  evening  the  enemy  endeavored  to  turn  our  left  flank,  but  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Simpson  directed  upon  them  the  fire  of  the  left  companies, 
.and  with  distinguished  gallantry  drove  theui  back.  If  we  could  have 
liad  a regiment  on  our  left  we  certainly  would  have  captured  theTwentieth 
Indiana  Kegiment. 

In  this  contest  also,  as  well  as  that  of  Fridaj^,  we  lost  many  valuable 
officers  and  men.  Captains  Owens,  Harper,  and  Stuckly  were  wounded, 
the  first  two  I fear  very  seriously.  Lieutenant  Davis  died  gallantly 
on  the  field,  and  Lieutenants  Watson  and  Miller  were  wounded,  besides 
many  others  killed  and  wounded,  a list  of  whom  is  inclosed.*  Seven 
captains  went  into  the  fight — 6 were  wounded,  leaving  only  1 for  duty. 

In  the  combat  of  Monday  night  we  took  about  20  prisoners,  the  names 
and  regiments  of  some  of  whom  are  remembered : Harrison  Patrick, 
'Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  Company  B ; Frederick  Harvey,  For- 


Not  found. 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


seven-days’  battles. 


871 


tietli  Kew  York,  Company  Hj  Captain  Eeed,  Twentieth  Indiana,  Com- 
pany K,  and  15  or  16  others,  mostly  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Eegi- 
meiit.  Having  no  place  to  keep  these  prisoners,  they  were  turned  over 
by  my  direction  to  a mounted  escort  in  charge  of  prisoners. 

As  we  were  going  into  the  charge  General  Pryor,  in  rear  of  whose 
brigade  we  passed,  presented  to  General  Gregg  a battle-flag,  bearing 
upon  its  folds  the  names  of  Williamsburg  ” and  Seven  Pines,”  and 
belonging  to  St.  Paul’s  Louisiana  Battery,  which  the  general  intrusted 
to  the  Fourteenth  for  that  occasion.  I called  upon  Company  D,  the  flag 
company,  for  a flag-bearer,  and  T.  W.  Carwile,  quite  a youth,  volunteered 
to  carry  it,  and  did  carry  it  through  the  fight  with  great  gallantry.  It 
was  struck  by  balls  five  times  during  the  contest,  and  yet  the  bearer 
escaped  unhurt.  I recommend  young  Carwile  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  general  for  his  distinguished  gallantry. 

I cannot  omit  to  mention,  also,  the  services  of  Lieut.  James  Dunlap, 
of  Co.  F,  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  laborious  duties  as  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  after  his  gallant  captain  (Owens)  had  fallen,  dis- 
charged, also,  at  my  request,  the  duties  of  adjutant  of  the  regiment.  I 
take  pleasure  in  commending  him  as  a most  faithful  and  efficient  officer. 

As  my  adjutant  and  both  orderlies  were  shot  down  in  the  first  ac- 
tion (Orderly  White  was  killed  and  Orderly  Harrison  seriously,  if  not 
mortally,  wounded),  I am  unable  to  give  the  exact  number  that  went 
into  the  different  combats.  I know  that  several  fainted  and  many 
broke  down  on  the  march.  I judge  that  about  500  went  into  the  fight 
of  Friday  and  about  200  into  that  of  Monday  evening.  It  will  be 
seen  that  our  loss  is  more  than  half  the  number  engaged.  We  lost  on 
Friday  18  killed  and  197  wounded  and  missing,  and  on  Monday  11 
killed  and  65  wounded  and  missing  j total,  291.  Some  of  those  re-' 
ported  as  wounded  have  since  died.  I have  heard  of  the  death  of 
Captain  Owens,  Sergeant  Franks,  and  Albert  Boyce,  and  I greatly  fear 
that  others  have,  and  that  many  will  still  die. 

The  honored  and  lamented  dead  have  laid  down  their  lives  in  a just 
cause,  defending  their  country  from  invasion  and  their  homes  from 
pollution.  They  died  gallantly.  Their  names  will  be  embalmed  in 
history  as  martyrs  of  liberty  and  added  to  the  long  roll  of  Carolina’s 
departed  heroes. 

I have  been  greatly  indebted  to  Surgeon  Huot  and  Assistal^  Sur- 
geon Youngblood  and  their  assistants  for  their  indefatigable  attehtion 
to  the  numerous  wounded. 

Hoping  that  the  general  is  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  regiment, 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  McGOWAE^, 

Colonel  Fourteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Haskell,  Aide-de-Camp, 
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Report  of  Col.  J.  Foster  Marshall.,  First  South  Carolina  Rifles.,  of  the 
battles  of  Mechanicsmlle,  Caines’’  Mill.,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  {Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 


Hdqrs.  First  Eegt.  South  Carolina  Yol.  Eieles, 
Second  Brigade,  Light  Division, 
, 1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report,  as  embracing  the  part  that  my  regiment 
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took  in  the  battles  before  Eichmond,  commencing  Thursday,  June  26, 
and  ending  on  Tuesday  night,  July  1,  instant : 

On  Wednesday  night,  June  25,  the  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Meadow  Bridge,  on  Ghickahominy,  and  halted  about  3 a.  m.  to  rest 
the  troops  preparatory  to  the  coming  struggle. 

On  Thursday  evening,  4 p.  m.,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion  for 
Meadow  Bridge,  which  we  reached  about  6 p.  m.,  the  enemy  having 
abandoned  all  their  intrench ments  near  the  bridge  and  fallen  back  upon 
their  stronghold  at  Mechanicsville.  The  other  brigades  of  the  divis- 
ion having  engaged  the  enemy  in  and  around  Mechanicsville,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  immediate  need  of  our  brigade,  and,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  I formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  a hedge-row 
to  await  further  orders.  Here,  during  a heavy  cannonade  of  shell  and 
grape,  my  regiment  was  put  to  a severe  trial  of  their  courage  for  two 
and  a half  hours  without  the  privilege  of  returning  a shot  j but  I am 
happy  to  report  that  not  a man  shrank  from  his  post  of  duty. 

I 'had  1 private  killed  by  a shell — Samuel  O.  Eeid,  of  Company  G. 
Night  closed  with  the  capture  of  Mechanicsville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Second  Brigade  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P. 
HilPs  division  was  put  in  the  advance  and  pressed  on  after  the  enemy 
as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  allow.  On  approaching  Gaines^ 
Mill  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  strong  force  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek  to  resist  our  crossing  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge.  After 
reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy  the  Second  Brigade  was  soon 
formed  into  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right,  supported 
by  Colonel  Edwards ; Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  supported  by  Col- 
onel Marshall.  Thus  formed,  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  and  in 
fifteen  minutes  after  we  opened  fire  they  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
Cold  Harbor.  , 

The  division  having  crossed  over.  General  Gregg  was  again  put  in 
the  advance,  and  was  ordered  to  reconnoiter  and  scour  the  woods  and 
fields  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  enemy’s  works. 
For  this  purpose  the  same  line  of  battle  was  formed  by  the  brigade  as 
before,  crossing  at  Gaines’  Mill,  and  the  order  to  advance  given.  As 
soon  as  we  discovered  the  enemy,  posted  in  a pine  thicket,  the  charge 
was  made,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  drove  them  out,  and  those  we  did 
not  capture  or  wound  beat  a hasty  retreat  to  the  main  battle  ground, 
selected  and  fortified  by  the  enemy. 

At  2 p.  m.  we  advanced  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  rested  a few 
moments  preparatory  to  a charge  upon  the  enemy’s  positions.  The 
Crenshaw  Battery  was  ordered  forward,  which  in  a gallant  style  opened 
upon  the  enemy’s  position  in  front.  This  disclosed  two  heavy  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  who  commenced  throwing  shot  and  shell  into  our  ranks 
at  a destructive  rate.  The  Second  Brigade  was  now  formed  into  line 
of  battle,  with  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right.  Colonel  Marshall  in  the 
center.  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Edwards  for  a support. 
In  this  position  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy  at  a double-quick  under 
heavy  discharges  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  many  falling  killed  and 
wounded.  We  dashed  through  tree  tops,  mud,  marshes,  and  branches, 
driving  the  enemy  before  us  until  we  got  possession  of  the  brow  of  the 
hill  upon  which  the  enemy’s  batteries  in  strong  force  were  posted. 
Here  we  remained  for  about  two  hours,  exposed  to  canister,  grape,  and 
musketry,  while  a heavy  cannonade  was  going  on  over  our  heads  be- 
tween the  Crenshaw  Battery  and  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  4 p.  m.  you,  having  determined  to  take  a battery  which  had  been 
throwing  grape  and  canister  on  our  right,  called  for  the  First  South 
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Carolina  Volunteer  Eifles.  I asked  what  were  your  orders.  You  re- 
plied that  you  wanted  me  to  take  a battery,  with  my  regiment,  which 
had  been  xdaying  on  our  right  and  drive  the  enemy  back.  The  battery 
was  about  500  yards  in  that  direction,  pointing  with  your  hand.  I 
replied  that  I would  do  it  if  it  were  possible. 

I placed  the  two  flanking  companies,  Captains  Perrin’s  and  J.  J. 
Norton’s,  100  yards  in  ffont  as  skirmishers,  covering  the  front  of  my 
regiment  when  deployed,  and  under  the  command  of  Captain  Perrin. 
I placed  Captain  Miller’s  company  50  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  Perrin’s 
to  support  him,  and  Capt.  Miles  M.  Norton  50  paces  in  rear  of  Capt.  J. 
J.  Norton  to  support  him.  I placed  the  four  companies  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ledbetter  in  rear  of  these  companies. 
Thus  disposed,  I placed  the  six  remaining  companies,  viz,  Cai)tains 
Harrison’s,  Moore’s,  Cox’s,  Hennegan’s,  Hawthorne’s,  and  Hadden’s,  all 
the  captains  being  present  and  in  command  of  their  respective  com- 
panies. Before  giving  the  command  to  advance  I called  upon  the  regi- 
ment to  remember  the  State  from  whence  they  came ; to  put  their  trust 
in  God,  and  acquit  themselves  like  men. 

At  this  awful  moment  there  was  not  a quiver  nor  a i)allid  cheek, 
nor  a disposition  to  give  way  on  account  of  feeble  health,  when  there 
were,  as  I personally  know,  more  than  20  men  who  had  just  risen 
from  beds  of  sickness  to  participate  in  the  battles.  There  was  a calm- 
ness and  settled  determination  on  the  part  of  every  man  to  do  or  die  in 
the  attempt.  I gave  the  command,  “Double-quick,  march  ! ” and  as 
soon  as  we  had  gained  the  old  field,  “ Charge  bayonets,”  at  the  same 
time  deploying  the  six  remaining  companies  to  the  left,  supporting  the 
entire  line  of  skirmishers. 

As  soon  as  we  emerged  from  the  pines  we  were  met  by  a most  de- 
structive fire  from  the  enemy  in  front  and  on  our  left,  and  as  soon  as 
we  had  cleared  about  100  yards  of  the  old  field  two  heavy  batteries  on 
our  left,  about  600  yards  off,  poured  into  our  ranks  a deadly  fire  of 
grape  and  canister. 

Here  it  was  that  my  adjutant,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Sloan,  was  shot  down  at 
my  side  while  gallantly  aiding  me  and  urging  on  the  charge  of  the  regi- 
ment. Here  also  fell  Capt.  E.  A.  Hawthorne  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany. A few  paces  farther  fell  Captain  Hennegan,  another  noble  spirit, 
leading  his  company.  Close  by  his  side  fell  his  gallant  lieutenant 
(Brown),  and  farther  [on]  fell  the  gallant  and  patriotic  Lieut.  Samuel 
McFall,  and  near  him  fell  Sergeant-Major  McGee  nobly  cheering  the 
men  on  to  the  charge. 

My  men,  although  now  under  three  cross-fires,  and  falling  thick  and 
fast  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  never  once  faltered.  Finding 
no  battery,  they  dashed  on  to  the  woods  in  front,  where  were  posted 
seven  regiments  of  the  enemy,  including  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserves.. 
Here  my  men  got  the  first  chance  to  exchange  shots.  They  commenced 
a deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy,  advancing  upon  them  as  they  delivered 
the  fire,  some  of  the  men  having  it  hand-to-hand,  clubbing  their  rifles, 
then  dispatching  foui-  or  five  with  the  bayonet ; many  taking  deadly 
aim  through  the  forks  of  trees.  While  this  successful  movement  wa& 
going  on  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  was  about  being  outflanked  by 
about  500  New  York  Zouaves,  who  came  down  upon  my  left  in  a des- 
perate charge.  I looked  for  my  support,  but  could  not  see  any,  and 
then  to  the  left  of  the  field  for  the  other  two  regiments,  but  could  not 
see  either  of  them,  and  thus  I was  left  alone  contending  against  seven 
regiments.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Higgins  gathered  around  him  some 
30  riflemen,  who  poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  Zouaves  such  a deadly 
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fire  as  to  bring  their  left  to  a stand- still.  During  this  halt  of  the  Zou- 
aves I ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back,  after  having  drove  the  enemy 
to  their  camp  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  we  entered,  and  then 
filing  to  the  right  conducted  them  in  safety  down  a road,  where  I 
formed  the  remnant  under  cover  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Zouaves. 
Just  as  I was  forming  a [N'orth  Carolina  regiment  came  up  and  assisted 
us  in  giving  a complete  check  to  any  further  movement  of  the  enemy 
in  this  quarter. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  desperate  charges  I ever  before  witnessed, 
and  I feel  thankful  to  a kind  Providence  that  so  many  of  us  escaped 
to  witness  the  most  complete  triumph  of  our  arms  in  the  hardest- con- 
tested battle  before  Eichmond,  and  the  one  which  decided  the  fate  of 
the  Yankee  Army. 

That  night  the  regiment,  in  connection  with  Colonel  Hamilton’s  and 
a portion  of  the  Thirteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  under  command 
of  Major  Farrow,  slept  upon  the  battle-field. 

On  Saturday  morning  I called  for  a report  of  the  different  companies 
of  my  regiment  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  found  from 
their  reports  that  my  worst  fears  were  realized  as  to  the  destruction  of 
my  regiment.  In  that  charge  we  had  sustained  a loss  of  76  killed,  221 
wounded,  and  58  missing,  and  I had  only  149 — officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates — for  duty. 

Early  that  morning  I made  a detail  from  each  company  to  bury  the 
dead,  and  so  severe  was  the  work  of  death  in  some  of  the  companies 
that  it  took  the  detail  all  day  to  bury  their  dead.  This  sad  duty  ])er- 
formed,  we  were  permitted  again  to  sleep  that  night  on  the  battle-field. 

Early  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  put  under  marching  orders, 
and  about  9 a.  m.  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  south ’side  of 
the  Chickahominy,  via  FTew  Bridge. 

After  marching  until  9 o’clock  that  night  we  bivouacked  about  12 
miles  below  Eichmond,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  close  upon  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  who,  we  learned,  had  been  driven  that  day  and  the  day 
previous  from  his  strong  fortifications  in  front  of  Eichmond. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  pushed 
down  the  Darbytown  road  until  we  came  upon  the  enemy  strongly 
intrenched  behind  breastworks.  The  brigades  of  our  division  that  were 
in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade  were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
our  brigade  was  permitted  to  rest  for  a few  moments  preparatory  to  any 
emergency  that  might  occur. 

More  troops  were  called  for  by  General  Hill,  and  the  Second  Brigade 
was  rapidly  advanced  to  the  field  of  action.  When  near  the  position 
of  the  enemy  two  regiments — Colonels  Edwards’  and  McGowan’s — were 
advanced  to  the  right  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  the  other  two  regi- 
ments— Colonels  Hamilton’s  and  Barnes’ — and  my  own  were  advanced 
to  the  left  to  engage  the  enemy  if  they  presented  themselves.  Here 
we  were  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  not  being  able  to 
return  a single  shot  on  account  of  our  friends.  General  Longstreet’s 
division  being  in  front. 

Here  I had  9 wounded  without  the  least  chance  of  inflicting  any 
damage  upon  the  enemy,  but  we  had  the  consolation  of  hearing  the 
shout  of  triumph  from  our  friends  in  front  and  the  rout  of  our  enemies. 
We  slept  upon  the  battle-field  that  night. 

The  next  morning  we  were  marched  back  to  the  brigade  camping 
ground  that  we  had  occupied  the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
rations  issued  to  the  troops.  Here  we  rested  as  a reserve  to  the  forces 
that  were  engaged  in  the  Tuesday’s  battle. 
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About  6 o’clock  in  the  evening  the  Second  Brigade,  in  connection 
with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  was  put  in  motion  to  render 
any  assistance  that  might  be  needed  by  our  friends  in  the  desperate 
battle  that  was  then  raging.  We  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  our 
advancing  column,  ready  to  strike  a blow  where  most  needed.  Here 
we  were  again  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  for  an  hour,  but 
fortunately  no  one  of  my  regiment  was  injured. 

Thus  ended  the  series  of  hard-fought  battles  before  Richmond,  re- 
sulting in  a complete  triumph  of  the  Confederate  arms  and  the  repulse 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  the  self-styled  Young  Na- 
poleon,” who  had  been  forced  to  seek  protection  under  cover  of  their 
gunboats  30  miles  down  the  J anies  River. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  record  to  the  gallant  and  officer-like 
conduct  in  which  my  field  officers,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  Ledbetter  and 
Maj.  J.  W.  Livingston,  bore  themselves  throughout  the  day,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  charge.  Major  Livingston  received  a severe  wound  on  the 
left  side  while  making  the  charge. 

I am  proud  to  record  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Oapt.  James  M. 
Perrin,  as  commander  of  the  skirmishers,  acquitted  himself;  he  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occasion. 
Also  Capt.  J.  J.  Norton,  his  junior  in  command  of  the  skirmishers,  who 
was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  while  gallantly  leading  his  company. 

The  handsome  manner  in  which  Captains  Miller  and  Miles  M.  Norton 
supported  the  advance  companies  entitles  them  to  great  praise.  Cap- 
tain Miller  was  wounded  in  the  right  side  while  gallantly  leading  his 
company,  which  had  13  killed  on  the  field.  Capt.  Miles  M.  Norton,  who 
had  left  a sick  bed  to  lead  his  men  into  action,  bore  himself  in  a gal- 
lant manner  at  the  head  of  his  company  and  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 

Capt.  P.  E.  Harrison  was  shot  down,  having  received  a severe  wound 
in  his  leg  while  gallantly  leading  his  company  through  the  severest  of 
the  fight. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Cox  was  shot  down  while  nobly  leading  his  company 
through  the  charge.  He  had  16  killed  on  the  field. 

Captains  Moore  and  Hadden,  who  passed  through  unscathed,  were 
distinguished  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  throughout  the  entire  en- 
gagement. 

Lieut.  William  C.  Davis  distingushed  himself  for  his  coolness  and 
bravery  during  the  battle.  He  received  a severe  wound  on  the  head, 
bound  it  up,  and  fought  throughout  the  day. 

Lieut.  W.  W.  Higgins,  of  Company  G,  was  conspicuous  for  his  cool- 
ness and  bravery  during  the  battle,  fighting  the  Zouaves  and  bringing 
them  to  a stand-still  with  30  then. 

Lieutenant  Latimer,  Company  G,  fell  seriously  wounded  in  the  ankle 
while  gallantly  supporting  the  skirmishers.  He  has  since  died. 

Lieutenant  McKay,  of  Company  H,  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
arm  while  leading  his  company  after  his  captain  fell. 

Lieutenant  Philpot,  of  Company  A,  fell  dangerously  wounded  while 
gallantly  sustaining  the  charge  of  his  company. 

Lieutenant  Norris,  of  Company  K,  fell  mortally  wounded  (since  dead) 
while  nobly  leading  his  company  after  his  captain  had  fallen. 

Lieuts.  John  B.  Sloan,  of  Company  D;  Fullerton,  of  Company  F; 
Pralt,  of  Company  G;  Cheshire,  of  Company  K;  Holcombe,  of  Company 
A ; Dickson,  of  Company  C,  and  Mace,  of  Company  H,  who  passed 
through  uninjured,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  bravery 
displayed  by  them  throughout  the  engagement. 

To  Lieutenant  Robertson,  Company  B,  commander  of  the  Infirm- 
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ary  Corps,  the  regiment  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  prompt  and  timely 
assistance  afforded  the  wounded  during  the  thickest  of  the  battle. 
This  corps  worked  all  night  carrying  off  the  wounded,  and  were  until 
12  m.  the  next  day  before  their  labors  were  ended.  They  deserve  great 
credit. 

. To  my  surgeon,  Dr.  T.  A.  Evins,  I am  greatly  indebted  for  the  prompt 
preparations  of  the  surgical  department  for  the  battles  and  for  the 
skill  and  ability  he  displayed  in  his  operations  and  taking  care  of  the 
wounded. 

To  my  chaplain,  Eev.  H.  T.  Sloan,  I have  always  been  indebted  for 
the  high  moral  influence  he  has  exercised  over  the  regiment,  and  par- 
ticularly after  this  bloody  battle  in  administering  spiritual  comfort  to 
the  dying  and  superintending  the  burial  of  the  dead  of  the  regiment. 
He  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office  under  great  privations  and  trials. 

My  commissary.  Captain  Edwards,  was  always  at  his  post  with  rations 
for  the  men,  never  allowing  the  regiment  to  be  without  something  to 
eat  during  the  battles. 

My  quartermaster,  Capt.  Thomas  B Lee,  was  transferred  a few  days 
previous  to  the  brigade  staff,  in  which  he  bore  himself  gallantly.  I 
am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  services  while  acting  as 
quartermaster  to  my  regiment. 

To  my  special  aides,  Lieuts.  J.  T.  Parks  and  William  J.  Marshall,  I 
was  greatly  indebted  during  the  battle  for  their  valuable  services  in 
extending  my  orders.  They  distinguished  themselves  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery.  During  the  day  Lieutenant  Parks  captured  7 prisoners. 

During  the  charge  my  color-sergeant  (Kyle,  of  Company  B)  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  coolness  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  bore  the 
regimental  flag.  When  in 'the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  was  shot  down, 
dangerously  wounded  through  tiie  thighs.  Corporal  Milford,  of  Com- 
pany E,  one  of  the  color  guard,  gathered  the  colors  and  bore  them  tri- 
umphantly through  the  charge;  it  has  three  bullet-holes  through  it 
and  one  nearly  cutting  the  staff  in  two. 

To  the  gallant  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who  each  per- 
sonally distinguished  himself  for  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  bloody 
battle,  the  country  owes  a debt  of  lasting  gratitude.  It  is  the  private 
who  has  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  his  name  should 
be  placed  high  in  the  niche  of  fame.  They  are  all  entitled  to  the  highest 
reward  of  a grateful  country. 

It  is  gratifying  for  me  to  report  upon  the  accurate  and  deliberate 
firing  of  my  regiment.  There  was  not  a tree  on  the  side  where  we  entered 
the  woods  marked  by  a ball  higher  than  6 feet  and  lower  than  the  knees, 
while  on  the  Yankee  side  they  ranged  from  30  feet  down  to  the  ground. 

The  result  of  our  contest  with  the  enemy  was  253  regulars  and  Penn- 
sylvanians and  32  Kew  York  Zouaves  killed  on  the  field,  and  23  wounded 
prisoners,  among  them  a major  and  a first  lieutenant. 

I trust  that  the  part  performed  by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Eichmond  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  general.  The  highest 
ambition  of  the  regiment  was  to  perform  every  duty  in  the  great  struggle 
assigned  to  it,  and  to  contribute  by  its  efforts,  in  connection  with  other 
regiments,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  enemy,  and  to  see  victory 
perch  upon  the  Confederate  standard. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  casualties  of  the  First  Eegimeut 
South  Carolina  Volunteer  Eifles,  as  made  out  by  the  commanders  of 
companies  on  the  12th  instant;  copies  of  such  reports  accompany  this 
report: 
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Killed 81 

Wounded 234 

Missing 4 

Total 319 

Carried  into  action 537 

Infirmary  Corps 40 

Pioneer  Corps 1^1 

Total  on  field  for  duty 587 


Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  FOSTER  MARSHALL, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Rifles. 

p,  s. — In  reference  to  proper  persons  to  be  recommended  for  promo- 
tions I ask  for  further  time,  and  1 desire  a conference  with  the  general. 


N^o.  339. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  R.  Anderson.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^  Mill,  and  Frazierh 

Farm  {Nelson^ s Farm,  or  Glendale). 

Headquarters  Third  Briuade, 
Camp  on  Mills'^  Farm,  Ya.,  July  25,  1862. 

General  ; In  compliance  with  your  order  I respectfully  submit  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  combats  before 
Richmond : 

On  Wednesday  evening,  June  25,  in  pursuance  of  your  order,  I put 
the  brigade  in  motion  and  marched  to  Meadow  Bridge,  where  we  biv- 
ouacked that  night. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  I was  ordered  by  you  to  march,  and  followed 
the  First  Brigade  (General  Field),  crossing  the  Meadow  Bridge,  and 
down  the  road  toward  Mechanicsville.  When  within  a few  hundred 
yards  of  Mechanicsville,  the  enemy  having  opened  from  his  battery  to 
the  left  and  beyond  the  place,  my  battery  (Captain  McIntosh)  was 
directed  by  your  order  to  take  position  and  draw  his  fire,  while  I was 
directed  to  make  a detour  to  the  left,  under  the  direction  of  a guide, 
and  capture  the  battery.  We  had  to  march  about  a mile,  a part  of 
the  way  through  a very  dense  wood,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
know  whether  we  would  strike  a favorable  point  of  attack.  I ordered 
Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  the  leading  regiment,  to  make  a detour, 
so  as,  if  possible,  to  take  the  battery  in  reverse  or  in  rear,  and  the 
other  regiments  to  support  him. 

Being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  ground,  we  came  within  range 
of  the  enemy^s  guns,  and  the  sharpshooters  too  much  to  the  right.  Col- 
onel Thomas,  however,  dashed  forward  with  his  regiment,  withholding 
his  fire,  and  succeeded  in  crossing  the  creek  (Beaver  Dam)  and  gaining 
the  wood,  dislodging  the  enemy  posted  there  and  driving  them  back. 
They  were  soon  heavily  re-enforced  and  renewed  the  attack  and  were 
a second  time  repulsed  with  loss,  Colonel  Thomas  being  well  supported 
by  the  Fourteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsom,  and 
the  Third  Louisiana  Battalion,  Colonel  [Edmund] Pendleton. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Forty -ninth  and  Forty-teh  Georgia  came  up 
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and  were  posted  on  tlie  right,  opening  a tire  from  their  position  on  the 
enemy  lodged  in  their  rifle  pits  beyond  the  creek.  Mght  approaching^ 
and  having  now  ascertained  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy’s- 
works — ^that  they  were,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  located  on  the  far 
side  of  Beaver  Dam ; that  my  right  was  separated  from  them  by  a wide 
morass,  through  which  ran  the  creek,  considerably  dammed  up,  and  that 
the  ground  gained  by  the  daring  of  the  Thirty-tifth  and  Fourteenth  Geor- 
gia and  Third  Louisiana  Battalion  was  still  separated  from  the  enemy’s 
main  work  by  a deep  ravine  and  their  position  strengthened  by  abaist 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  while  its  crest  was  strongly  supported  by  exten- 
sive rifle  pits,  manned  with  sharpshooters — I concluded  it  was  better  to 
adopt  another  line  of  approach  by  a movement  farther  to  the  left,  un- 
observed, through  the  woods,  perhaps  three-quarters  of  a mile,  so  as 
to  gain  the  table-land  near  the  Old  Church  road,  and  take  the  work  in 
rear.  Darkness  prevented  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and  I determined 
to  bivouac  my  brigade,  and  reported  to  you  my  readiness  to  execute 
the  enterprise  the  next  morning. 

In  this  tight  I have  to  report  the  loss  of  some  of  my  best  officers  in 
killed  and  wounded  and  many  of  the  men,  all  of  whom  behaved  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  all  praise.  I would  especially  notice  the  conduct  of 
Col.  E.  L.  Thomas,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  who  evinced  fear- 
lessness and  good  judgment  not  only  in  this  affair,  but  throughout  the 
expedition.  He  was  wounded  on  this  occasion,  but  remained  always 
on  duty  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  His  adjutant,  too.  Lieutenant 
Ware,  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  sealed  with  his  life  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  as  did  other  valuable  officers, 
whose  names  have  been  reported  to  you.  1 have  also,  as  the  result  of 
this  action,  to  regret  the  loss  from  the  service,  at  least  for  a time,  of 
Col.  A.  J.  Lane,  commanding  Forty-ninth  Georgia,  who  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  arm,  and  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[Thomas  J.]  Simmons,  of  the  same  [Forty-fifth]  regiment;  nor  can  I 
omit  to  call  special  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Capt.  L.  P. 
Thomas,  quartermaster  of  the  Thirty-&th  Georgia,  who  volunteered 
his  services  for  the  occasion  in  the  tield,  seeing  his  regiment  deficient 
in  tield  officers.  He  rendered  valuable  service  until  he  was  seriously 
wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Kobert  W.j  Folsom,  Fourteenth  Geor- 
gia, also  deserves  special  mention.  This  officer  was  conflned  to  his  sick 
bed,  but  as  soon  as  the  order  to  move  forward  was  given  he  got  up  and 
gallantly  led  his  regiment,  though  laboring  under  the  effects  of  dis- 
ease. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  place  attacked 
the  evening  before  by  my  brigade,  I commenced  the  march  as  ordered 
by  you — deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woodland  north 
of  the  Mechanicsville  road,  between  the  village  and  the  river.  Soon 
I received  orders  to  fall  in,  the  column  proceeding  down  the  road, 
and  placed  my  brigade  in  the  position  assigned  it,  next  to  the  Second- 
Brigade,  Brigadier- General  Gregg’s.  Captain  McIntosh’s  battery,  at- 
tached to  my  brigade,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition  and  one  piece* 
being  disabled,  was  left  behind  to  renew  its  supply  and  repair  damages,, 
and  I ordered  up  Capt.  Greenlee  Davidson’s  battery,  Letcher  Artillery, 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  It  was,  however,  so  late  in 
the  day  before  that  gallant  and  active  officer  received  my  order  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reach  me  before  the  affair  at  Cold  Harbor,, 
though  I learn  that  he  took  a part  in  the  fight  at  a point  in  that  tield 
which  he  reached  before  ascertaining  where  my  command  was  posted. 

After  crossing  the  stream  at  Gaines’  Mill  I was  ordered  by  you  to- 
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proceed  up  the  right-haud  road,  and  afterward  I received  an  order 
from  you,  through  one  of  your  aides,  to  march  with  caution,  as  the 
enemj'  were  said  to  he  in  force  at  Turkey  Hill.  I threw  forward  an 
advance  guard  and  flankers  on  each  side  of  the  road  in  the  woods  until 
I arrived  at  the  cross-roads  where  we  observed  the  enemy^s  pickets, 
two  of  whom  we  captured  in  the  woods  on  our  right.  I then  filed  to 
the  right,  marching  through  the  woods  by  the  right  flank  until  my 
right  reached  the  field  in  which  General  Pender’s  battery  was  posted 
and  playing  on  the  enemy.  Here  I faced  to  the  front  and  marched 
forward  in  line  of  battle,  driving  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  before  us, 
while  I was  supported  by  General  Field’s  brigade,  a few  paces  in  rear. 

On  arriving  near  the  edge  of  the  woods  we  came  under  a brisk  fire 
of  the  enemy,  which  increased  ‘as  we  emerged  from  it,  and  crossed  the 
narrow  slip  of  land  to  the  crest  of  the  hill.  This  hill  was  separated  by 
a deep  ravine  and  creek  from  the  enemy’s  position.  Here  the  brigade 
encountered  a very  hot  tire,  both  of  musketry  and  shell,  which  brought 
us  to  a halt  from  the  double-quick  in  which  I had  commenced  the 
charge.  But  it  was  only  after  a third  charge,  in  which  every  effort  was 
made  by  me  to  gain  the  enemy’s  lines  beyond  the  ravine,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  wavering  in  the  center,  I concluded  to  order  my  men 
to  lie  down  in  the  edge  of  the  wood  and  hold  the  position.  At  the 
same  time,  it  seeming  to  be  totally  impracticable  at  this  point  to  effect 
a passage  of  the  ravine,  I ordered  the  Thirty-fifth  and  Forty-fifth  Geor- 
gia, who,  under  their  brave  leaders  (Ools.  E.  L.  Thomas  and  T.  Harde- 
man, the  former  on  my  right  flank  and  the  latter  on  my  left),  had  pro- 
ceeded a considerable  distance  in  advance  of  the  center,  to  fall  back 
in  line  and  lie  on  * the  ground,  which  position  we  maintained  until  by 
the  general  charge  the  day  was  won. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th,  Sunday,  my  brigade,  having  had  a very 
exhausting  march  in  the  position  assigned  it  in  your  column,  biv- 
ouacked on  the  Darbytown  road  near  Atlee’s.  Many  of  the  men  fell 
down  by  the  way-side,  unable  to  march  farther  on  that  day. 

The  next  evening,  30th,  when  the  firing  commenced  at  Frazier’s  farm, 
I received  an  order  from  you  to  form  close  column  of  regiments  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  which  was  executed  on  the  right.  Here  we  were  within 
the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  but  had  not  many  casualties. 

About  sunset  I received  your  order  to  bring  forward  my  brigade  and 
form  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  which  was  quickly  done, 
the  road  dividing  my  line  into  two  parts,  the  Third  Louisiana  Battalion 
and  Fourteenth  Georgia  Kegiment  forming  the  left,  while  the  Thirty- 
fifth,  Forty-fifth,  and  Forty-ninth  Georgia  formed  the  right  wing.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  send  forward  my  left  wing  under  the  senior  officer 
present,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pendleton,  of  the  Third  Louisiana  Bat- 
talion, who  led  it  into  the  fight.  A few  minutes  later,  by  your  order,  I 
led  the  remainder  of  my  brigade  into  the  fight,  with  a warning  from 
you  that  one  of  our  brigades  was  in  my  front.  This  order  was  promptly 
and  enthusiastically  executed  by  the  whole  command,  the  more  so, 
doubtless,  as  at  this  moment  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
galloped  by  us  the  whole  length  of  my  column  and  was  recognized  and 
vociferously  cheered  by  the  men.  We  had  about  half  a mile  to  march, 
and  the  sound  and  flash  of  the  musketry  indicating  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion to  be  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I filed  to  the  left  and  changed  my 
front  forward,  so  as  to  form  line  of  battle  parallel  to  what  appeared  to 
be  that  of  the  enemy. 

By  this  time  it  was  dark.  I immediately  gave  the  order,  “Forward 
in  line  of  battle.”  The  march  was  handsomely  performed.  Orders 
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were  given  that  no  musket  was  to  be  fired  till  we  came  up  with  and 
recognized  our  friends  in  front.  The  march  was  continued  in  perfect 
order  under  a galling  fire  until  we  came  up  to  a fence,  and  on  my  right 
found  my  left  wing  in  position  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pendleton. 

I immediately  ordered  my  brigade  over  the  fence,  and  i)lacing  myself 
in  its  front,  reformed  the  line,  still  believing  our  friends  to  be  in  front 
and  determined  to  proceed  to  their  aid. 

At  this  moment  I was  just  able  to  see  a force,  which  seemed  to  be  a 
brigade  or  division,  marching  down  upon  us,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that 
they  were  the  enemy  j but  it  was  impossible  to  inspire  the  men  with 
this  belief,  especially  as  the  enemy,  not  then  more  than  50  or  75  yards 
from  us,  were  constantly  singing  out,  ^^For  God’s  sake,  don’t  fire  on  us ; 
we  are  friends.”  An  order  to  fire  at  this  moment  I was  satisfied  would 
be  unavailing,  so  I ordered,  ‘‘Charge  bayonet  in  double-quick,”  hoping 
that  a moment  more  would  satisfy  my  men  of  their  mistake.  At  this 
moment  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  who  happened  to 
come  up,  rendered  me  valuable  assistance  in  attempting  to  undeceive 
my  command ; but  it  seemed  to  be  impossible,  and  its  consequent  de- 
moralization was  great  and  unfortunate.  All  doubt  should  soon  have 
been  removed  by  the  command  “Fire”  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  who 
delivered  a very  deadly  fire,  received  by  my  then  left  wing,  and  chiefly 
the  Forty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Hardeman.  The  men  were  ordered  to  , 
lie  down  and  continue  the  firing,  until  finally  the  enemy  were  driven  ’ 
from  the  field. 

It  was  in  this  affair  that  Colonel  Hardeman,  while  nobly  encouraging 
his  brave  men,  was  severely  wounded,  and  I myself,  receiving  a blow 
on  my  forehead,  fell  disabled  for  a time,  which  devolved  the  command 
on  Col.  Edward  L.  Thomas. 

The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade  in  these  three  fights, 
amounting  to  364,  have  already  been  reported  to  you. 

In  closing  this  statement,  general,  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battles  around  Eichinond,  I respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of 
the  regimental  commanders  for  details. 

Where  so  many  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well  it  would  be 
difficult  to  particularize.  But  it  is  due  to  Capt.  Koscoe  B.  Heath,  my 
able  assistant  adjutant  general,  that  I should  acknowledge  the  obliga- 
tion I am  under  to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance  not  only  on  these 
occasions,  but  throughout  his  service  as  the  chief  of  my  staff.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  was  suffering  from  severe  illness  he  insisted 
on  accompanying  me  on  this  march  against  my  earnest  advice,  and  after 
passing  through  the  battles  of  June  26  and  27  was  only  induced  to  re- 
tire by  assurance  from  the  surgeon  that  further  exertion  would  cost 
him  his  life. 

I beg  to  commend  to  your  notice  my  aide,  Lieut.  William  Norwood, 
who  evinced  throughout  zeal,  enterprise,  and  daring ; and  to  my  vol- 
unteer aides,  Capts.  William  Morris  and  Phillip  Haxall,  I am  indebted 
for  valuable  assistance  in  delivering  orders  in  entire  disregard  of 
danger,  as  well  as  in  encouraging  and  rallying  the  troops.  It  was  in 
the  engagement  of  June  27,  at  Cold  Harbor,  that  Captain  Morris  was 
severely,  and  I fear  dangerously,  wounded  by  a musket-ball  breaking 
his  thigh  bone. 

My  brigade  commissary,  Maj.  Lewis  Ginter,  and  quartermaster,  Maj. 
Eobert  T.  Taylor,  more  than  justified  my  favorable  estimate  of  their 
qualifications. 

I have  not  referred  more  particularly  to  the  two  field  batteries  at- 
tached to  my  brigade,  commanded  by  those  accomplished  officers  Capts. 


Chap.  XXIII.  1 SEVEN-DAYS’  BATTLES.  881 

Mclutosh  and  Greeulee  Davidson,  because  they  were  under  your 

immediate  command. 

Nor  should  I omit  to  express  my  unmeasured  apj)robation  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  surgeons  of  this  brigade  in  the  performance  of  their 
onerous  and  responsible  labors.  The  chief  surgeon  and  his  assistants, 
I know  by  personal  observation,  devoted  their  skill  and  sleepless  ener- 
gies to  the  alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  our  brave  men.  The  infirmary 
corps  system,  too,  I regard  as  wisely  conceived,  and  was,  as  far  as  my 
observation  extended,  faithfully  executed  by  the  several  details. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  ANDERSON, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  R.  Hill, 

Commanding  Light  Division. 


[luclosure.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I observe  a clerical  error  in  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
brigade  commanded  by  me  in  the  battles  of  last  year  in  this  vicinity 
which  I will  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  have  corrected. 

In  the  fifth  line  of  first  page  [of]  manuscript,  June  26’^  should  read 
“ June  25,”  the  latter  being  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  march 
was  commenced. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  ANDERSON. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General^  Biehmond^  Va. 


No.  340. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branchy  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm 

[Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  HUl. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division, 

, 1862. 

On  Tuesday,  June  24,  I received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  take  a 
position  on  the  Ohickahominy  near  Half  Link  on  Wednesday  evening, 
and  to  cross  the  river  and  take  the  road  to  Mechanicsville  as  soon  as  I 
should  be  informed  by  General  Jackson  that  he  had  crossed  the  Central 
Railroad. 

In  my  written  orders  it  was  stated  that  General  Jackson  would  cross 
the  railroad  at  3 o’clock  Thursday  morning,  and,  allowing  one  hour  for 
the  transmission  of  the  message,  I was  under  arms  and  prepared  to 
cross  at  4 a.  m.  of  Thursday. 

Not  having  received  any  intelligence  from  General  Jackson,  and  Gen- 
eral LeC’s  written  orders  to  me  being  explicit,  there  was  no  danger  of 
my  making  a false  movement  j but  after  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  I re- 
ceived from  you  an  order  in  these  words  : “Wait  for  Jackson’s  notifica- 
tion before  you  move  unless  I send  other  orders.” 

Up  to  tills  time  my  brigade  was  in  the  open  fields  near  the  banks  of 
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the  Stream  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy’s  pickets  on  the  other  side. 
To  deceive  them  as  to  my  purpose  1 now  marched  it  back  half  a mile 
in  the  direction  of  my  camp,  at  Brook  Church,  and  masked  it  in  the 
woods. 

At  a few  minutes  after  10  a.  m.  I received  from  General  Jackson  a 
note,  informing  me  that  the  head  of  his  column  was  at  the  moment  of 
his  writing  crossing  the  Central  Eailroad.  In  less  than  ten  minutes  my 
column,  which  had  been  resting  on  its  arms  for  six  hours,  was  in  motion, 
and  soon  reached  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy.  Placing  the 
Seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Col.  R.  P.  Campbell,  at  the  head  of 
the  column,  with  a section  of  Capt.  Marmaduke  Johnson’s  battery,  and 
throwing  forward  three  picked  companies  of  that  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Edward  G.J  Haywood,  as  skirmishers,  I 
turned  sharply  to  the  right  and  directed  my  course  down  the  river. 
The  enemy’s  pickets  retired  before  us,  and  offered  no  resistance  until  we 
approached  At  lee’s  Station,  on  the  Fredericksburg  Railroad.  At  that 
jdace  a stand  was  made,  but  they  were  forced  to  flee  precipitately,  leav- 
ing behind  a cavalry  guidon,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  and  much  ])ersonal  baggage.  Thence  onward  they  resisted 
our  advance  at  every  favorable  point,  but  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
retard,  without  checking,  my  march. 

Near  Crenshaw’s  the  road  on  which  the  column  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Ewell  was  advancing  and  that  on  which  I was  advancing  ap- 
proach within  one-fourth  of  a mile  of  each  other.  The  heads  of  our 
columns  reached  this  point  simultaneously,  and  after  a short  personal 
interview  between  General  Ewell  and  myself  we  proceeded  on  our  re- 
spect] \'e  routes. 

After  dislodging  the  enemy  from  several  ambuscades  with  only  a 
small  loss  to  my  command  I reached  the  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where 
I learned  from  stragglers  that  Major-General  Hill  had  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  without  opposition  with  the  remainder  of  the  division 
and  gone  on  toward  Mechanicsville,  then  distant  about  miles.  A 
courier  from  the  general  soon  assured  me  of  the  correctness  of  the  in- 
formation, and  drawing  in  my  skirmishers,  I made  all  haste  to  join  him 
at  Mechanicsville. 

My  brigade  reached  the  field  about  an  hour  before  sunset,  and  halting 
it,  I rode  forwaird  over  the  field  to  report  to  the  general  for  orders.  I 
did  not  find  him,  but  simultaneously  with  my  return  he  rode  up,  and 
after  a short  delay  ordered  me  to  proceed  with  a guide  to  the  pait  of 
tlie  field  occn])ied  by  the  remainder  of  his  division.  Marching  my 
brigade  over  a broad  extent  of  cleared  ground,  swept  by  the  artillery 
of  the  enemy,  I reached  the  designated  point  at  dusk,  and  having  no 
time  nor  sufficient  light  to  reconnoiter  the  g'round,  I placed  my  com- 
mand in  a field  to  support  a battery  on  my  left,  which  seemed  to  be 
doing  good  service  and  to  be  much  exposed.  There  we  slept  in  line 
of  battle. 

Early  Friday  morning  the  enemy  opened  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
long-range  musketry  on  my  line  from  their  redoubts  and  rifle  pits,  but 
as  they  attempted  no  advance  my  men  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
ground,  and  the  injury  inflicted  was  small. 

About  8 o’clock,  by  order  of  General  Lee,  I occupied  a piece  of 
ground  in  front  of  Brigadier-General  Archer,  but  finding  myself  strong 
enough  to  hold  both,  did  not  abandon  my  former  position. 

About  9 o’clock  I was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hill,  ‘^As  soon  as 
you  see  any  movement  on  the  right  or  left  or  hear  heavy  mnsket  firing 
advance  also  and  storm  the  creek.”  My  brigade  was  immediately 
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formed  for  the  assault,  and  learniDg  that  Brigadier-General  Anderson, 
of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill’s  division,  had  crossed  the  creek  above  the 
enemy’s  works,  I was  in  the  act  of  advancing  to  storm  the  redoubts  in 
front  of  me  when  I learned  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  them.  Cross- 
ing the  creek  and  turning  to  the  riglit  through  the  woods  I })assed 
N^oumilly’s  Alill,  and  fell  into  the  road  by  which  the  remainder  of  the 
division  was  pursuing  the  enemy.  On  the  by-road  passing  Noumilly’s 
Mill  the  evidences  of  a rout  and  precipitate  flight  were  most  striking. 

On  reaching  Cold  Harbor  I was  ordered  by  you  to  take  position 
across  the  road,  connecting  with  General  Gregg  on  the  left  and  General 
Anderson  on  the  right.  Before  reaching  the  point  designated  by  you 
I encountered  tlie  enemy  in  great  force.  Colonel  Campbell,  Seventh 
Regiment,  jiromptly  engaged  them,  and  while  I was  placing  the  re- 
mainder of  the  brigade  in  position  I received  from  Major-General  Hill 
an  order  to  move  two  regiments  into  action  by  their  left  dank  and  to  hold 
the  other  three  in  reserve.  In  compliance  with  the  order  the  Seventh  and 
Twenty -eighth  North  Carolina  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  while  the  Thirty-seventh,  Thirty-third,  and  Eighteenth 
North  Carolina  were  held  in  reserve  in  a ravine  about  150  yards  in  their 
rear.  Receiving  no  further  orders  from  you  in  regard  to  the  reserve,  and 
linding  the  pressure  greater  than  my  two  regiments  could  sustain,  the  re- 
maining three  regiments  were  placed  in  action  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
My  brigade  held  its  ground  with  heroic  tenacity,  but  must  have  been 
driven  back  by  overwhelming  forces  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  re-en- 
forcements. The  Seventh  Regiment,  having  been  the  first  engaged  and 
having  remained  continously  under  heavy  fire,  suftered  most  severely  in 
officers  and  men.  Its  colonel  (Reuben  P.  Campbell),  who  might  justly 
be  classed  among  ^Hhe  bravest  of  the  brave,”  fell  while  bearing  in  his 
hand  the  colors  of  his  regiment.  Brave  and  honorable  as  a man  and 
skillful  as  an  officer,  his  loss  to  the  brigade  was  irreparable.  The  enemy 
having  been  driven  from  the  field,  my  brigade  bivouacked  near  it. 

During  the  march  of  Sunday  and  Monday  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
nothing  noteworthy  occurred  until  Monday  afternoon  about  2 o’clock, 
when  I was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hill  to  mask  my  brigade  in  a 
wood  to  the  right  of  the  road.  It  remained  but  a few  minutes  in  that 
liosition,  when  the  shells  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  commenced  to  fall 
near  us  and  I was  ordered  to  proceed  and  attack.  Having  no  guide 
and  no  knowledge  of  the  enemy’s  position,  I took  the  direction  whence 
came  the  shells,  which  carried  me  to  the  right  of  the  road. 

Forming  my  line  of  battle  in  a cleared  field  and  advancing,  we  soon 
encountered  the  enemy  and  drove  them  for  nearly  a mile.  This  was 
done  under  the  fire  of  two  batteries,  one  of  which  we  silenced  and  the 
other  of  which  enfiladed  the  left  of  my  line.  After  proceeding  about 
this  distance,  the  enemy’s  force  rapidly  accumulating  as  they  fell  back 
and  finding  that  the  enemy  extended  much  beyond  my  right  fiank,  no 
farther  advance  was  attempted.  At  dark  I ifiaced  my  brigade  in 
bivouac  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and  having  reported  to  Major- 
General  Hill  through  a member  of  my  staff,  was  ordered  to  remain 
there  until  daylight  and  then  return  to  the  point  from  which  I had 
started  into  battle  the  previous  afternoon. 

In  this  engagement  I had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Col.  Charles  C.  Lee, 
of  the  Thirty -seventh  Regiment.  A thoroughly  educated  soldier  and 
an  exemplary  gentleman,  whose  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the 
profession  of  arms,  the  service  lost  in  him  one  of  its  most  imomisiug 
officers. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  I received  marching  orders,  and 
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after  proceeding  a short  distance  down  the  road  on  which  we  had  pre- 
viously been  moving  was  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  I was  returning, 
when  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arrns  on  the  left  showed  that 
an  attack  had  been  made  on  Malvern  Hill,  and  it  was  clear  that  our 
forces  were  being  driven  back.  Orders  were  given  me  to  move  in 
quickly  to  the  support  of  our  forces  engaged,  and  I did  so  at  a double- 
(juick  across  the  fields.  On  arriving  near  the  field  of  battle  a staff 
officer  of  some  of  the  commands  engaged  volunteered  to  direct  me  to 
the  position  in  which  I could  render  most  service.  Under  his  direction 
I had  posted  two  of  my  regiments,  and  was  in  the  act  of  posting  the 
remainder  when  I ascertained  that  I had  been  misled.  Taking  the 
troops  I still  had  i)resent  with  me,  I proceeded  toward  the  left  and 
reached  a position  near  to  the  enemy^s  batteries,  but  still  too  far  for  my 
short-range  guns,  and  in  full  range  of  their  artillery.  Making  my  men 
lie  on  the  ground,  they  remained  in  the  position  until  the  fixing  from 
our  side  had  ceased ; then  collecting  my  brigade,  I returned  to  my  camp 
of  the  morning. 

Thus  ended  the  actual  fighting  of  this  memorable  week,  the  enemy 
having  during  the  night  evacuated  Malvern  Hill.  During  the  whole 
of  it  officers  and  men  alike  had  been  without  cooking  utensils  or  other 
baggage. 

Aly  loss  was  about  750  in  killed  and  wounded  and  about  50  in 
missing.  A list  of  the  names  having  been  furnished,  a more  precise 
statement  in  this  report  is  not  deemed  necessary. 

Cols.  James  H.  Lane  and  Eobert  H.  Cowan,  and  Lieut.  Cols.  E.  Gra- 
ham Haywood,  William  M.  Barbour,  Eobert  F.  Hoke,  and  Thomas  J. 
Purdie,  all  of  whom  commanded  their  resi)ective  regiments  during  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  week,  merit  especial  commendation.  There  are 
many  officers  whose  good  conduct  would  cause  me  to  take  pleasure  in 
making  special  mention  of  them,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I confine  myself 
to  commanders  of  regiments,  referring,  as  I do,  to  their  reports  for  the 
names  of  officers  under  them  who  distinguished  themselves.  I take 
pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment those  thus  mentioned. 

My  staff’  suffered  in  an  unusual  degree.  My  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Capt.  W.  E.  Canady,  had  been  with  me  since  my  appointment  to 
the  command  of  a regiment,  and  in  all  situations  had  shown  himself 
true  and  faithful.  After  leaving  Mechanics ville  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  the  hospital,  and  before  the  close  of  the  expedition  died  of 
typhoid  fever.  My  aide-de-camp,  Lieut.  W.  A.  Blunt,  was  severely 
wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  Lieut.  F.  T.  Hawks,  assistant  engineer, 
was  seriously  injured  on  Tuesday.  My  ordnance  officer,  Lieut.  J ames  A. 
Bryan,  though  instructed  to  remain  with  his  train  in  the  rear,  placed  it 
in  charge  of  an  assistant,  and  continued  with  me  on  the  field  throughout 
the  expedition.  My  quartermaster,  Maj.  Joseph  A.  Engelhard,  did  the 
same  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  All  the  gentlemen  named  bore  them- 
selves with  marked  gallantry  and  devotion. 

Capt.  Marmaduke  Johnson’s  battery  was  attached  to  my  brigade 
until  so  much  disabled  in  action  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  order  it  to 
the  rear  for  repairs.  I have  reason  to  think  that  it  performed  very 
important  service,  but  as  it  was  not  under  my  eye,  and  I have  received 
no  report  from  the  captain,  I am  not  able  to  report  the  particulars  of  its 
action. 

I beg  leave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  a week  of  hard  march- 
ing and  hard  fighting  with  my  brigade,  presenting  few  incidents  to  be 
committed  to  paper. 
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I herewith  present  reports  from  the  commanders  of  ray  regiments,  to 
which  I ask  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  O’B.  BRANCH, 

Brigadier- General. 


Maj.  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  341. 

Report  of  Capt.  Marmaduke  Johnson^  Virginia  Battery.,  of  the  battles  of 
Mechanicsville  and  Gaines''  Alill. 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  17,  1862. 

General  : I have  just  received  your  order  directing  me  to  report  to 
you  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  late  combats  before  Richinond, 
accompanied  with  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  missing,  &c.  I beg 
leave  to  state  that  I should  have  done  this  some  time  since  but  for  con- 
tinual and  severe  indisposition,  on  account  of  which  I am  now  confined 
in  my  chamber. 

It  may  not  be  impertinent  to  state  that  on  Thursday,  the  26th  ultimo, 
I was  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Branch,  and  marched 
my  battery  with  his  brigade  from  Brook  Church  to  Mechanicsville,  and 
arrived  at  that  place  late  in  the  evening  and  but  a short  time  before  the 
battle  ceased.  I took  my  position  behind  some  uncompleted  breast- 
works erected  by  the  enemy,  and  had  hardly  planted  my  battery  when 
the  order  was  given  to  cease  firing.  The  breastworks  were  not  in  con- 
dition to  be  serviceable,  and  I kept  my  men  all  night  hard  at  work  in 
])utting  them  in  condition,  so  that  they  could  be  useful. 

About  daybreak  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  had  created  so  much 
havoc  on  the  evening  before,  opened  on  me,  and  also  most  vigorously 
shelled  all  the  quarters  surrounding.  I immediately  replied,  having 
the  co-operation  of  none  of  the  other  batteries  on  the  field.  Captain 
^Iclntosh  having  exhausted  his  ammunition  the  evening  before,  and 
Captain  Pegram,  I believe,  having  been  ordered  to  hold  his  fire,  so  that 
this  battle  was  contested  alone  by  my  battery  and  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  6 o’clock  precisely  1 entirely  silenced  and  repulsed  them,  they 
hastily  leaving  their  works  after  having  suffered  very  great  damage, 
as  was  obvious  from  a subsequent  visit  to  the  intrenchments.  During 
the  two  hours  of  this  engagement  the  fire  was  unceasingly  vigorous  on 
both  sides.  The  enemy  had  an  almost  perfect  range,  and  he  would  have 
done  serious  injury  to  my  command  but  for  the  fortunate  protection  of 
the  breastworks  mentioned. 

I beg  leave  to  say  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the 
officers  and  men  for  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  manifested  by  them  in 
this  the  first  heavy  engagement  in  which  they  had  ever  ])articipated. 

In  this  engagement  only  2 men  and  2 horses  were  slightly  wounded. 

Later  in  the  day  I marched  to  the  scene  of  the  bloody  battle  which 
took  ])lace  on  Friday,  and  quite  late  in  the  evening  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral IjCc  to  report  with  my  battery  to  you,  which  I immediately  did 
with  all  ])ossible  dispatch.  You  yourself  were  a personal  witness  to  the 
behavior  of  the  men  and  officers.  You  saw  the  fearless  courage  with 
which  they  stood  and  fought  through  that  deadly  fire  until  20  of  them 
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fell,  10  horses  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  battery  entirely  disabled — 
exposed  to  the  fire  not  only  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  but  of  sharp- 
shooters, who  could  not  be  seen.  You  saw  them  silence  one  of  the  bat- 
teries and  manfully  resist  others  until  by  your  orders  I withdrew  tliem 
from  the  field.  It  is  needless,  therefore,  for  me  to  assure  [youj  of  my 
gratification  at  their  behavior. 

Accompanying  I send  you  a list  of  the  casualties,  as  directed.* 

I have  the  honor,  general,  to  be  your  most  respectful  and  obedient 
servant, 

MAEMADUKE  JOHNSON, 

Captain. 


No.  342. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  Graham  Haywood^  Seventh  North  Carolina  Infantry^  of 
sMrmishes  near  Mead o tv  Bridge  and  Atlee'’s  Station,  and  battles  of  Me- 
chanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill,  FrazieSs  Farm  {Nelson’s  Farm,  or  Glendale)^ 
and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Eegt.  North  Carolina  Troops, 

July  10,  1862. 

General  : In  consequence  of  the  fall  of  that  gallant  soldier  and 
generous  gentleman  Col.  E.  P.  Campbell,  late  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  regiment,  who  was  slain  in  the  fight  near  Gaines’  Mill  on  the  27th 
ultimo,  it  becomes  m3^  duty,  as  second  in  command  of  this  regiment, 
to  report  to  jnu  the  proceedings  of  my  troops  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Eichmond.  His  fittest  monument  is  the  tattered  flag  which 
drooped  above  our  glorious  dead  when  this  fearful  conflict  was  over. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  June  25,  after  orders  received 
from  30U,  we  proceeded,  together  with  the  rest  of  your  brigade,  from 
our  camp  on  the  Brooke  turnpike  up  the  Telegraph  road  toward  the 
Chickahominy  Elver. 

On  the  following  morning  at  3.30  a.  m.  (after  bivouacking  the  night 
previous),  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  you,  we  were  in  readi- 
ness to  move,  but  did  not  change  our  position  until  about  10  a.  m.,  in 
consequence  (as  I was  informed)  of  the  want  of  information  as  to  the 
liosition  of  Major-General  Jackson.  At  this  hour  we  were  put  in  mo 
tion,  the  Seventh  Eegiment  being  in  the  front  of  your  brigade.  We 
soon  reached  the  Chickahominy,  upon  the  crossing  of  which  I was  im- 
mediatel.y  thrown  forward  with  three  companies,  to  wit,  Companies  C, 
E,  and  A,  of  this  regiment,  about  one-quarter  of  a mile  in  front  of 
the  head  of  our  column,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemj^’s 
pickets  between  us  and  the  Meadow  Bridge.  After  marching  a few 
miles  I encountered  about  200  of  the  enemy,  whom  we  immediately 
attacked,  and  after  a short  conflict  drove  from  their  iiosition.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  their  flag  and  several  of  their  comiiany  books  and 
memoranda,  with  a slight  loss  of  wounded  and  none  killed  on  my  part. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

The  next  point  at  which  we  encountered  the  enem.y  was  a few  hun- 
dred 3mrds  be.yond  Atlee’s  Station,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Eailroad. 
Here  we  had  another  severe  skirmish.  Colonel  Cami)bell,  of  the  Sev- 
enth Eegiment,  immediately  ordered  forward  Comi)any  B.  During  the 
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skirmish  one  of  the  last-named  company  ^Yas  mortally,  nnd  n le.\v  sol- 
diers in  the  other  comjjanies  were  seriously,  wounded. 

It  is  a palpable  duty,  general,  that  I should  express  my  high  api)re- 
ciation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  three  companies  that  wei  e more 
immediately  under  my  command.  Capt.  J.  McLeod  Turner,  of  Com- 
pany F,  had  assigned  to  him  the  perilous  duty  of  covering  my  front, 
and  skirmishing  through  woods,  open  fields,  and  swamps,  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  the  position  of  the  enemy\s  pickets.  Whenever  he 
became  engaged  he  was  promptly  and  fearlessly  sustained  by  Capts. 
R.B.  MacRaeand  J.  G.  Knox,  of  Companies  0 and  A,  under  my  com- 
mand. Captain  MacRae  succeeded  in  bringing  away  the  enemy’s  flag 
from  the  first  .skirmish  near  Crenshaw’s  and  Captain  Knox  did  his  full 
part  in  effecting  the  dislodgment  of  the  enemy.  iVfter  this  second  skir- 
mish Company  F was  withdrawn  from  the  front  and  Company  A or- 
dered to  assume  that  position,  in  order  to  divide  the  labors  of  the  march. 
Captain  Knox’s  company  Avas  now  engaged  in  actively  firing  for  a while 
upon  an  actual  or  supposed  enemy  in  our  front,  but  there  was  no  re- 
sponse. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  having  learned  that  the  greater 
portion  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill’s  division  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
and  was  in  front  of  us,  I reijorted  to  you,  whereui^on  I was  ordered  to 
unite  my  command  with  the  rest  of  my  regiment  under  Colonel  Camp- 
bell. I may  confidently  assert  that  no  unnecessary  time  was  spent  in 
the  various  skirmishes  just  described. 

About  an  hour  and  a half  before  dark  we  reached  Mechauicsviile 
under  a terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  For  a short  time  we  were  com- 
pelled to  wait  until  we  could  receive  orders  from  General  Hill.  Before 
dark  we  were  ordered  to  take  our  position  in  a road  which  appeared  to 
run  at  right  angles  with  the  road  we  had  previously  occupied  and  to 
the  left  of  it.  Upon  the  application  of  General  Archer  the  Seventh 
and  Twenty-eighth  Regiments  were  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  him, 
but  upon  Colonel  Camj^bell’s  application  we  ascertained  he  had  no  im- 
mediate duty  for  us  to  perform.  It  was  then  fully  dark,  though  the 
artillery  conflict  still  continued,  and  as  soon  as  it  ceased  we  were  ordered 
to  take  our  position  immediately  in  front  of  tlie  enemy’s  batteries  and 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  therefrom,  being  still  in  the  front  of  your  bri- 
gade. At  this  point  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  were  prepared 
for  action  at  3 o’clock  next  morning,  under  orders  from  you. 

In  a short  time  after  this  the  enemy’s  batteries  opened  upon  us,  as 
did  some  of  their  sharpshooters.  Under  this  fire  we  remained  for 
about  an  hour  and  a half,  Avhen  we  were  ordered  into  the  woods  on  the 
right  of  the  road  last  spoken  of,  to  which  position  we  moved,  marching 
by  the  right  flank. 

About  10  a.  m.  of  the  27th  ultimo  we  were  ordered  again  to  take 
our  imsition  in  the  road,  which  we  accordingly  did.  After  remaining 
there  for  some  time  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
his  position  in  the  batteries.  We  then  took  up  our  line  of  nmrch  for 
Gaines’  Mill,  which  point  we  reached  between  3 and  4 p.  m.  of  the 
same  day.  Almost  immediately  upon  arriving  at  this  i)oint  our  regi- 
ment was  ordered  into  action.  We  advanced  up  the  right-hand  road, 
having  thrown  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  Avho  Avere  im- 
mediately engaged,  when  the  Avhole  regiment  advanced  rapidly  to  their 
support. 

In  this  advance  Company  B did  distinguished  credit  to  itself  and  its 
commander,  Capt.  R.  S.  Young,  by  the  readiness  with  which  it  became 
aligned  and  its  marked  steadiness  in  advancing  under  a very  heavy  fire. 
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As  we  approached,  Colonel  Campbell  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  form 
upon  the  right  of  the  regiment  and  the  line  advanced  to  a rail  fence 
in  the  front  of  the  woods.  Here  we  engaged  the  enemy,  vastly  supe- 
rior to  ns  in  numbers.  After  holding  this  position  for  some  time,  and 
hnding  he  was  not  re-enforced  so  rapidly  as  he  anticipated.  Colonel 
Campbell  ordered  his  regiment  to  retire  to  the  rear  of  the  wood.  The 
command  was  then  separated  5 about  seven  companies,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Cam])bell,  were  almost  immediately  advanced  to  their 
previous  position,  and  three  companies  under  my  command,  to  wit,  B, 
F,  A,  and  a portion  of  G,  were  rallied  in  the  rear  of  the  wood  and  re- 
ported to  Major-General  Hill  for  orders.  The  seven  companies  under 
Colonel  Campbell,  after  driving  again  through  the  wood,  were  ordered 
by  Major-General  Ewell  to  change  their  position  by  a movement  by  the 
right  flank.  After  moving  about  a quarter  of  a mile  they  were  ordered 
to  advance  across  a swamp  and  over  an  abatis  of  felled  trees  up  a hill 
upon  an  intrenched  position  of  the  enemy.  It  was  in  this  advance  that 
our  patriotic  colonel  lost  that  life  which  was  so  dear  to  his  whole  regi- 
ment. The  colors,  when  the  advance  began,  were  in  the  hands  of  Corpl. 
Henry  T.  Fight,  of  Company  F.  He  was  instantly  shot  down,  when 
they  were  again  seized  by  Corpl.  James  A.  Harris,  of  Company  I ; he 
was  also  shot  down,  when  Colonel  Campbell  himself  seized  the  colors 
and,  advancing  some  20  paces  in  front  of  his  regiment,  ordered  them 
not  to  fire  but  to  follow  him.  Within  20  paces  of  the  enemy\s  line  he 
was  shot  down,  when  Lieut.  Duncan  C.  Haywood,  commanding  Com- 
pany E,  again  seized  our  flag,  the  staff  of  which  harl  been  shot  in  two, 
and  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  regiment.  He  also  immediately  lost 
his  life;  whereupon  the  flag  of  the  regiment  was  carried  out  of  the 
action  by  Corporal  Pea vey,  of  Company  C. 

It  was  now  night  fall,  and  Maj.  Junius  L.  Hill,  who  had  behaved  with 
his  usual  distinguished  gallantry,  finding  that  more  than  half  our 
force  was  destroyed,  and  himself  exhausted  by  long  action  and  a severe 
shock  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  bombs,  formed  such  of  his  men  as  he 
could  collect  and  l eported  to  me.  The  flag  which  Avas  borne  during  this 
conflict  was  literally  shot  to  pieces  and  bore  upon  its  field  the  marks 
of  thirty -two  balls.  This  is  the  best  indication  of  the  heavy  fire  to  Avhich 
our  brave  men  were  exposed. 

My  portion  of  the  command,  Avhich  in  obedience  to  orders  had  fallen 
to  the  rear  of  the  Avood  after  the  first  two  hours  of  the  engagement, 
Avas,  upon  my  application  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  for  orders,  ordered 
toAvard  the  right  of  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a portion  of 
General  Jackson’s  command,  whicfii  he  informed  me  was  then  upon  the 
field.  My  men  cheerfully  and  earnestly  advanced  toward  the  right  with 
cheers  for  ^^Old  Stonewall.”  AYe  were  mjder  heavy  fire  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening,  but  Avere  not  so  actively  engaged  as  the  rest  of  our  regi- 
ment, the  aforesaid  portion  of  Jackson’s  command  and  AVheat’s  bat- 
talion being  in  our  front.  Near  night-fall  I reported  to  you,  stating  the 
exhausted  condition  of  my  troops,  when  you  directed  me  to  form  on  the 
left  of  the  road  approaching  the  enemy,  and  post  sentinels  along  the 
road,  so  as  to  collect  such  portions  of  your  brigade  as  might  pass  along 
said  road,  directing  them  to  bivouac  at  that  point. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th,  we  remained  quietly  in  our  biA^ouac,  caring 
for  the  wounded  and  dead. 

The  country  and  our  State  too  painfully  appreciate  the  loss  of  our 
most  capable  colonel  for  me  to  say  aught  in  his  praise.  It  was  in  this 
battle  that  Company  E,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Haywood, 
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lost  all  its  officers.  Lieutenants  Haywood  and  Closs  were  killed  in  the 
brave  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Lieut.  Ham.  C.  Graham,  late  of  the  Twenty-second  Kegiment  North 
Carolina  Troops,  who  had  volunteered  to  take  a command  in  said  com- 
pany as  lieutenant,  had  his  leg  broken  early  in  the  conflict. 

Where  almost  every  officer  has  distinguished  himself  it  is  difficult  to 
bestow  especial  praise  upon  any,  but  the  serious  bereavement  which 
this  company  has  sustained,  not  only  in  this  loss  of  their  officers,  but 
also  in  the  loss  of  men,  induces  me  to  commend  it  to  your  especial 
consideration.  I shall  take  occasion  hereafter  to  recommend  Lieuten- 
ant Graham  for  promotion  if  his  wound  will  admit  of  his  again  enter- 
ing the  service. 

In  this  battle  it  was  also  that  Capt.  E.  B.  MacEae  was  seriously,  and 
M.  H.  Peoples,  of  Company  K,  mortally,  wounded. 

Lieut.  Joseph  C.  Miller,  of  Company  K,  here  rendered  up  his  life, 
having  fallen  in  close  proximity  to  the  point  whore  Colonel  Campbell 
fell  while  bravely  leading  his  men  into  the  conflict. 

Captain  McAulay,  Company  I,  and  Lieut.  W.  J.  Kerr,  Coirpuiuy  D, 
(the  color  company),  also  sustained  serious  injuries,  from  which  they 
will  not  soon  recover.  Many  others  sustained  injuries,  the  extent  of 
which  may  be  learned  from  official  reports  already  published. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  proceeded  to  recross  the  Chickahominy, 
and  pursued  the  enemy  until  Monday  evening,  the  30th,  when  we  over- 
tool: him,  and  were  at  once  formed  in  column  of  regiments  on  the  right 
of  the  road  under  cover  of  the  woods.  In  a few  moments  we  were 
led  into  action  by  you  in  person.  Since  you  witnessed  the  daring  of 
my  regiment  while  advancing  toward  the  enemy  under  a terrific  fire 
and  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labored  in  meeting  a retreat- 
ing battery,  also  in  not  knowing  with  accuracy  the  point  for  which 
they  were  designated,  I shall  leave  it  to  you,  general,  to  say  all  that 
is  necessary  in  their  i)raise. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight  the  order  was  given  for  our 
regiment  to  charge,  which  we  did  without  faltering,  and  drove  him  be- 
fore us  for  at  least  1 mile,  every  inch  of  which  was  hotly  contested. 
It  was  now  near  sunset,  and  finding  that  he  had  fallen  back  upon  his 
reserves,  which  extended  far  beyond  my  right  flank,  and  that  we  had 
driven  away  the  immediate  force  that  were  protecting  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries, I ordered  a change  of  position,  so  as  to  reform  in  rear  of  General 
Pender’s  brigade,  which  was  then  advancing  to  our  support. 

About  this  time  I was  myself  disabled  l3y  a slight  wound  on  the 
head,  but  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  my  men  was  enabled  for  a while 
to  keep  the  field  and  to  send  a portion  of  my  men  again  into  action  un- 
der the  command  of  Maj.  J.  L.  Hill. 

During  this  action  and  in  the  reformation  just  spoken  of  I take  occa- 
sion to  acknowledge  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  me,  my  regiment, 
and  the  cause  by  Major  Hill,  who  was  always  ready  to  expose  himself 
to  the  hottest  fire.  To  Lieut.  F.  D.  Stockton,  my  adjutant,  who  was 
by  my  side  during  the  whole  action,  except  when  bearing  official  mes- 
sages under  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  did  great  service  in  assisting  me  in 
rallying  the  men.  Lieutenant  Munro,  of  the  Second  North  Carolina 
Eegiment,  who  was  acting  as  a volunteer  lieutenant  in  Company  E, 
also  distinguished  himself  by  conspicuous  bravery.  Capt.  J.  McLeod 
Turner  (Company  F)  and  his  command  distinguished  themselves,  as 
they  have  always  hitherto  done,  by  the  eagerness  with  which  they  ap- 
proached the  foe.  Lieutenant  Murchison,  Company  C,  also  proved  him- 
self a worthy  successor  of  his  disabled  captain,  E,  B,  MacEae.  It  was 
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ill  this  contest  that  Lieuts.  J.  Milton  Alexander  was  mortally  and  Dickey 
and  Black iner  seriously  wounded. 

In  this  battle  I have  no  complaint  to  make  of  any  officer  or  man  in 
their  advance  upon  the  enemy,  and  I beg  leave  especially  to  commend 
the  conduct  not  only  of  the  officers  whom  I have  just  named,  but  also 
of  Capt.  J.  G.  Harris,  Company  H,  and  Lieut.  N.  A.  Pool,  commanding 
Conijiany  K. 

This  night  my  regiment  spent  upon  the  field,  and  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, about  7 o’clock,  while  we  were  under  marching  orders  and  actually 
on  the  inarch,  we  were  ordered  into  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill.  We 
advanced  under  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  but  the  dark- 
ness came  upon  us  so  rapidly  that  we  were  not  actively  engaged  that 
night. 

We  were  then  continued  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  the  9th  in- 
stant, when  we  were  ordered  to  our  present  camp,  4 miles  from  Rich- 
mond. 

During  these  contests  we  have  lost  6 officers  killed  or  mortally 
wounded  and  10  wounded,  29  men  killed  on  the  field  and  202  wounded. 

The  number  actually  carried  into  action  on  Friday,  27th  ultimo,  was 
near  450  officers  and  men. 

In  s})ecially  commending  certain  officers,  whose  conduct  was  markedly 
brouglit  to  my  own  notice,  I have  reason  to  believe  that  my  officers 
generally  behaved  ([uite  as  gallantly  as  they. 

It  is  a ])ainful  duty^  in  such  a regiment  to  record  the  fact  that  Lieut. 
W.  C.  Green,  of  Company  K,  absented  himself  from  his  company  and 
regiment  without  leave,  as  did  also  Lieut.  M.  W.  Hill,  of  Company  A, 
after  the  fight  of  Friday.  It  is  but  fair,  however,  to  these  officers  to 
state  that  no  official  investigation  has  yet  taken  place  of  their  conduct 
upon  this  occasion. 

I have  the  honor,  general,  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ED.  GRAHAM  HAYWOOD, 
Colonel,,  Comdg.  Seventh  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 


No.  343. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  H.  Cowan,  Fighteenth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Caines'^  Mill,  Frazier's  Farm  {Nelson's 
Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvemi  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Regt.  North  Carolina  Troops, 

Near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  — , 1862. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  recent  battles 
around  Richmond : 

Our  march  across  the  Chickahominy  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
June  26,  and  down  its  northern  bank  to  Mechanicsville  having  been 
conducted  under  your  personal  direction,  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to 
its  incidents.  We  reached  Mechanicsville  Thursday  afternoon  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  which  commanded  that 
crossing,  but  were  not  prominently'  engaged. 
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Thursday  night  we  were  ordered  to  defend  the  batteries  planted 
upon  the  position  which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy  from  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  to  retake  them  during  the  night.  Con- 
sequently we  slept  upon  our  arms  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  with  the 
proper  picket  force  out  on  all  sides  ; but  no*  demonstration  was  made 
by  the  enemy. 

Friday  morning  at  dawn  of  day  he  opened  upon  us  with  his  artillery, 
and  the  fire  was  continued  until  his  position  was  turned,  and  he  was 
thus  forced  to  abandon  it. 

In  all  of  these  engagements,  however,  my  men  were  but  little  exposed 
and  my  loss  was  very  slight,  only  3 men  being  wounded  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a shell. 

Friday  afternoon  at  4 o’clock  we  were  put  into  the  fight  at  Cold 
Harbor.  By  your  order  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  and  in  this  order  I advanced  through  the  dense  woods  pi 
which  the  enemy  were  posted.  A small  ravine,  deep  and  boggy,  com- 
pelled us  to  flank  still  fiirther  to  the  right.  By  this  means  1 became 
separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  which  had  been  formed 
on  the  left,  and  for  a long  time  was  wholly  without  assistance  in  my 
attempts  upon  the  enemj’s  position.  Again  and  again  was  that  posi- 
tion assailed,  and  again  and  again  were  we  repulsed  by  vastly  superior 
numbers.  Kegimeut  after  regiment  sent  in  to  the  same  attack  shared 
the  same  fate,  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  con- 
tinuous arrival  of  fresh  troops  had  given  us  something  like  an  equality 
of  forces,  that  any  decided  impression  was  made  upon  the  enemy.  His 
position  was  carried  in  that  last  general  charge  which  swept  his  whole 
army  from  the  field  in  a perfect  rout. 

In  this  fight,  although  I was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
my  regiment,  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  such  that  we  were  exposed 
to  a heavy  fire  from  the  flank  as  well  as  from  the  front,  and  though 
the  regiment  was  frequently  broken  and  compelled  to  fall  back,  yet  I 
did  not  once  lose  the  command  of  it.  The  men  reformed  with  alacrity, 
and  my  commands  were  obeyed  with  the  promiitness,  if  not  the  ])re- 
cision,  of  drill. 

My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  68.  Frothing  but  the  thickness 
of  the  woods  saved  us  from  total  destruction  in  our  first  unassisted 
efforts  upon  the  enemy’s  position. 

Saturday  we  were  engaged  in  the  work  of  burying  the  dead. 

Sunday  morning  we  crossed  to  the  south  of  the  Ohickahominy  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy. 

Monday  the  pursuit  was  continued  until  we  engaged  the  enemy  at 
Frazier’s  farm.  Here  my  regiment  joined  the  brigade  in  the  series  of 
charges  upon  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Without  a sign  of  faltering,  shout- 
ing the.  battle-cry  of  “Stonewall,”  which  they  adopted  of  their  own 
accord,  they  advanced  across  two  oi)en  fields  in  the  face  of  a perfect 
shower  of  grape  and  musketry  until  they  reached  a small  ravine,  trav- 
ersed by  a fence,  within  a short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  slight  shelter,  they  maintained  themselves 
in  this  position  until  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements,  when  they  joined 
in  the  general  charge  which  won  the  batteries. 

My  loss  here  wa^very  heavy — killed  and  wounded,  150;  among 
them  First  Lieut.  W.  A.  Wooster,  of  Company  I,  and  my  sergeant- 
major,  A.  D.  Moore,  both  of  them  young  men  of  brilliant  prospects,  and 
as  gallant,  as  daring,  as  devoted  to  the  cause  as  any  officer  in  the  Con- 
federate service. 

Tuesday,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  marched  to  the  field,  but  were 
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held  in  reserve,  and  had  no  opportunity  to  deliver  a fire.  Three  of  my 
men,  however,  were  w^ounded  by  fragments  of  shell. 

My  total  loss  has  been  224  in  killed  and  wounded,  a detailed  state- 
ment having  already  been  furnished  you.  When  it  is  stated  that  I 
entered  the  series  of  battles  with  less  than  400  men,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  proportion  is  very  heavy. 

That  there  were  many  stragglers  from  the  field  of  battle  is  not  to  be 
denied.  There  have  been  stragglers  from  every  field  since  the  war 
began.  As  a general  rule,  however,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  men 
fought  throughout  the  whole  army  as  if  each  individual  was  thoroughly 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  necessary  that  we  should  be  vic- 
torious in  the  field  before  Eichmond.  Amid  this  army  of  heroes  I 
have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  my  regiment.  Whether  on  the 
march,  in  the  field,  exposed  to  fatigue  and  privations,  in  the  midst 
of  danger  and  in  the  face  of  death,  they  were  cheerful  and  obedient, 
I)rompt  and  daring.  No  order  was  given  that  they  did  not  cheerfully 
and  faithfully  attempt  to  execute. 

Where  all  behaved  well  it  is  difficult  to  make  distinctions.  My  field 
and  staff  did  their  full  duty  ; still  I desire  to  make  special  mention  of 
my  lieutenant-colonel,  Thomas  J.  Purdie.  He  was  everywhere  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  cool  and  courageous,  encouraging  the  men  and 
directing  them  in  their  duty.  H/s  services  were  invaluable.  I desire 
also  to  make  special  mention  of  Captains  Savage,  Barry,  McLaurin, 
Gore,  and  Byrne.  They  were  all  conspicuous  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  all  wounded  on  the  field,  the  last  three  very  seriously.  Cap- 
tain Byrne  having  lost  an  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  H.  COWAN, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Eighteenth  North  Carolina  Troops. 


No.  344. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Lane.,  Twenty -eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry , 
of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’’  Mill^  Frazier’s  Farm  [Nelson’s 
Far7n,  or  Glendale).,  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-eighth  Eegt.  North  Carolina  Vols., 

Near  Richmond.,  Fu.,  July  12,  1862. 
General  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Wednesday,  June  25, 
I left  camp  with  my  regiment,  numbering  480,  and,  with  the  balance 
of  your  brigade,  proceeded  up  the  Telegraph  road,  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  advanced  toward  Meadow 
Bridge.  Two  of  my  companies  were  ordered  to  Mrs.  Crenshaw^s  bridge 
to  apprise  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoke,  with  a portion  of  his  regiment 
which  was  doing  picket  duty  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cliickahominy, 
that  the  way  was  clear.  We  then  continued  our  march  toward  Me- 
chanicsville.  The  fight  had  commenced  on  our  reaching  this  place, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  support  a battery  which  w^as  firing  from  the 
works  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I had  1 man  wmumh^d  that  evening.  We 
slept  upon  the  field,  and  were  held  as  a sup])ort  again  next  morning, 
when  the  ^artillery  opened  upon  us,  and  another  one  of  my  men  was 
wounded. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his 
position  and  was  in  full  retreat  we  were  ordered  to  follow,  and  om 
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reaching  Cold  Harbor  the  Seventh  North  Carolioa  Troops  and  iny  regi- 
ment were  ordered  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
battle-field.  The  Seventh  preceded  us,  and  when  I was  about  to  form 
my  regiment  on  its  left  a sharp  fire,  both  of  shell  and  infantry,  was 
opened  upon  us,  causing  one  of  the  wings  of  the  Seventh  to  give  way. 
On  asking  the  cause  of  this,  I was  informed  by  some  of  the  company 
officers  of  the  Seventh,  whose  names  I do  not  know,  that  Colonel  Camj)- 
bell  had  ordered  them  to  fall  back,  and  as  there  was  a large  i)ond  of 
water  in  my  rear,  I led  my  regiment  out  of  the  woods  by  the  left  flank, 
when  I met  you  and  was  ordered  back.  I then  marched  up  the  road 
and  wheeled  my  entire  regiment  into  the  same  piece  of  woods.  Colonel 
Lee  followed  with  his  regiment,  which  he  intended  posting  to  my  right, 
but  the  enemy  opened  upon  him  just  as  he  was  about  to  turn  the 
angle  of  the  road  and  his  right  was  thrown  into  confusion.  This 
caused  Companies  D,  A,  and  I,  of  the  right  wing,  and  Company  H,  to 
the  left  of  the  colors  in  my  regiment,  to  give  way.  Company  D promptly 
reformed  and  came  into  line;  the  other  three  companies,  lam  told, 
reformed  and  attached  themselves  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  to 
other  regiments.  They  were  not  with  me.  Colonel  Campbell’s  regi- 
ment, seven  of  my  companies.  Lieutenant  Webb,  of  Company  H,  and  a 
few  rank  and  file  from  the  three  missing  companies,  engaged  the  en- 
emy in  the  woods  and  were  exposed  to  a hot  fire,  when  fresh  troops 
came  up  and  relieved  us  temporarily.  Maj.  James  Barbour,  General 
Elzey’s  assistant  adjutant- general,  approached  me  soon  afterward  and 
requested  me  to  take  my  command  to  the  support  of  a imrtion  of  his 
forces,  which  had  advanced  into  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  woods. 
My  command  advanced  most  gqllantly  through  the  woods  and  into 
the  open  field,  although  exposed  to  a front  and  right  enfilade  infantry 
fire,  and  bravely  remained  there  until  General  George  B.  Anderson’s 
brigade  debouched  from  the  woods  to  our  left  and  charged  across  the 
field.  I ordered  my  men  to  cease  firing  when  this  brigade  was  nearly 
in  front  of  us,  and,  forming  on  the  right,  assisted  them  in  clearing 
the  field  of  the  enemy.  At  the  advice  of  General  Anderson,  my  men 
now  being  very  much  fatigued,  I remained  with  a portion  of  his  bri- 
gade in  a somewhat  sheltered  position  until  night  fall,  when  I rejoined 
you. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  13  killed  and  78  wounded. 

Sunday  evening  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  on  Monday 
evening  (the  30th)  were  among  the  first  to  engage  the  enemy ; the 
whole  brigade  advanced,  driving  the  foe  before  us,  notwithstanding 
the  character  of  the  ground.  My  regiment,  in  its  advance,  had  to  pass 
through  two  skirts  of  woods  containing  swampy  ground,  and  an  inter- 
mediate open  field,  in  which  there  was  a dwelling  surrounded  by  a 
yard  and  garden;  all  of  which,  I am  told,  had  been  converted  into  a 
temporary  breastwork  by  the  enemy.  All  of  my  men  behaved  well  in 
this  action,  notwithstanding  they  were  exposed  to  a murderous  fire  of 
shell,  grape,  and  small-arms.  1 did  not  remain  with  my  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  fight,  as  a flesh-wound  in  the  right  cheek  forced  me  to 
leave  the  field. 

Our  loss  was  6 killed  and  50  wounded. 

We  were  not  actively  engaged  in  the  Tuesday’s  fight,  though  we 
were  ordered  out  late  in  the  evening,  and  were  exposed  to  a terrific 
shelling,  first  in  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  guns  and  then 
to  the  left  in  a small  piece  of  woods.  Fortunately  we  had  only  1 man 
wounded  and  none  killed. 

With  only  1 field  offi(jer,  3 


captains,  but  few  lieutenants,  and  our 
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ranks  greatly  reduced  by  sickness,  caused  by  the  hardships  we  had  to 
undergo  in  our  retreat  from  Hanover  Court-House,  we  had  to  contend 
with  the  enemy  in  the  recent  terrible  engagements  before  Eichmond 
under  many  disadvantages,  but  our  loss — 150  killed  and  wounded  out 
of  an  effective  force  of  480,  including  the  ambulance  corps,  about  one- 
third — will  show  how  nobly  the  Twenty-eighth  behaved  in  this  great 
struggle  for  independence. 

I would  respecttnlly  call  to  your  attention  Capt.  T.  James  Linebar- 
ger,  of  Company  C ; Capt.  D.  A.  Parker,  of  Company  D ; also  First 
Lieut.  Clark,  of  Company  E ; First  Lieut.  E.  G.  Morrow,  of  Company 
G ; First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Cioniuger,  of  Company  B ; Second  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Eandle,  of  Company  B ; Second  Lieut.  George  W.  McCauley,  of  Company 
G;  Second  Lieut.  Eobeft  B.  Ehjne,  of  Company  B,  as  all  of  these  offi- 
cers behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  bravery.  Sergt.  Maj.  Milton  A. 
Lowe,  on  the  battle-field  of  the  27th  and  30th,  more  than  once  proved 
himself  a brave  and  fearless  young  defender  of  Southern  rights,  and 
has  won  the  admiration  of  all  who  saw  him.  Color-bearer  J.  P.  Little, 
of  Company  C,  was  wounded  on  the  27th,  but  was  at  his  post  again  in 
a short  time. 

Eespectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LA^IE, 

Colonelj  Gomdg.  Twenty -eiglitli  Regiment  North  Carolina  YoU. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  O’B.  Branch, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade^  Light  Division, 


No.  345. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  F.  Roke^  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  In- 
fmitry,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville^  Games’’  Mill^  Frazier’s  Farm 
(Nelson’s  Farm.,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Rill. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-third  Eegt.  North  Carolina  Troops, 

July  12,  1862. 

Bear  General:  On  June  25  you  called  the  commanding  officers  of 
your  brigade  together  and  informed  us  of  the  intended  [plan]  and  man- 
ner of  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  me  to  have  my  command  ready 
to  move  at  5 p.  m.,  with  three  days’  rations.  1,  having  five  companies 
on  picket  at  the  Crenshaw  Bridge,  was  ordered  to  take  command  at 
that  point,  while  the  other  five  companies,  under  Major  Cowan,  would 
march  with  the  brigade  and  cross  the  river  at  the  telegraphic  bridge, 
and  move  down  the  river  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  posi- 
tion. My' orders  were  that  I should  cross  the  river  with  the  five  com- 
panies as  soon  as  I heard  firing  and  make  an  attack  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

About  12  o’clock  on  the  26th  1 heard  sharp  skirmishing,  and  drew 
in  my  pickets  in  order  to  cross,  and  while  doing  so  could  see  tliat  the 
enemy  were  in  full  retreat.  While  crossing  the  river  I received  a dis- 
patch from  you  ordering  me  to  join  the  command;  that  you  were  in  the 
road  immediately  opposite.  I joined  the  command,  and  from  that  point 
we  marched  to  Mechanicsville,  and  reached  that  place  under  a most 
terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  About  10  p.  m.  the  firing  ceased  and  we 
were  ordered  to  lie  in  our  position  upon  our  arms. 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


seven-days’  battles. 


895 


At  3 a.  m.  of  the  27th  we  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a 
moment’s  warning,  but  did  not  take  up  the  line  of  march  until  12  o’clock, 
and  then  moved  in  the  di]?ection  of  Gaines’  Mill  down  the  Ohickahominy. 
We  reached  that  point  at  4 p.  m.,  and  finding  heavy  fighting  going  on, 
were  ordered  immediately  into  the  engagement,  and  remained  in  the 
fight  until  dark,  by  which  time  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  a dis- 
tance of  2 miles.  I then  reported  to  you  with  my  command  at  the  road, 
and  was  ordered  to  bivouac  my  men  and  give  them  rest.  This  was  a 
very  hard-fought  battle,  and  the  men  deserve  great  praise  for  their 
coolness  and  firmness  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  28th  we  remained  quiet  all  day.  The  enemy  having  been 
driven  across  the  Ohickahominy,  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  two  days’ 
rations  and  be  ready  to  march  at  daylight. 

On  the  29th  we  recrossed  the  river  and  moved  down  James  Eiver, 
marching  a distance  of  12  or  15  miles,  and  encamjied. 

On  the  30th  we  again  marched  down  the  river  in  order  to  make  an 
attack,  and  reached  the  point  about  3 o’clock.  The  presence  of  the 
enemy  was  soon  made  known  by  the  roaring  of  artillery,  and  we  were 
immediately  ordered  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  by  a 
flank  movement  under  very  great  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  Soon  you,  at 
the  head  of  your  brigade,  filed  to  the  right,  and,  moving  600  yards  in 
that  direction,  halted,  faced  to  the  front,  and  forming  a line  of  battle, 
moved  slowly  through  a skirt  of  woods  until  you  reached  an  open  field; 
you  then  halted,  formed  a iierfect  line  of  battle,  and  charged,  by  the 
double-quick  and  with  a yell,  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  were  strongly 
supported  by  infantry  across  this  field,  a distance  of  500  yards.  We 
at  the  same  time  were  enfiladed  by  graiie  shot;  neither  fire  upon  the 
front  or  flank  at  all  stopped  the  men,  but  on  they  pressed  and  soon 
silenced  the  fire  upon  them.  They  seemed  not  to  heed  the  falling  of 
friends  by  their  side,  but  had  the  great  duty  of  defeating  the  enemy 
foremost  in  their  minds.  Here  my  loss  was  heavy,  not  so  much  in 
killed  as  in  wounded. 

My  men  in  this  charge  had  no  cover  at  all. 

I cannot  refrain  from  asking  that  great  praise  may  be  given  to  both 
officers  and  men  for  their  actions  on  this  occasion. 

After  passing  through  the  field  and  entering  the  field  on  the  opposite 
side  my  regiment  became  divided  by  the  interference  of  a brigadier- 
general,  unknown  to  me,  who  had  ordered  the  left  of  my  regiment  to 
march  to  the  left.  I remained  with  a ])ortion  of  my  men  on  the  field 
until  dark,  and  reported  to  you  in  an  old  field,  at  which  place  you  were 
encamped. 

On  July  1 we  were  quiet  until  0 o’clock  in  the  evening,  at  which  time 
we  were  ordered  in  to  support  D.  H.  Hill’s  division.  In  this  fight  I 
was  not  engaged,  but  was  under  a heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 

On  July  2 and  3 we  were  marching  after  the  enemy,  but  their  retreat 
was  too  speedy  to  be  overtaken.  We  then  bivouacked  for  several  days, 
inviting  the  enemy  to  battle,  which  was  not  accepted.  We  then  marched 
to  this  point,  arriving  here  on  the  0th  instant. 

My  loss  was  very  heavy  for  a small  command.  The  report  of  casual- 
ties has  been  sent  in,  as  well  as  that  of  the  action  of  officers  and  men 
who  need  correction. 

I am  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  I am  truly  proud  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  command.  I cannot  well  make  distinction  among 
those  officers  and  men,  who  so  nobly  did  their  duty,  but  ask  that  credit 
may  be  given  those  to  whom  it  is  due  and  action  taken  against  those 
who  deserve  it, 
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Casualties. 

Killed 8 

Wounded 52 

Missing 15 

Total 75 


Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  HOKE, 

Lieutena  nt-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  L.  O’B.  Branch, 

Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 


Ko.  346. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Barbour,  Thirty -seventh  North  Carolina 

Infantry,  of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'^  Mill,  Frazier's  Farm 

(Nelson's  Farm,  or  Glendale),  and  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Thiriw- Seventh  Regt.  N.  0.  Troops, 

July  13,  1862. 

General:  The  Thirty-sev'enth  Regiioent  left  its  camp  on  June  25, 
pursuant  to  orders,  with  the  other  regiments  composing  your  brigade, 
and  on  the  26th  crossed  the  Ohickahominy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  my  command  reached  Mechanicsville,  and 
was  exposed  to  a severe  artillery  fire,  which  wounded  severely  several 
men  and  two  officers,  but  the  regiment  was  not  otherwise  engaged. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  we  reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  my  com- 
mand was  ordered  into  action.  Kot  knowing  the  iiosition  of  the  enemy, 
we  moved  up  the  road  some  200  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened  a deadly 
fire  upon  us,  killing  several  and  wounding  a large  number.  The  swamp 
and  thick  undergrowth  rendered  it  very  difficult  to  form  the  regiment 
in  line  of  battle,  which,  together  with  the  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy, 
threw  it  into  considerable  confusion,  thereby  rendering  it  inefficient 
for  a short  time  until  order  could  be  restored.  It  behaved  during  the 
rest  of  the  engagement  very  well. 

On  Monday  evening,  30th  instant,  my  regiment,  with  the  other  regi- 
ments of  your  command,  charged  the  strong  position  occupied  by  the 
enemy’s  artilleiy  and  infantry.  Throughout  this  engagement  my  regi- 
ment behaved  with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  witli 
great  loss. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  regiment  was  again  under  arms  and  under 
fire,  but  was  not  engaged. 

All  the  officers  of  my  command  behaved  well,  except  those  who  have 
been  reported  to  General  Hill  under  previous  orders.  I take  pleasure 
in  mentioning  sx)ecially  Captain  Horton,  who  remained  with  his  com- 
pany during  these  trying  scenes,  although  more  than  sixty  years  old 
and  worn-out  by  exposure  and  fatigue. 

In  the  action  of  Monday  evening  Colonel  Lee  was  killed  while  gal- 
lantly leading  the  regiment  into  action.  He  was  a brave,  experienced 
officer  and  a pure  man.  His  loss  will  be  severely  felt. 

Lieut.  Isham  C.  Hartzog  was  mortally  wounded  on  Friday  evening, 
and  has  since  died.  He  was  an  excellent  officer  and  a brave,  true  man. 

My  total  loss  is  138  killed  and  w ounded.  A number  of  the  wmunded 
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have  died  si i ice  the  action.  A list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  heretofore 
been  forwai  ded  to  you. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

WILL.  M.  BAEBOUR, 

Lieut.  Col..,  Comdg.  Thirty -seventh  Regt.  North  Carolina  Troops. 

p.  s. — List  of  officers  of  Thirty-seventh  Eegiment  who  absented  them- 
selves from  their  companies  without  leave:  Lieutenants  McCoy  and 
Sammon,  Company  1,  allege  sickness;  Lieutenant  Owens,  Company 
K,  behaved  badly,  and  has  not  yet  returned;  Lieutenant  Smith,  Com- 
pany F,  went  to  camp  on  Tuesday  without  permission — alleges  that  he 
was  sick  and  unfit  for  duty. 


No.  347. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer.,  C.  8.  Army^  commanding  Fifth  Brigade^ 
of  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’’  Mill. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Brig.,  Light  Div.,  July  10,  1802. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  [on]  the  evening  of  June 
20,  by  direction  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  I marched  my  brigade,  1,228 
strong, ‘into  Mechanicsville  and  thence  up  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike 
in  line  of  battle,  the  left  flank  guided  by  the  line  of  the  turnpike ; the 
Nineteenth  Georgia  (Lieut.  Col.  T.  C.  Johnson)  on  the  left,  the  First 
Tennessee  (Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shackelford)  on  the  right,  the  Fifth  Ala- 
bama Battalion  (Captain  Van  de  Graaff)  and  Seventh  Tennessee  (Col. 
John  F.  Goodner)  supporting.  The  Fourteenth  Tennessee  (Col.  W.  A. 
Forbes)  became  separated  from  me  during  the  movement,  and  becom- 
ing involved  with  General  Field’s  brigade,  did  not  join  me  until  night. 

The  brigade  moved  on  steadily  to  the  Beaver  Ham  Creek  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  rifles  from  the  batteries  and  strongly  in- 
trenched positions  of  the  enemy  on  the  opjmsite  bank.  Niaht  closed 
in  before  a crossing  could  be  effected.  We  remained  through  the  night 
in  possession  of  the  gTound  we  had  gained  and  the  next  morning  the 
enemy  abandoned  their  works. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  43  killed  and  171  wounded;  among  the 
former  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  Nineteenth 
Georgia,  who  fell  gallantly  cheering  his  men  in  battle ; and  among  the 
latter  the  gallant  and  efficient  Captain  Van  de  Graaff,  commanding 
the  Fifth  Alabama  Battalion. 

On  the  27th,  at  Cold  Harbor,  my  brigade,  reduced  to  less  than  1,000 
men,  advanced  alone  and  unsupported  across  an  open  field  to  attack 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  and  protected  in  the  wood  beyond  by  the 
works  which  a short  time  afterward  it  required  seven  brigades  to  carry. 
The  troops  under  my  command,  except  the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  which 
was  held  in  reserve,  advanced  at  a double-quick  to  within  20  steps  of 
the  breastworks,  when  they  fell  back  before  the  irresistible  fire  of  ar- 
tillery and  rifles.  The  obvious  impossibility  of  carrying  the  i)osition 
without  support  prevented  me  from  attempting  to  checi^  the  retreat. 
Had  they  not  fallen  back  I would  myself  have  ordered  it.  A half 
hour  later  my  brigade,  constituting  the  right  of  the  Light  Division, 
again  moved  forward  to  the  attack  of  the  same  position  and  entered  it 
in  the  front  line  of  attack.  Beyond  this  point  my  brigade,  worn-out, 
exhausted,  and  intermingled  with  the  regiments  and  brigades  of  the 
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snpporting  line,  did  not  advance  as  an  organized  body.  With  a few 
of  my  command,  however  (mostly  Georgians,  who,  not  having  been 
engnged  in  the  first  charge,  were  fresher  than  the  rest),  and  some  sol- 
diers of  other  brigades,  I continued  on  from  a quarter  to  half  a mile 
farther  under  a heavy  artillery  fire  from  batteries  which  were  taken 
by  Hood’s  brigade,  while  under  the  eminence  on  which  they  were 
posted  I was  forming  for  attack  the  few  men,  not  more  than  100,  re- 
maining with  me.  I remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  was  spent  in  burying  the  dead  .and  attending  the 
wounded. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  49  killed  and  271  wounded,  making  the 
total  loss  in  the  two  battles  542,  besides  Corporal  Trezevant,  of  the 
Hampton  Legion,  in  command  of  my  couriers,  killed,  and  James  L. 
Crittenden,  volunteer  aide,  wounded.  All  the  field  officers  of  the  Nine- 
te(^nth  Georgia,  First  and  Seventh  Tennessee  Eegiments,  and  the  two 
senior  ca})tains  successively  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Alabama  Battal- 
ion were  killed  or  wounded. 

1 regret  that  the  short  period  of  my  service  with  the  brigade  and 
want  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  render  it 
impossible  for  me  to  name  many  whose  distinguished  gallantry  I no- 
ticed on  the  field.  I have,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders.  I would  not,  however,  fail  to 
remember  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shackelford,  who  was 
killed  while  most  gallantly  discharging  his  duty,  and  of  J.  W.  Will- 
iams, sergeant-major  of  the  Nineteenth  Georgia.  Mr.  George  Lemmon, 
my  volunteer  aide  and  acting  adjutant,  and  James  L.  Crittenden,  vol- 
unteer aide,  rendered  throughout  the  most  gallant  and  efficient  service, 
both  the  regular  officers  of  my  staffi  being  abvsent  sick. 

The  couriers  of  the  cavalry  of  Hampton’s  Legion,  attached  to  my  staff, 
rendered  fearless  and  valuable  service. 

Capt.  Carter  M.  Braxton,  with  his  Fredericksburg  Battery,  seconded 
by  Lieutenant  IMarye,  rendered  efficient  service  in  both  actions,  aud  dis- 
played remarkable  skill  and  gallantry. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  AECHEE, 
Brigadm^-  General^  Commanding. 


No.  348. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  WilUani  1).  Pender^  C.  S.  Ar7ny,  commaiidmg  Mxth 
Brigade^  of  the  battles  of  Mechaniesville,  Gaines'^  Mill.,  and  FraziePs 
Farm  (Nelsonh  Farm,  or  Glendale). 


Eichmond,  Va.,  July  16,  1862. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  a part  of  the  Light 
Division  of  the  Army,  I left  my  cam])  near  Friend’s  house,  on  the 
Chickahominy,  Weduesday  afternoon,  June  25,  with  my  brigade,  and 
marched  to  a point  near  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy,  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I joined  the  division. 

Upon  resuming  the  march  next  day  my  brigade  was  placed  fifth  in 
order,  so  that  after  crossing  late  in  the  afternoon  I was  ordered  to  cross 
the  field  direct  for  Mechanicsville  to  meet  the  brigades  in  front  that 
were  making  the  march  by  the  road.  Soon  after  leaving  the  Meadow 
Bridge  road  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  opened  upon  us  from 
a wood  directly  above  Mechanicsville.  I at  once  deployed  into  line 
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of  battle,  bringing  up  one  section  of  Andrews’  battery.  My  line  wa& 
then  advanced  and  the  enemy’s  artillery  soon  withdrew. 

Here,  owing  to  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  roads  and  partial 
misleading  of  the  guide,  my  left  regiment  went  too  far  to  the  left,  and 
consequently  did  not  join  the  brigade  until  late  at  night,  for  while  it 
was  coming  up  after  being  sent  for  it  was  ordered  by  some  one  to  sup- 
port another  brigade ; and  I would  here  mention  it  was  reported  to  me 
as  behaving  well  under  a very  murderous  fire,  to  which  it  was  soon  ex- 
posed, losing  about  200  men.  This  was  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  McElroy. 

Upon  reaching  Mechanics ville  I was  ordered  by  you  to  support  Gen- 
eral Field.  I at  once  made  my  dispositions  to  do  so,  but  soon  found 
that  by  taking  the  direction  General  Field  was  going  [it]  left  his  right 
much  exposed  to  a heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  was  playing  at  the 
same  time  on  Pegram’s  battery  with  great  effect.  This  artillery  was 
obliquely  to  the  right  and  lower  down  Beaver  Dam  Creek  than  I saw 
any  troops  going.  I at  once  changed  the  direction  of  two  of  my  regi- 
ments, so  as  to  bring  f^hem  to  the  right  of  this  artillery,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  within  150  or  200  yards  of  it  before  we  were  opened  upon, 
but  when  they  did  open  upon  us  it  was  destructive,  and  the  obstacles 
so  great  in  front,  the  creek  and  mill-dam,  that  after  the  Thirty-eighth 
North  Carolina  had  reached  these  obstacles,  and  within  less  than  100 
yards  of  the  enemy’s  rifle  pits,  thej^  had  to  fall  back.  This  regiment 
here  advanced  boldly  and  maintained  its  ground  well.  The  Thirty- 
fourth  North  Carolina — the  other  regiment  that  had  been  led  by  me  to 
the  right — had  made  too  much  of  a detour,  and  did  not  come  up  until 
the  Thirty-eighth  had  been  repulsed.  After  bringing  it  up  I sent  it 
farther  to  the  right,  to  make  as  much  diversion  as  possible  in  that 
direction. 

General  Eipley  at  this  time  came  up  with  his  brigade,  advancing 
over  part  of  the  same  ground  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Thirty- 
eighth  North  Carolina,  directly  in  front  of  the  mill.  The  Thirty-fourth 
North  Carolina  advanced  to  the  creek  and  there  maintained  its  position 
until  after  dark,  when  I had  it  withdrawn,  so  that  with  this  and  Gen- 
eral Eipley  with  part  of  his  brigade  we  held  the  extreme  right  of  our 
position  until  about  daylight  next  morning,  when  I was  relieved.  Gen- 
eral Eipley  had  been  relieved  before. 

Other  brigades  came  up  during  the  night.  The  Twenty-second  North 
Carolina,  which  had  followed  to  support  General  Field,  when  getting 
to  the  creek  near  him,  came  suddenly  upon  a regiment  of  the  enemy, 
just  across  the  run,  and  after  some  little  parley  opened  fire,  driving 
the  enemy  quickly  away,  but  found  it  impossible  to  cross.  The  loss  of 
this  regiment  here  was  also  very  heavy ; among  others  its  brave  colonel 
(Conner)  received  a severe  wound  in  the  leg. 

I should  state,  while  relating  the  incidents  of  this  day’s  fight,  that 
Colonel  Hoke  (Thirty -eighth  North  Carolina)  was  also  wounded  and  had 
to  leave  the  field.  The  adjutant  of  the  Thirty-eighth  was  wounded  also, 
but  nobly  maintained  his  position  until  after  dark. 

At  daylight  on  Friday  morning  I had  changed  my  position  in  obe- 
dience to  your  orders,  bringing  my  brigade  directly  in  front  of  the  mill 
on  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  About  this  time  the  enemy  seemed  to  make  a 
faint  attack  upon  the  troops  on  my  right,  when  those  brigades  moved 
forward,  and  I moved  mine  forward  also  until  they  had  gained  the 
creek,  getting  in  the  bed  of  it.  Here  our  line  was  halted  until  a gen- 
eral concert  of  action  could  be  had,  by  which  their  attention  might  be 
diverted  to  the  extreme  right  from  those  in  the  immediate  front.  At 
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this  time  I brought  up  a section  from  each  of  three  batteries  I found  in 
the  plain  in  the  rear ; one  of  these  was  from  the  Donaldson ville  Artil- 
lery, under  Lieut.  V.  Maurin,  who  shelled  them  with  spirit  and  effect, 
his  men  being  exposed  to  a galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters, 
not  200  yards  off  in  the  rifle  pits.  The  section  of  Andrews’  Maryland 
Battery  was  under  Lieut.  William  F.  Dement,  who  also  did  fine  service. 
Captain  Andrews,  as  usual,  was  iiresent,  chafing  for  a fight.  I do  not 
knov/  to  whose  battery  the  other  section  belonged. 

We  moved  forward  soon  after,  crossing  the  run  and  mill-race  with 
great  difficulty.  The  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Col.  Eichard  H. 
Eiddick,  was  the  first  to  gain  the  enemy’s  works,  but  they  had  a few 
moments  before  left  under  cover  of  their  rifle  pits.  I should  here  men- 
tion that  a part  of  Andrews’  battery  was  engaged  the  evening  before 
assisting  Pegram’s  battery.  After  crossing  the  creek  we  marched  down 
the  Chickahominy,  not  meeting  the  enemy  until  we  reached  Gaines’ 
Mill,  who  opposed  the  right  brigades  of  the  division.  I here  brought 
up  two  sections  of  Andrews’  battery,  under  Lieutenants  Dement  and 
Dabney,  who  shelled  the  enemy  with  considerable  effect.  We  again 
moved  forward,  crossing  at  Gaines’  Mill.  Soon  I was  ordered  hy  you 
to  pass  to  the  right  and  throw  out  skirmishers,  and,  if  possible,  sur- 
round the  enemy,  who  were  lower  down  the  stream.  We  drove  them 
off’,  luit  they  retired  uj)on  their  main  body.  'Here  again  a portion  of 
Andrews’  battery  was  brought  into  play,  with  the  desire  to  draw  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  to  show  us  its  locality,  but  failed  to  do 
so.  Through  the  misconception  of  an  order  by  Colonel  Eiddick  his 
regiment  had  not  come  up,  and  1 found  myself  weak  and  asked  for  sup- 
])ort.  General  Archer  was  sent  forward,  and  1 ordered  to  support  Gen- 
eral Branch  farther  up  the  road. 

I found  Colonel  Eiddick  at  the  forks  of  the  road  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  my  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  into  action.  I formed  into  line  of 
battle  and  moved  into  the  wood  to  the  right  of  the  right-hand  road, 
finding  only  the  enemy  and  a fragment  of  one  of  our  regiments.  We 
were  soon  hotly  engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  slowly  before  us  for 
about  250  yards.  My  brigade  had  started  in  weak,  and  suffered  heavily 
here,  and  seeing  fresh  regiments  of  the  enemy  coming  up  constantly,  I 
sent  my  aide.  Lieutenant  Young,  to  ask  for  support.  Two  of  my  regi- 
ments, Sixteenth  and  Twenty-second  North  Carolina,  had  gained  the 
crest  of  open  ground,  getting  into  the  enemy’s  camp,  but,  finding  them- 
selves flanked,  fell  back,  which  caused  those  on  the  left,  who  were  not 
so  far  advanced,  to  fall  back  also.  About  this  time  Col.  C.  C.  Lee, 
Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina,  who  had  been  sent  to  our  support,  came 
up.  My  men  were  rallied  and  pushed  forward  again,  but  did  not  ad- 
vance far  before  they  fell  back,  and  I think  I do  but  justice  to  my  men 
to  say  that  they  did  not  commence  it.  The  enemy  were  continually 
bringing  up  fresh  troops,  and  succeeded  in  driving  us  from  the  wood. 

My  men  here  fought  nobly,  and  maintained  their  ground  with  great 
stubbornness.  The  left  were  subject  to  enfilade  fire  from  musket  and 
cannon. 

It  was  now  nearly  night,  and  here  ended  the  part  taken  by  my  bri- 
gade, except  so  far  as  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aide,  was  concerned,  for 
he,  not  being  satisfied  with  fighting  as  long  as  his  general,  went  back, 
and  remained  principally  with  General  Ewell  until  the  battle  was  closed. 
I would  here  state  that  Lieutenant  Young  acted  both  on  this  day  and 
the  day  previous  with  the  most  heroic  bravery  and  coolness.  Words 
fail  me  in  expressing  my  admiration  of  his  conduct  through  the  whole 
of  the  Chickahominy  battles.  I liere  lost  Colonel  Green,  my  volun- 
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teer  aide,  which  was  irreparable.  He  was  an  accomplished  officer,  and 
won  the  highest  praise  for  his  noble  conduct.  He  was  a noble  man 
lost  on  that  glorious  day.  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  my  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general,  was  also  of  great  service  and  deserves  the  liighest 
praise. 

Before  going  further  I must  particularize  a little.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  S. 
McElroy,  commanding  Sixteenth  ; Lieut.  Col.  K.  H.  Gray  and  Maj.  C. 
C.  Cole,  Twenty-second,  acted  with  great  courage  and  jiulgment,  lead- 
ing their  regiments  forward  promptly  and  with  determination,  not  halt- 
ing for  a moment  until  they  found  the  enemy  in  their  rear.  Colonel 
Riddick  was  here  wounded,  leaving  his  regiment  without  a held  officer. 

Up  to  this  time  I had  lost  my  volunteer  aide,  killed ; my  tliree  colonels, 
wounded;  also  three  adjutants,  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Young, 
slightly  wounded  on  the  side  of  the  head. 

The  Thirty -fourth.  Colonel  Riddick,  lost  in  this  short  hght  between 
20  and  30  in  killed. 

Sunday  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  marching  down  the  south  side 
of  the  river. 

Meeting  the  enemy  again  on  Monday  evening,  my  brigade,  after  be- 
ing in  direct  range  of  the  enemj^’s  shell  for  some  time,  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  went  in  rear  of  Kershaw’s  brigade — at  least  his  men  were 
coming  out  from  my  front  as  we  went  in.  Reaching  the  farther  side 
of  the  field,  on  the  right,  at  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge  and  Dar- 
by town  roads,  we  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy  once  more.  Here, 
just  as  my  brigade  was  getting  under  fire,  a regiment  of  the  enemy 
bore  down  at  double-quick  in  our  front,  passing  from  right  to  left,  ap- 
I)arently  not  seeing  us.  When  in  our  front,  about  75  yards  ofl‘,  our  men 
fired  a volley  into  them  and  scattered  them  in  every  direction.  In  our 
front  was  a fine  battery  of  rifle  pieces  that  had  been  abandoned,  but 
they  were  apparently  trying  to  regain  it,  as  we  had  quite  a skirmish 
•near  it.  They  continued  to  make  efforts  here  to  flank  us.  They  had 
quite  a force  ui)on  my  right,  which  was  several  times  pushed  forward. 

General  Field,  I have  since  learned,  was  a long  way  in  front,  but  the 
enemy  were  in  considerable  force  between  us,  if  I am  to  judge  from 
the  stand  they  made.  At  this  position  I left  a few  men  to  hold  the 
flank  and  pushed  forward  the  rest  well  into  the  woods,  and  but  for  the 
untimely  failure  of  ammunition  would  have  captured  many  prisoners. 
They  were  in  considerable  disorder,  but  were  still  too  strong  to  be 
attacked  with  what  few  men  I had,  most  of  whom  were  without  ammu- 
nition. We  here  soon  forced  a battery,  which  had  opened  upon  our 
right,  to  limber  ui>  and  leave.  They  evidently,  from  what  I saw  and 
from  what  I heard  from  prisoners,  had  a strong  force  within  a few  hun- 
dred yards  of  these  batteries. 

Dark  coming  on,  I withdrew  my  men  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  hold- 
ing our  ground  and  the  batteries  taken.  I had  but  a handful  of  men, 
but  succeeded  in  getting  two  other  regiments  I found  near  (of  General 
Field’s  brigade,  which  he  had  withdrawn),  posting  them  so  as  to  hold 
tlie  front,  while  I held  the  right  flank.  I subsequently  led  forward  one 
of  these  regiments,  and  ordered  it  to  move  in  such  a direction  as  to 
flank  a force  which  seemed  to  be  hotlj^  engaging  a part  of  our  troops 
on  the  left  of  the  road. 

Alter  making  these  arrangements  I found  that  General  Archer  was 
! ' on  the  right  flank  and  on  my  right.  This  ended  the  fighting  of  my 

[ brigade  in  the  late  operations  before  Richmond,  for,  although  ordered 
into  action  next  evening,  we  did  not  get  in,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  the  thickness  of  the  wood,  and  my  ignorance  of  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  our  forces. 
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My  aide,  I/leiltenant  Young,  had  two  horses  shot  under  him  in  this 
engagement,  and  then  took  the  colors  of  one  of  the  regiments,  leading 
it  promptly  and  well  to  the  front.  Lieutenant-Colonels  McElroy  and 
Gray — the  latter  assisted  by  Major  Cole— displayed  their  usual  bold- 
ness in  leading  their  regiments  to  the  front. 

The  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina  here,  as  on  Thursday,  behaved  well. 

I would  mention  that  the  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  on  Friday  be- 
haved with  great  credit  under  a heavy  and  murderous  cross-fire,"  and 
here  let  me  mention  that  Lieutenant  Shotwell,  Thirty-fourth  North 
Carolina,  cannot  be  spoken  off  too  highly  for  his  gallant  conduct;  for 
he  was  not  satisfied  to  take  the  colors,  [but]  seized  the  color-bearer 
and  rushed  him  to  the  front,  thus  encouraging  the  regiment  to  move 
forward  at  a very  critical  moment.  There  are  numerous  instances  of 
uoble  conduct  by  members  of  my  command,  but  space  would  fail  to 
mention  all,  and  I will  leave  the  result  of  their  efforts  to  show  how 
most  of  them  did. 

I am  forced  to  say  that  we  had  too  many  cases  of  shameful  and  dis- 
graceful desertions  of  their  colors. 

Here  1 would  mention  the  loss  on  Thursday  of  a most  competent  and 
gallant  officer,  Maj.  W.  N.  Bronaugh,  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Battalion. 
With  his  death  ceased  the  battalion,  as  far  as  was  concerned  its  useful- 
ness on  the  field. 

My  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  800.  The  brigade 
left  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  with  between  2,300  and  2,400,  in- 
cluding Andrews’  battery,  thus  showing  a loss  of  one-third  of  my  entire 
command. 

Andrews’  battery  behaved  on  all  occasions  with  conspicuous  cool- 
ness and  bravery.  Their  loss  was,  however,  slight. 

The  service  has  lost  for  a time,  if  not  permanently,  an  invaluable  and 
accomplished  officer  in  Col.  James  Conner,  Twenty-second  North  Caro- 
lina. Colonels  Hoke  and  Riddick — the  former  wounded  on  Thursday,' 
the  latter  on  Friday — were  great  losses  to  me. 

In  conclusion,  I would  mention  Mr.  Goldman,  an  independent,  with 
the  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  who  acted  with  the  most  conspicuous 
bravery  and  courage,  also  great  capacity.  He  should  be  rewarded. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PENDER, 

Brigadier- General  Sixth  Brigade^  Light  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding  Light  Division. 


No.  349. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  G.  Crenshaiv^  Virginia  Battery.,  of  operations 
June  2b- July  1,  including  the  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill. 

Headquarters  Crenshaw  Battery, 

Near  Richmond.,  Fu.,  July  14,  1862. 
General:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  10th  instant  I beg  leave 
respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Soon  after  receiving  your  orders,  while  in  camii  at  Dr.  Friend’s 
house,  Wednesday,  June  25,  to  cook  two  days’  rations  and  prepare  to 
march  that  evening,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  from  the  earth- 
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works  lie  had  just  thrown  up  near  Hogan’s  house^  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chickahominy.  This  fire  was  kept  up  very  constantly  during  the 
day,  and  resulted  only  in  the  killing  of  2 of  my  horses. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders,  the  fire  was  not  returned  by  me. 
Soon  after  we  started  on  the  march;  bivouacked  near  the  brook 
about  3 o’clock  at  night;  rested  nearly  all  of  Thursday  in  the  road,  and 
in  the  afternoon  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  the  Meadow  Bridge  in 
the  rear  of  your  brigade* 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  I halted  the  battery  under  shelter 
of  the  hill  about  half  a mile  this  side  of  Mechanicsville,  where  we  re- 
mained until  next  morning,  receiving  the  shell  of  the  enemy,  but  with- 
out taking  any  part  in  the  fight.  This  shelling  resulted  in  no  loss 
to  us. 

On  Friday  morning,  June  27,  we  started  down  the  Chickahominy  in 
rear  of  your  brigade,  and  my  battery  was  the  first  to  cross  the  bridge 
at  Gaines’  Mill,  which  was  effected  about  1 p.  m. 

Soon  after  crossing,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  we  went  into 
battery  near  New  Cold  Harbor  house  and  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy’s  infantry,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  hill 
above  us.  They  were  soon  scattered  and  driven  out  of  our  sight,  and 
we  were  opened  upon  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  same  hill, 
who  fired  very  rapidly,  and  against  whom  we  then  directed  our  fire. 
Unfortunately  for  us  our  position  was  such  that  we  could  not  maneuver 
our  battery  10  yards  to  the  right  or  left,  the  opening  in  the  woods 
through  which  we  had  to  fire  being  very  narrow.  We  continued  under 
the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  for  nearly  two  hours,  ceasing 
our  own  fire  more  than  once  when  the  charge  on  the  enemy’s  batteries 
was  ordered  to  be  made  by  our  infantry. 

During  this  engagement  I received  your  message  to  maneuver  the 
battery  or  remove  it  from  under  fire  at  my  discretion.  Finding  that  no 
infantry  of  the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  that  we  had  been  so  long 
under  fire  of  their  several  batteries  that  they  had  been  able  to  get  our 
range  very  accurately  and  that  we  were  being  damaged  by  them,  having- 
lost  in  killed  and  seriously  wounded  6 men  and  11  horses,  I,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  discretion  you  gave  me,  withdrew  my  battery  some  200 
yards  from  the  field.  After  resting  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  finding  the  enemy’s  infantry  had  formed  on  the  hill  above  us 
again,  we  returned  with  the  battery  to  its  original  position,  soon  scat- 
tered them,  and  then  continued  firing  upon  their  batteries.  While 
firing  upon  the  infantry  on  the  hill  to  our  left  it  was  suggested  that 
they  might  be  friends,  and  we  ceased  firing  upon  tliem  a few  moments 
until,  with  your  assistance,  we  could  examine  them  minutely  with  our 
glasses.  You  being  satisfied  that  they  were  not  friends,  we,  by  your 
order,  opened  upon  them  again,  when  they  soon  disappeared  from  our 
view.  We  continued  in  this  second  engagement  about  an  hour,  when, 
two  of  our  brass  pieces  becoming  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the  axles 
and  the  other  two  brass  pieces  too  hot  to  fire  with  safety,  you  ordered 
us  to  retire  to  make  room  for  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  been  ordered 
up  to  relieve  us. 

We  had  lost  in  it  4 men  killed  and  seriously  wounded  and  11  horses, 
but  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  two  disabled  pieces  by  hand  and  the 
others  by  dismounting  our  chiefs  and  hitching  three  horses  to  most  of 
the  pieces. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  the  battery  was  then  taken  to  the  rear, 
and  Lieut.  C.  L.  Hobson  started  at  12  o’clock  that  night  to  Bichmond 
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with  the  disabled  carriages  for  repairs  and  a wagon  for  ammunition  and 
men  to  bring  out  more  horses. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday,  June  28,  what  ammunition  we  had 
left,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  solid  shot,  canister,  and  long-range 
rifle  shell,  was  placed  in  the  chests  of  three  pieces  which  we  carried 
upon  the  battle-field  of  the  previous  day.  Soon  after  we  arrived  there 
we  received  orders  from  Major-General  Hill  to  return  with  my  battery 
to  Eichmond,  there  to  refit  and  remain  for  orders.  Upon  my  informing 
you  of  these  orders,  you  authorized  me  to  rejoin  you  as  soon  as  I had 
fitted  up,  and  that  you  would  take  the  responsibility  of  my  doing  so 
without  orders. 

I accordingly  returned  to  Eichmond  Saturday  afternoon  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  Thursday  morning  following,  having  succeeded 
in  getting  a temporary  detail  to  my  company  of  30  men.  With  these 
I proceeded  down  the  road  and  overtook  your  brigade  just  below  the 
battle-field  of  the  Tuesday  previous ; remained  with  you  until  the  re- 
turn of  the  division  to  its  present  position  near  the  city  without  being 
in  any  other  engagement.  We  fired  between  700  and  800  shots,  with 
what  loss  to  the  enemy  I do  not  know. 

I thus  sum  up  my  loss : Nine  men  killed  and  seriously  wounded,  per  list 
annexed,  besides  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  24  horses  killed 
and  seriously  wounded,  including  the  2 killed  on  June  25. 

I went  into  the  engagement  with  94  men  and  4 officers.  None  of  my 
men  left  their  guns  while  they  were  in  battery.  Only  two  who  were  in 
the  first  engagement  failed  to  be  present  in  the  second,  and  both  of 
those  sent  me  certificates  of  physicians  that  each  had  a foot  so  badly 
mashed  as  to  unfit  them  for  duty.  Therefore,  when  all  behaved  so  well 
I cannot  draw  any  distinction,  and  shall  always  be  contented  if  in  the 
future  all  do  their  duty  as  well  as  they  did  on  June  27,  which  was  the 
first  regular  engagement  the  men  were  ever  in. 


List  of  hilled  and  wounded* 


Killed. 

Wounded.  | 

1 

j Total.  j 

Non-commissioned  officers 

1 

3 

2 

Privates 

2 

5 

7 

Total 

3 

C 

9 

t 

Eespectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  OEENSHAW, 
Captain^  Commanding  Crenshaic  Battery. 

P.  S. — We  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  all  of  our  wounded  into  the 
city  during  the  evening  and  night. 


Nominal  list  omitted. 
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Report  of  Capt.  L.  Masters^  commanding  battery,  of  operations  June  20- 
July  1,  including  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville. 


July  12, 1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follov  in|?  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  battery  of  rifled  guns  under  my  command  from  the 
26th  [ultimo]  to  the  1st. [instant] : 

Shortly  before  the  action  at  Mechanicsville  began  the  enemy  with- 
drew from  their  works  in  front  of  me.  In  the  progress  of  the  action 
I saw  that  while  the  guns  were  useless  if  kept  in  the  works  built  for 
them,  if  removed  a few  hundred  yards  to  the  right  they  could  be 
used  with  efiect  against  the  heavy  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Beaver 
Dam  Greek.  I procured  horses  from  Major  Richardson  and  moved  the 
gun,  but  when  near  the  position  I had  selected  General  Longstreet 
ordered  me  to  carry  it  about  1^  miles  farther  to  the  right,  and  be  ready 
to  open  the  next  morning  on  an  important  position  of  the  enemy  which 
he  intended  to  attack.  This  gun  was  placed  in  the  position  directed 
by  him,  and  I open[ed]  a rapid  fire  of  30-pounder  shells  (and,  as  I 
hear  from  an  officer  who  was  taken  prisoner,  with  effect),  which  was 
coiitinued  until  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  cease,  to  enable  the  troops 
to  charge  over  the  ground  I had  been  shelling. 

I had  no  further  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  battles  before 
Richmond,  although  by  the  orders  of  General  Pendleton  I was  with  one 
of  the  guns  near  GarnetPs  farm  and  both  of  them  near  the  battle- 
ground of  the  1st. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  laboring  patiently  and  cheerfully 
to  get  the  guns  into  the  several  positions  to  which  I was  ordered,  espe- 
cially Captains  Milledge  and  Ancell,  who  accompanied  me  with  detach- 
ments of  men  and  horses  from  their  companies. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 


L.  MASTERS, 

Captain,  Provisional  Army,  C.  8.,  Commanding  Battery. 
Captain  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Light  Division. 


No.  351. 

Report  of  Actg.  Adjt.  Thomas  Smith,  Ttventy- second  Virginia  Battalion,  of 
the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'’  Mill,  and  Frazier’s  Farm  [Nelson’s 
Farm,  or  Glendale). 

Hdqrs.  [Twenty-second?]  Virginia  Battalion, 

July  13,  1862. 

Sir:  Subjoined  you  will  find  a report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Battalion  in  the  late  eogagements  before  Richmond: 

This  battalion,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Johnson,  left  camp 
on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road  on  the  evening  of  June  26,  and  after  cross- 
ing the  Chickahominy  marched  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville, 
where,  a portion  of  the  brigade  being  engaged,  the  battalion,  though 
not  brought  into  action,  was  held  under  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries 
for  several  hours,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  tlie  men  had 
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Qever  before  been  nnder^fire,  they  acted  coolly.  Our  loss  on  this  day, 
June  26,  consisted  of  2 killed  and  11  wounded. 

On  Friday,  June  27,  we  marched  from  Mechanicsville  to  Cold  Har- 
bor, where  the  enemy  again  made  a stand.  Here  we  were  engaged 
for  several  hours,  opposed  to,  perhaps,  the  strongest  position  of  the 
enemy’s  lines.  Here  we  lost  8 killed  and  20  wounded. 

From  this  time  we  remained  on  the  battle-field  until  Sunday,  the 
29th,  when  we  recrossed  the  Ohickahominy  at  New  Bridge  and  fol- 
lowed the  enem}’  until  he  made  a third  stand,  on  the  evening  of 
June  30. 

Here  the  battalion  was  again  engaged,  and  lost  in  killed  2 and 
wounded  24;  among  the  killed  one  of  our  best  officers,  Lieut.  E.  A. 
Jackson,  commander  of  Company  D. 

Tuesday,  July  1,  we  were  held  in  reserve,  and  though  led  to  the 
field,  our  services  were  not  necessary,  and  we  were  not  engaged. 

After  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  we  marched  with  the  army  as  far  as 
Crenshaw’s  farm,  on  New  Market  road,  and  after  remaining  there  sev- 
eral days  resumed  the  march  on  the  8th  instant,  and  arrived  at  our 
present  encampment,  Farrar’s  farm,  on  Wednesday,  the  9th. 

The  battalion  probably  acted  as  well  as  might  have  been  expected, 
being  without  a battle-flag  during  all  the  engagement. 

Total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  67;  1 missing,  supposed  to  be 
killed  or  ca])tured. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  SMITH, 

Acting  Adjutant. 

Capt.  G.  F.  Harrison. 


No.  352. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  TheopMlus  H.  Holmes.,  G.  8.  Army,  commayuling 
Hepartment  of  North  Carolina,  of  operations  Jurie  30-Jmy  2,  including 
the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  ( Turkey  Bridge). 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July  15,  1862. 
Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  that  part  of  my  command  which  participated  in  the  cam- 
paign of  the  last  days  of  June  and  first  days  of  July,  before  Richmond: 

In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  June  29,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  I moved  three  regiments  of  Col,  »Tunius  Daniel’s  bri- 
gade, 1,570  strong,  with  two  light  batteries,  across  James  River  by  the 
pontoon  bridge.  Three  companies  of  cavalry,  numbering  130  men, 
under  Maj.  E.  Burroughs,  accompanied  this  force. 

The  same  evening  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker  joined  me  with  his  bri- 
gade of  3,600  effective  men  and  two  batteries,  which  had  crossed  the 
river  on  Thursday,  June  26,  and  was  now  again  placed  under  my  com- 
mand. 

The  division  bivouacked  that  night  upon  Cornelius’  Creek,  and 
moved  on  Monday  morning,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  command- 
ing general,  upon  New  Market.  Reaching  that  place  at  10  a.  m.,  I 
immediately  placed  my  troops  in  a position  of  great  natural  strength, 
covering  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge  and  River  roads,  which  was 
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shortly  afterward  iaspected  and  approved  by  His  ExcelJency  the  Presi- 
dent. 

At  this  juncture  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  reached  ^N’ew  Market, 
coming  voluntarily  to  my  support  from  Chaffin’s  Bluff  with  two  regi- 
meuts,  of  752  bayonets  and  two  batteries. 

The  effective  force  under  my  orders  thus  amounted  to  6,000  infantry 
and  six  batteries  of  artillery.  In  my  front,  between  the  river  and  Darby- 
town  roads,  were  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Baker,  First 
north  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Matters  were  in  this  position  when  about  4 o’clock  Major  Meade,  of 
the  Engineers,  rode  up  and  reported  the  enemy  as  retreating  in  con- 
siderable confusion  along  the  road  leading  over  Malvern  Hill.  He 
suggested  that  a battery  of  rifled  guns,  placed  under  cover  of  a dense 
forest  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  river  road  at  a point  whence  his  re- 
connaissance had  been  made,  distant  some  800  yards  from  the  enemy’s 
column,  would  greatly  embarrass  his  retreat.  In  this  view  Major  Ste- 
vens, chief  engineer,  fully  concurred.  I accordingly  at  once  directed 
my  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  Deshler,  to  proceed  to  thei^oint  indicated, 
some  2 miles  down  the  river  road,  with  three  sections,  of  two  rifled 
guns  each,  selected  from  the  different  batteries,  and  dispatched  the 
Thirtieth  Virginia  Begiment,  Colonel  Harrison  commanding,  of  Walker’s 
brigade,  as  a supporting  force. 

Soon  afterward,  feeling  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  this  detachment, 
I put  the  remainder  of  the  division  in  motion  for  the  same  point  and 
proceeded  to  reconnoiter  the  ground  in  person.  Upon  reaching  it  I 
found  the  general  commanding  the  army  just  returning  from  an  obser- 
vation of  the  enemy’s  position.  He  approved  of  what  had  been  done, 
and  directed  that,  after  the  remainder  of  the  division  had  been  disposed 
to  support  the  batteries,  fire  should  be  opened  upon  the  enemy’s 
column. 

By  the  time  the  infantry  was  in  position  the  enemy  had  taken  the 
alarm,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  road  between  West’s 
house  and  Malvern  Hill,  on  very  commanding  ground.  Before  the 
fire  of  my  artillery  commenced,  the  enemy’s  gunboats  began  to  shell 
vigorously  the  river  road,  clearly  defined  by  clouds  of  dust,  and  the 
woods  occupied  by  my  troops.  Colonel  Deshler  now  opened  his  fire 
upon  my  order,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
within  range  immediately  disappeared  in  the  neighboring  woods.  A 
very  heavy  fire  of  field  artillery  was,  however,  at  once  brought  to  bear 
upon  us  from  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns,  so  placed  as,  with  the 
aid  of  the  gunboats,  to  annoy  us  severely  in  front  and  on  both  flanks  at 
the  same  time. 

Finding  himself  overmatched  in  metal  and  the  ground  not  admitting 
of  more  guns  being  put  in  battery  on  our  side.  Colonel  Deshler  ceased 
his  fire  in  about  an  hour,  after  losing  a considerable  number  of  men  and 
horses  and  having  two  caissons  exploded. 

The  enemy  kept  up  a furious  cannonade  until  after  dark.  Under  this 
my  troops,  which  were  mostly  newly  levied,  behaved  well,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Maj.  E.  Burroughs’  battalion  of  cavalry  and  Graham’s  bat- 
tery, with  a part  of  Branch’s,  whose  conduct  was  shameful  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

The  officers  of  my  staff' — Col.  James  Deshler,  chief  of  artillery  j Maj. 
Archer  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant- gen  era! ; Capt.  T.  S.  Barton,  act- 
ing chief  commissary,  and  Cadet  T.  H.  Holmes,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army — per- 
formed their  duty  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  intelligence  and  behaved 
as  brave  men  should  do. 
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In  this  engagement  the  casualties  were,  as  appears  by  the  reports  of 
the  brigade  commanders,  herewith  transmitted,  as  follows : 


Command.  ^ 

Killed. 

Wound  ed. 

Daniel’s  brigade 

2 

22 

Walker’s  brigade 

12 

Artillery 

15 

The  strength  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  their  imposing  numbers 
were  such  that  to  attempt  an  attack  upon  them  with  my  small  force 
unsupported  would  have  been  perfect  madness ; for  to  have  done  this 
would  have  required  a march  of  over  three-quarters  of  a mile  up  a steep 
hill  destitute  of  cover.  I accordingly  withdrew  about  9 p.  m.  to  a posi- 
tion somewhat  in  advance  of  that  occupied  in  the  morning. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I moved  my  division  to  a point  on  the  river  road 
half  a mile  below  the  upper  gate  at  Curl’s  Neck,  and  there  remained 
during  the  night  in  line  of  battle ; but,  as  before,  I deemed  it  out  of  the 
question  to  attack  the  strong  position  of  Malvern  Hill  from  that  side 
with  my  inadequate  force. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  command- 
ing general,  I took  up  my  line  of  march  for  Hrewry’s  Bluff,  leaving  Gen- 
eral Wise  at  Chaffin’s 

Since  then  nothing  of  striking  interest  has  occurred  in  my  command. 
I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-General^  Commanding  Department  North  Carolina. 

Lieut..  Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

A.  A.  G.j  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


■ No.  353. 

Letter  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  Branch,  commenting  on  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Holmes  in  regard  to  Branches  Battery. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  Norember  12,  1864. 
General  : A few  days  since  I saw  for  the  first  time  your  official 
report,  dated  Petersburg,  July  15,  1862,  of  your  operations  around 
Eichmond.  In  it  I respectfully  submit  that  great  injustice  is  done  me. 
Eeporting  your  operations  on  June  30  on  the  river  road  in  front  of 
Malvern  Hill,  you  state  that  your  “troops  behaved  well,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Major  Burroughs’  battalion  of  cavalry  and  Graham’s  battery, 
with  a part  of  Branch’s,  whose  conduct  was  shameful  in  the  extreme.” 
The  inference  is  legitimate  that  I was  present,  and  if  any  misbehavior 
occurred  with  any  portion  of  my  battery  that  I was  responsible  for  the 
same.  In  another  portion  of  your  report  you  state  that  the  enemy  being 
reported  to  you  retreating  in  confusion  over  Malvern  Hill,  you  ordered 
Colonel  Deshler,  your  chief  of  artillery,  to  proceed  from  New  Alarket, 
where  your  command  was  then  stationed,  2 miles  down  tlie  river  road 
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to' Malvern  Hill  with  three  sections,  of  two  rilled  guns  each,  selected 
from  the  difl'erent  batteries,  to  embarrass  the  enemy’s  retreat..  Under 
this  order  one  of  my  sections  of  two  rihed  guns,  under  Lieutenant 
Martin,  went  to  the  front,  and  by  command  of  Colonel  Deshler  I accom- 
panied it,  leaving  four  guns  at  Kew  Market,  it  not  being  then  expected 
that  any  more  artillery  would  be  ordered  to  the  front.  As  the  rej^ort 
was  current  that  the  enemy  were  fleeing  in  great  panic,  in  company 
with  Colonel  Deshler  we  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  Malvern  Hill,  and 
with  great  difficulty  placed  five  guns  in  position.  Before  this,  however, 
was  accomplished  the  enemy  opened  a very  heavy  fire  upon  us  from  his 
gunboats  and  some  twenty-five  pieces  from  Malvern  Hill  at  a distance 
of  000  to  700  yards.  Under  these  great  disadvantages  our  five  pieces 
responded  vigorously  to  the  enemy  for  an  hour,  when  Colonel  Deshler,. 
seeing  the  utter  hopelessness  of  the  contest,  and  by  your  order,  as  I un- 
derstood, withdrew  them. 

Of  what  occurred  in  our  rear,  either  with  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artil- 
lery, including  my  four  pieces,  I heard  nothing  until  after  our  engage- 
ment, which  was  then  nearly  dark ; in  fact,  I supposed  these  four  guns 
were  still  parked  at  New  Market,  where  I left  them  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Pegram,  a gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  and  one  who 
has  rendered  meritorious  service  during  the  war. 

Colonel  Deshler  has  since  fallen,  a brave  martyr  to  the  cause,  having 
been  killed  at  the  head  of  his  command — where  in  action  he  ever  was — 
at  Missionary  Ridge ; but  I am  fortunate  in  having  found  his  official 
report  of  this  engagement,  dated  Swift  Creek,  July  15,  1862.  I beg  to 
refer  you  to  the  same.  In  it  occurs  the  following  extract : 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I call  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  few  officers  and  men  who  were  under  my  immediate  command  at  the 
ride  battery.  Captain  Branch,  First  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  French’s  battery,  and 
First  Lieutenant  Coleman,  of  Brem’s  battery,  served  their  pieces  themselves,  and  did 
everything  that  men  could  do  to  encourage  their  men  and  make  their  dre  effective 
under  a very  hot  fire  from  a much  larger  number  of  the  enemy’s  guns. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I respectfully  ask  that  you  will  make  such 
additions  to  your  official  reiiort  as  simple  justice  to  me  demands.  You 
will  greatly  oblige  me  by  a copy  of  the  same,  addressed  to  Richmond. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  BRANCH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Raleigh^  N.  C. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  North  Carolina  Reserve, 

Raleigh.  N.  C.,  November  18,  1864. 

Captain  Branch  was  in  nothing  responsible  for  the  misconduct  of  a 
part  of  his  battery  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  I take  great  pleasure  in  correct- 
ing the  omission  in  my  official  report.  His  conduct,  as  also  that  of 
the  section  of  his  battery  with  which  he  served,  was  excellent  and 
worthy  of  all  praise,  and  I beg  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  lamented 
Deshl(‘r  as  a part  of  my  own. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  War  Department. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
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Report  of  Col.  James  Desliler.,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  engagement  at 
Malvern  Cliff  {Turkey  Bridge). 

Oamp  near  Swift  Creek,  Va., 

July  15,  1862. 

General  : In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  yesterday  to  General 
Holmes  I inclose  herewith  a report  of  the  number  of  batteries  serving 
with  this  division  : 

You  will  notice  in  the  column  of  remarks  opposite  to  Graham’s  bat- 
tery that  that  battery  lost  two  guns — one  rifled  Parrott  and  one  6- 
pounder — near  Malvern  Cliff,  on  June  30,  though  the  battery  was  not 
directly  in  action. 

While  the  division  was  in  position  near  N^ew  Market,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  30th  ultimo,  I received  directions  from  General  Holmes  to 
take  six  rifle  guns  and  to  go  to  a position  down  the  road  toward  Malvern 
Cliff,  to  be  shown  to  me  by  Captain  Meade,  Engineer  Corps,  and  there 
to  open  upon  the  enemy.  I accordingly  proceeded  with  six  rifle  guns, 
taken  by  sections  from  Brem’s,  Branch’s,  and  French’s  batteries,  with 
the  Thirtieth  Virginia  as  a support,  down  the  road  toward  the  enemy’s 
position  on  Malvern  Cliff*.  Captain  Meade  accompanied  me,  and  desig- 
nated two  points  as  practicable  for  establishing  a battery.  Upon  con- 
sultation with  him,  and  also  Major  Stevens,  Engineers,  I selected  a 
position,  and  after  great  difficulty  succeeded  in  getting  five  guns  in 
battery.  This  difficulty  was  caused  by  a heavy  growth  of  forest  tim- 
ber and  much  underbrush.  In  order  to  get  the  guns  in  position  it  was 
necessary  to  leave  the  road  and  go  for  some  distance  through  a thick 
wood. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  I was  thus  occupied.  General  Holmes  had 
brought  h's  division  down  the  road  to  support  this  advanced  battery. 
Being  in  front  myself  I saw  nothing  of  the  batteries  until  10  p.  m.  of 
that  night,  so  that  the  facts  J now  give  you  relative  to  the  loss  of  these 
guns  are  from  the  evidence*  of  others  and  not  from  my  owm  personal 
observation. 

As  soon  as  I had  the  rifle  gun  battery  in  position,  and  received  word 
from  General  Holmes  that  the  infantry  were  in  position  to  support  me, 
I opened  tire.  The  enemy  immediately  responded  with  a very  large 
battery,  or  rather  a number  of  batteries,  situated  upon  a commanding 
cliff  or  hill.  Their  guns  occupied  such  an  extent  of  ground  that  it  gave 
them  almost  a cross-fire  upon  me.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  accurately 
the  number  of  pieces  that  they  had  in  battery.  I tried  to  count  them, 
but  could  not  do  so,  as  they  made  such  a smoke  that  I could  not  see 
their  lines  clearly.  I judged  that  they  had  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
pieces  playing  upon  my  battery.  Being  so  much  superior  to  me  in 
metal,  after  about  an  hour’s  firing  they  had  pretty  well  disabled  my 
battery,  so  many  men  being  wounded  tliat  the  guns  could  not  be  prop- 
erly served,  and  it  being  necessary  to  disable  the  caissons  in  order  to 
sui)ply  the  pieces  with  horses,  one  or  two  limbers  and  caissons  [were] 
blown  uj),  &c.  Under  these  circumstances  I ceased  firing  and  withdrew 
my  pieces.  IS^one  of  the  guns  or  caissons  which  were  in  action  w^ere 
lost,  but,  as  I afterward  learned,  unfortunately,  the  reserve  batteries 
w^ere  so  situated  that  the  enemy’s  shell  and  shot,  which  passed  over  my 
battery,  fell  among  them.  In  addition,  they  were  exposed  to  a heavy 
cross-fire  from  gunboats  in  James  Eiver. 

At  this  time  there  appears  to  have  been  very  bad  conduct  on  the 
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part  of  some  of  the  artillery.  Graham’s  battery  seems  to  have  com- 
pletely stampeded,  the  pieces  and  caissons  got  entangled  among  the 
trees,  some  of  the  drivers  cut  their  traces  and  ran  off  upon  the  horses, 
and  the  whole  thing  resulting  in  the  loss  of  two  guns  and  three  caissons. 
Of  all  this  I was  totally  ignorant  until  about  9 or  10  o’clock  at  night. 
Captain  Graham  by  that  time  had  succeeded  in  collecting  some  of  his 
horses  and  men.  I went  back  with  him  and  endeavored  to  recover  his 
guns  and  caissons.  One  caisson  was  recovered,  being  near  the  road. 
The  remaining  carriages  it  was  found  impossible  to  find,  owing  to  the 
darkness  and  the  pieces  being  off  the  road  in  a thick  wood. 

Captain  Graham  went  back  in  the  morning,  but  reported  that  the 
enemy’s  pickets  had  possession  of  the  ground.  He  went  again  after 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  their  position  on  Malvern  Hill,  but  found  that 
his  guns  had  been  taken  oft*.  He  thinks  that  they  were  taken  into 
Kichmond  under  the  supposition  that  they  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
enemy.  Upon  this  point  1 cannot  even  give  an  opinion.  This  whole 
matter  will  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  as.General  Holmes  has 
ordered  charges  to  be  preferred  against  the  officers,  upon  whom  at 
present  the  responsibility  appears  to  rest. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I turn  from  the  relation  of  these  mortifying 
circumstances  in  order  to  call  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  few  officers  and  men  who  were  under  my 
immediate  command  at  the  rifle  battery.  Captain  Branch,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Cooper,  of  French’s  battery,  and  First  Lieutenant  Coleman,  of 
Brem’s  battery,  served  their  pieces  themselves  and  did  everything  that 
men  could  do  to  encourage  their  men  and  make  their  fire  eftective 
under  a very  hot  fire  from  a much  larger  number  of  the  enemy’s  guns. 
Lieutenant  Cooper  was  wounded  severely,  but  declined  to  leave  the 
field  until  positively  ordered  to  go  to  the  surgeon.  After  he  was  dis- 
abled Sergts.  Jesse  Newton  and  George  Newton  had  charge  of  his  two 
pieces,  and  acted  very  gallantly.  Other  cases  of  individual  good  con- 
duct 1 witnessed,  but  cannot  give  names,  as  the  men  were  mostly 
strangers  to  me. 

Several  of  the  batteries  are  much  in  need  of  men.  There  is  a good 
deal  of  sickness  among  them,  though  generally  not  of  a serious  nature. 
I have  directed  the  captains  of  batteries  mostly  in  need  of  men  to  write 
to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  conscripts  of  their  respective  States  and 
ask  them  to  forward  the  number  of  conscripts  necessary  to  fill  up  their 
batteries.  General  Holmes  has  recommended  that  Cohoon’s  battalion, 
which  has  about  125  eftective  men,  partly  from  Virginia  and  partly  from 
North  Carolina,  be  disbanded  as  an  infantry  battalion  and  the  men 
assigned  to  the  batteries  of  this  division.  If  his  recommendation  should 
be  complied  with,  this  number  would  just  about  supply  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DESHLEE, 

Colonel j Chief  of  Artillery^  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Brig.  Gen.  William  N.' Pendleton, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  C.  8,  Army,  in  the  Field. 
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Camp  near  Swift  Creek,  Va.,  July  15,  1862. 


Report  of  light  artillery  companies  serving  xcith  Major-General  Holmes^  division,  C.  S.  Army, 

July  15,  1862. 


Name  of  battery. 

From  what  State. 

Total  number  of 
men. 

1 Total  effective. 

1 

Number  of  guns. 

s 

d 

? 

p- 

CO 

12-poundor  how- 
^ itzers. 

Parrott  rifle. 

* French’s  battery . . 

Va.. 

98 

6 

3 

1 

t Branch’s  battery . . 

Va.. 

137 

95 

6 

"2 

2 

.... 

t Brem’s  battery 

N.  C. 

112 

79 

6 

4 

§ Graham’s  battery 

Va.. 

63 

24 

3 

2 

II  Grundy’s  battery 

Va  . 

124 

70 

6 

2 

2 

ir  Lloyd’s  battery. . . 

N.C. 

102 

74 

4 

2 

2 

Total 

538 

440 

31 

8 

13 

1 

EflBciency. 


Excellent 

Good,  but  needs 
drilling. 

— do 

Needs  flrill  and 
discipline. 

Needs  drill 

do 


Where  stationed. 


Near  Petersburg. 
Do. 

Do. 

Du. 

Do. 

Do. 


* Two  rifle  gnus  engaged  in  action  near  Malvern  Cliff  on  .Tune  30  ; First  Lieutenant  Cooper  and  8 
men  wounded  ; 5 horses  kUled ; did  good  service.  Battery  also  engaged  with  a gunboat  and  transport 
on  James  River,  near  Fort  Powhatan,  on  10th  Instant. 

t Two  rifle  guns  engaged  in  action  near  Malvern  Cliff  on  Juno  30.  One  man  wounded,  1 horse  kflled 
and  1 wounded.  Did  good  .service. 

+ OneTifle  gun  engaged  in  action  near  Malvern  (Tiff  on  June  .30;  did  good  service.  Battery  had  7 
mf  n wounded,  4 horses  killed  and  4 wounded;  1 limber-chest  exploded.  Battery  also  engaged  gunboat 
and  transport  on  James  River,  near  Fort  Powhatan,  on  10th  instant. 

§ Lost  two  guns  in  action  near  Malvern  Clifif  on  June  30,  though  not  directly  in  action.  (See  indorse- 
ment.) 

II  Net  in  any  recent  action.  One  gun  not  in  use  ; awaiting  harness. 

Not  in  any  recent  action. 

**  Company  detached.  Total  not  known  exactly. 

The  above  comprises  all  of  the  batteries  serving  with  General  Holmes’ 
division  in  the  field.  Tliere  are  a number  of  other  batteries  throughout 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  but  I have  not  received  an^^^  returns 
from  them  since  the  division  took  the  field.  All  of  these  batteries,  ex- 
cepting French’s  and  Brem’s,  have  only  been  under  my  command  for  a 
few  days,  so  that  the  remarks  regarding  efficiency,  &c.,  are  necessarily 
more  or  less  imiTenfect. 

' JAMES  DESHLER, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery^  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 

July  22,  1862. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  guns  herein  reported  as  lost 
from  Captain  Graham’s  battery  were  not  captured  by  the  enemy,  but 
secured  by  some  comiiany  of  our  own.  It  is  iiositively  affirmed  at  the 
ordnance  depot  in  Richmond  that  a brass  6-pounder,  indubitably  identi- 
fied as  Captain  Graham’s,  was  turned  in  tnere  disabled,  and  has  been 
subsequently  readjusted  and  delivered  to  Captain  Graham.  Of  the 
caissons  and  Parrott  gun  nothing  is  known  ; but  if  the  6-pounder  was 
secured,  they  may  have  been.  The  enemy  seem  not  to  have  occupied 
that  position  in  force. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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No.  355. 

Report  of  Col.  Junius  Daniel^  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry^  com- 
manding Third  Brigade^  of  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  {Turkey 

Bridge). 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 
Camp  ^aear  Petersburg^  Fa.,  July  16,  1862. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  instructions  just  received,  dated  July  16, 
1862,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  Kiver  : 

Agreeably  to  orders  from  Major-General  Holmes  I left  Dre wry’s 
Bluff  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo  with  my  command,  consisting 
of  my  own  regiment,  the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops;  Colonel 
Kenan’s,  the  Forty-third  North  Carolina  Troops,  and  Colonel  Craton’s, 
the  Fiftieth  North  Carolina  Troops;  Brem’s  and  Graham’s  field  bat- 
teries— the  former  of  six  and  the  latter  of  four  pieces — and  Burroughs’ 
battalion  of  cavalry  (in  all  about  1,700  effective  men),  and  crossed  the 
James  Eiver  at  the  pontoon  bridge  about  12  m.  on  that  day,  and  en- 
camped wiUi  Walker’s  brigade,  by  order  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing, on  the  Mill  road  near  the  New  Market  road. 

Tbe  next  day  we  continued  the  march  at  an  early  hour,  following  the 
New  Market  road  leading  toward  the  enemy’s  left,  and  arrived  upon 
the  field  of  action  at  about  3 p.  m. 

Upon  getting  near  the  field  I received  orders  from  General  Holmes 
to  order  the  artillery  forward  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  in  front  of  us,  and 
there  to  report  to  Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnance,  and  to  order  Major 
Burroughs,  with  his  cavalry,  to  report  to  Colonel  Eosser,  and  to  halt 
my  infantry  a little  in  the  rear  of  the  forks  of  roads,  and  there  to  await 
further  orders.  As  I was  marching,  by  order  of  the  general,  with  my 
artillery  in  front  and  cavalry  in  rear,  I directed  Captains  Graham  and 
Brem  to  move  forward  and  report  to  Colonel  Deshler,  and  did  not  see 
these  batteries  any  more  until  I saw  them  leaving  the  field,  when  Captain 
Graham’s  battery  was  almost  completely  disorganized,  and  with  two 
pieces  and  two  caissons  less  than  when  it  left  me.  This  battery,  as  I 
afterward  learned,  left  the  field  without  proper  orders  and  in  great  dis- 
order, as  will  be  seen  in  my  special  report  handed  in  some  days  since. 
For  the  operations  of  Captain  Brem’s  battery  I respectfully  refer  you 
to  his  report. 

At  the  time  that  I ordered  these  batteries  to  report  to  Colonel  Deshler 
I ordered  Major  Burroughs,  through  a staff'  officer,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Eosser  in  a field  upon  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  rear  of  our  position. 
Seeing  Colonel  Eosser  a short  time  after  this,  and  learning  that  he 
would  move  his  cavalry  from  a field  on  the.  right  of  the  road  to  one  on 
the  left  and  in  front  of  us,  I sent  an  officer  to  direct  Major  Burroughs 
to  turn  into  the  field  on  the  left  instead  of  the  right. 

About  this  time  the  gunboats  opened  a very  heavy  fire  upon  my 
line,  and  after  the  first  few  discharges  the  cavalry  became  confused  and 
partially  disorganized,  and  commenced  leaving  the  field  in  great  dis- 
order— so  much  so  as  to  seriously  injure  some  of  the  infantry  by  running 
through  their  ranks.  After  this  I did  not  see  them  again,  as  they  were 
placed  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Eosser. 

The  position  occupied  by  my  command  was  in  the  road,  with  a culti- 
vated field  intervening  between  it  and  the  river,  distant  from  900  to 
1,000  yards,  with  an  open  field  in  front  of  the  center  and  some  woods 
ojjposite  the  extreme  right  and  left.  This  position  was  reached  by 
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three  distinct  fires — from  the  gunboats  in  the  river,  from  a battery  in 
front,  which  Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnance,  thinks  had  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  guns,  and  from  a battery  that  I afterward  understood 
was  firing  on  General  Longstreet’s  command.  The  road,  being  worn 
away  with  use,  presented  the  best  cover  from  the  enemy’s  fire.  I there- 
fore directed  the  men  to  sit  down  in  the  road  for  protection. 

During  the  stampede  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  I received  an  order 
from  General  Holmes  to  send  him  an  infantry  regiment.  I immediately 
ordered  my  regiment  to  proceed  to  the  point  designated,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Morehead.  This  regiment  moved  off  in  good 
order,  but  was  stopped  by  the  rout  of  the  artillery,  which  almost  com- 
pletely blocked  up  the  road.  It  was  at  this  time  under  a terrible  fire, 
and  from  the  confusion  of  the  artillery  and  from  fear  of  being  run  over 
by  it,  it  left  the  road  in  some  disorder.  Seeing  this,  I proceeded  there 
and  rallied  it  in  a few  moments,  and  it  then  marched  off  in  good  order 
to  report  to  the  general  commanding.  It  lost  2 killed  and  14  wounded. 
In  addition  to  this  there  were  several  others  'seriously  hurt  by  being 
run  over  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery. 

During  this  stampede  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  the  Forty-third 
and  Fiftieth  Eegiments  both  became  slightly  confused,  but  were  soon 
rallied,  and  remained  steady  the  balance  of  the  evening.  In  the  Forty- 
third  there  Avas  1 wounded  and  in  the  Fiftieth  there  were  7 wounded. 
These  three  regiments  were  all  new,  and  under  the  circumstances"  be- 
haved well. 

My  staff  officers — Major  Edmundson,  Captain  Badger,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Hammond  and  Bond — behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  and 
Avere  of  great  assistance  to  me. 

In  addition  to  this  list  of  casualties  please  add  the  number  of  cas- 
ualties in  Brem’s  battery. 

About  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  we  marched  to  the 
rear  about  miles,  by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding,  to  find 
water  and  a camping  ground. 

The  following  evening  we  took  a position  in  line  of  battle  near  the 
position  occupied  the  previous  evening,  and  remained  in  line  of  battle 
all  night  and  until  9 or  10  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  we  marched 
some  three-quarters  of  a mile  to  the  rear,  by  order  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  for  water  and  a camping  ground. 

That  evening  about  6 o’clock  we  received  orders  to  march  immedi- 
ately to  Drewry’s  Bluff.  I took  up  the  march  immediately,  recrossed 
the  river  at  the  pontoon  bridge  early  in  the  morning,  and  reached 
Drewry’s  Bluff  about  8.30  a.  m. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUISHUS  DAMEL, 

Colonel  Forty-fifth  A.  C.  Troops^  Comdg.  Third  Brigade. 

Maj.  Archer  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.,  Dept,  of  Forth  Carolina. 


No.  356. 

Report  of  Col.  Van  H.  Manning^  Third  Arhansas  Infantry.,  of  operations 
June  26-July2,  including  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff  (Turhey  Bridge). 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brig.,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Camp  Lee,  Fa.,  July  16,  1862. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
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operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  recent  engagements  in  front  of 
Eichmond : 

Thursday  night,  June  26,  orders  were  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Walker  commanding,  to 
cross  the  James  Eiver  and  re-enforce  Major-General  Huger’s  division. 
The  brigade,  composed  of  the  Third  Arkansas,  Thirtieth  Virginia, 
Fifty-seventh  Virginia,  Twenty -seventh  North  Carolina,  and  Forty- 
sixth  North  Carolina  Eegiments,  Second  Georgia  Battalion,  Capts.  D. 
A.  French’s  and  J.  E.  Branch’s  light  batteries,  and  Captain  Goodwin’s 
cavalry  company — in  all  amounting  to  about  4,000  men  and  officers — 
crossed  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  reached  General  Huger  about  12  m.  on 
Friday,  June  27.  While  with  General  Huger’s  division  the  Fifty-sev- 
enth Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers  was  relieved  from  duty  with  this 
brigade,  and  in  its  place  Col.  E.  C.  Hill’s  Forty-eighth  Eegiment  North 
Carolina  Troops  was  substituted. 

Fridaj’  night  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  on 
a bridge  thrown  across  the  stream  by  the  enemy,  which  was  accom- 
plished in  good  order  by  noon  Saturday,  and  the  command  moved 
down  and  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field  of  the  day  before,  where  they 
remained  until  Sunda;y  morning,  when  orders  were  received  to  recross 
the  Chickahominy  and  report  to  Major-General  Huger  again.  The 
troops  were  crossed  by  daylight  Sunday  morning  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  General  Huger’s  division. 

Orders  came  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  to  move  down  the  river 
road.  The  column  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  after  an  ex- 
ceedingly fatiguing  march  reached  General  Holmes’  division  in  the 
evening,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  iiontoon  bridge  across  James  Eiver. 

Monday,  June  30,  the  brigade  moved  forward  about  5 or  6 miles  and 
formed  line  of  battle  on  a very  commanding  hill,  in  order  to  check  the 
reported  advance  of  the  enemy.  . 

In  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the  brigade  was  advanced  and  came 
into  action  with  the  enemy  about  5 p.  m.  A heavy  fire  of  artillery 
was  kept  up  between  a section  of  Captain  French’s  battery,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Cooper,  a section  of  Captain  Branch’s  battery,  under  Lieut.  M. 
A.  Martin,  and  the  enemy’s  numerous  batteries  advantageously  posted 
on  Malvern  Hill.  Unfortunately,  our  troops  were  under  the  range  of 
the  enemy’s  gunboats,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  with  guns  of  the 
heaviest  caliber  with  extraordinary  precision.  The  firing  ceased  be- 
fore dark,  except  an  occasional  shot,  and  about  9 o’clock  the  command 
returned  to  its  original  position. 

Notwithstanding  the  exceedingly  heavy  fire  the  brigade  was  exposed' 
to  during  the  evening  of  the  30th  comparatively  few  casualties  occurred,, 
20  men  having  been  wounded,  1 of  whom  has  since  died. 

During  the  greater  part  of  Tuesday,  July  1,  the  brigade  remained  in? 
line  of  battle  on  Warren’s  Hill.  In  the  afternoon  an  advance  was 
ordered.  The  command  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  for  about  half 
a mile,  when  they  were  halted  and  remained  in  line  during  the  night. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  the  brigadier-general  commanding  met 
with  a iiainful  accident  on  Tuesday  evening,  which  incapacitated  him 
to  retain  command  of  the  brigade,  and  as  senior  colonel  I was  assigned 
command. 

On  Wednesday  evening  at  5 o’clock  orders  were  received  for  the  bri- 
gade to  move  back  to  Drewry’s  Bluffi.  After  a fatiguing  march  through 
a drenching  rain  and  over  muddy  roads  we  reached  the  bluff  safely 
by  daylight  Thursday  morning. 

With  few  exceptions  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  both  on  the 
inarch  and  in  action,  was  everything  that  could  be  desired. 
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List  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  in  action  Monday 
evening,  J une  30,  1862 : 

Third  Arkansas  Kegiment,  1 wounded  slightly;  Second  Georgia  Bat- 
talion, none;  Twenty- Seventh  ^s'orth  Carolina  Troops,  6 wounded; 
Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  Troops,  none;  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina 
Troops,  none;  Thirtieth  Virginia  Kegiment,  5 wounded,  1 since  died; 
Branch’s  battery,  1 wounded  slightly ; French’s  battery,  7 wounded,  3 
severely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VAN  IT.  MANNING, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 
Maj.  Archer  Anderson,  Assistant  Adjutarit- General,  &e. 


No.  357. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Anny,  commanding  brigade 
(acting  with  Holmes^  command.  Department  of  North  Carolina),  of  oper- 
ations June  30- July  1. 

Headquarters  of  Brigade, 

Chaffin’s  Farm,  Ya.,  July  16,  1862. 

Major  : In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Major-General  Holmes 
I send  you  the  following  report : 

The  morning  of  June  30  last  my  aide,  Lieut.  J.  J.  Wise,  brought  me 
a verbal  message  from  General  Holmes  that  he  was  advancing  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  inquiring  whether  I could  join  him,  as  his  forces  were 
few  and  fatigued.  I then  had  three  regiments  of  infantry  (the  Fourth, 
Twenty-sixth,  and  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Volunteers)  and  four  batteries 
of  light  artillery,  under  strict  orders  to  guard  and  support  the  heavy 
batteries  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff  General  Holmes,  in  the  message  delivered 
to  me,  disclaimed  giving  me  orders,  but  suggested  rather  that  he  needed 
re-enforcements,  and  inquired  whether  I could  aid  him.  I immediately 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  to  his  command  the  Twenty-sixth 
(Col.  P.  R.  Page)  and  the  Forty-sixtJi  (Col.  E.  T.  W.  Duke),  and  An- 
drews’ and  Rives’  batteries,  under  Maj.  A.  W.  Stark,  leaving  of  these 
only  small  camp  guards,  and  the  Fourth  Regiment  and  French’s  and 
Armistead’s  batteries  to  guard  the  bluff. 

On  June  30  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  by  morning  report,  had  31 
officers,  70  non-commissioned  officers,  and  354  privates ; the  Forty-sixth 
had  31  officers,  64  non-commissioned  officers,  and  306  privates.  Deduct 
1 non-commissioned  officer  and  20  privates  of  each  for  guard,  and  the 
total  of  infantry  was  62  officers,  132  non-commissioned  officers,  and  620 
privates — aggregate  infantry,  814. 

The  artillery  corps  had  Company  A (Captain  Andrews),  4 pieces,  4 
officers,  9 non-commissioned  officers,  63  privates ; Company  C (Captain 
Rives),  4 pieces,  2 officers,  7 non-commissioned  oliicers,  and  62  privates; 
total,  6 officers,  16  non-commissioned  officers,  and  125  privates — mak- 
ing in  all,  infantry  and  artillery,  the  aggregate  of  961  officers,  non-com- 
missioned  officers,  and  privates. 

I commanded  these  in  person,  and  was  attended  by  my  official  aide 
and  two  volunteers,  Lieut.  J.  J.  Wise,  Capt.  George  D.  Wise  (who  acted 
as  volnnteer  aide  of  General  Holmes),  and  Lieut.  Barksdale  Warwick. 
As  early  as  possible  after  General  Holmes  passed  with  his  forces  I 
followed,  and  reported  to  him  at  the  Dill  house,  near  New  Market. 
There  finding  President  Davis,  1 submitted  my  action  in  joining  Gen- 
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eral  Holmes  to  him  without  orders,  and  he  approving,  I took  orders 
from  General  Holmes.  He  posted  me  in  position  on  the  extreme  right 
of  the  high  grounds  near  New  Market;  Eives’  battery  on  the  left  was 
supported  by  the  Forty-sixth ; Andrews’  on  the  right  by  the  Twenty- 
sixth.  In  this  position  we  remained  until  ordered  to  advance  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  30th.  I was  ordered  to  follow  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Daniel, 
and  brought  up  the  rear,  which  threw  me  on  the  extreme  right,  on  the 
river  road,  leading  past  Malvern  Hill  and  over  Turkey  Creek  Bridge. 
When  I arrived  in  i^osition  on  the  narrow  road  I found  it  obstructed 
by  Burroughs’  cavaliy,  and  ordered  it  out  of  the  way  of  mj^  inhintry,  so 
that  I might  join  my  line  to  that  of  Colonel  Daniel’s  infantry.  The 
Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  I am  informed,  of  Colonel  Daniel’s 
command,  was  in  juxtaposition  to  my  Twenty-sixth  Eegiment.  Major 
“burroughs  moved  his  cavalry  in  advance  of  my  position  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Eegiment.  There  was  a corps 
of  cavalry  (Baker’s,  I am  told)  in  advance  of  that  of  Burroughs’. 

The  enemy  commenced  heavy  shelling  of  the  road  and  of  the  open 
fields  on  its  right  and  left.  In  a few  moments  the  cavalry  (said  to  be 
Baker’s)  wheeled  into  the  field  on  the  left,  rode  irregularly  around 
that  field,  and  in  a short  time  came  ra})idly  past  the  infantry  in  the 
road,  and  in  a few  minutes  more  artillery  horses,  loose,  and  then  a 
caisson,  and  then  guns  (said  to  be  Branch’s  battery),  came  stampeding 
in  wild  confusion  by  and  through  my  line,  and  these  were  followed  in 
confusion  by  the  regiment  next  to  the  Twenty-sixth,  of  my  brigade 
(said  to  be  the  North  Carolina  Forty -fifth).  It  was  with  difficulty  my 
men  could  avoid  serious  damage  by  this  wild  rout  of  cavalry,  artillery, 
and  infantry ; but  I am  proud  to  say  that  both  of  my  regiments  and 
my  artillery  maintained  their  posts  firmly,  without  a man’s  moving 
until  they  were  ordered. 

This  position  was  on  the  road  where  the  river  joins  the  Quaker  road 
west  of  a branch  of  Turkey  Creek,  with  a wood  and  that  branch  between 
it  and  Malvern  Hill,  distant  from  the  hill  about  600  yards,  with  the 
woods  and  creek  intervening.  Late  in  the  evening  I was  ordered  back 
to  take  position  where  the  river  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road,  and  there 
my  forces  bivouacked  for  the  night  of  the  30th. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 I was  ordered  again  to  take  position,  as  at 
first,  on  the  right  of  the  high  grounds  of  New  Market.  And  again, 
later  in  the  day,  I was  ordered  to  lead  the  front,  advancing  upon  the 
enemy  down  the  Eiver  road.  I was  halted  in  the  road  in  front  of 
Curie’s  Neck,  with  a woods  on  the  left,  and  deployed  to  the  left  and 
aligned  in  the  woods.  There  my  artillery  was  posted,  north  of  the 
open  field,  where  the  Quaker  meets  the  Eiver  road.  Late  in  the  even- 
ing I was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  infantry,  to  mount  the  fence, 
and  pass  the  field  in  double-quick.  When  I came  to  the  field  I was 
again  halted,  and  my  men  fell  back  into  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  avoid 
the  shells  of  the  gunboats.  In  a short  time  I was  ordered  to  move, 
and  passed  the  field  until  I came  up  to  the  fence  dividing  it  from  the 
Quaker  road.  This  brought  my  forces  to  within  about  450  or  500  yards 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  the  woods  and  swamp  and  creek  intervening, 
and  it  being  quite  dark.  Before  this  advance  across  the  field  the  heavy 
volleys  of  musketry  opened  on  the  left  at  about  6 p.  m.  and  continued 
until  about  9 p.  m.  While  halted  at  the  Quaker  road  the  cheers  of 
the  combatants  were  distinctly  heard.  At  about  9 or  9.30  p.  m.  I was 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  open  field.  I was  com- 
manded by  Major-General  Holmes  in  person,  and  bivouacked  with  him 
in  that  field  the  night  of  July  1. 
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During  tlie  night  the  movements  of  the  enemy  retreating  were  dis- 
tinctly audible.  A drenching  rain  came  on  next  morning  and  flooded 
the  woods  where  our  men  slept,  and  we  were  early  ordered  back  to 
where  the  river  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  I received  orders  from  General  Lee  to 
return  to  this  post,  where  I have  since  remained. 

The  accompanying  map  will  illustrate  my  report.* 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEKRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier- Ge^ieral. 

'Maj.  Archer  Anderson,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.]  , 


Headquarters,  Chaffin's  Farm,  July  16,  1862. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  forces  you  left  here  with 
on  the  morning  of  June  30,  as  follows : 


Officers. 

Non-commissioned 

officers. 

Privates. 

The  26th  Virginia  Regiment  (Col.  P.  R.  Page) 

31 

70 

354 

The  46th  Virginia  Regiment  (Col.  R.  T.  W.  Duke) 

31 

64 

306 

Artillery  corps,  two  companies  (Major  Stark): 

Company  A (Captain  Andrews),  four  pieces 

4 

9 

63 

Company  C (Captain  Rives),  four  pieces 

2 

7 

62 

Total 

68 

150 

785 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  PEARCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise. 


JUNE  28-JULY  4,  1862. — Expedition  from  Fort  Monroe  to  open  communi- 
cation with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

REFORXS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  John  C.  Lee,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Wilhelm  Heine,  Volunteer  Topographical  Engineer. 

m.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  C.  Lee,  Ninety -ninth  Neiv  YorJc  Infantry. 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  July  5,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  June  28  I started  at  7 p.  m.  for 
Windsor  Shades,  on  the  Chickahominy  River,  on  board  the  steamer 
C.  P.  Smith,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  11  a.  m.  June  20,  where  we 
found  the  United  States  giinboat  Delaware  aground  on  the  bar. 


Not  found. 
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At  11.30  a.  m.  Captain  Heine,  volunteer  topographical  engineer,  and 
a guard  of  6 privates  and  1 corporal,  started  with  dispatches  for  Maj. 
Gen.  George  B.  Mc01ellau\s  headquarters.  About  half  an  hour  later 
I heard  the  discharge  of  musketry  in  the  direction  that  Captain  Heine 
had  taken,  and  thinking  that  he  was  attacked  I landed  20  men  and 
searched  the  country  for  about  2 miles  around,  but  could  find  no  trace 
of  either  friend  or  foe.  As  six  days  has  now  elapsed  since  Cajdain 
Heine  left  the  steamer  and  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him,  I am  led 
to  the  painful  conclusion  that  he  and  his  men  have  been  captured  ]:>y 
the  enemy. 

At  2 p.  m.  June  29  I took  12  men  in  the  cutter  and  sounded  the  river 
for  6 miles  above  Windsor  Shades.  I found  an  average  of  IJ  fathoms 
of  water  in  the  channel  for  about  2J  miles  up.  Above  that  I found 
many  places  where  the  channel  was  not  more  than  4 feet  deep.  The 
river  is  so  crooked  above  Windsor  Shades  and  the  channel  in  many 
places  so  narrow  that  navigation  with  a steamer  is  impossible. 

At  3 p.  m.  the  same  day  the  United  States  gunboat  Satellite  arrived 
at  Windsor  Shades  and  got  aground  on  the  bar. 

At  sunset  of  June  29  several  negroes  came  down  to  the  boats  and 
stated  that  5,000  rebels  were  coming  down  to  attack  us.  This  was 
rather  bad  news,  as  all  our  boats  lay  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  fast 
aground  and  could  not  be  got  off  until  high  water,  which  would  be  at 
daylight  next  morning.  While  aground  we  were  in  a dangerous  posi- 
tion, for  we  could  only  bring  a few  of  our  guns  to  bear  on  the  point  of 
attack,  and  the  enemy’s  riflemen  could  have  picked  off*  the  guns’  crews 
at  their  leisure.  Finding  that  I could  do  but  little  in  this  position  I 
immediately  mounted  a 12-pounder  mountain  howitzer  on  the  bank, 
having  a clear  sweep  of  half  a mile  in  all  directions.  I also  took  all 
the  men  I could  spare  from  the  boat  and  posted  a picket  guard,  form- 
ing a half  circle,  for  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  us  timely  warn- 
ing of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  prevent  spies  from 
coming  down  and  ascertaining  our  helpless  condition. 

During  the  night  the  guard  was  attacked  several  times  and  twice 
after  daylight  next  morning  by  small  parties,  but  my  men  held  their 
ground  and  let  no  one  pass  their  lines. 

About  5 a.  m.  June  30  we  got  our  boats  off*  the  bar  and  placed  them 
in  position  for  anything  that  might  off*er.  I remained  in  this  position 
until  Ihe  morning  of  Julj^  3,  when,  learning  that  the  rebels  were  making 
a forced  march  to  the  bluffs,  about  G miles  below,  with  a large  quantity 
of  artillery,  to  command  the  river  and  also  to  obstruct  the  channel  by 
felling  trees  across  narrow  places,  I deemed  it  imprudent  to  remain 
any  longer  at  Windsor  Shades.  I then,  in  company  with  the  gunboats 
Satellite  and  Port  Eoyal,  which  latter  arrived  on  July  1,  dropi^ed  down 
the  river  about  10  miles,  where  I had  to  stop,  as  the  engine  broke  down ; 
but  in  about  two  hours  we  had  it  in  working  order  again,  and  immediately 
started  for  the  James  Eiver  to  report  for  orders  to  Maj.  Gen.  George 
B.  McClellan.  I arrived  at  Harrison’s  Bar  at  3.30  p.  m.  and  reported 
at  headquarters  at  4 p.  m.  Was  ordered  to  wait  for  dispatches. 

At  3 p.  m.  on  July  4 dispatches  were  given  me  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  for  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  which  I delivered 
to  the  proper  authorities  at  Fort  Monroe  at  11.30  p.  m.  of  July  4. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  LEE, 

Capt.,  9dth  Regt.  A.  Y.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Steamer  G.  P.  Smith, 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Division,,  Fort  Monroe^  Va, 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Wilhelm  Seine,  Volunteer  Topographical  Engineer, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  August  21,  1862. 

General  : Eespectfully  I sabmit  the  following  report : 

According  to  instructions  received  on  Saturday,  June  28,  at  5.20  I 
embarked  on  board  the  steam-tug  0.  P.  Smith  with  the  usuhl  escort  of 
40  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Lee,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Yolun- 
teers,  and  proceeded  up  James  Eiver.  At  11.10  o’clock  I reached  the 
gunboat  flotilla,  and  at  11.25  o’clock  I handed  the  dispatch  addressed 
to  the  senior  naval  officer  to  Commander  McKinstry,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  on 
board  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Dacotah.  He  could  not  supply 
me  with  a pilot;  therefore  I had  to  anchor  for  the  night  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Chickahominy. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  at  daylight.  Captain  Lee  went  ashore  in  the 
cutter  and  brought  on  board  a negro  well  acquainted  with  the  locality, 
who  piloted  us  in  and  up  the  Chickahominy  Eiver.  At  11  o’clock  we 
got  aground,  but  got  off  again  after  a short  delay,  and  reached  the  place 
called  the  Windsor  Shades,  where,  as  direeted,  1 anchored  at  12  p.  m. 
A short  distance  below  this  the  United  States  gunboat  Delaware 
was  aground,  and  after  having  communicated  to  the  commanding  o^- 
cer  the  object  of  my  mission,  and  requested  -him  te  render  to  Captain 
Lee  such  assistance  as  the  emergency  of  the  case  might  require,  I weut, 
as  directed,  ashore  with  the  prescribed  escort  of  6 men  and  a non- 
commissioned officer.  The  Windsor  Shades  are  situated  on  the  noriji- 
east  shore  of  the  Chickahominy,  at  the  end  of  a narrow  neck  of  land, 
flanked  on  both  sides  by  an  impenetrable  swamp.  The  southwegt 
shore  for  miles  above  and  below  is  also  a dense  swamp,  rendering  the 
position  favorable  for  defense.  Two  roads  lead  at  about  right  angles 
from  it — one  toward  New  Kent  Court-House,  the  other  toward  Long 
Bridge;  at  that  time,  as  I had  reason  to  believe,  in  possession  of  our 
troops.  I took  the  latter.  The  bridge  marked  on  the  map  Forge 
Bridge  was  burned ; the  ford  near  an  old  mill  impassable  on  account 
of  the  high  water.  Some  negroes  on  a plantation  warned  me  that  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy  in  the 
, lower  White  Oak  Swamp  and  on  the  road  toward  Charles  City  Court- 
= House.  Anxious  to  reach  General  McClellan’s  headquarters,  I pushed 
on  without  delay  and  near  sunset  got  up  to  Long  Bridge.  This  was 
also  burned ; the  river  unfordable,  and  so  I pushed  on  toward  Bottom’s 
Bridge.  About  this  time  firing  of  cannon  and  musketry  could  be  heard 
in  that  direction,  receding  toward  Eichmond.  With  my  nearly  ex- 
hausted men  I hastened  on,  and  reached  Bottom’s  Bridge  at  about  11 
p.  m.  Here  all  was  darkness  and  silence.  The  firing  had  ceased  ; a 
drizzling  rain  made  the  night  still  darker.  No  trace  of  living  beings 
could  be  discovered,  and  exhausted  we  laid  down  in  the  road  close  to 
the  destroyed  bridge  to  wait  until  daylight. 

Daylight  of  Monday,  the  30th,  came,  but  no  traces  of  either  friend 
or  foe  could  be  discovered.  Finding  the  river  unfordable,  we  went  as 
far  as  the  railroad  bridge.  This,  as  well  as  an  ammunition  train  on  it, 
was  on  fire.  We  crossed  the  swamp  on  fragments  of  railroad  cars, 
boxes,  &c.,  and  marched  up  the  railroad,  where  firing  of  skirmishers 
was  heard.  One  sick  soldier  of  the  Sixty-third  New  York  was  lying  on 
the  track.  His  mind  was  wandering  and  he  gave  a confused  account 
of  the  fight  of  the  previous  day.  A short  distance  farther  a rebel  senti- 
nel stood  on  the  edge  of  the  wood.  Corporal  Young,  of  the  Ninety- 
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ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  two  privates  went  and  captured  him. 
He  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Georgia  Kegiment.  From  him  I learned 
that  Toombs’  brigade  and  some  cavalry  had  moved  down  Charles  City 
road  through  the  lower  White  Oak  Swamp  and  joined  Jackson  in  his 
attack  on  Sumner’s  Corjjs.  The  sick  and  wounded,  of  whom  many 
hundred  filled  the  station  house  and  the  adjoining  farms,  confirmed  the 
report,  and  stated  that  the  last  of  our  troo])s  had  left  about  sundown, 
pursued  by  the  enemy. 

The  firing  in  front  had  ceased  and  a large  body  of  the  enemy’s  in- 
fantry was  now  seen  approaching  on  the  railroad.  Accordingly  I as- 
sembled 8 or  10  stragglers  and  convalescents,  formed  them,  and  re- 
treated across  the  Chickahominy,  covering  front  and  rear  with  skir- 
ntishers.  I hoped  to  reach  the  boat  and  Charles  City  by  way  of  James 
Fiver.  Striking  the  same  road  by  which  I had  come  the  ])revious 
evening,  and  which  was  then  free  from  the  enemy,  I marched  about 
5 miles  until  at  a cross-road  I met  a squad  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  With 
Privates  Joseph  Cathcart  and  Owen  Dougherty,  Ninety- ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  one  of  the  convalescents,  whose  name  I am  sorry  not 
to  know,  I went  forward  to  attack  them  and  drove  them  back,  while 
Corporal  Young  and  the  other  4 men  of  my  escort  prevented  tbe  strag- 
glers and  convalescents,  who  declined  to  fight,  from  running  away.  We 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  woods  and  marched  2 miles  farther,  when,  just 
as  we  were  emerging  in  an  open  space,  two  companies  of  cavalry  fell 
upon  us  from  all  sides,  riding  us  down.  I had  previously  directed  the 
men  of  the  Ninety -ninth,  in  case  of  an  attack  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers, to  disperse  and  to  make  each  separately  his  way  to  Captain  I^ee, 
to  advise  him  of  what  had  happened.  Five  men  succeeded.  Corporal 
Young  and  Private  Casey  were  taken  with  me  prisoners.  In  the  flutter 
that  succeeded  the  attack,  I managed,  as  directed,  to  destroy  the  papers 
by  eating  them  up  unobserved. 

I was  sorry  to  learn  afterward  that  of  the  5 who  succeeded  in  escap- 
ing 4 were  taken  the  next  day.  The  fifth,  Joseph  Cathcart,  refused  to 
surrender,  killed  the  captain  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  was  shot  dead. 
I recommend  respectfully  that  this  man’s  family,  which  is  poor,  may 
have  the  benefit  of  such  a pension  as  the  law  allows. 

I was  taken  to  Fichmond  and  confined,  with  about  130  of  our  officers, 
in  the  Tobacco  Warehouse  until  August  15,  when  we  Were  all  sent  to 
Aiken’s  Landing,  and  returned  to  this  place  in  a flag  of  truce. 

With  great  regret  I learn  that  Corporal  Young  and  Private  J.  Casey, 
Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  are  still  prisoners  of  war  in  Fich- 
mond.  Their  fate  concerns  me  greatly-,  and  I feel  sure  that  you  will 
effect  their  release  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  so. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HEINE, 

Captain^  Volunteer  Topographical  Engineer. 

Major-General  Dix,  Commanding  Corps  d^Armee. 


JULY  3, 1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing,  on  the  Charles  City 

Road. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

July  3,  1862 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Feno  has  just  returned  from  a reconnaissance  on  the  Charles 
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City  road.  He  went  about  miles  from  the  mill,  near  General  Keyes’ 
headquarters,  where  he  found  the  enemy.  They  had  two  guns  in  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  were  firing  across  the  creek  in  the  di- 
rection of  Kearny’s  camp.  This  battery  was  supported  by  a force  of 
cavalry  and  infantry.  He  could  not  see  many  men,  and  thinks  the  force 
was  a small  one.  Some  of  the  shells  went  over  the  woods  and  fell  in 
this  field  several  hundred  yards  beyond  the  road.  Captain  Eeno’s 
party  was  near  their  cavalry.  He  thinks  they  had  but  one  squadron. 

Very  respectfullv, 

S.  P.  .HEIKTZBLMAK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Commanding. 


JULY  3-4,  1862. — Skirmishes  near  Herring  Creek. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball.,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  General  Kimball’s  Brigade, 
SmitWs  Division.,  Sixth  Provisional  Army  CorpSy  July  15,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Keyes,  I moved  my  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  across 
Herron  [Herring]  Creek  to  the  extreme  right.  Immediately  after  pass- 
ing a small  swamp  on  the  Charles  City  road  my  skirmishers  reported 
the  enemy  in  front.  While  reconnoitering  in  person  I was  fired  at  by 
the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  from  the  bushes  bordering  the  road  running 
north  from  the  Charles  City  road,  on  which  the  brigade  was  marching. 
The  enemy  was  posted  in  the  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  north 
road,  with  four  field  pieces  in  position  in  an  open  field,  commanding  our 
advance.  The  brigade  was  immediately  pushed  forward,  the  Fourth 
Ohio  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  on  the  left, 
the  Seventh  Virginia  and  the  Eighth  Ohio  in  reserve,  with  orders  to 
take  the  guns,  but  before  the  guns  were  reached  a halt  was  ordered  by 
Brigadier-General  Ferry,  commanding  the  division,  and  immediately 
after  the  enemy  withdrew  his  guns  to  a commanding  position  about 
half  a mile  to  the  rear  and  commenced  shelling  us. 

At  this  juncture  Tidball’s  battery  came  forward,  and  taking  a posi- 
tion on  the  left  of  the  road,  soon  silenced  him.  Three  regiments  of  my 
brigade — the  Fourth  Ohio,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and  Seventh  Virginia — 
were  meantime  advanced  to  the  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and 
pickets  thrown  forward  to  the  enemy’s  lines  of  skirmishers ; the  Eighth 
Ohio  was  held  in  reserve  near  the  battery.  In  this  position  we  rested 
for  the  night. 

About  12  o’clock  m.  of  the  4th  the  enemy  threw  forward  three  regi- 
ments of  Jackson’s  corps,  who  attacked  our  lines,  but  after  an  hour  and 
a half  of  sharp  skirmishing  we  compelled  him  to  retire  with  loss  with- 
out having  penetrated  the  lines  of  our  pickets. 

Our  loss  in  both  affairs  was  small,  being  2 killed  and  17  wounded,  a 
detailed  report  of  which  was  made  to  you  on  the  6th  instant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATHAK  KIMBALL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  L.  D.  H.  Currie, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Chap.  XXni  ] 


RECONNAISSANCE. 


923 


JULY  4,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing. 

REFORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  F.  Farnsworth,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Gamble,  Eighth  Illinois  Cava;lry. 

Ko.'l. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Farnsivorth^  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

, Camp  on  James  River.,  July  5,  1862. 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  yesterday  morning  I started 
with  my  regiment  back  on  the  route  over  which  we  traveled  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  for  the  purpose  of  succoring  any  wounded,  sick,  or  strag- 
gling soldiers  who  might  be  found,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy.  I had  proceeded  but  a short  distance,  when  I 
was  sent  for  by  General  F.  J.  Porter.  The  regiment  then  proceeded 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gamble.  They  had  jiroceeded  beyond 
the  bridge  but  about  1 mile  when  they  came  upon  the  rebel  pickets, 
both  infantry  and  cavalry.  Turning  to  the  left  toward  James  River 
they  proceeded  about  1 mile  farther,  when  they  came  upon  the  enemy’s 
pickets,  there  also  in  considerable  force.  It  was  evident  that  in  pro- 
ceeding farther  the  command  would  run  great  risk  of  being  entirely 
cut  off,  and  it  was  equally  evident  that,  the  rebels  having  occupied  all 
the  ground  we  had  traversed,  no  stragglers  or  wounded  men  able  to 
move  would  be  found.  The  command  returned  to  camp. 

I inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gamble,  which 
will  exhibit  more  particularly  the  position  of  the  enemy  and  the  steps 
taken  by  my  command  in  this  reconnaissance. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  F.  FARN^SWORTH, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Keyes. 


Ko.  2. 

Repot  t of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Gamble,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Landing, 

July  4,  1862. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  your  orders  I proceeded  this  morning  to 
the  rear  across  the  creek,  passed  our  line  of  pickets,  deployed  skir- 
mishers, and  advanced  with  the  ten  companies  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry 
until  we  came  to  the  rebel  pickets,  a mile  beyond  the  creek.  We 
halted  and  sent  forward  skirmishers  on  the  left  a mile  farther,  near 
the  river,  and  ascertained  the  enemy’s  pickets  to  occupy  the  lines  A, 
B,  C,  D,  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  two  guns  at  the  cross-roads  (on 
sketch  at  letter  B),  where  their  headquarters  appeared  to  be  in  and 
around  the  farm-houses  adjoining,  and  in  force  in  the  woods  from  B 
to  C.* 


Map  not  found. 
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Upon  ascertaining  these  facts  and  consulting  with  General  Wessells, 
who  was  present,  he  advised  me  to  retire,  as  I was  unsupported  by 
infantry  or  artillery,  and  would  be  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  advancing, 
and  my  command  fired  on  by  the  enemy’s  infantry  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  without  the  power  of  making  an  effectual  resistance. 

I sent  Major  Clendenin  to  the  gunboat  on  the  river  with  a request  to 
throw  a few  shells  in  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  was  plainly  visible ; 
but  he  could  not  get  on  board,  and  did  not  know  the  private  signals, 
and  the  boat  woidd  not  send  on  shore  to  communicate  with  him  j con- 
sequently I returned  to  camp  with  the  command,  after  examining  all 
the  houses  and  ground,  so  far  as  we  advanced,  for  stragglers  or 
wounded,  but  found  none. 

Very  respectfully. 


W.  GAMBLE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


Col.  J.  F.  Farnsworth, 

Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 


JULY  5-7,  1862. — Operations  against  Union  shipping,  James  River,  Va. 

REI^OIiTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  2. — Capt.  C.  W.  Squires,  First  Company  Washington  Artillery. 


]S^o.  1. 

I Report  of  Col.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  8.  Artillery. 

Camp  Discipline,  Ya.,  July  20,  1862. 

Captain  : By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  I have  the  honor 
to  report  that,  by  his  direction,  on  the  night  of  the  5th  and  6th  instant 
I proceeded  to  the  banks  of  James  Kiver,  above  Charles  City  Court- 
House,  with  Squires’  battery  (Washington  Artillery,  of  Louisiana), 
andarifled  piece  of  Pelham’s  battery  (Horse  Artillery),  and  about  2 a.  m. 
on  the  6th  opened  fire  on  one  of  the  enemy’s  transports,  carrying  sup- 
plies to  McClellan’s  army,  some  4 miles  above  the  point  where  we  were. 
On  opening  the  fire  the  boat  immediately  put  out  her  lights.  She  was 
struck  several  times  and  considerably  injured,  but  succeeded  in  passing 
the  battery. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th  instant  the  same  guns,  accompanied  by  a sec- 
tion of  Eogers’  battery,  proceeded  to  a point  known  as  Wyanoke,  on 
the  banks  of  the  James,  some  4 miles  below  Charles  City  Court-House, 
and  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  opened  on  a transport, 
and  after  some  twenty  shots  made  her  turn  back,  throwing  overboard 
part  of  her  cargo  to  facilitate  her  escape.  Several  gunboats  of  the 
enemy  immediately  came  to  our  vicinity  and  commenced  shelling  the 
woods  and  fields,  but  without  damage.  About  midday  I sent  a section 
of  Squires’  battery  some  5 miles  lower  down  the  river,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Galbraith.  He  opened  on  two  transports  towed  by  a tug.  He  drove 
the  tug  down  the  river  and  the  crews  from  the  transports,  sinking  one 
of  the  transports  and  severely  injuring  the  other.  The  crews  took  to 
their  small  boats  and  made  their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
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river.  A gunboat  then  engaged  the  section,  when  it  withdrew.  About 
3 p.  m.  six  or  eight  transports  (schooners),  towed  by  a tug  and  con- 
voyed by  a gunboat,  came  up  the  river,  as  also  several  small  river 
steamers.  The  guns  were  drawn  up  behind  a bluff  at  Wyanoke,  and 
when  the  transports  were  opposite  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff  and 
opened  on  them.  Some  seventy  shots  were  fired  into  the  transports, 
damaging  them  severely.  The  tug  was  also  damaged.  The  gunboat 
opened  on  the  battery  as  soon  as  discovered,  firing  shell,  spherical 
case,  and  grape  from  her  large  guns.  She  fired  some  30  rounds.  No 
damage  was  done  the  battery,  all  her  shot  either  falling  short  or  pass- 
ing over  our  heads.  Ofiicers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  gal- 
lantry and  coolness,  firing  their  guns  as  if  no  gunboat  was  in  the  vicinity, 
and  seemed  convinced  that  a gunboat  was  not  so  dangerous  as  they 
had  supposed.  The  enemy  were  much  annoyed  by  these  trips,  and  kept 
several  gunboats  engaged  shelling  the  woods  and  vicinity,  doing  no 
damage.  They  even  fired  at  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  occupied  by  in- 
offensive families.  On  the  evening  of  the  7th  the  batteries  returned  to 
their  camps. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

S.  D.  LEE, 

OoZ.,  Arty.j  Gonidg.  Guns  in  vicinity  of  Oharles  City  Court-House. 

Capt.  Norman  E.  Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  C.  W.  Squires,  First  Company  Washington  Artillery. 

Camp  Longstreet,  Ya., 

July  19,  1862. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  the  following  order  I reported  to  Major- 
General  Longstreet,  at  Phillips’  house  : 

Headquarters  Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Camp , July  5,  1862. 

Captain  Squires  will  report,  with  his  battery  of  rifle  guns,  to  General  Longstreet,  at 
his  headquarters,  at  Phillips’  house. 

. J.  B.  WALTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  follow,  with  my  battery,  such  di- 
rections as  Col.  S.  D.  Lee  would  point  out.  Colonel  Lee  accompanied 
me  over  a farm  road  leading  into  the  Charles  City  road.  Eeaching  this 
road  I marched  to  a point  opposite  Waddell’s  farm,  and  there  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  cavalry,  which,  I was  informed,  would  support  the 
battery. 

The  cavalry  arrived  about  dark,  and,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders 
from  General  Stuart,  I followed  with  my  battery,  arriving  at  Dr.  Wil- 
cox’s house  (situated  1 mile  from  James  Eiver)  about  8 p,  m.,  when 
I received  orders  from  Colonel  Lee  to  halt.  After  reconnoifering  the 
position  my  guns  were  to  occupy  Colonel  Lee  ordered  me  to  march, 
taking  a road  known  as  the  road  to  Wilcox’s  Wharf.  On  arriving 
within  100  yards  of  the  river  I placed  my  battery  by  sections  on  a 
bluff‘,  i)rotected  on  the  right  by  thick  woods,  the  section  on  the  right. 
Lieutenant  Owen  commanding,  composed  of  one  steel  and  one  bronze 
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3-incli  rifle,  and  the  left  section,  Lieuteuant  Galbraith  commanding, 
consisting  of  two  3-iiich  bronze  rifles.  1 placed  two  cannoneers  as 
lookouts  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  was  informed  about  1 a.  m. 
that  a light  was  seen  coming  upstream.  Preparing  everything  to  give 
the  craft  a salute  as  she  passed,  we  awaited  her  approach,  and  as  soon 
as  she  appeared  opposite  our  position  fire  was  opened  from  my  four 
guns.  Darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  effect  of  our  shot,  but  it 
was  the  opinion  of  all  present  that  eight  projectiles  out  of  thirteen 
fired  struck  the  mark.  1 remained  in  the  same  position  till  daylight, 
when  orders  came  to  take  my  former  position  in  a piece  of  woods  near 
Waddell’s  farm. 

At  this  point  men  and  horses  rested  until  6 p.  m.  July  6,  when  I re- 
ceived orders  to  place  mj'  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s 
notice.  The  artillery  was  now  increased  to  seven  guns,  viz,  four  3-inch 
rifles  (my  own  battery),  two  10-pounder  Parrott  guns,  of  the  Loudoun 
Artillery,  Captain  Eogers,  and  one  Blakely  gun,  of  Stuart’s  artiller}^, 
under  Lieutenant  McGregor,  the  three  additional  pieces  of  artillery 
reporting  to  me  by  orders  from  General  Stuart.  About  8 p.  m.  the 
artillery  moved  in  rear  of  Colonel  Kosser’s  cavalry,  and  finally  took  up 
a position  near  the  river,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilcox,  about  9 
miles  from  the  ]mint  we  occupied  on  the  previous  night. 

At  sunrise  July  7 a small  steam  transx)ort  (the  Juniata)  was  discov- 
ered aground  about  1,000  yards  from  our  position,  when  the  guns  were 
speedily  thrown  into  battery  and  opened  upon  her.  The  boat  was 
lightened  by  her  crew  and  backed  up  the  river,  but  finding  the  direc- 
tion was  likely  to  prove  of  disadvantage  she  moved  down  the  river, 
evidently  worsted  by  our  fire,  and  we  have  since  been  informed  by  the 
army  correspondent  of  the  Northern  papers  that  she  had  to  be  run 
ashore  to  keep  her  from  sinking,  with  a loss  of  2 killed  and  G wounded. 
The  enemy  now  came  up  with  his  gunboats,  and  we  retired  under  their 
fire  without  sustaining  any  damage.  He  shelled  the  whole  country, 
but  could  not  discover  our  new  position,  which  was  in  a piece  of  woods 
about  1 mile  from  the  river. 

About  4 p.  m.  I received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  to 
send  one  section  of  artillery  to  a point  on  the  river  near  Christian’s 
farm,  which  he  informed  me  would  be  supported  by  one  squadron  of 
Colonel  Brien’s  cavalry.  I detached  Lieutenant  Galbraith’s  section, 
and  I am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Galbraith  that  he  came  into  battery 
in  time  to  fire  upon  two  transports,  conducted  by  a tug-boat,  compelling 
the  tug  to  cut  away  and  leave  the  transports  to  his  mercy.  Lieutenant 
Galbraith  sank  one  transport  and  damaged  the  other  greatly,  compell- 
ing the  crew  to  abandon  her  and  escape  to  the  opposite  shore.  Tbe 
enemy’s  gunboats  now  opened  [on]  this  section  and  Lieutenant  Gal- 
braith retired  in  good  order  under  his  fire  and  took  up  his  former 
position.  At  5 p.  m.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Lee  informed  me  that  nine 
transports  were  coming  up  the  river,  and  ordered  me  to  move  the 
artillery,  now  consisting  of  five  guns,  to  the  position  on  the  river  we 
occupied  in  the  morning.  The  transports  soon  came  in  sight,  convoyed 
by  three  gunboats.  They  consisted  of  eight  schooners,  two  abreast, 
towed  by  a steamboat.  The  channel  was  very  near  the  shore,  say  400 
yards,  and  they  were  fairly  within  our  range,  when  fire  was  opened 
there,  which  was  steadily  kept  up,  nearly  every  shot  taking  effect. 
The  enemy  from  his  gunboats  fired  upon  us  the  whole  time,  but  I am 
happy  to  say  the  artillery  sustained  no  damage.  The  transports  having 
been  towed  beyond  our  range,  we  retired  to  Charles  City  Court-House, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  fire  of  the  gunboats,  though 
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very  Lot,  was  not  replied  to  by  our  artillery,  and  we  did  not  condescend 
to  turn  a single  piece  of  artillery  upon  him,  which  seemed  to  exasperate 
the  enemy  to  such  an  extent  that  he  avenged  himself  by  shelling  the 
neighboring  farm-houses. 

Early  next  morning,  July  8, 1 was  ordered  to  move  down  the  Charles 
[City]  road  in  the  direction  of  Bottom’s  Bridge,  as  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing in  large  force  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Having  accom- 
plished our  object,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  ordered  the  artillery  to  their 
respective  camps. 

During  the  expedition  the  artillery  fired  172  rounds,  as  follows:  First 
Company,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery,  122;  Loudoun  Artillery, 
30 ; Stuart’s  artillery,  20.  Total,  172  rounds. 

The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  acted  with  their  usual 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  and  I would  respectfully  recommend 
them  to  your  kind  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  SQUIRES, 

Capt.j  Comdg.  First  Company,  Batt.  Washington  Artillery. 

Col.  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 


JULY  7-9,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Batt.,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Camp  near  YorJctown,  Va.,  July  10,  1862. 

Captain  : On  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant  I received  orders  from 
the  general  commanding  to  make  a reconnaissance  through  Gloucester, 
Matthews,  and  King  and  Queen  Counties.  1 accordingly  crossed  the 
river  with  200  men  of  Companies  B,  E,  L,  and  M.  Started  from  the 
other  side  (Gloucester  Point)  at  6 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
instant.  We  arrived  at  Gloucester  Court-House  about  11  o’clock,  and 
there  found  a great  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  it  being  court 
day.  I released  7 negroes  who  had  been  imprisoned  by  the  citizens, 
and  notified  the  inhabitants  that  if  they  arrested  negroes  without  cause, 
or  assisted  in  taking  citizens  of  the  county  who  had  deserted  the 
Southern  rebel  army  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  back  to  Richmond, 
or  arrested  the  Union  men  in  any  way,  they  would  be  themselves 
arrested  and  severely  punished.  I then  dispatched  Captain  Kleinz,  of 
'Company  E,  with  his  command  of  55  men,  to  the  right,  to  Matthews 
Court-House,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  Carter  B.  Hudgins,  who  had 
been  very  active  in  taking  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  and  then  to 
join  us  at  a point  called  Dragon  Ordinary,  on  the  road  to  King  and 
Queen  Court-House.  I proceeded  with  the  rest  of  my  command  on  the 
way  to  King  and  Queen  Court-House.  Ascertaining  at  Wood’s  Cross- 
Roads,  7 miles  from  Gloucester  Court-House,  that  it  was  8 miles  out  of 
the  direct  road  by  the  way  of  the  Dragon  Ordinary,  I dispatched  Cap- 
tain Faith  with  20  men  to  await  Captain  Kleinz  at  the  latter  point  and 
proceed  with  him  to  a small  place  called  Plain  View,  on  the  direct  road 
to  King  and  Queen  Court-House,  and  about  13  miles  from  Gloucester 
Court-House,  there  to  await  further  orders. 

With  Companies  B and  L I went  on  to  Corbin’s  Mill,  12  miles  from 
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King  and  Queen  Court-House  and  22  miles  from  Gloucester  CourU 
House,  and  there  encamped  for  the  night,  being  well  screened  from 
observation  from  all  sides.  Owing  to  the  excessive  heat  of  the  day 
most  of  the  horses  were  very  much  jaded.  One  of  the  team  horses  died 
during  the  night. 

On  the  next  morning  at  5 o’clock  I picked  out  20  men,  and  with  Cap- 
tain Hagemeister,  of  Company  L ; Adjt.  H.  A.  Yezin,  and  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel H.  Bayley,  proceeded  to  King  and  Queen  Court-House,  where  we 
arrived  at  6.30  a.  m.  There  were  no  white  men  in  the  place.  On  the 
road  there  we  met  with  but  two,  one  of  whom  gave  us  a letter  to  take  to 
Eichmond.  All  able-bodied  men  seemed  to  be  in  the  army.  Passing 
through  the  Court-House,  I proceeded  to  Frazier’s  Ferry,  on  the  Matta- 
pony  Eiver,  2 miles  from  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
communication  with  the  opposite  side.  I there  arrested  4 rebel  de- 
serters— 1 of  the  Forty-sixth  and  3 of  the  Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Kegi- 
ments — who  had  left  their  homes  near  Gloucester  Court-House  for  the 
purpose  of  rejoining  their  regiments,  evidently  fearing  that  since  our 
forces  had  evacuated  Gloucester  Point  they  might  be  taken  to  Eich- 
mond and  shot. 

Finding  that  a small  canoe  was  the  only  means  of  crossing  the  stream 
I did  not  wait  to  destroy  it.  Learning  that  a wagon  with  bacon,  eggs, 
and  other  provisions  had  left  the  Court-House  that  morning  one  hour 
and  a half  before  our  arrival  to  go  to  Eichmond,  and  that  no  troops 
of  either  side  had  been  in  that  neighborhood  since  the  evacuation  of 
Gloucester  Point  by  the  rebels,  I dispatched  Lieutenant  Bayley  with 
10  men  to  capture  it,  and  also  to  destroy  the  ferry  at  a place  called 
Walkerton,  on  the  Mattapony,  12  miles  from  the  Court-House,  and  sent 
the  prisoners  in  a wagon  with  three  of  the  men  to  the  main  command, 
12  miles  back.  With  Captain  Hagemeister,  Adjutant  Yezin,  and  7 
men  I awaited  Lieutenant  Bayley’s  return. 

About  3 p.  m.  a private  (Katzer),  of  Company  B,  galloped  into  town  and 
reported  that  Lieutenant  Bayley  had  been  wounded,  and  that  he  had  been 
cut  oft*  and  taken  prisoner  with  the  rest  of  the  men,  Niezer  being  the  only 
one  that  escaped;  that  the  farmers  were  armed  and  cx)llecting  where 
Bayley  was.  Considering  the  proximity  to  Eichmond  (the  place  where 
Lieutenant  Bayley  was  shot  being  only  19  miles  from  Eichmond),  and 
that  it  would  require  the  rest  of  the  day  to  bring  up  the  force  of  50  or 
60  men  from  the  mill,  12  miles  back;  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
rescue  our  men  or  to  effect  anything  in  the  thick  woods  in  that  country, 
and  that  as  we  should  have  to  remain  there  for  the  night  we  would  be 
almost  sure  of  being  cut  off,  I deemed  it  most  advisable  to  hurry  back 
to  our  small  command  and  take  up  the  march  to  Gloucester  Court- 
House,  which  I did,  arriving  there  at  11  o’clock  that  night,  the  8th 
instant.  Captain  Kleiuz  rejoined  me  next  day  at  noon.  He  had  not 
succeeded  in  arresting  Carter  B.  Hudgins.  I then  proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  I arrived  with  the  whole  of  my  command  in  the  evening. 

On  examining  Private  Niezer  more  closely  I learned  that  Lieutenant 
Bayley  had  overtaken  the  wagon  with  4 men,  one  of  whom  had  just 
come  from  Eichmond;  that  he  left  a corporal  and  5 men  to  guard  tliern, 
being  still  4 miles  from  Walkerton  Ferry,  and  that  he  went  to  Walker- 
ton  with  4 men.  He  entered  a store  there,  seeing  nothing  but  women, 
and  on  mounting  his  horse  again  live  or  six  shots  were  fired  from  the 
store;  Lieutenant  Bayley  wounded  in  the  shoulder  probably  with  foiu' 
buckshot  and  his  horse  killed.  Three  men  seized  him,  but  he  was  re- 
leased by  his  own  men,  one  of  the  enemy  being  killed;  jumped  on  the 
horse  of  a trooper  and  escaped  with  only  two  of  our  men,  the  others 
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having  fallen.  During  his  absence  a number  of  fanners  had  been  near 
the  wagon  and  threatened  that  the  guard  would  be  killed  if  the  wagon 
was  not  allowed  to  go  on.  Our  men  charged  on  them,  but  they,  being 
on  fresh  horses,  escaped.  On  the  way  back  armed  farmers  were  dis- 
covered on  either  side  of  the  road  in  the  woods  8 or  10  in  number.  The 
horses  being  very  weak  and  Lieutenant  Bayley  very  faint,  he  called 
for  two  of  the  men  to  volunteer  to  charge  through  and  bring  the  news 
to  me  at  the  Court-House,  8 miles  from  there.  Only  one  of  tlie  two  who 
ofiered  to  go  escaped.  Some  distance  farther  on  lie  was  fired  upon 
again  by  farmers  in  the  woods.  Those  men  who  fired  upon  Lieutenant 
Bayley  at  Walkerton  were  in  uniform,  perhaps  10  or  15  in  number, 
hidden  in  the  adjoining  woods.  The  soldier  that  escaped  saw  on  his 
way  back  tln-ee  farmers  with  guns  galloping  toward  the  place  where 
Lieutenant  Bayley  was  halted  with  his  men,  being  only  a mile  or  two 
from  him.  We  lost  Lieutenant  Bayley  (wounded),  1 corporal,  and  8 
privates,  2 or  3 of  the  latter  being  wounded  or  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WILSON, 

Major ^ Commanding  Battalion* 

Capt.  O.  S.  Haldeman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  9,  1862. — Reconnaissance  on  the  Long  Bridge  Road,  Va. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  S&th  Corps. 
No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


No;  1. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  FranMin,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Sixth 

Corps. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

July  9,  1862. 

General  : General  Davidson,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry,  went 
out  4 miles  on  the  Long  Bridge  road  this  morning,  where  he  came  upon 
the  enemy^s  rear  guard  of  cavalry.  Having  but  25  cavalry,  he  was 
unable  to  proceed  farther.  From  the  deserted  camps  that  he  passed  he 
judges  that  there  were  25,000  men  with  artillery  encamped  on  the  Long 
Bridge  road. 

I send  a Richmond  Dispatch  of  the  7th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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2. 

Eeport  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman^  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  10,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  that  yesterday  the  enemy  fell  back  on  the  Long 
Bridge,  about  3 miles  on  the  Charles  City,  road — not  quite  so  far.  He 
was  followed  and  pushed  by  the  First  Brigade  until  his  infantry  sup- 
ports were  brought  into  requisition.  On  the  Eichmond  road  he  was 
followed  until  the  pursuing  party  came  to  a flag  of  truce,  and  was  sent 
back  by  the  bearer.  This  morning  strong  parties  have  been  pushed 
out  in  every  direction. 

Commanding  officers  of  scouting  parties  and  brigade  commanders 
complain  that  the  men  of  their  commands  are  taken  away  by  generals, 
colonels,  and  other  officers  to  act  as  orderlies,  &c.  I have  the  honor 
to  request  that  the  general  commanding  give  directions  that  this  be 
stopped  in  future. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEO.  STONBMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 

General  Williams,  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  11,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing,  beyond  Charles 

City  Court-House,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Childs j Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

July  11 — 4 a.  m. 

Colonel  : I have  just  returned  from  reconnaissances  I was  directed 
to  make  beyond  Charles  City  Court-House  and  have  the  honor  to  report : 

Upon  reaching  the  Court-House  I sent  a party  out  each  of  the  roads 
leading  to  the  Chickahominy  and  James  Eiver  beyond  the  Court-House, 
^except  the  Long  Bridge  road,  over  which  I was  informed  a squadron  of 
.your  regiment  had  passed  yesterday  morning.  The  parties  went  to 
Jones’  Bridge,  Cole’s  Ferry,  Barrett’s  Ferry,  and  beyond  Sandy  Point, 
in  sight  of  Dancing  Point,  without  finding  the  enemy  in  any  instance. 
'The  officer  who  went  to  Jones’  Bridge  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and 
examined  the  country  for  a distance  of  a mile  or  two  above  and  below 
his  point  of  crossing,  without  finding  the  enemy.  Intelligent  contra- 
bands on  all  the  roads  and  at  the  court-house,  with  uncommon  una- 
nimity, informed  us  that  no  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  seen  since  Tues- 
day or  Wednesday  last,  on  which  latter  day  a force  of  some  300  cavalry 
passed  down  to  Sandy  Point,  but  returned  immediately.  I am  convinced 
there  is  now  no  force  of  any  kind  in  the  country  over  which  we  passed. 
I will  do  myself  the  honor  to  call  upon  you  this  morning  and  make  you 
a report  at  greater  length,  if  you  desire  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  CHILDS, 
Colonel  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Averell,  Comdg.  First  Brigade  Cavalry. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Cav.  Brigade,  July  11,  1862. 

Two  squadrons  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  went  to  within  3 miles 
of  Long  Bridge  last  night ; encountered  a light  cavalry  picket  of  the 
enemy ; killed  1,  dismounted  2,  and  captured  2 horses,  3 men,  and  went 
to  within  6 miles  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  without  further  signs  of  the 
enemy.  After  dark  the  vedettes  fired  upon  some  mounted  people  and 
the  fire  was  returned.  The  Lower  Ohickahominy  has  been  thoroughly 
reconnoitered,  without  finding  an  enemy.  The  roads  in  that  direction 
are  generally  laid  down  correctly  on  the  maps.  Captain  McArthur, 
with  a squadron  of  the  Fifth  United  States,  remained  out  on  the  Mne- 
mile  road  last  night  and  was  re-enforced  with  a squadron  of  the  First 
New  York  this  morning,  with  instructions  to  move  on. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


JULY  16,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Westover,  on  the  Richmond  Road. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Westover,  Va.,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  Captain  Harrison, 
Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  with  two  squadrons  of  his  regiment,  reconnoitered 
the  Eichmond  road,  which  leaves  the  first  Long  Bridge  road  about  3 
miles  beyond  its  junction  with  the  Charles  City  road.  Upon  the  Eich- 
mond road  he  went  about  4 miles,  finding  a picket  of  25  cavalry  and 
about  two  companies  of  infantry.  Prom  their  maneuvers  he  was  led 
to  believe  that  they  had  artillery  also.  This  impression  was  strength- 
ened by  the  statement  of  a contraband,  who  informed  him  that  they 
had  cannon  not  far  off.  After  a slight  carbine  skirmish,  which  resulted 
in  the  falling  back  of  the  rebel  cavalry  and  in  a display  of  the  above- 
mentioned  infantry  force,  he  retired  from  that  road,  and  proceeded  to 
Saint  Mary’s  Church,  on  the  Long  Bridge  road.  At  that  point  he  found 
a squadron  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  engaging  in  a desultorj^  combat 
with  about  100  rebel  cavalry  strongly  positioned  at  a barn.  Disposing 
a platoon  under  Lieutenant  Byrnes  to  engage  them  at  short  range  with 
a brisk  fire,  he  proceeded  to  cut  off  the  rebels  by  getting  in  their  rear. 
Unfortunately  he  was  discovered  by  them  before  he  could  reach  the 
desired  point,  upon  which  they  hastily  mounted  and  commenced  a dis- 
orderly retreat,  which  terminated  in  what  is  known  as  a skedaddle. 
He  made  a vigorous  pursuit  for  some  3 or  4 miles  to  within  a quarter 
of  a mile  of  Long  Bridge.  Although  three  saddles  of  the  enemy  were 
emptied.  Captain  Harrison  would  not  waste  time  in  ascertaining  if  the 
riders  were  killed. 

The  duty  of  yesterday  was  very  satisfactorily  performed  by  Captain 
Harrison. 

Last  night  10  men  were  stationed  with  the  infantry  pickets  on  the 
first  Long  Bridge  road,  and  10  at  Clarke’s  house,  on  the  second  road. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Alexander,  A.  A.  A.  G. 
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JULY  22,  1862. — Affair  near  Westover,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry^  com- 
manding Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Westover j July  23,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  nothing  of  interest 
occurred  on  the  first  Long  Bridge  road.  On  the  second  (Clarke’s) 
a company  proceeded  to  Saint  Mary’s  Church  and  returned,  establish- 
ing its  reserve  about  a mile  out  and  throwing  its  pickets  out  a mile 
farther.  Toward  evening  the  officer  in  command  (Captain  Taylor,  Fourth 
Pennsylvania)  was  proceeding  leisurely  up  the  road  to  visit  his  pickets, 
when  he  was  fired  upon  by  a concealed  party  of  4 or  5 and  slightly 
wounded  in  the  left  side.  The  party  escaped.  The  grounds  were 
thoroughly  searched  and  the  point  where  they  had  been  concealed  dis- 
covered. Some  loose  oats  in  the  sheaf  indicated  where  they  had  fed 
their  horses.  A negro  stated  that  the  party  was  not  composed  of  sol- 
diers, but  consisted  of  the  neighbors.  1 have  directed  an  investigation, 
and  shall  cause  the  arrest  of  such  parties  in  the  vicinity  as  may  be  im- 
plicated. I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a copy  of  my  instructions  to  the 
officer  in  command  of  a squadron  on  the  road  to-day.*  Colonel  Childs 
will  go  out  also  with  a party  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  trans- 
action of  yesterday. 

I regret  exceedingly  that  there  should  have  been  any  grounds  for 
complaints  of  the  condition  of  the  police,  &c.,  of  the  First  New  York 
Cavalry.  Now  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Schickfuss  has  assumed 
command  of  that  regiment  there  is  hope  for  a better  state  of  things.  I 
have  now  a hundred  spades  at  work,  and  soon  will  present  the  police 
of  the  brigade  in  an  improved  condition.  I have  the  honor  to  inclose 
the  report  of  the  brigade  officer  of  the  day  of  yesterday.*  Please  excuse 
the  delay  in  this  report,  as  it  has  been  caused  by  some  investigations. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYEEELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Oapt.  A.  J.  Alexander,  A.  A.  A.  G. 


JULY  22-30,  1862. — Scout  in  Eling  William,  King  and  Queen,  and  Glouces- 
ter Counties,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  W.  T.  RobinSj  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Yirginia  Cavalry, 

Camp  Cary, , 1862. 

Captain  : In  pursuance  of  orders  from  yourself  I proceeded  on  the 
morning  of  July  22,  with  a detail  of  90  men  and  3 commissioned  officers 
from  the  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  Eegiments  Yirginia  Cavalry, 
to  march  through  the  counties  of  King  William,  King  and  Queen,  and 
Gloucester  to  Gloucester  Point.  The  object  of  the  scout  was  the  arrest- 
ing and  bringing  to  the  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding  cav- 
alry brigade  all  deserters  and  disloyal  citizens  whom  I might  find  in 
those  counties. 


Not  found. 
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When  I arrived  in  King  and  Queen  County  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  had  landed  troops,  consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
at  Gloucester  Point  from  Yorktown,  on  the  opposit<‘  shore.  Not  being 
entirely  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  being  determined 
to  find  out  for  myself,  I did  not  discontinue  the  march,  but  i)roceeded 
to  Gloucester  Point,  having  thrown  forward  a reliable  scout,  in  order  to 
ascertoin  certainly  if  the  enemy  was  really  at  the  point  and  in  what 
force.  At  Plain  View  my  scouts  returned  with  the  information  that 
the  enemy  had  only  spent  a short  time  in  Gloucester,  and  had  again 
embarked  and  gone  back  to  York. 

Having  again  resumed  the  line  of  march,  1 advanced  the  main  column 
to  a point  about  4 miles  from  Gloucester  Point,  and  sent  forward  a 
small  party  and  established  my  pickets  at  that  i)oint,  in  full  sight  of 
the  enemy  at  York  and  his  gunboats  in  the  river,  in  order  that  I might 
watch  him  closely  to  prevent  his  either  landing  in  front  or  sending 
troops  up  the  river  to  cut  off  my  retreat. 

I found  in  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown  two  gunboats  and 
a large  transport.  I sent  a party  to  bum  the  huts  at  Gloucester  Point 
and  also  the  wharf  at  that  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  landing  of  cav- 
alry with  facility.  The  enemy  had  frequently  crossed  the  river  with 
ca  valry  and  had  harassed  the  citizens  of  Gloucester  and  King  and  Queen 
in  predatory  excursions.  I succeeded  in  committing  to  the  flames  the 
huts,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  a gunboat  lying  in  the  stream, 
which  did  not  cease  to  shell  the  party  during  the  accomplishment  of 
the  work,  with  no  casualty  to  us,  as  1 am  happy  to  inform  you.  The 
men,  having  been  accustomed  to  gunboats  at  the  White  House  and 
hther  points,  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  disturbed  by  the  large  shells 
that  were  thrown  far  over  their  heads,  shrieking  and  crashing  through 
the  woods  beyond.  I did  not  succeed  in  burning  the  wharf,  as  the  gun- 
boat, finding  out  my  intention,  took  up  a position  about  50  yards  from 
it,  and  from  which  she  could  sweep  it  with  grape  and  canister. 

I then  withdrew  the  column  to  Gloucester  Court-House,  leaving  a 
picket  at  the  point,  and  remained  at  the  former  place,  in  order  that  I 
might  be  able  to  continue  the  arresting  of  deserters  and  disloyal  per- 
sons, which  I had  commenced  immediately  upon  arriving  in  the  county. 
I succeeded  in  arresting  18  deserters,  3 disloyal  citizens,  and  3 free  ne- 
groes, charged  with  ferrying  over  to  the  enemy  runaway  slaves,  and 
also  arrested  and  brought  up  2 conscripts. 

Having  done  all  that  I could  at  the  time,  I took  up  the  line  of  march 
on  my  return  on  July  26.  Marching  by  easy  stages,  and  lying  over  one 
day  at  Walkerton,  in  King  and  Queen  County,  for  the  purpose  of  rest- 
ing the  horses,  I arrived  and  reported  to  you  on  July  30. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  all 
along  the  road  was  unprecedented.  There  are  in  those  counties  large 
quantities  of  grain  and  beef,  long  forage,  and  bacon.  The  citizens  of 
those  counties  urged  me  to  represent  to  the  general  commanding  the 
cavalry  the  necessity  of  keeping  a small  cavalry  force  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gloucester  Point,  say  one  squadron,  which  would  be  subsisted  (both 
men  and  horses)  without  expense  to  the  Government,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  road  leading  to  Richmond.  If  this  was  done,  large 
quantities  of  beef,  mutton,  bacon,  and  such  things  as  are  necessary  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  would  be  sent  to  the  latter  place.  This  force 
would  keep  open  the  road  to  Richmond  leading  from  the  counties  of 
King  and  Queen,  Essex,  Middlesex,  and  Matthews,  in  all  of  which 
counties  are  large  military  stores. 

While  at  Gloucester  Point  my  picket  reported  a large  transport  filled 
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with  men  leaving  the  wharf  at  York.  She  went  out  of  the  river  and 
returned  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours  light,  and  when  I left  was 
loading  with  stores  of  some  sort. 

The  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point  reported  to  me  that 
the  guns  in  the  fort  at  York  had  been  bursted  some  short  time  before. 
The  reports  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  evacuating  York- 
town. 


I am,  captain,  respectfully. 


W.  T.  EOBINS, 

First  Lieutenant j Commanding  Scout, 
Capt.  Norman  Fitzhugh,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  29,  1862.--Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing  to  Saint  Mary’s 

Church,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Alexander  P.  Duncan^  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Harrison’s  Landing,  July  29, 1862. 

In  accordance  with  orders  I proceeded  to  patrol  the  second  Long 
Bridge  road  as  far  as  Saint  Mary’s  Church.  So,  without  seeing  enemy, 
and  from  information  obtained  then  and  on  previous  occasions,  I ar- 
rested one  William  Bradley.  My  information  was  that  he  had  aided 
the  enemy  and  was  still  willing  to  do  so,  and  had  said  that  he  would 
on  no  condition  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I also  had  25  sheep  drove 
in,  which  were  represented  to  be  the  property  of  John  Clarke.  My  rea^ 
sons  for  driving  them  in  were  that  they  were  close  on  the  lines  of  the 
enemy’s  pickets  and  on  a plantation  belonging  to  a rebel  quartermas- 
ter. Also  that  the  enemy’s  pickets  or  scouts  were  in  the  habit  of  taking 
them  off  whenever  they  wished.  There  were  also  5 or  6 head  of  cattle 
brought  there  the  day  before  which  I have  no  doubt  will  be  sent  to 
Richmond,  if  not  brought  away. 

A.  P.  DUNCAN, 

Captain^  Comdg.  Company  F,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Colonel  Averell. 


JULY  31-AUGUST  1,  1862. — Attack  on  Union  camps  and  shipping  between 
Shirley  and  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va. 

i?,e;i>orts,  etc. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  with  orders,  &c. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  July  23-31. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  with  orders. 

No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan.,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Berkeley,  August  1,  1862 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Enemy  opened  with  light  guns  from  Coggins  Point  about  half  an  hour 
after  midnight.  Fire  very  heavy  for  more  than  half  an  hour — lasted 
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perhaps  an  hour.  Did  not  do  any  injury,  that  I can  learn  as  yet,  except 
one  man  hit  in  the  leg.  Firing  very  wild. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major- GeneraL 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley^  August  1,  1862. 

General  : About  12.30  last  night  the  enemy  quietly  placed  two  or- 
three  batteries  of  field  guns  on  Coggins  Point  and  at  the  Euffin. 
house,  and  opened  a very  warm  fire  upon  our  vessels,  depot,  and  camps 
near  the  river.  The  gunboats  happened  to  be  some  3 miles  up  the  river, 
prepared  to  meet  the  Merrimac  No.  2 and  her  consort,  which  had  been 
reported  to  be  on  their  way  down  from  Eichmond.  One  boat  only,  I 
think,  was  near  at  hand. 

For  about  half  an  hour  the  fire  was  very  hot,  the  shells  falling  every 
where  from  these  headquarters  to  Westover;  but  as  the  gunboats  and 
some  of  our  own  heavy  guns  were  brought  into  action  the  enemy  ceased 
firing  and  withdrew  his  guns.  No  damage  of  the  slightest  consequence 
was  done  to  any  of  the  vessels  or  depots,  so  far  as  I saw.  We  lost  10 
men  killed  and  12  wounded.  Some  half  a dozen  horses  were  killed  and 
one  wagon  smashed.  To-day  all  has  been  quiet. 

I sent  a party  across  the  river  this  afternoon  to  the  Euf&n  house,  with 
orders  to  fell  the  timber  which  partially  obstructed  the  view  of  the  open 
ground  beyond,  to  burn  the  Euffin  house,  with  all  its  outbuildings,  they 
having  been  used  as  covers  and  posts  of  observation  by  the  enemy’s 
pickets.  This  was  successfully  executed  without  meeting  auy  opposi- 
tion, the  enemy’s  pickets  retiring  as  our  party  advanced.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  cut  away  a little  more  timber  there  in  the  morning.  I shall 
also  send  a party  to  Coggins  Point  to-morrow  evening  to  cut  some  tim- 
ber there  and  to  cover  a reconnaissance  of  that  position  with  a view  to 
its  occupation. 

To  occupy  that  point  in  sufficient  force  Burnside’s  troops,  at  least  a 
respectable  portion  of  them,  should  be  placed  at  my  disposal. 

Your  telegrams  in  regard  to  the  reported  evacuation  of  Eichmond  are 
received.  I know  nothing  to  confirm  that  supposition.  To  press  the 
enemy,  as  you  suggest,  we  must  first  gain  possession  of  Malvern  Hill, 
which  I will  take  steps  to  do  to-morrow.  I had  prepared  yesterday  tO' 
effect  that  object  to-night,  but  some  unforeseen  obstacles  made  it  neces- 
sary to  defer  it.  The  enemy  is  in  some  little  force  at  Malvern,  and  it 
may  give  rise  to  something  more  than  a mere  affair  of  pickets.  At  all 
events  I wish  to  try  to  catch  a portion  of  his  force  there,  if  not  the 
whole. 

I will  begin  to-morrow  to  remove,  with  the  means  of  transportation 
now  at  my  disposal,  some  of  the  worst  cases  of  sickness— such  as  the 
typhoid  cases,  &c. 

I would  suggest  that,  if  possible,  hospitals  of  sufficient  capacity  may 
be  set  aside  for  the  sole  use  of  this  army. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  jmu  that  the  health  of  the  troops  is 
constantly  improving.  I hope  to  have  by  Sunday  a very  correct  re- 
turn of  the  army,  condition  of  the  sick,  &c. 

The  supplies  in  the  way  of  rations  and  forage  are  all  that  can  be  de- 
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sired;  the  men  have  an  abundance  of  fresh  vegetables,  and  are  rapidly 
being  supplied  with  fresh  bread. 

I had  a large  party  of  cavalry  yesterday  at  Jones^  Bridge ; two  squad- 
rons crossed  the  Ohickahominy  and  communicated  near  Diascund 
Bridge  with  the  cavalry  pickets  from  Williamsburg.  All  quiet  in  that 
direction. 

In  the  direction  of  Malvern  we  have  the  usual  daily  skirmishes  close 
by  Turkey  Bridge  and  beyond  the  mill. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoOLELLAN, 
Major-General,  XT,  8,  Army. 

P.  S. — ^August  2,  7 a.  m.  No  firing  during  the  night. 

Maj,  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Commanding  U,  8.  Army, 


No.  2. 


Report  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee^  0,  8.  Army,  with  orders,  &c. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  28,  1862. 

Sir  : General  D.  H.  Hill  has  been  directed  to  proceed  with  picked 
troops  and  about  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  to  old  Fort  Powhatan  to  en- 
deavor to  cut  off  General  McOlellaffs  communication  by  the  river.  I 
have  ordered  General  Pendleton  with  five  of  his  reserve  batteries — the 
two  32-pounders,  the  long  32-pounder  (Long  Tom),  and  the  18-pounder, 
aU  on  siege  carriages — on  the  same  expedition.  I know  of  no-  heavier 
blow  that  could  be  dealt  General  McClellan’s  army  than  to  cut  off  his 
communication.  It  would  obUge  him  to  break  up  from  his  position 
and  retire  at  least  to  the  broad  part  of  the  river.  But  if  this  cannot 
be  done,  the  attempt,  if  partially  successful,  will  anchor  him  in  his 
present  position,  from  which  he  would  not  dare  to  advance,  so  that  I 
can  re-enforce  Jackson  without  hazard  to  Eichmond,  and  thus  enable 
him  to  drive,  if  not  destroy,  the  miscreant  Pope. 

I am  particularly  anxious  that  our  newspapers  may  not  give  the 
enemy  notice  of  our  intentions,  and  have  directed  General  Hill,  in 
order  to  cover  his  movement,  to  say  he  was  moving  against  Suffolk 
or  Norfolk,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  our  countrymen.  I leave  it 
for  you  to  judge  whether  an  enigmatical  paragraph  in  the  Dispatch  to 
that  effect  or  entire  silence  may  be  most  advisable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

8ecretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  28,  1862. 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I have  deter- 
mined to  send  General  Pendleton,  with  certain  of  his  batteries,  as  you 


Chap.  XXin.J  ATTACK  ON  UNION  SHIPPING.  937 


will  see  by  the  copy  of  the  order  inclosed,  for  service  on  the  mission 
contemplated. 

• You  will  please  select  some  of  your  best  men  for  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  and  I would  suggest  Brigadier-General  French  as  a suitable 
officer  to  command,  inasmuch  as  he  has  already  had  considerable  ex- 
perience in  this  way  on  the  Potomac. 

Your  supporting  force  you  will  regulate  by  the  necessities  of  the 
service,  and  your  cavalry — which  should  be  vigilant — will  be  used  to 
inform  you  of  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  interfere  with  your 
operations, 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  LFF, 

General. 


, Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding^  &c. 


[Inclosure.  ] 


Special  Orders, 
NTo.  165. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  28,  1862. 


##**#** 

X.  General  W.  N.  Pendleton,  commanding  Reserve  Artillery  Corps, 
will  select  five  of  his  best  and  longest-range  light  batteries,  and  with  the 
32-pounders  on  siege-carriages,  and  the  long  32  and  18  pounders,  also 
on  siege  carriages,  proceed  to  the  south  side  of  James  River,  and  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  for  duty. 

XI.  Maj.  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  P.  A.  G.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with,  and 
will  immediately  report  for  duty  to.  General  W.  N.  Pendleton. 


* * * * 
By  command  of  General  Lee : 


* * * 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General  : Your  letter  of  to-day  has  been  received.*  1 have  written 
you  that  General  Pendleton  will  be  sent  to  you.  There  are  risks  which 
we  must  take,  and  I wish  you  to  make  the  attempt  to  damage  the 
enemy  by  all  means,  at  the  same  time  guarding  against  unnecessary 
loss.  McClellan  will  not  be  able  to  throw  any  large  body  of  men 
across  the  river  if  he  is  pressed  on  this  side.  I am  not  certain  that 
Coggins  Point  is  as  good  for  your  purpose  as  Fort  Powhatan  or  some 
point  m the  neighborhood  below,  as  that  would  cut  off  his  communica- 
tions more  effectually  perhaps.  Your  proposed  disposition  of  General 
Anderson  and  General  French  is  satisfactory,  except  that  it  will  be 
best  to  avail  yourself  of  French’s  aid  in  your  operations  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  before  placing  him  permanently  in  Petersburg. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters,  August  2,  18G2. 

General:  I am  glad  to  learn  b}-  your  dispatch*  that  your  attack 
upon  the  enemy’s  shipping  was  successful  and  that  they  were  driven 
from  their  moorings.  Any  positive  damage  inflicted  upon  their  ves- 
sels, &c.,  was  of  course  a positive  gain  to  us.  But  this  does  not  sat- 
isfy the  object  I had  in  view.  My  desire  was  for  you  to  cut  off  their 
communication  by  the  river,  if  practicable,  or  should  this  be  impossible, 
to  render  it  so  insecure  and  precarious  as  to  oblige  General  McClellan 
to  abandon  his  position,  or  at  least  to  prevent  any  advance  or  attack 
on  his  part.  This  will  require  continuous  and  systematic  efibrt  and  a 
well-digested  plan.  To  form  the  latter  the  river  bank  below  Coggins 
Point  should  be  examined,  and  the  best  modes  of  approach  and  retreat 
ascertained.  The  artillery  officers  and  others  that  will  have  to  operate 
can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  the  enemy’s  vessels  should  be  driven 
from  every  position  we  can  reach.  If  the  site  of  old  Port  Powhatan 
can  be  held,  the  passage  of  his  transports  will  be  arrested.  If  it  can- 
not, there  are  points  below  and  above  that  can  be  temporarily  occupied, 
and  by  seizing  several  at  the  same  and  different  times  the  enemy  will 
be  annoyed  and  harassed  and  will  lose  confidence  and  security  in  their 
position.  I wish  you  would  see  what  can  be  done  in  this  way.  A suffi- 
cient force  of  infantry,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  necessary  for  the  guns, 
which  could  be  at  hand  in  covered  spots  to  be  used  if  required.  Cav- 
alry will  also  be  required  to  give  you  information  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

General  D.  H.  Hill,  Gomdg.  Dept.  South  of  James  River. 


Headquarters,  August  2,  1862. 

General  : I am  pleased  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  the  1st*  that  two 
of  the  enemy’s  transports  were  burned  in  your  attack  of  Thursday  night 
and  the  rest  driven  off. 

I had  written  to  you  this  morning,  giving  my  views  and  explaining 
the  object  desired. 

I regret  that  you  had  no  incendiary  shells,  and  have  directed  Colonel 
Alexander  to  have  some  prepared  for  your  12-pounders,  as  they  prob- 
ably will  be  the  largest  caliber  you  can  rely  on  for  general  service. 

I will  direct  the  revolving  gun  you  desire  to  be  sent  yon.  I do  not 
know  whether  we  have  any  of  the  rockets  you  mention,  but  if  there  are 
they  shall  be  sent,  too. 

I desire  you  to  continue  your  attacks  as  long  and  as  continuously  as 
you  can  make  them  effective,  and  to  use  all  the  force  in  your  depart- 
ment. The  supporting  force  will  be  necessary,  but  if  kept  back  or 
under  cover  from  shells  I think  the  risk  would  be  small.  But  if  you 
can  accomplish  the  object  any  risk  would  be  justifiable,  for  it  would 
break  up  McClellan.  I wish  you,  however,  to  exercise  your  good  judg- 
ment as  to  the  manner  and  mode  of  attack,  and  to  take  every  precau- 
tion to  spare  your  men. 

The  force  could  encamp  near  the  scene  of  action.  I do  not  at  this 
distance  see  the  necessity  of  its  retiring  to  Petersburg.  It  would  save 
men  and  horses. 


Not  found. 
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The  prisoners,  save  the  invalids,  will  be  marched  to  Aiken’s  j but 
they  will  use  their  eyes  on  this  side,  too. 

I informed  you  to-day  that  ours  were  reported  to  be  coming  j so  you 
must  be  careful. 

Make  your  blows  heavy,  and  as  quick  as  you  can.  Use  all  your 
infantry.  If  necessary,  keep  Anderson’s  division  at  work. 

Very  truly. 


It.  U.  LUU. 


General  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding  South  of  James  River, 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen,  Daniel  H,  Hill,  G,  S,  Army,  of  operations  July  23-31* 

Headquapters  Division, 

, , 1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand from  the  battles  around  Eichmond  until  after  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg : 

,On  July  23  I was  detached  from  my  division  and  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Department  of  the  South  Side,  extending  from  Drewry’s  Bluff 
to  the  South  Carolina  line.  As  General  McClellan  was  then  at  West- 
over,  on  the  James  [River],  some  30  miles  from  Richmond,  and  it  was 
thought  he  might  attempt  an  advance  by  the  south  side,  my  first 
attention  was  given  to  the  defenses  in  that  direction.  Heavy  details 
were  made  from  the  division  and  two  brigades  near  the  bluff  to  com- 
l)lete  a line  of  intrenchments  around  it  and  controlling  the  Petersburg 
road. 

Not  a spadeful  of  earth  had  been  thrown  up  about  Petersburg,  and 
it  was  in  a wholly  defenseless  condition.  A system  of  fortifications 
was  begun  (which  subsequently  met  the  approval  of  the  chief  engineer, 
Col.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army),  and  the  brigades  of  Ransom,  Walker, 
and  Daniel  were  put  to  work  on  it.  About  1,000  negroes  were  pro- 
cured, chiefly  from  North  Carolina,  and  employed  in  like  manner.  Pon- 
toon bridges  were  constructed  at  several  points,  to  make  the  connection 
rapid  and  secure  between  the  two  positions  to  be  secured.  The  de- 
fenses of  the  Api)omattox  were  also  strengthened,  and  a movable  car 
planned  and  ordered  to  prevent  a landing  at  City  Point.  An  effort 
was  made  to  organize  and  make  efficient  the  numerous  independent 
companies  in  the  department,  which  had  been  of  little  use  and  much 
expense  to  the  country.  A concentration  of  these  troops  at  Weldon 
and  Goldsborough  was  ordered,  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  our  impor- 
tant lines  southward. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  I made  a personal  examination  of  the  Yankee 
shipping  and  encampment  on  the  28th  instant,  and  determined  to  attack 
it  from  Coggins  Point  and  Maycox’s,  on  the  south  side.  This  expedi- 
tion was  intrusted  to  Brigadier- General  French,  and  was  a complete 
success.  Forty- three  pieces,  under  command  of  General  Pendleton 
and  Col.  J.  T.  Brown,  were  placed  in  position,  on  the  night  of  the  3l8t, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  within  easy  range  of  the  objects  to  be  reached. 
Much  damage  was  done  to  the  Yankee  shipping,  some  destruction  of 
life  caused  in  the  camp,  and  the  wildest  terror  and  consternation  pro- 
duced. 
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The  report  of  General  French  is  herewith  submitted.  This  officer 
had  charge  of  the  expedition,  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  General  Lee. 

Doubtless  the  night  attack  had  much  to  do  with  the  evacuation  of 
Westover,  as  it  made  McClellan  feel  that  his  shipping  was  insecure. 
Two  days  after  he  took  possession  of  Coggins  Point,  and  maintained  a 
force  on  the  south  side  till  he  left  the  river. 

His  gunboats  were  attacked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox,  and 
points  were  selected  for  the  further  harassing  of  his  shipping. 

An  expedition  was  sent  out,  under  Col.  J.  E.  Chambliss,  to  within  2 
miles  of  Suffolk. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  defense  of  the  Blackwater,  Chowan, 
and  Tar  Eivers,  and  a point  selected  for  fortifications  on  the  Roanoke, 
to  secure  Weldon.* 

*###**« 


Respectfully  submitted. 


General  R.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant' General. 


D.  H.  HILL,  . 
Major-General. 


m.  4. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  French^  G.  8.  Army.,  with  orders. 

Petersburg,  Ya.,  August  1,  1862. 
We  attacked  the  shipping  and  camps  of  the  enemy  at  Shirley  last 
night  at  1 a.  m.  with  about  forty  guns  very  successfully.  It  was  a 
complete  surprise. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigadier- General. 

General  S.  Cooper. 


Headquarters  , 
Petersburg,  Ya.,  August  21,  1862. 

General:  Numerous  causes  have  prevented  my  sending  you  a 
report  ere  this  of  an  attack  on  the  shipping  and  camp  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan by  the  expedition  under  my  command  on  the  night  of  July  31 
last. 

On  the  morning  of  July  29  you  directed  me  to  have  the  brigades 
commanded  by  Colonels  Manning  and  Daniel  ready  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing night,  but  when  I had  an  interview  that  evening  at  10  p.  m. 
you  directed  me  to  have  them  move  at  7 o’clock  the  next  morning, 
together  with  six  batteries  of  field  artillery.  All  started  at  the  hour 
named,  and,  according  to  instructioTis,  halted  at  a saw  mill  some  7 
miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Coggins  Point.  I left  Petersburg  at  10 
a.  m.,  and  on  arriving  at  the  mill  found  you,  in  company  with  General 
W.  N.  Pendleton,  of  the  artillery,  who  had  marched  there  under  your 
orders,  in  command  of  thirty-two  field  guns  and  four  siege  pieces. 


Remoiuder  of  report  relates  to  events  in  Northern  Virginia,  &c.,  subsequent  to 
August  13,  1862,  and  will  be  found  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XII. 
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Although  you  had  on  the  day  previous  shown  me  General  Lee’s 
letter,  suggesting  that  I would  have  charge  of  the  expedition,  it  was 
there  for  the  first  made  known  to  me  that  you  designed  the  attack  to 
be  made  at  night,  and  showed  me  some  sketches  of  Coggins  Point,  a 
sort  of  peninsula,  around  which  the  James  Kiver  sweeps,  diminishing  its 
width  to  about  1,000  yards,  and  directly  opposite  to  which  is  Harri- 
son’s Landing.  Beyond  this  landing  were  large  encampments  of  the 
enemy,  his  shipping  extending  above  and  below  for  a distance  of  2 
miles. 

No  time  could  be  lost  j so,  in  company  with  General  Pendleton  and 
some  of  his  field  officers,  I proceeded  to  examine  the  ground  and  select 
positions  for  the  guns  and  observe  the  enemy.  This  reconnaissance 
occupied  us  until  about  9 o’clock,  and  caused  a delay  in  the  advance 
of  the  artillery.  On  our  return  we  met  the  advance  guns  and  ordered 
them  to  be  halted,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Pendleton  I deter- 
mined to  report  to  you  that  an  attack  could  not  be  made  that  night, 
chiefly  because  the  night  was  far  advanced,  the  darkness  intense,  and 
that  many  of  the  officers  who  would  command  batteries  had  not  exam- 
ined the  ground,  the  roads,  nor  the  shipping  they  designed  to  fire  on, 
and  many  pieces  of  artillery  were  far  in  the  rear. 

I found  you  at  the  Merchant’s  Hope  Church,  where  you  had  posted 
the  two  brigades  of  infantry.  In  company  with  General  Pendleton  I 
explained  to  you  the  necessity  of  delaying  the  attack.  You  expressed 
apprehensions  of  a failure  if  not  made  at  once,  believing  our  position 
and  forces  would  be  discovered  by  the  enemy  on  the  morrow,  and  then, 
announcing  that  the  expedition  was  under  my  command,  informed  me 
you  would  return  to  Petersburg. 

The  balance  of  the  night  was  mostly  passed  in  placing  the  different 
batteries  in  the  shelter  of  the  woods  to  prevent  them  being  seen  by  re- 
connaissances from  the  balloons  of  the  enemy.  Thus  it  was  4 a.  m.  be- 
fore the  men  or  horses  got  any  rest. 

The  better  to  secure  success  I found  it  necessary  to  order  the  par- 
ticular part  that  each  command  was  to  perform,  and  directed  that  the 
officers  of  artillery  who  were  to  command  guns  should  be  sent  to  pass 
over  the  intricate  roads,  the  difficult  grounds,  and  examine  the  sites 
selected  for  the  batteries,  and  erect  stakes  to  direct  the  fire  of  their  guns 
at  night  according  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  not  ad- 
mitting the  advantageous  use  of  all  the  guns,  some  seventy  in  number, 
it  was  deemed  best  to  leave  the  lighter  ones  behind. 

All  being  in  readiness,  and  finding  the  enemy  had  not  discovered  us 
from  their  reconnaissance  in  their  balloon,  at  4 p.  m.  Colonel  Brown 
proceeded  to  Maycox’s  farm,  opposite  Westover,  with  twelve  guns; 
Colonel  Coleman  followed  to  Coggins  Point  with  eight  12-pounder  how- 
itzers ] Major  Nelson,  with  eight  guns,  to  a position  on  his  left,  higher 
up  the  bank  of  the  river ; Colonel  Cutts,  with  eleven  long-range  guns, 
still  above  Major  Nelson,  and  Captains  Dabney  and  Milledge  were,  each 
with  two  siege  guns,  to  take  position  one-fourth  of  a mile  below  the 
dwelling  of  Mr.  Ruffin,  making  forty-three  guns  in  all. 

As  night  approached  thousands  of  lights  from  the  shipping  and  their 
tents  disclosed  the  objects  for  attack.  The  guns  were  silently  conducted 
over  the  difficult  grounds  and  winding  roads,  and  before  12  [o’clock] 
all  the  guns  were  in  position  (except  two  siege  guns,  under  charge  of 
Captain  Milledge)  awaiting  action.  Silence  as  profound  as  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  reigned  in  the  enemy’s  camps.  At  a signal  the  thun- 
der of  over  forty  guns  startled  them  from  their  midnight  slumbers. 
From  the  screams,  scenes  of  wild  confusion  must  have  followed,  as  sail- 
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ors  rushed  on  the  decks  of  their  vessels  and  soldiers  fled  from  their  tents 
in  midnight  darkness  amid  bursting  shells  falling  fast  around  them. 
The  gunboats  soon  returned  the  fire,  and  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  a rapid  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  their  land  batteries,  but 
without  any  damage,  many  of  the  shots  passing  over  the  whole  length 
of  the  point  or  peninsula.  The  red  glare  of  the  fire  of  so  many  guns 
and  exploding  shells  on  such  a night  is  seldom  witnessed.  Gradually 
the  firing  on  our  point  ceased  and  the  guns  were  withdrawn  under  a 
heavy  fire.  The  rain,  the  difficulty  of  seeing  the  roads  at  all,  and  the 
exposed  position  of  the  peninsula  induced  us  to  leave  the  caissons  be- 
hind with  the  baggage  wagons,  and  thus  the  number  of  rounds  to  be 
fired  was  limited ; over  a thousand  were  fired  on  our  part. 

What  damage  we  inflicted  on  their  vessels  and  their  camps  probably 
will  never  be  made  known  j but  considering  that  many  of  the  guns 
were  within  from  1,000  yards  to  a mile  of  the  transports,  and  that  be- 
hind them  was  one  vast  encampment,  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise 
than  destructive.  Subsequent  information  from  deserters  and  prisoners 
and  friends  place  the  men  killed  at  over  40,  and  of  their  horses  a greater 
number.  Many  transport  steamers  appeared  in  Norfolk  greatly  dam- 
aged shortly  after  the  attack. 

Our  loss  from  the  enemy  was  1 man  killed  and  2 wounded.  Three 
men  were  wounded  by  the  careless  and  premature  discharge  of  one  of 
our  guns  and  2 men  slightly  injured  by  the  overturning  of  a gun  in 
the  road. 

I am  indebted  to  General  Pendleton  and  the  officers  under  him  for 
the  careful  and  successful  execution  of  the  parts  assigned  them.  Colonels 
Manning’s  and  Daniel’s  brigades,  and  Major  Eoss,  of  the  Second  Georgia 
Battalion,  at  Euffin’s  house,  protected  the  whole  of  the  attack.  Gen- 
eral Eansom’s  brigade  guarded  the  City  Point  road  7 miles  from  Peters- 
burg. 

Maj.  A.  Anderson,  Lieut.  0.  D.  Myers,  Capt.  J.  A.  Baker,  Lieutenant 
Shingleur,  Captain  Overton,  and  Lieutenant  Storrs,  members  of  my 
staff,  rendered  valuable  services. 

Of  the  command  exposed  to  fire  all  behaved  well  except  some  privates 
belonging  to  the  siege  pieces. 

I inclose  the  report;  of  General  Pendleton. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Brigadier-  General. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


Special  Orders.]  Headquarters,  July  31,  1862. 

I.  General  D.  H.  Hill  having  been  called  to  Petersburg,  the  under- 
signed is  placed  by  the  general  in  command  of  this  expedition. 

II.  All  the  artillery  is  x>fficed  under  the  command  of  General  Pen- 
dleton. He  will  i)lace  it  in  the  positions  selected  as  soon  after  dark  as 
possible,  and  he  will  have  it  done  with  great  silence,  cautioning  all 
officers  and  men  not  to  speak  loudly. 

III.  General  Pendleton  will,  without  exciting  the  suspicions  of  the 
enemy  by  being  seen,  make  a reconnaissance  of  the  grounds  again  with 
his  officers  and  then  dispose  of  his  artillery  accordingly. 

In  opening  fire  on  the  enemy  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  commence 
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from  the  point  nearest  the  enemy,  and  that  it  be  kept  up  vigorously 
until  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  fieet  becomes  dangerous,  when  the  pieces 
from  the  point  will  be  withdrawn,  to  be  followed  by  the  others.  Not 
more  than  one  caisson  will  move  with  each  battery,  and  those  will  be 
divested  of  two  ammunition-chests  which  will  be  i)ut  where  they  can 
be  easily  replaced  on  the  carriages. 

IV.  One  ambulance  will  accompany  each  battery. 

V.  The  Georgia  Battalion  will  move  after  dark  to  a pontoon  near  Mr. 
Euffin’s. 

VI.  On  the  return  of  the  artillery  Colonel  Daniel  will  be  in  readiness 
with  his  brigade  to  move  in  advance,  and  Colonel  Manning  will  follow 
the  artillery  as  soon  as  it  shall  pass  him. 

VII.  All  noise,  all  fires,  and  approach  during  the  day  when  a soldier 
can  be  seen  by  the  enemy  is  forbidden,  the  whole  being  a secret  expe- 
dition. 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  N.  Pendleton,  G.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps, 

Near  Petersburg,  August  9,  1862. 

General  : The  report  of  our  operations  in  attacking  the  enemy’s 
shipping  near  Coggins  Point,  on  the  night  of  July  31,  which  I now 
have  the  honor  to  submit,  has  been  delayed  by  the  absence  on  other 
duty  of  one  of  the  officers,  from  whom  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  some 
important  facts : 

General  Lee  having  intimated  to  me  on  Monday,  July  28,  his  wish 
to  effect  something  against  the  enemy’s  boats  by  artillery  on  this  side 
of  James  Eiver,  and  my  services  having  been  tendered  and  accepted 
for  conducting  the  expedition,  I detailed  from  the  Eeserve  Artillery 
under  my  command  near  Eichmond  a force  deemed  sufficient  for  the 
service  and  placed  it  en  route  for  Petersburg  early  on  Tuesday,  29th. 
This  force  consisted  of  certain  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries  from 
Colonel  Brown’s  artillery  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutts’  and  Major 
Nelson’s  artillery  battalions — in  all,  thirty- two  field  pieces — and  two 
heavy  rifles  on  siege  carriages,  manned  by  Captain  Dabney,  with  the 
men  and  horses  of  Captain  Milledge’s  artillery  company,  from  Major 
Eichardson’s  battalion,  to  ojjerate  two  other  large  rifles  transported  by 
railroad. 

The  command  reached  Petersburg  by  sunset  July  29.  General  D.  H. 
Hill,  commanding,  having  been  reported  to  early  in  the  day  by  telegram 
and  later  by  a member  of  my  staff',  sent  forward  for  the  purpose,  we  en- 
camped that  evening  a short  distance  beyond  the  city,  on  the  Suffolk 
road. 

About  midnight  a dispatch  from  General  Hill  was  brought  me,  indi- 
catiug  Coggins  Point  as  our  destination,  and  directing  me  to  have  my 
command  ready  to  march  early  the  next  morning.  Meantime  Major 
Allen,  of  Claremont,  arrived  at  Mr.  Hare’s,  where  I was  lodging,  and 
gave  me  information  deemed  valuable  respecting  the  river  and  the 
sljii)i)ing.  This  we  proceeded  very  early  on  the  30th  to  submit  to  Gen- 
eral Hill.  He  had,  however,  set  out,  and  ijrefefred  not  halting  for  con- 
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versation  j and  as  Major  Allen’s  duty  lay  in  a different  direction,  we 
could  make  but  slight  use  of  his  knowledge. 

The  infantry  force  and  several  batteries  brought  by  General  Hill 
and  the  artillery  under  my  command  reached  Perkinson’s  saw  mill, 
some  7 miles  below,  by  10  o’clock  and  there  halted.  Within  an  hour 
or  two  you  arrived,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  fleet,  &c.,  was  to  be 
attacked  the  approaching  night. and  that  you  were  to  superintend  the 
expedition.  After  some  consultation  it  was  determined  to  move  the 
whole  force  forward  about  2 miles  and  there  leave  wagons  and  cais- 
sons. Colonel  Brown  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  were  detailed 
with  certain  batteries  to  i)roceed  to  Hood’s  Point,  or  to  Claremont  if 
necessary  and  practicable.  The  other  guns  were  to  be  taken  by  their 
proper  commanders,  when  notified,  to  ])ositions  which  adequate  recon- 
naissances might  indicate  as  best.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutts,  Major 
Nelson,  and  Captain  Dabney  were  summoned  to  accompany  yourself 
and  myself,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  each  staff,"  on  this 
reconnaissance.  The  tour  proved  laborious  and  perplexing.  The 
enemy’s  shipping  lay  crowded  before  us,  but  positions  were  difficult  of 
access  and  a night  approach  required  great  care.  In  consequence,  sev- 
eral hours  of  the  night  had  passed  before  notice  to  advance  could  be 
given  the  batteries.  In  the  haste  and  dark  a mistake  occurred  also 
respecting  the  force  for  Colonel  Brown.  This  led  to  additional  delay, 
and  I became  satisfied  the  movement  was  too  much  hurried  and  con- 
fused for  success  that  night.  This  judgment  was  concurred  in  by  all 
my  field  officers,  and  I was  happy  to  find  it  sanctioned  by  yourself  so 
soon  as  communicated.  We  therefore  resolved  to  waive  further  pro- 
ceedings and  to  report  to  General  Hill.  He  kindly  acquiesced,  though 
much  disai)poiuted  and  anticipating  failure  the  next  night  from  the 
probable  disclosure  of  our  movements  to  and  preparation  for  it  by  the 
enemy  the  ensuing  day. 

By  the  time  our  force  was  replaced  in  position  not  to  be  seen  from  the 
enemj^’s  balloon  when  it  should  go  up  in  the  morning  day  had  dawned, 
and  no  rest  or  refreshment  had  yet  been  taken  by  men  or  horses. 

In  the  early  forenoon  of  the  31st,  General  Hill  having  returned  to 
his  more  comprehensive  duties  in  Petersburg  and  committed  the  expe- 
dition to  us,  you  issued  instructions  for  a systematic  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  infantry  and  all  toward  success  that  night,  and  I sketched 
and  submitted  to  the  artillery  officers  an  exact  programme  for  tlieir 
proceeding.  Colonel  Brown  was  to  take  Maycox’s  twelve  guns,  viz, 
four  10-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  four  12-pounder  how- 
itzers, and  two  6-pounders,  under  Captains  Watson  and  Macon  and 
Lieutenants  Thurmond  and  Pegram.  He  was  to  move  by  4 p.  m.,  so 
as  to  approach  his  position  about  dusk.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman 
was  to  take  to  Coggins  Point,  on  its  right,  eight  12-pounder  how- 
itzers, under  Captains  Dance  and  Joseph  Graham  and  Lieutenant 
Griffin;  Major  Nelson  also  to  take  to  Coggins  Point,  on  its  left,  eight 
guns,  viz,  two  10-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  two  3-inch  rifles,  two  12-pounder 
howitzers,  and  two  6-pounders,  under  Captains  Huckstep  and  E.  C.  M. 
Page  and  Lieutenant  Woodroof;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cutts,  to  a point 
considerably  farther  on  the  left,  eleven  long-range  guns,  viz,  eight  Par- 
rott rifles,  two  3-inch  rifles,  and  one  Napoleon,  under  Captains  Lane 
and  Boss  and  Lieutenant  Eobertson,  and  Claptain  Dabney  (Major  Lewis 
not  having  then  arrived  to  command  the  heavy  battery),  to  a position 
still  farther  back  on  the  left,  near  Mr.  Euffin’s  residence,  the  four  large 
rifles,  to  be  operated  by  Captain  Milledge  and  himself.  The  field  and 
company  officers  assigned  each  position  were  directed  to  make,  as  care- 
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fully  as  possible,  special  examinations  of  their  respective  localities  and 
to  adjust  guide  posts  for  pointing  their  guns. 

By  6 p.  m.  the  column  was  in  motion,  utmost  silence  being  enjoined 
upon  all.  Dark  came  early  and  was  very  intense  by  reason  of  general 
cloud  and  rain,  yet  through  this  and  along  the  difficult  route  the  whole 
moved  successfully  under  the  skillful  guidance  of  patriotic  citizens 
familiar  with  the  region. 

At  midnight  the  signal  gun  was  to  fire.  It  was,  however, . 12.30 
before  all  was  ready  at  Coggins  Point,  where  my  own  position  had 
been  chosen.  Then,  just  after  the  cry  from  the  enemy^s  sentinels 
All’s  well,”  the  firp  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  line  instantly  pealed 
forth  in  all  the  terribleness  of  midnight  surprise.  Lights  were  glim- 
mering on  shipboard  along  the  entire  shore  opposite,  yet  on  the  river 
and  in  the  camp  beyond  the  stillness  of  sleep  prevailed. 

To  be  compelled,  resisting  outrage,  to  meet  our  fellow -men  in  deadly 
shock  cannot  but  be,  under  any  circumstances,  painful  to  a Christian 
mind.  Especially  is  the  trial  grevious  when  we  must  be  slain  by  or 
slay  those  who  so  lately  were  our  countrymen,  but  who,  having  tram- 
pled upon  our  rights,  now  seek  to  desolate  our  homes,  appropriate  our 
soil,  kill  off  our  young  men,  degrade  our  women,  and  subdue  us  into 
abject  submission  to  their  will,  because  we  claim,  under  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, exemption  from  their  insults  and  their  control.  And  still 
more  distressing  to  find  requisite  toward  contributing  to  avert  the 
ruin  threatened  by  malignant  millions  thus  to  send  the  sleeping,  how- 
ever unprepared,  to  their  great  account.  But  painful  as  it  is,  just  as 
to  snatch  life  from  an  assassin  whose  arm  is  uplifted  against  our  best 
beloved,  most  sacred  is  the  duty.  As  such  was  this  attack  made,  the 
issue  being  committed  to  unerring  wisdom.  Such  considerations  im- 
parted a mournful  solemnity  to  the  scene,  where  so  many  sudden 
flashes  through  thick  darkness  and  multiplied  reverberations  startling 
profound  stillness  constituted  elements  of  grandeur  rarely  combined. 
Hot  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  bring  to  bear  against  us  in  so  exposed 
a position  many  of  his  powerful  guns  from  his  boats  or  his  land  bat- 
teries I had  limited  the  nearest  pieces  to  20  rounds  each  and  those 
more  remote  on  the  right  and  left  to  30  rounds.  These  were  generally 
fired,  making  probably  1,000  shots  in  all,  and  the  pieces  limbered  and 
quietly  taken  to  the  rear. 

When  we  had  been  firing  about  fifteen  minutes  large  shells  began  to 
be  returned  from  the  other  side,  some  apparently  from  gunboats  and 
some  from  the  land,  but  with  scarcely  any  damage  to  us.  The  two  guns 
of  Captain  Dance,  most  of  all  exposed,  having  been  taken  down  a 
ravine  to  the  river’s  edge,  within  600  or  800  yards  of  a number  of 
vessels,  were,  under  admirable  management  withdrawn  without  a 
scratch,  after  firing  their  allotted  rounds j nor  was  injury  received 
from  the  enemy  at  a single  one  of  our  field  guns.  A good  many  shells 
flew  over  us,  and  seemed  well  aimed  along  the  general  course  we  had 
to  take  j but  they  passed  beyond  or  fell  short,  or  when  the  ground 
turned  us  to  the  right  or  left  they  deviated  the  other  way.  These  oc- 
currences, and  the  remarkable  fact  that  just  when  nearing  the  enemy 
our  batteries  had  to  pass  a rocky  hill  likely  to  occasion  great  noise 
the  heaviest  rain  fell  and  drowned  the  rattling  of  wheels,  &c.,  made 
upon  many  the  salutary  impression  that  a kind  Providence  favored 
our  enterprise. 

Forty-one  out  of  the  43  guns  enumerated  were  brought  into  action,  it 
being  deemed  imprudent  to  crowd  more  in  the  space,  and  the  two  heav- 
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iest,  intended  to  act  with  Captain  Dabney^s  large  rifles,  Captain  Milledge 
having  found  it  impracticable  to  get  sufficiently  early  into  position. 

The  casualties  we  suffered  were  as  follows : 

At  one  of  Captain  Dabney’s  large  guns,  by  an  exploding  shell  of 
the  enemy,  1 man  was  killed  and  2 wounded  and  3 horses  slightly 
injured ; in  Capt.  E.  C.  M.  Page’s  battery,  by  their  own  carelessness 
from  their  own  fire,  3 men  wounded,  and  at  one  of  Lieutenant  Thur- 
mond’s guns,  by  its  overturning  in  the  road,  2 men  wounded — in  all, 
1 killed  and  7 wounded. 

The  amount  of  injury  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  we  could  not  accu- 
rately estimate,  though  from  the  known  range  of  our  guns,  the  care 
taken  in  adjusting  them,  and  the  great  number  of  objects  at  which  to 
direct  fire,  less  than  serious  damage  could  scarcely  have  resulted. 
Statements  apparently  reliable  have  also  reached  us,  derived  from  ad- 
missions of  the  enemy,  that  more  than  twenty  of  their  vessels  were 
considerably  injured  and  30  or  40  men  and  50  horses  killed.  How  near 
this  is  to  the  truth  we  cannot  judge. 

Every  officer  behaved  well  and  nearly  every  man,  and  the  entire  en- 
terprise was  really  a signal  success.  Earely  has  difficulty  been  over- 
come on  so  large  a scale,  under  so  much  risk,  with  so  little  to  regret. 
This,  while  to  be  gratefully  attributed  to  the  favor  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, should  also  be  credited  to  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  engaged.  Colonel  Brown,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Cutts  and 
Coleman,  and  Major  Nelson,  who  directed  the  operations  of  their  re- 
spective commands ; the  company  officers,  who  skillfully  seconded  their 
efforts ; the  medical  and  other  members  of  my  staff',  and  the  men  who 
with  persistent  care  and  courage  did  the  work,  are  well  entitled  to 
praise  for  what  was  achieved. 

By  dawn  August  1 our  whole  command  was  far  enough  back  to  take 
a few  hours’  rest,  well  earned  and  much  needed.  When  thus  suffi- 
ciently refreshed  to  march  again  we  moved,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  yourself,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Petersburg,  where,  awaiting  an- 
other opportunity,  we  have  since  remained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Commanding  Expedition. 


AUGUST  3,  1862. — Reconnaissance  on  south  side  of  the  James  River  and 
skirmish  at  Sycamore  Church,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Cavalry  Brigade.  < 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  Averell.,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry^  com- 
manding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

W estover.^  August  9,  1862. 

General  : Pursuant  to  verbal  orders,  received  on  the  2d  instant  from 
the  general  commanding  the  army,  1 jiroceeded  across  the  James  River, 


Chap.  XXIII.] 


SOUTH  SIDE  OF  JAMES  RIVER. 


947 


embarking  at  5 a.  m.  with  300  cavalry,  one-half  from  the  Fifth  United 
States,  the  other  from  the  Third  Pennsylvania.  The  dock  on  the  south 
bank  having  been  partially  destroyed  rendered  the  landing  of  cavalry 
difficult  and  dangerous,  but  it  was  accomplished  by  9 a.  m.,  with  the 
loss  of  but  1 horse  drowned. 

Directions  had  been  given  the  night  previous  by  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Por- 
ter to  have  the  infantry  pickets  thrown  far  enough  oiit  to  prevent  tlie 
enemy  from  observing  my  crossing,  but  the  infantry  failed  to  effect  this, 
for  upon  my  landing  I was  informed  by  their  commanding  officer  that 
cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy  had  been  observing  my  operations  for 
some  time.  As  soon  as  my  command  was  organized  and  the  carbines 
loaded  and  capped  I proceeded  by  the  road  wffiich  leaves  the  river  at 
the  landing  opposite  and  runs  in  an  almost  due  south  course  for 
miles.  Four  companies  of  the  First  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Oaptaijt 
Belton,  accompanied  the  cavalry,  with  orders  to  follow  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  in  order  to  act  as  a support.  Lieutenant  McIntosh,  Fifth  Uc 
S.  Cavalry,  led  the  advance  guard,  composed  of  25  men,  with  orders 
to  charge  at  once  upon  any  force  of  the  enemy  that  he  could  distinctly 
see,  unless  it  should  be  manifestly  too  numerous  and  too  well  posted 
for  our  whole  force  to  attack  with  discretion. 

The  advance  guard  was  supported  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  with  25  men,  with  orders  to  attack  or  maneuver  in 
conformity  with  the  movements  of  Lieutenant  McIntosh  j then  followed 
the  main  body,  under  Captain  Owens,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  accompanied 
by  myself. 

Constant  and  rapid  communication  was  kept  up  from  front  to  rear. 
After  marching  steadily  1^  miles  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  first 
observed,  somewhat  screened  in  a wood  which  extended  across  the 
road.  The  advance  guard  and  its  support  immediately  deployed  as 
skirmishers  and  commenced  to  feel  the  enemy  on  both  sides,  while  the 
main  body  was  kept  in  ambush,  the  infantry  positioned,  and  everything 
put  in  readiness  to  meet  the  enemy  should  he  accept  the  invitation  to 
fight  at  that  point ; but  he  did  not  resist  the  advance,  and  we  resumed 
the  march  promptly,  a few  scattering  shots  driving  him  beyond  the 
belt  of  woods  into  a large  open  space  three-fourths  of  a mile  across. 
As  we  emerged  from  the  woods  he  appeared  through  a driving  rain, 
which  began  to  fall  about  this  time,  drawn  up  in  line  on  high  ground 
at  the  farther  extremity.  We  could  see  about  150  men. 

Sending  50  men  to  the  right  and  50  to  the  left,  to  be  more  ready  to 
act  as  support  to  the  advance  and  flanking,  with  orders  to  the  infantry 
to  follow  rapidly,  my  entire  force  advanced  at  once  to  the  attack. 
The  enemy  gave  way,  and  we  pursued  in  good  order,  and  as  fast  as  we 
could,  over  a road  that  was  now  flooded  in  places  2 feet  deep.  We 
soon,  through  a dense  wood,  came  to  a mill,  where  the  road  branched 
to  the  left  over  a steep  hill.  Straight  ahead,  up  a winding  wooded  val- 
ley, and  to  the  right  over  a narrow  bridge  across  the  mill-race,  parties 
of  the  enemy  appeared  upon  all  of  these  roads,  but  knowing  the  right- 
hand  one  to  be  that  which  led  to  the  enemy^s  camp.  Lieutenants  McIn- 
tosh and  Miller  dashed  across  the  bridge,  found  the  enemy  drawn  up, 
charged  him  boldly,  putting  him  to  flight,  wounding  some,  killing  a 
horse,  and  taking  2 prisoners.  Lieutenant  McIntosh  had  his  horse 
shot  in  the  charge. 

From  the  prisoners  we  learned  that  their  force  in  camp  was  seven 
companies,  averaging  80  men  each,  and  that  they  could  make  a good 
fight.  Determining  to  go  on  and  attack  him,  I first  made  this  point 
secure  by  leaving  a position  of  the  infantry  to  cover  the  roads,  with  a 
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small  detachment  of  cavalry  to  act  as  messengers.  Moving  on  them 
with  less  than  300  cavalry  and  about  40  infantry  we  soon  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy ^s  pickets  and  camp  in  a fine  position  for  defense,  backed 
by  a forest.  Advancing  a line  of  cavalry  skirmishers,  with  instructions 
to  rally  on  the  center  if  overpowered,  in  order  to  make  room  for  the 
force  in  rear  to  charge,  we  advanced  at  once,  the  advance  guard  and 
skirmishers  driving  the  enemy^s  pickets  before  them.  Arrived  at  Syca- 
more Church,  we  found  a fine  camp  of  goods,  tents,  commissary  stores, 
cooking  utensils,  clothing,  &c.,  which  were  all  collected  and  piled  up 
with  straw  from  ricks  near  by  and  burned,  the  enemy  looking  on  at  a 
distance. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  attained  and  the  generaPs 
orders  obeyed,  I returned  with  my  command  to  this  camp. 

Several  circumstances  combine  to  divest  this  affair  of  any  elements 
of  a surprise : First,  the  enemy  had  ample  opportunity  for  observing 
ray  strength  and  grounds  for  guessing  my  intentions  j second,  the  ex- 
tremely heavy  rain  retarded  the  movements  of  the  infantry,  which  it 
was  necessary  to  take  at  least  as  far  as  the  mill. 

From  the  muster  rolls  found  and  from  the  statements  of  prisoners 
the  enemy^s  force  was  at  least  560 — fully  200  more  than  mine.  He  had 
the  advantage  of  knowing  the  country  and  of  choosing  his  ground,  but 
with  all  these  advantages  retired  and  witnessed  the  destruction  of  his 
camp.  He  was  overpowered  by  the  moral  force  of  our  steady  advance 
and  the  impetuous  dash  of  Lieutenant  McIntosh.  Captain  Ouster, 
Fifth  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Bowen,  topographical  engineer,  joined 
the  expedition  on  its  way  out  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  operations. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  McIntosh  was  a fine  model  for  cavalry 
soldiers.  He  was  well  supported  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  Third  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry.  Our  loss  was  3 wounded,  and  1 horse  killed. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYERELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  D,  H.  Hill,,  0.  S.  Army. 

Petersburg,  Ya.,  August  3, 1862. 

The  Yankees  have  landed  in  force  at  Coggins  Point.  Our  pickets 
have  been  driven  back  more  than  a mile.  A force  is  out  to  check  ad- 
vance of  the  Yankees.  If  they  come  nearer  we  will  be  constrained  to 
thrash  them. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


AUGUST  4-5, 1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Coggins  Point,  beyond  Sycamore 

Church,  Va. 

Reports  of  Capt.  John  D.  Wilkins^  Third  TJ.  S.  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Third  Infantry, 

August  5,  1862 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Captain:  I have  just  this  moment  arrived.  Before  the  arrival  of 
General  Butterfield  I made  disposition  for  advancing  to  Sycamore 
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Church.  My  advance  met  some  7 of  the  enemy’s  pickets,  who  imme- 
diately ran,  and  the  cavalry  pursued  to  and  passed  Sycamore  Church. 
One  picket  surrendered  and  an  old  black  man  was  captured  and  sent 
to  General  Butterfield.  From  the  prisoner  I learned  that  the  pickets 
had  gone  to  another  church  and  from  the  negro  a short  route.  A force 
of  five  regiments  of  infantry  were  reported  there.  I immediately  started 
with  my  whole  force,  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  church  found  about  4 
mounted  pickets  to  the  left  and  rear  of  some  woods.  Whilst  making 
disposition  to  capture  these  they  fired  and  ran.  The  cavalry  pursued 
as  in  the  former  instance,  but  did  not  capture  or  kill  any  of  them.  The 
heat  was  excessive  j many  men  sank  under  it,  and  I am  at  present  suf- 
fering greatly  from  it.  I will  give  a detailed  report  in  the  morning. 
The  pickets  have  been  pushed  about  a half  mile  farther  to  the  front. 

I will  furnish  a map  in  the  morning,  provided  I am  well. 

JOHIS^  D.  WILKINS, 
Captain^  Third  Infmitry,  Commcmding. 


Headquarters  Third  Eegiment  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing^  Va,j  August  6,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
I received,  I proceeded  on  the  4th  instant  to  Coggins  Point,  and  after 
some  delay,  on  account  of  the  boats  getting  aground,  I proceeded  to  the 
point  marked  on  the  map  B,  leaving  one  company  at  A.*  Arriving  about 
5 p.  m.  I immediately  rmieved  Colonel  Sickel,  posting  my  pickets  on  the 
line  occupied  by  his.  After  night,  on  his  recommendation,  I relieved 
the  first  line  by  a line  posted  in  rear  of  the  swamp  and  in  front  of  the 
battery.  In  the  afternoon  Colonel  Childs  arrived  with  125  cavalry,  and 
about  the  middle  of  the  night  Lieutenant  Elder  with  a battery.  Colonel 
Sickel  informed  me  that  the  enemy’s  pickets  were  quite  near,  and 
had  shown  themselves  near  his  at  the  barnj  also  that  from  the  tracks 
seen  quite  a number  had  been  there  the  night  before.  After  a con- 
sultation with  Colonel  Childs  we  determined  the  next  morning  to  oc- 
cupy all  the  open  ground  to  our  front,  which  was  accordingly  done  at 
daybreak  on  the  5th.  The  cavalry  were  posted  on  all  the  roads,  and 
the  infantry  were  placed  about  half  a mile  in  advance  of  their  former 
position. 

At  8 o’clock  on  the  5th  I received  the  orders  brought  by  yourself  to 
find  out  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  on  the  arrival  of  General  But- 
terfield to  attack  the  enemy  with  my  whole  force.  The  enemy  were 
supposed  to  be  at  Sycamore  Church,  and  I immediately  commenced 
reconnoitering  with  the  cavalry  to  find  out  where  he  was,  and  learned 
from  the  officer  in  command  that  he  had  pursued  the  enemy’s  picket 
through  the  place  known  as  Sycamore  Church  and  about  a mile  beyond 
it,  and  captured  a picket  and  contraband.  On  inquiry  of  them  I 
learned  that  the  enemy  were  beyond  at  a place  known  as  the  Brick 
Church,  the  contraband  pointing  out  the  road  to  the  right  as  the  most 
direct  route  to  it.  General  Butterfield  arrived  about  the  middle  of  the 
day,  and  I immediately  reported  to  him.  He  directed  my  pickets  to 
be  relieved,  and  after  assembling  them  I proceeded  to  the  Brick  Church 
by  the  road  before  indicated.  On  my  arrival  there  I found  the  church 
situated  in  a grove  as  reported,  and  on  the  left  and  rear  of  it  saw  the 
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enemy’s  i^ickets,  three  mounted,  near.  As  five  infantry  regiments  were 
reported  to  be  at  this  point  I ordered  the  cavalry  to  endeavor  to  cap- 
ture the  pickets,  but  they  failed  after  a pursuit  of  about  a mile.  No 
infantry  force  was  to  be  seen  in  the  neighborhood.  Three  dismounted 
men  had  shown  themselves  at  the  same  point  as  the  first  picket,  and 
were  supposed  to  be  the  same.  The  picket  fired  one  shot  at  us  before 
leaving. 

From  an  examination  of  the  ground  in  front  I am  confident  there  is 
no  force  within  4 mil^s  of  the  point  marked  D,  and  that  the  thickets 
are  from  a force  considerably  to  the  interior,  my  own  impression  being 
Petersburg,  judging  from  the  inclosed  envelope,  the  letter  inside  of 
which  was  dated  June  17,  1862. 

As  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  and  my  men  very  much  exhausted 
from  heat,  the  weather  being  excessively  hot,  I determined  to  return, 
and  after  the  usual  delay  at  the  landing  I arrived  in  this  camp  at  8.30 
p.  m.  The  assistant  surgeon  with  mj^  command  reports  twenty  cases  of 
sunstroke  as  having  occurred  during  the  time  we  were  absent. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  WILKINS, 

Captain^  Third  Infantry^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Feed.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


AUGUST  2-8,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing  and  reoccu- 
pation of  Malvern  Hill  by  the  Union  forces. 

REI^ORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  with  letter  of  instructions  for 
the  movement  of  Hooker’s  division. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  Third 
Corps,  of  the  return  of  his  division  to  camp  August  3. 

No.  3. — Col.  Nelson  Taylor,  Seventy-second  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  August  4-7. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  Louis  . E.  Francine,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations 
August  4-7. 

No.  5. — Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Cavalry  Brigade,  of  skirmish  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  August  5. 

No.  6. — General  Eobert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  August  5-7. 

No.  7. — Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 
of  operations  August  5-7. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  B.  Young,  commanding  Georgia  Legion  Cavalry,  of  skir- 
mish at  Malvern  Hill  August  5. 

No.  9. — Col.  L.  S.  Baker,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  of  operations  August  4-6. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  Z.  S.  Magruder,  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge  August  5. 

No.  11. — Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans,  C.  S.  Army,  of  skirmish  at  Malvern  Hill  August  6. 

No.  12. — Col.  W.  H.  Wallace,  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at 
Malvern  Hill  August  5. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  opera- 
tions August  6-8. 
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Eeports  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  with  letter  of  in- 
structions to  General  Heintzelman. 

Berkeley,  August  4,  1862 — 2 p.  m. 
The  arrangements  for  the  reconnaissance  are  now  complete.  The 
troops  will  move  this  afternoon  and  during  the  night.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  get  them  successfully  started  before  this  time. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Commanding  Army,  U.  8.  A. 


Berkeley,  Ya.,  August  8, 1862. 

Porter’s  reconnaissance  yesterday  found  nothing  but  light  pickets  5 
miles  from  Coggins  Point.  Seems  to  be  no  heavy  force  south  of  Ap- 
pomattox. It  is  very  clear  that  Eichmond  is  not  evacuated.  Hooker 
was  pressed  by  a strong  force  at  Malvern  Hill.  I think  enemy  occu- 
pies vicinity  of  James  Eiver  on  both  banks  above  Darling,  and  that  he 
has  detached  to  the  north,  though  he  still  has  a considerable  force  here. 

GEO,  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 

H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  Harrison^ s Lauding,  August  2,  1862. 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you  that 
General  Hooker  has  received  special  instructions  to  proceed  with  his 
division  to-night  upon  an  expedition  of  importance  in  the  direction  of 
the  enemy’s  lines  at  Malvern.  He  will  have  a force  at  his  disposal, 
besides  his  division,  of  1,000  cavalry  and  two  batteries  of  Horse  Artil- 
lery. The  general  commanding  desires  to  have  the  pickets  of  Hooker’s 
division  relieved  by  detail  from  Kearny’s  division  at  a suitable  hour 
this  afternoon  in  the  most  quiet  manner.  The  expedition  should  leave 
at  7 o’clock  p.  m.  this  evening,  and  should  have  two  days’  rations  in 
their  haversacks. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  y.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  Heintzelman,  Commanding  Third  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooher,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  8econd 
Division,  Third  Corps,  of  the  return  of  his  division  to  camp  August  3. 

Hdqrs.  Hooker’s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  James  River,  Ya.,  August  3,  1862. 
Sir  : In  consequence  of  the  incompetency  of  guides  furnished  me  I 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that  I have  deemed  it  expedient  to 
return  to  camp. 
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Major  Glendenin  led  the  head  of  my  column  to  within  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  of  Turkey  Bridge  on  the  road  which  the  army  retired 
over  on  the  2d  ultimo,  and  as  I saw  no  possible  opportunity  of  accom- 
plishing what  was  expected  of  me  at  that  point,  and  as  I could  not  rec- 
tify the  mistake  in  season  to  take  advantage  of  it  under  cover  of  the 
night,  I knew  of  but  one  course  to  adopt,  and  that  to  return  to  camp. 
The  German  guide  furnished  me  was  lost  before  1 left  my  camp. 

The  foregoing  applies  to  the  head  of  my  column.  The  rear  of  it 
would  not  have  been  able  to  pass  the  barricades  occupied  by  Reyes 
before  morning,  the  roads  over  which  we  were  guided  being  almost  im- 
passable at  night. 

If  the  major-general  commanding  should  desire  I will  have  a road 
opened  from  my  camp  on  to  the  Charles  City  road  to-morrow  morning, 
that  being  the  only  road  on  which  I can  advance  which  will  be  likely 
to  secure  important  results  to  the  movement  on  Malvern  HUl.  I shall 
advise  Brigadier-General  Sedgwick  to  send  out  no  troops  to-morrow 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-  Generalj  Commanding  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy,  ' 

Chief  of  Staffs  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Ko.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  Nelson  Taylor.^  Seventy -second  New  YorJc  Infantry.,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade.,  of  operations  August  4-7. 

Headquarters  Excelsior  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Harrisonh  Bar,  James  River,  Va.,  August  9,  1862. 

Captain  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  headquarters . Hooker’s  division,  this  brigade  took  the  position 
it  was  assigned  in  the  column  (which  was  immediately  in  rear  of  He 
Russy’s  battery),  and  marched  with  the  division  from  this  camp  about 
5 p.  m.  August  4 in  the  following  order : Second  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  L.  Potter  commanding  j First  Regiment,  Maj.  Thomas  Holt  com- 
manding 5 Fifth  Regiment,  Capt.  H.  M.  Alles  commanding  5 Fourth 
Regiment,  Capt.  Thomas  Smith  commanding  5 Third  Regiment,  Lieut. 
Col.  I.  Moses  commanding.  Pursuant  to  orders  He  Russy’s  liattery 
was  closely  followed  until  about  11  p.  m.,  when  by  orders  from  General 
Hooker  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line,  and  the  men  rested  on  their 
arms  until  3 a.  m.  August  5.  The  column  was  then  put  on  the  march 
in  the  same  order  as  before.  We  passed  Kelson’s  farm,  near  Charles 
City  Cross-Roads,  about  sunrise,  and  advanced  from  there  toward  Mal- 
vern Hill,  where,  about  6 a.  m.,  by  orders  of  Major-General  Hooker, 
it  was  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  under  a heavy 
fire  of  shell  from  a section  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  in  our  immediate 
front.  Just  previous  to  marching  that  morning  two  mounted  scouts 
of  the  enemy,  appearing  within  a few  hundred  feet  of  my  line,  were 
fired  at  by  some  of  our  men,  and  one  of  them,  well  armed  and  mounted, 
was  captured.  The  line  was  formed  skirting  a belt  of  timber,  and  as 
much  as  possible  protected  from  the  enemy’s  fire  by  the  rising  ground 
in  front.  Soon  after  a line  of  the  enemy’s  vedettes  were  distinctly  seen 
on  our  left,  when  by  order  of  General  Hooker  a company  of  skirmishers 
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was  sent  out  from  the  Third  Kegiment  to  observe  our  left  flank,  front, 
and  rear.  A squad  of  our  cavalry  appearing  at  the  same  time  on  the 
left,  the  enemy  retired  into  the  woods,  and  did  not  again  show  himself 
in  that  vicinity.  Two  of  their  mounted  scouts,  having  been  cut  off 
from  their  company,  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  under  a white 
flag,  and  were  placed  under  a guard  from  the  Second  Eegiment  of  this 
brigade,  and  their  horses  and  equipments  turned  over  to  the  brigade 
quartermaster. 

About  this  time  the  firing  of  the  enemy  ceased  and  he  retreated, 
leaving  one  caisson  and  all  the  implements  of  one  gun  in  our  posses- 
sion. The  Third  Eegiment  was  now,  by  order  of  General  Hooker,  sent 
as  a picket  on  the  left  of  my  skirmishers,  and  advanced  half  a mile  or 
more  to  the  left,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  and  they  returned,  by 
order,  in  about  an  hour.  My  line  was  then  advanced  near  the  house 
formerly  occupied  as  a hospital  by  our  troops,  where,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Fourth  Eegiment,  the  men  were  rested.  The  Fourth  Eegi- 
ment, by  order  of  General*  Hooker,  was  occupied  as  a corps  of  obser- 
vation in  the  extreme  front  during  the  afternoon. 

About  6 p.  m.,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grover^  commanding 
the  division,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  to  the  right  of  our  position 
in  a corn  field,  and  pickets  thrown  out  to  the  right  and  front  several 
hundred  yards.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  after  dark  the 
next  day  (August  6),  having  seen  no  enemy  meanwhile,  and  my  pickets 
having  been  joined  in  the  night  by  those  of  Brigadier-General  Aber- 
crombie. A little  after  dark,  under  orders  from  Brigadier- General 
Grover,  commanding  division,  the  regiments  were  ordered  to  be  ready 
to  move  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  the  line  was  moved  to  the  right 
about  100  yards.  The  Second  Eegiment  was  moved  to  the  advanced 
picket  line  on  the  extreme  right  and  ordered  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards. 
In  a few  hours,  under  orders  from  General  Hooker,  the  Second  Eegi- 
ment and  my  pickets  were  called  in  and  the  brigade  was  put  in  march 
toward  this  camp  about  11  p.  m.,  as  a support  to  De  Enssy’s  and  Bram- 
halPs  batteries,  where  it  arrived,  without  any  further  occurrences,  about 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  7th. 

I am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casualties  in  the  brigade.  By 
the  rapidity  of  the  march  the  first  night  after  leaving  camp  there  was 
some  straggling,  scarcely  avoidable,  but  no  men  are  reported  to  me  as 
missing. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  TAYLOE, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 

Captain  Hibbaed, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  HooJcer^s  Division. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Louis  R.  Francine,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Infantry.,  of 

operations  August  4-7. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Eegiment  New  Jeesey  Vols., 
Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing,  Ya.,  August  9,  1862. 
SiE : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  relative  to  the  move- 
ment and  conduct  of  this  regiment  during  the  late  reconnaissance  to 
Malvern  Hill : 
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Agreeably  to  orders  received  at  these  headquarters  the  regiment 
turned  out  with  two  days’  rations  and  joined  the  rest  of  the  brigade; 
took  up  its  line  of  march  on  Monday,  August  4,  at  5.30  p.  m.  At  about 
midnight  we  halted  and  bivouacked  near  a group  of  hills  supposed  to 
form  a continuation  of  those  called  Malvern. 

At  daybreak  we  resumed  our  march,  and  arrived  about  8.30  a.  m.  in 
the  rear  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  was  occupied  by  a small  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  advanced  upon 
the  right  of  the  enemy’s  position ; but  before  arriving  within  musket- 
range  they  fled.  The  regiment  then  stacked  arms  and  proceeded  to 
breakfast,  remaining  in  the  position  it  occupied  until  evening,  when 
it  moved  by  your  orders  and  formed,  in  conjunction,  with  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  a line  of  battle  opposite  the  house  known  as 
Dr.  Carter’s. 

The  following  night  at  12  o’clock  we  moved  from  our  position  and 
fell  back  to  our  camp  at  this  place. 

I have  no  casualties  to  report,  and  am  very  much  pleased  to  be  able 
to  state  that  there  was  an  uncommonly  small  number  of  stragglers. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  E.  FRAECmE, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventh  Regiment  N'ew  Jersey  Vols. 

Lieut.  Le  Grand  Benedict, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  Hooher^s  Division. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding First  Cavalry  Brigade,  of  sMrmish  at  White  Oah  Swamp 
Bridge  August  5. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

August  6,  1862. 

General  : In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Brigadier- General 
Marcy,  chief  of  staff*  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I set  out  yesterday 
morning  at  2 o’clock  for  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  with  400  cavalry, 
one-half  from  the  Fifth  United  States  and  the  other  from  the  Third 
Pennsylvania,  and  Captain  Gibson’s  battery  of  artillery.  Lieutenant 
Pendleton  commanding.  Arriving  at  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  on  the  first 
Long  Bridge  road,  I placed  the  picket  squadron  found  there  on  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  left,  by  Nance’s  Mill,  with  a section  of  the  battery, 
supported  by  20  cavalry;  then  pushed  on  to  my  destination  over  a 
by-road  from  Long  Bridge  through  woods  and  fields,  arriving  within 
a short  distance  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  at  10.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Byrnes,  Fifth  Cavalry,  led  the  advance  guard,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Custer,  supported  by  Captain  White,  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  with  a squadron. 

The  advance  guard  had  orders  to  dash  at  once  upon  the  enemy  as 
soon  as  he  should  be  discovered,  the  supports  to  follow  and  engage  to 
the  best  advantage  while  the  main  body  was  being  brought  up  and 
deployed  and  the  artillery  being  j)laced  in  position.  The  column 
moved  forward  with  life.  The  enemy  was  discovered  in  force,  from 
30  to  40  strong,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  the  orders  above 
stated  were  carried  out.  The  enemy  was  dispersed  and  pursued,  and 
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3 were  reported  to  me  killed  and  22  captured,  with  their  horses,  arms? 
and  equipments. 

First  Sergt.  James  Cahill,  Company  C,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  was  the 
first  to  cross  the  bridge  with  5 men.  He  was  quickly  followed  by  Cap- 
tain White  with  a squadron  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania,  who  pursued 
the  enemy  three- fourths  of  a mile  on  the  other  side.  Lieutenant  Byrnes 
and  Captain  Custer  took  the  road  to  the  left  toward  Malvern  Hill, 
chasing,  shooting,  or  capturing  all  the  pickets  that  came  from  that 
direction,  while  Lieutenant  McIntosh  held  the  reserve  in  a good  posi- 
tion to  act  in  any  direction.  Learning  from  the  prisoners  that  the 
enemy  were  made  aware  of  our  intentions  the  night  before,  and  that  a 
camp  of  infantry  and  artillery,  on  my  right,  and  the  First  North  Caro- 
lina Cavalry,  on  my  left,  were  within  a short  distance,  I concluded  to 
withdraw,  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  having  been  accomplished. 
This  was  done  without  accident.  I have  no  loss  to  report,  excepting 
2 horses  killed. 

I beg  leave  to  commend  the  gallant  and  spirited  conduct  of  Captain 
Custer  and  Lieutenant  Byrnes,  also  of  Lieutenant  McIntosh,  Fifth 
United  States,  and  Captain  White,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
First  Sergt.  James  Cahill,  before  mentioned,  with  5 men  pursued  and 
captured  7 or  8 prisoners.  All  the  officers  and  men  displayed  great 
steadiness  and  spirit.  I am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  King, 
my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenants  Hess,  Third 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Bumsey,  First  New  York  Artillery,  my 
acting  aides  on  the  occasion,  for  their  readiness  in  carrying  my  orders 
and  placing  the  squadrons  and  guns  in  position. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYFBELL, 

Colonely  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

August  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cavalry  operations  of  4th 
instant  were  confined  to  the  usual  picket  duty.  Nothing  was  seen  of 
the  enemy  on  any  of  the  roads.  Yesterday  I proceeded  with  200  men 
from  the  Fifth  United  States  and  200  from  the  Third  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  accompanied  by  Gibson’s  battery,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Pendleton,  out  to  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  first  Long  Bridge  road. 
From  here  I sent  a squadron  which  had  been  on  picket  at  this  point  all 
night  to  vedette  the  road  that  leads  past  Nance’s  Mill,  at  the  cross-roads, 
about  1 mile  farther  on  the  road  to  Long  Bridge  road.  I left  one 
section  of  this  battery  with  a cavalry  support  and  proceeded  with  the 
balance  of  my  command  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  leaving  Long 
Bridge  on  my  right  going  out.  The  pickets  sent  out  to  this  bridge 
report  that  it  is  destroyed. 

Upon  arriving  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  I posted  my  artillery 
in  positions  commanding  the  approaches  from  all  sides.  One  squadron 
of  cavalry  crossed  the  bridge;  the  others  were  posted  at  the  different 
positions  of  advantage.  They  captured  22  cavalrymen  and  killed  3. 
They  belonged  to  the  Tenth  Virginia,  and  were  on  picket  duty.  After 
remaining  here  half  an  hour,  and  capturing  almost  the  entire  rebel 
picket,  I returned  with  my  command  to  camp,  without  again  seeing  the 
enemy. 
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The  22  persons  above  mentioned,  and  one  deserter  who  delivered  him- 
self up  to  the  picket  at  Charles  City  Court-House,  were  sent  to  the  pro- 
vost-marshal-general. 

One  squadron  is  now  on  picket  on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  about  a mile 
beyond  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  and  one  company  at  Charles  City  Court- 
House  5 two  squadrons  are  now  with  General  Slocum  j one  squadron 
has  gone  to  relieve  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Brigade  at  Mrs.  Clark’s 
house;  one  company  went  out  yesterday  as  escort  to  the  engineers, 
and  three  companies  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  went  over  the  James 
Eiver  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYEEELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  A.  J.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  6. 

Report  of  General  Robert  E,  Lee,  C,  S,  Army,  of  operations  August  5-7. 

Headquarters, 

New  MarTiet,  Ya.,  August  7,  1862. 

Mr.  President:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  Tuesday  evening 
that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  had  occupied  Malvern  Hill,  and 
that  it  looked  like  a general  advance  of  McClellan’s  army,  I directed 
the  divisions  of  Generals  Longstreet  and  McLaws  and  the  brigades 
under  General  Eipley  to  advance  next  morning  to  the  Long  Bridge 
road.  On  reaching  that  road  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable 
strength,  occupying  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  was  fought  on 
Tuesday,  July  1.  His  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  his 
artillery  in  position,  and  he  apparently  was  prepared  to  deliver  battle 
in  as  strong  force  as  he  did  on  that  day.  Generals  McLaws’  and  Eip- 
ley’s  divisions,  re-enforced  by  that  of  General  D.  E.  Jones,  formed  our 
left,  while  General  Longstreet’s  formed  the  right.  The  day  was  intensely 
hot  and  the  progress  of  the  troops  necessarily  slow.  Before  the  Long 
Bridge  and  Charles  City  roads  were  clear  of  his  pickets  and  his  line  of 
battle  disclosed  the  sun  had  nearly  set.  Orders  were  then  given  for 
our  left  wing  to  advance  to  Willis’  Church,  extending  well  to  the  left 
and  threatening  the  enemy’s  communications  with  Westover.  Two 
brigades  of  General  Longstreet’s  division  were  ordered  to  advance  upon 
Malvern  Hill  and  drive  in  his  parties  extending  over  Curl’s  Neck. 
This  latter  operation  was  handsomely  done  by  General  Evans  with  his 
own  and  Cobb’s  brigades,  and  the  enemy’s  parties  were  driven  under 
their  guns  at  Malvern  Hill. 

From  the  prisoners  captured  during  the  day  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  was  in  strong  force — infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry.  Hook- 
er’s, Sedgwick’s,  Kearny’s,  and  Birney’s  divisions  were  mentioned  as 
being  present;  [also]  Emory’s  cavalry  and  Heintzelman’s  and  Sumner’s 
corps. 

This  morning  upon  the  advance  of  the  troops  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  disappeared  during  the  night,  and  he  has  now  appar- 
ently retired  within  his  former  lines.  I have  directed  the  re-establish- 
ment of  our  pickets  and  the  return  of  our  troops  to  their  former  posi- 
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tions  and  duties.  The  number  of  the  killed  and  captured  of  the  enemy 
I do  not  exactly  know,  but  they  are  but  few.  Our  casualties  small. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Pj.  LPjPi, 

General, 

His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Wade  Hampton,,  G.  8.  Army^  commanding  First 
Cavalry  Brigade^  of  operations  August  5-7. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

August  10,  1862. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  infoimation  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  bri- 
gade on  the  recent  advance  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the  reports  of 
the  colonels  under  my  command : 

At  12.30  a.  m.  August  5 Colonel  Young  notified  me  that  he  had 
received  information  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  Colonel 
Baker,  and  that  they  were  apparently  advancing.  I sent  this  courier 
immediately  to  General  Toombs,  and  dispatched  another  to  endeavor 
to  procure  accurate  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
This  latter  returned  just  before  daylight,  confirming  fully  the  report  of 
the  first,  and  bringing  the  additional  information  from  Colonel  Baker 
that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force  of  all  arms.  This  courier  was  sent 
forthwith  to  give  his  report  to  General  Toombs  also,  and  I then  ordered 
out  the  reserve  of  Cobb’s  Legion  to  proceed  with  them  to  the  support 
of  Colonel  Baker.  Just  as  I was  about  to  leave  my  quarters,  having 
previously  dispatched  a courier  to  Major-General  Longs treet  conveying 
all  the  information  in  my  possession,  I heard  the  enemy  open  fire  on 
the  artillery  and  infantry  stationed  at  Malvern  Hill.  I rode  at  once  to 
the  quarters  of  General  Toombs  and  communicated  this  intelligence 
to  him,  suggesting  to  him  the  propriety  of  re-enforcing  his  troops  on 
the  hill.  I told  him  that  if  he  would  take  re  enforcements  to  the  hill 
and  would  let  me  have  some  artillery,  I would  attack  the  enemy  in 
their  rear  near  Crew’s  house.  This  was  agreed  on,  and  procee&ng 
with  the  Cobb  Legion  Cavalry  and  two  sections  [of]  Moody’s  artillery 
I gained  the  position  from  which  General  Magruder  had  attacked  the 
enemy  on  July  1 ultimo.  On  reaching  this  point  I found  the  enemy 
on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  him  in  the  battle  of  the  Is^of]  last 
month,  while  the  troops  which  had  been  stationed  on  Malvern  Hill  were 
retreating.  Fearing  for  my  rear  guard,  and  having  only  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  two  small  squadrons  of  cavalry,  I withdrew  to  our  main 
lines.  During  that  day  I held  the  enemy  in  strict  observance,  but  had 
no  opportunity  to  strike  at  him.  New  picket  lines  were  established  and 
well  maintained. 

On  the  7th  I was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  reconnoiter  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy  with  my  command.  This  was  done  as  the  infantry 
advanced  in  front,  and  I proceeded  through  Gatewood’s  farm  to  Carter’s 
Mill.  The  enemy  had  retreated,  and  only  a few  stragglers  were  fallen 
in  with.  My  personal  observation  was  confined  to  the  right  and  center 
of  my  line.  As  I was  unable  to  learn  their  positions  during  the  two 
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days’  operations,  I must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
Magruder  for  information  as  to  the  occurrences  on  the  left,  where  he 
was  stationed.  I can  confirm  the  reports  of  Colonels  Baker  and  Young 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  stated. 

I neglected  to  state  that  while  consulting  with  General  Toombs  in 
the  morning  a courier  brought  to  me  news  of  the  attack  on  the  hill 
and  a request  to  the  general  from  one  of  his  officers  there  for  re-enforce- 
ments. 

I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which 
Colonel  Baker  maintained  his  picket  line  and  to  the  timely  informa- 
tion he  furnished  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  This  informa- 
tion was  always  promptly  communicated  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young, 
and  these  officers  both  proved  themselves  watchful  and  energetic. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Magruder  has  not  yet  been  sent  in, 
though  it  has  been  called  for.  It  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it 
reaches  me.  Since  the  infantry  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  picket 
line  the  enemy  have  made  constant  demonstrations  against  me.  They 
have  always  been  promptly  met  and  our  lines  have  been  maintained. 

Of  course  the  position  cannot  be  held  by  cavalry  alone  against  a 
serious  attack,  but  orders  have  been  given  to  hold  it  as  long  as  possible. 
I incline  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  are  withdrawing,  and  I strongly 
recommend  a forced  reconnaissance  with  infantry,  artillery,  and  cav- 
alry. This  is  entirely  practicable. 

Referring  you  for  details  to  the  accompanying  reports,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTOhl, 
Major-General^  Commanding^  &c. 

Major  Fitzhugh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ro.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  B.  Young^  commanding  Georgia  Legion  Cav- 
alry^ of  sMrmish  at  Malvern  Hill  August  5. 

Kew  Market  Church,  August  8, 1862. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  courier  re- 
ported to  me  at  12.15  a.  m.  August  5j  he  was  sent  by  Lieutenant  Early, 
who  commanded  my  squadron  on  picket  at  Malvern  Hill.  This  courier 
reported  that  the  ‘enemy  were  advancing  with  a large  force  of  cavalry 
and  some  artillery  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  North  Carolina  cavalry 
pickets.  I immediately  directed  my  adjutant  to  write  a note  to  General 
Hampton  and  inform  him  of  the  state  of  affairs,  which  he  did.  1 ordered 
the  courier  to  return  and  direct  Lieutenant  Early  to  send  out  a scout- 
ing party.  Lieutenant  Early  obeyed  the  order  j the  scouting  party  dis- 
covered nothing  in  their  front,  and  no  demonstration  was  made  at  this 
time  or  after  in  our  front,  as  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  direction  of 
the  North  Carolina  pickets. 

The  second  courier  reported  to  me  between  the  hours  of  ’2  and  3 
o’clock.  This  courier  reported  from  Lieutenant  Early  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a courier  from  the  North  Carolina  pickets  that  the  enemy 
were  still  advancing  in  strong  force  ui)on  the  North  Carolina  pickets; 
they  could  distinctly  hear  the  sound  of  the  bugles  and  the  moving  of 
artillery.  This  courier  was  sent  to  General  Hampton  to  report  this 
intelligence  to  him. 
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About  break  of  day  a courier  from  the  North  Carolina  picket  reported 
to  me  that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing,  but  that  his  (the  North  Caro- 
lina) pickets  had  not  been  driven  from  their  posts.  He  reported  that 
Colonel  Baker’s  or  my  position  would  be  attacked  by  morning.  This 
courier  was  also  sent  to  General  Hampton. 

At  5.30  a.  m.  another  courier  reported  to  me  from  Lieutenant  Early. 
This  man  reported  that  a battery  of  artillery  had  opened  ujion  our  re- 
serve picket  and  our  battery  of  artillery  (which  was  at  Malvern  house) 
entirely  from  their  rear  j the  enemy’s  battery  was  playing  from  a hill 
near  Crew’s  house ; the  battery  was  supported  by  about  400  cavalry. 
The  courier  reported  that  he  had  come  for  support,  and  unless  our 
people  on  the  hill  should  very  soon  get  help  they  must  certainly  be  lost. 
This  courier  was  sent  to  General  Hampton. 

In  a few  moments  after  this  time  I received  an  order  from  General 
Hampton  directing  me  to  leave  one  squadron  at  my  camp  and  form  the 
other  two  squadrons  in  the  field,  which  was  preparatory  to  moving  to 
the  support  of  Colonel  Baker. 

I received  no  information  after  this  from  Malvern  Hill.  It  is  due  to 
Lieutenant  Early  to  say  that  he  kept  up  his  picket  lines  during  the 
heavy  artillery  fire  from  his  rear,  nor  did  he  abandon  them  until  ordered 
by  Major  Pickett,  of  the  Seventeenth  Georgia,  to  do  so. 

During  this  movement  upon  Malvern  Hill  not  a man  of  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  front  of  my  pickets.  The  enemy,  to  their  surprise,  were  firing 
from  their  rear  before  they  were  aware  of  their  proximity,  and  I must 
say  that  in  my  opinion  the  ofiScers  of  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry 
deserve  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  they  withdrew  their  troops  from 
the  field  when  they  believed  it  vain  to  hope  longer  for  support. 

I have  to  report  my  loss  as  follows : Two  men  captured  from  Lieuten- 
ant Early’s  squadron,  and  2 supposed  to  be  killed. 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Georgia  Legion  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton,  Aide  and  A.  A.  A.  Q. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  L.  S.  Bakery  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  of  operations 

August  4-6. 

August  9, 1862. 

Captain  ; I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  advanced  to 
the  Gatewood  field  about  9 p.  m.  on  the  4th  instant,  and  there  halted 
during  the  night.  A courier  was  dispatched  to  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Young  and  to  me  at  that  time,  saying  that  the  enemy  were  coming  up 
in  large  force— artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry.  I immediately  marched 
down  with  my  regiment,  and  soon  satisfied  myself  that  the  report  for- 
warded to  me  was  correct.  Another  courier  was  immediately  forwarded 
by  me  about  10.30  o’clock  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  to  make  the 
same  report  as  at  first,  and  to  state  that  I thought  they  would  go  by  the 
Quaker  road  to  Malvern  Hill  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  must  be  on 
the  alert  and  forward  the  report  to  General  Hampton.  I also  dispatched 
an  officer  to  General  Kipley,  informing  him,  as  he  had  directed  me  to 
call  on  him  for  assistance  whenever  necessary.  The  officer  says  he 
reached  the  general’s  headquarters  at  3.45  a.  m.  The  general  wrote  to 
me  immediately,  authorizing  me  to  order  up  a section  of  artillery  and 
two  infantry  regiments  on  picket  about  4 or  5 miles  in  my  rear,  and  if 
this  was  not  enough  to  send  for  the  brigade  that  was  out  working. 
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I sent  an  order  at  6 a.  m.  for  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  [a]  section 
of  artillery  to  come  up,  but  no  answer  was  sent  and  they  did  not  come 
up.  I was  constantly  expecting  them  until  the  arriTal  of  General  Eip- 
ley,  about  11  a.  m.  Ifo  explanation  has  been  given  for  the  failure  of 
the  artillery  and  infantry  to  come  to  my  assistance  when  ordered  to 
do  so. 

At  daylight  the  enemy  advanced  by  the  Nelson  house  and  down  the 
Quaker  road  to  Malvern  Hill.  I sent  another  officer  at  once  to  General 
Eipley  to  announce  that  intelligence. 

General  Hampton  came  over  to  my  assistance  between  7 and  8 a.  m. 
with  the  intention  of  following  them  until  I reported  their  force,  and 
also  that  they  were  in  force  in  front  and  already  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Captain  Cheek  made  admirable  disposition  of  his  squadron  on  picket 
to  get  information  and  the  men  performed  the  duty  with  judgment  and 
bravery,  keeping  their  position  as  vedettes  as  long  as  it  was  possible,  so 
as  to  estimate  their  force.  Lieutenant  Iredell,  after  remaining  with  a 
few  men  as  vedettes  until  the  enemy  was  in  a few  yards  of  him,  fired 
and  fell  slowly  back,  killing,  as  I have  since  learned,  2 men  and  wound- 
ing several.  The  enemy  endeavored  to  advance  his  pickets  to  cover 
his  march,  but  I dismounted  Captain  Siler’s  comi)any  as  skirmishers, 
and  after  a few  minutes  of  spirited  firing  the  enemy  fell  back  and  I ob- 
tained position  to  ascertain  his  force  again.  Captain  Siler’s  officers  and 
men  behaved  very  gallantly. 

On  the  5th  and  6th,  33  prisoners  were  captured  by  Captains  Barrin- 
ger’s and  Houston’s  squadrons. 

I lost  7 men  (4  of  Captain  Cheek’s  and  3 of  Captain  Wood’s  compa- 
nies) on  post  near  Malvern  Hill,  who  had  orders  to  report  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young’s  pickets.  They  remained 
too  long  and  were  unable  to  make  their  way  to  him.  One  of  my  men 
came  up  to  me  late  in  the  day  stating  this  fact. 

I also  lost  on  the  6th  1 man  (prisoner)  from  Captain  Euffin’s  company 
and  had  1 badly  wounded  from  Captain  Houston’s  company. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

L.  S.  BAKEE, 

Colonel  First  North  Carolina  Co/oaVry, 

Captain  Barker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Brigade, 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col,  Z,  S.  Magruder,  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry^  of  sTcirmish 
at  White  OaJc  Swa^np  Bridge  August  6. 

August  12,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  following 
report  as  to  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  lines  on  Tues- 
day last,  6th  instant : 

At  1 a.  m.  I received  a verbal  message  from  Colonel  Baker  through 
his  courier  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  had  drawn  in  his  pickets  the 
evening  before  to  Eiddell’s  shop  and  that  there  were  no  pickets  left 
between  Eiddell’s  shop  and  my  reserve.  He  further  stated  the  enemy 
was  in  large  force,  composed  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  from 
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the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Baker’s  pickets  on  my  right,  thereby  pre- 
venting any  communication  on  the  Charles  City  road  between  Colonel 
Baker’s’  pickets  and  mine,  besides  exposing  my  right  entirely  to  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  in  case  Colonel  Baker  should  fall  back,  of  which 
I could  have  had  no  information  in  time.  I immediately,  upon  recep- 
tion of  the  above  information,  ordered  Capt.  W.  B.  Clement,  command- 
ing the  picket  post,  to  draw  in  his  pickets  on  the  left  to  the  junction  of 
the  Long  Bridge  with  Charles  City  (sometimes  called  Quaker)  roads ; 
also  to  picket  what  is  called  the  Turner  road,  a cross-road  leading  from 
Long  Bridge  road  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  to  extend  his  line 
on  Charles  City  [road]  farther  to  my  right  to  guard  against  surprise  in 
that  direction ; to  be  so  picketed  as  readily  to  communicate  one  with 
another,  thus  in  the  speediest  possible  time  giving  information  to  the 
reserve,  which  was  at  the  bridge  a short  distance  this  side,  so  as  to  be 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  it  not  being  practicable  on  the  opposite  side. 

Between  9 and  10  o’clock,  upon  my  return  from  visiting  a portion  of 
my  picket  lines,  I suggested  to  Captain  Clement  the  propriety  of  loosen- 
ing a few  of  the  poles  on  the  bridge,  so  that  in  case  of  an  advance  by 
cavalry,  at  shortest  possible  notice,  to  tear  up  a portion  of  the  bridge, 
so  as  to  check  and  throw  in  confusion  the  advance  column,  while  the 
men  in  ambush  would  open  upon  them.  All  of  the  orders,  according 
to  Captain  Clement’s  report,  seem  to  have  been  obeyed,  as  the  follow- 
ing report,  mainly  furnished  by  Captain  Clement,  will  show : 

The  orderly  sergeant,  with  9 men,  superintended  by  Captain  Clement,  dismounted 
to  loosen  the  logs  of  the  bridge.  They  had  barely  commenced  before  pickets  reported 
enemy  advancing  upon  Turner’s  and  Dr.  Perman’s  roads.  Captain  Clement  ordered 
courier  to  return  and  watch  movements,  and  stated  he  would  be  with  him  in  a mo- 
ment. Before  getting  on  his  horse,  some  50  yards  distant,  when  receiving  the  above 
information,  he.  Captain  Clement,  heard  firing,  accompanied  with  a yell,  and  saw  the 
pickets  fleeing  from  the' hill,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  This  body  of 
cavalry  approached  under  cover  of  the  woods,  leaving  the  road  and  hugging  close  to 
the  swamp  until  within  a short  distance  of  the  bridge.  The  pickets  were  watching 
the  advance  of  another  body  of  the  enemy,  and  came  very  near  being  cut  off  from  the 
bridge  before  seeing  the  ai)proach  of  the  second  body.  Captain  Clement  attempted 
to  check  the  column  by  ordering  his  men  forward  and  meeting  them,  but  soon  saw 
the  impracticability  of  this  move,  as  the  enemy  was  nearer  the  bridge  than  he.  The 
men  were  drawn  up  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  ordered  to  reserve  th^eir  fire  until  the 
head  of  the  column  approached  very  near,  hoping  thereby  to  check  the  column  and 
give  time  to  the  men  on  foot  to  mount.  The  men  stood  firm  amid  the  fire  of  the  eji- 
emy,  and  did  not  fire  until  ordered,  which  was  not  given  until  they  were  in  15  yards 
of  the  picket.  Unfortunatelj"  most  of  our  guns  failed  fire  from  having  been  exposed 
twenty-four  hours  on  picket  duty,  as  well  as  caps  being  indifferent.  Captain  Clement 
ordered  his  men  to  fall  baCk  through  the  swamp,  it  being  the  only  mode  of  escape. 
Captains  Clement’s  and  Caskie’s  companies  were  on  picket  in  the  skirmish. 

Captain  Clement  lost  6 men  and  8 horses,  supposed  to  have  been  captured.  Lieu- 
tenant Doyle,  of  Captain  Caskie’s  company,  having  absented  himself  from  camp  since 
the  skirmish,  I cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  exact  number  missing  in  his  company. 

They  report  4 missiug,  making  10  in  all  j 3 of  the  10  are  reported 
wounded.  How  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  we  cannot  tell.  Sev- 
eral saddles  were  emptied  and  5 horses  killed. 

One  hundred  men  were  dismounted  and  in  ambush  this  side  of  the 
swamp;  the  rest  of  the  regiment  drawn  up  in  protecting  distance. 
Seven  pieces  [of]  artillery  [and]  not  less  than  1,500  cavalry  could  be 
seen  on  tlie  opposite  hill,  in  addition  to  which  I have  since  learned  there 
was  a large  body  of  infantry  also.  I held  my  position  on  this  side  of 
the  bridge  all  day,  the  enemy  maintaining  his  on  the  opposite  side, 
about  1,200  yards  distant.  Moved  oft’  in  [the]  night,  leaving  a few 
pickets  only,  which  could  be  seen  next  morning. 

On  [the]  0th  I scouted  on  [the]  opi)Osite  side  of  the  swamp  some  4 or 
5 miles,  capturing  eight  prisoners. 
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I have  made  diligent  search  as  to  negligence  on  [the]  i)art  of  [the] 
picket,  but  have  found  nothing  indicating  negligence,  unless  it  be  some 
of  the  men  did  not  believe,  after  being  told  hy  [the]  picket,  that  the 
enemy  was  approaching,  and  Lieutenant  Doyle  thoughtlessly  was  dis- 
mounted and  had  sent  his  horse  some  distance  to  water.  My  i)ickets 
were  so  placed  it  seems  to  me  without  carelessness  could  not  have 
been  captured. 

Eespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  S.  MAGEUDER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton. 


No.  11. 

Extraet  from  a report  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  G.  Evans.,  C.  8.  Army^  of  shir mish 
at  Malvern  Hill  August  6. 


Headquarters  Evans’  Brigade, 

Near  Wineliester^  Fa.,  Oetoher  13,  1802. 

Major  : In  pursuance  to  the  written  instructions  of  the  major-gen- 
eral couimanding  I beg  leave  to  report  the  action  of  my  command  in 
the  recent  engagements  in  Virginia  and  Maryland : 

On  August  6 last  I was  ordered  to  repair  with  my  brigade  to  Mal- 
vern Hill  and  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  wood  to  the  north  of  the 
hill.  1 deployed  my  troops  in  line  of  battle,  and,  after  marching  about 
a mile  through  the  woodland  and  open  field,  encountered  the  cavalry 
pickets  of  the  enemy,  which  were  soon  driven  in  by  the  fire  of  twoiegi- 
ments,  killing  several  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  retired,  evacuating  his 
position.  Four  xirisoners  taken. 

* ***.#*  # 


Respectfully  submitted. 


N.  G.  EVANS, 

Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Maj.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Bight  ^Ying. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  H.  Wallaee,  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of 
shirmish  at  Malvern  Hill  Atigust  5. 

Camp  near  Winchester,  Va., 

October  21,  1862. 

Captain  : In  itursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  I have 
the  honor  to  report  that,  it  having  been  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
had  occupied  Malvern  Hill  in  force,  the  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Vol- 
unteers, under  the  command  of  Col.  J.  M.  Gadberry,  was  to  take 
in  dislodging  them. 

On  August  5 the  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers  left  its  camx) 
at  Laurel  Hill  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill.  When 
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we  had  reached  a poiiit  in  the  road  near  to  where  the  enemy’s  pickets 
had  been  observed  the  Eighteenth  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  upon  the  left.  On  the 
right  of  the  road  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  through  a body  of 
woods  and  out  into  a large  field  of  wheat,  which,  although  long  since 
ripe,, had  not  been  reaped.  For  a considerable  distance  we  advanced 
through  this  field,  finding  picket  stations  as  we  passed  with  evidence 
of  their  hasty  abandonment.  The  advance  was  continued  until  about 
night-fall,  when  the  regiment  was  halted  by  order  of  General  Evans. 

Soon  after  dark,  the  moon,  however,  shining  brightly,  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  began  to  be  heard  in  our  front,  and  a body  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  was  discovered  marching  up  the  road  upon  which  our  left  flank 
rested.  When  within  easy  range  the  regiment  opened  fire  upon  them. 
They  immediately  wheeled  and  fled  in  confusion.  A company  being 
sent  out,  they  discovered  several  men  and  horses  liilled  and  gathered 
some  cavalry  arms  and  equipments.  The  enemy  made  no  further  dem- 
onstrations in  our  front,  and  we  retired  about  a mile  and  went  into 
camp.  The  next  day  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
the  hill. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WALLACE, 

Colonel  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  Evans. 


Ko.  13. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws^  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  division^ 
. of  operations  August  6-8. 

Headquarters  Division,  August  0,  1862. 

Sir  ; In  compliance  with  orders  from  department  headquarters,  re- 
ceived after  6 a.  m.  on  the  6th  instant,  to  march  with  my  command  to 
the  junction  of  the  Charles  City  and  Long  Bridge  roads,  I moved  with 
the  brigades  of  Colonel  Barksdale  and  General  Semmes  and  two  regi- 
ments of  the  South  Carolina  brigade  (all  with  me).  Not  long  after 
reaching  the  Charles  City  road  the  head  of  my  column  was  halted  by 
coming  up  with  that  of  General  Eipley,  moving  in  the  same  direction. 

I had  not  been  informed  of  General  Eipley’s  orders,  nor,  indeed,  that 
he  would  move  in  that  direction.  The  day  was  excessively  warm,  and 
the  troops  were  marched  slowly. 

Finding  that  General  Eipley’s  column  had  halted  about  9 miles  from 
here  a very  considerable  time  I rode  forward,  and  found  General  Eipley 
at  Fisher’s.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  constructiug  two  rifle  pits  to 
strengthen  his  position.  Shortly  after  my  arrival  one  of  General  Eip- 
ley’s brigades  was  ordered  forward  to  the  junction,  and  the  cavalry  ad- 
vanced. It  was  the  general  impression  that  the  enemy  had  a very 
considerable  force  of  cavalry  on  the  left  and  a large  body  of  infantry 
in  front.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  day  that  I discovered  there  was 
a regiment  of  200  or  300  or  more  of  our  own  cavalry  about  the  junction 
and  Fisher’s.  The  junction  was  occupied  without  opposition,  nothing 
of  the  enemy  being  seen  beyond  their  mounted  pickets,  which  retired 
as  our  own  advanced.  The  whole  of  Eipley’s  command  was  advanced, 
forming  line  of  battle  across  the  road  at  the  junction,  and  having  bri- 
gades supporting  each  other  to  Fisher’s  house,  where  my  whole  division 
was  in  reserve.  As  night  came  on  the  troops  bivouacked  in  the  woods 
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ill  ad  vaiice  of  the  j auction  and  in  position  elsewhere  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency. 

On  the  7th  instant  there  was  some  delay,  owing  to  a portion  of  Kip- 
ley’s  troops  not  being  supplied  with  rations.  The  advance  was,  how- 
ever, commenced  by  a brigade  being  thrown  forward  and  occupying 
the  vicinity  of  the  creek  between  the  parsonage  and  Willis’  Church, 
vedettes  and  skirmishers  occupying  the  parsonage  and  overlooking  the 
battle  ground  of  July  1.  The  other  brigade  of  Ripley  and  the  whole 
command  were  ordered  to  march  in  easy  supporting  distance.  A bri- 
gade also  occupied  Gatewood’s,  to  guard  against  any  movement  from 
the  left. 

I then  wrote  to  General  Longstreet,  and,  informing  him  of  my  move- 
ments, suggested  that  General  Jones’  command  or  a brigade  be  ad- 
vanced from  that  side,  taking  its  artillery.  I did  this  because  the  road 
at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  beyond  Willis’  Church  had  been  blockaded 
by  the  enemy,  making  it  impassable  for  artillery. 

Shortly  afterward  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
Malvern  Hill  and  our  cavalry  occupied  it.  General  Longstreet  coming 
up,  I rode  forward  with  him  to  the  heights,  and  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Rodes,  Toombs,  and  Jones  coming  forward,  occupied  them  at 
Crew’s  house  and  to  the  right  and  left. 

During  the  Gth  and  7th  between  30  and  40  stragglers  were  brought 
in  from  the  enemy.  All  that  were  questioned  spoke  of  a very  large 
force  of  infantry  occupying  Malvern  Heights  and  the  adjacent  country, 
and  of  from  three  to  six  regiments  of  cavalry.  More  confidence  was 
given  to  the  reports  of  prisoners  than  would  otherwise  have  been  done, 
because  it  was  believed  they  had  purposely  thrown  themselves  in  the 
way  of  our  pickets,  wishing  to  be  captured.  Many  stated  that  General 
Heintzelman  was  in  command  on  Malvern  Hill,  &c.  I saw  nothing  to 
indicate  an  iiitention  of  the  enemy  to  occupy  Malvern  Hill  permanently, 
or  if  such  was  their  purpose  they  had  neglected  the  usual  precaution  of 
fortifications. 


I returned  to  my  old  camps  on  yesterday.  I saw  several  men  on 
the  way  prostrated  with  sun  stroke,  and  have  understood  that  some  of 
the  cases  proved  fatal.  The  march  would  have  been  made  during  the 
night  previous,  but  my  commissary  had  estimated  for  subsistence  stores, 
and  they  had  been  sent  down  to  Fisher’s  and  unloaded  in  the  field 
during  his  absence,  the  wagons  in  which  they  came  returning  at  once 
to  town. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 

Col.  R.  H.  Chilton,  Adjutant- General  to  General  Lee. 


AUGUST  14-19,  1862. — Operations  of  the  Union  Cavalry  in  covering  the 
movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Harrison’s  Landing  to  Will- 
iamsburg. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasonton^  U.  S.  Armijj  commanding  Second 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade  of  Cavalry, 

YorJctoivnj  August  20,  1862. 

General  : Having  finished  the  march  from  Haxall’s  to  this  place,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  service  performed 
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by  iiiy  conimaiul  as  tlie  rear  guard  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac  iu 
coveriug  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Harrison’s  Lauding  to  AVill- 
iamsburg  from  the  14th  to  the  19th  instant: 

After  withdrawing  from  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
instant,  I received  orders  to  hold  the  Ilaxall  position  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  having  no  infantry.  General  Sumner  very  kindly  sent 
me  the  Irish  Brigade,  which  I posted  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  my 
position  and  in  support  of  the  batteries,  at  that  time  three  in  number, 
viz,  Eobert son’s,  Benson’s,  and  Hazzard’s.  The  cavalry  brigade  was 
posted  as  follows : The  First  and  Sixth  Cavalry  on  the  left,  near  the 
river,  on  a line  with  the  batteries  and  with  the  gunboat  Port  Eojail, 
whose  gnus  could  sweep  our  entire  front,  while  the  Eighth  Illinois  and 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  in  rear  and  to  the  left  of  the  bat- 
teries in  support  of  them. 

pickets  were  I J miles  to  the  front,  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  pickets 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Turkey  Creek,  and  extended  some  3 miles  from 
right  to  left.  Besides  this  line  of  pickets,  frequent  patrols  passed  up 
and  down  all  the  roads  leading  from  the  front  and  right  to  my  position. 
The  enemy  kept  a strong  picket  force  on  Turkey  Creek  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  and  made  several  attempts  to  drive  my  pickets  back  from 
their  position;  but  knowing  the  great  importance  of  not  falling  back 
at  that  time,  my  line  was  re-enforced  and  always  maintained  itself.  In 
these  affairs  1 or  2 men  were  wounded  every  day. 

On  the  14th  instant  instructions  were  received  from  you  to  send  the 
Irish  Brigade  and  Hazzard’s  battery  to  their  respective  commands,  and 
also  to  extend  my  pickets  on  the  first  and  second  Long  Bridge  roads 
and  on  the  Middle  road.  These  instructions  were  immediately  carried 
into  effect,  and  left  my  command  composed  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
Cavalry  and  the  two  Horse  Batteries,  Robertson’s  and  Benson’s.  My 
line  of  pickets  and  scouts  then  covered  a distance  of  some  15  miles,  hav- 
ing numerous  parties  4 and  5 miles  out  on  all  the  roads  leading  into 
Harrison’s  Landing  and  the  line  of  march  of  the  army. 

It  was  not  possible  for  the  enemy  to  have  advanced  in  any  direction 
without  timely  warning  being  given. 

To  confuse  the  enemy,  I desired  Captain  Morris,  of  the  Port  Royal, 
to  shell  Malvern  Hill,  where  they  were  posted.  He  complied  with  my 
request,  and  with  such  effect  the  rebels  became  much  alarmed,  doubled 
their  pickets,  and  showed  themselves  in  force  on  the  hill,  evidently 
expecting  our  sudden  advance.  Having  succeeded  in  this.  Captain 
Morris  (piietly  fell  back  to  his  position  on  the  left  of  my  line.  • 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  Capt.  John  Rodgers,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer 
Galena,  arrived,  and  generously  offered  me  any  assistance  I might  want, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  receive  and  keep  in  custody  all  per- 
sons in  that  neighborhood  who  could  give  information  to  the  enemy  of 
our  movements. 

Having  then  been  notified  that  the  last  army  corps  had  left  Harri- 
son’s Landing  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  I caused  the  timber  to  be 
slashed  from  the  river  to  a point  beyond  the  Haxall  road,  thus  obstruct- 
ing any  passage  for  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  withdrew  the  main  body 
of  my  command  after  dark  to  the  position  at  Clarke’s,  near  the  second 
Long  Bridge  road.  My  pickets  in  front  of  Haxall’s  were  not  with- 
drawn until  after  midnight,  and  then  took  up  a position  west  of  our 
lines  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  the  reserves  being  held  within  the  lines. 
The  pickets  on  the  first  and  second  Long  Bridge  roads  remaining  in 
position,  some  of  the  enemy’s  vedettes  came  down  the  first  Long  Bridge 
roa<l  that  night,  but  retired  when  fired  upon. 
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Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  I sent  a squadron  of  cavalry  down 
the  Charles  City  road  to  Jones’  Bridge,  thence  down  the  Chickahominy 
to  Barrett’s  Ferry.  This  >sqnadron  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  and 
joined  the  command  at  Barrett’s  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the  18th. 
Notice  having  been  received  that  the  last  of  the  army  was  within  (J 
miles  of  Barrett’s  Ferry,  I moved  mj^  command  from  Clarke’s  at  0 p.  m. 
on  the  17th,  leaving  the  pickets  and  reserves  to  follow  after  dark.  On 
the  march  from  Charles  City  Court-House  to  Barrett’s  Ferry  large  num- 
bers of  stragglers  from  the  different  corps  of  the  army  were  arrested 
and  brought  forward,  and  although  the  stragglers  kept  coming  in  for 
twenty -four  hours  after  I had  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  yet  with  the 
assistance  of  the  gunboats  at  the  ferry,  very  few,  if  any  of  them,  were 
left  on  the  opposite  shore. 

About  4.30  o’clock  iu  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  the  enemy  appeared 
in  force  from  Haxall’s  to  the  plain  in  front  of  our  lines  to  the  west  of 
Harrison’s  Landing.  Both  infantry  and  cavalry  were  seen.  One  squad- 
ron of  the  latter  charged  onr  pickets  and  succeeded  in  severely  wound- 
ing one  of  the  men.  On  hearing  this  I dispatched  two  squadrons  to 
support  the  picket,  and  brought  off  the  wounded  man  in  an  ambu- 
lance. 

The  enemy  made  no  further  demonstration,  and  after  dark  all  my 
pickets  and  reserves  were  withdrawn  to  our  position,  3 miles  from 
Barrett’s  Ferry.  A rear  guard  of  one  squadron  was  left  some  5 or  0 
miles  to  the  rear  to  slash  the  timber  across  the  road  through  the  woods. 
At  10  o’clock  a.  m.  on  tlie  18th  my  whole  command  had  crossed  the 
Chickahominy,  having  successfully^  executed  the  orders  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  with  the  loss  of  but  1 man  wounded. 

On  the  lOtli  the  command  marched  from  Barrett’s  Ferry  to  York- 
town,  by  the  way  of  Jamestown  and  Williamsburg.  The  road  by  the 
way  of  Jamestown  to  Williamsburg  is  an  excellent  one;  but  little 
longer  than  the  direct  road,  and  with  much  less  dust. 

Ill  conclusion,  general,  x)ermit  me  to  recommend  to  favorable  notice 
the  important  services  that  have  been  rendered  by  the  following-named 
officers,  viz:  Col.  D.  McM.  Gregg  and  Major  Huey,  of  the  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry;  Majors  Clendenin  and  Beveridge,  of  the  Eiglith 
Illinois  Cavalry;  Cants.  William  Sanders  and  Gregg,  Sixth  Pegular 
Cavalry;  Captain  Kobertson,  Second  Artillery,  and  Lieutenants  Wilson 
and  Hains,  of  the  same  regiment. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Signal  Corps  was  fully  shown  in  the  reconnais- 
sance at  Malvern  Hill,  and  the  subsequent  service  with  tlie  command 
of  Lieutenants  Clark  and  Camp,  of  that  corjis,  entitle  them  to  special 
consideration  for  advancement  in  their  branch  of  the  profession. 

My  staff  officers — Capt.  A.  J.  Cohen,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Lieutenant  Ward,  Sixth  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Granger,  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  aides-de-canqi;  First  Lieutenant  Sj^angler,  Sixth  Cav- 
alry, acting  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  J.  A.  Hall,  brigade  com- 
missary— were  at  all  times  active,  intelligent,  and  energetic  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

I respectfully  request  of  the  general  commanding  that  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  gallant  bearing  of  the  men  of  this  command  may  be  evinced 
by  permitting  the  following-named  regiments  and  batteries  to  inscribe 
on  their  colors  ‘^Malvern  Hill,  August  5,  1862:”  The  Sixth  Kegular 
Cavalry,  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  the  Eightli  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, Bobeitson’s  battery  of  Horse  Artillery,  Benson’s  battery  of  Horse 
Artillery.  These  were  the  only  troo])s  that  were  actively  engaged  with 
the  enemy  on  that  day;  the  only  troops  that  followed  in  pursuit,  and 
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that  were  the  last  to  leave  the  liehl  when  the  army  was  withdiawn. 
They  victoriously  closed  the  lighting  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on 
the  Peninsula. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PLEASONTON, 
Brigadier- Oeneral^  Commanding. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff . 


AUGUST  17,  1862. — Reconnaissance  toward  Forge  Bridge. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Martin.^  Jeff.  Davis  Legion. 

White  Oak  Swamp,  Va., 

August  17,  18G2. 

General:  Lieutenant  Waring,  who,  with  12  men,  was  detailed  to 
make  the  reconnaissance  you  ordered  toward  Forge  Bridge,  has  just 
returned.  He  went  within  a mile  of  the  bridge  and  found  his  farther 
progress  checked  by  the  presence  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  The  negroes 
and  women  (all  the  white  men  citizens  had  been  arrested  or  had  run 
away)  all  concurred  in  representing  that  the  enemy  was  steadily  pass- 
ing down  on  the  N^ew  Kent  road,  which  turns  to  the  right  half  a mile 
beyond  Forge  Bridge.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  a large  part 
of  the  enemy’s  force  is  on  its  way  either  across  the  Peninsula  to  York 
River  or  going  toward  Williamsburg.  I think  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  movement  is  toward  West  Point  or  the  White  House.  There  is  a 
rumor  in  New  Kent  that  Douglas’  cavalry  had  been  at  the  Court-House 
and  had  been  captured,  as  they  had  not  been  heard  from  for  some  days. 
Two  gunboats  were  reported  as  being  up  near  the  White  House.  I 
regret  that  Lieutenant  Waring  did  not  prosecute  his  inquiries  further 
and  ascertain  with  certainty  the  point  toward  which  the  enemy  was 
moving. 

Very  respectfullv, 

WILL.  T.  MARTIN, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel.,  Commanding. 

General  Wade  Hampton, 

Headquarters  Hampton’s  Brigade. 


Embracing  reports,  etc.,  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper  sequence. 


JUNE  25-JULY  1,  1862.-Seven-days’  Battles. 


Report  ofMcij.  Elisha  8.  Kellogg^  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  of  operations 

June  22-July  5. 

Camp  near  Harrison’s  Bar,  Virginia, 

July  5, 18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  hereby  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
batteries  under  my  command  from  June  22  to  July  5,  18i»2 : 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  Battery  F,  consisting  of  five  4J-inch 
Rodman  guns,  with  250  rounds  of  ammunition,  left  White  House  for  camp 
near  Gaines’  Mill  on  the  evening  of  June  22.  After  proceeding  about  5 
miles  the  train  was  halted  for  the  night  on  account  of  the  bad  road  and 
the  extreme  darkness,  but  at  daylight  it  was  again  in  motion  and  reached 
camp  at  2 p.  m.  June  23.  At  7 p.  m.  of  the  same  day  it  was  moved  to  the 
earthworks  already  prepared  for  it  on  the  bluff  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Hogan’s 
house,  subsequently  designated  as  ^‘Battery  Porter  j”  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion during  the  night,  and  at  6 a.  m.  June  24  was  in  readiness  for  action. 
At  0.30  p.  m.  seven  shells  were  fired  and  the  result  pronounced  satis- 
factory. Battery  B,  consisting  of  five  fiOqiounder  Parrott  guns, with  250 
rounds  of  ammunition,  left  White  House  June  23  at  7 p.  m.,  but  incou- 
sequcDce  of  a severe  rain  was  parked  for  the  night  after  having  ad- 
vanced about  0 miles.  At  daybreak  if  again  moved  forward,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  gun,  which  was  left  behind  under  guard  (the  tongue 
of  the  limber  having  been  broken),  reached  its  destination  at  12  m.  June 
24.  After  a delay  of  an  hour  it  was  moved  to  earthworks  on  the  left 
and  rear  of  Hr.  Gaines’  house,  designated  as  ^‘Battery  Sykes,”  and  was 
immediately  placed  in  position.  The  remaining  gun  arrived  about  6 
]).  111.,  thus  rendering  the  battery  complete.  At  9.30  a.  m.  June  25 
Battery  F opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries  across  the  Chickahominy  River 
and  also  on  the  houses  of  Mrs.  Price  and  Dr.  Garnett  with  good  effect. 
An  hour  later  Battery  B also  opened  on  Mrs.  Price’s  house  and  the 
woods  near  it,  distant  2,600  yards,  to  which  the  enemy  replied,  but  at 
12.30  p.  m.  the  whole  line  of  rebel  batteries  was  silenced.  The  firing 
from  both  batteries  continued  at  intervals  until  about  4 p.  m.,  when  the 
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enemy  opened  witli  a very  brisk  fire  on  Battery  F,  occasioning,  however, 
no  dannige.  This  was  most  spiritedly  returned  until  6.30  p.  m.,  when, 
meeting  with  no  response  from  the  enemy,  the  two  batteries  ceased 
firing,  Battery  F having  expended  183  rounds  of  ammunition  and  Bat- 
tery B 81  rounds.  The  signal  officer  reported  that  the  ranges  during 
the  day  were  very  good,  causing  the  rebels  to  remove  their  camps,  the 
shells  striking  in  the  midst  of  their  batteries,  dismounting  their  largest 
gun  that  had  as  yet  opened,  and,  to  use  his  own  language,  doing  very 
great  damage.”  At  2 p.  m.  June  26,  by  order  of  General  Porter,  Bat- 
tery B opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  camps  in  the  rear  of  the  woods  directly 
in  front  of  General  Smith’s  division,  and  also  directed  four  guns  at  Old 
Tavern,  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Mrs.  Price’s  house ; at  the  same  time 
Battery  F commenced  firing  at  the  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  At  4.30  p.  m.  an  order  was  received  from  General  Porter  direct- 
ing that  all  the  ammunition  and  camp  equipage  should  be  packed  up 
and  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  Having  no  trans- 
portation,! accordingly  directed  Lieutenant  Whittelsey  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Gaines’  Mill  and  ascertain  what  means  for  moving  the  guns 
could  be  provided,  with  orders  to  procure  a sufficient  number  of  horses 
or  mules  to  remove  Battery  B,  together  with  at  least  two  wagons  foe 
ammunition,  &c.,  and  not  to  report  without  them.  In  the  mean  time 
firing  was  continued  at  intervals  of  four  minutes.  At  6 p.  m.  Lieutenant 
Whittelsey  reported  with  five  teams  of  six  mules  each  for  the  guns  and 
two  wagons,  in  accordance  with  my  directions.  The  guns  were  limbered 
and,  together  with  the  wagons,  were  drawn  into  the  road  under  a cover 
of  a bank  and  just  out  of  range  of  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries. There  being  as  yet  no  transportation  for  Battery  F,  and  having 
ascertained  that  no  implements  were  at  hand  either  for  spiking  the  guns 
or  breaking  off  their  trunnions  provided  the  advance  of  the  enemy  should 
render  it  necessary  to  leave  them  behind,  I directed  Captain  Dow  to 
burst  the  guns  if  they  could  in  no  way  be  saved.  I then  went  to  Gen- 
eral Porter’s  headquarters ; learned  that  ample  transportation  would  be 
provided  by  8 p.  m.,  and  received  orders  to  report  immediately  at  the 
headquarters  of  General  Smith  by  way  of  Duane’s  Bridge.  Captain 
Dow  liaving  been  instructed  by  me  to  proceed  with  his  guns  at  the 
earliest  moment.  Battery  B moved  forward  at  9 p.  m.  and  reported  to 
General  Smith  at  11  p.  m.  The  guns  were  then  parked  and  the  men 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  June  27  Battery  B was  ordered  to  be  placed  in  position 
on  Golding’s  Hill  in  front  of  General  Smith’s  division,  which  order  was 
accordingly  obeyed,  and  at  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a severe  fire  of 
shell,  which  was  promptly  replied  to  by  the  battery.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  men  were  subjected  to  a cross-fire  from  another  rebel  battery,  to  which 
immediate  response  was  made  by  three  of  the  guns.  At  the  expiration 
of  about  two  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  action  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters  reporting  that  his  guns  were 
dismounted  and  he  compelled  to  retire  from  his  positions,  at  4 p.  m.,  by 
order  of  General  Smith,  the  battery  was  withdrawn  to  the  open  plain 
within  his  lines. 

Battery  F having  arrived  at  9.30  a.  m.,  by  way  of  Woodbury’s  Bridge, 
it  was  ordered  into  position  on  Golding’s  Hill  to  the  right  of  the  redoubt 
erected  in  front  of  General  Smith’s  division,  and  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  at  Gaines’  house  with  extremely  good  effect,  the  shells  from  the 
battery  constantly  falling  in  and  near  their  ranks,  compelling  them  to 
disperse  and  retire  to  the  woods. 
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About  6 p.  111.  a heavy  fire  of  shell  and  musketry  ojiened  on  the  bat- 
tery, as  well  as  the  whole  camp,  by  the  enemy  posted  in  the  woods 
directly  in  front.  One  gun  was  immediately  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
while  the  balance  were  withdrawn  to  park  by  order  of  General  Smith. 
This  gun  remained  in  position  nearly  an  hour  under  a severe  fire,  when 
the  enemy  having  made  a charge  through  the  woods,  distant  about  1,()()0 
yards,  it  also  was  withdrawn,  together  with  most  of  the  ammunition,  by 
the  detachment  which  had  been  working  it,  as  no  other  transportation 
.could  be  obtained. 

The  incessant  fire  of  musketry  continning,  and  anticipating  an  attack, 
I formed  Companies  B and  D (which  composed  the  force  attached  to  Bat- 
tery B)  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  guns,  and  ordered  them  to  lie 
down,  as  bullets  were  falling  thickly  about  them.  Then  advancing  to 
the  front  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  hearing  an  officer  giv- 
ing directions  to  form  two  companies  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a 
bridge  leading  to  the  camp,  I informed  him  that  I had  two  companies 
already  in  line,  and  asked  as  a favor  permission  from  him  to  occupy 
the  position  with  my  command,  which  request  he  kindly  granted.  Ac- 
cordingly I moved  forward  at  double-quick  to  the  bridge,  and  remained 
until  2 a.  m.  June  28,  when  by  permission  of  Colonel  Hancock  I returned 
with  my  command  to  the  guns  and  bivouacked.  At  daybreak  the  bal- 
ance of  the  ammunition  belonging  to  Battery  F was  brought  away,  and 
orders  having  been  received  to  report  to  Colonel  Hunt,  the  batteries 
moved  forward  to  his  headquarters,  near  Hr.  Trent’s  house.  By  him 
I was  instructed  to  report  to  General  Barry  at  Savage  Station,  who 
ordered  me  to  jjlace  Battery  B in  park  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad 
and  send  back  sufficient  transportation  for  Battery  F,  Captain  How 
having  permitted  bis  teams  to  be  taken  away  near  Trent’s  house  at  the 
command  of  some  other  officer.  These  instructions  were  immediately 
complied  with ; Battery  F was  brought  up  and  the  guns  remained  in  this 
position  until  your  arrival. 

In  accordance  with  your  order  to  imoceed  to  White  Oak  Bridge  and 
report  to  General  Keyes,  the  batteries  moved  forward  at  4 p.  m.,  but  on 
reaching  the  point  where  the  road  turns  to  the  left  toward  White  Oak 
Swamp  and  finding  it  completely  blocked  with  wagons,  artillery,  &c., 
I halted  the  train,  went  forward,  accompanied  by  Major  Hemingway 
(who  had  joined  me  with  his  batteries  shortly  previous),  and  reported 
in  person  to  General  Keyes  at  his  headquarters.  By  him  I was  instructed 
to  report  to  General  Woodbury,  near  White  Oak  Bridge,  who  ordered  me 
to  move  across  the  bridge  and  encamp  about  miles  from  it  to  the  right 
in  the  most  convenient  place,  which  was  accordingly  done,  under  your 
direction,  and  the  batteries  placed  in  park  about  12  m.  June  29. 

At  10  a.  m.  June  30  the  batteries  proceeded  to  Turkey  Bend,  in  com- 
l)liauce  with  your  order,  and  were  again  parked  in  an  open  field  to  the 
right  of  the  main  road.  About  7 p.  m.,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
received  from  you,  a train  was  formed,  composed  of  Batteries  B and  F, 
together  with  two  10-pounder  Whitworth  guns  and  two  8-inch  siege 
howitzers,  which  moved  forward  under  command  of  Major  Hemingway 
to  Malvern  Hill,  distant  about  2^  miles. 

In  order  to  place  the  guns  in  the  position  assigned  them  it  became 
necessary  to  move  them  up  a very  steep  bluff,  which  was  accomplished 
by  the  assistance  of  three  companies  with  drag-ropes  to  each  gun  in 
addition  to  the  teams.  At  7 a.  m.  July  1 Batteries  B and  F and  the 
Whitworth  guns  were  in  position  and  ready  for  action,  the  howitzer  not 
being  called  into  requisition. 
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About  10  a.  111.  liatteries  B and  F opened  fire  at  long  range,  wliieli 
eontinned  during  llie  day  and  was  replied  to  by  the  rebel  batteries. 
At  0.30  p.  111.  the  enemy  having  advanced  in  force  and  engaged  the  in- 
fantry on  the  left  and  in  front,  I received  orders  from  General  Por- 
ter (Major  Uemingway  having  been  previously  called  from  the  field)  to 
withdraw  the  guns,  and  accordingly  ordered  up  the  teams  for  them.  On 
being  informed  that  two  of  the  wagoners  had  gone  off  with  their  mules 
during  the  brisk  fire  of  musketry  that  was  then  going  on,  I ordered 
Captain  Rockwood  with  Company  E to  draw  one  of  the  howitzers  and 
Captain  Ager  with  Company  K to  draw  the  other. 

The  guns,  together  with  all  the  ammunition,  were  brought  safely  down 
the  bluff',  and  reached  the  camp  of  the  night  previous,  at  Turkey  Bend, 
at  11  p.  m.,  the  howitzers  having  been  drawm  the  whole  distance  by 
hand.  At  daylight  July  2 Batteries  B and  F,  together  with  the  two 
howitzers,  moved  forward  to  Harrison’s  Bar,  the  rain  falling  in  torrents 
and  rendering  the  roads  almost  imiiassable. 

The  howitzers  were  drawn  for  some  distance  by  Comjianies  E and  K, 
assisted  by  Company  L,  when  I took  two  mule  teams  from  a wagon  train 
in  the  road  and  attaching  them  to  these  two  guns  relieved  the  men. 
Proceeding  in  this  manner,  the  batteries,  with  all  their  implements,  am- 
munition, &c.,  reached  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  near  Harrison’s 
Bar  at  12.30  ji.  m.  July  2. 

The  officers  and  men  of  both  batteries  have  conducted  themselves 
during  the  extreme  hardships  and  danger  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected with  the  greatest  coolness  and  bravery.  Their  toilsome  marches 
and  arduous  labors  have  been  performed  not  only  faithfully  but  cheer- 
fully, and  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Especially  must  I call  to  notice 
the  great  labor  and  difficulty  attending  the  placing  of  the  batteries  in 
position  on  Malvern  Hill  on  the  night  of  June  30,  which  could  only  be 
eff'ected  by  drawing  the  guns  up  an  extremely  abrui)t  ascent  to  the  top 
of  the  bluff',  and  which  was  accomplished  only  by  uniting  the  efforts  of 
the  men  with  those  of  the  mules.  I would  also  especially  mention  that 
Lieutenant  Whittelsey,  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  two  batteries  under 
my  command,  rendered  me  valuable  service  in  procuring  transportation, 
in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  which  were  performed  in  a highly  credit- 
able manner. 

The  casualties  which  have  occurred  are  as  follows  : 

In  the  action  on  Golding’s  Hill,  June  27,  Sergeant  Hyland,  Company 
B,  was  mortally  wounded ; Private  Copeland,  Company  D,  mortally 
wounded ; Private  Weed,  Company  F,  wounded  by  musket-ball  in  fleshy 
part  of  the  leg. 

In  the  action  on  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  by  the  explosion  of  a shell  from 
a gunboat,  which  struck  in  Battery  F,  Private  Goodyear,  Company  F, 
was  mortally  wounded  ; Privates  Sweetland,  Murray,  and  Bodge,  Com- 
pany F,  wounded  in  fieshy  part  of  the  leg. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  I remain,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ELISHA  S.  KELLOGG, 

Major  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 

Col.  Robert  O.  Tyler, 

First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces  durinfj  Seven-dans^  Battles, 

June  25-July  X 1802. 


fCompiletl  from  nomiual  lists  of  casualties,  rcturus,  etc.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

1 Aggregate. 

Ilemarks. 

j Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

02 

a? 

o 

o 

j Enlisted  men.  j 

'eS 

'o 

H 

j Officers. 

1 Enlisted  men. 

' 1 

o 

H 

JACKSON'S  CORPS. 

■Whiting’s  Division. 

Hood's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

IHtli  Georgia 

2 

12 

14 

7 

121 

128 

3 

3 

145 

15  enlisted  men  of  the  brigade 

1 

12 

13 

6 

59 

65 

78 

mort'ftlly^  woimclGd. 

4th  Texas  

3 

41 

44 

20 

188 

208 



1 

1 

253 

Corporal  Trezevant,  Hami)- 

1 

12 

13 

5 

57 

62 

75 

T.Aorinti  /pniiTiAT*  ■fni’ 

Hampton  Legion 

2 

2 

2 

16 

18 

20 

General  Archer),  killed. 

— 

— 

— 

not  included. 

Total 

7 

79 

86 

40 

441 

481 

4 

4 

571 

MALVEUN  HILL. 

1 

14 

15 

3 

20 

23 

2 

2 

2 

9 

1 

12 

Total 

6 

45 

1 

52 

Law's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

4th  Alabama 

1 

21 

22 

8 

100 

108 

2 

2 

132 

8 enlisted  men  of  the  bri- 

2d Mississippi 

3 

18 

21 

5 

74 

79 

100 

gade  reported  mortally 

11th  Mississippi 

18 

18 

9 

133 

142 

3 

3 

163 

wounded. 

6th  North  Carolina 

5 

5 

3 

43 

46 

51 

Total 

4 

62 

66 

25 

350 

375 

5 

5 

446 

MALVKHN  HILL.  j 

4th  Alabama 

2 

2 

2 

11 

13 

15 

IVfiasissippi  ! 

1 

1 

1 

9 

10 

11 

1 1 th  Mississippi  1 

1 

1 

2 

18 

20 

21 

Gth  North  Carolina 

5 

59 

64 

64 

llcilly’s  battery,  Ilowan  (N. 

12 

12 

12 

C.)  Artillery. 

'^I'rttfll  

4 

4 

10 

Il09 

119 

123 

Jackson’s  Division. 

Winder's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

od  Vir'J'inia. .............  - 

2 

4 

6 

4 

17 

21 

27 

4ti'  Vii’P'iiiia,  

1 

3 

4 

4 

5th  Virginia 

1 

5 

6 

6 

26 

32 

38 

27th  Virginia : 

2 

2 

2 

33d  Virginia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

3 

10 

13 

12 

50 

62 

— 

— 

75 



MALVERN  HILL. 

2d  Virginia 

2 

2 

2 

4th  Virginia 

1 

6 

7 

25 

25 

32 

5th  Virginia 

1 

i 

13 

14 

15 

07fli  Virginia,  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

IKid  Virginia 

4 

4 

1 

28 

29 

33 

C.arpenter’s  (Va.)  battery.. 

2 

2 

5 

5 

7 

I’oagne  llattery,  liock- 

2 

2 

10 

10 

12 

hridge  (Va.)  Artillery. 

'I’nlal 

1 

16 

17 

3 

84 

87 

104 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces,  — Continued. 


Command. 


Jackson’s  Division— Con. 
Jones'  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

48th  Virginia... 

1st  Virginia  (Irish)  Batt’n. 

Total 

MALVERN  HILL. 


Staff 

48th  Virginia 

Total 

Fulkerson's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL  AND  MALVERN 
HILL. 

10th  Virginia 

23d  Virginia 

37th  Virginia 

Wooding’s  battery,  Dan- 
ville (Va.)  Artillery. 

Total 

Lawton's  Brigade. 
GAINES’  MILL. 

13th  Georgia 

26th  Georgia 

31st  Georgia 

38th  Georgia 

60th  Georgia 

61st  Georgia 

Total 

MALVERN  HILL. 

13th  Georgia 

38th  Georgia 

60th  Georgia 

Total 

Ewell’s  Division. 
Elzey's  Brigade. 
GAINES’  MILL. 


staff 

12th  Georgia 

13th  Virginia 

25th  Virginia 

31st  Virginia 

44th  Virginia 

52d  Virginia 

58th  Virginia 

Total 

MALVERN  HILL. 

12th  Georgia 

13th  Virginia 

25th  Virginia 

31st  Virginia 

44th  Virginia 

52d  V irginia 

58th  Virginia 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


13 


15 


18 


103 


106 


18 


368 


492 


65 


76 


47  I 25 


172  197 


28 


32 


246 


1 ! 1 1 .'8 


Remarks. . 


Xo  casualties  reported  in 
Twenty-first  and  Forty- 
second  Virginia. 

1 enlisted  man  of  brigade 
mortally  wounded. 

No  casualties  reported  in 
Twenty-first  and  Forty- 
second  Virginia  Regi- 
ments and  First  Virginia 
(Irish)  Battahon. 


No  casualties  reported  in 
Twenty-sixth,  Thirty-finst, 
and  Sixty -first  Regiments. 


Total 
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I I 

Killed.  Wounded. 


Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total.  1 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Ewell’s  Division.— Con. 

Trimble's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL  AND  MALVERN 

HILL. 

‘)> 

33 

35 

4 

Ill 

115 

150 

21st  Georgia 

1 

19 

20 

5 

75 

80 

11 

11 

111 

IGth  Missi-ssippi 

1 

14 

15 

7 

44 

51 



19 

19 

85 

21st  Xoith  Carolina 

1 

1 

3 

26 

29 



15 

15 

45 

1st  Daltalion  (X.C.)  Sharp- 

1 

4 

5 

4 

4 

9 

shooters. 

Total 

4 

67 

71 

20 

260 

280 

.... 

49 

49 

400 

Seymour's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL 

1 

7 

8 

2 

37 

39 

47 

6 

6 

3 

32 

35 

41 

1 

6 

7 

1 

36 

37 

44 

4 

4 

15 

15 

19 

3 

3 

6 

16 

16 

22 

"isiana. 

Carrington’s  Battery,  Char- 

1 

1 

1 

lottesville  (Va.)  Artillery. 

Total 

5 

27 

32 

6 

136 

142 

174 

MALVERN  HILL. 

6th  Louisiana 

2 

7 

9 

1 

27 

28 

37 

7th  Louisiana 

1 

6 

7 

2 

18 

20 

27 

8th  Louisiana 

1 

7 

8 

32 

32 

40 

9th  Louisiana 

10 

10 

10 

1st  Special  Battalion,  Lou- 

2 

2 

2 

isiana. 

Carrington’s  Battery,  Char- 

2 

2 

2 

lottesville  (Va.)  Artillery. 

Total 

4 

20 

24 

3 

91 

94 

118 

Maryland  Line. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

1st  Maryland 

2 

2 

6 

6 

8 

1 

Total  

O 

2 

6 

6 

8 

MALVERN  HILL. 

1 st  Maryland 

1 

1 

1 

Baltimore  Artillery  (Brock- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

enhrough). 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 



D.  H.  BILL'S  BIYISION. 

Bodes'  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

3d  Alabama 

2 

14 

16 

.5th  Alabama 

21 

45 

66 

6th  Alabama 

3 

13 

16 

12th  Alabama 

1 

11 

12 

26th  Alabama 

4 

28 

32 

Carter’s  battery,Kiug  Will- 

3 

3 

iam  (Va.)  Artillery. 

Total 

....1... 

31 

114 

1 

jl45 



Missing. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces,  ^c. — Coutiuued. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


Command. 

CO 

O 

m 

o 

1 Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

1 Total. 

Aggregate. 

Bodes'  Brigade — Cont’d. 

MALVERN  HILL. 

37 

26 

8 

10 

163 

66 

39 

76 

200 

92 

47 

86 

Total  

81 

344 

425 

G.  B.  Anderson's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL  AND  MALVERN 
HILL. 

Total  

159 

704 

863 

Garland's  Brigade. 

MECIIANICSVILLE,  GAINES' 
MILL,  AND  MALVERN  HILL. 

10 

49 

28 

90 

5 

3 

10 

51 

29 

93 

6 

3 

2 

9 

2 

11 

7 

20 
151 
78  1 
270 
73 
14 

22 

160 

80 

281 

80 

14 

*2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

6 

36 

212 

113 

380 

86 

17 

2 

1 

3 

1 

13th  Xoi'th  Carolina 

20th  Xorth  Carolina 

23d  Xoi’i  h Carolina 

Total 

7 

185 

192 

ir 

606 

637 

3 

12 

15 

844 

Colquitt's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

13tlx  

4 

22 

3 

9 

6 

40 

131 

26 

76 

33 

44 

156 

29 

86 

39 

filll  rjfinrjria,  .... 

3 

23d  Georgia  

2''th  Gf'<^T’<Tiji,  - 

1 

2X|1'  tlpni’in.'l, 

Total  

44 

306 

4 

354 

JIALVERN  HILL. 

13th  Alabama 

10 

15 

1 

2 

3 

47 

28 

30 

26 

37 

57 

43 

31 

28 

41 

6th  Georgia 

22ft  npiorgin,  

27th  Geoi’gia 

28th  Georgia  

1 

Total  

31 

168 

1 

200 

Ripley's  Brigade. 

MECIIANICSVILLE. 

P.n.rnlitia 

1 

36 

7 

71 

3 

2 

105 

39 

264 

30 

17 

1 

142 

46 

335 

33 

19 

3d  North  Carolina. ... 

44th  Georgia  

4^tlj  

Ixliclt's  . - . 

Total  

119 

455 

1 575 

GAINES*  MILL. 

1st  IToPtll 



4 

1 

3 

8 

10 

15 

30 

61 

20 

16 

33 

69 

3d  North  Carolina  ....... 

.... 

q’ntal  

__ 



Remarks. 


Loss  not  reported  by  regi- 
ments. 


28  horses  killed  or  disabled. 
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Coiumand. 


liijtleifs  Brigade — Cont’d. 

malvekK  hill, 

Ist  Xorth  Carolina 

lid  North  Carolina 

44  th  Georgia 

48th  Georgia 

Total 


MAOltUDElt'li  CORPS. 
Jones’  Division. 
Toombs'  Brigade. 

OAliNETT’S  AND  GOLDING’S 
FARMS.* 

2d  Georgia  t 

loth  Georgia 

17th  Georgia 

20th  Georgia 


Total 

MALVERN  HILL. 

‘Jd  Georgia  t 

15th  Georgia 

17th  Georgia 

20th  Georgia 


Total 

Anderson's  Brigade.X 

GARNETT’S  AND  GOLDING’S 
FARMS.* 

1 St  Georgia  (Eegulars) 

7th  Georgia 

8th  Georgia 

9th  Georgia 

11th  Georgia 

Total 

TEACH  ORCHARD. 

1st  Georgia  ( Regulars) .. . 

7th  Georgia 

11th  Georgia 

Total 

MALVERN  HILL. 

1st  Georgia  (Regulars)... 

7tli  Georgia 

8th  Georgia 

9th  Georgia  

nth  Georgia 

Total 


Killed. 


1 40 


Wounded. 


4 62 

4 53 

.1  18 

i 3 


191 


41 


8 136  144 


6 23 

6 42 

...  8 
1 1 22 
3 I 47 


16  1142  il58 


Missing. 


75 


264 


11 


9 11 


20 


198 


Kemarks. 


12  enlisted  men  reported  mor- 
tally wounded  in  brigade. 


2 enlisted  men  reported  mor- 
tally wounded  in  brigade. 


4 enlisted  men  of  the  bri- 
gade reported  mortally 
wounded. 


1 enlisted  man  of  the  bri- 
gade reported  mortally 
wounded. 


1 enlisted  man  of  the  bri- 
gade reported  mortally 
wounded. 


Includes  affairs  on  June  27  and  28. 

tThe  Second  Georgia,  in  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms  and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  lost  3 
officers  killed  and  11  wounded,  18  enlisted  men  killed  and  169  wounded  (16  mortally).  Total  loss,  201. 

J in  Consolidated  Report  of  casualties  during  Seven-days’  Battles,  15  enlisted  men  of  First  Georgia 
are  reported  missing. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces,  ^c. — Continued. 


Command. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


Jones’  Division— Cont’d. 
Artillery. 

Brown’s  battery,  WiseC 
(Va.)  Artillery.  } 


Total. 


Hart’s  battery,  Washington 
(S.  C.)  Artillery. 


Total 

Lane’s  (Ga.)  battery  .. 

Total 

Moody’s  (La.)  battery. 


Total. 


Woolfolk’s  battery,  Ash- 
land (Va.)  Artillery. 


Total. 


McLaw’s  Division. 
Semmes'  Brigade. 

SAVAGE  STATION. 


10th  Georgia 

53d  Georgia 

5th  Louisiana 

10th  Louisiana 

15th  Virginia 

32d  Virginia 

Manly’s  (X.  C.)  battery 


Total. 


10 


9 I 


47 


MALVERN  HILL. 


Staff 

10th  Georgia 

53d  Georgia 

5th  Louisiana 

10th  Louisiana 

15th  Virginia 

32d  Virginia... 

Manly’s  (X.  C.)  battery 


Total. 


Kershaw's  Brigade.* 

SAVAGE  STATION. 


2d  South  Carolina - 
3d  South  Carolina 
7th  South  Carolina. 
8th  South  Carolina. 
Kemper’s  battery . . 


Total. 


18 


44 


20 


48 


52 


65 


225 


47 


53 


68 


54 


36 


61 


38 


63 


57 


151 


3 

9 1293 


Remarks. 


June  27. 
June  28. 


June  29.  Two  enlisted  men 
reported  mortally  wounded. 


June  26. 
June  27. 
July  1. 


June  28. 
June  29. 


June  27. 


In  reserve. 


Do. 

Do. 

3 horses  wounded. 


In  reserve. 


Do. 

Do. 

Xot  engaged. 


The  Seventh  South  Carolina  lost  1 enlisted  man  killed  and  3 wounded  in  a .skirmish  Jnne  2^. 


CiTAP.  XXIII.]  seven-days’  battles. 
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KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

d 

a 

® 

a 

® 

Command. 

a 

a 

6 

'C 

73 

73 

% 

u 

_® 

U 

® 

bX) 

3 

® 

® 

05 

"a 

o 

05 

'rt 

llo 

'a 

o 

ia 

'S 

"o 

'a 

0 

&J0 

O 

w 

H 

o 

H 

o 

W 

H 

-1 

Kershaw's  Brigade — Cont’d. 

MALVERN  HILL. 

8 

8 

3 

31 

34  ! 

4 

4 

46 

1 

1 

1 

17 

18  ! 

7 

26 

6 

6 

1 

24 

25 

”i 

8 

9 

40 

8th  South  Carolina 

2 

5 

7 

8 

28 

36  ; 

1 

8 

9 

52 

Total  

2 

20  1 

22 

13 

100 

113 

2 

27 

29 

164 

Magruder’s  Division. 

Cobb's  Brigade. 

MALVERN  HILL. 

2 

2 

2 

11 

11 

1 

49 

50 

2 

2 

63 

4 

4 

1 

28 

29 

33 

5 

25 

30 

15 

137 

ir-2 

182 

15th  Xorth  Carolina 

2 

19 

21 

11 

99 

110 

131 

Troup  (Ga.)  Artillery 

4 

4 

4 

Total 

7 

59 

66 

28 

319 

347 

.... 

2 

2 

415 

Barksdale's  Brigade. 

1 

SE\  EN-I)AYS’  BATTLES.* 

1 

115th  Mississippi 

28 

107 

135 

17th  Mississippi 

15 

92 

107 

18th  Mississipjii 

16 

116 

132 

21st  Mississiiipi 

32 

119 

151 

1 •• 

Total 

91 

434 

525 





LoycsTBJ.  i:r  s 

jji  visioy 

Kemper's  Brigade. 

GLENDALE. 

1st  Virginia 

2 

3 

8 

0 

11 

7th  Virginia 

2 

12 

"u 

6 

60 

66 

"3’ 

28 

31 

111 

11th  Virginia 

2 

7 

9 



50 

50 

2 

39 

41 

100 

17th  Virginia 

3 

14 

17 

2 

21 

23 

13 

60 

73 

113 

24th  Virginia 

1 

3 

1 ^ 

4 

57 

61 

1 

13 

14 

79 

Total 

8 

' 36 

44 

14 

191 

205 

19 

146 

165 

414 

Anderson's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

4th  Battalion,  South  Caro- 

1 

9 

9 

9 

lina. 

i"" 

5th  South  Carolina . 

21 

21 

8 

52 

60 

81 

Palmetto  (S.  C.)  Sharji- 

9 

9 

1 

73 

74 

83 

shooters. 

GLENDALE. 

4ih  Battalion,  South  Caro- 

L.. 

1 

1 

5 

31 

30 

1 

1 

38 

lina. 

51  li  South  (taroliii.a  

10 

13 

(5 

.53 

1 

1 1 

Palmetto  (S.  C.)  Sharp- 

4 

35 

39 

20 

195 

.}J 

215 

1 

1 .) 
254 

shooters. 

i 

1 

1 1 

lleDiarkB. 


18  enlisted  men  in  brigade  re- 
ported mortally  wounded. 


5 enlisted  men  in  brigade  re- 
ported mortally  wounded. 


8 enlisted  men  in  brigade  re- 
ported mortally  wounded. 


■'  The  statement  from  wbicli  compiled  is  signed  by  E.  L.  Costin,  assistant  adjutant-general.  It  piir- 
l)orts  to  cover  casualties  on  July  1 only.  It  is  believed,  bowevcr,  to  embrace  all  casualties  dining  the 
Seven  (lays’  Jiattles. 
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Coiiimaud. 


Anderson' s Brigadc~^Gon. 


GAINKB’  mill,  and  GLENDALE. 

2(1  South  Carolina  Eifles. . . 
6tli  South  Carolina 

Total 

Pickett's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 


Statf 

8th  Virginia 

18th  Virginia 

19th  Virginia 

28th  Virginia 

56th  Virginia 

Total 

GLENDALE. 


Stall' 

8th  Virginia 

18th  Virginia 

19th  Virginia 

28  th  Virginia 

56th  Virginia 

Total 

Wilcox's  Brigade. 

GAINES’  MILL. 

8th  Alabama 

9th  Alabama 

10th  Alabama 

nth  Alabama 

Thomas’  (Va.)  artillery 

Total 

GLENDALE. 

8(h  Alabama 

9tli  Alabama 

10th  Alabama 

11th  Alabama 

Thomas  (Va.)  Artillery 

Total 

Pryor's  Brigade. 

GAINEs’  MILL  AND  GLEN- 
DALE. 

14th  Alabama 

2(1  Florida 

1 st  Louisiana  Battalion 
St.  Paul’s  (Coppens). 

14th  Louisiana 

3d  Virginia 

Maurin’s  battery,  Donald- 
sonville  (La.)  Artillery. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

d 

i . 

0 

0 

a 

a 

a 

6 

n3 

<C 

a: 

'0 

w 

1 

fee 

o 

-g 

rp 

g 

® 

cS 

2 

1 

'a 

o 

'S 

o 

"a 

"o 

bu 

b£ 

O 

W 

H 

o 

w 

H 

O 

W 

H 

1 

32 

33 

5 

103 

108 

8 

8 

149 

3 

17 

20 

4 

73 

77 

.... 

3 

3 

100 

11 

125 

136 

49 

589 

638 

... 

13 

13 

787 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

8 

2 

42 

44 

52 

1 

13 

14 

10 

89 

99 

5 

5 

118 

11 

11 

8 

72 

80 

1 

1 

92 

2 

10 

12 

7 

69 

76 

88 

1 

6 

7 

9 

56 

65 

.... 

3 

3 

75 

6 

46 

52 

37 

328 

365 

9 

9 

426 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

21 

22 

24 

2 

8 

10 

3 

68 

71 

7 

7 

88 

1 

4 

5 

2 

38 

40 

1 

1 

46 

1 

1 

2 

40 

42 

1 

1 

44 

2 

2 

4 

18 

22 

1 

1 

25 

4 

16 

•20 

13 

185 

198 

10 

10 

228 

4 

27 

31 

12 

120 

132 

163 

1 

33 

34 

8 

88 

96 

.... 

4 

”4’ 

134 

1 

23 

24 

7 

98 

105 

129 

1 

26 

27 

7 

123 

130 

157 

1 

1 

1 

7 

no 

117 

jlT 

429 

463 

4 

4 

584 

16 

16 

2 

! 55 

57 

1 

1 

74 

31 

31 

5 

' 90 

95 

4 

4 

130 

1 

14 

15 

6 

62 

68 

83 

5 

44 

49 

7 

114 

121 

1 

10 

11 

181 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

6 

106  [112 

20 

323 

343 

1 

15 

16 

471 

6 

65 

71 

15 

238 

253 

11 

11 

335 

3 

20 

23 

6 

108 

114 

137 

5 

5 

5 

36 

41 

46 

4 

47 

51 

9 

183 

192 

243 

2 

17 

19 

5 

73 

78 

97 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

15 

155 

170 

40 

641  1 

681 

11 

11 

862 

Kemarke. 


10  enlisted  men  in  brigade  re- 
ported mortally  wounded. 


Brigadier-General  Pickett. 


Captain  Pickett,  A.  A.  G. 


10  enlisted  men  of  the, bri- 
gade mortally  wounded. 


Total 


Chap.  XXin.] 
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Command. 


Featherston's  Brigade. 
GAINES’  MILL  AND  GLENDALE. 


Staff 

2d  Battalion,  Mississippi 
(Taylor). 

12th  Mississippi 

19lh  Mi.ssissippi 


Total. 


HFGER'S  DIVISION. 
Mahone's  Brigade. 

OAK  GROVE. 


Gth  Virginia. 
12tli  Virginia. 
49th  Virginia. 

Total ... 


BRACKETT  S. 


Gth  Virgiuia 

41st  Virginia 

49th  Virginia 

Moorman’s  (Va.)  battery. 


Killed. 


’L" 

Total 2 


MALVERN  HILL. 


Gill  Virginia. 
12th  Virginia. 
IGth  Virginia. 
41st  Virginia. 
49th  Virginia. 


Total. 


Wright's  Brigade. 

OAK  GROVE. 


2d  Georgia... 
4th  Georgia  . . . 
22d  Georgia... 
1st  Lotiisiana 


Total 


MALVERN  HILL. 


44th  Alabama  . 
2d  Georgia... 
4th  Georgia  ... 
22d  Georgia . . 
1st  Louisiana 


Total 


Armistead's  Brigade. 
BRACKETT’S. 
Total 


20 


107 


AVounded. 


115  I 34 


85 


508 


22  24 


35 


35 


542 


30 


32 


Missing. 


51  I 52 


39 


39 


15 


18 


151 


9 666 


236 


223 


53 


120 


78 


20 


124 


32 


Remarks. 


Richmond  Howitzers,  third 
company  (Smith’s), attached 
to  Teatherston’s  brigade, 
lost,  at  Glendale,  1 enlisted 
man  wounded. 


329 


4 

5 45 
2 


79 


393 


In  reserve. 


Joined  after  action. 


Regiments  not  stated. 


982 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA.  [CuAr.  XXIII. 
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Comnianil. 


Killed. 


Armistead's  Brigade — Con. 
OAK  GROVE. 

53d  Virginia 

Total 


MALVERN  HILL. 

5tli  Battalion,  Virginia. 

Dili  Virginia 

14th  Virginia 

38th  Virginia 

53d  Virginia 

57th  Virginia 


Total 

Artillery. 

MALVERN  HILL. 


Grimes’  (Va.)  battery 

Moorman’s  (Va.)  battery. 


Total . 


A.  r.  HILL'S  DIVISION. 
Field's  Brigade. 


40th  Virginia. 
47th  Virginia. 
.55th  Virginia. 
GOtli  Virginia 


Total. 


Oregg's  Brigade.* 

1st  South  Carolina  llifles. 

1st  South  Carolina 

12th  South  Carolina 

13th  South  Carolina 

14th  South  Carolina 


45 


Total. 


Anderson's  Brigade. 
Total 


Branch's  Brigade. 


7th  North  Carolina. . 
18th  North  Carolinat. 
28th  North  Carolina^. 
33d  North  Carolina.. 
37th  North  Carolina.. 


29 


29 


35 


Wounded.  Missing. 


20  252 


24 


272 


24 


94 
168  173 


58 


16 


Total . 


202 


218 


2 2 
2 2 


Remarks. 


4 4 

23  23 
6 6 
11  11 
6 6 
17  17 

67  67 


15 


388 


27 


929 


364 


839 


No  easnalties  reported  in 
other  regiments. 


Loss  by  regiments  not  re- 
ported. 


* Twelfth  South  Carolina,  Gaines’  Mill,  17  killed,  131  wounded;  Glendale,  7 wounded.  Thirteenth 
South  Carolina,  Gaines’  Mill,  6 enlisted  men  killed,  2 officers,  43  enlisted  men  wounded,  4 mortally ; 
(ih  ndale,  1 enlisted  man  killed,  15  enlisted  men  wounded,  1 mortally.  Fourteenth  South  Carolina, 
Gaines’  Mill,  18  killed,  197  wounded  and  missing ; Glendale,  11  killed,*  65  wounded  and  missing, 
t Meohauicsville,  3 ; Cold  Harbor,  68  ; Frazier’s  Farm,  150  ; Malvern  Hill,  3.  Total  loss,  224. 

1 Meehan icsville,  1 wounded;  Cold  Harbor,  13  killed,  78  wounded;  Frazier’s  Farm,  6 killed,  .50 
wounded  ; Malvern  Hill,  1 wounded. 


CiiAi'.  XXIII.]  seven-days’  battles. 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

I Officers. 

1 Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Eemarks. 

Archer's  Brigade. 

MECHANICSVILLE. 

Loss  by  regiments  not  re- 
ported. 

Total 

43 

171 

214 

GAINES’  MILL. 

Do.  Do. 

49 

272 

321 

Pender's  Brigade.* 

800 

Approximate.  Loss  by  regi- 
ments not  reported. 

Artillery. 

Andrews’  (Md.)  battery  ..  5 

1 

1 

4 

4 

5 

June  26. 

June  30. 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

.... 

8 

8 

9 

Creu.shaw’s  (Va.)  battery.. 

i~ 

1 ! 

8 

8 

9 

June  27.  Two  enlisted  men 

! 

mortally  wounded. 

Total  

1 

i 1 

8 

8 

9 



Johnson’s  (Va.)  battery..  ^ 

!~ri 

iTTTTi 

2 

2 

2 

June  26. 

June  27. 

....1 

1 

20 

.... 

iini 

1 

1 

... 

Total  

....1 

22 

Fredei'iclc.sburg  (Va.)  A t*. 

....i 

i 

2 

2 

June  26. 

tillery  (Braxton). 

I 

Total  

....I 

2 

2 

2 

ii 

German  (S.  C.)  Artillery^ 
(Bachman),  t t 

2 ; 

2 

2 

June  20. 

June  27. 

1 1 

1 

1 

Total  

“T'l 

"TTi 

3 i 

3 

3 

...  1 

Pee  Dee  Artillery  (MeIn-. 
tosh). 

1 

2 

2 

3 

June  27. 

1 1 

Total 

i| 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Pegram’s  (Va.)  battery 

1 

6 

7 

2 

51 

53 

1 

Total 

1 

6 i 

7 

2 

51 

53 

60  , 

HOLMES'  DIYISIOK.  . 

Ransom's  Brigade.^ 

OAK  GHOVE. 

24  th  Xorth  Carolina 

2 

7 

9 

On  original  return  marked 
“Approximate.” 

25th  Nortli  Carolina 

2 

3 

7 

9 

26th  North  Carolina 

10 

13 

35th  North  Carolina 

1 

5 

6 

48th  North  Cai  olina  

18 

70 

88 

4l»th  North  C.a.tolina  

Total 

20 

99 

1 

125 







1 





*22(1  Virginia  Battalion— Mechanicsville,  2 killed,  11  wounded;  Ggines’ Mill,  8 killed,  20  wounded 
Glendale,  2" killed,  24  wounded.  Total  lo.s.s,  07. 
tOno  section,  under  Lieutenant  Simons,  attached  to  Andrew.s’  battery,  engaged. 

J Temporarily  attached  to  Huger’s  division. 
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Command. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missinsr. 


Remarta. 


Ransom's  Brigade — Cont’d. 
MALVERN  HILL. 


24tli  Xorth  Carolina. 
2yth  Xortli  Carolina. 
2Gth  Xorth  Carolina. 
.-{5th  North  Carolina. 
49th  North  Carolina. 


Total 

Daniel's  Brigade. 
MALVERN  CLIFF. 


7 62 


13 


354  1 


43d  North  Carolina 

45th  North  Carolina 

50th  North  Carolina 

Burrongh’s  battalion  of  cav- 
alry. 

Total 


Walker's  Brigade.* 

MALVERN  CLIFF. 

3d  Arkansas 

27th  North  Carolina 

46th  North  Carolina 

48th  North  Carolina 

30th  Virginia 

2d  Battalion,  Georgia. 

Total 

Artillery. 

MALVERN  CLIFF. 

Branch’s  batttery 

Brem’s  battery 

French’s  battery 


Total 

CAVALRY. 

1st  North  Carolina. . 

1st  Virginia 

3d  Virginia 

4th  Virginia 


Cobb’s  Legion 

Total 

RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 
Jones'  Battalion. 


Clark’s  (Va.)  battery... 
Peyton’s  (Va.)  battery. 


Rhett’s  (S.  C.)  battery. 


Total 

Nelson's  Battalion. 
Huckstep’s  (Va.)  battery. 

Total 


22 


12 


16 


(t) 


25 


75 


24 


17 


(t) 


71 


28 


48th  North  Carolina  detailed 
with  Walker’s  brigade. 


1 enlisted  man  of  Thirtieth 
Virginia  reported  mortally 
wounded. 


No  reports  or  returns  from 
Ninth  and  Tenth  Virginia, 
Critcher’s  (Virginia)  bat- 
talion, Hampton  Legion,  or 
Stuart’s  Horse  Artillery. 

No  casualties  in  Jeff.  Davis’ 
Legion. 

4 enlisted  men.  Fifth  Vir- 
ginia, deserted  to  enemy. 


White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 

Do.  Do. 

J line  26. 

June  27. 

White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge. 


* Temporarily  attached  to  Huger’s  division, 
f Fifty-seven’  enlisted  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
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N'ames  of  Officers^  Union  and  Confederate,  hilled  or  tvho  died  of  wounds 
reeeived  during  tSeven-days^  Battles.* 

Staff : 

Elzey’s  Brigade. — Lieut.  0.  W.  McDouald,  inspector- general,  hilled 
June  27. 

Featherston’s  Brigade. — Oapt.  George  P.  Foote,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  hilled  June  27. 

McCall’s  Division. — Capt.  Henry  J.  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, died  of  tvounds  received  June  30. 

Alabama  : 

4tli  Infantry. — Capts.  H.  Armistead,  hilled  June  27,  and  Alfred  C. 

Price,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

8th  Infantry. — Oapt.  Thomas  Phelan,  Lieuts.  Augustus  Jansen,  W. 
H.  Lane,  and  0.  M.  Maynard,  hilled  June  27  ,*  Lieut.  John  D. 
McLaughlin,  died  of  tcounds  received  June  30. 

9th  Infantry. — Capts.  E.  Y.  Hill,  hilled  June  27,  and  Thomas  H. 

Hobbs,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

10th  Infantry. — Col.  John  J.  Woodward,  hilled  June  27 ; Lieut. 

James  1).  Cunningham,  hilled  June  30. 

11th  Infantry. — Lieut.  W.  0.  Faith,  hilled  June  27 ; Capts.  Stephen 
E.  Bell,  Thomas  H.  Halcombe,  and  James  H.  McMath,  Lieuts. 
William  M.  Bratton  and  A.  B.  Cohen,  hilled  June  30. 

14th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Col.  D.  W.  Baine,  Oapt.  James  S.  William- 
son, Lieuts.  James  E.  Mayes,  Nat.  M.  Smith,  and  C.  H.  Snead, 
hilled  June  30;  Capt.  John  T.  Bell,  hilled  June  27  ; Lieuts.  J.  T. 
Greenwood  and  I).  V.  Hines,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 
15th  Infantry. — Capt.  P.  V.  Guerry,  Lieut.  A.  McIntosh,  hilled 
June  27. 

Florida: 

2d  Infantry. — Capt.  George  W.  Parkhill,  hilled  June  27 ; Lieut.  E. 
0.  Humphreys,  hilled  June  — ; Lieut.  J.  H.  Sikes,  hilled  30 ; 
Lieut.  Augustus  Wright,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

Georgia  : 

2d  Infantry. — Capt.  Walter  A.  Thompson,  Lieuts.  F.  L.  Hardison 
and  Kichard  Potter,  hilled  July  1. 

3d  Infantry. — Maj.  J.  R.  Sturges,  Oapt.  John  A.  Hamilton,  Lieuts. 
Z.  F.  Crenshaw  and  Robert  L.  Camming,  hilled  July  1 ; Lieuts. 
R.  A.  Heath  and  V.  P.  Shewmake,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 
4th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Eugenius  S.  Ware,  hilled  June  25 ; Capts. 
Joshua  P.  Strickland  and  George  F.  Todd,  Lieut.  Thomas  F. 
Churchill,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 

7th  Infantry. — Lieut.  T.  S.  Watson,  hilled  July  1. 

8th  Infantry. — Lieut.  J.  M.  Montgomery,  hilled  June  28. 

15th  Infantry. — Col.  AY.  M.  McIntosh,  died  of  wounds  received  Juxiq  27 ; 
Capt.  John  0.  Burch,  Lieuts.  M.  Ivey  and  John  M.  Tilley,  hilled 
J line  27. 

17th  Infantry. — Lieut.  P.  T.  Booker,  hilled  July  1. 

18th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Thomas  Dowtin  and  L.  A.  McCulloch,  hilled 
June  27;  Lieuts.  Thomas  J.  Cone  and  William  Jones,  died  of 
wounds  received  June  27. 
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19th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  C.  Jobuson,  Lieut.  Joseph  Duu- 
lop,  hilled  June  26;  Lieut.  Frank  M.  Stovall,  killed  June  27. 

20th  Infantry. — Capt.  Yan  A.  Leonard,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

21st  Infantry. — Lieut.  Charles  B.  Easley,  hilled  June  27. 

22d  Infantry. — Lieut.  A.  H.  Campbell,  hilled  July  1 ; Lieut.  W.  G. 

Johnson,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 

26th  Infantry. — Lieut.  H.  L.  Strickland,  Mlled  June  27. 

35th  Infantry. — Capt.  David  B.  Henry,  Lieut.  Hope  H.  Eoberts, 
hilled  June  26. 

38th  Infantry. — Capts.  H.  L.  Jones  and  George  W.  McCleskey, 
Tiilled  June  27. 

45th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Milton  W.  Cleaveland,  hilled  June  30. 
Illinois  : 

8th  Cavalry. — Capt.  Eufus  M.  Hooker,  hilled  June  26. 

Indiana  : 

20th  Infantry. — Lieut.  John  W.  Andrew,  hilled  June  30;  Capt. 
Janies  M.  Lytle,  died  of  wounds  received  June  25. 

Louisiana  : 

1st  Special  Battalion. — Ma;].  C.  E.  Wheat,  Lieuts.  W.  D.  Foley  and 
Charles  A.  Pitman,  hilled  June  27. 

1st  Infantry. — Lieuts.  M.  B.  Gilmore,  Joseph  Murphy,  and  George  L. 
Trott,  killed  June  15  ; Lieuts.  John  Fallon  and  Daniel  W.  Miller, 
hilled  July  1. 

2d  Infantry. — Maj.  E.  W.  Ashton,  Lieuts.  M.  P.  Bordelon,  J.  B. 
Culpepper,  John  Eady,  and  J.  M.  Gwinn,  killed  July  1 ; Col.  J. 
T.  Norwood,  Lieuts.  W.  L.  Jenkins  and  William  B.  Guess,  died  of 
tvounds  received  July  1. 

6th  Infantry. — Col.  I.  G.  Seymour,  hilled  June  27 ; Lieuts.  George 
W.  Francis  and  S.  D.  McCauley,  hilled  July  1. 

7th  Infantry. — Lieut.  E.  W.  Y.  Newport,  killed  July  1. 

8th  Infantry.— Capt.  L.  D.  Nicholls,  killed  June  27  ; Lieut.  Louis  E. 
Le  Blanc,  hilled  July  1. 

10th  Infantry. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Marks,  hilled  July  1. 

14th  Infantry. — Capts.  Eandolph  Bradley,  W.  W.  Scott,  Lieuts. 
Solomon  Fisher,  James  E.  Garrish,  hilled  June  27. 

Maine  : 

5th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Heath,  hilled  June  27. 
Massachusetts  : 

3d  Battery  (C)  Light  Artillery. — Lieut.  Caleb  C.  E.  Mortimer,  died  of 
tvounds  received  Juue  27. 

1st  Infantry. — Maj.  Charles  P.  Chandler,  Lieut.  William  Suther- 
land, killed  June  30. 

7th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Bullock,  died  of  tvounds  received  June 
25. 

9th  Infantry. — Col.  Thomas  Cass,  died  of  wounds  received  Julj^  1 ; 
Capts.  John  Cary,  William  Madigan,  James  E.  McCafferty, 
Jeremiah  O’Neil,  killed  June  27 ; Lieuts.  Edward  McSweeney, 
John  H.  Eafferty,  killed  3 w\j  1 Eichard  P.  Nugent  and  Francis 
O’Dowd,  killed  elune  27. 
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10th  Infantry. — ]\Iaj.  Ozro  Miller,  IdUed  duly  1. 

16th  Infantry. — Col.  Powell  T.  Wyman,  hilled  June  30. 

19th  Infantry. — Maj.  Henry  J.  How,  Lieut.  David  Lee,  hilled  June 
30;  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Warner,  hilled  June  25. 

20th  Infantry. — Lieut.  James  J.  Lowell,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  30. 

22d  Infantry. — Col.  Jesse  A.  Gove,  Capt.  John  P.  Dunning,  Lieut. 
Thomas  T.  Salter,  hilled  June  27 ; Capt.  Samuel  J.  Thompson, 
died  of  icounds  receivt^d  July  1 . 

29th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Mayo,  hilled  June  27. 

Michigan  : 

1st  Infantry. — Capt.  Oliver  C.  Comstock,  hilled  June  27. 

4th  Infantry. — Col.  Dwight  A.  Woodbury,  Capt.  Morell  A.  Bose, 
hilled  July  1;  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  Jones,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27  ; Capt.  Eichard  G.  De  Puy,  Lieuts.  Jeptha  W.  Bears  and 
Simon  B.  Preston,  hilled  June  27. 

5th  Infantry. — Maj.  John  D.  Fairbanks,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
30 ; Lieut.  William  T.  Johnson,  hilled  June  30. 

16th  Infantry. — Capt.  Thomas  C.  Carr,  Lieut.  Eichard  Williams, 
hilled  June  27 ; Lieut.  Byron  McGraw,  died  of  ivounds  received 
June  27. 


Mississippi  : 

2d  Battalion. — Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Taylor,  hilled  June  30;  Lieut. 

James  M.  Creekmore,  hilled  June  27. 

2d  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Franklin  E.  Brookshire,  G.  G.  Carothers,  and 
D.  M.  Latham,  hilled  June  27. 

11th  Infantry. — Lieut.  T.  F.  Nealy,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 
12th  Infantry. — Capts.  J.  Dobbins,  J.  E.  Yawter,  Lieuts.  T.  W. 

Crump,  W.  B.  Thomas,  hilled  tTune  — . 

16th  Infantry. — Capt.  James  Brown,  hilled  June  27. 

19th  Infantry. — Lieut.  John  E.  Sides,  hilled  June  27  ; Lieut.  M.  B. 
Harris,  died  of  ivounds  received  June  27. 

New  Jersey  : 

2d  Battery  Light  Artillery. — Capt.  John  E.  Beam,  hilled  July  1, 

1st  Infantry. — Maj.  David  Hatfield,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
27  ; Capt.  Ephraim  G.  Brewster,  hilled  June  27. 

2d  Infantry. — Col.  Isaac  M.  Tucker,  hilled  June  27 ; Capt.  Charles 
Danforth,  jr.,  died  of  ivounds  received  June  27. 

3d  Infantry. — Capt.  Daniel  P.  Buckley,  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Howell, 
hilled  June  27 ; Lieut.  William  N.  Evans,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27. 

4th  Infantry. — Capt.  Charles  Meves,  hilled  June  27. 

7th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Adolphus  T.  Chazotte,  hilled  June  25. 

New  York: 

5th  Infantry. — Capt.  William  T.  Partridge,  hilled  June  27 ; Capt. 

Thomas  W.  Cartwright,  died  of  ivounds  received  June  27. 

7th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Stephen  Lange  and  William  Praxmarer,  died 
of  wounds  received  July  1. 

12th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Henry  C.  Burton,  hilled  June  27  ; Lieut.  Ed- 
ward M.  Fisher,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 
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13th  Infantry. — Lieut.  A.  S.  Tjeiiui,  died  of  tcoinids  received  June  27. 

14th  Infantry.— Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  S]u\leu,Mled  June  27  j Lieut. 
Edward  H.  Lloyd,  Icilled  July  1 ; Capt.  Frederick  Harrer,  died  of 
ivounds  received  June  27 ; Lieut.  George  AY.  Griffith,  died  of 
tvounds  received  July  1. 

16th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Alansou  M.  Barnard,  hilled  June  27;  Lieut. 
Col.  Samuel  Marsh  and  Lieut.  John  McFadden,  died  of  wounds 
received  June  27. 

18th  Infantry. — Capts.  George  Barry,  Theodore  C.  Eogers,  hilled 
June  27  ; Adjt.  John  H.  Bussell,  died  of  icounds  received  June  27. 

25th  Infantry. — Cai)t.  Archibald  H.  Ferguson,  Lieut.  AA^ashingtoii 
B.  Fairman,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

27th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Joseph  AA'ebster,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27. 

31st  Infantry. — Capt.  Henry  Whittack,  hilled  June  27. 

33d  Infantry. — Lieut.  Moses  Church,  hilled  June  28. 

34th  Infantry. — Maj.  Charles  L.  Brown,  died  of  leounds  received 
July  1. 

61st  Infantry.— Capt.  Eugene  M.  Deming,  died  of  wounds  received 
dune  30. 

69th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Thomas  Beynolds,  hilled  July  1. 

72d  Infantry. — Capt.  Stephen  M.  Doyle,  hilled  July  2 [*?]. 

82d  Infantry. — Capt.  James  J.  Delaney,  died  of  tvounds  received 
June  29. 

88th  Infantry. — Capt.  Joseph  O’Donoghue,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1;  Lieut.  Francis  J.  Hackett,  hilled  July  1. 

North  Carolina: 

1st  Cavalry. — Maj.  Thomas  N.  Crnmpler,  died  of  wounds  received, 
June  29. 

2d  Infantry. — Capt.  Harvey  A.  Sawyer,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

6th  Infantry. — Capt.  Bobert  N.  Carter,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

7th  Infantry. — Col.  Beuben  P.  Campbell,  Capt.  Matthew  H.  Peoples, 
Lieuts.  Duncan  C.  Haywood,  William  A.  Closs,  and  Joseph  C. 
Miller,  hilled,  June  27  ; Lieut.  John  M.  Alexander,  hilled  June  30. 

12th  Infantry. — Capt.  John  T.  Taylor  and  Lieut.  T.  J.  Foote,  hilled, 
June  27 ; Lieut.  D.  M.  Miller,  hilled  July  1. 

13th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Elbridge  Cook,  hilled  July  1. 

15th  Infantry. — Capt.  J.  B.  Bandolph  and  Lieut.  L.  J.  Merritt,  hilled 
July  1. 

18th  Infantry. — Capt.  William  K.  Gore,  died  of  wounds  reeeived  June 
30;  Lieut.  William  A.  Wooster,  hilled  eTune  30. 

20th  Infantry.— Lieut.  Col.  Frarddiu  J.  Faison,  Capt.  AVilliam  IT. 
Smith,  Lieut.  Arthur  N.  Jones,  hilled  June  27. 

23d  Infantry. — Lieut.  William  P.  Gill,  hilled  July  1. 

24th  Infantry. — Capt.  AVilliam  B.  Gulley,  Lieut.  JohiiT.  Townsend, 
hilled  July  1. 

33d  Infantry. — Lieut.  W.  J.  Criminger,  died  June  30;  Lieut.  John 
W.  Williams,  hilled  June  28. 

37th  Infantry. — Col.  Charles  C.  Lee,  hilled  June  30. 

49th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Bufus  M.  Warlich,  died  June  30;  Lieut.  John 
W.  Barnett,  died  July  1. 
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Pennsylvania  : 

1st  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A. — Oapt.  Hezekiab  Easton,  killed  June 
27.  Battery  B. — Lieuts.  Thomas  Oadwallader  and  Henry  T.  J)an- 
forth,  killed  June  30. 

1st  Reserves. — Capt.  J.  Finley  Bailey,  June  30  5 Lieut.  Joseph 
Stuart,  killed  June  27  5 Oapt.  George  H.  Hess,  died  of  wounds 
received  June  30. 

2d  Reserves. — Lieut.  J.  Baxter  Fletcher,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  30  ; Lieut.  James  R.  Nightingale,  killed  June  30. 

5th  Reserves. — Ool.  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  Oapt.  James  Faggert,  killed 
June  30  J Oapt.  Robert  W.  Sturrock,  killed  June  27;  Lieut.  H. 
Hays  McMicken,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

9th  Reserves. — Lieut.  James  P.  Beattie,  killed  June  30. 

10th  Reserves. — Capt.  Samuel  Miller,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
30;  Lieut.  Oswald  H.  Gaither,  killed  June  30. 

11th  Reserves. — Oapt.  Andrew  Lewis  and  Lieut.  Newton  Redic, 
killed  June  27. 

12th  Reserves. — Lieut.  William  W.  Arnold,  killed  June  30. 

13th  Reserves. — Oapt.  Philip  Holland,  killed  June  30. 

57th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Charles  O.  Etz,  killed  July  1. 

61st  Infantry. — Lieut.  Charles  H.  Rhodes,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

62d  Infantry. — Ool.  Samuel  W.  Black,  killed  June  27  ; Lieut.  John 
D.  Elder,  killed  July  1 ; Oapt.  Thomas  Espy,  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived June  27. 

63d  Infantry. — Lieut.  S.  Hays  Cochran,  killed  June  25. 

71st  Infantry. — Lieut.  George  W.  Kenny,  killed  June  30. 

72d  Infantry. — Oapt.  Charles  McGonigle,  killed  June  29 ; Lieut. 
De  Benneville  B.  Shewed,  died  of  wounds  received  June  29. 

81st  Infantry. — Lieut.  Col.  Eli  T.  Connor,  Lieut.  H.  J.  Abbott,  killed 
July  1. 

82d  Infantry.— Lieuts.  James  B.  Grier  and  Mark  H.  Roberts,  killed 
July  1. 

83d  Infantry. — Col.  John  W.  McLane  and  Mai.  Louis  H.  Naghel, 
killed  June  27. 

95th  Infantry.— Col.  John  M.  Gosline,  Maj.  William  B.  Hubbs,  and 
Lieut.  Hamilton  Donohue,  killed  June  27. 

96th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Ernest  T.  Ellrich,  killed  June  27. 

98th  Infantry.— Capt.  William  Sehr  and  Lieut.  Christian  A.  Gallus, 
killed  July  1. 

102d  Infantry.— Maj.  John  Poland  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Mooney,  killed 
July  1. 

South  Carolina  : 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters.— Maj.  William  Anderson,  Oapt.  John  M. 
Martin,  Lieuts.  Dwight  W.  Harrington  and  Luther  Bonner,  died  of 
wounds  received  June  30 ; Lieuts.  J.  N.  Hawthorne,  John  T.  Kitch- 
ens, J.  Dozier  Lee,  and  A.  M.  Scruggs,  killed  June  30. 

.1st  Rifles. — Oapts.  R.  A.  Hawthorne,  James  H.  Hennegan,  Lieuts. 
Samuel  R.  McFall,  J.  Graham  Brown,  killed  June  27. 

2d  Rifles. — Lieut.  John  M.  Cox,  killed  June  30. 

2d  Infantry.— Lieut.  J.  F.  Perry,  killed  June  29;  Lieut.  T.  Sumter 
Brownfield,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 

3d  Infantry.— Col.  B.  0.  Garlington,  killed  June  29. 

4th  Infantry. — Capt.  M.  M.  Cunningham,  Lieuts.  J.  F.  Rosamond, 
and  S.  P.  Haynie,  died  of  wounds  received  June  30. 
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5th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  G.  M.  Caskey,  J.  L.  Dunlap,  and  W.  L. 
Thompson,  killed  June  30  j Lieut.  E.  R.  Meeks,  died  of  tcounds 
received  June  27. 

6th  Infantry. — Capt.  J.  M.  Moore,  killed  June  27 ; Capt.  J.  M. 

Crosby  and  Lieut.  H.  W.  De  Saussure,  killed  June  30. 

8th  Infantry. — Capt.  John  H.  Muldrow  and  Lieut.  Leander  Hurst, 
killed  July  1. 

12th  Infantry. — Lieut.  J.  W.  Delany,  killed  June  27. 

14th  Infantry. — Capt.  Robert  S.  Owens  and  Lieut.  E.  W.  Davis, 
killed  June  30. 


Texas : 

1st  Infantry. — Capt.  B.  E.  Benton,  June  27. 

4th  Infantry. — Col.  John  Marshall,  Lieuts.  D.  L.  Butts  and  Thomas 
H.  Hollainon,  killed  June  27  j Lieut.  Col.  Bradfute  Warwick, 
Capts.  E.  D.  Ryan,  J.  W.  Hutcheson,  and  P.  P.  Porter,  Lieuts.  R. 
J.  Lambert,  C.  Reich,  L.  P.  Lyons,  P.  S.  Wood,  and  Thomas  M. 
Owens,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 

5th  Infantry. — Lieut.  J.  E.  Clute,  killed  June  27. 

United  States  Troops  : 

1st  Artillery. — Lieut.  Edward  B.  Hill,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
30. 

4th  Artillery. — Capt.  George  W.  Hazzard,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  30. 

5th  Artillery. — Capt.  Henry  V.  De  Hart,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27. 

1st  Cavalry. — Lieut.  Robert  Allen,  jr.,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
27. 

5th  Cavalry. — Lieut.  John  J.  Sweet,  killed  June  27. 

2d  Infantry. — Capt.  Richard  Brindly,  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  Parker, 
killed  June  27. 

3d  Infantry. — Mnj.  Rathan  B.  Rossell,  killed  June  27  j Lieut.  Woods 
McGuire,  killed  July  1. 

6th  Infantry. — Capt.  R.  W.  Foote,  killed  June  27. 

12th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Charles  F.  Van  Duzer,  killed  June  27. 

14th  Infantry. — Lieut.  George  W.  Hoover,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27. 

17th  Infantry. — Capt.  Albert  Dodd,  killed  June  27. 

Berdan’s  Sharpshooters  (1st  U.  S.  Volunteers). — Caiit.  Edward  Drew, 
killed  June  30  j Lieut.  Cyrus  E.  Jones,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

Vermont : 

3d  Infantry. — Lieut.  John  W.  Ramsey,  killed  June  29. 

5th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Olney  A.  Comstock,  Samuel  Sumner,  jr., 
killed  June  29  j Bronson  M.  Barber,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  29. 

Virginia: 

Pegram’s  Battery. — Lieut.  William  A.  Allen,  killed  tTune  2G. 

Wise  Artillery. — Lieut.  Cyrus  Mcljean  Kerns,  killed  June  28. 

2d  Infantry. — Col.  James  W.  Allen,  Lieut.  David  Keeler,  killed 
.lime  27 ; Maj.  Frank  B.  .Tones,  died  of  wounds  received  June  27. 
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3d  Infantry. — Capt.  James  T.  Gwaltney,  Lieut.  Fred.  Martin,  Idlled 
June  30. 

4th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Eobert  C.  Taylor,  hilled  July  1 j Asst.  Surg. 

Joseph  Crockett,  died  of  icoiinds  received  June  27. 

5th  Infantry. — Capt.  William  H.  Eaudolph,  hilled  June  27 ; Capt. 

Louis  J.  Fletcher,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 

6th  Infantry. — Lieut.  William  T.  Eley,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
30 ; Lieuts.  George  H.  Stewart  and  David  C.  Watters,  hilled  July  1. 
7th  Infantry. — Capt.  Joel  Blackard,  Lieut.  W.  W.  Gooding,  hilled 
June  30. 

8th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Edward  L.  Fant,  jr.,  Eichard  O.  Grayson, 
hilled  June  27  j Lieut.  William  H.  Davis,  hilled  June  30. 

9th  Infantry. — Capt.  Dennis  Yermillion,  Lieut.  Cornelius  M.  Dozier, 
hilled  July  1. 

11th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Walter  E.  Abbott,  Edward  T.  Dix,  hilled 
June  30. 

13th  Infantry. — Capts.  C.  G.  Cooke  and  William  H.  Sherer,  Lieuts. 

H.  Grubb,  Eobt.  B.  Streit,  and  F.  D.  Sherrard,  hilled  June  27. 
14th  Infantry. — Capt.  Charles  Bruce,  hilled  July  1. 

16th  Infantry. — Maj.  John  S.  Walker,  hilled  July  1. 

17th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  George  C.  Adie,  J.  E.  Hulfish,  George  T. 
Lambden,  hilled  June  30. 

18th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  A.  C.  Carrington,  John  S.  Wooding,  hilled 
June  30;  Capt.  Matthew  Lyle,  hilled  June  27. 

19th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Janies  L.  Daniel,  hilled  June  30. 

24th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Harvey  M.  Calfee,  hilled  June  30. 

25th  Infantry. — Lieut.  William  Gregg,  hilled  June  27. 

28th  Infantry. — Lieuts.  James  D.  Fink,  James  H.  Eeynolds,  hilled 
June  27. 

31st  Infantry. — Lieuts.  Isaac  N.  Eeger  and  Michael  M.  Eider,  hilled 
June  27. 

37th  Infantry. — Col.  S.  V.  Fulkerson,  died  of  wounds  received 
June  27. 

38th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Napoleon  D.  Price,  died  of  wounds  received 
July  1. 

41st  Infantry. — Lieut.  William  J.  Haslett,  hilled  June  30;  Lieuts.  A. 
P.  Smith,  Euclid  T.  Morrison,  hilled  July  1;  Lieut.  Nathaniel  A. 
Jones,  died  of  wounds  received  July  1. 

53d  Infantry. — Lieut.  J.  Newton  Brown,  died  July  13  of  wounds.' 
56th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Joseph  F.  Bibb,  hilled  June  27. 

57th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Martin,  hilled  July  1. 

58th  Infantry. — Lieut.  Griffin  Bush,  hilled  June  27 ; Lieut.  D.  W. 
Eice,  hilled  July  1. 

60th  Infantry. — Capt.  S.  H.  Tompkins,  hilled  ; Lieut.  Samuel 

Lilly,  hilled  June  26. 

Wisconsin  : 

5th  Infantry. — Caxit.  William  Evans,  died  of  wounds  received  June 
27. 
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THE  PEISINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 


[Chai*.  xxm. 


Confederate  Roll  of  Honor, 

General  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  93.  J Richmond,^  Ya.^  November  22,  1862. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  Congress,  having  been  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent, are  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army: 

******* 


No.  27 — AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  grant  of  medals  and  badges  of  distinction  as  a reward  for  courage 
and  good  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  President  he, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  bestow  medals,  with  proper  devices,  upon  such  officers 
of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  as  shall  be  conspicuous  for  courage  and  good 
conduct  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  also  to  confer  a badge  of  distinction  upon  one 
})rivate  or  non-commissioned  officer  of  each  company  after  every  signal  victory  it  shall 
have  assisted  to  achieve.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  i)rivates  of  the  company 
who  may  be  present  on  the  first  dress-parade  thereafter  may  choose,  by  a majority 
of  their  votes,  the  soldier  best  entitled  to  receive  such  distinction,  whose  name  shall 
bo  communicated  to  the  President  by  commanding  officers  of  the  company;  and  if 
the  award  fall  upon  a deceased  soldier  the  badge  thus  awarded  him  shall  be  delivered 
to  his  widow,  or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  any  relation  the  President  may  adjudge  en- 
titled to  receive  it. 

' Approved  October  13,  1862. 

******  * 


By  order : 


S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Hispector  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  131.  I Richmond.  Fu.,  October  3, 1863. 

Difficulties  in  procuring  the  medals  and  badges  of  distinction  having 
delayed  their  presentation  by  the  President,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  October  13,  1862,  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  conspicu- 
ous for  courage  and  good  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  avoid  iiost- 
poning  the  grateful  recognition  of  their  valor  until  it  can  be  made  in 
the  enduring  form  provided  by  that  act,  it  is  ordered — 

I.  That  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
reported  as  worthy  of  this  distinction,  be  inscribed  on  a Poll  of  Honor, 
to  be  fireserved  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  for 
reference  in  all  future  time  for  those  who  have  deserved  well  of  their 
countrj^,  as  having  best  displayed  their  courage  and  devotion  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

II.  That  the  Poll  of  Honor,  so  far  as  now  made  up,  be  appended  to 
this  order  and  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  at  the  first  dress-parade  after  its  receipt,  and  be  pub- 
lished in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  each  State. 

III.  The  attention  of  the  officers  in  charge  is  directed  to  General 
Orders,  No.  93,  section  No.  27,  of  the  series  of  1862,  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General’s  Office',  for  the  mode  of  selecting  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  entitled  to  this  distinction,  and  its  execution  is 
enjoined. 

******* 


By  order; 


S.  COOPEP, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Chap.  XXm.]  SEVEN-DAYS^  BATTLES.  993 

General  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  office, 

No.  64.  f Richmond^  Fa.,  August  10,  1864. 

I.  The  following  Eoll  of  Honor  is  published  in  accordance  with  Para- 
graph I,  General  Orders,  No.  131,  1863.  It  will  be  read  to  every  regi- 
ment in  the  service  at  the  first  dress-parade  after  its  receipt. 

«##*#«« 

BATTLE  OF  WILLIAMSBURG. 

Alabama. 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Private  William  H.  Duke,*  Co.  A.  I Corpl.  William  H.  Powell,*  Co.  D. 

Private  J.  R.  Philips,  Co.  C.  | Private  James  Ganavan,  Co.  I. 

No  selections  from  other  companies. 


BATTLE  OF  SEVEN  PINES. 
Alabama. 


Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Sergt.  Frank  Williams,*  Co.  A. 
Private  W.  A.  Hall,  Co.  B. 

Private  J.  B.  Tallen,  Co.  C. 

Corpl.  Eli  Shortridge,*  Co.  D. 
Private  John  H.  Deaton,  Co.  E. 


Private  George  W.  Lee,  Co.  F. 
Private  Charles  Hippier,  jr.,*  Co.  G. 
Private  John  Caney,  Co.  I. 

Private  J.  D.  Garrison,*  Co.  K. 


BATTLE  OF  GAINES’  MILL. 
Alabama. 


Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Corpl.  Samuel  L.  Cochran,*  Co.  A. 
Private  R.  T.  Bush,  Co.  B. 

Private  John  G.  Shields,  Co.  C. 
Private  W.  E.  Donoho,*  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  J.  B.  Milner,  Co.  F. 


Third  Sergt.  C.  F.  Walker,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  W.  H.  McGraw,*  Co.  H. 
Private  Hugh  McKewn,  Co.  I. 
Private  John  W.  Griffin,  Co.  K. 


BATTLE  OF  FRAZIER’S  FARM. 
Alabama. 


Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Sergt.  Joseph  Jackson,*  Co.  A. 
Corpl.  H.  M.  Howard,  Co.  B. 
Private  Robert  Geddes,  Co.  C. 
Private  J.  P.  Wheelan,  Co.  D. 

« # * 


Fourth  Sergt.  G.  Schwartz,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  Smith,  Co.  G. 

Private  John  Lynch,  Co.  I. 


« * « 


By  order : 


S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


•Killed  ip  ?^ction. 
^3  R R yol  XI,  PT  II 
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[Chap.  XXIII. 


THE  PENINSULAR  CAMPAIGN,  VA. 

General  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  87.  ) Richmond^  Fa.,  December  10,  1864. 

I.  The  following  Eoll  of  Honor  is  published  in  accordance  with  Para- 
graph I,  General  Orders,  No.  131,  1863.  It  will  be  read  to  every  regi- 
ment in  the  service  at  the  first  dress-parade  after  its  receipt. 

♦ ♦#**** 


BATTLE  OF  SEVEN  PINES. 


Mississippi. 


Second  Regiment  Mississippi  Infantry 
Private  John  H.  Cotton,*  Co.  B. 

Sergt.  R.  A.  Roberts  (afterward  killed  at 
Gettysburg),  Co.  C. 

Private  J.  H.  Walker,  Co.  D. 

Sergt.  James  McCiilly  (afterward  killed 
at  Sharpsburg),  Co.  E. 


Private  J.  B.  Smith,*  Co.  F. 

Private  W.  E.  Manahan,  Co.  G. 

Private  Franklin  S.  McKinney,*  Co.  H. 
Private  William  Joseph  Sims,*  Co.  I. 
Private  Thomas  D.  Hampton,  Co.  K. 
Private  J.  A.  McAlister,  Co.  L. 


BATTLE  OF  GAINES’  FARM. 


Mississippi. 


Second  Regiment  Mississippi  Infantry 
Private  W.  J.  Key,  Co.  A. 

Private  A.  J.  Pegram,*  Co.  B. 

Private  William  Bell,*  Co.  C. 

Private  J.  P.  Lewis,*  Co.  D. 

Private  Joseph  Compton,*  Co.  E. 

Private  R.  L.  Northrop,*  Co.  F. 


Sergt.  Rich.  Drake,  Co.  G. 

Private  A.  C.  Mars,*  Co.  H. 

Private  J.  M.  Scott,  Co.  I. 

Private  Thomas  D.  Hampton,*  Co.  K. 
Private  W.  H.  Bryan  (afterward  killed 
at  Sharpsburg),  Co.  L. 


BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL. 


Mississippi. 


Second  Regiment  Mississippi  Infantry : 
Private  W.  J.  Key,  Co.  A. 

Private  J.  H.  Parker,*  Co.  B. 

Sergt.  J.  A.  Atkins  (afterward  killed  at 
Suffolk,  April  25,  1863),  Co.  C. 

Private  J.  L.  Ralph  (afterward  killed  at 
Sharpsburg),  Co.  F. 


Corpl.  T.  J.  S.  Cooper,  Co.  G. 

Private  A.  K.  Roberts,  Co.  H. 

Private  Hillery  Andrews  (killed  August 
29,  1862),  Co.  I. 

Private  J.  M.  Moore,  Co.  K. 

Corpl.  J.  M.  Ward,*  Co.  L. 


By  order : 


S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Killed  in  action. 
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Carpenter,  Joseph.  Mentioned 571 

Carr,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 302,305 

Carr,  Joseph  B. 


Mentioned 26, 108,  111,  112, 116, 135, 138, 149, 150, 152, 154, 157, 158, 160 

Reports  of  operations  June  25- July  3,  including  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  and 


Malvern  Hill 149, 150 

Carr,  Thomas'C.  Mentioned 322,987 

Carrington,  A.  C.  Mentioned 991 

Carroll,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 288 

Carroll,  Edward.  Mentioned 457 

Carswell,  R.  W.  Mentioned 651 

Carter,  Hill,  jr.  Mentioned 673 

Carter,  James  W.  (Lieutenant-Colonel.)  Mentioned 672,751,752 

Carter,  James  W.  (Private.)  Mentioned 848 

Carter,  Robert.  Mentioned 848 

Carter,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 988 

Carter,  Sidney.  Mentioned 869 

Carter,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 511, 626, 632 

Carter,  W.  J.  Mentioned 869 

Carter,  W.  R.  Mentioned 744 

Cartwright,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 379, 382, 987 

Carwile,  T.  W.  Mentioned 871 

Cary,  John.  Mentioned 986 

Cary,  John  B.  Mentioned 673,718 

Case,  James  B.  Mentioned 343 

Casey,  J.  Mentioned 921 

Casey,  Silas. 


Mentioned 32, 33, 36, 299, 333, 335, 516 

Report  of  operations  at  TunstalPs  Station  and  White  House,  June  28 482 

Caskey,  G.  M.  Mentioned 990 

Cass,  Thomas.  Mentioned 231,277,313,986 

Cassada,  J.  J.  Mentioned 827 

Castleberry,  M.  T.  Mentioned 606 

Cathcart,  Joseph.  Mentioned 921 

Catskill,  Steamer.  Mentioned 331,336 

Causey,  James  C.  Mentioned 779 

Cavan,  William  F.  Mentioned 848 

Caynor,  John  L.  Mentioned 849-851 

ChafiQn’s  Farm,  Va.  Strength  of  Confederate  forces  at,  June  30 918 

Chalmers,  James.  Mentioned 457 

Chamberlain,  Andrew  L.  Mentioned 137,148 

Chamberlayne,  F.  W.  Mentioned 528, 531 

Chamberlayne,  John  H.  Mentioned 838,839 

Chambers,  T.  J.  Mentioned 569 

Chambers,  William.  Mentioned 383 

Chambliss,  J.  R.,  jr.  Mentioned 940 

Chambliss,  William  P.  Mentioned 42,46,47,227 

Champion,  Frank.  Mentioned 606 

Chandler,  Charles  P.  Mentioned 112, 125, 126, 130, 986 

Chapin,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 243,251 
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Chapman,  Thomas  D.  G.  Mentioned 457 

Chapman,  W.  H.  Mentioned 762 

Chapman,  William.  Mentioned 350,351,371 

Charles  City  Court-House,  Va.  Keconnaissance  beyond,  July  11. 

Communications  from  W.  W.  Averell 931 

Report  of  James  H.  Childs 930 

Charles  City  Cross-Roads,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  30.  (See  Glendale,  Va.) 

Charles  City  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing  on  the, 

July  3.  Report  of  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman 921 

(See  also  Herring  Creek,  Va.  Skirmishes  near,  July  3-4.) 

Charles,  Edmund  C.  Mentioned 81,95 

Chazotte,  Adolphus  T.  Mentioned 156,987 

Cheek,  W.  H.  Mentioned 960 

Cheshire,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 875 

Chester,  James.  Mentioned 241,256 

Chester,  William  H.  Mentioned 138, 139 

Chestnut,  John.  Mentioned 530,531 

Cheves,  Edward.  Mentioned 596 

Chick,  J.  F.  Mentioned 831 

Chickahominy.  Battle  of  the,  June  27.  (See  Gaines’  Mill,  Va.) 

Childs,  James  H. 

Mentioned 33, 42, 406, 932, 949 

Reports  of 

Charles  City  Court-House,  Va.  Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Land- 
ing beyond,  July  11 930 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville, 

Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale 406 

Childs,  Jonathan  W.  Mentioned 277 

Childs,  T.  M.  Mentioned 682,720,742 

Chilton,  R.  H.  Mentioned 498, 518, 628, 660, 662, 666, 667, 669, 671, 680, 681, 718 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Chittuch,  Michael.  Mentioned 326 

Chocura,  U.  S.  Steamer.  Mentioned 331,  333, 336, 337 

Christian,  Eli  W.  Mentioned 851 

Christian,  Jones  R.  Mentioned 522 

Christian,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 851 

Christian,  William  S.  Mentioned 839,842,847,848 

Christie,  Daniel  H. 

Mentioned 644 

Reports  of 

Fair  Oaks,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  May  30 646 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  26-27,  including  Gaines’  Mill..  646 

Church,  Moses.  Mentioned 988 

Churchill,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned 985 

Clark,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 329 

Clark,  A.  Judson.  Mentioned 174 

Clark,  Alpheus.  Mentioned 194 

Clark,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 281,282 

Clark,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 442 

Clark,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 395 

Mentioned 115,397,405 

Clark,  Niven.  Mentioned 894 

Clark,  P.  H.  Mentioned 626, 652, 653 
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Clark,  T.  R.  Mentioned 966 

Clarke,  Francis  N.  Mentioned... 52 

Clarke,  J.  W.  Mentioned 694 

Clarke,  Robert.  Mentioned 243, 245 

Clarke,  Ruffin.  Mentioned 848 

Clarke,  William  J.  Mentioned 793, 794 

Clayton,  J.  C.  Mentioned 827 

Clayville,  Elisha.  Mentioned 848 

Cleaveland,  Milton  W.  Mentioned 986 

Clemens,  K.  Mentioned 832 

Clement,  W.  B.  Mentioned 961 

Clemons,  W.  G.  Mentioned 682, 720, 721, 724 

Clendenin,  David  R.  Mentioned 232, 412, 924, 952, 966 

Cleveland,  J.  Mentioned 694 

Clitz,  Henry  B. 

Mentioned 227, 349, 352, 358, 359, 368, 369, 378, 379 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines^  Mill,  June  27  366 

Cloninger,  Wiley  W.  Mentioned 894 

Clopton,  William  I.  Mentioned 536, 549 

Closs,  William  A.  Mentioned 889,988 

Clute,  J.  E.  Mentioned 569,990 

Cobb,  Amasa. 

Mentioned 77 467 

Report  of  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  June  27 475 

Cobb,  Howell. 

Mentioned 92, 486, 505, 509, 548, 663-665, 668-670, 673- 

675, 678, 683, 691,  692,  696,  700, 707,  715,  718,  750, 790, 819,  820, 956, 979 
Report  of  operations,  June  29-July  1,  including  Savage  Station  and  Mal- 
vern Hill 748 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Bankhead  Magruder 678 

Mentioned 522, 523, 739 

Report  of  operations,  June  26-July  10,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Bottom’s 

Bridge,  and  White  House 524 

Cochran,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned 993 

Cochran,  S.  Hays.  Mentioned 989 

Cochran,  William  H.  Mentioned 418 

Cockrell,  S.  D.  Mentioned 682,713,714 

Cody,  B.  H.  Mentioned 682,720,721,723,724 

Cogbill,  W.  W.  T.  Mentioned 822 

Cohen,  A B.  Mentioned 778,985 

Cohen,  A.  J.  Mentioned 966 

Cohen,  Henry  F.  Mentioned 694 

Cohn,  T.  J.  Mentioned 569 

Coke,  John  Archer.  Mentioned 551 

Colbert,  J.J.  Mentioned 1 804 

Colburn,  A.  V.  (For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  B.  McClellan.) 

Colby,  William  R.  Mentioned 106 

Cold  Harbor,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  27.  (See  Gainee^  Mill,  Fa.) 

Cole,  C.  C.  Mentioned 839, 901, 902 

Cole,  R.  G.  Mentioned 498 

Coleman,  Haws.  Mentioned 832 

Coleman,  Lewis  M.  Mentioned 488, 536, 550, 551, 762, 839, 880, 941, 944, 946 

Coleman,  Thad.  Mentioned .y. 909,911 
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Colgan,  Abiel  W.  Mentioned 132 

Collamer,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 404 

Collins,  C.  R.  Mentioned 839,843^ 

Collins,  J.  Mentioned 405, 745 

Collins,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned 352,359,361 

Report  of  operations,  June  25-July  3,  including  Gaines'  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 364 

Colquitt,  A.  H.  Mentioned 485, 

505, 510, 511, 558, 624, 626, 628, 630, 632, 643, 649, 650, 779, 782, 976  ' 

Colston,  R.  T.  Mentioned 575 

Compton,  Joseph.  Mentioned ^ 994 

Comstock,  Oliver  C.  Mentioned 308, 987 

Comstock,  Olney  A.  Mentioned 990 

Conant,  Charles  O.  Mentioned 303 

Cone,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 985 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Fair  Oaks,  Va.  Battle  of,  May  31-June  1 506 

Seven-Days’  Battles,  June  25-July  1 502- 

510,  559,  565,  567  , 569,  573,  576,  577,  579,  599,  608-610,  630,  633,  635, 
645,  708,  710,  722,  725,  730,  731,  755,  761,  766,  768,  825,  840,  973-984 
Mentioned.  (For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States.) 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Chaffin’s  Farm,  Va.,  June  30 918 

Holmes’  division,  artillery  with,  July  15 912 

North  Carolina,  department  of,  June  25-July  1 488 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of,  June  25-July  1 483-489 

Congress,  C.  S.  Act  of  October  13,  1862,  authorizing  medals  and  badges  of 

distinction 992 

Connally,  E.  L.  Mentioned 601 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  1st,  23,34,377,463,969-972. 

Conner,  Eli  T.  Mentioned 62,68,70,164,989 

Conner,  Freeman.  Mentioned 321, 340, 343 

Conner,  James.  Mentioned 836,839,899,902 

Conner,  William  J.  Mentioned..# 69,70 

Connor,  H.  C.  Mentioned 302,303,306 

Connor,  Patrick.  Mentioned 138, 139 

Conrad,  Fred.  A.  Mentioned 391 

Conshingan,  John.  Mentioned 466 

Cook,  Corporal.  Mentioned 191 

Cook,  Elbridge.  Mentioned 988 

Cook,  George  W.  Mentioned 326 

Cooke,  C.  G.  Mentioned 611,991 

Cooke,  Henry  P.  Mentioned 442 

Cooke,  John  Esten.  Mentioned 522 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 43 

Mentioned 36, 37, 43, 45, 224, 226, 273, 315, 316, 406, 678 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 41 

Cooper,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 909,911,912,915 

Cooper,  Frederick.  Mentioned 103, 156, 157 

Cooper,  G.  W,  Mentioned 755 


INDEX. 


1011 


Page 

Cooper,  James.  Mentioned 85 

Cooper,  James  H. 

Mentioned 400, 405,  415 

Report  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

and  Glendale 409, 410 

Cooper,  Samuel.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A.) 

Cooper,  T.  J.  S.  Mentioned 994 

Copeland,  Henry.  Mentioned 972 

■ Coppens,  G.  Mentioned 760 

Corbet,  William  W.  Mentioned 179 

Cordell,  E . F.  Mentioned 851 

Corley,  J.  L.  Mentioned 498 

Corning,  C.  H.  Mentioned 376, 377 

Corse,  M.  D.  Mentioned 759, 763, 765 

Corts,  George  P.  Mentioned 175,178 

Costenbader,  William  H.  Mentioned 848 

Coster,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 361, 368, 369 

Coster,  John  F.  Mentioned 191 

Costin,  E.  L.  Mentioned 682,751,979 

Cotton,  John  H.  Mentioned 994 

Couch,  Darius  N. 

Mentioned 22, 23, 28, 61, 68, 97, 102-104, 107, 109, 120, 122, 140, 141, 143-147,  149, 

165,  166,  176,  182,  188, 192, 193,  195,  196,212,213,215,216,228-231,238, 
251,  257,  267,  274,  275,  283,  288,  293,  314, 320, 326, 350, 351, 364, 434, 678 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  James  River  Road,  Malvern 

Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 201, 202 

Coursen,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 157 

Cowan,  Robert  H. 

Mentioned 839,884 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 890 

Cowan,  Robert  V.  Mentioned 894 

Coward,  A.  Mentioned 673,692,705 

Cowdin,  Robert. 

Mentioned 122, 124, 154 

Reports  of  operations  June  25-30,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Glendale  . . . 124, 125 

Cox,  George  W.  Mentioned 875 

Cox,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 638 

Cox,  John  M.  Mentioned 989 

C.  P.  Smith,  Steamer.  Mentioned 918,920 

Crabb,  George  W.  Mentioned 253, 259, 260 

Craft,  M.  S.  Mentioned 785 

Craig,  Calvin  A.  Report  of  battle  of  Glendale,  June  30 179 

Crane,  Cyrus  R.  Mentioned 464 

Crane,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 158 

Crawford,  C.  P.  Mentioned 548 

Crawford,  Thomas.  Mentioned 266 

Creekmore,  James  M.  Mentioned 987 

Crenshaw,  W.  G. 

Mentioned 836, 839, 857, 858 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill 902 

Crenshaw,  Z.  F.  Mentioned 985 

Crew’s  Farm,  Va.  Battle  of,  July  1.  (See  Malvern  Hill,  Va.) 
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Criminger,  W.  J.  Mentioned 988 

Crittenden,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned - '839 

Crittenden,  James  L.  Mentioned 898 

Crocker,  J ames  F.  Mentioned 820 

Crockett,  Joseph.  Mentioned 578,991 

Croft,  Edward.  Mentioned 869 

Cronin,  John.  Mentioned 466 

Crosby,  A.  B.  Mentioned 219 

Crosby,  J.  M.  Mentioned 990 

Cross,  Nelson.  Mentioned 212 

Crowder,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 828 

Crump,  Private.  Mentioned 528 

Crump,  T.  W.  Mentioned 


987 

Crumpler,  Thomas  N.  Mentioned 522, 525, 988 

Crutchfield,  S. 

Mentioned 557,559,653,655 

Eeport  of  operations  June  27-30,  including  Gaines^  Mill  and  White  Oak 

Swamp  Bridge 560 

Cullen,  J.  S.  D.  Mentioned 501,760 

Culpepper,  J.  B.  Mentioned .• 986 

Cumming,  Alfred.  Mentioned 672,720,721,723 

Cumming,  J.  B. 

Mentioned 695 

Rei)ort  of  operations  June  26-Jnly  1,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms  and  Malvern  Hill \ 704 

Cumming,  Robert  L.  Mentioned 985 

Cumming,  W.  A.  Mentioned 659 

Cummings,  Peter.  Mentioned 409 

Cunningham,  James  D.  Mentioned 985 

Cunningham,  M.  M.  Mentioned 989 

Cunningham,  R.  H.,  jr. 

Mentioned 484, 552, 555, 572, 589-591 

Report  of  operations  June27-July  1,  including  Gaines’ Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 586 

Currie,  L.  D.  H.  Mentioned 464 

Currier,  Simon  P.  Mentioned 126 

Currituck,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 333 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned 392 

Cushing,  A.  H.  Mentioned 52 

Custer,  George  A.  Mentioned 75,948,954,955 

Cuthbertson,  John.  Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 396 

Cutting,  Heyward.  Mentioned 371,376,377 

Cutts,  A.  S. 

Mentioned 485, 487, 489, 533, 534, 537, 941, 943, 944, 946 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1 547 

Cuyler,  William  C.  Mentioned 1 271 

Dabney,  Chiswell.  Mentioned 522 

Dabney,  P.  Y.  Mentioned 900 

Dabney,  R.  T.  Mentioned 559, 586 

Dabney,  W.  J.  Mentioned 535, 689, 941, 943, 944 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  Sloop.  Mentioned 920 

Dailey,  E.  D.  Mentioned 405 

Daley,  Daniel.  Mentioned 459 

Daley,  Robert.  Mentioned 383 
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Damms,  James.  Mentioned 343 

Dana,  AmasaE.  Mentioned 232 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 


Mentioned 25, 51, 81, 82, 87, 89, 92 

Report  of  operations  June  28-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  White  Oak 


Swamp  Bridge,  Savage  Station,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 93 

Dance,  W.  J.  Mentioned 944 

Danforth,  Charles,  jr.  Mentioned 438,442,987 

Danforth,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 403, 409, 989 

Daniel,  Charles.  Mentioned 682,708 

Daniel,  James  L.  Mentioned 991 

Daniel,  Junius. 


Mentioned 488, 906, 908, 917, 939, 940, 942, 943, 984 

Report  of  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  June  30 913 

Daniel,  R.  T.,  jr.  Mentioned 819, 824-827 

Danks,  William  N.  Mentioned 343 

Dannells,  Franklin.  Mentioned 427,428 

Darden,  A.  S.  Mentioned 819 

Darden,  J.  D.  Mentioned 819 

Dare,  George.  Mentioned 418 

Darlington,  F.  N.  Mentioned 851 

David,  J.  M.  Mentioned 839 

David,  R.  H.  Mentioned.... 832 

Davidson,  Delozier.  Mentioned 359, 361, 365, 515 

Davidson,  Greenlee.  Mentioned 539,839,881 

Davidson,  James.  Mentioned 241 

Davidson,  John  W. 


Mentioned 


35,242, 464,929 


Report  of  operations  June  27-July  3,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 


Farms,  Savage  Station,  and  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge 480 

Davidson,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 545 

Davies,  Francis  A.  Mentioned 362 

Davis,  E.  W.  Mentioned 870,990 

Davis,  Frank  C.  Mentioned 234 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder,  John  B - 687 

War  Department,  C.  S 680 

Mentioned 490,535,536,623,660,674,838,879,907,916,992 

Davis,  John.  Mentioned 827 

Davis,  Larkin.  Mentioned 827 

Davis,  Luther  M.  Mentioned 645 

Davis,  William  C.  Mentioned 875 

Davis,  William  H.  Mentioned 991 

Davis,  William  J.  Mentioned 848 


Dawson,  George  O.  Reports  of  operations  J une  2&-J uly  1,  including  Garnett’s 

and  Golding’s  Farms  and  Malvern  Hill 711, 712 

Dearing,  James.  Mentioned 1.  762 

Deaton,  John  H.  Mentioned 993 

De  Benneville,  J.  Mentioned 405 

De  Hart,  Henry  V.  Mentioned 398, 400, 402, 405, 990 

De  Lagnel,  J.  A.  Mentioned 534,802 

De  Laigle,  L.  Mentioned 682, 693 

Delaney,  James  J.  Mentioned 988 
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Delaney,  J.  W.  Mentioned 864, 990 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 918,920 

Delaware  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 2d,  24, 40, 78, 79. 

Delony,  William  G.  Mentioned 524 

Dement,  William  P.  Mentioned 900 

Deming,  Eugene  M.  Mentioned 988 

Denike,  J.  P.  Mentioned 240,270 

Dennison,  William  N.  Mentioned 243, 245 

De  Puy,  Richard  G.  Mentioned 987 

De  Rosset,  William  L. 

Mentioned •.  6.51 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines^ 

Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill 657 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A. 

Mentioned 28, 96, 103, 136, 204 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 104 

De  Saussure,  H.  W.  Mentioned 990 

Deshler,  James. 

Mentioned 488, 796, 907-909, 913, 914 

Reports  of 

Malvern  Cliff.  Engagement  at,  June  30 910 

North  Carolina,  Department  of.  Artillery  serving  in,  July  15 912 

Destine,  J.  C.  Mentioned 832 

Detrick,  J.  L.  Mentioned 402,408 

De  W aigner,  J ohn.  Mentioned 248 

Dews,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned 851 

Dickenson,  George.  Mentioned 258,259 

Dickey,  A.  G.  Mentioned 475 

Dickey,  William  N.  Mentioned 890 

Dickinson,  A.  C.  Mentioned 673 

Dickinson,  A.  G. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 677 

Mentioned 661,666,669,673,746 

Dickinson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1 110,112 

Dickson,  William  J.  Mentioned 875 

Diederichs,  Otto.  Mentioned 265,390,402 

Dillman,  Louis. 

Mentioned 184, 188, 189 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 187 

Dispatch  Station,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  June  28.  (See  Bottom’s  Bridge^  Fa.) 

Dix,  Edward  T.  Mentioned 766, 991 

Dix,  John  A.  Mentioned 331,334,919 

Dobbins,  J.  Mentioned 987 

Doby,  A.  E . Mentioned 681, 720, 729 

Dodd,  Albert.  Mentioned 376,990 

Doles,  George.  Mentioned 788, 792, 804, 806-808, 810, 816, 817 

Donalds,  Alfred  A. 

Mentioned 110, 135, 136, 147 

Report  of  operations  June  25- July  4,  including  Oak  Grove,  Peach  Orchard, 
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Mentioned 193,196 
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Dougherty,  George  W.  Mentioned 266 

Dougherty,  Owen.  Mentioned 921 
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Douglas,  H.  T.  Mentioned 673,839 

Douglass,  E.  E.  Mentioned 405,425 

Douglass,  Marcellus. 

Mentioned 598 

Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill - 599,600 

Dow,  Edwin  C.  Mentioned 970,971 

Dowd,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 672, 749 

Dowtin,  Thomas.  Mentioned 569, 985 
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Drake,  Richard.  Mentioned 994 
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Drew,  Charles.  Mentioned 418 
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Dunlop,  John.  Mentioned 819 

Dimlop,  Joseph.  Mentioned 986 
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Dunning,  Edward.  Mentioned 754 
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Duryea,  Hiram. 
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Dustin,  Daniel.  Mentioned 232 

Duvillard,  J.  A.  Mentioned 365 

Dwight,  W.M.  Mentioned 681,720,728,729 

Dyckman,  Garrett. 

Mentioned 163, 182, 191 

Eeport  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 191 

Dyke,  Reuben  L.  Mentioned 848 

Eady,  John.  Mentioned 986 

Early,  Jubal  A. 

Mentioned 484, 607, 622 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 611 

Early,  R.  D.  Mentioned 645 

Early,  S.  H.  Mentioned 612 

Early,  W.  H.  Mentioned 524, 958, 959 

Easley,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 986 

Easley,  Edwin  H.  Mentioned 851 

Eastham,  G.  C.  Mentioned 585 

Easton,  Hezeklah.  Mentioned 400, 402, 405, 408, 989 

Eccleston,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 204 

Eckert,  George  B.  Mentioned 362 

Edgerton,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 464 

Edmonds,  E.  C. 

Mentioned 668, 673, 818, 819, 826, 827 

Reports  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 822,823 

Edmunds,  Henry.  Mentioned 829 

Edmundson,  Jesse  W.  Mentioned 914 

Edwards,  Clark  S.  Mentioned 454 

Edwards,  John. 

Mentioned 352, 378 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  inclnding  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 355 

Edwards,  John  F.  Mentioned 681,717 

Edwards,  John  G.  Mentioned • 876 

Edwards,  O.  E. 

Mentioned 856,872 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 866 

Egan,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 180 

Eggemeyer,  August.  Mentioned 368 

Eggleston,  George  H.  Mentioned 308 

Eickler,  H.  G.  O.  Mentioned 379, 382 

Elder,  John  D.  Mentioned 989 

Elder,  Samuel  S. 

Mentioned 197, 241, 252, 253, 949 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  3,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms 257 

Eldridge,  E.  J.  Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 682 

Eley,  William  T.  Mentioned — 991 

Ellet,  William  H.  Mentioned 832 

Elliott,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 326 

Elliott,  T.  J.  Mentioned 832 

Ellison’s  Mill,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  26.  (See  Mechanicsville,  Va.,  Battle  of.) 

Ellrich,  Ernest  T.  Mentioned 449, 455, 989 
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Elzey,  Arnold.  Mentioned... 484, 

506, 510, 552, 554, 605, 607, 608, 610, 611, 615, 621, 625, 974, 985 

Emmett,  Samuel.  Mentioned 358 

Emmett,  Temple.  Mentioned 72,75 

Emory,  T.  L.  Mentioned 645 

Emory,  William  H.  Mentioned 41, 298, 332, 333, 516, 956 

Engelhard,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 884 

Espy,  Thomas.  Mentioned 989 

Estes,  John  B. 

Mentioned ’. 624, 648, 651 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Malvern 


Hill 656 

Estes,  Stephen  A.  Mentioned 327 

Estill,  Huston.  Mentioned 851 

Etz,  Charles  O.  Mentioned 989 

Eustis,  J.  B.  Mentioned 666,673,745 

Evans,  C.  A.  Mentioned 596, 602 

Evans,  Moses  F.  T.  Mentioned 673, 818, 819, 821 

Evans,  Nathan  G.  * 

Mentioned 956,963 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Malvern  Hill,  August  6 962 

Evans,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 368 

Evans,  William.  Mentioned 476, 991 

Evans,  W.  J.  Mentioned 156 

Evans,  William  N.  Mentioned 987 

Everett,  Ignatius.  Mentioned 591 

Evins,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 876 

Ewell,  Richard  S. 
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484, 490, 492, 493,  496,  506, 507, 510,  515,  516,  552-560, 562, 570, 584, 595, 
610-614,  617-622,  627, 629, 685, 729,  771, 815, 857, 882,  888,  900,  974,  ^5 


Report  of  operations  June  26-July  4,  including  Hundley’s  Corner,  Gaines’ 


Mill,  Malvern  Hill,  and  Westover 605 

Eyster,  John  S.  Mentioned 427 

Fagan,  Andrew.  Mentioned 199,200 

Faggert,  James.  Mentioned 989 

Fairbanks,  John  D. 

Mentioned 101, 164, 186, 187, 987 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 190 

Fairfax,  J.  W.  Mentioned 758,760,838 

Fairley,  John  S.  Mentioned 564 

Fairman,  James.  Mentioned 219 

Fairman,  Washington  B.  Mentioned 311,988 

Fair  Oaks,  Va. 

Battle  of.  May  31-June  1. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 506 

Roll  of  Honor.  (Confederate) 993,994 

Skirmishes  at  or  near 

May  30.  Report  of  Daniel  H.  Christie 646 

June  27.  (See  report  of  B.  W.  Martin,  p.  831.) 

Faison,  Franklin  J.  Mentioned 625, 629, 644, 988 

Faith,  Andrew.  Mentioned 927 

Faith,  W.  C.  Mentioned 774,985 

Fallon,  John.  Mentioned 986 
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Fant,  Edward  L.jjr.  Mentioned 991 

Fardella,  Enrico.  Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 183 

Farenholt,  B.  L.  Mentioned 831 

Farley,  W.  D.  Mentioned 516,522 

Farnsworth,  Elon  J.  Mentioned 233 

Farnsworth,  John  F. 

Mentioned 33, 193, 194, 289  » 

Reports  of 

Harrison’s  Landing.  Reconnaissance  from,  July  4 923 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  26-28,  including  Hanover 

Court-House,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Dispatch  Station 232 

Farquhar,  F.  U.  Mentioned 466 

Farrar,  Judson  S.  Mentioned 191 

Farrow,  T.  S.  Mentioned 857,861,867,874 

Fauntleroy,  R.  B.  Mentioned 848 

Fauntleroy,  Thomas.  Mentioned 848 

Fauntleroy,  V.  H.  Mentioned 848 

Feagin,  Isaac  B.  Mentioned 606 

Featherston,  Winfield  S. 

Mentioned 486, 503, 508, 

549,  649,  756,  757,  759,  761,  770-773, 775, 776, 778,  780, 838, 870, 981,  985 
Reports  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Glen- 
dale  781,784,785 

Feilner,  John.  Mentioned 44 

Ferguson,  Archibald  H.  Mentioned 311,988 

Ferguson,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 343 

Ferguson,  Richard.  Mentioned 769 

Ferris,  Lansom  S.  Mentioned 343 

Ferry,  Orris  S.  Mentioned 218,922 

Ficklin,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 844 

Field, . Mentioned 611 

Field,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 487, 503, 834-837, 838, 847, 857, 861, 877, 879, 897, 899, 901, 982 

Report  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

and  Glendale 841 

Field,  Edward.  Mentioned 59,60 

Field,  Frederick  K.  Mentioned 302,306 

Field,  George.  Mentioned 760, 775, 778 

Field,  J.  G.  Mentioned 839 

Fields,  W.  B.  Mentioned 525 

Fight,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 888 

Finch,  George  A.  Mentioned 827 

Fink,  James  D.  Mentioned 991 

Fiser,  John  C. 

Mentioned 672,751 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 753 

Fisher,  Edward  M.  Mentioned 318, 987 

Fisher,  James  C.  Mentioned 153 

Fisher,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 418 

Fisher,  P.  B.  Mentioned 531 

Fisher,  Solomon.  Mentioned 986 

Fitch,  Butler.  Mentioned 219 

Fite,  John  A.  Mentioned.. 839 

Fitzhugh,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 839 
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Pitzhugh,  Norman  R.  Mentioned 522 

Fitzki,  Edward.  Mentioned 412 

Plagg,  Cassander.  Mentioned 128 

Fletcher,  J.  Baxter.  Mentioned 989 

Fletcher,  Louis  J.  Mentioned 571, 581, 582, 991 

Flood,  Henry.  Mentioned 241,252 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry—  Regiments : 2d,  486, 503, 773, 980, 985. 

Flowerree,  C.  C.  Mentioned 765 

Floyd- Jones,  De  Lancey. 

Mentioned 284, 350, 352, 371, 380 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 374 

Flynn,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 466 

Foley,  W.  D.  Mentioned 986 

Folsom,  Robert  W.  Mentioned 836, 839, 878 

Foote,  George  P.  Mentioned 783, 985 

Foote,  R.  W.  Mentioned 374, 990 

Foote.  J.  J.  Mentioned 988 

Forbes,  C.H.  Mentioned 479 

Ford,  James  W.  Mentioned 661,682,690,692 

Forge  Bridge,  Va.  (See  Jones’  Bridge^  Va.) 

Forsyth,  Charles.  Mentioned 636 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  Expedition  from,  June  28-July  4.  Reports  of 

Heine,  Wilhelm 920 

Lee,  John  C 918 

For  wood,  William  H.  Mentioned 352 

Poster,  J.  Heron.  Mentioned 209,211 

Foster,  S.  A.  Mentioned 350, 352, 371, 372 

Fouratt,  Enos.  Mentioned 440 

Fowler,  Henry.  Mentioned 73, 74 

Fowler,  William.  Mentioned 321,327,329 

Foye,  John  W.  Mentioned 112, 126 

Francine,  Louis  R.  Report  of  operations  August  4-7,  including  reoccupation 

of  Malvern  Hill 1 953 

* Francis,  George  W.  Mentioned : 986 

Francis,  John  W.  Mentioned 795 

Frank,  John  D. 

Mentioned 236, 240 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 52 

Franklin,  Walter  S.  Mentioned 368 

Franklin,  William  B. 

Mentioned 34, 37, 50, 51, 55, 81, 92, 94, 98, 101, 165, 394, 432, 447, 464 

Reports  of 

Long  Bridge  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  the,  July  9 929 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  27- July  2,  including  Garnett’s 
and  Golding’s  Farms,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  Malvern  Hill..  429 

Franks,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 871 

Frazier’s  Farm,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  30.  (See  Glendale,  Fa.) 

Freelove,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 233 

Freeman,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned 374 

Freeman,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 372, 373 

Freeman,  George  W.  Mentioned 187, 191 

Fremont,  John  C.  Mentioned 490 
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French,  Samuel  G. 

Mentioned _ 937, 939, 940 

Orders,  Special,  July  31,  1862 942 

Report  of  attack  on  Union  camp  and  shipping  between  Shirley  and  Harri- 
son’s Landing,  July  31-August  1 940 

French,  William  H. 

Mentioned 21, 24, 43, 50, 54-56, 60, 70, 71, 76, 79, 94, 226, 350, 379, 388 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Peach  Orchard, 
Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill.  75,77 


French’s  Field,  Va.  Engagement  at,  June  25.  (See  Oah  Groves  Va.) 

Frick,  Jacob  G. 

Mentioned 448,449 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27  450 

Frie,  John.  Mentioned 383 

Frobel,  B.  W.  Mentioned 564 

Frossard,  E.  Mentioned 457 

Frothingham,  William.  Mentioned 342,343 

Fry,  C.  W.  Mentioned 652, 653 

Fry,  W.  T.  Mentioned 765 

Fulkerson,  S . V.  Mentioned 484, 493, 510, 552, 555, 586, 592-594, 974, 991 
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Fuller,  Guy  W.  Mentioned 326 

Fuller,  William  D.  Mentioned 253, 259, 260 

Fullerton,  George  W.  Mentioned 875 

Fullerton,  James  S.  Mentioned 399, 400, 409, 410, 426, 427 

Fulton,  H.P.  Mentioned 175,178 

Funk,  J.  H.  S.  Mentioned 581 

Gadberry,  J.  M.  Mentioned : 962 

Gaebel,  F.  A.  H.  Mentioned 62 

Gaillard,  F. 

Mentioned 681, 720, 726, 727, 729 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  and  Malvern  Hill 733 

Gaines’  Mill,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  27.  * 

Communications  from 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George 43 

Merritt,  Wesley 43 

Morell,  George  W 279 

Porter,  Fitz  John 232,392 

Roll  of  Honor.  (Confederate) 993, 994 

(See  also  Seven-Bays'  Battles.  Reports  of 


Adams. 

Branch,  L.  O’B. 

Crutchfield. 
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Brockenbrough. 
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Brown,  J.  T. 
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Edwards,  J. 
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Barnes,  D. 
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Ewell. 

Hays,  W. 

Bartlett,  J.  J. 
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Farnsworth. 
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Christie. 

Featherston. 
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Field. 
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Hill,  A.  P. 
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Frick. 
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Jackson,  C.  F. 

Called  also  Cold  Harbor  and  the  Chickahomiiiy. 
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Gaines’  Mill,  Va. 

See  also  Seven~Days’  Battles. 
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Gallagher,  William  J.  Mentioned 

Gallupe,  G.  S.  Mentioned 

Gallus,  Christian  A.  Mentioned.. 
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Strange. 

Roberts,  H.  S. 

Stuart. 

Robertson. 

Sykes. 

Taggart. 

Tailor,  G.  W. 

Rodes. 
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Ruehle. 

Tiiball. 
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Tilton. 
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Torbert. 
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Seaver. 

Vermillion. 

Seymour. 
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Simpson,  J.  H. 

Slocum. 

Weed. 

Smead. 

Weeden. 

Smith,  G.  C. 

Whiting. 

Smith,  T. 

Wilcox. 

Stafford. 

Winder.) 

Starke. 
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403,989 

924,926 

48, 328, 530, 965 
...  388,445,446 
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405,413 
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Martin,  "W.  T. 
Martindale. 
Matheson. 
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Meagher. 
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Miiledge. 

Morell. 

Moseley. 

NefF. 

Kewton. 

O’Connell. 

Pender. 

Pendleton. 

Poland. 

Porter. 

Pryor. 

Rhett. 

Rice. 

Richardson,  C. 
Richardson,  R.  M. 


Gamble,  William. 

Mentioned 923 

Report  of  reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing,  July  4 923 

Ganavan,  James.  Mentioned 993 

Garber,  A.  W.  Mentioned 513 

Gardiner,  C.  C.  Mentioned 434,450 

Gardner,  F.  Mentioned 612 

Gardner,  R.  D.  Mentioned 578 


Garland,  Samuel,  jr. 

Mentioned 485, 504, 505, 510, 558, 596, 624-626, 628, 630, 631, 647, 650, 976 

Report  of  operations  June  25- July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Mechanicsville, 

Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill 639 

Garlington,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned 727,736,989 

Garnett,  James  M.  Mentioned 571,572 

Garnett,  John  J. 

Mentioned 485, 504, 533, 535, 542, 544, 682, 693 


Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Station,  and  Malvern  Hill 

Garnett,  William  Kemp.  Mentioned 


Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms.  Actions  at,  June  27-28. 


Battles.  Reports  of 
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Auderson,  G.  T. 
Arndt. 

Ayres. 

Benning. 

Brooks,  W.  T.  H. 
Buck. 

Bumliam. 
Campbell,  J.  D. 
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Cobh,  A. 
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Davidson. 
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Elder. 

Franklin. 
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Hancock. 

Holmes,  W.  R. 
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Kirkpatrick. 
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Lee,  R.  E. 
Lee,  S.  D. 
Lord. 
McClellan. 
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(See  Seven-Days^ 


Miles. 

Millican. 

Nelson. 
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Pendleton. 

Smith,  W.  F. 

Stoughton. 

Toombs. 

Vinton. 

■Woolfolk.) 
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Garrett,  W.  J.  Mentioned 682,708,710 
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Garrish,  James  R.  Mentioned 986 

Garrison,  J.  D.  Mentioned 993 

Garvin,  L.  A.  Mentioned 855 

Gary,  M.  W.  Mentioned 564,568,570 

Gary,  William  J.  Mentioned 234 

Gaskell,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 339, 341 

Gatewood,  Liston  T. 

Mentioned 676, 677 

Statement  of  Magruder’s  movements  July  1 61(6 

Gay,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 

Gayle,  B.  B.  Eeport  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27  638 

Geddes,  Robert.  Mentioned 993 

George,  A.  G.  P.  Mentioned 851 


Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Battalions:  Sumter  {Batteries),  A {Boss),  487,  489,  534,  547,  809, 
944;  B {Price),  489,534,547,548;  C {Crawford),  548;  D {Blackshear),  489, 
534, 547;  E {Lane),  485, 489, 533, 535, 5.37, 542, 547-549,  689, 694,  746,747, 944, 
978 ; Batteries:  Hamilton’s,  489,  547 ; Milledge’s,  489, 533, 534, 538-541, 
941,943,944,946;  Pulaski  {Read),  486,  747;  Troup  Artillery  {Stanley 
and  Carlton),  486, 664, 747, 748, 750, 979. 

Infantry— fiaffa//o/7S ; 2d,  488, 915, 916, 943, 984.  Regiments : 1st  {Regulars), 
485, 504, 690, 691, 705-711, 723, 977 ; 2d,  485,  504,  689,  695-702, 704, 977,  985 ; 
3d,  487,  504, 509, 787, 791, 805, 807, 810, 813, 814, 817, 818, 830, 981, 985 ; 4th, 
487, 504, 509, 787,  788, 791, 799, 802-804, 806-808, 810, 813, 814, 981, 985 ; 6th, 
485, 505, 510, 624, 626, 628, 976  ; 7th,  4.30, 463,  481, 485,  504, 509,  690,  696, 701, 
705-708,  710,  711,  713, 977, 985 ; 8th,  430, 463, 481, 485, 504, 509, 690, 701,705- 
708, 711-713,  977,  985 ; 9th,  485, 504, 509,  690,  706-708,  712-714, 977  ; 10th, 
• 485,  505,  509,  716,  717,  720-723,  725,  744,  978 ; 11th,  485,  504,  706-708,  714, 

715,977;  12th,  484,506,608,610-613,974;  13th,  484,506,572,597-601,606, 
974;  14th,  487,505,836,877-879;  15th,  485,504,690,695-697,699-702,704, 
977,  985 ; 16th,  486,  505,  509,  668,  749,  979 ; 17th,  485,  504,  695-697,  700, 
702-704,  977, 985 ; 18th,  483, 503, 508, 563-565, 567-569, 615, 973, 985 ; 19th, 
487, 504, 897, 898, 986 ; 20th,  485, 504, 695-698, 704, 705, 977, 986  ; 21st,  484, 
506, 605, 608, 614-617, 975, 986  ; 22d,  487, 504, 509, 787, 804-806, 808, 813, 814, 
816,981,986;  23d,  485,505,625,976;  24th,  486, 505, 749, 979 ; 26th,  484, 
506, 597, 602, 626, 737, 974, 986 ; 27th,  485, 505, 510, 624, 976 ; 28th,  485, 505, 
625,976;  31st,  484,  .506, 596, 597, 602, 603, 974  ; 35th,  487,836,837,877-879, 
986;  38th,  484,506,555,570,  580,584,596,597,599,603,604,974,986;  44th, 
386,  485,  507, 624, 647-651, 656, 657, 976, 977  ; 45th,  487,  877,  879,  880,  986  ; 
48th,  485,507, 624, 647-651, 657, 976, 977  ; 49th,  487, 877, 879 ; 53d,  485, 505, 
509, 721-723, 725, 978 ; 60th  {Uh  Battalion),  484, 506, 597, 599, 604, 974 ; 61st, 
484,  506, 597, 974. 

Miscellaneous : Cobb’s  Legion,  384,  385, 486,  489,  499,  505,  513, 515, 517, 519, 
520, 524, 525, 529, 668, 749, 839, 957-960. 979, 984. 


Gerry,  Lucius  A.  Mentioned 

Getty,  George  W. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  opera  tions  June  26- July  1 

Gibson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 

Gibson,  Horatio  G.  Mentioned 

Gibson,  Warren.  Mentioned 

Gibson,  William.  Mentioned 

Gilbert,  Cornelius.  Mentioned 

Gilbert,  Edwin  S.  Mentioned 

Gilbert,  S.  C.  Mentioned 


267 

33, 230, 237, 240, 262,264, 266, 430, 463, 467 

252 

194,206 

261 

452 

648,651 

824,826,828 

277,289,291,310,311 

655 
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jf  Page. 

i-  Gilchrist,  Alexander.  Mentioned 828 

[|  Gilfillan,  W.  H.  Mentioned 470, 472 

Gill,  William  P.  Mentioned 988 

Gilliam,  James  S.  Eeport  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 820 

Gilliam,  William  A.  Mentioned 850, 851 

Gilligan,  Patrick.  Mentioned 383 

Gilliss,  James.  Mentioned 253,259,260 

Gilluly,  John.  Mentioned 191 

Gilmer,  J.  F.  Mentioned 939 

Gilmer,  Z.  Lee.  Mentioned 767 

Gilmore,  John  T.  Mentioned 682, 751 

Gilmore,  M.  B.  Mentioned 986 

Ginter,  Levels.  Mentioned 880 

Girardey,  V.  J.  B.  Mentioned 807,808,816 

Giroux,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 418 

Given,  Adam.  Mentioned 850 

Gleason,  Shepard.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanics 

ville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill ,310 

Glendale,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  30.* 

Communications  from 

Bierer,  Everard 397 

Clark,  James  C 395 

Cuthbertson,  John 396 

Hill,  Ambrose  P 852. 

Hooker,  Joseph 113,114 

Kearny,  Philip 167-169, 172, 173 

Marsh,  N.  F 397 

Meade,  George  G 394 

Porter,  Fitz  John 231, 392, 395 

Roberts,  R.  Biddle 396 

Seymour,  Truman 395 

Stone,  Roy 395 

Taggart,  John  H 396 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Proceedings  of,  in  case  of  P.  S.  Jastram 169 

Roll  of  Honor.  (Confederate) 993 

(See  also  Seven-Days'  Battles.  Reports  of 


Amsden. 

Edwards,  0.  E. 

Larason. 

Robinson. 

Anderson,  J.  R. 

Featherston. 

Lane,  J.  H. 

Rosser. 

Arndt. 

Field. 

Langley. 

Schack. 

Baity. 

French. 

Lee,  R.  E. 

Sedgwick. 

Barbour. 

Graham,  C.  K. 

Longstreet. 

Seeley. 

Barlow. 

Grover. 

McCall. 

Seymour. 

Barnes,  D. 

Hall. 

Mcl'lellan. 

Sickel. 

Bartlett,  H.  C. 

Hamilton. 

McGowan. 

Sickles. 

Berdan. 

Hastings. 

McKecn. 

Slocum. 

Berry,  H.  G-. 

Hays,  A. 

Magilton. 

Smith,  T. 

Birney. 

Hays,  G.  S. 

Magruder. 

Starke. 

Branch,  L.  O’B. 

Haywood. 

Mallory. 

Stone,  R. 

Brockenbrough. 

Heintzelman. 

Marshall. 

Strange. 

Brown,  H.  W. 

Hill,  A.  P. 

Marston. 

Sully. 

Brown,  J.  T. 

Hoke. 

Mayo. 

Sumner. 

Brown,  W.  L. 

Holt. 

Meagher. 

Taggart. 

Burns. 

• Hooker. 

Mott. 

Thompson. 

Caldwell. 

Humphrey. 

Olmstead. 

Tileston. 

Carr. 

Jackson,  C.  F. 

Pender. 

Tompkins,  C.  H. 

Childs. 

Jastram. 

Pettit.  • 

Tompkins,  J.  A. 

Cooper. 

Kearny. 

Pinckney. 

Wells. 

Cowan. 

Kemper,  J.  L. 

Porter. 

Wilcox. 

Cowdin. 

Kimball. 

Pryor. 

Woods. ) 

Craig. 

King.  \ 

Randol. 

Dana. 

Kirby. 

Randolph,  G.  E. 

Donalds. 

Kirk'. 

Richardson,  I.  B. 

* Called  also  Frazier’s  Farm,  Nelson’s  Farm,  Charles  City  Cross-Koads,  New  Market  Eoad,  and  Willis 
Church. 
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Gloucester  County,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  through,  July  7-9.  Report  of  Jacob  P.  Wilson 927 

Scout  through,  July  22-30.  Report  of  W.  T.  Robins 932 

Godfrey,  John  S.  Mentioned 117 

Goggin,  James  M.  Mentioned 681,717 

Golding’s  Farm,  Va.  Actions  at,  June  27-28.  (See  GarneWs  and  Golding's 
Farms,  Va.) 

Goldman,  Mr.  Mentioned 902 

Golladay,  J.  B.  Mentioned 586 

Geode,  Thomas  F. 

Mentioned 519,523 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  10 526 

Gooding,  W.  W.  Mentioned 765, 991 

Goodloe,  D.  S.  Mentioned 754 

Goodner,  John  F.  Mentioned 839 

Goodno,  Horatio  G.  Mentioned 457,459,460 

Goodrich,  F.  C.  Mentioned 372 

Goodwin,  John.  Mentioned 545 

Goodwyn,  A.  D.  Mentioned 681,720,727,733 

Goodyear,  Walstine.  Mentioned 972 

Goolrick,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 847 

Goolrick,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 848 

Gordon,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 440 

Gordon,  John  B. 

Mentioned 625, 628, 631, 632, 643, 650 

Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 633,637 

Gordon,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 778 

Gore,  David  N.  Mentioned 892 

Gore,  William  K.  Mentioned 988 

Goree,  T.  J.  Mentioned 758,760 

Gorman,  Richard  L.  Mentioned 88 

Gorman,  Willis  A.  Mentioned 81,87,88 

Gosline,  John  M.  Mentioned 434,457,461,989 

Gosson,  John  J.  Mentioned 72,75 

Gouley,  John  W.  S.  Mentioned 240, 253 

Govan,  A.  R.  Mentioned 753 

Gove,  Jesse  A.  Mentioned 227, 277, 289, 291, 300-305, 987 

Grady,  Timothy.  Mentioned 288 

Grafius,  Abraham.  Mentioned 350,372 

Graham,  Charles  K. 

Mentioned 134, 137, 141, 142 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 148 

Graham,  Edward.  Mentioned 796,911-913 

Graham,  Hamilton  C.  Mentioned 889 

Graham,  Joseph. 

Mentioned 944 

Report  of  engagement  at  Malvern  Cliff,  June  30 796 

Grammer,  John,  jr.  Report  of  operations,  etc..  May  31-July  1 832 

Granger,  Alvin  P.  Mentioned / 966 

Grannis,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 338, 339 

Grannis,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 277 

Grant,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 352 
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Grant,  Lewis  A. 

Mentioned 477 

Report  of  battle  of  Savage  Station,  June  29 478 

Graves,  W.  P.  Mentioned 270 

Graves,  W.  W.  Mentioned 827 

Gray,  G.  W.  Mentioned 175,178 

Gray,  R.  H.  Mentioned 839,901,902 

Gray,  S.  C.  Mentioned 470,471 

Grayson,  Richard  O.  Mentioned 991 

Green,  Colonel.  Mentioned 900 

Green,  Private.  Mentioned 191 

Green,  B.  H.  Mentioned 607 

Green,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 845 

Green,  George.  Mentioned - 755 

Green,  G.  J.  Mentioned 832 

Green,  John.  Mentioned 49 

Green,  John  F.  Mentioned 715 

Green,  John  Thomas.  Mentioned 767 

Green,  William  C.  Mentioned 890 

Green,  William  J.  Mentioned 839 

Greene,  W.  A.  Mentioned... 537 

Greenhalgh,  Jabez  B.  Mentioned 65, 67, 101, 186, 187 

Greenwood,  J.  T.  Mentioned 985 

Gregg,  David  McM.  Mentioned 30, 192, 195, 966 

Gregg,  John  I.  Mentioned 966 

Gregg,  Maxcy. 

Mentioned . 487, 503, 781, 786, 834-838, 852, 858, 863, 867, 868, 871, 872, 874, 878, 883, 982 
Reports  of  operations  June  26-27,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’ 

Mill 852,858 

Gregg,  William.  Mentioned 991 

Gregory,  C.  C.  Mentioned 824,826,828 

Gregory,  David  E.  Mentioned - 68 

Grice,  W.  L.  Mentioned 839 

Grier,  David.  Mentioned 362, 363 

Grier,  James  B.  Mentioned 989 

Grier,  William  N. 

Mentioned 41,44,273 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 45 

Griffin,  Charles. 


Mentioned.  20, 30, 105, 119, 203, 204, 214, 222, 224-226, 238, 267, 272-278, 281-283, 286, 
287,  289-291,  293,  294,  296,  300,  319,  320, 322, 350, 357, 377,  386, 387, 399 


Report  of  operations  June26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 312 

Griffin,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 944 

Griffin,  B.  S. 

Mentioned 602 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill 602 


Griffin,  John  W.  Mentioned 

Griffin,  S.  E.  Mentioned 

Griffin,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned  . 
Griffith,  Eben  B.  Mentioned  ... 
Griffith,  George  W.  Mentioned. 
Griffith,  R.  Mentioned 


993 

470,472 

672,751,754 

307 

988 

486, 662-665, 748, 750, 751 
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Griffiths,  James  J.  Mentioned 03 

Griggs,  George  K.  Mentioned 825, 828 

Grigsby,  A.  J.  Mentioned 572, 578, 582, 583 

Grimes,  Carey  F. 

Mentioned 812, 816, 819 


Eeport  of  operations  June  20-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Malvern  * 


Hill ; 801 

Grimstead,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 645 

Griswold,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 302 

Grose,  Henry.  Mentioned 850 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Mentioned 26, 96, 97, 101, 108, 109,  111, 

112,  116,  131,  132,  134, 137, 139,  148,  149-151, 153, 154,  157, 179,  180,  953 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Peach  Or- 
chard, Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 120, 122 

Grower,  William  T.  C. 

Mentioned 331,333,336,337 

Report  of  operations  June  28  about  White  House 337 

Grubb,  H.  Mentioned - 991 

Grummond,  George  W.  Mentioned 308 

Gudger,  M.  F.  Mentioned 715 

Guerry,  P.  V.  Mentioned 606, 616, 985 

Guess,  William  B.  Mentioned 986 

Guild,  Lafayette. 

Mentioned 498, 502, 508, 868 

Return  of  casualties,  &c.,  during  Seven-Days’  Battles,  June  25-July  1 501 

Guindon,  Eugene  W.  Mentioned 436 

Guion,  George  M.  Mentioned 481 

Gulley,  William  B.  Mentioned 988 

Gustin.  Richard.  Mentioned 427 

Guth,  William.  Mentioned 245 

Guthrie,  George  L.  Mentioned 383 

Guyer,  Charles.  Mentioned 321 

Gwaltney,  J ames  T.  Mentioned 991 

Gwinn,  J.  M.  Mentioned 986 

Hackett,  Francis  J.  Mentioned 74,988 

Hadden,  William  M.  Mentioned 875 

Hagenmeister,  Du  Plat.  Mentioned 928 

Hager,  G.O.  Mentioned : 379,382 

Haggerty,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 75 

Haggerty,  James.  Mentioned 75 

Haile,  Robert  G.  Mentioned 847 

Hains,  Peter  C.  Mentioned 243,251,966 

Hair,  Frederick.  Mentioned 373 

Hairston,  J.  T.  W.  Mentioned 522 

Hairston,  Peter,  jr.  Mentioned 763, 765 

Hairston,  Samuel  Hardin.  Mentioned 522 

Halcombe,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 778, 985 

Hale,  Rufus  A.  Mentioned 851 

Hale,  S.  F.  Mentioned 758, 774, 775 

Hall,  Chandler.  Mentioned 404,418 

Hall,  C.  K.  Mentioned ' 152 

Hall,  George  B. 

Mentioned 135, 141 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  8,  including  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill.  144 
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Hall,  J.  A.  Mentioned 

Hall,  Michael.  Mentioned 

Hall,  Peter  P.  G.  Mentioned 

Hall,  W.  A.  Mentioned 

Hall,  William  C.  Mentioned 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters.) 

Halsted,  R.  F.  Mentioned 

Ham,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 

Hamilton,  D.  H. 

Mentioned 


Page. 

966 

196 

133 

993 

616 

82 

801 


839, 853, 855-859, 866, 867, 872 

Report  of  operations  June  26- July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 


Hamilton,  James.  Mentioned  ... 
Hamilton,  James  M.  Mentioned. 
Hamilton,  John  A.  Mentioned . . . 
Hamilton,  Paul.  Mentioned 


860 

569 

452 

985 

682,747 

Hammerstein  Herbert  von.  Mentioned 135-137, 227 

Hammond,  George  W.  Mentioned 850 

Hammond,  Harry.  Mentioned 856,868 

Hammond,  James  M.  Mentioned 575 

Hammond,  J.  F.  Mentioned 52 

Hammond,  John  H.  Mentioned 85 

Hammond,  W.  M.  Mentioned 914 

Hampton,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 994 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Mentioned 484, 506, 512, 566, 567, 593, 594, 756, 958-960 

» Report  of  operations  August  5-7,  including  reoccupation  of  Malvern  Hill. . 957 

Hancock,  John.  Mentioned 468 

Hancock,  Winfield  S. 

Mentioned 35, 84, 269, 430, 431, 440, 441, 463, 464, 468, 475, 476, 478, 480, 971 

Report  of  operations  June  27- July  2,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms,  Savage  Station,  and  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge 466 

Hanley,  Patrick  Thomas.  Mentioned 277 

Hannon,  G.  W.  Mentioned 774 

Hanover  Court-House,  Va. 

Operations  about,  May  27-29,  including  engagement  at.  May  27.  (See 
reports  of  William  B.  Weeden,  p.2Sl,  and  William  Hays,  p.  242.) 

Reconnaissance  toward,  May  26.  (See  report  of  William  B.  Weeden,  p.  281.) 

Skirmish  near,  June  26.  (See  Mechanicsville,  Va.  Battle  of.) 

Hard,  Abner.  Mentioned 233 

Hardaway,  R.  A.  Mentioned 626 

Hardee.  T.  J.  Mentioned 713 

Hardeman,  Thomas.  Mentioned 839, 879, 880 

Hardie,  James  A.  Mentioned 114 

Hardin,  Martin  D.  Mentioned 240 

Hardison,  F.  L.  Mentioned 985 

Hardwick,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 682,708,712 

Hargreaves,  Robert.  Mentioned 197 

Harkins,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned 457 

Harkness,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 69, 70 

Harlan,  Josiah.  Mentioned 482,483 

Harley,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 682,720,729 

Harman,  John  A.  Mentioned 559 

Harmeling,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 630 
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Harmond,  John  W.  Mentioned 132 

Harper,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 706,711 

Harper,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 870 

Harrer,  Frederick.  Mentioned 988 

Harrington,  Dwight  W.  Mentioned 989 

Harris,  B.  F.  Mentioned 468 

Harris,  Jabesh.  Mentioned 343 

Harris,  James  A.  Mentioned 888 

Harris,  James  G.  Mentioned 890 

Harris,  M.  B.  Mentioned 987 

Harris,  W.  A.  Mentioned 775, 779 

Harrison, . Mentioned 871 

Harrison,  A.  T.  Mentioned 907 

Harrison,  B.  H.  Mentioned 670 

Harrison,  F.  E.  Mentioned 875 

Harrison,  George  F.  Mentioned 843 

Harrison,  Henry.  Mentioned 160 

Harrison,  James  E.  Mentioned 931 

Harrison,  L.  M.  Mentioned 288 

Harrison,  W.  F.  Mentioned 766 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Va. 

Attack  on  camps  and  shipping  between  Shirley  and,  July  31-Augu8t  1. 

Orders,  etc. 

French,  S.  G 942 

Lee,  Robert  E 937 

Reports  of 

French,  S.  G 940 

Hill,  Daniel  H 939 

Lee,  Robert  E 936-938 

McClellan,  George  B 934,935 

Pendleton,  W.  N 943 

Reconnaissances  from 

July  3,  on  Charles  City  Road.  Report  of  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman 921 

(See  also  Herring  Creeic,  Va.) 

July  4.  JReports  of 

Farnsworth,  John  F 923 

Gamble,  William 923 

Skirmishes  about  and  near 

July  3.  (See  report  of  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  p.  559.) 

July  4.  (See  Herring  Creek,  Va.) 

Withdrawal  of  Union  Army  from,  to  Williamsburg,  August  14-19.  Report 

of  Alfred  Pleasonton 964 

Hart,  James  F.  Mentioned 693-695 

Hart,  Michael.  Mentioned 86 

Hart,  Orson  H.  Mentioned 136 

Hartsfield,  W.  W.  Mentioned 601 

Hartshorn,  W.  R.  Mentioned 419 

Hartzog,  Isham  C.  Mentioned 896 

Harvey,  Frederick.  Mentioned 870 

Harvey,  Martin.  Mentioned 168 

Harvie,  Edwin  J.  Mentioned 498 

Harwood,  Fletcher.  Mentioned - 828 

Harwood,  T.  F.  Mentioned 832 

Haskell,  Lieutenant.  Mentiobed 839 
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Haskell,  A.  C.  Mentioned 858 

Haskell,  John  C.  Mentioned 564,682,693,758 

Haskell,  Langdon  C.  Mentioned 853 

Haslett,  William  J.  Mentioned 991 

Hastings,  George  G. 

Mentioned 68 

Report  of  operations  June  29-Jnly  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Sta- 
tion, White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 279 

Hatch,  Junius  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 343 

Hatch,  William  B.  Mentioned 434, 446 

Hatcher,  Charles.  Mentioned 535 

Hatfield,  David.  Mentioned 434,439,987 

Hatton,  Robert.  Mentioned 506 

Hatton,  W.  H.  D.  Mentioned 419 

Hawk,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 69 

Hawkins,  A.  Melton.  Mentioned 750, 741 

Hawks,  F.  ^T.  Mentioned 884 

Hawks,  W.  J.  Mentioned 559 

Hawthorne,  J.  N.  Mentioned 989 

Hawthorne,  R.  A.  Mentioned 873, 989 

Hayden,  Horace  J.  Mentioned 239, 357 

Hayes,  Joseph.  Mentioned 298,299,330,332 

Hayman,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 185,187 

Hayne,  Corporal.  Mentioned 862 

Haynie,  S.  P.  Mentioned 989 

Hays,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 101, 161, 163, 168, 169, 172-176 

Report  of  battle  of  Glendale,  June  30 177 

Hays,  George  S.  Report  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville, 
Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale 413 

Hays,  William. 

Mentioned 33, 230, 237, 238, 240, 241, 269 

Reports  of  operations  May  6-July  1,  including  Hanover  Court-House,  New 

Bridge,  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 242 

Haywood,  Duncan  C.  Mentioned 888,889,988 

Haywood,  E.  Graham. 

Mentioned 882,  884 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Meadow  Bridge,  Atlee’s  Sta- 
tion, Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 886 

Haywood,  Fabius  J.  Mentioned 643 

Haywood,  F.  M.,  jr.  Mentioned 645 

Haxall,  Mr.  Mentioned 678 

Haxall,  Philip.  Mentioned 880 

Hazard,  Jeffrey.  Mentioned 85 

Hazard,  John  G.  Mentioned 85 

Hazlett,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 288 

Hazzard,  Chill  C.  W.  Mentioned 429 

Hazzard,  George  W.  Mentioned 25,56-59,466,990 

Healy,  Elliott  M.  Mentioned 848 

Healy,  Robert,  jr.  Mentioned 848 

Hearnsberger,  Stephen  Z.  Mentioned 701,702 

Heath,  R.  A.  Mentioned 985 

Heath,  Roscoe  B.  Mentioned 880 

Heath,  William  S.  Mentioned 433, 449, 450, 986 
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Hebard,  Daniel.  Mentioned 88 

Heckscher,  John  G.  Mentioned 287,361,368,369 

Heine,  Wilhelm. 

Mentioned 919 

Report  of  expedition  from  Fort  Monroe,  to  open  communication  with  tlie 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  June  28-July  4 920 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Kearny,  Philip 167-169, 172, 173, 183 

McClellan,  George  B 951 

Mentioned. . . 19, 22, 26, 37, 50, 51, 65, 91, 104-107, 109, 116, 118, 120, 138, 139, 163-165, 
179,  180,  182,  201,  203,  204,  229,  230,  234,  394, 430, 431, 435, 436, 956, 964 

Reports  of 

Charles  City  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on,  from  Harrison’s  Lauding, 

July  3 921 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove, 
Savage  Station,  Brackett’s,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 95, 98, 102 

Heise,  H.  C.  Mentioned 853, 861 

Hemingway,  Leverett  G.  Mentioned 971,972 

Hemion,  Stephen.  Mentioned 353,355 

Henagan,  John  W. 

Mentioned 681,720,727,740 

Report  of  operations  June  25-Jnly  2,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Sta- 
tion, and  Malvern  Hill 743 

Henderson,  R.  M.  Mentioned 404, 405 

Henderson,  Tome.  Mentioned 104,107,109,240 

Hendricks,  Private.  Mentioned 745 

Hendrickson,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 352, 374 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  2,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 373 

Hennegan,  J ames  Hamilton.  Mentioned 873, 989 

Henry,  David  B.  Mentioned 986 

Henry,  E.  G.  Mentioned  754 

Henry,  George  E.  Mentioned 125 

Henry,  J.  L.  Mentioned 795 

Henry,  William,  jr.  Mentioned 440 

Henry,  William  A.  Mentioned 108, 109, 122 

Hepburn,  R.  B.  Mentioned 860 

Hepson,  William.  Mentioned 79 

Herendeen,  George  B.  Mentioned 343 

Herndon,  J.  A.  Mentioned 827 

Herndon,  N.  W.  Mentioned 769 

Herring  Creek,  Va.^  Skirmishes  near,  July  3-4.  Report  of  Nathan  Kimball  . 922 

(See  reports  of  W.  T.  Martin,  p.  531 ; J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  p.  520,  and  also  Reconnais- 
sance on  Charles  City  Road,  Va.,  July  3.) 

Hertz,  Simeon.  Mentioned 391 

Heslep,  George  S.  Mentioned 851 

Hess,  Frank  W.  Mentioned 350,380,955 

Hess,  George  H.  Mentioned 989 

Hessian,  William.  Mentioned 362 

Hewes,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 457 

*Inolutles  skirmishes  near  Harrison’s  Landing  and  ‘Westover,  Va. 
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Hewitt,  A.  B.  Mentioned..., 545 

Hexamer,  William.  Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’ Mill,  June  27 456 

Heywood,  William  A.  Mentioned 132 

Hibbert,  Joseph,  jr.  Mentioned 122, 124 

Hickerson,  Charles  N.  Mentioned 839 

Hickox,  C.  R.  Mentioned 466 

Hicks,  George  A.  Mentioned 93 

Hicks,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 706,711 

Higginbotham,  Benjamin  T.  Mentioned 778 

Higgins,  William  W.  Mentioned 855, 873, 875 

Hight,  Thomas.  Mentioned 48,49 

Hildebrand,  William.  Mentioned 160 

Hill,  Ambrose  P. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 852 

Mentioned 224, 384, 391, 393, 397, 


487,  490-496, 498, 499, 503,  524, 534, 536,  540,  547,  550, 553,  563, 570, 623, 
624,  627,640,647,657,671,675,684,  685,718,  756,  757,759-761,  820,840, 
841,853,854,857,  859-861,865,  874,  882,  883,887,888,  896,  897,  904,  982 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 


Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 834-840 

Hill,  Daniel  H. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  Bryan 685 

Mentioned 224, 484, 485, 490- 


493,  496, 499, 504, 507, 510, 515,  534,  536,  538, 553, 554,  556-559, 561-563, 
565, 570-572, 574, 584,  597, 607,  612,  614, 618, 619, 625, 630, 632,  634,  641- 
643, 648,  650,  652,  654,  655,  720, 739, 756, 826, 895, 936, 937, 942-944,  975 

Reports  of 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.  Attack  on  Union  camps  and  shipping  between 


Shirley  and,  July  31-August  1 939 

James  River,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  south  side  of,  including  skirmish 

at  Sycamore  Church,  August  3 948 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove, 
Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  Mal- 
vern Hill 622, 623 

Hill,  Edward.  Mentioned 326 

Hill,  Edward  B.  (Major  C.  S.  Army.)  Mentioned 839 

Hill,  Edward  B.  (Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army.)  Mentioned 239,254,256,404,990 

Hill,  E.  Y.  Mentioned 774,985 

HUl,  F.  T.  Mentioned 839 

Hill,  James  H.  Mentioned 564 

Hill,  J.D.  Mentioned 599,601 

Hill,  Junius  L.  Mentioned 888,  889 

Hill,  Melmuth  W.  Mentioned 890 

Hm,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 788, 792, 793 

Hillabrandt,  Lawrence  S.  Mentioned 343 

Hillyer,  William  R.  Mentioned 103,157 

Hilton,  Quartermaster-Sergeant.  Mentioned 327 

Himmer,  George.  Mentioned 357 

Hines,  D.  V.  Mentioned 985 

Hinks,  Edward  W.  Mentioned 81,95 

Hinsdale,  JohnW.  Mentioned 901 

Hinzy,  Josiah.  Mentioned 409 

Hippier,  Charles,  jr.  Mentioned 993 
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Hitchcock,  James  B.  Mejitioned 342 

Hoagland,  William  H.  Mentioned 327, 329 

Hobbs,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 774,985 

Hobson,  C.  L.  Mentioned 903 

Hobson,  B.  L.  Mentioned 625,632,635 

Hobson,  George  W.  Mentioned 546 

Hockaday,  J.  H.  Mentioned 832 

Hockaday,  J.  R.  Mentioned 832 

Hodges,  George  T.  Mentioned 374 

Hodges,  James  Gregory. 

Mentioned 673, 819, 824 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 821 

Hodges,  Wesley  C.  Mentioned 703 

Hodgkins,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 442 

Hodnett,  Daniel.  Mentioned 827 

Hoff,  J.  Mentioned 432 

Hogan,  William  H.  Mentioned 72,75 

Hogan’s,  Va.  Skirinisli  at.  May  23.  (See  New  Bridge,  Va.) 

Hoke,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned 836, 884, 892 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 894 

Hoke,  W.  J.  Mentioned 839, 899, 902 

Holcombe,  W.  H.  Mentioned 875 

Holder,  W.D.  Mentioned 672,751,753 

Hollamon,  T.  H.  Mentioned 569,990 

HoUand,  Philip.  Mentioned 403, 416, 417, 989 

Holliday,  F.  W.  M.  Mentioned 572, 585, 586 

Holmann,  Charles.  Mentioned 241 

Holmes,  C.  R.  Mentioned 681, 720,  728, 729, 744 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Pendleton,  W.  N 912 

War  Department,  C.  S 909 

Mentioned 228, 350, 380, 488, 

495,  532,  533,  628,  629,  636, 666,  667, 672,  674, 675,  759, 796, 910-917, 983 

Report  of  operations  June  30-July  2,  including  Malvern  Cliff 906 

Holmes,  T.  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 907 

Holmes,  William  R . 

Mentioned 698 

Report  of  operations,  June  27- July  1,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms  and  Malvern  Hill 699 

Holt,  Frank  B.  Mentioned 439 

Holt,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 138-141 , 143, 146, 952 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 142 

Holt,  W.  C.  Mentioned 720,723,724 

Hood,  John  B. 

Mentioned 483,  490, 

503, 506, 508, 512, 552,  555,  556,  562-567,  592,  593, 627,  642,  837,  898,  973 
Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27  568 
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Hooker,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

McCall,  George  A 113,114 

McClellan,  George  B 114 

Mentioned *20, 22, 26, 


51,  92,  96,  97,  99-105,  117-120,  125,  133, 149, 151,  154-156,  158, 1.59,  173, 
174,179,  187,  188,  192,  201,212,  279,  350,393-395,  397,806,  951-953,9.56 


Reports  of 

Malvern  Hill,  Va.  Operations  August  2-8,  including  reoccupation  of . 951 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  24-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove, 

Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 108,110, 116 

Hooker,  Rufus  M.  Mentioned 232,234,986 

Hooper,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 605,606,614 

Hoover,  George  W.  Mentioned 370, 990 

Hopkins,  Surgeon.  Mentioned  537,544 

Hopkins,  Albert.  Mentioned 168 

Hopkins,  Woolsey  R.  Mentioned 436 

Hopper,  George  C.  Mentioned 308 

Horn,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 427, 428 

Horton,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 896 

Hoteln,  Henry.  Mentioned 828 

Hough,  D.  W.  C.  Mentioned i 1.56 

How,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 81,95,987 

Howard,  H.  Mentioned 839 

Howard,  Henry.  Mentioned 571, 572 

Howard,  H.  M.  Mentioned 993 

Howchins,  T.  Mentioned 832 

Howe,  Albion  P. 

Mentioned 28, 64, 140, 141, 192, 201, 203, 204, 211, 212, 267 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 207 

Howe,  Church.  Mentioned 82, 89 

Howell,  r.D.  Mentioned 376,377 

Howell,  Joshua  B.  Mentioned 219 

Howell,  Thomas.  Mentioned 439 

Howell,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 987 

Howerton,  W.  H.  Mentioned . 827 

Howland,  Joseph.  Mentioned 434,447-452,455 

Hoyle,  E.  W.  Mentioned 707,711 

Hoyt,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 227, 317, 318, 320,  321 , 339 

Hubbard,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 122, 124 

Hubbard,  Perry  L.  Mentioned.... 308 

Hubbs,  William  B.  Mentioned 434,457,989 

Huckstep,  Charles  T.  Mentioned .543-545, 944 

Hudgins,  Carter  B.  Mentioned 927,928 

Hudson,  H.  C.  Mentioned 832 

Hudson,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 88 

Huey,  Pennock.  Mentioned 966 

Huger,  Benjamin. 

Correspondence  with 

Armistead,  L.  A ' 822 

Lee,  Robert  E 686, 807, 816 

Mentioned 175, 487, 488, 490, 494-496, 499, 504, 507, 508, 523, 532-535, 547, 

548, 627-629, 639, 643,  659,  660,  662-664,  668,  670,  678-681,  683, 686-688, 
716, 719, 759,  760, 776, 792-794, 798,  807,  809,  811,  818,  915,  981,  983,  984 
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Huger,  Benjamin — Continued. 

Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Brackett's,  and 

Malvern  Hill 787,791 

Huger,  Benjamin,  jr.  Mentioned 791 

Huger,  Frank. 

Mentioned 792, 805 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 816 

Hulfish,  J.  N.  Mentioned 991 

Hulings,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned 467 

Report  of  action  at  Garnett's  and  Golding's  Farms,  June  27 472 

Hull,  H.  D.  Mentioned 379, 382 

Hull,  James  C.  Mentioned  314 

Humphrey,  William.  Report  of  operations  June  30-July  1,  including  Glen- 
dale and  Malvern  Hill 188 

Humphrey,  William  T.  Mentioned 419 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A.  Mentioned 163 

Humphreys,  D.  E.  Mentioned 682,709 

Humphreys,  E.  C.  Mentioned 985 

Humphries,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 848 

Hundley,  A.  W.  Mentioned 848 

Hundley’s  Corner,  Va.  Skirmishes  at,  June  26-27.  (See  reports  of  Ewell,  p. 

605;  Farnsworth,  p.  233;  Johnson,  B.  T.,  p.  620;  Martindale,  pp.  289,  290; 
Jackson,  pp.  552,553,  and  Whiting,  p.  562.) 

Hunt,  Henry  J. 

Mentioned 23,  33, 76, 105, 229, 230, 241, 

242,  245,  246,  248,251,  257,259,261,  263,267,  269,297,  325,389,462,463 

Report  of  operations  June  26- July  1 236 

Hunt,  Leavitt.  Mentioned 101,104 

Hunt,  T.  G.  Mentioned 720,721 

Hunter,  J.  T.  Mentioned 569 

Hunter,  William  J.  Mentioned 581 

Hunton,  Eppa.  Mentioned 486,765,767-769 

Huot,  Louis  V.  Mentioned 871 

Hurst,  Leander.  Mentioned 990 

Huson,  William.  Mentioned 327,  .329 

Huston,  J.  W.  Mentioned 755 

Hutcheson,  J.  W.  Mentioned 569, 990 

Hutchison,  John  R.  Mentioned 767 

Hutson,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 832 

Hyde,  John  B. 

Mentioned 271,275,314 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gaines'  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 285 

Hyland,  Thomas.  Mentioned 972 

Hyllested,  W.  Mentioned 671,673 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Battalions : McClellan  Dragoons,  37, 47, 49.  Regiments:  8th,  33, 

39,  40, 193, 194, 232-234, 399, 528, 923, 924, 965, 966, 986. 

Infantry — Companies:  Sturges' Rifles, 37.  Regiments:  39th,  218. 

Indiana  Troops,  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  10th  [20th],  792;  13th,  218;  14th,  922;  20th,  27, 

38, 97, 161, 162, 170, 172-177, 179, 188, 870, 871, 986. 

Ingalls,  Rufus.  Mentioned 333,334,482,483 
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Inge,  W.  M.  Mentioned 666,67^,751,753,754 

Ingraham,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 851 

Inman,  Henry.  Mentioned 352 

Iredell,  Cadwalader  J.  Mentioned 960 

Irvin,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 414 

Irving,  C.  R.  Mentioned 514 

Irwin,  Richard  B.  Mentioned 61 

Irwin,  William  H.  Mentioned 467,473 

Irwin,  William  M.  Mentioned 475 

Iverson,  Alfred.  Mentioned 554, 625, 644 

Ivey,  M.  Mentioned 985 

Izard,  Walter.  Mentioned 854 

Jackson,  C.  Feger. 

Mentioned 32,400,405 

Report  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

and  Glendale 422 

Jackson,  C.  N.  Mentioned 405 

Jackson,  J.  C.  Mentioned 432 

Jackson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 993 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J.  Mentioned 434,449,450 

Jackson,  Oswald.  Mentioned 194, 206 

Jackson,  R.  A.  Mentioned 906 

Jackson,  T.  G.  Mentioned 682,708 

Jackson,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 552 

Mentioned 19, 20, 215, 219, 222, 224, 301, 332, 386, 397, 411, 483, 484, 490- 


499,505,506,510,  512-515,  517-520,524,  525,  527,528,552,553,  555,557- 
559,562,566,568,  571-573,  595,  598,  605,607,  611,612,617-619,  621-624, 
626-628,631,632,  638-642,655,  662-665,667,668,  674,  675,  680,681,685- 
687,691,705,715,716,  719,726,  728,742,  748,  756-758,760,  761,771,790, 
810,  835,  837,  853,  857,  861,  863,881,882,886,888,921,922,936,  973,974 
Report  of  operations  June  17-July  3,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  White  Oak 


Swamp  Bridge,  and  Malvern  Hill 552 

Jackson,  William  T.  Mentioned 559 

James  River,  Va. 

Operations  against  Union  shipping  on,  July  5-7. 

Communications  from  J.  B.  Walton 925 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Stephen  D 924 

Squires,  C.W 925 

(See  also  report  of  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  p.  521.) 

Reconnaissance  on  south  side  of,  August  3.*  Reports  of 

Averell,  William  W 946 

Hill,  Daniel  H 948 

James  River  Road,  Va.  Skirmish  on  the,  June  29. 

Communications  from  Robert  M.  West 205,207 

(See  also  reports  of  Averell,  p.  234 ; Baker,  p.  525 ; Couch,  p.  201 ; Dougherty, 
p.  207  ; Goode,  pp.  526, 527  ; Keyes,  pp.  192,  193  ; Munk,  p.  205 ; Peck,  p. 

217;  IFest,  p.l96.) 

James,  Robert.  Mentioned 107 

James,  Waddy  T.  Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 833 

Jameson,  Albert  H.  Mentioned 420 

Jansen,  Aug.  Mentioned 774,985 


* Includes  skirmish  at  Sycamore  Church,  Va. 
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Jansen,  Frederick.  Meiitioued oOJ 

Jaquett,  George  P.  Mentioned 240 

Jastraoi,  Pardon  S. 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Proceedings,  etc.,  in  case  of 169 

Mentioned 166, 167, 169, 170 

Report  of  battle  of  Glendale,  June  30 168 

Jeffress,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 767 

Jenkins,  M.  Mentioned 486,527,758,759,761,764 

Jenkins,  W.  L.  Mentioned 986 

Jennings,  N.  W.  Mentioned 544 

Jett,  J.  Bailey.  Mentioned 848 

Jewett,  John  T.  A.  Mentioned 414 

Jewett,  Wallace.  Mentioned 326 

John  Brooks,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 299 

Johns,  Peter  A.  Mentioned 397 

Johnson,  Allen.  Mentioned 850 

Johnson,  Bradley  T. 

Mentioned 484, 552,  570-572, 007,  609,  610,  975 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  4,  including  Hundley’s  Corner,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Malvern  Hill,  and  Westover 620 

Johnson,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 61, 67, 69, 70 

Johnson,  Enoch  E.  Mentioned 477 

Johnson,  James.  Mentioned 93 

Johnson,  James  L.  Mentioned 107 

Johnson,  James  T.  Mentioned 502 

Johnson,  J.  C.  Mentioned 905 

Johnson,  J.  L.  Mentioned *851 

Johnson,  Marmaduke. 

Mentioned 836, 858, 903 

Report  of  operations  June  26-27,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’  Mill.  885 

Johnson,  R.  E.  Mentioned 405,413 

Johnson,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 836,839,897,986 

Johnson,  W.  G.  (Lieutenant  18th  Mississippi.)  Mentioned 754 

Johnson,  W.  G.  (Lieutenant  22d  Georgia.)  Mentioned 986 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned 343 

Johnson,  William  T.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 987 

Johnson,  William  T.  (Private.)  Mentioned 848 

Johnson,  W.  T.  Mentioned 832 

Johnston,  H.  C.  Mentioned 682,  720, 738 

Johnston,  J.  A.  Mentioned 791 

Johnston,  James  W.  Mentioned 850 
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Jones,  J.  H.  Mentioned 594 

Jones,  J.  M.  Mentioned 568,607 
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Jones,  William  G.  Mentioned 82,90,91,93 

Jones,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Luse 714 
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Kaiser,  August.  Mentioned 362, 363 
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Kip,  L.  Mentioned 52, 75 

Kirby,  Edmund. 
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Reports  of 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.  Attack  on  Union  camps  and  shipping  be- 
tween Shirley  and,  July  31-August  1 936-938 

Malvern  Hill,  Va.  Operations  August  5-7,  including  reoccupation  of..  956 

Seven-Days’ Battles.  Operations  June  25-July  8 489 

Statement  of  John  B.  Magruder,  in  reply  to  remarks  of 680 

Lee.  Samuel  P.  Mentioned 182 
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226, 228,  230,  235-237,  248,  249,  252, 254, 261-263, 265, 272,  279, 289-291, 
301, 303,  316,  356,  358,  368,  369,  375,  381, 392,  395, 397, 402, 404, 406, 408, 
410,412,  413,  417,  418,  420,  424,  425,  427,430,4.35,680,838,843,846,985 
Reports  of  ojierations  June  19-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

and  Glendale 384,  393 

McCandless,  William.  Mentioned 387, 400 

McCarley,  James  M.  Mentioned 869 

McCauley,  George  W.  Mentioned 894 

McCauley,  S.  D.  Mentioned 986 

Me Clanathan,  Sidney.  Mentioned : 343 

McCleary,  John.  Mentioned 374 

McClellan,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 951 

Heiutzelman,  Samuel  P 951 

Hooker,  Joseph 114 

Porter,  Fitz  John 231, 232, 241, 334,  392 

Mentioned 43, 47, 48, 54, 192, 193, 197, 201-204, 

274, 3.32, 333, 335,  386, 434,  444, 489, 490,  493, 494,  497, 517,  520,  531,  553, 
556,  617,  618,  623, 627,  662, 668,  798, 806, 811, 875, 919,  924,  9.36-940,  956 


Reports  of 

Harrison’s  Landing.  Attack  on  Union  camps  and  shipping  between 


Shirley  and,  July  31-August  1 - 934,935 

Malvern  Hill.  Operations  August  2-8,  including  reoccupation  of 951 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  25-July  1 19 

McClellan,  S.  A.  Mentioned 53 

Me Clenahen,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 475 

McCleskey,  George  W.  Mentioned 986 

McClintic,  Moses.  Mentioned 850 

MacConnell,  Charles  C.  Mentioned ‘ 353,3.55 

McConnell,  J.  Mentioned 379,382 
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McConnell,  Thomas.  Meutioued 424 

McGowan,  B.  B.  Mentioned 723 

McCoy,  James.  Mentioned 897 

McCrady,  Edward,  jr.  Mentioned 858, 859 

McCrady,  Thomas.  Mentioned 859 

McCulloch,  L.  A.  Mentioned. 569,985 

McCulloch,  R.  Mentioned 769 

McCully,  James.  Mentioned 994 

McDaniel,  Noah.  Mentioned 645 

McDaniels,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 418 

McDonald,  Andrew.  Mentioned 851 

McDonald,  C.  W.  Mentioned 985 

McDonald,  William  A.  Mentioned 602 

McDowell,  Irvin.  Mentioned 490 

McDowell,  John  A.  Mentioned 648, 651 

McDowell,  William.  Mentioned 383 

Mace,  William  G.  Mentioned 875 

McElhone,  James  F.  Mentioned 370 

McElrath,  Thompson  P.  Mentioned 353, 355 

McElroy,  John  S.  Mentioned 839, 899, 901, 902 

McElroy,  Kennon. 

Mentioned 673,751 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 752 

McEntee,  C.  S.  Mentioned 468,470 

McFadden,  John.  Mentioned 452,988 

McFall,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 873, 989 

McFarland,  John.  Mentioned 591 

McPeeters,  William.  Mentioned 159 

McGary,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 848 

McGee,  A.  H.  Mentioned 873 

McGeehan,  George.  Mentioned 383 

McGeorge,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 848 

McGonigle,  Charles.  Mentioned 93,  989 

McGowan,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 838,839,852,856,865 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Glendale..  868 

McGrath,  John.  Mentioned 774 

McGraw,  Byron.  Mentioned 987 

McGraw,  W.  H.  Mentioned - 993 

McGregor,  W.  M.  Mentioned 926 

McGuire,  Hunter.  Mentioned 501,559 

McGuire,  Woods.  Mentioned 360,362,364,990 

McGunnegle,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 481 

McHugh,  H.  Mentioned 774 

Mclntire,  H.  M.  INlentioned 390,405 

Mclntire,  J.  D.  Mentioned 767 

McIntosh,  A.  Mentioned 985 

McIntosh,  D.  G. 

Mentioned 835, 839, 858, 881, 885 


Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’ 


Mill 860 

McIntosh,  John.  Mentioned 370 

McIntosh,  John  B.  Mentioned 947,948,955 

McIntosh,  T.  S.  Mentioned 717,719 
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McIntosh,  William  M.  Mentioned. 
Mack,  John  W.  Mentioned 


Page. 

, 696, 701, 985 

604 

827 

875 

482 

441 

372 


Maokasey,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 

MoKay,  Gilbert  W.  Mentioned 

McKean,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 

McKee,  George.  Mentioned 

McKee,  S.  A.  Mentioned 

McKeen,  H.  Boyd. 

Mentioned 68 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 69 

MoKeever,  Chauncey.  Mentioned 101, 104 

MoKelvy,  Samuel.  Mentioned 103 

MoKendree,  George.  Mentioned 574 

MoKenna,  John.  Mentioned 383 

McKenney,  William  C.  Mentioned 581 

McKernan,  James  C.  Mentioned 69,70 

MoKewn,  Hugh.  Mentioned 993 

McKibbin,  David  B.  Mentioned 352, 361, 370 

MoKiernan,  James.  Mentioned 156 

MoKim,  W.  D.  Mentioned 616 

MoKinley,  J.  B.  Mentioned 470,471 

MoKinney,  Franklin  S.  Mentioned 994 

McKinstry,  James  P.  Mentioned 920 

McKnight,  Amor  A.  Mentioned 174 

MoLane,  John  W.  Mentioned 227, 277, 317, 318,  339, 345, 346, 989 

MoLaughlin,  John  D.  Mentioned 985 

McLaughlin,  M.  V.  Mentioned 839 

McLaurin,  William  H.  Mentioned 892 

McLaws,  A.  H.  Mentioned 681, 717 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Mentioned 485, 505, 507, 509, 544, 627, 629, 661- 

663,  665,  667,  671,  678,  680,  685,  720, 726, 727, 738, 750, 788, 789, 956, 978 

Reports  of 

Malvern  Hill,  Va.  Operations  August  6-8,  including  reoccupation  of. . 963 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Peach  Or- 

. chard.  Savage  Station,  and  Malvern  Hill 715 

McLemore,  O.  K.  Mentioned 564 

McLeod,  D.  McD.  Mentioned 682,720,744 

McLindon,  J.  T.  Mentioned 860 

MoLoughlin,  George  H.  Mentioned 372, 373 

McMahon,  Martin  T.  Mentioned 432 

MoMath,  James  H.  Mentioned 778,985 

McMeekin,  Hayne.  Mentioned 865 

McMicken,  D.  Hays.  Mentioned 989 

MoMillan,  Charles.  Mentioned 240 

MoMurtrie,  Theodore.  Mentioned 405, 418, 427 

MoNulty,  William.  Mentioned 266 

Maoon,  Miles  C.  Mentioned 944 

MoQuade,  James.  Mentioned 275, 277, 313, 317, 415 

226 

49 

745 


McQuade,  J.  F.  Mentioned 

McQuesten,  James  F.  Mentioned 


McRae,  Private.  Mentioned 

McRae,  D.  K.  Mentioned 621,641,644 
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MacRae,  R.  B.  Mentioned 887,889 

McRoberts,  Alexander.  Mentioned _ 341 

McSweeney,  Edward.  Mentioned 986 

Maddox,  C.  K.  Mentioned 711 

Maddox,  John.  Mentioned 721 

Maddox,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 547 

Madigan,  William.  Mentioned 986 

Magill,  W.  J. 

Mentioned 707,708 

Report  of  operations  June  29- July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard  and  Mal- 
vern Hill 709 

Magilton,  Albert  L. 

Mentioned 32, 257, 404 

Report  of  operations  June  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 

and  Glendale 421 

Magruder,  A.  B.  Mentioned 673 

Magruder,  E.  J.  Mentioned 706,711 

Magruder,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Cobh,  Thomas  R.  R 678 

Davis,  Jeiferson 687 

Dickinson,  A.  G 677 

Eldridge,  E.  J 682 

Hill,  Daniel  H 685 

Jones,  David  R 675 

Lee,  Robert  E 660, 675, 677, 678, 684-687 

Longstreet,  James 675 

Mahone,  William 684 

Ransom,  R.,  jr 678 

Wright,  A.  R 683,686 

Mentioned 229,397,485,486,490,494-496,499, 

509, 533, 535, 539,  544,  546, 547,  566, 618,  628, 643, 676, 677, 679,  680, 682, 
684-686, 689-692,  695, 706, 707,  712,  714-719,  723,  726,  740,  748,  749, 759, 
760,788-790,794,798,800,  809,  811,  814,  815,  819,823,  839,957,977,979 

Orders  of.  Malvern  Hill 687 

Remarks  of  Robert  E.  Lee  on  report  of 679 

Rei)orts  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 
Farms,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Station,  Glendale, and  Malvern  Hill. . 659, 660, 674 

Statement  of,  in  reply  to  remarks  of  Robert  E.  Lee 680 

Magruder,  Z.  S. 

Mentioned 958 

Report  of  skirmish  at  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  August  5 960 

Maguire,  John.  Mentioned 159 

Mahone,  William. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 684 

Mentioned 487,504,509,613,659,660,669-672, 

674,678,683,  686,  687,  788-790,801,  802,  807,814,815,  818,819,826,981 

Reports  of  operations  June  l-Jiily  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Jordon’s  Ford, 

Brackett’s  and  Malvern  Hill 796,  798,  799 

Maine  Troop.s.  Mentioned. 

Tnfantry--/?e^/me/7fs.*  2d,  30,  39,  276,  282,  289,  291,  293-297,  301,  307;  3d, 

27,  37,  53,  125,  179-182,  187,  190;  4th,  27,  37,  103,  150,  154,  165,  179-182, 

185;  5th,  34,  39,  349,  448-452,  454,  986;  6th,  35,  469-471,  480;  7th,  36, 

481 ; 11th,  29. 
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Maitland,  W.  Mentioned 457 

Majory,  Garret  G.  Mentioned 336 

Maley,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned 46,47 

Mallery,  Garrick,  jr.  Mentioned 93 

Mallinger,  Peter.  Mentioned 358 

Mallory,  C.  O.  C.  Mentioned 848 

Mallory,  Francis. 

Mentioned 839,842 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Glendale 846 

Malone,  John.  Mentioned 468 

Malone,  Robert.  Mentioned 459 

Maloy,  Martin.  Mentioned 355 

Malpus,  A.  Mentioned 168 

Malvern  Clifif,  Va.  Engagement  at,  June  30.*  Communications  from 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 909 

Pendleton,  W.  N 912 

(See  also  Seven-Days’  Battles.  Reports  of 

Arndt.  Edwards,  J.  Hartindale.  Schoeffel. 

Branch,  J.R.  Eloyd- Jones.  Morell.  Smead. 

Buchanan.  Gleason.  Osborn.  Sykes. 

Butterfield.  Graham,  J.  Peck.  Walker,  T.W. 

Campbell,  H.  S.  GriflBn.  C.  Porter.  Warren,  G.  K. 

Carlisle.  Hays,  W.  Richardson,  R.  M.  Weed. 

Collins,  Holmes,  T.  H.  Roberts,  C.  W.  Wilkins. 

Couch.  Keyes.  Roberts,  H.  S.  Wise. ) 

Daniel.  Lee,  R.  E.  Robertson. 

Deshler.  McClellan.  Rosser. 

Dui-yea.  Manning.  Ruehle. 

Malvern  Hill,  Va. 

Battle  of,  July  1. 1 

Communications  from 

Armistead,  Lewis  A 822 

Eldridge,  E.  J 682 

Hill,  Ambrose  P 852 

Huger,  Benjamin 816 

Kearny,  Philip 168 

Luse,  W.  H 714 

Porter,  Fitz  John 231 

Richardson,  Robert  M 329 

Orders  of  John  B.  Magruder 687 

Roll  of  Honor.  Confederate 994 

Statements  of.  (Affidavits.) 

Binford,  J.  W 677 

Gatewood,  L.  T 676 

Sweeney,  R.  S 684 

Sweeney,  S.  B 675 

Watkins,  Charles 676 

(See  also  Seven-Days’  Battles.  Reports  of 

Abercrombie.  Bartlett,  H.  C.  Brooks,  W.  C.  E.  Carr. 

Aiken.  Battey.  Brown,  H.  W.  Cobb,  H. 

Alley.  Baylor.  Brown,  J.  T.  Collins. 

Ames.  Benning.  Buchanan.  Couch. 

Anderson,  G.  T.  Benson.  Bums.  Cowan. 

Armistead.  Berdan.  Butterfield.  Camming. 

Arndt.  Berry,  H.  G.  Cabell.  Cunningham. 

Baily.  Bimey.  CaldwelL  Dana. 

Barbour.  Blunt.  Campbell,  H.  S.  Dawson. 

Barksdale.  Botts.  Carlisle.  De  Rosset. 

Barlow.  Bramhall.  Carmical.  Douglass. 

Bames,  D.  Branch,  L.  O’B.  Carpenter.  Duryea. 


Called  also  Turkey  Bridge. 


t Called  also  Crew’s  Earm  and  Poindexter’s  Earm. 
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Malvern  Hill,  Va. — Continued. 

Battle  of,  July  1. 

See  also  Seven-Days’  Battles.  Reports  of 


Early, 

Hooker. 

Martindale. 

Seeley. 

Edmonds. 

Howe. 

Meagher. 

Semmes. 

Edwards,  J. 

Huger,  B, 

Millican. 

Seymour. 

Edwards,  0.  E. 

Humphrey. 

Morell. 

Sickles, 

fistes. 

Hyde. 

Moseley, 

Slocum. 

Ewell. 

Jackson,  T.  J, 

Mott. 

Smith,  G.  C. 

Eiser. 

James. 

Nance. 

Snow. 

Floyd- Jones. 

Johnson,  B.  T. 

Neff. 

Stafford. 

Frank, 

J ones,  D.  R. 

O’Connell. 

Stone,  R. 

Franklin. 

Jones,  W.  M. 

Olmstead. 

Striker. 

French. 

Kearny. 

Osborn, 

Sturtevant. 

Gaillard. 

Kellogg. 

Palmer. 

Sully. 

Garland. 

Kemper,  Del. 
Kershaw. 

Pendleton. 

Sumner. 

Garnett. 

Pettit. 

Sykes. 

Gilliam. 

KimhaU. 

Pinckney. 

Taylor,  N. 
Tidball. 

Gleason. 

King. 

Poague. 

Gordon. 

Kingsbury. 

Porter, 

Tomlin. 

Graham,  C.  K. 

Kirby. 

Randolph,  G.  E. 

Tompkins,  C.  H. 

Griffin,  C. 

Lane,  H. 

Ransom. 

Tompkins,  J,  A. 

Griffin,  E.  S. 

Lane,  J.  H. 

Rice. 

Toombs. 

Grimes. 

Lawton. 

Richardson,  I.  B. 

Trimble. 

Grover. 

Lee,  R.  E. 

Richardson,  R.  M. 

Vermillion. 

Hall. 

Lee,  S.  D. 

Ripley. 

Roberts,  C.  W. 

Walker,  T.  W. 

Hamilton. 

Leigh. 

Warren,  E.  T.  H. 

Hastings. 

Livingston. 

Roberts,  H.  S. 

Warren,  G.  K. 

Hays,  W. 

Longstreet. 

Robertson. 

Weed. 

Haywood. 

Luffman. 

Robinson. 

Weeden. 

Heintzelman. 

Luse. 

Ronald. 

Whiting. 

Henagan. 

McClellan. 

Rosser. 

Wilkins. 

Hendrickson. 

McElroy. 

Rowley. 

Winder. 

Hill,  A.  P. 

McKeen. 

Ruehle. 

Wise. 

Hill,  D.  H. 

McLaws. 

Sampson. 

Wolcott. 

Hodges. 

Magill. 

Sands, 

Wooding. 

Hoke. 

Magruder. 

Mahone. 

Martin,  A.  P. 

Schack. 

Wright.) 

Holmes,  W.  R. 
Holt. 

Schoeffel. 

Sedgwick. 

Reconnaissance  to  and  reoccupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  August  2-8. 


Communications  from  George  B.  McClellan 951 

Reports  of 

Francine,  Louis  R 953 

Hampton,  Wade 957 

Hooker,  Joseph 951 

Lee,  Robert  E 956 

McClellan,  George  B 951 

McLaws,  Lafayette 963 

Taylor,  Nelson 952 


(See  also  Malvern  Hill.  Skirmishes  at,  Augmt  5-6;  and  White  Oak  Swamp 
Bridge.  Reconnaissance  to  and  skirmish  at,  August  4.) 

Skirmishes  at  and  near 


.July  2.  (See  Seven-Days’  Battles.  Report  of  W.  T.  Martin,  pp.  530,  531.) 


August  5-6.  Reports  of 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 959 

Evans,  N.  G 962 

Wallace,  W.H 962 

Young,  P.M.B 958 

Manahan,  W.  E.  Mentioned 994 

Mandeville,  William  F.  Mentioned 383 

Manly,  B.  C.  Mentioned 721 

Mann,  John  R.  Mentioned 847 

Manning,  P.  T.  Mentioned 758,760 

Manning,  Van  H. 

Mentioned 488, 940, 942, 943 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Malvern  Cliff 914 

Mannle,  Robert.  Mentioned 321 


1050 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Marblehead,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 331,  333-337 

Marcy,  Randolph  B.  Mentioned 49, 89, 96, 135, 234, 269, 274, 954 

Marks,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 986 

Marks,  John.  Mentioned 232 

Mars,  A.  C.  Mentioned 994 

Marsh,  Elias  J.  Mentioned 394 

Marsh,  N.  F. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 397 

Mentioned 405 

Marsh,  Samuel.  Mentioned 434,  449, 450, 452, 988 

Marshall,  Charles.  Mentioned 498 

(For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Eobert  E.  Lee.) 

Marshall,  Elisha  G.  Mentioned 232, 289, 294, 309 

Marshall,  James.  Mentioned 442 

Marshall,  J.  Foster. 

Mentioned 854, 855, 861, 867, 872 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Meehan icsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Glendale 871 

Marshall,  J ohn.  Mentioned 564, 568, 569, 990 

Marshall,  William  J.  Mentioned 876 

Marston,  Gilman. 

Mentioned 122, 124 

Reports  of  operations  June  25-30,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Glendale.. . 129, 131 
Martin,  Augustus  P.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechan- 

icsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill 283 

Martin,  Edward  B.  Mentioned 234 

Martin,  Frederick.  Mentioned 991 

Martin,  James  P.  Mentioned. 42 

Martin,  Joel  O.  Mentioned 336 

Martin,  John  M.  Mentioned 989 

Martin,  L.  Mentioned 466 

Martin,  Lewis  J.  Mentioned 448, 449 

Martin,  Malachi.  Mentioned 72 

Martin,  Melvin  A.  Mentioned 909,915 

Martin,  R.  W. 

Mentioned 829, 831, 832 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Fair  Oaks,  June  27 831 

Martin,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned 409 

Martin,  Stephen.  Mentioned 326 

Martin,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 833, 991 

Martin,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 383 

Martin,  William.  Mentioned 588 

Martin,  Will.  T. 

Mentioned 515,  519, 520, 522, 523 

Reports  of 

Jones’  Bridge,  Va.  Reconnaissance  toward,  August  17 967 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  25-July  6,  including  Gaines’  Mill, 

White  House,  Jones’  Bridge,  and  Herring  Creek 528 

Martindale,  Edward.  Mentioned 481 

Martind ale,  John  H. 

Mention ed 20, 30, 222, 226, 233, 271-273, 275-278, 282, 284, 286, 289, 296, 

297,  300,  301,  303,  306,  307,  310,  316,317,319,324,326-328,342,346,  399 


Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 
Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 


288 
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Marvin,  A.  S.,  jr.  Mentioned 381 

Marye,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 898 

Marye,  Morton.  Mentioned 760 

Marye,  R.  H.  Mentioned 765 


Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery— ^affer/es : Andrews’,  488,  504,  507,  512,  541,  834,  836,  879,  899, 
900,  902,  983;  Baltimore  (Broclcenhrough’s),  484,552,553,  556,  560,609, 
610-622,  975. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs;  1st,  484,  507,  552,  553,  555,  570,  .572,  605,609,  610,  613, 
620,  621,  975. 

Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery — Batteries:  A (Independent),  33,238,  265,266,325;  "B  (Independent), 


34,  209,  238,  253,  267,  268. 

Mason,  A.  G.  Mentioned 405 

Mason,  A.  P.  Mentioned 498 

Mason,  C.F.  Mentioned 84,85 

Mason,  John  B.  Mentioned 343 

Mason,  Norman.  Mentioned 848 

Mason,  William  H.  Mentioned 846 

Mason,  William  P.  Mentioned 226 

Mason,  W.  R.,  jr.  Mentioned 843 


Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— fiafter/es ; 1st  (^),  35,  39,  166,  433,  435,  447;  3d  (C),  30,  38,  39, 
271,  273,  283-285,  300,  301,  307,  350,  375,  380,  986 ; 5th  (E),  31,  39,  203, 
204,  271,  273,  275,  283,  285,  286,  314,  316,  323. 

Infantry — Companies:  (Sharpshooters),  lst,25;  2d,  30,  304,  306.  Regiments: 
1st,  26,  37,  101,  109,  111,  117,  120-126,  130,  132,  138,  986;  7th,  28,  37,133, 
202,  203,  205,  213,  216,  219,  986  ; 9th,  30,  38,  39,  42,  272-274,  276,  278,  313, 
314,  3,57,  401,  422,  854,  861,  986  ; 10th,  28,  37,  136,  150,  159,  203,  213,  214, 
987;  11th,  26,  37,  117,  120-124,  126,  127,  132,  138;  15th,  25,  87-92; 
16th,  26,  37,  101,  111,  117,  120,  121-124,  127-129,  132,  138,  180,  190,  987 ; 
18th,  30,  223,  271,  277,  289,  295,  298-300,  .330-333,  482 ; 19th,  25,  37,  81, 
82,  84,  92,  94,  156,  987 ; 20th,  25,  89,  91,  94,  987  ; 22d,  30,  38,  39,  272,276, 
289,  291,  294,  296,  300-306,  308,  309,  311,  325,  987  ; 29th,  24,  39,  71-73,987. 


Massie,  John  L. 

Mentioned 535,543,544 

Eeport  of  operations  June  26- July  4,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 
Farms 544 

Masters,  L. 

Mentioned 534, 538, 540, 541 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville 905 

Mathes,  William.  Mentioned 245 

Matheson,  Roderick. 

Mentioned 431, 432, 456-4,59 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 460 

Mathews,  J.  D.  Mentioned 596 

Mathews,  Solomon  S.  Mentioned 191 

Mathewson,  David  IT.  Mentioned - 427 

Matthews  County,  Va.  Reconnaissance  through,  July  7-9.  Report  of  Jacob 

P.  Wilson 927 

Maurin,  Victor.  Mentioned 762, 781, 816, 900 

May,  Oliver  T.  Mentioned 329 

Mayes,  D.  W.  Mentioned 418 

Mayes,  James  E.  Mentioned 985 

Mayhew,  James.  Mentioned 132 
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Maynard,  C.  M.  Mentioned 774,985 

Mayo,  Robert  M.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Meclian- 

icsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale 844 

Mayo,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 987 

Mays,  Color  Sergeant.  Mentioned 766 

Mayze,  S.  H.  Mentioned 544 

Meacham,  George  A.  Mentioned 121,  124, 127, 129 

Meade,  George  G. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 394 

Mentioned 32, 113, 115, 171, 222, 226, 228, 

255,256,  263,  274,  384-389,392-395,  398,  400,402,404,  405,412,  420,  421 

Meade,  R.  K.  Mentioned 494, 519, 760, 780, 907, 910 

Meadow  Bridge,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  June  26.^  (See  Mechanicsville,  Fa.  Battle  of.) 
Meagher,  Thomas  Francis. 

Mentioned 21,  23,  24,43,51, 

52,  54-56,  59, 66, 75, 76, 204,  226, 230,  276,  320,  350,  379, 388, 462, 805, 965 
Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Savage  Sta- 
tion, Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill 70, 72 

Meares,  Gaston.  Mentioned 628,629,648,649-651,657-659 


Mechanic.sville,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  26. Communications  from  F.  J.  Porter.  392 
(See  also  Seven-Days’  battles.  Rei)orts  of 


Amsden. 

Garland. 

McCall. 

Ripley. 
Roberts,  H.  S. 

Anderson,  J.  B. 

Gleason. 

McClellan. 

Archer,  J.  J. 

Gregg. 

Griffin,  C. 

McIntosh. 

Sampson. 

Barbour. 

Magilton. 

Schoeffel. 

Bai  nes,  D. 

Hamilton. 

Mallory. 

Seymour. 

Branch,  L.  O’B. 

Hays,  G.  S. 

Marshall. 

Sickel, 

Brockeubrougli. 

Haywood. 

Martin,  A.  P. 

Simpson,  J.  G. 

But  terfield. 

Hill,  A.  P. 

Martindale. 

Smead. 

Childs. 

Hill,  D.  H. 

Masters. 

Smith,  T. 

Cooper. 

Hoke. 

Mayo. 

Starke. 

Cowan. 

Jackson,  C.  F. 

Milledge. 

Stone,  R. 

De  Rosset. 

Johnson,  M. 

Morell. 

Taggart. 

Edwards,  J. 

Jones,  H.  P. 

Pender. 

Tilton. 

Edwards,  0.  E. 

Kirk. 

Pendleton. 

Weeden.) 

Estes. 

Farnsworth. 

Field. 

Lane,  J.  H. 

Lee,  R.  E. 
Longstreet. 

Porter. 

Rhett. 

Richardson,  C. 

Meconkey,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 387 

Medals  and  Badges. 


Act  of  Confederate  Congress,  granting 992 

Roll  of  Honor,  in  lieu  thereof,  ordered 992 

Medill,  William  H.  Mentioned 233 

Meek,  Charles.  Mentioned 368 

Meeks,  E.  R.  Mentioned 990 

Meginnis,  John  C.  Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 458 

Melton,  Henry.  Mentioned 768 

Merchant,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned 530,531 

Merriam,  Waldo.  Mentioned 128,129 


Merrimac  No.  2,  C.  S.  S.  (See  Richmond,  C.  S.  S.) 935 

Merritt,  L.  J.  Mentioned 988 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General’s  OfiSce,  U.  S.  A 43 

Mentioned 42 

Merron,  James  M.  Mentioned 131 

Mervine,  C.  B.  Mentioned 315 

Merwin,  Daniel  O.  Mentioned 694, 747 

Metcalfe,  Volney.  Mentioned 530,531 

Meves,  Charles.  Mentioned 987 


Called  also  Beaver  Dam  Creek  or  Ellison’s  Mill. 
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Michie,  T.  J.  Meutioued 777, 778 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Companies:  (Sharpshooters),  Brady's,  30,  39,  40,  325;  Regiments: 

1st,  30,  39,  40,  272,  276,  289,290,  293,  294,  297,  300-302,  306-308,  311,  316, 

326,  327,  947,  987 ; 2d,  27,  38,  184-189;  3d,  27,  38,  163,  182,  184-187,  189, 

190;  4th,  30,  39,  40,  272,  274,  276,279,312-314,  320,  328,  386,  401,  420,  442, 

987  ; 5th,  27, 38,  101, 164, 184, 186,  187, 190, 191, 987 ; 7th,  25, 92, 94  ; 16th, 


30,  40, 276,  316,  317, 320-326,  339,  340,  342, 987. 

Micon,  E.  R.  Mentioned 848 

Middleton,  J.  W.  D.  Mentioned 352 

Miles,  John  B. 

Mentioned 468,  473 

Report  of  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  June  28 474 

Miles,  Nelson  A.  Mentioned 62, 67, 68, 164 

Milford,  C.  S.  Mentioned 876 

Milhau,  John  J.  Mentioned 103 

Milledge,  John,  jr. 

Mentioned 534, 538, 539, 905, 941, 944, 946 

Report  of  operations  June  26- July  2,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’ 

Mill 541 

Miller,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned 986 

Miller,  D.  M.  Mentioned 988 

Miller,  George  McD.  Mentioned 875 

Miller,  J.  M.  Mentioned 870 

Miller,  John  H.  Mentioned 646 

Miller,  John  L.  Mentioned 865 

Miller,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 889,988 

Miller,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned 827 

Miller,  Marcus  P.  Mentioned 240 

Miller,  Ozro.  Mentioned 213, 214, 987 

Miller,  Samuel.  Mentioned 989 

Miller,  Stephen.  Mentioned  88, 91 

Miller,  Theodore. 

Mentioned 199, 219 

Report  of  operations  June  25-29,  including  defense  of  Bottom’s  Bridge 198 

Miller,  William  E.  Mentioned 947, 948 

Millican,  William  T.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gar- 
nett’s and  Golding’s  Farms  and  Malvern  Hill 701 

Millner,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 304 

Milner,  J.  B.  Mentioned 993 

Mindil,  G.  W.  Mentioned 182 

Mink,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 219 

Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

laiawtiy— Companies : (Sharpshooters)  Russell’s,  25.  Regiments:  1st,  25, 

87, 90, 92, 94. 

Minor,  G.  C.  Mentioned 848 

Minor,  H.  A.  Mentioned 775, 779 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Cavalry— Jeff  Davis  Legion,  489, 499, 513, 514, 516, 519, 528-531, 967, 984. 
Infantry — Battalions:  2d  (Taylor),  486,503,508,783,981,987.  Regiments : 
2d,  483,503,563-505,567,  973,  987,  994  ; 11th,  483,503,  508,  563-565,  567, 
973, 987 ; 12th,  480, 503, 50H,  783, 981, 987 ; 13th,  486, 505,  717, 751, 752, 979 ; 
16th,  484,507,600,608,614,616,617,975,987;  17th,  486.505,665,750,751, 
753,979;  18th,  486,505,714,727,750,751,754,755,979;  19th,  486,503,508, 
783,  981, 987 ; 21st,  486,  505, 665, 750, 751, 7.55, 979. 
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Mitchell,  A.  Barclay.  Mentioned 459 

Mitchell,  Burrell.  Mentioned 848 

Mitchell,  James.  Mentioned 766 

Mitchell,  Julian.  Mentioned 651 

Mitchell,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned 571,590 

Mitchell,  William  G.  Mentioned 468,470 

Moffett,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned 132 

Moffitt,  Robert.  Mentioned 358 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 530 

Montague,  J.  R.  Mentioned 575 

Monteiro,  Aristides.  Mentioned 537 

Monteith,  George.  Mentioned 226,286 

Montford,  Malcom  J.  Mentioned 362 

Montgomery,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 546 

Montgomery,  C.  S.  Mentioned 379, 382 

Montgomery,  D.  L.  Mentioned 376,377 

Montgomery,  James  E.  Mentioned 457 

Montgomery,  J.  M.  Mentioned 706,711,985 

Moody,  D.  N.  Mentioned 751,755 

Moody,  George  V.  Mentioned 693, 694 

Mooney,  James.  Mentioned 86 

Mooney,  Thomas.  Mentioned 210,989 

Moore,  A.  D.  Mentioned 891 

Moore,  Alexander.  Mentioned 114, 180 

Mcore,  H.  H.  Mentioned 827 

Moore,  J.  M.  (Captain.)  Mentioned 990 

Moore,  J.  M.  (Private.)  Mentioned 994 

Moore,  John  B.  Mentioned 875 

Moore,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned 817 

Moore,  Pliny.  Mentioned 452 

Moore,  Norton  R.  Mentioned 131 

Moore,  P.  T.  Mentioned 758 

Moore,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 630 

Moore,  William  A.  Mentioned 8^ 

Moorman,  M.  N.  Mentioned 798,813 

Morehead,  J.  H.  Mentioned 914 

Morehead,  Turner  G.  Mentioned 91^93 

Morehead,  W.  L.  Mentioned 682,708,710 

Moreland,  M.  D.  Mentioned 753 

Morell,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Fitz  John  Porter 279 

Mentioned . . 20, 22,  30, 105, 119, 120, 222, 224-227, 229, 230, 252, 279, 281, 284, 286, 289, 
290,  292-296,  313,  315,  316,  319,  320,  351,  387,388,390,393,400-402,406 
Report  of  oj)erations  June  25-Jnly  2,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 271 

Morgan,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 174 

Morgan,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 197, 198, 219, 237, 253 

Report  of  operations  June  19- July  4 258 

Morgan,  R.  C.  Mentioned 839 

Morrell,  Private.  Mentioned 745 

Morris,  Arthur.  Mentioned .59 

Morris,  George  U.  Mentioned 48, 965 

Morris,  Henry.  Mentioned 848 

Morris,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned 333,483 
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Morris,  William.  Mentioned 880 

Morrison,  Euclid  T.  Mentioned 901 

Morrison,  M.  P.  Mentioned 211 

Morrow,  E.G.  Mentioned 894 

Mortimer,  Caleb  C.  E.  Mentioned 986 

Moseley,  A.  M.  Mentioned 531 

Moseley,  John  B.  Mentioned 588 

Moseley,  William  P.,  sr.  Eeport  of  operations  June  27-July  8,  including 

Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill 588 

Moses,  Isaac.  Mentioned 104 

Moses,  Israel.  Mentioned 952 

Motley,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 545 

Mott,  Gershom. 

Mentioned 1.52 

Report  of  operations  June  28-July  3,  including  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill.  154 

Mott,  Thaddeus  P.  Mentioned 466 

Mount,  Edward  P.  Mentioned 68 

Mount,  John  D.  P.  Mentioned 439 

Mourton,  Stanley.  Mentioned 362,363 

Muldrow,  John  H.  Mentioned 744,990 

Mullery,  Michael.  Mentioned 103,157 

Mullins,  John.  Mentioned 758,783,785 

Munday,  Edward  D.  Mentioned 848 

Mundee,  Charles.  Mentioned 464 

Munford,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned 552 

Munford,  W.  Mentioned 758 

Munk,  William. 

Mentioned i 193, 196, 205 

Report  of  skirmish  on  James  River  Road,  June  29 205 

Munn,  Howell.  Mentioned 528 

Munro,  Donald  D.  Mentioned 889 

Munroe,  F.  Le  Baron.  Mentioned 126 

Munson,  O.  Mentioned 383 

Murchison,  David  R.  Mentioned 889 

Mui-phy,  Joseph.  Mentioned 986 

Murray,  James  D.  Mentioned 972 

Murray,  J.H.  Mentioned 569 

Murray,  John  W.  Mentioned 529 

Mutchler,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 439 

Mutchler,  Valentine.  Mentioned 439 

Myers,  C.D.  Mentioned 942 

Myers,  George  R.  Mentioned 457,458 

Myers,  John  A.  Mentioned 681,720,729 

Naghel,  Louis  H.  Mentioned 277, 317, 318, 339, 345, 989 

Naglee,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 22, 

29, 57, 60, 101, 192, 194, 195, 198-200, 215-220, 236, 237, 258, 431 

Nairn,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned 118,355,362 

Nance,  James  D. 

Mentioned 681, 720, 727, 728, 740 

Reports  of  operations  June  29-July  4,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  Malvern  Hill,  and  capture  of  arms  at  Shirley 734,737,739 

Nance,  William  F.  Mentioned 869 

Nash,  Eugene  A.  Mentioned 3.39,343 

Natzer,  Magnus.  Mentioned 928 

Nealy,  T.  F.  Mentioned 987 
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Neff,  John  F. 

Mentioned 572 

Reportof  operations  June 27-July  1,  including  Gaines’ Mill  and  Malvern  Hill.  583 

Neide,  H.  Mentioned 405 

Neill,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 212 

Nelson,  G.  W.  Mentioned 511,626 

Nelson,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned 607 

Nelson,  R.  H.  Mentioned 676,677 

Nelson,  William. 

Mentioned 486, 489, 533, 535, 537, 682, 747, 941, 943, 944, 946, 984 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  actions  at  Garnett’s  and 

Golding’s  Farms 542 

Nelson's  Farm,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  30.  (See  Glendale^  Va.) 

Nerhood,  Daniel.  Mentioned 409 

Nethery,  Alexander.  Mentioned 828 

Nevin,  David  J.  Mentioned 208 

New  Bridge,  Va.  Skirmishes  at  and  near,  May  23-24.  Reports  of 

Hays,  William • 242 

Robertson,  James  M 246 

(See  also  Volume  XI,  Part  I.) 

Newgas,  H.  Mentioned 860 

Newhall,  Harrison  L.  Mentioned 235 

New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fs  ; 2d,  26, 37, 101, 109, 112, 117, 120, 121, 123-125, 129-132 ; 
5th,  24,60,61,63,64,06,67,91. 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— 5a/fer/es ; 1st,  35,40,433,435-437,442;  2d,  28,38,116,174,184, 
987. 


Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  34,40,438-440,444,604,987;  2d,  34,40,438-444, 

987 ; 3d,  34, 40,  438, 439, 443, 444, 987 ; 4th,  34, 40, 388, 389, 401, 433, 438, 439, 
444-446, 604, 987  ; 5th,  26, 38, 108, 117, 122, 150-155, 157 ; 6th,  26, 149, 151, 
154,155,157;  7th,  26,38,103,  108,109,133,  149-151,  155-158,953,954,987; 

8th,  26, 103, 117, 149, 151, 158. 

New  Kent  Court-House,  Va.  Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

May  9.  Report  of  J.  M.  Robertson 246 

(See  also  Volume  XI,  Part  I.) 


June  30 3 

New  Market  Road,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  30.  (See  Glendale,  Va.) 

Newport,  R.  W.  Y.  Mentioned 986 

Newton,  George.  Mentioned 911 

Newton,  George  T.  Mentioned 848 

Newton,  Jesse.  Mentioned 911 

Newton,  J.  M.  Mentioned 626,628 

Newton,  John. 

Mentioned 35, 225, 226, 274, 313, 432, 433, 436, 458 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 456 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— i?affa//o/7S ; 1st  {Batteries),  A,  33, 237,  238, 264, 265,  390,  403 ; B,  33, 

39, 237, 238, 262, 265, 350;  C,  33, 237, 238, 264, 265, 390, 394-396, 403;  D,  33, 237, 

238, 264, 265.  Batteries  36, 465 ; 3d,  36, 430, 463, 465,  466, 481 ; 4th, 

27, 3.55,  360,  362 ; 5th,  34,  39, 240 ; 6th,  28,99, 105, 106, 110, 116, 117, 119, 275, 

953 ; 7th,  29, 197, 216, 219, 220 ; 8th,  29, 196, 197, 216, 219.  Regiments : 1st, 
{Batteries),  B,  25,50,54-57,59-61,66,69,77,83,119;  D,  27,99,105,110,112, 
116,118-120;  E,  36,465;  F,  36,482,483;  G,  26, 34,  .52,  .53, 238, 240 ; H,  29, 

197, 216, 219. 
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New  York  Troops.  Mentioned— Continued. 

Engineers — Regiments  : 15th,  50th,  36. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Oneida,  37.  Regiments:  1st,  36,  429,  931,  932;  6th, 

26 ; 9th,  247. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fs  : 1st,  27, 37, 161, 163, 180-182, 184, 186, 187, 191, 192, 792; 

2d,  26,  37,  101,109,  112,117,  135,  136,138,  149-151,  155,  158-161;  5th,  31, 

39,  348,  349,  372,  376-383,  401,  421,  837,  855,  873-876,  987  ; 7th,  24,61-65, 
68,88,987;  10th,  31,39,348,349,  377-380;  12th,  30,  39,  273,  276,  279,294, 

296, 314, 316, 317, 318, 320,  321, 324, 326-329, 339, 342, 344,  987 ; 13th,  30,  38, 
39,232,272,275,276,289,291,293,294,300,301,306,  308-310,  988;  14th,  30, 
38,39,272,275-277,279,294,  310,  312-315,  386,  399,  415,  988;  16th,  34,  39, 

287, 349,  441, 447-449,  451-453, 455, 988 ; 17th,  30, 223, 271, 289,  320, 326, 328, 
330-337, 482 ; 18th,  35, 39, 432, 456-460, 988 ; 20th,  35, 464, 481 ; 24th,  101, 

186, 187  ; 25th,  30,  38, 39, 276, 289, 294,  300,  301, 307, 309-312,  988  ; 27th,  35, 
39,349,448-450,452-454,988;  31st,  35,  39,  432,  440,  456,  457,4:9-461,988; 

32d,  35,39,432,456,458,460;  33d,  35,441,463,475,481,988;  34th,  25,87, 
92,93,988;  36th,  29,37,  125,  203,  213,  214  ; 37th,  27,37, 100, 101, 163, 178, 

184, 186, 187, 190 ; 38th,  27, 179, 190, 191 ; 40th,  27,  37,  179-181 ; 42d,  25, 
92,94,531;  43d,  35,  469,  472,  478,480;  44th,  30,39,276,314,316,320^325, 
327,337-344,347;  49th,  36,464,481;  52d,  24,  39,  79 ; 55th,  28, 208:  56th, 

29, 221 ; 5 7th,  24, 39, 79 ; 61st,  24, 60-62, 65-69, 140, 145, 163, 2 -iO,  988 ; 62  d, 

28, 203, 20'*,  209, 211, 216 ; 63d,  24,  39, 71-74, 91 ; 64th,  24, 40,  78, 79 ; 65th, 

28,  141,  144,  211,  212,235;  66th,  24,  40,  78-80;  67th,  28,  211,212;  69th 
{Militia),  75 ; 69th,  24, 40, 50, 70-73, 343, 988;  70th,  26, 37, 134, 137, 139-143, 
146-148,  952;  71st,  26,37,54,  109,  117,  134-137,  140,  141,  144,  146,  147, 158, 

159,  952,  953  ; 72d,  26,  38,  68,  103,  116, 117,  134, 137-142,  144-146,  149,  952, 

953,  988;  73d,  26,  38, 117,  134-136, 139-141,  143,  147, 148,  952,  953;  74th,  26, 

38,  134, 140-142, 144,  146,  148, 149, 952 ; 77th,  36,  345,  473,  481 ; 81st,  29, 216, 

220,  221 ; 82d,  25, 87-92, 988;  85th,  29,  220,  221 ; 87th,  27, 38, 161, 163, 173, 

174, 176, 184,  190 ; 88th,  24,  40,  71-73,  76, 91,  92, 988 ; 92d,  29, 216,  220, 221 ; 

93d,  36, 37, 333, 482;  96th,  29, 216, 220,  221 ; 98th,  29, 216, 220, 221 ; 100th, 


29;  101st,  27,  38,  126,  179-181, 183. 

Nicholas,  Wilson  C.  Mentioned 621 

Nicholls,  L.  D.  Mentioned. 986 

Nicholson,  George  D.  Mentioned 848 

Nicholson,  S.  Mentioned 335, 336 

Nightingale,  James  R.  Mentioned 989 

Nisbet,  James  C.  Mentioned 606 

Nisbet,  R.  B.  Mentioned : 813 

Nixon,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned 191 

Noel,  H.  R.  Mentioned 851 

Noell,  James  D.  Mentioned ' 832 

Noggle,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 372 

Nolan,  M.  Mentioned 806 

Norment,  George  M.  Mentioned 839 

Norris,  Assistant  Surgeon.  Mentioned 311 

Norris,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 49 

Norris,  William.  Mentioned. 673 

Norris,  William  C.  Mentioned 875 

North  Carolina,  Department  of.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery  companies  serving  in,  July  15.  Report  of  James  Deshler 912 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

.June  2.5-July  1 488 

July  15.  (Artillery) 912 
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North  Carolina  Troops. ' Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batterfes : Brem’s,*  488, 796, 909-914, 944, 984 ; Lloyd’s,  488, 912 ; 
Manly’s,  485,  721,  725,978;  Rowan  (Reilly),  483,  513,  552,  561,  562,  564, 
567,973. 

Caysilvy— Regiments  : 1st,  202,  217,235,  489,  499,  507,  513,  519,520,  525,526, 

532, 917, 955, 957-960,  984, 988. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Cohoon’s,  911;  Wharton’s,  (Sharpshooters),  484, 

' 507, 608, 614, 975.  Regiments : 1st,  386, 485,  505,  510, 554,  572, 624, 625, 647- 
651, 657, 659, 976, 977 ; 2d,  484,  .505, 634, 988 ; 3d,  485, 505,  510, 554, 572, 624, 

625, 641, 642, 647-651, 657-659, 976, 977  ; 4th,  484, 505, 621, 627, 644 ; 5th,  485, 
505,510,  621,  627,  639-641,  644,  645,  976;  6th,  483,  503,  508,  563,  565,  567, 

973,  98»  ; 7th,  487,  503,  882,  883,  886-890,  892,  893, 982,  988 ; 12th,  485, 505, 

510,  635,  644,  645, 976,  988 ; 13th,  48.5,  504,  510,  642, 644,  645,  976,  988  ; 14th, 

203, 213, 484,  505 ; 15th,  486,  .505,  749,  979,  988 ; 16th,  487, 504,  837,  899-901 ; 

18th,  487,  503,  883,  890-892,  982,  988  ; 20th,  485,  505, 510,  554,  625,  642,  644, 

645,  976,  988  ; 21st,  484,  506,  608,  614-617,  975  ; 22d,  487,  504,  837,  899-901 ; 

23d,  48.5,  504,  644-i>47,  976,  988  ; 24th,  488,  504,  508,  791-794,  805,  806,  983, 

984,  988;  25th,  488,  504,  508,  787,  791-794,  805-807,  830,  831, 983,  984 ; 26th, 

488,  .504,  509,  791,  794,  808,  983,  984 ; 27th,  488,  915,  916, 984  ; 28th,  487, 503, 

802,  883,  887,  892-894,  982  ; 30th,  484,  505, 630  ; 33d,  487,  503,  883,  892, 894-  . 

896,  982,  988 ; 34th,  487,  504,  835, 899-902 ; 35th,  488,  504, 509,  791,  793,  794, 

983,  984 ; 37th,  487,  503,  883,  896,  897,  900,  982,  988 ; 38th,  487,  504,  835, 899, 

902;  43d,  488,  913,  914,  984  ; 45th,  488,  913,  917,  984  ; 46th,  488,  915,  916, 

984 ; 48th,  488,  788, 791,  792, 794,  799, 803,  806-808, 915,  916,  933,  984 ; 49th, 

488,  504,  507,  509,  686,  791,  792,  794,  805,  806,  815,  983,  984,  988  ; 50th,  488, 
913,914,984. 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.  (Confederate.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 : No.  75  (June  24),  498  ; No.  75  (July  7),  500. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862  : No.  165  , 937. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.,  June  25-July  1 483-489 

Northrop,  R.  L.  Mentioned 994 

Norton,  G.  F.  Mentioned 763,  765 

Norton,  Henry.  Mentioned 99,  104 

Norton,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 873, 875 

Norton,  Miles  M.  Mentioned 873,875 

Norwood,  J.  T.  Mentioned 672, 749, 986 

Norwood,  William.  Mentioned 880 

Nowlin,  A.  W.  C.  Mentioned 766 

Noyes,  E.  M.  Mentioned 477 

Nugent,  Richard  P.  Mentioned 986 

Nugent,  Robert.  Mentioned 24,70,71,73-75 

Oak  Grove,  Va.  Engagement  at,  June  25. t Communications  from 

Huger,  Benjamin 807 

Kearny,  Philip : 183 

(See  also  Seven-Days'  Battles.  Reports  of 

Armistead.  Fairbanks.  Huger,  B.  Kansom. 

Berry,  H.G.  Fardella.  Huger,  F.  Kevere. 

Biruey.  Garland.  Kearny.  Eobinson. 

Biaisdell.  Graham,  C.  K.  Lee,  R.  E.  Sickles. 

Carr.  Grimes.  McClellan.  Smith,  W. 

Cowdin.  Grover.  Mahone.  Stevens. 

De  Hussy.  Heintzelman.  Marsiou.  Waddill. 

Hillman.  Hill,  D.  H.  Olmstead.  • Wells. 

Donalds.  Holt.  Osborn.  Wright. 

Dyckmau.  Hooker.  Ramsey.  Wyman.) 

Oakley,  Lewis  W.  Mentioned  442 

* Afterward  Graham’s.  tCalled  also  King’s  School-House,  French’s  Field,  or  tlie  Orchaid. 
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O’Brien,  John  F.  Mentioned 571,572 

Ochiltree,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 758 

O’Connell,  JohnD. 

Mentioned 349, 351, 352, 361, 367 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  3,  including  Gaines’ Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 369 

O’Donnell,  Assistant  Surgeon.  Mentioned 240 

O’Donoghue,  Joseph.  Mentioned 74,988 

O’Dowd,  Francis.  Mentioned 986 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — /Fe^r/me/yfs : 4th,  8th,  922 ; 62d,  67th,  218. 

Okie,  William  T.  Mentioned 352 

Olcott,  E.  W.  Mentioned 240,254-256 

Old,  Charles.  Mentioned 531 

O’Leary,  Charles.  Mentioned 214 

Oliphant,  S.  Duncan.  Mentioned 418 

Oliver,  A.  G.  Mentioned 427 

Oliver,  George  W.  Mentioned 343 

Oliver,  Paul  A.  Mentioned 321 

Olivia,  Leon.  Mentioned 383 

Olmsted,  William  A. 

Mentioned 109, 136, 150 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 158, 160 

O’Neal,  E.  A.  Mentioned 625, 632, 635 

O’Neil,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned 986 

O’Neil,  Joseph.  Mentioned 74 

O’Neil,  Thomas.  Mentioned 72 

O’Neill,  Patrick  C.  Mentioned 59 

O’Neill,  Thomas.  Mentioned 59 

Ongheltree,  George.  Mentioned 368 

Orchard,  Va.,  The.  Engagement  at,  June  25.  (See  Oak  Groce,  Va.) 

O’Riley,  Hugh.  Mentioned 161 

Orleans,  Louis  Philippe  d’.  Mentioned 227 

Orleans,  Robert  d’.  Mentioned 227,444,445 

Osborn,  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned 99, 110 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Savage  Station, 

Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 118 

Otey,  K.  Mentioned 760, 763, 765 

Otis,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 160 

Overton,  Thomas.  Mentioned 942 

Owen,  Edward.  Mentioned 925 

Owen,  Joshua  T.  Mentioned 92, 93,  111,  112 

Owen,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 236 

Owens,  John  J.  Mentioned 897 

Owens,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 870,871,990 

Owens,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 569,990 

Owens,  Wesley.  Mentioned 947 

Pabodie,  Henry.  Mentioned: 343 

Pack,  Samuel  D . Mentioned 849, 850 

Pago,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 137, 148 

Page,  John  H.  Mentioned 362 

Page,  J.  R.  Mentioned - 537,544 
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Page,  R.  C.  M. 

Mentioned 543,944 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms 546 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Mentioned 28, 96^98, 109, 133, 136, 143, 147, 192, 196, 197, 201-204, 211, 216, 219 

Report  of  operations  June  30-July  1,  including  Malvern  Hill 213 

Pancoast,  George  L.  Mentioned 182 

Parham,  William  Allen.  Mentioned 798, 801 

Parish,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 715 

Park,  Sidney  W.  Mentioned 101, 112, 151, 152, 160 

Parke,  Willi&m.  Mentioned 271 

Parker,  A.  M.  Mentioned 783, 785, 786 

Parker,  Churchwell.  Mentioned 824,826,827 

Parker,  D.  F.  Mentioned 204,214 

Parker,  Durant  A.  Mentioned 894 

Parker,  Isaac  B.,  jr.  Mentioned 468, 470 

Parker,  J.  H.  Mentioned 994 

Parker,  John.  Mentioned 440 

Parker,  Leonard  S.  Mentioned 268 

Parker,  Richard  C.  Mentioned 368 

Parker,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 350, 352, 371, 372, 990 

Parker,  Walter  C.  Y.  Mentioned 777, 778 

Parkhill,  George  W.  Mentioned 985 

Parks,  J.  T.  Mentioned 876 

Parr,  L.J.  Mentioned 596 

Parsons,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 477 

Partridge,  Henry  V.  Mentioned 418 

Partridge,  Isaac  M.  Mentioned 785 

Partridge,  William  T.  Mentioned 379,382,987 

Patrick,  Harrison.  Mentioned 870 

Patrick,  J.  W.  Mentioned 606 

Pattee,  J.  B.  Mentioned 418 

Patten,  H.  D.  Mentioned 419 

Patterson,  Francis  E.  Mentioned 135,152 

Pattison,  T.  Mentioned 337 

Patton,  H.  W.  Mentioned 405 

Patton,  W.  T.  Mentioned 760, 765 

Paxton,  P.  M.  Mentioned 849,  850 

Payne,  Alexander  D.  Mentioned 531 

Peach  Orchard,  Va.  Engagement  at,  June  29.^  (See  Seven-Days’  Battles. 

Reports  of 

Aiken,  Grover,  Lee,  S.  D,  Sedgwick. 

Anderson,  G.  T,  Hastings?.  McClellan.  Semmes. 

Baily.  Henagan.  McKeen.  Sickles. 

Burns.  Jones,  D.  R.  McLaws.  - Sully. 

Caldwell.  Kearny,  Magill.  Sumner. 

Carmical.  Kemper,  Del.  Magruder.  Thompson. 

Dana.  Kershaw.  Kance.  Tile.ston. 

Donalds,  King.  Pettit.  Tompkins,  C.  H. 

French.  Kirby.  Pinckney.  Tompkins,  J.  A.) 

Gaillard.  Langley.  Richardson,  I.  B, 

Garnett.  Lee,  R.  E.  Schack. 

Pearce,  James  H.  Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 918 

Pearson,  E.  P.,  jr.  Mentioned 376,377 

Peavey,  Lazarus.  Mentioned 888 


* Called  also  Allen’s  Farm. 
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Peck,  John  J. 

Mentioned ‘21, 22,  ‘^0, 192-197, 202, 221, 258, 434 

Report  of  operations  June  24-July  3 215 

Peeples,  Samuel.  Mentioned 288 

Peet,  Frederick  T.,  jr.  Mentioned 68,280 

Pegram,  A.  J.  Mentioned 994 

Pegram,  J.  W.  Mentioned 819 

Pegram,  R G.  Mentioned 909,944 

Pegram,  W.  J.  Mentioned 813, 819,  835, 837, 839, 841, 843, 885 

Pegues,  C.  C.  Mentioned 6*25,632 

Peirson,  L.  Mentioned 


95 

Pelham,  John.  Mentioned 517, 519, 520, 522, 528, 529, 531, 556 

Pelouze,  Charles  N.  Mentioned 440 

Pender,  William  D. 

Mentioned 487,  491, 504, 623,  647, 648, 738, 782,  834-839, 889, 983 

Report  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Meclianicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Glendale 898 

Pendleton,  A.  S.  Mentioned 559 

Pendleton,  Edmund.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 9.54,955 

Pendleton,  Edmund.  (Lieutenant-Colonel.)  Mentioned 879,880 

Pendleton,  W.  N. 

Correspondence  with  Theopliilus  H.  Holmes 912 

Mentioned 489,  49 1 , 498,  .505, 512,  .549, 550,  6.52,  762, 905,  936,  9.37, 939-942 

Reports  of 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.  Attack  on  Union  camps  and  shipping  be- 
tween Shirley  and,  July  31-Augu8t  1 943 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Mechanics- 
ville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farnts,  and  Malvern  Hill . .533 

Peninsular  Campaign,  Va. 

Operations  during.  (See 

May  9.  JSfew  Kent  Court-'House,  Va.  Skirmish  at. 

23-24.  Neiv  Bridge,  Va.  Skirmish  at  and  near. 

26.  Hanover  Court-House,  Va.  Reconnaissance  toward. 


30.  Fair  Oaks,  Va.  Skirmish  at  or  near. 

31- June  1.  Fair  Oaks,  Va.  Battle  of. 

June  25-July  1.  Seven-Days’  Battles. 

26.  New  Kent  Court-House,  Va.  Skirmish  at. 

Point  of  Bocks,  Appomattox  River,  Va.  Engagement  at. 
28-July  4.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  Expedition  from. 

July  2.  Turkey  Bridge,  Va.  Destruction  of. 

3.  Charles  City  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  the. 

3-  4.  Herring  Creek,  Va.  Skirmishes  near. 

4.  Shirley,  Va.  Capture  of  arms  at. 

Westover,  Va.  Skirmish  near. 

5-  7.  James  River,  Va.  Operations  against  Union  shipping  on. 

7-  9.  Gloucester,  King  and  Queen,  and  Matthews  Counties,  Va.  Re- 
connaissance through. 

9.  Long  Bridge  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  the. 

11.  Charles  City  Court-House,  Va.  Reconnaissance  beyond. 

16.  Richmond  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  the. 

22.  Westover,  Va.  Affair  near. 

22-30.  Gloucester,  King  and  Queen,  and  King  William  Counties,  Va. 
Scout  through. 
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Peninsular  Campaign,  Va.— Continued. 

Operations  during.  See 

July  29.  Saint  Mary’s  Church,  Va.  Reconnaissance  to. 

31- August  1.  Harrison’s  Landing,  Va.  Attack  on  Union  Camp 
and  shipping  hetiveen  Shirley  and. 

Aug.  2-  8.  Malvern  Hill,  Va.  Reconnaissance  from  Harrison’s  Landing 
and,  reoccupation  of. 

3.  James  River,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  south  side  of. 

4.  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Va.  Reconnaissance  to  and 

skirmish  at. 

4-  5.  Sycamore  Church,  Va.  Reconnaissance  heyond. 

5-  6.  Malveim  Hill,  Va.  Skirmish  at  and  near.) 


Eoll  of  Honor.  (Confederate) 993,994 

Pennington,  A.  C.  M.  Mentioned 242-245 


Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— /?e5'//ne/7fs ; 1st  {Batteries),  A (Easton),  32,38,40,385,387,398- 
402,407-409,411,413,421,424,615,989;  B (Cooper),  32,38,40,384,387,390, 
39(),  398-400, 402, 403, 409-411, 415, 423, 426, 989 ; C (McCarthy),  29, 193, 194, 
196, 197,  205,  206 ; D (Flood),  29, 193, 196, 197, 205, 207,  235  ; E (Miller),  29, 
192, 194-199, 217-221 ; G (Kerns),  32,  38,  40, 385, 387, 390, 396,  .398-402, 410- 
412, 419, 420 ; H (Brady),  29,  192, 196-200,  219. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs ; 3d,  28, 193, 196, 205, 218, 220, 230, 234-237, 243, 360,  363, 
447, 931, 947, 954, 955 ; 4tli,  33, 38, 40, 42, 398, 403, 406,  407, 482, 930, 931, 934, 
956;  5th,  .36,927-929;  6th,  36,40-42,45,249,250,281,447,514;  8th,  .30. 
192,193,195,206,219-221,965,966;  11th,  36,482. 

IrxisLwtvj— Regiments : Ist,""  32,  38, 40, 388,  390,  396, 398, 399, 401-403, 410,  415, 
989;  2d,  32, 38. 40,  385, 398, 399, 401, 415, 989 ; 3d,  32,38,40,385,394,398, 
401-403,419-421,445;  4th,  32,  38,  40,  231,  255-25'?',  38.5,  387,  391,  392,  394, 
398,  399,  401,  404,  421 ; 5th,  32, 38, 40,  312,  385,  386,  388,  398,  399,  401,  403, 
410, 415-417, 425, 989 ; 6th,  32,  385,  398,  482 ; 7th,  32, 38, 40, 385, 390,  .391, 
398,  404,  426;  8th,  32,  .38, 40, 248,  385, 388, 398,  399,  401,  408,  413,  424 ; 9th, 
32, 38,  40,  231,  249,  385,  396,  398-403,  408,  422-425,  989 ; 10th,  32, 38, 40,385, 
394,  398,  399,  401-403,  405, 424,  425,  989 ; 11th,  32,  40,  227, 385,  388, 398, 401, 
411, 420, 445, 446, 989  ; 12th,  32, 38, 40, 286, 385,  390,  393-400,  403,  407, 422, 
42.5-429, 989 ; 13th,  32,  38,  40, 233,  312, 385, 386, 394,  395,  398,  .399,  401, 403, 
414-419, 531, 989 ; 23d,  28, 209, 2ll,  212 ; 26th,  26, 38, 101, 112, 117, 120, 121, 
123-125,132-135,  150,154;  31st,t  28,140,145,211,212,989;  49th,  .3.5,463, 
468,469,471-475,480,481;  52d,  29;  53d,  24,40,50,54,77-79;  57th,  27, 

119.175- 177,181,989;  61st,  28,211,212,989;  62d,  30,39,40,272,274,276, 
277,313,314,401,419,422,989;  63d,  27,  38,  97,  100,  101,  1.33,  161,  163,171, 

173. 175- 178, 235, 989 ; 69th,  25, 90, 92, 101,  111 ; 71st,  25, 50, 82,  90-92,989 ; 
72d,  25, 90-92, 989 ; 81st,  24, 61, 62, 66-70, 141, 143, 164, 989 ; 82d  (see  31st 
Regiment);  83d,  30,40,231,274,  276,  277,  307,  314,  316-321,  323-327,  339, 
340,  342-347, 989 ; 85th,  29, 215, 216, 220, 221 ; 93d,  28, 208, 209,  349  ; 95th, 
35,40,432,456,457,  461,  462,  989;  96th,  35,  40,  447,  448,  452,  454-456,  989; 
98th,  28,208,989;  101st,  29,220,221;  102d,  28,  207,  208,  210,  211,  989; 
103d,  29,  216,  220,  221 ; 104th,  29,  221 ; 105th,  27, 38, 163, 174-176, 179  ; 


106th,  25, 87. 89, 95. 

Penrose,  William  H.  Mentioned 364 

Peoples,  Matthew  H.  Mentioned 889, 988 

Perfater,  James.  Mentioned 578 

Perkins,  Edward.  Mentioned 86 

Perkins,  Francis  W.  Mentioned 122,  124 


1st  to  13th  designated  Reserves. 


t Designation  changed  to  82d  Pennsylvania  June  — , 1862. 
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Perrin,  E.  B.  Mentioned 537,544 

Perrin,  James  M.  Mentioned 855, 873, 875 

Perry,  A.  M.  Mentioned 733,734 

Peny,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 337 

Perry,  E.  A.  Mentioned 760 

Perry,  J.  F.  Mentioned 989 

Perry,  Robert  O.  Mentioned 848 

Peterkin,  George  W.  Mentioned 535 

Petherbridge,  Edward  R.  Mentioned 33,240 

Petrikin,  H.  P.  Mentioned 405, 418 

Pettigrew,  J.  J.  Mentioned 506 

Pettit,  Rufus  D. 

Mentioned 56,  60, 119 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  inclndiDg  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 56 

Petway,  O.  C.  Mentioned 794,795 

Peyton,  Greene.  Mentioned 632 

Peyton,  Jefferson.  Mentioned 626,652 

Peyton,  Lewis  S.  Mentioned 851 

Phelan,  Thomas.  Mentioned 774,985 

Philip,  W.  H.  Mentioned 432 

Philips,  J.  R.  Mentioned 993 

Phillips,  James  J.  Mentioned 820 

Phillips,  Joseph.  Mentioned 666,668,673,718 

Philpot,  John  W.  Mentioned 875 

Pickett,  Charles.  Mentioned 769, 980 

Pickett,  George  E.  Mentioned 486, 

503, 508, 563, 564, 756-758,  761, 767, 768, 775, 776, 780, 980 

Pickett,  J.  H.  Mentioned 702,703,959 

Pierce,  Ebenezer.  Mentioned 73 

Pierce,  John  D.  Mentioned 779 

Pierce,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 383 

Pierson,  S.  F.  Mentioned 562, 630, 654, 655 

Pilsbury,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 451 

Pinckney,  Joseph  C.  Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach 
Orchard,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern 


Hill 79 

Pinckney,  Thomas.  Mentioned 791 

Pinto,  Francis  E.  Mentioned 460 

Piper,  James  W.  Mentioned 2.39,261,263 

Pitman,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 986 

Platt,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 273 

Platt,  Edward  R.  Mentioned 35,166,379,435 

Platt,  J.  H.  Mentioned 470,  478 

Pleasonton,  Alfred.  Reports  of 


Operations  August  14-19,  covering  movement  of  Union  Army  to  Williams- 


burg   964 

Seven-Days’ Battles.  Operations  June  28-July  3 47 

Plummer,  Kemp.  Mentioned 645 

Plunkett,  O.  C.  Mentioned 869 

Poague,  William  T. 

Mentioned 571,574 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Malvern  Hill 573 

Poindexter,  P.  Mentioned 822 
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Poindexter’s  Farm,  Va.  Battle  ofj  July  1.  (See  Malvern  Hill,  Va.) 

Point  of  Rocks,  Appomattox  River,  Va.  Engagement  at,  June  26 3 

Poland,  John.  Mentioned 210,989 

Poland,  John  S. 

Mentioned 352,  371 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 372 

Pollard,  B.  G.  Mentioned 832 

Pollard,  William  A.  Mentioned 829,832 

Pollock,  T.  G.  Mentioned 850 

Pomeroy,  Edward.  Mentioned 308 

Pool,  Nathan  A.  Mentioned 890 

Pope,  John.  Mentioned 936 

Pope,  Y.  J.  Mentioned 738 

Porter,  Byron.  Mentioned 214 

Porter,  Fitz  John. 

Correspondence  with 

McCall,  George  A 395 

McClellan,  George  B 231,  232,  241,  334,  392 

Morell,  George  W 279 

Mentioned 20-23, 30,  37,  42, 44, 45,  .53-55, 70, 71, 75, 76,  102,  103,  105,  116,  139, 

140,  143,  145, 193,  203,  204,  234,  235,  237,  238,  242-244,  248-250,  261,264, 
272,  274-276,  279,  281,  283,  284, 286-290,  293-296,  308,  313-316, 319,  320, 
.326,  332,  334,  348-350,  360,  364,  387,  388,  394,  395,  398,  406,  429,  430,  432, 
434,  437-439,  442,  447,  451,  453,  4.56,  460,  463,  481,  923,  947,  951,  970,  972 
Reports  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 221,223,227,229 

Porter,  Josiah.  Mentioned 106 

Porter,  Patrick.  Mentioned 694 

Porter,  P.  P.  Mentioned .569, 990 

Port  Royal,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 48,919,965 

Posey,  R.  Mentioned 732 

Potomac,  Army  of  the.  (Union.)  Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  301,  169. 

Potter,  Captain.  Mentioned 174 

Potter,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 110, 135, 136, 952 

Potter,  Richard.  Mentioned 985 

Powell,  B.  L.  Mentioned 601 

Powell,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 635 

Powell,  William  H.  (Corporal.)  Mentioned 993 

Powell,  William  H.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 361 

Pratt,  Calvin  E.  Mentioned 431,434,457,460 

Pratt,  James.  Mentioned  875 

Praxmarer,  William.  Mentioned 987 

Prentice,  Fowler.  Mentioned 110,137 

Prentiss,  George.  Mentioned 326 

President  C.  S.  (See  Jefferson  Davis.) 

President  U.  S.  (See  Abraham  Lincoln.) 

Preston,  John,  jr.  Mentioned 791' 

Preston,  Simon  B.  Mentioned 987 

Prewett,  Alexander.  Mentioned 827 

Price,  Mr.  Mentioned 590 

Price,  Alfred  C.  Mentioned 985 

Price,  Francis.  Mentioned 157 

Price,  John  V.  Mentioned 547 

Price,  Napoleon  D.  Mentioned 825,827,991 
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Prime,  Ralph  E.  Mentioned 379,382 

Prince,  James  P.  Mentioned 302,304 

Prince,  John  H.  Mentioned 778 

Prioleau,  J.  Ford.  Mentioned 866 

Provost,  William  S.  Mentioned 440 

Pryor,  John  W.  Mentioned 70 

Pryor,  Roger  A. 

Mentioned 397, 486,  503, 508, 

563,  649,*756,  757,  759,  761,  770-773,  775,778,  782-784,  786,  838,tt71,980 
Report  of  operations  June  26-Jnly  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Glendale. . 779 

Pulford,  John.  Mentioned 186,191 

Purdie,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 884,892 

Purdy,  E.  Sparrow.  Mentioned 432 

Pyne,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 374 

Quackenbush,  John  H.  Mentioned 160 

Quinlan,  James.  Mentioned 73,75 

Quin,  Michael.  Mentioned 245 

Radcliffe,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 457 

Radowitz,  Paul  von.  Mentioned 227 

Rafferty,  John  H.  Mentioned 986 

Rainey,  A.  T.  Mentioned ...  .564,568,569 

Ralph,  J.  L.  Mentioned 994 

Ramsay,  M.  S.  Mentioned 631 

Ramseur,  S.  D.  Mentioned 793-795 

Ramsey,  John.  Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 153 

Ramsey,  John  W.  Mentioned 990 

Ramsey,  William  R.  Mentioned 352 

Randall,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 327,328 

Randall,  Xenophon  C.  Mentioned 702 

Randle,  John  W.  Mentioned  894 

Randol,  Alanson  M. 

Mentioned  115, 237,  240, 241, 250-253 

Reports  of  operations  May  27-Jime  30,  including  Glendale 253,2.54,257 

Randolph,  Beverly. 

Mentioned ,564 

Report  of  ordnance,  etc.,  captured  or  lost  during  Seven-Days’  Battles,  June 

25-July  1 512 

Randolph,  George  E. 

Mentioned 101, 103, 165, 168 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Brackett’s,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 165 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned. . 661,  6H7, 858, 859, 915 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department  C.  S.) 

Randolph,  J.  B.  Mentioned 988 

Randolph,  John  M.  Mentioned 328 

Randolph,  William  H.  Mentioned 581,991 

Randolph,  W.  L.  Mentioned 819 

Raney,  James  A.  Mentioned 213,214 

Ransom,  M.  W.  Mentioned 793-795 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 678 

Mentioned 487,  488,  499,  504,  508, 612,  623, 628, 669-671, 678, 


681,  683,  686,  687,787-790,796,797,  799.  805,807,809,939,  942,  983,984 


Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Malvern 
Hill 791,793,795 
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Raquet,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned 88 

Ratchford,  J.  W.  Mentioned C30 

Ravenel,  F.  G.  Mentioned 651 

Ray,  J.  T.  Mentioned 736 

Raymond,  John  S.  Mentioned 383 

Read,  John  G.  Mentioned 287,361,308,369 

Read,  Theodore.  Mentioned 477 

Ready,  W.  J.  Mentioned 869 

Rector,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 851 

Redd,  liieutenant.  Mentioned. 682,720,721,724 

Redding,  T.  R.  Mentioned 783,785,786 

Redfearn,  J.  W.  A.  Mentioned 646 

Redic,  Newton.  Mentioned 989 

Reed,  Abner  S.  Mentioned 637 

Reed,  Alfred.  Mentioned 176,177,871 

Reed,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 358 

Reed,  H.  B.  Mentioned 288 

Reed,  T.  B.  Mentioned 124 

Reese,  John.  Mentioned 409 

Regan,  Peter  C.  Mentioned 219 

Reger,  Isaac  N.  Mentioned 991 

Reich,  C.  Mentioned 569,  i)90 

Reichenbacher,  Martin. 

Mentioned 194,  206 

Report  of  destruction  of  Turkey  Bridge,  July  2 206 

Reid,  James  A.  Mentioned 630 

Reid,  John  W.  Mentioned 575 

Reid,  Samuel  O.  Mentioned 872 

Reilley,  John  H.  Mentioned 383 

Reilly,  James.  Mentioned 512,513,552 

Reily,  Terrence.  Mentioned 241,252 

Rennolds,  Albert.  Mentioned 848 

Reno,  Marcus  A.  Mentioned 44,  45, 921, 9i2 

Revere,  Joseph  W. 

Mentioned 108, 109, 149 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 155 

Rexford,  Willie  M.  Mentioned 343 

Reynolds,  James  C.  Mentioned 637 

Reynolds,  James  H.  Mentioned 991 

Reynolds,  John  F.  Mentioned ...  32,  li:.,  221, 222, 224-227, 233, 261, 263, 272, 289, 312, 
379,  384,  383-390,  393,3.98-400,  402,  405,  409-411,416,  555,  571,  578,626 

Reynolds,  Thomas.  Mentioned 74,988 

Rhett,  A.  Burnet. 

Mentioned 626, 648, 652, 653 

Report  of  operations  June  2.5-July  10,  including  Meclianicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge 6.53 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  A.  (Tompkins),  25,82-85;  B (Bartlett), 


26;  C ( JVeeden),  31, 39, 203, 204, 272, 273, 275, 276, 281-283, 285,  314  ; E (Ran- 
dolph), 27, 103, 165-169, 176, 435  ; G (Otven),  26. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/jfs ; 2d,  29, 37, 136, 202, 203, 205, 213. 


Rhodes,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 989 

Rhyne,  Robert  D.  Mentioned 894 

Rice,D.  W.  Mentioned 991 
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Rice,  Evan.  Mentioned * 848 

Rice,  James  C. 

Mentioned ’.m,  dl8,  :U'J,  :i21 

Reports  of  operations  June  27 -July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 337,  341 

Rice,  John  O.  Mentioned 848 

Rich,  Jonas  M.  Mentioned 456 

Richards,  M.  E.  Mentioned 450 

Richardson,  Charles. 

Mentioned 485,  488,  489,  533-535,  537,  905 

Report  of  operations  June  26-Jnly  2,  including  Mechanicsville  and  Gaines’ 

Mill 538 

Richardson,  Israel  B. 

Mentioned 22,  24, 

51,  .58-60,  63,  71,  80,  83,  87,  89,  94-97,  150,  159,  279,  404,  431,  465,  466 
Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Sta- 
tion, White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 53 

Richardson,  James  R.  Mentioned -. 578 

Richardson,  Robert  M. 

Mentioned 273, 296, 318,  320,  321 

Reports  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill  326,328,329 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S.  [Merrimac  No.  2].  Mentioned 935 

Richmond  Road,  Va.  Reconnaissance  from  Westover,  Va.,  on  the,  July  16. 

Report  of  W.  W.  Averell 931 

Riddick,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 839, 900-902 

Riddick,  W.  A.  Mentioned 644 

Riddle,  W.  Mentioned 405 

Rider,  Michael  M.  Mentioned 991 

Ridgley,  Randolph  M.  Mentioned 266 

Rife,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 374 

Rigby,  James  H.  Mentioned 266 

Riggins,  R.  D.  Mentioned 828 

Ripley,  Roswell  S. 

Mentioned 485,  491, 505,  510,  .558,  623, 624,  626,  628, 630, 631, 

643,  652-654,  756,  781,  782,  835,  836,  899,  956,  959,  960,  963,  964,976,977 
Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill 647 

Ripley,  WilUam  Y.  W.  Mentioned 273, 275, 277, 279 

Roane,  L.  D.  Mentioned 848 

Robb,  Robert  L.  Mentioned •- 843 

Roberts,  A.  K.  Mentioned 994 

Roberts,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 289, 317 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff', 

and  Malvern  Hill 296 

Roberts,  Hope  H.  Mentioned 986 

Roberts,  Horace  S. 

Mentioned 277,289,297 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Malvern  Clitf,  and  Malvern  Hill 306 

Roberts,  H.  Oscar.  Mentioned 457 

Roberts,  J.  H.  Mentioned '^45 

Roberts,  Mark  H.  Mentioned 989 
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Roberts,  R.  A.  Mentioned ^ 994 

Roberts,  R.  Biddle. 

Correspondence  witli  George  A.  McCall 396 

Mentioned 32,400,405 

Roberts,  St.  Francis  C.  Mentioned 581 

Robertson,  Private.  Mentioned 528 

Robertson,  Beverly  H.  Mentioned 552 

Robertson,  James  M. 

Mentioned 242, 243, 338, 966 


Reports  of  operations  May  4- July  3,  including  Williamsburg,  New  Kent 
Court-House,  New  Bridge,  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern 


Hill 246,248,250 

Robertson,  J.  B.  Mentioned 563,564,568,569 

Robertson,  J.  Townes.  Mentioned 875 

Robertson,  R.  M.  Mentioned 779 

Robertson,  Walter  H.  Mentioned 944 

Robertson,  W.  F.  Mentioned 530 

Robins,  Logan  S.  Mentioned 766 

Robins,  W.  T.  Report  of  scout  in  King  William,  King  and  Queen,  and  Glou- 
cester Counties,  Va.,  July  22-30  9.32 

Robinson,  E.  R.  Mentioned 174 

Robinson,  James  J.  Mentioned 383 

Robinson,  John  C. 

Mentioned 27, 

65, 67, 96, 97, 101, 115, 121, 127, 128, 161-165, 169, 172, 177, 184-187, 203 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove,  Glendale,  and 

Malvern  Hill 173, 175, 176 

Robinson,  Lemuel.  Mentioned 540 

Robinson,  Nathaniel  G.  Mentioned 851 

Robinson,  William  C.  Mentioned 848 

Rockwell,  H.  L.  Mentioned 699 

Rockwood,  Theodore  H.  Mentioned 972 

Rodes,  R.  E. 

Mentioned 484, 

505,  507,  511,  558,  624-626,628,  630,63.3,637-639,  641,  643,  964,  975,  976" 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 630 

Rodes,  V.  H.  Mentioned 632 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.  Mentioned 436 

Rodgers,  James  G.  Mentioned 612,613 

Rodgers,  John.  Mentioned 23,965 

Roffe,  C.  S.  Mentioned ’ 828 

Rogers,  Arthur  L.  Mentioned 762 

Rogers,  Theodore  C.  Mentioned 457, 459, 460, 988 

Roll  of  Honor. 

Ordered  in  lieu  of  medals  and  badges 992 

Peninsular  Campaign,  Va.  List  of  names  inscribed  on 993,994 

Romer,  Adam.  Mentioned  ..  42 

Ronald,  Charles  A,  Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’ 

Mill  and  Malvern  Hill 577 

Root,  Augustus  I.  Mentioned 329 

Root,  John  W.  Mentioned 438 

Rosamond,  J.  F.  Mentioned 989 

Rose,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 479 

Rose,  Edwin.  Mentioned 219 
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Rose,  Julius  D.  Mentioned 15d 

Rose,  Morell  A.  Mentioned 9rt7 

Ross,  George  W.  Mentioned 942 

Ross,  H.  M.  Mentioned 547, 944 

Rossell,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned 227, 349, 359, 361-3C3, 990 

Rosser,  Thomas  L. 

Correspondence  with  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 523 

Mentioned 519,521,523,913 

Report  of  operations  June  28-July  10,  including  Glendale,  Malv^ern  Cliff 

and  Malvern  Hill 532 

Rowan,  William  S.  Mentioned 850 

Rowley,  George  A.  Mentioned 372 

Rowley,  Thomas  A. 

Mentioned 208 

Report  of  operations  June  30-July  7,  including  Mal*vern  Hill 210 

Roy,  Gustavus  G.  Mentioned 848 

Royston,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 775, 779 

Royston,  Y.  L.  Mentioned 760,775,778 

Ruehle,  John  V. 

Mentioned 318,321 

Reports  of  operations  Juno  26-July  1,  including  Gaines’ Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 323, 325 

Ruff,  S.  Z.  Mentioned 564,568 

Ruffin,  Thomas.  Mentioned 217, 522, 525 

Rumsey,  William.  Mentioned 955 

Rush,  Richard  H. 

Mentioned 42 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 45 

Rusling,  James  F.  Mentioned 153 

Russ,  C.  E.  Mentioned 405 

Russell,  David  A.  Mentioned 219 

Russell,  Durando.  Mentioned 240 

Russell,  James  H.  Mentioned 343 

Russell,  J9hn  H.  Mentioned 457,988 

Russell,  Timothy  P.  Mentioned 234, 235 

Russell,  William,  jr.  Mentioned 457 

Russell,  William  P.  Mentioned 477,479 

Rutherford,  W.  D.  Mentioned 682, 720, 726-728, 736-738 

Rutledge,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 787, 793-795, 805,  807 

Ryan,  E.  D.  Mentioned 569,990 

Ryan,  W.  G.  Mentioned 851 

Ryerson,  Henry  O.  Mentioned 433, 438, 442, 443 

Sacra,  James  R.  Mentioned 848 

St.  John,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned 343 

Saint  Mary’s  Church,  Va.  Reconnaissance  to,  July  29.  Report  of  Alexander 

P.  Duncan 934 

Salter,  Thcmas  T.  Mentioned 302,987 

Sammond,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 897 

Sampson,  Charles  A.  L.  Mentioned 181 

Sampson,  Walter  S. 

MenCioned 302 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  3,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Malvern  Hill 303 

Sanders,  J.  C.  C.  Mentioned 778 
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Sanders,  William.  Mentioned 966 

Sanders,  William  W.  Mentioned 374 

Sands,  Robert  M. 

Mentioned 635 


Report  of  operations  June  27-Ju]y  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 


Hill 

Sanford,  Thomas  V.  Mentioned 

Sappington,  N.  J.  Mentioned 

Sargent,  Charles.  Mentioned ; 

Satellite,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 

Satterthwaite,  Alvin.  Mentioned 

Saunders,  Andrew  D.  Mentioned 

Saunders,  James  M.  Mentioned — 

Saunders,  William  H.  Mentioned 

Savage,  Edward.  Mentioned 

Savage,  Henry.  Mentioned 

Savage  Station,  Va.  Battle  of,  June  29.  (See  Sevm-Days’  Battles. 


636 

846 

240 

379,382 

919 

156 

848 

829 

775,779 

624, 648, 658, 659 

892 

Reports  of 


Aiken. 

Grant. 

Lane,  J. 

Pinckney. 

Baily. 

Hancock. 

Langley. 

Richardson,  I.  B. 

Barksdale. 

Hastings. 

Lee,  R.  E. 

Schack. 

Brooks,  tv.  T.  H. 

Ileintzelman. 

Lee,  S.  D. 

Sedgwick. 

Burns. 

Henagan. 

McClellan. 

Semmes. 

Caldwell. 

Jones,  D.  R. 

McKeen. 

Smith,  W.  F. 

Cobb,  H. 

Kemper,  Del. 

McLaws. 

Striker. 

Dana. 

Kersnaw. 

Magruder. 

Sully. 

Davidson. 

Kimball. 

Meagher. 

Sumner. 

French. 

King. 

Kance. 

Tompkins,  J.  A.) 

Gaillard. 

Kirby. 

Osborn. 

Garnett. 

Kirkpatiick. 

Pettit. 

Sawin,  William  J.  Mentioned 477 

Sawyer,  Harvey  A.  Mentioned 988 

Sayles,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned 132 

Scales,  A.  M.  Mentioned 642,644 

Scarborough,  J.  F.  Mentioned 646 

Schack,  George  von. 

Mentioned 62 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 64 

Scheerer,  John  E.  Mentioned 270 

Scheetz,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 387 

Schelling,  Francis.  Mentioned 427 

Schickfuss,  Frederick  von.  Mentioned 932 

Schindel,  Jeremiah  P.  Mentioned 374 

Schlafer,  John  J.  Mentioned 159 

Schoefifel,  Francis  A. 

Mentioned 294 

Report  of  operations  June  26-June  2,  includiug  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Malvern  Cliff,  and  Malvern  Hill 308 

Schooler,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 846 

Schroter,  Charles.  Mentioned 694 

Schuetz,J.  C.  Mentioned 173 

Schuyler,  Philip  R.  Mentioned 70 

Schwartz,  G.  Mentioned 993 

Scofield,  James  K.  Mentioned 457 

Scott,  A.  V.  Mentioned 592 

Scott,  George  W.  Mentioned 62 

Scott,  J.  M.  Mentioned 994 
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Scott,  John  B.  Mentioned 832 

Scott,  J.  V.  Mentioned 760 

Scott,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 352,360,361 

Scott,  W.W.  Mentioned 986 

Scruder,  William  H.  Mentioned 383 

Scruggs,  A.  M.  Mentioned 989 

Scruggs,  L.  H.  Mentioned 564 

Scrymser,  James  A.  Mentioned 464 

Seaver,  Joel  J. 

Mentioned 450,  455 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 451 

Seaver,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned 477 

Sebago,  U.  S.  S‘.  Mentioned 331, 333,  334 

Sedgwick,  John. 

jMentioned-.  22, 25, 51, 54, 55,  72,  83,  85, 89, 91-93, 99, 100, 115, 118,  392, 952, 956 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  2,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 80 

Sedgwick,  William  D.  Mentioned H2 

Seeley,  Francis  W.  Report  of  operations  June  30-July  1,  including  Brack- 
ett’s, Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 106 

Seeley,  George  W.  D.  Mentioned 343 

Sehr,  William.  Mentioned 989 

Sellers,  W.  H.  Mentioned 569 

Semmes,  Paul  J. 

Mentioned  485, 

505,509,664,  666,667,  671,672,682,715-720,  726,727,  740,  743,  963,978 
Reports  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Statio)],  and  Malvern  Hill 720, 722, 725 

Semple,  James.  Mentioned 537, 540 

Senderling,  Philip  M.  Mentioned 440 

Sentell,  William  H.  Mentioned 343 

Sergeant,  William.  Mentioned 368 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  25-July  1. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Confederate  forces 502- 

510,  559,  565,  567,  569,  573,  576,  577,  579,  599,  608-610,  630,  633,  635. 

* 645,  708,  710,  722,  725,  730,  731,  755,  761,  766,  768,  825,  840,  973-984 

Union  forces 24-41, 150,  468, 469 

Communications  from 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R 678 

Davis,  Jefferson 680 

Dickinson,  A.  G 677 

Hill,  Daniel  H 685 

.Jackson,  Thomas  J 552 

Jones,  David  R 675 

Lee,  Robert  E 500,  502, 675,  677-679,  684-68’' 

Lougstreet,  James 675 

Magruder,  John  B 660,  686, 687 

Mahone,  William 684 

Porter,  Fitz  John 241 

Ransom,  R.,jr 678 

Stuart,  .T.  E.  B 523 

Wright,  A.  R 683,686 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  26-July  1 — Continued. 

(See  also 

June  25.  Oak  Grove,  Va.  Engagement  at. 

25-29.  Bottom’s  Bridge,  Va.  Operations  about. 

26.  Mechanicsville,  Va.  Battle  of. 

27.  Gaines’  Mill,  Va.  Battle  of. 

28.  White  House,  Va.  Operations  about,  and  destruction  of  stores  at. 

30.  Glendale,  Va.  Battle  of. 

Malvern  Cliff,  Va.  Engagement  at. 

July  1.  Malvern  Hill,  Va.  Battle  of .) 

Officers  killed  or  who  died  of  wounds  received 985-991 

Orders.  (Lee) 488,500 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Confederate  forces 483-489 

Union  forces 24-37 

Remarks  of  R.  E.  Lee  on  J.  B.  MagrudeUs  report  of,  and  reply  to 679, 680 

Reports  of 

Abercrombie,  John  J i 211 

Adams,  Alexander  D 453 

Aiken,  D.  Wyatt 740,742 

Alley,  William  E 834 

Ames,  Adelbert 259, 260 

Amsden,  Frank  P 411 

Ancell,  Johu  J 540 

Anderson,  George  T 706,  707 

Anderson,  Joseph  R 877, 881 

Andrews,  George  L 375 

Archer,  J.  J 897 

Archer,  William  M 512 

Armistead,  Lewis  A 817 

Arndt,  Albert ' 264 

Averell,  William  W 234 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 465 

Baily,  William  P 78 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 525 

.Barbour,  William  M 896 

Barksdale,  William , 750 

Barlow,  Francis  C 65, 66 

Barnes,  Dixon 862 

Barnes,  James 298 

Bartlett,  Henry  C 156 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J 446 

Bartram,  Nelson  B 335 

Battey,  William  H 603 

Baylor,  William  S.  H 579 

Benuiug,  Henry  L 702,  703 

Benson,  Henry 251 

Berdan,  Hiram 278 

Berry,  Hiram  G 184, 185 

Berry,  Thomas  J 604 

Birney,  David  B 179, 181 

Bishop,  Edwin 442 

Blaisdell,  William 126 

Blake,  George  A.  H 44 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  25-July  1 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Blunt,  Matthew  M 368 

Botts,  Lawson 575, 576 

Brady,  James 200 

Brarnhall,  Walter  M 105 

Branch,  James  R 908 

Branch,  L.O’B 881 

Brockenbrough,  ,J.  M 843 

Brooks,  William  C.  F 755 

Brooks,  William  T.  H 476 

Brown,  Henry  W 443 

Brown,  J.  Thompson 549,551 

Brown,  William  L 176 

Buchanan,  Robert  C 358 

Buck,  Samuel  L 440,442 

Burnham,  Hiram 470 

Burns,  William  W 90 

Butterheld,  Daniel 315,  318 

Cabell,  Joseph  R 826, 827 

Cake,  Henry  L ^ 454 

Caldwell,  John  C * 60 

Campbell,  Hugh  S 343,346 

Campbell,  James  D 473 

Carlisle,  J.  Howard 268 

Carmical,  George  H 710 

Carpenter,  John  C 574 

Carr,  Joseph  B 149, 150 

Casey,  Silas 482 

Childs,  James  H 406 

Christie,  Daniel  H 646 

Clitz,  Henry  B 366 

Cobb,  Amasa 475 

Cobb,  Howell 748 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R 524 

Collins,  Joseph  B 364 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George 41 

Cooper,  James  H 409,410 

Couch,  Darius  N 201,202 

Cowan,  Robert  H 890 

Cowdin,  Robert 124, 125 

Craig,  Calvin  A 179 

Crenshaw,  William  G 902 

Crutchfield,  S 560 

Cumming,  J.  B 704 

Cunningham,  R.  H 586 

Cutts,  A.  S 547 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.T 93 

Daniel,  Junius 913 

Davidson,  John  W 480 

Dawson,  George  O 711,  712 

l)e  Ross(“t,  William  L 657 

l)c  Russy,  Gustaviis  A 104 

Deshlcr,  James 910,912 

G8  B R— VOL  XI,  PT  H 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  Juiie25-July  1— Coutiiiued. 

Keports  of 

Dillmau,  Louis 187 

Donalds,  Alfred  A 147 

Douglicrty,  Edward 207 

Douglass,  Marcellus 599,600 

Duryea,  Hiram 381 

Dyckman,  Garrett 191 

Early,  Jubal  A 611 

Edmonds,  E.  C 822,823 

Edwards,  John 355 

Edwards,  O.  E.. 866 

Elder,  Samuel  S 257 

Estes,  John  B 656 

Ewell,  Kichard  S 605 

Fairbanks,  John  D 190 

Fardella,  Eurico 183 

Farnsworth,  John  F 232 

Featherston,  Winfield  S 781,784,785 

Field,  Charles  W 841 

Fiser,  John  C 753 

Floyd- Jones,  De  Laucey 374 

Frank,  John  D 52 

Frauklin,  William  B 429 

French,  William  H 75,77 

Frick,  Jacob  G 450 

Gaillard,  F 733 

Garland,  Samuel,  jr 639 

Garnett,  John  J 693 

Gayle,  B.  B 638 

Getty,  George  W 252 

Gilliam,  James  S 820 

Gleason,  Shepard 310 

Goode,  Thomas  F 526 

Gordon,  John  B 633,637 

Graham,  Charles  K 148 

Graham,  Joseph 796 

Grammer,  John,  jr 832 

Grant,  Lewis  A 478 

Gregg,  Maxcy 852,858 

Grier,  William  N 45 

Griffin,  Charles 312 

Griffin,  E.  S 602 

Grimes,  Carey  F 801 

Grover,  Cuvier 120,122 

Grower,  William  T.  C 337 

Guild,  Lafayette 501 

Hall,  George  B 144 

Hamilton,  D.  H 860 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 466 

Hastings,  George  G 279 

Hays,  Alexander 177 

Hays,  George  S 413 

Hays,  William 24‘^ 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  25-July  1 — Coutiuucd. 

Eeports  of 

Haywood,  Edward  Gialiaui 886 

Heiutzelman,  Samuel  P 95,98, 102 

Henagau,  John  W 743 

Hendrickson,  Thomas 373 

Hexamer,  William 436 

Hill,  Ambrose  P 834, 840 

Hill,  Daniel  H 622, 623 

Hodges,  James  Gregory : 821 

Hoke,  Robert  F 894 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 906 

Holmes,  William  R 699 

Holt,  Thomas 142 

Hood,  John  B 568 

Hooker,  Joseph - 108, 110, 116 

Howe,  Albion  P 207 

Huger,  Benjamin 787, 791 

Huger,  Frank 816 

Huliugs,  Thomas  M 472 

Humphrey,  William 188 

Hunt,  Henry  J 236 

Hyde,  John  B 285 

Jackson,  C.  Feger 422 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 552 

James,  Waddy  T 833 

Jastram,  Pardon  S 168 

Johnson,  Bradley  T 620 

Johnson,  Marmaduke 885 

Jones,  David  R 688 

Jones,  Frank  F 511 

Jones,  H.  P 652 

Jones,  William  M 712,713 

Kearny,  Philip 161,165 

Kellogg,  Elisha  S 969 

Kemper,  Del 732 

Kemper,  James  L 762 

Kershaw,  J.  B 725 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 192 

Kimball,  John  W 88 

King,  Rufus,  jr 57 

Kingsbury,  Henry  W 286 

Kirby,  Edmund 85 

Kirk,  J ames  T 424 

Kirkpatrick,  Thomas  J 545 

Lamsou,  Daniel  S 128 

Lane,  Henry 588 

Lane,  James  H 892 

Lane,  John 548 

Langley,  Samuel  G 63 

Lansing,  Henry  S 330, 332 

Tjawton,  Alexander  R 594,597 

Lee,  Fitzhugh 526 

Lee,  Robert  E 489 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  25- July  1 — Coutinued. 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Steplieu  D 745,746 

Leigh,  B.  W 590 

Livingston,  La  Rtiett  L 270 

Longstreet,  James 756 

Lord,  Nathan,  jr 480 

Lovell,  Charles  S 370 

Lowe,  J.  H 602 

Luffman,  William 714 

Luse,  William  H 754 

McAllister,  Robert 439 

McArthur,  James  H 46 

McCall,  George  A 384, 393 

McClellan,  George  B 19 

McElroy,  Kennon 752 

McGowan,  Samuel 868 

McIntosh,  D.  J 860 

McKeen,  H.  Boyd 69 

McLaws,  Lafayette 715 

Magill,  William  J 709 

Magilton,  Albert  L 421 

Magruder,  John  B ' 659,660,674 

Mahoue,  William 796, 798, 799 

Mallory,  Francis 846 

Manning,  Van  H 914 

Marshall,  J.  Foster 871 

Marston,  Gilman 129, 131 

Martin,  Augustus  P 283 

Martin,  R.  W 831 

Martin,  Will  T 528 

Martindale,  John  H 288 

Massie,  John  L 544 

Masters,  L 905 

Matheson,  Roderick  ..  460 

Mayo,  Robert  M 844 

Meagher,  Thomas  Francis 70,72 

Meginuis,  John  C 458 

Miles,  John  B 474 

Milledge,  John,  jr 541 

Miller,  Theodore 198 

Millicau,  William  T 701 

Morell,  George  W 271 

' Morgan,  Charles  H 258 

Moseley,  William  P 588 

Mott,  Gershom 154 

Munk,  William 205 

Nance,  James  D 734,737,739 

Neff,  John  F 583 

Nelson,  William 542 

Newton,  John 456 

O’Connell,  John  D 369 

Olmsted,  William  A 158, 160 

Osborn,  Thomas  W 118 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  1 — Contiiiuod. 

Reports  of 

Page,  R.  C.  M 54G 

Palmer,  Innis  N 213 

Peck,  Jolm  J 21.0 

Pender,  William  D H98 

Pendleton,  William  N .^>33 

Pettit,  Rnfns  D .'iti 

Pinckney,  Joseph  C 79 

Pleasonton,  Alfred 47 

Poague,  William  T .'373 

Poland,  John  S 372 

Porter,  Fitz  John 221,  223, 227,  229 

Pryor,  Roger  A 779 

Ramsey,  John 153 

Randol,  Alanson  M 253, 2.54, 257 

Randolph,  Beverly 512 

Randolph,  George  E 105 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr 791,  793, 795 

■ Reichenhacher,  Martin 200 

Revere,  Joseph  W 155 

Rhett,  A.  Burnet 053 

Rice,  James  C 337,341 

Richardson,  Charles 538 

Richardson,  Israel  B 53 

Richardson,  Robert  M 320,  328,  329 

Rijiley,  Roswell  S 047 

Roberts,  Charles  W 290 

Roberts,  Horace  S 300 

Robertson,  James  M 240, 248, 2.50 

Robinson,  John  C 173, 175, 170 

Rodes,  R.  E 030 

Ronald,  Charles  A .577 

Rosser,  Thomas  L 532 

Rowley,  Thomas  A 210 

Rnehlo,  John  V 323,325 

Rash,  Richard  H 45 

Sampson,  Walter  S 303 

Sands,  Robert  M 036 

Schack,  George  von 04 

Schoetfel,  Francis  A 308 

Seaver,  .Toel  J 4.51 

Sedgwick,  .John 80 

Seeley,  Francis  W 100 

Scmmes,  PanlJ 720,722,725 

Seymonr,  Trnman .398 

Sickel,  Horatio  G 419 

Sickles,  Daniel  E 134, 137, 140 

Simpson,  James  H 444 

Simpson,  John  G 407 

Slocum,  Henry  W 432,434 

Smead,  .John  R 200,202 

Smith,  G.  C 582 

Smith,  Thomas 905 
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Seven-Days’  Battles.  June  2S-Jiily  1— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Smitli,  William 803 

Smith,  William  F 462 

Snow,  Alonzo 267 

Stafford,  Leroy  A 619 

Stanshnry,  Smith 510 

Starke,  William  E 848 

Starr,  Samuel  II 1,52 

Stevens,  Ambrose  A 189 

Stockton,  T.  B.  W 321 

Stone,  Roy 414,416 

Stone,  Valentine  H 201 

Stoughton,  Edwin  IT 478 

Strange,  John  B 767,768 

Striker,  D.  L 78 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B 513 

Stnrtcvant,  Edward  E 63 

Sully,  Alfred 86 

Sumner,  Edwin  V 49-52 

Sykes,  George 348 

Taggart,  John  H 426-428 

Taylor,  George  W 437 

Taylor,  Nelson 145 

Thompson,  James 170,172 

Tidhall,  John  C 243, 245 

Tileston,  George  F 127 

Tilton,  William  S 300 

Tipson,  William 158 

Tomlin,  H.  B 828, 

Tompkins,  Charles  IT 82 

Tompkins,  John  A 84 

Toombs,  Robert 695,696 

Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A 439 

Town,  Gnstavus  W 461 

Trimble,  Isaac  R 614,617 

Vermillion,  John  M 589 

Vinton,  Francis  L 472 

Waddill,  George  M 829 

Walker,  James  A 610 

Walker,  Thomas  W 361 

Walton,  J.  B 762 

Warren,  E.  T.  H 592 

Warren,  Gonvernenr  K 377 

Webb,  James  E 511 

Weed,  Stephen  H 353 

Weeden,  William  B 281 

Wells,  George  D 1.32,133 

Wessells,  Henry  W 220 

West,  Robert  M 196 

Whiting,  W.  IT.  C 562,565 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M 770, 775 

Wilkins,  John  D 363 

Winder,  Charles  S 569 

Wise,  Henry  A 916 
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Beven-Days’  Battles.  Juno  2.5-Jnly  1— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Wolcott,  John  W •. 2C)5 

Wooding,  George  W r>9.] 

Woods,  Ellianon  W 177 

Woolfollc,  James 7)4 1 

Wright,  Ambrose  R 804,  808 

Wyman,  Powell  T 127 

Seven  Pines,  Va.  Battle  of.  May  31-,Jnno  1.  (See  Fair  Oaks,  Va.) 

Seymour,  I.  G.  Mentioned 484,  .552,  .554, 572,  (>05, 009, 020, 975, 980 

Seymour,  Truman. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 395 

Mentioned 21,  32, 101 , 115, 171, 223, 22(5, 228, 230, 201, 203, 272, 

275,  384-387,  .389,  390,  392,  394-390,398,  400,  401,  409,  412,  420,  428,429 
Report  of  operations  June  15-Jnly  1,  including  Mech.anicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 398 

Shackelford,  Gardner.  Mentioned 848 

Shackelford,  J.  C.  Mentioned 839,898 

Shaffer,  A.  Webeter.  Mentioned 342,343 

Shaler,  Alexander.  Mentioned 141,212 

Shanklin,  James  N.  Mentioned 850 

Shannon,  Richard  C.  Mentioned 430 

Sharp,  Private.  Mentioned 564 

Shaw,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 479 

Shaw,  James  C.  Mentioned 191 

Shaw,  J.  Emmett.  Mentioned .530,531 

Shaw,  Jo.siah.  Mentioned 445 

Shelley,  James  E.  Mentioned 774 

Shelton,  George  J.  Mentioned 827 

Shepard,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 418 

Shepherd,  Daniel  M.  Mentioned 694 

Shepherd,  Melville  J.  Mentioned 767 

Shepherd,  W.  S.  Mentioned 699 

Sherer,  William  H.  Mentioned 011,991 

Sheridan,  Andrew.  Mentioned 302 

Sherman,  Roger.  Mentioned 419 

Sherrard,  Frank  D.  Mentioned 611,991 

Sherwin,  Thomas,  jr.  Mentioned .304 

Shewell,  De  Benneville  B.  Mentioned 93,989 

Shewmake,  V.  P.  Mentioned 985 

Shields,  James.  Mentioned 490 

Shields,  John  G.  Mentioned 993 

Shingleur,  James  A.  Mentioned 942 

Shirley,  Va.  Capture  of  arms  at,  by  Conlcderates,  July  4.  Report  of  James 

D.  Nance 739 

Shivers,  W.  R.  Mentioned 804-806 

Shortridge,  Eli.  Mentioned 993 

Shorts,  William  W.  Mentioned 482 

Shotwell,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned 839, 902 

Shugrue,  Charles.  Mentioned 457 

Shute,  William.  Mentioned 373 

Sickel,  Horatio  G. 

Mentioned 392,  405, 949 

Report  of  operations  Juno  26-30,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill, 
and  Glendale 419 
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Sickles,  Daniel  E. 

Mentioned 23, 20, 96, 97, 103, 108, 109,  111,  112, 116, 121, 

123; 132, 143, 149, 151, 154, 155, 159, 160, 204, 212, 230, 326, 519, 805-807 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-Jn]y  1,  including;  Oak  Grove,  Peach  Orchard, 

Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 134, 137, 140 

Sidelinger,  Simon  M.  Mentioned * 85 

Sikes,  J.  H.  Mentioned 985 

Simmons,  Seneca  G.  Mentioned :)2, 387,  390,  396, 400, 403, 414, 989 

Simmons,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 839,878 

Simon,  Charles.  Mentioned 466 

Simons,  James,  jr.  Mentioned 983 

Simpson,  A.  M.  Mentioned 827 

Simpson,  James  H. 

Mentioned 388,  389,  433, 434 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27  444 

Simpson,  John  G.  Report  of  operations  June  26-27,  including-  Mechauics- 

ville  aud  Gaines’  Mill 407 

Simpson,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 763, 765 

Simpson,  W.  D.  Mentioned 839,869,870 

Sims,  William  Joseph.  Mentioned 994 

Sinclair,  James  B.  Mentioned 370 

Sinclair,  Jefferson.  Mentioned 725 

Sinclair,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 644 

Singleton,  James.  Mentioned 828 

Singleton,  Joseph.  Mentioned  827 

Sirles,  John  R.  Mentioned 987 

Skillen,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 27r,313, 988 

Skinner,  Thomas.  Mentioned 343 

Skinner,  T.  L.  Mentioned  624,  629, 648,  651 

Slade,  J.  J.  Mentioned 724 

Slatersviile,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  May  9.  (See  New  Kent  Court-House,  Fa.) 

Slaughter,  P.  P.  Mentioned 758 

Slipper,  Augustus  J.  Mentioned 212 

Sloan,  B.  Mentioned 788,791 

Sloan,  H.  T.  Mentioned 876 

Sloan,  J.  B.  Mentioned 457 

Sloan,  Jo.  Berry.  Mentioned 873 

Sloan,  John  B.  Mentioned 875 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned 21, 

22, 34, 99-101, 106, 162, 166, 182,  197, 217, 225,  429-431, 437,  446,  447,  956 
Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  3,  including  Gaines’ Mill,  Glendale,  and 

IMalveru  Hill 432,  434 

Slocum,  William  H.  Mentioned 85 

Smead,  A.  Mentioned 559 

Smead,  John  R. 

Mentioned 236, 241, 252, 253, 400,  405 

Reports  of  operations  May  11-July  2,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Malvern  Cliff 260,262 

Smith,  Lieutenant.  (8th  Illinois  Cavalry.)  Mentioned 204 

Smith,  Lieutenant.  (12th  New  York  Infantry.)  Mentioned 327,329 

Smith,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 754 

Smith,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 240 

Smith,  A.  G.  Mentioned 825 
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Smith,  A.  M.  Mentioned 839,801 

Smith,  A.  P.  Mentioned 991 

Smith,  Austin  E.  Mentioned 564 

Smith,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 374 

Smith,  Benjamin  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 783 

Smith,  C.  P.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 918,920 

Smith,  B.T.  Mentioned 848 

Smith,  G.  C.  Report  of  operations  Jnne  27-3 nly  1,  inclndini*;  (taines’  Mill 

and  Malvern  Hill 582 

Smith,  George  W.  Mentioned 158 

Smith,  H.  E.  Mentioned 361,308,369 

Smith,  J.  Mentioned 993 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned 358 

Smith,  James  A.  Mentioned 848 

Smith,  James  M.  Mentioned 599 

Smith,  James  R.  Mentioned 380 

Smith,  J.  B.  Mentioned 994 

Smith,  John  K.  Mentioned 897 

Smith,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned 242 

Smith,  Lemuel.  Mentioned 353, 355 

Smith,  Levi  B.  Mentioned 626 

Smith,  Nat.  M.  Mentioned 985 

Smith,  Rol-ert  A.  Mentioned 623,  629,  (548,  651, 050 

Smith,  Sion  B.  Mentioned 424 

Smith,  Thomas.  (73d  New  York.)  Mentioned 952 

Smith,  Thomas.  (22d  Virginia  Battalion! ) Report  of  operations  Jnne  26-July 

1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  and  Glendale 905 

Smith,  T.  J.  Mentioned 702 

Smith,  William. 

Mentioned 798,799,802 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 803 

Smith,  William  F. 

Mentioned 21, 22,  35, 50, 55, 

60, 72,  83, 84,  86, 88, 89,  95, 98,  99, 118, 202, 218, 223,  226, 237, 246, 252, 258, 
259,  264,273,  279,  318,  319,341,421,  429-431,441,  401,472,481,970,  971 

Report  of  o])erations  June  26-July  3,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Farms,  Savage  Station,  and  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge 462 

Smith,  William  H.  Mentioned 988 

Smith,  William  Proctor.  Mentioned 027 

Smith,  William  R.  Mentioned 528, 530, 531 

Snead,  C.  H.  Mentioned 985 

Snead,  W.  L.  Mentioned 594 

Sneed,  R.  L.  Mentioned 827 

Snider,  Robert.  Mentioned 409 

Snow,  Alonzo.  Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 267 

Snyder,  James  A.  Mentioned 352 

Sorrel,  G.  M.  Mentioned 7.58,760 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries;  German  Artillery  (/Mc/rmaw),  488, 512,  831,983;  Pee 
Dee  Artillery  (McIntosh),  488,  503,  540,  834,  835,  858,  800,  877,  878,  880, 983; 
Rhett’s,  485,  489, 507, 512, 534,  561,  624,  626,  648,  652-655,  976, 984  ; Wash- 
ington Artillery  (Bari),  485,  (j91,  693,  694,  747,  978. 

Cavalry— Compares;  Boykin  Rangers,  530. 
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South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infjintry — Battalions:  4th  (MatUson),  48C,  502,507,979,989.  Regiments: 
l.st  Rifles  (Marshall),  487,  .503,  853-855,  857,  861,871-877,  982,  989;  1st 
(JIamilion),  487,  503,  853-8.57,  859-866,  874,  982;  2d  Rifles,  486,  502,  508, 
980,989;  2d  (Kennedy),  485,  505,  716,  726-731,  733-735,  737-739,  744,  978, 

979,  989 ; 3d  (Nance),  485, 505,  509,  726, 727,  730, 731, 734-739,  978, 979, 989 ; 

5th  (Giles),  486,  502,  508,  979,  990;  6th  (Bratton),  486,  502,  508,980,  990; 

7th  (Aiken),  485,  505,  716,  726,  727,  730,  731,  739-743,  978,979;  8th  (Ilen- 
agan),  485,  .505,  509,  716, 727,  730,  731,  743-745,  978,  979,  990;  12th  (Barnes), 

487,  .503, 8.5.3-8.57, 861-866, 869, 874, 982,  990;  13th  (Edwards),  487,  .503,  853, 

854,  856,857,861,  866-869,  874,  982;  14th  (McGoiean),  487,  503,  8.37,  838, 

8.52,  856,  865,  868-871, 874, 982, 990  ; 18th  (Gadterry),  962, 963. 

Sharpshooters — Regiments : Palmetto,  486, 502, 979, 989. 

Miscellaneous — Hampton  Legion,  483,  489,  499,  503,  508,  513,  532, 5.54, 555, 
563-565,  568-570, 577, 606, 639,  973, 984. 

Spangler,  John  W.  Mentioned 966 

Sparr,  Frederick.  Mentioned 79 

Spaulding,  Steamer.  Mentioned 48 

Spaulding,  Edward  J.  Mentioned 49 

Spellman,  Dominick.  Mentioned 862 

Spencer,  T.  Ru.sh.  Mentioned 352 

Sprague,  Frederick  H.  Mentioned 644 

Sproat,  E.  L.  Mentioned 88 

Squires,  C.  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Walton 925 

Mentioned 762, 925 

Report  of  oper.ations  against  Union  shipping  on  James  River,  July  5-7 925 

Stacey,  M.  H.  Mentioned 368 

Stafford,  L.  A. 

Mentioned 484, 607 

Report  of  operations  .Tune  27-.Tnly  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill ! 619 


Stallworth,  E.  Mentioned 682,720,742 

Stanard,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned 666,673 

Stanchfield,  W.  H.  Mentioned 470,471 

Stanhope,  Philip  W.  Mentioned 368 

Stansbury,  Smith.  Report  of  ordnance,  etc.,  captured  during  Seven-Days’ 

Battles,  June  25-July  1,  and  received  at  Richmond  Arsenal 510 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned 232, 247 

Stanton,  John  P.  Mentioned 329 

Stark,  A.  W.  Mentioned 916 

Starke,  William  E. 

Mentioned 836, 839, 841 , 842,  846 

Report  of  operations  Juno  26-,Tuly  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Glendale 848 

Starr,  Samuel  H. 

Mentioned 152, 154 

Report  of  operations  June  28-Jul3'’  1 152 

Stearns,  James  P.  Mentioned * 302 

Steele,  A.  N.  Mentioned 778 

Steiner,  Frank.  Mentioned 547 

Stephan,  Carl.  Mentioned 294 

Stepping  Stones,  Steamer.  Mentioned 48 

Sternberg,  George  M.  Mentioned 363 
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Stevens,  Ambrose  A.  Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 18[) 

Stevens,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 450 

Stevens,  W.  H.  Mentioned 498, 499, 073, 907, 910 

Stevens,  William  L.  Mentioned 809 

Stevens,  WilUam  O.  Mentioned 110,  130, 131, 138, 140, 142 

Stevenson,  C.  E.  Mentioned 851 

Stewart,  George  H.  Mentioned 991 

Stewart,  James  G.  Mentioned 037 

Stewart,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 520 

Stiff,  William  H.  Mentioned 848 

Stiles,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 302,304,300 

Stiles,  W.  H.  Mentioned 004 

Stitt,  William.  Mentioned 402,408 

Stocker,  A.  E.  Mentioned 392,405 

Stockton,  Francis  D.  Mentioned 889 

Stockton,  T.  B.  W. 

Mentioned 277, 318, 322 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Juno  27 321 

Stokes,  M.  S.  Mentioned 023,024,029,048,051 

Stone,  J.  M.  Mentioned 505 

Stone,  Roy. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 395 

Mentioned 387, 397-400,  404,  405,  425 

Reports  of  operations  Juno  20-Jnly  1,  including  MeaOow  Bridge,  Mecban- 

icsville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 414,410 

Stone,  Valentine  H.  Report  of  operations  June  29-30,  including  defense  of 

Jones’  Bridge,  Va 201 

Stone,  W.  M.  Mentioned 528, 531 

Stoneman,  George. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Averell 931 

Mentioned 19,  30, 40, 223, 233, 237, 

239,242,240,271,277,289,  295,  298,  299,  320,  330-335,  482,483,  510,  520 

Report  of  reconnaissance  on  Long  Bridge  Road,  July  9 930 

Storch,  Henry.  Mentioned 400 

Storer,  W.  B.  Mentioned 214 

Storrs,  George  S.  Mentioned 942 

Stoughton,  C.  B.  Mentioned - 470,478 

Stoughton,  Edwin  H. 

Mentioned 407 

Report  of  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  June  27 478 

Stovall,  Frank  M.  Mentioned " 980 

Stowell,  Edwin  S.  Mentioned 477 

Strange,  John  B. 

Mentioned 480,700,709 

Reports  of  operations  Juno  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Glen- 
dale  ! 707,708 

Street,  George  W.  Mentioned 847 

Street,  William  A.  Mentioned 848 

Streit,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 011,  991 

Stribling,  Robert  M,  Mentioned 702 

Striker,  D.  L. 

Mentioned 78,79 

Report  of  operations  Juno  29-July  1,  including  Savage  Station  and  Mal- 
vern Hill 78 
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Strickland,  H.  L.  Mentioned 986 

Strickland,  Joshua  P.  Mentioned 985 

Stringfellow,  Frank.  Mentioned 522 

Strother,  M.  W.  Mentioned.... 531 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B. 

Correspondence  AYith  Thomas  L.  Rosser ,523 

Mentioned 488-490, 493,  497,  499,  524-.52G,  5.53,  627,  678,  685, 925, 926 

Report  of  operations  June  26-Jnly  10,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Bottom’s 
Bridge,  White  House,  Jones’  Bridge,  Herring  Creek,  and  Union  shipping 

on  James  RiAmr 513 

Stuart,  J.  Hardeman.  Mentioned f. ..  .522 

Stuart,  Joseph.  Mentioned 989 

Stuart,  William.  Mentioned 466 

Stuckley,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 870 

Studdeford,  J.  S.  Mentioned 445,446 

Sturdevant,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 436 

Sturges,  John  R.  Mentioned 805,816,985 

Sturges,  W.  G.  Mentioned *. 186 

Sturrock,  Robert  W.  Mentioned 989 

Sturtevant,  Edward  E. 

Mentioned 63 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 63 

Suber,  C.  H.  Mentioned 869 

Sublett,  D.  L.  Mentioned 569 

Suiter,  James  A.  Mentioned 88,89,94 

Sullivan,  James.  Mentioned 261 

Sully,  Alfred. 

Mentioned 25,81,82,84,89 

Report  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  White  Oak  Swamy)  Bridge,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 86 

Summers,  John  C.  Mentioned 8.50 

Summers,  Lewis  P.  Mentioned 851 

Sumner,  Edwin  V. 

Mentioned 22, 24, 37, 52, 54, 55, 62, 63, 72, 74, 81, 83, 87, 

89-94,96,98-102,106,110-113,115,116,118,  122,  123,  134,  137-139,  158, 
163,202,204,229,  230,234,  238,  266,  394,  397,  429-431,  464,  921,  956,  965 
Reports  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 

Station,  Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 49-52 

Sumner,  Samuel,  jr.  Mentioned 990 

Surbaugh^  Andrew.  Mentioned 850 

Sutherland,  William.  Mentioned 125,126,986 

Swain,  Clinton.  Mentioned 68 

Swaine,  Patrick.  Mentioned 107 

Swearingen,  T.  Brent.  Mentioned 402,405,423 

Sweeney,  John.  Mentioned 862 

Sweeney,  R.  S. 

Mentioned 684 

Statement  of  Magruder’s  movements,  July  1 684 

Sweeney,  S.  B. 

Mentioned 676,677 

Statement  of  Magruder’s  movements,  July  1 675 

Sweeny,  Stephen  B.  Mentioned 832 

Sweet,  John  J.  Mentioned 46,47,990 

Sweetland,  James  C.  Mentioned 972 
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Pafie. 

Sweitzer,  Jacob  B.  Mentioned 277,313 

Swindler,  A.  A.  Mentioned 765 

Swoope,  George  W.  Mentioned 581 

Sycamore  Church,  Va. 

Keconnaissance  bej’^ond,  from  Coggin’s  Point,  August  4-5.  Reports  of  John 

D.  Wilkins  948,349 

Skirmish  at,  August 3.  (See  James  River,  Va.  Reconnaissance  on  south  side  of. ) 

Sydnor,  R.  B.  D.  Mentioned 844 

Sydnor,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 625,630 

Sykes,  George. 

Mentioned 20, 22,  31, 47,  71, 99, 119, 185, 202, 222, 224-227, 

229, 230, 237,  244,  245,  250,  251,  264,  272,  273,  275, 276, 284, 286, 287, 289- 
291,  296,319,  320,  356,  362,  364,  366,  380,  400-402,  424,433,447,603,  837 
Rei)ort  of  operations  Juno  26-July  1,  including  Gaines'  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 348 

Sykes,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 753 

Sykes,  W.  G.  Mentioned 783,  785,  786 

Symonds,  John  H.  M(  ntibned 302,306 

Symonton,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 770 

Taft,  E.  D.  Mentioned 240,270 

Taggart,  James.  Mentioned 418 

Taggart,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 396 

Mentioned 387,394,400 

Reports  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ 

Mill,  and  Glendale 426-428 

Taggart,  M.  C.  Mentioned 856,868,869 

Talcott,  T.  M.  R.  Mentioned 498,818 

Taliaferro,  John.  Mentioned 535 

Tallen,  J.  B.  Mentioned 993 

Talley,  W.H.  Mentioned 864 

Tallin,  Joseph.  Mentioned 132 

Tansill,  G.  S.  Mentioned 766 

Tansill,  Robert.  Mentioned  564 

Tapper,  Thomas  F.  B.  Mentioned 405,421 

Tarpley,  L.  P.  H.  Mentioned 824,826,828 

Tate,  George  F.  Mentioned 380 

Tay,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 442 

Tayloe,  J.  W.  Mentioned 630,739 

Taylor,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 862 

Taylor,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 932 

Taylor,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 355 

Taylor,  F.  W.  Mentioned 645 

Taylor,  George  R.  Mentioned 851 

Taylor,  George  W. 

Mentioned 34, 101, 163,  164, 225, 226,  384,  432,  4.33,  435, 436,  442,  444, 461 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 437 

Taylor,  Henry  P.  Mentioned 268 

Taylor,  Isaac.  Mentioned 353 

Taylor,  Jacob  N.  Mentioned 850 

Taylor.  John  G.  Mentioned 760,783,786,987 

Taylor,  John  T.  Mentioned 988 

Taylor,  Murray.  Mentioned,  839 
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Taylor,  Nelson. 

Mentioned 13.^3, 138, 140-142 

Keports  of 

Malvern  Hill,  Operations  August  4-7,  including  reoccupation  of 952 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Oxierations  July  1,  including  battle  of  Malvern 

Hill 145 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned 484, 577, 620 

Taylor,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 991 

Taylor,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 464,475,481 

Taylor,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 880 

Taylor,  T,  W.  Mentioned 532 

Taylor,  Walter  H.  Mentioned 498,605,065,687,790 

(For  corresi)ondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Taylor,  William.  Mentioned 779 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5r//77e/7fs;  1st,  2.32,  276,  309,  487,504,897,898;  7tli,  309,487,504, 

897, 898 ; 14th,  309,  487, 504,  897. 

Terry,  H.  L.  Mentioned 470, 478 

Terry,  William.  Mentioned 578, 579 

Tew,  C.  C.  Mentioned 628 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  483, 503, 563,  565,  .567-569, 973, 990 ; 4th,  483, 503, 

508,  .556,  ,563-  565,  567-569, 973, 990 ; 5th,  483,  503, 554,  563, 565, 567-569, 606, 


607, 615, 973, 990. 

Thacker,  L.  W.  Mentioned 

Thierman,  August.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  A.  L.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  Benjamin  N.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  Edward  L.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  L.  P.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  R.  P.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  S.  B.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  W.  B.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  George  W.  Mentioned  . . 
Thompson,  James. 

MentioneU 

Reports  of  ox^erations  June  28-30, 

dale 

Thompson,  Jesse.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  John  H.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  John  J.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  L.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  Walter  A.  Mentioned  ... 
Thompson,  Williams.  Mentioned. .. 

Thompson,  W.  L.  Mentioned 

Threatt,  W.  Mentioned 

Throop,  William  A.  Mentioned 

Thourot,  Louis.  Mentioned 

Thruston,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned 

Thurmond,  William.  Mentioned 

Thur.ston,  E.  N.  Mentioned 

Thurston,  Thomas  H.  MentioneJ 


768 

368 

381 

343 

487,836,839,877-880 

878 

526 

783 

987 

88 

103, 164-168, 173, 177, 178, 255, 256, 404 

including  Peach  Orchard  and  Glen- 

170,172 

541 

802 

302,306 

343 

302,303,306,987 

985 

391,405,420 

990 

745 

308 

208 

651,657,659 

944 

682,690,692,706 

848 
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Thyiig,  George  H.  Mentioued 132 

Tidball,  John  C. 

Mentioned 242,  243, 248,  249, 28(5,  352,  354,  358,  359 

Deports  of  operations  Juno  27-July  G,  ineluding  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 
Hill 243,245 


Tileston,  George  F.  Report  of  operations  June  29-30,  ineluding  Peach  Or- 


chard and  Glendale 127 

Tilghmaii,  John  L.  Mentioned 817 

Tillepaugh,  J.  M.  Mentioned 405 

Tilley,  John  M.  Mentioued 096,985 

Tilton,  William  S. 

Mentioued 277,291,304 


Report  of  operations  Juno  26-27,  including  Mcchanicsville  and  Gaines’ 


Mill 


300 


Timberlake,  D.  A.  Mentioned.. 522,523 

Tinder,  George  T.  Mentioned 694 

Tipson,  William  S.  Rei)ort  of  operations  June  28-July  1 158 

Todd,  George  F.  Mentioned... 985 

Todd,  Robert.  Mentioned 848 

Tolies,  C.  W.  Mentioned 432 

Tomlin,  H.  B. 

Mentioned 673 

Report  of  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1 828 

Tompkins,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 25, 82, 169 

Rei)ort  of  operations  June  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Glendale, 
and  Malvern  Hill 82 

Tompkins,  John  A. 

Mentioned 82-84 

Report  of  operations  Juno  29-July  1,  including  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Sta- 
tion, Glendale,  and  Malvern  Hill 84 

Tompkins,  S.  H.  Mentioned. 849,851,991 

Toombs,  Robert. 

Mentioned 661 , 92,  468,  485, 504 , 542, 547,  612, 628, 

661,  669,  671, 673,  682, 687-694, 701, 702,  706,  761,  921,  957,  958,  964,  977 
Reports  of  operations  Juno  27-July  1,  including  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s 

Parnis  and  Malvern  Hill 695,696 

Toomer,  Shelton.  Mentioned 637 

Toon,  William  H,  Mentioued 625, 644 

Torbert,  A.  T.  A. 

Mentioned 438 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  '^1 439 

Towers,  John  R.  Mentioned 463,  481,  706,  711 

Towle.s,  W.  E.  Mentioned 522 

Town,  Gustavus  W.  Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’ Mill,  June  27  461 

Town,  Thomas  H.  Mentioued 235 

Townes,  D.  C.  Mentioned 825,827 

Townsend,  John  T.  Mentioned ; 988 

Townsend,  W.  P.  Mentioued 569 

Tracy,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned 368 

Tracy,  W.  C.  Mentioned 470, 478 

Trader,  James  H.  Mentioned 848 

Treat,  William.  Mentioped.. 636 
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Treichel,  Charles.  Mentioned 235 

Tremain,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 136, 142, 143 

Trentlen,  John  F.  Mentioned 605,606 

Trepp,  Gaspard.  Mentioned 467,  468 

Trezevant,  Corporal.  Mentioned 898,973 

Trimble,  Isaac  R. 

Mentioned 484,  506,  510,  552, 554,  555,  558,  566,  567,  605-608, 620, 975 

Kejiorts  of  opera, tions  June  26  July  4,  including  Guinea’  Mill,  Malvern  Hill, 

and  Westover 614,617 

Tripp,  Porter  D.  Mentioned .* 122,126 

Trotman,  John.  Mentioned 645 

Trott,  George  L.  Mentioned 986 

Troup,  J.  Robert.  Mentioned 682, 697, 698,  704, 705 

Tucker,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 851 

Tucker,  George  T.  Mentioned 828 

Tucker,  Isaac  M.  Mentioned 433, 438, 442,  443, 987 

Tucker,  Thomas  S.  B.  Mentioned 681,717 

Tunstall’s  Station,  Va.  Ox)eratious  about,  June  28.  (^ee  White  Hoime,  Va.) 
Turkey  Bridge,  Va. 

Destruction  of,  July  2. 

Communications  from  Kobert  M.  West 206 

Report  of  Martin  Keiclienbacber 206 

(See  also  report  of  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  p.  194.) 

Engagement  near,  June  30.  (See  il/uZrera  CAiff,  Fa.) 

Turnbull,  John  G.  Mentioned 271 

Turner,  G.  P.  Mentioned 665 

Turner,  James  B.  Mentioned 72,75 

Turner,  J.  McLeod.  Mentioned 887,889 

Turner,  John  B.  Mentioned 594 

Turner,  T.  T.  Mentioned 607 

Tuttle,  Oscar  S.  Mentioned 477,480 

Tyler,  Private.  Mentioned 755 

Tyler,  Philip  H.  Mentioned 284 

Tyler,  Robert  O.  Mentioned 34, 229, 238, 351 

Tyree,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 825,827 

Uhri,  George.  INIentioned 466 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Hooker’s  division,  June  2-24 117 

Seven-Days’  Battles,  June  25- July  1 24-41, 150,  468,  469 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  Seven-Days’  Battles,  June  25-July  1 24-37 

Mentioned.  (Regulars.) 


Artillery— /?e5r//ne/7ts.'  1st  (Batteries),  E,  33,  171,  172,  237,  238,  252-257, 
390,  391,  394,  402,  404,  421,  850 ; G,  33,  990  ; H,  27,  116;  I,  25,  50,  51, 
82-86,  92 ; K,  33,  197,  237,  252,  257,  258,  949  ; 2d  (Batteries),  A,  33,  40, 
223,  230,  237,  242-249,  308,  348,  349,  353,  354,  35-*,  361,  362,  365,  367, 
515,  922;  B,’^  33,  40,  41,  45,  73,  223,  237,  242,  243,  246-251,  338,  362, 
965,  966 ; D,  35,  40,  432,  435,  456,  458 ; E,  34,  238,  268-270,  309,  350, 
463 ; G,  27,  100,  101,  103,  162-168,  170-173,  175-178,  185,  186,  255, 256, 
402,  404 ; L*  (see  Battery  B) ; M,  33,  46, 53,  204,  235,  237,  242,  243, 
251, 252, 254, 965,  966 ; 3d  (Batteries),  C,  t 33,  236, 242, 298,  330, 954, 955 ; 


* Batteries  B ami  L,  serving  as  korse  artillery  under  Kobertson. 
t Batteries  C and  G,  serving  under  Gibson.  . 
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Union  Troops— Continued. 

Mentioned.  (Regulars. ) 

Artillery — Regiments:  3d  {Batteries),  F,*  34,238,  270,  271,275,  287,  314; 
G (see  Battery  C) ; K (see  Battery  F) ; L (see  Battery  M) ; M,t  31, 
39,  40,  236-238,  271,  275,  286,  314,  348-350,  353,  356-358,  367,  370,  378, 
386,  399;  4th  (Battei'ies),  A t (see  Battery  C) ; C,  25,  50,  54-61,  66,  73,  80, 
83,  84,  466, 965,  990  ; G,  33, 197-199, 215,  219,  220, 237, 258,  259;  K,  28, 
38,  96,  100, 104,  106,  107,  109,  131,  136, 176,  204,  209,  435,  952,  953  ; 5th 
{Batteries),  A,  33,  105, 237,  238, 252,  253,  259, 260, 268, 275,  287,  314,  463; 
C,  32,  39,  40,  384,  387,  398-402,  411,  424,  990 ; D,  31,  40,  203,  211,  213, 
231,  271,  273,  275, 283,  286-288,  297,  314,  328,  349,  361,  367,  427,  541 ; F, 

36,  40,  77,  465,  466 ; I,  31,  40,  237,  238,  244,  262,  348-350,  353-355,  358, 
361,  362,  365,  367,  388,  515  ; K,  33,  39,  40,  236-238,  252,  253, 260  264,  350, 
384,  399,  400 ; M,  29,  196,  197,  201. 

Cavalry— /?e^//neA7ts;  1st,  36,  40-42,  44-46,  965,  990  ; 2d,  37,  47-49;  4th, 

37,  40  ; 5th,  36,  40-47,  931,  954,  955,  990  ; 6th,  36,  965,  966. 

Engineers — Battalions:  Duane’s,  36,  37. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7ts;  2d,  31,  40,  348,  350,  371-373,  376,  379,  401,  990; 
3d, 31, 40, 244,  348, 349, 351, 354,  358-364, 366, 369,  370, 948-950, 990 ; 4th, 
31,  40,  244,  348,  349,  351,  354,  358-360,  362,  364-366 ; 6th,  31,  40,  348, 

371,  373,  374,  379,  990;  8th,  37;  10th,  31,  41,  348,  349,367,  370,  371, 

372,  376,  377  ; 11th,  31,  41,  284,  348-350,  371,  374,  375,  379,  380 ; 12th, 
31,  41,  287,  348,  349,  358-362,  366-370,  378,  990 ; 14th,  31,  41,  310,  348, 
349,  351,  358-362, 366,  367, 369, 370,  990 ; 17th,  31, 41,  348,349,  367,  371, 
372,  375-377,  990. 

Volunteers — {Sharpshooters.)  Regiments  : 1st  {Berdan),  31,  39,  40,  66, 
68,  138,  203,  273,  275,  277-280,  289,  386,  398,  399,  415, 417, 467, 970, 990. 
(See  also  respective  States.) 


Upham,  John  J.  Mentioned 374 

Upton,  C.  Mentioned 564 

Urrast on,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 368 

Vallee,  Frank.  Mentioned 212 

Vance,  D.  M.  Mentioned 375 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.  Mentioned 793,794,808 

Van  de  Graaf,  A.  S.  Mentioned 836,839,897 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.  Mentioned 299,331 

Vanderhorst,  A.  Mentioned 564 

Van  Derlip,  William  L.  Mentioned 341 

Vanderzee,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 137,148 

Van  Duzer,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 990 

Vanlandingham,  N.  B.  Mentioned 865 

Vanneman,  Theodore  J.  Mentioned 239,267,268 

Van  Reed,  William  E.  Mentioned 261, 263, 399, 400 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen.  Mentioned 368 

Varney,  George.  Mentioned 277,291 

Vaughan,  A.  E.  Mentioned 848 

Vaughan,  G.W.  Mentioned 848 

Vawter,  J.  E.  Mentioned 987 

Veazey,  W.  G.  Mentioned 477 

Vegesack,  Ernest  von.  Mentioned 317-319,  324, 339, 340, 345 

Venable,  C.  S.  Mentioned  498,501 


(For  corre8i)oudence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Eobert  E.  Lee.) 


* Batteries  P and  K,  serving  under  Livingston, 
t Batteries  L and  M,  serving  under  Edwards, 
t Batteries  A and  C,  serving  under  Hazzard. 
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Vennett,  John  H.  Mentioned 106 

Verdery,  T.  J.  Mentioned 617 

Vermillion,  Dennis.  Mentioned 821,991 

Vermillion,  John  M.  Eeport  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  Gaines’ 

Mill  and  Malvern  Hill 589 

Vermont  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/?fs;  2d,  35,476,477,747  ; 3d,  35, 475, 477, 721, 990  ; 4th, 
35,467,468,476,478;  5th,  35,476-479,990;  6th,  35,467,468,476,477,480. 

Vezin.  H.  A.  Mentioned 928 

Vincent,  Albert  O.  Mentioned 243, 248, 250 

Vinton,  Francis  L. 

Mentioned 467, 480 

Report  of  action  at  Garnett’s  and  Golding’s  Farms,  June  27 472 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Alexandria  {Kemper),  485,505,664,666,716,718,726, 

727, 730, 732, 744, 747, 978 ; {Carpenter),  484, 505, 552,558,560, 571, 

574, 575, 973 ; Amherst  {Kirkpatrick),  486,  489,  533,  543,  545,  546,  746,  944 ; 
Ancell’s,  489,533,534,539,540 ; Armistead’s,  488,916 ; Ashland  ( Woolf  otic), 

485, 489, 533,  535, 537, 538, 541, 542, 548, 689, 693, 694, 746, 978 ; Branch’s,  488, 
907-910,  912,  915-917,  944,  984;  Charlottesville  {Carrington),  484,507,552, 

556, 560, 609, 975 ; Chew’s,  552 ; Clark’s,  485,  489, 533, 626, 652, 984 ; Court- 
ney’s, 484, 552, 556, 560, 618 ; Crenshaw’s,  488,  504, 834, 836, 837, 852-854, 
856-858,866,869,872,  902-904,  983;  Dabney’s,  489,  535,  542,  548,  689,  941, 

946;  Danville  { Wooding),  484,  552,  557,  561,  592-594,  974;  Dixie  {Chap- 
man), 489 ; Fauquier  {Stribling),  487,  818;  Fredericksburg  {Braxton),  488, 

512, 834, 835, 837, 898, 983 ; French’s,  488, 909-912, 915, 916, 984 ; Graham’s, 

488,  796,  907,  908,  910-913;  Grandy’s,  488,  912;  Hampden  {Caskie),  484, 

506;  Hanover  {Nelson),  485,511,561,626,630;  Huckstep’s,  489, 533,  535, 
543-545,652,944,984;  Huger’s,  487,788,792,805,816,817;  James  City 
{Richardson),  486,489,747;  Johnson’s,  488,503,834-837,858,882,884-886, 

983;  King  William  {Carter),  485,  507,  511,  561,  626,  630,  632,  633,  975; 
Latham  {Bearing),  489, 769;  Letcher  {Davidson),  488, 504, 538, 539, 839, 878, 

881;  Loudoun  {Rogers),  486, 521, 763, 924, 926, 927;  Magruder  ( T.  Jeff.  Page, 
jr. ),  486, 746, 747 ; Masters’,  488, 538-540, 905 ; Moorman’s,  487, 507, 628,643, 
790,798,801,802,  813,981,982;  Morris  {R.  C.M.  Page),  489,533,  543,546, 

944, 946 ; Orange  ( Peyton),4&b,  489, 533, 626, 652, 984 ; Portsmouth(  Grimes), 
487,489, 507, 788, 799, 801-803, 812, 813, 816, 818, 819, 982;  Powhatan(Dance), 

944, 945 ; Purcell  (Pegram),  488,  503,  512, 575,  8l3,  818,  819,  834,  837, 839, 

841, 843, 899, 900, 983, 990 ; Richmond,  Payette  {Macon),  489, 536, 549-551, 

944, 946 ; Richmond  Howitzers  {McCarthy),  486,  747, 751 ; {Smith),  486, 

489,  536,  549-551,  782,  783,  785,  981;  Rives,  488,  916-918;  Rockbridge 
{Poague),  484, 505, 552, 558, 560, 571, 573, 574, 973  ; Staunton  {Balthis),  483, 

503, 513, 552,  558, 561,  562,  566, 573 ; Stuart  Horse  {Pelham),  489, 513, 515, 
519-522,  528-531,556,924,  926,  927,984;  {Anderson),  486,503,771, 

783,980;  Turner’s,  487,818;  Watson’s,  489,944;  Williamsburg  {Gar- 
rett and  Coke),  489, 536, 549-551 ; Wise  {Brown),  485, 689,  690, 693, 694, 706, 
746,978,990.  Regiments:  4th  {Heavy),  488. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  14th  {Burroughs),  488,  907,  908,  913,  917,  984;  15th 
{Critcher),  489,984.  Companies:  Goodwyn’s,  488, 915 ; 1st,  489,499,507, 

513,  514,  516-519,  526,  529,  984 ; 2d,  518,  552,  557,  627 ; 3d,  489,  499,  513, 

519, 521, 525-527, 532, 673, 932, 984 ; 4th,  235, 489,  499, 507,  513, 514, 516, 522, 

528, 530, 531, 745, 932, 984 ; 5th,  489, 499, 513, 519, 521, 532, 533, 926, 932, 984 ; 

9th,  489,  493,  499,  513,  515,  519,529,932-934,967,984;  10th,  488,489,499, 

513, 954, 955, 960-962, 984. 
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Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— 5atfa//o/7s;  1st  {Leigh),  484,  506,  570,  586,  590-592,  974  ; 2d,  841, 
842,845,846  ; 5tli,  487,  504,  509,787,  817,  818,830,  834,982;  22d,  487,504, 

905, 906, 983.  Regiments : 1st,  486, 502, 508, 763, 765, 766, 979  ; 2d,  484, 505, 

555,  570, 571, 575-577, 580, 582, 973, 990 ; 3d,  486, 503,  780, 980, 991 ; 4th,  484, 

505, 570, 572, 576-579, 582-584, 916, 973, 991 ; 5th,  484, 505, 510, 570, 571, 575- 
577,579-582,  973,991;  6th,  487,  504,  509,  798,  799,  801,802,981,991;  7th, 

486,  502, 508,  763,  765, 766,  979,  991 ; 8th,  486, 503,  768, 980, 991 ; 9th,  403, 

420, 487, 504, 509, 787, 817-821, 830, 831, 982, 991 ; 10th,  484, 506, 510, 592, 593, 

974 ; 11th,  486, 507, 763, 766, 979, 991 ; 12th,  487, 504, 509, 799, 801, 802,  981 ; 

13th,  484,  506, 553, 605, 608, 611, 621, 974, 991 ; 14th,  487, 504, 509, 817-819, 
821-824,  831,  982,  991 ; 15th,  485,  505,  722,  723,  725,  978,  991 ; 16th,  487, 

504,  509,  801,  981 ; 17th,  101,  151,  160,  425,  486,502,508,763,765,766,979, 

991 ; 18th,  486,  503,  508,  768,  980,  991 ; 19th,  486,  503,  508,  768, 980, 991 ; 

21st,  484,506,588,  974;  23d,  484,  506,  592,  974;  24th,  486,  502,  508,  763, 

766, 979, 991 ; 25th,  484, 506, 608, 610-612, 974, 991 ; 26th,  488, 916-918, 928 ; 

27th,  484, 505, 570, 576-578, 582-584, 973  ; 28th,  486,  503, 508, 768, 980, 991 ; 

30th,  488,  907,  910,  915,  916,  984 ; 31st,  484,  506,  608,  610-612,  974,  991 ; 

32d,  485,  505,  720-723,  725,  978 ; 33d,  484,  505, 570, 572, 576, 577, 582-586, 

973 ; 37th,  484,  506,  592,  974,  991 ; 38th,  487,  504,  509,  817-819,  822-828, 

831,  982,  991;  40th,  487,  503,  835,  841-844,  846,  982;  41st,  487,  504,  509, 

788, 798, 799, 801, 803, 981, 991 ; 42d,  484, 506, 583, 589, 974  ; 44th,  484,  506, 

608,  610,  611,  974 ; 46th,  488, 916-918, 928;  47th,  392, 487, 503, 838, 841, 842, 
844-846,  982 ; 48th,  484, 506, 587, 589, 590, 974 ; 49th,  487, 504, 788, 791, 798, 

799, 802-804, 808, 981 ; 52d,  484,  506,  555,  570,  608, 610, 611, 974 ; 53d,  487, 
504,509,787,  817-819,  823,  824,  828-832,  982,  991 ; 55th,  487,  503,  838,  841, 
842,846-850,982;  56th,  486,  503',  508,  768,  980,  991;  57th,  487,  488,  504, 

509,  818,  819,  833,  915,  982,  991 ; 58th,  484, 506, 608, 610, 611, 974, 991 ; 60th, 


487,  503,  838,  840-842,  846-852,  982,  991. 

Voegelee,  Adolph.  Mentioned 264, 265,  351 

Waddill,  George  M. 

Mentioned 828 

Keport  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 829 

Wade,  Benjamin  O.  Mentioned 644,645 

Waggaman,  Eugene.  Mentioned 672,720,723-725 

Wagner,  John  P.  Mentioned 368 

Walbrldge,  James  H.  Mentioned 477 

Waldhauer,  D.  Mentioned 528,531 

Waldron,  Samuel  W.,  jr.  Mentioned 457 

Walker,  Dr.  Mentioned 527 

Walker,  C.  F.  Mentioned 993 

Walker,  Elijah.  Mentioned 185  ' 

Walker,  Francis  A.  Mentioned 204 

Walker,  G.  Mentioned 125 

Walker,  H.  H.  Mentioned 839,842 

Walker,  Horace.  Mentioned 476 

Walker,  James  A. 


Mentioned 484,607 

Report  of  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill,  June  27 610 

Walker,  J.  G.  Mentioned 487, 488, 788, 794, 906, 908, 913, 915, 939, 984 

Walker,  J.  H.  Mentioned 994 

Walker,  John  S.  Mentioned 723,725,991 

Walker,  Leo  D.  Mentioned 651 

Walker,  R.  L.  Mentioned 536, 550, 551, 839 
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Walker,  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned 352, 361, 363, 364 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malv^ern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 361 

Wallace,  W.  G.  Mentioned 569 

Wallace,  W.  H.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Malvern  Hill,  August  5 962 

Walsh,  James  J.  Mentioned 213,214 

Walsh,  James  W.  Mentioned 205,235 

Walsh,  Michael  McN.  Mentioned 340, 343 

Walters,  Private.  Mentioned 524 

Walton,  D.  H.  Mentioned 586 

Walton,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  C.  W.  Squires 925 

Report  of  ordnance,  etc.,  captured  and  lost  during  Seven-Days’  Battles, 

June25-Julyl 762 

Walton,  Thomas.  Mentioned 758,760 

Walton,  William  R.  Mentioned 545 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 680 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 909 

Lee,  Robert  E 679 

Ward,  Isaac  M.  Mentioned 966 

Ward,  J.  H.  Hobart.  Mentioned 190 

Ward,  J.  J.  Mentioned 745 

Ward,  J.  M.  Mentioned 994 

Wardwell,  David  K.  Mentioned 302, 303, 305, 306 

Ware,  Bugenius  S.  Mentioned 985 

Ware,  J.  H.  Mentioned 878 

Waring,  J.  F.  Mentioned 531,967 

Warlich,  Rufus  M.  Mentioned 988 

Warner,  A.  J.  Mentioned 405,418,424,425 

Warner,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 987 

Warner,  E.  R.  Mentioned 240 

Warren,  E.  T.  H. 

Mentioned 484,594 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  White  Oak 

Swamp  Bridge,  and  Malvern  Hill 592 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K. 

Mentioned 31, 226, 228, 281, 284, 348-352, 356, 366, 367, 371, 373, 375, 382, 413 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  3,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 

and  Malvern  Hill 377 

Warren,  James  P.  Mentioned 825 

Warren,  W.  J.  Mentioned 606 

Warthen,  T.  J.  Mentioned 629 

Warwick,  Barksdale.  Mentioned 916 

Warwick,  Bradfute.  Mentioned 564,569,990 

Warwick,  C.  Mentioned • 528 

Wasden,  Joseph.  Mentioned 813,814 

Washburn,  George  A.  Mentioned 302 

Washington,  George.  Mentioned 529 

Waterman,  Richard.  Mentioned 281-283,314 

Watkins,  Charles. 

Mentioned 677 

Statement  of  Magruder’s  movements,  July  1 676 
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Watkins,  L.  D.  (Corporal.)  Mentioned 824,826,828 

Watkins,  L,  D.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 46,  47 

Watmough,  W.  N.  Mentioned 404 

Watson,  David.  Mentioned 944 

Watson,  D.  S.  Mentioned 839 

Watson,  George.  Mentioned 766 

Watson,  George  J.  Mentioned 343 

Watson,  Malbone  F.  Mentioned 353,355 

Watson,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 870 

Watson,  T.  S.  Mentioned 711,985 

Watters,  David  C.  Mentioned 991 

Watts,  N.  G.  Mentioned 750, 751 

Way,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned 440 

Wayland,  W.  L.  Mentioned 774 

.Wayne,  William  C.  Mentioned 848 

Wead,  Frederick  F.  Mentioned 436 

Weaver,  C.  G.  Mentioned 832 

Weaver,  David  S.  Mentioned : ...  343 

Weaver,  William  H.  Mentioned 418,429 

Weaver,  W.  S.  Mentioned 832 

Webb,  Alexander  S.  Mentioned 317 

V/ebb,  James  E.  Report  of  ordnance,  etc.,  captured  or  lost  during  Seven- 

Dajs’  Battles,  June  25-July  1 511 

V/ebb,  L.  D.  Mentioned  893 

Webb,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 565 

Webber,  John  B.  Mentioned 339,343 

Webster,  D.  T.  Mentioned 631-633 

Webster,  Joseph.  Mentioned 988 

Weed,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 972 

Weed,  Stephen  H. 

Mentioned 31, 239, 244, 348, 352, 358, 359, 388 

Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Cliff, 
and  Malvern  Hill 353 

Weeden,  William  B. 

Mentioned 30, 203, 277, 285 

Report  of  operations  May  24-July  2,  including  Mechanicsville,  Gaines’ Mill, 

and  Malvern  Hill 281 

Weeks,  George  A.  Mentioned 103 

Weeks,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 326 

Weisiger,  D.  A.  Mentioned 801 

Welch,  Norval  E.  Mentioned 318, 321, 323, 324, 327, 339 

Weld,  Stephen  M.,  jr.  Mentioned 226,227 

Wellman,  James  M.  Mentioned 132 

Wells,  George  D. 

Mentioned 121, 122, 124, 125, 135 

Reports  of  operations  June  25-30,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Glendale. ..  132,  133 

Wendell,  Nelson  O.  Mentioned 343 

Wessells,  Heniy  W. 

Mentioned ^ 29,  192, 194, 19.5,  215-219,  236,  924 

Report  of  operations  June  24-July  2 220 

West,  A.  P.  Mentioned 870 

West,  E.  Walter.  Mentioned 482 

West,  George.  Mentioned 630 
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West,  Preston  C.  F.  Mentioned 464 

West,  Robert  M. 

Correspoudence  with  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 199-201, 205-207 

Mention  ed 29, 1 93-195, 200, 207, 258 

...  196 


Report  of  operations  June  28-July  2,  including  James  River  Road 


Westmoreland,  Private.  Mentioned 564 

Weston,  William.  Mentioned 409 

Westover,  Va. 

Affair  near,  July  22.  Report  of  William  W.  Averell 932 

Skirmish  near,  July  4.  (See  reports  of  Richard  S.  Ewell,  p.  605;  Bradley  T. 

Johnson,  p.  620;  Isaac  B.  Trimble,  p.  617;  and  see  also  Herring  Creek,  Va.) 

West  Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  7th,  922. 

Wetter,  Henry.  Mentioned 418 

Whaley,  David  M.  Mentioned 397, 

Wheat,  C.  R.  Mentioned 986 

Wheaton,  William  L.  Mentioned 214 

Wheelan,  J.  P.  Mentioned 993 

Wheeler,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 465 

Wheeler,  S.W.  Mentioned 379,382 

Whitbeck,  Richard  V.  Mentioned 343 

V/hite,  Orderly.  Mentioned 871 

White,  A.  Y.  Mentioned 711 

White,  C.  Mentioned 685 

White,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 240 

White,  George  W.  Mentioned 832 

V7hite,  J.  Claude.  Mentioned 234,954,955 

White,  T.  W.  Mentioned 825 

White,  W.  C.  Mentioned 739 

White,  W.W.  Mentioned 706,711 

Whitehead,  Andrew.  Mentioned 383 

Whitehead,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 807 

Whitehead,  J.  W.  Mentioned 832 

White  House,  Va.  Operations  about,  and  destruction  of  stores  at,  June  28.* 

Communications  from  Fitz  John  Porter 334 

(See  also  Seven-Days^  Battles.  Reports  of 


Barnes,  J. 
Bartram. 


Casey. 

Cobb,  X.  R.  R. 


Grower. 

Lansing. 


Martin,  W.  T. 
Stuart.) 


White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Va. 

Engagement  at,  June  30.  (See  Seven-Days’  Battles.  Reports  of 


Ayres. 

Baily. 

Barlow. 

Brooks,  W.  T.  H. 
Caldwell. 
Crutchfield. 
Dana. 

Davidson. 


Pranklin. 
French. 
Hancock. 
Hastings. 
Heintzelman. 
Hill,  D.  H. 
Jackson,  T.  J. 
Jones,  H.  P. 


Kimball. 

King. 

Langley. 

Lee,  R.  E. 

McClellan. 

McKeen. 

Pettit. 

Pinckney. 


Rhett. 

Richardson,  I.  B. 
Schack. 

Smith,  W.  F. 
Sully. 

Wa^en,  E.  T.  H. 

Whiting. 

Wooding.) 


Reconnaissance  to  and  skirmish  at,  August  4.  Report  of 


Averell,  William  W 954,955 

Magruder,  Z.  S 960 

Whiting,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 41,46,47,227 

Whiting,  H.  A.  Mentioned 631,632,634,635 

Wliiting,  Jasper  S.  Mentioned 559,562,566,574 


Includes  operations  of  Stoneman’s  command,  June  25-July  1. 
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Whiting,  William  H.  C.  / 

Mentioned 19, 445, 483, 490, 492,  496, 503, 506, 508,  552, 553, 555-559, 561, 571, 

573,  574,  587,  591,  593,  605,  607,  614,615,  618,620,627-629,757,758,973 

Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  inclading  Gaines’  Mill,  White  Oak 

Swamp  Bridge,  and  Malvern  Hill 562,565 

Whitney,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 137, 148 

Whitney,  John.  Mentioned 362,365 

Whitney,  Lorenzo  H.  Mentioned 233 

Whittack,  Henry.  Mentioned 988 

Whittelsey,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 970, 972 

Whittle,  Powhatan  B.  Mentioned 823, 824, 826, 827 

Whittlesey,  Franklin  W.  Mentioned 308 

Whittock,  Henry.  Mentioned 457,460 

Whorf,  John  B.  Mentioned 302 

Wieber,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 240 

Wigfall,  Louis  T.  Mentioned 758, 760 

Wiggin,  James  M.  Mentioned 132 

Wilbur,  Charles.  Mentioned 343 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M. 

Mentioned 486, 503, 508, 555, 586,  756-759, 761, 780, 783, 784, 838, 980 

Reports  of  operations  June  27-July  2,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Glendale.  770, 775 

Wildey,  Henry  Y.  Mentioned 198, 199 

Wiley,  John.  Mentioned 128 

Wilkins,  John  D. 

Mentioned 352,362 

Reports  of 

Seven-Days’  Battles.  Operations  June  28-July  2,  including  Malvern 

Cliff  and  Malvern  Hill 363 

Sycamore  Church,  Va.  Reconnaissance  beyond,  August  4-5 948,949 

Williams,  Alfred  G.  Mentioned 126 

Williams,  Frank.  Mentioned 993 

Williams,  J.  E.  Mentioned 277 

Williams,  J.  H.  J.  Mentioned 775 

Williams,  J.  N.  Mentioned 839 

Williams,  John  B.  Mentioned 361,362 

Williams,  John  W.  Mentioned 988 

Williams,  J.  W.  Mentioned 898 

Williams,  Philip  D.  Mentioned 528, 531 

Williams,  Richard.  Mentioned 987 

Williams,  R.  L.  Mentioned. 847,848 

Williams,  Seth.  Mentioned 71,89 

(For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  B.  MoClellan.) 

Williams,  Thomas.  Mentioned 457 

Williams,  T.  V.  Mentioned 592 

Williamsburg,  Va.  Battle  of,  May  5. 

Report  of  James  M.  Robertson 246 

(See  also  Vol.  XI,  Part  1.^ 

Roll  of  Honor.  Confederate 993 

Williamsburg  Road,  Va.  Skirmish  on  the,  June  29.  (See  Peach  Orchard,  Va.) 

Williamson,  James  S.  Mentioned 985 

Williamson,  W.  W.  Mentioned 706,711 

Willis  Church,  Va. 

Battle  of,  Juno  30.  (See  Glendale,  Va.) 

Skirmish  near,  June  29.  (See  James  River  Road,  Va.) 
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Willis,  William  R.  Mentioned 720 

Wilson,  Andrew.  (Captain.)  Mentioned 334-336 

Wilson,  Andrew.  (Corporal.)  Mentioned ' 306 

Wilson,  George  W.  Mentioned 160 

Wilson,  G.  W.  Mentioned 187 

Wilson,  Jacob  P.  Keport  of  reconnaissance  through  Gloucester,  Matthews, 

and  King  and  Queen  Counties,  Va.,  July  7-9 927 

Wilson,  John  M.  Mentioned 243,247-250,966 

Wilson,  Robert  P.  Mentioned 450 

Wilson,  Wellington  T.  Mentioned 851 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned ^ 70 

Wilson,  William  R.  Mentioned 483 

Winder,  Charles  S. 

Mentioned : 484, 493, 505, 510, 552, 554-556, 575-577, 

579-582,587,590,591,597,  598,  601,  615,  621,  622,  625,  626,  628,  642,  973 
Report  of  operations  June  27-July  2,  including  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern 

Hill 569 

Winn,  Walter  E.  Mentioned 775, 779, 786 

Winslow,  Cleveland.  Mentioned 379,382 

Winslow,  George  B.  Mentioned 118, 119 

Winslow,  George  F.  Mentioned 335 

Winslow,  Gordon.  Mentioned 352, 381 

Winthrop,  Frederick.  Mentioned 361,368,369 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fs ; 5th,  35, 88, 469, 471,  475,  476,  478, 991. 

Wise,  George  D.  Mentioned 916 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with  James  H.  Pearce 918 

Mentioned 215,217,228,350,380,488,495,718,907,908 

Report  of  operations  June  30-July  1 916 

Wise,  J.  J.  Mentioned 916 

Wishart,  A.  Mentioned 405,  413 

Wister,  Francis.  Mentioned 368 

Wister,  Langhorne.  Mentioned 405,414,416-418 

Witcher,  Francis  I.  Mentioned 266 

Withers,  R.  E.  Mentioned 758,  767 

Wittich,  William  J.  Mentioned 321,347 

Wolcott,  John  W.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  1,  including  Malvern 


Hill 265 

Wood,  Mr.  Mentioned 632 

Wood,  Private.  Mentioned 343 

Wood  & Brothers.  Mentioned 86 

Wood,  Charles.  Mentioned 645 

Wood,  E.  N.  Mentioned 791 

Wood,  Ira.  Mentioned 327,329 

Wood,  John.  Mentioned : 732 

Wood,  Matthew.  Mentioned 470,471 

Wood,  P.  S.  Mentioned 990 

Wood,  William  L.  Mentioned 856,868 

Wood,  W.  W.  Mentioned 828 

Woodbury,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned 36, 37, 196, 216, 274, 971 

Woodbury,  Dwight  A.  Mentioned 231, 276, 277, 314, 328, 987 

Woodhull,  Alfred  A.  Mentioned.. - 352 
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Wooding,  George  W. 

Mentioned 557 , .593 

Report  of  operations  June  27-July  1,  including  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge 

and  Malvern  Hill 593 

Wooding,  John  S.  Mentioned 991 

Woodroof,  Ambrose  R.  Mentioned 944 

Woodruff,  Carle  A.  Mentioned - 243,248,250 

Woods,  Elhannon  W.  Report  of  battle  of  Glendale,  June  30 177 

Woodward,  George  A.  Mentioned 392,405 

Woodward,  John  J. . Mentioned 758,774,775,985 

Woodworth,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 342,343 

Woolfolk,  James.  Report  of  operations  June  26-July  2,  including  Garnett’s 

and  Golding’s  Farms 541 

Woolfolk,  Pichegru,  jr.  Mentioned 535,539,693,694 

Woolworth,  R.  H.  Mentioned 405,421 

Wooster,  William  A.  Mentioned 891,988 

Worth,  H.  A.  F.  Mentioned 374 

Wray,  George.  Mentioned 665 

Wright,  Ambrose  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magruder 683,686 

Mentioned . . . 487, 504, 509, 547, 613, 623, 639, 659, 660, 669-672, 674, 684, 686, 687, 753, 
787-790,792,796.799,800,  802,803,  807,  811,  816-819,  824,826,  829,981 
Reports  of  operations  June  25-July  1,  including  Oak  Grove  and  Malvern 

Hill.. ! 804,808 

985 

839 

832 


Wright,  Augustus.  Mentioned 

Wright,  G.  J.  Mentioned 

Wright,  J ohn.  Mentioned 


Wright,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned 361,  .370 

Wright,  William  A.  Mentioned 847 

Wylie,  John.  (3d  Alabama.)  Mentioned 637 

Wylie,  John.  (G,  1st  Pennsylvania  Artillery.)  Mentioned 411 

Wyman,  Powell  T. 

Mentioned 112, 121, 122, 124, 128, 129, 180, 987 

Report  of  engagement  at  Oak  Grove,  June  25 127 

Wynn,  Obadiah.  Mentioned 711 

Yard,  R.  B.  Mentioned 440 

Yates,  James  D.  Mentioned 848 

Yeager,  B.  T.  Mentioned 531 

Yeamans,  Joseph.  Mentioned ' 191 

Young,  Corporal.  Mentioned 920,921 

Young,  Isaac  J.  Mentioned 644 

Young,  John.  Mentioned 900-902 

Young,  John  D.  Mentioned 839 

Young,  P.  M.  B. 

Mentioned 957-959 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Malvern  Hill,  August  5 958 

Young,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 887 

Young,  R.  W.  Mentioned 470,471 

Youngblood,  A.  W.  Mentioned 871 

Zentmeyer,  Frank.  Mentioned 418 
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